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Florida  Coaat — Fnpottd  v<<^'i>urom«nt. 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Cook  alw  submitted  the  foUowiog  resolH- 

Raeieed,  Thst  the  KccraUry  of  Iha  Trauurj  ba  ili- 
redad  Ui  Imj  before  this  Houiie  my  svidencfl,  in  the 
po«Muic»  (rf'tha  Departmant,  Aa^iag  that  the  uacar- 
raat  Daui  which  be  receivfld  front  the  baoLa  of  Eil- 
waidirilh,  Tombigbee,  and  Miaaonri,  aa  meDiioned  in 
hii  rq»it  of  the  14[h  ultimo,  baa  been  depoeitad  in 
thcM  banka  bebre  the  dale  of  the  cODlraeta  by  which 
thty  agncd  to  ■eeount  for  them  aa  caah  ;  together  with 
\be  conttacta  Dodar  which  Ihoae  banki  were  only  lU- 
Ue  for  taid  Dotea  aa  apacial  depoailei ;  if  any  aacb  con- 
iraeti  Ihera  w<re.  Aad  that  he  alao  lay  before  thii 
House,  all  the  mootbly  letarna  in  the  poaseeaion  of  the 
Department,  which  ware  made  by  the  Bank  of  Mia- 
aoaii ;  togetiier  with  all  the  correapoodaoce  in  relation 
to  the  latter  baok,  in  the  poiaeaaJDii  of  the  Dapartmant, 
which  baa  not  boen  heretofore  commnnicated  to  thi* 
Hoiue. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  oa  the  table. 

The  HoQse  took  up,  and  proceeded  lo  consider, 
ihe  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pe- 
lilioD  of  Archibald  S.  Bulloch  and  other? :  Where- 
uiKiD,  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  report  be  com- 
mittM  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to- 

The  House  look  up,  aud  proceeded  to  consider, 
tberepartof  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  cases 
ofHoel  Lawrence,  Frederick  While,  and  of  Tbad- 
deus  Clarke  and  others:  Whereupon,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  said  report  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  baTe  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  wpplemeotary  to  the  several  acts  for  adjusting 
the  claims  to  land,  and  establishing  land  offices, 
ia  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans ;" 


il  respects  the 
choice  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  election  of  representatives  in 
the  Congress  of  tbe  United  Slates ;"  in  which  last 
mentioned  bill  and  resolution,  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

FLORIDA  COAST. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hili^  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce were  iastrucled  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
encf  of  having  the  coast  of  Florida  surveyed,  so 
as  lo  have  an  accarate  chart  thereof  made,  deline- 
ating thereon  the  entrance  of  all  the  rivers  and 
barbon;  the  islands,  rocks,  shoals,  and  reefs,  in 
the  neishborhood  of  the  coast,  as  well  on  Ihe  side 
of  the  Qalf  of  Mexico,  as  on  the  Atlantic  side  of 
ihe  pentusala  ;  and  that  observations  be  also  made 
with  reference  to  sites  for  lighthoases. 

[Mr.  Hill,  in  presenting  this  resolution,  observed, 
that  he  had  hitherto  delayed  to  offer  it,  in  the  hope 
of  receiving  information  from  the  Corps  of  Kngi- 
DCets  who  bad  recently  been  directed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  examine  tbe  seacoast  from  ihe  Sabine 
nstward  round  tbe  shores  of  the  Floridas ;  but, 
having  been  infortoed  bjr  some  of  the  gentlemen 
□f  thai  corps  who  have  just  arrived  at  this  city, 
that  ibeir  exanunaiion  had  bem  confined  prioci- 
patly,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  selection  of  sites  lor  for- 
17tb  Com.  IsI  Ses8— 40 


tificalions,  he  was  compelled,  from  a  sense  of  duly, 
to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this  subject  now. 
Sir,  we  have  had  this  territory  in  expectancy  for 
many  years,  aad  in  actual  possession  a  year;  yet, 
the  truth  is,  that  no  man,  perhaps,  in  the  satioa, 
actually  kuow.^  where  the  best  ship  harbor  is  situ- 
ated ;  and  an  examination  is  now  making  in  rela- 
tion to  Spiritu  Santo,  alias  Tampa,  alias  Hills- 
boro'  bay.  Another  examination  has  been  ordered 
in  relation  to  certain  islands  iJear  Cape  Florida. 
These  partial  expenditureswouldbeavoided  ;  the 
coasting  trade  would  be  greatly  benefited ;  tbe  ia- 
formaiioD  necessary  to  Ihe  establishment  of  light- 
houses on  the  coast  would  be  furnished;  and  the 
risk  of  piratical  depredations  diminished,  by  hav- 
ing an  accurate  chart  of  the  coast.  The  British 
Government  have  recently  employed  a  vessel  of 
war,  to  take  the  survey  of  those  shores;  but,  whe- 
ther it  will  ever  be  published,  so  as  to  be  of  any 
advantage  to  us,  i.s  uncertain.  And  shall  we  be 
more  improvident  toward  a  country  we  own  than 
foreign  nations?  1  hope  not,  and  that  the  resola- 
tioo  will  be  adopted.] 

PROPOSED  ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Buchanan  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  to  fix  a  time 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  present  session,  (the  first 
Monday  in  April  next.) 

On  tbe  question  to  consider  this  resolution,  the 

Sas  and  nays  were  required  by  Mr.  Mehckr. 
r.  CoNoicT  then  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table,  (^in  order  to  avoid  what  he  considered  an  in- 
tenupiion,  to  no  usefulpurpose,  of  the  regular  busi' 
ness  of  the  House.)  The  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered also  on  tbisi  motion,  which  Mr.  CoHDioTthen 
withdrew. 

[Two  questions  of  order  were  decided  by  the 
Speaker  on  this  occasion,  worthy  of  being  re- 
corded, being  important  as  precedents. 

1.  It  was  questioned  by  Mr.  Taylob,  whether 
il  was  in  order  to  move  to  lay  on  the  table  a  mo- 
tion lo  consider  a  proposition  now  lying  on  the 
table.  The  Speaker  decided  that  a  motiob  to 
lay  any  proposition  on  ihe  table  is  in  order. 

2.  A  motion  was  made  bv  Mr.  Walworth,  to 
proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  with  a  view 
to  overrulioE  the  motion  now  presented.  The 
Speaker  said,  that  he  had  more  than  once  enter- 
tained this  motion,  as  being  conformable  to  tbe 
practice  of  the  British  Parliament;  but,  upon  an 
examination  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  with  a  view 
to  this  question,  and  finding  that  they  direct,  that 
when  a  question  is  under  debate,  that  none  bat  car- 
lain  prescribed  motions  shall  be  received,  of  which 
the  motion  now  made  was  not  one,  he  decided  that 
the  motion  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
there  being  another  question  under  debate,  was  not 

The  quenlion  on  now  considering  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  Senate,  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  decided  as  follows ; 

For  considering  il  63,  against  it  82. 

So  the  House  refused  oow  to  consider  the  taid 
resolution. 
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Report  on  WMghtt  and  Meamrtt. 


Habcb,  1833. 


REFORT  ON  WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 


Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  select 
whom  waa  referred  the  report  of  (he  Secretary  of 
State  on  weights  and  measures,  made  the  following 
report,  whicG  was  coauotcied  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  with  the  resolatioB» : 

The  CommittM  to  whom  hti  been  referred  "  the 
report  on  welghte  mod  meuaiei,"  mads  b;  the  Becre- 
Urf  atSUU,  00  the  334  of  Pebrntr7,  1B3I,  report ; 

Tb*t  10  oompreheniiTe  ■  Tiew  hae  been  giTsa,  in 
tb«  documenle  refigrred  to  them,  of  the  011^10  aod  hk' 
teij  of  ihe  meamre*  and  weight*  now  ia  uce  in  the 
United  Sistei,  and  m  foil  an  eieatiDttion  of  the  dif- 
faient  propoeate  which  haie  beoo  inade  for  their  iiB~ 
^Tcmeat,  that  the<r  deem  it  erarcel;  aeceenrj  to  do 
■Dore  than  to  mbiDit  the  reeolotiODi  which  the*  think 
It  expedient  that  Congreie  ihould  pH«  at  thia  time. 
Their  object  ii  only  to  "readeruDiformand  etable  the 
■Hraaarea  and  weight*  which  we  at  preeent  powiie*." 

To  effect  thia,  thej  pnipoae  that  the  Preeident  ihall 
canae  applieatien  to  be  made  to  the  Gngliah  Govam- 
nent  lo  allow  model*  of  the  yard,  Hu  Wiachesler 
bBihel,  wine,  galloo,  and  pooitd,  (aTolrdupoi*,)  to  be 
"-—  "joffioar      "-  -^ '  -■ 


ilMaUl  be  traced  upon  the  rad  of  plaline  in  the  p«*- 
MMion  of  Ihe  DepattmenC  of  State,  on  which  i*  ttaeed 
Qm  French  metre.  Tbcae  model*  ehonld  be  made 
with  Ihe  otnoat  eccuracv  which  the  art  and  tcienoe  of 
England  cut  give,  and,  if  aittibctoiy  10  Caogreec, 
■hoBid  be  declared  the  atindard  ;*rd,  boihel,  Uqoid 
lillODi  »ld  pound,  of  the  United  Blate*.  There  i* 
Mine  difference  afopinion  ai  to  the  materiel  of  which 
the  ■landardi  ihali  be  ronned.  The  committee  will 
not  detain  the  Uonaa  bj  a  foil  eipoehion  of  the  taa- 
•OD*  which  l*d  them  to  conclude,  (hat,  at  least,  the 
etandardi  of  length  and  weight  ifaonld  be  of  platina, 
aa  Ihe  material  on  which  time  i*  found  to  piodnea  the 
enaUMt  change.  The  Secretary  of  State,  who  adopta 
•a  oppoeite  opioioii,  h**  aaid  that  ■■  the  Terj  eilraor- 
dinaiy  propertiaa  of  plaiina,  ita  Dneqnelled  apeciSo 
fn*itj,  it*  iofaiibilitj,  it*  durability,  it*  powen  of 
Maiatanca  ■gainal  all  the  ordiaaiy  agent*  of  deatruction 
and  change,  gire  it  adrantage*  and  claim*  to  emploj- 
aent  ai  a  primary  itaDdard  tbr  weighu  and  meaaarea 
and  coin*,  to  which  no  other  lubetance  in  nature  ha* 
equal  pretenoon*.  Shoald  the  fbrtunite  period  arrive 
MMB  the  improvement  in  the  moral  and  poli^cal  eon- 
Alion  of  man  will  admit  of  the  introduction  of  one 
WlinTafl  atandard  for  the  oaa  of  all  mankind,  it  i* 
koped  and  balieied,  that  the  plitin*  metre  will  be  that 
aludard."  But,  if  the  immutilrilily  of  platina  recom- 
Batid  it  BO  atron^j  aa  a  alandard  for  alt  nation*  and 
■H  time,  it  can  hardly  be  amia*  to  adopt  it  for  tha 
tetarval  which  may  el*p*e  before  the  aat*enal  adoption 
of  a  national  atandard.  Thia  iniarral  the  Secretary 
aad  the  committee  may  be  willing  to  ahortaa,  hot  it 
■aatte  likely  lo  latt  aa  long  a*  diierailie*  of  taw*  and 
hogntfe  among  men.  Iftheatandard  pound  aballbe 
ef  platina,  it  mnat  of  coune,  be  made  rqaiponderant 
with  the  Engijah  pound  in  vacuo,  and  the  *am*  mean* 
mu*t  be  u*ed  in  making  Ihe  model*  of  weight  which 
are  intended  for  diatribution  Binong  the  State*.  The 
tfandarda  of  meaaum  of  capacity  mu*t,  probably,  be 
of  capper  or  braa*,  and  the  carefal  preeerration  of  alt 
Ihe  atandard*  may  be  provided  for  in  the  law  which 
diaU  ealaUiah  (bam.  The  commiltee  think  it  beat 
that  they  abould  be  kept  in  the  Department  of  State, 


and  naad  only  l«  verify  the  model*  which  Bay  be  iaaaed 
under  the  anihority  of  GovernmenL 

The  commiltee  believe  that,  by  diMribating  aocaiato 
oopia*  of  theae  itandard*  among  the  State*,  ^m  preeant 
ineqnatily  of  weight*  and  meaiure*  will  be  *o  far  re- 
moved a*  to  leave  little  practical  inconvenience  in  that 
r^ard.  They  propoaa  that  tbe  Preeident  iball  canse 
to  be  procured  each  a  number  of  copiaa  or  ipadalB  of 
theae  atandard*  of  weigfat  and  maaenre  (with  their  moat 

aaiy  to  allow  one  model  of  each  atandard  10  be  lodged 
with  the  clerk  of  each  diatriet  court  of  the  United 
Statea,  aod  one  to  be  given  to  each  State  and  I'erri- 
toiy,  to  be  diapoaed  of  a*  ita  Legialalnre  may  direct. 
The  moat  convanienl  malarial  for  thoae  ei^e*  will 
probably  be  copper  or  braa*,  but  the  determimatioa  of 
tUa  qneetion  may  beat  be  relerred  to  the  ■Blhoiily 
which  aball  pioenre  them. 

It  i*  believed  that  no  other  obligaliaa  will  be  required 
to  enforce,  on  the  part  of  Ihe  ofBeera  in  the  aarnoa  of 
the  United  Slate*,  [he  oae  of  weighia  and  Meaaoie* 
conformed  to  Ihe  atandarda  eatablMhod  by  law,  than 
that  which  a  aensa  of  duly  and  adeiMndenca  upon  the 
Government  for  their  continuance  ui  office  muil  pro- 
dace.  The  committee  think  it  beat,  that  Congreia, 
ailei  providing  the  atandarda  of  weightiand  meaaorea, 
and  furnishing  tnodel*  of  them  to  every  Sule,  ehoutd 
leave  it  lo  the  law*  of  the  aevsral  Stalee  ut  enfbrca 
their  una  by  person*  who  are  not  in  the  aertica  of  the 
United  Statea.  In  Ihe  cn*tom-hou*e  and  land  officea, 
the  meaanrei  and  weight*  may  be  provided  from  the 
•ame  fijnda,Bnd  under  Ihe  tante  authority,  which  have 
been  hitherto  employed.  The  commille*  anppose  il 
neceaur;  only  to  provide  for  *uch  a  diatribnlion  of 
model*  ■•  may  mike  il  eaay  lo  verify  Iho  wei^U  and 

nutea  which  may  be  naed  either  by  public  officen, 

private  transaction*.  It  was  proposed  by  a  fbrmer 
of  the  HoDsnof  Bepre*entative*,  in  a  report 
•M-vD  lu  .annary,  1819,  that  the  relation*  between  the 
different  *taadarda  should  be  accurataiy  ueertained 
and  dechrad  in  Ihe  taw  which  ahould  eataUiah  them. 

Il  was  observed,  that  ■<  the  dclerninatioa  of  Ihe 
proportion*  between  lineal  meaaurea  and  maaauiea  of 
capacity,  and  between  both  these  and  weights,  may 
have  Bome  effect  in  enabling  u*  to  detect,  without  toe 
difficult  a  proce**,  the  defect*  of  mi-aanres  of  capacity, 
and  possibly  of  weighia  in  common  uae.  For  thi* 
purpose  it  would  petbapa  be  convenient  to  ealabliah, 
net  merely  the  cnbical  eontenta  of  the  common  maa- 
enre* of  capacity,  bnl  to  fii  determinate  form*  lor  all 
theae,  and  dimensiona  who«  correcUe**  might  be  ■■- 
oertained  by  the  common  meaanrss  of  length."  But 
the  relatioD*  between  the  atandard*  oannot  be  aaoef* 
tained  vrith  that  abealute  ceriiinly  which  ahnoU  be 
eiactad  in  a  law  filing  permanent  etandanh.  The 
calculation  of  the  dimemiaua  of  veaaela  of  capkcity  ia 
found,  even  by  the  most  practical  artiat*,  to  be  a» 
uncertain,  that  they  rely  entirely  upon  ^e  trials  by 
the  weigtit  of  water  which  they  contain.  It  ia  of 
aome  importance,  that  the  forma  of  measure*  of  capa- 
city, which  are  used  in  commerce,  ahould  be  left  to 
depend  upon  the  nteteriil,  or  the  art  which  il  ia  found 
moat  convenient  in  the  different  parte  of  our  country 
to  employ.  And  in  line,  thoee  relations  and  dimen- 
*ion*  which  it  i*  uaeful  to  know,  will  be  ascertained 
by  (diiloBopbical  inquiry,  and  published  in  hooka  of 
easy  reference.    Indeed,  they  have  been  *d. 

The  committee  have  propoaed  to  establish  but  one 
standard  of  weight.    Il  will  be  neceeaary  that  accaralc 
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jBd«li  of  tbe  grain  ud  it*  nmal  mnlliplM,  ihonld  he 
preriiM  (a  Tarlfy  tlw  ureigtiti  whicb  an  mad  fur  Iha 
pradatu  aetab  and  for  medkine.  Tha  law  which 
aUI  eatabltab  tha  atandard  poand,  maj  dedare  tb« 
^iiD  (o  bathe  a«««a  thonautdth  pan  of  tha  poqnd,  aa 
fnqaant  and  careful  eianiinatian  baa  afaawu  it  to  ba. 
Tha  eMBnttlae  anbaiit  tha  fbUMrldg  Maohitlona : 
Renhed,  by  (Ac  Senate  and  Hmae  of  Repmmta- 
tIpBf  «/  (i«  Vruied  Sialee  of  America  in  Cmgreu 
tmakbltd.  That  tha  Preildenl  of  tho  Unitad  Stale*  be 
raqocited,  (if  the  coaaent  of  the  OoTernment  of  Ormt 
Biilain  riiall  be  given  thereto,)  to  caoaa  Id  be  traced 
OB  a  km]  of  plalina,  tbe  jmiA  of  the  year  1601,  irhich 
ia  kept  in  the  Biitiih  Exchequer ;  to  catue  lo  be  made 
of  platina  a  poand,  oi  the  weight  in  Tacno  of  the 
fingliah  aTotrdnpati  pound;  and  that  he  al*o  eauae  to 
be  made,  of  whaterer  mateiial  ha  ahall  deem  belt  fbr 
atandard*  of  Ihoae  meaauiea,  a  Taaael  of  the  aame  capa- 
dly  ma  the  atandanl  Wmdtettar  bathel,  and  ilao  a 
tctaal  of  Ibe  aame  capacity  aa  tha  atamlHrd  wine  fat- 
Ion  of  Bnglaitd. 

Kmeltetl,  That  tb*  PmUent  b«  refaeated  to  cruM 
to  ba  inkda,  Ibr  djattftnUon  amontr  the  Btatea  and 
Teirimiaai  and  for  Ae  pnrpoaA  of  yvnSy'm%  the 
waifhts  and  tneMitfer  need  iberein;  nodda  of  the 
ym,  <m  wfcieb  afaall  be  iraeed  iU  ditlrion*  of  feat  and 
iBcbcB ;  nKNMa  of  the  boattel,  half  buibel,  quarter 
bnabel  or  peck,  Ihirty-aeeoail  part  of  a  bnahel  oi  quart; 
■adcl»«ftbe  wine  gallon,  of  the  wine  quart  andpLnt ; 
Madela  of  tk  pound,  half  pound,  quarter  pound,  of 
tbe  aiitcentb  of  a  pound  or  ounce;  of  theaeven  tbao- 
**adtb  part  of  a  ponad  or  grain ;  model*  of  tbe  penny- 
wci|bt  or  tweniT-lbur  grain*,  of  the  ecniple  or  tweol; 
giaina ;  and,  ofthe  apotbecariet  drem  or  aiit;  grain* ; 
modela  of  the  weight  of  twelve  and  a  hatf  pound*,  of 
twcBtj-fiTe  ponnda,  of  fill;  pound*,  and  of  one  hun- 
dred peunda;  thattbeae  model*  of  weight  and  meaiure 
ba  bnned  with  the  atoioit  practical  exactaea*  from  the 
weight  and  UMaium  procured  under  tb*  authority  of 
lb*  fbreguing  reeolntion,  and  that  the  number  to  be 
patwed  of  each  tnodel  *hall  not  eiceed . 

COMTE8TBD  ELECTION. 

Mx.  Sloah,  from  the  CDmmittee  of  Elections 

to  which  was  referrwl  the  memorial  of  Philip  Reed, 

contesiutctheelectionreturn  of  Jeremiah  CHOsdeti, 

ai  one  of  tbe  repteseiila(ire$  for  the  Slate  of  Ma- 

atand,  made  a  report  tbereou  favorable  to  Mr. 
EED ;  which  was  read^d  coiDmittetl  to  a  Coio- 
miilee  of  the  Whole.— Tb«  report  i*  at  foltov 

That  the  eooitiliuwD  of  HaT7laDd  iliracU  that  tbe 
daetiona  abaU  be  hj  ballot ;  that  ever;  free  white  male 
dtkan  af  tbe  Stat*,  above  twentj-OBa  yean  of  age, 
and  M>  Dtber,  banng  reaided  twelve  month*  witbin 
tbe  Stela,  and  lii  montba  in  the  coantj,  a*zt  preced- 
ing tb*  alectinn  at  which  he  oKra  to  *ot*,  aball  have 
a  rigkl  of  anffiaga  in  tbe  eleelioo  of  DdegMee  to  the 
State  LagiriMare;  that  the  State  ia  divided  into  di«- 
tlicta  for  lb*  pwrpoae  ef  Meeting  RapreaantaUTea  to 
Ceagwaa;  Ibal  the  nxlb  C««gre**ioiial  dUtrict  i* 
conpoaed  of  tha  coBnilaa  of  Harifbrd,  IJedl,  and 
KenL  1^  eleclian  for  Repraaeatativea  lo  the  preaent 
OongtBa*  w)a  held  on  tbe  fliat  Hondij  of  October, 
18)0.  At  that  election  the  memorialiat  and  the  ailting 
UBober  were  candidntea,  and,  bj  the  return*  from  the 
■everal  coualiaa  in  aaid  diitrict,  a*  mode  to  the  Qov- 
emer  and  Council,  it  appear*  that  the  memorialiat 
and  aitting  member  had  an  equal  number  of  vote*, 
and  tlwt  neither  had  the  "  fiMtait  namber  of  votea," 


aa  by  the  conititution  of  tbe  Stale  ureqaired;  in  order 
m  cotutltBte  an  election.  But  it  fnrttHr  appear*,  bj 
an  official  atatement  of  the  proceeding*  of  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  bearing  date  tbe  IStb  day  of  Octo- 
ber, IBSO,  that,  in  conformity  with  what  wa*  ooniU- 
ered  to  he  the  provition)  of  tbe  law  of  Maryland,  tbe 
Oavemor  end  Couacil  •■  pnceeded  to  decide  between 
tbem  which  ahould  be  the  Repreeeniative,  and  tbe  ra- 
*alt  wai  that  Jeremiah  Canaden,  E*q.,  wa*  decided  to 
b*  tbe  Rapmentative  for  tha  *aid  diatrioL"  Tbe 
committee  are  aware  that  to  quealion  the  right  of  the 
Bxecnttve  authority  of  Maryland  to  give  full  optra- 
tjon  to  the  i^oviaion*  of  it*  eleetioD  lawe,  will  be  con* 
aidaied  a*  a  aeaMire  of  an  important  charaetar.  It 
i«  und*i*tood  by  the  cammitlee  thai  the  antbeintr, 
under  wUth  tbe  Governor  aad  Couacd  actad^  ia  the 
act  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  pMteda  tha  I4tb  of 
December,  17H,  ehapler  16,  aection  &  Thi*  piw 
vUan  of  tbe  set,  the  cmnaittee  believe,  ha*  been  n*- 
paaled  by  tbe  act  of  the  3d  of  Jaunary,  18M.  BM 
they  ounaider  it  nnneceaaair  lo  enter  int*  an  urgn- 
mant  on  ihia  palm.  The  GonatitMleii  of  tb*  Dnilad 
Slatea,  aiticte  1,  aection  a,  provldea,  that "  the  Hwu* 
of  RepteaeDtati***  ttftl  be  cewpeaed  of  nwuihtf 
eboaan  eveiy  aecond  year  by  tbe  piopit  of  the  aavMy 
autoai  and  tb*  eleclara  ■□  aaeb  State  ehatl  li»e  the 
qnaliieaiam*  reqviriM  for  eleeUM  of  tbe  moet  na- 
maimia  branch  of  tto  (Hata  Lagialatar*.''  SwtbMi  S 
of  tbe  aame  article  pravidai  that  "  eaeb  Hon**  ihall 
b*  Ih*  judge  of  th*  aleetieti*,  rataraa,  aad  yaaliioa- 
tiona  of  iu  own  membera."  On  tba  fint  Monday  of 
October,  18SD,  in  eonftnai^  wMi  tha  law  of  IMIT- 
land,  an  election  wa*  Inlil  by  tlie  qaalifiad  elaetota  of 
the  aittb  Oongnmional  itittiiot.  On  that  duf  tlwy 
either  did,  ur  did  not,  ekd  a  aeaber  to  Cengraaa. 
None  could  ba  etaeted  onle**  be  received  'a  gteatar 
number  of  vole*  than  war*  given  fi>r  any  other  eaadi- 
it*le.  The  term  electian  mnat  n>eaa  the  ael  of  oboaa- 
ing,  perfamed  by  tba  qualified  eleoloia,  in  coafbnui^ 
with  tbe  reqaiaition*  of  tbe  Conatitntian  and  lawa 
refutatiog  the  manner  in  which  tbe  choice  abaU  ba 
made.  If,  therefbre,  ibe  legal  elacton,  on  tbe  dtj 
appointed,  abonld  hU  to  make  a  choice,  it  ii  eoni* 
dendy  believed  that  na  other  authority  of  the  State 
can,  at  any  otbar  time,  mah*  good  thi*  dafbet.  Let  it 
be  eappoaad  that  ihe  elector*  abuuld  fail  lo  attend  aa 
eiection;  that,  cooaequentty,  no  electiun  ia  biM; 
wonld  it  then  be  eootendad  that  tbe  Executive  anlboK 
ity  csDld,  by  lot  or  otherwiae,  appoint  »  Bepnaaaln- 
tire  fbr  *ncb  d>*liiBt  ia  the  Gongraa*  at  tha  Unhad 
Siaial  Thi*  i»  *  power whitb,  it  i«  piawMaJ,  nwta 
wiU  eoatend  doia  atial.  Yet  it  i*  boKeved  to  ba  n»< 
thing  mar*  tbaa  that  which  baa  been  eiareiaed  by  the 
Govemor  and  Coaacil  of  Maryland,  in  tb*  caa*  undn' 
ooniideratiao.  In  thi*  caae,  tb*  alecun  aaemUa, 
thay  proceed  lo  dect,  they  make  no  ebaice,  tbey  ootB* 
to  no  Conatltntional  reanIL  It  ia  a^ad,  what  ia  tbe 
diAaauca  between  the  two  ce*ea1  Tbe  one  wanld 
be  an  appointment,  becaB*e  no  aleotiun  had  ba*a 
bald ;  tbe  other,  bacauae  no  dioioe  bad  been  wad*. 
The  connitt**  being  of  opinion  that  tb*  pairs  thw 
viilDally  exennaed  b;  the  Qovemor  and  Conacil  of 
Maiyland,  in  appointing  a  Sapn**alative  to  tbe  Coi^ 
grea*  of  the  United  Slatea,  being  eontniry  to  tiM  ex* 
preaa  proviaioiu  of  the  Conatitution,  and  one  which 
thi*  Hon«e  cannot  aanctioa,  have  no  beataiioa  in  r»> 
jeetiag  tho  official  atatement  of  the  proeaading*  in  tba 
ca*e  ai  evidenca  of  Ute  right  of  Uia  aitting  member  to 
a  Beat  in  thi*  Hooae. 
Having  difpoaed  of  thi*  part  of  tbe  ntgact  refcmd 
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to  ihim,  Ihe  committM  proceeded  to  at 
of  tbe  dainii  of  the  locaiaiuUit,  and  the  objectioD* 
of  the  littinK  member  Uicreto.  The  memaiUliit  *l- 
kgM  that  at  the  electim  dialrict  No.  1,  in  Kent 
coDnty,  at  aaid  election,  two  tiekela  or  batloti  ware 
Ihiewn  twiy  b;  the  judgei  of  tba  .clccliciD,  and  not 
Monled,  nhich  tit^eta  vera  giien  for  him,  and  ongbl 
to  have  been  act  dowD  and  counted  to  hia  poll.  Theae 
ticketa,  it  appean,  were  thrown  awaj  under  an  im- 
preaaioD  that  they  had  been  folded  togclher  nith  a 
irandulent  intention,  preiioua  to  their  being  pal  into 
Ae  ballot  box.  On  the  part  of  the  aittiog  mrmber  it 
waa  coDteoded  that  at  Elkton,  in  Cecil  ooonty,  two 
tiekela  under  aimilar  circnmatani^a  were  Ibmnn 
aws;,  and  not  counted,  whirfa  ought  to  haie  been 
added  lo  bii  poll,  and  that,  at  the  aame  diatrict,  tbe 
meawialiat  vm  allowed  one  vote  on  accoant  of  a 
ticket  on  whiA  waa  the  name  of  the  laemorialiat,  to- 
gelhar  with  ibat  of  five  other  paraona,  without  any 
other  deaignation  than  thai  of  "  for  Congren."  It 
waa  alao  contendsd  by  the  aittiog  member  that  ann- 
diy  illegal  Totea  bad  been  gireti  for  the  memoiialiat, 
which,  if  deducted  fram  hia  poll,  would  giia  the  ail- 
ting  member  a  clear  majority  of  votea  in  hia  &Tor. 
No  ebargea  of  a  want  of  integrity  were  made  bj 
either  party,  agaioat  any  of  the  officera  who  had  been 
angagM  in  conducting  the  election.  Some  of  tbe 
toatimony  exhibited  to  the  committee  had  been  taken 
pMTioDa  to  the  meeting  of  Congreaa,  and  aome  baa 
been  taken  aince,  under  iDatroctiona  given  by  the 
committee,  fiit  the  government  of  the  pattiea.  It  wai 
aoggeated  to  the  pajtiea  by  Ihe  committee  that  it 
woukl  be  aatiafactoiy  to  have  the  leatimony  of  the 
judgea  and  clerka  of  the  election  in  diatrict  No.  I,  of 
Kent  eonnly,  reapecting  the  doable  ticket,  thrown 
away ;  and  inch  conraa  waa  recommended  aa  waa 
tboaght  fair  and  liberal,  and  beat  calculated  to  arrive 
at »  full  knowledge  of  all  the  principal  facta  in  the 
caae,  and  the  memorialiat  departed  in  aider  to  procnre 
additional  teatimony.  At  thia  lime,  it  waa  anderttood 
In  the  committee  that  the  aitting  member  reeled  hia 
uain  on  the  teatimony  he  had  already  taken  ;  but  a 
law  daya  aubaeqnent,  having  ilatad  to  the  commiltce 
that  he  waa  apprized  of  other  teatimony  in  ttie  caae, 
and  Uiat  it  waa  bia  wiih  to  obtain  il,  a  letter  waa  ad- 
dnaaed  to  each  of  tbe  parliea  by  the  chairmad  of  tbe 
committee,  appointing  iba  lOlh  of  January,  18SS,  for 
the  final  hearing  of  ^  caae  by  the  commiilee,  and 
reqaeetiDg  each  lo  give  Ihe  other  five  days'  notice  of 
the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  additional  laalia»ny. 
The  memorialiat  avera  that  he  did  not  receive  the  no- 
tification of  (he  commitleo  until  it  waa  too  lata  for 
him  to  be  prepared  to  take  dcpoaitione  of  hia  wilnea- 
•ea;  until  Ihe  day  appointed  for  the  deciaion  of  the 
caae ;  and  that,  on  hia  way  lo  Waihington,  he  acei- 
dcDtally  loat  ihe  teatimony.  Under  iheae  circUDi- 
atancca,  the  committee  permitted  the  teitimony  to  be 
taken  a  aecond  time,  and  inaamuch  aa  tbe  ailtiog 
member  had  not  attended  the  taking  of  Iheaa  depoai- 
tiona  in  the  firat  inatance,  and  did  not  object  lo  ^em 
ll4wD  preaanled,  on  aeconnt  of  not  having  notice,  the 
eomtnitlee  agreed  to  receive  the  lealimony  ibna  of- 
They  have  been  thoa  particular  in  detailing 


•UU 


]  Ihe  c 


me  under  their  cognjunce,  becauae,  althongh 
aoneuf  ibe  leatimony  ma;  be  euch  ai  atricUy  might 
not  be  admiaiibU  in  a  oonrt  of  law,  yet,  aa  there  ap- 
peared to  be  every  diapoailion  on  the  part  of  both 
the  gentlemen  to  Waive  all  objectiona  of  form,  and  to 
pniane  a  coDrae  ealcdaled  to  arrive  at  fact*,  the  com- 


miltee  were  diapoaecl  lo  be  leaa  rigid  than  under  other 
circnmatancea  Ibey  might  bave  been  diapoaed  to  act. 
In  reaped  to  all  Uie  olber  teatimony,  due  notice  haa 
been  given  by  each  party,  and  tbi^  alEanded  or  not  aa 
Ibey  thought  proper.  In  aopport  of  the  claim  of  the 
memorialiat,  John  C.  Hynaou,  one  of  the  juilgea  of 
ihe  election  in  diatrict  No.  1,  of  Kent  oounty,  atatea 
tbat  be  look  the  tiekela  from  the  boi  i  that  two  tiekela 
were  thrown  away,  on  which  waa  the  name  of  Gene- 
ral Philip  Reed  for  Congreaa  ;  that  thoie  ticketa  wer* 
not  counted,  but  rejected,  under  an  imprtaaion  that 
Ihty  were  a  double  ticket  fraudulently  put  inio  Ihe 
box  i  but  that,  after  he  had  pa»ed  it  out  of  hia  handa, 
he  waa  impreaaed  with  a  belief  that  il  waa  not  double, 
and  that  ibia  impreaaion  waa  confirmed  when,  on 
counting  out  the  whole  of  the  baUota,  two  were  want- 
ing lo  make  the  number  equal  to  the  number  of  pei- 

Dr.  Beckington  Scott,  David  Vickera,  Jamea  Prica, 
Jamea  Kinggold,  Jamea  Bagle,  Jr.,  Sariua  Dunn, 
and  John  C.  Uynaon,  Jr.,  teatily  that  they  were  prea- 
ent  at  Ihe  opening  of  the  ballot  box  and  counting  of 
Ihe  tiekela,  and  that  they  were  aatiafied  that  the  two 
ticketa  thrown  nVsy,  and  which  had  the  name  of 
Qeneral  Philip  Reed  on  tiiem,  were  not  double,  and 
ihat,  on  the  final  oounting  of  the  votea,  there  being 
two  ballota  leaa  than  there  were  namea  of  peraona 
voting,  confirmed  ihem  in  Uieir  belief. 

The  depoailion  of  Elijah  Beck  atatea  that  he  waa 
clerk  of  Ihe  election,  but  atatea  nothing  reapecting 
any  of  the  facia  in  the  caae. 

William  Scott,  clerk  of  Kent  county,  certifiea,  un- 
der  tbe  official  aeal  of  aaid  cotinlj,  a  copy  of  the  poll- 
book  of  aaid  election,  which  ahowa  that  366  paraona 
voled  at  aaid  election,  and  tbat  only  368  tiekela  were 
counted. 

Tbe  depoaition  of  Joaeph  Ireland  atatea  that  he 
acted  aa  cleik  of  the  election.  That  the  judgea  drew 
from  the  box  a  double  tickel,  and  threw  it  away. 
That  he  aaw  it  in  Judge  Hynaon'a  handa.  And  that, 
after  ihe  voica  were  counted,  and  the  diaagreement 
between  them  and  Ihe  poll  Ital  waa  diacovered.  Judge 
Hyoaon  alill  aaid  it  waa  a  double  ticket. 

The  ulting  member  produced  the  depoailiona  of 
William  Boutden  and  John  Kean.  They  atate  that 
ihoy  acted  at  the  election  in  diatrict  No.  S,  in  Cecil 
county,  in  ISSO,  the  first  aa  judge,  tbe  aecond  aa 
clerk  i  and  that  General  Philip  Reed  waa  allowed  one 
vole  on  aecouol  of  a  ticket  which  had  lour  other  namea 
on  it,  without  any  other  deaignation  than  ■■  for  Con- 
greaa." They  alao  elate  that  two  ticketa  were  thrown 
away  on  accoiut  of  being  doubled. 

Jamea  Sewall,  clerk  of  Cecil  county,  givaa  ■  certi- 
fied copy  of  the  ticket  alluded  lo  bj  Bonlden  and 
Kean,  under  tbe  official  aeat  of  Cedi  county. 

Tbe  depoailion  of  John  Bradahaw  slataa  tbat  be 
waa  one  of  the  judgea  of  tbe  dection  in  diatrict  No.  1, 
of  Kent  county.  Tbat  Judge  Hynaon  drew  from  the 
box  «  ticket  which  he  aaid  waa  double )  the  deponent 
obaerved  that  if  ao,  it  ought  to  be  dealroyed,  and  it 
waa  thrown  awaj.  Tbat  after  tbe  counting  waa  fin- 
iahed,  two  ballota  were  wanting  to  correapond  with 
the  book  of  [lolla.  That  he  obaervvd  lo  Judge  Hyn- 
aon lhat  perbapB  it  was  a  mistake  as  to  ihe  ticket  de- 
alroyed b^ing  double,  but  be  declared  it  waa  doable, 
and  Ibal  il  iOtoetimes  did  happen  that  Ihe  ballnta  and 
poUa  did  not  agree.  Deponent  atatea  th«t  be  did  not 
aae  any  name  on  the  ticket  dealroyed,  not  having  it 
in  hia  handa. 

William  Scott,  derkof  Kant  county,  certifiai,  under 
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tha  official  m>I  »f  Mid  eanntj,  Ihtt,  dDiioK  MToril 
jTMM  pMt,  than  bM  basD  a  difTerance  in  lotoe  of  the 
dUtticta  in  md  coantj,  between  the  number  of  namei 
on  tbe  poU-boolu  of  election  and  the  balloti  connted 
-mit. 

The  law  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to  thia  anhjaet,  ii, 
that  "mrr  voter  ihall  delirer  to  the  judge  or  judgei 
of  Iba  election,  in  nbieh  b«  oSen  to  vote,  s  ballot,  on 
wbicb  ahall  be  written,  or  printed,  tbe  name  or  nantM 
of  ihs  penoii  or  pomoi  voted  lor,  and  the  pnrpoie 
fn  which  the  vote  ii  given  plainly  ilengnated.  Thia 
law  further  provide!,  that  after  the  poll  if  doaed,  and 
whibi  the  ballot*  ire  opening  lod  dountiog,  tbit  '■  if 
upon  opening  any  of  Ihe  laid  batlola  there  be  foand 
•ny  more  namea  written  or  printed  on  any  of  tbem 
than  there  ought  to  be,  or  if  any  Iwo  or  more  of  Buch 
ballota  or  papen  be  deceitfatly  folded  logetber,  or  if 
the  parpoee  tor  which  the  vole  ii  given  if  not  plaintj 
designated  aa  wilhin  directed,  ancb  billola  ihall  be 
rejactrd  and  not  CDuDled." 

In  anjqwrt  of  tbe  allegation  of  the  fitting  member, 
that  fundiy  illegal  votes  bad  been  given  to  the  me- 
norialiat  which  ought  to  be  deducted  from  bie  poll, 
be  produced  the  depoailiona  of  Edward  Broivn,  George 
Copper,  Jamet  Coleman,  Joaiah  Maaaey,  nod  ths  offi- 
oal  ceitificaln  of  Jame*  SewatI,  clerk  of  Cecil  county. 
On  the  pTopriety  of  entering  into  an  inveatigation  of 
ibia  kind,  when  election!  are  by  ballot,  the  conmittee 
•Dtertain  aariouf  doobta.  True  it  if  that  (he  deeiaiona 
of  the  Houae  in  tbe  caae  of  Kelly  and  Harria,  and 
Ballon  sod  Bcolt.  may  be  ciioiidersd  aa  eatablifbing 
>  the  principle  ;  yet,  it  if  believed  that  when  tbe  citcnm- 
atancei  attending  those  deciaioof  are  examined,  il 
may  be  doubted  whether  they  ought  to  be  viewed  aa 
•Mabliabing  a  precedent  which  ahall  govern  all  future 
dccicMuu.  Bat  aa  no  dcure  ia  entertained  to  agitate 
thie  vacation  at  the  prcaent  time,  the  tettimony  hae 
bean  received,  and  attentively  examined,  but  decided 
to  be  inaoEBcient  to  eelabliah  any  of  the  facta 
tended  Ibr. 

FioiD  a  ihit,  attentive,  and  deliberate  eiamiuation 
of  the  eaae,  in  bH  ita  pointa  and  bearingt,  the  commi 
tee  aie'  impelled  to  the  concluaion  that  the  aitting 
member  cannot,  conaiitant  with  the  ConititQtion  of 
tbe  United  Statea,  be  allowed  to  retain  a  aeat  in  thia 
Hooae,  under  the  proceediagf  of  Ihe  Governor  and 
ConneilofMarylantl.  That  the  teatimooy  in  relation  to 
the  two  TOtea  rejected  indiatrict  No.  1,  of  Kent  county, 
proves  that  tbeie  tickets  were  not  fraudulent,  and  that 
they  ought  to  have  been  eouated  to  the  poll  of  the 
memorisliit,  for  whom  thef  were  given ;  and  that  tbe 
vote  allowed  to  him  in  district  No.  2,  in  Cecil  county, 
onght  to  be  deducted  from  his  pall,  aa  being  clearly  an 
illegal  Tote.  Therefore,  by  adding  to  the  poll  of  Phi- 
lip Reed,  the  memoiialiat,  Iwo  votes  improperly  re- 
jected in  Kent  cannty,  and  dedncting  one  therefrom, 
for  that  improperly  allowed  in  Cecil  county,  he  will 
have  a  majority  of  one  vote  over  the  aitting  member. 

The  paper  marked  A,  ia  the  anfwer  of  the  aitting 
member  to  the  prayer  and  argumenta  of  the  memo- 

The  following  reaolutioni  ire  submitted  : 

"  lUtetvtd,  That  Jeremiah  CaUfden  ia  not  entitled 

to  ■  seat  in  thia  Houae. 
•'Jtaolved,  That  Philip  Reed  ia  entitled  to  a  aeat 

iu  tbia  House." 

A — Ltlter  of  tit  titting  vtemhtr, 

8ia  :  In   the  coutiatcd  election  between   General 

PUlip  Saed  and  rayseir,  as  it  nay  be  pretomed  that 


all  tbe  testimony  on  both  aides,  intended  to  be  pro- 
duced, or  which  will  now  be  recaved,  has  been  aab- 
mitted  to  the  cooimittae,  it  seems  proper  Ibat  I  ahonld 
offer  a  few  remarka  upon  tbe  subject.  This  would 
bare  beao  earlier  done,  but  for  the  impreaiion  that  a 
par^^  diacuaaion  would  rather  retard  than  expedite 
Ihe  ultimate  determination.  In  replying  to  the  peti- 
memorial  of  (^neral  Reed,  I  muil  beg  per- 
lo  invert  the  order  adopted  by  him.  HeclUma 
itheHooaeaiRepreaentitivea  upon  the  ground 
that  be  had  a  legal  majority  of  votes  ;  and  if  euch  were 
tbe  fact,  bie  claim  would  not  be  teaiited;  but  I  will 
examine  this  fully,  a*  tbe  aecond  branch  of  the  pres- 
ent inquiry.  In  the  latter  part  of  tbe  memorial  the 
petitioner  labors  to  show  that  tbe  law  of  Maryland, 
under  which  the  aitting  member  haa  been  returned,  is 
repugnant  to  die  Conslitutiau  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  therelbre  void.  This  taw  was  paif  ed  in  1790,  and 
--'  --  1791,  aa  stated  in  Ihe  petitinn,  about  iwo  years 
M  formation  of  the  Conatilntion  of  Uie  United 
and  by  some  of  thoefl  very  men  who  just  before 
bad  sat  in  the  Convention  which  agreed  to  adopl  (bat 
Constilutian.  It,  moreover,  was  passed  for  Ute  ex- 
press, avowed  purpose,  of  carrying  that  Conatitotioa 
iDlo  effect,  and  giving  it  full  operation  in  Maryland. 
Thia  ii  declared  to  be  the  object  of  the  law,  (sea  the 
act  itself,  1790,  chap.  IS.)  Il  mustlfaen  appesrsttaag* 
indeed,  if,  under  these  clrenmitsnces,  the  law  ahall  be 
found  to  be  at  war  with  the  Constitntian,  in  one  of 
moft  important  ])rovisions !  I  rather  presume  the 
Constitution  waa  quite  aa  well  understood  by  tbe  k%.- 
of  this  law  aa  it  ia  now,  and  I  brg  leave  to  add, 
that  I  farther  presume  that  Uiere  then  existed  quite  u 
little  dIapoailioD  to  violate  the  Conatitntion,  oi  the 
rights  of  the  people,  aa  st  this  time.  Upon  toming  to 
the  law,  the  following  protisiao  will  be  found  in  tbe 
&ral  section  thereof:  "  Whereas  it  is  decUred  by  tbe 
Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes  thai  the  Hoiuaof 
Representatives,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  StaUa, 
shall  be  composed  of  members  chosen  every  second 
year  by  the  people  of  Ihe  aeveral  Statea ;  that  the 
electors  in  each  Stale  shall  have  the  requisite  quali- 
fications of  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of 
tbe  Stale  Logislalorea,  &c.  In  order,  tbetelbrs,  to 
carry  tbe  said  Constitution  into  effect,  be  it  enacted," 
&c.  It  is  presumed  Ihat  this  section  will  hardly  be 
contended  to  be  at  variance  with  the  Coostitation. 
And  similar  sentiments  and  language  are  to  be  foood 
in  tbe  third  and  eighth  sacliona  of  thia  same  law.  Yet, 
io  the  thirteenth  section,  it  ia  provided  "  lliat  in  case 
two  or  more  persona  shall  have  an  equal  number  of 
votes,  tbe  Governor  and  Council  shill  determine  I7 
lot,  from  the  candidates,  who  shall  be  the  Repreaeot- 
ative."  Are  these  several  proviaiona  inconsisteat  with 
each  other  1  Can  they  not  well  stand  together,  and 
form  parts  of  Ihe  same  aysteni  of  elections  !  The  moat 
rigid  critic  must  admit  thai  ihey  may.  Then  they 
may  as  eaaily  be  tecouciled  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Btales.  And  when  it  U  asked.  What  are  the 
rights  of  individual  voters?  and  what  are  the  powers 
of  Slate  Legislatures  in  relation  lo  electiona  !  this  very 
law  furnishes  a  strong  and  dear  illiuLration.  Every 
person  entitled  lo  vole  for  Delegates  to  a  Btale  Legis- 
lature ia  also  entitled  to  vote  for  a  Hepresenlative  to 
Congress ;  and  he  haa  as  high  a  aecunly  for  the  one 
right  as  the  other.  But  upon  tbe  preiamption  that  all 
the  voters  of  a  given  dielrici  bave  eiercisad  this  rifbt, 
(and  such  is  Ihe  preeumptton  of  law,)  and  a  tie  be- 
tween two  or  more  candidates  ia  Ihe  ronsaquence,  then 
tbe  Slate  LegislatnTe,  under  tbe  power  lo  r^olate 
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r  of  holdiDB  Blactioni  for  RopraentrntiieB 
I,  way,  if  they  Ibiok  prapsr,  provi^  b;  U.w 
for  the  dstoinui»tiaD  of  tbo  tie,  by  lot,  or  oAatwiw. 
But  in  loeh  ■  cua  the  petitioDer  wddU  object  that 
the  dioica  would  not  be  by  the  people.  Mr.  Chair- 
nani  if  <*e  ooBaull  the  phtaeeology  of  the  Canatitu- 
lioat  ore  aliall  penmve  that  the  idea  of  repreaentalion 
pariadae  every  part  of  it ;  ^k>t  the  ConatittUion  itaelf, 
IhoDgb  it  liumily,  and  in  aipreaa  tarma,  ia  dadared 
lo  be  ordained  by  the  people,  la  their  act  oolj  upon 
Ihia  principle.  It  commanice*  by  Mying,  "  We,  the 
fao^e  of  the  United  Slal«a,"  ta  if  Ibe  pe^te  were 
pawDolt;  aaaambleil,  and  aboDt  lo  act  together.  It 
will  be  foDod,  air,  that  all  aOa  done  in  the  name  of  the 
peo|^,  «r  in  fiitne  of  antbodt;  derived  fmn  them, 
an  tnily  eod  proMrl;  tb«  acta  of  the  people.  The 
Fnaidant  of  the  United  Btatea,  for  the  pnrpoeaa  cfhia 
qpointment,  i<  a*  tmlj  and  aa  literally  ■  Raprtamt- 
■liva  «f  ttM  people  aa  a  member  of  Uangreaa.  Hia 
«)aetiaD  ii  not  ao  inuaadiately  the  act  of  the  people, 
Wetill  he  ia  eUctad  by  thoin. 

Bat,  air,  the  petitioner  ebjecta  Ihrther,  and  aiaerta, 
napacting  the  Sral  olaose  of  the  (econd  article  of  the 
Oooatitation,  (alraadv  qaoted,)  that  "the  command 
bare  ia  peremptory,  ic.  Now,  with  aabmiaaion,  I 
ntMt  inaiet  that  here  ia  jio  command  at  all,  either  per- 
•npUty  or  Mit.  The  danae  contaiiM  a  general  de- 
alaratory  deacription  of  the  Honae  of  Repreaentatiiee ; 
bat  Kora  genenl  it  could  not  well  be,  and,  wiUiont 
fbrdnf  ila  OMBifeBt  meaning,  it  cannot  be  regarded 
>B  an  anthority  for  any  partieulai  mode  of  election  bj 
the  people.  Aad  we  haie  eeen  that  it  ia  perfecUy 
coouilent  with  the  law  of  Maryland,  of  which  it  ja 
nada  a  anbaiantial  part.  Upon  the  prindplea  of  tbia 
law,  DO  popnlar  right  ia  *iotated,  no  Totei  hai  any 
giound  for  cMnpleint,  nor  have  the  Legialature  of  the 
State  traiuModad  tiieir  powers  in  its  passage.  For  I 
cannot  anbacribe  to  thedoclrina  of  the  petitioner,  when 
ho  lays  it  down,  "that  the  Conetitntionnetar  intended 
that  lh«K  ahoald  be  any  interference  on  the  part  of  a 
Stale, -as  to  the  election  of  Represenlativea  lo  Con- 
fn«*,  lilrtbr  than  ia  eipreaaly  declared."  Sir,  the 
Tar;  jeaenaof  this  doctrine  ia  the  tme  one. 

The  Btatea  may  interfere  in  any  and  every  caae 
irhere  (liey  are  not  ezprtealy  or  by  neceaury  implic*- 
tion  forbidden.  The  Conatitution  ia  no  grant  of  power 
lo  the  Stataa  or  to  ^e  people ;  it  ia  a  grant  by  them ; 
■ad  all  powers  not  expressly  or  by  neceasary  impliea- 
Umi  granted  are  retained  by  Ihem.  Surely  it  cannot 
Im  trecraeary  to  press  (his  anbject  further.  But  if  this 
view  of  the  aiibject  ahontd  not  meet  the  approbation  of 
Aa  compiittee  and  the  Hoase,  and  (hey  should  think 
ttie  law  nnconstilutional  and  void,  atiil  the  right  of 
the  petitioner  to  a  seal  i*  not  established.  He  aeta  ap 
a  claim  to  a  aeat ;  and  if  in  point  of  fact  there  was  a 
tie,  and  the  law  of  Maiyland  ia  void,  then  the  petitioner 
haa  no  more  right  to  a  seat  than  any  other  person  in 
tbe  community  ;  and  if  there  waa  a  tie.  and  the  Mary- 
land law  ia  a  valid  one,  then  too  is  there  an  end  of 
the  qneslion.  The  claim  of  the  petitioner  rasta  wholly 
upon  the  fact  of  hia  having  s.  majority  of  legal  volea ; 
*nd  nnleaa  he  can  proTe.lbJa  lact  to  the  aaiisfaction  of 
the  committee  and  the  House,  be  must  foil ;  and 
^Btever  opinion  tbe  committee  and  Houae  may  en- 
tertain of  Ihe  law  of  Maryknd,  If  it  ahaU  appear  by 
proof  that  the  aitting  member  had  a  legal  m^ority  of 
the  votea,  bja  seat  will  be  confirmed  aa  a  matter  of 
course.  I  will  therefore  proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
an  aiamination  of  the  testimony  which  haa  been  pro- 


dneed  and  laid  bc£ire  the  cotnmittaa,  reiaarkiiig  Alt 
in  tbia  aa  in  all  othar  eaaaa  of  claim  the  onu*  prooaMtf 
liea  upon  the  daimanL  But  the  aitting  mamber  will 
go  fairther:  he  will  endeavor  to  ahow  b;  proof  tbt 
there  was  a  legal  msjorily  of  volea  given  in  hia  favor 
and  that  the  majority  ia  decidedly  againat  the  peti- 

Tfae  peti^ner  rests  his  claim  solely  upon  two  tick- 
eta,  rejected  by  the  judges  aa  a  donble  ticket  He 
stalea  ihat  these  tickets  were  single,  and  not  double, 
and  that  they  contained  his  name  for  Congress.  Mr. 
Cbainnsa,  both  these  poaitiona  are  denied  podtively, 
and  the  evidence  ia  appealed  to  with  perfect  confidence 
to  settle  the  qneslion.  Tbe  petitioner  prodacea  aev- 
eral  BfEds,vits,  mentioned  in  his  petition,  to  prove  that 
in  the  first  or  lower  dialrict  of  Kent  connty,  at  tho 
time  of  counting  out  the  ballots,  one  of  the  judges 
(Mr,  John  C.  Hynson.the  junior  judge)  drew  from  the 
batlot-boi  a  ticket  which  at  the  time  be  declared  to  be 
a  double  ticket  from  its  size.  He  paned  it  (say  theaa 
deponents)  to  John  Bradshsw,  the  presiding  judge, 
nnopenad.  Mr.  Bradshsw  they  aay  opened  the  ticket 
and  found  it  to  be  doable,  upon  which  it  was  rejected, 
bnt  tfiat  etch  of  those  tickets  contained  the  petition- 
er'a  name  for  Congreas.  The  deponents  furlher  state 
that  they  were  under  the  impreaiioa  that  these  tickets 
were  single,  and  not  double,  as  supposed  by  the  judges ; 
and  thattheii  impressiooa  were  confirmed,  whun, upon 
finally  compsiing  tbe  number  of  ticketa  with  tbe 
DOmber  of  the  names  of  tbe  voters  upon  the  poll-book, 
there  was  a  difference  of  two. 

Thia  is  (he  amount  of  all  the  testimony  produced 
by  the  petitioner  which  is  in  his  favor.  His  witnessaa 
contradict  each  other,  and  are  contradicted  by  Uiofe 
produced  bj  tbe  aitling  member,  in  so  strong  a  mas- 
ner  and  to  such  extent  that  only  a  few  facta  are  leA 
undiaputed  between  them.  It  ja  however  certain  that 
Judge  Hynson  drew  a  ticket  from  the  batlot-boi  of 
auch  unusual  size  aa  lo  induce  bim  to  remark  at  the 
time,  that  from  its  size,  he  supposed  it  most  be  dou- 
ble ;  that  it  was  only  from  tbe  size  of  the  ticket,  and 
not  from  any  other  visible  a]moaraiice,  that  be  wta 
induced  W  make  this  remark.  The  ticket  waa  so  foldad 
together  that  no  one  preaenl — not  even  the  acute  Itr. 
Beckingtou  Scott,  who  obaarvsd  it  when  it  waa  fint 
drawn  from  tbe  box — could  detetmiaa  whether  it  was 
aingle  or  double  until  it  was  opened.  To  Ibis  point 
the  evidence  is  uncontradicted.  There  is  no  witoeaa 
rho  denies  this  lo  be  the  character  and  daaciiption  of 

~ •  '  ed  lo 

/the 

judges.  All  tbe  witnesses  concur  in  elating  the  nyac- 
lionof  thia  ticketia  the  joint  act  of  the  judges.  Thara 
waa  no  dispute,  no  doubt,  about  it ;  no  diasenling 
voice ;  not  even  ■  whisper  among  the  warmeat  friends 
of  tbe  petitioner.  Tbus  far  tbe  evidence  may  be 
safely  truated,  because  it  all  agrees.  The  question 
then  is,  was  Ibis  properly  ■  doi^e  ticket,  or  did  two 
separate  tickets  thua  enfold  thenualvca  by  chance  7  If 
the  committee  and  the  Houas  believe  Ibia  was  a  do^l- 
ble  ticket,  then  there  ia  an  end  of  the  pelitioner'a  claim, 
whatever  names  may  have  l>een  written  upon  the  tick- 
ets. If  tickets  be  loosely  folded  when  deposited  in  the 
ballot-box,  by  preasing  theni  together  with  a  atiok  or 
quill,  or  by  ahaking  the  ballot-box  itaalf,  they  maybe- 
come  partially  enfolded  in  each  other:  bnt  in  auch  a 
caae  there  oao  never  be  any  diCoitty  in  deciding,  by 
tobtr  jndgea,  who  poaaeaa  common  tyai^U.  But  if 
a  Ikkcl  BO  JbUcd  as  to  anawei  the  descnpiion  <^  Hie 
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other-  The  tbiag  u,  oidinarilj  spaikiag,  impoMibla. 
It  will  ha  recollMted  that  the  jadges  Bcted  apon  oslh 
im  Ihie  pwe,  and  tb*t,  w  to  tbU  matWr,  they  folly  aad 
BxpUdily  agreed.  They  ligned  a  joint  letoiD  in 
Mufcrauty  to  thi*  deteiminitton,  irbich  has  become  i 
^Uic  record.  If  either  of  them  bad  felt  the  naallest 
doabt,  or  had  bcea  niidar  the  alightaet  improaBian  (bat 
ibe  tioket  wai  impreperly  rejected,  be  nas  boand  to 
eommonicate  it  to  the  other  judges,  and  to  rectify  the 
miMake  before  the  retsra  waa  made.  Bnl  in  point  of 
fact  (lor  the  proof  of  liiia  ii  alao  uncontradicted)  Judge 
HynMKi  declared,  after  all  the  Totea  were  counted  ont, 
and  after  the  deficiency  was  ducorered,  "(hat  heHaa 
oaftata  that  it  »■■  a  double  ticket,  and  coold  not  be 
onnniad."  TbLa  Jailge  Hjjkoo  alao  temaiked.  at  the 
aame  lime,  "  1bi(  be  bad  acted  aa  judge  aaveral  jeara, 
and  that  Ibe  ticbeu  counted  oat  oOxa  disagreed  with 
Ae  bosk  of  polk."  Aod  I  would  refer  to  the  certifi- 
cate of  the  cleric  of  Kent  coanty,  which  haa  hean  laid 
before  tho  committee,  tot  numeroat  ioatanoes  in  difler- 
aat  yean.  By  this  document  i(  will  appear  that  the 
ticketa  conDted  out  oftanei  dieagieed  wtlh  the  book  of 
poUa  than  accorded  with  it.  Sonutimes  there  was  a 
difiereace  of  ene,  at  other  tioiaa  two  and  three,  dec 

Tbi*  iMia  been  ■llaiapted  to  be  eiplained  by  the 
dapoaitioB  of  Mr.  Beck,  prodnaetl  by  the  petitioner,  in 
a  manner  not  a  little  angular,  and  to  wbteh  I  moat 
reqneat  the  attentioa  of  the  committee.  Mr.  Beck 
8(atea  that  it  was  tile  practice  to  throw  away  scatter- 
iag  votes,  aod  sot  to  count  tbem ;  but  that,  in  I8S0, 
colarnna  were  railed  lor  all  aoBttering  vote*,  dec  Mi. 
Joha  C  Hynaon  is  ntade  to  speak  to  (he  aame  efiuct; 
I  e^  ie  n*w/e  (o  speak.  I  shall  hsTo  eocaaioa  to  no- 
tiea  tbia  more  fully  hereafter.  Mr.  Chaimun,  what 
prapo^ion  is  this  ?  What  ia  ita  character  1  Ha*  it 
IneD  the  pimctiae  for  the  judges  to  Tiolate  thar  oath  1 
When  Totaa  aie  counting  out,  how  is  it  poasiUe  to 
tell,  whan  •  ticket  is  produced  in  Jaror  of  an  iodi- 
ndual,  how  many  more  he  will  obtain  1  And  how 
can  a  judc"  know  who  la  a  candidate,  except  by  tiiB 
ticketa  aa  tb^  appear } 

Bat,  air,  theee  gentlemen  will  admit  that  it  was  the 
practice  to  kem  a  cohlDn  of  nnmbers,  if  none  was 
kept  tor  aeattmagvotea,  and  in  this  nnmwicat  coloinn 
lbs  DBMbar  of  ^  tidiste  was  kept,  indepeodent  of 
ntj  er  all  Khe  candidatea.  The  ol^ect  of  keeping  this 
namericsl  colomn  naa  (o  aaceitain,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  eoneolaeae  of  the  whole  [Mtwoeiling.  But  it  ia  a 
fact  that  mistakse  lure  frequently  occurred  in  the 
hunef  aa  eleclioD.  Nunes  hare  been  placed  on  like 
polHwok  wiio  did  not  rote,  and  others  hare  been 
MMltad  wlio  £d  VMS.  We  hare  a  very  recent  in- 
atsBca  ef  a  leahtas  and  distiHguished  politician  who 
(Med,  but  his  name,  though  as  well  known  as  any  in 
the  eountry,  nai  not  entered  on  the  boek>  Ttua  ia 
the  true  and  natural  aolotion  of  all  the  difficolty. 

Only  BDppoae,  to  the  oae  before  us,  that  one  single 
name  waa  entered  upon  the  hooka  by  mistake,  (a  thing 
that  happen*  CTerj  day,  and  in  all  bodies  or  assem- 
blies *f  men,)  and  then  we  have  additional  proof  that 
the  ticket  wsa  double.  And  parmit  me  lo  inquire 
wbMfaar  (lu*  ia  not  a  much  more  probable  supposition 
than  that  the  judges  should  be  deceived  as  to  a  bet  of 
aaplain,  BOpal|iab1e,aiidiosim[deaeb>rBcter.  Bwn 
a  sii^t  attention  to  the  diilerent  dqtoaitiona  ia  snffi- 
MSDt  to  slww  that  no  clajm  can  be  raised  apon  such 


eridcnce.  Whether  Hynson,  lor  example,  opened  tlie 
ticket  in  qneelion,  or  whether  it  waa  paaaed  to  Brad* 
abaw,  end  opened  by  him,  is  asserted  and  danied  ntoM 
positively  bj  difiareat  witnaasea.  But  all  (he  teati* 
mon;  is  calculated  to  demonatrete  that  the  ticket  wa* 
truly  a  double  one.  It  then  only  lemaine  to  oipkU 
the  disagreement  between  the  poll-book  and  the  tally, 
which,  it  is  presumed,  baa  been  satisfactorily  ilooa. 

The  deposition  of  Juilge  Bradshaw  is  entitled  to 
entire  confidence — a  gentleman  of  high,  respectable 
character,  in  every  view  of  it,  and  a  wttoea  who  has 
acted  with  the  most  perfect  propriety  throughooLi 
When  called  upon,  on  the  2d  of  January  last,  to  gtaa 
teatimony  b  preaeace  of  the  petitioner  and  rittiof 
toeniber,  he  attended,  and  coolly  and  dehfaeratelf 
stated  the  &cts,  bcfijre  thsm,  in  so  clsar  and  cis- 
Gumstantial  a  manner,  aa  (a  leave  no  doub  of  hia 

It  would  give  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  indulge  in 
similar  remsrks  as  to  Mr.  Hynaon ;  but  this  gentleman, 
though  eallail  upon  in  the  aame  manner,  and  raquMMd 
to  atlrad  at  the  aame  time,  and  give  his  evldMrae  ia 
the  presence  of  the  parties,  refused,  or  neglected  te  de 
so.  Thii  ia  proved  by  the  deposition  of  Morgu 
Brown,  junior,  who  had  reqaesled  the  attendance  of 
Hr.  Hynson. 

A  letter  was  (hen  sent  to  Mr.  Hynson  bj  the  ritling 
member,  requesting  him  to  state  in  nrriting  bis  knowl* 
edge  and  recollection  upon  the  eubjcoL  Mr.  Hynson, 
it  is  confidently  believed,  received  this  letter,  but  leek 
no  notice  ofiu  AClerwarJa,  in  ^e  absence  of  the  sit* 
ting  member,  on  (he  10th  of  January,  it  seems  he 
gave  a  depoaition  to  the  petitioner,  which  the  littet 
states  he  lost  on  his  way  to  this  city.  Subaequenl  te 
tbia,  oQ  the  ISth  of  February  last,  Mr.  Hynson,  it 
seema,  mode  oath  again  for  the  petitioner,  and,  ta 
guard  againat  eaauallies,  swore  to  two  deitoBitions, 
signing  one,  uid  not  signing  the  other;  the  latter  is 
ondorsed  "  ■  duplicate,"  and  is  produced ;  the  former, 
which  waa  aigusd  by  him,  aa  stated  by  the  petitioner, 
ia  not  produced.  All  tbia  operation  of  making  daposi- 
tiooB  and  duplicate  depositions,  on  the  part  of  (his 
witness,  waa  in  the  abseoee  of  the  sitting  member. 
This  witness  bad  refnaed  to  attend,  he  had  refused  ta 
put  pen  (0  paper,  be  had  refnaed  to  ut((r  a  wordnliwi 
the  sitting  member  could  be  [weaent,  but  in  hia  abaence 
he  voluntarily  furDishee  depoaitiona  and  duplicates  to 
the  petitioner,  to  his  full  aatisfaction.  AuJ,  in  the 
duplicate  produced,  Mr.  Hynaon  ia  made  to  say  that 
"  the  two  votes  or  ballots  were  (brown  -away,  and  not 
counted  to  Ibe  potia  of  General  Philip  Reed,  as  the 
deponent  was  satisfied  they  aboald  have  been."  And 
was  Ibifl  depoaent  really  satisfied  that  two  Ucketa  were 
thrown  away  which  ought  lo  have  been  counted  to  the 
poll  of  the  petitioner  1  What!  and  be  a  judge,  and  say 
natonew<Kd  about  it,  butdedore  publicly  thai  the  ticket 
wsa  double,  aud  could  not  be  counted !  And  all  thia, 
even,  after  the  whole  of  the  ticketa  were  counted  ont  I 
Then  Uaign  a  rMum,  under  aath,wbijJi  haknewvraa 
iocorraot!  Has  Judge  tiradahsw  acted  in  thIa  maB> 
ner !  I  appeal  (o  every  boaont  in  wliieh  then  m^ 
yet  remain  one  lolitaiy  aparii,  one  lingwing  trace  cf 
honorable  feeling  [  From  Judge  Bradshan's  depaai< 
lion,  it  appears  thai  thna  most  have  been  a  """''jw 
aa  ta  the  names  upon  theae  tickets.  He  aweani,  pou- 
tively,  (bat  be  aaw  no  name  upon  them ;  ha  only  saw 
an  eagle  at  the  top  on  the  inside.  Now,  aa  thia  waa 
a  mark  of  that  ticket  npon  wbieb  the  petitioner  gene- 
Mlly  run  at  tliat  election,  it  may  be  that  the  bystattd* 
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en  who  nw  it  migtil  hue  infenvd  lb*t  the  p«ti- 
tioDer*!  Dame  trw  upon  it;  far  it  miut  be  remambersd 
that  the  name  of  the  petitianer  wai  printed  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  licketi  apon  nhich  it  waa  printed  at  iiU, 
below  the  namaa  of  the  coaptj  delegate!,  though,  in 
■ome  tnataneei,  it  was  atricken  out,  and  the  namg  of 
the  aitting  meinber  inserted. 

The  deponent*  named  in  the  memorial,  or  rather 

BOme  of  themi  sa;  that  (he  doable  ticket  had  upon  it 

"  General  Philip  Reed,  for  Coagren."     I  ferl  no  dii- 

tion,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  catil,  or  laiae  friraloaa  ob- 

Eona,  but  I  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  remarliing  that 
ia  a  itriking  proof  of  ths  incorraclncu  of  the  rec- 
ollection of  iheH  daponenta.  There  were  no  printed 
ticket*  need  at  that  election  containing  thi*  inaerip- 
tion  1  And,  to  prove  the  fact,  aii,  I  aubmit  to  the  in- 
apection  of  the  committee  (be  whole  of  the  ticketa  of 
ons  entire  district  in  that  count;,  la  they  were  taken  ' 
bom  the  ballot  box.  7'he  tickets  are  either  atunped 
with  an  eagte  at  the  top,  or  tritheat  one ;  but  u^  no 
one  printed  ticket  can  thia  auperacription,  intcriplion. 
or  whatever  ;au  ma;  pleaae  %o  call  it,  be  found;  ;ct 
theae  deponenta  uae  the  eame  woida,  and  in  tha  iima 
order  preciietT,  and  ^cir  worda  are  carefully  mttrktd. 


I  am  maeb  miitaken,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  tbeie  liew* 
of  the  aabjeet  do  not  ntiiff  the  committee  that  the 
petitioner  haa  wholly  failed  to  eatabliah  hie  claim  to 
the  benefit  of  theie  tickets. 

Bat,  lir,  be  thia  aa  it  may,  I  will  now  priKxed  to 
ahow  that  there  was  a  decided  msjoritj  againtt  kiiu. 
T  hiTB  hitherto  called  the  attention  of  the  committee 
to  tha  pretenaioDB  of  (he  pelilioner,  and  the  allagaliona 
■nd  proola  oflered  by  him.  Now,  I  must  claim  the 
indulgence  of  tha  committee,  while  I  present  a  brief 
•nd  condensed  riew  of  the  prelEuaioni,  allegationa, 
and  proofa,  of  tha  sitting  member.  Kirat,  it  is  in  fall 
proof  that  the  petitioner  was  allowed  by  the  judges  of 
the  Blklon  district,  in  Cecil  county,  the  benefit  of  a 
ticket  containing  five  names,  all  for  Congraas.  Tha 
ticket  was  carefully  deposited  with  the  dork  of  Cecil 
coantj,  by  the  judgea,  and  a  Ime  copy,  under  his  ofB- 
aal  seal,  has  been  submitted  to  the  committee,  with 
the  affidaiits  of  the  judges  and  clerk,  itating  that  the 
pelilioner  itaa  allowed  a  vote  on  account  of  that 
tickeL 

The  committee  will  obserTe  that  the  judges,  in  this 
ease,  erred  in  a  question  of  law,  and  not  of  fact,  and 
that,  upon  every  principle  of  law,  and,  iodeed,  of  good 
■elue,  this  ticket  should  have  been  rejected.  By  the 
election  Isw  of  Maryland,  it  was  an  absolute  nallity. 
Bui,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  must  be  so,  even  if  do 
positive  slalule  existed  apon  the  lubjecL 

What  would  be  done  ia  the  case  of  ■  ballot  for  a 
committee  of  seven,  if,  upon  cunuting  out,  a  ticket 
should  be  found  with  ten  names  upon  it  ?  or  if,  in  bal- 
loting  for  a  Speaker,  a  ticket  should  be  found  with  two 
or  three  namea  upon  itT  We  sll  know  that  such 
tickelsmaat,  upon  the  principEei  of  reason  and  justice, 
be  null  and  void.  Mr.  Chairman,  f  reapeclfully  appre- 
liend  that  it  ia  altogether  unnecessst;  to  attempt  fur- 
ther toillualrale  or  enforcethis  pert  of  the  subject,  and 
fesl  tha  most  entire  eoafidenca  that  the  commitiee  will 
deduct  this  ticket  from  the  poll  of  ths  petitioner,  lo 
which  it  ought  never  to  have  been  added. 

t  will  next  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  lo  a 
TOte  given  to  the  petitioner  ia  Kent  county,  by  Theo- 


dore Burr.  ThisuMitbadno  residaneein  Kentconnty 
at  all.  except  merely  going  diere  and  undertaking  to 
build  a  bridge,  and  being  actually  in  the  couo^  put 
of  bis  time,  on  that  account. 

His  residenca,  if  he  had  any  in  Maryland,  was  in 
Cecil  county,  and  not  in  Kent,  where  he  voted.  He 
had  been  sued  in  Cecil,  as  his  proper  connty,  (and, by 
the  law  of  Maryland,  a  person  most  be  sued  in  Im 
proper  county,)  and  prosecuted  to  judgment,  and  an 
execution  had  been  issued  and  aerved  upon  his  body, 
retumshle,  and  was  relumed,  lo  the  April  court  of 
that  county  in  IB20.  At  Ibat  court.  Mr.  Burr  was 
committed  to  jail,  where  he  remained  until  late  in 
June,  or  early  in  July.  After  this  he  went  to  Kent, 
and,  on  the  first  Monday  of  October  in  that  year,  voted 
tor  (he  petitioner.  The  certificate  of  the  clerk  ofCe- 
cil  county,  already  laid  before  the  committee,  the  taw 
of  Maryland  referred  lo,  and  the  deposition  of  James 
Coleman,  fully  prove  this  italeiaenl.  This  man  had 
nothing  in  Kent  county  deserving  the  name  of  resi- 
dence at  the  October  election;  but,  whatever  be  had, 
it  was  not  of  six  monthi'  previous  continuance  aa  re- 
I  quired  by  law  to  entitle  to  a  vote. 

I  will  also  ask  the  attention  of  the  committee  lo  the 
vole  of  Thomas  Glanvill,  given  in  Kent,  for  the  peti- 
tioner. Olanvill  bad  no  residence.  That  he  had  no 
residence,  is  fully  proved  by  George  Cooper,  and  that 
he  voted  for  ibo  petitioner,  is  proved  by  Morgan  Brown, 
the  present  sheriff  of  Kent  couDtj.  I  refer  lo  their 
depositions  before  the  committee. 

I  will  ask  permission,  Mr.  Chairman,  lo  present 
another  case  lo  the  view  of  the  committee. 

Gideon  Lusby  voted  for  the  petitioner,  and  waa  un- 
der  age  at  the  lime-  I  refer  to  the  deposition  of  Jo- 
seph Massey  to  prove  this.  Here  then  sre  four  vole* 
to  be  deducted  from  the  poll  of  the  petiUoner,  which 
will  establish  a  decided  majority  against  him.  And  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  deposilioni  in  these 
cases  were  Dot  ex  partt,  bal  were  taken  in  ^e  pre- 
sence of  the  petitioner,  who  cron-ezamineif  the  wit- 
nesses, f  am  aware,  hDwever,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
objections  may  be  made  to  this  kiud  of  testimony,  and 
am  prepared  to  support  it,  both  upon  principle  and 
precedent.  Bat  no  objection  can  properly  now  be 
made  by  the  petitioner,  becanse  he  entered  into  the 
evidence  himself,  by  instituting  n  cross-aiaminalion, 
and  it  is  believed  that  no  serious  difficulty  csa  be 
raised  by  any  one  to  this  course  of  proceeding.  It  is 
as  common  as  it  is  easy  lo  make  off-hand  snperfieial 
objections  lo  any  thing. 

What  is  the  greal  difficulty  in  receiring  Ibis  evi- 
dence 1  Sir,  I  have  often  fait  snrprised  to  hear  the 
answer.  It  is  said,  by  giving  a  man's  declarations  in 
evidence,  you  make  him  a  witness  against  himself! 
Sorely,  if  a  man  of  any  understanding  ever  advanced 
this  proposition,  it  mast  have  been  wilbeul  conaiders- 
tion.  Is  it  not  a  principle  of  general  law  that  yon 
can  give  a  man's  declaralioas  or  acknowledgments  in 
evidence  agaioit  him,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  case*  1 
You  cannot  give  a  man's  declarations  in  evidence  for 
Aim,  nor  can  you  compel  him  to  be  a  witness  against 
himself;  but  if  he,  without  compulsion,  confess  or  de- 
clare a  matter  which  may  operate  against  him,  either 
drillj  or  criminally,  this  may  be  properly  given  in 
evidence  against  him.  I  said  (bis  was  a  principle  of 
general,  hut  perhaps  f  might  have  said  of  universal 
law.  9nch  a  confession,  il  is  true,  may  affect  a  par- 
lieepi  criminu  lo  a  certain  extent,  or  it  may  have  a 
qualified  effect  upon  one  having  an  interest  iit  (be 
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■nlniict  to  nhich  the  confaHioa  or  de«l>ntiOD  ralitu  ; 
■nJ  cerlatnlj  it  ought  to  h*ie  theie  effacti,  loiiu- 
loenbli  inilince*  mig:tit  be  put  to  illmtrita  this  prio- 
cmle,  bat  I  fe*r  I  (ball  be  todiam.  fn  the  State  of 
HaijlaDJ,  two  ytmn  tga,  after  mach  coniideiatioD, 
it  wai  •olemnlj  detanniniid  that  thii  kEad  of  eiidenee 
■hDiild  be  rFceiTed  and  acted  apon.  Nor  u  it  any  ■□■ 
twer  lo  thk  ciia  to  call  it  a  high-handed  meaaore  of 
party,  Ac  For  luch  wu  Dot  ita  chiractir.  And 
only  laat  winter  the  General  AiMlably  of  Maryland 
imied  a  commioiOD  lo  thcae  penoni  in  Cecil  county, 
anthoriiiDK  them  to  take  tatimoDy  relative  to  illegal 
Mcs.  Bot,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  principle  haa  Wn 
■uictionad  agaiii  and  again  by  CDngreia ;  and,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  caaea  beietofbie  named  lo  the  committee, 
I  will,  on  the  nieaanl  oeeauon,  only  notice  one  ;  it  ia 
a  cacc  decided  from  Teimeaaee,  in  the  thirteenth  Cou- 
grvH :  Thsman  and  Kelly.  The  cireumatancea  of 
thii  caae  will  be  found  applicable  to  the  caaa  before 
the  committee.  If  I  hare  been  able  to  make  myieLT 
nndentood  by  the  committee,  I  prnume  there  i*  a 
final  end  of  the  petttianer'i  claim.  It  is  less  aubatao- 
tial  than  the  ibadow  of  a  shade. 

Perhapa  I  owe  an  apology  lo  the  comoiitlee  for  the 
tronblelhaTe  given  them  in  tbia  caae;  but  I  trust 
they  will  credit  me  when  I  sspure  them  that  my  pre- 
vailing wish  has  been,  from  the  begiDtiiog,  to  render 
their  inTeatigation  aa  eaa;  and  agreeable  ■■  possible. 
£n  the  praaent  comma nication  I  have  deemed  ii  ad- 
viaible,  for  the  aake  of  brevity,  to  omit  a  number  at 
circaastancea  which  are  of  some  importatice  to  the 
diSerem  *iews  which  might  be  taken  of  this  caae. 

JEREMIAH  CAUSDEN. 
To  the  Hon.  Jobs  Slo^*, 

Chairman  of  the  CommilUt  ef  Bltelum*. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Hanie  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  uniform 
sfjtemofbaakruplcy  throughout  IbeUnitedStales. 

The  amendtnem  moved  by  Mr.  Tracy,  on  Sal- 
tirday  last,  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Nbai^e,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  port  of  the  ataendment  which  limits  the  priri- 
leee  to  others  than  merchants  lo  take  the  benefit 
of  the  act,  to  a  period  "  within  twelve  months 
from  the  time  of  passing  this  act." 

This  motion  wa.i  assented  to  by  Mr.  Thacv,  and 
supported  by  him  and  Mi.  Serqeant,  Mr.  Neale, 
and  Mr.  Whicbt,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Cdthbert, 
Mr.  TocxEB,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Yirginia ;  when  Mr.  Woodson,  after  some  prefa- 
tory remarks,  in  which  he  eipre&sed  his  diasent  to 
the  proposition  before  the  House,  submitted  the 
following  amendment,  to  be  inserted  nest  aAer  the 
words,  "  and  provided  also." 

"  That  all  elaasea  of  the  community,  other  than  the 
description  of  penona  twfare  mentioned,  shall  have  the 
privilege,  at  their  election,  of  becoming  voluntary 
bankiapta,  with  the  conaent  and  approbation  of  ■  ma- 
jot  part  in  value  of  all  the  creditors  of  such  voluntary 
bankrupt,  previoDsly  obtained  and  duly  certified,  and 
that  sncb  bankrupt  shall  be  subjected  to  the  aame  pro- 
ccedinga,  and  liable  to  the  same  peaaltiea,  fines,  and 
brfeitnree,  and  be  entitled  to  all  the  ptivilegea,  benefits, 
and  advantagea.  ■>  are  provided  for,  and  made  ajmlica* 
ble  to,   all  otbei  bankrupts  by  the  regulations  of  thia 

au." 


The  amendmeDt  was  approved  by  Messrs.  Tba- 
cr,  Whiqht,  Balowin,  and  Serqeant,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  essentially  similar  to  tbat  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Mew  York,  (Mr. 
Tract,)  and  for  TRrious  other  reasons. 

It  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mitchell,  of  South 
Carolina,  Robb,  and  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and 
nwatived. 

Mr.  Edwahdb,  of  North  Carolina,  then  submit- 
ted the  following  amendment,  to  be  inserted  in  the 
47th  line  of  the  1st  section ; 

"  And  provided,  also,  that  the  discharge  which  may 
be  given  to  a  bankrupt  under  tbia  act,  ahall  not  operate 
so  as  to  diicharga  the  bsnltnipt  from  debts  which  may 
be  dne  lo  mercbanta,  bsnkera,  brokers,  factors,  under- 
writers, or  marine  inaurera." 

The  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  the  ataend- 
ment was  negatived. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  then  proposed  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

"  That  no  certificate  of  discharge,  under  the  provi- 
aiona  of  this  act,  shall  opeiate  to  discharge  any  baok- 
rupt  from  any  debt  or  debts,  eirept  such  aa  may  be 
due  or  owing  lo  person*  who  may  be  liable  to  became 
bankrupts  nnder  the  asid  act." 

Thia  amendment  was  also  negatived. 

Mr.  WoooaoN  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise  and  report,  to  the  end  that  liberty  to  sit  again 
be  refused,  and  the  subject  finally  disposed  of: 
for  he  considered  that  the  valuable  properties  of 
the  bill  had  been  destroyed  bv  the  vote  gf  tbe  Com- 
mitt^  refusing  the  amendment  which  he  had 

Mr.  Seboeant  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise,  and  he  suggested  to  thegeotleman  from  Ken- 
tuckv,  (Mr.  WoooBON,)  that  when  the  subject 
should  come  before  the  House  he  would  have  an 
op'portunity  again  to  present  for  consideration  that 
amendment,  which  he  deemed  so  essential  to  the 
value  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  rise  and  report  was  then  taken 
and  lost. 

The  second  section  having  been  read,  Mr. 
Walworth  submitted  the  fbllowiog  amendment, 
to  be  inserted  in  the  26th  line : 

"  And  shall  also  prove,  by  his  own  affidavit  or  other- 
wise, that  the  person  petitioned  against  shall  have 
committed  an  act  of  bankruptcy  aa  ofbreaoid." 

This  amendment  was  supported  by  the  movet; 
and,  after  some  further  otMervations  on  the  sub- 
ject, by  Messrs.  SEROEAttT,  Colden.  and  Robb, 
the  questin  was  taken  thereon  and  lost,  without 
a  division. 

The  third  and  fourth  sections  were  then  suc- 
cessively read,  without  proposition  of  amend- 
ment. 

The  fifth  section  having  been  read,  Mr.  Rhea 
proposed  to  strike  out  all  that  part  thereof  which 
follows  the  word  "and"  in  the  tenth  line,  which 
authorizes  the  breaking  of  doors  to  lake  the  body 
of  the  bankrupt 

Mr.  Rbea  made  the  motion  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  a  most  extraordinary  provision.     The  bank- 


rupt might  peihape  be  in  the  house  withou 
knowledge  of  the  o ^  "^^  "■ — "■"  *■■" 


the 


r,  and  he  thought  this  part 
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Mabch,  IBSS. 


ot  tbe  section  was  repugnant  to  every  princijtle  of 
law,  of  common  justice,  and  the  security  of  private 
habitatioa,  whica  wm  guarantied  by  the  fnnda- 
mental  principles  of  tbe  social  compact. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rbba's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  subsequent  sections  of  tbe  bill,  from  the 
sixtb  to  the  twentieth,  both  inclusiTe,  were  suC' 
cesairely  lead,  without  proposition  of  amend- 
ment. 

The  twenty-first  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Rbea  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "pro- 
bable"  in  the  second  line  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  tbe  word  "  good,"  as  precedent  lo  tbe  cftUie 
for  issuing  a  intrant,  &c.,  which  being  put,  the 
same  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

The  twenty-second  to  the  thirty-fourth  sections 
inclusive  were  also  read,  seriatim,  without  propo- 
sition of  amendment 

The  thirty-fifth  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  Fdllek,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  amendment  to  be  inserted  after  the 
■word  "commission,"  in  the  tenth  line  of  the  sec- 

"  Except,  however,  all  debts  dne  from  the  baDkrapt 
tot  inpplles  of  proviaions,  wearing  apparel,  faauwhold 
fnmitUTe  necenary  for  himseirsnd  hi*  bmilj,  and  for 
laborera'  wagea;  but  all  luch  debts  shall  remain,  and 
may  be  recovered,  so  mnch  as  may  be  due  iHai  bd; 
dividend  or  partial  payment  thereon,  notwithstanding 
the  ocrttflcate  aforaMiJ,  or  any  thing  done  pursnant  to 
this  act:  Provided,  kaweetr.  That  no  lingle  debt  to 
axeeptad  shall  eioaed  the  amount  of  ima  hundred 
dollars." 


After  some  remarks  b^  the  mover  in  favor  of 
this  amendment,  and  t 
motion  was  negatived. 


IS  by  1. 
by  Mr, 


RuEA  against  it,  the 


Tbe  thirty-six tb,  thirty-seventh,  thirty-eighth, 
and  thiity-ninth  sections  of  the  hill  having  oeen 
read,  without  proposition  of  amendment,  tbe  Com- 
mittee, on  motion,  at  four  o'clock,  rt>se  and  reported 
progress. 

In  the  House,  the  question  having  been  put  on 
grantitig  leave  to  eit  again — 

took   place  between  Mr. 


aniD,  anu  mr.  rrKiuD-r,  mr.  iiiiutiAK*R,  ana 
Mr.  Sghqeamt,  in  favor  of  it.  Finally,  the  leave 
was  granted ;  and  then  the  House  adjourned. 

TacBDAY,  March  12. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  Stephen  Van  REKeBEL*EB,  elected  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  appeared,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  Qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  SrEAKBR  laid  before  the  House  a  certificate 
of  the  election  of  Stephen  Van  RENBeELAEa,  as 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  tbe  State  of  New 
York;  which  was  referred  to  the  Conmiiltee  of 
Elections. 

Mr.  Smitb.  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  ana  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Jonathan  Hampton.and  others,  repotted 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Miller,  John  C.  El- 


liot, Noah  Hampton,  James  Erwin,  and  Jonatfaan 
Hampton  ;  which  wax  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  tbe  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  eslablishment  of 
a  Territorial  government  in  Florida,"  reported  tbe 
same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  whale  House  on  the  state 
of  tbe  Union. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  securing  to  mechanics 
and  others  payment  for  their  labor  and  materials 
in  erecting  any  house  or  other  building  within 
the  Citv  at  Wa^hinglon,  in  tbe  District  of  Colum- 
bia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  following  joint  resolution: 

RaoUtdbythe  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rtpratntatittt 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congreu  aeetnt- 
bUd,  That  the  SecreUr;  of  the  TreuDij  be,  and  ha 
is  hereby,  authorized  to  deliver  to  the  claimants,  or 
their  legal  repreaentativsa,  or  any  person  legally  aa- 
tboHzed  by  them  lo  receive  the  Mine,  or  to  tbe  person 
who  may  have  made  the  relinquigbiaeat  requitad,  or 
deponted  ths  HTidancei  of  claim,  with  the  commiasion- 
en  ippointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  thirty- 
first  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  entitled 
"An  act  piaviding  Ibr  tbe  indemnification  of  cartain 
claimanta  of  public  isnds  in  the  Miuinippi  Territory," 
all  deeds, conveyances, releaiei,BndDthetpapenwhidl 
may  have  been  depoeited,  under  tbe  prondona  of  llie 
aforesaid  eet,wbereany  claim  has  been  adjudged  invalid, 
by  aaid  commisaioaen,  and  on  whidk  no  acrip  ha* 
iaaned  to  the  claimant  or  claimanla. 

The  resolve  was  read  twice,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  OiLHER,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  submitted  yeet»day  by  Mr.  Cook, 
catling  for  information  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, relative  to  the  receipt  of  uneurrent  notes  <rf' 
the  l^nk  of  Edwardsville,  &c.,  was  taken  up  end 

Mr.  Walworth  laid  on  the  table  the  followiDg 
joint  resolution,  viz: 

Retohed  by  lAe  Senate  and  Houte  i^  Hqireien- 
lativee  of  Ike  United  Statu  of  America,  in  CongreMt 
aaittnb&d,  ttpo-thirie  of  both  Hbutet  eoneurriitg 
Meret'n,  That  the  f^lowing  amendment  (o  the  Con- 
stiUitiMi  of  the  United  tjtatea  be  proposed  lo  tbe  Legia- 
latnrea  of  the  ••vera!  StaU^,  which,  when  ratified  by 
the  Legialatnraa  of  ihrae-fanrtha  of  Ae  Btat«a,  ahali  b« 
valid,  lo  all  intenia  and  purpoaea,  aa  part  of  the  saiil 
Conatitation ; 

That,  until  Congresa  ahaU  adsbliah  uniform  laws 
on  the  aatnect  of  bankruptciaa  tbronghoat  the  Untied 
Stales,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  aeveral  Sutei,  or  any 
of  them,  to  enact  bankrupt  or  insolvent  laws,  in  the 
■ame  manner,  with  the  like  efilect,  aa  thay  might  havn 
done  praviouB  to  the  adaption  of  the  Conalitution  of 
the  United  tJutea. 

The  aaid  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  tbe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  were  kstructed  lo 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  reporting  a  bill  author- 
izing thepaymentforproperty  lost  by  the  friendly 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1269 


HISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


Ibap  Md  Flax  Marine. 


Lidiuks  daring  the  Creek  war,  in  eonfoiinity  to 
the  Tmty  of  Fort  Jackson  in  1S14. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  Stehlino,  of  New  York,  the 
Commiitee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  iostiucted 


leeted  into  one  or  more  volucaes,  alt  the  tawa, 
rteolotkaa,  reports,  proclamations,  treaties,  and 
luch  other  informalion,  connected  with  our  pnblic 
land^  as  is  necessary  to  a  complete  uaderstaDding 
of  the  nmej  and  that  he  cause  the  said  laws,  &c., 
to  be  arranged  under  distinct  and  p'oper  heade,  so 
asfo^ire  ■  clear  and  correctTiew  of  their  present 
sitnatioD. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ai 


plementarj  to  the  several  acta  for  adjusting 
daims  to  land,  and  establishing  land  offices, 
the  dittriets  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,' 


a  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Pablie  Lands. 

The  reaolntion  from  the  Senate,  "proposing  an 
ameodment  to  the  Coostitutton  of  the  United 
Stales  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  President  aod 
rice  Pretident  of  the  United  Sutes,  and  the 
electioD  of  RepresentatiTea  in  the  Confess  of  the 
Uoited  States,''  was  read  twice,  and  eommitiod 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whtde  Honse  m  the 
Mate  ot  the  Union. 

SALE  OF  PUBUC  LANDS. 

Mr.  MooBE,  of  Atahama,  submitted  for  adop- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

SaalMd,  TJiat  the  ComniitUe  on  PnbUc  Lkn^  U 
intfrncted  to  inqairs  ioto  Ibo  exptdienej  of  ftathoriaing 
the  mIo  of  pablie  Uoda  b;  end?,  in  loU  of  Ibrtj  kcnt- 

Mr.  MooBE  spoke  briefly  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion oa  the  gniand  that  it  would  cause  some  land 
to  be  sold  which  olherwiseueverwould,  and  would 
enable  honest  but  poor  men  lo  become  proprie- 

The  resolution  was  decidedly  opposed  by  Mr. 
Cocke,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  Hill,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Government  had  been  already  sufficiently 
liberal  to  pwchasers  of  the  public  lands;  that,  if 
persons  were  aUowed  to  take  out  forty  acres,  m- 
clading  the  springs  wherever  found,  the  remainder 
of  the  land  wouM  be  of  no  use  bat  to  the  owners 
of  tbe  springs,  and  would  be  purchased  by  them 
at  their  conrenience;  that,  if  the  lands  spoken  of 
by  the  gentleman  were  now  unsaleable  in  laiser 
qaantitiei,  it  did  by  no  means  follow  that  they 
era  would  be,  &«. 

Hr.  STEKUMa  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
lable;  which  motion  was  n^atired. 

Tbe  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
ottjfinal  motion,  and  decided  in  the  negative.  So 
Mr.  Moore's  proposition  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabaina,  then  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  consideration : 

Saolttd,  That  (he  Committeo  on  Pablie  Ltnili 
be  iasUneteil  to  infnire  iota  the  izpediKicj  of  grant- 
ing pre-emplion  rigfata  to  Mttlers  on  the  public  Isndaf 

prior  to  the day  of ,  181B. 

The  qaestion  (o  apee  to  the  resolve  was  de- 
cided in  tbe  negative  by  a  decided  vote. 


HEMP  AND  FLAX  MACHINE. 

Mr.  BnTLEH,  from  the  Committee  on  Agricul- 
ture, made  a  report  favorable  to  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Dey  and  James  McDonald,  praying  for 
encouragement  by  Congress  of  their  invention  for 
the  breaking  and  dressing  £ai:  and  hemp,  dtc.,  re- 
commending a  reference  of  the  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  a  view  to  an 
eiamination  on  the  bearing  of  the  patent  laws; 
which  was  agreed  to.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

Tho  Committee  on  Afrienltare,  to  whieh  was  re- 
lerred  the  petiUon  of  Anthony  Dey  and  Jimei  Mac- 
denald,  rennt :  The  petition  alleges,  that  the  laid 
Maedonald,  at  tbe  aipenee  of  the  Mid  Dej,  b**  in- 
vented and  conitnieted  a  new  and  utefiil  michiae  for 
breaking  and  cleaning  of  hemp  and  Sax,  in  an  nnrat- 
ted  slate,  and  that  tbe  uid  Dey  has  diocovered  the 
means  by  which  hemp  and  flax,  after  being  eiaaned  in 
an  nnrotted  state  in  their  machine,  may  be  bleached 
t>y  apTOceM  hitherto  unknown;  that  they  believe  their 
method  of  drening  hemp  and  flax  is  of  very  great  in- 
poitanoe  to  the  sgricullnral  inlereat  of  the  oonntry, 
■nd,  therefore,  uk  an  extenuon  ofthe  eielasive right 
to  make,  eouitltiet,  nse,  and  veDd,to  others  to  be  uied, 
the  said  invention  and  diacoveiy. 

Frwo  (he  evidence  adduced  by  the  petitioner*,  it  ap- 
pens  that  Ihey  hare  invented  a  machine  for  breaking 
and  eUaning  honp  and  Sax,  in  an  nnrotted  slate, 
which  is  diSaTBDt  in  its  piiodplu  and  conitrnclion 
&on  any  madiine  that  ever  ha*  been  niad  for  llMt 
porpoee,  and  that  the  laid  Dey  ha*  alio  diieovered  a 
prooaia,  never  befiire  nsed,  foT  bleaching  hemp  and 
flax  aflar  it  has  been  draaad  in  an  nnroUed  ilste. 
And,  alao,  it  aj^ar*  by  the  ctrtificalu  of  rMpeotable 
gentleman,  who  have  wjtnewrd  the  operation  of  the 
machine,  that  it  will,  by  the  power  of  one  hone,  with 
the  aasistance  of  one  man  and  three  boya,  sepirtu  the 
iDtagHoent  and  niMd  from  the  fibtoiu  part  of  the 
hemp  and  flsi  plant*,  and  daan  the  caiDe,  at  the  rale 
«f  one  pound  in  a  friction  of  time  over  a  minnts,  Bt 
ferUeacbing. 

The  patitionen  farther  uaure  nt,  innD  tbe  operation 
ofmemachiDB  by  horse  power,  with  the  altendaace 
Ofone  nan  and  three  boya,  from  l,SO0  to  3,000  pounda 
of  nnrotted  hemp  or  flii,  may  be  cleaned  in  a  day, 
yidding  from  400  to  BOO  pounds  after  it  is  bleiched  ; 
■nd  tbat,  by  the  addition  of  iDolher  inaebiae.  wbidi 
can  be  moved  by  the  tame  horse,  vrith  the  addition  of 
one  men  and  one  boy  more,  from  800  lo  1,000  ponnds 
may  be  eleened  at  an  expense  not  exceeding  five  dol- 
lar*. And  the  committee  are  informed  by  Mr.  De^ 
tbat  one  man  can  bleach  S&O  pounds  of  hemp  or  flax, 
after  it  ha*  l>een  cleaned  by  their  macbine  in  a  day, 
at  an  expenae  irfona  dollar  and  lavenly-Sve  cent*  for 
the  article  which  ho  uses  in  the  process. 

From  Iheie  cslcclation*,  it  appear*  tbat  any  quan- 
tity of  nnrotted  hemp  or  flax  taken  from  the  field, 
where  it  i* raised,  may  be  broke, cleaned,  and  bleached, 
■I  a  rate  ofleia  then  two  cents  per  pound,  delivered 
in  a  bleached  state  ;  and,  allowing  one  cent  per  poand 
for  the  plant,  as  it  come*  from  the  field,  tbe  whole 
coat,  (except  lor  the  wear  of  tbe  machine,)  in  growing 
this  valuable  plant,  and  breaking,  cleaning,  and  bleach- 
ing it,  will  be  leas  thin  six  cents  per  pounit.  The 
committee  are  not  informed  what  the  eoit  of  hatchel- 
ing  or  combing  it,  (which  is  done  after  it  ii  bleached,) 
and  preparing  it  tbr  the  mannlactnrer,  wonld  be,  hat 
|MW«ana  it  will  not  eieced  two  eenb  per  pound.    If 
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the  inrormatiOD  the  commiUea  Iut>  receiTed,  mil  tbsir 
caleolBtiona,  are  eoirect,  «ther  htmp  or  flai  maj  be 
railed,  dreawd,  and  prepared  for  the  beat  mannficluTe, 
at  an  eipeoae  or  eight  cents,  and  not  eiceediog  in 
an;  caae  ten  cenla,  per  pound. 

Bj  the  eiperimenla  or  the  petitionera,  and  othera, 
it  b  found  that  flax,  drened  and  hatcbelled  in  tba  or- 
dinarj  mj,  iRer  it  haa  been  deir-rotted,  yietda  nine 
ponndi  from  one  hundred  pounda  of  the  plant  which 
ha*  been  ratted,  being  lixleen  pounds  leas  than  ilpro- 
dneed  from  one  hundred  poonda  of  uurollad  flax, 
cleaned  and  bleached  bj  the  method  which  the  peti- 
tionera  have  discovered.  But  no  eiperimsnta  have 
jet  been  made  to  detennine  the  diflerenee  in  the 
weight  of  the  plant,  before  and  aller  it  ia  rotted  ;  thsre- 
ibre,  it  cannot  now  be  ascertained  how  mnch  will  be 
aaved,  in  quantity,  by  this  melbod  of  brealiing  and 
cleaning  it  before  it  is  rotted.  It  cannot,  bowcTcr,  be 
donbted,  that  Ihe  common  process  of  rotting  flax,  ea- 
peciall;  by  dew,  deatrojs  or  iojares  many  of  it*  fibres, 
and,  of  course,  the  qaalily,  as  well  as  the  qaaatity, 
nuit  be,  in  some  degree,  diminished. 

The  commitlM  ha*e  examined  the  machine,  snd 
have  seen  It  operate,  and  believe  it  will  prove  one  of 
Ihe  moat  important  and  Talaabla  discoterie*.  The 
committee  haTe,  also,  examined  the  hemp  and  flax 
which  has  been  bleached  in  thia  new  method  and 
halchetlsd,  and  find  that  the  colored  matter  and  hanh. 
neaa  of  the  fibres  are  renoTed,  and  that  the  flax  is 
rendered  vpij  white,  and  as  soft  and  fine  as  silk.  This 
method  of  bleaching  hemp  and  flax,  it  i*  belicTed,  will 
be  of  great  value  to  the  grower  and  mannfactarer  of 
these  plants. 

CoDsideriiig  hemp  and  flax  among  the  moat  Talnabte 
plants  which  can  be  cultivated  in  this  country,  and 
believing  there  is  an  abandsnca  of  soil  in  every  State 
ill  the  Union  which  is  wall  adapted  to  their  eultnre 
and  growth,  Ihe  committee  are  highly  pleased  with 
the  invention  and  discovery  of  the  pelitionsia.  If 
hemp  and  flax  can  be  raised  in  this  country  as  easily 
and  aa  cheap  aa  in  any  other,  and  these  inventions 
•hoold  prove  as  valuable  as  the  committee  believe  the; 
may,  the  cultivation  of  these  planU  will  engage  the 
Bltention  of  a  large  portion  of  the  agricultoriita,  and 
become  exceedingly  important  to  the  United  States. 
It  may  be  seen  by  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  of  the  .quantity  and  value  of  merchan- 
dise imparled,  that,  daring  tbe  year  coding  on  the 
30th  of  September,  iSSl,  8B,I9S  cwL  of  hemp,  valued 
at  $510,489,  (being  aboat  $120  per  ton;)  hempen 
goods,  of  the  value  of  $236, 174 ;  duck  and  ahoeting. 
of  Ihe  value  of  $BS4,STG  ;  cordage,  of  the  valne  of 
$10T,e6S;  and  linens,  bleachol  and  unUeached,  of 
the  value  of  92,G64,IG9,  were  imported  into  this  conn- 
try,  amounting  to  $4,303,963,  and  that  the  whole 
value  of  the  export*  of  domestic  and  foreign  produce 
of  the  same  kind,  smoaatad  only  to  $8SS,UT6,  leaving 
the  value  of  $3,479,187  in  the  merchandise  produced 
from  Ihe  hemp  and  flax  plants  to  be  consumed  in  this 
conn  try. 

Aa  the  pctitionen  deaire  an  extension  of  time,  and 
liirtber  protection  than  is  secured  by  the  patent  law 
in  its  present  farm,  and  as  it  is  (ha  peculiar  province 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  any  revi- 
sion or  amendment  of  that  law  which  may  be  deemed 
necessary,  your  commitleo  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  reaolulion : 

Beiohfd,  That  the  Commitlaa  on  Agrieultate  be 
dischwged  from  the  further  canaidaTation  of  the  peti- 


DUTIE8  ON  IMPORTS. 
Mr.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  rrom  (he  Committee 
of  Wavs  and  Meaiia,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  by  the  resolution,  on  the  3l5t  of  Janiiatr 
last,  reported  a  billsupplemeatary  to,Bnd  toameud, 
an  HCl.  entided  "An  act  to  regulate  the  coUeclioa 
of  duties  on  imports  aod  tonnage,"  passed  March 
the  2d,  1799,  and  to  repeal  an  act  supplemeutary     I 
theteto,  passed  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  and  for     I 
other  purposei ;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and     I 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  ibe  Whole.    The     I 
bill  is  as  follows;  i 

Bt  il  enacted,  4c.,  That  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the 
first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  | 
dutie*  on  imparts  sad  tannsge,"  passed  the  37th  at 
April,  1810,  and  continued  by  an  act  passed  on  the 
SOtb  day  of  April,  1818,  be,  and  the  aame  is  hereby, 
continued  and  made  peroianenL 

Sic.  S.  And  be  il  farther  enacted,  Thst,  from  and 
after  the  tbirly-firat  day  of  Dacember  next,  the  sixth 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  providing  for 
the  depoaile  of  wine  and  distilled  spirits  in  public  ware- 
honse^  and  for  other  purpose*,"  passed  the  SOlh  day  of 
April,  1816,  shall  be  repealed,  and  cease  to  be  in  force; 
and  the  ssversl  acu  relative  to  the  time  when  bonda  to 
be  given  for  article*  shall  become  payable,  prior  to  the 
date  of  the  ssiil  set,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re- 
vived aud  continued  in  force,  from  and  after  the  said 
thirty-first  of  December  next,  any  thing  in  the  said 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithatanding. 

Sic.  B.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  aod 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the  follow- 
ing duties  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  in  liau  of 
the  duties  heretofare  imposed  bj  law,  to  wit : 

A  duty  of  ten  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  all  the  arti- 
cIm  contained  in  lbs  firit  laction  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  dutiea  on  importa  aud  toa- 
nage,"  which  article*  now  pay  a  duty  of  seven  and  a 
half  per  cent. 

A  dnty  of  twenty-five  per  eenL  on  all  msnufactares 
colton,  wool,  and  linen,  or  of  which  either  is  a  com- 
ponent part,  not  particularly  specified  ;  oa  articles  of 
ailk,  or  of  which  silk  is  a  component  part,  (he  msnn-, 
bclure  of  India,  Uhina,  or  any  other  country  beyond 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  on  engravinga ;  on  ivory, 
shsU,  or  horn  combs  ;  on  Msdraa  handkerchief,  and 
other  manufactures  made  of  the  bark  of  tree*  ;  on  mufia 
and  tippeta. 

A  doty  of  thirty-three  and  a  third  per  cent,  on  nan- 
keens, the  maDOfacture  of  any  place  beyond  the  Uape 
of  Good  Hope. 

A  duty  of  forty  per  cent,  on  ready  made  clothe*. 
The  following  dutiea,  severally  and  speciflcally  : 
On  lead,  in  pigs,  bare,  and  aheets,  two  cents  per 

OnshotiUanuhcturedorlead,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  pewter,  £>ur  cent*  per  pound ; 

On  pepper,  ten  cents  per  pound ; 

On  pimento,  eight  cent*  per  pound ; 

On  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in  bottlea,  twenty  cents  per 
gallon; 

On  a!e,  beet,  and  porter,  imported  otherwise  than  in 
bottlea,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon  ; 

On  Chineae  cassia,  ten  centa  per  ponnd  ; 

On  cocoa,  three  cenli  per  pound  ; 

On  cliocalBte,  four  oenU  per  pound  ; 
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On  ginger,  three  cento  per  ponnil ; 

Od  camnU  and  figi,  ibrea  cenU  per  pannd ; 

On  ptumi,  prDoes,  muKatel  rauint,  tad  raiiilu  in 
jui  ind  boxes,  four  cent*  per  poand  ; 

Oo  all  Mber  rauini,  three  cenU  per  pound  ; 

On  filberta,  three  canto  per  pODnd ; 

On  molHMe,  lU  ceato  per  gtUon ; 

On  pmoeUe,  end  other  ahoei,  or  ilippen  of  »mS,  or 
Dankeen,  tfreotj-fire  cents  per  pair  ; 

On  lued  hoot*  or  bootaee,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cento 
per  pur; 

On  UDoked  salmon,  one  dollar  per  quintal ; 

Ob  lintaed.  palm,  uid  bempaeed  oil,  twentv-five 
cUpergUloi., 

Od  manufsdured  tobacco,  four  centi  per  pound; 

Od  niernt>7  and  qaidtsil*er,  and  all  preparittons  of 
It,  eight  cento  per  poand  ; 

On  bKswaz,  avreo  canto  per  pound  ; 

On  batter,  fire  cento  per  poand  ; 

On  camphor,  erode,  ten  ceuta  per  ponnd  ;  refloed, 
nrent)'  cento  per  pound  ; 

On  dumomilo  flowers,  lea  ceato  per  pODUd ; 

On  Jeatbera,  for  beds,  fite  cento  par  ponad  ; 

On  flax,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

Da  Roman  cement,  one  cent  per  pouod ; 

Oo  indigo,  Iweatj-fiis  cento  per  ponnd ; 

On  coehiaeal,  one  dollar  per  pound  ; 

On  midder,  two  ceato  per  ponnd  ; 

On  megar,  eight  cento  per  gallon  ; 

On  wool,  nx  cants  per  pound ; 

On  all  black  taas,  twentj-Eve  cento  per  pound  ; 

On  hjMn-aUn,  and  other  green  teas,  not  anumer- 
Ueil,  twentj-fire  (xnto  per  pound  ; 

On  Glsnber  salts,  two  ceats  per  pound  i 

On  Epsom  aalta,  three  cents  per  pound  ; 

On  casl,  six  cento  per  bushel  i 

On  pine  spplea,  four  cento  each ; 

On  urack,  forty  cento  per  gallon ; 

On  Cayenne  pepper,  fifleen  cento  per  ponnd  ; 

On  oqipar-bottoma,  cut  round,  orstIl^bottom■,  laiied 
» tlia  edge,  bar  txato  per  ponnd  ; 

On  copper,  in  plates  or  ibeeta,  weighing  more  than 
thirtj-lbnrouoeea  peraqaare  foot,  four  cento  per  pound  ; 

On  copper  plateau  for  eagraTera,  four  cento  per  pound ; 

On  hemp,  two  cento  per  pound  ; 

On  iron,  in  bans  and  bolts,  not  manu&ctnred  by  roll- 
iig,  one  dollsr  per  hundred  weight ; 

Oncastinga  of  iron,  one  dollar  per  hundred  weight; 

On  tfAtt  of  iron,  four  cento  per  pound  ; 

Ou  oiila,  five  centa  per  pound  ; 

On  UTila,  two  cents  per  pound ; 

On  iron  in  sheets,  rods,  and  hoops,  three  canto  per 

On  ircB  caUee,  or  chains,  or  part*  thereof,  three  cento 
;*r  pound; 
On  spades  and  ahorels,  two  dollara  per  doien  ; 
Od  lird,  three  cents  per  pound  i 
On  opium,  one  didlar  per  ponnd  ; 
On  soap,  four  centi  per  pound  ; 
On  alt  priatiag  peper,  eight  centa  per  pound  ; 

wrapping  paper,  lix  cents  per  ponnd  ; 

cdoreil  paper,  six  cento  per  pound  ; 

writing  paper,  iwelro  cento  per  pound  ; 

•ogar-Ioaf  paper,  four  csnl*  per  pound; 

letter  w  folio  post  jMper,  fifteen  cants  per  lb. ; 

book  binders'  band  box,  and  ahoathing  paper, 
tint  cento  per  poand ; 
On  prinlad  hsUKinga,  fifteen  cento  per  pound ; 
On  all  other  papera,  not  enumerated,  ni  centa  par 


On  wines,  Madeira,  aiity  canto  per  gallon  ; 

Marsala,  or  Sicilj  Madeira,  and  other  wine* 

of  Sicily,  forty  cento  per  gallon  ; 
Mslsge  and  Colmenar,  thirty  cento  per  gal.  ; 

Faysl.  thirty  cents  per  gallon  ; 
Fayal,  Pico  Madeira,  fort;  cenU  per  gallon  ; 
Canary,  thirty  cent*  per  gallon  ; 
On  books,  in  sheeto  or  bosrila,  Iwenty-one  cent*  per 

when  bound,  twenty-eight  cant*  per  pound* 

Sac.  4.  And  be  U  further  enaeled.  That  the  follow- 
ing article*  ahall  be  importod  free  of  duty,  tie.  book* 
in  ancient  languages ;  books  in  modern  foreign  lan- 
gusgea ;  books,  maps,  charU,  iiutruments,  nod  en- 
grennga,  spMially  imported  for  the  use  of  any  Slate, 
or  aent  to  philoaopbical  or  literary  institutions,  a*  do- 
oationa,  or  by  way  of  cichange. 

Sac,  5.  And  be  itjurthtr  enaeled.  That,  in  lieu  of 
the  drawback  heretofore  allowed  by  law,  there  ahall  be 
allowed,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  of  September  next, 
a  drawback  of  five  centa  on  eiary  gallon  of  apiiita,  not 
below  first  proof,  dialilled  within  the  United  Blalea, 
from  molsaaai,  lubjecl  to  the  proviaiona  and  regulationa 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  set  to  allow  drswbacka  of  dnlie* 
on  apirito  and  sugar,  refined  within  the  UniUd  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  paascd  the  thirtieth  day  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  liiteen,  eicept  aa  to  the 
payment  ef  the  debenture,  which  ahall  be  made  eon* 
fiirmably  to  an  act  passed  the  third  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty^one,  entitled  "An  act  to  anthoriie 
the  collectora  of  the  cuatoms  to  pay  debentures  issued 
on  the  exportation  of  loaf  aogar,  and  ipirito  distilled 
from  molaasea." 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thatai>  addition 
often  per  centum  aoall  be  mads  to  the  aaveral  rates 
of  duties  aboie  specified  and  impoeed,  in  reapect  to  all 
anch  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  which,  after  the 
said  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thouaand  eight  litn- 
dred  and  Iwenly'lwa,  ahall  be  importad  in  ahipa  or  lea- 
se]* not  of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  this  ad- 
ditional duty  ahall  not  apply  to  such  good*,  wares  and 
merchandise,  imported  in  ship*  or  leaael*  notofllie 
United  States,  entitled  by  treaty,  or  b;  any  act  Or  acto 
of  Congress,  to  be  entered  in  the  porU  of  the  United 
Slates,  on  tbe  psyment  of  the  same  dutiea  aa  ere  paid 
oo  goods,  warea,  and  merchandise,  imported  in  rtiipe 
or  Taaaela  of  tbe  United  Sutea. 

»ic.  7.  Andbe  it  further  enaeted.  That  there  ahall 
be  allowed  a  drawback  of  the  dutiea  by  this  act  impoead 
on  gooda,  warea,  and  merchandiae,  imported  into  the 
United  Statea.  upon  the  exportation  thereof  within  the 
time,  and  in  tbe  msDner,  prescribed  in  the  fonrth  aae> 
tion  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  ad  to  regulate  tbe  datka 
on  importo  and  tonnage,"  passed  on  tbe  twenty-ser- 
enth  day  of  April,  ona  thousand   eight  hundred  and 

8xc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  axial- 
ing  law*  ahall  extend  to,  and  be  In  force  for  the  collee- 
tion  of,  the  dalie*  impoeed  by  this  act  on  good*,  warea, 
and  merchandiae,  imported  into  tha  United  Statea, 
and  for  the  recoTorj,  collection,  distribution,  and  re- 
mission of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeituras,  a*  fully, 
and  effectutdly,  aa  if  erery  regulation,  reatrictton,  pen- 
alty, forfeiture,  proiiaion,  clenae,  matUr,  and  thing,  in 
the  exiating  lawa  contained,  had  been  inaarted  in,  and  . 
re-enacted  by,  this  act. 

Sic.  S.  And  be  iifurfker  enaeled.  That  the  dutiea 
imposed  by  this  act  shall  not  he  IcTied  on  gooda  im- 
ported in  TeaaeU  of  the  United  Statea  from  beyond  the 
Cqie  of  Qood  H<^,  which  shall  haTa  sailed  from  th* 
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Uoited  Slat«B  before  d>e  pUMge  of  thii  ict,  tnd  slull 
MTive  therein  between  the  thirtieth  September,  eighleen 
hnodred  iDi]  twentj-two,  and  the  fint  Jay  of  October, 
•ighteeD  htiailrecl  >ad  tnenlj-thTee. ' 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  resoWed  Itself  into  a 

Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  bill  to  establish 

BQ  Uniform  System  of  Baokruptcy  throughout  the 

United  States. 

The  chirty-niDth  sectiou  wss  read  without  any 
propOBitioo  of  amend  meat. 
The  fortieth  section  having  been  read- 
Mr.  Rbea  mored  to  strike  out  the  words  "good 
reason"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  ihereof  the  words 
"  probable  cause,"  in  the  13th  line  of  the  raid  sM- 
tioa,  wttiek  the  qaeeiion  beioe  put,  was  nega- 
ttved.    No  further  smendmenl  being  proposed  to 
tbat  section,  the  same,  with  the  subsequent  sections 
of  tbe  bill,  lo  the  fbrty^ighth  inetosive,  were  read 
without  further  proposition  of  amendment. 
Tbe  forty-ninth  section  having  been  read — 
Mr.  Rhea  mored  to  strike  ont  the  same  alto- 

5 ether,  which  motion  was  put  and  lost,  without  a 
irision. 

The  fiftieth  section,  to  the  siity-thitil  inclusive, 
were  then  sueoessivdy  read  without  any  proposi- 
tion of  amendment. 

Mr.  SEBoaxHT  proposed  to  introduce  between 
the  aizty-third  and  sixty-foutlh  sections  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Ssc.  64.  And  be  Ufvrther  aiaeted,  Thu.  it  *hdl  be 
the  daty  of  the  eomnninonen,  appointed  under  die 
authority  of  tbie  act,  onee  in  erery  yeer  to  meke  a  re- 
port, ind  trannnit  the  seme  to  the  Secretary  of  Stito, 
'  Btsting  the  nomber  of  persons  who  ihtU  hate  been 
dedarnl  bsoknipt,  the  number  and  amount  of  debts 
proied,  tbe  smoDnt  of  property  aarrendered  and  of 
tfiridende  declared,  noting  in  each  ease  bdj  such  par- 
UealardieumstanceesimarhaTrafleeled  the  amount 
of  the  surrender  or  the  di*ideade,  together  with  tbe 
cMIs  which  have  accrued  under  each  commiedon,  with 
such  general  ramsrke  npon  the  opention  of  the  law, 
and  proposats  ibr  its  amendment,  as  may  seeu  to  then 
materiel. 

Tbe  proposition  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  sixty-fourth  section,  being  the  last  section 
of  the  bill,  was  then  read  without  proposition  of 
amendment. 

Mr.  Serqbaht  submitted  the  following,  to  be 
added  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  section : 

"And  prmided,  also,  that  whan  the  party  against 
whom  a  commisaion  i>  prayed  far,  as  harem  before 
pratfded,  ihaU,  by  writing,  aigned  and  accompanying 
sneb  petition,  signify  bb  ooncBrrsnee  in  tbe  praver 
thereoir,  the  commiMian  snay  be  issued  and  proeeeded 
upon  withoal  any  allegalioa,  allMavit,  or  proof  of  an 
act  at  bankrupt^  haTlng  been  coosmitted,  in  like 
maM«r  as  if  the  same  had  bean  fully  eelaUiebed." 

Tbe  amendment  was  agreed  to,  with  some  ver- 
bal amendments  in  the  subsequent  sections,  to 
correspond  with  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CoLDEN  submitted  the  following,  to  be 
added  to  the  third  section  of  tbe  bill : 

"  But  the  said  commhsieners  and  clerk  ehall  not  be 
allowed  to  diaige  es  for  a  whole  day,  anieee  diey 


>  be  al- 


ha>e  been  actually  employed  in  the  same  bi 
hour*  in  the  day  lor  which  a  whole  dsy  ii 
lowed;  and  that,  where  the  said  commissi 
clerks  may  not  in  one  day  be  employed  in  the  nme 
bniioois  liE  hours,  they  shall  be  lUowed  only  euchr  a 
portion  of  Eve  dollan  ae  the  time  they  are  actnaHy 
employed  been  to  lii  hoars;  but,  in  this  calcolatioo, 
n>actioiis  of  bonra  ^all  net  be  regarded." 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Woodcock,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  last  proviso  to  the  seventh  section;  which 
motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WmoHT,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  insert  in 
the  bill,  as  the  thirty-sixth  section,  the  following: 

"And  be  U  /urMer  tnaeted.  That  any  penon  or 
persona  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  thie  aetv  wbeiliall 
tiais  been,  or  hereaRer  illajl  be,  diachargad  by  any 
Slate  law,  under  the  provisions  thereof  ibM  be  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  said  diachaiVi  as  tUly  as  any 
bankrupt  discharged  by  Tirtne  of  thw  act." 

Mr.  Wbisbt  supported  the  ameBAoeM  it  a 
speech  of  coniidnable  leagtb. 

Mr.  Sawyer  replied  that  tbe  object  which  the 
amendment  proposed  to  attain  was  sufficiently  se- 
cured in  the  fifiy-ninih  section. 

The  question  vras  then  taken,  and  the  motion 


Tbe  question  was  then  taken  on  the  several 
amendments  as  reported,  and,  with  a  modification 
of  the  last,  they  were  respectively  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  staled  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  when 

Mr.  Tracy  proposed  to  amend  the  Dili  by  add- 
ins  lo  the  first  section  the  same  amendment 
which  he  ofiered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for 
admitting  others  than  merchants  to  avail  them- 
setvei  of  the  benefit  of  the  law. 

On  this  question  Mr.  Tract  called  for  tbe  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  thereupon  ordered ;  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  74,  nays  30,  as 
follows : 

ViAS — Messrs.  Baldwii^  Barber  of  Connecticut. 
Bayly,  Bigelow,  Borland,  Breckenridge,  Barrowa, 
Canbreleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Caanoa,  Caua- 
den,  Chambera,  Cocke,  Golden,  Cendici,  Conkling, 
Casfaman,  Darlington,  Darfee,  Eddy,  Edwards  of 
Penniyltsnia,  Eoiti^  Findlay,  Fuller,  Goi4ibid, 
Hawka,  Uerrick,  Hill,  Hubbard,  JackaOD,  F.Jobneon, 
J.  T.  Johnson,  Jones  of  Tenneiiee.  Kent,  Keyea, 
Litchfield,  Little,  McCarty,  Metcalfe,  Hilnor,  Moore  of 
Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Morgan,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson  of  HasHchusetta, 
Newton,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Rochester,  Rugglei.  Sanders, 
Sawyer,  Scott,  Sergeani,  S.  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith. 
Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connecticnt,  Sterling  of  New 
Tork,  Stewart.  Stoddard,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tod. 
Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Walker,  Walworth,  Williamson, 
Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Wright. 

Nats — Messra.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mamacfauutts, 
Allan  of  Tenneaaee,  Archer,  Ball,  Barbour  of  Ohio, 
Baeaett,  Batoman,  Baylies,  Blair,  Brown,  Buchanan, 
Burton,  Botler,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  CaHedi,  Conner, 
Cook,  Crafts,  Cnlhbert,  Dane,  Denisoo,  Dickinson, 
Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
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FanoUj,  Flard,  Giliasr,  GUt.  Gron,  HaU,  Bantj, 
Hobu-t,  Hooki,  J.  8.  Johniiap,  Jooei  of  Virgitiit, 
KirUaoil,  Ltthrop,  Lcftwieli,  Lincoln,  Lang.  LowodM. 
UtCaj,  McNeUI,  McShenj,  Malliry,  Matlack.  Mtl- 
■on,  MktU^  M«rcir,  MitcbtlE  of  FeDniyWaaia, 
Mhcbell  of  South  Carolina,  Neliao  of  Virginia,  New, 
Orentrrct,  Psitenonof  Nen  York,  Pattenon  of  Poiin- 
rfHania,  Pbtllipo,  Picnon,  Plnmer  of  New  Ham^ 
riiire,  PtDmor  ef  Penoiylvania,  Paimctt,  Rankin, 
SMd  ofMnMdiaacIti,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Khei,  Rogen, 
Rom,  Sum,  aiom,  Arlhar  Smith.  W.  Smith,  Al«- 
ander  amjlh,  SurniMO,  S«r*D,  Taindi,  ThempMo, 
Taekar  of  Scwth  Csrolina,  Tacker  of  Virginia,  Up- 
bw.  Vance,  Tan  Raiuaaber,  Van  V/jA,  Wbippla, 
White,  Wiliinna  of  North  Carolina,  WilJUn*  of 
Virglaiai,  Wibon,  Wovdaon,  and  Worman. 

Mr.  Edwakdb^  of  Nortk  Carolina,  then  moved 
lo  amend  tbe  said  bill,  by  insettiDg  after  tbe  word 
"  act,"  in  the  47th  line  of  tbe  flnt  section,  the  fol- 
lowinff  proTision.  viz: 

And  mMed,  alto,  That  na  cettiBeate  of  diachugo 
ntider  iMpraTirionB  of  ibia  act,  ahafi  op«rtta  to  du- 
daffto  any  bankrupt  fhm  anj  datil  or  Mt»,  eiMpt 
■tidi  aa  may  be  d«a  or  owing  to  poraooa  who  may  be 
IhUe  to  bnwBM  baaknipt*  nndM  din  act 

And  the  qtiesdoo  being  taken  ibereon,  it  wss 
determined  in  the  n^^atire — ytu  71,  nayt  87,  as 

Yaaa  MaaMa.  Ataxandar,  Allan  of  TeanaMee, 
Archer,  Ball,  BaAer  of  Ohio,  Btawlt,  Bateman,  Blair, 
Br«Ek«oridf«,  Brown,  Badianan,  Burton,  CampMl 
of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Uondict,  Darlington,  Edwardi  of 
North  CaroHna,  Fla^d,  Gilmer,  Giat,  Hall,  Hooka, 
Jackww,  F.  Johnoon,  J.  T.  Jaboian,  Kent,  Kejea, 
Leftwich,  Lilchfitld,  HcCoj,  McNeill,  McBberry,  Mat- 
lack.  MitcheD  of  PeoMylrania,  Moore  of  Aiabsni*, 
Hiirraj,  Neale,  Newton,  Oventreet,  Pattanon  of  Pao- 
■jlranla,  Pbillipa,  Flumer  ofNew  Hamuhire,  ReiJof 
Beorgie,  Rochcater,  Row,  Seotl,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smitb, 
W.  Sniilfa,  Alaiandrr  Smytb,  J.  S.  Smitb,  eierling 
•r  New  York,  SterenaoD,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swi 


Na«e — Meaa.  Allen  of  Uaiaiehnaetta,  Baldwin, 
Baaba  of  Cotmectient,  BnHea,  Bayly,  Bigelow,  Black> 
Udge,BoilHd,Blimwa,  Bntler,Cainbteleng,  CaMady, 
Candan,  Chaaiban,  Codie,  CeUan,  Gonkting,  Con- 
ner, CiaAa,  Coahman,  Cnthbart,  Dana,  Dickinaon, 
Dnrfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwudaof  Conuedicnt,  Ed- 
waida  of  PeBBBTlraniB,  Eoatia,  Fanelly,  Findlay, 
Falter,  Gotfaani,  Groaa,  Harrey,  Hawk*,  Hill,  Hobart, 
Hnbburd,  J.  8.  Johuton,  JoneaoT.Tennaaaee,  Kirk- 
land,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Iiittic,  Long,  Lowndea,  He- 
Carty,  Mallaiy,  Halaon,  Mattocki,  Mercer,  Hilnor, 
Mitchell  of  Soalh  Carolina,  Moore  of  PeaQajlrnnia, 
Msora  ef  VirgiDia,  Morgan,  Netaon  of  Virginia,  New, 
PatioHA  of  New  York,  Pitcher,  Plamer  of  Pennayl- 
Tuda,  Poinaett,  Bead  of  Maaaadnaelta,  Rb«a,  Ricb, 
Rogera,  Baggtee,  Bun,  Sandera,  Sawyer,  Sergeant, 


Mr.  Woodson  then  moved  to  amend  tbe  aaid 
tnll  by  ioiertiiig^  after  the  word  "  act,"  in  ttie  said 


47th  line  of  the  firat  section,  tbe  following  words, 
viz: 

"Unlaae  with  titcir  consent;  and  they,  and  all  other 
claMBi  of  the  conmnniiy,  aball  hare  ttw  priTilega,  at 
their  eleoljon,  of  becoming  volnntary  bankropta,  with 
tbo  cotiaeDt  and  approbation  of  a  major  part  in  laloe 
of  all  tbe  creditora  of  luch  tolantary  bankmpt,  pteri- 
onaly  obtained  and  duty  certified,  and  that  such  Iwnk- 
mpt  ehall  be  aubjected  to  the  same  jnoceadinga,  and 
liable  to  the  eeme  penaltie*,  finea,  and  fbrfaitnraa, 
and  be  entitled  lo  all  the  piivilegei,  benelila,  and  ad- 
Ttntagea,  aa  are  provided  for,  and  made  applicable 
to,  all  other  bankrupt*,  by  the  regulationa  of  iJiia  bill. 

Mr.  Breceenridqe  said,  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  discuxiing  the  merits  of  the  amend- 
ment propoied  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  WooDaon.) 
He  felt  thai,  lo  enter  now  into  Chat  discussion, 
would  bean  unpardonable  consumption  of  the  lime 
of  the  House.  He  only  desired  to  inform  the  hon- 
orable nntlemaa  from  Pennsylrania,  (Mr.  8iB- 
OBAHT,)  and  the  friends  of  the  bankrupt  bill,  that 
without  some  such  prorision  as  that  ofioed  by 
his  colleague,  the  bill  would  not  be  supported  bf 
many  who  would  advocate  a  law,  embracing,  m- 
der  pr^r  resttictions,  all  classes  of  tbe  commu- 
nity-. Tou  have  a  right,  sir,  to  pass  uniform  laws 
on  ib«  subject  of  banEtuptcy.  But  are  you  bound 
to  confine  its  operations  to  merchants  only  7  And 
does  not  policT  and  justice  alike  require  that  the 
remedy  Bnould  be  commensurate  with  the  evil  ? 
Witt  you  not  extend  it  to  the  mechanic,  or  any 
other  class  of  your  citizens,  who  may  be  fuli^ect 
to  the  vicissitudes  of  fortuue  1  Tbe  citizens  of 
the  West  ate  a  trading  people;  tfaey  are  all  more 
or  less  engaged  in  that  species  of  traffic,  from 
which  pecuniary  embarrassment  may  arise.  The 
East  and  the  North  desire  that  merchants  only 
shall  t>e  embraced  by  the  law.  But,  whilst  they 
are  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  misfortune,  wiU 
they  not  also  lighten  the  l>urden  of  their  tHvth- 
ren  7  He  warned  the  friends  of  the  bankrupt  taw, 
tliat  if  they  rejected  the  proposed  amendment,  the 
bill  itself  would,  in  tbe  end,  be  also  rejected. 
Those  opposed  to  the  bankrupt  bill,  wonld  not  aid 
in  its  amendment — it  must  be  done  by  the  friends 
of  the  measure,  or  the  whole  is  lost. 

Mr.  J.  Sfeis  Smith  said  that,  as  he  haj  con- 
sumed DO  portion  of  the  time  of  Ilie  House  upon 
the  motion  to  su-ike  out  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  and  as  he  had  no  wish  to  go  into  a  discussion 
of  the  constitutionality  or  expediency  of  the  pro- 
posed system,  he  expected  to  meet  tbe  indirigence 
of  the  House  whilst  he  offered  a  few  remarks  in 
support  of  the  amendment  offered  by  one  of  his 
cmleagnes.  (Mr.  Woonsoit,)  lo  those  already  pre- 
sented by  his  friend  from  Kentucky ,(  Mr.  Bhbck- 
GiiBiBOB,)  who  had  just  taken  his  seal. 

In  all  general  propositions,  said  Mr.  Shith, 
containing  prinei^es  offered  for  lesislative  sanc- 
tion, which  are  to  operate  as  rules  of  conduct 
throughout  a  whole  nation,  there  must  necessarily 
be  a  concession  of  judgment  and  interest  to  a 
given  exieot.  Otherwise,  in  a  Government  like 
oars,  diversified  at  first  by  the  liand  of  nature,  pro- 
I>elled  by  conlrarient  in'terests  in  different  direc- 
tions, and  chequered  by  tbe  operations  of  muaicipa  1 
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tegtdatioDS,  it  woald  be  impoMJble  lo  advance  the 
great  common  inierest  of  the  nation.  It  should 
not,  therefore,  be  expected  by  the  friends  of  the 
measure,  that  the  iniecesi  and  adTBOtage  of  their 
immediate  eonstituents  alone,  are  to  be  consulted; 
nor  should  it  be  concluded  by  the  adrocates  of  the 
bill,  that  no  other  views  but  their  own  are  worthy 
of  consideration.  Upon  this  floor,  continued  Mr. 
S.,  the  feelings  and  interests  of  ereiy  class  are, 
or  should  be,  represented.  It  would  most  surely 
be  unwise,  and  a  violation  of  our  duty,  to  leg- 
islate for  the  benefit  of  any  class,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  others,  unless  in  some  special  cases. 
This,  sir,  is  a  proposition  to  create,  by  legislative 
enactment,  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throaghout  the  United  Slates.  The  policy,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  some  most  respectable  gentle- 
men, the  necessity,  of  this  measure,  KfOW  out  of 
the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  ofa  very  lar^ 
and  meritorious  class  of  our  fellow-citizens,  who 
liave  been  engaged  in  commerce.  Whilst  I  ad- 
mit, said  Mr.  S.,  the  great  advantages  which 
the  country  has  received^  and  will  continue  to  re- 
ceircj  from  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  com- 
mercial men  ;  and  wnilst  I  recognise  their  right 
to  be  represented  here,  and  declare  my  sympathies 
for  their  misfortunes,  and  readiness  to  lend  my 
aid  in  all  legitimate  measures  for  their  relief,  I 
cannot  forget  that  they  constitute  but  a  rery  small 
portion  of  the  whole  communitv,  to  all  of  whom 
the  principle  of  the  bill  should  oe  applied,  when- 
ever it  shall  pass  into  a  law. 

The  avowed  object  of  the  bill,  sir,  is  to  diiisolve 
from  all  legal  liability  for  debt  the  unfortunate 
man  who  has  been  overwhelmed  by  adversity, 
and  thus  redeem  him  from  what  has  been  pro- 
nounced cruel,  unnecessary,  and  unmerited  vas- 
salage. Why  confine  the  opeiatioa  of  your  be- 
nign intention  to  persons  designated  in  the  billl 
1  affect  not  to  know,  sir,  much  about  the  wants 
and  interests  of  commerce  and  trade,  in  our  large 
cities  and  seaport  towns ;  but  I  claim  some  knowl- 
edge of  the  situation  of  farmers  and  other  persons 
not  included  in  the  bill,  and,  without  undertaking 
to  say  that  &  bankrupt  law  is  desired  by  them,  1 
will  venture  the  assertion,  that  it  would  ne  unfair 
and  unequal  to  pass  one  without  giving  them  the 
benefit  of  it.  We  are  told,  continued  Mr.  S.,  that 
commerce  and  trade  demand  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  Would  you  exclude  agricalture,  sir,  upon 
which  ihey  both  depend  1  I^from  the  operation 
of  causes  over  which  persons  engaged  in  com- 
merce and  trade  had  no  control,  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens  have  been  ruined 
and  undone,  does  it  necessarily  follow  that  those 
engaged  in  agriculture  and  other  pursuits  have 
not  met  with  like  calamities?  In  that  country 
which  has  honored  me  with  a  seat  here,  and 
which  IB  essentially  an  agricultural  country,  men 
engaged  in  commerce  and  trade  do  not  constitute 
any  uing  like  a  majority  of  those  who  ought  t< 
be  benefited  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  unoi 
your  table?  From  the  paper  system,  which  nas 
been  sanctioned  not  only  by  Kentucky  and  many 
other  States  in  the  Union,  but  by  the  Federal 
Ckiverament  itself,  roaDy  individuals,  other  than 


merchants  and  traders,  have  been  undone,  not  by 
adventuting,  said  Mr.  S.  beyond  their  means,  in 
commerce  and  trade,  for  the  accumulation  of 
wealth  and  (he  enjoyment  of  splendor;  not  with 
the  hope  of  buying  principalities  and  erecltne  pal- 
aces ;  no,  sir,  by  yielding;  to  (he  influence  of  (hose 
noble  and  generous  feelings  which  adorn  our  na- 
ture— the  feelings  of  friendship — many  beyond  the 
mountains,  who,  but  a  little  while  back,  were  liv- 
ing upon  (beir  farms  in  ease  and  independence,  if 
not  affluence,  hare  found  themselves  suddenly 
ruined,  and  bioughl  (o  poverty  and  want — not  by 
their  own  prodigality,  sir,  but  by  bank  endorse- 
[5  and  other  securityship — for  whom?  Men 
engaged  in  commerce  and  trade.  Can  it  be  right, 
sir,  can  it  possibly  be  right,  that  he  who  has  been 
urged  on  by  cupidity  or  ambition,  and  in  the  fur- 
therance oftbose  passions  haa  surrounded  himself, 
in  his  proeress,  by  individuals  drawn  to  him  by 
feelings  of  partiality  and  friendshipj  when  he 
sinks  into  ruin,  and  overwhelms  his  friends  in  his 
fall — can  it  be  right,  sir,  I  ask,  to  redeem  him,  and 
leave  them  hopeless,  despondent,  undone  1  If  the 
individual  thus  redeemed  looks  with  gratitude  and 
love  to  bis  country,  what  must  be  the  reflections 
of  those  whom  he  nas  undone,  and  their  country 
leaves  in  ruin,  when  they  draw  a  comparison  of 
(heir  situations  7  If  you  strengthen  the  altach- 
loeat  of  the  first  to  his  country,  you  alienate  the 
affection  of  the  other. 

The  bill  should  also  be  clearlv  retrospective  in 
its  operation  and  power  of  reaemption ;  other- 
wise, thousands  of  m^itorious  citizens  will  derive 
no  benefit  from  its  passage;  and,  if  you  do  in- 
terpose, do  it  efficiently— 4et  us  have  a  general 

I  do  not  speak,  said  Mr.  S.,  of  the  sitiiation  of 
those  who  wish  (his  law,  in  the  large  commercial 
cities  of  the  Union.  I  speak  of  those  in  the  West, 
the  causes  of  whose  embarrassments  I  be((er  un- 
derstand, and  whose  claims  to  all  the  advantages 
proposed  by  the  bill  are  at  least  equal  to  the  claims 
of  any  other  portion  of  this  great  community. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  (here  is  no  punishment  unac- 
companied with  ignominy,  which  I  would  not 
undergo  rather  (ban  give  my  support  to  a  meas- 
ure which,  if  it  does  pas.%  should  operate  for  the 
benefit  and  advantage  of  the  whole  people,  but 
which,  as  the  bill  now  stands,  will  be  partial  and 
unjust.  I  shall,  therefore,  with  great  pleasure, 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Messrs.  Robs  and  Cook  spoke  against  the  mo- 


The  question  being  taken  on 
bill,  it  passed  in  the  aflirmati 


s  follow 


I  amending  the 
yeas  &6,  nays 


Yiii — Meun.  Allen  ol  MatuchusetU,  Baldwin, 
Barbar  of  CoDneeticnt,  Bataman,  Bayly,  Bigelow, 
Borland,  Breckentidge,  Burrcnri,  Cambreleng,  Camp- 
belJ  of  New  York,  Cannon,  Csluden,  Cbambeni, 
Ci>cke,  Coldaa,  Condict,  Conkling,  Crmfta,  Cnihman, 
DarliDBton,  Durfae,  Dwigbt,  Eddj,  Edwards  of  Con- 
necticut, Edwardi  of  Pennirlvania,  Euatii,  Findlsy, 
Faller,  Gorham,  Hawka,  Herriek,  Hill,  Holcombe, 
HaUianI,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent, 
Keja,  Litchfield,  Little,   McCarty,  Matealle,  Milnor, 
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Hoora  of  PanDajlTanU,  Moora  of  Virginia,  Moore  of 
Altbams,  Margaa,  Murrey,  Ncale,  Nelion  of  Mu- 
achnntti.  Ne«,  Patlenon  of  New  foik.  Pitcher, 
FInmn  of  PeDDijIiania,  RaokiQ,  Rich,  Rocbetter, 
Rafrn,  Ruggles,  Rsea,  Rnneil,  Siodert,  tiawjer. 
Scan,  Buseeat,  B.  Smith,  J.  8.  Bmitti,  StoTling  of 
Conoectiail,  8t«rling  of  New  York,  Stoddard,  Bwan, 
Bveuiif en,  Taylor,  1'oi,  Tomlinioo,  Traoj,  Walker, 
WbiU,  Whitmaa,  Williimioii,  Woodcock,  Woodion, 
■nd  Wright. 

Niii — titmn.  Alexander,  Alien  ii  Taontwec, 
Ardier,  Bail,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bauett,  BayUea,  Black- 
ledge,  Blair,  Bioirti,  Bacbaaan,  Barton,  Buller,  Cimp'  I 
bell  af  Ohio,  CaHedj,  Conner,  Cook,  Cutbbert,Dine, 
DeolioD,  Dickinaon,  Edwards  of  North  Caratiaa,  Ftoj  J, 
Gilmer,  Gilt,  Groii,  Hall,  Haney,  Hook*,  J.  8.  John- 
■toD,  Jonea  of  TirBinia,  Kiiklaad,  Lalhrop,  Leftwich, 
IJDcoln,  Long,  Lowndaa,  HcCoy,  McDnme,  McNeill, 
McSheiTj,  Mallary,  Matkck,  HatKtn,  Mattocki.  Mer- 
car.MiichaUof  Penaaylvania,  Mitchell  of  Son  lb  Ca- 
rellaa,  Nabon  of  Virfinia,  OieraCreel,  Pallarwn  of 
PenDirtvania,  nuUipa,  Piamn,  Plnmer  ofNew  Hamp- 
•hire.  PoiMMt,  Seed  of  Maaaachoaatta,  Seid  of  Geor- 
gia, Hbea,  Horn,  Sloan,  Arthur  Bmilb,  W.  Smith, 
Aleiander  Snylb,  Steianaon,  Tatnall,  ThompaoD, 
Trimble,  Tndtar  of  Soalh  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Vir-  | 
gioia,  Cpbam,  Vance,  Van  Renaaelacr,  Van  Wyck, 
Wbipple,  WiUiama  nf  North  Carolina,  Williami  of 
Viigmia,  WilMD,  and  Worman. 

Mr.  Fciu.BR  then  moved  further  lo  ftmend  the 
iiid  bill,  by  iniertidg,  after  the  word  "  commis- 
lioD,"  in  the  7ih  line  of  the  35th  section  of  the 
printed  bill,  the  following,  viz; 

"  Bteept,  bawoTer,  alt  debt*  from  the  bankrupt  for 
iDppUaa  of  proTiaioiia,  wearing  apparel,  hoiMahold  fur- 
aitsra  neeaaiatj  for  himaeir  and  hia  hmily,  and  fur 
Uboran'  wagea ;  bat  all  aocb  debt*  ihal)  remain  and  may 
be  moTared.  ••>  much  aa  may  ba  dae  after  any  di*i> 
dand  or  partial  payment  therein,  notwithalaBding  the 
ctrtifieata  afbreaaid,  or  any  thing  done  paraoant  to 
tfii*  act :  Provided,  Meweetr,  That  no  lingle  debt,  lo 
tueptcd,  (hall  exceed  two  bundrad  dollara." 

And  m  the  qoeation  to  agree  cd  this  amend- 
DKnt,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative- 

Ht.  Walwokth  then  mored  fnrtber  to  amend 
ibe  laid  bill,  by  inaerting,  after  the  word  "  debu," 
in  [he  26th  line  of  the  2d  sectitHi  of  the  printed 
bill,  Ibe  foUowing,  to  wit : 

"Aniware  to  the  aaid  judge,  by  the  affidarit  of 
■och  paMioaer  or  patitionera,  or  by  the  oath  of  i 
BMre  eredttile  wilneat  or  wilnewee,  that  an  act  of 
baskrapl^,  aa  nentiiuied  in  the  Brat  aection  of  thia 
ad,  bu  been  oommitiad  by  the  penon  petitioned 
•gainat  within  ni  montha  then  taat  paat." 

And  on  the  question  lo  agree  lo  this  amend' 
meat,  It  was  determined  io  the  negaiive. 

No  further  amendment  having  been  offered  lo 
ibe  tnll,  the  qoesiion  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  on  which 
qneiiion  Mr.  Rrea  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  BucBAitAN,  of  PeQDsylTBQia,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker;  Before  the  amendment  proposed 

by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  obtaiced  the 

noction  of  this  House,  the  question  whether  the 

Ml  shoold  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  was 
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one  of  ver^i  great  imfMirtance.  That  question  has. 
howerer,  dwindled  into  insignificance,  comparea 
with  the  one  at  present  under  consideration.  We 
are  now  called  upon  lo  decide  the  fate  of  a  mea- 
sure of  awful  importance.  The  most  dreadful  re- 
sponsibility rests  upon  us.  We  are  not  now  to  de- 
termine, merely,  whether  a  bankrupt  law  shall  be 
extended  to  the  trading  classes  of  Ine  community ; 
but  whether  it  shall  embrace  every  citizen  of  this 
Union,  end  spread  its  demoralizing  influence  over 
the  whole  surface  of  society. 

The  amendment  which  has  been  adopted  to-day, 
makes  ii  my  imperative  duty,  even  at  this  pro- 
tracted period  ot  the  debate,  to  trespass  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House.  I  have  the  honor,  in  part, 
of  representing  an  bonef^t,  a  wealthy,  and  a  respec- 
table, agricultural  community.  I  owe  it  to  them, 
to  my  conscience,  and  to  m^  Ood,  not  to  suffer  this 
bill  lo  pas^  which  1  conceive  to  be  now  fraught 
with  destruction  lo  their  best  interests,  both  moral 
and  political,  without  entering  my  solemn  protest 
against  its  provisions. 

We  have  heard  it  repeated  over  and  over  again, 
by  the  friends  of  a  bankrupt  bill,  that  it  should  be 
confined  lolhe  mercantile  classes.  One  of  the  prin- 
cipal arguments  urged  in  its  favor,  by  its  eloquent 
supporters,  was,  that  merchants,  from  the  nature  of 
■heir  pursuits,  were  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of 
fortune  more  than  other  men ;  and  ihat  therefore 
their  situation  required  a  peculiar  system  of  laws. 
That,  in  this  country,  their  fortunes  had  not  only 
been  exposed  to  the  dangers  commonly  incident  to 
their  profession  ;  but,  that  the  commercial  regula- 
tions of  the  Oovernmenl.  the  embargo,  the  non- 
course  taws,  and  finally  the  war,  nad  brought 

upon  thousands.    It  was,  therefore,  inferretl, 

that  Congress  were  under  amoral  obligation  to 
pass  a  bankrupt  law  for  their  relief. 

The  policy  of  all  the  modem  commercial  na- 
tions in  the  world,  was  presented  before  us  for  odr 
imitation.  Bneland,  France,  Scotland,  Ireland, 
Holland,  and  Spain,  we  had  been  told,  each  ex- 
tended a  bankrupt  law  to  the  merchant,  and  ab- 
solved him  from  the  payment  of  his  debts,  upon 
certain  conditions.  Indeed,  a  great  portion  of  the 
rgumeni  consisted  in  drawing  a  line  of  disiinc- 
tioD  between  traders  and  the  remaining  classes  of 

Judge  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  my  asloni  sfament, 
when  to-daf  I  found  those  very  eeDtlemen  voting 
in  favor  of  mirodncing  an  amendment,  extending 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  to  every  individual  in  so- 
cieiv,  who  might  ask  to  become  its  object. 

Will  you  pass  a  bankrupt  law  for  the  farmer? 
Will  you  teach  that  vast  body  of  your  best  citizens 
to  disregard  the  faith  of  contracts?  Are  you  pre- 
pared to  sanction  a  principle  by  which  the  whole 
mass  of  society  will  he  in  danger  of  being  demor- 
alized, and  it  will  be  left  to  an  election  oy  every 
man's  creditors,  in  which  a  majority  of  two-thirds 
in  number  and  value,  against  the  consent  of  the 
remainder,  shall  have  the  power  of  diecbarginE 
him  from  the  obligation  of  alt  his  contractsl 
Surely  the  House  of  Representatives  are  not  pre- 
pared to  answer  these  questions  in  the  ■ffinuatiTe. 
No  nation  in  tbe  world,  whether  comnKrcia]  oi 
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agriculiural,  whether  cirilized  or  savaae,  baa  ever 
for  a  moment  entertained  the  idea  of  eilendiag 
the  operation  of  their  bankrupt  laws  befond  the 
class  of  traders.  Fortunately  for  our  constituents, 
we  bare  not  the  power  of  doing  so.  The  Consti- 
tution, correctly  expounded,  has  proclaimed  "hith- 
erto slialt  thou  go,  but  no  farther."  Nothing  but 
a  desperate  effort  to  revive  this  expiring  bill,  could 
have  ever  induced  its  friends  to  have  adopted  the 
amendineat  which  has  just  now  been  carried. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  question,  I  can  assure 
the  House,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  travel  ovei  the 
ground  which  has  been  already  occupied,  or  to  re- 
peat thearguments  which  have  been  alieady  urged. 

The  subject  naturally  divides  itself  into  two 
questions — the  one  of  CooslitutioDal  power,  the 
other  of  policy.  On  the  first,  as  the  bill  stood 
before  the  introduction  of  the  last  amendment,  1 
had  not  a  single  doubt.  Much  as  I  would  have 
depieeated  the  passage  of  the  then  bill,  I  should 
have  been  infinitely  more  alarmed  if  this  House 
bad  determined  that  the  enactment  of  such  a  law 
transcended  the  Constitutional  power  of  Congress. 
Upon  this  branch  of  th^  subject,  the  ingenious 
arguments  of  the  genilemaa  from  Virginia  had 
not  created  a  doubt  in  my  mind.  Where  doubts 
before  did  exist,  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  and  of  my 
honorable  colleague  (Mr.  Sergeant)  were,  in  my 
opinion,  calculated  entirely  to  remove  them,  and 
to  carry  conviction  to  every  understanding. 

A  new  question  of  Constitutional  power  has 
now  arisen  on  the  amendment.  The  Constitu- 
tion declares  that  "  the  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  establish  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bank- 
ruptcies throughout  the  United  Stales."  To  this 
provision  I  am  willing  to  give  a  fair  and  a  liberal 
construction.  Conereas  have  the  power  to  dis- 
charge from  their  debts,  on  the  terms  prescribed 
by  the  bill,  all  persons  upon  whom  a  law^  emanat' 
ing  from  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  may 
legitimately  act.  But  can  Congress  make  a  law 
extending  the  penalties  and  the  privileges  of  a 
bankrupt  system  to  every  individual  in  society  7 
Can  they  embrace  in  its  provisions  the  farmer,  the 
clngyman,  the  physician,  or  the  lawyer?  Such 
a  proposition  was  never  seriously  contended  for 
before  this  iay. 

By  considering  the  meaning  of  the  term  bank- 
rufif,  we  shall  be  able  at  once  to  solve  the  difficulty. 
In  adverting  to  its  orisin,  we  find  the  literal  sig- 
nification oT  the  word  lo  be  a  broken  counter ; 
which  by  a  figure  of  speech  has  been  applied  in 
our  language  to  a  broken  merchant.  In  the  com- 
mercial laws  of  all  the  nations  of  the  continent  of 
Europe,  bankruptcy  is  confined  to  merchants,  in 
the  strictest  sense  of  the  word.  The  operation  of 
the  bankrupt  laws  of  England  has  been  extended, 
by  judicial  construction,  somewhat  further;  and 
tbey  now  embrace  within  their  grasp  not  only  the 


merchant,  properly  si 


called,  but  all 


are  traders,  an'd  are  concerned  in  buymg  and  sell- 
ing any  kind  of  merchandise,  unless  thev  have 
been  expressly  excepted  by  some  positive  legisla- 
tive provision.  This  exposition  of  the  law  extends 
sot  only  to  those  who  sell  any  commodity  in  the 


same  State  in  which  they  purchased  it,  but  also 
to  the  manufacturer  and  ihe  mechanic  who  bestow 
upon  it  their  fevor  and  their  skill,  and  thus  ren- 
der it  more  valuable.  The  bill  as  it  formerly  stood 
confined  itself  strictly  within  this  range.  Indeed 
it  was  more  circumscribed  as  to  the  persons  on 
whom  it  would  have  operated  than  the  bankrupt 
laws  of  England. 

I  am  willing  then  to  expound  the  power  of  Con- 
gress upon  jibe  subject  literally.  In  i;oostruioe 
the  Constitution,  Congress  ought  not  to  be  fettered 
by  nice  leeboical  rules.  I  admit  that  they  have 
the  power,  whenever  they  think  proper  to  call  it 
intoexercisc,  of  establishing  a  system  of  ban kropt- 
cy  which  shall  embrace  ail  persons  who  have  ever 
been  embraced,  even  by  tne  bankrupt  laws  of 
England.  Further  than  this  they  cannot  proceed, 
without  extending  the  plain  meaniug  of  the  word 
baaJcrupley  as  it  has  tieen  received  by  every  com- 
mercial nation  of  Europe,  and  violating  both  the 
letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution. 

In  making  this  admissitm^  I  am  sensible  that 
many  may  suppose  1  am  giving  a  latitude  of  con- 
struction to  the  insirumeot  which  is  notwananted 
by  its  spirit.  The  authority  "  to  establish  uni- 
form laws  on  the  subject  of  Mnkruptciea  through- 
out the  United  Slates"  is  contained  in  a  ctau!>e  of 
the  Constitution  which  immediately  follows  that 
"to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and 
among, the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes/'  The  power  over  bankruptcy  evidently 
originated  from,  and  is  closely  connected  with  that 
over  commerce.  This  commerce,  which  Congress 
has  the  power  of  regulating,  is  chiefly  if  not  exclu- 
sively conducted  by  merchants  in  the  strictest 
sense  of  the  term,  and  principally  by  thai  class  of 
them  denominated  importers.  They  are  the  men 
most  exposed  to  the  vicis.iitude  of  trade,  and  on 
that  account  are  more  property  the  objects  of  such 
a  law  than  people  of  any  other  description.  It 
might  therefore  with  much  plausibilitv  be  cod- 
tended  that  the  power  of  Congress  over  bankrupt- 
cy is  confined  to  that  description  of  merchants. 

Another  areumentj  which  would  give  addi- 
tional strength  to  this  consiructioo,  arises  from 
the  general  spirit  of  the  federal  institutions.  They 
do  not  propose  to  embrace  the  internal  policy  ot 
the  States.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts 
is  confined  by  the  Constitution  to  controversies 
between  citizens  of  different  States,  and  between 
foreigners  and  citizens  of  the  United  States.  To 
such  suits  the  merchants  who  carry  on  the  inter- 
cour:<e  with  foreign  nations,  and  between  the  dif- 
ferent States,  are  most  generally  parties. 

The  object  which  I  have  in  view  in  using  these 
arguments  is  not  to  prove  that  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress  is  confined  to  auch  merchants  ; 
but  to  show  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  and 
the  spirit  of  our  Government  to  extend  it  to  all 
classes  of  people  in  the  commuuily.  The  bill  as 
it  stood  before  the  amendment  went  quite  far 
enough.  It  would  even  then  have  brought  theoper- 
ation  of  the  law  qnd  the  jurisdiction  of  the  federal 
courts  into  the  bosom  of  everv  community.  The 
bill,  however,  as  it  now  stanas,  if  it  should  pass, 
will  entirely  destroy  Ihe  symmetry  of  our  system 
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snd  make  those  courts  the  arbilers  ia  sJmost  every 
ease  of  contracl  to  which  aoy  member  or  society, 
who  thinks  proper  to  become  a.  bankrupt,  may  be 
&  party.  It  will  at  once  be,  in  a  great  degree,  a 
judicial  coDsolidation  of  the  Union.  This  was 
aerer  iDtended  hj  the  framera  of  the  Coastilu- 
lioD.  Some  of  tne  terrible  evils  which  would 
fiow  Trom  fuch  a  system  I  shall  hare  occasion  to 
delineate,  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the  policy  of 
its  adoption. 

Before,  Mr.  Speaker,  1  procted  to  expose  to  the 
TJew  of  the  House  those  objections  against  this 
bill  which  have  presented  themselves  with  pecu- 
liar force  10  my  mind,  permit  me  to  answer  some 
of  the  principal  arguments  which  have  been 
ursed  in  favor  of  its  passage.  My  friend  and 
coIleBgae  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his  concluding 
speech,  has  made  such  a  clear,  forcible,  and  elo- 
quent arffumenl  in  favor  of  the  bill,  that  I  fear  it 
nas  produced  a  considerable  effect.  Upon  this 
occasioQ  he  was  listened  to,  as  he  always  is,  and 
always  dewfres  to  be,  with  the  most  profound 
attenlioD.  It  is  painful  for  me  to  be  under  the 
~  aity  of  differing  from  him  in  opinion,  and 


when  1  do  SI 


it  inciined  to  distrust  my 


B  judgment.    Nothing,  therefore,  but  s 

perative  sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  me  to 

take  any  part  in  the  debate  upon  the  present 


It  haa  been  urged  that,  as  the  framers  of  the 
Coii5titution  gave  to  Congress  the  power  of  pass- 
ing a  bankrupt  law,  we  are  bound  to  put  that 
power  into  practical  operation,  and  not  suffer  it  to 
remain  dormant. 

In  answer  to  this  argument  I  would  reply,  that 
power  and  dut^  are  very  different  in  their  nature. 
Power  js  optional,  duty  imperative.  The  lan- 
guage of  power  is  thai  you  may,  that  of  duty 
you  must.  The  Constitution  has,  in  the  same 
Ejection,  and  in  the  same  terras,  given  to  Congress 
the  power  ID  declare  war,  to  borrow  money,  to 
raise  and  support  armies,  dec.  Will  any  gentle- 
man, however,  undertake  to  say,  we  are  under  an 
obligation  to  give  life  and  eneigy  to  these  powers 
by  bringing  inem  into  action!  Will  it  be  con- 
tended tbat,  because  we  possess  the  power  of  de- 
claring' war  and  borrowing  money,  thai  we  are 
nader  a  moral  obligation  lo  embroil  ourselves 
with  foreign  Oovernraents,  or  load  the  country 
with  a  national  debt?  Should  any  individual 
act  upon  the  principle  that  it  is  his  duty  to  do 
every  thing  which  he  has  the  legal  power  of 
doing,  be  would  soon  make  bimserf  a  m  citizen 
for  a  madhouse. 

Power,  whether  vested  in  Congress  or  in  an  in- 
dividual, necessarily  implies  the  Tight  of  ezer- 
cbing  a  sound  discretion.  The  CiWistitution  was 
intended  not  onlv  for  us,  and  for  those  who  have 
sone  before  us,  nut  for  generations  yet  to  come. 
It  has  vested  in  Congress  ample  powers,  to  be 
called  into  action  whenever,  in  their  sound  disere- 
lion,  ibev  believe  the  interest  or  the  happines*  of 
the  people  require  their  exertion.  We  are,  there- 
fore, lett  to  exercise  our  judgment  on  Ihin  subject, 
entirely  untrammelled  by  any  Constitutional  in- 
junction. ' 


It  bas  been  said  that  the  passage  of  such  a  bill 
as  the  one  now  before  us  is  necessary,  on  account 
■ot  the  numerous  frauds  which  are  perpetrated 
under  the  insolvent  laws  of  the  States,  and  the 
preference  which  they  authorize  a  failing  debloi 
to  give  to  particular  creditors. 

From  the  forcible  manner  in  which  this  argu- 
ment has  been  urged,  one  would  be  induced  to 
suppose  that  the  legislative  authority  of  the  States, 
upon  this  subject,  nad  been  entirely  prostrated  by 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  of  Sturges  vt.  Crowninshidd. 
This  is,  however,  altogether  a  mistake.  The  cit- 
izens of  the  States  have  not  been  left  exposed  to 
the  mercy  of  fraudulent  debtors.  Thev  can  look 
to  their  own  Legislatures  for  relief.  Their  power 
to  pass  bankrupt  laws  is  as  ample  within  their 
several  States  as  that  of  Congress,  with  one  sin- 
gle eicep\ion  :  which  is,  that  such  laws  shall  not 
contain  a  provision  "  impairing  the  obligation  of 
contracts."  This  tremendous  power  tbe  people 
have  decreed  that  the  States  snail  not  exercise. 
With  the  exception,  therefore,  of  that  portion  of 
this  bill  whict)  discharges  a  bankrupt  from  his 
debts,  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  might, 
if  they  thought  proper,  enact  all  its  provisions. 
They  have  the  same  power  to  pass  every  law  for 
the  prevention  and  punishment  of  the  frauds  of 
insolvent  traders  which  Congress  possess.  They 
can  equally  annul  all  preferences  which  a  failing 
debtor  may  give  to  a  favorite  creditor,  whether  by 
deed  of  trust,  by  judgment,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner. This  principle  is  expressly  recognised  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  case  which  1  have  cited.  There  is 
then  no  necessity  tbat  Congress  should  interfere 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  creditor ;  yet  thia 
has  been  ar(|ed  as  one  of  the  princiiMl  reasons  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  bill. 

It  cannot  tie  denied  that  many  of  the  States 
hare  neglected  to  exercise  the  authority  which 
they  fully  possess  over  ibis  subject.  In  the  State, 
one  of  wnose  representatives  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  a  failing  debtor  of  ever^  description  possesses 
loo  much  power  in  the  distribution  of  his  property. 
He  may,  if  he  chooses,  secure  one  creditor  at  the 
expense  of  all  the  rest.  He  is  the  sole  judge  of 
the  propriety  of  anypreference  which  he  may  tnink 
proper  to  make.  The  Legislature  of  tha^  and  of 
every  other  Slate  where  a  similar  evil  exists,  can 
however  apply  the  remedy,  if  they  think  prop^. 
Why  then  nas  it  been  urged  upon  us,  that  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  Congress  should  pass  this 
bill,  to  secure  creditors  against  the  frauds  and  the 
preferences  which  exist  under  the  insolvent  laws 
of  tbe  States,  when  the  States  themselves  possess 
ample  powers  to  attain  the  same  ends  T 

It  has  been  said,  truly,  that  Congress  alone  can 
pass  a  bankrupt  law  wnich  will  be  uniform  over 
the  United  Stales.  Bui,  I  would  ask,  whether  the 
benefits  resulting  from  the  uniformity  which  the 
law  must  possess  would  not  be  more  nominal  than 
real,  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  it  would  bea  source 
of  the  mosi  serious  inconveniences  1  Is  it  correct 
legislation  lo  force  upon  the  citizens  of  one  State  a 
system  of  internal  policy,  deeply  affecting  the  rights 
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of  creditor  and  debtor,  which  ma^  be  ruinous  and 
deraoraliziaz  tolhem,  because  it  may  promote  the 
prosperity  or  another  State  T  All  laws  should  be 
adapted  to  the  character  and  to  the  habitsof  those 
on  whom  they  are  designed  to  operate.  Upon 
this  principle  of  uniformity,  which  musibe'iniro- 
duced  into  any  bill  that  you  have  the  power  of 
passing,  you  are  obliged  to  adapt  your  citizens  to 
the  law,  not  the  law  to  your  citizens.  Wilt  any 
gentleman  say,  that  the  same  internal  politioal 
reflations,  respecting  creditor  and  debtor,  should 
exist  in  each  of  the  States  composing  this  vast 
Union  1  For  example,  would  the  same  law$  be  ! 
suited  to  the  manners  and  to  the  habits  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Louisiana  which  might  be  beneficial  in 
the  State  of  Maine  T    This  necessity  for  uniform- 


every  person  of  every  size  fit  iL  If  thev  were  too 
long  for  its  dimensions,  he  lopped  off  ineii  limbs; 
if  too  shorty  be  stretched  them  to  the  proper  length. 

The  uniformity  which  must  exist  in  any  law 
that  we  have  the  power  of  passing,  shows,  in  a 
forcible  point  of  view,  the  propriety  of  State  legis- 
lation upon  the  subject,  in  preference  to  that  of 
Congress,  it  will  be  nelter  adapted  to  the  peculiar 
habits  of  the  citizens  of  the  respective  Stales, 

It  has  been  urged,  as  an  objection  to  State  legis- 
lation, that,  as  they  can  pass  no  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  they  cannot  discharge  a 
bankrupt  from  his  debts.  This  is  certainly  true, 
if,  iherefore,'it  be  deemed  proper  that  the  States 
shoold  possess  that  power,  it  can  be  bestowed  on 
them  bv  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  1  am  much  oblised 
to  my  htjnorable  colleague  for  the  clear  and  forcible 
distinction  which  he  has  drawn  between  contracts, 
and  the  means  of  enforcing  ibem — betijeen  rights 
and  remedies.  This  distinction  is  also  preciseiy 
marked  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  the  case  of 
Sturges  and  Ciown  in  shield.  The  Stales,  it  is 
true,  catmot  impair  the  obligation  of  a  contract, 
but  they  possess  a  discretionary  power,  to  a  con- 
sidemble  extent,  in  modihing  the  remedy  of  the 
creditor-  I  have  been  informed  that  no  species  of 
execution  in  Rhode  Island  will  much  the  debtor's 
real  estate,  yet  the  law  of  that  State,  in  this  respect, 
has  never  been  supposed  to  be  unconstitutional. 
Why  then  miffht  not  the  States,  if  they  thought 
it  politic,  declare^  that,  after  a  debtor  had  fairly 
relinquished  all  his  property  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors,  in  such  a  manner  as  might  be  directed 
by  law,  their  process  of  execution  should  not  be 
used  by  a  vindictive  creditor  against  the  acquisi- 
tions of  his  debtor  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
and  then  only  against  a  part  of  them,  and  for  the 
common  benefit  of  all  the  creditors  7  If  such  a 
provision,  or  one  of  a  similar  nature,  be  Constitu- 
tional— and  I  confess  1  can  perceive  no  reason, 
founded  either  upon  principle  or  precedent,  suffi- 
cient to  convince  me  tnal  it  would  not — the  States 
already  possess  the  power  of  relieving  an  honesi 
t»nktupt  to  a  considerable  extent.  This  is  how- 
ever, a  delicate  subject,on  which  I  wish  to  express 
no  decided  opinion.  How  far  a  State  may  pro- 
ceed constitutionally,  in  controlling  the  process  of 


her  own  courts,  has  never  yet  been  determined. 
The  precise  point,  at  which  the  power  of  regulat- 
ing the  process  would  interfere  with  the  prohibi- 
tion against  impiiring  the  obligation  of  the  coi|- 
tract,  will  be  difficult  to  ascertam. 

The  advocates  of  this  bill  have  presented  it  to 
us  in  the  garb  of  a  political  experiment.  Say  they, 
its  duration  is  limited  to  the  term  of  three  years. 
It  must  then  die,  unless  its  existence  shall  be  pro- 
longed by  the  joint  act  of  all  the  legislative  de- 
partmenib.  Its  enemies,  therefore,  ought  not  to 
apprehend  serious  evils  from  its  enactment. 

In  answer  to  this  suggestion,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  legislative  experiments  should  lie  tried  with 
extreme  caution.  An  act  may  expire  in  three 
years  by  its  awn  limitation  ;  you  may  repeat  it 
at  the  end  of  one,  should  its  operation  be  found 
injurious,  but  yet  its  pernicious  influence  may  last 
for  ages.  If,  by  expunging  a  l^w  from  your 
statute  book,  you  would  efface  its  effects  from  the 
human  mind,  or  withdraw  its  influence  from  the 
human  character,  then,  indeed,  experiments  in 
politics  would  be  as  harmless  as  those  in  philoso- 
phy. This,  however,  is  not  the  case.  We  all 
agree  that  the  hill,  if  it  should  pass,  is  what  may, 
with  propriety,  be  called  a  stroiig  measure.  It  is 
not  a  mere  theory.  Its  efiects  upon  society  will 
be  immediate,  and  either  good  or  evil  to  a  great 
extent.  Whether,  therefore,  it  shall  continue  but 
three  years,  or  be  perpetual,  ought  not  much  to 
influence  the  decision  of  the  question. 

The  experience  of  other  countries,  reipectiag 
bankrupt  laws,  has  been  introduced  into  this  argu- 
ment by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of 
furthering  their  views,  whilst,  on  the  other  band. 
its  enemies  have  contended,  that  the  practical 
operation  of  the  bankrupt  law  of  England,  and  of 
that  one  which  heretofore  existed  in  this  country, 
present  powerful  reasons  against  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  Into  this  controversy  I  will  not  enter, 
because  the  subject  has  been  already  fully  dis- 
cussed. There  is,  however,  one  event  in  the  history 
of  Pennsylvania  which  speaks  volumes  against 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  On  the  13ih  March, 
1812,  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  after  much 
solicitation,  passed  a  bankrupt  or  insolvent  laTV, 
under  the  provisions  of  whicn  debtors  were  to  be- 
relieved  from  the  obligation  of  their  contracts. 
The  operation  of  this  act  was  confined  lo  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia.  It  was  there  that 
the  commerce  of  the  SUte  was  chiefly  conducted, 
and  it  was  there  the  merchants  resided  who  were 
most  liable  to  be  ruined  by  the  fluctuations  of  trade. 
If  there  eVer  was  a  place  where  a  fair  experimeal 
could  have  been  made  of  the  effects  of  such  a  law, 
Philadelphia  was  peculiarly  that  place.  What 
was  thi:  consequence  ?  The  act  would  have  ex- 
pired by  its  own  limitatioo  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1814,  but  it  was  not  suffered  to  exist  one  month 
beyond  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature  after 
its  passage.  It  was  repealed  on  the  21st  Decem- 
ber, 1632,  I  am  na#  informed,  by  my  colleague, 
(Mr.  Brown,)  who  was  then  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  that  the  representatives  from  that  dis- 
trict, who,  but  a  few  months  before,  bad  strained 
every  nerve  to  procure  the  passage  of  the  bit], 
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w«e  the  most  aclire  in  obtaining  its  repeal.  On 
the  Tcr^  fint  day  of  the  aessian  (bey  presented  a 
grAt  Dnmber  of  petitions  from  their  constituents. 
praying  that  the  law  might  no  longer  be  snfierea 
to  exist-  Such  were  jts  taineful  effects  in  so  short 
a  period  of  time.  Whilst  on  this  part  of  the  subject 
I  will  merely  add,  that  this  law  was  repealed  long 
brfore  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
bad  decided  that  the  States  bad  not  ibe  power  of 
inuodncingintoalfflnkrupt  law  a  claase  discbarg- 
in^  the  bankmpt  from  hm  debts.  Before  this  de- 
cision was  made,  ibe  Supreme  Courts,  both  of 
New  York  and  PennsylTania,  bad  held  a  contrary 
doctrine. 

I  sbxll  now  proceed  to  laj  before  the  House  my 
objections  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  As  it  now 
stands,  certain  classes  of  society  are  exposed  to  its 
adrerse  opersiioo,  upon  the  commission  of  any  of 
Ike  acts  of  bankruptcy,  disctibed  in  its  first  sec- 
tion. Erery  indiTidoal  in  the  community,  includ- 
ing those  embraced  by  the  bill  previous  to  the  late 
amendment,  may  becomsTolontary  bankrupts. 

It  will  be  necessary  here  briefly  to  inquire  who 
may  be  declared  baa knipts  against  their  will.  The 
advetse  operation  of  the  law  will  not  be  confined 
to  wholesale  and  retail  merchants,  strictly  speak- 
ing, and  to  dealers  in  exchange,  bankers,  brokers, 
factors,  underwriters,  and  marine  insurers.  By 
the  constraction  which  has  been  placed  upon  the 
words  "other  peisoo,  actually  using  tbe  trade  of 
merchandise,  by  buying  and  celling,  in  gross  or 
by  retail,"  not  only  CTery  dealer  in  any  article, 
hut  every  manufacturer  or  mechanic  who  pur- 
chases any  oiaterial,  bestows  his  skill  and  labor 
upon  it,  and  sells  it  in  its  improved  state,  falls 
within  the  compulsory  branch  of  this  bill,  unless 
expresaly  excepted  by  the  proviso  in  its  first  sec- 
tion. Thus,  the  distiller  who  purchases  grain, 
converts  it  into  whiskey,  and  sells  the  whiskey, 
would  clearly  be  within  its  operation.  The  mil- 
ler, also,  who  buys  wheat,  and  sells  it  converted 
into  flour,  may  be  declared  a  bankrupt  against  his 
wilL  These  cases  are  cited  only  as  examples 
to  illustrate  the  ^eral  rule.  Each  individual 
member  can  imagine  many  others. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  that  which  strikes  my 
mind  aa  a  radical  objection  to  the  existence  of  this 
at  any  other  adversary  bankrupt  bill  in  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  It  arises  from  the  nature  of  out  free 
institntions,  and  is  one  that  exists  in  no  other 
country  on  the  globe.  It  springs  out  of  the  best 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  it  can- 
not be  removed  without  expunging  them  from  the 


In  what  manner  is  s  person  to  be  declared  a 
bankrupt  by  the  bill  now  before  the  House?  Ob 
the  petition  of  any  creditor,  accoiupauied  by  an 
affidmrii  of  the  truth  of  his  debt,  the  Circuit  or  Dis- 
trict Judge  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to 
issue  a  commission  of  bankruptcy.  The  alleged 
bankmpt  may,  however,  appear  Wore  the  com- 
missioners, deny  that  he  has  committed  any  act 
of  bankruptcy,  and  demand  a  trial  by  a  jury  of 
his  connlry,  before  the  Judge  who  issued  the  com- 
misMon.  This  is  a  right  of  which  he  cannot  be 
deprived  by  the  power  of  Congress.    In  the  em- 


M  deprived  oihis  life,  his  liberty,  or  his  property, 
without  due  process  of  law." 

This  trial  before  tbe  Circuit  or  District  Judge 
may,  and  probably  will,  in  amajority  of  cases.  Be 
delayed  for  years,  before  its  final  termination.  In 
free  governments  we  cannot  move  with  the  celer- 
ity of  despotism.  During  its  pendency,  what  be- 
comes of  the  nroperty  of  the  alleged  nankrapt? 
He  cannot  be  dispossessed  of  it  imaer  the  Consli- 
tntion  of  the  country,  or  by  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  until  the  jury  shall  nave  convicted  him  of 
some  one  of  the  acts  of  bankruptcy  described  in 
its  first  section.  But,  although  it  cannot  be  wrest- 
ed from  him  until  after  the  event,  yet  tbe  moment 
the  commission  issues,  he,  in  efiect,  loses  all  con- 
trol over  his  estate.  The  reason  of  this  is,  thai, 
by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  all  intermediate  dis- 
positions made  by  the  debtor  of  his  property  aie 
absolutely  void,  sbould  he  finally  be  declared  a 
bankrupt.  No  person,  therefore,  could,  with  safety, 
in  the  meantime,  enter  into  any  contract  with  him, 
on  purchase  any  part  of  his  estate.  From  the 
very  nature  of  an  adverse  bankrupt  system,  this 
must  necessarily  be  the  case.  If  it  were  not, 
every  man  charged  with  having  committed  an 
act  of  bankruptcy  would  demand  a  trial  by  jury 
before  the  District  or  Circuit  Judse  of  the  United 
States;  so  that,  during  its  pendency,  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  his  property  as 
he  thought  proper.  This  would  be  giving  a  lesal 
sanction  to  the  very  evil  which  the  friends  of  the 
bill  say  it  is  chiefly  intended  to  remedy. 

What,  then,  is  the  situation  in  which  tbe  bfll 
places  every  man  within  its  adverse  provisions? 
Any  of  his  creditors,  or  pretended  creditors,  by 
making  au  tx  parte  affidavit  of  the  truth  of  his 
debt,' without  even  proving,  by  his  own  oath^or 
otherwise,  any  act  of  banltruptcy  against  tutu, 
may  bring  upon  him  inevitable  and  overwhelm- 
ing destruction.  If  envy  or  malice  against  him 
rankles  in  the  soul  of  any  enemy,  who  either  is 
his  creditor,  or  who  will  swear  that  he  is,  that 
enemy  may  wreak  his  vengeance  to  the  full  extent 
of  his  wishes,  by  having  a  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy issued  against  him.  The  commission  itself 
would  be  the  death  warrant  of  his  property,  not- 
withstanding his  property  may  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  discharge  his  debts,  and  he  mav  hafe 
been  guilty  of  no  act  of  bauttrupicy.  If  he  tub- 
mils  to  the  commission,  his  credit  is  fone  and  his 
power  of  exertion  is  at  an  end,  until  he  shall  have 
obtained  his  final  discbar^.  If  he  does  not,  and 
demands  a  trial,  he  is,  dunne  its  pendency,  in  the 
situation  of  Tantalus  in  tne  infernal  regions. 
Although  he  may  be  surrounded  by  all  tbe  com- 
forts of^life  and  the  meaos  of  extricating  himself 
from  his  difficulties,  he  has  not  the  power  of  using 
them.  If  he  should  be  a  merchant,  his  counting- 
house  must  be  closed  and  his  capital  remain  idle, 
awaiting  the  result  of  a  tedious  lawsuit.  If  he  be 
a  farmer,  who  has  carried  on  a  distillery,  or  who 
has  been  a  miller,  or  retail  merchant,  tie  cannot 
dispose  of  an  acre  of  his  land,  or  any  of  his  p«- 
sona!  property,  until  the  controversy  is  determined. 
Whether,  therefore,  he  submits  to  the  cr — "-'— 
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or  does  not.  if  he  be  an  hooest  mBn  he  is  exposed 
to  ineTitable  ruin.  If  he  be  a  fraudulent  debtor, 
the  delay  of  the  trial  will  afford  him  ample  lime 
sod  oppoTtuuity  to  secrete  his  properly,  aod  place 
it  beyond  the  reach  of  his  creditors;  aod,  in  this 
situation,  he  will  hare  (he  strongest  tempiatiou  to 
be  guilty  of  fraud. 

The  bankrupt  law  of  Englaad,  the  model  from 
which  Ibe  present  bill  hasl)eeD  drawn,  provides 
an  effectual  remedy,  for  this  evil.  It  is  one,  how- 
ever, which  we  have  no  CoDstttulioDal  power  to 
adopt,  and^  if  we  had,  it  would  be  lepugoaat  to 
every  feeling  of  the  hearts  of  freemen.  In  that 
country  the  bare  issuing  of  the  commission 
itself  equivalent  to  an  eiewition.  The  debtor 
at  once  deprived  of  the  possession  of  all  his  prop- 
erly, aod  It  is  vested  in  the  commissioners.  Al- 
though he  may  declare  that  he  has  oever  been 
guilty  of  an  act  of  bankruptcy,  and  petition  for  a 
trial,  he  petitions  io  vain.  The  iron  hand  of  the 
law  is  upon  him,  and  no  innocence  can  elude  its 
grasp.  In  that  country,  the  law  declares  that 
"caveaLi  against  commissions  are  not  allowed, 
fortheygive  too  much  time  to  a  fraudulent  debtor." 
The  proceedings  under  it  resemble  those  of  the 
judges  in  the  infernal  regions  who  Srst  condemn 
and  afterwards  hear.  They  first  deprive  a  man 
of  all  his  propertv,  by  virtue  of  the  commission, 
and,  after  the  evil  has  been  done,  allow  him  to 
apply  to  the  Chancellor  to  have  it  superseded. 

From  the  nature  of  those  Governments  on  the 
continent  of  Kurope,  under  whose  dominion  bank- 
rupt laws  prevail,  and  from  the  peculiar  character 
of  those  laws,  and  of  the  commer<!ial  tribunals  by 
whom  they  are  administered,  the  same  evils  donot 
exist.  I  will  not  exhaust  the  patience  of  the  House 
by  detailing  their  different  provisions. 

It  may  be  said  that,  as  the  bill  provides  that  the 

Ctilionmg  creditor,  before  the  commission  can 
tie,  shaU  give  bond,  to  be  taken  by  the  circuit 
01  district  judge,  in  sucb  penalty  and  with  such 
aurety  as  he  may  direct,  conditioned  thai  the  ob- 
ligor shall  prove  the  debtor  to  be  a  bankrupt,  he 
will  be  enabled  to  recover  damages  to  the  extent 
of  any  injury  which  he  may  sustain,  in  case  the 
condition  of  the  bond  should  be  violated. 

This  remedy,  from  its  nature,  could  be  no  com- 
pensation for  the  injury  sustained.  To  inform  a 
man,  alter  he  had  been  arrested  in  the  pursuit  of 
liis  business  by  a  commission  of  bankruptcy ;  after 
his  jirospects  in  life  had  been  blasted  ;  after  his 
credit  had  been  destroyed ;  and  after  he  had  been 

Ersued  for  years  in  a  course  of  litigation,  which 
d  terminated  in  his  favor,  that  he  mi^ht  then 
enter  upon  another  law-suit  and  brin^  his  action 
npon  the  bond,  would  be  laughioe  at  his  calamity. 
This  would  present  no  prospect  ofiodemnity,  even 
if  the  obligors  should  be  solvent ;  but.  from  the 
ignorance  of  the  judges,  so  far  removed  from  the 
people  as  those  of  the  United  States  necessarily 
are,  respecting  the  solvency  of  the  sureties,  and 
from  the  lapse  of  time  which  must  transpire  before 
any  suit  could  be  sustained  upon  the  bond,  it 
would  in  most  instances,  be  of  little  or  no  value. 
These,  then,  would  be  the  effects  of  the  bill  on 
the  persons  within  its  adverse  operation. 


Let  us  next  inquire  wbat  would  be  the  moral 
and  practical  effects  of  this  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ment just  adopted  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 
Should  it  pass  in  its  present  chape,  I  shudder  at 
the  consequences.  How  will  it  affect  the  great 
agricultural  interest  of  the  country  1  I  have  the 
honor,  in  part,  to  re^esent  a  district  chiefly  com- 
posed of  farmers.  Tbey  are  honest,  (hey  are  in- 
dustrious, aod  they  fsteem  their  contracts  to  be 
sacred  and  Inviolable.  The  word  of  most  of 
them,  could  their  existence  be  perpetuated,  hinds 
,  them  as  forcibly  as  their  bond.  Have  they,  or 
j  have  any  olher  agriculturists  over  the  whole  range 
of  this  extensive  Union,  asked  you  to  pass  a  bank- 
rupt law  in  their  favor  7  Have  they  ever  peti- 
tioned you  to  discharge  them  from  the  obligation 
of  their  contracts,  which  they  feel  thetuKelves  as 
much  bound  in  conscience  as  io  law  to  perform  ? 
It  is  certain  that  man*  honest  and  respectable 
men  of  that  valuable  class  of  society  have  been 
unfortunate,  and  I  pity  them  from  my  inmost  soul ; 
but^  I  beseech  you,  spare  them  from  a  law  for 
which  they  have  never  asked,  and  which  would 


a  law,  when  brought  home  to  them  and  to  every 
other  member  of  society  1  Once  declare  that  con- 
tracts shall  be  no  longer  sacred  i  that  any  debtor, 
whether  he  has  been  a  trader  or  not,  by  complying 
with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  may  have  an  elec- 
tion held  by  bis  creditors,  and  if  two-thirds  of  them 
in  ntimber  and  value  consent,  mar  be  relieved 
from  all  bis  debts  against  the  will  of  the  remainder; 
and  you  make  a  direct  attack  on  the  first  princi- 
ples of  moral  honesty,  by  which  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  have  been  hitherto  directed.  Let  a 
bankrupt  be  presented  to  the  view  of  society,  who 
has  become  wealtby  since  his  discharge,  and  who, 
after  having  ruined  a  number  of  his  creditors, 
shields  himselffrom  thepayment  of  hisbonest  debts 
by  bis  certificate,  and  wbat  effects  would  such  a 
spectacle  be  calculated  to  produce?  Examples  of 
this  nature  must  at  length  demoralize  any  people. 
The  contagion  introduced  by  the  laws  of  the 
country,  would,  for  that  very  reason,  spread  like 
a  pestilence,  until  honesty,  honor,  and  failh,  will 
at  length  be  swept  from  the  intercourse  of  society. 
Leave  the  agricultural  in(eres(  pure  and  uncor- 
rupted,  and  (hey  will  forever  fofm  (be  basis  on 
which  the  Constitution  and  liberties  of  your  coun- 
try may  safely  repose.  Do  not,  I  beseech  you, 
leach  (hem  to.thint  lightly  of  the  solemn  obliga- 
tion of  contracts.  NoOovernment  oneartb,  how- 
ever corrupt,  has  ever  enacted  a  bankrupt  law  for 
farmers,  it  would  be  a.  perfect  monster  in  this 
country,  where  our  institutions  depend  aliogetiier 
upon  tne  virtue  of  the  people.  We  have  no  Con- 
stitutional power  to  pass  the  amendment  proposed* 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky;  and,  if  we  bad, 
we  never  should  do  so,  because  such  a  provision 
would  spread  a  moral  taint  through  society  whicb 
would  corrupt  it  to  its  very  core. 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  wliich  this 
bill,  in  its  practical  effects,  would  be  intolerable. 
The  jurisdiction  of  federal  courts  over  citizens  of 
the  United  States  is  now  chiefly  coitfiaed  to  con- 


DigmzcdbyGoOglC 


1293 


HI8T0EY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Mabch,  1823. 


H.  opR. 


tTOTereies  existing  between  the  citizens  of  different 
States.  This  bin,  if  it  should  become  a  law,  will 
■moQal  to  almost  a  judicial  consolidation  of  the 
Uoioa.  The  litigation  which  will  arise  out  of  it, 
■nd  which,  bj  its  prayisions,  must  be  exclusively 
determined  by  the  federal  courts,  will  embrace  a 
large  pordon  of  the  citizens  of  every  State,  either 

The  numerous  acts  of  bankraptcy  described  in 
the  bill,  many  of  which  depead  altogether  upon 
the  intention  of  the  parly  charged  with  having 
committed  them,  would  form  tlienttt  ample  source 
of  exclusive  federal  jurisdiction. 

By  the  fifly-Bixih  section  it  is  provided  that  any 
creditor  of  a  bankrupt,  appearing  before  the  Com- 
missinners,  may,  at  his  election,  hare  the  validily 
of  his  claim  determined  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
district  in  which  the  bankrupt  resides.  The  same 
privil^e  in  extended  to  the  aEslgnees  objecting  to 


senled  before  the 
every  law  suit  which  could  arise  in  the  settlement 
of  a  bankrupt's  estate,  respecting  the  demands  of 
an^  of  his  creditors,  would  be  drawn  into  the  cir- 
cuit comt  for  decision.  This  would  be  the  case 
whether  he  became  a  lAnktnpE  votuntarily  or  by 
compaUioa,  and  without  any  regard  either  to  his 
occupation  or  place  of  residence,  or  that  of  his 
creditors.  The  whole  structare  of  the  National 
Judiciary  would  thus  be  changed.  It  would  then 
povess  inrisdiciion,  not  only  over  controversies 
arising  hetween  citizens  of  differenl  States,  but 
over  an  immense  number  of  those  existing  between 
citizens  of  the  same  State. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate,  and  perhaps 
irDpossible  to  foresee,  alt  the  controversies  which, 
□nder  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  most  exclusively 
be  deiennined  by  the  federal  courts.  The  sixty- 
third  section  cODtaios  a  sweeping  clause  upon  this 
subject.  It  provides  "  that,  except  in  the  cases 
'  which  are  in  this  act  otherwise  specially  provided 
'  for,  if  any  bankrupt,  or  any  assignee  or  assignees. 
'  creditor  or  creditors,  or  any  other  person,  shall 
'  conceive  himself,  herself,or  themselves,  aggrieved 
'by  any  examination,  order,  decision,  denial,  or 
'  other  proceeding  of  the  Commissioners,  under 
'  any  commission,  or  any  act,  proceeding,  refusal^ 
'  neglect,  or  omission  of  the  bankrupt,  or  any  as- 
■  signee  or  asignees,  or  creditor  Oi  creditors,  under, 
'  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,"  such  person  may  peti- 
tion the  circuit  court,  for  the  district  where  the 
cotninissioD  issued,  or  either  of  its  judges,  for  re- 
lief. The  court,  or  the  judge,  is  then  bound  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  complaint,  and,  at  the  elec- 
tion of  either  party,  direct  any  facts  in  controversy 
to  be  tried  by  a  jury. 

In  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania  there  are  hut  two 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  one  located 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  other  in  the  city 
of  Pittsburg.  The  distance  between  these  two 
places  is  three  hundred  miles.  The  inconvenience 
and  expen&e  to  the  people,  from  every  section  ol 
the  State  of  attending  those  two  courts,  as  par- 
ties, and  as  witnesses,  would  be  an  intolerable 
grievance.'  Under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  how- 
ever, sach  attendance  must  necessarily  he  a  matter 


of  daily  occurrence.   The  people  are  already  suffi- 
ciently harassed,  by  being  obliged  to  be  present  at 
the  courts  within  their  own  counties;  but,  if  you 
impel  [hem  to  travel  to  the  federal  courts,  from 
le  extremity  of  a  large  State  to  the  other,  it 
would  be  an  evil  scarcely  to  be  endured.     The 
same  inconveniences  will  exist  in  every  other  Slate 
in  the  Union,  but  ihey  will  be  felt  in  a  greater 
degree  by  the  people  of  the  larger  States.    This  is 
another  radicEU  objection  against  the  passage  ofa 
bankrupt  bill  by  Congress.     It  is  one  whicn  can- 
'  be  renewed,  because  it  results  from  the  organ- 
ion  of  the  federal  courts  under  the  Constitution, 
and  the  allotment  of  judicial  power  between  them 
and  the  courts  of  the  several  States.    It  demon- 
strates, however,  that  the  power  Co  pass  bankrupt 
laws  could  be  exercised  by  the  States  much  more 
conveniently  for  the  people,  than  by  the  deneral 
Government. 

Another  serious  objection  to  the  passage  of  the 
II,  is  its  manifest  tendency  to  increase  the  per- 
petration of  fraud.  It  is  true,  it  has  been  strenu- 
ously maintained  by  its  friends,  that  it  will,  in  a 
great  degree,  repress  that  evil.  Has  the  experience 
of  England  justified  them  in  making  this  predic- 
tion 1  Does  not  the  lesiimonv  which  has  been 
taken  before  the  committee  of  Ine  House  of  Com- 
prove  clearly  the  contrary?  Indeed,  ao 
pressed  down  with  tts  weight  was  my  honorable 
coUeazne,  (Mr.  S.,)  that  he  was  obliged  to  attri- 
bute the  innumerable  frauds  which  had  been  com- 
mitted under  the  bankropt  law  of  that  country, 
not  to  the  operation  of  the  law  itself,  but  to  the 
general  corruption  which  prevailed  among  the 
leople.  This  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  must 
le  productive  of  innumerable  frauds,  unless  it  will 
lave  the  power  of  changing  the  nature  of  man, 
and  rendering  him  the  less  criminal  because  he  is 
the  more  templed.  He  who  created  man,  and 
therefore  best  knew  his  heart,  directed  him  to  prajr 
that  he  might  not  be  led  into  temptation.  This 
bill  informs  the  debtor  that,  if  he  will  conform  to 
its  provisions,  he  shall  obtain  a  certificate  which 
will  discharge  him  from  all  his  debts.  The  State 
insolvent  laws  declare  to  him  that,  when  he  has 
given  up  all  his  property  for  the  use  of  his  credit- 
ors, he  has  done  no  more  than  his  duty,  and  that 
his  future  acquisitions  shall  he  answerable  until 
his  debts  are  paid.  If  a  debtor  can  pass  the  ordeal 
of  this  bankrupt  law,  and  obtain  bis  certificate,  he 
may  then  in  security  enjoy  thai  property  which 
successful  fraud  has  enabled  him  to  conceal.  Un- 
der the  State  insolvent  laws,  however,  he  must 
know  that  the  moment  his  concealed  property  is 
brought  to  ^'ghfj  it  is  liable  to  be  seized  by  his 
creditors.  Whilst,  therefore,  a  bankrupt  law  holds 
out  every  temptation  to  make  the  debtor  dishonest, 
an  insolvent  law  presents  him  no  such  inducement 
Indeed,  his  true  policy  is  diiectly  the  reverse. 
[Jpon  his  good  and  fair  conduct,  and  the  conse- 
quent favorable  regard  of  his  creditors,  depend  his 
hopes  of  ■  dischargi 
It  istn 


true  that  by  this  bill  a  bankrupt  cannot  ob- 
tain a  discharge  from  alt  his  debts,  unless  by  the 
consent  of  two-thirds  of  his  creditors  in  number 
and  value.    In  theory  this  would  appearlo  preteni 
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B  considerable  difficulty  in  ibe  way  of  obtaiuiog 
«  ceitificate.  In  practice,  under  the  English  bank- 
inpt  liws,  it  has  been  Tauad  more  nomJDai  than 
real.  Indeed,  but  few  instances  have,  I  belivve, 
occurred  in  the  history  of  their  baolcrupc  laws,  in 
whichconsentbas  not  been  obtained.  lotbiscoun- 
try,  under  our  judiciary  sysiein,  it  would,  perhaps, 
be  still  easier  fot  the  bankrupt  to  escape  from  his 
debts.  He  himself,  if  be  be  fraudulently  disposed, 
can,  by  bis  own  act,  create  as  many  creditors  as 
he  chooses.  If  the  assignees  or  the  other  creditors 
think  proper  to  dispute  tbe  claims  of  those  belisTed 
U>  be  fraudulent,  Iney  may  Insist  upon  haTing  a 
trial  by  jury  before  the  circuit  court.  Where  the 
iMnkrupt  has  little  or  no  property  to  divide,  as 
vould  be  the  case  In  most  instances,  neither  his 
assignees  nor  honest  creditors  would  incur  the 
expense  and  trouble  of  canying  on  a  lawsuit,  per- 
haps a  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  disprove  any 
debt  presented  before  the  commissioners.  Kren 
■hould  they  think  proper  to  do  so,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  accomplish  it,  if  Che  fraud  had  been  con- 
ducted with  any  art ;  because,  in  the  taw,  fraud 
u  never  to  be  i^esumed,  but  must  be  clearly 
proved. 

The  evils  which  would  flow  from  the  retrospec- 
tive operation  of  this  bill  I  shall  not  touch  j  tbey 
bave  already  been  ably  and  eloquently  descanted 
upon  by  others. 

I  shaill  now  come  to  my  concluding  argument 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill,  II  would  tend 
again  to  arouse  the  spirit  of  wild  and  extravagant 
^culation,  which  has  spread  distress  far  and  wide 
over  the  land.  It  will  tend  again  to  produce  those 
Tcry  evils  for  which  its  friends  say  it  is  intended 
to  provide  a  remedy. 

What  has  been  the  history  of  this  country  7 
Upon  this  subject  let  us  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
dictates  of  experience.  It  is  the  best  teacher  of 
political  wisdom. 

Under  our  glorious  Constitution,  the  human 
miDd  is  unrestrained  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 
The  calm  of  despotism  does  not  rest  upon  us. 
Neither  the  institutions  of  the  country,  nor  the 
habits  of  Bociety,have  established  any  cfu^  within 
the  limits  of  which  man  shall  be  confined.  The 
human  intellect  walks  abroad  in  its  majesty.  This 
admirable  system  of  government,  which  locorpo- 
ntes  the  rights  of  man  into  the  Constitution  of 
the  country,  developes  all  the  latent  resources  of 
the  intellect,  and  brings  them  into  active  energy. 
The  road  to  wealth  and  to  honor  is  not  closed 

rinst  the  humblest  citizen  ;  and  Heaven  forbid 
t  ii  ever  should! 

It  is,  however,  the  destiny  of  man  to  learn  that 
evil  often  treads  closely  upon  the  footsteps  of 
g^d.  The  very  liberty  which  we  enjoy,  unless 
we  are  restrained  by  the  dictates  of  morality  and 
(d*  prudence,  has  a  tendency  to  make  us  discoo- 
lented  with  our  condition.  It  of\en  produces  a 
restless  temper,  and  a  disposition  to  be  perpetually 
changing  our  pursuits,  lor  the  purpose  of  becom' 
ing  more  wealthy  or  more  distinguished.  The 
&ame  of  mind  ^oduced  by  freedom,  if  kept  within 
proper  bounds,  is  a  source  of  the  greatest  advan- 
tages to  individuals  and  to  society ;  if  unrestrained 


and  suffered  to  run  wild,  it  leads  to  every  species 
of  extravagance  and  follv. 

A  few  merchants,  botn  in  the  cities  and  ia  the 
country,  have  amassed  splendid  and  princely  for- 
tunes. These  have  glittered  in  tbe  taaey  of  the 
thoughtless  and  unsuspecting  countryman,  and 
bave  roused  his  ambition  or  bis  avarice.  He 
never  calculated   that  it  requires  a  union  of  con- 


Ivantages,  but  few  comparatively  are  successful. 
nis  son  ts  taught  book-keeping  at  a  country  school, 
and  Chen  be  abandons  the  pursuit  of  his  fathers. 
He  leaves  the  business  vf  agriculture,  which  is  tbe 
most  peaceful,  the  most  happy,  tbe  most  independ- 
ent, and,  I  might  add,  the  most  respectable,  in  so- 
ciety, to  become  a  merchant.  Hexpurns  the  idea 
of  treading  in  the  path  of  his  ancestors,  and  ac- 
quiring his  living  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow. 
WeallD  and  distinction  bave  become  bis  idols, 
and  have  turned  his  brain. 

Is  not  this  the  history  of  thousands  in  our  coun- 
try within  the  last  twenty  years'?  It  was  not  dif- 
ficult to  predict  what  would  be  the  melancholy 
catastrophe.  Bankruptcy  and  ruin  have  fallen 
upon  the  thoughtless  adventurers. 

Happy  would  it  have  been  for  tbe  country  bad 
this  spine  of  speculation  confined  itself  to  the  ftr- 
mer  who  turned  merchant.  We  have  witnessed 
it  spreading  over  everv  class  of  the  community. 
We  have,  in  innumerable  instances,  seen  the  plain, 
sober,  industrious,  and  experienced  farmer,  con- 
verted, into  a  speculator  in  land  and  in  stocks.  We 
have  lived  in  a  time  when  the  foundations  of  so- 
ciety appeared  to  be  ttbaken,  and  when  Ibe  love  of 
giin  seemed  to  swallow  up  every  other  passion  of 
e  heart.  This  disposition  gave  birth  to  tbe  hun- 
dreds and  tbe  thousands  ol  banks  which  have 
spread  themselves  over  tbe  country.  Their  reac- 
tion upon  tbe  people  doubled  the  force  of  the  ori- 
ginal cause  which  produced  (hero.  They  deluged 
the  country  with  bank  paper.  The  price  of  land 
rose  far  beyond  its  real  value ;  it  commanded  from 
$200  to  $400  per  acre  in  many  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent ; 
and  I  know  one  instance  in  which  a  man  agreed 
to  give  81,500  per  acre  for  a  tract  of  land,  which 
he  afterwards  laid  ont  in  town  lots.  He  sold  the 
lots  at  so  large  a  profit  that  be  would  have  accu- 
mulated an  independent  fortune  by  the  specula- 
tion, had  not  the  times  changed,  and  the  lot-hold- 
ers, in  consequence,  been  unable  to  pay  the  pur- 
chase money. 

This  universal  delusion  has  vanished ;  the  en- 
chantment is  at  an  end ;  the  people  have  been  re- 
stored to  their  sober  senses.  Id  the  change,  which 
was  rapid,  many  honest  and  respectable  citizens 
have  been  ruined.  Among  many,  misery  and 
want  bave  usurped  The  abodes  of  happiness  and 
plenty.  I  most  sincerely  deplore  their  situation  j 
but,  as  legislators,  we  should  also  have  some  com- 
passion on  thecommunity.  Experience  has  taught 
us  a  lesson  which,  I  trust,  we  shall  never  forget — 
that  a  wild  and  extravagant  spirit  of  speculation 
is  otie  of  the  greatest  curses  which  can  pervade 
our  country.    Do  you  wish  again  to  rouse  it  7  Do 
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SQ  wish  again  to  witness  the  desolation  which  it 
«  spread  over  the  land,  and  which  we  are  now 
slowlf  repairiDg  1  Then  pass  this  bankrapt  bill. 
Inform  the  fanner,  who  u  now  contented  and 


ger  of  entering  into  trade,  that  be  may  beci 

■nerehant  or  a  landjobber ;  that  he  may  proceed 
to  anf  excess  he  thinks  pT0{>er ;  that  be  need  coq- 
fioe  the  eztTaragance  of  his  speculations  within 
no  other  limit  but  the  extent  of  his  credit ;  that  if, 
at  last,  he  should  be  succenfnl,  unbounded  wealth 
will  be  his  portion— if  not,  the  law  will  discharge 
faim  from  all  his  debts,  and  enable  him  to  begin  a 
new  career;  hold  ont  a  lure  to  ail  the  industrious 
classes  in  society  to  abandon  their  useful  and  hon- 
orable panoils,  and  enter  into  speculation  of  some 
^ind  or  other,  by  proclaiming  it  as  the  law,  that, 
if  they  shoold  prore  unsnccessful,  their  debts  shall 
be  cancelled,  and  they  shall  be  restored  to  (heir 
fanner  sitnation.  Sucb  a  taw  would  present  the 
strongest  temptations  to  every  man  in  society  to 
become  indolent  and  eztraragant,  because  erery 
man  in  society  is  embraced  by  its  provisions.  In 
this  respect  it  is  as  novel  as  it  is  dangerous.  Rest 
assured,  Mr.  Speaker,  tbat  our  population  require 
the  cnrb  more  than  the  rein.  It  you  hold  out  such 
encoDragement  to  unbounded  speculation  as  this 
bill  presents,  we  shall,  before  many  years,  see  all 
the  occDirences  again  presented  before  us  which 
have  involved  the  country  in  uaezampled  distress. 

The  time  may  come,  ages  hence,  when  a  bank- 
rupt law  may  become  necessary  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  commerce.  History  has  instructed  us  lEat 
natioos,  like  men,  rise,  and  flourish,  and  decay. 
At  present  our  population  possesses  alt  the  vigor 
and  cnlenrise  ot  yonih.  The  stimulus  of  such  a 
bill  woold  drive  us  on  to  madness.  It  would  be 
potting  into  the  hands  of  Phstoo  the  reins  of  the 
chariot  of  the  sun.  The  day  will  come,  but  I 
trust  it  is  now  far  distant,  when  old  age  shall  fall 
upon  OS  as  a  nation — when  wealth  shall  beget 
luxury  and  corruption — Eind  when  we  shall  be  en- 
feebled in  all  our  exertions.  Then  it  may  be  ne- 
ceuaiy  to  hold  ont  extraordinaiv  allurements  to 
commercial  enterprise.  When  tnat  day  shall  ar- 
rive; when  oui  country  shall  be  sinking  into  de- 
cline ;  when  her  energies  shall  be  paralyzed ;  and 
when,  periiaps,  a  new  Republic^  vigorous  as  ours 
i±  at  pRsent,  mav  be  her  competitor  in  commerce, 
then,  aad  not  till  then,  will  it  be  necessary  that 
Connesi  should  exercise  the  power  vested  in  them 
by  the  Constitution,  and  poM  uniform  laws  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies. 

When  Mr.  B.  had  concluded— 

Mr.  WaioHT  replied. 

To  pat  an  end  to  further  discussion  of  (be  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Taylob  remarked  that  he  fdt  it  his  doty 
to  call  for  the  previous  queatioo,  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  decidedly  the  affirmative — yeas  96. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia, 
Mr.  Cambbgi.ei(g  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  for  the  previous  question  just  taken ;  but 
tbe  House  refused  to  reconsider  tue  same — yeas 
69,  nays  83. 

The  main  qoesiion  was  then  ordered,  and  was 


put,  on  reading  the  bill  a  third  time,  and  decided 
in  tbe  negative — yeas  72,  nays  99,  as  follows  i 

Ys*> — iieaan.  Allen  of  Muaachaiett*,  Baldwin, 
Baibanr  of  Connecticut,  Baytj,  BigelDn,  BoiUnd, 
Brockanridgfl,  Borrows,  Cambreleiig.  Campbell  of 
N«w  York,  CiuadsD,  Cocke,  ColJon,  CoDkling, 
CraAs,  Cushuan,  Dsilington,  DeDi*on,DarrcB,  Dwight, 
Edd;,  Edwards  of  Conneeiicac.  Edwards  ofPaaDa;!' 
>«Di>,  Eustis,  Fsrrally.  Findlij,  Fuller.  Gmhsia, 
Hawks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Holcombc,  HubbsnJ,  Jones  of 
TenoMiee,  Kret,  KirUand,  Little,  McCarty,  Milnor, 
Montgamerji,  Mo«rs  orPennaf  JTsuia,  Moore  ofVirgi* 
nia,  Moore  of  A  labanis,Neal«,  Nelson  of  MsMachuaetta, 
Pauerson  of  New  York,  Pitcher,  Poineelt,  Rich, 
Rochester,  Rngers,  Rugglei,  Kuw,  Rusaell,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  8.  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith,  Sterling  of  Connecti- 
cut,  Slcrling  of  New  York,  Stoddard,  Taylor,  Tod, 
TomUoion,  Tracy,  Van  ReDsselaer,  While,  Whit- 
man, Williamson,  Wood,  Woodson,  and  Wright. 

Nils — Meaara.  Alaiander,  Allen  of  Tenneaiee, 
Archer,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  BasMtt.  Bateman.Bay- 
liea,  BUckledge,  Bliir,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burton, 
Butler,  Campbell  of  Obio,  Cannon,  Casaedy,  Cham- 
bers, Condict,  Conner,  Cook,  Cuthberl,  Dane,  DJck- 
iion,  Edwards  of  NMth  Carolina,  Floyd,  Gilmer, 
Oiat,  Oroaa,  Hall,  Hardin,  Harvey,  Hobart.  Hooks, 
Jackson,  F,  Johnson,  J.  T,  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johniton, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kcjes,  Latbrop,  Leftwieh,  Lincoln, 
LitchGeld,Long,LanDdes,McCojtMcDDffie,  McNeill, 
McBherry,  Mallary,  AUlJack,  Matun,  HatLoeka,  Mer- 
cer, Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  Pennaflvama,  Mitchell  of 
Sonth  Caroline,  Morgan,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
New,  Newton,  OreretrMt,  Fattsrion  of  PennsyWanis, 
Phillips,  Pieraon,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshire,  Planm 
of  Pennsylvanis,  Bead  of  Msasachuaetla,  Raid  of  Geor- 
gia, Rhea,  Ron,  Sandera,  Scott,  Sloan,  Arthur  Smith, 
W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  SteTcnson,  Stewart, 
Swan,  Swearingen,  Tatnall,  Thompson,  Trimble, 
Tuckor  of  South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Up- 
lam,  Vance,  Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Walworth,  Whip- 
>le,  Wiltiuns  of  North  Caraliai,  Williama  of  Virginia, 
iVitson,  Woodcock,  and  Worman. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected.  And  then  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wednesday,  March  13. 
Mr,  Seboeant,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, who  were  instructed,  on  tbe  Utb  ultimo, 
'    inquire  into  theexpedieocy  of  permitting  aliens. 


who  resided  within  the  limits  and  jurisdic 


a  of 


tbe  declaration  o; 
States  and  Great  Britain,  and  who  have  con- 
tinued to  reside  within  the  same,  to  become  citi- 
zens without  a  compliance  with  the  first  condition 
specified  in  the  first  section  of  the  act  entitled 
;  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
approved  April  14tb,  1802,  made  a  report 
Lucreuu ;  vvhicb  was  read,  and  commitied  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate  of  the 

Mr.  Seboeaht,  from  the  same  com mittee,  also 


reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretanr  of  State 
to  issue  letters  patent  to  Frederick  S.  Warburg; 
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Mr.  QiLMEB  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

Sttoived.  Tbit  ihe  Becrttarj  of  Slite  ba  inilractcd 
to  report  lu  the  House  of  Reprenntatifei,  whit  oti- 
ilcnces  of  claima,  recorJeil  in  the  office  of  (he  Deptrt- 
Dient  uf  Stale,  in  puraumce  of  the  act  of  Congren, 
pawed  31(t  March,  1814,  pioiiiJing  for  the  indemnifi- 
cation of  coitaio  claima  of  public  landa  in  the  Miiaia- 
iippi  Territory,  remain  in  thai  office,  aAer  haling  been 
rejected  by  tbe  comminionera  appointed  under  that 
act;  nhether  the  Becrelary  of  State  h>*  refuxd  to  de- 
liver up  luctk  eTideneea  of  claima  to  tho  claimant*, 
together  with  the  reiaoui  of  aach  refuail,  ipeeirying 
tbe  name*  of  eurh  claimanta  aa  applied  to  nitbdraw 
their  evidence*  of  claima. 

Tbe  resolutloD  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

Mf.EnwAHDs,  of  Norlh-CarolioB,  moved  for  the 
consideration  of  Ihe  joint  resolution  from  tbe  Sen- 
ate, DOW  lying  on  the  table,  for  fixing  a  time  for 
the  adjournment  of  Congress,  which  roolioa  was 
negatived — the  House  refusing  to  consider  it. 

RULES  OF   THE  HOUSE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  tbe 
House  went  into  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  appointed  to  revise  and  alter 
the  standing  rules  and  orders  of  the  House. 

The  first  alteration  proposed  in  the  report,  voi 
of  (he  16lh  rule,  so  he  to  substitute  Maine  for  New 
Hampshire,  in  the  order  of  callrne  petitions. 

The  alteration  waa  supported  by  Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Virginia,  Mr.  Hell,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, and  opposed  by  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Tucker, 
of  Virginia,  Mr.  Woodcock,  and  Mr.  Mallary, 
when  the  question  was  taken  and  the  alteration 
adopted. 

Another  alteration  was  proposed  to  the  '*"''" 
rule  "       '  ■' "^     '"-  -'■  -  ■' 


u  relation   to  the  j)reEentation  of  petil 
r  thirty  days  iron 


the 


forbidding  the 

commencement  of  the  session,  except  on  the  first 

day  of  the  meeting  of  the  House  in  each  week. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  erase  the 
word  "  thirty"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the 
word  "fifty." 

Messrs.  Rhea,  and  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, were  disposed  to  non-concur  altogether  with 
Ihe  proposed  amendment.  They  considered  it  as 
an  improper  curtailment  of  the  right  of  petitioning. 
After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia,  Mercer,  and  Filler,  the  question  was 
taken  on  Mr.  Campbell's  motion,  and  lost.  On 
Ihe  question  of  adopting  tbe  amendment  as  re- 
ported, it  was  decided  affimialively. 

The  following  proposition  was  reported 
added  to  the  17th  rule,  viz;  "No  more  th 
'  hour  each  day,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  subject  of 
'reports  from  committees,  and  resolutions;  -'"■- 
'  wntch,  the  Speaker  shall  dispose  of  the  bills, 
'  sages,  and  commupications,  on  hia  table,  and 
'  then  proceed  to  call  the  orders  of  ihe  day." 

The  proposition  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Butler. 
who  thought  the  only  benebcial  curtailment  woultl 
be,  by  devising  some  method  of  limiting  the  long 
speeches  that  had  consumed  so  much  time  during 
this  s     ' 


ofNewYork,propo«ed  to  amend 
]y  insertion,  after  Ihe  word  "  re- 
solutions," tbe  words,  "unless  in  tbe  opinion  of 


Mr.  Stebi 
the  amendment,  by  ii 


the  SiKaker  further  time  shall  be  required." 

The  amendment  of  Mr,  S.  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Mallary,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  then  offered  ibe 
following  amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  be  in- 
serted alter  the  word  ''resolutions,"  viz:  "unless 
'  in  the  opinion  of  the  House  further  time  shall  be 
'  necessary,  which  question  shall  not  be  subject  to 
'  debate."    This  proposition  was  also  negatived,  i~ 


The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  adoption  of 
tbe  ameudftient  as  recommended  by  the  committee, 
the  same  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Shii^,  of  Ma-, 
ryland,To.MLiNSON,  Cook,  and  Rich,  and  opposed 
by  Me^rs.  Rhea,  pLDHEH,ofNEW Hampshire,  and 
Walkeb;  when  the  question  was  taken  and  the 
amendment  was  adopted. 

Af^er  passing  various  other  amendments  pro- 
posed to  the  presentTules — 

The  first  amendment  proposed  to  Che  52d  rule 
being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Canko:!  moved  to  amend  the  same,  by  ad- 
ding thereto  words  to  constitute  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia  a  standing  committee.  The  motion 
was  supported  by  the  mover  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Tavloh,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  McCov,  and 
negatived. 

The  clause  as  reported  to  be  added  to  the  53d 
rule  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  KuBTis  proposed  to  strike  out  the  following 
part  thereof,  next  after  the  word  "  report,"  viz  : 
"  from  time  to  time,  such  measures  as  may  contri- 
bute Co  the  economy  and  accountability  of  lh« 
said  establishment,"  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
the  words  "  their  opinion  thereupon."  The  motion 
to  strike  out  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
Messrs.  Mercer,  Fuller,  and  Mc Coy,  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Taylor,  Suith  of  Maryland, 
ToMLiNBON,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  aitd 
Nelson  of  Virginia;  when  the  question  was  taken 
and  the  motion  negatived. 

Mr.  ToHLiNSOH  moved  so  to  amend  the  propo- 
sition as  to  provide  that  the  said  committee  report 
their  opinion  upon  the  measures  submitted  to  them, 
and  also  to  report  from  time  to  time  such  measures 
as  may  contribute  to  economy  and  accountability 
in  the  said  establishment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  npon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  T.  and  carried,  and  the  question  next  re- 
curring upon  the  amendment  as  amended,  the 
same  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  a  similar  modification  to 
the  last  of  Mr.  ToHLiN80N,in  respect  to  that  part 
of  the  amendment  which  relates  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  A&irs;  the  same  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  amendment  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

The  remaining  branch  of  Ihe  amendment,  in  re- 
lation to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  after 
some  verbal  emendation:!,  was  concurred  in. 

A  new  rule,  to  be  inserted  after  the  56ib  rule, 
providing  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
seniBlives,  at  the  commencement  of  every  session 
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□fCoDgreiis,  shall  cause  lobe  printed  and  delirered 
to  eacb  member  a  list  of  reports,  dtc.,  which  it  is 
the  duty  of  any  officer  or  Departmeol  of  Govern- 
ment to  make  to  Coagress,  was  also  coDcarred  in. 

A  new  rule,  as  reported  for  the  82d  rule,  after 
lusiaiaing  a  modification,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ricn, 
was  also  adopted.^ 

The  last  proposftion  reported  by  the  committee 
was  in  the  following  words :  "  Nor  shall  any  rule 
be  sDspepded  except  by  a  vole  of  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present." 

The  concurrence  with  ibis  amendment  was  op- 

rl  by  Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  and 
MeacEB,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Nelbon  of 
Virginia ;  when  the  questioa  was  taken  thereoo, 
aod  the  amecdmenl  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MEBCEa  moved  to  insert,  as  an  addition  to 
the  23d  rule,  the  following :  "  Nor  shall  any  mem- 
ber remain  in  the  hall  covered,  during  the  session 
of  the  House,  without  the  permission  of  the 
Speaker." 

The  quextion  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  Mercer 
and  Hardin  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and'by  Messrs. 
WiLLUus  of  North  Carolina,  Little,  Walker, 
and  TaiHBLE,  in  opposition  to  it;  when  Mr.  Tay- 
lor submitted  it  as  a  question  of  order,  that  this 
proposition  was  not  susceptible  of  debate  or  deter- 
mioatioD,  without  being  laid  one  day  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Mercer  considered  it  to  be  in  order  at  an 
amendment  to  rules  that  were  now  under  discas- 

The  Speakeb  decided  that  the  motion  was  in 
order;  and,  af^er  a  few  further  remarks  by  Mr. 
Mercer  in  favor  of  the  motion,  and  by  Mr.  Saw- 
yer againstit,  thequestion  was  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  negative— ayes  63,  noes  77. 

Mr.  Mercer  then  sulimitled  an  amendment  of 
the  ISth  rule,  so  as  to  prefix  thereto  the  following 
words:  "No  member  shall  read  a  newspaper, 
write  or  read  a  private  letter,  in  his  seat,  during 
tbe  session  of  the  House." 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wriort 
and  Rhea,  and  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  WaicHT  moved,  as  a  new  rule,  tbe  follow- 
ing :  "  That  no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  smoke 
a  cirar  in  tbe  hall  nor  in  the  outer  lobby  of  the 
hall?'  This  motion  was  also  negatived  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  Nblson,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  SSd  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  pro- 
position, that  a  motion  to  adjourn  should  not  be 
in  order  before  the  hour  of  4  o'clock,  if  any  ques- 
tion should  then  be  before  the  House. 

The  Hoiue  agreed  to  reconsider,  and  adopted 
the  ameodmeni  as  proposed. 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  to  amend  the  21s[  rale,  so  as 
to  provide  that  no  member  should  be  allowed  to 
speak  more  than  an  hour  at  one  time,  without 
special  leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  RoflB  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  after  the  word  "  speak"  the  words  "  or 
rod  a  speech,"  so  as  to  read — no  member  shall  be 
allowed  to  speak  or  read  a  speecfa,  more  than  an 
hotir  at  one  time,  without  special  leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  F.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  both  the 
amendment  and  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 


The  question  being  taken  upon  the  latter,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative ;  tvhen,  ibe  tjueslion  re- 
curring upon  the  original  proposition,  the  same 
was  also  negatived, 

Mr.  Merceh  submitted  an  ameodmeni  to  the  ' 
2d  rule,  the  purport  of  which  was,  ibal,  after  a 
subject  had  been  under  discussion  for  three  hours 
on  each  day  of  three  successive  days,  in  Ibe  House 
or  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ, or  rise  and  report,  Sunless  the  question  shall 
nave  been  decided,)  should  not  be  in  order  before 
7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  question  was  supporied  by  ihe  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea,  wuo  concluded  bis  remarks 
by  moving  lo  amend  the  amendment  by  striking 
out  the  words  "  7  o'clock,  F.  M."  and  by  insertine 
in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  Ihe  question  is  taken." 

The  motion  was  .negatived,  and  the  question 
recurring  upon  the  original  amendmeni — 

Mr.  Mercer  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  accordingly  ordered.  Some  further 
remarks  were  made  by  Messrs.  Bucranan  and 
Lowmoes  in  favor  of  tbe  amendment,  and  by 
Messrs.  Wright,  Archer,  F.  JoaHBon,  Momt- 
QOMEBY,  Haroih,  Smyth,  Rhea,  and  Farrelly, 
in  opposition  to  it,  when  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  moved  that  the  whole  subject  be  laid  on 
Ibe  table. 

Mr.  Taylor  contended  that  it  was  not  practi- 
cable to  lay  on  the  table  the  original  report  of  the 
select  committee,  which  had  been  fully  acted  upon. 

The  Chair  decided  that  the  motion  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  Wriuht  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  supported, 
and  Mr.  Taylor  opposed  the  decision,  when  Mr. 
Wbioht  withdrew  tfae  appeal. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB,  of  North  Carolina,  having  un- 
derstood from  the  Speaker  that  themolittn  to  lay 
on  the  table  would  apply  only  to  the  last  proposi- 
tion, withdrew  the  same. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  nroposed  to  renew  tbe 
motion,  when  the  Speaker  decided  that  the  whole 
subject,  as  last  proposed  by  Mr.  Mercer,  was  not 
in  order  before  the  House. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  then  moved  that  the 
proviso  to  the  16th,  and  the  amendment  to  the  17lb 
rules,  should  not  take  effect  until  the  next  session 
of  ConsreiH ;  but,  before  any  decision  (hereon,  at 
5  o'clock,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thvrboay,  March  14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Joneb,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Comtnittee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  vesting  in  Alvira 
Debrel,  formerly  Alvira  Mitchell,  and  Sophia 
Hancock,  formerly  Sophia  Mitchell,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Mitchell,  by  Molly,  a  Choctaw  woman, 
the  title  to  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  reserved  10  them  by  the  Treaty  of 
Mount  Dexter,  concluded  between  the  United 
Stales  of  America  and  the  Choctaw  nation  of  In- 
dians, on  the  16th  day  of  November,  1805. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Caro- 
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Una.  the  Committee  on  Commerce  were  iDslnicted 
to  ioqaire  into  tlie  expediency  of  establistiiog  bea- 
cons or  buoys  on  thebar  of  the  porlof  Oeorgelown, 
South  Carolina,  and  ascertain  the  compensation 
for  keeping  the  same  in  repair. 
Mr.  Stewart  submitted  the  following  resola- 

Rnohtd,  Th«tihePoitm«uerGeaerilbein<lruclc(I 
ta  communicate  to  lhi<  Houm  inj  tnlimaklioii  be  mij 
poMCMTetatiTc  to  the  futorea  and  delayiof  the  United 
Utetn  mail  between  Waihington  dtj  and  Whaeling, 
the  canaei  which  hate  produced  them,  and  the  meant 
of  pieTanling  them  in  Tntiira. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spkakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
frotn  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  list  of 
officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  who 
hold  brevet  commissions  for  gallant  conduct  in 
■  battle,  and  for  other  causes,  communicated  in  pur- 
suance of  a  resolution  of  this  House;  which  letter 
and  list  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Raneik,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Landa,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the 
Senate,  for  srantiD^  to  the  Ooveraar  of  Louisiana 
two  trtcts  of  land  in  the  county  of  Point  Coupee, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  reported  the  same  with 
an  amendment  to  strike  out  tne  first  section  of  the 
bill,  (which  giants  the  site  of  the  old  fort  for  the 
use  of  a  collie,}  and.  on  motion  of  Mr.  R.,  the 
report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

The  resolution  sntonitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Oil- 
HBR,  calling  for  iaformation  from  tbe  Department 
of  Stale,  relative  to  tbe  titles  of  certain  lands  in 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  which  remain  in  that 
Department,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Walworth  called  for  the  consideration  of 
a  joint  resolution,  submitted  by  him  some  days 
since,  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ot  the  United  Stales,  so  as  to  restore  to  the 
respectire  Slates  the  power  of  enacting  bankrupt 
laws,  until  such  time  as  tbe  Congress  shall  estao- 
lish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Tbe  question  of  consideration  was  carried — 
ayes  64,  noea  41. 

Tbe  resolution  was  then  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Coramiitee  of  the  whole  Honse  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Whitman  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Monday  next,  move  that  the  House  go  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the 
Union,  upon  the  resolution  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  Ihe  Constitution  in  reU- 
tion  to  the  choice  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  Representatives  to 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  was 
then  taken  up,  and  the  question  recurred  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Vir^^inia.  yesterday, 
proposing  to  postpone  the  operation  oi  tne  rule  in 
respect  to  the  receipt  of  petitions,  and  also  the  rule 
for  restricting  the  time  of  bearing  reports,  dec., 
unliltbe  next  session  of  Congress — and,  after  some 
further  debate,  the  proposition  on  both  points  was 
negatived. 

On  ntotion  of  Mr.  Nelboh,  of  Virginia,  it  was 


:  of  Ihe  House, 
«  of  the 


ordered  that  the  rules  and  regulatio: 
as  amended,  be  printed. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Coramiti 
Whole  on  sundry  lu-irate  bills. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Freeland  and 
John  M.  Jenkins,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Rankin  moved  to  strjkqfout  the  first  and 
only  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  suggested  it  to  the  member  from 
Mississippi,  (Mr.  Rankin,)  as  a  matter  of  form, 
that  it  would  be  more  parliamentary  to  move  to 
strike  out  those  words  in  the  bill  which  imply 
legislation,  than  the  first  and  only  enacting  clause. 
Mr.  R.  modified  his  motion  accordingly. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  supported  by  the 
mover,  and  by  Messrs.  Stesliho,  of  New  York, 
McCoy,  and  Canson,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Cook  and  Butler,  when  tbe  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  the  motion  to  strike  out  prevailed. 

A  bill  tor  tbe  relief  of  James  McFarland  was 
then  taken  up. 

After  a  few  explanatory  remarks,  Mr.  Rakkin 
moved  to  strike  out  the  first  enacting  clause  of 
this  bill  also ;  and  supported  the  motion  by  a  num- 
ber of  observations. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr. 
Stbbliko,  of  New  York,  to  whom  Mr.  RARKtn 
red  led ;  and,  the  question  being  taken,  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  RANKtN  then  moved  that  tbe  Committee 
rise  and  report  their  decisions  on  the^e  bills,  wbicfa 
was  put  and  lost,  when  a  bill  for  thf  relief  of  Jon- 
athan N-  Baily  was  taken  up,  and  a  few  exidana- 
tory  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, in  favor  of  the  bill,  and,  afier  a  few  sugges- 
tions by  Messrs.  Lownues,  McCoy,  Williahb, 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Walworth,  the  Commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  the  bill  without  amendment. 

In  the  House,  Mr.  Cook  moved  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  words  of  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benja- 
min Freeland  and  John  M.  Jenkins  be  laid  on  toe 
table ;  which  was  asreed  to. 

On  tbe  question  o?  concurrence  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  in  striking  out  the  first 
clause  of  the  billfor  the  relief  of  James  McFarland, 

Mr.  Cook  opposed  tbe  concurrence,  and  Mr. 
Rahkin  and  Mr.  Cocke  advocated  it. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole — yeas  49,  nays  53. 

Mr.  Rankin  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  which  was 
agreed  to.  Tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  N. 
Baily  was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  engros- 
sed lor  a  third  reading. 

EXCHANGE  OF  STOCKa 

On  motion  of  Mr.   Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 

House  thenresolveditself  into  a  Committee  of  Ihe 

Whole,  on  "  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  flocks." 

The  general  object  of  the  bill  was  to  pay  off 
the  United  State*'  stocks,  bearing  six  and  seven, 
per  cent,  interest  at  five  per  cent,  redeemable  at  a 
latuie  period. 
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Mr.  Baldwin  moTed  lo  amend  the  bill  by  iD- 
scning  after  the  word  "  thirteen  "  in  the  7th  line, 
ibe  word^  "  and  aUo  two  millioDu  of  the  six  per 
ceoL  slocks  of  1820." 

Mr.  LowNDE*  stWECSted  tbal  it  was  probable, 
from  the  t«ior  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  that  the  two  millions  contemplated 
by  the  smendmeDt  would  be  redeemed  within  no 
long  time,  and  it  would  therefore  be  inexpedient 
to  continue  for  many  years  to  pay  interest  for  the 
sum  when  it  was  in  our  power  to  redeem  the  prin- 
cipal ;  and  that  the  effect  of  the  amendment  would 
naturalty  be  to  injure  the  public  credit  by  carrying 
with  it  the  impression  that  the  Goveinment  was 
not  able  to  redeem  thai  portion  of  the  debt  as 
soon  Bs  expected. 

Mi.  Tdckcr,  of  ViiEinia,  proposed  lo  modify 
the  amendment  in  Euch  a  mauDM  astoleareit 
diMretioury  with  the  ExecutiTe  lo  include  the 
lix  per  cent,  of  1S20,  or  not,  a«  he  may  deem  ex- 
pedient. 

This  coiirae  wis  advocated  by  Mr.  Caubre- 
LENfl,  hot  the  modiHcaiion  was  not  then  acceded 
to  by  the  mover,  and  an  eztensire  range  of  debate 
ensued  upon  the  original  amendment,  which  was 
supported  br  the  mover  and  Messrs.  Triuble, 
Mallabt,  Bccsahan,  Rose,  and  FARRELLT,and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  oI  Maryland,  Colden, 
LowNDEB,  Wood,  Goruam,  and  Nelbo.i,  of  Vir- 

Mr.  Baldwin  finally  expressed  his  willingness 
to  leave  it  to  the  Executive  to  include  the  stock  of 
1820  or  not,  conformably  to  Mr.  Tucker's  pro- 
position ;  but  before  the  question  was  determined, 
the  Committee  rase,  reported  progress,  and  the 
Mouse  adjourned. 


Friday,  March  15. 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, lo  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  Florida/'  reported  the  same 
withoDi  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to 
tlie  Committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 

Mi.  Newton,  of  Vii^inia,  from  the  Committee 
on  that  part  of  the  President's  Meuage  which 
relates  to  our  commercial  iotncomse  willi  fordgn 
Datioas,  and  the  various  petitions  on  the  mbject 
of  commercial  restrictions,  (bo  called,)  made  a  re- 
port, which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  N.,  was  committed, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ccshman,  two  thousand 
extra  copies  ivere  ordered  to  be  printed. 

This  report  concludes  with  the  following  leso- 
lotioDs ; 

Rttehai,  That  the  icl  concerning  nivisatian,  paMed 
the  tsth  of  April,  1818,  and  the  act  auppletoenlar;  to 
Ihc  set  concerning  naiigation,  pasieit  the  ISlh  of  Maj, 
1S30;  and,  also,  the  act  laying  a  tonnage  duty  an 
French  tmmIs,  paned  ihe  Ifith  of  May,  1830,  made 
neceuaiy  to  coantemait  the  reatiictiTa  •jilama  of 
Groat  Britain  and  France,  and  fot  the  protKtion  of 
Ihe  navigalion  anil  commerco  of  tho  United  Stalea 
Iran  inJBiiaa,  ara  still,  and,  as  long  ti  thoae  advenar; 
■ysienM  ahsU  contmae.  miut  bo  neeeasaij  to  proiact 


frum  inJDriea  tha  aama  great  intereali^  and  ought  not 
to  be  ropealed. 

Raohtd,  ThaitbaGorerDinentafthe  United  Stalea, 
having  unifbrmJ;  declared  and  avowed  its  attachment 
to  tfag  prindplca  of  free  commerce,  and  baviDg,  is  the 
treaties  which  it  hae  formed  and  agreed  to,  with  for- 
eign nationa,  and  in  its  relative  sets,  adhered  to  them, 
ehonld  be  tUPlait  to  abandon  Ihem,  and  especially  et 
a  time  when  every  juet  and  enlighteneil  nation  ia  con- 
forming ill  eommereia]  policy  to  an  accordance  with 
those  principles. 

Mr.  Sloan,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  certificates  of  rhe  election  of 
the  members  of  the  Hotise ;  which  was  laid  oq  the 
table. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  make  per- 
petual an  act  passed  the  3d  day  of  MRich,  1817, 
entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act,  en- 
titled 'Ad  act  further  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1815,  and  for  otner  purpose*;" 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  on  the 
15th  of  December  last,  reported  a  bill  providing 
for  the  examination  of  the  titles  to  land  in  that 
part  of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  situated  between 
ihe  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  WiLLiAMB.from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Cornelius  Huson, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cornelius 
Huson  ;  which  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.pLDMEB,orNew  Hamp5hire,from the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  leported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  James  Green;  which  was  read  twice  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  (he  Whole. 

The  House  then  took  into  consideration  Ihe  res- 
olution submitted  vesterday  by  Mr.  Stewart,  rel- 
ative to  the  irregularity  of  the  Western  mail,  and 
adopted  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan, 

KaUted^  That  Philip  Reed,  who  conteUs  the 
election  of  Jeremiah  Causden,  returned  a  member 
of  this  House, be  per  nutted  to  appear  within  the  bar, 
and  be  heard  in  support  of  his  petition  during  the 
discussion  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions on  said  petition. 

Mr.  Mebcer  lubmittsd  the  fcdlowing  resolution, 

Sttotttd,  That  lbs  following  be  added  to  the  stand- 
ing rales  of  the  House  : 

Aftet  any  bill  or  rtsolnlioa  dtall  have  been  debated 
for  more  than  three  hoars  in  each  of  three  anecsasive 
days,  either  in  Uommiltee  of  the  Whole,  or  in  Ihe 
House,  unless  such  bill  or  resolution  ehall  have  been 
finally  lUspoaeJ  of,  no  motion  for  tho  commltiae  to 
rise,  or  the  House  to  adjoam,  shall  be  in  order  Iwlbre 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  tie  on  the  table 
one  day. 
Oit  motion  of  Mr.  Walworth,  the  CoDunittee 
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OD  Miliiary  Affairs  were  instructed  to  inquire  inio 
[he  expediency  ofauiboriziog  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  deliver  to  M&ttin  S.  Aiken, 
Azariah  C.  Fla^g,  Ira  A.  Wood,  and  others,  cer- 
tain rifles  promised  them  by  Major  Geaeral  Ma- 
comb, for  their  ^allaniry  and  patriotic  services 
during  the  siege  ot  Plattsburg,  in  Sef^mber,  1814. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  consider^e  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  lo  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Lonisiana  for  the  time  bein^, 
and  his  succesHors  in  office,  two  tracts  of  land  in 
the  county  of  Point  Coujtee :"  whereupon,  it  was 
ordered,  that  the  said  bill  be  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  authorizing  the  State  of  Illinoi!i  to  open  a 
canal  through  the  public  lands  in  said  State- 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  SSth  of  January 
last,  directing  him  to  report  the  number  of  land 
offices  in  the  different  Slates  and  Territories,  de- 
signating the  number  and  location  in  each  State 
and  Territory,  the  annual  expense  of  supporting 
the  same,  the  amount  of  money  received  at  each 
during  the  years  1820  and  1831,  and  the  distance 
of  the  rcBpective  offices  from  each  other ;  and 
whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  public  good  requires 
the  increase  or  diminution  of  said  oSices,  or  any 
alteration  in  the  location  of  the  same ;  and  if  any 
increase  is  required,  in  what  State  or  Territory 
the  same  ousht  to  be  located ;  which  report  was 
read  and  telerred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  JonalTian  N.  Bailey,"  was  read  the  third  time 
and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H. 
Clarte ;"  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States;"  "An  act  supplemental  lo  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the  disposal  of  cer- 
tain lots  of  public  ground  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans and  town  of  Mobile;"  "An  act  to  define 
admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction;"  and  "An 
act  to  amend  the  laws  now  in  force  as  to  the 
issuing  of  original  writs  and  Snal  process  in  the 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  within  the  State 
of  Tennessee ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

ALTERATION  OF  THE  HALL. 
Mr.  Blackledoe,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  instructed  by  resolu- 
tion, "  to  inquire  whether  such  an  alteration  can 
be  eflecled  in  the  Hall  now  occupied  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  as  will  fit  it  for  the  purpose  of 
a  deliberative  assembly;  and  if  this  be  deemed 
impracticable,  whether  a  suitable  apartment  can 
be  provided  in  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  House  of  Kepreaen- 
taiives,"  made  the  following  report  thereon,  in 

"Th«  committee,  having  eiamiDed  the  Hsll  when 
eaiptT,and  obMrved,  with  u  much  accuracy  u  was  piac- 


itnicture  of  the  dome,  >r>  the  principal  ci 
render  sounde  within  the  House  inditlinct  anil  iaan-  | 
dible.  It  wooEd  seem  desirable  th»l  thii  opinion  i 
'  oald  be  tasted  by  ectual  eipertment,  ao  >e  to  ascer-  j 
in  it!  foDndation  in  feet.     An  eipehment  which,  it      I 

belieTod,  mej  be  made  with  very  tittle  eipense,hu      I 
been  propoaed  by  the  Architect,  nbicb  tbo  commiltee 
submit  for  the  considention  oftha  House.    The  ei- 
peiimenl  is  to  be  msde  by  ihrowing  cenvena  or  other      j 
dolh  ecroaa  the  bue  of  the  dome,  at  the  apringing  or     | 
Uie  arch,  ao  la  to  eidude  the  dome.     From  a  compo-      i 
1  bj  the  Architect,  it  ia  believed  the  ejpenw  of     i 
thii  eiperimeat  v>ill  not  exceed  one  bnndral  and  fifty      { 
dolUra.    The  Irjal  may  be  made  so  aa  to  be  teal«l  by 
the  Houae  without  much  loa*  ortime,  aa  the  mstehak 
for  making  the  sxperimeni  are  at  hand,  and  the  Archi- 
tect wilt    be  lemJ;   to   execute  the  norh  promptly. 
Sbonld  tbe  House  concur  in  the  viawa  of  ihe  commit- 
tee, they  would  racMtiniaDd  llie  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing leaolution ;     .  j 

Rttohtd,  That  the  Architect  of  tb«  Public  Baild-      i 
ings  causa  to  be  made  the  eiperinent  recommended 
in  the  accompanjing  repoiL" 

The  report  being  read,  the  question  was  taken 
on  agreeingtotheresolution  therein  recommended, 
and  passed  in  tbe  affirmative. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  on  the  memorial  of  Philip  Reed, 
contesting  the  election  of  Jeremiah  Causden,  re- 
turned as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  present 
Congress  from  the  State  of  Maryland. 

[This  report,  ofier  so  eiamination  of  the  sUtementi 
of  the  two  parties,  and  the  evidence  by  which  they 
were  sustained,  comes  to  the  following  concluaion  ; 

"  From  a  full,  sttenlive,  and  deliberate  eiaminalioa 
of  the  case,  in  all  ita  poiau  and  bearinga,  the  commit- 
tee are  impelled  to  the  conclusion  that  the  aitting  mem- 
ber csnnol,  conaiatent  with  Che  Constitution  of  the 
United  Btatea,  be  allowed  lo  lelaia  a  aeat  in  this  Houae, 
under  the  procecdinga  of  tha  Oovernoi  and  Council  of  ^ 
Maryland.  That  the  testimony  in  relstioa  to  the  two 
Totea  rejected  in  district  No.  I,  of  Kent  county,  proves 
that  (hea«  tickets  were  not  fraudulent,  and  that  thej 
ought  til  have  been  counted  at  the  poll  of  the  memo- 
rialist, br  whom  they  were  given  ;  end  (hat  the  vote 
allowed  to  him  in  dietrict  No.  3,  in  Cecil  county,  ought  , 
to  be  deducted  from  hia  poll  aa  being  clearly  sa  iliegsl 
vola.  Therefore,  by  adding  to  the  poll  of  Philip  Re«d, 
the  memorialist,  two  votes  improperly  rejected  in  Kenl 
county,  and  dedneling  one  therefrom,  far  Uial  improp- 
erly allowed  in  Cecil  county,  he  will  have  a  msjorilj 
of  one  vote  over  the  siuing  menibei." 

The  following  reaolntiona  were  aabmitted  ; 

"  Baolecd,  That  Jeremiah  Cauaden  is  not  entitled  10 
a  aeat  in  this  Houae." 


But  tbe  marl  important  psit  of  the  reasoning  on  . 
which  this  report  ia  founded,  ia  the  following  : 

"  The  committee,  being  of  opinion  that  the  power 
thus  virtually  exercised  by  the  Governoi  end  Council 
of  Maryland,  in  appointing  a  Representative  to  the 
Congresa  of  the  United  Ststee,  (by  casting  lots  when- 
each  of  the  candidates  had  an  equal  nnmber  of  votes,) 


DiailizodbyGOOgle 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1310 


Mascb,  1822. 


Mttitary  EttaUithvtenf. 


a  eaiiinrr  to  ihe  expreu  proTuion*  of  the  Coiiatiia- 
tion,  and  ooe  wbvh  tbh  Houm  eanaot  Mnetioo,  h**« 
nohnitatioD  in  rajacting  tba  oScial  alatainenl  of  the 
praccediDga  in  the  caac  aa  avidenco  of  the  right  of  the 
utliog  marsber  to  a  aeat  in  tbi>  Uouae."] 

The  rejwri  having  been  read,  Mr.  CAoaDEH  rose, 
in  oppoattion  to  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and 
iasuf^rt  of  hiaowa  litl«  to  his  eeat,  and  delivered 
ao  arnimentatiTe  speecli  of  coDsiderable  length  ; 
after  oe  concluded, 

Mr.  Reed  addressed  the  House  until  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hoar  before  four  o'clock,  when 

Mr.  Sloar  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
report  progress,  which  was  agreed  to ;  aod  then 
the  House  adjourned  lo  Monday. 

Monday,  March  18. 
Mr.  Batexai*,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  who  were  insirucled  bjr 
resolatioD.  on  the  11th  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the 
praclicahiliiy  of  facilitating  the  means  of  discov- 
erioK  thefts,  destruction  of.  or  opening  or  muliia- 
linglettera,  committed  by  deputy  postmasters,  their 
agents,  and  mail  contractors;  and,  also,  into  the 
pn^ely  of  enacting  severer  and  other  penalties 
agaiDst  iboae  who  may  be  convicted  of  such     " 


Mr.  STBKLtHQ,  of  New  York,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  mak- 
ine  proriaion  for  the  survey  and  dispoi^I  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Walwobth,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
lary  AAirs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Ste- 
phen Howard,  Jr.,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  wbich  bill  was  read]  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Mebcbb  called  for  the  consideration  of  a 
resolution  laid  by  him  on  the  table  on  Friday 
last,  proposing  to  alter  the  standins  rules  of  the 
Hons^  with  a  view  to  limiting  the  lensih  of  de- 
bates in  the  House.  On  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same — 
ayes  47,  noea  55. 

Mr.  Cahhom  called  for  the  consideration  of  a 
lesolntiiMi  submiUed  bjr  him  some  days  since,  fix- 
ing a  lioM  for  the  adjournment  of  Congrns,  but 
the  Hooae  refuaed  to  consider  the  same — ayes  49, 
noes  73. 

Mr.  Tdckes  mored  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  just  taken,  but  the  House  refused  lo  recon- 
sider the  same,  without  a  diviaioo. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  H.  Clark; 
an  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corpotaiB  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;"  an  act  to  define  admiralty  and  mari- 
lime  jurisdiction  ;  an  act  to  amend  the  laws  now 
in  force,  as  to  the  issuing  of  original  writs  and 
fiaa]  process  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
Stata  within  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and  an  act 
anpplemental  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  authori- 
ziDg  the  diapoaal  of  certain  loU  of  pablic  groood 


in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  town  of  Mobile;" 
were  severally  read  twice  and  referred;  the  first, 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  the  fifth,  to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  CocEE  moved  that  the  House  do  cora^  to 
the  following  resolutions,  viz: 

1.  Haohed.  That  the  act  of  the  3d  of  Match,  183). 
Id  reduce  and  fix  ibe  Military  Peace  EaUbliibment  of 
the  United  Stales,  naa  not  intended  to  authotiie  thf 
Preaident  of  tba  United  Stalea  Id  dismiaa  offieeri  then 
in  aarvice,  and  iatrodnce  atbars  of  Ibe  aama  grade 
into  the  Armv. 

3.  Raohed,  That  the  diimiaiion  of  Brevet  Briga- 
dier General  Daniel  Biaaell,  (Jolonel  of  tba  lit  regi- 
ment of  infinlry,  and  of  Jaaeph  L.  Bmith,  Coloael 
of  the  8d  regiment  of  infantry,  aa  aupernnmerarj, 
and  tba  creation  of  three  new  CotoDela,  lo  nit :  Taw- 
aon,  Fenwick,  and  Bu tier,  on  the  lat  da;  of  Jane, 
1831  ,wiB  not  aatbariied  b;  the  terms  oi  t?  the  spirit 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  18S1. 

3.  Reiolvid,  That  the  appointment  of  Colonel 
Jamra  Gsdiden  to  the  office  of  Adjutant  Ueneral  of 
the  United  Htstea  Army,  and  the  diamiHiau  a!  Golo- 
oela  Butler  and  Jones  frooi  that  office,  wsi  not  juiti- 
fied  liy  the  act  of  the  9d  of  Match,  1831. 

i.Saobxd,  That  Ibe  tranaferof  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Lindsa;  from  the  aeventb  rrgimanl  of  infantry  to  tba 
third  regiment  of  artillery,  after  Ibe  ist  of  June, 
1831,  was  conlrarj  lo  Ibe  regulations  for  the  gnvern- 
ment  of  the  Army  of  the  Uniled  Statea,  and  not  au- 
thorized bj  tba  teima  or  spirit  of  ibe  act  of  the  Sd  of 
March,  L831. 

6.  Rttohed,  That  it  la  tba  duty  of  Congreu,  upon 
national  principlaa  and  considerstiona,  to  protect  each 
officer  and  soldier  of  the  Army  in  the  enjoyment  of 
hie  legal  and  Conalitutional  rights. 

Mr,  Cocke  thought  that  the  subject  embraced 
by  the  resoluiLons  was  one  whii;h  involved  the 
interest  of  the  country,  and  he  therefore  moved 


enough  before  it  to  occupy  its  time  without  inter- 
fering with  the  appropriate  business  of  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  which  be  thought  the 
resolution  was  calculated  to  do.  He  wished  each 
planet  in  our  system  to  keep  within  lis  proper 
sphere  and  move  in  its  assigned  oibit,  and  he  did 
not  feel  willing  to  become  an  organ  of  censure  to 
another  body. 

The  Speaker  remarked  that  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  was  not  debateable,  and  was  about  to 
put  the  question,  when 

Mr.  Cocke  eipteraed  an  opinion  that  he  had  a 
right  to  lava  resolution  on  the  taUe,and  that 
such  was  toe  course  he  bad  originally  proposed. 

Mr.  Walwobth  observed  that  the  subject  em- 
braced by  the  resolution  was  now  before  ihe  Mili- 
tary Committee,  and  he  believed  a  member  of  it 
was  at  that  moment  employed  in  drawing  a  re- 
port upon  it. 

The  Sfeaeeb  observed  that  he  thought  it  was 
proper  on  this  occasion  to  put  the  question  of  con' 
iideratioD,  and  be  was  about  to  put  the  question, 
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wbetber  the  House  would  now  consider  lh«  rew- 
lutions;  when 

Mr.  Cocke  inquired  by  wbat  rule  he  was  de- 
prired  of  the  right  to  lay  a  resolulioa  uu  the 
table; 

The  Speaker  referred  to  the  rule  of  the  House, 
that,  "  when  any  motion  or  propositiou  is  made, 
tbe  question, '  Will  the  House  now  consider  ii  T 
shall  not  be  put,  unless  it  is  demanded  hy  some 
member,  or  is  deemed  necessary  by  the  Speaker" — 
and  the  question  of  consideralion  was  then  put, 
BJid  carried — ayes  62,  noes  55. 

Mr  Cocke  then  renewed  his  original  motion 
that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  cable  and  print- 
ed; which  was  carried  withooi  a  divJEion. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  Honse  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  unfinished  business  of  Friday  last 
— the  contpsied  election  of  Mr.  Reed,  ana  Mr, 
Causden. 

Mr.  Reed  resumed  his  remarks  in  support  of  his 
memorial  and  his  claim  to  a  seat  in  the  House,  and 
occupied  tbe  floor  about  an  hourj  when 

Mr.  Causden  made  a  reply  at  coitsiderable 
lencih. 

Mr.  Sloan,  (chairman  of  the  Commirtee  ot 
Elections,  who  reported  the  bill,)  explained  the 
views  of  tbe  committee  in  arriying  at  the  con- 
clusion they  had  expreswd  to  the  House. 

The  question  was  further  debated  by  Mr.  Eo- 
WARDs,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Wbiort,  trnd  Mr. 
Walwortb,  in  support  of  the  resolutions  prevented 
by  (he  committee,  and  virtually  in  fayor  of  the 
CMim  of  General  Reed,  and  by  Mr.  Moore,  of 
Vii^inia,  in  opposition  to  them ;  when,  at  4  o'clock, 
the  question  was  taken  upon  the  1st  resolution 
"that  Jeremiah  Causden  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
the  House,"  and  decided  in  affirmance  of  the  same 
—ayes  92. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNSosi,  of  Kentucky,  inquired,  whe- 
ther this  decision  would  iovolye  a  determination  of 
the  2d  resolution,  or  whether  it  would  not  again 
send  the  election  back  to  the  people?  Before  a 
distinct  reply  was  made  to  the  question — 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  to  amend  tbe  2d  resolution 
as  reported  by  the  committee,  (in  relation  to  the 
right  of  Oeaeral  Reed  to  a  seal)  by  iaserling  the 
word  "nol"  between  tbe  word  "is"  and  the  word 
"  entitled,"  thereby  negativing  the  title  of  either  to 

The  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  carried — 
ayes  72,  nays  63. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor^  the  Coromitiee  then 
rose,  and  reported  the  resolution  as  amended. 

tn  the  House,  the  quettion  was  upon  a  concur' 
lence  with  the  report  of  the  Coromiliee  of,  the 
Whole;  when 

Mr.  Wright,  in  a  speech  of  some  teoglh,  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  House  to 
send  the  election  back  to  the  peojple,  without  a 
simultaneous  declaration,  that  they  lound  the  votes 
to  be  equal  in  favor  of  the  respective  candidates. 
Further  remarks  were  made  on  the  subject  by 
Uossrs.  Archer,  Nbalb,  Hallart,  F.  Johkbok, 
Walkbr,  BdcbanaK)  K-  JoKifl,  and  Canrom; 


ment  of  the  second  resolution,  denying  the  right  of 
General  Reed  to  the  seat  hedaims;  and  tbe  votes 
were,  yens  73,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

Yicii— Ue«ra.  Baldwin.  Ball,  BirberofOhio.  Bu> 
•ett,  Balcman,  Biylieii,  Bi|elow.  Botiand,  Brown, 
BDrrowa.  BntJcr,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Cannao, 
Cocke.  CaldcD.  CoakJinKi  Conner,  Cathbeit,  Darliof- 
ton,  DeniMn,  Dickmion,  Durfee.  Owight,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut.  Farrelty,  Findtey,  Fuller,  0«,mett,  Geb- 
hard,  Gtit,  Hirvej,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  John- 
K>n,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Kent,  Kbklend,  Lalhrap,  Left- 
wich,  Little,  Lonndfi.  McCartj,  McCo;,  Mallarj, 
Matlack,  MsUod,  Mercer,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolina, 
Mooie  of  Virginia,  Phillips,  Plumer  of  New  Hampature, 
Rankin,  Rbaa,  Rocbeiler.  Ruggles,  .Raat,  Sawyer, 
Arthur  Smith,  8p« near,  Sierlint  of  New  Yoifc,  ate- 
lenton,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomtinson,  Traej,  Taeker  of 
South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Whip- 
ple, Williams  of  Virginia,  Wilson,  Woodoock.  and 
Wright. 

Nats — Heaars.  Allen  of  Massachuaatta,  Allea  of 
Tenneaaee,  Archer,  Barlwr  of  Connecticut,  Bayly, 
Blackledge,  Blair,  Bnchanan,  Barton,  Campbell  ^ 
Ohio,  Caaaedy,  Chambera,  CendicI,  Urada,  CoahmaD, 
Dane,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  Peanavtvaaia,  Edwards  of 
North  Carolina,  Enaiii,  Oroaa,  Hardin,  Hvrridt,  HiU, 
Hobart,  Hooka,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  J onea  of  Tvaneaaee, 
Keycs,  Lincoln, Litchfield,  LoBg.  McSharty,  MaUocki, 
MilDor,  Mitchell  of  FeQaajlvaQU,  MM*a  of  Fcimayl* 
vania,  Murray,  Neaie,  Nelson  of  Maaaacfaaaela,  Pat- 
tenon  of  Pennaytvania,  Pierton,  Pilclwr,  Pliunar  of 
Pennsylvania,  Reed  of  Masaachuselta,  R^  of  Geor- 
gia. Rich,  Roger*,  Row,  Ruaaell,  Sloan,  8.  Saiitb, 
W.Soiiib,  J.  S.  Smith,  Sterling  of  CounecticDt,  Stew- 
act,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Sweaiingen,  Tbompcon,  Vaore, 
Van  Wyck.  Walker,  Walworth,  White,  WhiUaan, 
WdUam>ofNoAhCarotina,Wil]iamM>n,  Wood,  Wood- 
son, and  Worman. 

Mi.  Taylor  observed,  that  the  vole  being  so 
□early  equal,  and  so  many  members  absent,  he 
Ihougbt  it  but  justice  that  the  nltiioate  quesiioii 
should  be  taken  in  h  more  full  House  aad,  on  hia 
motion,  at  half  past  5  o'clock,  the  House  adjourned. 

ToEBDAY,  March  19. 

Mr.  NswTOH,  from  the  ComiBittee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  the  memorial  ef  tbe 
North  River  Steamboat  Company,  and  the  Ful- 
ton Bteainboai  Company,  repotted  a  bill  grantinv 
ceriaio  privileges  to  steamships  and  vesse^  owned 
by  incorporatM  companies;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Rhea,  frmn  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
and  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  memorial  of  Sarah  Easton  and  Doto- 
thy  Siorer,  representatives  of  Colonel  Robert  HaO' 
son  Harrison,  deceaited,  secretary  and  aid-de-eamp 
to  General  Washington,  in  toe  Revolutionary 
war ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe 
table. 

Mr.  Rahein,  from  tbe  Committee  on  PuUic 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  recordinje  and 
eEaminiDg  titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  Terri- 
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SpaniA  Ammcan  Frmineo. 


Mr.  Mebceh  called  for  the  coasideration  of  a, 
j  resolultOD  laid  od  the  tnble  by  him,  oa  Friday 


application  of  public  moneys.  . 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  (he  same  commiilee,  to  nhich  ' 
i  referred  the  bill  from  the  Seoale,  entitled  j 


"An  act  sDppiemeDtary  to  the  aeverai  acts,  for  ad- 
jnstiog  the  daims  to  lands  and  eatabliihing  land  i 
offices  in  (be  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New 


Orleans,"  reported  the 
and  it  was  committed 
Whole. 

Hr.  Shitb,  of  Marfland,  Hubmitted  (o  the  House 
a  copy  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Mairland,  entitled  "An  act  relative  to 
the  road  made  by  the  United  States,  from  Cum- 
berland on  the  Potomac  river,  to  or  near  Wheel- 
ing, on  the  Ohio  liver;''  which  was  refeired  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Hall,  the  Committee  on  the 
Jndician  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety ot  tepealins  the  act  of  1813,  to  encourage 
vaccioBtioo,  and  if,  on  inquiry,  it  shall  seem  pro- 
per, that  they  repixt  a  bill  to  thai  effect. 

Mr.  Stxhlino,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing reeolnticw,  via : 


a  House  the  items 
tbs  incidenlal  npaniei  iBcamd  in  the  Land  Oflers 
ef  St  Lonia,  FraukUn,  HanWdlls,  and   Cihaba,  for 
(ha  jaar  UN,  and  the  thsM  Srat  qautera  of  the  jear 
1831. 
The  feaohition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe 

A  Message  received  yesterday  from  the  Phebi- 
DEHT  OF  TBB  Uniteo  STATES,  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows ; 
7b  lit*  Ibut  of  Btpretentatitti  nf  the  Uniffd  StattM  .- 

I  lay  beSire  the  Houm  of  RepTeseatatiTes  the  copy 
of  a  mpplamantary  roport  mad*  by  Wiltism  Lambart, 
ia  reUtioii  ta  the  longitade  of  tha  Capitol  from  Green- 
wich, in  piiTBiiaiiea  d[  i,  joint  resofutioD  of  the  two 
BtnuM  of  CoDgren  of  the  SJ  of  March,  18S1,  and  I 
nljiNii  an  extract  from  Iha  letter  of  Mr.  Lambert  sub- 
miuinc  that  report. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WiiaixaTOK,  l&rch  IS,  1822. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  liansmitting  a 
itaiemeni  exhibiting  the  amount  of  drawback  pay- 
able on  merchandise  exported  from  the  United 
States  durioK  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of 
December,  iBlS,  1819,  and  1^,  compared  with 
(he  amount  of  duties  which  accrued  on  the  same, 
respectivdy;  which  letter  and  statement  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  (able. 

Mr.  TooKBH,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for  the 
eoasidentioQ  oS  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Sen- 
ate Sxincr  a  time  for  the  adjournment  of  Congress; 
but  the  Houiie  iri'used  to  consider  the  same— ayes 
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bate ;  but  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same 
by  a  large  majority. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  INDEPENDENCE. 

Mr.  Russell,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  which  was  referred  (he  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  concern- 
ing  (he  lecognitionof  the  independence  of  the  late 
Spanish  provinces  in  America,  made  report  there- 
on ;  which  was  read  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  (he  state  of  the 
Union ;  and  five  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered 
to  be  printed  for  the  ose  of  the  membaa  of  this 
House,  in  addition  to  the  usual  number. — The  re- 
port is  as  followa : 

7*he  Comnltlae  nn  Fonipi  ASaiis,  to  wliiefa  ware 
referred  the  Menage  of  the  Presblent,  eonearmnf  the 
racognilioD  of  the  lata  Spaoish  pvovincn  in  Ameriaa, 
and  the  docomanla  tharawith  cosanaDicatad,  haviag 
eiamiiied  Iha  saaM  willi  the  moat  prolbnad  allaB- 
tioD,  unanimensty  report: 

That  the  provinosa  of  Bueooa  Ayr**,  after  having, 
from  the  year  IBIO,  proceeded  in  thair  levohHiMMiT 
moTcmant*  wjthont  any  obstael*  fnua  ihe  Go*crantCnt 
of  Spain,  foimally  declared  thair  iadependenea  of  diat 
QovernmenL  in  1816.  After  varknu  inteatine  com- 
motions, and  cxtara*!  collisionB,  tboae  provianea  now 
enjoy  demeatic  tranquillity,  aod  good  Dndeiatanding 
with  all  (heir  neighbor* ;  and  aotuaUy  eieiciae,  with- 
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.  opposition  front  stilhio,  er  the  (Mr  of  annoyanoa 
from  without,  all  the  ■(tributes  of  sovarugnty. 

The  piovinte*  of  Veneanela  and  New  Granada, 
allar  having,  sepiiattly,  declared  thair  indepsadsnoa, 
snstainad,  for  a  period  of  mora  than  Ma  years,  a  des- 
alating  war  against  the  anniea  of  Spada,  and  having 
■evenlly,  attained,  by  thair  trtamph  over  ihoaa  aimiaa, 
the  object  for  which  Ibay  contended,  aniled  (ben- 
selvta,  on  tb*  ISth  of  Uecembei,  1819,  in  one  natiea, 
under  (he  title  of  "  (be  Repablic  of  Colombia-" 

The  Repablic  of  Colombia  baa  now  a  well  oigan' 
iled  Government,  inslituled  by  the  free  will  of  ita 
citiieni,  and  eiercises  all  tha  ranettons  of  aovereif  aty, 
faarlesa  alike  of  internal  and  foreign  enemiaa.  The 
■mall  rcmnaat  of  tha  numerous  ainiie*  comini**ioned 
to  preMrve  the  lupremacy  of  the  patent  State,  is  now 
blockaded,  in  two  fortrecae*,  where  it  is  innoxious,  and 
where,  dcpriied  as  it  is,  of  hope  of  succor,  it  moat 
soon  larTeader  at  diicretion;  nben  this  event  ahd 
have  occurred,  there  wilt  not  remain  ■  vesUge  of  for- 
eign power  in  all  that  immense  Republic,  containing 
between  three  and  four  million*  of  inbabitanta. 

The  province  of  Chili,  since  it  declared  its  indepen- 
dence, in  the  year  1818,  has  been  in  the  constant  and 
unmoleslad  enjoyment  of  (be  sovereignty  which  it 
then  assumed. 

The  province  of  Peru,  situated  like  Chili,  beyond 
the  Andca,  and  bordering  on  the  PseiSc  ocean,  was, 
for  a  long  time  deterred  5oni  making  any  e^etaal 
efliirt  for  independence,  by  the  presence  of  an  impos- 
ing military  force,  which  Bpain  bad  kept  Dp  in  that 
country.  It  was  not,  therefore,  until  the  ISth  of  Jane 
of  the  lest  year,  that  its  capiul,  the  city  of  Lima,  e«- 
pitulatad  to  en  army,  chiefly  compoHd  of  troops  from 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  under  the  cMnmand  of  Gen- 
eral San  Martin.  The  greatest  part  of  the  T^dtroopa 
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which  eBcap«d  on  that  oeeuian,  ralraatcd  to  llis  maua- 
tains,  but  coon  lart  Ihem  to  relarn  to  the  cosit,  there 
to  join  lbs  rojnt  guTivon  in  ibe  farlieea  of  Callio. 
Tbe  BUTieniter  of  ihat  IbHreu.  soon  after,  to  tba 
Amcricane,  maj  be  regarded  ei  the  lenninalion  of  the 
war  in  that  quarter. 

When  (he  people  of  Peru  found  IhemietTca,  by  Ihia 
eiant,  free  to  eipreaa  Iheir  wilt,  the;  moat  uneqaiTO- 
cally  eipreaeed  in  favor  of  independence,  and  with  an 
unanimitj  and  enlhuiUim  which  bate  no  where  been 
eicellad. 

Tie  revolution  in  Mexico  h»  been  aomewbat  dif- 
ferent in  ila  character  and  progrea»,  from  the  rcTolu' 
tioni  In  the  other  Spaniih  American  provincea,  and 
iti  remit,  in  reapeet  to  the  organization  of  iti  intarnal 
■DTernmeni,  baa,  alio,  not  been  piecieel;  the  aame. 
Imlepenilence,  howerer,  haa  been  aa  amphalicall;  de- 
cUreil  and  aa  practlcall;  eatabliahed,  soce  the  S4th  of 
Aoguat  laal,  b;  Ibe  "  Meiiean  Gmpke,"  ai  ever  it  haa 
been  bj  the  Republic!  of  the  South ;  and  her  ge- 
ographical eitoalion,  her  population  and  her  reiourcei, 
eminent);  qualif;  bar  to  maintain  Ibe  Independence 
whidi  A,e  haa  thua  declared,  and  now  actuall;  enjoja, 
Snch  are  the  facta  which  haie  occupied  Ibe  atten- 
tian  of  ;oar  coiamitlae,  and  which,  in  their  opinion, 
irreaiatibl;  prove,  that  the  nationa  of  Mexico,  Colom- 
bia, Buenoa  A;rea,  Peru,  and  Chili,  in  Bpaniah  Amer- 
ica, are  is  fact  independent. 

It  now  remain!  for  ;our  commiltea  to  examine  tba 
right  and  the  expediency,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
Btatea,  of  recogniaing  the  independence  which  Ihoae 
BatioDa  have  thui  effectually  achieved. 

In  thia  examination,  it  cannot  be  neceasar; 
qoire  into  the  right  of  the  people  of  Spaniah  America 
■■  to  diatolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connected 
tbem  with  another,  and  to  aatume,  among  the  Powen 
of  tba  eartb,  that  ■eparsle  and  equal  atation  to  which 
the  laws  of  nauira  and  of  nature's  God  entitle  them." 
The  right  to  change  the  political  insliLutiona  of  the 
Btala  baa,  indeed,  been  exercised  equally  by  Spair 
and  by  her  colonies ;  and  for  us  to  deny  to  Ihe  peopli 
of  Bpaniih  America  the  tight  to  independence,  on  the 
principles  which  alone  sanction  it  here,  would  be  vir- 

The  political  right  of  thia  nation  to  acknowledge 
their  independence,  without  offending  otben,  doea 
not  depend  on  ita  juatice,  but  on  its  actual  eatablish- 
ment.  To  juatify  inch  a  recognition,  b^  ua,  it  is  ne- 
ceaisry  only  to  ahow,  as  ia  alieady  stlfficiantly  ahown, 
that  the  people  of  Spaniah  America  are,  within  thur 
napectiTe  limita,  eiclnaivel;  aovereign  ;  and  thus,  in 
fact,  independent.  With  them,  aa  with  ever;  other 
Government  possessing  and  eierciiing  the  power  of 
making  war,  the  United  Slatea,  in  coomon  with  all 
e  the  T^ght  of  concerting  the  lerjas  of 


■■x; 


I  and  ii 


'\t  the  rightful  lovereign  of  a  country,  ii 
•ii  inquiry  permitted  lo  foreign  nation*,  to  whom 
competent  only  to  Ueal  with  "  the  powen  that  be. 

There  is  no  diSerence  in  opinion,  on  this  point, 
among  the  writers  on  public  law;  and  no  diveraity, 
with  reapeet  to  i^  in  the  practice  of  civilized  nations 
It  ie  not  necessary,  here,  to  ciio  authority  for  a  doc- 
trine familiar  to  all  who  paid  tbe  alighteat  attention  to 
the  subject;  nor  to  go  back,  for  its  practical  illnatra- 
tion,  to  Ibe  civil  wars  between  the  bouaaa  of  York  and 
Lancaater.  Long  since,  the  chiefs  of  thoae  conflicting 
bouaea  alternately  triumphed  and  ruled,  and  were 
•llcrnately  obeyed  at  home  and  recogniaed  abroad, 


as  they,  suceeasively,  exercised  the  power, 
without  demonstrating  the  right — monarchiea  have 
became  commonwealtbi  or  republiea,  and  powerful 

irpera  have  been  recogniaed  by  foreign  nationa,  in 

Terence  to  legitimate  and  powerleaa  prclendera. 
Modern  biatory  ia  replete  with  inatancea  in  point. 
Have  we  not,  indeed,  within  tbe  brief  period  of  oar 
own  remembrance,  beheld  governmenta  vary  tbeir 
forma,  and  change  their  rulera,  according  to  the  pra> 
Iling  power  or  paaaion  of  the  moment,  and  doing  ao 

virtue  of  the  principle  now  in  question,  without 
matetiatly  and  lastingly  affecting  their  relations  with 
other  governments!  Have  we  not  eeen  the  empemra 
and  kingi  of  yealerda;  receive,  on  tbe  thrones  of  ex- 
iled sOiereigDa,  who  claimed  tbe  right  to  reign  there, 
the  friendly  embasaies  of  other  Power*,  witfa  whom 
Ihoae  exiled  aoiereigna  had  aought  an  aaylam — and 
have  we  not  seen  (o-da;  thoae  emperura  and  kings, 
thus  courted  and  recogniaed  yestelila;,  red  of  their 
aceptrea.  and,  from  a  mere  change  of  circum stance*, 
not  of  right,  treated  as  usnrpera  by  their  suecessora, 
who,  in  tbeir  turn,  have  been  acknowledged  and 
caressed  by  the  same  foreign  Powers  ! 

The  peace  of  the  world,  and  the  independence  of 
every  member  of  the  great  political  family,  require 
that  Bach  abould  be  the  excluaive  judge  of  its  own  in- 
ternal proceedings,  and  that  the  fact  alone  should  b« 
regarded  by  foreign  nations.  "Even  when  civil  war 
breaks  tbe  bonds  of  aociely  and  of  government,  or,  at 
least,  suspends  their  force  and  effect,  it  gives  birth  in 
the  nation  to  two  independent  partiea,  who  regard 
each  other  aa  anemicii,  and  acknowledge  no  common 
jndge."  It  ia  of  neceasity,  therelbre,  that  theae  two 
parties  should  lie  considered,  by  loreign  States,  aa  two 
diatinct  and  independent  nationa.  To  consider  or 
treat  them  otherwue,  would  be  to  interfere  in  tbeir 
domestic  concerns,  to  deny  them  tbe  right  to  manage 
their  own  aSsirs  in  Ibeir  own  way,  and  to  violate  the 
eiaential  attributes  of  tbeir  respective  sovereignty. 
For  a  nation  to  be  entitled,  in  reapeet  to  foreign 
Slates,  to  the  enjoyment  of  these  attributes,  "  and  to 
figure  directly  in  tbe  great  political  society,  it  ia  auffi- 
cient  that  it  ia  really  sovereign  and  independent:  that 
is,  tbal  it  goTern*  ilaelf  by  jta  own  authority  and  laws." 
The  people  of  Spanish  America  do,  notorioualy,  ao 
govern  themaelies,  snd  the  right  of  tbe  United  Statem 
to  recognise  the  goieiaments,  which  tbej  have  ioati- 
tnted,  is  incontestible.  A  doubl  of  the  expediency  of 
anch  a  recognition  can  be  auggeated  only  by  the  ap- 
prebenaion  that  it  may  injorionaly  affect  our  peacefhl 
end  friendly  relations  with  the  nations  of  the  other 
hemisphere. 

Csn  such  an  apprehension  be  well  fooodedl 

Have  not  all  those  nations  practically  aanctioned, 
within  the  laat  thirty  yeara,  tbe  very  principle  on 
which  we  now  propoae  to  act ;  or  have  they  ever  com- 
plained of  one  another,  or  of  us,  for  acting  on  that 
principle  1 

No  nation  of  Europe,  excepting  Spain  herself,  baa, 
hitherto,  oppoaed  force  lo  the  independence  of  Spanidl 
America.  Some  of  those  naUona  have  not  only  con- 
atantl;  maintained  commerdat  and  friendly  intercouras 
with  tbem,  in  every  stage  of  the  Revolution,  but  indi- 
rectly and  efficiently,  though  not  avowedly,  aided  ihtm 
in  the  prosecution  of  tbeir  great  object.  To  tbase  the 
acknowledgment,  by  tbe  United  States,  of  the  attain- 
ment of  that  object,  muat  be  *mtiafact(»y. 

To  the  otbei  nationa  of  Europe,  who  have  regardsd 
the  events  oceuriiog  in  Spaniah  Amaricai,  not  only 
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witboDt  intcrtereDca,  bat  with  iippmrFat  iniliffenncc, 
nch  tD  ickDowtedgmeDt  ought  Dotto  be  offaniiTs. 

The  nstionm  irbo  b*ve  thui  leapecliielj  fkvored,  oi 
M1CF  oppoaed,  (be  SpaDuh  AtoericBa  people  daring 
theit  icUTe  siTuggle  for  independence,  cannot,  it  i*  be- 
liered,  legtrd  wilb  di«uli«ficlion  the  formal  recognition 
of  that  independeuM  bj  »  nalion,  which,  while  Ihel 
•tmggle  hated,  has  retigioiuly  obaerved,  towarili  both 
the  eoaSictiag  partiei,  all  the  dulic*  of  nentralilj. 
Your  commiltee  are  tbererore  of  opinion,  that  we  have 
a  right,  on  thii  occaeion,  confident!;  to  expect,  from 
irhal  theae  natioaa  have  dona  or  forirarns  to  do,  dar- 
isg  the  larioni  foitunee  of  the  ci*il  war  which  ha* 
Unninated,  that  they  will  tnakty  approre  the  ci 
(tf  poli^  which  the  United  Slatei  ma;  now  think 
proper  to  adopt  in  reUtJan  to  the  aBccenfol  part;  in 
that  war.  It  anral;  cannotbereaaonibl; apprehended, 
that  natioaa  who  have  tbua  been  the  tranquil  ipecta- 
tora,  the  a^iaTflnl  welt-withera,  if  not  the  efficient  tup- 
porien,  of  thia  part;,  and  who  have  nal  made  the 
tainteat  attempt  to  orrest  it*  pragreaa,  or  to  preront  it> 
aaccent  abould  be  diipleaaed  with  a  third  Power,  for 
merely  tecogniaing  tlM  GovetnntaDla  which,  owing  to 
that  B^eceaa,  hare  Ihui  been  virtnall;  permitted,  or 
impliedl;  apprOTcd,  in  acquiring  the  undiipuled  and 
aielasve  eontrol  of  the  caualriea  iu  which  the;  are 
catabiialwd.  Itia  therefars  oa  the  conaiatencj  aa  weU 
*a  an  the  juilice  of  theae  nationa  of  Europe,  xhat  we 
ma;  coAfidenll;  rely,  that  Iba  aimple  recognition,  on 
the  pail  of  ihe  United  Statea,  of  the  neceraar;  rfiact 
of  what  ha*  eiread;  beea  doae,  will  not  be  eonaidered 
M  a  JDBt  catiae  of  complaint  againat  them;  while  the 
iaterealed  and  immeduta  agenla,  who  have  been  di- 
rectly aad  active!;  engaged  in  producing  that  rflect, 
baie  neither  been  oppoaed  nor  censured. 

Your  eommltlee,  iherefbre,  JDatead  of  eeriooi];  ap- 
prehending that  the  recognition,  by  the  United  Slatea, 
of  (be  indapendence  of  Spaniih  Ameriea,  will  be  nn- 
acceptabla  to  theae  nationa,  are  not  wiibout  hope  that 
they  ma;  practically  approve  it,  b;  aflverally  idopting 
■  HOilar  iDBtaure.  It  ia  not,  indeed,  unreaaooable  to 
■appose,  that  thou  Governraenta  have,  like  thia,  wailed 
ODly  far  the  evidence  of  facta  which  might  not  onl; 
mffice  to  jaitify  them,  under  the  lawa  and  nasgaa  of 
naLona,  bnt  lo  aaliafy  Spain  heraelf,  that  nothing  baa 
beta  prematurely  done,  or  which  could  joatty  ofleod 
her  feelings,  or  be  eonaidered  as  inconsistent  with  ber 
lighta.  As  their  motives  for  not  having  hitherto  rec- 
sgniaed  lite  independence  of  Bpaniah  America,  ma; 
thna  be  aopposed  to  have  been  analogoaa  to  our  own, 
k  ia  panniUed  to  preeome  that  the  Tact*  and  reaaona 
wbicb  hava  prevailed  on  aa  no  longer  lo  heaitate,  will, 
coofiriMd  aa  they  are  b;  our  example,  have  a  like  ia- 
duence  on  llieai. 

Ho  nation  eaa  entertain  a  more  sincere  daferenee 
tor  the  feclinga  of  Spain,  or  take  a  mora  lively  inlereat 
in  her  w«l&re,  than  the  United  Statea.  It  ia  to  thia 
deference,  loo  evident  to  be  doubled  or  miauiidsratood, 
that  ooght  to  be  aaeribed  the  heaitation  of  this  Gov- 
emmant,  until  now,  to  yield  to  the  claim*  of  Spaniah 
AoMtiea,  allbough  these  elaima  ware  in  patfecl  ac- 
eordance  with  oar  own  principlea,  feelings,  and  inter- 
esu.  Having  thua  Ibiborna  to  act,  even  at  the  haiatd 
of  having  those  principle*  and  feelioga  mitunderatood 
oa  this  ude  of  the  Atlantic,  we  have,  aa  youi  commit- 
tee believe,  given  at  onca  aaliafactory  proofof  oai  dia- 
intereatedneaa  and  moderation ;  and  of  oar  acrupulona 
Ttapecl  to  the  principle  which  leaves  Ihe  political  in- 
I  of  ever;  foreign  State  to  be  directed  by  ita 
r  of  ilt  own  tights  and  iuteieata. 


Your  committee  have  been  particularly  aniiou*  to 
ahow,  in  a  manner  eatiabctor;  to  Bpain  benelf,  that 
the  measure  which  this  Government  now  proposes  to 
adopt,  haa  been  eonaidered  with  the  most  reapectful 
attention,  both  in  relation  to  ber  rigbta  and  to  her 
faelinga. 

It  is  not  on  the  laws  and  mages  of  nalions,  or  on 
the  practice  of  Spain  heraelf  on  like  occaaiona,  that 
-...     I         relied  for  our  justification  to- 


la her. 


Tbe  fact  that,  tor  the  last  three  years, 
sent  a  single  company  of  troops  againat  ber  Irsnaat- 
lantic  colonies,  haa  not  been  used  aa  evidence  of  their 
actual  independence,  or  of  hei  want  of  power  to  op- 
poee  it.  This  fact,  eiplained  as  it  ia,  by  tha  public 
acts  of  Spain  heraelf,  is  regarded  by  your  committee 
aa  evidence  only  of  her  policy. 

Tbe  laat  troop*  collected  at  Cadiz,  in  1819,  which 
were  deatined  to  suppress  the  revolutionary  movements 
in  Spaniah  America,  not  only  rejected  tbat  sarrice, 
but  joined  io  tha  revolnlion,  which  ha*  since  proved 
sDccaasfal  in  Spain  itself.  The  declaration  of  the 
leaders  in  that  revolution  was,  that  "  Spanish  America 
had  a  right  lo  ba  free,  and  that  Spain  should  be  free." 
Although  the  eonatilution,  which  waa  re-eatabliihed 
by  that  revolution,  guaraotied  the  integrity  of  the 
Spanish  dominions,  yet  the  principles  on  which  that 
conslitution  was  founded  seam  lo  discounlenanee  tbe 
emplnymenl  of  force  for  the  accompli  ah  men  t  of  that 
object,  in  contempt  of  tbe  equal  rights  and  declared  will 
of  tbe  Amaricaa  portion  of  the  Spanish  people.  Tbe 
conduct  of  the  Goveinmeot,  organiied  nnder  that  eon- 
atilution, haa  unifbraily  been,  in  thia  respect,  in  con- 
formity lo  those  principles.  Since  its  existence, there 
bae  not  been  even  a  proposal  by  tbat  OoTernment  to 
employ  force  for  the  subjagation  of  the  American 
ovincea,  but  merely  recommendation*  of  conciliator; 
e*  a  urea  for  their  pacification. 

The  answer  of  the  Cortes,  on  tbe  lOlhof  Jul;,  ISSO, 
to  the  addreaa  of  the  King,  furniahe*  conclusive  proof 
of  ^i*  polie;. 

"The  intimate  union,"  say*  thia  answer,  "of  tha 

Cortes  with  your  Majesty ;- tbe  re-eatablisbmantof  the 

iDBlitutioo;    the  faithful   psrformancs  of  promise*, 

^priviog  malevolence  ol  all  pretext,  will  facilitate  the 

icification  of  tha  ultra  marine  provinces,  wbicb  are 

a  state  of  agitation  and  disaenaion.   Tbe  Cortea,  on 

.  I  part,  will  omit  no  opportunity  to  propose  and  adopt 

meaturea  neeeiMary  for  Iba  observance  of  the  consli- 

tntioD  and  realoratian  of  tranqnillity  in  thoae  oouD- 

ttiea,  to  tha  and  that  the  Spain  of  both  world*  may 

thus  form  a  aingle  aod  hsppy  bmily." 

Although  Ihe  ultra  marine  province*  are  not  here 
couraged  lo  expect  absolute  independence,  yet  they 
are  no  longer  treated  aa  vassal  colonies,  ot  threatened 
'ith  subjugation,  but  are  actuall;  recoguiaed  aa  bro- 
lers  in  the  great  constitutional  end  free  family  of 
pain. 
A  report  made  lo  tbe  Cortes  on  tbe  S4th  of  June, 
831,  bye  committee  appointed  by  tbat  bod;, not  onl; 
lanifestl;  corroborate*  the  polic;  above  itated,  bat 
jfficiantly  intimate*  that  the  recognition  of  tbe  inde- 
pendence of  Spaniah  America  by  Spain  herself  had 
nearly  been  tbe  measure  recommended  by  thai  com- 

Tbat  report  avera  that  "  tranqnillit;  i*  nol  snfficent, 
even  if  it  ehould  extend  thruughoul  America,  with  a 
prospect  of  perm  anene;.  No;  itfallashortofthawisbe* 
of  tha  friendi  of  humanity." 

In  speaking  of  the  meaxote  demanded  by  the  enua,  H 
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m;i,  that  this  mcuDra  wuDotoolj  wuBiIj  ipproTcd  by 
Ihe  conmitMe,  bat  at  firat  entirely  aMsnted  to  by  ths 
Minutsn  with  whom  it  bad  bwn  dUcuned,  and  lailcd 
oaly  tn  b«  propoaed  to  the  Cartel  "  by  Uine  HmiJ- 
len  haTiog,  on  account  of  peculiar  iM:cunencei,  im- 
pended their  judgment."  It  ipeaki  of  thii  meaaore  aa 
indicatiTe  of  a  new  and  gioriaai  reaolution ;  that  it 
WW  demiDded  by  America  and  the  true  iateieita  of 
the  Peninula  ;  that  rrom  ii  Spain  might  reap  adTali' 
tagea  which  otherwiae  the  could  neier  expect ;  and 
that  the  tin  of  Icindred  and  the  unifbrmtty  of  religion, 
with  commercial  relation*,  lod  thoac  emanating  from 
tree  inititatiana,  would  be  the  lareil  pledge  of  mutual 
harmony  and  cloie  union. 

Your  committee  do  oat  §it\  tbemvalvee  authoriied 
to  ray  poeilively  what  that  meuare  vm,  bat  thejr  de 
not  beiitate  to  declare  their  entire  conTiotion  that  no 
meamre  ihort  of  a  fall  recognition  of  unconditional 
independence,  could  h&ve  deaerred  the  character  nor 
been  capable  of  producing  the  eSecte  iKiibed  to  it 

It  il  therefore  lufficienlly  manileil  that  Spain,  In 
from  wiibing  to  call  into  action  hei  meana  of  proaa- 
cuting  boatilitiea  againit  the  people  of  Spantih  Amer- 
ica, hia  renonneed  e*«n  the  feriinga  of  ao  enemy 
towarda  tbein,  and  bnt  for  "  pecaliar  occurrencea"  had 
been  prepared  neariy  a  year  ago  to  conaaut  to  dieir 
independence. 

She  hei  Dot  only  praeticelly  diaeon tinned,  end  even 
amphtticaUy  deprecated,  the  employment  of  force  to 
reitore  tranquillity  to  Bpeniib  Aaeiioa,  bat  aha  ha* 
declared  that  even  univeraal  and  permaaest  traaqail- 
lity  there  "  hlU  ihsrt  of  the  wi^ei  of  the  fiiendi  of 
bumaDity." 

Whye  ihe  appeala  to  the  tie*  of  kiadrcd,"  die  on- 
donbledly  leela  them;  ai>d  if  the  hai  not  abandoned 
her  denre,  ui  often  avowed,  of  mere  eocatitnlioDal 
union  and  equal  commercial  intercourae  with  her  for- 
mer eoloniea,  11  between  provincei  of  the  nmeem^re, 
a  union  and  in  intercoHrie  which  intervening  Aadei 


It  of  this  deaire  to  Ihe  ooawed  delibetationi 
and  tothecongenid  ind  kindred  feetinfi  of  the  people 
of  the«e  ealoniei,  and  thai  lubitantially  acknowledge* 
their  independence. 

Whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  Spain,  boweier,  in 
reepeet  to  her  farmer  American  colonic*,  our  recogni- 
tion of  tfaeir  independence  can  neither  afiect  her  right! 
nor  impair  her  meana  in  ibe  aceompluibmeiil  of  that 
policy.  We  cannot  for  thi«  be  joatly  accuaed  of  aid- 
ing io  the  attainment  of  an  independence  which  haa 
already  been  eitabliihed  wilhonl  our  aaaiitance.  Be- 
ridei,  our  recognition  mnat  neceaaarily  be  oo-eiiatent 
with  the  fact  on  which  it  ii  founded,  and  cannot 
lurrive  iL  While  the  nationa  of  Spaniab  America  are 
acta  ally  indf  pendant,  it  ii  limply  to  apeak  the  (rath 
to  acknowledge  them  to  be  u. 

Should  Bpiin,  contrary  to  her  avowed  principlea 
and  acknowledged  inlereati,  renew  the  war  for  the 
conqoeit  of  Boalh  America,  we  ibKll  indeed  regret  it ; 
but  we  ihall  oburve,  aa  we  have  dona  between  the 
Independent  partial,  an  honeat  and  impartial  neutral- 
ity. Bat  on  the  oilier  hand  ahoold  Spain,  &ithfal  ta 
her  own  glory  and  proiparily,  eonieiit  that  her  off- 
■pring  in  the  New  World  ihonld  enjoy  the  right  of 
•elf.fOTernment  equally  with  their  brelhreu  in  the  Old, 
we  ihill  lincerely  rejoice;  and  ne  ihall  cheriah  with 
eqtial  ratiafaction,  end  cultivate  with  eqn^  aaaidnity, 
the  Iriendabip  of  regenerated  Spain  and  of  emancipated 


Year  committee,  in  joatice  to  theii  own  iediBga  and 
to  the  feeling!  of  their  fellow.citiiena,  have  made  thim 
doclmtion  without  diiguia* ;  and  they  tr«*t  that  the 
uniform  characteT  tnd  conduct  of  thii  people  will  aai* 
it  from  itll  liabili^  to  miiinterpretation. 

Happy  in  onr  owd  inMitatioDi,  we  daim  ao  privi- 
lege ;  we  indulge  no  ambition  to  extend  them  to  otbM 
nalioni :  we  admit  tlie  equal  rigbta  of  aU  nationi  to 
form  their  own  Uovernmenta  md  to  adminiiter  their 
own  intemil  i&in  aa  they  may  jndga  proper;  and 
however  they  may  in  tbeae  reapecti  difler  from  ua,  wa 
do  aot  on  that  aecount  regard  with  Uie  kn  latialw- 
tion  their  Iranquillhy  ind  happineaa. 

Your  committee,  having  thua  coniidered  the  aabjeet 
referred  to  them  in  all  it*  aipecla,  are  ananiraanaly  of 
opinion  that  it  ta  juit  and  expedient  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  the  aev^al  n^iona  of  Spanidi 
America,  without  any  refeieDce  to  the  divwaty  in  tb* 
forma  of  Iheii  government*;  .and,  i 


Saolvtd,  That  the  Hodw  of  B  . 
in  the  opinion  expreaatd  by  the  Pieaident  ia  hii  He«- 
uge  of  the  8th  of  Much,  IBSS,  thU  the  Ametkan 
province!  of  Spain  which  have  declared  their indepeii' 
dence,  and  are  in  the  enjovment  of  it,  ought  to  b« 
recogniacd  by  the  United  Blttea  aa  ind^cndeBt 
nationa. 

BttoUtd,  That  the  Committee  of  Wayi  and  Mesne 
be  inatructod  to  report  a  bUl  appropriating  a  min,  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  thotuand  dollara,  t«  ensile  Ute 
l>rendenl  of  the  UnitBd  Btatea  to  give  due  eflact  to 


f  tht 

once*  in  tht  Juatrican  pnteinca,  with  itutrvetiotu 

lopr^ortnttasurttforikeifgeittralpaeijttation. 

"  Still  New  Spain,  or  rather  the  whole  of  the  Span- 
iah  pntvinoei  in  North  America,  having  almoiteatoelj 
returned  to  a  atale  of  traaqoUIily,  at  that  period  aa 
deaolating  a  war  waa  terminated ;  while,  on  Ike  other 
hand,  n  coneiderafale  part  of  Pern  conatanllj  adberad 
to  Spain,  •!  baa  alao  been  the  cmo  with  Cnba  and  tha 
other  iriandi.  Thua,  while  on  the  Main,  in  fluenoa 
Ayrea.and  in  Chili,  the  afflicting  ipectacle  waabaheld 
of  Spaniab  and  American  blood  iMiag  ihad  by  the  vei^ 
haodi  which  had  the  greateit  intereat  in  ite  preMrva- 
tion — the  moit  impoitantpart  of  BparUfh  America  re- 
mained ftee  from  ao  many  calamitiea.  Bat  thii  tna- 
SaiUity  il  not  mfSejent,  even  if  it  BhouM  extend 
ironghont  Amu-ioa  with  a  proipect  of  permanencr. 
Nol  it  falUibort  of  the  wiihei  of  the  friend*  of  bn- 
manity.  It  ia  neceanry  that  Amerioa  abould  build 
her  happineia  upon  ■  aolid  foundation, ao  ttmt,  far  fr«B 
cDunteracting,  ihe  n 
Europe. 

"  Your  lommitlae,  perauaded  of  thi*  troth,  diaeuesed 
in  tfaeir  •everal  aittingi  the  qneationa  which  appeared 
moat  proper  fo  attejn  the  grand  objaot  wa  all  hive  in 
view.  Theaa  were  examined  ia  conjunctinn  with  Hia 
Majealy'i  Miniitere,  who,  in  the  beginning,  entirely 
coincided  in  ibe  general  opinion  praviiling  in  the 
committee,  but  were  aubieqnently  induced,  by  peculiar 
occuttcncea,  to  augend  their  judgment,  believing  that 
public  opinion  waa  not  yet  prepared  for  a  final  ded- 
■ion.  Ia  thta  lituation  your  committee  are  unaUe  to 
bring  forward  any  formal  propoaitioD,  inaaintich  aa  it 
belongi  to  tlie  Governmcat  to  detenaiae  the  matter  of 


e  may  contribate  to  Ihe  proaperily  of 
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fact,  diRt  w  to  Hj,  ■•  to  the  eipadienc;  and  orgencr 
of  certaii)  mcMurra ;  >nd  ihe  Cabinet  not  thinkiiig 
tbtl  nomant  yet  uriTed,  DothinB  now  remiine  to  joni 
Eommittae  but  itroaglj  to  lecommend  to  Minuter* 
the  ■ccaletstion  at  eo  deeireble  *  moment.  Thii  ii 
londW  cellMl  for  by  jaitice ;  it  if  demeadsd  b;  the  nn- 
certkin  tnd  prManoas  fttm  of  eo  miD;  Saropeen 
Spaniudi  Mltled  in  thoae  eoaniriea ;  it  ie  demended 
bj  Ihe  nedTBi  theiiueliee,  end  the  difierent  deeiei 
who  haTe  lo  Bellantly  anpported  the  cinu  of  the  me- 
tnpolia  ;  in  tat,  it  ia  demanded  by  Anraiio*  and  the 
tme  intareala  of  the  Feainrala — the  praaperity  of  the 
fiHiii«r  raatiBg  in  the  reMoralion  of  tranqnillity,  nkich 
wiB  pcove  a  aouice  of  kealcolable  benafll  to  bar ;  and 
Ifaat  of  the  latlar  in  not  being  obatracted  in  bar  pro~ 
freaa,  by  baving  hai  councile  directed  by  earea  created 
by  the  deploTabla  ittuation  of  tboee  diitinct  cUtnea. 
The  lighla  of  (be  age  and  a  friae  policy  ought  to  guide 
the  GovemmeDt  in  fomilnf  *o  netr  end  eo  glonooa  a 

"  Toot  oommiitec,  folly  aeniible  of  the  greatneu  of 
the  ioltfect,  and  beHering  that  their  deciiion  will,  per- 
faapa,  aflect  the  intereata  of  the  whole  world,  would 
wiah  to  impreaa  upon  the  minda  of  alt  Spaniards  thil, 
tiieii  firm  eonTietion,  that  tbaj  might  all  conlribnie  to 
flie  conplation  of  m  gcaat  a  work.  Spain  wonld  reap 
•dTaiHagea  which  otheiwiae  aha  can  nerer  expect ; 
andthativaof  kindred,  and  die  (tnifannity  ofieligion, 
together  with  commensal  lelaliana,  and  thoae  emaDa- 
ling  Irom  flree  inatitutiona,  wonld  be  Ihe  anieat  pMge 
of  matDal  buvKiny  and  does  union.  Tear  commit- 
tee, llianfinr,  not  bang  able  alone  lo  come  to  any 


with  the  lint  paaaible  delay,  the  Amdamenlal  baata  of 
aiKb  mewiM  m  tiuf  may  deem  adviaable  and  Juat, 
both  (at  the  completa  p«aftcation  of  the  diatracted 
proTiBcea  of  Amerioa,  and  lo  aecure  to  them  ail  aoUd 
•lid  laating  happineaa." 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  went  into  conaideratioii  of  the 
oofinuhed  buaiaess  of  yeatetday,  (the  contested 
etectkin  of  Mesats.  Camden  and  Reied.) 

The  question  was  first  taken  upon  concurrence 
iriib  the  Coramittee  of  the  Wbofe  in  theix  asree- 
meot  to  the  &nt  resolution  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  viz:  "  That  Jeremiah  Oausden 
b  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House,"  aod  the 
ame  warn  affirmed,  sves  91,  do«s  27. 

Thequestionwastnen  about  to  be  put  on  agree- 
ing lo  tne  other  resolution  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, Bi  yesterday  amended,  so  as  to  declare  that 
Mr.  Rbbd  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat. 

Mr.  Whhjbt  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
rote  taken  yesterday,  denying  the  right  of  General 
Reed  to  a  seat  in  tue  House  j  and,  the  question 
being  taken  thereon,  the  reconsideration  was  re- 


being  lak 
Eoted— a] 


lyes  06,  noes  US. 

Mr.  CHAKBEaa  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
at  amended  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  in- 
tertine,  in  lieu  thereof,  aAer  the  word  "resolVed" 
[he  fmlowing  words--"  that  Jeremiah  Causden 
and  Philip  Reed  having  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
therefore,  Philip  Reed  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in 
this  House." 

Mr.  CoLDBN  and  Mr.  EDWiBoa  of  North  Caro- 
lioa  opposed  the  amendment,  and,  the  question 


b^ag  taken  thereon,  the  same  was  nf^iived  with- 
out a  division. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  second 
resolution  as  amended  and  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  WiiLiAHS.  of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
Wood  opposed  tne  same,  and  Messrs.  Rhea,  F. 
JoHNSOH,  and  Barber  of  Ohio,  supported  it; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams  of  North  Car- 
oiina^  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the 
question  being  so  taken,  stood — yeas  74,  nays  75, 
as  follows : 

YiiB— Meaara.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Baa- 
Bott,  Bateman,  Bigelow,  Borland,  Brown,  Butler, 
Campbell  of  New  York,  Cannon  Cocke,  G<rfdeR, 
Conkling,  Conner,  Cook,  Cutbberl,  Darlington,  Den- 
iaon,  Diekinaon,  Dwight,  Edwirdi  of  Canneetieot, 
Farrelly,  Flndlay,  Foller,  Gamett,  Gebhard,  Gilmer, 
Obt,  Gorham,  Harrey,  Hawka,  Jsekian.  F.  Johnaon, 
J.  T.  Johnaon,  J.  S.  Johnaton,  Kant,  Kirkland,  La- 
tbnn>,  Leftwich,  Little,  Lowndca,  McCarty,  McCoy, 
Mallaiy,  Matleck,  MalMio,  Matetff,  Httehell  of  Sooth 
Carolina,  Moore  of  Virginia,  New,  Newton,  Over- 
atreet,  Fhillipa,  PItunet  of  New  Hampahire,  Rankin, 
Rhea,  RuH,  Sawyer,  Arthor  Smith,  Spencer,  Sterling 
of  New  York,  Stevenaon,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlinson, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tucker 
of  Virginia,  U[^«m,  Whipple,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
and  Woodcock. 

Nats — Meiare.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Maaaachnaetti, 
Barber  of  Coimecticnl,  Bayly,  Blackledge,  Blair, 
Buchanan,  Burton,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Caiaedy,  Cham* 
bera,  CondicI,  Craft*,  Cashmin,  Dane,  Eddy,  Ed- 
ward* of  Peonsjlfania,  Edwards  of  North  Caidiaa, 
Hail,  Heodricka,  Herrick,  HilJ,  Hnbbard,  Hooka, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jonea  of  Tenoeaaea,  Keyes,  Lin- 
coln, Litchfield,  Long,  HcLane,  McNeill,  McSheirr, 
Mattock*,  MikioT,  Mitchell  of  Peniurrlvania,   Moore 


EWania,  Pieraon,  Fitcher,  Plumei  of  PronHylraltia, 
led  of  Masaachoaelta,  Held  of  Georgia,  Rich,  Rogers, 
Roaa,  Runetl,  Sandera,  Sloaii,  S.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith, 
Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan, 
Swearingcn,  Thompaon,  Vance,  Von  Rennselaar,  Van 
Wyck,  Walker,  Walwor^  White,  Whitman,  Wii- 
liama  of  North  Carolina,  WnUamaon,  Wood,  Wood- 
aon,  Worman,  and  Wright. 

The  Speaker,  under  the  rule  of  the  Hoaa^— 
"that,  in  all  cases  of  ballot  by  the  House,  the 
Speaker  shall  vote ;  in  other  cases  he  shall  not 
vote,  unless  the  House  be  equally  divided,  or  nu- 
lesa  nis  rote,  if  sirea  to  the  minority,  will  make 
the  division  equu;  and,  in  case  of  such  equal  di- 
vision, the  question  shall  be  lost" — voted  in  the 
affirmative,  which  made  an  equality  of  votes  upon 
the  proposition  before  the  House.  The  effect  of 
this  vote  was  decided  by  the  Chair  to  be,  that  the 
affirmative  proposition,  viz :  Phiiip  Sted  i»nUtn- 
tiUtd,  to  a  seat  hi  tiUi  Hautt,  was  lost,  and  wai 
equivalent  to  a  determination  in  the  affirmative 
01  the  original  proposition  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  in  favor  of  Mr.  Reed. 

Mr.  Baldwin  appealed  from  ibe  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  on  that  question  the  mover  and  Meona. 
Smits  of  Maryland,  Rhea,  Farrelly,  Qobbah, 
Walwobtb,  LovNDEB,  Whioht,  Arcbbr,  Rmi, 
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Little,  Wbithan,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Steten- 
BON,  Tdcker  of  Virginia,  Moktgohert,  and 
Shtth,  respectively  expressed  their  setitimeuts, 
when  the  question  was  ukea,  and  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  was  reversed. 

Mr.  Sanders  then  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution r 

Rcmhtd,  That  Pbitip  Reed  ii  entitled  to  a  leat  in 
thii  Home,  ai  one  of  the  RepietentatiToi  of  Harjland. 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, and  the  resolution  was  carried — yeas  82, 
nays  77,  as  follows: 

YiAi — Meun.  AleitDder,  Alien  of  Minachuaetts, 
Allen  of  Tennaueo,  Archer,  Birliet  of  Connecticut, 
fiajly,  BlickleiSge,  Bliir,  Breckenridge,  Buchenao, 
Burton,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  CaMedy,  Cbamberi,  Con- 
dtct.CratU,  Cuhman,  Dane,Eddj,  Edwiid*  of  Penn- 
ajWani*,  Ednardi  of  North  Carolina.  Euitia,  Hall, 
Hendricka,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hobert,  Hook*,  Jonee  ot 
Virgiuia,  Jonei  of  TcnneHee,  Kejci,  Lincoln,  Litch- 
field, Long,  McDuflie,  McLane,  McNeill,  Mc8heri7, 
Miltocka,  Milnor,  Mitchell  of  Pennijlvania,  Moore  of 
PoDnaylvinia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Nealo, 
NeliDO  of  Masiachuiette,  Patteraun  of  New  York, 
Pattenon  of  PenniTlvaaia,  Pienfon,  Pitcher,  Plumer 
of  Pennajlaania.  Reed  of  Maasachuietta,  Reid  of 
Oaorgia,  Rich,  Rogera,  Ran,  Rugglea,  Ruxell,  Ban- 
.dery,  Sloan,  6.  Smith,  W.  emilb,  J.  8.  Smith,  Ster- 
ling of  Connecticut,  Slewail,  Stoddird,  Snan,  Snear- 
ingen,  Tatngll,  Thompaon,  Vance,  Van  Wjck,  Walk- 
er, Walworth,  White,  Whitman,  Williami  of  North 
Carolina,  Williamaoo,  Wood,  WooilKin,  Worman, 
and  Wright. 

NiTB — Meiara.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Baa- 
aelt,  Batcman,  Ba;tiea,  Bigelow,  Borland,  Bronn, 
Burrowa,  Butler,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Cannon, 
Cocke,  Colden,  Conkting,  Conner,  Cook,  Cothbert, 
Darlington,  Denisoo,  Dickinaon,  Dnight,  Edwards  of 
Connecticut,  Farrelly,  Findlay.  Puller,  Gamett,  Geb- 
hard,  Gilmer,  Giit,  Gorham,  Oroai,  Harvey,  Hanka, 
Jackaou,  F.  Johnaon,  J.  T.  Johnaon,  J.  8.  Johniton, 
Kent,  Kirkland,  Latbrop,  Lellwich,  Little,  Lowndea, 
McCarty,  McCo;,  Mallaiy,  Matlack,  MaUon,  Mercer, 
Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolina,  Moore  of  Vir- 
ginia, Newton,  Overatreet,  Phillipa,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampihire,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Ruai,  Arthur  Smith,  AIei< 
ander  Smyth,  Spencer,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Ste- 
vanaoD,  Tajior,  Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Up- 
haro,  Whipple,  Williami  of  Virginia,  and  Woodoock. 

Whereupon  Mr.  Reed  appeared,  was  qualified, 
Ukd  look  his  seat  as  one  of  the  Representatives 
from  the  Stale  of  Marylanij ;  and  then  the  House 
adjourned. 


Wednebdat,  March  20. 

Mr.  Newtob,  of  Virginia,  coUed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  a  bill  to  extend  the  limits  of  the  port 
(Gentry  and  delivery  for  the  district  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  and,  the  House  having  agreed  to  consider 
the  same,  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Latbrop  submitted  the  following  resolu- 


Hoaae   of  Repreaentativea  to   act   upon  during   lbs 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Mallarv,  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  tnotion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  a  settlement,  upon 
the  best  evidence  of  which  the  cases  will  admit, 
of  the  accounts  of  persons  charged  with  public 
rooneya  on  the  books  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  prior  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1815. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  pai»ed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  State 
of  Missouri  three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  within 
the  same,"  with  amendments ;  and  they  have  also 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 

1.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Alexander  Montgomery ; 

2.  An  act  to  authorize  Ibe  State  of  Illinois  to 
open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect 
the  Illinois  river  with  Late  Michigan; 

3.  An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  John  GoodiiiK  and  James  Williams; 

4.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  Walley 
and  Henry  G.  Foster ; 

5.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt ; 

6.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Noit,  Ste- 
phen Henderson,  and  Nathaniel  Ooi,  syndics  of 
the  ciedilors  of  George  T.  Phillips,  late  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  deceased ; 

7.  An  act  foe  the  relief  of  Samuel  Walker; 

8.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair; 

9.  An  act  granting  to  the  corporation  of  the 
city  of  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  certain 
lots  of  ground  in  the  said  city; 

10.  An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  William 
Conner  and  wife,  and  to  their  children  ' 

In  which  amendments  and  last  mentioned  billa 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  last  mentioned  bills  from  the  Senate 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred ;  the 

Isi,  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

2d,  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  State 
of  Illinois  to  open  a  canal  through  the  public 
lands,  to  connect  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river 
with  Lake  Michiean. 

3d,  4th,  and  5lTi,  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

6th,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

7th  and  Stb,  lo  the  Committee  of  Claims ;  and 
the 

9lh  and  10th,  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the 
State  of  Missouri  three  per  cent,  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same,"  were  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  (he  Public  Lands. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  erantinar 
privileges  to  steamships  and  vesseTs 

rirated  c  ■     "  -  ■  -■ 

passed. 
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LAND  OFFICES. 

TheresotatioasubmiitedyeslerdaybyMr,  Ster- 
ling, of  New  York,  CBlliog  for  informatioD  rela- 
tJTe  to  the  contmgeat  expenses  of  tbe  land  office: 
at  LoDisTiUe,  Franklin,  HuDtsrille,  aod  Catiaba, 
was  ealkd  up. 

Mr.  MjiLLARy  wished  the  inquiry  to  extend  to 
all  the  land  offices  in  the  United  States,  and 
moTed  an  amendment  to  that  effect. 

Hr.  Sterlino  opposed  the  amenduieat  on  tbe 
ground  that  be  believed  it  to  be  unnecessary  to 
exicDd  tbe  inquiry  beyond  the  limit  he  had  pro- 
posed, and  also  an  the  grouad  that  it  would  per- 
Daps  oare  tbe  effect  to  protract  the  ioTestigation 
of  the  subject,  and  preclude  any  efficient  act  in 
relation  to  it  at  this  session. 

Mr.  Sloan  was  opposed  to  the  resolution  alto- 
gether. He  thought  it  would  be  productire  of 
no  beneficial  resulL 

Mi.  Rankin  whs  id  faror  of  the  resolution,  but 
deemed  the  amendment  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Mallaht  made  some  further  remarks  in 
support  of  the  amendment;  upon  which,  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RiCB  then  moved  lo  erase  the  items  of  fn- 
eideutal  expenditures,  and  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof, 
thai  there  should  be  a  general  statement  under 
each  head  of  expenditure. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  amendment,  and  re- 
marked, that  it  reached  no  further  than  the  infor- 
mation which  the  House  already  possessed. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  RioH 
and  Sterling  of  New  York,  the  amGndment  was 
withdrawn,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted  as 
originally  moved. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  House  proceeded  lo  consider,  by  a  vote  of 

79  to  74,  the  resolution  of  the   Senate,  proposing 

to  close  the  present  session  of  Congress,  on  toe  first 

Monday  of  April. 

Mr.  Basbett  moved  to  strike  out  (be  words 
"first  Monday  in  April,"  so  as  to  leave  the  period 
of  adjournment  in  blank. 

Mr.  Lathbop  proposed  to  commit  the  resolution 
to  a  select  committee,  with  instructions  to  ezamine 
and  report  the  business  necessary  to  be  dune  before 
the  dose  of  tbe  session. 

Mr.  Eqwardb,  of  North  Carolina,  was  in  favor 
of  the  reference  sugeeated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  (Mr  Lathrop,)  but  wished  it  to 
be  dme  without  giving  instiuctions  to  the  corn- 
Mr.  Habdik  hoped  that  somebody  would  be 
heard  on  this  subject,  besides  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  EnwARoa,)  and  the  gentle- 
man From  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Latbrop.)  It  was 
a  matter  in  which  other  members  of  the  House 
bad  an  interest.  What,  he  asked,  was  the  usual 
course  of  business  "i  The  first  two-thirds  of  the 
session  was  occupied  in  receiving  petitions,  ma- 
tQring  business — meeting  late,  and  adjourning 
early  ;  and,  if  holidays  iniervene,  pass  through  the 
forms  of  meeting  and  adjourning,  without  doing 
any  business  of  importance ;  and  one-third  of  the 
remainder  of  the  session  was  ordinarily  consumed 


thatsi 


in  debating  the  question  at  what  time  Congress 
should  adjourn.  He  wished  to  go  home  as  much 
as  other  gentlemen  who  have  lamilies,  and  cer- 
tainly as  much  as  those  who  have  none,  but  it 
was  the  bounden  duty  of  tins  House,  before  its 
members  separated,  to  do  the  business  of  the  na- 
tion which  they  were  sent  here  to  perform.  He 
was  opposed  at  all  events  to  giving  powers  and 
instructions  to  a  committee  to  select  the  business. 
It  ought  lo  take  the  course  prescribed  by  (he  mil- 
ler, and  (hat  which  was  first  presented  should  be  • 
first  done.  He  had  three  years  ago  presented  a 
petition,  possessed  of  strong  and  peciuiar  merits, 
which  had  been  favorably  reported  on  by  the 
Committee  uf  Claims,  and  God  knows,  said  Mr. 
H.,it  must  have  merits  if  it  could  pass  (bat  Com- 
mittee, and  yet  this  Cummlllee  of  Anaugement 
had  annually  arranged  it  out  of  ihe  House.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  tell  (be  people,  we  have  sat 
here  as  long  as  our  convenience  suited — we  Jiare 
done  no  business — but  we  have  got  our  eight  dol- 
lars a  day,  aud  now  we  wish  to  go  home,  and 
leave  the  business  of  Ihe  nation  undone.  Mr.  H. 
concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table;  but,  on  suggestion,  he 
withdrew  thai  motion,  to  give  way  to 

Mr.  BALnwiK,  who  moved  to  commit  the  reao- 
luiion  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  and 
make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  mi  that 
it  might  take  its  regular  place  on  the  docket. 

Mr.  SANUEBa  opposed  the  motion.  He  wished 
e  period  for  adjournment  might  be  fixed 
It  would  greatly  lacilitate  the  business,  u 
gentlemen  would  then  have  (heir  eve  fixed  on  (hat 
event,  and  shape  their  business  ana  (heir  speeches 
accordingly.  He  was  not  particularly  anxious 
for  an  early  adjournment,  but  he  believed  it  exsen- 
tial  (hat  the  time  should  be  determined  on,  and  if 
the  present  motion  were  negativod  be  would  then 
move  to  fill  (he  blank  with  (he  last  Monday  in 
April. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  was  not  surprised  that 
the  gantleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Saa- 
DEHa,J  and  other  gendemen  who  had  not  long  ex- 
perience in  (bis  House,  should  enteruin  the  senti- 
ments they  advanced.  In  the  Slate  Legislatum 
it  was  not  difficult  to  fix  the  period  of  (eiminating 
Ilie  session.  The;«  the  business  of  each  was  known 
to  all,  and  it  was  easy  to  measure  (be  time  i(  would 
occupy.  But  it  was  not  so  in  the  Na(ional  Le- 
gislature, Here  was  a  vast  variety  of  business, 
collected  from  the  various  parts  of  (bis  widely  ex- 
tended empire,  and  it  was  impassible  for  eack 
member  to  know  iu  what  time  the  whole  of  the 

cessary  business  could  be  accomplished.   Added 

(his,  there  were  many  new  members  upon  the 
floor,  who  could  no(  immediately  become  acquaint- 
ed with  the  ordinarv  routine,  and  hence  i(  had 
happened  in  the  early  pari  of  the  session  tha(  re- 
solutions had  been  introduced,  and  long  discussions 
grown  out  of  (hem,  calling  for  Inrormation  upon 
subjects  that  were  perfectly  familiar  to  those  who 
had  the  advantaae  of  experience.  But,  al[hough 
'  '  confessed  that  much  time  had  been 
._  productive  debate,  ye(  it  was  also  true 
(hat  much  business  had  been  matured  this  Kssion 
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lehicb  il  wac  imporUDt  should  be  acted  upon. 
At  thegentlanan  from  Kentucky  fMr.  H&RQin) 
had  remarked,  it  waa  commoal)>  the  case  at  the 
close  of  a  aewioti,  prirale  petitioos  are  tlirown 
-oiide,  which  in  enect  wai  equivalenl  to  a  denial 
W  justice.  Mr.  8.  was  apprehensive  that  it  was 
impoasible  for  the  House  to  do  the  necessary  busi- 
ness before  the  20th  of  May ;  nor  was  it  until 
within  R  few  years  that  Congress  had  adjouraed 
'  before  that  period.  He  formerly  knew  a  session 
•  that  continued  until  July;  and  it  was  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  laws  passed  at  the  clone  of  a 
■CEsion  were  slurred  over,  and  put  together  so 
loosely  that  you  mi^ht  drive  a  coach  end  six 
through  them.  Thie  resolution,  he  remarked, 
came  from  the  Senate.  And  for  what  pm^scl 
To  tell  the  people  that  the  House  of  Repreieot- 
stires  had  not  done  its  duty.  That  the  Senate  wa& 
ready  to  adjourn,  but  that  the  House  was  wastint 
its  time.  Mr.  S.  disclaimed  imputing  any  suet 
intentions  to  that  body ;  but  Bach,  be  cootended, 
was  the  obrious  operation  of  il.  And  shall  wi 
Mv  to  our  constituents,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  we  have 
ir  time  in  maturing  the  business,  and 

lat,  as  soon  as  we  had  done  that,  we  had  broken 
up  without  accomplishing  it  1  If  it  is  inconve- 
nient to  gentlemen  to  remain — that  is  a  circum- 
■tance  that  they  should  have  reflected  on  before 
Ikcy  accepted  of  their  seats ;  but,  at  all  events, 
the  business  of  the  nation  should  not  be  sacrificed 
to  suit  the  convenience  of  their  Repieseotati' 
And  now,  said  Mr.  S.,  aUet  the  buainesa  has  been 
tfaree  months  preparing,  this  subject  is  taken  up 
Hm  debate  and  discussion,  day  after  day,  in  order 
ta  hasten  the  public  bosiness ! 

Mr.  RacA  supported  the  motion  to  commit,  in 
•  speech  of  considerable  length;  but  his  remarki 
cnoid  not  be  distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Canhor  believed  that  no  time  could  be 
faed  on  which  would  be  asreeable  to  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Rbe*,;)  but  be  itoped  that  the  time 
<rfUie  House  would  aoi  be  consumed  by  debating 
tte  question.  The  motion  to  commit  would  be 
equivalent  to  a  vote  of  rejection,  which  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  consent  to.  The  sessitm 
had  been  ^mn  out  by  speeches  on  one  or  two  sub- 
jects, yet  he  did  not  think  the  legislation  was  mote 
oorrect  or  perfect  by  so  much  speech-making.  His 
olwervation  had  convinoed  him  that  the  perfection 
at  busineas  did  not  consist  in  the  length  of  the 
Aiaeussion ;  for  he  had  remarked  that,  whenever 
a  great  question  was  made  out  of  a  small  one,  the 
Bwmbeis  would  soon  withdraw  thor  attention 
ttoia  iL  Mr.  C.  expressed  his  belief  that  the 
House  could  dispose  of  all  the  necessary  business 
before  the  time  mentioned  by  the  cenileman  from 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Sahderb))  Three  days 
kad  been  occupied  upon  a  contested  election, 
which  might  have  been  determined  in  two  hours; 
and,  if  a  period  was  fixed,  it  would  put  an  end  to 
tueless  discussion ;  yet  he  could  hardly  call  it  dis 


mover  would  withdraw  the  motion ;  for, 

it  were  to  succeed  now,  yet  the  question  must  ne 

tried  at  some  part  of  the  session;  and,  if  the  ob- 


Cct  were  defeated  now,  yet  it  would  certainly  be 
ought  up  again. 

Mr.  J.  Speed  Smith  was  in  &vor  of  the  mo- 
tion. A  pro^sal  was  now  made  to  us,  he  ob- 
served, to  adjotun;  and  why?  Not  because  we 
had  done  the  business,  but  because  some  spur  was 
necessary  to  urge  us  on  to  our  duty.  It  was  un- 
becoming, he  said,  for  this  body  to  move  with  a 
halter  round  their  necks;  and  he  was  unwilling 
to  believe  or  admit  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives could  Dot  trust  themselves  without  a  cord 
by  which  they  could  be  guided.  The  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hardin,) 
he  conceived  to  be  unanswerable,  in  relation  to 
the  business,  and  he  briefly  reviewed  the  various 
important  matters  pending  before  that  body.  We 
bad  gone,  be  said,  througn  the  formality  of  pre- 
senting and  referring  petitions;  they  had  been 
laboriously  examined  by  the  committees,  and  the 
reports  bad  been  printed  at  a  very  considerable 
expense ;  but  now  we  want  to  go  home,  and  there- 
fore we  must  leave  the  business  undone,  and  the 
same  formalities  to  be  gone  through  with,  uid  the 
same  expense  incurred,  at  the  next  session.  But 
he  would  not  fall  into  the  error  of  his  friend  from 
Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cakkon,}  and,  in  making  a  long 

ainstspeech  — ' ' ' '- 

lad  repelled 
be  would  sit  down. 

Mr.  Woodcock  observed  that  he  regieited  to 
take  up  the  time  of  the  House  in  the  discussion 
of  a  subject,  the  object  of  which  was  to  save 
time.  But  he  was  not  willing  that  the  resolution 
should  have  the  go-by  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
the  motion.  He  hoped  the  question  would  be 
fairly  met,  and  not  got  rid  of  in  this  manner.  He 
should  pay  great  deference  and  respect  to  the 
opinitms  of  Uiose  who  possessed  greater  experi- 
ence in  legislation  than  himself;  but  be  could 
not  but  exnress  his  regret  that  the  limit  of  every 
session  haa  not  been  assigned  bv  the  Constitution. 
He  admitted  the  rieht  of  members  to  make  long 
speeches;  nor  did  he  wish  to  abridge  that  right 
by  any  other  means  than  the  exercise  of  their  own 
discretion.  We  had  now  been  here,  he  said,  al- 
most four  months,  and  but  little  of  the  busines* 
had  been  finally  disposed  of.  He  wished  some 
metbod  to  be  adopted  which  should  increase  the 
despatch  of  the  remainder,  and  he  could  conceive 
of  DO  method  so  effectual  as  to  limit  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  sesuon.  If,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  had  suggested,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  protract  the  session  to  the 
middle  of  May,  be  it  so;  he  was  willii^  to  stay 
long  as  the  public  interest  retfuired,  but  be 

>ped  the  proposition  would  be  distinctly  met. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNeott  remarked,  that  those  who  were 
favor  of  the  resolution  advocated  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  all  the  busi- 
ness before  the  House,  and  therefore  we  ought  to 
fix  a  day  on  which  to  adjourn.  The  same  rule, 
he  observed,  would  prove  that  we  ought  never  to 

s  here  at  all;  for  we  could  not  do  all  the  boai- 

before  us  if  we  were  to  continue  in  session 
until  the  third  of  next  March.  He  was  not  dis- 
posed to  manacle  ourselves  in  such  a  manner  that 
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w«  could  not  move  vilhout  the  guidutce  of  tm- 
otber  boij.  If  ibis  ii  ihe  eonne  to  be  paraued, 
ibe  ri^t  of  petitioning  has  become  a  solemn 
mockny;  and  vet  those  gentlemen  who  are  so 
anxions  to  gel  Dome,  preseoi,  perhaps,  as  manr 
petitions  as  any  other  m«nbers  of  the  House.  It 
was  a  )mti  ease  for  persons  to  petition  here,  fehr 
afiei  rnrgwith  iair  claims  upon  the  GoTenunent, 
and  to  be  turned  off  because  the  servants  of  the 
people  cannot  stay  to  do  them  justice,  from  their 
wish  to  get  home  to  theii  families.  If  we  can't 
do  the  bntioess  of  the  people,  lei  us  honestly  tell 
them  sc^  and  not  hold  out  expectation,  and  torture 
ihem  with  disappoiatment.  If  there  was  any  gen- 
ileman  whose  situation  was  such  ihai  he  could 
not  stay  from  boiae  any  longer,  let  him  ask  leare 
of  absence.  For  one,  be  would  role  for  it,  and  it 
was  possible  that  the  House  could  even  gel  aloug 
without  bim.  We  do  nol  profess  to  come  here, 
he  obserred,  merely  lo  be  honaraUe  members  of 
Coogiws,  and  to  make  a  great  speech  on  the  Bank- 
mpt  bill,  or  some  other  great  question,  but  to  do 
the  buHneas  of  the  nation.  Mr.  J.  referred  to  an 
important  bill  which  had  been  prqnriug  bv  ihe 
Cmniiuuee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  on  which, 
judging  of  ihe  future  by  ihe  past,  if  he  did  not 
much  mistake,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
CajfKON]  wcKiId  spend  more  time  in  discussing 
than  he  was  now  willing  to  allow  to  Congress  for 
the  whole  of  the  residue  of  the  session.  When 
there  were  ontjr  thirteen  Slates,  he  remarked,  the 
sessioM  were  about  as  long  as  at  present,  when 
the  States,  population,  and  bnsiaess  to  be  dcHie, 
were  more  than  two  to  one,  besides  the  incidental 
aecumolatioD  of  claims  growing  out  of  the  war. 
The  people  had  a  right  to  expect  us  to  do  their 
bosinesa;  and,  ibr  his  pert,  he  was  prepared  to  say 
that  be  would  do  it  if  it  required  a  continuation 
of  the  session  until  the  third  of  March  next. 

>lr.  CoKMCT  moved  lo  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table,  which  was  ntsatived. 

Mr.  Walkeb,  of  North  CaroliDa,  expressed  his 
tmtimenti  in  favor  of  the  motion  ;  when 

Mr.  CoNMCT  moved  that  ihe  further  coniidere- 
tioo  of  the  resoluiiOD  be  pMiponed  to  the  second 
Monday  of  April. 

Mr.  HooBB,  of  Alabama,  renewed  the  motion 
to  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  was  again  negatived ; 
and  ibe  nwtion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 
EXCHANGE  or  STOCKS. 
On  iDatioa  of  Ur.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
Hoose  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  tb« 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  unfin- 
ished business  of  Thursday  bat,  on  the  bill  author- 
izing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo  exchaiwe 
a  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cent  tor 
certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and  seven 
percent. 

The  qoettion  recurred  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Baldwin  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  by 
eiiending  the  provisions  of  the  bill  so  as  to  include 
also  two  millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock  created  by 
the  loui  of  1820. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion  for 
ameadmani,  it  was  negatived  without  a  division. 


Mr.  Cahbksleno  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  whole  of  the  first  section,  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 
following : 

"  That  ths  SMreUiy  of  th«  Treaiury  ihsl]  be,  and 
he  is  bsreby,  snthoritsd  lo  projiOM  *n  inae  of  stock, 
to  an  amanct  not  aiceadinf  thirty  millioai  of  JoUan, 
blaring  tn  inlenst  of  five  p«r  cantnm  per  aoDQin,  in 
eichsngs  for  any  of  the  stock  birelofbre  usued  bear- 
ing sn  iaterest  of  six  per  cenlnm  per  annum,  and  of 
Iha  slock  hereloTam  keiied  blaring  an  interM  of  mv sa 
par  cantam  par  annum  ;  tor  which  purpose,  books  shall 


183S,  or  ss  lODD  ihareafter  as  may  be  practicable,  lo 
coDliDUe  opan  nalil  the  &nt  day  of  July  ueit  Ihere- 
aHer,  for  such  parti  of  the  aturamenliaiied  n'l  and 
aaven  per  cant  slock,  as  shall,  on  the  day  of  anbacrip- 
lioD,  lUnd  on  the  books  of  the  Tresmry,  and  on  Ihoae 
of  the  saveral  Loan  offices,  respectivalj  ;  and  the  hold- 
er) of  tho  aforemantiDnad  stocks,  who  uiaj  become 


■Dbacrtbers  in  the  manner  sfcrsaaid,  shtll  severally  ape- 
'fj  the  (arms  upon  which  they  raopose  to  ef    '    " 
tchaoga  hereby  anthoriisd  i  Uld  the  Secratw 


ci^  the  (arms  upon  which  they  raopose  to  eC^ct,  the 
exchsDge  hereby  anthoriisd  i  uid  the  Secrataiv  OS 
TrsMury  stiall  be,  and  he  is  herd>y,  aathoriied  Is 


)Mpt   such  SI 


cnpu. 


IS  of  the  alaremenlionad  stocks 


may  be  subaciibed  and  oSered,  upon  terms  which 
bemay  deem  advantsgeonaW  the  United  States;  which 
subscriptioDs,  sccaptsd  in  pnriDSDceof  this  aulhorily, 
•hull  ba  effeclM]  by  a  transfer  to  the  United  titataa,  in 
the  maanar  provided  by  law  for  lucb  trsDafers  of  Ibe 
ereilit  or  creditj  standing  on  the  said  bookki  by  a  sur- 
rcDiIer  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock  ao  subscribed  ; 
and  by  the  payment  iota  the  Treasury  of  Iha  United 
Stales  of  such  pramtom,  if  there  be  any,  as  may  be 
kfferad  in  conaideration  of  the  eiehaoge  (bus  effected." 
In  offering  this  amendment,  Mr.  C.  said,  he 
hoped  the  Committee  would  not  pass  the  bill  in 
its  present  shape)  and  be  be^^d  leave  to  explain 
bj?  reasons  for  offering  an  amendment  to  a  bill 
eraanatins  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.    It  limited  t^  exchani^  to  Ihe  stocks  ot 


1812  and  1813.    He  thought  it  probable,  if  the 
negotiation  was  effected  at  oil,  these  slocks  i 


would  be  embraced ;  but  he  disliked  specifying 
any  partici^ar  stocks  in  the  bill,  as  it  made  them 
-• objects  of  speculation.    He  was  willing 


to  enlarge  ibe  BUtfaority  lo  begiven  the  Secretary, 

_'  ■ '  Med  lo  e^i  the  exchaiige  up- 

lerms  most  advantageous  to  the  United  States. 


tliat  he  might  be  enabled  U 


He  had,  therefore,  in  the  amendment,  proposed  to 
open  the  subscription  for  all  the  sizes  and  sevens. 
If  no  others  were  ultimately  accepted  but  those  of 
1813  and  1813,  it  would  not  injure  the  negotiation 
for  the  holders  of  these  particular  stocks  to  know 
that  the  Secretary  was  authorized  to  accept  oth- 
ers. Besides,  it  was  impossible  for  the  Secretary 
or  this  House  to  anticipate  the  prices  of  stocks. 

The  section,  as  it  stands,  provides  only  for  the 
exchange  of  five  per  cent,  for  six  and  seven  per 
cent,  slock.  It  su^iOBes  a  rare  coincidence— an 
equality  in  ihe  price  of  five  per  cent,  ten  years' 
stock,  and  of  six  and  seven  per  cent,  stock  re- 
deemable in  three  or  four  years.  Now,  sir,  if  it 
be  for  the  interest  of  the  holders  of  these  stocks  to 
make  the  exchange,  they  will  do  so ;  and,  if  thb 
be  the  case,  may  they  not  be  willing  to  offer  a  pre- 
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mium  for  the  preference  1  Ai  least,  tbis  case  may 
happen,  and  provixioa  ought  lo  be  made  for  suco 
a  coattDgeQCf ,  unless  we  were  dUposed  generously 
to  gire  the  stockholders  the  premium. 

ThetiecIioQ  suspends  the  subscription  till  next 
October.  He  iboueht  if  it  was  lo  be  passed  in 
that  shape,  it  would  be  useless  Eo  pass  it  at  all. 
The  market  rate  of  interest  had  beea  advancing 
for  twelve  months,  and  was  now  advancing  ;  the 
bill  ought  to  have  been  acted  on  two  months 
earlier,  and  the  negotialion,  if  authorized  at  all, 
ought  to  be  effected  as  earl  ^  as  practicable.  He 
doubted  whether  we  had  not  even  now  let  (be  op- 
portunity escape,  and  he  was  very  certain  it  would 
be  irapraclicabie  twelve  months  hence.  Gentle- 
men who  proposed  lo  suspend  the  negolialioo  ua- 
til  DBTt  October,  November,  or  December,  should 
reflect  that  a  general  revival  of  trade  was  sensibly 
operating  upon  and  absorbing  the  idle  capital  of 
the  coui^try,  and  they  should  also  reflect  that, 
during  the  present  year,  we  shall  probably  receive 
important  intelligence  relating  to  tne  affairs  of  Eu- 
rope, which  would  affect  the  prices  of  ihc  slocks 
of  all  Goveramenta.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted,  and  that  (he  exchange,  ifprac- 
ticable  at  all,  would  be  made  forthwith. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  said,  that  gentlemen  had  said 
that  (his  was  (he  mos(  important  bill  which  had 
been  presented  (o  the  House  during  (be  session, 
and  he  was  willing  to  admit  its  great  impar(aDCe, 
while  he  should  ask  the  indul^nce  of  the  Com- 
mittee (o  make  a  few  observatiocs. 

The  bill  proposes  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  per- 
sons owning  twelve  millions  of  the  public  debL 
contracted  m  1812,  and  redeemable  or  not  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Government  in  1825,  on  a  part  ol 
which  is  paid  six,  and  a  part  seven  per  cent. ;  and 
fourteen  millions  of  (he  debt  contracted  in  1813, 
and  redeemable  in  like  manner  in  1826,  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent.,  lo  relinquish  that  debt 
and  take,  in  lieu  thereof,  aidebt  on  the  Oovern- 
ment  to  be  created,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent,  which  the  Government  shall  not  be  at  lib- 
ertv  (o  pay  off  until  1832,  33-34. 

He  preferred  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
genileman  from  New  York  (^r.  Cambbeleno)  lo 
the  original  section,  as  reported,  and  particularly, 
because  it  did  not  limit  the  n     ------      -    -  - 

change  on  equal  terms ;  for  hi 
why  we  should  give  to  the  brokers  a  slock  worth 
eight  or  ten  per  cent,  above  par,  in  exchange  for 
stock  that  was  worth  but  6ve  or  six.  But  he  was 
opposed  both  to  the  amendment  and  the  bill,  for 
it  seemed  to  presuppose  no  exertion  on  the  part  of 
Congress  to  pav  offthe  public  debt.  If,  durmg  the 
period  of  (be  loan  and  redempli 
excess  of  re 


object.    A  time  of  peace  was  the  proper  lime  lo 
extinguish  the  debt.    Every  effort  should  be  made 
to  eff^l  it,  and,  if  we  cannot  do  it  otherwise, 
ought  to  reduce  and  retrench  our  expenditu 
And  shall  we  now  say,  at  a  time  when  there  ii 
prospectof  war.lhat  it  is  expedient  to  postpone  the 
debt,  instead  of  paying  it  offT    And  forwhati 
Where  is  the  reason  and  necessity  of  so  doing  7 
Mr.  J.  was  not  satisfied  that  any  beneficial  result 


could  grow  oQt  of  the  measure.  He  did  not  believe 
(hat  Congress  could  calculate  money  ma((ers  and  | 
Slocks  beiiet  than  Ibe  brokers.  They  were  as  able 
to  calculate  the  conlingettcies  of  war  in  Europe,  as 
we  could  be;  and  they  could  judre  as  well,  id  say 
the  least,  as  we  could,  what  would  be  the  effect  of 
such  coniingeocies,  to  increase  or  diminish  the 
value  of  slock.  It  was  iheir  business  and  their 
pursuit,  to  which  they  gave  undivided  attention. 
All  the  affairs  of  our  own  Government  also  were 
open  to  iheir  iospeclion,  and  they  will  not  make 
the  exchange  unless  ihey  can  get  the  best  of  the  | 
bargain.  They  wilt  calculate  whether  (he  Gov-  i 
ernment  will  rldeem  the  s(ock  or  not,  and  th<y  i 
will  inevitably  out-calculate  us.  Mr.  J.  believed.  ' 
that  if  we  should  want  money  hereafter,  we  could 
obtain  it  on  better  terms  than  by  adopting  this 
measure.  He  thought  we  should  use  all  our  efforts 
to  discharge  the  debt,  but  not  (o  postpone  it.  We 
must  retrench  our  expenses.  Look  to  the  Navy, 
He  was  a  friend  (o  it,  nut  he  believed  it  opened  an 
ample  field  for  retrenchment,  without  takingaway  I 
its  efficieocy.  Savings  migh(  also  be  made  in  the 
civil  and  other  departments,  the  fortifications,  dec. 
We  were  now  paying  an  aonoal  interest  of  95,- 
700,000  on  the  public  debt,  and  such  was  our  sit- 
uation, that  we  were  now  paying  interest  on  in- 
terest. In  such  a  condition,  in  his  private  affairs, 
a  prudent  man  would  look  about  him  for  objects 
of  reduction,  and  for  such  means  as  should  be  cal- 
culated to  relieve  him  from  the  burden  of  debt . 
Although  this  bill  purported  lo  provide  only  for 
an  exchange  of  stocks,  it  was  really  and  substan- 
tially a  bilf  for  creating  a  new  loan,  end,  as  such, 
it  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  r^rded 

He  liked  things  lo  be  called  by  their  right  names; 
they  would  then  be  belter  understood  by  (he  people. 
Thecompedtiouoffered  byei[ber  the  bill  or  amend' 
ment,  was  confined  to  the  present  creditors  of  the 
Government ;  do  other  than  an  owner  of  the  one 
or  (he  other  description  of  stock  can  become  pur- 
chasers of  (his  new  loan  ;  and  it  cannot  therefore 
be  expected,  that  as  good  a  bargain  can  be  bad  for  I 
(he  Government,  as  if  the  market  was  opened  to 
all ;  and  this  was  another  objection  with  him  to 
the  hill.  What!  authorize  a  loan  of  thirty  mil- 
lions, and  confine  it  to  a  particular  description  of 
individoals]  It  was  wrong  in  policy  and  princi- 
ple;  rely  upon  it,  it  the  bargain  you  offer  is  ad- 
vantageous to  the  holders  of  the  present  stock,  they 
will  accept  it ;  if  it  is  not,  they  will  not ;  so  that 
(he  allernatlve,  either  way,  is  a  had  bargain  to  the 
Qovernment.  Nor  has  it  been  shown  that  money 
will  be  scarcer  (wo  years  hence  than  it  is  now ; 
and,  as  we  are  to  make  a  bad  bargain  if  we  make 
any,  what  good  rea-son  can  be  assigned  against 

Ksiponiog  this  loan  of  thirty  millions,  until  ^re 
ve  redeemed  as  much  as  we  can,  end  what  is 
not  then  redeemed  may  be  put  in  market,  in  which 
others  as  welt  as  the  present  stockholders,  vrill 
have  a  right  of  bidding,  and  which  will  insure  a 
mote  advantageous  contract  (o  the  Government? 
We  may  then  get  the  full  value  of  the  stock, 
which  we  cannot  now  reasonably  expect ;  it  \riu 
ihen  be  time  enough  to  adopt  the  sad  alternative 
of  loans,  when  better  cannot  be  done.    Mr.  Jf.  said, 
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the  masDTe  migbl  have  one  effect,  which 
geDttemen  might  esteem  beneficial;  that  was,  it 
might  do  away  the  plea  of  necessity  o"  ' 

ment  and  reform,  and  petmit  things 
as  they  are.  This,  he  said,  was  what  he  wished 
to  BTOid ;  and  he  must  be  allowed  to  believe  that 
the  GoTeinment  would,  at  least  if  Congiess 
do  its  duty  in  reforming  the  disbursements  of  pub- 
lic eipendicnre,  be  able  to  discharge  a  considerable 
part  of  the  public  debt ;  but  if  the  debt  be  post- 
pooed  until  1831,-2,-3,  let  the  funds  and  resources 
of  the  GoTernment  be  what. they  may,  we  cannot 

ey  it  until  that  time,  and  baring  money,  we  shall 
apt  to  waste  it  j  whereas,  if  we  keep  the  m 


debt 


reach,  and  in  Tiew,  we  shall  n 
lions  to  pay  it. 
Mr.  McDuFFiE  stated  that  he  should  r 


public 


troubled  the  Committee  with  any  remarks  on  this 
subject,  if  the  range  of  the  otnervations  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Johnbok)  had 
not  assumed  a  broader  cast  (nan  be  had  reason  to 
anticipate.  The  objections  of  that  gentleman 
leemeil  to  be  founded  upon  a  misconception  of 
the  nature  of  the  obligations  of  the  GiOTernmenI 
to  discharge  its  public  debt,  and  of  the  means  of 
preserTing  the  public  faith  and  public  credit  un- 
impaired. To  whom  does  the  obligation  of  the 
Gorernment  extend  t  To  the  public  creditors, 
and  lo  them  only.  Now  the  proposition  involved 
in  this  bill  proposes  to  do  nothing  but  with  the 
consent  of  the  public  creditors.  And  what  fact 
could  furnish  more  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
high  credit  of  the  Qovernment  than  that  the  pub- 
lic creditors  should  be  anxious  to  exchange  six  or 
seven  per  cent,  slock,  redeemable  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, for  fire  per  cent,  stock,  redeemableat  a  period 
more  remote  ?  But  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
&eems  to  assume  that  we  are  bouod,  upon  princi- 
ples of  public  policy,  to  hasten  the  extinguish' 
meni  of  the  public  debt,  without  a  proper  regard 
to  the  existinc  revenue.  Mr.  McD.  contended 
that  no  princi^e,  either  of  justice  or  sound  pol- 
icy, could  requite  that  the  whole  burden  of  the 
war  debt  should  be  thrown  upon  that  disastrous 
period  of  embarrassment  which  succeeds  the  war, 
and  is  produced  by  it.  For  how,  said  he,  slnnds 
the  argument  7  We  go  to  war  without  any  pre- 
paration. Our  system  of  revenue  is  pcostralcd  by 
the  Tery  state  of  thines  which  renders  revenue 
necessary.  In  war,  therefore,  we  must  always 
contract  an  enormous  public  debt;  for  our  princi- 
pal dependence  in  war  must  be  upon  loans.  We 
sustain  the  burdens  and  privations  of  the  war ; 
we  fight  the  battle;  and  w^en  it  is  brought  to  a 
close,  exhausted  as  we  are  by  the  conflict,  we  are 
required  upon  principles  of  policy  to  pay  off  the 
debt  immediately,  though  the  public  creditors  are 
anxious  that  we  should  not.  It  is  clearly  a  ques- 
tion between  the  present  generation  and  posterity  ; 
and  nothing  could  be  more  obriously  just  than 
that  the  dew  contracted  for  the  establishment  of 
those  principles,  in  which  posterity  have  as  deep 
an  iotrresl  as  we  have,  shomd  not  fall  exclusively 
npoa  those  who  have  already  bad  more  than  their 
proportion  of  sacrifice  and  suffering.  The  ^n- 
tletnan  had  said  that  we  were  compelled  to  in- 


crease our  debt  by  a  loan  last  year.  This  fact 
tended  rather  to  favor  than  oppose  the  projected 
exchange.  For  bow,  said  Mr.  McD.,  can  an  ar- 
gument in  favor  of  the  rapid  extinguishment  of 
the  public  debt  be  drawn  from   the  fact,  that  o  ~~ 


debt,  keep  up  the  operations  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
and  defraying  ilie  current  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment? It  seemed  to  involve  an  inconsistency 
which  he  could  not  comprehend.  But  it  seems 
that  we  are  lo  be  driven  back  into  the  condition 
in  which  the  late  war  found  ns.  We  are  to  cut 
down  these  establish  men  tii,  founded  upon  the  ex- 
perience and  disasters  of  that  war,  and  to  run 
again  into  a  system  of  wasteful  economy,  such  as 
had  brought  upon  us  the  heavy  debt  we  are  now 
required  to  discharge.  In  fact,  said  he,  if  we 
wish  to  avoid  a  public  debt,  we  must  change  oor 
system  of  revenue,  so  as  to  render  it  permanent. 
If  we  are  not  prepared  for  this,  we  must  reconcile 
ourselves  lo  a  public  debt,  as  without  loans  we 
cannot  meet  those  exigencies,  which  we  are  cer- 
tainly destined  to  en  counter. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  remarked  that  the 
subject  had  taken  a  different  course  from  what  he 
had  expected.    He  bad  not  hitherto  explained  the 

Erinciple  of  the  hill — nor  would  his  health  permit 
jm  to  do  so  extensively  now.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  (^Mr.  JoHi(aoH,)had  not  appeared 
tD  view  the  subject  in  that  liKht,  in  wnicb  be 
hoped  his  better  judgment  would  lead  him.  He 
has  said  that  we  sliould  not  procrastinate,  but  pay 
off.  He  agreed  it  was  desirable,  but  it  was  not  in 
our  power.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  be  pre- 
pared lo  pay  off  the  debt.  The  money  market  is 
now  favorable  for  the  operation — but  it  may  not 
be  BO  in  1825.  The  money  market  is  rising.  The 
calculation  is  to  seize  the  present  opportunity. 
Twenty-six  millions  of  dollars  of  the  stock  due 
in  1625  and  1826,  is  proposed  to  be  exchanged  by 
this  operation;  if  carried  into  complete  effect 
more  than  two  millions  of  dollars  will  be  saved 
to  the  United  Stales.  It  was  intended  to  post- 
pone it  lo  a  period  when  we  shall  be  able  to  ex- 
tinguish it.  Information  had  been  received  from 
New  York  and  ^pston  that  left  no  reasonable 
doubt  that  the  proposition  would  be  accepted  by 
the  creditors.  On  the  first  of  January,  1825,  we 
must  meet  these  demands,  and  he  koew  of  no 
other  adequate  means  to  effect  it.  Mr.  S.  re- 
viewed, at  considerable  length,  the  financial  con- 
cerns of  the  country  lo  show  the  necessity  and 
expediency  of  adopting  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  In  1824  it  was 
calculated  Ihat  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  would 
be  redeemed.  He  had  seen  and  conversed  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  since  the  bill  was 
reported,  wno  informed  him  that  the  custom- 
bouse  bonds  of  the  last  quarter  of  the  last  year 
had  exceeded  his  expectation  by  the  nmount  of 
one  million  of  dollars.  It  had  been  said  that  we 
ought,  by  no  act  of  onrs,  to  deceive  the  people. 
This  was  a  truism.  It  was  a  position  that  no 
person  would  deny ;  but  he  believed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  would  not  propose,  and  he  hoped 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  not  be 
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found  to  sanction  or  sustain  snch  a  proposition. 
Mr.  S.  iboogbt  the  pT«s«nt  vai  a  pupable  caae, 
and  that  there  could  be  no  reason  for  reAning  as- 
sent lo  BBcb  a  meaaure,  which  was  calculated  to 
diminuh  the  nalioital  debc  It  was  very  inie  that 
this  pcoposition  would  defer  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  hot  it  would  be  with  the  consent  of 
the  creditors — aod  in  Buch  case  there  covld  be  Bo 
comidaint,  nor  pretence  of  injuEtice.  In  respect 
to  tbe  amatdnteot,  he  thought  it  did  not  diffbr 
nxich  from  the  principle  of  the  bill }  bat  he  was 
&ot  Datitfied  that  it  was  preferable  to  the  section  as 
reported.  Mr.  B.  took  a  pailicular  Tiew  of  the 
several  parts  of  the  amendment,  and  to  show  that 
it  did  not  improTe  the  bill,  but  would  be  injorious 
to  it.  The  ^position  to  extend  the  subscription 
had  been  considered  by  tbe  SecKtary  of  the  Trea- 
aory  and  the  Committee  of  Wavs  and  Means,  and 
was  deemed  uaadTisable  after  deltberatioQ.  The 
probaUliCy  that  the  odier  hidden  of  stock  would 
subscribe  was,  to  say  the  least,  very  remote. 
There  was  no  adequate  inducement,  and  would 
have  the  effect  to  throw  so  macb  into  tbe  market 
as  might  perhaps  defeat  the  objeci.  In  another 
particular,  also,  tbe  amendment  was  defeccire,  for 
It  allowed  no  time  fix  the  Earopeaa  stoekholdere 
to  come  forward  and  avail  themoelvcs  of  the  pro- 
pOMd  exchange, 

Mr.  R&EA  opposed  the  amendment  at  some 
length,  but  the  position  of  the  reporter  would  lAt 
enable  bim  to  hesr,  with  su^ient  distinctneu,  to 
da  justice  to  his  observations. 

Mr  F.  JoHNBOK  replied  to  ibe  remarks  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  and 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDoffie.)  It  was  by  no 
means  his  intentioa  to  cast  any  imputation  upon 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  and  in  rela- 
tion 10  the  obserratioDii  of  the  eenileman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  (Mr.  McD.,)  he  had  said  nothing 
whaterer  about  the  Army.  He  had  voted  for  iu 
reduction  at  the  last  session  ;  and,  with  respect  to 
(he  Navy,  he  was  disposed  to  top  off  such  jMrts  of 
it  only  as  were  an  encumbrance  to  it  He  did  nor 
wish  to  retard  any  of  the  operetions  of  Govern- 
ment— but  he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  a  just  sys- 
tem of  economy,  and  for  eismining  into  every 
department  of  the  Qovemment,  and  Tor  reducing 
and  lopping  off  erery  ezpeoditure  that  can  be 
done,  without  impairing  tne  useful  operations  of 
the  Qoirernment,  and  such  a  system,  he  said, 
would  greatly  accelerate  its  operations  and  advance 
its  best  interests.  And  he  was  opposed  to  ihr 
principle  of  putting  a  great  load  of  debt  upon  pos 
terity.  He  understood  tbe  gentleman  (Mr.  Mo 
Dopfie)  to  say,  that  "  we  had  fought  luid  borni 
the  brunt  of  war,  and  that  posterity  ought  to  be 
charged  with  the  debt  incurred  by  it — that  it  would 
be  too  much  to  require  us  to  fight  tbe  battles  and 
pa^  the  debts  too."  If  tbeie  were  that  gentienr "  ' 
notions  he  differed  very  widelv  from  him. 
would  Bsk  what  advantage  would  that  liberty  and 
independence  be  to  posterity,  which  ibe  vict 
of  the  present  generation  had  sastained,  if 
load  them  with  a  public  debt,  which  is  to  destroy 
the  enjoyment  of  that  liberty  and  independence  7 
Direct  taxation,  he  said,  was  the  wont  of  evib  in 


a  country  situated  as  otua — the  nation  wax  not 
DOW  capable  (rf*  bearing  a  direct  tax,  nor  cot^d  be 
tell  when  it  would  be.    He  tbought  we  ought  Id 


direct  taxes,  and  a  systemof  strict  economy  would 
greatly  aid  ns  therein.  This  objection  to  the  bill 
was  reducible  to  these  two  grounds — 1st,  ibat  ii 
was  not  certain  that  money  will  be  dearar  thee 
than  now  ;  and,  Sdl?,  that  it  was  not  certain  that 
we  shoBld  be  wholly  incapable  of  reducing  aaj 
part  of  the  piriilic  debt. 

Mr.  TcccdR,  of  Virginia,  was  in  {»for  both  ot 
the  bill  and  of  the  amendment.    It  bad  bren  ot^ 

{'eeted  by  the  geBtleman  from  Kentucky,  tluu 
irokers  would  calculate  the  value  of  stock  better 
than  CongrMS,  and  that  therefore  no  beneficial 
bargain  of  this  sort  could  be  made.  Bat  this  he 
thought  depended  much  on  contingencies.  If 
there  should  be  war  in  Eort^ie,  the  rate  of  intereM 
will  rise,  and  tbe  value  of  stock  wiU  fall.  Aaetber 
event  nught  also  have  an  essential  bearing  upon 
the  value  of  stock.  He  alluded  to  the  recent  re- 
commendation to  recognise  the  independence  of 
the  South  American  colonies.  This  would  pro- 
bably open  new  sources  of  trade  and  industry.  It 
was  also  objected  that  we  might  have  money  ixa 
hand,  lying  idle,  wiiich  might  be  ap;^ied  to  the 
extinguisiwienl  of  tbe  debt.  To  this  he  npi>^ 
that  it  might  be  used  to  increase  the  Sinking  Fand. 
The  commissioners  of  that  fund  coidd  emjrfoy  it 
beneficially,  end  would  then  be  able  ts  purchase 
in  the  stoeii  on  advantageoua  terms,  and,  in  the 
sappos^  change  of  the  money  market,  it  would 
have  a  double  operation.  He  considered  this  as 
one  of  the  most  prudent  measures  that  the  nation 
could  adopt,  and  the  most  fortunate  conjunc- 
tion that  could  occur  fur  iL  He  was  anxious  that 
thebilland  amendment  should  pass,  and  be  tboui^t 
it  could  be  modiSed  without  iigury,  so  as  to  in- 
clude tbe  European  holdersof  the  stock  who  might 
wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  act. 

Mr.  Baldwin  considered  both  the  bill  and  the 
amendment  as  highly  important,  and  he  was  in 
&vor  of  the  princi]de  of  both.  Bui  it  was  mate- 
rial that  the  House  should  well  understand  it. 
The  amendment  had  been  just  submitted,  and  he 
thought  it  was  entitled  to  more  deliberate  consid- 
eration. He  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise  and  report  progrcKS  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 
Which  was  agreed  to. 

In  tbe  House,  the  amendment,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Wooo,  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and,  aftcf 
granting  leave  to  the  Uommiltffi  to  sit  again,  the 
House  adjourned. 

Thobbday,  March  21. 


of  a  sum  of  money  to  John  Gooding  and  J 
Williamij"  reported  the  same  without  amendmott, 
and  the  bill  wascommitted  to  a  Committee  of  ^e 
Whole. 
Mr.  8HiTB,tromtbesamecommittee,  to  which 
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was  also  refmed  ibe  bill  from  the  Senate,  eatitled 
"Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,"  reported 
ihe  same  witboot  smendiamt,  and  the  bill  was 
Gommittcii  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole. 

Mr.  WiLLtAMB,  of  North  Catolioa,  fnm  tbe 
Conunitue  of  Claim*,  lo  whom  the  subject  wat 
referred  on  the  30th  ia«tant,  reported  a  bill  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act,  eotitled  "An  act  for  the  prompt 
■etilemeDl  of  paUie  aeeoUDtB;"  which  was  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Mr.  McLahb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naral 
A&;rs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  rdief  of  Jot^ 
Bainbtidge;  which  Mil  was  rend  twice  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cook  from  the  Committee  on  Ihe  PaUic 
Lands,  Eo  whom  was  recommitted  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jama  McFarland,  repeated  the  same 
with  two  amendmaiiB,  tbe  first  of  which  was  con- 
cnrred  in ;  and  tome  debate  arose  upon  the  second 
amendment,  in  which  Mr.  Coox  supported,  and 
Hr.  Cooke  opposed  the  Mme;  when,  on  motion 
of  tbe  Iftlter,  ine  t»ll  and  amendments  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  uUe. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  that  tbe  House  do  come  to  the 
following  resolnlioa : 

"  Sttohcd,  That  the  Librsr;  Committee  be  directed 
lo  iaquira  into  the  eipediency  of  diitiibatinB  tbe  four 
TDlamn  of  the  Secret  Journal  of  CoDgreM,  and  Jour- 
nal irfth*  ConTCDtion,  to  Ihoae  members  who  belonged 
to  (be  IM>  Congras,  and  haie  not  reeeiveil  Ibein ; 
and,  abo.  Id  report  on  theoropnaljof  distribntinB^p- 
iea  of  the  •■»«  boidu  to  Uie  Alhenaom,  Antiqaitian, 
HklonGi],  ud  other  learned  inatitDtioas  io  the  United 
Statea,  legetlisr  with  the  ioonial  of  tbe  Conveeiion, 
the  Foonh  Canras,  Pitkin's  and  Saytert's  Statistic*, 
Wait'a  edilioe  of  State  Papen,  and  the  CoramerolBJ 
BegolatiMM  of  Foreicn  Coontries. 

The  resolution  being  read,  Ihe  qnestion  was 
taken,  Will  tbe  House  now  proceed  to  consider 
tbe  samel    And  was  determined  io  the  negatii 

Mr.  MEncBB  moTed  that  the  House  do  come 
the  following  resololion : 

SfoiMd,  That  \h»  CoiuniittM  on  the  Public  Bnild- 
■nss  be  instrectad  lo  inqnire  into  the  piacticabilit;  of 
prtpaiing,  for  tbe  accommodatLoo  of  tbe  Uoose  of  ile- 
prncnlatiTes,  tba  tooa  is  the  centre  building  designed 
lor  the  library. 

The  Toolution  was  ordered  (o  lie  on  the  labia 

Tbe  &VAMXB  laid  beft>»  tbe  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmuter  General,  statiu;  the  causes  of 
ibe  failures  and  delays  of  the  maik  between  the 
Citv  of  WashiBglOQ  and  Wbeding,  in  Virginia, 
and  pteaeribing  the  means  of  prerenting  them  " 
future ;  which  wan  read  and  ordered  to  Tie  on  t 
laUe. 

An  engrossed  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  fix  the 
limits  of  Ue  portof  entry  and  delivery  for  the  port 
and  disttiet  of  Philadelphia,"  was  read  the  third 
(inie,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mooae,  of  Alabama,  it 
ordered  that  the  bill  coacernioK  iovalid  peasioners, 
reported  to  this  House  on  the^th  January,  1821, 
together  with  the^tilions  and  papers  of  tbe  per- 
sons therein  mentioDed,  be  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  vrtiole  House  to  which  is  commit- 


ted the  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners,  reported 
at  the  present  session  of  Congrees. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 
Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  foe  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  9th  in- 
stant, a  petition  of  sundry  iababilanl^  of  the  said 
District,  reported  a  bill  to  eoable  the  inhabitants 
of  the  District  of  Colnmhia  to  form  a  frame  of  ^ov- 
iment;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole.— The  bill  is   as 
follows : 

A  Bill  to  eaabla  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  DiatricI  of  Co- 
Inrabia  to  form  a  frute  ^gOTernmenL 
Bt  it  tnatled  by  the  Smote  and  Houte  rf  Smv- 
ttniaiititt  of  iht  Untied  &atu  of  America,  in  Con- 
gren  attambled,  Tbat  the  inhabitants  (tf  the  District 
of  Columliia  be,  and  they  herdij  ate,  antfaoriiad  lo 
hold  a  CoDiention,  to  determine  whether  it  will  b«  fbi 
Iheii  benefit  to  haie  the  rights  of  self-goteiDmeiit  at- 
tended to  them,  ■)  far  as  the  same  may  conadtation- 
alty  be  dons;  and  if  Ibe;  sbali  be  of  sach  ODioion,  to 
form  s  frame  of  government,  to  bs  ■nbaillM  to  Con- 
grrss  for  their  spprobation. 
Sic.  ».  And  beitfurihtr  matttd,  Tbat  the  said 
Dnvention  shall  be  composed  of  twelve  repreaeota- 
rea  for  the  City  of  Wubioglon,  and  tbat  part  of  the 
county  of  Waibingloa  east  of  Rock  Creek ;  of  eight 
representatives  bt  the  town  of  Oeorgetawn,  and  that 
put  of  Ibe  ODumy  wast  of  Rock  Creek ;  and  of  nine 
representatives  ftom  the  town  sod  eonnty  <rf'  Alexan- 
dria. The  said  reprsaantativgi  to  Im  free  whila  tsaa- 
Us  mttcs,  inhabitants  of  said  Dttfriet,  «bova  tba  age  of 
twenty-ooe  year*,  who  shsU  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by 
the  free  white  taxable  males,  inbabitants  of  seid  Dis- 
trict, ibove  tbe  sge  of  twenty-one  yean,  en  the  '  ■ 
dav  of  — ^—  next,  under  the  supefmleodeBoe  of  aneh 
jndges,  St  lucb  [jsce  in  each  of  the  said  towns,  and 
snbject  to  such  other  directions,  ai  the  ProMdent  of  the 
United  States  mav  prescribe. 

Sic.  S.  And  be  tt  further  ertatted.  That  Ihe  per- 
sons so  eboien  shiJI  convaae,  id  tbe  City  of  Waahing- 


orgauiae  themselves  by  the  Bpp<Hntment  of  a  presiding 
ofKcer,  and  audi  other  officers  u  miy  be  neeasMry. 
A  msjority  of  the  meialiers  iball  constitute  a  quorain, 
and  theif  proceedings  iball  be  commonieated  te  the 
Preaidnit  of  the  United  States,  to  be  by  bliB  Md  be- 
fore Congress  at  their  next  semon. 

EXCHANGE  OF  STOCKS. 
The  Honse  then  resumed  the  consideratian  of 
tbe  unfinished  business  of  yesierdu,  (the  bsU  an- 
thorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea«iry  to  ex- 
change certain  stock*,)— the  qnestion  being  upon 
the  amendment  snhimtted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Cam- 

aRELHNG. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment in  a  speech  of  consideraMB  length.  He  ex- 
amioed  its  variona  provisions,  and  contended  thai 
il  really  heN  out  fewer  advantages  than  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  in  its  present  shape ;  and,  antoog 
other  observations,  he  remarked  taat  it  was  cal-- 
culated  to  depreciate  tbe  value  of  the  stock,  by 
giving  advantages  to  American  over  European 
stockholders. 

Mr.  Wood  was  in  favor  of  the  ammdment. 
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He  thought  it  was  coofotmable  to  the  views 
which  ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  pre- 
sented io  his  report,  aud  he,  Mr.  W^  was  disposed 
to  exteod  it,  Dot  only  to  thirty,  but  to  ihtrly-six, 
millioas;  and  he  entered  itUo  a  statistical  pxami- 
natioQ  of  the  subject  lo  lest  the  expediency  of  its 
adoption. 

Mr.  Cahbreleno  replied,  and  modified  the  te- 
Bolalion  by  adding  lo  the  amendment  as  follows: 
"  Prosided,  That,  in  effecting  the  aforesaid  ex- 
chanf^e,  the  Secretary  shall,  la  do  case,  give  any 
premiuiD." 

Mr.  Williamson  remarked  that  the  subject  of 
finance,  in  all  iu  parts,  was  already  iraportant, 
and  equally  difficult  to  be  understood.  One  need 
to  have  clear  views  hitoself,  and  the  attention  of 
others,  else  his  remarks  on  such  a  topic  would  be 
fruitless.  This  hilt  proposes  the  exchange,  he 
observed,  of  twenty-six  millious  of  six  and  seven 
per  cent,  of  Ibe  loans  of  the  United  Stales,  ejected 
in  1812-13,  payable  in  1825-26,*  by  a  new  s 
to  be  created,  bearing  an  ioleresC  of  five  per  i 
payable  in  1831~2~3.  In  this  discussion  four 
siderations  present  themselves  to  our  view, 
demand  our  decision : 

1.  Is  it  expedient  lo  make  the  exchange? 

2.  For  what  amount,  if  any,  shall  the  books  be 
opeaed  ] 

3.  At  what  time  shall  they  be  opened  and 
closed;  and, 

4.  When  shall  tbe  new  stock,  if  any  be  created, 
become  due?  These  are  the  four  points  to  be 
considered. 

In  respect  10  the  first,  he  thought  it  was  expe- 
dient lo  make  an  exchange.  In  1812-13,  tbe 
United  Slates  were  involved  in  a  war  with  one  of 
the  most  powerful  nations  upon  earth.  The  de- 
mands and  pressure  on  the  Government  were 
greatj  it  must  have  had  money;  to  procure  w 
loans  were  opeoed,  and  the  money  procured  at  a 
rate  .per  cent,  interest  which  showed  at  that  tirai 
the  unfortunate  condition  of  public  credit.  Of  thi 
loan  at  six  and  seven  per  cent,  effected  in  1812,  he 
remarked,  there  wiU  be  due  and  redeemable,  in 
1825,  upwards  of  serenteeu  aud-a-half  millions  of 
dollars;  and  of  the  loan  effected  in  1813,  at  ' 
pel  cent,  there  will  fall  due  and  redeemable, 
1636,  near  twenty-two  and-a-half  millions:  so  tliai 
upwards  of  forty  millions  are  redeemable  those 
two  years.  The  first  question  is.  Will  this  Qo' 
ernment  be  able  lo  meet  and  pay  off  that  sum  i_ 
1825^1  He  thought  not.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  others  who  have  passed  the  reve- 
nue and  eipenditore  under  their  view,  think  not 
What,  then,  is  the  best  provision  which  can  be 
made  in  the  premises?  It  is  very  truly  stated, 
that  the  credit  of  tbe  Government  ii  now  high — 
perhaps  never  higher.  A  promissory  noie  that  is. 
the  paper  security  of  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  always  more  valuabfc,  will  sell 
quicker,  and  for  a  larger  sum,  as  tbe  length  of 
time  intervenes  between  the  date  and  pay-day; 
because,  as  the  interest  is  always  paid  quarterly, 
and  as  the  capitalists  do  not  want  the  trouble  of 
often  vesting  tneir  money,  or  exchanging  tbe 
vestment,  provided  it  lies  safe.    Hence,  at 


Gesent  moment,  $10,000  of  Government  paper, 
aring  five  per  cent,  interest,  and  payaUe  ten 
years  hence,  interest  demandabie  quarterly,  would 
now  brine  as  many  dollars  in  specie,  and  also  a 
considerable  premium.  In  181^13,  Government 
security,  at  six,  and  at  one  moment,  seven  per 
cent  only,  would  command  the  cash,  thousb  the 
day  of  pay  was  fixed  at  thirteen  years  then  future. 
The  reason  was,  money  was  commanding  high  in- 
terest; the  credit  of  Government  was  low;  changes 
great  abroad,  and  we  were  compelled  to  borrow, 
and  capitalbts  look  the  advantage.  The  tables 
are  now  turned ;  our  credit  is  good — never  belter ; 
and  money,  being  plenty,  commands  only  a  low 
interest.  It  is  said  a  stock  at  five  per  cent,  ioier- 
est,  payable  1831-2-3,  will  bring  in,  by  way  of 
exchange,  tbe  demands  of  six  per  cenL  against  the 
United  Slates,  which  are  payable  in  1825-6.  Why 
not,  then,  make  the  exchange?  It  will  be  saving 
the  difference  of  at  least  one  per  cent,  on  the  sixes, 
and  two  on  the  sevens,  for  three  or  four  years; 
and  it  cannot  be  safely  calculated  that  our  Gov- 
ernment will  be  able  to  pay  tbnn  off  when  thejr 
become  due. 

A  second  question  is  the  amount.  If  a  loan  be 
opened  for  exchange,  for  what  sum  ought  it  to  be  ? 
The  bill  proposes  twelve  millions  of  Iheloaos  of  1812 
and  '13,  so  ai'  to  embrace  all  that  on  which  seven 
per  cent,  interest  is  payable,  aod  so  much  of  tbe 
loan  bearing  six  per  cent,  as  will,  together  with 
theformer,  amoun t to  twelve  millionsjEeaving  due, 
to  be  )Kiid  by  Goveromcni.  during  the  year  1825, 
the  residue  of  what  will  fall  due  that  year,  name- 
ly, about  five  millious  and  a  half.  Can  this  latter 
sum  be  paid  those  years,  besides  meeting  the  other 
charges  on  Government?  The  past  and  pretient 
state  of  the  revenue  does  not  prophecy  such  ability. 
We  cannot  do  it.  Qeoilemen  do  hardly  suppose 
it.  Why  not  then  open  the  exchange  for  the 
whole  woich  will  fall  doe  that  year,  viz:  about 
seventeen  and  a  half  miliioiis,  instead  of  twelve 
millions?  If  this  reasoning  be  correct,  then  how 
will  the  Government  be  able,  probably,  to  pay  off 
twenty-two  millions  and  near  a  hair,  which  fall 
due  in  1826  ?  It  would  be  remarkable  to  enter- 
tain calculations  that  we  then  may  deal  in  the 
commodity  of  miracles.  I  would  go  in  this  ex- 
chaoge  as  hif[b  as  the  amendment  proposes,  which 
is  thirty  millions,  and  ihen  about  ten  millions  will 
be  due  those  two  years — quite  as  much  of  the  public 
debt  mentioned  as  we  shall  be  able  to  meet. 


opened  at  all?  The  bill  proposes  October,  the 
amendment  April.  If  the  credit  of  tbe  Gkivem- 
menl  paper  be,  as  stated,  good,  so  high  in  market, 
why  not  embrace  the  present  moment  ?  Is  it  not 
the  proper  time  T  What  advantage  b^  delay  ? 
Mighty  events,  which  are  by  many  anticipated  ; 
changes  in  the  mercantile  world,  always  affect 
money  matters.  When  the  loans  were  effected,  it 
was  a  season  of  extremes;  the  present  is  another, 
diametrically  opposite.  Thegentleman  from  Mary- 
land says,  some  of  the  sixes  and  sevens  are  owned 
in  Burope,  and  n  short  time  would  not  give  them 
an  equal  chance  lo  make  the  exchange.    Such,  if 
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would  be  for  ihe  intereats  of  iheir  principats.  Di 
lays  are  dan^eroos,  and,  in  [his  case,  procrastioa' 
lion  is  ibe  thief  of  time.  In  my  humole  opiaion 
this  ezcbange  must  be  effected  liefore  autumn,  or 

One  word,  finally,  on  ibe  fourlh  point  proposed, 
as  lo  ihelimewhenCbesefirea,  if  the  books  lot  ex- 


-'33,  and  Ibese  jrenrs  may  be  ihe  proper  ones.  If 
the  lime  be  fixed,  and  extended  to  a  period  too  re- 
mote, perbajts  the  oewiitack  ought  to  bring  a  pre- 
mium; if  witbin  a  limit  loo  snorL  ihe  eicbange 
cannot  be  effected  ;  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  pre- 
pare a  data  from  which  to  draw  any  satisfaclory 
conclusiona.  Bat,  if  long  threes  and  fives  are 
now  as  qaick  in  market,  and  bring  as  great  a  pre- 
mium as  gentlemen  havesupposed,  one  might  con- 
clude these  years  would  be  the  limes  wbien  ought 
to  be  6xed  in  the  bill.  I  am  upequivocaUy  in  favor 
of  the  projected  exchange,  belieriog,  as  1  do,  that 
it  wilt  be  promotire  escsentially  of  the  interest  of 
this  GoTernraent. 

Mr.  Tbact  was  opposed  lo  the  amendment,  be- 
cause he  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  tiie  bill. 
He  thought  it  would  be  either  inoperative,  or  ihe 
Government  would  lose  by  the  project ;  for  it  was 
really  a  question  whether  the  Government  was 
more  acute  in  bargaining  than  Ihe  stock-jobbers, 
and  the  expediency  of  the  mea:>ure  depended  upon 
that  point,  concerning  which  he  thought  the 
House  could  not  entertain  a  doubt.  Helwlieved 
the  proposition  would  not  be  accepted  ;  for,  as  it 
was  of  a  voluntarjr  character,  it  certainly  would 
not  be,  unless  the  jobbers  and  brokers  should  find 
it  for  their  interest  to'agree  to  it.  Every  man  was 
to  be  trusted  in  his  own  art,  and  he  thought  it  ex- 
tremely impolitic  for  this  GovetomenI  to  enter 
into  competition  with  the  keener  brokers  of  Wall 
street  He  also  thought  the  effect  of  it  might  be 
to  lull  the  people  into  a  lisllessness  on  the  subject 
of  the  public  debt,  and  virtually  lo  authorize  ex- 
penditures which  we  could  nOl  well  bear,  under 
the  impression  that  the  debt  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned, and  that  all  things  wers  going  on  well. 

Mr.  Rich  proposed  the  following  amendment : 

"  Buikv  OBI  '  thirty  '  third  Una,  and  ioMrt  'twsDtj- 
■ix  '  Mnath  Qae,  la  wit :  For  the  trvcn  p«  csnU  itwk, 
■nil  Kv  Ik*  >x  par  oanL  atock  of  the  yaar  1812,  to  an 
aiaount  oat  axceaAnf  twalie  milliona  of  dollsn ;  for 
iha  ail  per  c«nt  alock  of  the  year  1813,  to  an  amDnQt' 
not  aictcdiDK  feartMn  miUloai  of  dollar*." 

Mr.  CirrBaBBT  observed,  that  although,  in  the 
admiDHtration  of  onr  finances,  the  conversion  of 
siocka  WBn  a  matter  of  experiment,  yet  it  was  not 
so  ID  other  countries.  Nothing  was  more  com- 
mon ;  nor  did  it  follow,  in  such  conversion,  that 
tbe.Dpoation  could  not  be  made  advantageously 
to  both  ))arties.  Originally,  slocks  are  taken  up 
hy  money  dealers ;  but  in  a  Governmeat  whose 
credit  is  good,  it  usually  gels  into  the  hands  of 
tfaose  who  are  prudent  and  cautious,  and  unwill- 
ing ta  enter  into  hazardona  apeculalionx,  but  are 
desiroaa  of  paaseasing  a  steady  and  certain  income. 


Hence  it  is  not  a  competition  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  jobbers,  but  recommends  itself  by 
the  accommodation  of  persons  who  prefer  a  set- 
tled and  certain  income  lo  a  stock  which  will  be 
shortly  redeemed,  though  entitled  to  a  higher  rate 
of  interest.    Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
:  proposed  by   Ihe  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
(Mr.  Rich,)  for  he  wax  apprehensive  that,  with- 
it   it,   there   would    be  so  much    brought    into 
lOrkel  as  to  destroy  the  competition. 
Mr.  Rhea  entered  at  some  lencth  into  the  dis- 
cussion, and  was  apposed  to  all  tne  amendments 
proposed. 

Mr.  Cook  was  opposed  to  the  principle  of  the 
bill.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  he  observed 
it  was  better  for  the  Government  to  create  a 
five  per  cent,  stock,  than  to  undertake  to  ex- 
change it;  for  there  would  be  a  combinaliou 
among  the  stockholders  which  wonld  effectually 
defeat  the  purpose  of  the  bill.  The  holders  know 
full  well  that  the  Government  will  not  bo  able  to 
pay  the  debt  when  it  becomes  due,  and  will  make 
their  calcnia lions  accordingly. 
Mr.  Trimble  was  opposed  to  the  amendmeDl 
proposed  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr 
Rich,)  because  be  preferred  that  which  was  ori- 
ginally proposed.     He  was  not  disposed,  how- 

,  to  admit,  with  the  mover,  (Mr.  Cahbrel- 

,)  that  there  was  danger  of  war  from  measures 
that  the  House  would  probably  adopt  in  a  few 
days,  so  as  to  affect  the  price  of  stocks.  Mr.  T. 
was  inclined  to  believe  there  bad  been,  or  would 
be,  such  an  increase  of  revenue  as  materially  to 
reduce  the  public  debt,  and  presented  an  extended 
riew  of  the  subject  in  detail,  arriving  at  the  con- 
:lusion  that  it  wonl^  not  realize  the  expectations 
that  bad  been  entertained.  He  stated  that  the  an- 
nual revenue  from  Ihe  customs  bad  generally  been 
at  about  the  ratio  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  to 
each  individual  in  ihe  country  ;  and  he  thought 
there  was  no  reason  to  expect  a  disproportionate 
increase  hereafter.  It  would  probably  increase, 
only  according  lo  the  increase  of  population.  If, 
therefore,  even  the  bill  should  pa.s$,  yet  it  would 
be  found  necessary  to  retrench,  and  be  was  satis- 
fied thai  retrenchment  might  be  made  to  the  ex- 
tent of  a  million  of  doUais,  without  any  possiUe 
injury  to  the  public  service  and  safety.  He  thought 
the  time  was  favorable,  and  he  should  vote  for  the 
biU,  unless  it  should  be  shown  that  we  could  meet 
Ihe  debt  without  it. 

Mr.  Baldwin  remarked  that  this  was  the  first 
time  for  many  years  in  which  Congress  had  gone 
into  an  examination  of  its  financial  concerns;  and 
that  subject  must  always  be  important  which  af- 
fects the  credit  of  the  Government.  In  order  lo 
establish  it  on  a  firm  rootina;,  ii  was  desirable  to 
establish  it,  as  a  maxim,  always  to  redeem  our 
debts,  at  the  time  when  tney  are  redeemable.  A 
great  question  ihen  was,  whether  and  bow  far  the 
debt  could  be  met  by  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
Government;  and  he  was  disposed,  from  the  best 
view  he  could  take  of  the  subject,  to  consider  the 
proposiiion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Wooo)  to  extend  this  bill  to  forty  millions,  as  the 
better  plan.    Aa  we  bad  gone  on  for  soma  yean 
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put,  tbe  OoTerDment  has  paid  th«  inteteats  of 
short  stock,  and  the  holder  gets  the  benefit  of  long 
Block.  The  high  ptice  of  our  stock  did  not  tiow 
depend  eo  much  on  tbe  greet  credit  of  oar  Oov- 
eniment,  as  on  the  difference  of  exchange;  and, 
although  our  revenue  had  increased,  fei  the  de- 
bentures were  stationary,  and  he  could  not  view 
the  state  of  onr  revenue  in  the  same  fiiTorabte 
point  of  view  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Smith)  seemed  to  consider  it.  We  were 
now  as  prudent  men  looking  over  tbe  stale  of  our 
accounts;  and  if  we  can  now,  owine  to  the  rate 
of  exchange  and  tbe  peculiar  Ntale  of  the  money 
market,  reduce  tbe  interest  from  six  and  seven  per 
cent,  to  five,  we  ought  to  do  it.  He  should  not 
furttter  press  the  amendment  be  bad  offered  some 
days  tgo,  to  include  the  two  millions;  for  the 
House  bad  refused  it,  and  taken  the  pledge  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
that  it  would  be  paid — the  one-half  this  year,  and 
tbe  residue  tbe  next  He  begged  that  fact  might 
be  remembered,  and  he  hoped  the  pledge  would  be 
redeemed.  He  concluded  by  ezpressmg  his  ap- 
probation of  tbe  bill,  for,  be  believed,  the  more  tbe 
aubject  was  exanuned,  the  more  clearly  it  would 
be  found  that  the  revenue  was  not  more  than  ade- 
quate to  tbe  correnl  expenses  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Rbxa  made  some  further  observations  in 
(qqtosition  to  the  amendment ;  when  the  question 
was  taken,  and  Mr.  Ricb'b  proposition  waa  lost. 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
Inserting  in  the  7th  line  as  follows: 

And  for  tha  nx  per  oant.  stock  of  the  jaan  1814 
•od  1816,  to  in  amount  not  nxeeediog  foar  millions 
of  dollars. 

AAer  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the  ameud- 
ment  by  the  mover,  and  in  opposition  to  it  by 
Mr.  Cambbb  lenOj  the  question  wai  taken,  and  tbe 
amendment  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  original 
amendment  of  Mr.  Cambrelbnq,  which  was  also 
uentived — yeas  52,  nays  7B. 

No  further  amendment  having  been  offered,  the 
second  section  of  the  bill  was  reu,  when 

Mr.  Van  Wyck  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
adding  the  following,  af\er  the  4Dih  line  in  the  2d 
■ectioD : 

ProMai,  That,  if  the  stockholders  of  lbs  aforeMid 
•ix  end  Mven  per  cent,  stocks  dfcUne  eichuiginf 
such  stock  Tor  lbs  five  p«r  eenl.  slocks,  pMpoied  in  the 
bill,  that  it  shall  tben  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretsi?  of. 
die  Tresaury,  sAai  the  first  dsj  of  JsnasTy,  1838,  to 
reopeo  the  said  subKiiption  books,  indiscTimiDstely, 
t«  tbe  dtizens  of  the  United  States,  which  books  sbsll 
remain  open  nntil  aftei  the  1st  day  or  Janutij,  18^4, 
and  from  wluch  ptopo«*I*  tb«  best  teims  shell  or  msy 
be  iccepted  b;  the  Secretary  of  the  Tresniry.  And 
be  U  Jvrther  pnmdtd.  That  do  inch  stocks  creeled, 
ehsll  be  eabecAbed  for,  IrsnsfeTred  to,  or  oirned  bj,  a 
foreigner,  in  a  foreign  conntry. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  proviso,  and 
negatived  wiibont  a  division. 

Mr.  M11.NOR  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  2d  section: 

Iq  line  10,  strike  oat  one  and  insait  three. 

In  line  SI,  strtke  out  tiro  and  ioMit  six. 

Id  line  33,  Mrike  oat  three  and  insart  aiifhl. 


The  amendment  waa  supported  at  consideraUe 
leocth  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Tccxen 
of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Oorhah  ;  when  the  question 
WHS  lalcen  on  tbe  first  branch  of  it  and  lost,  and 
the  residue  was  withdrawn  by  tbe  mover,  when 
tbe  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 

Jn  tht  Home,  Mr.  Cambrelehq  proposed  to 
amend  the  first  section,  by  striking  out  all  thkt 
part  of  it  wiiieh  follows  tbe  enacting  clause,  com- 
prising  the  sams  provisions  with  that  which  he  had 
offered  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  except  redu- 
cing the  sum  from  thirty  to  twenty-six  million*, 
and  directing  the  hooks  to  be  opened  from  the  first 
of  Mayto  the  first  of  August. 

Mr.  BncRANAN  said,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
express  hi*  decided  opinion  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  tbe  geotlemaji  from  New  Ywk^  (Mr. 
Cambrelemo.)  Howevn  unpromising  might  be 
its  prospect  of  snccsss,  he  was  so  firmly  convinced 
it  ought  to  succeed,  be  would  briefty  state  his  rea-  * 
sons  for  bis  opinion.  The  principe  uf  the  bill, 
said  Mr.  B.,  u  unexceptionaUe.  If  we  could  ray 
the  debt,  when  it  shall  become  due,  tbat  would  be 
the  most  politic  course.  This  is  admitted  to  be 
impossible,  even  by  those  who  are  the  most  san- 
guine in  their  calculations  respecting  tbe  revenue. 
After  tbe  $^6,000,000  shall  have  been  exchanged 
onder  the  provision  of  this  bill,  the  remainder  of 
tite  war  loans  will  be  more  than  we  will  be  able  to 
pay  as  they  become  due.  It  therefore  becomes  a 
wise  and  prudent  people  to  provide,  in  time,  the 
means  of  keeping  np  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment. We  can  now  do  this,  and  save,  at  the 
very  least,  an  annual  expenditure  of  interest  of 
9260,000  from  the  timewhen  the  bill  shall  go  into 
operation.  The  question,  however,  now  is,  be- 
tween the  first  section  of  the  presmt  bill  and  tbe 
proposed  amendment.  Mr.  B.  said  he  wis  in  favor 
of  the  latter.  The  universal  pence  which  followed 
tbe  general  war  throughout  Europe,  had  opened 
tbe  avenues  oftrade  toall  nations.  By  that  means 
much  of  the  capital  of  our  merchants  had  hem 
driven  from  commnce,  and  was  vested  in  the  pab> 
lie  funds.  Tbe  price  of  money  became  cbean,  be- 
cause we  had  much  more  than  was  demaini«d  to 
cany  on  our  commerce.  Trade  has,  howerer, 
been  lately  reviving,  and  tbe  demand  for  money 
is  becoming  gieatet.  Should  we  realise  all  the 
bntefits  from  oedarin^  the  Soath  Amerksa  nrov- 
iaces  independent,  whieb  we  aDtJuipale,  and  sbonid 
other  events  transpire,  which  are  at  least  probaUe, 
'new  channris  of  trade  will  be  opened  to  onr  com- 
I  mercial  enletprise.  Etelay  upon  tbis  subject  may 
I  therefore  be  dangerous.  We  bav*everv  reason  to 
believe  that  the  exchaage  could  now  lie  effected 
upon  very  advantageous  terras — ^wbat  will  be  the 
slate  of  the  money  market  by  October  next,  it  is 
impossible  to  fbccaee.  The  amendment  contem- 
plates that  pr^Msals  shall  be  received  by  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  from  and  after  the  first  of 
May  next ;  the  orieinal  section,  not  until  October. 
In  this  respect,  Mr.  B.  thought  the  amendment 
preferaUe  to  the  bill  as  it  then  smod.  Tbe  chair- 
raan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaiw  had 
tbot^ht  the  bill  should  not  go  into  operation  until 
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the  lit  of  October  next,  that  the  foreign  holders  of 
stock  might  have  an  opporiuniiy  of  tabiog  advaD- 
tage  of  its  pTOTtsioDs.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  could  not 
perceive  upoa  wbat  nrinciple  we  should  endanger 
the  success  of  the  bill,  by  waiting  until  tfaev  roight 
have  an  opporlunity  of  subscribing.  He  also  pre- 
ferred the  amendment  for  another  reason.  The 
five  per  cent,  stock  of  the  Government  was  now 
sdling  in  the  market  at  an  advance  higher,  by  be- 
tween three  and  four  per  cent.,  than  the  six  per 
cenL  slocks  redeemable  in  1825  and  1826.  The 
biU,  as  it  at  present  standi',  will  give  the  benefit  of 
thii  premium  to  tbe  stockbolders  of  the  Oovern- 
ment,  at  the  public  expense.  Why  should  we  ex- 
tend these  advantages  to  any  description  of  men 
in  the  community  ?  We  should  be  junt ;  it  can- 
not be  expected  we  will  be  generous  to  the  public 
creditors;  because,  by  acting  in  thi^  tnanner,  we 
injure  our  constituents.  A  premium  of  three  per 
cent,  on  the  $26  000,000,  proposed  to  be  exchanged 

S'  this  bill,  would  amount  to  $780,000.  I  hope  the 
luse  are  Dot  prepared  togive  this  large  sum,  with~ 
ODtaDyequivateni,  to  ibehaldetsoflhe  public  stock. 
The  amendment  can  do  no  harm.  The  Secretary 
has  DO  power  to  make  a  worse  bar^in,  under  it: 
authority,  than  under  that  of  the  original  bill ;  hi 
toar,  however,  and  in  all  human  probability  will, 
maae  one  that  is  much  better.  This  bill,  as  it 
stands  at  present,  presents  a  singular  incongruity. 
The  sis  per  cent,  stock,  due  in  1B24  and  in  1825, 
is  placed  on  the  same  footing,  and  yet  the  one  is 
dearly  more  valuable  than  the  other.  Tbey  must 
both  be  exchanged  for  five  per  cent,  stock  on  the 
same  terms,  and  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  See- 
retaiy  to  make  a  different  bargain  iti  the  one  ease 
from  the  other.  Mr.  B.  said  he  believed,  if  the 
amendment  were  adopted,  it  would  be  a  cleai 
saving  to  tbe  country  of  between  half  a  million 
and  a  milJioD  of  dollars;  and,  under  that  impres- 
sion, he  would  call  for  the  veas  and  nays,  that  his 
Tote  miglit  be  recorded  in  tne  affirmative. 

The  amendment  was  further  supported,  afYet 
a  modification,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
by  Messrs.  Titckek  of  Virgmia,  and  Gorhan,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Rhea,  and  Mr  SMtTH  of  Mary- 
land, when  the  question  was  taken  and  decided 
by  yeaa  and  nays  in  the  affirmative— yeas  109, 
nays  38,  aa  follows : 

Tba* — Messn.  Alexander,  Allen  of  MssuchuMlts, 
AUen  of  TennencB,  Btldwin,  Barber  of  ConnecticDI, 
Barber  of  Ohio,  Baleman,  Bijlici,  Bigetow,  Black- 
led^,  BUir,  Borland,  Brown,  Bacbanan,  Burrows, 
CambrelaDg;,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cawsdy, 
Cbmmbera,  Coeka,  Conkling,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafii, 
CalfabcTt,  Dana.  Darlington,  Kdwardi  of  Panneylva- 
nia,  Edward*  of  North  Carolina,  FarreUy,  Findlej, 
GvdbU,  Oebliard,  Oorhin,  Grou.  HanJin,  Harrey, 
Heodricka,  HobaiC,  Hooka,  Hubbard,  J.  T.  Johnson, 
J.  8.  JohosloD,  Keyea,  Lalhrop,  Leftwicb,  Lincoln, 
Litchfiild,  Little,  Lang,  Lowndea,  McCailj,  McCoj, 
McDuOs,  McLane,  McNeill,  Mc8bcrr7,  Mallack.  Mat- 
mm,  .Matlocka,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Milnor,  Mitchell  of 
Pennajlvaala,  Moore  of  Pa.,  Moigaa,  Murray,  Neals, 
Nelson  of  Mauacbuietts,  Palloraon  of  Pcnnijtvanii, 
PhilMpa,  Fieraon,  Pitcher,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampshire, 
Plumer  of  Pennntvanta,  Poiaaett,  Reed  of  MarylanJ, 
Rich,  Rogeri,  Sngglei,  Rnaaell,  Sergeant,  Sloan, 
17tb  Con.  1st  Sesb.— 43 


I.  Tod, 

TomliDaoD,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Van  Wjck,  W^- 
worlh,  Whipple,  While,  Whitnaa,  Williams  of  North 
Carolina,  William*  of  Virginia,  Williamson,  Wilson, 
Wood,  and  Worman. 

NATi—Meaar*.  Ball,  BaraeU.  Bajlj,  Campbell  of 
New  York,  CondicI,  Cnabman,  Denieon,  Durlea, 
Uwigbt,  Edilv,  EdwarJa  of  Connecticut,  Eusti*,  Fnl- 
ler,  liilmer,  Gi*l,  Hall,  Hawk*,  Holcombe,  Jackaon, 
F.  Johnson,  JoDea  of  Virginia,  Jirnea  of  Tenaeaaee, 
Kent,  Kirkland,  Moore  of  AUbama,  Oventreel,  Reed 
ofMaaiachusetts,  Rhes,  Rosa,  Russ,  Sanders,  S.Smith, 
Spencer,  TatnslI,  Tucker  of  Boalh  Carolina,  Vanco, 
Woodcock,  and  Woodson. 


conform  to  the  amendment  which  had  just  been 
adopted  in  relation  to  the  first.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Milnor  renewed  the  motion  he  had  made 
iu  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  tbe  three 
propositions  it  contained,  being  taken  collectively, 
were  carried—ayes  63,  noes  68. 

Mr.  LowNOEB  made  some  remarks  upon  the 
necessity  of  framinff  the  bill  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  equalize  the  premiums  of  tbe  loans  to  be  made, 
but,  as  his  health  bad  not  permitted  him  to  pre- 
pare any  amendment  calculated  for- that  object, 
and  as  he  had  not  anticipated  the  result  to  which 
the  House  bad  arrived,  he  suggested  to  the  chair- 
roan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the 
propriety  of  moving  to  adjourn,  that  a  proper  pro- 
vision might  be  introduced  upon  thai  important 
subject ;  end,  thereupon,  the  House  adjourned. 


FHinAV,  March  22. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  in- 
t)ahitanCs  of  G^rgeiown,  and  to  repeal  all  other 
acta  heretofore  pa^ed  for  that  puiriose;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
tbe  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
to  repeal  part  of  an  act  passed  by  the  State  of 
Maryland  m  the  vear  1784,  and  now  in  force  in 
Georgetown,  entitled  "An  act  for  an  addition  to- 
Georgetown  in  Montgomery  county." 

Mr.  Seroeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Iw 
diciaty,  to  which  was  referred  the  hill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  lo  amend  the  laws  now 
in  force,  as  to  the  issuing  of  original  writs,  bq^ 
final  process^  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United 
States  withm  the  Sute  of  Tennessee,''  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered 
lo  be  read  a  third  lime  to-moriow. 

r.  Sehgea.'vt,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  also  referred  tbe  bill  from  tbe  Senate 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act^  entitled 
'An  act  authorizing  the  disposal  of  certain  lots  of 
public  ground  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and 
town  of  Mobile,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment  to  the  title  thereof,  viz :  strike  out 
the  words  "andtownof  Mobile  j"  which  amend- 

:  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  it  was 
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ordBTed  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  EusTia,  from  the  Committee  on  Miliury 
Affairs,  lo  whom  the  sabject  was  refened,  reported 
B  joint  resolotjon  aniborizing  the  delivery  of  rifles 
-promised  to  Captain  Aikin's  Tolunteers  at  the 
siege  of  Plattsbur^;  which  resolution  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Walker,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  unfavor- 
able report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  petition  of  Julia  Plantou ;  and  the  question 
Ihercon  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendrickb,  the  House  agreed 
to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  striking  oQt  the  first  and  only  section  of 
Ihebill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Freeland  and 
John  M.  Jenkins. 

A  debate  of  considerable  length  ensued  upon 
the  question  of  concurrence  witE  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  their  report ;  in  which  the  con- 
carrence  was  opposed  by  Hesan.  HnMoaicKB, 
Cook,  MALL*BY,CHAgfBEftB,MaoBB  of  Alabama, 
Walkek,  and  Sloan,  and  supported  by  Menrs. 
RAhein,  Hill,  Cannon,  Hardin,  and  Tomlin- 
flON,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — a^es  65, 
noes  61,  and,  consequently,  the  ImII  was  rejected. 

The  Spbaebr  laid  before  tbe  House  a  commu- 
nication Horn  tbe  Treasury  Department,  on  the 
ml^t-matter  of  tbe  petition  of  George  Sii"*^ 
SOD ;  which,  on  motion,  was  ordered  tolie  on 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  "  An  act  lor  the  relief  of  Hotden  W. 
Prout,  administrator  on  the  estate  of  Joshua  W. 
Ptout,  deceased;"  and  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of 
Andrew  Mitchdl;"  in  which  hills  they  ask  the 
concurrence  of  the  House. 

Tbe  Sfeaebr  laid  before  the  House  a  repoft 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition 
of  Oeorge  Simpaon  ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

EXCHANGE  OF  STOCKS. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  nisinesN  of  yesterday,  (the  bill  to 
authorize  the  exchange  of  certain  stocks.) 

Mr.  LowNDBB,  after  some  prefatory  observa- 
tions, submitted  the  following  amendment,  to  be 
inserted  after  the  words  "United  Slates,"  in  the 
S2d  line  of  the  first  section : 

"Primded,  abeayt,  Tb«t,  where  different  term* 
may  be  ofleretl  tor  Ihe  eichan^  of  the  tame  stock, 
the  8ecietir7  of  the  Treaniry  sball  allon  to  sll  thr 
■obeoriberi  of  the  stme  itoek  terras  equell;  favorable. 
Jnd  vrotiided.  alio.  That  the  Becretarj  of  the  I'ren- 
vij  shall  accept  onlj  «Qcb  amonnt  of  (abscription  un- 
der each  loan  ■■  he  msy  deem  moat  coodneiTe  lo  the 
public  iDlereil ;  but  he  maj  silerwerds  admit,  at  an; 
lime  before  tbe  next  seMioo  of  Congrns,  ■  further 
■Bbiciiptioa,  on  the  lenne  of  the  ■obscriplion  bcfors 
aeoepted,  provided  the  whole  amountihallnolbe  more 
than  tnenl7-*ix  millions  of  dollars." 


Mr.  Tbacv  was  apprehensive  that  this  amend- 
ment would  increase  hb  principat  objection  to  the 
bill,  by  giving  greater  enect  to  the  combinations 
of  those  who  hold  the  stock  which  it  is  proposed 
to  exchange.     He  was  also  opposed  to  it  on  a 

Scund  which  applied,  perhaps,  equally  well  to 
e  bill  itself — that  this  was  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  a  provisional  loan  of  twenty-six  millions ; 
and  he  proceeded  in  an  argument  at  considerable 
length,  to  show  the  inexpediency  of  such  a  loan. 
It  was  of  ^eater  amount  than  the  Administration 
called  for,  and  this  amendment  narrowed  the  field 
opetition. 

Lowndes  made  a  small  modification  of  his 
amendment,  and  replied  briefly  to  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Tract,] 
and  contended  that  tbe  reverse  of  the  position  he 
(Mr.  T.)  had  taken,  relative  to  the  combination 
of  the  stockholders,  would  result  from  adopting 
the  amendment;  and  he  contended  that  ii  would 
hold  out  an  inducement  to  the  holders  of  ^ock  in 
every  part  of  the  Unidn  to  make  a  liberal  bid  to 
the  Oovernment. 

Mr.  Walwobtb  made  a  few  further  remarks 
in  onposition  to  the  amendment ;  when 

Tne  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  65,  noes  42. 

On  the  question  whether  the  bill  should  be  en- 
groased  for  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  ToMLiNBON  rose  and  said,  that,  when  this 
bill  was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  he  was  inclined  to  favor  its  passage,  but, 
by  an  examination  of  the  subject,  he  had  arrived 
at  tbe  conclusion  that  it  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 
His  mind  had  been  brought  to  this  result,  ia  con-  i 
sequence  of  the  amendment  adopted,  on  the  mo- .  | 
tioo  of  the  honorable  member  from  New  York,  I 
(Mr.  Cambrblemo.)  He  bad,  be  said,  on  a  for-  I 
met  day,  assented  to  that  amendment,  bur  more 
mature  reflection  had  convinced  him  of  his  error. 
Thus  circumstanced,  he  deemed  it  his  duty  briefly 
to  explain  bia  views  of  this  matter,  and  he  hoped 
he  should  not  be  coiuideied  by  tbe  House  as  un- 
necessarily prolonging  a  diocusMon  which  had 
already  occupied  so  much  of  its  time.  He  said 
he  had  uniformly  advocated  the  policy  of  extin- 
guishing the  dent  of  this  country  as  speedily  as 
possible,  and  had  hoped  to  see  the  day  when  the 
United  Stales  should  present  the  solitary  example 
of  a  nation  unencumbered  with  the  public  debt. 
Sir,  said  he,  need  you  be  told  thai  such  a  nation 
will  be  secure  in  its  insiitations — will  be  power- 
ful— will  conunsnd  the  afiectwas  of  its  ffwn  citi- 
zens and  the  respect  of  the  world  1 

Against  the  doctrine,  that  "a  national  debt  ia  a 
national  Messing,"  he  had  heretofore  protested, 
and  was  not  now  prepared  to  give  it  his  sanction. 
Such  a  debt  might  tend  m  render  stable  a  despotic 
Government,  because  it  enabled  such  a  Govern - 
meni  to  derive  that  sunport  from  Ihe  interest  of  its 
subjects,  which  it  could  not  expect  from  their  af- 
fection?. But  in  our  Govemmenl  it  is  otherwise. 
Founded  upon  the  great  and  just  principles  of  lib- 
erty and  self^^vernment,  to  its  permanency  the 
aid  of  a  public  debt  is  not  necessary.  The  strong  , 
bonds  of  mutual   attachment  which   now  exist, 
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Bad  be  trusted  ever  would  exist  among  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  would,  he  hoped,  render 
perpetual  that  form  of  Gorerameut,  whose  beoiga 
influence  was  so  univerMlly  fell  and  acknow- 
ledged. 

In  1830,  Hr.  T.  said,  when  the  national  debt 
was  reduced  to  $88,899,333  57,  he  thought  he 
saw  a  reaEonable  prospect  of  its  further  reduction, 
but  be  was  sorry  to  b«  compelled  lo  say  that  be 
had  been  disappointed  in  uiat  expectation,  and 
that  the  debt  had,  on  the  Gral  of  January,  1822, 
riKQ  to  $93,423,605  73,  making,  in  the  two  years, 
an  iucres^e  of  $4,524,273  16. 

What  is  now  proposed,  said  he,  by  the  bill  as 
amended?  It  is  to  eSeet  a  Soanof  S36,[)0a,000, 
payable,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  GoTernment,  in  the 
years  1831,  1833,  1836,  and  1888,  He  used  the 
term  Jpmb,  for  that  was  the  proper  term.  The 
opeiatioa  proposed  could  be  considered  in  no  other 
l^hl  than  a  loui,  for  the  purpose  of  discbaiving 
the  M)t  which  will  be  payable  in  1835  and  1826 ; 
lOitrielad,  it  was  true,  to  stockholders,  but  not  the 
less  objectionable  □□  that  account  Why,  asked 
be^  will  joa  make  this  early  preparation  to  meet 
ihatp«rtion  of  the  debtl  Why  not  poslpone  it 
UBiil  the  debt  shall  become  payaUel  Will  it  not 
then  be  in  aeasoa  lo  make  provision  for  this  pay- 
ment in  ease  your  income  should  be  inadequate  tu 
do  it  7 

Ii  is  urged  bj  the  hoaorable  member  from  Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr.  GoaiLAu)  that  the  credit  of  tbe 
Govenunent  is  now  good,  and  it  is  prudent  to  carry 
that  credit  into  mauet  and  now  aTail  ounelves  of 
iL  Bat,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.  what  reakun  have  you  to 
apprehend  that  your  credit  will  not  be  as  high  two 
years  bence  as  now  1  Is  there  any  thing  in  onr 
political  or  commercial  rel^ions  which  justifies 
the  belief  that  the  credit  of  the  Oovemment  will 
dqireciateT  On  the  contrary  are  not  those  rela~ 
tioDs  such  ai  to  lead  tbe  mind  most  decidedly  to  a 
diBereat  result  1  The  character  of  the  nation 
abroad  is  elevated — the  ability  of  the  Gorernment. 
to  losaua  its^agxinst  opposiiiua  from  within,  and 
astanlia  from  withoat,  hat  been  fully  and  satisfac- 
todly  teated.  The  resources  of  the  nation  are 
known  to  be  adequate  to  meet  all  its  engagements. 
No  dock  deserves  to  be  considered,  and  none  is, 
in  fact,  considered  more  safe  than  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates.  Ask  foieigners,  well  informed  and 
candid,  what  they  Ihinlr  of  your  credit,  and,  rely 
upon  il^  they  will  tell  you  that  it  is  constantly  ap- 
preeiabng  and  will  continue  to  do  so.  Tell  me 
not,  then,  that  yaur  stock  will  command  a  less 
premium  in  1635,  than  it  now  does.  Is  it  not  pro- 
taUe  that  the  price  of  stock  wilt  be  enluuiced  1 
SbouU  that  event  take  place,  it  is  ariihmetieally 
certain  that  you  lose  br  (he  proposed  exchange  of 
■took.    This  will  not  be  denied. 

Bai,Mr.  T.  said,  if  it  be  admitted  that  the  value 
of  money  shall  not  appreciate,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  rale  of  interest  continue  as  it  now  is,  and  tbe 
five  pet  cent,  stock  command  in  1S25  ihe  premium 
which  is  now  given  for  it,  it  is  demonstrable,  that. 
by  the  proposed  measure,  ibe  Qovernment  witl 
sustain  an  actual  loss.  The  five  per  cent,  stock  is 
now  at  nine  per  cent,  above  par,  and  the  six  per 


Now,  if  you  secure  to  the  Grovernm 
ence  between  the  price  of  five  per  cent,  and  the 
six  per  cent,  slock,  which  will  be  three  per  cent. 
and  you  save  one  per  cent,  interest,  for  about  two 
years,  as  this  bill  is  to  go  into  operation  near  the 
close  of  the  present  year ;  then,  the  whole  gain  to 
the  Govemmenl,  by  ihis  operadon,  will  be  but  five 
per  cent.  But  should  you  wait  until  1825,  when 
the  six  and  seven  per  cent,  stockshall  have  become 
payable,  those  stocks,  instead  of  being  at  six  and 
nine  per  cent  above,  will  be  at  par ;  that  is,  the  . 
Government  will  then  have  s  riglit,  by  the  lerms 
of  the  original  loan,  to  compel  the  holders  of  those 
Blocks  to  reoeive  their  pay,  and  to  surrender  their 
certificates.  If  your  credit  should  then  be  as  good 
as  at  present,  and  five  per  cent,  stock  command 
the  premium  which  it  now  bears,  ihe  whole  of 
that  [»emium  of  nine  per  cent  will  be  gained  by 
the  Government,  and  a  clear  profit  made  to  the 
nation  of  tbe  difierence  between  the  premium  thus 
secured,  and  the  excess  of  interest  paid  tot  two 
rears.  The  resnit  then  is,  that^  by  deferring  this 
loan  until  1835,  when  your  debt  is  payable,  a  clear 
profit  will  accrue  to  the  Government,  of  at  least 
four  per  cent,  on  $36,000,000,  amounting  to  more 
than  one  million  of  dollars.  This,  he  said,  was 
arithmetically  certain,  if  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment remaiiied  the  same  as  at  present.  If  the 
value  of  money  be  either  depreciated,  or  the  same 
as  it  now  is,  in  1825,  then  the  Govemmenl  will 
certainly  lose  by  adopting  the  present  bill  This 
proposition  seemed  to  him  incoatrovertiUe.  Here 
then  are  twoohances  against  you.  In  what  event 
are  you  lo  gain  ?  Only,  in  the  very  improbable 
one.  that  tbe  price  of  five  per  cent,  stock,  in  1825, 
shall  have  experienced  a  considerable  depression. 
What  will  produce  this  state  of  the  money  market, 
and  thus  increase  the  rale  of  interest  ?  Why,  say 
genllem«i,  our  foreign  commerce  is  increasing, 
andbecomingmoreexlended  and  profitable.  Soum 
America,  too,  it  is  said,  is  lo  be  opened  to  us,  with 
which  we  shall  be  enanled  to  carry  oo  a  very  lu- 
crative trade,  and  the  surplus  capital  of  the  coun- 
try will  thus  find  employment.  Let  us  not  be  too 
sanguine ;  these  bright  and  cheering  anticipations 
may  not  be  realiseil;  other  nations  may,  and  pro- 
bably will,  participate  with  us  in  Ihete  commercial 
advantages.  Every  commercial  nation,  said  he, 
is  making  uncommon  efforts  to  extend  its  coni- 
merce.  But,  is  it,  said  Mr.  T.,  true,  that  tbe  rate 
of  interest  increases,  in  proportion  to  tbe  commer- 
cial prosperitf  of  a  country  )  Does  not  a  profil^le 
commerce  brmg  into  the  country  a  surplus  capital 
which,  from  time  to  lime,  the  owners  mav  wish 
lo  invest  in  permanent  and  safe  fnndsl  Did  Ihe 
rate  of  interest  increase  in  Holland,  with  tbe  ad- 
vancement of  her  commerce  1  It  is  not  true,  that 
when  the  commerce  of  that  conUry  was  at  its 
highest  point  of  prosperitv,  the  rate  of  interest  was 
most  depressed  7  Is  not  the  same  true  of  England, 
and  every  other  disiingnished  commercial  nation  7 
But,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  the  expectations  of  gentlemen 
be  well  founded,  and  commerce  should  give  that 
employment  to  the  capital  of  die  country  which 
is  anticipated,  will  not  ue  necessary  and  inerilable 
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result  be,  that  the  revenue  of  the  coonlry  will  be 
iocreasedl  A  prosperous  commerce  will  fill  the 
Treasury.  From  the  coramenceineBi  of  this  GSot- 
emmeulto  the  present  moment,  has  not  experieace 
■bown,  that  the  iocome  of  the  nation  haa  been 
inaduated  by  its  commerce?  Does  commerce 
noutisb? — then  your  Treasury  is  replenished.  Is 
it  depressed  7 — the  Treasury  is  iu  want  of  money. 
If  then  our  commerce  is  to  be  so  flourishing  and 
eziensiTe,  as  lo  absorb  all  the  capital  of  the  coud- 
trjr,  the  Treasury  will  be  furnished  by  tbe  customs 
with  the  means  of  paying  this  debt.  Id  any  as- 
pect, therefore,  in  which  this  subject  can  be  viewed, 
It  was  inexpedient  to  adopt  the  plan  of  converting 
the  present  outstanding  stock  into  slock  irredeem- 
able for  periods  so  long,  as  those  fixed  in  the  hill 
now  under  consideraton. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  did  not  understand  this  subject 
very  intimately,  much  less  did  he  feel  disposed  to 
dictate  a  course  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  mode  most  er- 
pedient  for  the  Gorernment  was,  to  defer  the  whole 
matter  until  1825,  when  the  war  loan  of  1813  will 
be  payable,  and  then,  if  no  other  mode  could  be  de- 
Tised  for  its  discharge,  to  go  into  the  market  with 
a  loan  for  such  portion  of  that  stock  as  tbe  Gor- 
emmenl  shall  not  then  possess  means  to  pay. 
Should  this  course  be  adopted,  a  fair  competition 
would  be  afforded,  not  only  to  tbe  holders  of  stock, 
as  proposed  by  the  preseol  hill,  hut  you  woutcl 
avail  yourselves  of  the  additional  competition 
created  by  the  capital  which  money  lenders  misht 
wish  to  invest  in  stock.  In  my  judgment,  said  ne, 
this  is  the  proper  course  for  the  GoTernroent — it  is 
the  fair  and  honorable  course,  and  one  which  will 
preserve  the  Government  from  the  imputation  of 
atockjobbing,  to  which  the  amendment  in  its  ope- 
ration would  render  il  liable.  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
was  gratified  to  perceive,  tbat,in  the  opinion  wnich 
be  had  just  expressed,  he  was  supported  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ^iven  to  this  House  in 
his  annual  report,  who  might  be  considered  as 
having  some  little  knowledge  on  this  subject,  as 
well  as  the  honorable  gentleman,  by  whose  amend- 
ment the  only  valuable  feature  of  the  bill  bad  been 
destroyed. 

Mr.  T.  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that, 
should  such  an  exchange  of  stocks  be  deemed  inex- 
pedient or  impracticable,  "  a  saving  of  equal,  if 
'not  greater  extent,  may  be  effected  in  the  years 
'  1825,  1836, 1837,  and  183B,  by  borrowing,  at  the 
'  rateof  5per  cent,  in  the  first  and  each  successive 
'  year,  a  sum  equal  to  tbe  difference  between  tbe 
'  amount  redeemable  and  that  portion  of  the  Siok- 
'  ing  Fund  applicable  to  its  reaemption ;  and  thus 
'  a  aavtag  be  secured  to  the  extent  of  that  differ- 
'  ence  by  the  latter  process."  There  is,  said  he, 
much  wisdom  in  this  plan.  You  borrow  the  mon- 
ey when  you  want  it;  you  pay  off  your  debt  at 
[Ar ;  and  ny  going  into  the  market  with  a  loan  of 
a  small  amount  you  wilt  probably  secure  a  high 
premium.  But  what  does  the  amendment  pro- 
poae?  To  bring  into  the  market  $26,000,000  of 
a  per  cent,  stock  at  one  time.  Does  not  every  one 
know  that  the  effect  of  throwing  into  market  such 


lunt  of  stock,  at  a  given  period, 
wouldbe  todiminishibe  valueofitJ  The  amend- 
ment is  indeed  framed  upon  tbe  idea  that  a  pre- 
mium is  to  be  obtained  on  stock  when  there  is 
936,000,000  in  market.  Sir,  said  he,  this  idea  is 
perfectly  fallacious,  not  to  say  visionary.  The 
stockholders  and  brokers  understand  this  matter; 
ibey  know  that  by  sending  a  large  quantity  of  a 

fiven  article  into  market  you  reduce  its  price ;  and 
epend  upon  it,  sir,  their  conduct  will  be  influ- 
enced by  that  knowledge. 

But  this  is  not  the  most  objectionable  feature  of 
the  hill,  as  amended.  A  general  subscription  of 
stock  is  authorized  by  that  amendment,  without 
designating  the  particular  stock  to  be  received. 
What  is  the  consequence  1  What  every  man  who 
examines  the  subject  with  the  least  attention  can- 
not fail  to  understand.  The  stock  which  is  the 
least  valuable — the  6  per  cent. — will  be  subeeribed, 
and  tbe  7  per  cent,  left  unextinguished,  and  beat- 
ing interest  until  il  shall  become  payable,  and  the 
Government  be  in  possession  of  the  necessary 
funds  to  dischoi^e  it. 

In  this,  Mr.  T.  said,  consisted  the  decide^]  supe- 
riority of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  over  the  amendment  under  con- 
sideration. The  bill  reported  by  that  committee 
wisely  requires  that  tbe  S8fim,355  27  of  7  per 
cent.  Slock  shall  be  exchanged  and  extinguished. 
The  amendment  leaves  it  optional  with  the  hold- 
ers to  subscribe  that  or  any  other  stock.  The  7 
per  cent,  stock  is  at  $109,  while  the  6  per  cent,  is 
at  6106.  Wilt  the  holders  of  stock  then  continue 
to  hold  their  6  per  cent,  and  surrender  the  7  per 
cent.  1  He  did  not  believe  the  stockholders  would 
be  guilty  of  such  folly.  They  understand  plain 
arithmetic,  and  wilt  by  a  very  easy  process  arrive 
at  the  result,  that,  by  surrendering  the  7  per  cent, 
in  lieu  of  6,  they  must  inevitably  lose  4  per  cent. 
Will  they  do  it  7  They  are  not  apt  to  disregard 
their  own  interest ;  certainly  they  are  not  Uind 
lo  it. 

There  were  other  views  which  might  be  taken 
of  tbiii  subject,  Mr.  T.  said,  but  that  which  he  tiad 
attempted  to  present  to  the  House  would  induce 
him  to  vote  against  the  bill.  • 

After  Mr.  Tohlinsoh  ha 
marks — 

Mr.  DwioHT,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  observed 
that  he  had  on  yesterday  voted  in  favor  of  the 
amendments  (postponing  still  further  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  new  stocks)  which  had  been  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Mii.- 
NOR,)  and  which  were  adopted  by  tbe  House. 
He  DOW  moved  to  reconsider  that  vote,  and  briefly 
stated  the  reasons  which  had  induced  him  to 
change  that  opinion.  He  thought  it  was  a  sound 
rule  in  public  as  well  as  in  private  affairs  to  defer 
payment  of  debts  no  longer  than  necessity  requires; 
and  he  had  become  satisfied  that  in  1831,  1S32, 
and  1833,  we  should  be  able  lo  pay  off  ihese  detHs, 
and  he  was  therefore  unwilling  to  extend  them 
beyond  those  periods.  There  were  hut  two  rea- 
sons, he  said,  which  had  been  or  be  iboiwht  coutd 
be  urged  in  favor  of  the  amendments  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  PennEylvaDia~-tbe  first,  that  the  re- 
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lonrces  of  the  GoTeniment  would  oot  CDable  them 
to  redeem  the  stock  lo  be  created  bj  the  bill  at  an 
earlier  period  iban  1838  ;  the  second  was,  that 
stock  at  5  per  cent.,  created  accordioc  lo  the  pro- 
visioDS  of  the  original  bill,  ledeemaole  in  1831, 
1832,  and  1833,  would  not  acquire  sufficient  value 
in  the  market  to  induce  the  nolden  of  the  6  and 
7  per  cent,  stocks,  redeemable  in  1825  and  1836, 
to  exchange  such  stocks  for  5  per  ceata.,  redeem- 
able at  no  later  period  than  1633.  In  regard  to 
the  first  of  these  reasons,  he  would  undertake  lo 
show  that,  30  far  from  the  GoTennnent  being  un- 
able to  redeem  these  stocks  at  an  earlier  period 
than  1838,  there  wonid  be,  upon  the  basis  of  the 
present  rerenue,  more  than  the  sum  of  $9,000,000 
m  each  of  the  years  1831,  1832,  and  1833,  disen- 
gaged from  any  other  objects  contemplated  by  the 
act  of  1816,  creating  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  appli- 
cable to  none  of  the  objects  of  the  Oovernment, 
unless  these  stocks  were  Cas  he  hoped  they  would 
be)  made  redeemable  in  those  three  years.  Gen- 
tlemen, he  said,  by  recurring  to  the  annual  report 
ot  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  would  be  ena- 
bled to  see  a  calculation  by  which  the  whole  of 
the  national  debt,  except  the  3  per  cents,  of  thirteen 
millions  and  a  quarter,  woiud  be  redeemed  in 
1839,  upon  the  basis  of  a  sinking  fund  of  8,000,- 
000,  commencing  in  1835.  If  this  calculation 
were  correct,  he  might  assume  that  the  whole  debt 
would  be  paid  in  1837,  ptorided  the  above  sink- 
ing fond  should  be  made  applicable  to  that  obiect 
as  early  as  1823.  But  gentlemen,  he  said,  had  asked, 
from  what  sources  a  sinking  fond  of  $8,000,000 
was  to  be  obtained  7  He  thought  he  could  answer 
that  question  satisfactorily  to  every  member  of  the 

It  wu  apparent,  that,  out  of  tha  revsDUB  of  the  plu- 
ant  jear,  the  Qoiemment  had  sppropriaied  ta  the 
Mtingilishnient  Dftheintcmt  and  principal  of  the 
public  d«bt,  the  mm  of         <        -        -  9G.T38,000 

Add  to  ihia  iam  the  probable  balancM  in 
the  Treunij  at  the  end  of  each  jear,  upon 
the  ^aaia  of  ibe  piSHiit  slpenditure      •     1,000,000 

And  tho  ■nm  which  will  b«  railed  annn- 
allj,  by  the  correction  oftho  duties        -     1,500,000 

And  the  sum  (rbich  will  be,  in  18S4,  disen- 
gaged from  the  pajmant  o(  the  deferred 
itoek 600,000 

And  the  inm  which  will,  in  1SS7,  be  diaen- 

gaged  from  the  Na»y  appropriation       -       MO .000 
And  joD  have  ihe  mm  of         •       •  $0,3£8,000 

Here,  then,  he  said,  was  a  surplus  of  9,333^000 
over  the  proposed  sinking  fund  of  eight  millions, 
which  sarplua  would  be  more  than  sufficient  to 
counterlalance  the  deduction  to  be  made  on  ac- 
covnt  of  the  two  last  mentioned  sums  not  being 
diieneaged  until  1824  and  1827.  If,  he  said^  he 
had  shown,  as  he  believed  he  had,  i  neon  trover  tibly, 
ibai  the  Oovernment  would  have  surplus  means 
to  constitute  a  sinking  fund  of  eight  millions,  ap- 
plicable to  the  public  debt,  in  each  of  the  succeed- 
ing seventeen  years,  the  first  groimd  taken  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  of  the  centleman  from  Penn- 

alvania  had  failed  entirely.    He  nould  detain 
e  House  but  lo  say  one  word  upon  the  second 


groond.  which  he  thought  equally  untenable.  It 
would  be  seen  by  a  recnrrence  to  (he  prices  of 
stocks,  that  our  six  per  cents,  created  in  1813,  re- 
deemable in  1835,  were  worth  105  to  106,  while 
Ihe  sizes  of  1815,  payable  in  the  year  1828,  were 
now  worth  110  to  111,  and  that  the  five  per  cents, 
payable  in  1830,  were  worth  as  much  in  the  mar- 
ket as  either  the  sixes  or  sevens  proposed  lo  be  ex- 


changed by  ihe  bill.  There  was,  then,  no  neces- 
ii^  tor  goin^  beyond  the  jrears  1831  and  1833,  to 
:fiect  (be  objects  of  the  bill ;  and  he  hoped  the 


House  would  agree  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and 
subsequently  to  reject  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Mebcer  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  recon- 
sider a  proposition  after  it  had  been  amended  1 
and,  if  so,  what  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a  re- 
coDsi deration  upon  the  amendment? 

The  Sfkaebb  decided  that  the  motion  to  recon- 

Mr.  Gambreleno  opposed  the  reconsideration, 
and  replied  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  fiom. 
Connecticut,  (Mr.  Toulihbon.) 

The  motion  (o  reconsider  was  further  supported 
by  Mr.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  Mr.  LowNnES,  Mr. 
Rhea,  and  Mr.  Ecstib,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Mii>- 
NOB  and  Mr.  Bccbanan  ;  when  Ihe  question  was 
tEtken,  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dwiost  to  recon- 
sider was  carried. 

The  amendments  of  Mr.  Milkob  being  then 
before  the  House  dt  novo,  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  same  coEleclively,  and  they  were  negatived. 

Mr.  CoLncN  then  moved  to  adjourn;  which 
motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  WiLLiAus,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  taken  on  yesterday,  upon  the 
amendment  of  Ihe  first  section  of  the  bill,  as  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Cahbreleno.)  Mr.  W.  remarked  that  he  should 
make  no  observations  on  the  motion  ;  and  for  his 
reasons  he  should  refer  to  the  remarks  which  had 
fallen  from  the  gentlemen  from  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
ToMLiNaoN,)  in  which  he  fully  concurred. 

The  question  was  then  taken  thereon,  and  the 
motion  to  reconsider  prevailed — ayes  77  noes  43. 

Mr.  MeBceb  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  main  question  on  Mr.  Oahbbblbng'b 
amendment  being  now  before  the  House — 

Mr.  Walworth  moved  to  strike  out  that  part 
of  it  which  had  been  added  this  morning  as  a 
proviso,  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndes.) 

This  motion  was  also  negatived. 

Several  questions  of  order  were  then  raised,  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  propositions,  positively  and 
relatively,  as  they  now  stood  before  the  House; 
in  which  Messrs.  Walwobtb,  Gokham,  Merceb. 
Rich,  Lowndes,  and  Gambreleno,  expresaea 
their  views  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  reconsider  the  vole  by 
which  the  House  had  negatived  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Walworth,) 
to  strike  out  the  amendment  of  the  gentleinatt 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndeb.) 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  negatived. 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1365 


HISTOEY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1356 


H.  or  R. 


Mr.  Cook  moved  lo  insert,  after  ihe  word  Trca- 
tvry,  in  the  first  &Dd  nineteeath  lines,  respectirdy, 
the  words,  "  under  the  super iDlendence  of  the 
President  or  the  United  Sutes." 

Mr.  Bassett  opposed  the  motion ;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  ateo  nega- 
tiTed. 

Mr.  F&RRELLY  renewed  his  motion  to  adjourn  ; 
which  was  B^in  lost. 

The  qaestioo  then  recurred  on  the  original 
amendment,  as  {miposed  by  Mr.  Cahbrel^mo, 
and  amended  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes. 

Mr.  Seroeant  observed,  that  he  would  vole  for 
the  amendment,  but  against  Che  bill  altogether.  He 
considered  it  in  the  light  of  a  bet  to  be  made  be- 
tween the  United  States  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
stockholders  on  the  other,  as  to  whatwould  be  the 
state  of  things  in  the  year  1825,  in  which  the  odds 
were  in  faror  of  the  Utter.  It  was  patting  our 
wisdom  in  money  matters  against  all  ilie  coirECted 
wit  of  the  United  States,  and  in  a  case  in  which 
the  Government  was  bound,  and  the  eiedilors  left 
free.  It  was  therefore  in  unequal  bargain,  for  we 
must  judge  now,  and  they  have  all  the  chance  of 
the  intervening  period  to  aid  their  judgment. 
These  calculations  were  their  Imde,  but  were  not 
within  the  ordinary  range  of  Congressional  busi- 
ness; and  he  had  a  further  objection  to  the  bill, 
that  it  was  imperfect  without  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Cahbre- 
LENo,)  and  that  amendment  required  the  proviso 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
LoWHDEH,)  add  the  whole  involved  the  Secretary 
of  Che  Treasury  in  a  dilemma,  in  which  it  was 
not  righc  to  involve  him,  and  from  which  no  ordi- 
nary good  fortune  could  enable  him  to  escape. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  tbeamendment 
of  Mr.  Cambrbleno,  and  negatived — yeas  36, 
ttsys  74. 

Theoriginal  bill,  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  ana  Means,  being  now  hefore  the  House — 

Mr.  Caribkeleno  moved  Co  amend  the  same, 
by  introduciDg  hi?  original  amendment,  in  the 
form  first  proposed,  without  the  proviso  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Lowndbb.) 

Mr.  Rbba  moved  the  previous  question,  buC  the 
motion  WR»nol  accorded  by  the  House — ayes  52, 

Mr.  F.  JoBNSON  moved  lo  lay  the  bill  and 
ameadBK&t  on  the  table.  This  motion  was  also 
nevaiived— ayes  50,  noes  68. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Aleb«ma  moved  to  adjourn — 
lost. 

Mr.  Cahbbbleno  withdrew  his  amendment, 
whereupon- 


was  in  order. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  motioD  was  in 

Mi.  Moobe,  of  Alabama,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
navs — but  the  call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  RiDB  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  in  the  sixth  line,  after  the  words  "  per 
annum,"  the  words  "the  six  per  cent,  stock  of 
the  year  1620  excepted." 


This  modification  was  assNited  to  by  the  (now) 

Mr.  Rica  then  further  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding,  as  the  second  proviso,  the 
following : 

"And  promdtd,  alae.  That  of  th«  wTcn  per  cent, 
stock,  snd  of  the  aix  per  cent  iiodc  of  the  year 
eighteen  hondred  inil  twelte,  inclniive,  no  marc  than 
tireive  mitlioos  of  dollar*  (hall  be  eichangcd  in  the 
m  inner  provided  by  this  scL" 

The  proviso  was  also  accepted  as  a  modifica- 
tion by  Mr.  McDrmE. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment, 
and  negatived  hy  a  laree  majority. 

The  main  t)uestion  then  rectirred  upon  ordering 
the  original  bill  Co  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Rich  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  whicn 
was  refused,  and  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr. 
Cbambbrb,  in  opposition  Co  the  bill,  the  question 
was  taken  thereon,  and  the  bill  was  rejected — 
yeas  61,  nay.<i  65.  And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


Satdrday,  March  23. 
r.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  Co  which  was  referred  iba 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  H.  Walley  and  Henry  G.  Foster," 
made  a  report  thereon,  recommenaing  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  said  bill;  and  the  bill  was  committed 
to  a  Comniitlee  of  the  Whole. 

The  House  look  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the 
petition  of  James  Randall  and  wife:  whereupoD 
the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 
and  accompanying  documents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MooRE,  of  Alabama,  the 
Committee  on  Ihe  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
fair  and  equitable  adjustment  of  titles  to  lots  in  the 
town  of  Mobile;  and  titles  to  land  derived  from 
the  Spanish  and  French  authorities,  which  have 
noc  been  embraced  by  an  v  former  law,  siCuated  in 
chat  part  of  Alabama  called  West  Florida,  and  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Wtck,  the  Committee 
on  che  Public  Buildings  were  directed  to  consider 
and  report  what  disposition  bad  better  be  made  of 
the  paintings  by  Colonel  Trumbull,  authorized  by 
Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bateman,  the  Commictee  on 
the  Militia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  provision,  by  law, 
for  the  more  equitable  enrolment  and  faithAil 
return  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

An  engrossed  hilt  from  the  Senate  to  amend 
the  laws  now  in  force  as  to  Ihe  issuing  of  original 
writs,  and  final  process  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  within  the  State  of  Tennessee,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Holden 
W.  Prout,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Joshua 
W.  Prout,  deceased^  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  CommiiCee  of  Claims. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Andrew 
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Exchange  of  Stoeka—OrdtrB  of  the  Day. 


Uitchdl  was  r«ad  twice  aod  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  aod  Meaos. 

Mr.  Sterlino,  of  New  Yorkj  moved  for  a  re- 
considenilion  of  the  vote  taken  yesierday  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Freelaud  aod  John 
M.  Jenkinfi,  when  the  question  was  taken  thereon 
and  negatired — ares  52,  noes  65. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sebobaut,  the  Honxe  agreed 
to  consider  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for 
the  belter  organization  ol  the  coutis  of  the  United 
Stales  within  the  Stale  of  New  York ;  when 

Mr.  Walwobth  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions 
so  to  amend  the  same  ai  to  provide  for  the  eitab- 
liiibmnit  of  a  circuit  court  ia  the  northern  district 
of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  SEROBiinT  made  a  few  remarks  in  opposi- 

Mr.  Walwobth  withdrew  the  motion  to  re- 
commit with  instructions,  and  proposed  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  generally ;  wheo,  oo  further  lootioD  of 
Mr.  Sergeaht,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  taUe. 

An  engroased  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary 
to  an  act  entitled  an  act  authorizing  the  disposal 
of  certain  lots  of  public  ^ound  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  and  town  of  Mobile,  was  ret '  ~ 
third  time. 

Mr.  Rakun  expressed  his  doubts  of  the  pro- 
priety o(  passing  the  bill  without  further  investi- 
gation, and  concluded  his  remsrks  by  moving  to 
recommit  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Cokdict,  he 
modified  b^  moving  that  the  reference  be  made  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  mcHion  was  further  supported  by  Mr.  Bot- 
LEB,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  J.  8.  Jobnbton,  Mr. 
Seroeakt,  and  Mr.  Cooic,  when  the  question  was 
taken  theteon,  aod  the  motion  negatived. 

On  the  final. passage  of  the  bill,  it  was  opposed 

by  Mr.  BotIiBR  and  Mr.  Williambok,  and,  the 

question  being  taken  thereoD,  the  bill  was  passed. 

EXCHANGE  OP  STOCKS. 

Mr.  Bavligs  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  taken 
yeatetday  upon  the  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  exchange  stocks  bearing  an 
interest  of  five  per  cent,  for  certain  stocks  bearing 
an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per  cent.  He  re- 
marked that  the  bill  bad  been  prepared  with  great 
care  and  attention,  and  after  much  reflection  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  had  been  decided  upon,  when  nearly 
fifty  members  were  absent,  and  he  thought  it  but 
fair  that  it  should  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Cook  observed  that  there  were  fewer  n 
bers  now  in  the  House  than  at  the  time  the  vote 
was  taken  J  he  therefore  moved  that  the  motion 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Sfeakeb  decided  that  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  (Mr.  Cook)  was  not  in 
orckr,  as  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  applied 
only  to  primary  propositions. 

lUr.  Hardin  thought  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  might  be  obtained,  by  recon- 
sidering and  then  laying  it  on  the  table,  and  giving 


it  a  final  disposition  when  the  Hotise  should  be 
■ore  full. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
>  reconsider  prevailed — ayes  65,  noes  61. 
Mr.  Rich  moved  that  the  subject  be  post- 
ooed  for  further  consideration  until  Tuesdav  next. 
Od  this  motion,  a  debate  of  some  length  took 
{dace,  in  which  Messrs.  J.  T.  Johnbon,  Coht 
,  ToHUNSON,  Rhea,  Habdin,  and  Rica,  took; 

r.  Habdin  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
substituting  Monday  week  for  Tuesday  next;  but 
'""e  motion  was  negatived. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Rich's  motion  was  then 
put  and  carried — ayes  77. 

ALTERATION  OP  THE  HALL. 
Mr.  Mercub  then  called  for  the  consideration 
of  a  lesoiutioo  be  had  some  days  since  submitted, 
relative  to  the  practicability  of  preparing  a  room 
in  the  centre  building  for  tnu  accommodation  of 
the  House. 

r.  M.  advocated  the  expediency  of  adopting 
the  resolution,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  on  the  same  side,  when 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  to  modify  the  resolulioa. 
if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Hsrcer) 
a  a  manoer  which  he  hoped  and  presumed  would 
meet  his  assent.    The  modification  was  as  fol- 

Retolved,  That  the  cinTtn  covering  ths  Hall  of  iha, 
HooM  of  RapietcntatiTei  b>  rauoved,  undst  the  di- 
ction of  the  Speakar. 

Mr.  tVooDBON  was  about  to  make  some  obser- 
itions  on  the  subiecc,  when  the  Spbakbh  re- 
minded the  House  that  the  period  had  arrived  in 
which  it  was  no  longer  compatible,  with  the  rule 
recently  adopted,  lo  continue  the  debate  on  the 
resolution,  the  hour  having  passed. 

Mr.  Wn-LiAHs,  of  North  Carolina,  mored  that 
the  resolution  and  proposed  modification  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  thereon  and  lost :  and 
the  Bpbakeb  decided  that  the  question,  (it  iNJng 
past  12  o'clock,)  was  now  from  before  the  House, 
and  a  discussion  took  place  upon  an  apfwal  by 
Mr.  McBCER  on  a  point  of  order,  in  which  the 
mover  and  Messrs.  Rica,  Wood,  Rhea,  Wii^ 
LtAHS  of  North  Carolina,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
Smyth,  Bdwabdb  of  North  Carolina,  and  Ab> 
CHER,  took  part,  when  the  decision  was  narrowed 
aod  the  appeal  withdrawn. 

ORDERa  OP  THE  DAY. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  in  the  case  of 
Lemuel  Fitch. 

The  report  was  unfavorable  to  the  prayer  of 
[he  petitioner,  which  was  for  exoneration  from  bis 
liabflity  as  a  surety  for  Ivory  Holland,  a  postmas- 
ter at  Richfield,  in  ibe  State  of  New  York, 

Mr.  Hawkb  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  in- 
serting the  word  "  not,"  so  as  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petition ;  but  the  motion  was  negatived  by 
a  large  majority. 
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No  further  amendmeDt  hariDg  been  offered,  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  ihe  same  to  the 
House,  where  the  report  of  the  Comraiitee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James  May  and  the  legal  repteseota tires  of 
William  Macomb,  deceas^,  of  Detroit,  and  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson,  when 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  same  sever- 
ally to  the  House  without  ameDdroeni,  where  the 
reports  were  concurred  in,  and  the  said  bills  were 
respectively  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Worlhing- 
ton,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Porier,  jr., 
and  a  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  swoid  imported 
for  Commodore  MacdoDough,  and  reported  the 
same  to  the  House  without  amendment,  where 
the  said  reports  were  resneetirdy  concurred  iu, 
and  the  bills  were  orderea  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  House  then  resolved  iLielf  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  author- 
ize the  State  of  Illinois  to  open  a  canal  through 
the  public  lands,  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake 
Michigan  and  Illinois  river ;  also,  on  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  examination  of  titles  to  lands  lying 
between  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river,  in  the 
consideration  of  which  a  discussion  arose  on  a 
propotitioD  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  not  to  require 
the  opinion  of  the  register  and  receiver  on  the 
Talidtty  of  the  titles,  Iwt  to  authorize  and  require 
them  to  collect  the  testimony  thereto;  in  which 
discussion  Messrs.  Haboin,  J.  S.  Johnston,  Ran- 
kin, and  Cook,  took  part.  The  amendmeatwas 
finally  withdrawn,  and 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  insert  in  the  S7th  line, 
after  the  word  "  emanated,"  the  following : 

"  And  it  ihtll  be  Ihe  duty  of  Iha  iiid  registei  and 
ncriver  to  procan,  receiie,  tnd  record,  all  evidsnces 
of  fnod,  or  ill  other  iTideocaa  which  un  be  obtained 
loinf  to  ihoff  that  the  claim  act  up  is  unfoandcd  and 
oughtnot  la  be  confinDgd." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  ;  also,  on  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  State  of  lUiooii  to  open  a  canal, 
&c.,  (being  of  similat  import  with  that  acted 
upon,  which  came  from  the  Senate,)  the  Com- 
mittee reported  the  first  to  the  House  without, 
and  the  second  with,  an  amendment,  aod  on  the 
third,  to  sit  again. 

In  the  House,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  Irom  the  Senate  to  author- 
ize the  State  of  Illinois  to  open  a  canal,  Ac,  was 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and,  af^cr  a  brief  cRscussion,  the 
leport  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  (with  tbe 
amendment)  on  the  bill  relative  to  the  examina- 
tion of  titles  to  land  between  the  Hondo  and  Sa- 
bine rivers,  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table ;  and  the  House  refused  to  grant  leare  to 
sit  again  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  (originating  in  the  House  of  Representatives) 
to  authorize  tbe  State  of  Illinois  to  oj>en  a  canal, 
Ac.,  the  object  of  the  bill  being  contained  in  that 


which  had  been  concurred  in  from  the  Senate. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

Mono  AY,  March  25. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  memorial 
of  James  H.  McCulloch,  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  port  of  Baltimore,  complaining  of  the  un- 
certainty in  the  laws  providing  compensation  for 
the  officers  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  various  constructions  given  thereto,  and 
praying  that  the  compensation  of  said  officers 
may  be  more  precisely  and  definitely  fixed  in  re- 
lation to  seizures  under  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  States. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 


,  from  the 

Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  Walker,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  WiLLiAUS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  hill  from  the  Senate,  en- 
titled "An  actforthe^elief  of  Matthew  McNair," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  McLanb.  from  tbe  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whicn  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
H.  Clark,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment ;  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Blaceledoe,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  made  a  reporL  accompanied  by 
a.  bill  making  appropriations  for  said  buildings ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sap- 
port  of  Government  lor  the  year  1822. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Nathan  Ford ;  whereupon  it  was  ordered 
that  the  said  report  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
on  the  petition  of  Jonathan  S.  Smith ;  whereupon 
it  was  ordered  thai  the  raid  report  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  State  of  Illinois  to  open  a  canal 


!  read  the  third 


open  a  canal  through  the  public  lands,  to  connect 
the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  tbe  Illinois 
river;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  May  and  the 
representatives  of  William  Macomb ;  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Gad  Wonhinglon  ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Solomon  Porter,  jr.;  the  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  a  sword  imported  to  he  presented  to  Com. 
T.  Macdonough ;  and  the  bill  for  tbe  relief  of 
John  Anderson,  were  respectirely  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate- 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Vam  Wyck,  the  Commiltee 
OD  the  Pablic  Buildings  were  iostrucled  to  ia- 
qoire  into  the  expediency  of  abolixhiDs  Ibe  office 
ot  Commiraioner  of  the  Public  Buildioffs;  and 
akio  tiie  expediency  of  tranaferriug  the  cluties  of 
that  office  to  tbe  Ko^eet  Departmeut. 

The  Speakek  then  stated  the  oexi  busineM  ia 
order  to  be  the  resolutioD  heretofore  submitted  by 
Mr.  Mercer,  with  the  modification  proposed  by 
Mr.  Tatlor,  which  had  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  Honse  on  Saturday,  and  the  further  consider- 
ali'oD  of  which  had  been  suspended.  The  Speaker 
remarked  that  his  first  impression  bsd  been  that, 
by  the  rule  of  tbe  House,  the  resolution  was  no 
longer  before  them,  and  could  be  retired  only  by 
being  proposed  anew.  But  from  further  reflec 
tion,  and  having  understood  tbnt  tbe  committet 
who  reported  the  rule  did  not  contemplate  its  be- 
ing placed  from  before  tbe  House,  he  was  inclined 
to  consider  it  as  unfinished  business ;  and  he  was 
the  more  satisfied  with  this  construction  (although 
it  was  a  new  case)  from  tbe  consideration  that 
the  rule  was  intended  to  further  the  convenience 
of  the  House,  and  it  would  be  more  convenient  in 
its  practical  operation  to  regard  it  as  tbe  unfinished 
bosineis  of  the  morning,  than  as  being  laid  upon 
the  table. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by 
Mr.  Sawveb,  when  tbe  modification  was  adopted, 
and  the  original  resolution  nesatived. 
Mr.  Reid  submitted  the  foUowing  resolution : 
Itaohed,  Thstths  Committm  on  tbs  Public  Build- 
ings tw  iD>tnlcled  to  inquire  into  the  ejpedienc;  of 
sabttitDting  ■  glau  ceiling  far  the  camua  now  cover- 
ing tho  Htll. 

AHer  a  few  remarits  on  the  subject  by  Messrs. 
Reid,  Mehcer,  and  Walworth,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  WhippiIe,  and  with  the  assent  of  the  mover, 
the  resolmion  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
FLYINti  MACHINE. 
Among  the  pelitions  this  day  presented  was  the 
following  by  Mr.  Milkor: 

■*  JamsB  Bennelt,  a  matbemalician  of  the  city  of 
Philkdelphia,  to  the  honorible  tbe  Senata  and  Houae 
of  ReprraenUtiTe*  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
CoDgnaa  aaaeinbled.  moat  reapectfally  showeth  : 

"  Tbat  jonr  petitioner  having  invented  a  machine 
by  nlucli  a  man  can  S;  through  the  air — can  soar  to 
any  haighl — iteer  in  any  diieelion — can  start  Bforo 
any  place,  and  alight  tvitbauC  risk  of  injury ;  and 
whereas  a  like  machine  has  nevsr  been  invented  in 
any  country  or  age  of  the  world,  so  aa  to  be  applied  to 
pnrpoMo  <A  practical  utility,  and  aa  it  i*  moio  than 
probable  that  artificial  flying  waold  not,  for  a  thousand 
yean  to  come,  be  brought  to  tbe  same  degree  of  per- 
fectiao,  had  not  jour  petitioner,  under  Protidence, 
■ecompliahed  iti  and.  as  it  muat  be  evident  to  ail  thai 
Letltr*  Patent  would  be  of  little  use  to  tbe  inventor 
in  cooseqnence  of  variona  modiScations  or  impravs- 
tnenta  which  might  be  made,  and  which  never  would 
faave  been  ihaught  of,  had  not  the  way  firal  been 
opened  by  your  petitioner  ;  Ha  therefore  soliciu  a  spe- 
cial act  of  the  Congiesa  of  the  Uoitsil  States,  to  secure 
to  him  and  his  hein  for  the  term  of  forty  yean,  or  for 
■uch  othar  term  as  in  their  wisdom  may  be  deemed 
jut,  the  rigiil  of  ateering  flying  macbinea  through  that 


"  By  gTantiog  jour  petitioner's  request,  tho  honoi 
of  the  invention  shall  be  conferred  on  the  United 
States. 

•'J.   BENNETT,  A.  and  M. 

"PHlLADlLeB.A,  Feb.    13,  1833." 

Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  lo  refer  the  petition  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Seroeant  opposed  the  motion.  He  said 
tbat  that  committee  did  not  undertake  to  soar  into 
regions  so. high.  Their  duties  were  nearer  the 
earth.  He  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. — Nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  Walwohth  moved  to  refer  it  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. — Negatived. 

Tbe  question  then  recurred  upon  referring  it  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  was  re- 
sisted by  Mr.  Sehqeaht,  on  the  ground  not  only 
that  it  was  above  their  reach,  but  also  that  they 
bad  so  much  business  before  loem  of  a  terrestrial 
character,  that  they  could  not  devote  their  time 
to  philosophical  and  srial  investigation. 

The  motion  was  lost  f  when  Mr.  Little  re- 
newed the  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table. — Carried. 

RBVOLUTIONAHY  PENSION  BILL. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  supplementary  lo  the 
act  to  provide  for  persons  engage*]  in  tbe  land  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  tbe  Revolu- 
tionary war. 

Mr.  Keyes  submitted  the  following  amendment 
to  the  first  section :  "  and  in  all  cases  he  shall  be 
'  considered  unable  to  support  himself  if  he  is  over 
'  tbe  age  of  sixty-five  years,  aod  bis  property  does 
'  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars." 

Mr.  Keves  observed  that  this  was  a  bill  sup- 
plementary to  two  acts  passed  by  Congress.  The 
first  was  passed  March  IS,  1S18,  which  was  favor- 
able to  a  certain  proportion  of  tbe  American 
Revolutionary  Army.  The  other  act  of  Congress, 
which  was  in..addiiion  to  the  act  of  1618^  was 
passed  May  1,  1820,  and  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr. 
K.,  it  bad  torn  out  a  part  of  the  bowels  of  the  act 
of  IBIS }  for  it  gave  one  man  authority  lo  drop 
from  the  pension  roil  as  maoy  men  as  be  sboold 
please — and  it  had  been  his  pleasure  to  drop  from 
the  pension  roll,  in  pursuance  of  said  act,  more  of 
the  old  soldiers  than  the  British,  and  their  allies, 
tbe  Hessians  aod  Indians,  ever  Aew  in  any  one 
battle  during  tbe  Revolutionary  war.  And  the 
Etrikiog  off  of  the  pension  roll,  is  the  cause  of  so 
many  prayers  and  petitions  being  presented  to  this 
Congress  from  the  old  heroes — slating  that  they 
wrongfully  struck  off  tbe  pension  roll,  and 
begging  Congress  to  restore  them  to  said  roll 
a^in ;  and  I  ask  Congress,  said  Mr.  K.,  what 
will  you  do  with  these  old  worthies?  Time  is 
short — I  me^n  it  is  short  with  the  remnant  of  that 
Revolutionary  Army.  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  make 
a  calculation.  Many  of  tbat  Army,  in  tbe  year 
1775,  were  rising  of  sijty  years  of  age  forty-seven 
years  ago.  Tbat  would  make  this  class  of  sol- 
diers one  hundred  and  seven  years  old.    Where 
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are  ihey,  Mr.  Chairman  1  They  are  all  in  their 
graves.  No  pensions  are  needed  for  this  class  of 
soldiers.  But,  sir,  generally  speaking,  that  Army 
were  from  the  age  of  forty-five  to  eighteen  years 
of  age.  Take  forty-five -and  add  forty-seven 
years,  since  the  commencement  of  ibat  war,  and 
It  would  make  that  class  ninety-two  years  old  at 
the  present  time.  I  ask  where  are  they  7  They 
likewise  are  all  in  their  graves,  or  neatly  all.  You 
will  not  have  any  pensions  to  give  them,  or,  if  any, 
but  few.  We  will  now  speak  of  the  youngest 
cla^s,  or  nearly  so — eighteen  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  forty-seven  since,  will  make 
(hat  class  sixty-fire.  This  class  is  in  the  evening 
of  their  days,  and  will  you  not  afford  them  a  little 
relief  I  Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  one  of  those  Amer- 
ican Revolutionary  rAeU,  as  the  British  were 
pleased  to  call  us,  when  we  fonght  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  thirteen  colonies,  and  I  well  remem- 
ber the  cold  and  hunger,  the  fatigue  and  slaughter 
which  that  Army  had  to  meet  with.  Yes,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  Revolutionary  Army,  under  the 
confederated  States,  underwent  every  thing  but 
death,  in  defending  their  country  from  the  oppres- 
sion and  tyranny  of  their  mother  country,  and 
thousands  and  thousands  of  them  were  slain  in 
that  bloody  and  awful  conflict.  These  old  heroes 
were  undoubtedly  the  bravest  men  tbal  the  world 
ever  produced,  ever  since  David  fought  Goliah, 
the  Lion,  and  the  Bear.  And  how,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, were  these  worthy  soldiers  paid  for  the  great 
services  they  bad  rendered  their  country?  I  an- 
swer, they  were  paid  in  rags,  made  into  Continen- 
tal bills,  which  bills  represented  gold  and  silver. 
But  these  bills  were  never  redeemed,  therefore  the 
soldiers  were  never  paid  according  to  contract. 
But  these  old  heroes,  af^er  they  had  spent  the 
glory  of  their  days  in  defending  the  liberties  of 
their  country,  sat  down  easy  and  contented.  No 
marmuring — no  complaint  was  heard  from  them. 
No  prayers — no  petitions  were  presented  by  them 
to  Congres.?  to  give  them  pensions;  and  so  the 
old  heroes  woula  have  remained  in  meir  poverty 
until  death,  had  not  the  Congress  in  March,  I8I8, 
of  their  own  free  will  and  accord,  unsolicited  by 
the  indigent  soldier,  passed  a  generous  law,  invit- 
ing the  soldier  and  .tailor  who  were  poor  and 
n^y,  to  come  and  take  a  pension  for  life.  Con- 
gres.->  pointed  out  the  road  for  them  to  come;  and 
what,  said  Mr.  K^  were  the  requirements  of  Con- 
gress in  that  bill?  I  answer,  the  applicant  was 
to  make  a  declaration  under  oath,  before  a  United 
States  judge,  or  one  of  the  judges  of  the  State, 
Territory,  or  county,  where  the  applicant  resided, 
stating  his  reduced  ciraiimstances,  and  need  of  his 
country's  help — the  time  he  engaged  in  the  United 
Slates  service — the  company,  regiment,  and  the 
line  of  the  Army  he  served  in,  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  his  discharge  from  the  Army,  and  what 
other  proof  was  in  his  power  to  make ;  and  when 
he  had  thus  sworn  under  oath  before  the  said 
jnd^,  and  tnade  what  other  proof  he  could — if 
the  judge  was  of  the  opinion  he  had  served  against 
the  common  enemy,  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  act,  and  was  in  puch  reduced  circumstances 
as  to  need  the  assistance  of  bis  country,  the  judge 


was  to  transmit  the  testimony  in  the  cas^  and  the 

Eroceedings  had  ihereon,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
■epartmenl  of  War,  and  if  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  soldier  or  sailor  comes  under  the  provisions  of 
said  act,  it  was  bis  duty  to  put  him  on  the  pension 
roll.  And  was  this  all,  Mr.  Chairman?  No- 
there  was  a  clause  in  the  act  which  provided  that, 
if  any  applicant  gave  false  testimony  in  his  dec- 
laration, ue  should  be  liable  to  indictment  for  wil- 
ful and  corrupt  perjury.  And  now  I  ask  every 
lawyer  in  this  Congress  the  question,  whether 
there  was  any  other  legal  way  to  have  dropped 
any  soldier  from  the  pension  roll,  except  to  first 
convict  him  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  ?  And 
I  am  fully  persuaded  that  every  lawyer  of  good 
understanding  will  join  me  in  the  opinion  that 
there  was  not  any  other  legal  way  to  drop  any  off 
of  the  pension  roll. 

Sir,  1  will  alto  ask  every  farmer,  merchant,  or 
mechanic,  in  this  Congress,  if  there  was  any  other 
equitable  way  of  dropping  off  these  heroes  from 
the  said  roll?  And  I  think  I  may  say  they  will 
agree  with  me.  No,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  act  of 
18th  March,  1616,  brought  rising  of  eighteen 
thousand  of  the  remnant  of  that  Revolutionary 
Army  upon  the  pension  roll ;  and  who  was  to 
UameT  The  old  worthy  heroes  were  invited  to 
come — and  after  they  had  taken  a  little  refresh- 
ment of  their  country's  bounty,  they  state  they 
were  wrongfully  dropped  off  the  pension  roll, 
whilst  others,  under  as  good  circumstances,  were 
retained — and  I  submit  it  to  Congress  whether  it 
is  not  cruel  to  feed  a  few  of  these  old  heroes,  and 
starve  the  rest,  or  leave  it  for  their  poor  children 
to  support  them^  or  for  the  towns  where  they  re- 
side, to  be  at  this  expense.  1  would  rather  repeal 
the  act  which  invited  the  old  soldiers  to  come  and 
take  a  pension,  and  let  them  all  starve  together, 
than  to  feed  a  part,  and  let  the  other  part  stand, 
and  look  on,  and  suffer.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  you 
have  put  your  Secretary  of  War  into  an  awkward 
situation,  and  extremely  difficult  it  must  be  for 
him  to  do  justice  in  this  pension  Itusiness,  to  the 
poor  old  worthy  heroes ;  his  living  at  such  ^eat 
distance  from  tnem,  and  not  knowing  their  indi- 
vidual wants  and  inability  to  provide  for  tbem- 
selves,  and  his  having  to  apply  to  the  Attorney 
Gieneml  for  his  opinion  was  never  intended,  I  pre- 
sume, by  the  act.  I  therefore,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  for  the  sake  of  giving 
relief  to  the  poorest  class  of  old  soldiers,  har« 
thoug;ht  best  Co  propose  an  amendment  to  this  bill, 
that  IS  to  say,  in  ail  cases  where  the  old  soldier  is 
over  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  his  property 
does  not  exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  he  shall  be 
considered  unable  to  support  himself. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  opposed  to  long  speeches, 
and  great  waste  of  time,  and  will  leave  much  for 
others  to  speak — and  will  only  say,  if  there  are 
any  of  those  old  Revolutionary  soldiers  in  Con- 
gress who  know  by  experience  the  fatigues,  dan- 
gers, and  hardships,  which  the  Revolutionary 
Army  had  to  endure  fighting  for  independence, 
I  hope  they  will  speak,  and  let  the  young  men  of 
Congress  Know  by  word  of  mouth,  the  suffering 
of  the  old  heroes  of  the  aforesaid  war ;  for  the 
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joimg  mea  who  hKve  been  born  since  the  begin- 
aiag  of  the  Revoluiioii,  know  but  little  oi  nothiog 
about  it,  only  by  feadiae  the  history  ;  nDd  reading 
will  ^ive  but  little  infonnatiaD,  compared  with 
enduriDg  the  hardship!  of  war. 

Mr.  MoHTOOHEaY  made  some  obserTalions  in 
fa* or  of  th«  general  provisioDS  of  the  bill,  and  an* 
nounced  his  intention  to  submit  the  following 
IH-oviso: 

Fnmded,  Howevar,  that  no  peraon  ahall  b«  raator- 
«1  totba  penaioa  liat,  nbow  «t*l«,  clew  of  all  en- 
CDmbt«Bee,  ahali  be  of  tha  Talne  of  thrae  hundred 
iloUua  or  more  :  And  provided  furtha;  That  tha 
'•idance  already  aobmittad  ihalL  be  deemed  corape- 
unt,  and  (o  anthorixe  luch  raatontiati. 

Mr.  Keygb  withdrew  his  amendment  lo  gire 
way  for  the  proviso  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
luciy  (Mr.  Momtoomeiiy)  which  was  thereby  in 

Mr.  Cocke  had  hoped  ibis  bill  would  be  suffer- 
ed lo  pass,  without  any  amendments  or  modifica- 
tiDDS  to  obstruct  it.  The  Secretary  of  War,  he 
observed]  was  left  lo  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  re- 
spectiie  applicants,  according  to  their  circum- 
stances, and  he  thought  this  was  a  far  preferable 
prorision  lo  that  proposed  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Parrellt  remarked  that  it  was  impossible 
to  do  adequate  justice  by  any  general  and  uniform 
rale,  and,  thereitore,  it  was  much  better  to  confide 
the  matter  lo  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary,  who 
caa  adapt  the  extent  of  the  relief  to  the  necessity 
that  requires  it. 

Mi.  MonraoMERY  replied,  and  suggested  to  trr 
the  principle  of  the  proviso,  hy  erasing  the  words 
"  three  hondred  dollars,"  so  as  to  read  it  in  blank. 

Mr.  Woodcock  opposed  the  amendment,  and, 
among  other  remarks,  ob^rred  that  he  had  rather 
leave  the  discretion  proposed  to  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  than  to  hold  out  inducements  to  the 
old  soldiers  to  reduce  their  property  to  a  sum  so 
small  as  to  obtain  the  relief  comtemplated  hy  the 
act,  and  he  thought  the  bill  was  sufficiently  guard- 
ed lo  attain  the  benefits  which  it  was  intended  to 

Mr.  Keyes  made  some  further  obserrations  in 
^ppori  of  the  proviso. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed  it,  and 
eipte$$ed  his  apprehension  that,  if  tne  sentlemen 
from  Vermiont  and  Kentucky  (Messrs.  Keybs  and 
Montgomery)  persisted  io  the  amendment,  they 
would  ddeat  the  bill,  and  he  proceeded  at  some 
length  in  soppoit  of  the  bill  as  originally  re- 
ported. 

After  farther  remarks  by  Messrs.  Moxtoohery, 
Cocke,  and  Fabrelly,  the  blank  was  proposed, 
by  the  mover  of  the  proviso,  to  be  filled  with  the 
MitD  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  the 
Question  being  taken  on  the  proviso  as  amended, 
me  same  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Alexanoes,  of  Virginia,  said,  in  order  to 
try  the  sense  of  the  House  as  to  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  he  would  move  lo  strike  out  the  fiiat  sec- 
•ioD,  which  was  extremely  obnoxious  to  him.  He 
was  not  so  mnch  opposed  to  the  second,  which 
resulted  from  die  necessity  of  the  ease ;  but  rather 
than  gain  thai  at  the  expense  of  the  other,  he 


wonld  be  willing  to  give  up  the  whole.  He  must 
confess  his  surprise  to  fina  his  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Cocke)  among  the  advocates  of 
this  hill,  who  had  at  all  times  evinced  such  a  di»- 

nition  to  economize  avery  department,  and  to 
]g  the  expenditure  within  wa  means  of  the 
OoverDmenl.  It  was  not  so  surprising  to  find 
a  support  elsewhere,  when  he  recollected,  al  a 
former  period,  that  every  effort  was  made  to  de- 
stroy the  provisians  of  the  last  act  upon  the  sub- 
ject, which,  however  reluctantly,  gentlemen  are 
obliged  to  admit  have  been  extremely  salutary. 
No  one  ever  thought,  under  the  original  act,  we 
should  he  compeUed  to  appropriate  three  mil- 
i; — ^  pf  doiinfs  to  carry  il  into  effect.  And  no 
can  take  upon  himself  to  say — not  even  the 
gentleman  fr(»n  Tennessee — if  the  bill  passes.in 
Its  present  shape,  that  we  shall  not  be  called  upon 
to  add  five  hundred  thousand  or  a  million  to  the 
present  fund  for  this  purpose.  These  contingen- 
cies, like  some  others,  wilt  be  presented  at  a  time 
when  we  are  least  prepared  to  meet  the  demand, 
and  will  have  to  be  put  down  under  the  head  of 
deficiencies.  And  I  do  deem  it  of  some  conse- 
quence to  know  what  will  be  the  probable  esti- 
mate, if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  entail  this 
system  upon  the  nation.  The  amount,  however. 
It  of  the  question,  and  I  am  opposed  lo  the  hill 
principle. 

Gentlemen  may  call  it  by  what  name  they  please, 
it  is  little  else  than  the  original  act  itself,  liable  to 
the  same  system  of  fraud,  perjury,  and  comp- 
''  ~i,  which  have  heretofore  oeeo  practised  upon 
Government.  For,  air,  what  is  the  character 
of  it?  It  provides  that  "in  all  cases  where  per- 
'  sons  are  stricken  from  the  pension  roll,  and  tney 
are  afterwards  from  any  cause  so  reduced  in  cir- 
cumstances as  to  be  incapable  of  supporting  them- 
selves, they  may  be  permitted  to  come  in  and 
takeadvantageofiheact  passed  in  1S20."  And, 
ny  word  for  it,  there  will  be  scarcely  one  who 
will  not  bring  himself  within  the  rule;  far  we 
know  bow  easy  a  matter  it  is  for  an  individual, 
if  you  prescribe  to  him  the  naiare  of  the  evidence 
required,  to  make  out  his  case.  It  is  in  tact  an 
invitation — aay,an  encouragement — to  ihosewho, 
with  a  proper  share  of  industry  and  exertion,  are 
capable  of  supportiag  themselves  and  family,  to 
get  rid  of  the  little  properly  which  they  have  as 
an  encumbrance,  by  putting  it  to  hazard  ia  dissi- 
pation or  any  other  way,  provided  it  does  not 
appear  to  be  done  with  a  fraudulent  intent ;  and 
(as  the  ingenuity  of  man  is  always  capable  of  the  • 
task)  well  knowing  that,  let  the  worst  happen, 
they  can  here  take  tne  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act, 
by  which  they  will  be  placed  in  a  more  solvent 
condition. 

I  do  not  say  that  it  will  be  the  case  with  all  of 
them,  but  that  it  will  with  the  greater  part  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe,  notwithstanding  your 
oaths,  youi  schedules,  and  every  thing  besides; 
particularly  when  we  have  been  told  that  an  indi- 
vidual who  once  claimed  the  honor  of  a  seat  on 
tills  floor,  and  it  is  presumed  stood  well  in  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  felt  no  scruples  upon  this 
subject.     And  with  such  high  examples  b«foK 
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their  eyes,  is  it  at  all  wonderful  that  they  who 
move  m  a  macb  humbler  sphere  should  equally 
disreeard  ihe  solemaiiy  and  obligaiioD  of  an  oath  7 

1  do  not  mean  to  dispeTage  the  claim  of  the 
BeTolutioaary  soldier,  bul,  as  my  honorable  col- 
league (Mr.  Kindolph)  very  properly  remarked 
on  a  former  occasion,  it  is  disparaged  oy  the  very 
&CI  itself.  For  you  know,  sir,  il  is  one  thing  to 
face  your  enemy,  and  another  to  tarn  your  h^ck 
upon  him;  and  no  one  will  pretend  to  say,  that 
these  are  equally  deserving  the  afiectjoni  of  the 
American  people. 

Gentlemen  tell  us  that  the  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier is  fast  hastening  to  his  home ;  and  the  one 
who  spoke  first  in  this  debate  (Mr.  Kbyeb)  under- 
took to  prove — what  is  reduced  lo  almost  arith- 
metical  certainty — that  the  first  enlistment  is  fairly 
off  the  stage,  and  the  last  well  turned  of  sixty, 
and  a  few  more  days  wilt  light  their  "  way  to 
dusty  death."  Yes,  sir,  labitar  el  lahetvr  is  applied 
to  the  progress  of  time,  and  I  wish  it  may  not  with 
some  propriety  be  applied  to  the  Revolutionaty 
course  of  the  soldiers ;  for  in  truth,  from  the  evi- 
dence before  us,  they  put  me  very  much  in  mind 
of  the  buckram  gentry,  who,  instead  of  diminish- 
ing, multiply  in  a  geometrical  ratio.  The  system, 
sir,  is  wrong  in  iuelf;  and  the  more  it  is  attempted 
to  be  mended,  the  worse  it  is  for  the  nation. 

Mr.  Whipple  regretted  that  a  bill  of  this  sort 
should  have  occasioned  debate,  hut  he  thought 
the  gentleman  last  up  had  mistaken  the  object  of 
the  bill.  Its  only  purpose  was  to  restore  the  law 
to  the  situation  in  which  it  stood,  prior  to  the  de- 
cisioD  of  the  Attorney  Cteneral  on  thesnbject;  and 
he  extended  his  remarks  in  favor  of  retaining  the 
first  section. 

Mr.  Cocke  explained  at  some  length  the  views 
of  the  committee  in  reporting  the  hill,  and,  after 
further  remarks  by  Messrs.  Shit^,  of  Maryland, 
Whipple,  Reid,  and  Walwobtb,  the  question 
was  taken  on  Mr.  A.'s  motion,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  second  sec- 
tion so  as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  section 
to  justices  of  the  peace,  but  the  amendment  was 
neiatived. 

Mr.  Whipple  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  part 
of  the  third  section  which  follows  the  word  "  en- 
acted," and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words : 

"That  pcniioas  gnnlid  apon  srhsdclei  made  nib- 
■eqaent  to  ihs  ptuing  of  this  ad,  ihall  commance 
fiWB  Ihe  time  such  achsdales  sball  be  Sled  in  coart." 

Tbe  amendment  underwent  some  discussion,  in 
which  the  mover  and  Mr.  SMtTH,  of  Maryland, 
look  part,  when, 

Mr.  Cook  proposed  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
Whipple)  by  adding  thereto,  as  a  proviso,  the  3d 
section  as  originally  reported  in  the  hill.  The 
question  being  taken  thereon,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Uicn  tnen  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"  Provided,  That  any  pension  which  ihBlI  be  grant- 
ed in  confomiily  with  tha  proviaiona  of  this  act,  and 
npon  evidence  beretofore  exhibited,  (hall  commence 
from  the  frnrlh  daj  ot  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-two. 


After  a  few  remarks  on  this  motion  by  the 
mover,  the  questioit  was  taken  thereon  aad  lo)t; 
when  the  original  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire  (Mr,  Whipple)  recun«d, 
and  a  decision  being  had  thereon,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Reed  then  proposed  an  amendment,  the 
purport  of  which  was  to  limit  the  beginning  of 
the  pensions  to  the  passage  of  tbe  act. 

A  discussion  ensued  thereon,  in  which  the 
mover,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Tract 
participated;  but,  before  a  decision, 

Mr.  Fabbelly  moved  that  the  Committee  rise 
and  report,  which  was  refused. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Mr.  Fab- 
RELLV  and  Mr.  Coceg;  when  the  question  was 
put,  and  carried  in  tbe  affirmative. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  bv 
inserting,  after  the  word  "  pensioners,"  in  tbe  13la 
line,  the  words  "shall  have  heretofore  furnished, 
or  hereafter  shall  furnish,"  &x. ;  when  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HENDRicxa  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  thereto,  as  a  second  section,  the  following: 

"  And  be  it  furlher  enaeled,  That  the  Seeretiij  id 
War  shall  be  authorized  to  place  on  tha  pecaion  litt 
aiich  applicants  (being  in  all  other  respects  embraeei 
by  the  existing  lawa)  as  mere  rendered  incapable  nf 
active  service  lor  the  term,  or  part  of  the  term  of  tbeii 
enlistment,  by  reason  of  wound*  or  disabilitiaa  receired 
while  in  the  lino  of  their  dalj." 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover; 
when  the  quvstion  was  taken  thereon  and  neg- 


And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  ever;  ofScer  and 
■oldier  of  the  Revolulionsry  army,  not  embraced  by 
the  proviiiona  of  the  peciian  act  of  1816,  wba  engaged 
or  enlisted  for  three  yean  or  during  the  war,  prior  to 
tbe  year  1780,  and  served  out  the  time  tor  which  he 
engaged,  or  waa  honorably  diaeharged,  alull  be  entitled 

to  receive,  if  an  officer,  dollara,  and  if  a  non- 

commiaaioned  officei,  musician,  or  private  aoldier. 

dollars,  per  month,  during  hia  natural  life. 

In  support  of  this  amendment — 

Mr.CceHHANsaid,theobject  of  the  amendment 
was  to  extend  the  bounty  and  justice  of  the  nation 
to  that  portion  of  the  Revolutionary  army  which 
he  considered  the  most  deserving.  This  portion, 
he  said,  engaged  in  the  war  without  bounty,  and 
served  vtrfuo^ without  pay.  It  endured  the  great- 
est hardships,  fought  the  battles  for  liberty,  and 
achieved  the  independence  of  the  country.  He 
would  not  pretend  to  do  it  justice  by  any  praise 
he  cotild  bestow.  It  might  suffice  to  say,  thai  no 
army  ever  deserved  belter  of  any  country  ;  none 
under  circumstances  so  discoutaging  ever  per- 
formed more  glorious  achievements ;  none  ever 
better  supported  the  character  of  a  patriot  army. 
But  I  repeat,  said  Mr.  C,  that  J  will  not  expatiate 
on  the  merits  of  the  Revolutionary  army.  Its 
prowess,  its  fortitude,  and  its  exploit;,  are  recorded 
in  history  and  applauded  by  the  civilized  world. 
These  speak  more  forcibly  in  its  behalf  than  the 
most  finished  eulogiunu. 
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The  imeDdmeDt  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cocke 
and  Mr.  Rhea,  and  lost. 

Mr.  Walker  submilted,  as  a  fortber  sectioo, 
the  fallowing : 

"And  he  it  further  enacted,  Tbat  tvhca  inj  *ppli- 
cant,  whoae  namo  does  not  >pp«w  on  tba  lolli  of  the 
Slate  ID  which  he  entuted,  ntablithes  by  hi*  owd 
oath,  iccompBDieJ  nilh  other  correfponding  ctrcum- 
■UDCH,  lo  the  Mtiareclion  of  the  Secretary  uf  Wir, 
ihat  he  did  serve  failbfull;  nine  monlhi  or  mote,  du- 
ring the  ReTolulionarj  war,  he  ahalt  be  pliceil  od  the 
pennon  liit :  Provided,  hoiDever,  That  the  judge  or 
olber  officer  before  whom  the  eTidence  ia  taken  ■bail 
cettify,  that,  from  the  moral  charncterarUiB  applicaut, 
no  doubt*  eiiat  of  the  tmlh  of  hia  declaration." 

The  ameDdmeut  was  aupporied  by  the  mover, 
and  lost. 

Mr.  Cannok  tben  submilled,  as  a  further  »ec- 
tJoD,  the  following: 

"And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thut  all  thoee  who 
bare  per&rtned  nine  mouth*'  ■errice  on  one  or  more 
lour  or  tonri  of  dn^  in  the  militia  or  volunteer  service 
duTiDg  the  Sevotutionary  war,  ahall  alio  be  entitled  lo 
Ibe  benefit  of  this  act,  and  also  the  acta  to  which  this 
ia  a  sopptenient,  under  the  lame  rules,  regulations, 
and  rettrictiona,  as  are  provided  for  those  of  the  Con- 
tinental service." 

The  ameDdmeDt  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
aad  opposed  by  Mr.  Wbipple,  when  the  queiiiou 
was  latea  thereon,  and  the  motion  was  orealived  ; 
and  thereupoa,  OD  motionof  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended. 

In  the  House,  ine  ameadmenls  reported  by  the 
Commitlee  of  the  Whole  were  respectively  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
insert  the  words  "  the  justices  of  the  peace,"  to 
take  the  evidence  of  application,  &c.,  in  addition 
to  Judges. 

Mr.  Cook  proposed  lo  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  of  the  peace"  af^er 
toe  word  "justice,"  and  to  insert  ia  lieu  thereof 
the  words  "  of  a  court  of  record." 

Thb  modi&caliou  was  assented  to  by  the  mover, 
but  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Wriqht, 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Gilmer  ;  and 
the  queation  being  taken  thereon,  the  amendment, 
as  nuMlified,  prevailed. 

Mr.  Alekakocr  moved  to  adjourn,  which  was 
lost. 

Mr.  McCoT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
which  was  also  lost ;  whea  the  bill  was  ordered 
lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readiag  to-morrow. 

Tdesdav,  March  26. 
Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  which 
originated  Id  this  House,  "  to  provide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  Missouri  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same,"  and  which  bill  was  reiarued 
from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  embracing 
also  the  States  of  Missi^ippi  and  Alabama,  re- 
ported the  eamewithan  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  to  the  following  effect : 


"  That  no  part  of  the  three  per  cent.,  dee.,  ■hill  be 
paid  to  the  Slates  of  Alabama  or  Mienaaippi,  until  the 
■urn  of$I,SS0,OD0,  stipulated  to  be  paid  b;  the  United 
States  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  the  CMaiou  of  the 
Hiaaissippi  Territory,  ice,  nor  until  the  whole  of  the 
Missiaaippi  itock  ihall  have  been  redeemed." 

This  amendment  was  adopted,  nnd  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  thus  amended,  was  concurred 


be  discharged  from  the  cousiden 
from  the  Benatp,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the 
act  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Baok  of 
the  United  States,"  and  that  the  said  bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  select  commitlee  appointed  on  the 
memorial  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the 
said  bank. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  pamph- 
lets which  bad  been  transmitted  to  him  as  Speak- 
er, by  Monsieur  Franclieu,  a  citizen  of  France, 
containing  a  projet  for  the  protection  of  the  lib- 
erty of  the  press,  which  he  desired  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House  of  Representatives.  They  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Blackledgb,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  made  a  report,  recommending 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  to  inouire  and  report  upon  the  proper  dis- 
position of  the  paintings  executed  by  Colonel 
Trumbult,  under  iheauthoritv  of  Congress ;  which 
resolution  f  being  a  joint  one)  was  twice  read  and 
ordered  to  oe  engrossed  for  a  third  read4Dg. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  House  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  a  resolution  submitted  by  him 
some  days  since,  relative  to  the  distribution  of 
certain  books,  and  proposed  a  modification  there- 
of, so  as  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pur* 
chasing  a  suitable  number  of  the  sixth  volume  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  which  bad  been 
recently  published,  for  the  use  of  the  public  Li- 
brary and  of  the  members  of  the  present  Con- 
Mi.  RicB  moved  to  amend  the  same  by  striking 
out  the  words  "and  the  members  of  the  present 
Congress."  The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  on  (he  resolution,  as  modified,  it 
was  adopted — ayes  55,  noes  46. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  the  progress 
thai  has  been  made  in  the  settlementof  the  arrears 
in  the  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Kstablishment, 
and,  also,  the  difficulties  which  have  interfered  in 
the  final  liouidation  thereof;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
on  tbe  memorial  of  Stephen  P.  Chazotte,  and 
others,  composing  the  East  Florida  Cofiee  Land 
Association  ;  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
said  report  be  commiiied  to  the  Committee  of  tbe 
wholeHouse,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  grant- 
ing to  the*  State  of  Alabama,  and  to  tbe  Territory 
of  Arkansas,  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
quarter  sections  of  land. 

Mr.  EcBTis,  from  ibe  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  made  a  report  on   the  Georgia  militia 
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claima  of  1793-3-4,  adverse  to  the  allowance  of 
the  same;  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  E.,  was  or- 
dered  to  lie  aa  the  cable. 

A  mcMsage  from  the  Senate  informed  tbe  Hotise 
that  the  Senale  hare  disagreed  lo  the  amendment 
of  ihia  House  to  the  title  of  the  bill  Kupplemental 
to  an  act,  entitled  "Ad  act  auiboiizing  tbe  disposal 
of  certain  lots  of  public  ground  ijn  tbecily  of  New 
Orleans  and  t(/wn  of  MMU,"  and  they  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force,  'An 
act  declariog  tbe  consent  of  Congress  to  acts  of 
tbe  State  of  Sooth  Carolina,  authorizing  the  city 
council  of  Cbarfealon  to  impose  and  collet  a  duty 
on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  portsj  and 
to  acts  of  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  authorizing  tbe 
imposition  and  collection  of  a  duty  on  tbe  ton- 
nage of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Saraonah,  and  St. 
Harr's,"  in  which  ihey  ask  tbe  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

Tbe  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union, 
OD  the  bill  concerning  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  Florida,  which  waa  reported  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  when  the  same  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  PaEStDSNT 
OF  THE  United  States  OD  ibesuhject  of  the  mili- 
tary fortifications  at  Dauphin  Island  and  Mobile 
Point,  accompanied  by  sundry  documents,  Tbe 
Uesiage  and  documents  were  read,  and  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  and  the 
Message  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[For  this  Message,  see  Senate  Debates,  March 
S7,  auU  page  345.] 

EXCHANGE  Of  STOCKS. 

The  House  then  agreed  to  consider  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ex- 
change certain  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  6ve 
per  ceuL,  for  certain  oiber  slocks  bearing  six  sod 
aeven  per  cent. 

Mr.  S.  Shitb,  proposed  certain  amendments  i 
the  bill,  in  order  to  meet  the  wishes  of  other  gei 
tlemen — the  effect  of  which,  if  agreed  to,  wiQ  be 
to  include  in  the  stocks  to  be  redeemed  by  Bve  per 
cent  stock,  the  six  per  cent,  stocks  of  1S14  and 
1815,  in  addition  to  what  is  already  embraced  by 
the  Mil. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
uid  the  further  consideratimi  of  tbe  bill  postponed 
to  Thursday  next. 

BEVOLUTIONABY  PENSION  BILL. 

!Aa  envroased  bill,  entitled  "An  act  snmilemen- 
tary  to  the  acts  providing  for  the  relief  of^  certain 
pMsoDs  engaged  in  the  bnd  and  naval  service  o~ 
the  Uniteo  States  in  ihe  Revolutionary  war,"  wai 
md  the  third  time. 

And,  on  the  qiwation.  Shall  the  said  bill  pass? 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative — yens  128, 
nays  33,  as  follows : 

Yus— Mauis.  Allan  of  Manaehnsetts.  Allan  of  Ten- 
ncMce,  Baldtrin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio.  BbjUm,  Black- 
iBilge,  Borland,  Brown,  Sachacan.  Burrows,  Bailer, 
Cambreleiig,  Campbell  of  New  York,  CsMSdjiChain- 
b«n,  Cocke,  CoMeD,  Condict,  Connsi,  Cook,  Orafta, 
Gnhman,  Cothbart,  Dane,  Dariington,  Daniaon,  Dur- 


fee,  Dnight,  Edilj,  Eilirards  of  Panuylvwiis,  Findlay, 
Fuller,  Gebhird,  Gitt,  Gorhsm,  Gron,  Harvej,  Hawk*. 
Hemphill,  Hendncks,  Herriclc,  HUl,  Hobart,  Ualcombe.  * 
JsckKiD,  J.  T.  Jobnion,  Kent,   Keyes,  KirkJand,  La- 
thiop,    Leflwich,   Lincoln,  Litchfield,   Little,    Long,      I 
Lowndea,    McCirlj,   McLane,    McNeill,    McSherry,      ! 
Msltary,  Matlack.  Hatson,  Matlocka,  Mercer,  Milnor. 
MilchelJ  of  Peaaijliania,  Monlgomer?,  MooreorPcnn-      I 
ayliania,  Morgan,  Murraj,  Neale,  Nalaon  of  Virginia.       I 
Naw.MewioD,  Overalrael,  Palleraon  of  Sen  York,  Pn- 
terton  of  PennajlTania,  Phillips,  Pieraon.  Pitcher,  Plu-      | 
mar  of  New  Hampshire,   Poiaa«tt,  Baokiil,  RmJ  of 
MaaaMhnaelU,  Reed  of  Marjland.  Rbe^  Rich,  Rogeii. 
Rom,   Rugglea,  Ruas,   Ruasell,    Sergeuit,   Sloan,   S.      , 
Smith,  W.  Soiitb,  Spencer,  Sterling  of  Canaeclicnt. 
Sterling  of  New  York,  StcTenion,  Stewart,  Stwldald. 
Swan,  Tajlor,  Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Tracv,  Trimble,  Tock- 
er  of  South  Caroliiit,  Tucker  of  Virgiaia,  tJpham,       I 
Vance,  Van  Renoaalaer,   Van  Wjck,  Walker,  Wal- 
worth, War&eld,   Whipple,  While,  Williamson,  Wil- 
aoD,   Wood,    Woodoacfc.    Woodaon,   Woman,    and       I 
Wright.  ' 

Nira — Maaara.  Alexander,  Archer.  Hsyly,  Barton, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Edwards  of  North  Csro-       , 
Una,  Gamelt,  Gilmer,  Eooka,  McCoy,  McDaffie,  Hat-       '■ 
calfe,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alahataa,  Reid  of 
Georgia,  Sanders,   Sawyer,  AithBi  Smith,  Tatnall. 
Thompaon,  Williami  uf  North  Caralina,  and  Williams       | 
of  Virginia. 

EXPENDITURES  ON  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com-      I 
miiiee  on  Expenditures  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
made  the  following  report:  i 

The  Committee  on  tbe  Eipenditurea  on  the  Public  j 
Buildinga.  report :  That  it  ippeara  from  the  •latement 
of  the  Commiuioner  of  Ihe  Public  Boildinga,  Uid  be. 
fuie  Ihe  Committee,  that  hii  diabaraamenta  on  accouut 
of  tbe  centre  building  of  the  Capitol,  during  the  jear 
1821,  were  aa  fbllowa,  viz  : 

For  toateriala S33,»e  SV 

Fur   freight,   wharfage,  drajage,  toola, 

smith's  bill,  fnel,  alatioaer7,&c        -         7,9S2  49 
For  compeaastion  toarchiUet,  clerk,  and 

threa  peisona  at  the  head  of  earven', 

stonecuUan',  and  carpentcra'  depart- 

manta a,«iO  00 

For  labor,  including  pay  of  flva  penona 

amployad  aa  foremen  and  overaoera  -       CSiOM  90 


Amaunt  aipanded  on  centra  buildti^  of 

Capital,  in  1331  -  .  -  -  $108,314  Stf 
And  there  waa  aipanded  upon  the  Pra- 

sident'a  Houae,  in  tbe  aama  year,  the 

•am  of 6,406  3» 

For  old  Eiecuiive  officea      -  -         fi,736  67 

For  ground  round  tbe  Capitol      -        -         3,017  66 


AnMuglBipandad  on  tba  pnUic  bgild- 
inga  and  Capitol  aqaare,  in  ISSl        •  9116,473  8 

Apprcpriattons. 

March  3,  1831.  For  ibe  work  on  cen- 
tre baildiag  of  Capitol,  in  addition  to 
unaspended  balaDcea  of  appropria- 
tiona  to  other  buildinga     -        -        -     $80,000  00 

January  1,  1821.  Tbe  unei^nded  kal- 
aaca  of  former  appropriationi  for  tbe 
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cutra  baUdinf ,  u  appaaN  Lj  the 
CoinmiwianeT'(  bttsr,  of  lb*  SSth  af 
Jiaaarj,  18St,  nu  -  -  -  - 
The  uneipeniled  baUnca  of  appioprU- 
tiooaof  the  111b  of  April,  18S0,  for 
wingaof  CBpitol  and  Senate  Chamber, 
iraiHreTTed  bj  act  of  3d  Marcb,  1831, 


March  3.  IBIO.     For  coveriog  the  oM 

Etccntivc  office*  witb  date 
Hareh  8,  18S1.     For  eoyttiag  the  raof 

of  the  Pravdent'i  Hddm  wilb  copper 
March  S,   mi.     For  grvdnatins   and 

improiing    ihe   gtronnd    arouDd    the 

CajMtol 


Fnnn  the  ibragoing  italemcDl  it  wiU  be  peicei*ed 
dlat,  with  tba  exccptioD  of  a  anaU  axcaai  ia  the  dii- 
buratmeDl  on  Capitol  aquire,  the  expeaditurea  have 
been  kept  within  the  appropriatian*  ;  that,  on  the  lat 
Janaarj,  183S,  there  was  an  uneipended  balance  of 
•fpropriationa  for  Ihe  centre  bniJding  and  wtDg*  of  the 
Capitol,  of  914,343  Ifl,  applicable  to  Ihe  work  on 
the  centre  building  ;  and  ihat  tba  amount  of  the 
misaaipendcd  upon  the  President's  Home,  the  old 
EiacnlJTe  offieea.  and  the  ground  around  the  Cap- 
itol, in  18S1,  ia  leaa  bj  t6,6Sfi  4S  than  the  amount  of 
eppropriatioM  for  those  objeeta,  by  the  aeta  of  the  8d 
of  March,  ISIS,  and  the  Sd  of  March,  18S1.  An  ap- 
pToprimion  of  9700  b;  the  act  of  the  3d  of  Mal^, 
1831,  far  improTamenta  ia  the  Senate  ChanbWi  and 
in  the  Hall  of  the  Houas  of  RepreaentatiTea,  and  in 
the  Ubraij,  i*  not  embraced  in  the  alioia  statement. 
The  eomnittee  are  of  opinion  thai  the  mateiiats 
wera  pnrchasad  at  moderate  prices;  that  the  labor 
was  jwocured  on  reasonable  terma  ;  and  that  tbe  fratk. 
has  been  ojecatad  in  a  lubalantial  and  workmanlike 


PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS,  *e. 
Mr.  LONO  submitted  Ihe  followiag  resolution  : 
Stttkei,  That  tba  Commitlea  on  the  Judicial?  be 
ioatnietad  to  in^nlra  into  the  eipediencj  of  Teviiing 
•ad  osntiBUiiig  in  tbrce  the  law  that  allow!  half-paj 
pennMu  la  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  sol- 
diers of  the  late  war. 

Mr.  LoHQ  observed  that,  noiwithstandins  the 
joBtMEx  of  (hi)  propwitioD,  he  was  aware  thai  it 
wotiU  probaUrmeet  with  opposition,  inumuch 
as  it  wotrid  be  attended  witb  some  little  expeiue, 
if  acceded  to.  Bot  he  felt  a  dM^ee  of  confidence 
that  this  House,  od  a  little  refleeticHi,  would  not 
be  dispoaed  'to  reject  it.  By  Ihii  lesolalion,  it  is 
propoeed  to  lerive  and  continue  in  force  a  law 
that  was  made,  no  doubt  from  the  purest  motives, 
for  tbe  beae&i  of  surriring  widows  and  orphan 
childien  of  deceased  soldiers,  who  died  in  the  ser- 
vice during  the  late  war,  but  now,  within  a  very  few 
dafa  past  having  expired,  before  all  that  it  was 
iateDded  for  have  had  the  benefit  of  it.  It  may 
be  said  that  they  ought  to  have  applied  before  the 
law  expired,  aa  there  was  sufficient  time.  But  the 
siiuation  of  those  nnfortunate  women  and  children 


is  well  known;  they  have  not  tbe  advantage  of 
the  earliest  infoTmation.  Indeed,  it  was  by  mere 
accident  that  they  ever  knew  any  thing  about  the 
acts  of  Congress.    Some,  however,  had  been  ap- 

Erizedof  it  through  their  friendsor  otherwise,  and 
ave  applied  and  received  the  benefit  of  the  law ; 
Others  ba.ve  now  applied,  but  unfortunalely  too 
late,  the  law  having  expired.  I  hope  it  wUI  not 
be  the  sense  of  the  House  to  reject  their  claims, 
merely  because  they  have  not  applied  within  a 
certain  day.  We  may  reasonably  suppose  thai  all 
would  have  applied  as  soon  as  convenient  after  ■ 
they  knew  of  tne  law.  There  wax  one  case  that 
had  come  within  his  knowledge,  and  lo  which  it 
had  become  his  duty  lo  attend  to,  wherein  all  the 
necessary  papers  had  been  made  out  but  one, 
which  was  the  relinquishment  lo  (he  right  of  land, 
and  consequently  ihe  petitioners  were  denied  that 
which  was  intended  for  them  b^  the  law.  If 
Coogress  should  now  refuse  to  revive  the  law,  the 
prospect  ihat  has  been  held  out  to  those  poor 
women  and  children  by  this  law,  wilt  not  only  be 
blasted,  but  the  expense  they  have  been  at  in  pre- 
paring their  papers,  will  be  lost;  he  therefore 
hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

After  receivinga  modification,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Seboeaict,  by  assent  of  tne  mover,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  refej  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business — 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  that  the  resolution  be  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table ;  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived, and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  FLOBtDA. 

Tbe  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  a 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  Territtwial 
government  in  Florida. 

Mr.  Hill  proposed  to  insert  in  Ihe  SOch  line  of 
seventh  section^  after  the  word  "  court,"  the  words 
"who  shall  reside  in  or  near  St.  Angu^Iine  alid 
Pensacola.  respectively."  Tbe  amendment  was 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Serqeant  and  Moorb,  of  Alabama,  when  Uie 
question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  negatived. 

Many  amendments  were  proposed  and  consider- 
ed ;  among  which  were  two  by  Mr.  SANnEna,  of 
North  Carolina,  which  gave  rise  to  some  debate, 
one  of  which  was  withdrawn  by  the  mover,  and 
tbe  other  was  adopted.  Among  the  genilemm 
who  proposed  or  spoke  to  amendments,  werc 
Messrs.  Allek,  of  Massachusetts,  Burton,  Rma, 
and  many  others. 

Mr.  MoNTooMESY,  after  a  few  prefatory  re- 
marks, snbmitled,  as  a  substitute  for  a  section 
which  it  was  proposed  to  strike  out,  the  following : 

Andbe  it furlher tnaeitd.  That  all  Ihe  piindplea  of 
the  United  States  Oonatitutien,  for  the  aecuhty  of 
dril  and  retigioua  freedom,  and  fi>r  the  security  of 
propertj,  and  the  aacrednesa  ot  rigfata  to  things  in  ac- 
tion ;  and  all  the  prohibition*  to  legialalion,  as  well 
with  lespect  to  Congren  aa  tbe  Legislature*  of  Ihe 
Statea,  be,  and  the  aama  are  hereby  declared  lo  be,  ap- 
plicable to  the  aaid  Territory,  as  paramount  acla. 

Before  any  decision  thereon,  Mr.  Colden  sub- 
mitted an  amendment  to  be  mserted  in  the  lllli 
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line,  on  which  a  questloQ  of  order  arose,  in  which 
Metisrs.  Archeb,  Barbour,  Montgouerv,  and 
Hill,  look  pan,  when  the  Chairman  decided  that 
the  moiioD  of  Mr.  Golden  was  in  order. 

Mr.  Seroeant  suggested  to  the  mover  that  the 
ohiect  of  the  motion  was  fully  provided  for  ia 
other  parts  of  the  bill,  on  aseerlaiament  of  which, 

Mr.  Golden  withdrew  the  Bmeodment. 

The  quesiioa  then  recurred  upon  iKe  aroeod' 
laent  proposed  by  Mr.  Montgomerv,  Id  which  a 
debate  ensued  of  considerable  leagtb,  in  which 
Messrs.  Trimble,  McDuefib,  Abcheh,  Bbea, 
and  QiLMER,  took  part. 

Mr.  Rhea  said,  ne  would  vote  against  striking 
out  the  section  under  consideration.  We  have, 
said  he,  lately  obtained  the  sovereignty  of  Florida. 
The  people  inhabiting  that  country  have  not  long 
been  comprehended  wiihia  the  territory  of  the 
United  Slates,  The  ninth  section  of  the  bill  con- 
tains three  great  principles,  namely  :  one  securing 
the  right  of  conscience,  one  securing  personal 
liberty,  and  another  securing  the  rigbt  of  property. 
The  people  of  Florida  (except  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  who  may  have  removed  there  either 
temporarily  or  permanently)  know  little  of  our 
Gonctituiion  and  laws ;  to  these  ihey  are  stran- 
gers. Many  principles  of  the  Gonstituiion  of  the 
United  States  require  laws  of  the  United  States 
to  carry  them  into  operation.  It  has  been  inti- 
mated that  the  Gonstitution  of  the  United  Stales 
covers  the  people  of  Florida,  and  that  is  sufficient. 
The  treaty  whereby  Spain  ceded  Florida  to  the 
United  States  might  as  well  be  urged  in  this  argu" 
ment  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
for  that  treaty  provides  for  the  security  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida  m  the  eniayment  of  their  reli^n, 
and  personal  liberty,  and  right  of  property.  The 
Con>titulion  of  the  United  States  provides  that 
new  Stales  may  be  admitted  into  this  Union  ;  ihe 
treaty  with  Spain  provides  that  the  people  of 
Florida  shall,  in  due  time,  be  admitted  into  this 
Union;  bat  laws  of  the  United  States,  providing 
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without  laws  of  the  United  States  providing  for 
such  admission?  This  "bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Territorial  government  in  Florida,"  pro- 
vides that  certain  laws  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  full  force  and  effect  in  Florida.  The  reasons 
urged  for  striking  out  the  ninth  section  may,  with 
equal  propriet)r,  be  urged  for  striking  out  the  eighth 
section  of  this  hill,  which  provides  that  the  said 
laws  shall  be  in  force  and  obtain  in  Florida,  be- 
cause the  eighth  section  of  the  Srst  article,  and 
the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales  give  power  to  Con- 
gress to  enact  such  laws.  That  tbe  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  shall  obtain  and  have  full 
force  and  effect  in  a  territory  not  included  within 
the  bounds  and  limits  of  tbe  territories  of  the  old 
thirteen  Slates,  or  either  of  them,  but  which  has 
been  acquired  by  treaty  from  any  foreign  Power 
since  the  adoption  of  that  Constitution,  and  that 
tbe  inhabitants  of  such  Territory  sbalt  be  entitled 
to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immanilies,  sanc- 
tioned and  confirmed  by  the  Constitution  to  citi- 


;tens  of  the  United  Stales;  it  appears  necessary 
and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  that  the  sovereign  people  shall,  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Stales,  enact  laws  prepar- 
atory to,  and  declaratory  of,  the  admission  of  such 
territory  to  a  paiticipation  of  the  rights,  &,c-  de- 
rived from  Ihe  Constitution,  and  afterwards  to  be 
admitted  a  State  of  this  Union  on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  one  of  tbe  original  States;  the  people  of 
such  new  State  will  then  have  their  full  repres^- 
tation  in  both  Houses  of  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  then  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  in  full  operation  in  and  over  such 
new  States  as  it  is  in  one  of  the  original  Slates. 

Religious  liberty,  the  right  to  worship  the  Eter- 
nal, agreeably  to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  is  the 
highest  rights  an  human  being  can  possess.  The 
treaties  made  by  the  United  States  with  foreini 
Powers,  by  which  territory  has  been  acquired,  do 
guaranty  religious  libertv — the  right  to  worship 
tbe  Eternal,  agreeably  to  tne  dictates  of  conscience, 
to  tbe  people  of  that  acquired  territory.  The  first 
article  of  amendment,  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  declares  that  Congress  shall  make 
no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion,  or 
prohibiting  tbe  exercise  thereof— the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  guaranties  to  each  State  a  re- 
publican form  of  Government;  and  the  Constitu- 
tion of  each  State  respectively  guaranties  to  the 
citizens  thereof  the  freedom  or  religious  opinion*, 
professions,  or  worship — and  the  citizens  are  pro- 
tected in  their  liberty  and  property.  The  9th  sec- 
tion of  this  hill  provides  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Florida  shall  be  protected  in  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  exercise  of  their  religion  ;  thereby  confirm- 
ing, by  the  Eovereien  powers  of  the  United  States, 
the  rights  which  iTie  Florida  Treaty  reserved  to 


This  ninth  sc 


lo  far  as  it  goes,  may  be  ci 


permanent  nature;  on  which  is  bottomed, 
as  this  bill  provides,  the  Constitutional  compact  of 
tbe  people  of  the  United  States  with  the  n«opie  of 
Florida;  this  section  declares  to  tbe  inhabitants  of 
Florida  that  they  shall  be  protected  in  their  liberty, 
property,  and  tbe  exercise  of  their  religion — and  it 
notifies  them  that  no  law  shall  ever  he  valid,  which 
shall  impair,  or  in  any  way  restrain  (hem  in  the 
freedom  of  their  religious  opinions,  professions,  or 
worship. 

In  ail  a^,  men  who  sincerely  worshipped  the 
Almigbty,inanymBnner  or  form,  have  deemed  the 
rights  of  conscience  and  the  freedom  of  religioas 
'  }ns  most  sacred ;  of  this  right  they  have  been 
tenaciou^  and  have  suffered  peneeution  of 
every  kind  rather  than  surrender  or  give  it  op  to 
tbe  arbitrary  will  of  others.  The  inhabitants  of 
Florida  are  presumed  to  be  tenacious  of  their  re- 
ligious opinions,  as  well  as  of  their  liberty  and 
rights  of  property.  They  may  have  been  informed 
that  tbe  Florida  Treaty  provides  that  they  shall 
possess  these  rights — they  may  understand  thai  they 
e  tobeadmitied  as  soon  as  possible  into  this  Union, 
idertbe  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  let 
the  ninth  section  of  this  bill  be  retained,  and  they 
will  be  expressly  informed  that  Ihe  rights  enume- 
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rated  in  this  seclioa  are  to  them  confirtned  by  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  quesCioD  was  tben  takea  upon  scrikiog 
the  lOib  section,  (of  which  Mr.  MoNTaouEii 
amendmeot  was  propo>ed  to  be  inserted  as  a  sub- 
stitute) aud  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Walker  then  niored  to  amend  the  bill 
to  authorize  the  people  of  Florida  to  elect  tbeir 
L^islative  Council.  Tlie  question  was  taken  and 
lost— tt«es  13. 

Mr.  Golden  called  for  the  reading  of  a  memo. 
rial  of  certain  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
piaring  for  the  suppression  of  slarery  in  Florida, 
and  which  had  been  referred  to  this 
and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended  to  the  House,  when  the  amendments 
were  recpectifely  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Hill  moved  to  amend  the  7th  line  of  the 
5th  section,  bv  inserting  after  the  word  "law," 
the  words  "which  ie  now  In  force  or  which  shall 
heteaftec  be  passed. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  McDor- 
na,  and  uegatired. 

Mr.  MoHTOOHERV  again  submitted  the  substi- 
tute he  had  offered  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  was  again  negatived. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  increase  the 
wages  of  the  llegislative  Council  per  diem,  by 
king  out  the  word   three,  so  as  to  allow  tnem 
allowance  of  five  dollars  per  day,  which  was  , 
as  was  also  a  subsequent  motion  to  make  the  com- 
pensation  four  dollars  per  day. 

No  further  amendment  having  been  ofiered,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  read- 
ing ' 


WBDSE8D4T,  March  37. 

Mr,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peli- 
lioQ  of  the  Geoernl  Assembly  of  ihft  State  of  Ala- 
bama, on  behalf  of  Colonel  Samuel  Dale ;  which 
was  ri.'ad,  and  thcTesolution  therein  submitted  u'as 
coDcurrtd  ia  by  The  House  as  follows : 

Raolctd,  That  the  Committee  of  Claime  be  di>- 
cfadgcd  trom  further  considering  the  petition  or  Sim- 
aelUale,  ind  that  to  much  of  it  19  relate*  to  ■  donition 
of  land  (0  tbe  prtltianer,  be  rcfrncd  ta  the  Uommiltee 
OD  the  Pubt]c  I.oaJn. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AEfalrs,  reported  a  bill  for  inslrucliog  and  disci- 
plining the  midshipmen  iu  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Stales  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mf.  LiTTLB  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
faabitantii  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
ibat  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace  in 
said  District,  in  civil  causes,  may  be  extended  to  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars ;  which  petition 
fvas  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  ns 
aforesaid. 

Orderai,  That  the  petition  of  James  Bennett, 
presented  on  the  25tb  instant,  be  referred  to  a  se- 
ITth  Con.  Itt  Sess.— 44 


and  Mr,  Milnor,  Mr.  CoLnEN, 
Mr.  Stevehhon,  Mr.  Fcllbh,  and  Mr.  Poinbett, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Coniniittee  on  the  Judiciary  on 
the  petition  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Alabama, 
for  permission  to  tax  certain  landsj  and  the  said 
report  was  agaio  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Warfield,  submitted  the  following  reso- 

Rctolted,  Thitihc  Committee  on  Rosdsand  Cantla 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  oxpedtency  of  appro- 
priating a  infGcirnt  lum  of  mane;  to  turnpike  the 
Kt  road  leading  from  the  City  of  Waafainglon  to 
idericklown,  in  the  Bcalo  of  Maryland. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  the  reso- 
lution was  negatived. 

Mr.  Re[d  called  for  the  consideration  of  a  reso- 
lution submitted  by  him  yesterday,  for  placing  a 
glass  ceiling  under  the  dome  of  iheRepresenatives 
Hall,  but  the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same, 
ayes  53,  noes  64. 

Mr.  Reid  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

lietohcd.  That  the  canvass  lately  covering  the  Hall, 

But  the  House  refused  lo  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  called  for  ttie  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McFarland.  The 
House  agreed  to  consider  the  same,  and  concurred 
in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  On  the  question  of  engrossing  the 
bill  for  a  third  reading,  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
CocKB,  Albxanbe^  and  McCov,  and  supported 
by  Messrs.  Cook,  Sterling  of  New  York,  and 
Moore  of  Alabama;  when,  after  a  further  amend- 
ment, at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  had  been 
adopted^  the  said  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading, 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  disagreement  of  that  House  to  an 
omendment  to  tbe  bill  granting  certain  lots  of 
lands  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  and  town  of 
Mobile,  6u:. ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Serueant, 
the  House  receded  from  iheir  amendment,  and 
the  bill  was  passed - 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  in  force  an 
act  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  acts  of 
tbe  State  of  South  Carolina,  authorizing  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a 
duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports  ^ 
and  the  acts  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  authorizing 
the  imposition  and  collection  of  a  dnty  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  in  the  potts  of  Savannah  and 
SL  Mary's,  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  joint  resolution  submitted  yesterday,  by 
Mr.  Blackleoqe,  from  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  relative  to  the  proper  disposition 
of  the  paintings  of  Colonel  Trumbull,  was  called 
up,  and,  by  unanimous  consent,  the  fallowing  sub- 
stitute was  received  in  lieu  thereof: 

Retoliied,  Tbat  >  committee  be  appointed,  consiit- 
ing  of  three  mem  bara,  jointly  with  aoch  committae  •• 
ma;  be  appointed  by  the  Senate,  to  examine  and  ra- 
pott  to  the  rsipective  Houmi  th*  most  aligiUe  diip»- 
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■UioD  to  be  miila  of  tba  national  ptinting*  ei*outad 
bj  ColoDet  Trumbull,  uuder  Iha  aulhoiity  of  CoagreH. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Muyland.  gave  notice  that  he 
should,  on  Friday  next,  call  up  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  ibe  support  of  Qovernment  for 
the  year  1822. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  FLORIDA. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  provtdJDg  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Terriiorial  government  in 
Florida,  with  the  amendments  adopted  in  this 
House,  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Akcheh,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said,  he  had 
proposed  to  have  taken  the  occasion  of  the  passage 
of  this  bill  to  hare  prei^nlcd  to  the  Houk  some 
views  of  the  matters  connected  with  Florida,  and 
having  aTowed  to  several  members  this  intention, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  stale  why  he  forbore.  He 
perceived  that  the  members  were  exhausted  by 
the  sitting  of  the  House;  and,  from  other  indi- 
cations, he  found  that  the  sense  of  the  Houoe  was 
clearly  against  the  commencement  of  debate  on 
the  subject,  la  deference  to  this  sentiment,  he 
waived  the  right,  which  he  bad  intended  to  have 
exercised,  of  declaring  his  sentiments;  and  he 
hoped  the  House  would  appreciate  the  motive  by 
which  he  was  actuated. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  without  debate,  and  carried  without 
opposition.  [The  bill  has  to  go  back  to  the  Sen- 
""■  ''  'n  the  amendments.] 


FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  deliv- 
ering up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any 
of  Ibe  States  or  Territories,  who  shall  escape  to 
anr  other  Stale  or  Territory. 

No  aueadmenl  having  been  proposed  to  the 
first  ceciion  of  the  bill,  the  second  was  read, 
when 

Mr.  CoLOEN  moved  to  strike  from  the  difier«nt 
parts  thereof  where  they  occurred,  the  words  " 
justice,"  so  as  to  limit  the  exercise  of  the  power 
contained  in  that  section,  to  judges  of  a  court  of 
racord.  He  contended  that  the  great  powers  con- 
templated, ought  not  to  be  given  to  justices  of 
the  peace,  who  were,  in  rank,  the  most  inferior 
officers  to  whom  the  administration  of  justice  ia 
confided. 

Mr.  Wbioht  replied,  and  observed  that  he  had 
no  great  objection  to  this  specific  proposition:  nor 
did  he  wish  to  extend  the  powers  contemplated 
by  the  bill  to  justices  of  the  peace,  but  contendi 
lliat  the  word  juttux,  in  the  bill,  was  used  in  I 
pcimitive  sense.    Mr.  W.  extended  his  remarks 
considerable  length,  not  only  in  respect  to  the 
amendment,  but  on  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill,  which  he  contended  were  in  conformity  to  the 
Constitution,  which  each  member  of  the  Hous 
was  sworn  to  observe. 

Mr.  MooBB,  of  Virginia,  obserred  that  he  felt 


strong  and  peculiar  interest  in  the  passage  of  the 
hill.  He  thought  he  should  be  correct  in  saying 
that  the  district  he  represented  sustained  an  an- 
nual loss  of  four  or  five  thousand  dollars  by  run- 
away slaves.     The  law  of  1793  was  inadequate 

I  the  object  it  proposed  to  efiect;  and  he  believed 

bill  of  this  sort  was  indispensably  necessary,  and 
urged  a  variety  of  reasons  ip  favor  of  the  principle 
of  the  bUl. 

Mr.  CoLOEN  then  withdrew  the  amendment  he 
had  proposed,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  to  test  the  principle  of  the  bill.  He 
observed  that  no  man  would  go  further  than  be 
would  to  give  efiect  to  the  Constitution,  which  all 
agreed  to  denominate  sacred.  He  was  not  one  of 
those  visionary  philanthropists  who  would  con- 
tend for  immediate  and  universal  emancipation, 
that  such  an  attempt  was  imprac- 
ticable, however  greatly  it  was  to  be  desired.  As 
a  primary  consideration,  it  was  first  to  be  deter- 
mined wnether  this  bill  contained  any  necessary 
and  valuable  provisions  beyond  those  already  ex- 
isting, and  under  this  view  of  the  subject  he 
examined  with  minuteness  the  present  laws  on  the 

.bject,  and  coolrasied  them  with  the  provisions 
of  the  bill.  He  thought  the  latter  were  inconsis- 
tent with  the  principles  of  liberty,  and  had  a  direct 
and  efficient  agency  to  promote  ibe  traffic  which 
had  been  carried  on  to  a  great  extent  of  seizing 
free  blacks  and  selling  them  for  slaves.  He  con- 
tended that  it  was  not  competent  to  violate  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty  merely  because  some 
districts  had  sustained  injury,  as  had  been  ei- 
I   by  the  gentleman   from  Virginia,  (Mr. 

Wbioht  believed  that  the  bill  was  suffi- 
ciently guarded  for  the  protection  of  civil  liberty — 
expreiised  his  devotion  to  its  cause,  a*nd  to  the 
principles  of  the  Coostiiution,  and  his  wish  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Coldeh) 
would  unite  in  guarding  the  bill  from  encroach- 


which  called  imperiously  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia,  against  the  motion,  and  by  Mr.  CaxH- 
BBRa  in  support  of  it,  Mr.  WoonoocK  moved  thai 
the  Committee  rise  and  report  progress,  which  was 
agreed  to^  and  leave  was  given  to  the  Committee 


THDRBnAY,  March  28. 

Mr.  SaiiTii,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Benjamin  Desobry,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SESUBAnT,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  8.  Tan- 
ner, reported  a  resolution  authorizing  (he  Clerk  of 
the  House  to  purchase  ten  copies  of  his  Atlas  for 
the  use  of  Congress ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seh- 


s  ordered  to  lie 


nihe 
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H.  OP  R. 


Ordemi,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judtciarf 
be  discharged  from  the  cou!<i deration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  sundrf  iohabitanU  of  South  Carolina,  re- 
ferred on  the  22d  ultimo,  and  that  it  lie  od  the 
table  -,  aUo,  from  the  conalderatioD  of  the  petition 
of  C.  W.  Neale,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia ;  also, 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Jamea 
H.  MeCullocb,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Ooromitlee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
ifae  bill  to  limit  the  compensatioa  of  marshals  in 

Mr.  Caupbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
cm  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Bamuel  Ewings,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  whole 
Hooite,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  lands 
and  salt  springs  to  be  granted  to  Ibe  State  of  Mis- 
souri, for  the  purposes  of  education,  and  for  other 

Mr.  Hekdbickb,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  Wil- 
liam Conner  and  wife,  and  to  iheir  children,"  re- 
ported tbe  same  without  amendment,  and  the  bill 
was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stbbliko,  of  New  York,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bi[l  directing  the  sale  of 
certain  tracts  of  land  in  ihe  State  of  Ohio,  hereto- 
fore reserved  on  account  of  salt  Bprings;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 
hill  makiag  pro  vision  for  the  survey  and  disposal 
of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Blais,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diencjr  of  allowing  additional  compensation  to 
William  Drakeford,  assistant  marshal  of  South 
Carolina,  for  taking  the  fourth  census  of  Kershaw 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Enoa  Terrv;  whereupon  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  said  report  k  committed  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  whole  House,  to  which  i»  committed 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  pc' 
tiuon  of  John  Thomas,  of  Ohio. 

A  mesnge  from  the  Senate  informed  theHonse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  Ihe 
appcHntmentof  a  jointcommittee  "  to  confer  upon 
■he  sabiject  of  sacb  disposal  as  may  be  suitable,  for 
the  natKHial  paintings  executed  by  Colonel  Trum- 
boU,"  and  have  appointed  a  committee  on  their 
part. 

The  resoloiioB  was  concurred  in  by  tbe  House , 
and  Messrs.  Biacelbimie,  Gohbam,  and  Van 
RHI88EI.ABII,  were  appointed  of  the  eommiitr 
the  part  of  Ibis  House. 

Mr.  Ramkik  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  which  is  lying  on  Ihe  table,  providing  foi 
examination  of  Ine  lilies  to  lands  lying  oeti 
Ibe  Rio  Hondo  and  the  Sabine  river  j  which 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  J.  8.  JoHXBTOK  submitted  an  amendment 
lo  cotutitnle  a  third  section  of  the  bill,  the  purport 


of  which  was  to  grant  a  right  ofpre-emption  to 
tbe  present  settlers  on  said  land.  The  amendment 
was  earnestly  advocated  by  Mr.  Jobnhtoii,  and 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Rankik  and  Cocke. 

Finally,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Steblino,  of  New 
York,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  James  McFarlsnd,"  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

VACCINATION. 

Mr.  Seboeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jit- 
diciary,  lo  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of  tbia 
House,  requiring  that  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  or  modifying  tbe  law 
of  1813,  on  the  subject  of  vaccination,  moved  that 
the  said  committee  be  discharged  from  the  furtha 
consideration  thereof. 

r.  BuBTON  said,  that  it  was  a  matter  of  much 
mote  importance  than  tboiie  not  immediately  in- 
ttreited  believed  it  to  be.  Ten  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, he  said,  had  lost  their  lives — and  by  whom  1 
By  tne  act  of  a  man  who  styled  himself  the  af^nt 
ot  the  United  States,  and  a  law  of  tbe  Uaited 
States  bad  placed  it  in  his  power  to  do  this  irrep- 
arable injury.  If  this  subject  was  not  to  be  in- 
quired into,  what  would  be  the  impression  on  the 
public  mind?  Would  not  the  boasted  protection, 
oflife,  libetiy,  and  property,  be  considered  a  solemn, 
farce,  if  the  lives  ol  our  fellow-citizens  were  to  be 
taken,  and  paraed  over  with  the  same  indifference 

if  there  had  been  so  many  cattle  slaughtered  f 

y  object^  said  Mr.  B.  is  to  repeal  the  law^  or 
place  tne  institution  on  «  more  respectable  footing, 
and  make  the  agent  in  someway  responsible,  that 
the  same  accident  may  not  again  occur.  He 
further  said,  he  believed  he  could  prove,  to  ihe 
satisfaction  of  any  impartial  mind,  that  the  present 
agency  was  not  only  a  nuisance,  but  a  nuisance 
of  the  most  dangerous  kind. 

Mr.  B.  then  moved  that  the  subject  should  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Messrs.  Bubtoh,  Hall,  Whipple,  Holcokbb, 
and  Dabunutoh,  were  appointed  said  select  com- 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  QOVERNMENTB. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
lee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatione, 
recommending  the  recognition  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  South  American  provioees,  and  pro- 
posing an  appropriation  to  carry  the  same  mto 
effect. 

The  resolutions  with  which  the  report  concludes 
are  as  follows : 

JUtohed,  That  tbe  House  of  ReprsMotalivM  ccncDt 
in  Ihs  opinion  siprssaed  by  the  Presidant,  in  his  Mas- 
saga  of  tbe  8tbof  March,  ISSS,  that  the  Amsriean 
province!  or  Spain,  which  hive  dackred  tbeii  inde- 
pendence, ani]  are  in  tbe  enjoymenl  of  it,  oagbt  to  bs 


be  inatmctsd  to  report  a  bill  appropriitiDg  a 
eiereding  one  hundred  thontand  dotlan,  lo  enable  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  give  dn«  effwit  to 
aneh  recognition. 
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Mr.  Thimble  ^id,  that  as  he  bad,  some  weeks 
past,  offered  a  resolutioa  requesting  the  President 
to  Bckoowledge  the  independence  of  all  the  South 
American  Governments,  and  b9  the  proposiiton 
before  the  Committee  was  in  accordance  with  his 
feelings  and  his  wishes,  it  might  be  expected  here, 
as  he  was  sure  it  would  elsewhere,  that  he  should 
say  something  on  the  occasion.  When  he  offered 
the  resolutioa  referred  to,  it  was  his  iotenlioa  to 
discuss  the  subject  freely  and  at  large.  He  would 
have  entered  upon  thai  discussion  with  much  zeal 
he  was  sure,  but,  he  feared,  without  much  ability. 
Happily,  the  Message  and  documents  had  given  a 
new  face  to  the  whole  subject,  and  saved  the  peo- 
ple the  uopleasaat  necessity  of  expressing  an  opin- 
lOQ  against  the  course  of  policy  which  their  fears 
had  prepared  them  to  expect.  Had  the  President 
failed  to  recommend  the  recognition  of  those  Gov- 
ernments, impartial  history — if  men  may  look 
dimly  into  futurity — would  have  torn  from  his 
temples  the  garlaud  which  a  grateful  country  had 
iJaced  there,  as  a  reward  for  nis  public  and  revo- 
iDtionary  services.  But  hebas  not  failed.  Faith- 
ful to  the  principles  which  gave  birth  to  our  own 
tevolution,  and  regardful  of  the  voice  and  wishes 
of  his  country,  he  has  recommended  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  all  the  natioDs  of  America.  It  was  a 
Message  of  good  tidings  to  twenty  millions  of 
freemen.  It  Gils  up  the  measure  of  his  fame,  and 
now  be  may  go  down  to  the  grave,  with  his  pa^ 
tiiot  compeers,  ripe  in  age,  and  full  of  honor  and 
renown. 

It  was  proper,  Mr.  T.  said,  that  he  should  do 
justice  to  the  Executive  on  this  occasion,  especially 
as  it  was  well  known  that  he  differed  widely  from 
the  Cabinet  upon  some  other  subjects.  Frankness, 
be  hoped,  was  still  in  fashion.  He  had  no  favors 
to  repay,  nor  disappointments  to  resent.  He  asked 
no  pension,  place,  or  office,  in  the  gift  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, nor  ever  would  so  long  as  he  retained 
his  scat  upon  that  floor ;  and.  fo  long  as  the  priv- 
ilege of  speecii  was  tolerated,  he  would  use  it  v.-licre 
he  ought,  to  dii'approve  with  firmness,  or  applaud 
with  candor  and  smcerity.  He  fell  it  hi'<  duty  lo 
make  some  reference  lo  a  distinguished  person, 
(formerly  the  presiding  officer  of  that  House,)  who 
had  always  stood  foremost  in  the  great  cause  of 
the  Patriots ;  bui  there  were  reasons,  well  under- 
stood, which  made  it  proper  to  be  silent,  and  those 
reasons  should  prevail.  But,  if  he  had  full  liberty 
to  .apeak,  what  could  be  say  of  his  late  colleague, 
that  is  not  known  and  felt  by  every  one?  The 
efforts  of  that  citizen  in  favor  of  the  America-s, 
aod  his  exertions  to  procure  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  independence,  are  well  known  to  this 
country  and  to  the  whole  civilized  world.  He  has 
erected  for  himself  a  monument  of  imperishable 
fame-~a  monument  as  broad  as  the  continent 
whose  cause  be  advocated,  as  high  as  the  towering 
Andes  that  rise  above  its  clouds.    Two  bemis^ 

Sherea  have  witnessed  his  exertions,  and  both  will 
old  his  services  in  grateful  recollection. 
Mr.  T.  congratulated  the  President  and  the 
country,  and  the  friends  of  freedom  every  where, 
upon  the  great  political  event  just  struggling  into 
birth.    The  friends  of  America,  he  said,  are  not 


called  upon  now,  as  formerly,  to  show  that  its 
Qovemmeuts  are  independenL  The  President 
affirms  the  fact,  and  none  will  question  his  ve- 
racity. The  letters  of  Mr.  Torres  prove  all  that 
is  material  to  know,  and  the  Message  admits  his 
siatemeuts  to  be  true.  They  are  known  to  be  so 
by  all  Burope  and  America.  Those  letters,  said 
Mr.  T.,  do  honor  to  the  heart  and  head  that  wrote 
them.  They  equal  in  merit  the  finest  State  papers 
of  the  age.  Colombia  may  claim  the  writer  and 
the  facta  as  her's  but  the  papers  are  the  properly 
of  nations.  Free  governments  will  preserve  them 
as  invaluable  treasures.  Such  a  man  is  an  orna- 
ment to  his  country,  as  his  country  is  an  ornament 
to  others.  Every  thing,  he  said,  from  that  Repub- 
lic fills  us  with  admiration.  The  valor  of  its 
armies — the  patriotism  of  the  people — their  devo- 
tion to  the  cause  of  independence,  entitle  them  to 
our  profound  regard.  But,  above  alt,  their  conbti- 
tutioo,  similar  in  all  its  important  features  to  our 
own,  is  most  flatteringto  our  pride,  and  most  con- 
soling to  our  hopes.  We  have  the  best  authority 
for  believing  that  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili,  and  Fern, 
are  advancing  in  the  science  of  self-government: 
and,  although  we  know  but  little  of  the  internal 
afiairs  of  Mexico,  yet  what  we  do  know  gires  as- 
surances that  it  also  has  a  Bolivar.  Much,  it 
would  seem,  is  in  the  power  of  Iturbide.  -  Let  us 
hope  that  he  will  not  sactiSce  bis  country  on  the 
altar  of  ambition,  and  that  Mexico,  like  Colombia, 
will  have  its  Washington. 

He  did  not  intend,  be  said,  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  a  history  of  the  rise  and  progress  of 
the  Revolution ;  nor  to  array  before  them  the 
great  events  which  had  conducted  the  Spanistk 
colonies  to  independence.  He  would  omit  a  sum- 
mary of  sieges ;  "of  battles  lost  and  won;"  of 
invading  armies,  and  the  means  and  measures 
taken  to  conquer  or  expel  them ;  nor  would  he 
digres.s  into  statistical  estimates  or  geographical 
details,  especially  as  all  the.-ie  were  fetter  known 
to  a  member  near  him,  (Mr.  Poin8ETt,)  who,  he 
hoped,  would  assist  tlie  Committee  with  his  in- 
forniBlion;  and  also  to  the  sentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Nblbom,)  both  of  whom,  he  was  sure, 
would  be  listened  to  with  much  pleasure  by  the 

One  fact,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  clear :  M  Out  Spmifk 
naiiMi  of  Amtriea  are  free.  They  have  all  thrown 
off  the  yoke  of  Spain,  "  holding  her  as  they  do 
the  rest  of  mankind,  enemies  in  war,  in  peace 
friends."  Bach  has  declared  itself  independent, 
and  all  enjoy  tbe  rights  of  self-government,  under 
the  guaranty  of  written  constitutions,  adopted  or 
preparing  for  adoption.  Hitherto  we  have  main- 
.tained  a  strict  neutrality  between  the  two  Spains. 
We  shall  do  the  same  in  future,  but  there  is  * 
period  beyond  which  nations  cannot  safely  refuse 
to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  each  other. 
No  statesman  has  asserted,  or  will  assert,  unless 
he  intends  to  invite  the  execrations  of  his  coun- 


trv,  that  we  ought  always  to  refuse  a  ri 
All  agree  that  we  must,  at  some  time  or  otlier,  act 
upon  the  subject.  Tbe  President  informs  us  that 
the  time  has  come,  and  there  ou^bt  to  be  but  one 
opinion  about  themanoer  of  making  the  acknawl- 
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edgmeat.  The  respecr  which  free  GoTernments 
owe  to  tbem-selres,  and  to  each  other,  ought  to 
decide  the  questioD.  It  was  the  known  usage,  he 
nid.  among  cTowned  beada.  to  send  ambassadors 
of  ine  bluest  rank  to  eacn  other,  and  ministers 
of  tbe  lowest  grades  to  republics,  and  for  that 
Tery  reason,  republics  ought  to  send  ambassadon 
of  the  highest  rank  to  each  other,  and  ministers 
of  the  lowest  grade  to  crowned  heads.  This 
ODgbt  to  be  decisire,  in  extraordioarf  cases  like 
the  present.  He  would  not  adrance  an  opinion 
as  to  the  number  of  ministers  that  ought  to  be 
KOI  out,  but  he  felt  himself  bound  to  sa^,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  country,  that  ambassadors  exlraordi- 
narr  ought  to  be  sent  to  Colombia  and  Mexico ; 
and  if  ever  the  best  talent  in  the  nation  ought  to 
be  selected  for  a  mission,  this  was  surely  the  occa- 
siaii.  If  I  free  people  ought  at  any  period  to  ap- 
pear in  all  their  weight  of  character  and  talent, 
tmyed  in  nil  the  pride  of  plain  republican  sim- 
plicity, this  was  the  time.  He  was  much  mista- 
■eo  if  the  country  would  tolerate  any  selection, 
mide  from  among  citizens  of  second  rate  capacity. 

He  did  not  intend,  he  said,  to  to  into  an  inres- 
ligation  of  tbe  ereat  agricultural,  manufacturing, 
and  commerciarinterests  of  the  American  nations, 
bat  there  was  one  or  two  suggestions  on  those 
subjects,  ]>ecutiarly  proper  at  this  time,  and  under 
existing  circumstances.  Il  was  well  known  that 
Europeans  had  been  endeavoring  for  years  past  to 
persuade  the  people  of  Spanisli  America,  that 
tbnr  gKricultural  and  commercial  interest,  and 
tJuue  of  the  United  States  are  hostile  to  each 
other.  Snch  assertions,  if  true,  would  have  no 
weight  upon  tbe  present  question ;  and  yet.  if 
false,  they  DUgfat  to  be  refuted.  Foreigners  had 
no  donbt  put  them  forth  for  the  purpose  of  crea- 
ting jealousies  among  the  nations  of  America, 
hoping  ibemselTcs  to  profit  by  the  discord  and 
confusion.  Fortunately  they  were  contradicted  by 
all  experience,  and  by  the  whole  theory  of  free 
trade.  No  instance  could  be  named,  in  which  an 
agricultural  people  bad,  by  its  competiiion,  brought 
rain  on  another.  Nations,  said  he,  hare  been 
niaed  by  desolating  wars,  by  repeated  invasions, 
by  rapine,  plunder,  monopoly,  opprcssite  taxes, 
and  wasteful  prodigality;  but  there  was  no  (ase 
in  which  industry  had  ruined  industry.  God,  in 
his  providence,  nad  placed  the  economy  of  na- 
tions on  a  better  basis,  and  blessed  the  industry  of 
man  with  brighter  hopes  and  better  prospecti<. 
Nothing  in  his  view  was  more  easy  than  to  show, 
(hat  the  leading  interests  of  all  the  nations  of 
America  are  in  perfect  harmony,  and  that  their 
prosperity  and  happiness  would  be  greatly  in- 
creased by  establishing  friendly  relations  and  ac- 
tive intercourse.  If  he  had  been  caUed  upon  to 
name  the  events  which  would  give  the  mosi  pow- 
erful and  permanent  support  to  all  the  great  in- 
terests of  our  hemisphere,  he  would  have  said — 

The  independence  of  all  the  Americas  : 

Tbe  independence  of  the  West  India  islands ; 

And  comroereial  intercourse  with  all,  upon  the 
basis  of  exact  equality. 

Mr.  T.  aaid  the  nations  of  America  had  suf- 
fered more  from  the  Kveriiy  of  commercial  inter- 


dictions and  colonial  monopoly  than  they  had 
from  the  cruelly  of  arbitrary  power — that  com- 
mercial vassalage  had  been  more  oppressive  to 
them  than  political  dependence;  and  that  they 
are  as  deeply  interested  in  the  establishment  of 
free  trade  as  they  are  of  free  government — that 
the  radical  change  made  in  their  political  condi- 
tion would  necessarily  be  attended  with  a  corres- 
ponding change  in  their  commercial  intercourse 
and  maritime  relations — that  their  case,  in  all  its 
aspects,  was  simitar  lo  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  would  terminate  in  similar  results — that  the 
e  emancipation  of  the  new  from  the  old  con- 
it  could  only  he  efiected  by  two  great  levotii- 
lions:  tbe  one  political,  the  other  commercial — 
that  both  had  commenced  in  the  United  States 
under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  and  were  pro- 
gressing southward  in  the  "  full  tide  of  successful 
experiment" — that  these  revolutions  had  been  pre- 
ieded  by  a  "wide  spread  range"  of  moral  refor- 
mation— that  the  new  hemisphere  had  produced  a 
new  catalogue  of  civil  maxims — a  new  family  of 
political  institutions — a  new  code  of  commercial 
regulations — that  all  civilized  nations  were  under 
tbe  dominion  of  two  great  social  systems,  differ- 
inz  widely  from  each  other — that  one  was  estab- 
lished in  tbe  Oeeidental,  the  other  in  the  Oiientat 
world — that  the  spirit  of  the  age  was  against  the 
Burooean  system — that  the  American  system  had 
invaaed  Europe,  and  spread  alarm  and  consterna- 
tion everywhere  among  its  kings  and  emperors — 
that  a  coalition  of  crowned  heads  was  created  to 
oppose  it,  and  two  millions  of  armed  men  embod- 
iea  to  expel  il  from  that  continent.  And  what, 
said  he,  are  these  systems?  What  is  the  Ameri- 
can system?  Why  is  it  that  it  agitates  two 
worlds  1  Why  should  kings  shudder  at  it  while 
their  subjects  bid  it  welcome  7  Of  what  is  it 
composed  1  What  is  the  element  that  thus,  when 
unresisted,  operates  unseen,  but.  when  opposed, 
launches  its  thunderbolts  at  diadems,  and  snakes 
the  nations  like  an  earthquake  ?  It  has  two  as- 
pects, two  essential  principles — one  political,  the 
other  commercial.  The  first  is  known  and  dis- 
tinguished by  written  constitutions,  representative 
^vernraent,  religious  toleration,  freedom  of  opin- 
ion, of  speech,  and  of  the  press.  The  second,  by 
sailors'  righL',  free  trade,  and  freedom  of  the  seas. 
Contrast  it  with  the  European  system.  The  po- 
litical character  of  that  system  is  aristocracy, 
monarchy,  imperial  goTernmenl,  arbitrary  power, 
passive  obedience,  and  unconditional  submission. 
Its  commercial  character  is  prohibition,  restric- 
tion, interdiction,  impressment,  eoloQial  monopo- 
ly, and  maritime  domination.  These  systems, 
said  he,  are  the  antipodes  of  each  other.  They 
are  sworn  enemies,  and  cannot  harmonize. 

The  American  system  is  free  government  and 
free  trade;  mooaichy  and  monopoly  is  that  of 
Europe:  But  the  European  system  is  artificial, 
and  will  perish  with  the  spurious  causes  that  pro- 
duced it.  The  American  system  is  natural,  aDd, 
therefore,  durable  —  natural,  because  il  spring! 
from  public  opinion — from  the  embodied  will  of 
nations  acting  freely  for  themselves;  durable,  be- 
cause il  reposes  upon  written  consiitutions.    Its 
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first  upearaoce  struck  the  despots  with  dismay. 
Our  ReTolutioD  gave  it  birth.  Its  nBlivity  w&s 
cost  among  these  States.  It  grows  with  their 
Biowih,  and  strengtheas  with  their  streu gib.  The 
impulse  of  the  age  accelerates  ita  motion.  Noth- 
ing can  impede  its  march,  because  it  moves  in  the 
majesty  of  national  opinion,  and  public  opinion 
is  a  power  that  cannot  be  resisted.  From  every 
zone  we  hear  of  Congresses,  elected  by  the  people, 
assembled  sod  assembling  to  establish  written  con- 
stitutions. The  system  spreads  like  light — its  rays 
fall  every  where.  The  nations  hail  it  as  the  har- 
binger of  peace  and  happiness.  They  act  wisely 
in  laboring  to  adopt  it,  seeing  that  the  people  of 
this  Union  liave  prospered  under  it  beyond  all 
former  parallel.  He  said  that  the  tendency  of  the 
American  system  was  manifest  to  every  stales- 
man.  That  its  political  progress  and  extension 
could  be  seen  by  every  ol»erver,  and  time  would 
develops  its  maritime  results.  A  single  instance 
would  explain  its  commercial  opeiatioD.  The 
Continent  is  free :  not  so,  the  Islands.  Europe,  as 
to  them,  will  continue  its  system  of  colonial  mon- 
opoly— its  system  of  interdictions,  prohibitions, 
ud  restrictions.  These  will  act  and  re-act  upon 
all  the  Americas,  but  more  especially  upon  Co- 
lombia, Mexico,  and  the  United  Sutee.  Those 
Powers  will  retaliate,  and  unite  in  their  retalia- 
tion. The  common  injury  will  find  a  common 
remedy.  They  will  adapt  the  counter-check  of 
navigaiioD  laws,  and,  by  simultaneously  protect- 
ing regulations,  exclude  all  foreign  tonnase  from 
their  ports  and  harbors.  A  blow  like  tnat,  he 
said,  would  be  decisive.  It  would  forever  pros- 
trate the  colonial  system  and  open  a  free  trade  to 
ail  the  Islands.  The  measure,  when  adopted, 
would  finish  the  commercial  revolution.  It  would 
subvert  the  whole  system  of  maritime  domination, 
and  restore  the  freedom  of  th«  seas.  And  thus  the 
Americas,  by  the  re-action  of  internal  laws  and 
legulationsj  well  concerted  and  well  directed,  may 
enTorce  their  svslem  of  free  trade.  Thus,  without 
the  waste  of  Mood  or  treasure,  they  may  sustain 
the  general  system,  and  vindicate  tne  rights  and 
lioDor  of  the  contment.  Hitherto,  he  said,  the 
American  system  of  free  trade  had  been  strag- 
gling, sinzle-handed,  with  the  European  system 
of  colonial  monopoly,  and  had  maintained  itself 
against  the  fearful  odds.  Hereafter,  all  the  Amer- 
icas will  co-operate.  The  subject  ought  to  have 
their  prompt  aitenlion.  It  required  a  careful  ex- 
amination, because  the  course  of  policy  u  be 
adopted  by  them  would  settle,  finally  and  forever, 
whether  the  American  system  shall  prevail,  or 
that  of  Europe  triumph  over  it. 

Mr.  T.  was  anxious  to  show,  for  various  rea- 
sons, that  the  great  interests  of  (he  West  India 
Islands  were  in  unison  with  the  interests  of  the 
Continent,  and  for  that  purpose  went  at  some 
length  into  an  explanation  of  (heir  present  condi- 
tion, and  their  future  prospects.  It  was  his  opin- 
ion that  they  would  soon  throw  00°  the  yoke  of 
Europe,  and  declare  their  independence.  Perhaps 
they  would  form  a  league,  and  Cuba,  in  that  event, 
would  be  the  bead.  Perhaps  they  would  claim  a 
guarantee,  and  become  dependeociesof  the  Ameri- 


can nations.  In  itny  event,  be  said,  they  would 
adopt  the  American  system,  because  their  ioltf- 
esLs  are  all  American,  and  Ibeit  moral  feelings 
and  social  habits  are  acclimating  themselves,  and 
every  day  becoming  anii-Buropean. 

It  was  his  impression  (hat  the  nations  of  Amer- 
ica would  derive  as  many  advantages  from  trea- 
ties, placing  their  commerce  on  a  footing  of  equal- 
ity, as  they  would  from  a  recognition  of  their  in- 
dependence. In  that  respect  the  United  Stales 
could  do  them  double  favors.  In  doing  which, 
she  would  herself  receive  an  equivalent  of  benefits. 
Geography,  be  said,  had  been  considered  as  the 
mistress  of  political  and  comeicial  policy.  All 
experience  had  proven  that  near  neignbors  would 
be  warm  friends,  or  open,  active  enemies.  This 
was  true  of  men  and  nations ;  and,  if  true,  would 
furnish  solid  reasons  to  justify  the  prompt  esiab- 
lisbment  of  frieadly  intercourse.  It  was  his  deci- 
ded opinion  that  treaties  of  amity,  commerce,  and 
navigation,  should  be  made  with  all  the  Americas 
as  soon  as  possible,  but  especially  with  Colombia 
and  Mexico.  The  existing  interests  of  (he  Con- 
tinent, as  well  as  its  fu(ure  peace  and  harmony, 
require  it.  That  our  ambiiEsadors,  when  sent, 
ought  to  be  instructed  to  oegoiiaie  such  ireatiea. 
That  those  treaties  ought  to  be  discussed  and 
formed  upon  (he  basis  of  exact  equality — of  perfect 
reciprocity.  That  nothing  should  be  asked  onaay 
side,  or  granted,  that  would  becomeonerous  to  the 
others.  Let  all,  he  said,  start  fairly  in  the  race  of 
emulation,  and  each  would  lend  a  helping  hand 
in  times  of  need.  Nations  rarely  change  their 
course,  and,  therefore,  should  be  careful  at  the  out- 
set. He  hoped  that  (be  great  elementary  princi- 
ples of  political  and  moral  justice  would  be  con- 
sulted by  the  Americas,  at  the  commmcement  of 
Ibeirdiplomattcintercourse.  Thenatiunsof Amer- 
ica, he  said,  by  acting  as  they  ought  to  do,  would 
have  the  honor  of  establishing  (hree  new  systems — 
a  system  of  free  government,  a  system  of  free  trade, 
and  asystemofhonestifair  diplomacy.  That,  in  jus- 
tice to  themselves,  tbey  ought  to  disabuse  the  repo- 
tation  of  Republics,  by  an  aojuration  of  all  diplomat- 
ic chicanery  and  treacherous  overreachings.  That 
each  nation  ought  to  do  every  thingwithin  its  powcx 
for  ^the  preservation  and  prosperity  of  all,  and  that 
none  should  strive  to  strengthen  or  enrich  them- 
selves at  the  expense  of  each  other.  That  each 
ought  to  be  left  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  all  its  na- 
tural advantages,  and  none  be  made  the  victims  of 


advantages 


treachery  a 


false  picteii 


clandestine  treachery  or  odious  extortion.  Thalaill 
ces  or  deiteroDs 
!n  jealousy,  and 
discord,  and  disruption.  That  it  is  the  sacred  dutj 
of  nations  to  preserve  equality  in  treaties,  and  that 
(he  Americas  are  called  upon,  in  an  especial  man- 
ner, to  give  the  world  examples  of  disinterested 
jusdce  and  magnanimous  forbearance.  That  iheir 
prosperity  and  happiness  would  be  best  promoted 
by  adopting  a  liberal  policy,  in  which  the  various 
interests  of  ail  shall  be  ei^ually  consulted.  That  it 
was  ihe  peculiar  good  tortuae  of  the  nations  of 
America  to  have  the  power  of  affording  equal  pro- 
tection  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  each  o(her, 
without  any  violations  of  neutrality.    That  if,  in 
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mikjog  the  ezperim^ot  of  social  intercourse,  tny 
discrrpBDcy  of  interest  should  be  fouDd,  (n  tbiug 
not  probable,}  eaeb  tialioa  ougbt  to  yield  soiae- 
ihitig  for  the  parpose  of  iusuriog  geoerel  hnrmony 
and  coDcord.  That  the  United  States  ougbt  to 
set  the  first  exa  tuple,  b^  making  the  6rst  and  great- 
est sacrifice.  Tbal  disinterested  liberality  on  her 
Sin  would  find  its  equiTalenl  in  the  generous  con- 
denee  of  her  sister  Republics. 
He  had  great  satisfaclian  in  uttering  these  sen- 
limenis,  because  he  kuev  that  they  were  in  unison 
with  ihoie  of  the  most  iafluential  and  enlightened 
^tesmen  of  Colombia ;  and  he  believed,  ot  all  the 
nations  of  AinertcB.  They  ought,  in  his  opinion, 
[o  have  fall  weight  in  the  propo^d  negotiations, 
because  they  were  the  strongest  guarantees  of  per- 
petual frieodsbip ;  the  best  equivalents  for  treaties ; 
the  sorest  pledges  for  ibefaitb  of  nations;  pledges, 
which  the  European  system  of  diplomacy  had 
never  given,  and  conid  not  give;  equivalents,  be- 
yond Ibe  power  or  control  of  monopoly  or  domi- 
aatioo. 

If,  said  he,  we  consider  this  subject  in  reference 
to  ourselves,  and  our  relations,  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, we  sbalt  find  no  solid  reasons  for  delay. 
Ifweeansiilt  tbe  great  political  and  commercial 
JQlemb  of  tbe  Americans,  we  shall  find  induce- 
ments to  hasten  tbe  acknowledgment  It  is  arreed, 
he  said,  that  those  nations  are  able  to  maintain 
their  independence.  That  their  means  of  defence 
are  superior  lo  any  armament  with  which  the 
ntothcr  country  can  assail  them.  That  ibey  exer- 
cise all  tbe  various  powers  of  self-government, 
legislative,  eiecutive,  and  judicial;  the  powers  of 
peace  and  war;  of  protection  and  defence.  That 
they  make  and  adoiinisler  domestic  taws,  and 
resiilale  ail  intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  and 
eoTorce  these  regulations.  In  this  situation  we 
must  either  recognise  them  as  free  and  indepen- 
dent, or  pot  them  in  abeyance,  by  a  denial  of  their 
rights,  and  thereby  incur  all  the  injuries  which 
might  justly  be  inflicted  on  our  commerce  with 
them.  No  nation  has  a  right  to  ask  another  to  do 
itself  a  voluntary  injury — the  laws  of  neutrality 
do  not  involve  sacb  daogertms  and  onerous  conse- 
qaenceti — Governments,  like  men,  owe  duties  to 
each  other,  and  a  failure  to  perform  them  is  oftm 
panished  by  national  compunction,  and  forfeiture 
of  reputation.  The  first  doty  of  one  people  to 
another  is,  to  declare  who  shall  be  respected  as 
membersof  the  great  family  of  nations — the  power, 
and  the  right  to  do  so,  exists  in  every  government, 
nomatierwhatmaybe  its  form.  There  is  no  other 
mode,  save  that  of  military  force,  by  which  the 
peace  and  harmony  of  nations  can  be  kept  in  pre- 
servation. And  shall  the  people  of  this  continent 
forego  the  advantages  of  Tree  and  friendly  inter- 
coarse,  to  indulge  tne  mother  country  in  her  love 
of  dominion?  Shall  we,  as  a  nation,  stifie  all 
oar  sympathies  in  favor  of  free  governments,  to 
grattly  the  vain  glorious  pride  of  Spain?  If  we 
do,  ive  shall  betray  the  rights  and  interests  of  re- 
publics. Heaven,  in  giving  freedom  to  us  first, 
made  it  onr  primal  eldest  duty  to  go  forth  first, 
and  acknowledge  it  in  others.  Honor  and  duty 
call  alike  upon  us  to  perform  the  rightful  obliga- 


tion. The  same  Providence  that  gave  us  succor 
in  the  perils  of  onr  Revolutionary  struggle,  is  con- 
ducting the  other  nations  of  America,  through 
bloody  wars,  to  peace  and  independence.  Our 
approbation  may  inspire  them  with  fresh  confi- 
dence, and  stimulate  toeir  love  of  liberty.  If  there 
are  any  who  have  fears  that  the  proposed  acknow- 
ledgment will  produce  a  war  with  Spain,  let  then 
remember  that  Cuba  is  a  hostage  for  her  peae«. 
The  moment  she  fires  a  gun  at  tis,  we  shall  occupy 
that  island,  and  her  dominion  over  it  will  cease 
forever.  And  Eogland,  in  aiding  Spain,  would 
only  hasten  the  downfall  of  her  favorite  colonial 
system — a  coalition  between  Colombia,  Mexico, 
and  the  United  Slates,  would  convince  her  of  her 
folly.  It  would  be  better  for  us  if  our  statesmen 
would  look  less  eastward,  and  more  southward 
than  they  do  at  present. 

Some  statesmen  hold,  he  said,  that  nations, 
whose  political  principles  and  opinions  have  been 
formed  in  the  school  of  despotism,  must  undergd 
long  periods  of  probationary  preparation,  before 
they  can  be  qualified  to  manage  the  affairs  of  self- 
government.  This  is  but  a  modification  of  tbe 
exploded  maxim,  "  that  the  people  know  not  how 
to  govern," — that  kings  must  save  them  fromtbeh 
worst  enemies,  themsdvea.  Such  opinions,  if  tru& 
form  no  argument  against  the  policy  or  justice  of 
acknowledging  the  nations  of  America.  If  true, 
in  former  ages,  and  on  the  old  continent,  tbey  are 
more  than  doubtful  in  modern  times,  and  in  the 
new  hemisphere.  The  fact  is,  tbal  the  present  and 
past  ages  are  alike  in  nothing.  The  whole  civilized 
world  is  nnder  the  dominion  of  a  different  mind. 
Men  and  nations  are  shaking  ofi'lheir  mental  imbe- 
cilities, and  preparing  ihenuelves  to  regulate  their 
own  affairs.  It  was  necessary  that  moral  regea- 
enlion  should  precede  political  reform  :  and  tbas 
it  has  happened.  A  great  moral  revolution  has 
occurred,  and  is  occurring.  The  spirit  of  tbe  age 
is  busy — reformation  is  every  where  at  work,  and 
upon  all  subjects.  We  see  the  beginning,  not  tbe 
end  of  revolutions.  No  statesman,  no  nation, 
should  mistake  the  character  and  fashion  of  the 
times.  Every  thing,  in  fifty  years,  has  changed, 
and  every  thing  is  changing.  "  Nothing  of  the 
future  will  resemble  what  is  past."  We  live  in 
the  crisis  of  all  ages.  The  whole  civilized  world 
IE  laboring  in  a  crisis — a  great  moral  crisis — a 
Treat  political  crisis — a  ^eat  commercial  crisia. 
Nations  have  changed  their  moral  characters,  and 
political  opinions,  and  Qovernmenis  must  change 
their  form  and  purpose.  Formerly,  the  sword 
was  umpire  of  the  world ;  and  then  the  raaiim 
grew,  that  nations  were  incapable  of  self-com- 
mand. Now,  public  opinion  is  the  great  ehancd- 
lor  of  nations.  All  tongues  and  kindreds  own  ita 
jurisdiction,  and  kings  and  subjects  are  submissive 
to  its  rule;  nore  dare  oppose  its  high  HUthorily— 
none  with  impunity  resist  its  just  decrees.  Waia 
were  fought  formerly,  for  families,  and  dynasties; 
fortherightsof  thrones,  and  prerogatives  of  crowns; 
and  then,  the  people  were  assuredly  their  own 
worst  enemies.  Now.  men  fight  for  written  con- 
stitutions ;  for  the  rights  of  man  and  prerogative 
of  nations  ;  and  fighting,leam  to  govern  for  tbem- 
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aelves.  The  coatest  now  is  cot  between  dynas- 
ties and  diadems,  but  between  creeds,  and  princi- 
ples, and  instiluliODs.  NHtions  forinerly  had  no 
Toliiion;  kings  thought  and  acted  for  them,  rudely 
prelending,  that  their  subjects  had  no  capacity 
for  affairs  of  Slate.    But  now,  the  will  of  nations 


talent — more  patriotic  feeling — more  public  vir- 
tue— more  every  thing,  that  strengthens  and  iin- 
prores  the  social  system.  Time  was,  when  kin^ 
held  power  by  arrogation,  and  used  it  al  their 
pleasure  and  discretion  ;  and  then  ihe  people  were 
denounced  as  "a  many-headed  raonsier."  The 
people  now  reclaim  all  power  as  inherent  in  them- 
selves, and  delegate  il  only  as  a  trust;  and  now 
DBlioQS  are  more  peaceful,  more  prosperous,  more 
happy,  and  more  just,  than  (brmerly.  History 
apeass  only  of  alliances,  or  wars,  between  contem- 

Siraty  despots — now,  nothing  is  talked  of  but 
ongresses,  and  Constitutions,  and  Represenlative 
Oorernments ;  and  do  we  find  things  changing 
for  the  worse  1  The  spirit  of  the  age  is,  peace 
and  moderatiou.    It  is  the  spirit  of  free  govern- 


principles  are — wide-spread  knowledge,  equality 
of  rigtits,  freedom  of  opinion,  and  frequent  and 
free  elections.  The  spirit  of  past  ages,  was  war 
and  domination.  The  trade  of  man,  of  all  the 
aons  of  men,  was  war — from  the  first  conqueror 
down  to '76.    It  was  the  storm  of  empires.    It 


It  had  no  limits  but  (he  margin  of  (he  world.  Its 
stream  of  blood  flowed  on  From  age  (□  age  ;  its 
sources,  like  the  Nile,  unknown,  lost  in  the  desert 
of  forgotten  ^ears;  but  still,  the  stream  rolled  on, 
increasing  with  a  thousand  tributary  torrents,  and 
N>reading  far  and  wide  its  overwhelming  floods. 
Such  was  the  history,  he  said,  of  past  times,  and 
of  the  olden  world.  Our  continent,  on  (he  con- 
trarf,  is  (he  chosen  land  of  liberty — vineyard  of 
the  God  of  peace ;  and  we,  i(s  husbandmen,  se- 
lected by  the  unseen  will  of  Providence  to  till  the 
mil,  and  feed  the  fnmiihed  nations  with  the  food 
of  independence.  Let  us  perform  the  sacred  trust 
impartially.  It  is  our  duty,  as  a  free  people,  not  to 
sanction,  but  refute  the  heresies,  that  nations  are 
incapable  of  managing  their  own  concerns.  They 
havediaabused  ihemsdves  by  illustrious  examples, 
and  we  should  be  careful  not  to  weaken  their  effect. 
It  was  the  will  of  Providence,  be  said,  that  chL'> 
continent  should  be  the  arena  of  successive  revo- 
lutions— of  moral,  and  political,  and  commercial 
revolutions — the  theatre  of  man's  political  regen- 
eration— the  hemisphere  in  which  nations  should 
be  reinstated  in  their  rights,  and  reinvested  of 
iheir  "long  lost  liberty."  On  the  4th  of  July, 
1776,  the  CoDSTe«s  of  (he  thirteen  Sutes  declared 
their  independence.  On  ibis  day,  (38lh  March, 
1833,)  the  assembled  Congress  of  the  Union  will 
announce  (he  independence  of  all  the  nations  of 
America.  These  are  glorious  epochs.  Let  history 
commemoraie  them  as  co-essential  in  the  works  of 
reformaiion.  Freemen  are  this  day  called  upon 
to  fraternize  with  freemen  ;  nations  to  fraternize 


All  the  Americas  are  snramoned 
friends  and  equeir,  and  make  a  last- 
of  peace.  It  is  not  the  flight  of  a 
false  prophet,  or  (he  founda(ion  of  a  city;  the 
binh-day  of  a  pettv  chieftain,  or  an  heir  apparent, 
that  we  are  assembled  here  to  celebrate.  No ;  a 
continent  has  disencbaioed  itself,  and  stands  un- 
fettered and  erect.  It  is  the  birth-day  of  a  hem- 
isphere redeemed.  It  is  the  jubilee  of  nations. 
Let  the  world  rejoice. 

If  experience  and  long-su Bering  can  create  the 
faculties  of  self-government,  then  the  people  of 
America  are  prepared  to  manage  and  control  their 
own  aSairs.  For  three  long  centuries  they  "clank- 
ed the  chains"  of  lawless  power  j  for  three  long  lin- 
gering ages  they  felt*  the  "  keen  lash"  and  g^alking 
yoke  of  despotism — each  generation  leavmg  its 
manacles  to  posleritv  as  their  only  heritage.  Coa- 
tinued  agonies  haa  worn  away  the  memory  of 
better  times.  The  light  of  hope  had  left  the  Chil- 
dren of  the  Sun,  and  dark  despair,  like  soporific 
drugs,  had  stupified  the  powers  of  will  and  factil- 
ties  of  life.  They  slept  to  miiisate  their  pain  ;  foe 
nations  sleep  and  never  die.  But  ibe  day  of  their 
deliverance  was  at  hand.  The  Spirit  of  Giod  was 
abroad  in  the  sky.  It  called,  and  the  slumberinf 
nations  awoke.  It  breathed  the  electric  fire  ^ 
freedom  on  the  air,  and  a  whole  Continent  ran 
simultaneously  to  arms !    One  great,  one  god'like 

Surpose,  animated  all — it  was  death  or  iodepen- 
ence!  Like  us,  they  pledged  their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor,  to  live  as  freemen, 
or  die  in  its  defence.  They  fought  from  field  to 
field.  A  thousand  battles  left  the  cause  in  doubt : 
a  thousand  pa.isions  mingled  in  the  fray;  and  all 
that  history  has  told  of  savage  cruelty,  ferocious 
vengeance,  rapine,  plunder,  treachery,  cold-blooded 
massacre,  and  every  violence  and  every  crime  that 
shocks  humanity,  was  perpetrated  over  and  over 
again  upon  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions.  But 
the  God  of  Battles  fought  on  freedom's  side,  and, 
sickening  at  thesceneof  carnage  and  of  desolation, 
and  hastening  to  end  it,  he  took  a  Bolivar  and  ooa- 
Mcrated  him  a  Waihington,  end  putting  in  his  hand 
a  flaming  sword,  commanded  liim  to  go  forth  to 
the  uttermost  ends  of  the  Continent,  conquering 
and  (o  conquer,  until  oppression  should  surcease, 
and  man  learn  tyranny  no  more.  And  behold  the 
work  is  finished, and  Colombia  is  free,  and  all  the 
Americas  ate  free — free  as  ourselves ;  for  there  all 
power  is  acknowledged  in  the  people,  and  vassal- 
age abolished  and  ttnknown  ;  for  (here  all  officers 
ate  elective,  and  held  by  the  (enure  of  the  law  and 
the  constitution ;  for  (here,  free  in  their  properly, 
their  persons,  and  religion — 

"They  own  no  Lord  but  bim  in  heavan. 
No  potrer  but  what  eonmnt  has  giian." 
This,  said  he,  is  not  more  trueof  ourselves  than 
it  is  of  the  people  of  Colombia ;  and  to  refuse  an 
acknowledgment  of  (hem  woald  be  idle  and  pre- 
posterous. They  have  maintained  their  indepen- 
dence through  a  lingering  war  of  eleven  years — 
sinking,  we  all  know,  in  iu  first  sla^j^ under  a 


pressure  of  adverse  fortune,  that  left  (he  friends  of 
freedom  no  connforler  but  hope,  and  rising  all 
wards  with  a  tide  of  prosperity  that  left  the  e 
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mies  of  liberty  nothing  but  despair.  It  was  a  _. 
of  freedom  agaiost  foreign  domination;  and  ibe 
people  tliat  wased  it  saw  all  the  vicissitudes  and 
encountered  all  the  calamities  incideDl  lo 
wan  and  rerolulions.  But  the  long  agony  in  over, 
and  the  struggle  has  terminated  in  the  most  com- 
plete success.  Their  fortitude  and  patience  in  the 
long  and  doubtful  conflict  were  equal  to  their  suf- 
fering and '  privation,  and  victory  was  Ibe  reward 
of  rdor  and  firmness.  In  war  ibeir  measu: 
renown  is  full,  and  history  will  commemi 
tbe  glory  of  their  deeds  in  arms.  In  peace  they 
mamfest  tbe  civil  virtues  of  free  Oovernments — 
temperance,  justice,  economy,  moderation.  Their 
wisdom  is  con«picuo«t  in  the  annals  of  their  policy. 
But  experience  is  an  able  teacher ;  Ibe  chroni- 
cles of  the  times  are  filled  wilb  useful  lessons,  civil 
and  political,  and  Colombia  has  graduated  in  a 
Mbool  of  blood.  Her  insiitutioos  are  regulated 
by  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  accord  witii  tbe  es- 
tablished system  of  the  new  hemisphere.  She  has 
adopted  a  constitution  of  which  ours  is  tbe  proto- 
type; she  has  formed  a  federation,  over  which  a 
second  Washington  presides,  to  wield  its  destinies, 
Tbe  consanguinity  of  this  Union,  and  that  Re- 
pnblic,  is  established  beyond  a  doubt.  Her  face, 
her  figure,  and  her  cooformatiaD,  show  the  line 
of  ber  descent.  Tbe  paiilily  is  manifest,  the  con- 
simility  complete  and  obvious.  Sbe  is  a  ribtaken 
from  our  side  in  a  deep  sleep,  and  given  to  us  for 
■  helpmate.  When  shall  we  awake  from 
slumber,  and  salute  her  as  the  fairest  among  the 
fair,  as  the  loveliest  amon^  thousands?  How 
long  shall  cold  delays  and  Bloodless  caution  io- 
lenTict  consent,  aoa  sever  hearts  that  hasten  to 
unite  7  Let  u»  this  day  awake  ourselves,  and  cel- 
ebrate the  rights  of  nations.  Let  us  ibis  day  un- 
fold our  Brms,  and  consummate  the  union  of  Re- 
publics. We  interchange  Ministers  with  Euro- 
pean Powers  as  a  thing  of  course.  We  speak, 
and  are  spoken  to,  by  Kings  and  Emperors.  What 
they  say,  we  listen  to  as  the  music  of  many  harps; 
what  they  give  an,  we  toll  under  our  tongues  as 
sweet  morsels;  but  this  Republic,  bone  of  our 
bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh,  is  excluded  from  the 
communion  table  of  acknowledged  nations.  We 
are  deaf  when  she  speaks  to  us,  and  dumb  when 
she  asks  for  an  answer.  If  there  is  light  in  our 
coUBtenaDce,  why  should  we  bide  it  7  And  where- 
fore do  we  turn  away  from  hei^  as  an  offended 
person  1  The  time  has  gone  by,  when  we  might 
have  condoled  with  her,  and  softened  her  suiier- 
ings  with  the  witchery  of  kindred  sympaihiex. 
The  time  has  come,  when  we  are  bound,  by  all 
that  is  just  among  men,  and  magnanimous  among 
nations,  lo  acknowledge  her  independence ;  he  be- 
lieved it,  as  he  hoped  tor  salvation  in  the  blood  of 
a  Redeemer.  That  people,  said  he,  have  dissolved 
Ibe  political  bands  which  united  them  to  Spain  ; 
they  bare  assumed  among  the  Powers  of  tbe  earth 
the  separate  and  equal  station  to  which  tbe  laws 
of  nature  and  of  nature's  God  eoiitie  them ;  and  a 
decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires 
that  we  should  acknowledge  their  independence  ; 
a  decent  regard  to  the  memory  of  out  Revolution- 
aiy  aires  makes  it  an  imperious  duty,    "  We  hold 


'  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are 
'  created  equal ;  that  ibey  are  endowed  with  cer- 
'  tain  inalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are 
'  life,  Libertv,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  that 
'  to  secure  these  rights,  Governments  were  institu- 
'  ted  among  men.  deriving  their  just  powers  from 
'  the  consent  of  the  governed  ;  tbat  whenever  any 
'  formofGovernmeot  becomes  destructive  of  these 
'  ends,  it  is  the  right,  it  is  tbe  duty,  of  the  people, 
'  to  alter,  or  abolish  it,  and  institute  new  iorms." 
And  who  were  the  men  that  first  proclaimed  these 
godlike  truths  to  an  astonished,  but  admiring 
world?  Our/atitrt.  Who  swore  unto  eachother 
to  establish  them,  or  die  in  their  defence?  Our 
fathen;  who  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes, 
and  their  sacred  honor,  upon  tbe  desperate,  but 
glorious  hazard.  And  shall  vie,  their  immediate 
oSspring,  turn  recreant  in  the  cause,  and  ireach- 
erousiy  deny  ourselves  and  ihem,  as  Peter  did  the 
Saviour  of  mankind  ?  ShaU  the  last  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary heroes  leave  tbe  high  station  which  he 
fills,  without  officiating,  in  his  robes  of  office,  at 
the  baptism  of  this  young  Republic,  and  of  all  the 
new  Republics  in  America?  Shall  the  nation 
first  free  be  the  last  to  acknowledge  it  in  others? 
No !  Let  us  boldly  fill  up  our  page  of  destiny, 
and  leave  no  blank  for  after-lime  to  write  an  exe- 
cration of  our  memory.  Let  us  make  the  acknowl- 
edgment at  once,  ana  do  it  galianilv  as  men — as 
freemen — as  gods,  if  it  were  possible,  and  laugh 
the  fear  of  despols  into  scorn.  Suppose  a  change 
of  cases:  suppose  these  people  bad  yielded  to  toe 
importunities  of  European  Powers^  and  made 
Kings  to  reign  over  ihem,  and  constituted  family 
successions:  Would  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe 
have  invited  us  loco-operate  in  their  recognitions? 
Would  they,  from  courtesy,  ask  our  consent  or  de- 
lay throngfi  fear  of  our  resentment  ?  No  !  Not 
one  moment.  They  would  hasten  to  kill  the  fat- 
ted calf,  and  dish  up  the  gorgeous  feast.  Tbey 
would  fill  their  bawls  brimfuli,  and  quaff  it  mer- 
rily ;  their  joy  would  have  no  end ;  they  would 
"  Sing,  and  dince,  and  shout,  and  sing. 
And  make  the  hesveai;  srchei  ring," 
with  their  imperial  acclamations.  Ay,  sir,  and 
toast  it  loo.  Fill  full  your  goblets.  "  Let  the 
trumpets  speak  to  the  earth,  the  cannon  to  the 
heavens,"  the  allies  drink  lo  Bolivar  tlie  first. 
And  shail  we  ignominiously  refuse  to  glorify  ibc 
nativity  of  Republics?  We  can  refuse — we  may 
refuse.  But  mark— there  is  a  power  that  wifl 
lommand  us  to  our  dutv.  A  power  that  speaks 
.nd  is  obeyed ;  a  power  that  is  omnipotent  in  the 
ifikirs  of  nations;  the  power  o/piMic  opinion.  Let 
IS  beware  of  the  reaction  of  ibat  power ;  it  is  the 
great  Jupiter  of  the  age,  and  statesmen,  obedient, 
tremble  when  it  speak.i.  That  power  has  spoken 
'  1  the  Patriot  cause.     In  the  cause  of  all  the  na- 

ons  of  America. 

Hesr  its  decree,  snd  reverence  what  yoa  hear  ; 

Who  yields  not  recognilion,  nor  wille  to  yield, 

Back  from  our  sight,  with  ehame  he  ■hall  be  driven ; 

Gsah'd  with  die  ban  eat  wounds,  the  scarn  of  Heaven." 
The  scorn  of  menand  patriots,  as  well  as  Heaven. 

When  Mr.  Trimble  bad  concluded — 
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Mr.  Poinsett  addressed  the  Chair  as  ToUows 

1  shall  ofier,  said  Mr.  P.,  no  apola^  to  the  Com- 
mitlee  for  addresaing  Ihem  on  this  occr"'—  ' 
have  resided  eo  long  in  the  countries  we 
called  upon  (o  place  in  the  rank  of 
intimately  ac^quainted  with  ihe  chumk  aod  char- 
acter of  the  revolution  they  hare  undergonf,  that 
I  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  convey  to  the  Commit- 
tee, as  briefly  as  I  can,  the  information  I  poictess 
on  this  subject. 

Sir,  if  ever  there  was  an  occasion  that  Justified 
a  revolution,  that  called  upon  a  people  to  recur  to 
first  principles,  and  to  seeic  relief  from  the  abase 
of  power,  by  an  appeal  to  arms,  this  was  one.  The 
revolution  of  the  Spanish  colonies  did  not  arise 
from  a  mere  question  of  abstract  right,  but  from 
actual  sufiering  and  grievous  oppression ;  from 
causei  radical  and  certain,  though  gradual  in  their 
operstions;  causes  that  would  Lave  ineritably 
produced  the  revolution  without  ihe  violent  crisis 
to  which  the  mother  country  was  eiposed,  and 
which  only  accelerated  that  event.  It  was  felt  in 
their  Government,  in  the  ad  ministration  of  jus- 
tice, in  their  agriculture,  in  their  commerce,  and 
in  their  pursuits  of  happiness.  Governed  by  Vice- 
roys resnotisibte  in  name,  but,  in  fact,  as  arbitrary 
as  Ihe  King  of  Spain  himself,  who  commanded, 
not  only  the  military  Governors  and  intendants  of 
jirovinces,  but  presided  over  the  tribunals  of  jus- 
tice, and  let  any  one  imagine  what  government 
the  miserable  colonist  must  have  enjoyed  under 
European  Spaniards  vested  with  such  powers,  and 
who  had  nothing  to  dread  but  an  examination  of 
their  conduct  before  a  tribunal,  two  thousand 
leagues  from  the  theatre  o(  their  injustice.  The 
colonist  could  not  even  enjoy  the  natural  advan- 
tages by  which  he  was  surrounded. 

The  eyes  of  a  jealous  and  suspicious  Govern- 
mentcon.itanlly  watched  the  progress  of  his  indus- 
try. No  sooner  did  a  settlement  oetray  syroptomn 
of  prosperity,  than  it  became  the  suojecl  of  op- 
pressive legislation,  and  was  overwhelmed  by  a 
swarm  of  officers,  who,  like  locusts,  destroyed  the 
fair  prospects  of  the  harvest.  The  trade  was  not 
twly  confined  to  certain  specified  articles,  but  to  a 
few  favored  towns.  Rich  as  these  favored  regions 
are,  and  capable  of  bringing  forth  the  productions 
of  every  climate,  possessing  great  facilities  of  in- 
ternal and  of  foreign  commerce,  they  were  reduced 
10  indolence  and  penury  by  absurd  and  oppressive 
reslriclioDs  on  their  industry,  on  their  trade,  and 
OD  tbeir  private  enjoyments.  Without  a  market 
for  their  produce,  it  rotted  on  the  ground.  I  have 
seen  the  most  fertile  districts  of  tliat  fine  country 
barren  and  desolate — I  have  seen  the  inhabitants, 
surrounded  by  all  the  bounties  of  nature,  destitute 
of  the  ordinary  comforts  of  civilized  society.  To 
those  who  have  followed  the  progress  of  this  revo- 
lution, and  compared  it  with  our  own,  the  differ- 
ence must  appear  striking,  and  from  the  civil  dis- 
sensions thai  have  agitated  those  countries,  il  has 
been  argued  by  some  that  the  Spanish  Creoles 
were  incapable  of  enjoying  the  blessings  of  liber- 
tT — were  unfit  for  self-government.  In  making 
tnis  comparison  between  the  two  countriesgit  ought 
never  to  be  forgotten  that  our  civil  and  political 


r  habits,  our  customs,  our  laws,  our 
rights  of  pro)>erly,  scarcely  sufiered  any  alteration 
by  the  transition  from  a  colonial  to  an  independent 
state.  The  principles  of  free  government,  repub- 
lican principles,  had  deep  root  in  this  country  be- 
fore out  Revolution;  and  if  they  have  g^wn  with 
our  growth,  and  strengthened  with  our  strenfflh, 
they  were  as  well  understood  then  as  now.  The 
Spanish  colonies  had  never  been  intrusted,  as  we 
had,  with  any  part  of  the  internal  administratioB, 
and  were  ignorant  and  unpractised  iu  gorernm«Dt. 
The  means  uf  education,  1  mean  of  a  liberal  and 
enlightened  educalion,were  withheld  from  the  Cre- 
ole; printing  presses  were  to  be  found  only  in  a 
few  of  the  larger  cities,  where,  under  n  rigid  in- 
spection, a  gazette  and  an  almanac  were  permitted 
to  be  published.  The  policy  of  Spain  repressed 
the  advaoci'ment  of  knowledge  in  ner  colonics — 
ignorance  and  superstition  were  the  powerful 
means  employed  to  keep  ibem  in  subjection.  The 
despot  is  aware  that  those  who  possess  knowledge 
will  struggle  for  freedom,  and  will  achieve  it  -  lor 
knowledge  is  power.  Dread  of  religious  toieva- 
tion,  and  of  what  was  worse,  of  spoliation,  excited 
the  clergy  to  appose  Ihe  revolution.  The  influ- 
ence they  exercised  over  the  minds  of  the  people 
was  unbounded;  and,  had  not  a  few  virtuous, 
well-enlightened  priests  espoused  the  cause  of  lib- 
erty, the  colonies  would  still  have  been  dependent. 
The  aristocracy  formed  another  and  a  powerfol 
obstacle  to  the  progress  of  this  revolution — a  class 
that  abhor  every  constitution  founded  on  an  equal- 
ity of  rights — a  class  that  would  rather  be  deprived 
ot  those  rights  than  see  all  participate  in  them; 
that  prefer  any  state  of  suffering  rather  than  see 


few  were  distinguished  for  tbeir  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  independence. 

Another  and  very  essential  difference  betweea 
the  two  countries,  consisted  in  the  number  of  Eu- 
ropeans, who  bad  distinct  privileges  from  tbe  Cre- 
oles, for  oppression  did  not  there  fall  equally  OD 
all.  They  were,  to  be  sure,  Ihe  smaller  i»rty,  but 
the  wealth  and  power  they  possessed,  their  union, 
their  influence,  ihe  habitual  respect  in  which  they 
were  held,  their  ideas  of  their  own  superiority, 
rendered  them  a  very  formidable  body.  They  were 
aware  that  their  proud  pretensions  had  roused 
against  them  a  feeling  of  iodignation;  that  the 


of  the  land,  had  produced  haired  and 
an  eager  thirst  for  revenge ;  and  common  iu- 
terest  and  common  danger  united  them  against 
the  Creoles.  They  could  not  suppress  the  revoln- 
tioo,  but  they  retarded  itsprosress,  and  procrasti- 
nated the  contest,  If,  thereTore,  we  regard  the 
little  advancement  of  these  countries,  their  igno- 
rance of  the  principles  of  government,  their  civil 
dissensions,  and  the  procrastinated  struggle  for 
liberty  ai^er  all  opposition  had  ceased  on  5>€  part 
of  Spain,  it  impresses  us  more  strongly  with  the 
urgent  necessity  that  existed  of  shaking  off  the 
colonial  Qoveromenl.  It  was  the  Government 
that  placed  obstructions  in  the  way  of  agriculture 
and  commerce.     It  was  the  Government,  thu, 
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forgetfal  of  its  primary  obli^iions,  suSered,  nay, 
eDcooraged  tbe  daily  violation  of  the  rights  sod 
properliet  of  its  subjecla.  It  was  the  OoTercmeat, 
to  shori,  thai  sought  to  keep  ibe  people  id  the  pro- 
fouadest  i^^oniice,  as  the  means  of  keeping  ihem 
ID  sobjcctioD.  A  revolution  proceeding  from  such 
causes,  was  not  to  be  prevenied  by  empty  declara- 
tions of  abstract  rights,  sach  as  were  made  by  the 


roeots  eHiablished  in  Spain  during  ibat  period, 
were  magnificeut  in  promise.  The  colonies  were 
Idd  tbey  had  tbe  same  risbts  as  the  mother  coun' 
try,  but  were  treated  as  it  ibey  bad  none.  Tbey 
were  deluded  with  hopes  that  were  never  realizea, 
tad  were  mocked  with  the  semblance  of  a  repre- 
sentation. Deputies  assigned  them,  not  elected 
by  them.  At  no  time  was  there  more  peculation. 
Ttolence,  and  oppression,  than  during  tne  interval 
between  tbe  invasiaii  of  Spain  and  the  inaarreo- 
lion  of  the  colonies.  These  causes  operated  alike 
OD  all,  and  the  revolution  commenced  without 
previona  concert,  almost  at  the  same  moment  in 
every  pari  of  this  vast  continent.  It  has  triumph- 
ed ODi  only  over  the  opposition  of  tbe  mot&er 
country,  but  over  civil  dissensions,  and  the  storms 
of  party.  In  Caraccas,  where  the  revolution  first 
commeoeed,  its  success  was  retarded  hy  one  of  tbe 
most  awful  events  recorded  in  history.  The  city 
was  almost  entirely  destroyed  by  an  earthquake, 
OD  tbe  aoniverssry  of  tbeir  revolutionary  move- 
ment.    The  clergy  availed  themselves  of  this 


aaihoriiy.  Tbe  brave  and  patriotic  Bolivar  kept 
up  the  spirit  of  the  revolution.  His  active  ei- 
erlioDs  renewed  the  struggle  for  liberty ;  and 
bis  zeal  and  perieverance  restored  his  country  lo 
freedom.  By  his  conduct  and  valor,  the  most 
formidable  ermameni  ever  sent  across  tbe  Atlan- 
tic, has  been  destroyed.  His  efforts  have  united 
CaraccBs  and  New  Granada  into  one  Republic, 
lad  he  has  spread  the  principles  of  independence 
and  of  free  government  to  tue  shores  of  the  Pa- 
Buenos  Ayres  has  triumphed  over  tbe  repeated 
and  formidable  efforts  of  the  mother  country  to 
subdue  them.  They  have  had,  besides,  to  contend 
against  a  powerfnl  party  of  loyalistsio  the  interior 
prorinces.  The  wealthy  Creoles  of  that  country 
could  not  be  easily  roused  to  lakean  active  part  in 
a  coDtesi,  the  issue  of  which  was  uncertain.  No 
doubt  they  preferred  a  national  government,  and 
freedom  of  commerce,  but  that  was  not  strong 
enough  to  vanquish  their  love  of  repose  and  indo- 
lent habits  ;  to  urge  them,  in  short,  to  long  and 
painful  sacrifices.  The  royalists  are  still  in  pos- 
session of  some  of  the  finest  provinces  of  La  Plata. 
Theinterior  provinces  of  the  vice  royalty  of  Lima 
are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  royalists;  were,  I 
should  have  said,  for  it  is  reasonable  to  expect 
lliat  the  example  of  the  capital  will  be  followed 
by  tbe  provinces.  Chili,  agitated  for  some  time 
by  civil  dissensions,  and  ovemm  by  the  army  of 
the  royalists,  has  at  length  established  tranqiullity 
at  home  ;  snd  not  only  driven  out  tbe  invaders, 


but  carried  the  war  auccessfully  into  their  strong- 
hold. The  revolution  in  Lima  is  due  lo  the  efforts 
of  this  brave  people.  Mexico,  where  the  revola- 
tioD  commenced  at  an  early  period,  and  where, 
after  a  desperate  struggle,  it  appeared  to  be  quelled, 
is  now  independent.  The  spirit  of  the  revolution 
continued  to  exist  among  the  people.  Hidaleo, 
and  the  gallant  men  who  fell  m  the  first  revolu- 
tionary movement,  did  not  perish  in  vain. 

To  prove  tbe  utirr  inability  of  Spain  lo  recovn 
possession  of  ihese  countries,  it  is  only  necessary 
to  take  a  view  of  their  vast  extent,  of  their  popu- 
lation and  resources,  and  to  compare  them  with 
those  of  Spain,  agitated  as  she  now  is,  by  intestine 
commotions,  and,  for  manf  years  past,  regarded 
as  the  country  of  Europe  the  most  destitute  of 
industry,  of  commerce,  and  of  enterprise.  The 
mere  recital  of  the  names  wbich  distinguish  the 
Spanish  colonies  in  America,  extending  over  79 
degrees  of  latitude,  wilb  a  space  of  at  ^ast  1900 
leagues,  interposed  between  its  most  distant  set- 
tlements ;  the  vast  extent  of  their  mountains,  their 
magnificent  rivers,  tbe  varied  productions  of  the 
soiU  tbe  riches  of  their  mines,  impress  us  at  once 
with  the  magnitude  of  their  resources.  Buenos 
Ayres,  comprising  tbe  finest  provinces  of  Peru,  the 
rich  mines  of  Potosi,  and  tne  fertile  province  of 
Cochabamba,  with  a  population  of  one  million 
and  a  half  j  coining  annually  upwards  of  five 
millions  of  dollars,  exporting  ten  millions,  anil 
importing  about  the  same  amount.  Chili,  the 
garden  of  the  world,  possessing  the  most  fertile 
soil,  productive  of  all  the  fruits  of  Europe  and  of 
the  tropica,  equally  rich  in  the  precioos  and  in  the 
uieful  metals,  with  a  population  of  more  than  one 
million,  coining  three  millions  of  dollars  annually, 
exporting  four  millions,  and  importing  more  than 
three  millions.  Lima,  I  mean  tbe  Vice  Royalty 
of  Lima,  including  Cusco,  the  ancient  capital  uf 
the  Incas,  with  a  population  of  1,200,000  sonis, 
coining  annually  five  millions  of  dollars,  importing 
ten  millioos,  ana  exporting  thirteen  millions.  New 
Oranada,  containing  not  Icbe  than  two  millions  of 
inbabiiants,  with  a  trade  of  more  than  six  millions 
of  imports,  coining  annually  three  millions  of 
dollars.  Caraecas,  with  a  million  of  inhabitants, 
and  about  tbe  same  resources  as  New  Granada. 
These  two  countries  have  since  been  united  un- 
der one  Government,  the  Republic  of  Colombia. 
Guatemala,  the  country  wbich  comprises  Costa 
Rica,  and  Nicaragua,  and  bounds  on  New  Gran- 
ada, a  fertile  and  well  cultivated  country,  contain' 
ingonemillion  and  a  half  ofsouls.  New  Spain, 
or  Mexico,  contained  in  1B08,  a  population  of  five 
millions,  nine  hundred  thousand,  a  population  not 
likel)>  to  have  been  diminished  since  ibat  period. 
Coining  at  that  time  twenty-three  milHons  of  dol- 
lars annually,  importing  twenty  millions,  and 
exporting  between  twenty  and  thirty  millions. 
The  detached  Governments,  contained  nearly  a 
million  of  inhabitants,  making  an  aggregate  of 
fifteen  millioos. 

I  will  not  detain  tbe  Committee  by  going  into 
an  examination  of  the  resources  of  each  particular 
State.  It  will  be  sufficient  for  my  purposes  to 
particularize  those  of  Mexico.    The  whole  annual 
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agriculiural  product  of  Mexico  was  estimated  at 
iwenty-niDemiUioDs  of  dollars.  TheaDDual  pro- 
duct of  the  precious  metals  at  tventy-ihree  mil- 
lions; ihe  annual  product  of  the  manuraclures  at 
eight  millions;  the  exports  at  twenty-two  mil- 
lions; theimpotis  at  twenty  millioD9i  (hereTeoue 
of  Mexico,  for  customs  and  taxes,  amounted  to  not 
less  than  twenty  millions. 

If,  says  Baron  Humboldt,  Ihe  political  streoglh 
of  a  DatioD  depended  only'  upon  the  extent  of 
country,  and  number  of  innabitants.  New  Spain 
might  rank  with  the  United  States.  Such  wax 
the  stale  of  these  countries  under  all  the  disadTan- 
togea  of  the  colonial  system,  for  I  have  purposely 
taien  the  statement  previous  to  the  revolution. 
Thus  we  see  that  the  total  population  of  the 
Spanish  colonies  exceeded  fifteen  millions ;  the 
imports  were  never  less  than  sixry  millions,  and 
the  exports  seventy. 

The  eMimated  population  of  those  countries  is 
more  lilteLy  to  fall  tihort  of  the  truth,  than  to  exceed 
it.  The  census  was  taken  for  the  purposes  of  tax- 
ation, which  induced  the  inhabitants  to  cnnceal 
their  real  numbers.  And  here  let  me  remark,  that 
this  population  ismoreefleclive,  and  the  proportion 
of  wtiites  greater  than  has  been  generally  supposed. 
The  most  favorable  statement  ever  published  of 
the  population  of  Spain,  previous  to  toe  late  wars, 
made  it  amount  to  10,409,879.  A  population  much 
thinned  by  wars,  and  pestilence,  and  famine,  within 
thelast  ten  years.  Tneeiports  of  Spain  amounted 
to  about  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  im- 

Grts  to  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  millions. 
:t  me  ask  then,  whether  it  isprobable  that  Spain, 
with  not  quite  two-thirds  the  population,  with 
inferior  resources  at  all  times,  and  those  much 
diminished  by  this  defection,  can  reconquer  coun- 
tries at  a  distance,  some  of  tbem  of  two  thousand 
leagues,  and  none  less  than  one  thousand  7  The 
history  of  Spain  herself  is  an  answer  to  this  ques- 
tion. With  a  courage  and  energy  that  a  determi- 
nation to  be  free  alone  could  give,  Spain  repelled 
the  iiosts  of  France  that  invaded  her  territory  ; 
weak  in  numbers  and  resources  when  compared  to 
France,  they  successfully  resisted  the  utmost  ef- 
forts of  that  Power  to  subdue  tbem.  One  word, 
sir,  on  this  subject.  It  is  too  much  our  custom 
to  speak  contemptuously  of  this  brave  and  higli- 
minded  people ;  they  were  long  bowed  down  by 
an  iron  despotism.  But  other  days  have  dawned 
on  that  fair  country;  after  resisting  with  unez 
ampled  resolution,  foreign  usurpation,  they  bavi 
resolved  to  be  free.  Their  sufferings  from  ihi 
vices  and  defects  of  long  servitude,  ought  to  excite 
our  sympathies,  and  their  efforts  to  establish  free 
and  liberal  institutions,  entitle  them  to  our  respect. 
It  has  been  supposed  by  some,  that  the  indepen- 
dence of  these  colonies  would  injure  the  prosperity 
of  the  United  Stales ;  possessing  a  more  fertile 
soil,  and  raising  the  same  productions,  they  would 
drive  us  from  the  markets  of  Europe.  It  has  been 
said  that  colonies  arc  safer  neJgnbors  than  free 
States,  and  that  so  long  as  they  were  bound  down 
by  the  oppressive  restrictions  ol  Spain,  they  would 
neither  be  dangerous  rivals  nor  formidable  compet- 
itors.    It  is  unwise,  therefore,  in  us  to  offer  them 


any  encouragement.    Not  only  the  best  feelingi     ! 
of  the  heart  revolt  at  such  a  conclusion,  but  it  u 

ifestly  false  ;  it  is  our  interest  that  they  should     j 
be  free.     With  an  extensive  line  of  coiu'<t,  with     | 
navigable  rivets^  facilitating  their  in-     , 
lernal  trade,  with  a  population  of  more  tnan  fifteen 
millions,almost  wit  no  ut  manufactures,  with  a  de- 
mand for  one   hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and      i 
without  the  means  of  carrying  on  their  foreign 
commerce,  these  countries  present  a  market  for  toe 
skill  and  industry  of  our  merchants,  which  prom- 
ises the  greatest  advantages.    Let  any  one  look 
back  and  observe  how  the  demand  has  every  where 
increased  with  the  increasing  produce. 

The  wars  and  revolutions  which  have  lately     ! 
afflicted  Europe,  are  known  now  only  by  their 
beneficial  effects.     Effects  to  be  seen  in  the  amelio- 

and  extension  of  their  agricultur^  in  the     | 
if  their  towns  and  villages,  in  the  atig- 
of   manufactures,   in   the    benefits   of 
education,  the  desire  of  freedom,  and  in  the  sea-     j 
eral  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  country.     It  is 
impossible  to  pass  through  any  part  of  Europe,  at     | 
present,  without  being  struck  with  the  improved 
condition  of  the  people.    An  improvement  which.     ' 
as  it  advancFf,  will  augment  the  demand   for  all 
the  productions  of  the  West.    The  intercourse  of    ' 
the  provinces   of  Spanish  America  with  these     I 
countries,  will  augment  their  means  of  informa- 
tion, and  will  enlighten  tbem  on  the  subject  of 
government,  on  public  welfare  and  private  happi- 
ness.    With  the  mcrease  of  knowledge,  will  arise 
free   and   well-organized  institutions,  the  refine- 
ments and   various  wants  of  civilization.     This 
cannot  fail  to  produce  a  demand  for  nil  themanu-    | 
factures  of  this  country,  and  for  all  the  obiecis  of    | 
trade.    I  bad  intended  to  have  entered,  fully,  into 
the  importance  of  our  political  relations  witfi  these 
countries.     1  fear,  however,  that  I  should  exhaust 
the  patience  of  the  Committee  were  I  to  attempt 
it ;  and  1  feel  that  J  should  exhaust  my  o'wn 
strength.     I  am  compelled,  therefore,  however  re- 
luctantly, to  waive  this  part  of  the  subject.     The 
question  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  is, 
whether  we  shall  now  adopt  a  measure  called  for 
by  every   motive  of  feeling  and  of  policy,  at   a 
moment  when  it  may  give  us  weight  and  influ- 
ence in  those  countries;  a  measure  by  which  we 
shall  at  once  assume  the  station  that  becomes  our 
character,  among  the  great    Republics  of  this 
hemisphere ;  or  whether  we  shall  wait  the  slow 
and  unwilling  consent  of  Spain,  or  the  uncertain 
policy  of  the  other  Powers  of  Europe. 

The  latter  have  refused  to  co-operate  with  us. 
It  does  not  accord  with  their  avowed  principles 
to  countenance  any  resistance  against  the  abuse 
of  power,  however  flagrant  and  unjust.  In  all 
ages,  Spain  has  been  slow  to  acknowledge  the  in- 
dependence of  those  countries  which  have  been 
driven  to  rebellion  by  her  oppression.  It  is  not 
probable  tiiat  she  will  pursue  a  different  policy 
with  regard  to  her  colonies  in  America.  In  this 
particular,  and  in  this  alone,  I  differ  from  the  re- 
port now  under  consideration.  It  proves  incon- 
testably  the  right  and  the  expediency  of  adopting 
.L_  recommended  by  these  resolutions. 
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It  is  a  clear  a.ai  coaviojjing  aTgumeot,  highly 
hoDorabie  to  Ihc  committee,  and,  as  1  eatetiain 
great  deference  for  their  opinion,  it  is  with  reluc- 
tance I  differ  with  them  in  iliis  particular.  The 
committee  ibink  it  manifeBi,  from  Ibe  report  of 
the  Commiltee  of  the  Cortes,  "that  Spain  had 
'  Dot  only  renounced  the  feelings  of  an  enemy  io- 
'  wards  the  colonies,  but  had  been  prepared,  a  year 
'ago,  to  consent  to  their  indepeodence,  but  for 
'  oorticufur  oecttmnca."  Tbey  are  led  to  this  eon- 
dusjon  from  the  terms  in  which  ibe  committee 
speak  of  "  the  measure  demanded  by  the  crisis,  as  { 
'one  indicative  of  a  new  and  glorious  resolution; 
'that  it  was  demanded  by  America  and  by  the 
'true  interests  of  the  Peninsula;  that,  from  it 
'Spain  might  reap  advantages,  which  otherwise 
'she  could  never  expect;  and  that  the  ties  of  kin- 
'dred  and  the  uniformity  of  religion,  with  com- 
'  mercial  relations  and  those  emanating  from  free 
'  institutiona,  would  be  the  surest  pledge  of  mutual 
'  harmony  and  close  union." 

I  agree  with  the  committee,  "  that  no  measure 
short  of  a  full  recognition  of  unconditional  inde- 

CJence  could  have  deserved  the  cbaVicternor 
B  capable  of  producing  the  effects  ascribed  to 
it."  But,  sir,  wnat  say  the  documents  on  your 
tablel  The  American  deputies,  disappointed  in 
iheir  expectations,  presented  propositions,  in  sub- 
stance, Mr.  Brent  tells  us  the  same  as  those  that 
a  I  first  met  Ibe  approbation  of  ministers,  and  which 
would  have  been  adopted,  but  for  particular  occur- 
rences. These  propositions  contain  no  deiuaod 
for  an  acknowledgment  of  independence;  but 
merely  for  permission  to  establish  an  internal  ad- 
min isi  ration,  dependent  upon  the  mother  country, 
freedom  of  commerce  and  equal  rights  with  Euro- 
pean Spaniards.  This  was,  in  substance,  the 
measure  fir»l  proposed  by  the  committee  of  Curies, 
Bod  which  wai  sobsequently  rejected  by  the  king, 
"as  a  violation  of  the  ConstitulioD;  that  public 
opinion  was  not  prepared  for  it,  that  it  was  against 
the  interests  of  Spain  and  of  America^'  Some- 
thing less  favorable  muFt  be  intended  by  the  king, 
when  he  says  that  "his  Gkiremmeni,  urged  by  the 
Coites,  to  propose  Ibe  measures  they  may  think 
most  proper  for  their  welfare,  or  a  consideration 
of  the  slate  of  these  countries,  they  will  do  fo  im- 
mediately, and  with  the  utmost  Generosity."  No, 
sir.  The  recognition  of  the  ittdependence  of  the 
Spanish  colonies  would  be  opposed  both  by  the 
intereats  and  by  the  prejudices  of  the  Spanish  na- 
tion. Independently  of  Ibe  revenue  derived  by  the 
Crown  from  those  countries — a  revenue  of  more 
tiaa  eichl  millions  of  dollars — the  patronage  they 
aSbrdea  was  immense.  Places  in  Spanish  America 
were  the  reward  of  services  and  the  means  of  cor- 
ruption. The  aristocracy,  who  profitted  by  ibose 
place*,  and  who  r^;arded  them  as  the  means  of 
maintaining  their  splendid  establishments  in  Eu- 
rope, will  abandon,  with  reluctance,  the  prospect 
of  wealth  America  presented.  The  clergy  will 
eierl  their  influence  to  prevent  it.  America  was 
to  them  a  source  If  ambition  and  of  profiL  The 
possession  of  America  extended  their  spiritual 
dominion  and  augmented  their  temporal  weatlh. 
The  merchants,  who,  by  a  code  of  laws  framed  in 


the  trade  of  the  colonies,  will  appose  their  recog- 
nition ;  and  the  people  generally  will  not  consent 
to  relinquish,  without  a  desperate  struggle,  the 
dominion  over  the  colonies,  connected,  i 
with  their  moat  pleasing  rt  "  ' 
honor  and  glory. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  they  are  really  indepen- 
dent. The  Spaniards  will  not  abandon  all  hope 
of  recovering  possession  of  lliem  until  they  are 
recognised  by  the  Powers  of  Europe,  li  is  well 
known  that  uere  are  many  of  the  former  inhabi- 


^^::,^^ 


These  motives  will  operate  powerfully  upon  the 
Spanish  nation,  and,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will  not 
only  prevent  their  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  these  countries,  but  lead  ibem  to  view  this 
measure,  on  our  part,  as  an  unfriendly,  perhaps  as 
a  hostile  act.  Tney  certainly  have  no  right  to  do 
so  according  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  nations. 
But  the  resentment  of  wounded  pride  is  not  always 
restrained  by  considerations  of  national  law. 

But,  sir,  this  risk,  even  if  it  were  less  remote, 
ought  not  to  deter  us  from  adopting  the  resolutions 
on  your  table.  It  is  a  measure  called  for  both  by 
justice  and  policy.  The  conduct  of  the  Qovern- 
ment,  in  relation  to  this  contest,  has  given  the 
best  evidence  of  our  respect  for  the  rights  of  Spain. 
So  long  as  that  nation  made  an  effort  to  recover 
her  dominion  over  her  colonies,  the  United  Slates 
abstained  from  recognising  their  independence. 
But  now,  when  all  opposition  has  ceased  on  the 

Sart  of  Spain ;  now  that  those  countries  are  free 
om  the  intestine  commotions  which  divided  them 
into  factions,  and  rendered  it  difficult  to  distin- 
guish which  was  the  legitimate  government,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  withhold  it. 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  Commiltee  will  aiiopt  the 
resolutions  now  under  consideration.  It  is  due  to 
the  rights  of  the  free  and  independent  Govern- 
ments that  expect  it  at  our  hand^,  and  due  to  onr 
own  character  and  station. 

Mr.  Rhea  and  Mr.  NnLeon,  of  Virginia,  de- 
livered ibeir  sentiments,  generally  in  favor  of  the 
propositions  before  the  House. 

The  Coninuitee  then  rose,  and  reported  to  the 
House  their  agreement  to  these  resolutions. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  put  on  agreeing 
to  the  first  resolution — 

Mr.  TucicER,  of  Virginia,  objected  to  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  resolution,  and  proposed  to  substi- 
tute the  word  "nations''  for  "'provinces,"  where 
it  occurs. 

Some  other  member  mentioned  the  word  "  Gov- 
ernments" as  proper,  and  Mr.  Tockbr  so  varied 
his  motion. 

Mr.  RcasGLL  bad  no  particular  partiality,  be 
said,  for  the  phroaeology  of  the  resolution,  but  he 
objected  to  the  word  "Governments,"  because, 
according  to  our  system,  the  word  "  Government" 
is  different  in  meaning  from  the  word  "nation." 
He  would  not  himaellacknowledge  any  nation  to 
have  a  free  and  independent  ffovemmeDt  which 
is  not  a  government  oi  the  peo^e. 
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AUm  some  further  couT^nation,  in  which 
Messrs.  Wood,  Wbioht,  Rhea,  Tdckeb,  and  H. 
NeLSorr,  bore  part,  Mr.  Tuckes  varied  bis  motion 
ao  as  to  make  the  resolve  read,  "the  late  Ameti- 
caa  provinces  of  Spain ;"  which  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  agreeing  to  the  said  Sml  resolution;  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  thereupon  stood — yeas  167,  nays  1, 

fill — Mmn.  Alsxandar,  Allen  of  MapuchoMtls, 
Allen  of  TannaMce,  Ardiar,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber 
of  Conneetient,  Bartwr  of  Ohia,  Bastett,  Bayliea, 
BayW,  Bigclow,  Blaekledge.  Bliir,  Borland,  Breek- 
snridge,  Browp,  Buchaaan,  Barrows,  Burton,  Butler, 
Cambnleni,  CampbeU  of  New  York,  Campbell  of 
Ohio,  Cannon,  Can«];,  Cbimbera,  Cocke,  CalJen, 
Condici,  Conkling,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafts,  Cuithmaa, 
Culbbert,  Dane,  Dtilingtoo,  Deniaoo,  Dickinaon,  Dnr- 
Ice,  Dwight,lEdJ7,  Edward*  of  Connecticut,  Edwards 
of  PentujlTinia,  Edwardi  ofNorth  Camlina,  Eoslis, 
Parrelly,  Findla;,  Fuller,  OebhanI,  Qilmer,  Gist, 
OroM,  Hafl,  Harvey,  Hewki,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holeonbe,  Hooks,  Jackacn,  F. 
Johnson,  J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Jonea  of 
Tmbmsm,  Kant,  Keyes,  Kirtland.Lathnip,  Lsftwicfa, 
LiBOoln,  Litchfield,  Littk,  Long,  Lowndei,  McCarty, 
McCoy,  McDnOo,  McLane,  McNeill,  McSheny,  Ma>. 
-lary,  Hatlaek,  Matoon,  Mattocks,  Mercer,  MetcalAi, 
HUnor,  Mitchell  of  Penmylvanie,  Moore  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan, 
Morray,  Neala,  Nelson  of  Maasacbusetis,  Nelson  or 
Virginia,  Newton,  New,  Overatrrel,  Pilterson  of  New 
York,  Patterson  of  Pennsylvania,  Phillips,  Pieraoo, 
Pitcher,  Pluniei  of  New  Hampshire,  Plumer  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Poinsett,  Rankin,  Seed  of  MaiaacbueeUs, 
RsidofOeorgia,  Rhea,  Rich,  Ragen,  Roes,  Rugglee, 
Suss,  Rauell,  Sanders,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sergeant, 
Bloan,  8.  Smith,  Arthur  Smith.  W.  Smith,  Alexander 
Smyth,  J,  8.  Smith,  Speneer,  Slrrllng  of  Connecticut, 
8lerlin<  of  New  Yotk,  Stevenaon,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Swan,  Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thompeon,  Tod,  Tomlinaon, 
Trai7,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Upham,  VsDccTan  ReoMelaer,  Van  Wych, 
Walker,  W»lworth.WarfieId,  Whipple,  White,  Whit- 
man, Witljama  of  North  Carolina,  Williems  of  Vir- 
ginia, WUliamaon,  Wil»a,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Wood- 
■00,  Wcnman,  and  WrighL 

Nil— Mr.  Qarnetl. 

So  the  first  resolve  paaaed  unaDimoiuly,  with 
the  exception  of  a  ain^e  Tote. 

The  seeond  reaolation  being  under  considera- 
tion— Mr.  CBAMBBB8  wished  that  some  gentleman 
who  waa  conrcraant  with  the  views  of  the  com- 
miltoe,  in  relation  to  the  subjeci,  would  explain 
the  reasons  for  the  particular  sum  that  had  been 
reported.  For  himself,  he  was  not  entirely  pre- 
pared to  sajr  what  sum  ought  to  be  ainnropriated. 

Bdr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  mgdify 
the  resolution  so  as  to  leave  it  optional  with  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  speci- 
fic bill,  or  to  include  the  amount  in  a  general  ap- 
ptopriaiion. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Tbimblb,  who  were  unwilling 
to  alter  the  reaolution  as  recommended  by  the 
commillee,  and  preferred  that  this  should  be  dis- 
connected from  aoy  other  approprislion. 


Mr.  Smith  remarked  that  his  onl^  view  in 
making  the  motion,  was  to  get  at  the  object  of  the 
friends  of  the  measure  more  readily  than  could 
perhaps  be  done,  by  a  special  bill  for  this  purnMe. 
But,  in  conformity  with  the  wishes  that  bad  Men 
expressed,  he  withdrew  the  mption. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  second 
resolution,  and  carried  uDBDimously. 

And  then,  on  motioD  of  Mr.  H.  Nelbom,  the 
House  adjourned. 


As  soon 


FniDAV,  March  29. 
a  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  procedings 


Mr.  EnaTie  addressed  the  Chair  and  dated  ibat 
he  was  necessarily  aheent  yesterday  when  the  vole 
was  taken  on  the  resolution  relative  to  the  recog- 
nition of  the  independence  of  the  late  provinces 
of  Spain  in  South  America,  and  that  be  wished  to 
record  his  vote  thereon. 

On  this  proposition  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  was  required,  to  dispense  with  the  rule 
which  provides  that  no  member  shall  be  entitled 
to  vote  on  any  question  who  was  not  within  the 
bar  of  the  House  wbenhis  name  was  called;  and 
some  conversation  took  place  on  the  expedieoey 
ttf  granting  the  leave  asked  for — in  the  course  of 

Mr.  Tavlor  quoted  the  case  of  the  Declaration 
of  AmericBD  ladependenee,  to  which  were  affixed 
the  names  of  several  members  who  were  not  present 
when  the  same  was  agreed  to,  but  came  in  afiei^ 
vrards  and  were  allow«]  to  subscribe  it.  The  case 
now  before  the  House,  if  not  analogous,  was  as 
little  likely  to  be  drawn  into  precedent  as  thaL 

Mr.  Cooke  quoted  the  case  which  occurred  yes- 
terday— in  which,  a  member  coming  in  after  his 
name  had  been  called,  was  yet  allowed  by  uoani- 
mous  consent  to  record  his  vote  as  though  he  had 
been  present.  On  this  occasion,  Mr.  C.  contended, 
the  same  liberality  ought  to  beexteaded  to  all  who 

These  considerations  prevailed  with  the  Hoiiae, 
and,  by  unanimous  consent,  leave  was  grsnted  to 
Mr.  EuBTis,  and  Measn.  Reid,  Diokihbon,  Mat- 
lack,  McDnFTiB,  New,  Scott,  and  Evot,  for 
similar  reasons,  and  tbay  severally  voted  in  the 
affirmative,  when  the  vote  was  declared  lo  be— 
yens  167,  nay  1. 

Mr.  WaiOHT  requested  a  similar  libery  to  Mr. 
Reed,  of  Maryland,  who  was  neoenarily  delaiaed 
by  sickness,  but  it  was  decided  by  the  Chair  to  be 
impossible  to  grant  such  liberty  to  b  member  not 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamia 
Stephenson ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  , 

Two  Messages,  received  from  the  PREemEiaT 
or  THE  Umted  S'patcb  yesterday,  were  read  as 
follows,  viz : 
Ta  the  Houte  ofRtpratntatiBttofthe  Vnittd  Sfo/e*.' 

I  transmit  the  original  report*  on  the  euhject  of  the 
IbrtificBtions  on  Datiphia  IiUnd  and  Mobile  Point, 
being  Ihoae  on  which  the  work*  were  andertaken,  and 
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luTS  beiB  in  part  eiccuted.  Ths  doubt  cipiemd  u 
W  tbe  pmpriei;  of  tb«  pnfalictitian  ia  ipfdicable  ta  thji  ; 
documeDl,  which  wauld  hava  accampanied  tb«  M«na^  , 
•f  the  2Sth,  bad  it  been  prepared  in  linie.  I 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WiaaiBSTOK,  MarA  98,  18S9. 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the  j 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs ;  j 

To  tke  Haute  of  Sapramlaliva  of  tht  VaUed  Slala  .■  j 

In  compliance  with  a  resolulioo  of  Ihe  Houm  ot 
RepraBentaliTBi,  of  Ibe  lat  initant,  reqaestiog  "the 
Pi  I  allien  t  to  ooDmnnicite  inch  information  aa  be  may 
puai—a  ralatire  to  anj  priTate  claim  againai  tha  piece 
•f  land  in  the  Delaware  river,  known  hj  the  name  of 
the  Pe>  Pftlcb,  and  to  atale,  if  an;,  and  what,  proceu 
haa  been  iBetitoIed  in  behalf  of  each  claim."  1  here- 
with traoamit  a  report  from  the  Secrclai?  of  War,  far- 
■iahing  ibe  iaformalioD  tequind. 

JAHE8  MONROE. 

Wahihbt*b,  JbreiS,  leSL 

The  Meniage  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Sfeaeer  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieaanry,  transmitii&e 
smidry  staienients  in  relation  to  tae  receipts  bdo 
expenditure  of  the  OoferniueDl,  and  of  apj)ropria- 
tions,  and  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations, 
at  modry  periods,  as  called  for  by  the  resolution 
of  this  House,  oa  the  13th  ultimo;  which  letter 
and  itatemeoti  were  oideted  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  (hen  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Wil-  i 
tiam  E.  Meek,  and  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Coraelios  Huson,  which  were  respectively  reported 
to  the  Moose  without  amendment;  and  the  bills 
were  ordered  to  be  engtowed  for  a  third  reading. 

GRADUAL  INCREASE  OF  THE  NAVY*. 

Mr.  HcLahb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  by  resolution,  "to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  modifying  the  set, 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the 
Nary  of  the  United  States,'  so  as  to  require  a  part 
of  the  annual  appropriation  to  be  expended  in  the 
construction  of  vessels  of  an  inferior  force  to  those 
DOW  antborized  br  said  law  to  be  built,"  made  a 
report  thereon ;  wnich  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
oa  the  table. 

Mr.  McLanb,  from  the  same  committee,  aUo 
reported  a  bill  to  fix  and  render  permanent  the 
Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  itate  of  the 
Union.    The  report  is  ai  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Na*aJ  ASItin,  to  whom  waa  n- 
fnrad  the  naolulion  oi  the  Home  of  Rapraaentativea 
of  iha  4th  inatant,  inatrueling  them  to  inqnire  into  Ae 
expediency  of  mo^jing  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  tar 
the  giadnal  inereaae  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Blatea," 
•o  u  to  require  a  part  of  the  annnal  appraptiatiun  to 
b«  expended  in  the  conatraction  of  veaaali  of  an  infe- 
Kor  force  to  those  now  aathorixed  by  said  law  tc  be 
built,"  make  the  fallowing  report: 

That,  b;  the  act  above  referred  to,  passed  the  30th 
April,  IBIS,  the  earn  of  one  million  of  dollars  per  an- 
nnm  was  appropriated  lor  the  gridnal  inereaae  of  the 


Navy  of  the  United  Btatea  ;  and  the  President  of  the 
United  Blalec  was  authorized  to  caaae  to  be  built  nine 
ahipa,  to  rate  not  leu  than  74  guoi  each ;  and  tnelve 
abipe,  to  rate  not  less  than  44  guns  each,  including 
one  74  and  three  44  gun  shipi,  authorized  bj  a  previ- 
ooa  lew.  The  President  was  alao  DUthorized  to  pro- 
cure ateam  engines  and  all  the  impetiihabte  mttariais 
necessary  for  building  and  equipping  tbree  ■teem  bat- 
teriea ;  and  b;  the  4lb  section  of  tbe  act,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  "  Ibe  monaya  opprapriated  by  this  act  shall 
not  be  transferred  to  any  other  object  of  eipenditure." 
Bytfaeict  of3d  March,  ISSl,  ioelead  of  the  appropri- 
ation contained  in  tbe  original  act,  the  anm  of  #S00,- 
000  per  annum,  for  lii  jeara,  was  appropriated  to  carry 
into  effect  Ibe  purpoaes  of  the  said  net;  and  that  the 
whole  of  thit  sum  will  be  required  to  compiele  the  sb- 
jeeta  eomplatcd  by  theae  acta.  That,  purauant  to  the 
iaetruclione  and  objecti  of  these  lawi,  there  has  been 
built  and  eqnipl  one  Bbip-t^-lhe-line,  viz:  the  Colum- 
boai  and  tfaatlbere  bia  been  builtand  launched  tbree 
^pa.of-tlt«-liDe,  viz:  the  Ohio,  the  North  Carolina, 
and  the  Delaware,  and  one  frigate  ot  WaahiDgton,  tbe 
Potomac  i  that  there  ia  now  on  (he  atoaka,  built  and 
ready  to  launch,  one  abip.of-lfae-line  at  Boston — that 
thaie  are  now  on  the  flocks,  nearly  finiabed,  one  ship- 
oC-tbe-Mne  at  Portamontb,  New  Hamp^ire,  one  frig, 
ate  al  Pbiladelphia,  and  one  frigate  at  New  York — 
that  there  ia  on  the  stocks,  about  half  finished,  one 
•bip-of-the-line  at  Oosport,  Virginia — that  prepara* 
tiona  have,  toi  some  time  peal,  been  making,  for  pot- 
ting oifr  the  sloelu  one  abip-af-the-line  at  Boston,  one 
frigatV  at  New  York,  one  frigate  at  Portamoutb,  New 
Hampahire,  and  one  frigate  st  Wasbington,  and  that 
ihe  (ramea,  and  nearly  all  the  limber,  and  other  msle- 
riala  have  been  provided  for  building  one  ship^f-tbe- 
line  at  Philadelphia,  one  frigate  at  Wubingloa,  one 
fiigala  at  Boelon,  and  one  frigate  at  Norfolk — that  the 
live  oak  framea,  and  nearly  all  tbe  other  timber,  and 
two  steam  engine*,  have  been  provided  tor  two  aleem 
battoriea  at  New  York,  and  one  steam  battery  at 
Washington.  The  committee  further  report  that  the 
arlielea  on  hand,  and  those  contraeted  for,  coold  not 
be  adiantogeou^y  applied  to  the  building  of  Vessels  of 
a  smaller  claaa  than  tboae  for  which  they  were  provi' 
ded  and  designed.  "The  frame*  of  our  ahipa-ofthe- 
iilH  are  all  gut  to  moulda;  each  particular  piece  has 
ils  appropriate  place  in  tbe  frame,"  and  the  labor  af 
rednetDg  them  to  a  size  suitable  (o  amalter  veiaela 
would  be  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equel  to  Ihe  expense  of 
a  new  frame.  The  copper  provided,  too,  is  generally 
heavier  than  la  used  for  sloop*  of  war. 

In  the  opinion  of  Ihe  committee,  the  franss  being 
cut  to  moulds,  which,  being  tbe  cheaper  and  better 
plan,  the  commissionera  of  the  Nary,  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  before  recited  acta,  were  antboriied  to  direoi, 
there  would  he  great  ri^  of  losing  them  entirely,  by 
their  warping  out  of  place,  if  tbej  are  not  put  together. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  also,  that  the  funds 
appropriated  for  the  gradual  inereaae  of  Ihe  Navy, 
cannot  be  diverted  to  any  other  objects,  conaidanlly 
with  good  faith,  or  the  real  interest*  of  the  nation. 

Tbe  policy  wae  adopted  upon  great  coasiderstion, 
and  with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  our  aeseoaat,  and  in 
a  well  founded  conviction  Ibal  it  was  wise  and  pru- 
dent gradually  to  Increase  our  naval  force  in  time  of 
peace,  and  to  reader  it  efficient  in  tbe  eiigenciea  10 
which  tbe  country  most  be  alwaya  more  or  less  ex- 
poaed.  It  i*  believed  that  tbe  beat  defence  for  this 
country,  and  that  on  which  it  taiut  principally  rely. 
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.  but  lo 


not  onl;  for  ibe  pnileelioa  of  oui  i 
prcTCQt  the  actuil  invuion  of  lbs  Mil.  it  (be  nivsl 
force.  The  set  for  tbi  graijual  increaw:  of  tha  Naty 
«>■  fuuadeil  an  tbia  pmuniptiaii,  and  ilcaigneil  bj 
grailual  mruni,  in  a  manner  leaat  oppreuive  to  tba 
counlry,  to  lay  (he  foundalian  of  *ti  effieient  naval 
povtcr,  anJ  to  prepare,  in  time  of  peace,  that  daacrip- 
tion  of  force,  wbicb  could  not  be  easily  raiaed  up  in 
tiine  of  w»r,  but  which  would  be  indiapeniable  in  audi 
■  ciiiii.  It  requirea  mocb  lime  and  great  cafe  lo  pre- 
pare the  maleriaii,  and  conitruct  the  veasela  of  the 
claaa  provided  for  in  the  acta,  and  the  experience  of 
the  lale  war  baa  fully  demonatralecl  ibe  neceaaily  of 
■uch  a  force  ;  by  leaching  ua  the  facility  with  which 
the  enemy  could  blockade  a  large  portion  of  our  cuaat 
with  a  aingle  abip-of-tbe-line. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  Ihat  it  would  be  un- 
wiae  to  change  Ihii  ayatam,  founded  upon  ao  many 
important  conaideraliona,  without  aome  urgent  necei- 
ailj,  and  in  their  opinion  none  auch  exiata;  on  the 
contrary,  there  aeena  to  be  even  itrODger  rcaaona  for 
■dheiing  to  the  policy,  and  cheriahing  ihe  growth  of 
our  naTal  power,  now  that  foreign  nationa  are  modcl- 
ing  tboir  oavil  architecture  after  our  improve  men  ta, 
uid  at  a  moment  when  our  foreign  relatione  are  about 
to  be  extended,  upon  ■  scale  which  abould,  at  leaal, 
admoniah  ua  againat  any  diminullan  of,  or  an  indiffer- 
ence to  the  meaDa  of  national  derence. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  importance  of 
rioopa  of  war,  a>  a  claaa  of  naval  force,  indiapeniable 
both  in  time  of  peace  and  war ;  but  tliey  are  a  claaa 
which  may  be  provided  in  a  ahorter  lima,  and  with 
coniiderable  advantage,  even  aAer  the  exigency  hai 
uisen,  and,  {bough  Ifaey  would  be  uaeful  in  lime  of 
peace  for  many  aarvicea,  and  eipecially  for  the  diicip- 
line  of  our  officera,  and  the  more  efiectual  auppreinoD 
of  ibe  piratical  maraudera  upon  our  commerce,  the 
eommiltee  believe  it  would  be  unwiae  to  break  in  upon 
the  fund  for  Ihe  gradual  increaae  of  the  Navy,  even 
for  aucli  objecle;  and,  therefore,  rtcamoiend  the  adap- 
tion of  the  following  reaolution : 

Saohtd,  That  it  ia  ineipedioDt  to  modify  the  act, 
cnUUed  "An  act  for  tbe  gradual  increaae  uf  the  Navy 
of  the  United  Slalea,"  so  aa  (o  require  a  part  of  the 
annual  appropriation  to  be  expended  in  the  coQatnie- 
tMn  of  veaeels  of  in  inferior  force  to  ihote  now  author- 
ited  by  (be  said  lavr  lo  be  built. 

LNSPECTION  OF  LAND  OFFICES. 

Mr.  McLane,  from  a  select  committee,  deliv- 
wed  ia  the  following  report;  which  was  read, and 
ordered  to  lie  od  (he  tabJe: 

The  committee,  to  whom  naa  referred  the  leveral 
communication  a  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury, 
of  the  SSth  of  January,  anil  I8lh  ai  February,  1833, 
in  obedience  to  aeveral  reaoluliona  of  (he  Houae  of 

Repreientativfa  of  the  4(h  of  January,  and Peb- 

ruaiy,  ISSS,  teipocting  (he  manner  in  arbicb  the  aev- 
eral land  offices  have  been  examined,  by  whom  exam- 
ined,  and  the  moneya  paid  for  auch  examination,  &c. ; 
having  examined  (be  aiibject  aubmitled  to  ihem  with 
(Teat deliberation,  make  the  following  report: 

That,  by  the  lawa  of  the  United  tilBlca.  it  ia  made 
"  the  duly  of  tbo  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  to  cauae, 
at  least  once  every  year,  the  booka  of  the  olEcera  of 
the  land  offices  to  be  examined,  and  (be  balance  of 
public  money*  in  the  handa  of  Ihe  aeveral  receivers  of 
public  money*  of  the  aaid  offices  to  be  ascertained." 
Tiut,  previous  to  ihe  year  1816,  ibis 


been  mads  by  persona  reiiding  io  the  vicinity  of  Iho 
respective  oflicea ;  bat,  in  progreu  of  time,  the  ang- 
mentation  in  the  receipt*  of  these  officea  rendered 
more  information  necessary,  and  gave  an  importance 
to  Ihe  examination  which  it  had  not  previouaty  poa- 
aeaaed.  These  circumalancea  proved  the  inadequm^ 
of  the  old  ayatem,  and,  in  IS16,  induced  the  late  Mr. 
Dallas,  then  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  to  direct  the 
examination  to  be  made  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  tb« 
Oenaral  Lund  Office,  who  waaalao  permitted  lo  rnaka 

services,  in  each  year,  al  (he  rate  of  three  dollar*  per 
day,  in  addition  10  bia  aalary  aa  clerk.  That,  aino* 
the   year   1817.  the  examinBliDn  has  been  made  by 

CTsons  disconnectsd  with  the  Departmeul,  and  wba 
ve  received  fbr  their  service*  at  the  rate  of  aii  dol- 
lars per  day,  and  ail  dollara  for  every  twenty  milM 
travel. 

That,  iu  the  year  1834,  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  Esq.,  • 
SeoBlor  of  the  United  States,  from  Illinois,  was  per- 
mitted by  the  Secraury  of  the  Treaaury  to  elauine 
the  offices  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Miaaourj.  for 
which,  ae  appear*  by  the  ducuments  before  the  com- 
mittee, be  receivod  a  Bum  amounting  to  theallowanca 
which  ha*  been  established  aince  the  year  1817.  That 
(he  principal  inducement  lo  permit  the  said  Jrase  B> 
Thomaa  to  mike  the  examination,  as  stated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  appear*  to  have  been  an 
eipecUtion  that  he  would  he  enabled  to  secure  to  the 
United  Statea  a  large  amsunt  of  public  money  in  Iba 
Bank  of  Vincenne*  at  tbe  time  that  bank  stepped  pay- 
ment, which  servicB  he  performed,  and  for  which  ha 
has  not  received  or  demanded  any  compenaation. 

Attbough  tbe  eommiltee  consider  the  duty  of  aug- 
gesling  or  recommending  any  alteratiiin  in  the  mode 
of  examining  ihe  land  offices,  to  be  properly  wilhta 
tbe  province  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  ta 
whom  (hi*  part  of  Ule  subject  naturally  refer*  itself 
they  are  nevertheless  free  lo  declare  it  a*  their  opin- 
ion, that  the  public  interest  doe*  Dot  require  aoj 
dlaoge  ID  the  mode  which  ha*  been  puraufd  since  the 
year  1817. 

The  commillae  presume,  however,  that  ihi*  na* 
the  lea*l  important  object  of  the  reference  01  the  anb- 
ject  to  ibsm ;  and  that  the  design  principally  was, 
that  they  should  conalder  and  report  upon  tbe  efiect 
of  permitting  Jeaie  B.  Thomas,  Esq.,  a  Senator  of 
the  United  Sutea,  to  examine  the  said  offices,  in  1831, 
in  which  it  baa  been  supposed  that  both  tbe  Conititu* 
tlon  of  the  United  States,  and  the  act  of  Congress 
"eiincerniiig  contracu,"  paased  the  Slat  of  April, 
have  been  violated. 

Although  tbe  committee  freely  admit  (he  power  aod 
juHidictian  of  the  House  of  Repreientalive*  to  guard 
ihe  purity  of  our  inalitution*  from  violation*,  which 
it  i*  the  peculiar  province  of  Congrcta  or  of  the  peo- 
ple to  puniih  or  remedy  ;  they  cannot  recogniae  either 
its  justice  or  dignity  in  conducting  ex  parte  investi- 
gation* into  breaches  of  highly  penal  statute*,  and 
the  commission  of  misdemeanora  amenable  by  th* 
lawa  to  a  diflerent  tribunal.  Such  precedent  might 
lead,  in  worae  limes,  to  consequence*  of  a  tninona 
and  moat  lionbleaoma  cbaracter.  They  might  be  naed 
to  aulhoriie  Congret*  to  became  tbe  Mpositore  of 
their  own  lawa,  or  improperly  to  throw  tbe  weight  of 
their  opinion  into  (be  deliberation  a  of  the  legitimate 
tribunals.  They  would  be  vary  apt  to  be  aeiied  upon 
to  produce  a  pgUic  exdtament,  and  be  perverted  to  tha 
purpoarBofambitianameii  and  Individual  rt ~ 
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im«  time,  tlM  cooimitlt*  w«ald  not  be  un- 
denUMMl  ■■  ueribing  Um  )ireMnt  in*eiligatian  to  locb 
mstire*.  ■■(],  ■■  wait  on  tfai*  aecoiint,  u  from  ■  j»t 
iniie  of  tbi  polic;  of  our  initilutiona,  nod  (he  ebir- 
■ctei  of  the  indiTiiluml*  caii««niad,  they  lubmit  to  the 
HoDu  the  gineral  viewi  which  they  are  ccDebmined 
10  CDteitun. 

The  coniinittce  are  cleirly  of  o^nnion  that  the  ex- 
uninMion  of  the  land  offlcei  by  Jeeee  B.  Thomai, 
Baq.,  we<  not  ft  fkUtion  of  the  Conetitution  of  the 
United  Slatea. 

That  inatnimeat  forbid*  the  appointmaDt  of  mem- 
ben  of  Congm^  duriog  the  time  for  which  thej 
were  elected,  to  aoj  civil  office,  created,  or  the  emotu' 
ments  whereof  ahall  have  been  increeied,  doring  tbit 
time  ;  mnd,  eleo,  preienla  anj  penon  hoi Jing  an  office 
mider  th«  GoTeroment  from  beiog  a  member  of  Con- 
gieaa  dnrinK  hb  eoDtinauice  in  office. 

The  olgect  waa  to  uke  from  Congrew  the  meane 
or  indnoement  of  creating  place  or  emoloment  for 
tbemaelTea,  ani)  thereby  gnard  the  righla  and  inlereata 
of  the  people  from  the  eticroacbment  of  GiecntiTe 
power.  The  committee  are  tbe  advocatea  of  thia  pol- 
icy, and  wmld  be  the  laal  to  weaken  iti  influence  in 
the  Otnvrnment.  But  the  cue  of  Mr.  Tbomai  ia 
cletily  not  within  tbe  word*  or  the  ipirit  of  the  lint, 
and  if  it  conU  be  conaiilered  ■■  embraced  in  the  latter 
clauie,  bii  appointment  would,  neTertheten,  be  Con- 
■titutional,  uaea  only  the  holding  inmmpitibis  offieet 
at  the  aame  tims  ia  prohibited,  with  which  idea  the 
daily  practice  of  the  Govemmeat,  from  it*  organiii- 
tien,  ii  in  itiict  conlbrmily.  In  fact,  the  UongreH  of 
the  United  Blatei  ha*  hitbcrto  been  the  theatre  on 
which  the  ableat  men  of  our  couutry  have  become  dit- 
tingmjihed  for  their  virtue  and  intelligence,  and  re- 
commended themaelvei  to  the  higheat  honor*  and 
place*  in  the  Gorernment.  The  eame  theatre  ha*  ma- 
tured their  experience,  end  conducted  our  greateit 
atBl«aneii  to  the  ExecatiTc  and  Judicial  Department* 
at  bome,  end  to  foreign  Cann*  abroad,  with  equal  ed- 
laniage  to  the  oiTument  and  real  inlereata  of  the  naiion. 
If,  therefore,  there  cOQtd  be  luch  an  incompatibility 
■a  ia  imagined,  it  woald  then  retolTe  ilaelf  into  the 
quHtion,  whetticr  Mr.  Tboma*,  by  accepting  Ibe  ap- 
poutment,  had  vacated  bia  aeat  in  the  Senate,  and 
with  th4t  body  your  committee  would,  in  that  cue,  be 
diapoaed  to  leave  it. 

But  yoni  committee  are  of  opinion  that  ibc  duty  ot 
eiamiiiing  the  land  office*  ia  not  *uch  an  office  aa  wa* 
contemplaied  by  the  Conititution  of  the  United  Stalea, 
which  opinion  aeemi  to  have  received  the  aanction, 
and  rtgnlated  the  prectice,  of  the  Government  lince 
the  adoption  of  the  Conititution,  by  tboae  who  bore  a 
principal  abare  in  compoMng  it;  and  mnit,  therefore, 
be  mppoeed  to  have  nnderitood  ita  real  import. 

The  committee  refer  to  tbe  appointment  of  Mr. 
Tnwy,  ■  Senator  of  the  United  Stelea.  by  Preaident 
Aduoa,  in  tbe  year  1800,  to  inapect  tha  poete  on  tbe 
BOTtbara  and  northweatem  frontier.  For  thia  aervice, 
Mr.  Tracy  received  a  liberal  compenaation,  and  extra 
toUeage,  which  ia  aUted  on  the  record*  of  the  Benala 
of  (bat  dn.  Under  the  Adminiatratian  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
aoa,  Mr.  Daweon,  a  member  of  the  Houae  ofRepre- 
■eatativea,  from  Virginia,  wu  appointed  aa  the  bearer 
of  a  tiealy  to  Prance,  and  wat  paid  for  performing 
the  doty;  and  daring  tha  A dminiai ration  c^  the  *ame 
Preaidant,  Mr.  Smith,  a  8«Q«lor  from  Tenneatee,  waa 
appoialad  a  commiaaioner  to  treat  with  the  Indiana, 
and  Bctnallj  elMtlted  two  trealie*  nnder  thia  ippoint- 
17ih  Com.  1st  Bebb.— 45 


nent.  Tbey  aleo  refer  to  the  intUnee,  at  a  atill  more 
recent  period,  during  the  Admiolatnition  of  Preaident 
Madiaon,  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Worthinglon,  a 
Senator,  and  Mr.  Morrow,  a  Repreien  lalive,  from 
Ohio,  to  Dagotiate  with  tbe  Indiana.  In  eeeh  of  theae 
caeca,  the  individuals  referred  to  execaled  tbe  tnuta 
confided  to  them,  alill  retained  their  aeate  in  C«n- 
greai ;  and,  in  the  Senate,  pafced  upon  Iheir  own 
acta.  Tha  committee  content  tbem*el*e*  with  theic 
iniUnce*,  without  enumerating  other*,  aa  affording  ft 
dear  expoaition  of  thi*  dauae  in  the  Conititution. 

The  act  of  Congreaa,  wbich  it  ia  anppoaed  ha*  been 
violated  liy  permitting  Mr.  Tbomu  to  eianiine  the 
land  office*,  wa*  pa*Md  the  2Itt  April,  IB08,  utd  i* 
entitled  'An  act  concerning  contract*." 

The  fir«t  eeetion  provide*  that,  firom  and  after  the 
paiaage  of  tbia  act,  no  member  of  Congreaa  ahall,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  himaelf,  or  by  any  other  penoa 
whataoever  in  truat  for  bim,  or  for  hi*  lue  or  benefit, 
or  on  bia  account,  nndertake,  execute,  hold,  or  enjoy, 
in  the  whole  or  in  part,  any  contract  or  agreement 
hereafter  to  be  mode  or  ejltered  into  with  any  officer 
of  the  United  Butea,  in  their  behalf,  or  with  any  per- 
eon  authoriied  to  make  contract*  on  the  pan  of  the 
United  Stalea ;  and  further  impoaei  a  penalty  on  any 
member  of  Co ngreM  ao  offeodiag. 

Tbe  ect  farther  provide*,  » that  if  any  officer  of  the 
United  atalea,  on  behalf  of  the  United  Blatca,  ahall, 
directly  or  indirectly,  make  or  enter  into  any  eontrtet, 
bargain,  or  agreement,  in  writing  or  oiherwiie,  other 
tban  ihoae  therein  excepted,  on  conviction  IhereoT 
ahall  be  guilty  of  a  high  miademeanor,  and  fined  in 
the  eum  of  three  thoaaand  dollar*." 

Tha  Gth  icclion  providea,  that  "after  the  pauing  of 
ihie  act,  it  aball  be  the  dnly  of  tbe  Secreury  of  tha 
Treaaury,  Sw^retary  of  War,  Seoretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  Poatmaater  General,  annually,  u  lay  before  Con- 
grea*  a  itatemanl  of  ell  the  contraete  wludi  have  bean 
made  in  their  re«pectivB  depettntenta  dnring  the  yew- 
preceding  *sch  report,"  die. 

Without  meaning  to  pronoBnoe  any  opinion,  whe- 
ther a  court  of  jualice  would  *o  interpret  the  law  u  to- 
ba  appliubla  to  the  caie  of  the  examination  of  th« 
Land  Office  by  Mr.  Tbomaa,  the  committee  are  awaiw 
that  tha  word*  are  extremely  broad,  and,  if  (ttch  oonld 
be  auppoaed  to  be  their  true  intent  and  meaning, 
wonld  be  capable  of  ambracing  every  imaginable  caav 
in  which  a  mantiar  of  Congreae  could  b«  called  to  p«t- 
fonn  any  duly,  or  render  any  aerviee  in  behalf  of  tha 
United  Stelea,  and  which,  by  any  poeaibilitr,  eonld  he 
termed  "  a  contract,  bargain,  or  agreement. 

They  could  eapeeially  be  extended  te  the  appoint- 
ment to  negotiate  trcatie*,  whether  the  member  thonld 
afterwarda  reaign  or  not ;  to  the  appointment  of  prin- 
ter* to  pabliih  the  law*  of  the  United  Statea ;  and  to 
tha  employmeiii  of  eouneel  in  catue*  in  which  the 
United  Bute*  have  an  inlereat — than  none  of  whidi, 
it  ia  apprehended,  i*  the  duty  of  examining  tbe  iand 
office*  more  plainly  within  tha  acope  of  the  worda. 
But,  by  the  contemporary  practice  which  oecaaionad 
tbe  law,  and  which  followed  ita  enactment,  among 
tboae  who  were  liable  to  tte  proviaiona  and  alwaya  dia- 
poaed to  comply  with  iU  terma )  who  either  aided  in 
making,  or  lived  and  were  familiar  in  the  time*  and 
circDmatanoea  in  which  it  wu  made,  and  were  eon- 
veraanl  with  the  men  and  their  object*,  by  whom  it 
waapaieed;  it  bu  received  a  diSerent  conatmctioa, 
and  haa  never  been  conaidered  u  pnriiibitinf  My  of 
the  employinent*  above  enumaraUd. 
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From  the  orginiiRlioa  of  Ibe  ODvernineiit,  donn  to 
tke  pauing  of  th«  liw  in  1B08,  it  hid  been  uiaal  to 
give  luch  appotDtmenta  to  memben  of  Congrew  ;  »iid 
though  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Tracj  hii  demand  for  mile- 
age wu  not  deemed  reawnable,  neither  the  legalit; 
nor  policy  of  the  usage  hod  eTei  been  quedtoned. 
But,  in  the  years  1807  and  1803,  John  Smith,  &  8en- 
Bloi  from  Ohio,  hid  entered  largely  into  contracls  trith 
the  War  Lepirtmenl  for  aupplyiog  the  Noithweslern 
army  ;  and  Matthew  Lyon,  a  Kepreientative  from 
Kentucky,  had  numerous  conlracta  nith  the  Postoiaa- 
ler  General  far  canying  the  mail.  Tbese  contract! 
had  produced  coniiJerable  excitement  in  Congress, 
where  Iheir  influence  had  been  manifested ;  and  eape- 
cially  the  former,  under  the  supposition  that  John 
Smith  bad  become  connected  with  the  schemes  of  A. 
Burr,  aod  used  his  contract  to  subierTB  them.  After 
a  fruitless  attempt  to  expel  him  fram  bis  seat  in  the 
SeoBta,  (he  law  in  qneition  wsi  passed.  Fiom  the 
date  of  this  law,  all  eontricta  of  the  nature  of  the  two 
last  eeaaed  to  be  given  to  memben  of  Congreas ; 
while  all  other  trusts  uid  agencies,  is  hefore  referred 
to,  coDlinoed  to  be  given,  and  the  retaroi  from  the 
diflerent  departments  made  accordingly,  without  seri- 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Worlbington  and  Mr. 
Morrow  (both  acUve  in  their  respectiTe  places  in  pass- 
ing the  Ian  of  1808)  as  commiasionen  to  negotiate 
with  the  Indiana,  was  made  very  aoon  after  the  taw 
was  passed,  and  by  President  Madiaon,  who  was  Sec- 
retary of  Stale  at  the  timeofits  eniclment.  and  conld 
no  more  be  supposed  to  be  ignorant  of  ita  general 
objects  diin  disinclined  lo  obey  ita  injonctioni  in  tbeir 
true  sfHrit  and  meaning. 

It  ia  believed  by  the  committee  that  the  late  Wil- 
liam Pinkney  waa  employed  as  counsel  in  behalf  of 
Ibe  United  Stalsi,  while  he  waa  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representative  a  from  Maryland,  and  argued 
some  causes  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  received  a 
liberal  compensation  for  his  aervices. 

It  appears  too  that  in  16IB,  upon  the  occftsion  of 
certain  complaints  made  at  the  office  of  the  Becretaty 
af  the  Treasury  against  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  at 
Vineenues,  the  preaent  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  directed  the  Senators  from  Indiana  to  inves- 
tigate thaiubjecl;  and  thougb  the  invest igaljo a  did 
nol  proceed,  one  of  the  Senatora  who  hved  at  a  dis- 
tance, and  attended  for  ihe  purpose,  was  miterwarda 
allowed  hia  travelling  expenies. 

On  another  occaiion,  (in  the  year  1816,)  the  Hon.  I 
Benjamin  Rugglea  was  directed  to  aid  the  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Cumberland  Road  in  taking  proper  . 
security  from  the  persons  entering  into  the  contracts, 
and  received  from  the  Superintendent  a«v«nty-twa 
dollari  for  hia  aarvice*. 

In  the  Deparlment  of  State  there  exiat  few  occa- 
aiona  for  giving  a  eonatruction  to  this  law  "cancorn- 
ing  public  conlracta:"  though  in  this  Departmeot  the 
employment  of  a  member  of  Congreas  (being  the  edi- 
tor of  a  newipaper)  to  print  the  lews  of  the  United 
States  has  not  been  considered  by  John  Qniney  Adama, 
Esq.,  "  or  by  bis  predeceaaors,  as  prohibited  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  or  as  coming  al  all  within  its  pur- 
view." Accordingly,  your  committee  find  that  James 
J.  Wilson,  Esq.,  a  Senator  from  Ihe  Slate  of  Kew 
Jeney,  and  the  editor  of  the  Trenton  True  Ameri- 
can, WIS  employed  to  print  the  laws  during  the  time 
he  was  Senator,  from  1816  to  1831,  and  from  the  year 


In  the  Navy  Department,  the  committee  have  heari 
of  no  particular  cases,  or  of  any  particular  practice, 
other  than  that  arising  from  the  annual  returns  under 
the  fifth  aeclion.whichareeiclusively  confined  to  con- 
tracts lor  work  and  tuppHet. 

The  committee  believe  it  to  have  been  usual  in  the 
War  Department,  also,  to  employ  members  of  Con- 
grGES  aa  counsel  in  behalf  of  the  United  Slates;  and 
they  refer  psrticularly  to  the  instances  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win of  the  House  of  Hepresentativea,  and  of  Mr.  Rod- 
ney of  Delaware,  of  the  Senate,  employed  and  psiJ  as 
counsel  under  the  direction  of  the  preseni  Secretary 
of  War. 

The  eommitlce  refer,  also,  lo  the  cose  of  a  meoibei 
of  the  House  of  Represenlativea,  in  the  present  Con- 
gress, who  is  employed,  under  the  authoritj  of  the 
War  Department,  aa  the  superintendent  of  a  fortifi- 
cation of  the  United  Stale*,  fur  which  he  recsivra  an 

Upon  these  instances  the  committee  forbear  any 
comment  i  proceeding  to  remark,  however,  that  in  tbia 
practical  conslmction,  there  haa  been  an  uniformity. 
which  could  scarcelj  have  resulted  from  any  thing 
elae  than  a  universal  impression  of  the  real  meaning 
of  the  law.  Bj  the  filth  section  it  haa  been  perceivad 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieaiury,  Secretary  of  War, 
and  of  Ihe  Navy,  and  the  Poatmaiter  General,  are  di- 
rected to  make  annual  statementa  to  Congress,  of  such 
contracts,  made  in  tbeir  respective  departments,  aa 
are  comprehended  in  the  law.  But  in  none  of  these 
leturns,  which  have  been  annually  made,  are  included 
any  of  the  cases  enumerated,  vjheiker  the  tervice  had 
been  ptrformed  by  a  mtmbtr  of  Congrai,  or  ang 
other  per»on,  and  under  the  idea  that  £e*e  were  not 
of  the  description  of  contracts  to  which  ihe  law  bad 
reference,  the  returns  embrace  only  contracts  for  labor, 
for  furnishing  supplies,  and  for  carrying  the  mail ;  and 
it  is  also  worthy  of  observsljon,  that,  though  thia  fifth 
section  designs  to  compel  a  return  of  all  contracts 
wiUiin  Ihe  law,  it  does  not  require  any  such  retom 
from  the  Department  of  State,  in  which,  though  it  is 
true  no  auch  contrscla  ai  gave  riae  to  the  law  are  ever 
made,  it  has,  nevertheleH,  an  eitenaite  patronage,  a 
part  of  which  ia  that  of  authorizing  the  publication  of 
the  laws,  which  may  be  dispenssd  to  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  IS  we  have  seen,  falliog  clearly  within  the 
general  scope  of  the  words  of  the  law  of  1808. 
Neither  baa  it  been  usual,  or  deemed  neceieary,  to 
make  a  record  in  either  of  the  Departments,  of  any 
I  such  instances,  whether  the  service  waa  performed  bj 
'  a  member  of  Congresa,  or  others,  punuint  to  Ihe  law, 
requiring  all  contracts  made  by  the  respective  Depart- 
ments, io  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  be  recorded. 
[  The  committee  do  not  wish  to  be  underalood  as  ro- 
'  ferring  to  these  instances,  and  to  this  course  of  prac- 
,  tice,  to  juatiry  or  exeuae  an  error  in  one  Dcpartmnit, 
j  by  detecting  similar  abuses  In  others  |  nor  as  affijrdiof 
an  interpret stion  which,  if  erroneona,  should  base  the 
force  of  judicial  decision  ;  but  merely  aa  the  meana  by 
which  the  subjects  and  meaning  of  the  law  may  be 
lacertained,  as  illustrative  of  Ihe  sense  in  which  its 
proviaiona  have  been  received  and  understood  by  the 
.  moat  diitinguiabed  statesmen,  and  the  ebleat  constitu- 
tional Iswycrd  of  the  cduntry,  and  by  the  common  eoa- 
senl  of  all  wboae  duty  it  waa  lo  obey  them. 
They  refer  to  them,  aa  demonstrating  a  eontempora- 
!  neoDs  practicil  eonatruction,  which  haa  prevailed, 
without  concert,  in  all  of  the  Departments,  and  to 
I  which  an  officer,  entering  an  office  long  after  th«  con- 
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hupedioa  of  Load  Ofieti. 


H.  OP  R. 


itnictMm  hulbc«ani«>ilapled,  might  nalnnJI;  conform 
hi*  condnct. 

On  the  irholc,  the  commiltee  hiva  leen  nolhiag  in 
the  cue  aiibmilleil  tu  Ibem,  nhich  can  load  la  the 
preaumptioD,  tbit  ailber  of  tbe  indinduala  concerns)] 
bad  any  inienlion  eitber  to  violate  iho  |iro*iauiii«  of 
the  law,  or  to  abuae  or  diarrgaid  the  apirit  and  policj 
of  OUT  ioBlilutiona. 

They  are  of  Opinion  thai  tbe  employment  of  Mr. 
Thomai  to  examine  Ibe  land  offices  oriEinntad  in  a 
desire  honeatly  to  diacharge  an  important  public  duty; 
(hat  the  pecatiar  impotlanca  of  the  trnit  at  ifae  lime, 
and  tbe  character  and  elcTation  of  the  individual  em- 
{doyed,  were  catctUated  rather  to  invite  than  forbid 
the  aelection.  Kor  have  the  committee  any  reaaon  to 
believe  that  the  duty  hu  not  been  faithfully  performed, 
and  in  a  manner  eondacive  to  tbe  public  good. 

Under  theae  drcnnutancM,  and  with  auch  imprea- 
■iona,  ibe  oomniitl«edoiiotde«m  itneceaaarj  to  lingle 
out  ihii  caae  for  parlicnlar  animadferrion,  or  to  pro- 
noance  apoa  the  comprehenaiveneaa  or  preciae  import 
of  the  act  of  ISOS.  Thay  content  tfaemMlvei  with 
referriog-  to  the  conatruction  which  it  hai  uniformly 
received  in  praeticc,  and  to  Ibe  conviction  that  the 
pnUic  good,  and  not  any  ainialar  oi  taproper  pu  rpoae, 
wai  intended :  and  they  therefore  recommend  tbe  fol- 
lowing resololioo : 

SaiBhed,  That  the  committee  be  ditcharged  from 
the  fnrther  conaideration  of  Ihi  aabject. 

Mr.  Cook  staled,  that  it  was  due  lo  himaelf  and 
to  ihe  committee  to  say,  that  the  cammittee  were 
not  unuDimous  ia  agreeing  to  tbe  repoii,  and  to 
express  the  views  which  he  personally  had  of  this 
subject,  which  be  considered,  in  some  poioisof 
view,  as  of  great  importance,  lie  o&eted  a  couatet- 
resolutioa,  which  he  requested  might  accompany 
the  report!  and  be  laid  on  the  table  with  it. 

Mr.  McLane  said  he  was  sorry  that,  on  the 
present  occanioa,  tbe  gentleman  from  Illinois  bad 
thought  it  proper  to  deviate  from  the  usual  prac- 
tice on  maliing  reports,  in  stating,  as  he  bad  done, 
that  there  was  a  division  io  the  committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  report.  An  obvious  abjection  to 
such  a  proceeding  was,  that  each  meiaber  of  the 
committee  might  feel  himself  called  upon  to  say 
how  Aehad  voted,  if  any  oneof  the  committee  did 
so.  He  believed,  he  Raid,  that  he  shoald  he  au- 
thorized in  Ntying  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
himself  was  the  only  one  of  the  committee  who 
disagreed  to  the  resolution  now  on  the  table. 
Mr.  McL.  did  not  think  this  course  to  be  the 
proper  one  to  be  pursued.  It  would  be  an  en- 
eroacbmeot  on  propriety  to  suffer  a  commit- 
tee to  make  a  report,  and  accompany  it  with  ano- 
ther report,  which  might  possibly  be  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent lendeucv.  The  object  of  the  gentleman, 
beside:^  could  Se  as  well  attained  by  moving  his 
proposition  in  tbe  shape  of  a  separate  and  distinct 
tesoloiioD,  as  in  the  way  he  proposed. 

Tbe  Speakes,  deprecating  the  debates  growing 
out  of  incidental  questions,  uselessly  consuming 
the  time  of  the  House,  pronounced  his  decision, 
that  nolbiog  can  be  received  as  the  act  of  a  com- 
mittee but  what  is  the  report  of  a.  committee,  and 
that  a  committee  can  make  but  one  report.  Noth- 
ing, iberefoie,  but  the  report  of  the  commiltee  was 
now  under  consideration.    He  adverted  to  Ibe  fa- 


raouB  case  of  the  Seminole  war,  in  which  a  coun- 
ter report  had  been  offered  by  one  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  received  by  the  House,  but  he  considered 
it  an  erroneous  proceeding,  and  not  to  be  drawn 
into  precedent. 

Mr.  Mebceii  concurred  in  the  view  which  the 
Speaker  had  taken  of  this  point,  and  added  that, 

port  had  not  been  received  until  after  considerable 
debate,  and  it  was  afWwards  a  subject  of  general 
regret  that  it  had  been  received  at  all. 

Mr.  Cook  said,  be  was  not  sure  he  had  under- 
stood tbe  gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Mc- 
Lane)  correctly — but,  repeating  what  he  had  said 
when  before  up,  Mr.  C.  now  justified  it,  It  was 
no  new  thing  for  it  to  be  announced,  on  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  report,  (hat  the  commiltee  was  di- 
vided in  relation  to  it.  He  quoted  the  example  of 
the  case  of  the  report  at  the  last  session  on  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  He  did 
not  know  whether  the  member  from  Delaware 
meant  to  intimate  that  he  had  made  an  incorrect 
statement  or  taken  any  undue  advantage.  He 
would  rather  abandon  his  sent — he  would  rather 
never  hfive  set  fool  in  this  House,  than  do  a  dis- 
honorable act,  or  even  aaact  of  unkindness  to  any 
of  his  fellow-merobera.  He  deemed  it  a  matter  of 
importance  even  to  the  persons  about  whom,  on 
this  subject,  so  much  had  been  said,  to  fraoUy 

E resent  to  tbe  House  his  views,  that  no  man  should 
i  taken  by  surprise  in  voting  on  a  question 
deeply  connected  with  the  purity  of  the  legisla- 
tive body 

The  Speaker  here  arrested  the  debate  as  going 
improperly  into  the  main  subject,  on  a  question 
merely  incidental. 

Mr.'  McLahe  disclaimed  any  intention,  in  what 
he  had  said,  to  alarm  tbe  feelings  of  the  geiiile- 
man  from  Illinois,  or  impeach  his  motives.  He 
considered  it  an  act  ofjnstice  to  himself  and  to  the 
commiltee  to  state  the  fads  of  the  case,  and  he 
had  done  no  more. 

The  question  was  taken  on  laying  the  report  on 
the  table,  as  moved  by  Mr.  Cook,  and  carried. 

Mr.  Cook  then  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ; 

Remhtd,  That  the  emptojment  of  membeii  of  Con- 
groH  by  tbe  Biecuiive,  or  any  Eieculive  officer  of  the 
United  SUtei,  in  the  piwformance  of  any  public  aervice, 
during  Ihe  continuance  of  their  mamberahip,  for  which 
thay  receive  compensation  out  of  the  public  Treasury, 
ia  inconsistent  with  the  independence  of  Congreai,  and 
in  derogation  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and,  if  it  b« 
not  already,  ought  to  be  prt^ibited. 

Mr.  Cannon  required  the  question  of  contidera- 
tvm  at  the  resolution ;  and,  that  question  being 
taken,  Ihe  House  agreed  to  consider  Ihe  same. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  for  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  taken  upon  the  disposal  of  the  resolution  re- 
ported by  the  committee;  on  the  ground  that  his 
object  was  loofier  the  last  resolution  as  an  amend- 
ment or  rather  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee. 

A  question  of  order  occurred,  in  which  Messia. 
Cook,  H.  Nblsom,  Cannon,  and  Taylor,  took 
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part,  when  the  proceedings  ended  in  deciding  to  i 
Uy  Mt.  Cook's  resoluiioD  oa  the  table,  in  the  same 
manner  a^  the  report  had  been ;  and  both  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  oa  the  bijl  to  provide  for  deliv' 
erina  up  persona  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any 
of  the  Stales  or  Territories,  who  shall  escape  into 
any  other  Stale  or  Teiritory. 

The  question  was,  on  the  motion  to  etrite  out 
the  eoQctiuK  clause  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  F.  Joa.N80»  was  willing  to  legislate  oo 
the  subject,  but  he  thought  this  bill  was  calculated 
to  introduce  new  and  unknown  rules  in  relation 
to  jH-operiy.  Its  operation  was  not  confined  to 
tbe  slavcholding  States,  and  he  thought  its  ten- 
dency would  be  injurious  to  society,  and  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice.  He  was  also  opposed  to 
it  on  the  ground  that  it  authorized  a  suspension 
of  the  right  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  He 
hoped  that  the  bill  would  be  laid  on  the  table,  or 
recommitted,  in  order  that  these  objections  may 
be  removed  ;  and  with  that  view,  he  proposed  that 
tbe  Committee  rise  and  report;  whicn  motion  war 
put  and  carried,  ayes  55,  noes  43. 

In  the  House,  leave  to  sit  agaio  was  refused  tc 
the  Committee;  and 

Mr.  F.  JoBNsoK  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
a  select  committee,  which  wasBgreed  to;  and  Mr. 
JoansoN  of  Kentuckyj  Mr.  Colden,  Mr.  WaiaaT, 
Mr.  Nelson  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Williamb  of 
North  Carolina,  were  appointed  said  committee. 
EXCHANGE  OF  STOCK& 

The  House  then  took  into  consideration  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasor?  to 
exchange  certain  stocks  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
and  seven  per  cent  for  stock  bearing  an  interest 
offive  per  cent. 

Mr.  SHtTn,  of  Maryland^  proposed  the  amend- 
ments which  he  had  submitted  some  days  since, 
and  which  the  House  had  ordered  to  be  printed, 
accompanied  with  a  few  explanatory  observations. 

Mr.  Colden  was  opposed  to  the  amendments, 
because  he  wished  to  strike  out  the  words  tvidw 
flUStonf,  and  to  insert  in  lien  thereof /ii«  mOiiant^ 
so  as  to  reduce  (he  amount  of  stocks  to  be  ex- 
changed ;  and,  also,  to  sell  the  seventy  thousand 
shares  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
which  are  owned  by  the  Government.  The 
amount  of  dividends  which  had  been  received 
Ujpoa  tbe  bank  stock  belonging  to  (he  United 
States  during  four  and  a  half  years,  bad  been  13 
per  cent,  for  the  whole  period,  amounting  ii  '' 
aggregate  to  8910,000,  whilst  the  interest  oi 
seven  millions  which  was  borrowed  to  pay  for 
that  stock,  had  amounted,  during  (hat  period,  to 
the  sum  of  Sl.ST&.OOO,  making  a  loss  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  of  9665,000.  But  Mr.  0.  stated  that, 
from  the  present  price  of  that  stock  in  the  market, 
9980,000  would  be  gained  to  the  United  States 
from  the  surplus  price  of  the  shares  above  par ; 
so  that  the  operation  of  the  amendments  he  pro- 
posed would  be,  as  he  contended,  to  save  to  the 


United  Stales  8196,000  per  annum,  and  lo  pot 
more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars  into  ibe  public 
Treasury.  Mr.  C.  entered  into  a  variety  of  con- 
siderations to  evince  the  propriety  of  the  project 
he  had  submitted,  and  concluded  by  observing  that 
he  should  vote  against  the  bill,  yet,  if  it  should  be 
adopted,  he  thought  the  plan  which  he  had  sug- 

Ssted  was  altogethei  the  most  expedient  course 
B(  could  be  pursued. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Maryland  remarked,  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Colden,)  had 
admitted  that  ((980,000  were  obtainable  from 
the  present  value  of  the  stock  above  par.  N<« 
was  (hat  all ;  for  the  Bank  of  (he  United  States 
had  performed  the  duties  of  the  loan  offices, 
which  had  saved  the  United  State*  8100,000  an- 
nual exj^ense.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  at  considerable 
length  in  explaining  and  enforcing  tbe  expediency 
and  necessity  of  the  measures  that  had  been  re- 
sorted to,  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  he  contended  that  the  stock  of  that 
Bank  had  already  fallen,  by  the  refusal  of  one 
branch  of  the  Legislature  at  this  session  to  aid  it ; 
and  if  the  seventy  thousand  shares  belonging  to  tbe 
United  States  should  be  thrown  at  once  into  the 
market,  he  believed  the  stock  wonld  fall  down  to 
ninety,  and  perhaps  to  eighiv,  so  that  the  United 
Stales  would  utterly  fail  of  obtainiog  the  expected 
premium.  It  would  evince  such  an  hostirLty  on 
the  part  of  the  Groveroment  to  that  institution,  as 
would  destroy  all  confidence  in  (he  value  of  the 
slock. 

Mr.  CoLnEN  replied  to  the  observations  of  ibe 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Shith.) 

Mr.  CAMEHBLEno  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, aud  opposed  the  scheme  proposed  by  bis 
colleague,  (Mr.  Colden.) 

After  some  further  observations  of  Mr.  Coldek, 
the  question  whs  taken  on  the  amendments  as  pro- 
posed, and  respectively  carried  without  a  division : 
and  the  bill  was  thereupon  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  ayes  79. 

HORSES  LOST  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claicos 
unfiivorable  to  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  claiming  payment  for 
horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  campaign. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  moved  to  amend  the  report  of  the 
committee  by  striking  out  the  word  "not,"  so  as 
to  give  it  an  aflirraative  character. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Mr.  Allen,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Allen  said  :  Thisclaim  presents  itself  very 
diflerently  from  most  others  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  decide.  It  rests  upon  a  positive  contract 
between  the  soldier  and  his  Government.  We 
find  the  Commander  of  the  Sooihern  division  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  inviting  mounted 
volunteers  to  enter  the  service  under  a  promise  to 
pay  them  forty  cents  per  day  for  their  horses,  and 
lumish  them  with  forage  and  subsistence,  at  a  time 
when  a  law  existed  to  pay  the  soldiers,  who  had 
just  returned  from  service,  for  their  horses  that  had 
been  lost  on  account  of  a  &ilare  on  tbe  pvt  of  the 
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GoTenimnit  to  tange  them.  The  inspection  roll 
of  the  Army  prorea  that  these  meo  entered  the 
aerrice,  and  performed  their  duty  ratlhfullr,  and 
were  honorably  discharged.  It  is  admitteo  that, 
during  a  long  and  rapia  march  through  a  wilder' 
Bess,  no  forage  whatever  was  furnished.  What 
was  the  consequence?  Death  to  the  horse  and 
loss  to  the  owner,  bat  a  gain  to  the  Oovernmeat  of 
all  that  foram  and  transportation  would  hare  cost. 
If  thai  has  been  done  in  violation  of  the  contract 
with  the  soldier,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  pay  the 
dirnages  that  accrued  u>  the  soldier  who  performed 
his  jiart  of  the  coveQant?  Hia  claim  would  he 
sustainable  in  law,  were  the  QoTernment  suable  ? 
■nd,  because  it  is  not,  are  we  lo  reject  it  1  I  hope 
not;  I  will  not  agree  to  do  so  without  stionffer 
leasoDs  than  are  to  be  found  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  1  cannot  see  how  the  sol- 
dier's demand  for  bis  horse  is  at  all  impaired  by 
•ay  thing  paid  him  for  his  services.  He  performed 
the  duties  repaired  of  him,  and  only  receired  the 
wages  promised  for  doing  so;  yet  this  ingenious 
report  tells  ns  that  that  payment  exceeded  the  av- 
erage ralue  of  the  horses,  and  infers,  from  it,  that 
the  soldier  is  already  overpaid.  Agreeably  to  this 
mode  of  reasoning,  if  one  of  these  soldiers  had 
■erred  sis  months  longer,  the  Government  would 
have  had  a  claim  against  him  equal  to  the  value 
of  another  horse.  If  he  is  to  be  charged  with  his 
wages  when  he  receives  credit  for  his  horse,  it  is 
evident  that  the  lon^  he  served  the  greater  would 
be  the  balance  against  him.  This  may  be  good 
argument,  but,  in  my  opinion,  ver^  poor  pay. 
There  is  a  ifboiing,  throughout  this  report,  to 
draw  the  mind  off  from  the  merits  of  the  claim, 
and  fix  it  upon  charges  and  eznenditures  that  at- 
tended the  campaign,  for  which  the  soldier  is  not 
at  all  accountable.  After  all  the  trouble  of  search- 
ing every  department  in  the  War  Office,  it  is  dis- 
covered that,  out  of  the  arms  put  in  the  hands  of 
the  roluoleera,  forty-nine  muskets  were  never  re- 
tntued.  This,  I  think,  might  easily  be  accounted 
for  by  looking  at  the  number  of  men  that  never 
lelumed.  The  killed  and  wotraded  coald  not  be 
expected  to  return  theii  arms,  and  certainly  their 
cc»nmdes  are  not  lo  be  made  accountable  for  them. 
Is  it  believed  that  we  are  never  to  want  another 
Army  1  If  we  do,  does  any  one  think  we  will 
get  soldier*,  if  they  are  to  be  made  accountable  for 
all  the  expenses?  Was  that  the  course  adapted 
during  the  last  war  ?  No ;  the  mounted  men  then 
engaged,  were  paid  for  their  services  and  their 
losses.  These  troops  only  ask  the  same  measure 
of  justice  all  others  received.  If  the  policy  even 
is  doubtful,  is  it  just  to  change  it  now,  and  exclude 
A  few  that  have  been  deceived  by  cooGding  in  it? 
Certainly  not.  If  you  want  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  remember  that,  next  lo  their  liberty,  they 
claim  froia  their  Government  equal  justice.  I 
hope  it  will  not  be  denied  to  these  meritorious 
men — soldiers,  I  would  say,  if  I  was  not  well 
aware  that  the  very  name  of  soldier  sonnds  an 
klarm  here,  not  for  their  valor,  but  for  our  money. 
Sir,  these  soldiers  are  too  proud  to  beg.  Give  them 
jtniice  or  give  them  nothing. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Wiixiahs,  of  North  Carolina, 


the  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and 
asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted, 

Satobday,  March  30. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  A. 
Meek,  and  an  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cor- 
nelius Huson,  were  respectively  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Latsrop,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  UnGnished  Business,  repotted  a  bill  to  revive 
and  continue  in  force  acts  concerning  the  allow- 
ance of  pensions,  upon  the  relinquishment  of 
bountv  lands;  which  wu  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Blacklbdob,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  reported  a  joint  resolution  at- 
signing  cetlaiQ  rooms  for  the  national  paintings, 
executed  by  Colwel  Trumbull;  which  was  twice 
read,  and,  by  tmtnimous  consent,  ordered  to  be 
eagtosaed  for  a  Ibird  reading. 

BBCURITY  OF  THE  MAIL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mookb,  the  House  agreed  to 
consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  relative  to  the  adoption  of 
Imlay's  invention  for  tbe  security  of  the  mail,  &e. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNBON  proposed  to  modify  the  reeo- 
lutioD  in  such  manner  as  to  authorize  the  Foat- 
master  General  to  adopt  the  plan  or  not,  at  his 
discretion.  Mr.  J.  expressed  his  doubts  of  the 
efficacy  of  the  plan  proposed,  but  he  was  willing 
to  submit  it  to  Ilie  discretion  of  that  officer. 

Mr.  Alleh,  of  Massachusetts,  was  also  in  favor 
of  submitting  the  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Postmaster  General. 

The  modificEUion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Over- 
3THEET,  when  the  question  was  taken  thereon, 
and  carried. 

On  the  resolution  as  amended,  Mr.  Taylor  ex- 
pressed his  opinion  that  the  resolution  ought  to  be 
joint,  and  he  moved  an  amendment  to  that  effect, 
which  waa  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  was  there- 
upon read,  and  comioitted.  The  resolution  is  as 
follows; 

"  JUiolwed,  bi/  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Sepretr^a- 
tivet  of  Ike  United  Statu  of  Amtriea  in  Congreu 
ataemiled.  That  the  Poatmailcr  General  ba  aalhoi- 
iied,  in  hi>  discietion,  to  inlioducs,  as  aooc  ai  conva- 
niintly  may  be,  on  one  or  more  of  the  matt  eipond 
Tontea,  Richard  loiUj'i  plan  of  ooppar  euaa,  aecnred 
in  Iron  dbeaU,  with  iniida  \oAm  and  iliding  bare,  In 
aach  a  way  as  to  leit  Jl*  efficacy  in  prevealing  rob- 
beriw  of  the  mail:  Prondtd,  tha  aitoa  elpenae  ftr 
each  mail  caniage  ahall  not  exoeed  one  handled  and 
fifty  dollui ;  and  ta  cbar^  the  coat  tharaof  to  the  con- 
tingant  expenaea  of  the  Poat  Office  Department" 
SOUTH  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENTS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter,  which,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  or- 
dered to  be  entered  on  the  Journals  of  the  House. 

WA«al»Tov,  JKireft  90,  1BS>. 
To  the  hmorahU,  the  ^taker  of  Iht  Houte  ofX^n- 
ttnialive*: 

Sik:  Bevere  indiipoaition  prsTented  ma  from  at* 
ten  Jing  the  House  on  Tharaday,  end  reeoTding  my 
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TDto  ia  fanti  of  tbs  Indepeadesce  of  th«  Sooth  Amer- 
ican Oov«rDment>  ;  the  tirng  ciuie  preTcnted  mi  Tram 
MtaDdiiiB  th«  Houm  yeiUrilaj ;  nor  wi>  it  until  the 
honr  of  aJjournment  thit  I  wh  infOiiatd  that  tha 
mcmbcn  who  n«ra  abtant  vhan  iho  above  vole  wa> 
taken,  were  irealerdaj  p«nnitt«il,  by  uniTenal  conient, 
to  haTs  Iheir  vote*  entcreil  on  the  Journal.  Thu*  cir- 
cnmatanceJ,  I  Bhall  tcel  highlj  honored  b;  the  Hoiue 
if  they  will  permit  my  name  to  be  recorded  in  the  affir- 
natire  on  tbat  qucation,  by  placing  it  with  the  ;eaa  ; 
or  if  that  cannot  be  done,  by  placing  thii  teller  on  tbe 
Journal.    I  haie  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

PHILIP  BEll). 

Mr.  GiRKBTT  asked  if  il  was  ia  order  to  make 
a  motioD ;  be  said  he  wished  to  make  one  on  the 
subjectof  the  volehe  had  given  on  Thursdaf  last, 
on  the  lecognitioD  of  the  late  South  American 
Provinces.  That  it  has  been  his  misfortune,  not 
only  lo  differ  with  all  his  colleagues,  but  with  the 
whole  House  on  this  subject;  thai  he  did  not  wish 
to  recall  his  vote,  foi  he  was  fully  prepared  for  all 
the  consequences  that  could  arise  from  it,  when  he 
gave  it;  but  there  was  one  view  of  the  subject 
which  occasioned  regret;  the  event  of  our  recog- 
nition would  necessarily  be  announced  to  the 
world,  and  his  vote  would  be  probably  misinter- 
preted by  the  public,  who  might  believe  that  he 
was  unfriendly  to  the  independence  of  the  South 
Americas;  and  that  he  did  not  wish  il  to  be  be- 
lieved, tbat  there  could  be  an  American  Legislator 
in  the  leth  century,  who  could  be  unfriendly  to 
ciTil  liberty,  and  the  rights  of  man,  any  where. 
That  he  felt  great  gratibcation  in  common  with 
the  rest  of  bis  countrymen,  in  the  success  in  which 
the  struggle  of  the  South  Americans  had  eventua- 
ted; BUd  that  he  refrained  from  voting  to  recog- 
nise them,  from  considerations  of  policy,  which  be 
wished  to  make  known,  by  spreading  them  upon 
the  Journal  of  the  House,  the  only  permanent  and 
authentic  record.  This  was  partly  a  national,  and 
partly  a  personal  motive;  but  there  was  a  secon- 
aarv  motive,  which  was  entirely  personal.  He 
wisned  it  to  be  known  that  he  had  not  voted  en- 
tirely without  reflection,  or  from  caprice  or  preju- 
dice, by  making  known  his  reasons,  which,  whe- 
ther well  or  ill  founded,  would  show  that  be  had 
bestowed  some  consideration  on  the  subject.  With 
this  view  he  offered  the  following  declaration,  and 
moved  to  have  it  inserted  in  the  Journal: 

I  Toleil  against  the  recognition  of  the  late  American 
Province*  of  Spain,  not  bscauae  I  am  oppoaod  to  their 
independence,  on  the  contrary,  1  rejoiee  in  its  acoora- 
pliihoient,  and  belie*e  that  il  nould  be  e*en  better  for 
them  lo  be  indepenJeni  with  a  none  fbim  of  govern- 
ment, than  to  be  dependent  with  a  batter ;  but  I  vol«iI 
against  it  becaose  I  am  of  opinion. 

That  recitgnilion  muat  be  either  the  mere  formal 
declaration  of  a  fact  which  mill  be  inoperilive,  and 
therefore  uaelesa,  or  it  must  be  ■ubctantid,  and  pro- 
pose some  advantage  to  one  or  both  of  the  parties — 
that,  if  it  be  substantial,  it  must  be  intended  either  to 
impart  to  the  patty  recognieed  the  physical  mesne,  or 
tha  moral  force,  neeeasuy  to  accomplish  their  revolu- 
tion, or  to  establish  relstioni  for  the  mutual  benefit  of 
both  the  parties  concerned — that  the  idea  of  asaiitance, 
to  coniummate  a  ravotutioo,  concedes  that  it  is  net 


completed,  and  ii  incompatible  with  the  neatral  obli- 
gitlons  to  the  country  el&iming  jurisdietion  ;  and  that 
the  lecond  alternative  of  mntail  benefit  redace*  it  to 
a  queition  of  policy,  in  which  it  is  only  neceaearj  lo 
balance  the  good  with  the  evil : 

That  we  have  no  right  to  recognise  nationa  became 
tbey  have  adopted  forms  of  government  congenial  wilb 
our  own,  if  our  recognition  would  not  Otheiwiae  be 
proper;  and,  to  maintain  ibii  doctrine,  would  be  to 
avert  the  odious  principle  of  legitimacy,  that  nations 
have  a  right  to  inlertere  with  the  internal  concern!  of 
each  other,  which  must  be  beneficial  or  injurious,  accord- 
ingly as  free  principles  or  despaiiain  happeni  to  pre- 
vail in  the  world ;  and  Ihet,  for  tliii  reaecn  alio,  the 
present  is  a  qaestion  of  policy,  not  of  principle: 

That,  the  period  baving  pait  when  our  recognition 
of  the  independent  Govemmenla  of  South  Ameiica 
could  be  of  any  snbslantial  benefit  to  them  ;  their  in- 
dependence, being  already  firmlj  eBiabliihed,  it  is  im- 
pohtic  in  tie,  for  the  sake  of  any  advsntagea  which 
either  parly  is  likely  to  derive  from  an  inteiconrse  at 
this  lime,  to  risk  those  we  already  possess  ; 

That  ths  European  Powers  do  not,  at  present,  ap- 
pear to  be  disposed  to  molest  them  in  the  aajoyment 
of  their  independence  ;  thatouracknowledgment  may 
have  the  tfieel  to  briog  on  them,  as  well  as  ourselves, 
the  ill  will  of  those  Powers,  and  that,  if  this  ill  will  de- 
velopes  ilielf  in  actual  opposition,  il  will  impoao  on 
tbem  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  defensive  attitada 
which  will  greatly  retard  their  progress  and  improve- 
ment in  ihe  arts  of  peace  and  the  principles  of  free 
government,  whilst,  by  renewing  the  bonds  ofiynipa- 
thy  and  interest  between  Spain  and  the  European 
Powers,  it  will  equally  retard  her  progress  toward* 
liberty,  ao  auspicioasly  began,  and  so  desirable  to  lbs 
whole  world  lo  see  contianed  :  ■ 

Tbat,  although  apparently,  so  nugatory  an  act  a> 
the  mere  declaration  of  a  fact,  to  be  followed  by  no 
efficient  meainre,  ought  not  to  excite  tha  hoelihiy  of 
the  European  Povere,  we  are  to  conaEder  their  actual 
diiposiiion  toward*  ui,  which,  on  aeeonDi  of  the  ex- 
ample of  oar  free  instituliona,  we  must  know  to  b« 
unfriendly;  and  not  count  on  their  inabihty  to  com- 
mence a  contest,  without  msking  allowance  for  tlieir 
prejudice*  and  their  folly ;  and  ihat,  although  consid- 
erations of  prudence,  or  the  pnwpect  of  a  Earopeaa 
war,  may  prevent  direct  hoalility,  we  should  not  for- 
get that  we  have  matter*  of  difference  with  Franca, 
Russia,  and  England,  the  adjnaiment  of  which  ebould 
be  promoted  by  the  cultivation  of  thnr  good  will ; 

That,  if  Spain  otilj,  through  miataksn  pride,  resenta 
our  set,  though  perhaps  loo  feeble  to  carry  an  a  war 
with  ua,  ahe  may  interdict  our  commerce  with  her  re- 
maining colonies,  and  thus  deprive  us  of  a  trade  mora 
Tsluable  Ihsn  an;  we  can  expect  to  substitute,  for  a 
long  time,  with  the  independent  provinces: 

That,  if  the  importance  of  thia  trade  to  those  coloaies 
ahould  induce  Ibem  to  revolt,  or  our  recognition  itaelT 
should  produce  in  them  revolutiauary  movemenla,  tha 
idand  of  Cuba,  the  most  valuable  to  ua,  will  cither 
fall  under  the  dominion  of  the  colored  popolstion,  or 
of  our  jealous  and  ambition*  commercial  rival,  Eng- 
land, or  we  must  occupy  it  ourselves,  at  the  eipenae 
of  a  war  with  ihat  rival,  who  will  certainly  aeek  to- 
prevent  that  occupation  at  the  same  coat: 

That,  to  be  deprived  of  so  vslnable  a  source  of  rev- 
enue a*  we  deiivo  from  oar  commerce  with  the  remain- 
ing poMesatona  of  Spain,  and  incur  the  risk  of  war, 
woald  greatly  inciaase  our  fiscal  embanaisment,  ren- 
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Jar  iDsxpsdient  the  plani  of  aeonamj 
W  panDa,  BDd  prabaUj  compel 

That  wa  CKDnot,  for  >  great  nhile,  repair  Ihn  Iom 
bj  the  lulMtitDtiDii  of  an  equallj  valaabla  commeiM 
«ith  the  Inilependeali,  aa,  UDtil  their  iaternal  atrifee 
enlinly  ceaae.  and  Ibeir  labor  Can  be  producdvely 
fmplojed,  their  traJe  muit  be  UmileJ,  and  we  ahall 
not  be  abls  to  compete  with  the  Europaana  in  their 
maikctB,bDtbj  a  new  commercial  lyalem,  under  which 
ne  iball  lupplj  Ihcoi  with  Ibc  viriom  products  of 
otfaer  countriea,  more  in  demand  among  ihem  than 
onr  own,  and  thua  became  at  once  their  merchanta 
■nd  their  cirriera : 

That  the  elementa  of  new  reToluliona  ilill  eiiit  in 
Mexico,  in  coneequence  of  the  power  and  inflaence  of 
the  prinlbood  and  the  landed  artitocraej,  who  gave 
their  aid  to  the  late  revolution,  under  the  belief  that 
tbej  were  to  hare  an  imperial  govemment,  which  aa- 
cnrea  to  them  their  propertj — which  probabtj  cannot 
be  carried  into  operation,  and  which,  if  atteoipted,  it 
i*  aaid,  will  b«  reaiiled  b;  the  Republic  of  Colombia — 
■ud  tkal  iheie  eummolioni  will  alill  farther  letard  the 
retnra  of  their  productive  labor  M  domeitic  ioduatrj  : 
That  the  aituationor  Mexico  ii  comewhat  equivocal 
in  leUlion  to  tla  claim  to  reoogoition,  aa  it  appaara  by 
the  letter  of  the  American  Cbirgi  d'A&irea  near  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  that  the  autboriied  agenla  of  that  Gov- 
ernmenl,  after  the  revolt  of  ItuibiJe,  and  the  adoption 
of  articles  of  government,  waa  known  to  them,  (till 
contemplated  the  integrity  of  the  Spaniih  Empire,  ai 
it  coDceina  tbia  pravioce. 

And,  Gnallj,  that  circumitancea  do  not  warrant 
pracipitancy — that  the  great  intereit  of  both  pirtiea 
will  be  tDdangered  without  any  adequate  motive  for 
the  link;  and  that  the  temporary  tclat  which  priority 
a  ma;  obtain  for  ui,  U  not  to  be  put 
I  to  the  great  permanent  intereala  of 
a,  which  will  be  beat  promoted  by  adhei- 
iog,  on  their  pari,  to  the  rage  moniliona  incntcated 
in  the  langaage  of  one  of  their  muat, dieting uiahed  pa- 
triota,  Rivadavia,  who  dedarad,  ai  late  aa  Baptembar 
laal,  Ibit  they  did  not  seek  the  recognition  of  other 
nations,  becauaa  it  muat  operate,  if  uniucceaifut,  to 
the  humiliation  of  the  provincea,  und  if  auccenful,  to 
mislead  the  people  by  persuading  them  that  auch  re- 
cDgnitioa  waa  all  sufficient  to  their  political  eiiitence 
atid  happiaeaa  ;  that  the  most  efficactoua  ayalem  would 
be  to  eitabliah  order  and  wiee  inatitutiona  of  govern- 
ment, ihroughont  the  proiiacea,  and  to  show  them- 
aeJvea  worthy  of  the  fraterulty  of  other  na^ona,  when 
it  would  be  voluntarily  offered  ;"*  and,  on  our  part,  by 
abrtaining  to  propoae  that  fraternity,  oatil  the  elements 
of  theii  political  aocicty,  purified  from  the  Crimea  and 
ctwrnplion  engendered  bj  former  oppreHion,  hsva  set- 
tled down  into  order,  and  they  have  lully  demonstrated 
their  capacity  for  aelf-government ;  and  until  w  a  are 
matnaUy  in  a  condition  to  derive  adfantagea  from  a 
free  inlercoune,  which  will  oveibalanca  the  cooaidera- 
tioDaof  the  evil,  which  immediate  recognition  preaenta, 
wilhoat  a  prospect  of  good. 

ROBERT  S.  GAHNETT, 
A  Toemberfrom  Virginia. 
Theqnestioa  being  taken  upon  entering  the  said 
written  declaration  oa  the  Journals  of  the  House, 
it  was  D^atired,  ayes  49j  noes  61. 


EXCHANGE  OF  STOCKS. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  ihe  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  exchange  certain  stocks  bearing 
an  interest  of  fire  pa  cent  for  certain  slocks  bear- 
ing an  interest  of  six  and  seven  per  cent,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  TucEEa,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  oa  the  Goal  passage  of  the  bill; 
which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  F.  JoRKSOK  said  be  should  not  again  hare 
troubled  the  House  upon  the  subject  but  for  the 
very  singular  course  which  had  marked  the  pro- 
gress of  the  bill,  and  but  for  the  utter  repugnance 
he  felt  for  the  measure — a  loan  bill  of  Iwenly-sii 
millions  in  profouod  peace ;  that  he  considered 
the  subject,  as  the  friends  of  it  had  said,  of  "  vital 
importance"  in  its  consequence,  and  as  a  prece- 
dent. He  said  that  the  bill,  as  now  amended,  was 
more  objeetionable  than  at  first;  that  it  now 
allowed  the  payment  of  the  public  debt  of  1814 
and  1815,  as  well  as  1812  and  1813,  to  be  post- 
poned and  put  further  off.  It  was  now  a  proposi- 
tion to  create  a  loan  of  twenty-six  millions  to  dis- 
charge 90  much  of  the  public  debt  which  falls 
redeemable  in  1825,  '26,  ^7,  '28,  and  to  postpone 
the  payment  thereof  until  a  more  distant  period — 
taxing  the  community,  in  the  mean  time,  and  for 
all  that  time,  with  an  interest  oQ  the  debt,  and 
which  interest,  as  mentioned  on  a  former  day,  was 
upwards  of  fire  million  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars  annually  ;  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  had 
urged  sereral  grounds  for  its  passage :  first,  that  it 
was  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry; secondly,  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  discharge 
the  debt  when  itfalls  redeemable;  and,  foreseeing 
that  event,  now  was  the  golden  moment,  now  the 
accepted  time,  to  make  a  good  bargain  out  of  the 
money  brokers,  and,  by  so  dojag,  to  save  to  the 
natioD  the  payment  of  Sand  7  per  cent,  interest  on 
the  public  debt,  and  to  substitute  in  lieu  thereof  5 
per  cent.  These  arguments,  he  said,  bad  beeit 
answered,  and  that  satisfactorily,  in  bis  opinion, 
bv  his  honorable  friends  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Tract,)  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Tomlinbon,) 
and  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbbogaht.)  It  had 
been  demonstrated,  over  and  over  again,  that  the 
stockholders  wilt  not  accept  the  exchange  yon 
propose,  unless  it  shall  be  more  advantageous  to 
them  than  the  contract  they  now  bold  on  you,  and 
consequently  more  disadvantageous  to  the  Govem- 
ment ;  so  that  it  is  to  make  a  targain  in  anv  event, 
if  we  bargain  at  all,  and  he  said  they  baa,  more- 
over, shown  that  there  was  no  good  reason  to  ap- 
Srehend  that  the  credit  of  the  Government  would 
ill,  unless  un com promi tied  by  some  such  measaie 
as  the  bill.  But,  he  said,  yielding  to  the  friends  of 
the  bill,  the  truth  of  both  the  facts  they  had  as- 
sumed, namely,  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  par 
the  debt  of  1825,  1886,  1887,  and  1828,  when  it 
falls  redeemable,  and  that  money  will  be  more  in 
demand  and  the  interest  higher ;  yet,  he  contend- 
ed, the  propriety  of  the  measure  was  not  estab- 
lished :  he  said,  the  argument  which  goes  to  show 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  off  the  public  debt, 
presupposes  and  assumes  for  its  basts,  that  there  U 
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-10  be  DO  material  increase  in  the  leveiiue,  Doranjr 
material  change  in  tlie  economy  of  tbe  affairs  of 
the  nation  ;  and  be  begged  ceaclemeii  to  say,  whe- 
ther the  same  Hrgiunetiis,  if  admitted  to  be  correct, 
did  not  go  conclusirely  to  show  that  we  nsTer 
.should  beabletopaythe  public  debt.  He  said,  if  the 
increase  of  tbe  revenue,  and  tlic  reduction  of  pub- 
lie  expenditure,  will  not  enable  the  Oarernment 
to  pay  off  a  good  portion  of  the  debt  in  two,  three, 
four,  fire,  and  six  years,  he  should  like  to  know 
what  was  to  happen  after  that  period  to  enable 
them  to  pay  the  debt ;  and,  said  he,  I  pray  gen- 
tlemen, who  rely  so  much  more  on  their  predic- 
tioDs  for  our  inability  to  pay  the  debt,  than  on 
ezerlions  to  pay  it,  to  open  to  us  the  events  of 
futuiilT,  ^nd  give  us  a  view,  if  it  be  but  a  faint 
one,  of  the  prosperity  which  is  after  that  time  to 
adtance  our  revenue  and  resources  lo  a«  to  enable 
us  to  pay  this  debt  with  an  accumulation  of  fifty- 
iive  per  cent,  on  it,  that  we  may  have  faith,  and, 
baring  faith,  we  may  live  in  hopes,  that,  with- 
out any  exertion  but  (he  mere  process  of  crea- 
ting  new  loans  to  pay  off  old  ones,  we  shall  some 
4ay  relieve  tbe  country  of  this  enonnous  debt. 
And  if  they  would  be  kind  enough,  he  said,  to 
^erelope  the  process  bv  which  men  or  nations 
could  get  out  of  debt  oy  borrowing,  it  would  be 
a  most  acceptable  invention  in  these  times.  Tbe 
ugument,  he  said,  which  was  advanced  to  show 
that  the  interest  on  monev  would  increase  in  a 
year  or  two,  and  hence  tbe  conclusion  that  we 
ouyht  to  borrow  while  interest  is  low  and  before 
it  rites,  was  founded  upon  the  assertion  that  tbe 
capital  in  the  country,  which  was  now  unemploy- 
ed, would  in  a  short  time  be  employed  in  a  profit- 
auc  commerce ;  that  commetce  was  increasing, 
and  would  increase,  and  would  employ  tbe  capital 
of  the  country.  So  be  it,  said  he ;  and  what  does 
it  prove  1 

tf  commerce  increases  and  flourishes,  does  it 
not  inevitably  advance  in  tbe  proportion  of  its 
inciease,  tbe  revenue  oi  the  nation?  Most  assur- 
edly it  ^oea.  And,  if  the  revenue  thus  increases, 
it  gives  the  means  directly  and  immediately  lo  pay 
off  tbe  debt.  Pot,  in  the  same  extent,  you  admit 
tkeargument  contended  for,be  said,  that  thecapital 
of  the  country  would  be  employed  in  piohtaUe 
commerce,  and  therefore  could  not  be  obtained  on 
loan  but  at  a  higher  interest  than  now,  also  proved 
with  it  a  like  proportion  in  the  increase  of  the 
revenue,  and  an  increase  of  the  revenue  gave  the 
means  of  paying  the  debt ;  and  the  argument  thus 
urged,  he  said,  in  favor  of  tbe  bill,  was  most  clearly 
acainst  iL  So,  he  said,  to  him,  it  was  perfectly 
olear.  that,  take  the  argument  either  or  both  ways 
in  which  it  had  been  contended  for,  that  it  was 
against  the  policy  and  propriety  of  tbe  measure. 
But,  said  be,  we  are  told  that  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars are  to  be  saved  lo  the  nation  by  this  bill,  and 
several  hundred  thousand  every  year.  Astonish- 
ing result,  he  said,  lo  be  produced  bv  botiowing 
money.  It  was  vain  delusion  to  talk  of  saviag 
millions  while  you  plunged  the  nation  deeper  and 
deeper  in  debt;  while  you  increased  and  extended 
the  amount  of  interest,  and  gave  it  a  sort  of  per- 
petiiaiion  on  posterity  that  seems  without  end, 


it  is  vain  delusion  to  talk  of  saving ;  it  was  a  sort 
of  political  sophism  in  which  be  did  not  believe; 
the  fact,  he  said,  was  not  so ;  unless  gentlemen 
meant  to  make  the  debt  perpetual,  to  adapt  the  <dd 
maxim — a  piMic  dtbt  a  fmtlie  bUtiinff — then,  to  be 
sure,  it  would  be  some  temporary  relief  to  the 
finances  to  nay  one  per  cent,  less  on  the  debt 
How  stood  tne  facts,  be  asked,  in  this  case?  Say 
a  part  of  the  debt  is  proposed  not  to  be  redeemed 
until  the  end  of  eleven  years,  and  you  agree,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  pay  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  quar- 
terly, on  tbe  debt,  is  it  not  an  agreement  to  pay 
fifty-five  per  cent,  on  the  money  loaned,  before 
you  return  it,  you  being  allowed  eleven  years  credit 
for  the  principal,  by  paying,  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent,  per  annuni,  quarterly  out  of  the  Treasury? 
On  a  loan  of  twenty  uullioos  of  dollars,  for  twenty 
years,  at  this  rate,  you  pay  in  all  forty  miliions, 
and  the  twenty  millions  of  interest,  quarter  yearly; 
whereas  the  same  loan  of  twenty  miUloss,  con- 
tinued but  five  years  at  six  per  cent,  will  only 
amount  to  twenty-six  millions;  tbe  difference,  there- 
fore, in  favor  of  six  per  cent,  for  a  few  years,  is 
more  favorable  to  tbe  nation  than  paying  five  per 
cent,  for  a  great  number  of  years ;  five  per  cent 
for  eleven  years  makes  an  aggregate  of  interest,  im 
any  given  sum,  fifty-five  per  cent.;  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent.,  for  nine  years,  makes  an  aggregate 
of  interest,  on  the  same  sum,  but  fifty-four  per  cent: 
hence,  he  said,  it  was  most  clear  that  the  actual 
saving  to  the  nation  was  in  the  same  fKoportion 
as  tbe  debt  was  extinguished  within  nine  years, 
beyond  what  it  would  he  to  continue  and  put  off 
the  payment  of  any  part  until  tbe  end  of  eleven 
yoirs.  So  much,  he  said,  he  bad  thought  proper 
to  say  in  addition  to  what  had  been  heretofore 
said  on  the  dollar  and  cent  part  of  the  argument. 
But,  he  said,  there  were  other  points  of  view  in 
which  this  subject  might  be  profitably  received 
and  considered.  Loans  or  a  national  debt,  under 
a  certain  administration,  was  once  considered  a 
national  blessing,  but  it  had  been  long  since  ad- 
mitted, on  all  bands,  that  a  national  debt  was  a 
nation's  curse;  we  then  deprecated  a  national 
debt,  and  we  still  continue  to  view  it  as  a  national 
evil ;  but  it  would  seem,  he  said,  that  times  change, 
and  we  change  with  the  times.  That  very  system 
which,  under  a  former  Administration,  was  op- 
posed, abused,  and  cried  down,  as  tending  directly 
lo  the  oppression  of  the  people,  and  the  destmctian 
of  tbe  Oovernmeni,  we  now  propose  to  adopt  and 
speak  of  with  as  much  indifference  and  unconcern 
as  if  it  was  of  but  momentary  consequence;  that 
very  system  of  loans  and  public  debt  was  one  of 
the  levers  that  overthrew  that  admioistralion  and 
established  in  its  stead  an  administration  of  econo- 
my and  retrenchment — an  administration  which 
consulted  the  interest  of  the  people  and  studied 
the  perpetuation  of  American  liberty — an  admin- 
istration which  arrested  the  career  to  consolidation 
and  profusion,  and  restored  correct  principles  and 
economy — an  administration  that,  with  less  capital 
and  wealth  in  the  nation ;  with  less  population ; 
with  fewer  resources  than  we  now  possess;  yea, 
with  the  remains  of  means  of  the  preceding  ad- 
ministration, extinguished  about  sixty-^ve  millions 
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of  tbe  pnblic  debt.  And  how  wu  it  dons?  It 
WIS  effected,  be  wid,  b^  the  then  EzecntiTe  of  the 
Bation  tuniiDg  iisatteotion  to  the  deraoged  finances 
of  the  coontry,  coirecting  the  faults,  tmn,  and 
ptDfusions,  that  had  crept  into  the  vsrioua  Depart- 
ments of  the  Oovernmeut,  and  by  husbanding  the 
resooTCca  of  the  nation,  and  which  had  been 
etieemed,  in  the  preceding  administration,  so  io- 
adeqnate  to  the  annual  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Goremmenl,  thai  direct  and  internal  taxes  had 
becD  ieried  with  a  liberal  band,  on  the  people,  lo 
saj^y  the  alleged  deficits  in  the  revenue,  derived 
from  importa  and  tonnage,  Ac.  All  these  obnox- 
ious and  opiHessire  laws  were  repealed,  and,  oot- 
withsDiadtng  the  clamorous  predictions  of  ruin 
and  devBiiation  which  was  lo  overtake  tbe  nation, 
by  reason  of  the  new  organization  of  things  which 
were  everywhere  uttered  by  the  enemies  of  thai 
administoaiioQ,  the  sage  of  Monttcello,  to  the  utter 
astaniahment  aod  confusion  of  his  enemies,  not 
only  kept  the  GoTerament  in  operation  and  in 
peace,  but  with  the  remains  of  means  extinguished 
about  stxty^ve  millions  of  public  debt. 

And  what,  said  h&  is  tbe  state  of  things  now  1 


has  mcreased,  for  the  last  two  years,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  it  is  now  proposed  to  be  pushed  further 
forward,  and  no  eflort  made  to  extinguish  it.  And, 
aid  he,  am  gentlemen  point  to  one  single  Exe- 
cutive ^oTt  or  recommendation  of  means  for  the 
extingoishmenC  of  the  public  debt,  or  the  intima- 
tion of  a  project  for  letrenchmoat.  But,  on  tbe 
contrary,  he  said,  what  an  u&pleasoni  situation 
was  e*er|  membo'  (d  the  House  j^ced  in  !  Yes, 
sir,  he  said,  what  is  the  cstimalioo  in  which  every 
member  is  held,  who  dares  to  declare  himself  in 
favor  of  retrenchment  and  economy  1  It  is  a  fact 
■o  longer  lo  be  disguised  from  the  nation ;  he  is 
eouMdcredssiDcarringExecnliTe displeasure;  he 
is  esteemed  in  opposition  to  the  Executive.  By 
what  authority,  he  said,  such  calculations  and  es- 
timates were  made,  he  was  wholly  uninformed. 
But  one  thing,  said  he,  sir,  I  will  tell  tou,  that,  if 
these  implicaiions  andimputatioiw,  altnough  now, 
like  WlQ-o-<be-wisp,  they  come  in  at  one  ear  and 

Sioat  at  the  other,  and  we  cannot  tell  from  whence 
ey  come  or  where  they  go,  yet,  if  they  are  suf- 
fered to  gain  ^uod  and  to  spread,  ia  the  absence 
of  all  Szecative  acts  to  the  contrary,  they  will 
place  the  Eieeulive  of  this  nalion  in  an  awkward 
position — in  opposition  lo  the  will  and  the  inter- 
est of  tbe  people — and  what  would  then  be  the 
c<HuequeBce  he  would  not  say — he  would  leave 
that  to  others-  Tbe  people  look  at  the  progressof 
the  public  debt  and  tbe  loan  system  with  great 
concern  ;  ibey  call  £ot  its  extinguishment ;  they 
call  for  reirencbmcnt ;  they  call  for  economy  '- 
the  Administration,  and  it  is  required  not  more  1 
the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  debt,  than  for  the 
preservation  of  the  purity  of  republican  [jrinciples. 
Yes,  said  he,  they  look  for  acts  and  efficient  mea- 
sures to  rid  the  nalion  of  this  enormous  debt,  grow- 
ing, and  likely  to  grow,  if  a  different  course  of 
things  is  not  adopt^  He  said,  the  Bxecutive  of 
the  nation,  preeiding  over  its  concerns  and  trans- 


actions, by  bestowing  some  attention  to  the  dis- 
bursements of  public  money  confided  to  his  CMtrol, 
inight,  if  disposed,  be  able,  from  time  to  time,  to 
give  to  Congress  much  useful  information,  to  aid 
their  labors  in  economizing  the  public  money. 
Not  one  word,  however,  upon  this  subject,  have 
we  heard  suggested  ;  and  hence,  be  said,  the  diffi- 
culties whii^  presented  themselves  to  the  House, 
upon  that  subject,  were  so  gm'.  He  said,  be 
appealed  lo  the  gentlemen  of  the  House  lo  say, 
whether  it  was  scarcely  possible  for  tbe  members, 
however  industrious  and  persevering,  if  they  per- 
form the  duties  of  the  House  and  those  on  com- 
mittees, to  become  well  acquainted,  even  in  the 
course  of  several  sessions,  with  the  expenditures  in 
the  difierenl  departments  and  the  laborand  service 
and  aatureof  service  required, so  as  to  beabletosug- 
gest  and  point  to  reform  in  every  one,  and  to  ascer- 
tain what,  if  any,  has  been  disbursed  without  tbe 
authority  of  law — he  said  so  numerous  and  compli- 
cated are  its  concerns,  that  it  is  almost  wholly 
impracticable,  and  hence  said  he,  we  have  to  con- 
cur efforts,  to  the  more  prominent  establisb- 
tsof  the  country,  the  Army  and  the  Navy,  and 
attempts  at  the  Civil  department.  The  Army, 
said  he,  we  reduced  last  session,  and  that  depart- 
ment had  introduced  and  was  approaching,  a 
degree  of  economy  not  observed,  it  was  believed, 
in  any  other.  And  is  there,  he  said,  no  necemity 
for  attention  lo  this  subject  1  He  said  that  some- 
thing like  five  millions  a  year,  was  appropriated 
by  Congress  in  the  nature  of  its  expenditure,  raore 
or  less  contingent-^  meof  itBliogethercostingen,t, 
the  residue  depending  on  the  discretion  of  various 
persons  in  its  administration  ond  disbursement. 
He  did  itot  say  that  abuses  had  taken  place,  and 
if  there  was  not,  he  said,  it  was  right  upon  prin- 
ciple lo  investigate  and  to  understand,  but  that, 
from  tbe  manner  of  reporline  the  accounts  of  the 
various  expenditures  to  the  Honse,  but  little  or  no 
information  is  afforded  ;  they  are  chiefly  reported 
in  sundries — so  much  for  sundries,  tec,  and  be 
could  not  anv  better  judge  after  such  accannts 
came  in  than  beforeas  to  the  propriety  of  the  expen- 
diture, but  he  supposed  il  was  owing  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  auditors  kept  their  accounts;  he 
supposed  they  just  sent  eitracts  from  their  ledgws. 
He  said  he  observed  some  items,  however,  that  he 
could  find  DO  authority  for,  but  ne  would  not  now 
trouble  the  Honse  with  the  mention  of  them  upon 
this  occasion,  bul  he  just  observed  that  in  an  ap- 
propriation of  930,0(>()  for  an  Indian  treaty,  he 
saw  ten  thousand  dollars  set  down  as  so  mach 
given  away,  for  which  there  was  no  other  evidence 
than  the  word  or  certificate  of  the  givers  of  the 
money ;  910,000  paid  in  part  for  the  cession  ob- 
tained, the  residue  absorbed  in  expenses  and  wages. 
Look  at  the  contingent  eiipensea  upon  almost  any 
subject,  and  see  if  there  is  not  something  of  the 
same  want  of  attention  to  the  public  interest ;  this 
he  mentioned  as  a  small  circumstance  that  had 
just  crossed  his  mind,  it  was  small  compared  to 
other  appropriations — he  knew  of  no  authority  for 
giving  away  the  public  money,  and  none  for  ad- 
mitting credits  and  disbursements  without  evi~ 
dence ;  it  might,  he  said,  be  right,  but  il  was  cer- 
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taialf  a  dao^erous  cart  of  principle  to  sanction — 
irresponsibility  for  theeipenditureof  public  money; 
indeed  he  said  it  would  seem  there  was  somebow 
or  other  too  much  indifference  about  the  expendi- 
ture of  public  money.  The  Ghent  Commissioners 
are,  he  said,  a  singular  eridence  upon  the  subject ; 
these  commissioners  have  been  for  five  or  sis  years 
drawing  immense  sums  of  money  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury, and  a  great  part  of  the  time  about  their  own 
biuiness ;  some  excuse  or  other  is  offered  for  not 
completing  the  business,  but  the  money  goes,  if 
the  business  stands;  and  they  are  retained  on 
wages.  CaptainCooltorSir  W.  Raleigh,  he  said, 
would  hdve  sailed  round  the  world  two  or  three 
limeswfailethesecoramissioneis  have  been  engaKed 
in  running  a  line  upon  a  reiy  small  part  ofits 
surface.  He  had  taken  occasion  to  refer  to  these 
subjects,  as  most  likely  not  to  have  escaped  the 
eve,  yet  nothing  is  said ;  and  he  would  suggest, 
these  items  were  in  his  opiaion  neither  the  most 
Qskgnai  nor  most  numerous.  Look  at  various 
reports  and  judge  for  yourselves. 

Mr.  J.  said,  as  the  Executive  seemed  to  aban- 
don all  scrutiny  in  the  disbursements  of  public 
money,  and  had  not  dei^ed  to  trouble  himself 
with  offering  or  suggesting  to  the  House  any 
mode  or  plan  of  retrenchment  in  the  public  con- 
cerns ;  he  should,  on  some  future  day  of  the  ses- 
sioD,  unless  some  other  member  would  do  it,  pro- 
pose to  the  House  the  appointment  of  a  comimttee 
(o  examine  iolo  the  disbursement  of  public  mo- 
neys, and  to  form  some  plan  for  the  future.  That 
all  he  desired  was  that  the  laws  should  pfevail, 
that  the  House  might  be  informed,  and  the  nation 
should  know,  where  and  for  what  their  money 
was  expended,  whether  according  to  law  or  at  the 
discretion  of  others,  which  it  was  impracticable 
he  said  for  tbem  to  know  now,  and  consequently 
the  Congress  could  not  at  this  time  so  competent- 
ly bring  about  that  system  of  reform,  which  the 
people  had  a  right  to  expect,  and  which  the  finan- 
ces of  the  country  called  for. 

But,  he  said,  we  were  told  the  other  day  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  who  sat 
before  him,  (Mr.  Wood,)  that  we  conld  not  re- 
trench to  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars 
without  doing  injury  to  the  public  service.  Very 
well,  said  Mr.  J.,  taat  little  is  worth  saving.  It 
will  serve  to  pay  the  interest  of  the  public  debt, 
or  very  nearly,  and  leave  so  much  the  more  to  be 
applied  to  the  payment  of  the  principal.  But  he 
had  hopes  raucb  more  than  that  amount  could  be 
saved  in  that  way. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  would  repeat  what  be  had  said 
on  a  former  day,  that  the  passage  of  the  bill 
might  answer  one  purpose  which  he  wished  to 
avoid,  and  that  was,  it  might,  for  the  present  mo- 
ment, seem  to  do  away  the  necessity  for  retrench- 
ment by  pushing  the  burden  of  the  debt  a  little 
further  on  posterity.  He  said  he  would  not  have 
gentlemen  to  think  too  liffhtl^  on  this  part  of  the 
argnmenl — necessity.  It^  said  he,  we  look  back 
to  the  last  session  of  Congress,  woea  the  subject 
of  reducing  the  Army  was  before  the  House,  to 
the  exertions  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman  to 
convince  the  Hoose  and  the  nation  toat  there  was 


no  necessity  for  reducing  the  Army  or  any  thing 
else,  by  endeavoring  to  show  that  the  deficit  in 
the  revenue  was  so  small  as  not  likely  to  affect 
the  operations  of  (he  Government,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  before  us  requiring  the  loan  of  seven 
millions  of  dollars.  Nor  had  he  forgot  that  the 
President's  Message  to  that  Congress  spoke  of  the 
state  of  the  nation  in  the  most  flattering  terms. 
And  when,  he  said,  these  sort  of  arguments 
could  not  succeed,  was  it  forgotten  that  those  who 
were  in  favor  of  relrenchroent  were  called  radi- 
cals and  disorganizers ;  that  they  were  charged 
with  catting  down  and  ruining  the  Army  and  all 
tlie  useful  and   valuable  establishments  of  the 


trencbment  were  looked  upon  as  designing  the 
ruin  of  the  country.  But,  said  he,  the  Army  was 
reduced — the  country  is  not  ruined — millions  are 
saved ;  and  what,  said  he,  would  have  been  the 
consequence  had  no  retrenchment  been  madel 
Why,  another  loan  at  the  present  session  for  the 
annual  expenditures  of  the  Government.  And 
we  find,  he  said,  that  the  Executive  departments 
are  quite  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the  bene- 
fit of  that  retrenchment  which  it  was  understood 
they  were  most  decidedly  opposed  to.  Such  are 
the  difficulties  under  which  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  labor  at  this  time  in  promottng'ihe 
best  interests  of  the  nation. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  be  said,  had 
recently  reported  a  bill  for  a  Peace  Eslablishmrat 
of  the  Navy.  He  bod  not  read  the  billj  bat  he 
was  slad  to  find  a  spirit  for  retrenchment  pre- 
vailed as  to  that  too ;  he  was  satisfied  it  would 
have  a  salutary  influence — it  would  render  the 
Navy  more  efficient  and  leas  expensive.  Yes,  sir, 
said  he,  let  us  march  on  in  the  good  work ;  let  as 
not  postpone,  but  pay  off  the  debt;  it  is  our  duty 
to  look  into  at)  the  concerns  of  the  nation,  and 
lop  off  every  thing  that  is  not  essential.  We  owe 
it  to  the  people,  a  confiding  people,  who  have 
placed  us  here  to  superintend  their  concerns.  He 
said  he  admitted  that  it  was  unpleasant  to  be  un- 
der the  nMuettf/  to  do  things  sometimes ;  it  was 
often  a  hard  task  master ;  but  it  was  sometimes 
very  useful,  and  more  especially  in  bringing  about 
a  result  which  two  bodies  have  to  concur  in,  and 
to  which  the  most  preponderating  one  is  oppdsed ; 
it  disarms  the  influence  which  it  might  oiherwiae 
have  and  wield  upon  the  subject.  Let  us  not, 
therefore,  postpone  the  evil  day,  the  day  of  bur- 
den, tHit  let  us  prepare  to  pay  what  we  can.  Sup- 
pose, said  he,  we  postpone  this  debt — make  no  ex- 
ertions to  pay  it,  and,  in  the  course  of  ten  years, 
we  have  another  war,  what  will  be  the  conse- 
quence? Another  hundred  millions  will  perhaps 
be  added  to  the  public  debt ;  for  in  war  our  debt 
always  increases.  Peace  is  the  lime — yes,  sir, 
peace  Is  the  time  to  pay  it  o£^  and  if  yoti  lose  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  it  has  fled  forever.  Let 
profusion  in  your  concerns  prevail ;  postpone  the 
payment  of  the  debt ;  let  war  come ;  another 
one  hundred  millions  added;  and  what  then? 
We  have  come  hope  of  managing  a  debt  of  a 
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hDodred  millions ;  ifae  natioii  can  bear  that ;  but 
add  aoDther  hundred,  and  we  aiak  under  It.  We 
shall  be  compelled  ibea  to  retort  to  direct  and 
heavy  taxes.  He  said  it  would  be  better  policy  to 
leTy  a  tax  now  and  pay  off  ilie  debt,  than  to  post- 
pone and  suffer  it  to  grow  and  waste  the  substance 
of  the  nation ;  that  direct  taxes  were  the  moit 
injurioas  to  our  country ;  that  ihey  were  the  most 
anpndnctive  of  aof  other,  according  to  the 
amoont  levied  ;  that  they  introduced  among  the 
people  a  swarm  of  assessors  and  collectors  that 
harassed  and  perplexed  them ;  and,  besides,  said 
he,  ihey  exhausL  by  commissioni,  fees,  and  defal- 
cations, a  great  amount  of  the  money  thas  drawn 
from  lae  people.  We  must,  he  said,  somehow, 
rid  ihe  nation  of  this  debt  A  direct  tax  at  this 
time,  he  said,  waa  utterly  out  of  the  question ;  it 
could  not  be  oome  now ;  the  only  resort  left  is  to 
retrench  and  reform  as  far  as  we  can.  After  this 
is  done,  we  shall  be  able  to  esiimale  what  we 
shall  fail  short  in  meeting  the  debt  when  it  falls 
redeemable ;  and  the  increase  of  Ihe  revenue,  in 
the  meantime,  wiU  be  better  ascertained,  andatve 
OS  a  more  certain  standard  by  which  to  calcmaie 
its  annual  results ;  for  it  is  rising  now.  it  is  hoped, 
from  its  lowest  ebb.  And  if,  said  he,  after  all 
these  precautions  and  preparations,  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  redeem  the  whole  of  the  debt,  it  will 
be  time  enough  then  to  resort  to  the  measure  of 
postponement,  and  we  shall  be  better  able  to  see 
what  will  be  the  best  course  to  pursue ;  and  he 
hoped  we  should  not,  frcHU  three  to  six  years  be- 
forehand, pronounce  upon  the  inability  of  the 
nation  to  pay  the  debt;  it  was  too  humiliating; 
and,  besides,  be  trusted  it  would  turn  out  differ- 
eotly.  He  insisted  no  good  was  likely  to  result 
from  the  measure,  and  he  did  most  sincerely  hope 
the  bill  would  again  be  rejected. 

Mr.  BncBANAN  observed,  that,  although  the  bill 
before  the  House,  even  as  it  had  been  amended, 
did  not  please  him  in  all  its  details,  yet,  imperfect 
as  it  was  in  his  estimation,  he  deemed  it  in  prin- 
ciple to  be  a  measure  so  advantageous  to  tHe 
coantry  that  it  should  receive  his  decided  support. 
The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Jobnson) 
has  complained  that  the  frieods  of  retrenchment, 
of  whom  he  professed  to  be  one  of  the  most  zeal- 
ous, were  denounced  as  radicals  and  enemies  of 
tbr  present  Administration.  Mr.  B.  was  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  know  what  application  such  remarks 
had  to  the  subject  under  discussion.  If  they  had 
any,  for  one  he  could  observe,  that  denunciations 
of  this  kind  would  have  no  terrors  for  him.  He 
neither  desired  nor  expected  any  &Tor  from  tbe 
Administration;  and  he  trusted  that,  whilst  he 
held  the  high  and  honorable  station  of  a  Represen- 
lative  of  the  people,  he  should  neither  wish  nor 
ask  for  any  other  distiucCioa.  He  was,  therefore, 
alike  indifferent  whether  he  was  called  a  radical 
or  an  ultra. 

Mr.  B.  said;  that  the  present  amount  of  the 
tional  debt  might  be  stated,  for  the  sake  of  even 
numbers,  at  693,000,000.  $^^3,000,000  of  this  sum 
is  the  balance  ot  the  war  loans  yet  remaining  un- 
paid, and  bearing  an  interest  of  six  and  of  seven 
per  cent,  per  annum.    This  balance  will  be  re- 


deemable at  the  pleasure  of  the  GoveromeDt,  in 
the  years  1835, 1826,  1S27,  and  1S28.  The  meas- 
ure proposed  by  Ihe  present  bill  is  an  exchange  of 

,000,000  of  this  stock,  upon  which  the  GoT- 

neni  now  pays  an  interest  of  six  and  seven 
per  cent,  for  slock  to  that  amount,  bearioe  an  in- 
terest of  five  percent,  and  not  redeemable  until 
1S30,  1831,  1832,  and  1833.  This  exchange,  in 
all  human  probability,  can  now  be  effected.  The 
only  question,  therefore,  m  be  decided,  is  the  policy 
of  the  measure. 

It  is  sajd  by  its  enemies  that  this  bill  shonid  not 
pass,  because  it  will  deprive  the  Government  of 
the  power  of  redeeming  S26,O0O,OOO  of  the  public 
debt,  during  the  years  in  which  it  will  become 
due.  If  the  slightest  prospect  existed  that  we 
should  be  able  to  pay  the  $63,000,000,  during  those 
years,  then,  said  Mr.  B.,  1  admit  this  would  be  a 
conclusive  objection  to  the  bill.  Unquestionably 
we  should  not  deprive  onrselves  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  discharging  our  debts,  whenever  we  shall 
have  the  ability.  Bui  does  any  gentleman,  how- 
iguine  he  may  be  in  his  calculations,  really 
believe  tnal  our  revenue,  during  the  years  1825, 
1826, 1827,  and  1828,  will  be  sufficient  to  defray 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Qovctnment,  to  pay 
the  interest  of  the  whole  of  the  national  aebc,  and 
sink  $63,000,000  of  the  principal?  During  each 
of  the  two  last  years  our  debt  has  been  increased 
upwards  of  82,000,000:  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  his  aanual  report,  has  informed  us, 
that  until  1825,  the  year  when  the  first  of  the  war 
loans  may  be  redeemed,  he  does  not  calculate  that 
our  ordinary  receipts  will  enable  him  to  do  mote 
than  meet  the  ordmary  expenses  of  Government, 
the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  payment 
to  the  public  creditors  of  the  small  balance  yet 
unpaid  of  the  deferred  six  per  cent,  stock.  That 
officer,  we  are  informed  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  now  believes, 
from  the  late  improvement  in  the  revenue,  that 
the  $2,000,000  of  six  per  cent,  stock  owned  by  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  mayalso  be  discharged 
during  the  inlermediale  years.  This,  howeTer,'is 
the  utmost  extent,  beyond  which  our  most  san- 
guine expectations  have  not  carried  us. 

If  you  should  delay  making  such  a  provision  as 
that  contemplated  by  this  bill  until  1825,  what 
will  then  be  your  situation  ?  During  that  and  the 
three  subsequent  years,  you  will  either  have  a  debt 
of  863,000,000  to  discharge,  or  you  will  be  com- 
pelled lo  pay  for  it  an  interest  of  six  per  cent.  If 
you  pay  the  amount,  you  must  provide  the  means. 
by  resorting  to  loans ;  and  your  necessities  will 
then  compel  you  to  borrow  so  much  at  oace,  that 
the  value  of  money  will  be  raised  in  the  market 
and  you  will  not  ne  able  to  obtain  it  at  so  cheap 
a  rate  as  it  can  now  be  procured.  Is  it  not,  there- 
fore, infinitely  more  politic  lo  make  the  contem- 
)>lated  exchange  of  $26,000,000  at  the  present 
lime,  when  it  can  be  done  upon  advantageous 
terms,  than,  under  existing  circumstances  to  trust 
to  thefdturel 

Should  this  exchange  be  effected  to  its  full  ex- 
tent there  will  still  remain  $37,000,000,  which  we 
may  pay  in  1625,  1820,  1827,  and  1828;  upwards 
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of  99,000,000  acb  year.  This  sum  so  gteaiiy  ex-  \ 
ceedB  ihat  portioa  of  the  StnkiDg  Fuad  applicable  1 
to  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  doling  ' 
those  years,  even  should  it  be  in  operation  to  the  ] 
full  eitent  at  present  contemplated  by  law,  that  | 
we  shall  then  be  obliged  to  borrow  iaree  sums  of  I 
money.  This  bill  is  calculated  to  divide  the  pre*- 1 
sure.  Lei  us  now  make  an  exchange  of  a  part : 
upon  good  terms;  and  by  doing  bo  we  shall  secure 
to  ourselves  infinitely  better  terms  for  the  balance 
in  1825,  1S2S,  1827,  and  1628,  than  we  could 
otherwise  exnect. 

Ml-  B.  saia,  he  believed  this  to  be  the  auspicious 
moment  for  making  the  exchange.  Trade  is  re- 
viviitg,  and  the  demand  for  money  becoming  con- 
sequently greater.  Should  we  realize  the  com- 
mercial advantages  which  we  expect  from  our 
declaration,  that  the  South  American  provinces 
are  free  and  independent,  new  avenues  will  be 
opened  for  mercantile  enterprise,  and  for  the  em- 
uoyment  of  that  capital  which  now  remains  idle. 
The  interest  of  mtmey  must  rise  as  the  demand  for 
it  increases.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Spain  should, 
in  violation  of  the  principles  of  justice  and  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  declare  war  against  us  for  recog- 
nising the  independence  of  her  colonies,  or  even 
threaten  it,  the  necessary  result  must  be  a  depres- 
sion in  the  price  of  your  stocks.  The  experience 
of  every  country,  in  a  state  of  actual  or  probable 
war,  proves  the  truth  of  this  position.  This,  then, 
appears  to  be  the  favorable  lime  which,  if  werafier 
to^ss  away,  may  never  amia  return. 

The  immediate  effect  ol  this  exchange  will  be 
an  annual  saving  of  $360,000.  My  friend  from 
Eeocucky,  saidMt.B.,  who  is  so iaadably  desirous 
of  introducing  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  pub- 
lic money,  should  have  included  this  ilem  in  his 
calculations. 

The  present  bilL  we  have  been  informed  by  the 
chairiDHa  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
is  a  financial  measure  of  the  Seerelary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. Now,  although  the  opinion  of  that  officer, 
even  in  matters  of  finance,  should  not  be  anthw- 
ity ;  yet,  from  his  character  and  official  station,  it 
is  entitled  to  much  weighL  When  there  is  doubt 
— when  the  judgment  is  nearly  tmlanced,  it  should 
■t  least  turn  the  scale.  If  Congress  reject  this 
measure,  thus  recommended,  and  if  we  shall  be 
compelled  to  accept  much  worse  terms  in  1825 
than  the  bill  proposes,  our  constituents  would  have 
a  just  right  to  complain  of  our  conduct. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
are  immoral  in  their  nature,  and  will  tend  to  in- 
troduce a  system  of  wagering  on  future  contingen- 
cies. It  appears  to  me,  however,  that  there  is  not 
the  slightest  foundation  for  this  objection.  Would 
the  most  rigid  casuist  consider,  that  the  man  who 
had  borrowed  money  some  years  ago  at  the  rate  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum,  which  will  become  due 
three  years  hence,  is  liable  to  an  imputation  of  dis- 
honesty if  now,  when  money  is  worth  less  than 
five  per  cent.,  he  ofiers  to  bis  creditor  to  extend  the 
time  of  payment  to  eigbt  years,  provided  he  will 
accept  that  rate  of  interest  from  the  date  of  the 
arrangement.  This  is  precisely  the  proposal  of 
Qovernment  as  contained  in  the  present  bill. 


Mr.  B.  concluded,  by  expressing  his  decided 
opinion  that,  in  whatever  view  this  bill  could  be 
presented  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  country, 
and,  therefore,  he  hoped  it  might  pass. 

Mr.  FcLLEH  expressed  his  sentiments  against 
the  bill,  and,  among  other  objections,  he  urged 
that  it  provided  for  giving  to  one  class  of  the  pub- 
lie  creditott  an  advantage  over  another,  by  per- 
mitting the  holders  of  stocks  of  different  loans  and 
value  to  come  In  and  avail  themselves  of  a  eom- 


and  he  thongbt  the  chances  of  it?  favoraUe 
lalion  was  not  such  as  to  authorize  the  cat- 
culations  of  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Woodson,  of  EentHeky,  observed  that  he 
rose  to  address  the  House  at  thii  stage  of  the  bill, 
not  with  a  view  of  trespassing  long  on  its  pa- 
tience in  the  discussion  or  a  subject  which  be  bad 
hoped  a  few  days  since  was  finally  disposed  of, 
and  the  reconsideration  of  which  was  not  to  be 
anticipated.  However,  in  the  vicissitude  of  events, 
it  has  so  happened  that  it  is  again  presented  ;  and 
a  sense  of  imperious  duty  compelled  him  to  solicit 
their  indulgence  whilst  he  briefly  expressed  his 
own,  and,  he  believed,  the  sentim«its  of  those  by 
whose  confidence  he  was  honored  with  a  seat  in 
this  House. 

This  bill  autfaoriies  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  propose  to 
a  specific  class  of  its  creditors  an  otefaange  of 
$26,000,000  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  ofa  per 
cent,  for  a  like  amonnbof  6  and  7  per  cent,  stock; 
and  the  only  inducement  held  oat  to  present  se- 
lected stockholders,  is  the  extensim  of  tne  term  of 
redemption  some  four  or  fire  years. 

A  single  raomHit's  reflection  on  the  character 
of  the  measure  produces  the  conviction  that  it  is 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  loan  in  disguise,  and 
that,  too,  by  anticipation. 

The  people,  whose  will  he  is  bound  to  obey, 
judging  from  lessons  of  experience,  condemn  the 
habit  of  resorting  to  loans  in  times  of  prc^ound 
peace,  to  sustain  the  operations  of  Qovernment,  or 
any  measure  calculated  to  rivet  upon  them  or  thdr 
posterity  an  immense  debt,  which  they  are  not  as 
yet  prepared  to  admit  is  a  national  b(essing^.  In 
the  hour  of  war  and  difficulty,  it  is  true,  their  pa- 
triotism and  devotion  create  an  inexhaustible  fund, 
upon  which  their  representatives  may  draw,  with 
confidence,  unlimited  bills  of  credit.  But,  when 
the  tempest  has  subsided,  and  serenity  succeeds, 
they  in  return  require  Ihat  prudence  and  economy 
should  be  observ^,  and  aid  in  relieving  them  frcHn 
accumulated  pressure.  They  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  empty  professions  ;  they  act  when  necessary, 
and  we,  as  their  faithful  representatives,  ought  to 
follow  their  example. 

A  Government  is  justly  assimilated  by  them  to 
an  individual,  and  the  same  results  relied  on  from 
the  same  causes.  What  would  public  seotimetit 
pronounce,  then,  of  an  individual  who  managed 
his  private  concerns  in  a  manna  reqtiiring  a  ha- 
bitual resort  to  bank  accommodations  or  loans  to 
defray  his  ordinary  expenses,  or  dischai^  his 
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debts  7  To  say  the  leasl,  it  woald  negalive  the 
idea  of  his  prudence,  and  caleulaie  with  certainty 
OD  bis  oltimate  embarrassmeDt  aod  humiliHtion. 

This  system  of  messnres,  he  contended,  created 
and  confirmed  a  moneyed  aristocracy  in  the  coun- 
try, distinct  and  separate  in  their  feelings  and  in- 
leresi  from  the  great  mass  of  the  commanitr — in- 
SaenciDg,  as  he  feared,  at  this  moment,  and  here- 
after destined  to  give  tone  and  character  to  all  our 
national  measures ;  to  cause  luxury,  evtrBvagance, 
and  idleness,  to  supplant  the  virtuous  repuUican 
manner^  the  economy,  the  active  enterprise,  and 
hardy  Jabot  of  our  ancestors — sap  the  public  vir- 
me,  and  nllimatelr  demolish  the  Qoverament  of 
the  peo^e.  Shoula  they  stop  short  of  those  dread- 
ful resmts,  they  will  at  least  paralyze  the  public 
enterprise  and  retard  its  prosperity,  by  diverting 
the  capital  of  the  country  from  permanent  estafr 
lisbmcnts,  requiring  labor,  cere,  and  ingenuity,  and 
yielding  but  a  moderate  though  sure  profit,  into 
funded  debL  Wealth  is  power — money  is  said  to 
beibe  sinew  of  war.  Place  the  purse  or  the  credit 
of  the  nation  in  the  hands  of  a  privileged  few,  or 
of  foreigners,  and  sooner  or  later  the  sword  will 


mpanvit.  These  maybe  considered  bysc 
s  ffToaadless  speculations — idle  fears.  They  a 
ucn  as  were  entertained  by  the  fonnders  of  o 


Republic,  and  the  experience  of  other 
has  too  frequently  witnessed  theii  sad  reality.  Can 
the  nation  tolerate  the  humiliatiuc  idea  of  being 
the  debtors,  and  consecjoently  subject  to  the  su- 
percilious interference  and  contFol  of  a  foreign  na- 
tion, jealous  of  our  rising  greatness  ?  If  not,  let 
me  entreat  thia  House  to  pause  before  they  adopt 
[bis  measate;  for  I  venture  to  predict,  if  the  ex- 
change is  efiecied,  by  far  the  greater  portion  of 
the  slock  will  be  exported  to,  and  disposed  of  in, 
a  foreign  country — remitted,  in  other  and  more 
specific  language,  to  England. 

If  this  erent  be  not  only  possible,  but  highly 
probable,  from  the  anfavorable  rate  of  exchange 
a^iflst  us,  and  we  should  hereafter  come  in  col-< 
listoa  with  that  Power,  and  it  becomes  necessary 
<□  vindicate  our  insulted  honor,  or  maintain  oor 
rights,  cait  we  resort  to  war?  Indeed,  can  we 
assume,  in  any  respect,  the  proud  and  elevated 
attiiode  of  an  mdepeudent,  high-minded  nation  1 
No.  That  same  honor  would  suspend  the  arm  of 
vengeance- until  the  debt  was  paid. 

But,  some  Eentleraen  have  said  that  the  Qov- 
ernment  would  acquire  additional  liliength  and 
seenrity  •  that  your  enemy  would  be  interested  in 
]M«aeiviiw  peace,  to  prevent  a  confisCRiton  of  their 
debts.  Tbu  is  by  lui  means  a  novel  idea;  expe- 
rience has  long  since  proved  its  fallacy. 

Their  influence  will  be  exerted  to  depress  the 
public  spirit,  and  obtain  from  usdisbonorabtecon- 
cesnoDs.  They  know  full  well  that  the  sacred- 
ness  of  public  debt  has  been  settled  by  universal 
consent,  and  that  no  nation  dare  to  violate  it. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  consequences  so 
obvions  and  awful. 

What  is  the  pressing  emergency,  the  dire  ne- 
ceasitr,  requiring  such  despatcD — tnis  sudden  risk 
of  poDlic  credit? 

Why  tki*  reversal  of  the  pleasing  prospect*  of 


our  increasing  comtnerceandpronwrous  condition 
of  onr  revenue— the  fond  hope  of  the  speedy  and 
actual  payment  of  our  national  debt,  presented  and 
received  with  so  much  eclat  at  the  commencement 
of  our  session  7  Were  they  designed  to  be  deln- 
sive  7  It  would  be  uncharitable  to  believe  so.  If 
not,  why  is  it  that  our  Government  is  now  repre- 
sented as  a  vessel  in  a  dead  calm,  and  an  expe- 
rienced helmsman  warning  the  crew  of  a  distant 
speck  io  the  horizon,  theharbinger  of  an  approach- 
ing storm  ?  I  cannot  perceive.  But,  if  Ihe  pres- 
ent  side  of  the  picture  be  the  real  one,  let  us  profit 
by  experience;  haul  in  our  sails;  make  the  ves- 
sel tioht  Hud  snug,  and  she  will  still  ride  the  waves 
in  safety.  Do  not  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the 
Government  revolt  at  the  idea  of  being  placed  at 
the  mercy  of  brokers,  bankmen,  usurers,  Btockjob- 
bers,  and  money-dealers  of  every  character,  some 
of  whom,  I  suppose  it  would  be  admitted,  were 
soverned  exclusively  by  their  views  of  profit  and 
Toss,  or  ambition,  and  with  whom  patriotism  Will 
be  but  as  a  feather  in  the  balance  7 

When  was  the  real  money-lender's  heart  known 
to  soften  at  distress,  or  his  demands  lowered  by 
the  extent  of  your  necessities  ?  How  often  does 
a  candid  acknowledgment  of  your  inability  to  pay 
enable  you  to  obtain  more  favorable  terms  on  the 
solicited  renewal  of  your  bond?  Let  those  who 
have  experienced  the  blessings  of  bank  accommo- 
dations, or  the  indulgences  of  the  most  polite 
creditors,  respond. 

Gentlemen  are  requested  to  reflect,  and  fathom, 
if  they  can,  the  depth  and  extent  of  the  wound  they 
will  inflict  on  the  national  character  and  credit 
if  the  proffered  boon  should  be  rejected.  To  him 
it  seemed  there  existed  an  astonishing  apathy  on 
this  branch  of  the  sabjecl.  It  is  viewed  with  ap- 
puent  unconcern,  as  a  mere  experiment.  If  crowned 
with  success — all  the  stock  exchanged — we  will 
nin  by  the  operation  t«o  niUion* .'  And  if  it  should 
fail,  say  gentlemen,  we  Shall  be  in  statu  q«4>.  Can 
[his  be  possible  ?  Is  the  preservation  of  our  honor 
nothing?  Are  we  ilius  at  liberty  to  sport  with 
our  reputatipn  for  the  mere  chance  of  gaining  that 
sum,  paltry  in  a  national  point  of  view  7  If  that 
amount  alone  is  wanting  to  sustain  us,  the  danger 
is  not  imposing,  and  we  may  safely  rely  on  the 
people  for  its  supply.  Commerce  is  admitted  by 
all  to  be  reviving, and  the  demand  for  money  rap- 
idly increanng.  Will  five  per  cent.,  under  such 
circumstances^  satiate  mercantile  cupidity?  Or 
can  it  be  imagmed  that  they  will  abandon  a  favor- 
ite and  lucrative  pursuit  to  invest  their  capital  in 
Ihe  funds  upon  the  terms  proposed  7  Judgingfrom 
human  natore,  he  would  suppose  not.  Yet  he  was 
so  little  habituated  to  nice^  of  calculation,  he  was 
bound  to  yield  theminutin  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  whose  profound  knowledge  on  those 
topics  had  been  so  forcibly  evinced.  His  main 
reliance,  however,  was  on  general  principles,  and 
he  must  be  pardoned  for  refusing  to  pin  nis  faith 
to  any  gentleman's  sleeve.  Now  is  said  to  be  the 
accepted  time,  and  if  we  fail  to  embrace  it,  the 
opportunity  to  make  so  good  a  bargain  may  never 
again  present  itself. 

Are  we  then  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  hock- 
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steriag,  batteriog  away  gur  funds  1  Where,  we 
may  iaquiie,  U  Ibe  neTer-sleeping  rigilance,  the 
superior  iDtelligence,  of  Ihal  cla^s  of  ihe  commu- 
nity, and  their  most  devoted  RepreseDtaiive,  the 
defender  of  their  interest  ia  this  Assembly — one 
who  Dot  only  speaks,  but  has  wrilcen,  with  so  much 
ability  in  their  cause? 

Are  they  unorant,  do  you  imagine,  of  Etie  real 
state  of  our  nnanceti — our  ability  to  meet,  or  uol, 
witb  promptness,  our  engagemenls  7  Is  it  fairly 
to  be  presumed  that  thev  are  idle  spectators,  or  lend 
a  dear  ear  to  the  appalline  picture  of  oui  future 
wants — to  the  desponding  declamation  of  our  Cou- 
gressioual  orators?  No.  He  feared  the  arguments 
advanced — the  coloring  used  to  induce  you  topro- 
p(we — will  occasion  (hem  to  reject  the  oner.  IHiey 
will  DOI  be  blind  to  their  interest,  and  will  either 
accept  or  rejecl  as  it  may  dictate.  They  know 
thai  sixty-three  millions  are  redeemable  ia  the 
years  1825,  1626,  1S27,  and  1828. 

Genilemea  have  contended  that  Ibe  price  of 
stock  is  regulated  by  the  protracted  period  of  re- 
demption,snd  ima«methat  tbeextensioouf  it  five 
or  six  years  will  efiect  the  objecL  This  argument 
vanisbes  if  there  be  soundness  ia  that  so  repeat- 
edly urged  and  reiterated,  that  the  Qorernmenl 
will  be  unable  to  redeem  its  debt  by  the  appointed 
time.  If  permanency  of  the  etock  therefore  be  the 
desideratum,  six  and  seven  per  cents,  will  not  be 
relinquished  for  fives,  shoultl  the  melancholy  pre- 
dictions of  gentlemen  be  verified. 

Justice  is  one  of  the  brightest  ornameats  in  our 
national  eixutcheon — our  true  policy — and  it  ap; 
pears  to  have  been  lost  sight  of  in  the  proposed 
arrangement  by  the  selection  of  particular  stock- 
holders. For  what  reason  is  it  that  you  make  the 
discrimination  7  Can  we  say  that  the  present 
owners  of  (be  slock  proposed  to  be  exchanged  are 
more  meritorious,  or  nave  any  particular  claims  to 
our  liberality — more  patriotic  ia  their  advances  to 
the  GkiTernment  than  oth^'!  The  whole  or  far 
the  greater  part  was  created  to  support  a  just,  ne- 
cessary, and  a  glorious  war,  and  tbey  are  equally 
entitled  to  (he  gratitude  and  justice  of  (be  coun- 
try. Why  then  not  throw  open  the  door  of  com- 
petition, and  permit  alt  who  choose  to  enter  and 
participate  in  the  advantages,  and  thereby  prevent 
a  dangerous  and  uawarrantable  monopoly  of  our 
funds? 

If  this  possession  be  beneficial,  scatter  those  ben- 
efits like  the  gentle  dew  of  heaven,  which  may  be 
gradually  absorbed.  Do  not  confine  and  limit  and 
concentrate  a  mightv  mass  in  a  single  channel, 
which,  from  its  weignt  end  depth,  may  prove  de- 
structive in  its  course.  Is  it  not  likely  that  your 
selection  may  fall  upon  the  least  mo-itorious  of 
our  creditors — tho»e  who,  as  a  business,  speculate 
upon  the  ebb  and  flow  of  circumstances  affecting 
our  proKperily. 

This  he  considered  as  a  most  critical  and  un- 
favorable time  to  place  ounelves  in  such  hands, 
lo  be  proclaiming  as  it  were  from  the  house  tops, 
our  weakness;  to  test  the  extent  of  our  national 
credi( ;  lo  transport  our  funded  debt.  We  have 
assumed  (he  noble  atdtude  of  a  band  of  brothers, 
a  Quiieil  nation,  in  an  act,  second  only  In  grandeur 


and  imporiance  to  the  declaration  of  our  own  in- 
dependence, and  it  becomes  us  to  evince  to  the 
world  a  just,  though  dignified  and  modest  confi- 
dence in  ihe  rectitude  of  our  motives,  and  our  real 
ability,  with  (he  will  of  Heaven,  lo  sustain  it.  It 
is  impolitic  and  unwise  to  be  sounding  false  alarms, 
or  exagceiating  our  difficulties,  or  boasting  too 
much  of  our  ener^. 

He  denied  that  it  was  permissible  for  a  Govern- 
ment at  any  time  to  enter  the  market,  and  specu- 
late upon  its  credit.  But  in  this  instance  it  would 
be  particularly  objectionable;  in  his  estimaljon 
dibcred liable.  The  stocks  were  created  by  the 
patriotism  of  the  nation ;  if  we  are  compelled  to 
make  the  exchange,  honesty  is  the  best  policy ; 
our  true  interest  and  honor  would  dictate  tliai  we 
propose  to  do  so,  without  requiring  any  other  ad- 
vantage than  time. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  displays  a  land- 
able  confidence  in  the  national  resources;  he  pre- 
sents, to  be  sure,  ihe  present  scheme  to  oar  consid- 
eration, but  It  is  in  the  alternative,  and  he  appeors 
to  entertain  no  doubt  of  our  ability,  if  necessary, 
hereafter  to  accomplish  the  same  object  more  ad- 
vaniageously  by  the  issue  of  new  stock. 

If  i(  be  true  that  commerce  is  reviving,  of  which 
there  seems  to  be  no  doubt,  we  shall  be  enabled,  I 
trusi,  to  meet  our  engagement,  and  sustain  onr 
national  honor  without  resorting  (o  either.  Upon 
every  view  of  the  subject  which  he  could  take,  it 
appeared  (o  him  to  be  a  gilded  pill,  which  he  con- 
fessed his  nerve-s  were  not  sufficiently  braced  to 
recommend,  even  as  a  tonic,  believing  as  he  did 
that  it  is  contrary  to  out  true  policy,  and  to  the 
will  of  that  por(ion  of  the  people  to  whom  he  is 
responsible,  and  that  the  oaiiun  is  by  no  means  so 
debilitated  as  to  require  it.  He  therefore  hoped 
the  measure  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  McDurfiE  .said,  (hat  it  was  not  a  matter  uf 
surprise  that  a  very  great  diversity  of  opinion 
should  prevail  in  relation  to  the  proposition  befare 
the  House;  nor,  was  it  a  matter  of  surprise  thai, 
on  a  financial  quesiion  ofsome  novelty,  involviog 
the  consideration  of  millions  of  the  public  debt, 
the  House  should  not  only  feel  a  deep  mterest,  but 
considerable  doubts  and  difficulties.  But,  he  said, 
he  was  much  surprised  when  he  saw  the  two  gen- 
tlemen from  Kentucky  (Mr.  F.  Johnson  and  Mr. 
WooDBon)  adding  lo  the  intrinsic  difficulties  of 
the  question  by  the  introduction  of  topics  foreign 
to  its  merits.  One  of  those  gentlemen  (Mr.  Woon- 
Bon)  had  boldly  disclaimed  ail  regard  lo  financial 
calculations,  and,  in  doing  so,  had  distinctly  dis- 
claimed all  regard  lo  the  only  considerations  that 
ought  to  have  any  weight  with  the  House.  And 
he  confessed  that,  after  this  broad  disclaimer  on 
the  part  of  that  gentleman,  he  was  not  surprised 
at  the  wide  and  excursive  range  which  he  had 
taken  in  the  debate.  But,  sir,  said  he,  ibis  is  es- 
seuiialiy  a  financial  question,  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive how  we  can  determine  whether  or  not  it  ia 
expedient  to  adopt  it,  if  we  do  nol  descend  to  the 
business  of  calculation.  We  must  inquire.  What 
is  ibe  amount  of  ihe  public  debt  7  When  will  it 
be  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government  ? 
And  what  then  will  be  the  probable  capacity  of 
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tbe  GoreiDment  lo  efiect  the  redemptioD  7  Now 
it  is  admitted  on  alt  hands,  and,  if  it  were  not  ad- 
miiied,  it  is  apparent  from  the  official  ducuments 
before  us,  that,  during  the  years  1825,  6,  7,  and  8, 
sixly'ihree  millions  of  the  public  debt,  beaiing  an 
iuierestof  six  and  seven  per  cent.,  will  become  re- 
deemable. It  is  equally  apparent  thai  the  surplus  ; 
which  shall  remain  of  the  ordinaiy  revenue,  aftei 
defraying  the  curten  t  expenses  of  the  GoTernmeui,  I 
and  discharging  (he  interest  of  the  nalioDal  debt,  j 
will  not  be  sumcient  to  redeem  wilhin  fif^y  mil-  I 
lions  of  the  sum  that  will  he  thus  redeemable. ! 
Sir,  when  these  two  propositions  are  granted,  I 
which  no  gentleman  has  denied  or  can  deny,  ii 
requifes  no  great  powers  of  logic  to  deduce  the  I 
consequences.  Tney  are  clear  and  inevitable. ! 
We  must  either  raise  a  revenue  of  fifty  millions  [ 
of  dollars  by  direct  taxation,  between  this  time 
and  the  year  1828,  or  we  must  procrastinate  the 
period  fixed  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt. 

The  former  alternative  is  quite  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. No  gentleman  would  seriously  recommeod 
no  enormous  a  lax  for  such  an  object,  at  a  time 
when  we  are  but  just  recovering  Irom  the  most 
overwhelming  pecuniary  embarrassment  that  ever 
befel  a  prosperoQs  nation — an  embarrassment,  too, 
which  we  must  trace  to  that  very  war  in  which 
this  debt  was  contracted.  Indeed  one,  or  perhaps 
both  of  the  gentlemen  from  Kentucky,  tooK  occa- 
sion to  deprecate  a  resort  to  direct  taxes,  in  the 
very  act  of  opposinz,  upon  the  broadest  principles, 
the  only  measure  by  which  such  taxes  can  he 
aToided.  This  seemed  to  involve  an  inconsistency 
which  he  thought  it  would  be  difficult  to  explain. 
But,  said  he.  as  it  is  granted  that  a  direct  tax  is 
not  contemplated,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, that  we  must  prcKrsatinate  the  period  at 
which  the  public  debt  shall  be  redeemable;  and  it 
only  remains  to  be  determined  how  this  can  be 
effected  on  terms  most  advantageous  to  the  Gov- 
rraraeai.  It  may  be  reasonably  estimftied,  as 
alreadf  intioiated,  that  there  will  be  fil^y  millions 
of  the  public  debt,  bearing  an  iulerest  of  six 
and  seven  per  cent,  which  will  be  redeemable  at 
ot  before  the  vear  1828,  and  which  the  Oovern- 
ment  cannot  then  redeem.  In  this  state  of  [hinffs 
the  public  creditors  ask  it  as  a  favor  that  we  should 
not  nay  theoi  the  principal  of  their  debt,  and  tell 
us  tna^  if  we  will  throw  forward  the  period  of  re- 
demption, they  will  take  five  per  ceul.  instead  of 
six  and  seven.  In  other  words,  they  will  exchange 
their  six  and  seven  per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  four 
or  five  years  hence,  for  fiye  per  cent,  stock,  redeem- 
able tenor  twelve  years  hence.  And  sbail  we 
not  accede  lo  this  proposition  'i  Is  it  not  belter 
that  we  should  pay  five  per  cent,  than  lis  and 
seven  per  cenL  7 

But  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
(Mr.  ToHLiNsoN,)  had,  on  a  former  day,  used  a 
very  plausible  and  imposing  argument  on  this 
point — an  argument  which  had  made  a  strong  im- 
pression upon  the  House,  and  which,  for  the  mo- 
ment, Mr.  McD.  said,  made  a  similar  impression 
upon  him.  But  he  was  prepared  to  show  that  the 
geotleman's  argument,  when  pushed  to  its  full  ex- 
tent, would  lead  to  a  result  different  from  that 


which  he  had  supposed.  He  understood  the  gen- 
tleman to  contend  that  we  ought  lo  wait  until  the 
six  and  seven  per  cent,  stocks  become  redeemable, 
and  then  open  a  new  loan  to  raise  the  money  to 
redeem  them.  And,  said  the  gentleman,  as  the  six 
and  seven  per  cents,  will,  of  course,  be  at  par,  it 
will  follow  that,  if  the  five  per  cents,  remain  as  at 
present,  nine  or  ten  per  cent,  above  par,  we  shall 
gaiti,  by  posiponiog  the  operation,  a  sum  equal  to 
the  aggregate  amount  that  the  Sve  per  cents,  will 
produce  iHrave  their  par  value.  But,  he  said,  the 
lallacy  of  this  argument  consisted  in  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  value  of  (he  five  per  cent,  stock  will 
not  he  diminished  by  increasing  the  quantity  in 
market.  The  price  of  stocks,  fike  that  of  every 
other  article',  depends  upon  the  relation  subsisting 
between  the  supply  and  demand.  Indeed,  the 
gentleman  himself  very  justly  ascribed  the  pres- 
ent hiffh  price  of  the  five  per  cents,  to  the  smalU 
ness  01  the  amount  in  market.  And  when  he  told 
us  we  should  depress  their  price  by  the  proposed 
exchange,  which  will  substantially  throw  twenty- 
six  milHons  into  the  market,  it  is  strange  that  he 
did  not  extend  his  view  a  little  further.  If  be 
had  done  so,  he  would,  doubtless,  have  seen  that 
a  much  greater  depression  would  be  produced  by 
suddenly  throwing  into  ibe  market  fifty  millions 
five  or  six  years  hence.  What,  said  Mr.  Mc  D., 
would  be  the  situation  of  the  Oovernmenl,  and 
what  the  interest  of  the  public  creditors?  The 
Government  would  come  into  the  market  to  obtain 
a  loan  for  so  large  an  amount,  with  a  declar 


loan.  What  would  be  the  conduct  of  the  cred- 
itors 7  They  would  use  every  effort  and  resort  to 
every  combination  to  prevent  iheOorernmentrrom 
obtaining  favorable  loans.  For,  as  they  would  be 
the  holders  of  six  and  seven  per  cenL  stock,  which 
the  Government  could  redeem  only  by  loans,  they 
would  have  a  deep  interest  in  preventing  a  loan  at 
a  lower  rale  of  interest,  wherebv  they  would,  in 
efi'ect,  lose  their  stock,  or  have  the  interest  pro- 


money  market,  and  the  operations  of  borrowing 
and  lending,  to  say  how  great  would  he  the  efiect 
which  (he  holders  of  fifty  millions  of  slock  might 
produce  on  the  price  of  stock.  Suppose,  said  ne, 
the  Governlnent  should  propose  to  eSect  a  loan  to 
that  amount  bv  the  issue  of  five  per  cent,  stocks 
The  very  fact  that  the  holders  of  the  six  end  seven 
per  cents,  should  refuse  to  subscribe  to  the  nerw 
stock,  would  so  far  diminish  the  demand  and  the 
competition,  that  its  price  would  be  greatly  de- 
pressed. And  he  would  venture  to  predict  that,  if 
this  bill  should  not  pass,  the  five  per  cent,  stocks, 
for  which  we  can  now  obtain  the  six  and  seven 
per  cents.,  (thereby  saving  in  interest  between  one 
and  two  millions  of  dollars,)  will,  at  the  end  of 
four  or  Sve  years,  be  at  par,  if  not  lower. 

It  is  then,  said  he,  the  obvious  dictate  of  pru- 
dence to  anticipate  and  obviate  embarrassments  in 
our  finances  by  timely  arrangements.  By  throw- 
ing the  five  per  cent  stock  gradually  into  the  mar- 
ket by  successive  operations,  that  depression  in  its 
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value  would  be  avoided,  which  an  opposite  coarse 
would  most  cettaialfpiodQce.  The  amouDtwhtcb 
we  DOW  propose  to  eschaoge  is  not  much  iDore 
than  half  (he  sum  thai  will  be  redeemable  in  1S25, 
'6,  '7,  and  '8  ;  and  there  will,  of  course,  be  a  suf- 
ficient sum  left  to  give  full  operation  to  dl  the  sur- 
[du3  revenue  which  we  can  reasoDably  anticipate. 

A  gentleiDHn  from  Keotuck/,  (Mr.  Wooimom,} 
had  edified  the  House,  Mr.  McD.  said,  with  many 
profound  political  truths,  liable,  boweTer,  lo  the 


objection  that  ihey  did  not  happen  to  relate  to  the 
qaestion  before  the  House.  That  gentleman  had 
denounced,  with  great  emphasis,  all  moneyed  aris- 
tocracies ;  but,  what  had  that  to  do  with  the  ques- 
lion  1  Are  the  public  creditors  a  moneyed  aris- 
tocracy ?  Or,  if  ihey  ate,  does  ibis  bill  increase 
the  evil  1     Does  it  propose  to  incorporate  them  1 


shall  pay  them  only  five  per  cenL,  iniilead  of  six 
and  seven  per  cent.  1  Both  of  the  gentlemen  from 
Kentucky  bad  indulged  themselves  in  vague  and 
gaieral  declamation  OKainst  a  public  debt.  But, 
said  he,  bow  unprofilaole  is  it  lo  declaim  against 
what  we  cannot  avoid  !  The  debt  ttlready  exists. 
It  was  contracted  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  Do  the  gentle- 
n  seriously  think  it  ought  not  lo  have  been 


can  any  man  believe  the  war  could  have  been 
ried  on  without  loans  1 

Sir,  said  he,  as  long  as  we  depend  exclusively 
upon  foreign  commerce  for  revenues,  a  war  must, 
in  the  very  nature  of  things,  snnihilate  our  fioao' 
cial  resources,  and  we  most  be  dependent  upon 
loans.  The  distribution  of  the  capital  and  labor 
of  the  countrv  musi  be  entirely  changed,  so  that 
OUT  revenueshalL  be  derived  from  iaiernal  sources, 
before  we  can,  during  war,  raise  any  thing  like 
the  amount  of  revenue  necessary  lo  meet  the  pub* 
lie  exigencies.  A  large  debt  must  be  contracted, 
and  woeu  peace  comes  it  only  remains  for  a  pru- 
dent government  to  pay  it  on  as  rapidly  as  it  can, 
without  subjeciing  the  people  to  heavy  burdens 
when  they  are  least  able  to  sustain  them. 

Bui  an  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr,  F.  JoBNaoN)  seems  to  imagine  that,  if  we 
adopt  this  measure,  we  shall  commit  ourselves 
agauist  makiofT  the  necessary  retrencbnients  in  the 

KUic  expenditure.  It  is  an  easy  matter,  said  Mr. 
oD.,  to  declaim,  in  general  terms,  about  econ- 
omy and  retrenchment ;  but  let  him  bring  forward 
his  specific  propositions,  and,  if  he  would  point 
out  a  rotten  limb  in  the  system,  he,  Mr.  McD., 
would  co-operate,  heart  and  hand,  in  its  amputa- 
tion. For,  vrhile  he  should  firmly  and  fearlessly 
resist  all  projects  which  shonld  endanger  the  effi- 
ciency of  those  establishments  which  were  essen- 
liat  to  the  independence  and  safely  of  the  country, 
he  was  as  deeply  impressed  as  the  genilemBU  from 
Kentucky  with  the  importance  of  avoiding  a 
wastefol  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  It 
would  be  no  anoment  against  a  relrenchment 
dictated  by  sonod  policy,  tfiat  the  embarrassments 
of  the  Treasoiy  did  not  compel  us  (o  resort  to  it. 


And  he  bad  sufficient  confidence  in  the  good  sense 
of  Congress,  that  they  would  make  all  the  neces- 
sary reforms,  without  being  driven  to  it  by  an 
imperious  necessity. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  thought  this  a  measure  of 
forecast  and  wisdom,  and  hoped  it  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  remarked  that  he  had 
no  feeling  on  tnis  subject:  be  viewed  the  proposed 
exchange  of  stocks,  merely  as  a  prudmt  financial 
measure,  and  had  therefore  always  been  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  And  as  the  gentlemen  from  Kentuc- 
ky, who  rpoke  first,  (Mr.  Johmhon,)  bad,  by  a 
sort  of  general  challenge,  called  upon  its  friends 
to  point  out  those  future  changes  m  the  circum- 
stances of  the  countryjon  which  they  justified  the 
measure,  he  would  briefly  state  the  considerations 
which  influenced  him.  Mr,  T.  said  he  was  friend- 
ly to  the  bill,  under  the  persuasion  that  the  interest 
of  money  would  rise  in  this  country ;  consequent- 
ly, that  stocks  wonid  fall ;  for  he  agreed  with  the 
genlleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Fdller,) 
that  we  should  gain  or  lose  by  the  exchange,  ac- 
cording to  the  price  which  our  five  percent,  stock 
may  bear  in  the  market,  when  the  six  and  seven 
per  cents,  became  redeemable.  Thus,  if,  in  1826, 
our  five  per  cent,  stock  should  bring  six  per  cent, 
above  par,  then,  as  we  save  by  the  exchange  two 
per  eeot.  per  annum,  for  three  years,  in  the  pay- 
ment of  interest,  it  comes  to  nearly  the  same  thing; 
and  if  our  five  per  cents,  shoold  be  higher,  then  we 
should  lose.  But  he  thought  there  was  much 
greater  probability  of  their  falling. 

Mr.  T.  said  that  there  were  two  very  difierent 
causes  for  the  fall  in  the  interest  of  money — one 
was  the  gradual  accumulation  of  large  capitals  in 
the  hands  of  individuals,  during  a  long  course  of 

IiroBperity,  such  as  existed  in  EnglaatTaDd  Hol- 
and,  when  interest  had  gradually  declined  from 
ten  per  cent,  lo  eight,  to  six,  to  four,  and,  he  be- 
lieved that,  in  Amsterdam,  large  snms  may  be  aow 
borrowed  as  low  as  three  per  cent.  He  raid,  the 
same  cause  operated  in  this  country,  and  in  every 

Griod  of  twenty  or  thirty  years,  by  the  accumn- 
:ion  of  private  wealth,  interest  may  be  expected 
to  fall.  But.  he  said,  there  was  another  cause, 
which  was  ibesuddenchaogeio  tbecircomstances 
of  a  couniry,  by  which  that  capital  which  bad 
been  actively  employed,  had  become  idle  and  re- 
dundant; and  he  contended  that  the  last  was  the 
cause  of  the  low  rate  of  interest  in  this  country ; 
that  it  was  the  effect  of  comparative  adversity, 
rather  than  prosperity;  that  we  bad  now  lost 
much  of  that  extensive  and  gainful  commerce  we 
had  lately  enjoyed,  wfaich  had  made  more  capital 
in  the  country  than  could  immediately  find  profit- 
able investment.  But,  whenever  interest  is  low 
from  this  caus^  it  cannot  be  permanent.  If  out 
commerce  should  revive,  of  which  there  were  some 
present  symptoms  and  encouraging  prospects,  then 
much  of  the  money,  now  vested  in  the  ninds,  will 
be  demanded  for  mercantile  pursuits,  by  which, 
of  course,  the  natural  interest  of  money  will  rise, 
and  stock  will  fall.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
present  stagnation  of  commerce  should  continue, 
then  the  present  redundancy  of  capital  is  constant- 
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ly  dEmiDuhiDg.  Id  the  natural  conrse  of  tbiDgs, 
it  irill  seek  other  invesiments;  it  will  find  em- 
pbfmeDt  in  manafftclureE,  or  in  the  purchase  of 
Western  lands.  It  will  be  subdivided  amoDg  chil- 
dten,  or  will  melt  iwsiy  and  be  consumed.  The 
present  lowraieof  inlerest,  less  than  five  percent., 
u  not  its  natural  state  in  thia  country,  which  hai^ 
M  many  modes  of  absorbing  capital,  as  fast  as  il 
can  be  created,  il  cannot  last ;  and  whether  our 
commetce  improves  or  falls  off,  or  coalinaex  as  it 
is,  the  nktaral  interest  of  inoaey  muse  shortly  riee 
from  what  it  now  is. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Keniocky,  (Mr.  Johk- 
aoR,)  said,  tliat,  if  our  trade  should  experience 
that  extension  thai  the  friends  of  this  bill  an- 
ticipated, oar  revenue  would  pro portio nail y  im- 
prove; in  which  case,  we  should  have  money 
lying  idle  in  the  Treasury,  before  these  new  five 
per  cents,  would  be  redeemable.  But,  said  Mr.  T. 
the  gentleman  forgets  that  though  the  debt  is  not 
'-  -'  "^  -  the 


redeemable  by  law.  it  may  be  nurcha.ted  by 
CommissiDnera  of  tae  Sinking  Fund,  aad  that, 
the  supposed  contingency  of  an  increase  of  oom- 
merce,  interest  woufd  rise,  and  stock  fall,  so  that 
if  wehaveaDjsupeifiuoua  money  in  the  Treasury, 
we  may  bay  in  the  stock  before  it  is  redeemable, 
and  bar  it  under  par,  by  which  course  this  mea- 
sure will  prove  doubly  beoEGcial. 

Mr.  T.  adverted  to  an  argument  that  had  been 
Grst  used  by  a  gendeman  ^om  New  York,  (Mr. 
Tbacy,)  and  afterwards  uiged  wilb  much  force 
and  success  by  a.  gentleman  from  Fennsylvi 
(Mr.  Sbbobikt,)  that  this  exchange  was  1: 
w^ger  between  the  stockholders  and  the  Got 
ment,  as  to  the  price  of  the  stocks  three  or  four 
years  hence.  Mr.  T.  s»id,  this  view  had  made 
much  impression  on  him  at  first,  but  he  then 
thtmght  the  argument  was  rather  specious  than 
solid.  In  such  a  wager,  he  admitted  that  many 
of  tite  moDey  holders  would  have  the  advantage, 
and  tke  present  high  price  of  &ve  per  cent  stock, 
payable  at  a  distant  day,  was  not  the  mere  result 
of  calculations  of  futurity — it  was  produced,  like 
every  i&ing  else,  by  tlie  proportion  between  the 
supply  and  the  demand.  There  are  more  lenders 
than  borrowers — the  money  holders  get  sii 
cent,  if  they  can ;  if  not,  ihey  will  take  &■  . 
less,  rather  than  let  their  money  lie  idle— and,  in 
the  nnceitainty  whether  they  can  find  employ- 
ment for  their  money  three  or  four  years  hence, 
when  the  Oavemment  shall  pay  them  ofl^  they 
iTtll,  ia  general,  make  the  exchange,  though  some 
of  them  should  make  the  Mme  calculations  of  the 
future  that  we  do,  Besides,  Mr.  T.  said,  as  the 
prudence  of  this  measure  depends  on  a  contin- 
gevcT,  and  interest  was  now  confessedly  unusu~ 
ally  low,  he  thought  we  ought,  like  prudent  indi- 
ridnals,  to  divide  the  risk — and,  as  we  could  not 
pay  off  the  whole  public  debt  for  some  years,  to 
make  an  immediate  reduction  of  the  inlerest,  when 
we  had  it  fairly  in  our  power  to  do  so.  Mr.  T. 
adverting  to  Mr.  Fulleh'b  objection,  said  that  he 
liked  the  bill  better  with  the  amendment  of  the 
eentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  CutBRGLBNo,) 
Stan  in  its  present  shape;  but  as  it  is  now  modi- 
fied, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  might  require 
17th  GoN.  1st  Sess.— 46 


of  the  slock  redeemable  in  1827,  and 

183S,  as  well  as  ihal  redeemable  in  1825  and  1836, 

or  give  a  preference  to  the  former,  so  as  to  remove 

the  objection  of  putting  the  holders  of  both  slocks 

L  the  same  fooling. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  bad  intended  to  reply  to  the  argo- 
eats  of  thegeotleman  from  Kentucky,  who  spoke 
last  (Mr.  Woodson,)  but  on  reSeciion,  he  should 
decline  it,  as  he  presumed  that  the  answers  which 
had  so  readily  presented  themselves  to  his  mind, 
bad  not  escaped  the  mind  of  others.  He  said,  (hat 
that  honorable  gentleman  must  have  viewed  this 
Goancial  measure  under  the  strong  bias  of  feeling, 
he  never  could  have  made  some  of  the  objec- 
>ns  be  bad  urged.  He  could  not  have  sup- 
ised  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  Slates  could 
icome  the  holders  of  the  proposed  five  per  cent. 
slock,  as  their  charter  forbids  them  to  purchase 
stock—nor  would  he  have  made  it  an  an  objec- 
tion that  we  might  be  unfortunately  involved  in  a 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  then  twenty-six  mil- 
lions of  our  stock  might  beheld  in  thai  country. 
Mr.  T.  said,  in  such  an  event,  their  balding  the 
evidences  of  our  debt  could  give  them  no  advan- 
tage over  us — and  remarked,  that  the  objection 
reminded  him  of  a  story  he  had  somewhere  read, 
that  a  party  ofin^uigenls,  in  Ireland,  getting  into 
their  hands  a  large  quantity  of  the  notes  of  an  un- 
popular banker,  destroyed  them,  by  way  of  doing 
hitnan  injury.  Mr.  T.  said  he  was  as  much  a 
friend  to  economy  and  retrenchment  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  and  it  was  because  he 
was  so,  that  he  was  friendly  to  this  bill,  and 
should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  FuLLEi  explained  his  remarks,  which  be 
thought  bad  been  mixapprehended  by  the  geotle- 
man  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Tockeb.) 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  commented  at  length, 
in  an  able  aul  lucid  manner,  upon  the  observa- 
tions that  had  been  made  by  the  gentlemen  who 
had  severally  expressed  their  sentiments  against 
the  bill.  Finally  the  question  was  taken  on  its 
passage,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  99, 
nays  55,  as  follows: 

Yiii — Mesun.  Alien  of  Tenneisre,  Archer,  Bald- 
win, Barbar  of  Connecticut,  Barber  of  Ohio,  B^- 
iioi,  Ba;lv,  BlackEcdge,  Bodind,  Breckenridge,  Bd- 
chanan,  Barrong,  Burton,  Camhreleng,  Campliell  of 
New  York,  Canipbell  of  Ohio,  Cawodr,  Conkltng, 
Cnihinaii,  Cuihlwrt,  Dans.  Durfso,  Dwight,  Bddr. 
Findlsy,  OeUiard,  Oilmer,  Oroai,  Huvey,  Bawka, 
Hsndricki,  Hemek,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooka,  Jackson, 
J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Jobodlon,  Jones  of  TenneasM, 
Kent,  Klrkland,  Litchfield,  LowDiki,  HcCarty,  He- 
Co?,  McDaffie,  McSbany,  Mallsrr,  Uataon,  Mitchell 
of  Pannsjlvania,  Montgomery,  Moora  of  Pennajlva- 
nia,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moors  of  Alabama,  Morgu, 
Neair,  NeUon  of  Maasacbnietta,  Nelson  of  Virginia, 
NewtoB,  Palteraon  o{  New  York,  PatUiMn  of  Peon- 
sjWsnia,  Pieraon,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  Naw  Haiap- 
■hirc,  Flumer  of  Pennayltanin,  Poiniett,  Read  of 
Maaaachuiella,  Reid  of  Geortia,  Hhea,  Rogeii,  Rng- 
gles,  KuM,  RuaasU,  8in<]en,  Sawyer,  Beolt,  S.Smith, 
W.  Smith,  Akiander  Smytb,  J.  S.  Smith.  Spencer, 
Swriiog  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Sla- 
venaon.  Swan,  Tatnsli,  Taylor,  Thomiaon,  Tod, 
,  Tncker   of  Virginia,   Vanea,   Van   Renaaeliar,  Tan 
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Wjck,    Wilworlb,    WhEpple,    Williimion,    Wow],  ! 
Wooilcock.  iDd  Wiisht.  I 

NiT» — Menrs.  AleiinJur,  Allen  of  MaanchuietU, 
Ball,  Bigelovr,  Bliir,  Brown,  CBnnoii,  Chamben,  i 
Cocke,  Conner,  Cook,  Cnfla,  Darlington,  Deniaon,  | 
EdiTudi  of  Connecticat,  Edvriinli  of  North  Caroling,  i 
Firrellr.  Falter,  Garnett,  Giat,  Gorham,  Hall,  Hemp-  I 
bill,  Holcombe,  F.  Johnion,  Lathrop.  Leftwicii,  Lin-  j 
colD,  Long,  McNeill,  Mittocka,  Mercer,  Metcalfi:,  ; 
MoTTBy,  OveralTeet,  Phillipi,  Rankin,  Rich,  Rois,  Ser-  I 
geant,  Sloan,  Arthar  Smith,  Stoddard,  Tomlinaon,  | 
Traej,  Tucker  of  South  Csrolint,  Upham,  Warfield,  I 
While,  Whitman,  Williuna  of  North  Carolina,  Wit-  \ 
liama  of  Virgioia,  Wilcon,  WoodaoD,  and  Worman. 


P«a  FolA ;  and  tbat  the  said  Mn^ge  and  report 
<Io  lie  OD  the  table. 

Mr.  SuiTH,  ofMarylaDd,  from  the  Commillee 
of  Ways  BDd  Meaca,  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions 01  the  House  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 


MoNDAT,  April  I. 

Mr.  Keyes  presented  a  petition  of  David  B. 
Lee,  of  the  city  of  Philadelpliia,  setting  forth  that 
beis  the  original  inventor  ot  the  "ftyingmachiae," 
mentioned  in  the  petition  of  James  Bennett,  pre- 
sented to  this  House  on  ibe23th  instant,  and  pray- 
ing that  no  right  or  privilege  may  be  granted  to 
said  Bennett  on  account  oT  said  invention,  but 
that  Congress  would  grant  to  him  and  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  for  such  length  of  lime  as  Congress 
may  think  jn-oper,  the  exclusive  right  and  privi- 
lege of  navigating  the  atmosphere,  either  with 
"Hying  machines"  or  with  "navijtable  balloons," 
throughout  the  United  States.— Referred  to  the 
GOmmiltee  appointed  on  the  petition  of  James 
Bennett. 

Mr.  Cahbrelgno  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
complaining  of  the  unnecessary  seventy  of  the 
operation  of  ihe  act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of 
April,  1818.  entitled  "An  act  suif^ilemeniary  to 
an  act  en  til  led  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  2d  dav 
of  March,  1799.'' 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  peliiion  of  Anlhony 
Qale,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  of  the 
Marine  Corps,  complaining  of  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting, and  of  the  result  of  the  trial,  by  which 
he  was  removed  from  his  command  of  satd  eorps, 
and  praying  that  a  new  trial  may  be  ordered,  and 

that  he  may  be  beard  in  his  defence Referred  10 

the  Commitiee  on  Naval  Afiaira. 

Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inbabitantsofthecountiesofPrederickand  Wash- 
tnston,  in  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  praying  for  the 
aid  of  Coneress  in  makine  a  turnpike  road  from 
the  City  of  Washington  to  Fredericktown,  in  Ma- 
ryland }  which  petition  was  referred  lo  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  SEROBAfCT,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  lo  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Michigan 
Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
relation  to  a  private  claim  lo  a  piece  of  land  in 
the  liver  Delaware,  known  by  the  came  of  the 


independent  nations  □: 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  from  the  select  commillee  to 
which  was  committed  the  bill  to  provide  for  deliv' 
ering  up  persons  held  to  labor  or  service  in  any 
of  the  States  or  Territories,  who  shall  escape  into 
any  Other  Slate  or  Territory,  reported  the  same 
with  amendment,  and  the  bill  and  amendments 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instmctei)  to 
inquire  into  the  claim  of  Abner  L.  Duncan,  f<H 

Srofessional  services  in  the  suits  brought  against 
reneral  Flournoy  for  embargoing  Spanish  vessels 
in  1813  and  1813,  and  to  report  thereon. 

Mr.  CoHDicT  moved  that  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution  : 

Saolnd,  That,  far  the  purpoae  of  bringing  the  pre- 
■enl  aeaaioa  of  Congreca  to  ■  mare  speedy  cIok,  the 
atated  hour  of  meeting  of  thia  House  shall  hereafter 
be  10  o'clock  in   the  morning. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution,  relative  to  the 
disposition  of  the  national  painting^  eiecuied  by 
Colonel  Trumbull,  was  read  a  tliird  lime  and 

The  House,  nn  motion  of  Mr.  Serceant  took 
into  consideration  the  bill  to  alter  the  limes  of 
holding  the  Courts  in  the  Western  District  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bilN  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  to  abolish  the  United 
States'  trading  establishment  with  the  Indian 
tribes;"  and  "An  actio  provide  for  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  in  Florida,  and 
fur  other  purposes."  They  have  also  passed  a 
joint  resolution  directing  a  temporary  deposite  of 
the  national  paintings  in  certain  committee  rooms 
of  Ihe  Senate  ;  in  wnich  bills  and  resolution  tbey 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  s  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  the  incidental  expenses  incurred  in 
the  Land  Offices  in  St.  Louis,  Franklin,  Hunts- 
ville,  and  Cahaba,  in  the  year  1820,  and  th«  tfar«« 
first  quartets  of  1831 ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

CLAIM  OF  BEAUMARCHAI8. 


TolheHeuieo/Bepretcnlaiivetofthe  United  Statet  • 
I  transmit  to  Congreaa  the  translation  of  two  letters 
from  tba  Miniater  of  France  lu  the  Secretary  of  Slate, 
relating  lo  the  claim  of  Ibe  heira  of  Caron  de  Bean- 
marchsia  upon  thia  Gavemment,  with  Iha  documents 
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Claim  of  £(aun)arc&ait. 


H.  or  R. 


UwrewiUt  •ueloaed,  TMommendiDf  them  to  ths  favor- 
able coiuidere'tion  of  Congicn. 

JAMEa  MONROE. 
Waibiistoh,  March  S9,  18S3. 

The  Banm  de  NeuvilU  to  the  Seerclari/  of  State. 
WAiBiiraToi,  February  SG,  1833. 

BiM :  1  bave  been  instructed  by  aty  Court  to  call  the 
•itenliuci  of  the  Federal  Goietnmeat  to  tbc  claim  of 
the  hein  of  Beanmarchai*.  Hia  Majntj'i  OaTeni- 
maal  indolBea  a  hope  that  Ihair  lagitimals  and  well- 
baodEd  righta  will  ceais  si  leial  to  be  iliaputed,  and 
that  prajudjcea  will  yielJ  at  length  to  the  ioflaence  of 
indicpatable  facta,  capeciall;  when  thoM  prejuilieea 
are  totaUj  oDgrounded,  and  baoc  been  abandoned  bir 


aUtI 


lad  the  . 


The  French  Ooiernment  haa  never  ctaiad 
port  it  with  that  inlcreat  which  everj  Gi 
owea  to  ihe  JQat  claim)  of  ita  citliena.  It  bai  b«Ba 
.earoeilly  racommaDded  to  Congrew  b;  Preatdenta 
MaJiaoD  anil  Monroe. 

Mr.  Uadiaon,  in  bi*  Mcaaageof  Ihe  31atof  JannaTj. 
1S17,  exprenea  bimielf  in  the  fullowing  terma: 

■*  CofUMleriog  that  ths  aum  of  which  Uie  million  of 
Uttm  in  qoratiun  made  a  part  wa<  a  gratuitan*  grant 
ftom  the  Freiicb  Qoiernmeal  to  the  United  Btalea, 
and  the  dadatation  of  that  Qof  aroment  that  that  part 
oi  the  grant  waa  put  in  the  hanJi  of  M.  de  Baitimar- 
ehaia  aa  ita  agent,  not  aa  the  agent  of  the  United 
Slatea,  and  waa  dulj  accounted  tar  by  him  to  the 
French  GoTernmeot;  conaiJering  alio  the  concurring 
opiniona  of  two  Attorney!  General  of  Ibe  United 
Sutea,  that  tbe  aaid  debit  was  not  legally  auBtainable 
on  behalf  of  the  United  Btatea,  I  recommead  the  caaa 
to  the  fiTonble  attention  of  the  Legiilature,  whoae 
adtiioritj  alooe  can  finally  decide  on  it." 

Mr.  Monroe  aaya,  in  hia  Meaaage  of  January.  1618, 
"The  claim  of  tbe  repreaentatlTei  of  the  lata  Caron 
de  Beaumerchaia  baring  bean  recommended  to  the 
fiiToraUe  eonaidaration  of  the  Legialature  by  my  pre- 
laeeaaoT  in  hia  Meaaaga  to  Coagreaa  of  tbe  Slat  of 
January  laat,  and  eoflcnrring  in  tbe  aentimenta  there- 
in etpreaed,  I  now  tranimit  copiea  of  a  new  repie' 
■entatian  ralatiTe  to  it. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  hia  letter  of  the  Sd  of  December, 
ISIS,  to  th«  Due  de  Richelieu,  owna  that  a  aimple  but 
explicit  nefatiie  declaration  on  Ihe  part  of  Hia  Ma- 
jcMy  GorarniDent  thai  the  aaid  million  wea  not  ap- 
plied to  tfaa  pnrohaae  of  auppliea  furniabeit  by  M.  de 
BeaoDiarehak  to  the  United  fitaiea  would  have  re- 
moinl  tlw  doDbt*  entertained  by  the  otBceia  at  the 
bead  of  the  Treaenry  Ueputnent  when  Ihe  account 
waa  eetHed  then. 

The  Due  de  Ricfaelien,  whoae  veracity  and  kiyalty 
are  aa  well  known,  made  the  following  anawar  to  Mr. 
Galtatin  on  the  30th  of  December : 

~  1  am  tberefora  warranted,  air,  after  a  freah  eiami- 
natioa  of  the  facta,  in  peraialing  in  the  deolaratioa 
above  ilated,  and  in  cooaidering  aa  a  matter  of  cw- 
tainly  that  the  million  paid  on  the  10th  of  Juno  wa* 

grind  by  M.  de  Beanmar- 
chaia."  And,  finally,  the  aelect  uonimittee  charged 
with  the  eiaminatioo  of  the  buiineia,  and  with  re- 
porting lo  UoDgreas  on  the  aubject,  actnowledga  the 
Hghtaafthe  heinof  Beaamarchaia  iu  the  moal  aol- 
Ubd  nunner.    "  The  committee"  (aay*  tbe  repoitar) 


"  have  devoted  much  time,  and  made  a  laboriooa  ei- 
antination  of  the  merits  of  thia  eaae;  tbey  have  been 
able  to  diacover  no  reaaon  why  the  uniform  declara- 
liona  of  the  French  Government  abould  not  be  cred- 
ited.    There  i>  no  fact  to  contradict  them." 

'■They  fully  agree  with  our  great  Revolutianty 
financier,  Babart  Moiria,  "that,  if  any  thing  ia  due  H. 
de  Beaumarchaia,  the  reputation  of  the  country  will 
bo  cumpromiaed  until  it  la  paid ;  that  tbe  payment!  of 
debts  may  be  eipentive,  but  that  it  ia  infinitely  mora 
eipenaive  to  withhold  the  payment.  The  former  ia 
an  eipenae  of  money,  when  money  may  be  com- 
manded 10  defray  it;  but  tbe  letter  involves  the  de- 
sliuelian  of  that  source  from  which  money  can  be  de- 
rived when  all  other  aoureea  fail.  Tbol  source,  abun- 
dant, nay,  almoat  ineihanalible,  is  public  credit.  The 
country  in  which  it  may  with  grealeal  eaaa  be  estab- 
liahed  and  preaerved  is  America;  and  America  is  the 
counlTy  which  moat  stands  in  need  of  it."  In  conclu- 
sion, the  commillee  will  remark  that,  in  every  point 
in  which  tbe  caie  can  he  viewtd  by  them,  tbey  are 
fu]ly_  of  opinion  that  the  heirs  of  Beanmarchais  are 
creditors  of  the  United  States." 

To  such  an  expose  His  Majesty's  Government  have 
nothing  to  add  wben  they  appeal  lo  the  equity  of  this 
Republic. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

Q.  H.  DE  NEUVILLE. 

The  Bona  de  fleiiville  to  the  Seerdary  of  State. 
WAaurHOTofl,  February  37,  1833. 
SiB  :  1  forgot  to  add  to  my  letter  of  yesterday  rela- 
tive to  the  beira  of  Beaumarchaia — 

1.  The  memoir  or  recital  of  the  affair  to  1817. 

S.  Tbe  President's  Meaaage  of  the  16th  of  January, 

laie. 

These  pieces,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you,  form,  with  tbe  report  of  the  committee  of  the  - 
Huuae  of  Repreaentatjvee  of  the  31th  of  February, 
1818,  the  whole  of  the  neceaaary  doeumanti.  If  they 
be  not  judged  sufficient,  if  a  careful  examination  of 
them  do  not  produce  deep  conviction,  it  muat  be  ad- 
mitted, sir,  that  there  are  some  prejudices  which  can 


I  dare  say  that  truth  nevar  appearod  more  svidant 
than  in  this  nnforlnnate  and  interminable  aSiir ;  why 
then  does  it  meet  with  so  much  opposition! 

Moreover,  the  hein  of  Beanmarchais  know  that 
they  win  not  in  vain  appeal  to  the  jaitice  of  their 
judges  ;  prejudice  will  never  be  able  to  overcome  jus- 
tice in  their  hearts;  they,  Iherefura,  confine  them- 
selves to  request  of  them  a  strict,  a  very  strict  eiami- 
nation  of  their  claim :  they  only  say  to  them,  "We  are 
ruined,  because  our  father  rendered  services  to  the  Re- 
public, snd  our  right  is  forgotten.  Be  pleased  to  read 
very  attentively,  and  your  Justice  will  proclaim  our 
right." 

Accept,  sir,  the  renewed  aaaurance  of  my  high  con- 
uderation. 

G.  HYDE  DE  NEUVtLLE. 
Envoy  Extraordinary,  i[e. 

The  Baron  Hyde  de  lieumUe  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 
WisHiHOTOs,  Mareh  30,  1S3S. 
Bib  :  A  report  waa  pnl  into  circulation  about  two 
years  since  that  the  heirs  of  Beaumarchais  were  no 
longer  proprietors  of  their  claim,  and  that  it  had  bean 
sold  lo  a  third  party- 
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Soalh  AtuTiem  OtmermaenU. 


April,  1833. 


Even  if  Ibis  war*  Ima,  it  ironU  not  in  any  degree 
iDTilldkte  tlMlT  title ;  but  I  caa  atteit,  in  tbs  mort  poa- 
lti««  maniisr,  tbat  tbe  report  i<  porreetl;  ridicaloaa. 
The  claim  itill  remiina  tbe  propertj  of  M.  da  BeaD- 
marcbaia'a  daugblei.  I  will  add,  tbit  it  ia  the  hope ; 
indeed,  the  oa\j  renjainiiiK  hope  of  that  iDterntiog 
lady  and  of  her  family.  Vfhy  ahoiild  ahe  ceaae  to 
rely  npoa  a  title  ao  parfecti;  legitimate  T  Thii  wootd 
ufBa  a  want  «r  confidence  in   the  eqaity  ol  ■  wh<da 

Tbe  daughter  of  M.  de  Beaaniarchaia  muat  tbere- 
ibre  hope  that  jaatice  will  at  laat  ba/done  to  her,  and 
that,  after  ■□ffering  many  piiTationa,  ibe  will  at  laat 
he  able  to  hand  dawn  to  her  children  the  inheritance 
of  ber  father. 

Accept,  air,  the  annrance  of  my  high  coniidBratiaD. 
G.  H7DE  DE  NEUTILLE. 

The  Menage  and  documaita  wete  ordered  to 
lie  oa  the  table. 

SOUTH  AUERICAN  GOVERNMENTS. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Marylaod,  moved  a  recoasidet- 
alioD  of  the  rote  taken  on  Saturday,  by  which 
permission  was  refused  to  the  member  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Gadkett,)  to  spread  upon  the  Jour- 
nals bis  reaMons  foi  voting  against  the  resolutions 
of  this  House  to  recognise  the  independeiice  of 
the  South  American  Qoveinments.  After  a  few 
ezj^natory  observations  by  Mr.  GAHNeTT,  tbe 
motion  to  reconsider  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Merger,  WaionT,  Moore,  of  Alabama,  and 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  when  the  question 
iras  taken  thereon  and  carried. 


Mr.  T.  tbougbt  it  would  be  a  precedent  of  a 
dangerous  nature  for  the  House  to  authorize  a 
practice  of  this  kind.  If  a  member  has  a  li^ht  to 
record  bis  reasons  for  voting  in  the  negative,  it 
wotild  be  equally  the  right  of  those  who  voted  in 
the  affirmative,  to  spread  their  reaiont  on  the 
record.  Tbe  only  case  to  be  found,  of  reasons  for 
a  Tote  being  spread  upon  the  Journal,  was  that  of 
Mr.  Poindezter,  then  a  Del^ate  from  the  Terri- 
tory of  MiisiEaippj,  having  no  right  to  vote,  and 
whose  motion  respecting  his  own  opinions  was  to 
befound  oh  record.  But  that  case  was  altogether 
difierent  from  the  present,  thoueh  the  Delegate 
was  not  in  tbal  permitted  formally  to  record  his 
opinion.  In  the  present  case  tbe  member  has 
Toted ;  yet  even  that  case  admitted  of  much 
trorersy  and  question.  The  vote  of  the  gentle 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Garnett,)  was  doubtless  an 
independent  and  honest  one,  but  he  thought  it 
inexpedient  and  improper  toeocumber  the  Journals 
with  the  speeches  of  members  in  support  of  their 
respective  opinions. 

Hi.  Mercer  thought  the  permission  that 
been  granted  to  the  gentlemen  to  vole  the  next  day 
after  thisquestion  had  been  decided,  was  affording 
a  worse  precedent  than  that  which  was 
proposed. 

Mr.  FcLLBR  remarked  that  this  ought  never  to 
be  a  matter  of  courtesy,  hot  should  be  either  ad- 
mitted or  refiised.  as  a  matter  of  right  at  all  times, 
and  believing,  as  he  did,  that  such  a  practice  would 


be  improper  and  incon'reoieot,  he  was  opposed  to 
its  adoption. 
Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  the 
oiion,  and  bdieved  that  no  danger  was  lo  be 
apprehended  from  the  precedent,  for  questions  of 
uch  great  nugnitode  very  sddom  occur. 

Mr.  Nblsoh,  of  Virginia,  regarded  the  case  of 
At.  Foiadezter  to  be  a  precedent  of  authority. 
So  also  was  that  of  General  Reed,  who,  on  this 
ery  question  had  been  permitted  virtnally  lo  re- 
ord  his  vote,  even  when  absent  from  (he  House. 
And  should  it  be  said  by  a  majority — if  you  will 
go  with  us,  we  will  go  to  any  length  in  assisting 
you  to  accomplish  yoar  withes,  but,  if  you  have  in* 
dependence  enough  to  vote  in  opposition  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  Hotise.  and  the  nation,  we  wilt 
withhold  that  privilege?  Such  a  pictnre,  he 
thought,  ought  not  to  be  exhibited. 

Mr.  Wabfield  thought  there  could  be  no  daneet 
of  the  case  being  drawn  into  a  precedent,  for  lew 
questions  occurred  of  so  great  importance  as  this, 
and  it  would  always  be  in  the  power  of  the  House 
to  limit  the  privilege,  if,  in  its  operation,  it  should 
be  found  inconvenient.  It  was  not  now  claiowd 
on  the  ground  of  right,  but  of  courtesy,  and  that 
courtesy  had  been  accorded  to  several  members  of 
the  House,  in  permitting  them  to  vote  after  tbe 
time  allowed  by  the  rale. 

Mr.  ToMLiNBON  had  made  up  his  mind  to  vote 
in  favor  of  the  motion,  but  he  would  enter  his 
protest  against  it  as  a  precedenL  He  felt  himself 
pressed  to  vote  for  it  on  the  ground  that  similar 
indulgences  had  been  granted  to  others  on  Ihb 
question,  but  he  regarded  it  as  a  principle,  which, 
if  allowed  to  acquire  the  authority  of^precedent, 
would  be  attended  with  very  inconvenient  con- 
Mr.  Taylor  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply,  and 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Coloen  against  tbe  motioa, 
and  hy  Mr.  Gilmes  in  favor  of  it,  when  the  quea- 
tion  was  taken  thereon,  and  decidedin  theaffiraM' 
live — yeas  B9,  nays  71,  aa  follows : 

YiAB— Meaara.  Allan  of  Taaneaaee,  Anbar,  Bald- 
win, Ball,  Bajliea,  Bayly,  Blaektadge,  Bi«ck«Bridge, 
Buchanan,  Burton,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  New 
Tork,  Uampbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cookling,  Conner, 
Cook,  Cratli.  Cuihman,  Cutbbert,  Dorfba,  Dni^ 
Bdwanla  of  Pennajlvania,  Eaatu,  Hall,  Farrrily.Od^. 
hard,  Gilmer,  Giat,  Oorbem,  Oroaa,  Util,  Uardia, 
Hemphill,  Harrick,  Holoombe,  Hooka,  Jaduon,  J.  T. 
Jobaaon,  J.  8.  Johniton,  Jonea  of  Virginia,  Jonea 
of  TeDoeaaeo,  Kent.  Kirkland.  I.eflwich,  Litchfield, 
Long,  Lowndea,  McSherry,  Mallary,  Mareer,  Melcalfr, 
Mitchell  of  PeanajlTania,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolini, 
Moore  nf  Alabama,  Morgan,  Neele,  Nclaoa  of  Vir- 
ginia, New,  NewloD,  Overatraat,  PalleraMl  of  New 
York,  Poinaett,  Raid  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rofara,  Rom, 
Rugglea,  Ruaaell,  Soott,  Sergeant,  8.  Bmilfa,  W.  Bnilh, 
Alexander  Smytb,  HieveDBOO,  I'atoall,  Thoniaoa, 
Tomlinaon,  Trimble.  Tucker  of  Soatb  Carolina, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Van  Kenwiaer,  Wett- 
er, Warfield,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Williama 
of  Virginia,  Wormao,  and  Wright 

Nats— Heaara.  Allen  of  MaaaaehOMtta,  Barber  of 
Conneetient,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Batsman,  Bigehtw,  BJair. 
Borland,  Brown.  Borrowa,  Bntler,  Caaaady,  Cham- 
bers, Cocke,  CoUcn,  Cendiet,  Dane,  Dartiofton,  Dani- 
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MD,  Edwmrd*  oT  CoDDCcticDt,  Edwardi  of  NiHlh  Car- 
otina,  FinJlay,  Fuller,  Harra?,  Hawki,  Usitdrieki, 
Bill,  T.  JohuoDi  Karn,  Latbrop,  Lincoln,  LitUe, 
McCaitf,  McCoy,  McNeiU,Hitlack,MatM>D,HsLtodu, 
MiliKii,  Moors  of  PannajlTania,  Mnmy,  Paltaraon 
of  PBMMTlTania,  Pbillipa,  Piaaoa,  Plainer  of  Nan 
Hamniliira,  Planer  of  PannijlTuii*,  Rankin,  Baad 
of  Tllawailiimtti.  Rich,  Bnaa,  Bander*,  Sawyer, 
eioan,  Anhar  Smitb,  J.  8.  Smith,  Spencer,  Bteiting 
of  Connecticnt,  SIcrliof  of  N«w  York.  Stoddanl, 
Siran,  Taylor,  Tod,  Vance,  Van  Wjck,  Walworth, 
WUK,  Whitman,  Willtanuon,  Wilun,  WooJ,  Wood- 
Dock,  aod  WaodaoD. 

Mr.  Gabmbtt  then  submitted  his  declaration, 
which  he  had  reduced  to  an  abbreviated  aubetitute 


I,  RoBBKT  S.  GiuKTT,  •  ntambor  from  Virginia, 
make  the  fbthiwutg  declareliati :  That  I  voted  againat 
the  recagnition  of  the  independence  of  the  late  Amer- 
ican proiincea  of  Spain,  bwauae,  conndering  it  ■  qoea- 
tioo  af^oJiicjri  not  o!  principle,  I  believed  tbat  no  im- 
mediate adTantage  could  grow  out  of  it  to  either  coun- 
try, wbibt  many  conaiderationa,  afiocting  the  intarcit 
of  both,  rendered  il  at  tbia  time  inexpedient.  I  am  not 
oppoacd  to  the  iadapendenca  of  the  late  proviuce*) 
on  the  contrary,  in  common  nilh  tha  raat  of  my  coan- 
trymen,  f  baartily  rejoica  in  it*  aecompliahmant,  and 
in  ibe  pruepacu  of  freedom  and  happioeaa  which  it 
opena  to  them- 
BOBSES  LOST  IN  THE   SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  acain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  ou  ihe  report  of  the 
Coromineeof  Claims  uoEavoreble  to  the  memo- 
rial (rf  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee,  claimiDg 
pavmeat  for  horses  lost  in  the  Seminole  campaign. 

The  qtMstion  was  npon  the  motion  of  Mr.  J. 
JoiTEa  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not"  in  the  reaolu- 
tioD  reported  bf  the  committee,  no  as  (o  give  il  a 
direclion  favorable  to  the  claim. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  explained 
and  enforced  the  propriety  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  opposed  the  motion  in 
a  speech  of  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour. 

Mr.  William  Smith,  of  Virginia,  asked  the 
indulgcDce  of  the  Committee,  while  he  submitted 
to  its  eonsideraiLOD  a  very  brief  view  of  Ihe  lea- 
aons  which  had  determined  him  to  vote  for  this 
claim.  He  remarked,  that  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the  House,  to  whom  this  subject  was  re- 
fnred,  having  resolved  "  that  the  elaim  of  the 
Tolunleers  engaged  in  the  Seminole  campaign, 
Resented  in  the  memorial  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  ought  not  to  be 
gnoted,"  and  having  in  their  report  furnished  os 
with  Ihe  principles  sad  reasonmg  upon  which 
that  resiJuiion  is  founded,  il  now  becomes  oar 
duty  to  say,  whether  ihat  committee  is  right  or 
wrong  in  the  view  it  has  taken  of  this  subject. 
While,  sir,  I  entertain  a  proper  respect  for  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  have  great  confidence 
in  its  intelligence,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  the  reasoniDg  employed  by  them  in  the  case 
before  us,  is  not  at  all  satisfactory  to  my  mind,  I 
will  now  attempt,  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  pos- 
uble,  lo  show  its  &lUcy.     The  second  section  of 


an  act  of  Congress,  passed  on  the  2d  of  JanuaiT, 
1795,  gives  to  the  soldier  forty  cents  per  day  for 
the  use  and  ritk  of  his  horse,  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, &c.  Before  we  pronounce  upon  the  mer- 
its of  this  claim,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  important 
to  ascertain,  with  as  much  precision  as  practica- 
ble, what  was  intended  by  the  term  riik,  as  used 
in  the  section  to  which  1  hav|  jusl  adverted.  In 
the  prosecution  of  a  war,  the  soldier  is  liable  lo 
lose  his  horse  by  a  variety  of  accidents:  he  may 
die  from  excessive  fatigue,  from  unusually  severe 
service^  rendered  necessary  perhaps  by  the  pecu- 
liar exigencies  of  the  country,  or  he  may  escape 
from  the  possession  of  Ihe  owner  and  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  &c.  For  accidents  of  this 
character,  which  may  happen,  forty  cents  per  day 
is  provided.  But,  sav  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
this  law  is  susceptible  of  ft  more  enlarged  con- 
strnctioQ,  and  ihey  tell  us  that  the  per  diem  com- 
pensBlion  of  forty  cents  was  intended  to  embrace 
all  losses  of  horses  occasioned  by  the  want  of 
sufficient  forage,  and  that  such  was  the  under- 
standing of  the  soldier.  With  due  deference  to 
the  opinion  of  that  commiile^  this  I  do  not  and 
cannot  believe.  Eluch  certainly  could  not  have 
been  the  understanding  of  the  soldier,  because  he 
knew  tbe  Government  was  bound  lo  provide  his 
horse  wilh  forage,  he  knew  the  pecuniary  ability 
of  the  Government  to  make  this  provision,  and  he 
also  knew  thai  if  it  could  not  be  had  in  one  part 
of  the  country,  it  might  be  obtained  in  another, 
though  perhaps  at  considerable  expense.  The 
express  assurance  of  the  Government  that  suffi- 
cient forage  should  be  regularly  furnished,  seems 
to  me  necessarily  to  exclude  the  idea  of  a  loss 
proceeding  from  the  want  of  it.  In  this  promise  of 
the  Government,  the  soldier  reposed  implicit  con- 
fidence, and  therefore  in  agre^n^  to  accept  forty 
cents  pec  day,  for  tbe  use  and  nsk  of  his  horse, 
did  not  at  all  look  to  a  toss  of  the  character  we 
are  now  considering.  The  correct  inierpreiation 
to  be  Eiven  lo  this  law  appears  to  me  to  be  this. 
For  all  losses  occasioned  by  the  act  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, or  rather  a  failure  on  its  part  to  do  that 
which  it  bad  engaged  to  do,  it  was  intended  the 
Government  should  be  responsible,  and  the  soldier 
agreed  to  encoanter  such  casualties,  and  sustain 
such  losses  (horses  kilted  in  action  excepted)  as 
miehl  happen,  without  any  omission  of  duty  or 
failure  on  the  pact  of  the  Government— give  to 
the  law  this  constniclion,  and  you  will  give  it 
full  force  and  efieci.  I  cannot,  Mr.  Chairman, 
a^ee  with  the  committee  in  the  opinion  that  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  the  Government  in  pro- 
viding sufficient  forage,  legally  excuses  the  non- 
performance of  its  stipulation.  The  promise  to 
feed  tbe  soldier's  horse  wasgenetal,  and  subject  to 
no  condition  or  qualification  whatsoever.  Sup- 
pose this  lo  be  a  case  between  two  individuals, 
would  or  could  it  lie  pretended  that  the  difficulty 
of  executing  the  promise  or  contract  would  form 
any  legal  apology  foe  the  party  who  had  failed  to 
comply.  Surely  not.  In  iUustration  of  this  po- 
sition, I  l>eg  leave  to  put  the  following  case.  A 
for  a  valtiable  consideration  promises  B  to  build 
him  a  housewithin  a  given  period.    Shortly  after 
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the  coQiract,  A  eiperieaces  a  sudden  and  uoez- 
pecled  change  in  nis  pecuaiarjr  circumstaaces ; 
he  is  unable  to  provide  workmen  or  to  furnish  the 
materials ;  the  house  is  □□(  buill — B  is  injured 
by  this  violalion  of  the  coatiact,  and  brings  his 
action  >□  be  compensated  in  damages  equiraient 
to  the  injury  sustained.  Would  it  be  competent 
for  A  to  plead  in  b^  of  this  action  thai  he  was 
unable  (a  piovide  workmen  or  Co  furnish  mate- 
rials, and  that  therefore  the  house  was  not  built  1 
Surely  not.  The  inHdmissihiliiy  of  such  a  de- 
fence must  be  conceded  by  every  one  who  is  at  all 
coDvenanc  with  legal  principles.    If,  then,  euch  a 

5 lea  be  inadmissible  upon  the  violation  of  an  io- 
ividual  contract,  is  it  not,  or  ought  it  not  (o  be, 
equally  so  in  a  case  in  which  the  GoTernment  ia 
concerned  1  If  it  cannot  protect  an  individual 
member  of  the  community,  why  shall  it  shield 
the  Government  1  And  here,  sir,  permit  me  to 
remark  that,  in  my  legislative  capacity,  the  same 
rules  and  principles  which  I  apply  lu  individuals 
I  will  make  applicable  to  the  Government  under 
like  circumstances.  Justice  is  inflexible,  and  is 
equally  stern  in  hei  demands  upon  the  Govern- 
ment and  upon  the  private  citizen,  however  hum- 
ble his  condition  in  society  may  be. 

I  have,  sir,  read  with  some  attention  the  memo- 
rial of  ihe  Legislature  of  Tennessee  upon  ibis 
subject,  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  this  claim  is 
placed  upon  its  true  and  proper  basis  by  that  me- 
morial. The  Legislature  enforce  it  with  very 
great  propriety  and  mucb  ability,  upon  the  ground 
of  a  contract  between  tbe  volunteer  and  the  Gov- 
ernment. They  tell  us  that  "  service  and  fidelity 
'  was  the  engagement  on  the  part  of  tbe  volunteer ; 
'  remuneration  and  maintenance  of  himself  and 
'  bis  horse  for  the  period  of  his  engaeemenl,  tbe 
'  contract  Eubsisiing  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
'  ment."  Has  the  volunteer  performed  his  part  of 
the  contract  1    Yes,  sir,  most  faithfully  ana  h( 


Itatingly  surrendered  all  the  endearments  of  social 
ftnd  domestic  life,  exchanged  the  comforts  of  a 
home  and  fireside  for  ibe  dangers  and  difBculties 
of  an  Indian  campaign,  and  intrepidly  marched  to 
the  frontiers  of  your  country  to  protect  your  de- 
fencelesswivesaudcbildren  against  the  tomahawk 
and  scalping  knife  of  a  savige  enemy.  I  will 
not,  Mr.  Chairman,  attempt  a  description  of  his 
toils,  his  privations,  and  sufiering^— suffice  it  to 
say,  in  the  language  of  the  memorial,  *'  he  met 
the  enemy  and  subdued  them."  Thus,  sir,  has  tbe 
volunteer  performed  his  part  of  the  contract,  and 
performed  it,  too,  with  distinguished  credit  to 
nimself,  and  honor  to  that  country  to  which  he 
now  appeab  for  justice — yes,  sir,  for  sheer  justice. 
I  hope  the  appeal  will  not  be  made  in  vain.  How 
is  it  with  the  Government  T  Has  it  performed  its 
part  of  the  contract  1  No,  sir.  Loo\  lo  the  evi- 
dence of  Q,uarterm aster  Gibson  and  Doctor  Bron- 
vigfi'  What  do  they  tell  you  1  They  say,  they 
Terdy  believe  tbe  great  loss  of  horseii,  during  the 
Seminole  campaign,  was  occasioned  ny  the  want 
of  stifficient  forage.  Whose  duty  was  it  to  provide 
this  forage?    The  duty  of  the  Government.   Was 


it  provided  T  No.  Has  the  loss  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  this  failure  been  repaired?  No.  If 
then  this  claim  can  be  properly  regarded  (as  I 
think  it  may,)  in  the  light  oi  a  contract  between 
the  Government  and  (he  volunteer — if  (he  volun- 
teer has  performed  his  part  of  the  contract ;  and 
if  a  failure  on  the  pan  of  tbe  Government,  to  do 
that  which  it  stipulated  to  do,  is  sufficiently  estab- 
lished, I  would  ask  upon  what  principle  can  it  be 
successfully  resisted  7  Others,  indeed,  may  see 
(hat  principle,  but  I  confess  1  am  totally  at  a  loss 
(o  imagine  (be  ground  apoo  which  it  can  be  even 
plausiuy  contended  that  this  claim  ought  to  be 
rejected.  The  memorial  alleces  that,  after  (he 
close  of  the  campaign,  under  (he  order  of  General 
Jackson,  a  number  of  horses  were  recovered  from 
the  swamps  of  Florida,  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale,  amounting  to  tbe  sum  of  $2,142  45,  ap- 
plied to  the  credit  of  Government. 

The  Committee  of  Claims,  after  admitting  the 
fact  as  stated,  which,  however,  is  abnodantly 
proven  without  (his  admission,  make  this  remark: 
"Heretofore  this  claim  has  been  urged,  on  the 
'  ground  thai  the  United  States  failed  to  supply 
'  foraee ;  but  now  it  seems  that  the  owners  negli- 
'  gently  and  imprudently  abandoned  their  horses." 
Is  thisso,  sir  1  Is  it  true  that  the  volunteers  either 
negligentlyor  imprudently  abandoned  their  horsesl 
If  so,  they  are  not  entitled  to  relief  Is  there,  how- 
ever, a  tittle  of  evidence  in  support  of  (bis  opinion 
of  the  committee?  Is  there  a  single  fact  which 
renders  it  even  probable  (hat  the  horses  were  neg- 
ligently or  imprudently  abandoned  by  their  own- 
ers? No,  sir.  The  true  cause  of  their  abandon- 
ment is  to  be  distinctly  traced,  not  (o  any  supposed 
negligence  on  the  part  of  their  owners,  but  to  an 
actual  failure  on  (he  part  of  the  Government  to 
supply  (hem  with  sufficient  forage.  The  (lov- 
eramen(,  hiving  thus,  by  (bis  omission  of  duty, 
compelled  tbe  volunteers  of  Tennessee  to  abandon 
their  horses,  and  having  subsequently  obtained 
possession  of  them,  sold  them,  and  passed  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  lo  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  cannot  now  refuse  to  pay  this  demand 
without  subjecting  itself  (o  the  charge  of  taking 
advantage  of  its  lailure  to  do  that  which  ii  ' 


pledged  Itself  to  do.    But,  say  the  Ci 


of 

of  (his  claim  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  tbr. 
paymaster,  contrary  to  law,  furnished  the  troope 
with  clothing,  or  money  in  lieu  of  clothing,  and 
this  by  way  of  o&et.  Unfortunately,  however, 
for  this  very  urgent  reason,  the  paragraph  which 
introduces  it,  discloses  the  information  (hat  (his- 
item  has  been  stricken  from  the  account  of  the 
paymaster,  upon  a  settlement  with  the  proper  offi- 
cer of  the  Government.  The  Government,  there- 
fore, will  not  lose  one  dollar,  no,  not  one  cent,  on 
(his  account.  The  paymaster  isliable to  the.CioT- 
ernment  for  a  faithful  and  correct  discharge  of  his 
duties  j  and  he,  by  a  resort  to  legal  process,  may 
compel  the  volunteers  to  refund  all  moneys  re- 
ceived without  proper  authority. 

Upon  adverting,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  Claims' 
Law  of  1816, 1  find  the  following  provision  made 
fay  its  first  section  r  "  That  any  volunteer  or  drafled 
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'  milititmaD,  whether  of  caralry,  mooDted  rifle- 
'  men,  or  iDfantry,  who,  in  the  late  war  between 
'  the  Uoited  States  and  Great  Brileia,  has  sus- 
'  tnined  damaee  b)[  the  loss  of  any  horse  which 
'  has  been  killed  in  ballte,  or  which  has  died  in 
'  consequence  of  a  wound  therein  received,  or  in 
'  consequence  of  failure  on  the  part  of  the  United 
'  Stales  to  furnish  such  horse  with  sufficient  for- 
'  age,  while  in  the  militBrr  service  of  tbe  United 
'States,  shall  be  allowed   and  paid  the  value 

Tbe  commiilee  will  observe,  that  this  law  is 
con&ned,  in  its  operalion.  lo  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain;  but,  sir,  tne  same  sieady  and  im- 
partial justice  which  dictated  this  prorision  in 
iavoT  ol  the  soldier  of  that  war,  requires  a  like 
provision  for  him  who  fought  your  battles  in  1S18. 
Why  make  a  distinction  ?  Why  make  an  odious, 
invidious  distinction  1  Wliy  give  to  the  one  and 
withhold  from  the  other?  They  have  both  served 
you  faithfully  and  honorably.  They  have  both 
defended  your  rights  in  the  hour  of  danger.  They 
are  both  citizens  of  one  common  country,  and 
they  both  live  under  a  Constitution  which  guar- 
anties to  all  equal  rights.  Will  not  tbe  rejection 
of  this  claim  afford  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the 
volunteers  of  Tennessee  7  Will  it  not  furnish 
them  with  some  reason  to  say  that  this  Gkivern- 
ment  is  not  in  practice  what  it  professes  lo  be  in 
theory  7  I  tru^I,  sir,  this  cause  of  complaint  will 
not  be  given  by  the  decision  of  tbe  committee  upon 
the  proposition  now  submitted  to  its  consideration. 
Much  more  might  be  eaid  in  support  of  this  claim, 
bat  so  much  time  has  been  already  consumed  in 
its  discusiiDn,  that  I  forbear  to  make  further  re- 
mark, or  10  trespass  longer  upon  the  patience  of 
the  Cofamitiee. 

When  Jdi.  S.  bad  concludeO — 

The  motion  lo  strike  out  was  further  supported 
by  Messrs.  P.  Jonch,  Caknon,  H.  Nelson,  Rbea, 
and  Wabfield;  and  apposed  by  Messrs.  Met- 
ckLFE,  McCoy,  and  Williahb  of  North  Caro- 
lina, in  reply ;  when  the  queclion  was  taken,  and 
the  motion  to  strike  out  was  carried — ayes  90, 
when  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  reso- 
lutkm  as  amended. 

In  the  House,  Mr,  F.  Jones  moved  that  the  re- 
port be  recommitted  to  a  select  committee,  with 
ULitrtictioDs  to  reports  bill  pursuant  to  the  vote  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Little  thought  it  should  be  recommitted 
to  the  Commiilee  ot  Claims,  instead  of  a  select 
committee. 

The  proposition  lo  refer  it  to  a  select  committee 
was  further  supported  by  Messrs.  EowABna  of 
Connectictit  and  Williams  of  North  Carolina, 
and  curled.  And  Messrs.  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Cannon,  W.  Shitb,  Hooks,  and  Wahpield, 
-were  appointed  the  i    ' ' 


TuESDAT,  April  2. 

Mr.  Serqeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 

Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  tbe  bill  from  the 

Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  define  admiralty  and 

maritime  jurisdiction,"  repotted  the  same  without 


amendment,  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Fublii; 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  granting  to  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Ala* 
bama,  certaia  lots  of  ground  in  tbe  said  city," 
reported  tbe  same  without  amendment;  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  a.  Committee  of  the  Whole- 
Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Sally  Vance,  reported 
a  bill  for  her  relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  further  to  regulate  the  entry  of  merchan- 
dise imporied  into  tbe  United  Stales  from  an  ad- 
jacent territory;"  which  was  twice  read,  and  corn- 
Mr.  Newton,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  M,  Moody  and 
Samuel  Moody;  which  was  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Ordered,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
communicaling  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  to  inspect  the  Cumberland  Road,  and 
tbe  accounts  of  Colonel  David  Shepherd;  and 
that  they  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GoBUAu,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Snp- 
pressioQ  of  the  Slave  Trade,  made  an  unfavorable 
report  on  the  petition  of  William  de  la  Carera; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GoBBAU,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  in  addition  to  "An  act  to  continue  ia 
force  an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  and  punish  tbe  crime  of  piracy;  and, 
also,  to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the 
crime  of  piracy,"  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CusuidAN,  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  ihe  expediency  of  transferring  the  duties  here- 
tofore performed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings,  to  the  principal  Architect. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  providing 
for  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Trumbull's  PaintinM 
for  Congress,  was  read  three  times,  and  passes. 
According  to  this  resolve,  these  Paintings  (now 
three  in  number)  are  to  be  deposited  in  committee 
rooms  of  the  Senate,  until  otherwise  disposed  of. 
The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  abolish  the  United 
States'  Trading  Establishment  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  was  twice  read,  and  Mr.  Rankin  moved  to 
refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
has  been  referred  tbe  bill,  reported  in  this  House. 
"  to  regulate  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.'' 
On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Tavlor,  however,  that  the 
bill  might  require  particular  examination  of  its 
details  by  a  committee,  the  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affiiirs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  in  Flor- 
ida, was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  alter  tbe  time  of  holding 
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tbe  courts  in  [he  Western  Dbtricl  of  Virginia, 
and  for  otber  purposes.  wa«  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  ibe  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  orders  of  tbe  day  being  called  for,  Mr. 
Sawyer  moved  to  postpone  the  orders  of  the  day 
vbich  precede  the  bill  furtber  to  establish  the  com- 
pensation of  officers  of  the  customs,  to  alter  cer- 
tain collection  districts,  and  for  otber  purposes. 
Bat  the  House  refused  to  give  to  ibis  bill  ibe  pre- 
ference requested. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  iuto  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  restore  to  tbe  briir 
j)iHna  the  privitege.'i  of  a  sea  letter  vessel ;  a  bill 
to  eslablisb  the  district  of  Blakeley;  and  a  bill  to 
continue  in  force  an  act  declaring  tbe  assent  of 
Congress  to  certain  acta  of  Maryland  and  Georgia ; 
leported  to  the  House  the  two  former  wiihoul,  and 
tbe  latter  nith,  HmEndmenls,  which  were  concur' 
red  in,  and  the  bills  were  respectively  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  RocBESTEB  asked  permission  to  record  bis 
Tote  on  the  question  upon  ibe  resolutions  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  relative 


ikol  have  requested  this  privilege  had  he  not  been 
detained  from  tbe  House  b]r  illness  at  the  time  the 
TOte  was  taken.    By  unanimous  coaseot  the 
vission  was  granted,  and  the  name  of  Mr. 
CHESTER  being  called,  he  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Stevenson  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
leletive  to  the  Beaumarcbais  claim,  with  a  view 
to  referring  it  to  a  committee;  and  a  running  de- 
bate of  considerable  length  took  place  npon  the 
proper  reference  thereof,  in  which  Messrs.  8te- 
TBN0ON,  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  McCoT,  Rhea, 
pABHELLY,  Bud  Nelbon,  of  Virginia,  took  part-- 
when  it  was  finally  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
in  preference  to  a  standing  committee,  as  bad  been 
proposed. 

Messrs.   SxEvCNaoN,  Cambrblei(o,    Fr/i 
JoBHBON,  DwiOHT,  and  Baldwin,  were  appointed 
dw  said  committee. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Walworth,  from  the  Committee  on  1 
Ury  Affairs,  who  were  instructed,  on  the  23d  of 
December  last,  to  inquire  and  report,  wbelher  tbe 
Army  had  been  reduced  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  and  fix 
the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,"  passed  ibc  2d  day  of  March,  1821,  made 
a  report  Inercon ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ItWe.     The  report  is  as  follows : 

Tb«  parliculn  euea  to  nhich  the  atteniion  of  thi 
eommiitce  h*>  been  directed,  in  which  it  ii  illeged 
titers  hu  bean  a  violation  of  the  act  of  ibe  last  aea  ' 
an  tbe  following:  The  Iranifer  of  olliceri  to  a  d 
ent  coipa  from  that  to  nhich  thej  belonged  pre' 
to  the  reduction  ;  the  ■ppoinunenl  of  the  Pajmaiiar 
General,  Towion,  and  of  Llentenant  CQlonel  Fenwick, 
of  the  light  arlillary,  u  eolonela  of  aililler;;  and  the 
dbmiiaal  of  ColooeU  Biisel  and  Bmith,  of  the  iofiinlry, 
as  •upemnmerariesi  the  proviiioniU  appointment  of 
OMieral  Atkjnaon  h  A<^ntaut  General,  and  the  sub. 


•equent  appoistinent  of  Calonel  Gsdaden  to  tbe  sane 
office,  in  ADsnat  laat  \  tbs  appoinloient  of  Geaend 
Atkinson  to  be  colonel,  and  Majors  Biadfiwd  and  Vos* 
to  be  captain*  of  infaolrj  ;  and  thedismiisal  of  officers 
who  were  raade  aupemuineTaiy  by  such  appointmaQ ta- 
in Ibe  redoction  of  the  Armj,  under  the  law  of  the 
Isit  lemian,  the  President  appear*  to  have  bevn  govera- 
ed  by  the  conslruction  nbicb  had  been  giien  to  the 
t  of  the  leth  of  March,  180!i,  uodar  which  the  [vo- 
lional  army  was  diebanded,  and  to  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  181G,  by  which  the  Am;  was  redaced  at 
:loee  of  tbe  lata  war.  Tbe  ninth  section  of  the 
if  180S,  the  fifth  section  of  tbe  act  of  1B15,  and 
weflh  section  of  tbe  act  of  IBS],  preacrilw  tbe 
ner  of  reducing  the  reapectiTe  armiea.  Their  pro- 
ni  are  rabatantially  the  asme,  and  these  sereral 
an*  are  nearly  in  tbe  aame  words.  By  that  con- 
:tion  giren  to  the  act  of  IBIS,  many  valuable 
officer*  were  dielianded,  and  many  other*  were  redoced 
from  their  former  rank  ;  yet  vaur  committee  have  not 
found  that  tbe  cttrrectoeu  of  that  conttractron  was 
ever  doubted  pvavioui  to  the  late  arganiiatiati  oTlhe 
Army.  The  Army  Regialer  of  1B16  wai  before  Con- 
gress during  the  session  which  commenced  in  Deccni< 
bar  of  the  asm*  year,  and  a  law  was  passed  for  orgsn- 
iiing  the  ataff  therein  prOTJeionally  retained,  and  whidi 
had  not  beeo  pfovided  for  in  the  former  1«».  The 
manner  in  which  the  law  of  1816  had  been  eiccnted 
iDUBt  have  been  known  to  moat  of  the  mcmbera  of 
both  Hooaea  of  Congress.  It  is.  therefore,  fairly  to 
be  presumed,  that  the  framer*  of  the  act  of  March 
last,  when  they  copied  into  Ibe  aame  tbe  fillh  aectioa 
of  (he  law  of  181S,  eipecled  that  it  wootd  receive  Ibe 
aame  conslruction  n*  it  had  formerly  obtained.  Inde- 
pendently of  argnmenla  drawn  from  the  practice  un- 
der former  laws,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  Ibat 
the  construction  given  by  the  Prciident  to  the  set  of 
1B31,  is  the  only  reasonabie  one  of  which  it  is  anacep- 
tible.  The  twelflh  section  direcU  the  President  of  the 
United  State*  to  cause  to  be  amnged  the  ofGcen,  non- 
commissioned officers,  BrtiAcer*,  moaidana,  and  pri- 
vslaa,  of  the  aevenil  corps  in  Iha  service  of  the  United 
Stalea,  in  such  manner  as  to  comptsteont  of  tha  same 
the  Uasx  aalhoriicdby  the  act.  Thebirconstrnction 
of  this  aeetion  is,  to  anihoriM  the  President  to  organ- 
ise the  Military  Peace  Establiabment,  iteeignsted  in 
the  act,  from  all  tbe  various  maleriala  of  which  the 
Army  vraa  composed,  and  for  this  pnrpose  to  tranafer 
from  one  coip*  to  another.  The  corp*  of  light  artil- 
lery, and  the  rifle  corpa,  are  not,  lik*  the  ordnance  de- 
partment, merged  in  ■  different  corps,  but  sre  both 
abolished.  If  the  Preiideol  wa*  to  fill  tbe  variou*  affi- 
cea  in  the  teveral  corps  aQlhoiiiad  by  the  act,  only 
from  thoae  who  previously  belonged  to  the  same  corps, 
all  of  iboie  who  belongeil  to  the  light  artillery  or  rifle 
regiment  would  have  been  left  out,  and  tbe  eonntiy 
deprived  of  the  lerviceB  of  many  of  its  moet  valuable 
officer*.  Tbe  various  general  and  *taff  officers  oftbe 
former  Army,  including  the  paymsster  general,  must 
slso  be  considered  a  part  of  the  leveral  corps  mentioa- 
ed  in  tb*  twelfth  aeetion,  oat  of  which  the  new  Anny 
was  to  be  formed,  and  might,  like  the  officers  of  the 
light  artillery  or  rifle  regiment,  be  trsnsferred  to,  or 
appointed  in,  a  different  corps ;  and,  in  bke  minner, 
the  staff  officers  authorized  by  tbe  act  might  be  filled 
by  Iranafer*  from  any  other  eorps  of  tbe  old  Army . 

If  the  general  and  staff  officers  of  Ibe  late  Army  are 
not  a  corps  within  the  meaning  of  the  twelfth  aectian, 
it  neceaasrily  reanlt*  that  ail  the  general  and  staff  of- 
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fle«n  of  tlw  near  wtaUidisi 
ftom  mdi  ■«  did  bcloag  to 
Ajmj.    Such  ooold  dctbt 


t  ■houlil  ha*a  been  takaa 


u  of  colodcl  of  arlillerj,  to  which  Calouele 
Ta»jon  and  Fenwick  Hera  eppoinled,  and  of  Adju- 
tant General,  to  wliieb  QeneKl  Aikiaion  na*  proTi- 
fionallj  ai^ioted,  were  new  officoi,  created  bj  tbe 
act  of  llaicli  luL  PreTioui  to  that  time  the  irtillery 
waa  not  organiied  into  regimenta,  and  bad  no  grade 
of  office  therein  higher  tlian  ■  lieutenant  colonelc;.  In 
the  etaff  of  the  Atoit  there  wea  an  adjutant  and  in- 
apedor  genenl  miding  at  the  Seal  of  Qoiernment, 
and  ao  adjutant  general  (o  each  diTiiiDil.  The  adju- 
tant general  of  the  Arm  J  Butboriied  bj  the  act  of  18SI, 
wae  intended  to  paribnn  part  of  the  dutiee  which  had 
been  exeented  by  the  tbraa  olhen,  but  more  parlico' 
larly  thoae  which  had  been  prenosiljr  exec  a  led  bj  the 
AdJDtaal  and  Inepector  General.  Il  baa  been  objected 
that  Iba  Pnoaatar  General  wae  not  a  membei  of  the 
general  utaff  of  tbe  Armj ;  that  be  wat  merelj  a  ciTil 
officer,  and  u  ancb  wai  oat  embraced  within  tbe  pro- 
*iiioaa  of  tbe  law  of  tbe  last  mhIod. 

The  office  of  Pajmasler  waa  created  under  the  act 
of  the  Stbof  Majr,  1T92,  under  which  be  receiied  liity 
dollan  per  mmlh,  and  the  ritioai  and  forage  of  a 
major.  By  Ibe  act  of  1803,  filing  the  Military  Peace 
EatabliebDieDt,  tbe  Pijmailer  of  the  Army  waa  to  be 
takcD  from  the  line  ofcanimiaiioned  officer)',  and  >ab- 
jecled  to  tbe  rale*  and  aitictea  ofinar.  Is  1814  a 
aalary  waa  etibaliluted  (or  tbe  monthly  pay,  dec.  By 
the  act  of  Ifaa  Ulb  of  April,  1816,  for  organizing  tbe 
gearial  ataffl  tbe  Pajmaater  General  ia  lecogaiied  as 
part  of  the  general  atafT  of  Ibe  Army,  and  eahjecied  to 
martial  law;  and,  by  the  taw  of  tbe  laat  leBaian,  n  Pay- 
naaUr  Qenatal  la  ajao  prOTided  for,  aa  one  of  tbe  offi- 
cer* of  tbe  Mililary  Peace  Ealabliiliment.  Toor  com- 
mittee can,  therefore,  eee  no  leaaonable  grouada  for 
the  D^nion,  thai  th«  Paymaoter  General  did  not  be- 
long to  the  AnnT  of  the  United  Sutae. 

The  office  of  ooloael  of  artillery  and  adjotant  gene- 
ral being  original  vecanciea,  il  could  not  have  been  the 
intcntioa  of  Congraai  to  depriTo  the  Preeident  of  hia 
Conalilntional  right  to  Ell  tfaoae  office*  in  aach  manner 
aa  be  ahontd  Itiink  fit,  aubject  to  ratiflcatian  or  rejec- 
tion by  the  Senate.  Colonel  Gadsden  waa  appointed 
to  tbe  office  of  Adjutant  Onneral  long  uRer  tbe  time 
pnacrihed  for  tbe  rednction  of  the  Army,  and  when 
tbe  office  waa  vacant,  in  conaeqiicnce  of  tbe  non-ac- 
ceptance of  the  aame  by  General  Atkinoon.  The  eom- 
miUee,  therefore,  oinnot  believe  there  waa  any  viola- 
tion of  law,  either  in  that  appointment  or  in  filling  tbe 
affice  of  Inepaotor  General,  made  Taeanl  thereby.  The 
diamiaaal  of  the  aupernameiaiy  officera  was  a  mailer 
of  necoMity,  and  elpieaaly  directed  by  tbe  act.  Whe- 
tbcT  Ule  IV^deal  has  duereetly  exarciaed  the  powei 
veaied  in  him  by  tbe  Constilution,  in  making  the  ae^ 
lections  for  theae  ot  oUier  officee  in  Ibe  Army,  is  a  aub- 
ject belonging  eiduaiiely  to  tbe  Senate.  I>  is  l~' 
jnalicfl  to  Lbe  iodiiiduala  aelactad  to  say,  your  co 
millae  have  beatd  no  objection  to  tbe  character 
competency  of  either  of  the  gentlemen  whoae  right  to 
the  appointment  baa  been  qoeationed.  They  were  all 
highly  ealeemed  and  merilariaoa  officers.  Calonela 
Feowick  and  Towaon  had  been  breveted  fi>r  most  dii 
tingaiabed  aervieee  during  tbe  late  war.  While  the 
committee  pay  Ihia  jaal  reapecC  to  officera  [etaiDed 
aervice,  they  wish  not  lo  detract  from  the  merits 
tbe  many  valnable  officera  who  have  been  left  oat  of 
the  Aiwy,  or  rednced  in  rank. 


Tbe  only  inquiry  lo  which  tbe  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee baa  been  directed,  is,  whether  there  baa  been  a 
violatian  of  law!  Your  committee  are  of  tbe  opinion, 
that  the  President  bad  Ibe  Conatilntional  rigbl  to  leave 
It  of  service  any  officer  of  the  Army,  and  appoJDt 
lolber  in  bia  place.  This  construction  of  tbe  Con- 
iluljan  woi  distinctly  adopted  by  tbe  House  of  Rep- 
resentative! at  tbe  first  seaaiun  in  1789,  by  a  very  de- 
vote, being  in  the  proportion  of  five  to  three,  and 
a  long  and  able  discDiiian,  in  which  Mr.  Madiaon 
took  a  diatinguivbed  part.  Tbe  late  President  Wash- 
ington carried  this  construction  into  practical  efiect  ia 
the  laat  year  of  hie  Administration,  by  removing  a 
distinguiibed  indiiidual  fniin  the  office  of  Minialer  lo 
France,  and  the  appointment  of  a  saecesaor  daring  the 
receaa  of  tbe  Senate.  Although  this  removal  pro- 
duced considerable  excitement  in  the  public  mind,  your 
committee  have  not  been  sble  to  learn  that  its  legality 
!ver  doubted,  or  that  the  Conetilutional  rigbt  of 
tbe  Preaidenl  to  remove  from  office  haa  bean  qnee- 
tiooed  since  the  diaeusaian  and  decision  above  men- 
tioned. This  forms  a  conclusive  answer  lo  the  objec- 
tiona  to  the  appointments  called  raieee,  and  the  dis- 
miaaal  of  officers  of  tba  grade  to  which  olhera  were 
reduced.  By  tbe  construclion  of  the  set  given  to  il  by 
the  President,  and  which  your  commiltaa  believe  lo  be 
:arrect,  the  intention  of  Congress  ia  carried  into  effect, 
ind  the  Conslitntioaal  rights  of  Ibe  Execali'e  and  of 
he  in  dividual!  concerned  are  left  unimpaired.  Youi 
committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the  Army  boa 
been  reduced  according  to  the  pravisions  of  the  act, 
entitled  ".^n  act  lo  reduce  and  fix  ibe  Military  Peace 
Esubliabmenl  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  sec- 
ond of  March,  1831. 

r.  Cocke  said,  that  betook  leave  to  iDfornt 
tbe  Hoase,  that  the  report  now  offered  was  ibe  te- 
porl  of  a  majority  of  only  one  of  the  committee ; 
that  this  majority  was  obtained  by  a  change  of  the 
members  of  the  commiliee.  When  the  rcsolutioD 
directing  the  inquiry,  whether  the  act  of  the  2il  of 
March,  1S31,  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Mililarv  Peace 
Esiabhshment  of  the  United  States,  had  been  re- 
;ted  and  carried  into  effeetj  was  referred  to  the 
— nmitlee  on  Military  Affairs,  a  majority  waa 
then  decidedly  of  opinion  tbai  the  act  had  been 
disregarded. 

DISTRICT  CODRT  AT  LOUISVILLE. 

Mr.  Bbeckenridoe  moved  to  discharge  the 

ommiltee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consid- 

alion  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the  holding  of  a 

district  court  at  Louisville,  in  the  State  ofKen- 

tueky ;  his  object  being  to  nring  it  directly  before 

tbe  House,  ttiat  it  might  he  acted  upon  without 

delay. 

Mr.  Habdin  objected  to  the  course  proposed. 
Adverting  to  the  bill  which  bad  been  received 
from  the  Senate,  the  object  of  which  was  alto- 
gethei  to  abolish  the  admiralty  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  court  for  the  Kentucky  district,  he  said, 
that,  were  that  bill  to  pass,  there  would  be  no  oc- 
casion to  pass  this  bill,  because  it  wa^  on  nccoimt 
of  the  exercise  of  maritime  Jurisdiction  only  that 
a  court  was  proposed  to  beheld  at  Louisrille.  He 
wished  the  Dilf  from  the  Senate  to  be  first  acted 
upon,  and  was  therefbre  opposed  to  ihe  present 
motion. 
Mr.  Breckenbidoe  said,  he  hoped  the  Louis- 
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Tille  bill  would  aoE  be  delayed  until  tbe  bill  froi 
the  Senate  was  acted  upon.  He  knew  tbat  there 
were  objections  in  tbis  House  to  the  bill  from  tbe 
Senate,  aad  be  did  not  know  whether  it  would  be 
acted  upon  at  the  pre^nt  session.  If  acted  upon, 
he  did  not  know  whethei  it  would  pasx.  It  was 
of  much  importance  that  a  district  court  should  be 
held  HtLoaisville,  as  nearly  all  the  admiralty  cases 
arose  in  ibatTicinity;  and  he  hoped  that  Ibis  bill, 
to  which  there  could  be  no  objection,  would  not 
be  made  to  await  the  fate  of  tbe  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, in  regard  to  which  there  was  known  to  be  a 
diversity  of  opinion. 

Mr.  J.  T.  JoBNBoH  look  occasion  to  express  the 
opioion,  which  he  entertained,  that  the  e  ' 

admiralty  jurisdiction  over  the  interior 
the  country,  was  an  usurpation  of  power,  under 
color  of  which  individuals  were  unjustly  deprived 
of  their  right  to  trial  by  Jury.  He  found  himself 
hound  on  this  occasjoo  to  ask  the  House  to  let  tbi 
fate  of  the  two  measures  be  the  same.  He  believed 
tbat  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  ou^ht, 
upon  fair  constrnction  of  the  law  on  tbe  subject, 
to  be  restricted  to  trade  connected  with  the  great 
ocean.  He  could  not  consent  to  any  construction 
of  that  law  which  goes  to  give  to  tbe  district  court 
authority  to  interfere  in  the  municipal  concerns  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Haroin  insisted  upon  the  propriety  of  first 
acting  on  tbe  bill  from  tlie  Senate,  because,  if  it 
passed,  there  would  remain  no  business  whatever 
lor  a  district  court  at  Louisville.    If  that  bill  should 


occasion  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  merit  of  the 
Senate's  bill.  He  was  asainst  extending  the  juris- 
diction of  tbe  Federal  Judiciary  one  jot  or  one 
tittle  further  in  the  municipal  coocerns  of  the  Slate 
than  it  was  necessary  to  go,  but  he  was  against 
destroying  the  specific  lien  of  hands,  and  persons 
supplying  vessels,  on  those  streams  which  are  navi- 
gated by  vessels  as  large  as  those  which  plough 
the  ocean,  aod  tbe  owners  of  which  are  sometimes 
at  a  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  miles  from  where 
the  vessel  obtains  supplies,  or  employs  hands.  Mr. 
H.  made  some  further  remarks  to  show  that  to 
abolish  the  specific  lien  in  such  case,  would  be  to 
destroy  at  once  the  steamboat  navigatioD  of  the 
Western  waters,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  now  to 
lake  up  the  LouisviQe  bill,  it  was  decided  in  ibe 
negative. 

.   BOUNTY  LANDS,  Ac. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  that  the  House  do  come 
to  tbe  following  resolution ; 

Saolved,  Thit  the  Committee  on  Militv;  Affairs 
b«iaatrocleil  to  inquire  into  the  eipediancy  of  granting 
a  bounty  of  tsnd  to  the  non-cammiwioned  oRiceri  and 
priTBtei  nboenliited  and  serrcd  twelve  monlb*  during 
tbe  late  war  agiinit  Great  Brilun,  and  who  by  eiiating 
law*  are  not  entitled  to  reeeivB  a  bounty  in  land. 

In  oSering  his  resolution,  Mr.  Walker  ob- 
served that  be  was  not  free  from  apprehensions  that 
it  might  be  unavailing,  and  had  to  regret  that  he 
could  not  make  more  favorable  calculations  on 


ciple,  for  it  was  evidently  a  subject  worthy  of 
inquiry,  and  demanded  attention;  but  his  fears 
arose  from  past  experience,  tbis  being  the  third 
Congress  in  which  he  had  made  the  same  effort 
to  effect  a  measure  so  equitable  in  its  operations. 
And  since  his  commencement  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  he  had  always  viewed  itas  a  radical  defect 
in  our  military  relations,  aod  ever  entertained  a 
wish  for  a  more  liberal  policy  ;  yet  the  altempti 
he  bad  made,  though  ansucees.-'rul,  bad  by  no 
means  altered  his  opinion  or  abated  his  zeal  in  the 
pursuit  of  that  which  he  felt  to  be  his  duty,  in 
soliciting  a  claim  of  moral  right  and  equal  justice 
to  every  soldier;  and  tbe  present  Cotigress  being 
composed  of  some  new  materials,  many  new  mem- 
ber!^ perhaps  with  new  opinions,  had  induced  him 
on  tdis  proposition  to  hope  for  belter  success,  The 
object  of  this  resolution  was  to  present  to  this 
House  aod  to  the  nation  the  great  inequality  that 
has,  and  does  now  exist,  in  rewarding  the  services 
of  the  different  clas^ies  of  military  men;  soldiers 
who  enlisted  during  tbe  late  war,  in  full  confi- 
dence of  obtaining  a  bounty  of  land  from  Grovern- 
ment,  which  was  promised,  and  now  denied  to  a 
part  of  them.  By  the  existing  laws,  or  rather  by 
the  construction  of  those  laws  by  ine  officers  of 
Government,  great  injustice  arose  as  it  regards  the 
risbts  of  a  certain  cUssof  military  men.  And  we 
wto  are  here,  said  Mr.  W.,  in  our  legislative  ca- 
pacity, for  the  purpose  of  administering  equal  and 
indiscriminate  justice  to  all  our  citizens,  are  mor- 
ally bound  to  keep  open  doors;  not  give  to  some 
and  withhold  from  others  who  have  an  equitable 
claim  on  Government  for  military  services,  and 
who  are  truly  sufferers  by  the  war.  A  number  of 
our  citizens,  advanced  in  life,  who  had  families, 
enlisted  for  five  years  or  during  the  war,  and  con- 
tinued in  service  some  one,  two,  three  years,  when, 
impelled  from  the  imoulse  of  Glial  affection  and 
care  of  their  families,  they  procured  substitutes,  for 
which  Ihey  gave  more  than  their  bounty  wages, 
and  returned  home.  Now,  the  question  is,  ot 
ought  to  be,  Who  is  responsible  for  the  perforio- 
ance  of  the  substitute,  the  Gkivernment  or  the 
original  soldier  ?  Mr.  W.  had  always  understood 
that,  according  to  strict  military  rules,  when  a 
man  was  received  in  place  of  another,  by  the  com- 
manding officer,  the  original  soldier,  having  no 
control  over  his  future  conduct,  was  exempt  from 
any  further  accountability  for  his  service.  It  was 
BO  m  the  Revolutionary  war,  and,  he  believed,  the 
true  discipline  in  all  nations,  although  it  had  been 
otherwise  considered  in  the  late  war.  Another  class 
who  were  enlisted  were  minors,  who  continued  in 
service  some  of  them  near  tbe  expiration  of  their 
time,  and  were  discharged  at  the  request  of  their 
pareou  or  guardians,  as  being  under  age.  Sir,  by 
the  present  system  both  these  classes,  tbe  old  and 
the  young,  are  excluded  from  a  bounty  of  land 
with  their  fellow-soldiers,  although  they  rendered 
the  same  service,  performed  the  same  duties,  en- 
countered the  same  dangers,  faced  the  enemy  in 
tbe  frozen  regions  of  the  North,  marched  to  the 
sultry  and  sickly  climate  of  tbe  South,  fought  our 
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battles,  gained  onr  Tictoriea,  snffered  all  the  prl- 
ratioDs  of  k  miliiuy  life,  and,  after  hariag  sus- 
tained imiumenble  hardships,  dooe  ninelj  aod 
oine  good  tarns  in  the  servioe  of  their  conatr;, 
should,  through  mitfartuoe,  fail  bjr  the  misconduct 
oftheirBiibslitatFstoful&l  the  last  day's  duty,must 
be  refoaed  of  their  rights,  go  unrewarded,  and 
turned  off  as  castaways!  This  hard  measure  op- 
erates severely  on  the  feeliogs  as  well  as  the  interest 
of  that  class  of  our  fellow-citizens.  They  may 
well  exclaim,  in  the  language  of  the  poet, 

"Oh  c*>m!  forbcsr  to  gite  the  fatal  stroke, 
And  woDnd  the  heart  that  is  ilreedy  broke." 

Sir,  I  am  graiiSed  in  being  able  lo  assert  that 
1  believe  the  district  I  Tepresent  has  furnished  more 
soldiers,  during  the  late  war^  than  any  other  sec- 
tioa  of  the  Union,  in  proportion  to  its  popolatjon ; 
among  whom  are  some  of  that  unfortunate  descrip- 
tion I  have  here  noticed,  who  returned  from  the 
Army,  their  health  impaired,  their  constitutions 
broken,  their  families  made  poor  by  theii  absence, 
aod  now  without  redress,  unless  Governmenifihould 
reward  them  with  a  bounly  of  land  in  proportion 
to  their  services.  The  recollections  of  past  events 
often  arrest  our  sensibility,  and  teach  us  to  feel  for 
others  what  we  have  fell  ourselves  in  the  old  war. 
Let  us,  then,  turn  aside  from  the  smooth  and 
flowery  paths  of  peace,  in  which  we  are  permitted 
to  tread,  and  view  the  toilsome  march  of  our  fellow- 


who  would  have  cause  to  complain  of  the 
injastice  of  his  country.  The  object  of  thisreto- 
laiion  is  not  to  unbosom  the  Treasury  and  remu- 
nerate them  out  of  the  funds  of  the  nation — but  to 
g-ive  them  a  bounty  in  land,  plant  them  in  soil,  al- 
low ihemalotof  inheritaoceamoog  iheir  brethren, 
a  home — a  place  for  the  old  to  lay  his  head,  and 
the  youne  to  raise  his  family  for  posterity.  In 
making  these  remarks,  I  trust  1  shall  not  fall  under 
the  suspicion  of  one  who  would  lightly  or  wan- 
tonly be  disposed  to  waste  or  misapply  the  public 
money.  No,  sir ;  the  state  of  our  finances  requires 
the  utmost  economy ;  but  I  would  not,  nor  could 
I,  withhold  either  the  one  or  the  other  from  any 
of  our  citizens  who  have  justly  earned  it  by  the 
sweat  of  their  brow,  or.  wnat  is  much  mote  pre- 
cious, the  spilling  of  iQfir  blood.  Sir,  we  have 
already  provided  a  pension  for  the  old  way-worn 
debilitated  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  as  a  crutch 
to  support  him  to  the  brink  of  the  grave,  and 
something  to  the  disconsolate  widow  of  the  militia 
of  the  late  war,  and  what  remains  but  to  do  justice 
to  these  unfortunate  soldiers — the  only  chasm  in 
the  military  system  7  Grant  them  land,  fill  up 
the  breach,  and  then,  and  not  till  then,  will  the 
rewards  of  your  system  be  complete. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
said  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1B22. 

Various  sections  of  the  hill,  containing  the  ordi- 


nary appropriationy  according  to  existing  laws. 

The  section  to  grant  "compensation  to  the  mes- 
sengers in  the  Treasury  Dejrartment.  seven  hun- 
dred dollars,"  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Tbacv  stated  that  he  did  not  consider  thia 
allowance  to  be  loo  great.  He  doubted  whether 
it  was  even  large  enough ;  but  he  was  well  in- 
formed that  it  was  customary  in  this,  and  he  be- 
lieved in  the  other  departments,  to  grant  the  mes- 
sengers certain  privileges  and  allowances  from  the 
fund  for  contingent  expenses,  Mr.  T.  was  desir- 
ous that  these  compensations  should  be  explicit 
and  defined.  He,  tnerefore,  proposed  to  modify 
the  section  so  as  to  allow  eleven  hundred  dollars 
to  the  principal  and  assistant  messengers,  in  lieu 
of  all  oiher  allowances  whatever.  After  a  few 
remarks  by  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  the  question 
was  taken  thereon,  and  negatived;  and  the  section 
was  adopted  as  reported. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  add  to  the  same  section 
the  words  "which  shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  allow- 
ances."  The  question  was  taken  thereon,  and 
carried — ayes  56,  noes  49, 

Mr.  Cocke  also  moved  to  add  similar  amend- 
ments to  the  sections  for  the  compensation  to  the 
messengers  of  the  Comptroller's  and  Auditor's 
offices,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cocke  further  moved  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
proprtalion  for  payment  of  two  clerks  to  complete 
the  duties  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  revenob 
transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  and 
one  clerk  on  the  business  of  the  agent  of  the 
Treasury,  transferred  to  the  same  office.  The 
motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Balowin, 
when  the  question  was  taken  and  the  motion 
negatived. 

Mr.  Butler  moved  lo  appropriate  for  one  clerk 
only  instead  of  two,  to  complete  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  aad  the  question 
lieing  taken  (hereon,  was  lost,  ayes  8. 

Mr.  Cocke  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  section 
for  the  compensation  of  the  clerk  on  the  business 
of  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  ;  which  was  nega- 
tived without  a  division. 

Mr.  CocKG  further  moved  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
lion  to  provide  for  the  "  compensation  to  an  addi- 
tional clerk  as  allowed  by  acts  of  appropriations 
since  the  1st  of  January,  IBIO;  and  also  for  an 
assistant  to  (he  chief  cleik."  After  a  brief  discus- 
sion thereof,  by  Messrs.  Coceg  and  Smith  of 
Maryland,  the  question  was  taken  and  the  motion 
prevailed — ayes  54,  noes  43. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  for 
providing  compensation  for  three  additional  clerks 
ID  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Of> 
fice;  which  was  supported  by  (he  mover,  and  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Cook,  and  carried — 53  to  43. 

The  clause  for  allowance  for  contingencies,  &c., 
in  the  Treasury  Department,  being  under  consid- 

Mr.  CocBE  thought  the  sum  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ($40,300)  was 

Mr.  Tracv  expressed  his  opinion  to  the  same 
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efiect.  He  had  attended  particulArlp  to  the  sub- 
ject, in  pursuance  of  bis  duties  as  a  member  of  tbe 
retrench m«atcommittee^9acaUed,)aiid  he  thought 
many  diRbunemenU  misht  with  propriety  be  cut- 
tailed,  and  he  expressed  tbe  opinion  thai,  if  the 
decision  of  the  House  in  relation  to  tbe  messengers 
was  relaiued,  an  appropriation  of  $35,000  would 
be  adequate  lo  the  purpose. 

After  a  few  lemarlu  bv  Mr.  Shitb,  of  Mary- 
land, the  question  was  take  "'"  ■  >     < 


wrih  Ihe  sum  of  i 
hich, 


suing  the  blank 
id  negaiired ;  after 


Mr.  Tbjlcy  mored  to  fill  the  blank  with  the  sum 
orS36,000;  which  wee  put  and  carried. 

The  subject  of  "  compensation  to  the  cierks  in 
tbe  office  of  the  Ofdoance,"  being  under  consider- 
Wion — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  same,  and, 
after  a  brief  discussion  of  the  subject,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cocke,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Tuckeb  of 
Vit^inia,  Walworth,  and  Farrbllt,  partici- 
pated, the  question  was  taken,  and  lost,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  "  for 
compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Engineer  Office," 
and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  tbe  words  "  for  extra 
compensstjon  for  officer*  detailed  lo  perform  the 
duties  of  the  Engineer  Office."  A  desultory  de- 
bale  ensued  hereiHi.  in  which  Messrs.  Cocke, 
WiLLtAHs,  of  North  Carolina,  Tdcceb,  of  Vir- 
ginia, Smitb,  of  Maryland,  and  Helsok,  of  Vir- 
ginia, took  part,  when  Mr.  Cockb  withdrew  the 

Mr:  Cocke  mored  to  strike  out  the  saction  for 
"  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  Ihe  office  of  the 
Surgeon  General,"  nnd,  the  question  being  taken 
tbereon,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  W1LL1AM8,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  section  "  for  the  contingent  expenses 
of  the  said  department,  including  fuel,  stationery, 
and  other  contingent  expenses."  by  striking  out 
the  word  iaid  (department)  ana  inserting,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  word  iMtr,  which  was  put  and  carried, 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wabpielo,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to 
sit  again. 


WnnNESDAT,  April  3. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Andrew  Mitchell,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment,  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  wnole  House. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  tbe  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  concerning  pre>«mption 
rights  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  ;  which  was 
read,  and  committed  to  Ihe  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  iot  the  relief  of  tbe  registers  and  of 
the  receiver*  of  public  money,  of  the  aeveral  land 
offices;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RANEtN  also  repotted  a  bill  providing  a 


compenaation  lo  receiven  of  paUic  money  for 
their  services  in  tratumltttng  public  mone^  to  safe 
places  of  deposite;  which  was  read  twice,  aad 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JoNBB,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  committee 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  tbe 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  tbe 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from  Ihe  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  define  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,''  be  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  that  it  be  committed  lo  the  Com- 
millee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  commit- 
ted tbe  hill  to  authorize  the  holding  a  dtsCrict 
court  at  Louisville,  in  Kentucky. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  authorizing  the  adoption  of 
measures  to  Iry  the  title  of  the  Marquis  de  Haison 
Rouge  to  certain  lands;"  and  "An  act  for  tbe  re- 
lief of  the  legal  represenmtives  of  Joseph  Hodg- 
son, deceased  ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

Mr.  Wood  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Saohtd,  That  the  itandinf;  Camauttee  on  Indian 
ASsira  be  inalrucled  la  inqniro  into  the  ezpedieacy  of 
establiihjng  ■  new  dep*rlracDt,  to  b«  denamintted  the 
DepAtlment  of  Indian  AttaiiK ;  ta  embrice  a  snpertn- 
tendsnt  of  the  ilepartment  resident  at  the  SeatafOor- 
emment,  the  establishment  of  Indian  ageneiea,  and 
the  regulation  iTf  Indian  trade. 

Mr.  Wooo  supported  the  resolution  by  present- 
ing a  variety  of  considerations  lo  show  its  expe- 
diency J  but,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it 
was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Condict,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and  what,  further  measures  are  necessary  for 
the  more  speedy  recovery  of  such  sums  of  money 
as  are  due  from  public  defaulters  to  the  United 
States. 

Tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  district 
of  Blakelev,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  following  engrossed  bills,  viz :  An  act  lo 
revive  and  continue  m  force  en  act  declaring  tbe 
assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  States  of 
Maryland  anif  Georgia;  and  an  act  restoring  to 
the  ship  Diana  the  priviieec  of  a  sea-letter  v^sel, 
were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
— the  General  Appropriation  bill. 

The  question  for  consideration  was  upon  filling 
the  blank  for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  War 
Department. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  tbe 
sum  of  $6,000. 

Mr.  CocRE  opposed  tbe  motion  on  the  fround 
that  the  surplus  over  the  amount  (S5,00D)  origi- 
nally proposed  was  contemplated  for  other  pur- 
poses than  for  defraying  proper  expenses  of  the 
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Secreutry'i  office,  and  he  thoagtit  thb  increased 
amodDt  should  not  be  allowed.  I 

The  iiubiect  was  further  discussed  hj  Messrs.  I 
SHriH  of  Maryland,  Tavlob,  McDdffig,  Wil-  j 
LiAHB  of  North  Caiolina,  Tob,  Tract,  and  Tcok-  . 
BR  of  Virginia,  when  the  qaestion  was  lakea  on 
Mr.  Smith's  moiion,  and  carried — -ayes  64,  I 
noes  46.  | 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause,  "  for  j 
compenaaiion  of  three  clerks  and  a  draugJitEinan,  | 
(for  the  CommiMioDers  of  the  Navy  Board,)  as  ; 
allowed  by  acts  of  anpiopriations  since  the  first  of  I 
Janoary,  1819."  The  motion  was  supported  by  | 
Messrs.  Cocke  and  Mallarv;  and  opposed  by' 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Littls,  and  Mc-  '■ 
DuFFiE ;  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  nega- 1 
lived  without  a  divition. 

Mr.  C.  aJfo  moved  to  strike  out  the  claune  pro- 
viding "for  compeosntion  to  theCommiwionerof ' 
the  Public  Buildingsat  Washington  City." 
.  The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  . 
by  Menrs.  Hardin,  Wbiffle,  Stevenson,  Tra-  j 
CT,WiLUAiisof  North  Carolina,aiid  Van  Wics; 
and  oppposed  by  Messrs.  Suitb  of  Maryland, 
Wbiobt,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Rbea,  Mercer, 
Wooo,  Baldwin,  Cook,  and  Jones  of  Tennessee; 
when  the  qaestion  was  taken,  and  carried  by  a 
laise  majority. 

And,  on  motion,  the  Committee  rose  and  re-  i 
ported  progress,  and  oblaiaed  leave  to  sit  again,      j 

PUBLIC  DErAULTERS. 

Mr.  KiaELAND  submitted  for  consideration  the 
following  lesolntion : 

Raoktd,  That  the  Committee  on  thr  Judicisr;  be 
inatnicted  to  inqain  into  ths  eipoUieiicj  of  proiiding 
bj  Ikw  for  the  pnoiihRiGnt  of  such  officers  of  ths  Uni- 
ted 8t>teB  !■  mre  intruited  with  public  moneys  bj  vir- 
Ine  of  thcii  office,  who  shtU  >pptf  the  iBme  lo  sny 
parpoMi  or  purposes  incoinpilible  with  ths  daties  of 
their  oflice,  whereby  the  United  States  shall  snslsin 
a  Ion. 

In  inlroducing  the  resolution — 

Mr.  KiRKUAND  observed  that,  as  the  resolution 
contemplated  introducing  a  provision  into  our  laws 
of  an  unusual  character,  it  mi^ht  not  be  deemed 
improper  for  him  to  asiii^,  briefly,  a  few  of  the 
reasons  which  have  induced  him  lo  present  it.  I 
find,  said  Mr.  E.,  from  an  examination  of  out 
statute  book,  that  there  is  no  provision  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  public  defaulters,  and  that  they  are  not 
snbject  to  any  penalty  for  the  misapplication  and 
embezzlement  of  the  public  moneys  intrusted  to 
their  care;  and  ibe^  are  responsible  only  in  a  pe- 
coniary  point  of  view;  that  there  is  no  remedy 
bat  a  civil  suit,  pursued  in  the  usnal  course  be- 
tween debtor  and  creditor,  for  the  recovery  of  the 
money  which  has  been  misapplied  by  the  officer ; 
thai  there  is  no  punishment,  no  penalty,  but  such 
a«  exists  between  debtor  and  creditor  in  (he  ordi' 
Dary  course  of  businees  in  society.  It  is  true,  said 
Mr.  K.,  that,  in  some  cases,  sccarity  is  required  of 
the  officer,  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  du- 
ties, bat  in  most  cases^  perhaps  nine  out  of  ten. 
where  the  principal  is  insolvent,  the  security  will 
be  found  nnaUe  to  respond  lo  the  poUic ;  and  if 


it  should  sometimes  fortunately  happen  that  the 
secuiii;  is  solvent,  what  follows?  A  petilion  from 
the  bail  and  his  friends,  setting  forth,  in  strouK 
language,  the  utter  ruin  of  himself  and  family,  if 
he  u  compelled  to  pay  the  money,  and  making  a 
forcible,  and  frequently  a  successful,  appeal  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  House  for  relief.  The  conse- 
quence is,  that,  after  great  expenses  incurred  in 
the  prosecution  of  both  principal  and  security,  we 
discharge  the  one,  and  cancel  the  bond  ol  the 
other.  It  is  not  believed,  that  there  is  enough  col- 
lected from  the  public  defaulters  to  pay  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  dinereDt  prose- 
cutions against  the  officers  who  have  embezzled 
the  public  moner. 

It  may  be  said,  Mr.  K-  remarked,  that  you  have 
the  int^ity  of  the  officer;  but  this  is  found,  in 
too  many  instances,  a  poor  security  indeed.  The 
documents  upon  your  table  show  most  abundantly 
that  little,  very  little  trust,  is  to  be  placed  in  the 
integrity  of  many  of  yonr  officers  who  are  intrusted 
with  the  public  money.  Here  you  find  defaulters 
for  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands,  amounting 
in  the  aggregate  to  millions.  TJjese  doonments, 
and  the  daily  information  we  have  in  relationio  the 
loss  of  our  public  money,  furnish  lamentable  proof 
of  the  entire  want  of  moral  principles  in  many  of 
the  public  officers,  and  a  most  shameful  disregard 
of  their  public  trusts.  Your  public  defaulters  are 
to  be  found,  not  only  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  but 
in  the  civil  department — your  collectors  of  the 
revenue,  marshals,  district  attorneys,  clerks  of  dis- 
trict and  circuit  courts,  receivers  of  public  mott- 
eys  for  the  sate  of  lands,  Indian  agents,  and  those 
employed  lo  pay  the  pensions  given  to  Revolu- 
tionary soldiers.  We  have  now  upon  our  tables 
evidence  of  one  pension  agent  who  has  misapplied 
(if  the  report  of  our  officer  is  Ime)  ten  thousand 


should  brand  him  with  |)erpetnal  infamy.  The 
present  laws  are  wholly  madequate  to  secure  th« 
Treasury  from  loss  by  ine  misconduct  of  the  pub- 
lic officers.  There  is  no  provision  adequate  to 
effect  this  object.  And  while  we  are  upon  one 
hanil  busily  engaged  in  devising  ways  and  meau 
to  fill  our  Treasury ;  and  while  some  of  our  most 
able,  distinguished,  and  industrious  members,  are 
engaged  nnremittingly  upon  the  sabjeet  of  retrench- 
ment in  the  public  expenditures ;  and  different  com- 
mittees are  inquiring  minutely,  and  with  great 
vigilance,  into  the  expenditores  in  (be  various  de- 
partments of  the  Qovemment, — there  is  an  impe- 
rious necessity  for  making  some  rao vision  which 
shall  more  eflectually  guard  the  Treasury  against 
loss  by  the  embezzlement  and  misapplication  of 
public  moneys  by  those  to  whom  they  are  intrusted. 
It  would  not  upon  this  occasion,  said  Mr.  K., 
become  me  to  go  minutely  into  the  details  of  a 
law  making  the  necessary  provisions  to  guard  onr 

Eublic  Treasury,  and  to  secure  fidelity  to  the  pob- 
c  officers.  This  would  be  the  peculiar  provmoe 
of  the  highly  respectable  committee  whose  duty  jt 
will  be  by  the  resolution  lo  make  the  ioquiiy,  and 
to  report  a  bill ;  but  he  could  not  forbear  ofiering 
a  few  ideas  upon  the  provisions  which  it  may  M 
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found  aecesiary  to  ioaerl  in  tbe  law.  The  officer 
intrusted  wiili  public  moneys  should  consider  tbe 
trust  a  sacred  one ;  no  temptation,  however  strong, 
should  induce  him  to  violate  it.  He  ought  to  con- 
sider liis  obligation  to  the  public  paramouDt  lo 
every  other.  No  other  relation  in  society  can  have 
such  strong  claims  upon  him  as  the  people  for 
whose  benefit  the  moneys  are  committed  lohiscarej 
and  he  who  will  knowingly  and  deliberately  vio- 
late a  trust  so  sacred  should  be  held  iofamous,  and 
no  longer  be  admitted  into  the  society  of  tbe  hon- 
est ana  virtuous  part  of  the  community.  I  would 
lender  him,  said  Mr.  K.,  ineligible  to  any  public 
office  of  honor,  profit,  or  trust.  I  would  immedi- 
ately cause  him  to  be  dismissed  from  public  employ. 
I  would  leave  it  discretionary  with  tbe  court  be- 
fore whom  he  was  tried,  upon  his  conviction,  to 
cause  bim  to  be  fined,  or  imprisoned,  or  both,  at 
tbe  discretion  of  the  court.  Nay,  sir,  I  would  go 
somewhat  further — I  would  leave  it  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court,  in  very  enormous  eases,  to  sen- 
tence the  culprit  to  the  penitentiary.  I  would 
place  him  beside  the  felon  who  counterfeits  your 
coin,  who  alters  your  public  recM'ds,  aod  who 
forges  your  bank  paper.  This  would  not  be  too 
severe  a  punishment  for  him,  who,  in  bis  wild 
speculations,  has  used  your  money  to  the  amount 
of  tens  and  hundreds  of  thousands — who  has  ap- 
plied it  lo  the  ^grsndizement  of  his  familv  ;  and 
who  has  for  years  rioted  upon  the  fruits  of  his  ini- 
iquily,  in  living  in  splendor  and  show;  and  who, 
when  he  is  called  on  to  account,  laughs  at  your 
public  officer,  and  treats  his  calls  for  the  publi 
moneys  with  neglect  and  contempu 

As  the  law  now  stands,  this  very  defaulter  l_ 
eligible  to  public  office;  and  it  is  not,  if  he  (Mr. 
K.J  was  rightly  informed,  a  very  uncommon  oc- 
currence, that  the  defaulter  ana  his  friends  are 
seen  petitioning  the  Executive  for  public  employ, 
and  sometimes,  he  feared,  with  success.  Public 
defaulters  are  now  considered  merely  in  tbe  light 
of  unfortunate  debtors ;  as  Ibose  who,  in  the  course 
of  their  business,  have  from  events  beyond  their 
control,  been  rendered  insolvent,  and  who  are 
jmtly  entitled  to  ihesympathies,  both  of  thenublii 
and  of  individuals.  It  is  a  shame,  said  Ntr.  K.. 
that  a  public  defaulter  should,  in  the  view  of  tbe 
laws,  and  in  that  of  society,  be  placed  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  an  honest  and  unfortunate 
debtor,  in  whose  behalf  the  whole  community 
STiDpathize.  It  is  time,  high  time,  that  tbe  laws 
sDOulil  speak  a  different  language.  If  a  provision 
had  been  inserted  in  your  statute  book,  said  Mr. 
K.,  a  I  the  commenceinent  of  the  Oovemment, 
similar  in  its  jirovisioos  to  tbe  one  contemplated 
by  the  resolution  now  presmted,  it  would,  in  '" 
probability,  batesaved  to  the  nation  many  milli  .. 
of  the  public  money.  Mr.  K.  anticipated  from 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution  (if  the  committee 
should  report  in  conformity  to  it)  very  salutary 
effects.  The  people  of  this  country  have  a  hign 
sense  of  integrity.  We  boast,  said  Mr.  K.,  of  i 
public  and  private  virtue;  and  it  is  time  that 
sliould,  from  our  statute  book,  speak  a  stronc  i 
decisive  language  to  all  those  who  embezzle  the 
puUic  money.    They  should  learn  that  they 


longer  violate  the  sacred  trust  committed  to 
^ir   charge  with   impunity.     Mr.  K.  concluded 

by  observing  that  he  anticipated  an  unanimous 

-    of  tbe  House  in  tbe  adoption  of  the  resolution, 

he  hoped  the  committee  to  whom  it  would  be 

referred  would  find  time  to  report  a  bill  at  the 

Mr.  Babbett  was  in  favor  of  the  resolution,  bu! 
wished  to  extend  it  to  those  who  had  the  public 
property  in  keeping,  and  he  pniposed  a  modifica- 
tion to  that  effect,  by  inserting  in  the  body  of  the 
resolve  the  words  "or  with  the  safe  keeping  of 
public  property ;"  which  modification  was  assent- 
ed to  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Hardik  was  apprehensive  that  the  punish- 
ment which  seemed  to  be  contemplated  by  the 
gentlemanfrom  New  York(Mr.KiRELANo}  would 
be  found  too  severe;  and,  in  such  cases,  a  law,  if 
too  severe  for  public  sentiment  to  sustain,  would 
become  u  dead  letter.  Mr.  H.  did  not  think  public 
sentiment  was  such  as  to  brand  the  public  defaulter 
with  infamj^.  On  the  contrary,  tne  proceeds  of 
his  defalcation  support  him  and  enaole  bim  to 
drink  his  wine  ano  give  his  dinners ;  nor  would  it 
be  possible  to  put  a  man  in  the  penitentiary  merely 
for  being  a  defaulter.  Mr.  H.  adverted  particu- 
larly to  the  case  of  tbe  district  attorneys,  and 
thought  the  only  eonise  in  relation  to  tbem  would 
be  (o  make  them  give  bond  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  tbeir  daties,  and  also  to  require,  if 
they  fail  to  account,  that  that  failure  should  va- 
cate their  offices. 

Mr.  Walm'ortb  moved  to  insert  tbe  words  "or 
agent"  after  the  word  "officer,"  which  was  as- 
sented to  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  further  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  inserting  after  the  word  "shall,"  the  words 
"with  intention  to  embezzle  the  same."  Tbe  mo- 
tion was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cocke  and  Hardik, 
and  supported  by  the  mover,  and  lost. 

Mr.  CoNOTCT  moved  to  sirike  out  the  words  "by 
which  the  United  States  shall  sustain  a  loss.'' 
Mr.  C.  was  disposed  to  repress  all  speculation  by 
the  holders  of  the  public  moneys.  Tbe  public 
moneys  should  be  kept  separate  and  sacred  for  the 
public  service,  and  he  would  not  suffer  tbe  public 
agents  to  use  them  for  any  other  purpose,  how- 
ever well  able  they  might  be  to  replace  tnem  when 
called  for. 

Mr.  KiRKLAND  was  not  inclined  lo  carry  his 
prohibition  so  far.  If  the  officers  and  agents  of 
the  Government  can  and  do  respond,  according  to 
law,  that,  be  thought,  was  all  that  need  be  re- 
quired of  them. 

Mr.  CoNDicT  replied.  Mr.  F.  Jobnbok  also 
made  a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the  iK'opo»e<] 
amendment. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  also  express- 
ed himself  in  favor  of  the  amendment.  Looking 
over  the  documeni  which  had  been  referred  to, 
(tbe  list  of  unsettled  balances,)  he  thought  its 
contents  were  a  disgrace  to  the  Government — a 
libel  on  the  country.  Until  hesaw  that  document,  ^ 
he  did  not  think  tlwt  the  country  was  capable  ot  ~ 
producing  such  a  one. 
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Fiaally,  Mr.  Eirklahd  assented  to  the  modifi- 
cation proposed  hy  Mr.  Condict. 

Hr.  Cook  proposed  to  add  to  the  resolutiou  tlie 
followiae  sentence :  "And,  also,  into  the  ezpedi- 
'  encjr  of  requiring  all  such  officers  to  be  dismissed 
'  from  office  upon  failure  faithfully  to  Hccount  for 
'  the  money  or  property  so  confided  to  them." 
This  proposition  was  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
and  the  resolution,  as  modified,  was  thereupon 
adopted. 

TMURaDAV,  April  4. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  ihe  heirs  and  representatives  of  A  lei  ho  der 
Montgomery,"  made  a  report  thereon,  proposing 
amendmeDts  to  the  said  bill,  and  the  bill  and  report 
were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Land»,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  reso- 
loiioa,  on  the  21st  of  Janosry  last,  reported  a  bill 
10  reTire  and  continue  in  force  certain  acts  for  the 
adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  which  were  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Braris  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  addressed  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  communi- 
eating  a  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  cootaioing 
the  infonnation  sought  by  the  resolution  of  the  19tE 
of  Febraary  last,  in  relation  to  cadets  educated  at 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ml.  CocEB  moved  thai  the  House  do  come  to 
the  following  resolution : 

Saolved,  That  ■  aeiert  committee  be  •ppoinled, 
whoae  duty  it  ahtll  b«  to  lit  in  tharecen  of  UongrCH, 
sect  inqnire  into  Ihe  ifiairi  of  the  lereral  DepailmsnU 
of  tha  Govamment;  that  uid  committer  have  power 
lo  aand  for  persoas  and  paperi,  and  Ibat  ihey  be  re- 
quired to  make  report  lo  Uongreai  at  an  eul;  paiiod 
of  the  next  Maaion. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JouNaoif,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  drawback 
on  coal  conium»l  by  steam  ressels.  and  of  author- 
izing said  vessels  to  take  coasting  licenses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Moorb,  of  Alabama,  Ibe 
House  took  into  consideration  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 


which  was  ordered  lo  be  read  a  third  time  to- 


A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  iherelief  of  the  legal 
representatires  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  deceased,  was 
twice  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

A  bill  from  the  Seuate  to  amhorize  the  adoption 
of  measures  to  try  the  title  of  the  Marquis  de 
Maisoo  Rouge  lo  certain  lands,  was  twice  read 
and  ref^red  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

A  message  from  Ihe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  disagree  lo  Ihe  ameDdmenlofthi 


House  to  their  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  lo  provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri three  per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising 
from  the  saleof  the  public  lands  within  the  same;" 
aod  they  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  lilies, 
to  wit  r  "An  act  lo  designate  the  boundaries  of  a 
land  district,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  land 
office  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana  ;"  "An  act  lo  estab- 
lish an  additional  land  office  in  the  Stale  of  Il- 
linois ;"  "An  act  to  perfect  certain  locations  and 
sales  of  public  lands  in  Missouri ;"  and  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  or  Duddinglon, 
and  others  j"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House. 
LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

The  following  letter  wan  presented  lo  the  House 
by  Mr.  Cook,  read,  and,  with  the  documents  ac- 
companying it,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DirABTaiKT  or  Wab,  ApHl  3,  1323. 

Bia :  I  haie  reeeiaed  your  latter  of  the  Sd  initint, 
cncloiing  K  ca|^  of  the  report  of  ibe  select  committse 
upon  the  aubject  of  ermmiaias  Ihe  land  offices  in 
Ohio,  dec,  and,  in  reply  to  your  inqnirin,  I  baTO  to 
■tale  thai  Ihe  commillee  i«  under  «  miiteke  in  itating 
that  Mr.  Rodney  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  farmar  a  mem- 
ber of  ihe  Senate,  and  the  latter  of  the  Heuae  of  R«p- 
reeeutativea,  were  "employed  and  paid  aa  uiaiHel 
nndfr  the  direclion  of  the  preaenl  Secretary  of  War." 

The  precise  period  at  which  the  former  wei  em- 
ployed cannot  be  eaeertained,  but  it  na*  previaus  to 
July,  1620.  He  was  paid  for  hii  aenlciB  the  8ih  of 
No'reniber,  1830,  before  he  became  a  member  of  Con- 
greaa.  Mr.  Baldwin  vaa  employed  by  Major  Woolley, 
of  the  Ordnance,  id  the  Spring  of  IBIT,  before  I  came 
into  the  War  IJepartmenl,  and  pruf  ions  to  taking  Mi 
ae«t  in  Congreaa,  in  the  caae  of  Daniel  Deker,  i  anlJier 
in  the  United  States'  ■ervice.  who  had  been  indicted 
for  muriler,  for  wbich  lervice  Mr.  Baldwin  haa  not  yet 
been  paid.  He  wia  alao  employed  before  I  came  into 
the  Department,  and,  il  ia  belleTed  about  the  aame 
time,  by  General  Tannehill  and  Major  Woolley  (who 
had  beien  appoinled  commiMionen,  in  1S16,  to  sell 
eertain  loti  of  land  belonging  to  the  Govprnment  ai 
Fittibors,)  in  an  indictment  of  ihe  Commonwealth  of 
Penniylvania  against  John  Young,  the  auctioneer,  for 
aelling  the  loti  without  paying  the  auction  feea.  For 
thiiaerTice  be  waa  paid,  in  1B30,  91D0.  It  cannatbe 
■aeertained,  from  tba  reconli  of  Ibis  office,  that  any 
part  of  the  aenice  waa  rendered  aabeeqnent  lo  the 
time  of  hie  laking  hie  seat  in  CongreM. 

In  relation  lo  the  employment  of  .Mr.  Morrow  attd 
Governor  Worlhington  in  1813, 1  herewilh  encloee  • 
copy  of  the  leiter  of  lattruction  to  them,  and  a  letter 
from  the  Third  Auditor,  which  will  give  all  the  infw- 
mation  in  relation  to  it  which  can  be  obtained  from  this 
Departnent. 

In  ■'  Ihe  case  of  a  member  of  the  Hooae  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  present  Congress  who  ia  emplojod 
nnder  the  authority  of  the  War  Department  a*  ■  au- 
perintendenl  of  a  fortiScatlon  of  the  United  Stntri.fbr 
which  he  receivei  an  annual  compensation."  and 
which  I  nndentand  from  your  letter  lefen  to  Mr.  Hill, 
from  Maine,  I  find,  on  ejamination.  that  be  waa  em- 
ployed by  General  Ripley,  in  1816,  lo  take  chergo  of 
the  fori  and  other  public  property  at  Pbippaburg,  in 
Maine,  and  that  he  his  received  a  compenaation 
$116  60  per  annnm.    The  enclosed  «»in- 
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mDDioxiDD  from  tha  Second  •od  Third  Auditor*  of 
i1h  Treunry  Dspartinent  eoDtain  all  of  the  frcU  in 

relation  to  it  wilhin  the  knowledge  of  thii  Depirtment. 
It  ia  proper  to  obierva  that  it  doea  not  appear  that  the 
account  was  ever  aubmitted  to  the  War  Dopartmeot 
for  iU  ipproTal,  as  the  Auditor*  conaidered  the  author- 
ity of  the  communding  officer  (uffieient  for  iU  allow- 
ance, and  that  I  bad  no  knowledge  that  Mr.  Hill  »aa 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yoor  obedient  aervanl, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  D.  P.  Cooi, 

Houn  of  Stpretetttalivei. 
ALLOWANCE  OF  PENSIONS. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Long,  the  House  thea  tooli 
into  consideration  the  bill  to  terire  and  contintie 
in  force  certain  acts  concerning  allowances  for 
pensiobs  upon  a  relinquishment  of  bounty  lands. 

Mr.  Long  w«s  in  hopes  that  the  bill  would  not 
meet  with  much  opposition.  If  it  ever  was  right 
(which  he  believed  it  was)  to  pass  the  law,  it  was 
right  that  all  should  equally  hare  the  benefit  of 
it  as  intended.  To  this  end  it  would  become  ne- 
cessary to  revive  the  law,  as  it  had  now  expired, 
before  ihey  aU  had  applied.  11^  however,  gentle- 
men felt  any  disposilion  to  volcagainsi  the  bill,  he 
hoped  they  would  reflect,  uid  see  the  situation  of 
those  poor  widows  and  children  as  it  would  be  if 
the  House  refuses  to  peas  the  bill.  Congress,  said 
he,  has  heretofore  passed  a  law  which  held  out  to 
them  some  relief.  We  may  naturally  suppose  that 
they  have  applied  as  soon  as  they  knew  tnere  was 
a  law  for  their  relief;  but,  to  apply  efiectually,  it 
not  only  required  some  time, but  wasaitended  with 
considerable  expense  in  gettinglheir  papers  in  due 
form,  which  was  done  generally  by  professional 
men ;  a  class  of  men  who  are  in  the  tabit  of  be- 
ing well  paid  for  their  services.  In  some  cases 
(he  expense  was  more  than  those  applicants  were 
able  lo  bear — snd,  after  ihey  have  expended  every 
cent  they  were  worth  in  setting  forth  their  claim, 
they  are  informed  that  the  law  has  expired,  and 
that  they  are  not  now  entitled  lo  what  was  intended 
for  them,  merely  because  they  have  not  applied 
within  a  certain  day.  It  cannot  be  expected,  said 
Hr.  L.,  that  a  poor  woman  and  children,  settled 
down  on  some  remote  corner  of  lliG  earth,  cou' 
stantly  engaged  at  home  in  procuring  bread,  eoold 
know  any  thing  about  the  onrrvtion  or  existence 
of  the  laws  of  Congress.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  circumstance  of  their  not  applying  before 
the  law  expired,  would  not  be  urged  as  an  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  that  we  should 
not  be  found  ready  lo  snap  at  this  little  advantage 
that  may  be  here  taken  of  the  poor  and  ignorauL 
He  was  as  much  opposed  to  an  improper  expendi- 
ture ofpublic  money  as  any  metnber  of  this  House, 
and  would  go  as  fat  as  any  gentleman  in  bis  opin- 
ion ought  to  ^,  to  bring  our  expenditures  within 
the  amount  ol  our  revenue,  which  he  conceived  to 
be  the  in  dispensable  duty  of  ibis  House;  but  he 
coitld  not  consent  to  begin  here,  and  withhold 
this  pitiful  sum  from  the  widow  and  fatherlos, 
who  nave  lost  him  who  ought  to  have  been  their 
protector,  whilst  engaged  in  the  service  of  his 
country  and  prolectitm  of  our  lives  and  liberties. 


The  bill  was  thereupiui  ordered  to  be  eogrossed 
for  a  tbird  reading. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday — the  General  Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  for 
the  coaiiugeut  expenses  of  the  Attorney  Ciene- 
ral's  office,  including  compensation  to  the  mes- 
senger ;  and  nHer  remarks  thereon  by  Messrs. 
Cocke,  Taylob,  and  Habdin,  in  favor,  and  by 
Messrs.  Smith  of  Maryland,  Nel«on  of  Vir- 
ginia, W«HnELn,  Tdceeb  of  Virginia,  and 
WaioBT,  against  the  motion,  the  question  was 
taken  and  the  proposition  was  adopted — ayeii  70. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  lo  fill  the  blank  in  the  claoae 
providing  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  sa- 
preme,  circuit,  and  district  courts  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  for  defraying  the  expent«a  of  prose- 
cutions for  offences  against  the  United  States,  dtc^ 
with  the  sum  ot  "  twenty,"  instead  of  "  thirtt" 
thousand  doltatii,and  altera  discussion  thereof  by 
Messrs.  Cocee,  Suith  of  Maryland^  and  Jones 


oeeatived,  and  the 
blank  was  filled  as  recommended  By  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the  clause 
for  the  support  and  meiDtenance  of  lighthouses, 
beacons,  buoys.  &e.,  with  the  sum  of  ten  thou- 
sand, instead  oif  forty-one  thousand  one  hundred 
and  four  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
and,  after  a  discussion  of  the  subject  by  Messrs. 
CocKC,  SutTii  of  Maryland,  Mii-KOa,  and  Nbw- 
TON,  the  question  was  first  taken,  pursuant  to  the 
rules  of  the  House,  upon  the  laivest  sum,  which 
was  carried,  and  thereby  Mr.  CocRs's  motion 
was  indirectly  negatived. 

The  danae  for  surveying  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Stbbukq,  of  New  York,  proposed  to  fill 
the  blank  with  the  sum  of  "one  hundred,"  in- 
stead of  "one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand" 
dollars.  A  discussion  ensued  thereon,  in  which 
the  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Stes- 
LiNO  of  New  York,  Too,  Cocke,  Colbhn,  and 
Cahfbei-l  of  Ohio,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Jonbb 
of  Tennessee,  HaitiiBiciB,  and  HaNEiM,  and 
some  explanatory  observations  were  made  by  Mr. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Bates,  but,  before 
anv  question  was  takra  thereon — 

Mr.  CoLDBM  moved  to  insert,  afta  the  word 
"  surveying,''  a  clause  confining  the  appropria- 
tions for  that  purpose  to  the  expenses  to  be  in- 
curred during  the  current  year;  to  which  Mr. 
Rakkin  proposed  to  prefix  the  words  "  actually 
performed,"  which  was  assented  to  by  the  mover, 
and  the  amendment,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  upoQ  filling  the 
blank  with  the  largest  sum  (9160,000 ;)  which 
was  put,  and  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  then  proposed  the 
sum  of  S130,000;  which  was  also  ptit  aad  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Walworth  named  $75,000. 
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Mr.  McCoy  proposed  950,000. 


proposed  bjr  Mr.  Sterlcno,  and  was  carried. 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  add  lo  the  clause  ibe  fol- 
lowJDg  words:  "and  for  arrearages  due  for  sur- 
veys made  in  the  year  1821 dollars." 

The  object  of  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Cook  was  to  appropriate  $80,000  to  pay  for  sur- 
Teys  of  the  public  land  in  the  States  of  lllJDois 
and  Missouri,  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas, 
which  were  made  under  the  direction  of  William 
Rector,  the  Surveyor  Genera]  for  those  Stales 
and  Terriiory,  beyond  the  amount  anthorized  to 
be  survCTed,  in  consequence  of  a  misinterpreta- 
tion of  the  instructions  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
rneni.  The  pounds  taken  afi^insc  the  making 
the  appropriation  were,  that  the  surveys  were  un- 
authorized by  law,  and  that  Oon^^ess  was  not 
bound  to  psy  for  it,  and  that  it  had  been  repre- 
sented that  the  surveying  was  not  well  done,  and 
ought  not,  even  if  authorized  by  law,  to  be  paid 
for.  Mr.  C.  urged,  at  lar^e,  that  an  honest  mis- 
take of  the  officer  ought  not  to  be  used  to  the  pre- 
judice of  the  honest  laborers  who  had  surveyed 
the  land  under  contracis  made  with  an  officer 
acting  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  ^though  by  an  hon- 
est error  he  exceeded  the  amount  of  appropria- 
tion. Mr.  C.  said  there  was  the  only  legal  evidence 
of  the  maiuier  in  which  the  work  bad  been  done, 
in  its  favor.  The  plats,  he  understood,  bad  been 
returned  and  accepted ;  and  mere  flying  reports  of 
fraud  should  not  overrule  regular  and  official  evi- 

Tbe  motion  was  further  supported  by  Mr.  J.  S. 
JoRNSTOR,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Colden, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Ton,  when  the 
question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  negatived 
without  a  division. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  pro- 
gress, and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Fridat,  April  5. 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  coasideration  of  the  bill 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  de- 
ceased," and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commiltee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Rich,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  made 
a  report  on  the  petitions  of  Joseph  Dultoo,  Sam- 
uel Walker,  and  of  John  Martin,  Samnel  Peter- 
son and  Hannah  Peterson,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  their  relief;  which  t»ll  was  read  twice,  and 
commiEtcd  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whicn  was  referred  the  hill  from  the 
Senat^^^ entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Nott,  Stephen  Henderson,  and  Nathaniel  Cok, 
syndics  of  the  creditors  of  George  T.  Phillips,  late 
of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  deceased,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments;  and  the  bill  and 
ameodmeats  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
]7ib  Con.  lit  Sebb.— 47 


propriations  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  a 
Chicago,  and  a  treaty  made  at  Edwardsville; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Biggs;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  confirming  the  title  to  a  tract  of  land 
to  Alzira  Dibrieu  and  Sophia  Hancock)  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  th^  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the 
compensation  allowed  to  the  surveyors  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  to  make  further  provision  to  pre- 
vent fraud  and  mistakes  in  the  surveying  of^lhe 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  a 


the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive 
and  contmue  in  force  certain  acts  concerning  the 
allowance  of  pensions  upon  a  relinquishment  of 
bounty  lands,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WfliOHT  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on 
Monday  next,  move  the  House  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  "to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  « 
the  late  Baron  de  Kalb,  in  the  city  of  Annapolis." 

The  House  proceeded  io  consider  the  message 
from  the  Senate  announcing  iheir  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  this  House  to  their  amendments 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  paying 
to  the  State  of  Missouri  three  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same:"  Whereupon,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  said  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  lo 
wit:  I.  An  act  to  designate  the  boundaries  of  a 
land  district,  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  land 
office  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  2.  An.act  to  estab- 
lish an  additional  land  office  in  the  Slate  of  Illi- 
nois; 3.  An  act  to  {wrfecl  certain  locations  and 
sales  of  public  lands  in  Missouri;  and,  4.  An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddington, 
and  others,  were  severallr  read  the  first  and  second 
lime,  and  referred;  the  first,  second,  and  third,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  the 
fourth  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  "An  act  for  Ibe. relief  of  the  sure- 
ties of  Joseph  Pettipool;"  and  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joseph  C.  Bo^d;''  in  which  bills  they  a^ 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
copies  of  the  reports  made  to  the  Treasury  De- 
TNiriment  by  the  several  incorporated  Banks  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  showing  the  state  of  theti 
a&irs  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  yeai; 
which  letter  and  repoils  were  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 
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APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  ihen  resolved  itself  into  a  Comtait- 
lee  of  ihe  Whole  oo'  the  unfiriished  business  of 
yesierdQV'—ihe  Grenetal  Appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  lo  sitike  out  ibe  proviaioa 
"  for  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  as  al- 
lowed hv  the  act  of  (he  20lh  of  April,  1S16." 
The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  aod  Mr. 
W11.LIAMH,  of  Noith  Carolina,  and  carried  by  a 
large  majority. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  "  for 
the  payment  of  balances  due  to  officers  of  the  old 
internal  revenue  and  direct  lax;"  but,  after  some 
explanatioQ  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  mo- 
tion was  withdrawn. 

The  clause  providing  for  the  salaries  of  foreign 
Ministers  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  M«LLARV  suggested  that  he  was  not  satis- 
fied that  it  was  necessary  to  send  a  Minister  to 
Lisbon,  and  that  a  Chargi  des  A&ires  would  per- 
haps be  sufficient.  He  therefore  called  for  infor- 
mation on  the  subject  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Shith,  of  Maryland,  io  reply  to  the  inquiries 
of  Mr.  Mallary,  reviewed  at  considerable  length 
the  political  and  commercial  relations  which,  for 
a  loos  period,  have  subsisted  between  this  country 
and  Portu^l.  We  had  long  eiported,  he  said, 
vast  quantities  of  flour  to  that  country  j  but  at 
length  the  Government  laid  a  duty  of  fiS  per 
barrel  00  all  the  flour  imported  into  that  king- 
dom, from  this  country,  and  nve  privileges  and 
held  out  inducemmis  to  the  nobility  to  erect  mills, 
which  was  done,  and  they  were  in  a  great  mea- 
sure supplied  with  wheat  from  Poland.  Out  peo- 
ple exported  no  wheat.  They  manufactured  it 
tbemielves;  but  (he  duly,  which  was  intended  as 
a  prohibition,  was  severely  fell,  and  our  GoTern- 
ment  sent  a  Minister  to  that  Court  to  obtain  a  re- 
peal of  the  duty.  Ministers,  however,  are  not  al- 
ways the  best  n^oliators  in  mercantile  concerns ; 
sitd  the  object  was  not  eflected.  But  it  was  af^er^ 
wards  accomplished  by  a  Consul  General,  who  was 
thoroughlv  acquainted  with  commercial  subjects, 
and  the  duty  was  taken  off.  Subsequently,  the 
Court  was  removed  Io  Brazils,  from  which  it  ba* 
recaatly  returned  to  Europe.  But  Ihe  duly  of  9S 
per  barrel  has  been  renewed  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  agriculture  and  of  giving  it  a  new 
directioD,  instead  of  caltivating  almost  exclusively 
Ihe  vine.  The  Government  of  that  country  has 
thought  us  lo  be  hostile — particularly  from  the 

E rater  duties  we  imposed  upon  the  wines  of  Ma- 
ira  and  Fayal,  than  upon  the  wines  of  other 
conntiies.  Large  quantities  of  corn  are  seat  from 
this  country  to  Madeira;  and  ibey  are  understood 
Io  he  about  petilioniog  ihe  Cones  10  impose  re- 
strictions upon  the  importation  of  our  com  ;  ond 
the  consequence  may  w,  that  we  mav  be  wholly 
deprived  of  the  bencfiis  of  that  trade.     All  attempts 


importance  of  Ihe  trade.     Mr.  S.  further  observed 
that  he  thought  it  expedient  not  to  withhold  the 


appropriation,  inasmuch  as  the  President  had  re- 
commended the  measure;  and,  should  we  refuse, 
the  consequences  and  the  responsibility  of  that  re- 
fusal will  rest  upon  us. 

Mr.  Mall&by  remarked,  that  the  object  of  send- 
ing Ministers  abroad  was  for  the  pupiKiea,  either  of 
policy  or  commerce.  In  relation  to  the  policy,  he 
thought  a  Minister  was  not  necessary.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  Portugal  was  not  formidable,  either  at 
sea  or  on  land.  With  respect  to  commerce  it  was 
evident,  from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,}  that  a  commercial  object, 
which  a  Minister  could  not  effect,  n  Consul  Gfene- 
ral  wai  competent  to  accomplish.  Mr.  M.  there- 
fore thought  a  Charge  des  Affaires  was  adequate 
to  the  object.  There  were  twenty  places  in  Bo- 
rope  where  we  send  no  Minister,  of  more  commer- 
cial importance  to  this  country  than  Lisbon.  Mr. 
M.  adverted  to  a  statistic  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  to  show  the  superiority  of  the 
trade  of  other  countries;  and  he  rarlictuarly  n- 
ferred  to  Holland,  Denmark,  and  Sweden.  The 
lalter  nation  was  certainly  at  least  equal  in  dignity, 
and  superior  in  strength  to  Portugal,  and  was  as 
well  entitled  to  expect  a  Minister  from  us  as  t be 
latter  Government ;  and  with  respect  to  the  Brazils, 
he  believed  they  would  emancipate  themselves 
from  the  control  of  the  parent  country,  whenever 
they  thought  proper  to  dissolve  the  connexion,  and 
assume  their  independence.    Mr.  Mallabt  coa- 


country,  instead  of  a  Minister. 

Mr.  Smith  replied,  by  referring  to  the  Meaaage 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  at  the  open- 
ing of  Ihe  session.  He  observed  that  Portugal 
had  expressed  o  sincere  desire  Io  renew  a  friendly 
intercourse,  and,  he  understood,  had  actually  ap- 
pointed a.  Minister  to  this  country.  The  gmtle- 
man  from  Vermont  (Mr.  Mallahv)  had  said  that 
Ihe  trade  with  Portugal  was  unimportanL  He 
(Mr.  8.)  admitted  it,  and  it  was  to  restore  it  to 
importance  that  the  mission  was  proposed.  A 
ChargA  des  Affaires  might  be  udequate  if,  as  in 
the  case  of  Sweden,  a  treaty  was  already  subMl- 
ing;  but  we  want  a  Minister  to  make  a  treaty, 
and  a  Chargi  des  Affaires  may  afterwards  be  sttl- 

The  motion  of  Mr.  MALi^ARv.was  further  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Gilhek,  HAaniN,  and  Roas, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wriqbt,  Poinsbtt,  Bald- 
win, Wood,  Rhea,  Archeb,  Farrellt,  Wotrp- 
SON,  Melrcer,  and  Smith  ;  when  the  queation 
was  tak«si,  and  the  motion  was  negatived— ayes  34. 

The  question  for  expenses  of  carrying  into  effect 
the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  articles  of  the  Treaty 
of  Ghent,  being  under  coostderalion — 

Mr.  Cocke  observed,  that  he  should  be  oj^oaed 
to  nuking  any  further  appropriation  for  that  ^>- 
ject,  until  he  was  informed  that  those  Commia- 
sioners  had  settled  their  accounts.  They  had 
heretofore  been  called  on,  but  only  one  class  of 
them,  to  his  koowled^,  had  obeyed  the  call ;  and, 
among  the  charges  it  included,  was  to  be  found 

ipeases  incurred  for  fish-hooks,  and  Gshing-nels, 


and  bacon  hams,  and  other  like  i 
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not  seem  lobettproDneipenditurefonheoatioD. 
The  business  had  oeen  already  protracted  eight 
years,  almost  as  loDg  as  it  took  lo  destroy  Troy ; 
aod  if 'We  ^  oa,  said  he,  appropriating  from  ses- 
sion to  session,  it  will  become  a  life  estate  to  those 
concerned.  He  was  averse  to  placing  any  mote 
money  in  their  hands,  until  tber  had  accounted 
for  wbat  they  had  already  received ;  and  he  moved 
to  fill  the  blank  with  the  som  of  twelve  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  F.  JoRKSON  adverted  to  the  law  of  the  last 
session  that  limits  their  allowance  lo  a  specific 
salary,  in  lieu  of  all  other  expenses. 

Mr.  Baldwin  believed  there  had  been  too  lavish 
ai  expendiiare  of  the  public  money ;  nor  would 
he  now  vole  for  the  appropriation,  did  he  not  fear 
the  public  service  might  suffer  from  the  delay  a 
refusal  of  it  might  occasion.  It  was  a  business 
cooneeted  with  a  foreign  Power,  and  be  wished 
tbe  concern  might  be  closed. 

Mr.  Cocke  said  we  were  told  that  the  line  could 
not  be  run  in  tbe  Winter,  because  the  climate  is 
too  cold ;  and  in  the  Summer  the  G( 


He  thought  it  was  high  lime  that  Congress  should 
interpose,  and  prevent  this  waste  of  the  public 


M[.  WiLLiAHBOK  remarked,  that  tbe  people  of 
Haioe  were  as  much  dissatisfied  with  tbe  progress 
a{  tbe  Commissioners  as  the  people  of  any  other 
part  of  the  United  Slates  could  be.  He  observed 
that,  in  reply  to  a  call  which  had  been  made  on 
tbe  executive  at  this  session,  on  the  subject  of  the 
Sih  arude,  we  had  been  assured  that  it  would  be 
concluded  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  Spring. 
He  thought,  therefore,  the  most  expedient 
jM  be  to  make  the  : 
D  have  the  business 
delay- 

Thequestion  was  then  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  the  sum  of  935,000,  and  itegalived ;  and  the 
hlaak  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  613,50(). 

Tbe  clause  lo  provide  "  for  the  salaries  of  the 
CommissiOBers,  Secretary,  Clerk,  and  Messenger, 
Higether  with  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
CommtHJonera  under  (he  treaty  with  Spain,"  be- 
iac  under  conM deration — 

Mr.  CoccB  animadverted  upon  the  unnecessary 
aad  extravagant  expenditure. which  had  been  in- 
curred under  tbe  direction,  as  he  undentood,  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Spanisn  Commission,  bnt  he 
made  no  motion. 

Mr.  MiLnoB  remarked  that  information  had 
been  laietr  reedved  that  the  Cortes  of  Spain  had 
recogoisea  the  independence  of  Sooth  Araeriea ; 
and  if  «>,  it  was  not  probable  they  would  be  anxious 
to  eTCOUBter  the  expense  of  running  the  line  be- 
tween thiscountry  and  Mexico.  Under  this  view, 
be  mored  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to  SIS.DOO 
instead  of  tbe  sum  of  830,000,  as  recommended  by 
ihe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  question  was  taken  ou  the  sum  of  $30,000, 
and  D^atived. 

Mr.  Walwortb  proposed  (o  modify  tbe  clause, 
so  as  to  confine  the  appropriation  excluaively  lo 


settle  claims  uader  the  treaiyi 
instead  of  the  two  commissions. 

Mr.  J.  S.  JoBNHTON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  as  far 
as  this  appropriation  is  intended  to  covet  the  ex- 
pense of  ruDuiDg  the  boundary  line  established  by 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  it  was  unnecessary.  This  House,  he 
said,  had  determined  to  recognise  the  independence 
of  Mexico ;  it  would  involve  an  absnrditv  now  lo 
recognise  the  right  of  Spain  to  fix  with  us  the 
limits  of  a  country,  over  which  all  authority  baa 
ceased ;  to  define  the  limits  afler  she  has  ceased  to 
exercise  any  other  sovereignty  there.  This  is  a  right 
utterly  incompatible  with  the  public  rights  of  the 
independent  Government  that  now  reigns  over  it. 
If  a  commissioner  was  appointed  by  Spain,  as  it 
is  stated,  he  was  named  oefore  the  new  state  of 
thiu^  existed,  and  his  powers  would  be  recalled  by 
Spam  herself,as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  she  had 
no  longer  any  interest  in  the  question.  The  sen- 
(lemiin  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Bi;cs»kah)  had 
stated  that  the  treaty  was  binding  on  Mexico,  as 
Spain  exercised  sovereignly  over  it  at  the  date  of 
the  treaty.  That  may  be  true,  (said  Mr.  J.,)  and 
Mexico  will  carry  it  into  efleci  in  good  faith, 
there  is  no  danger  of  her  refusal  to  accept  a  treaty, 
which  relinquishes  our  right  to  her  territorv,  ana 
gives  her  six  hundred  miles  of  seaboard.  She  has 
very  little  objection  to  Spain  giving  us  Florida, 
and  leaving  her  ifae  Province  of  Texas.  We 
claimed  their  country  to  the  Rio  Grande — by  the 
treaty  we  have  surrendered  it.  They  do  not  claim 
our  territory — we  have  relinquished  our  right  to 
Texas.  We  have  made  Ihe  sacrifice,  not  they ; 
all  the  country  west  of  the  Sabine  is  now  a  part 
of  Mexico.  Besides,  said  he,  can  we  send  agents 
to  run  and  mark  her  limits,  against  her  consent, 
without  insulting  her  sovereignty,  and  violating 
her  territory  7  What!  sendarmedlroops,'(as  was 
intimated,)  iato  a  foreign  country,  in  defiance  of 
the  law  oi'  nations.  This  musi  now  be  a  subject 
of  arrangement  with  the  Government  of  Mexico. 
It  is  better  to  leave  it  open;  we  have  now  nothing 
to  lose  ;  we  have  already  lost  all  in  that  quarter. 

A  discussion  of  some  length  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  Cockb,  Milror,  Walwobth,  Bccbanah, 
Smith,  of  Maryland,  Wahpibld,  Coox,  Rrea, 
and  EirwABiM,  of  Connecticut,  took  part ;  when 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  modifiealjon 
addled — ayes  78. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  filling  the  Uank 
with  the  sum  of  fifteen  tbousaad  dollars,  and  car- 
ried ;  when,  the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Satvkday,  April  6. 

Mr.  HennRtcKs,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pubhc  Lands,  to  which  was  referred,  on  the  Slit 
January  last,  the  memorial  of  the  General  Anem- 
bly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  reported  a  bill  author- 
izing the  location  of  school  lands  in  that  State; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
miltee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CoccB  submitted  for  consideration  the  ftd- 
lowing  resolutioo,  viz : 
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',  That  th«  8*CT«tarj  of  Steta  be  directed 
to  fucaiib  ihii  Home  nilh  a  ■tatemenl  of  tbe  amount 
of  mooej  paid  as  (alarisa,  outfili,  and  conliagent  ei- 
penaea,  to  fbnign  Miniater*,  lince  tbe  year  1800,  and 
iha  amount  paid  on  each;  ilu>,  the  Courta  at  trhich 
tbey  ware  employed,  and  the  lima  they  weie,  teapect- 
i>elj,  engaged  in  the  diachiTge  of  their  dullta  «■ 
Miniitera  rrorn  the  United  Statea. 

The  lesolulioQ  was  oidered  lo  lie  on  the  (able 
one  day. 

On  motioa  of  Mr.  Hardin,  the  House  went 
into  coDsideralioD  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Thomas ;  aod,  after  some  remarks  on  the  same, 
bv  Messrs.  Hardin,  Suits  of  Maryland,  Cocke, 
BnwABDa  of  North  Caiolina,  McCov,  Wright, 
and  MoNTooMEBy,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading  this  day  ;  which  was 
subsequently  done  and  the  bill  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  in  obedience  to  the 
lesolution  of  (he  14th  ultimo,  instructing  him  lo 
report  what  STidencea  of  claim,  recorded  in  bis 
department,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  31st 
March,  1814,  providing  for  the  indemnification 
of  certain  claimants  of  public  lands  in  tbe  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  remain  in  that  office,  after  hav- 
ing been  rejected  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
under  that  act ;  whether  he  has  refused  to  deliver 
up  such  evidences  Co  the  claimants,  together  with 
the  reasons  of  such  refusal,  specifying  the  names 
of  such  claimants;  which 'report  was  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  to 
wit:  1.  Anactfor  the  relief  and  sureties  of  Joseph 
Feltipool ;  and  2.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
C.  Boyd  ;  were  severally  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  and  the  Mcondxo  the  Committee  on 
MiliUry  Afiairs. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Comrnit- 
tee  of  tbe  Whole  on  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterdav— the  General  Appropriation  bill. 

The  clause  to  provide  for  repairing  the  Cum- 
berland road  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  CoNDicT  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause. 
He  said  the  United  States  bad  already  expended 
enormous  sums  in  the  conatruclion  of  this  road, 
and  he  could  not  consent  to  impose  upon  his  con- 
stituents any  further  expense  in  repairing  it. 

Mr.  Breckenriikie  had  not  expected  the  0}^x>- 
sition  which  the  gentleman  from  New  Jeri«y  (Mr. 
Condict)  had  made  to  ibe  bill,  and  the  manner 
was  as  unexpected  as  the  matter.  He  has  said 
that  be  is  unwilling  to  tax  his  constituents  for  this 
object.  Does  not  that  gentleman  recollect  that 
tbe  people  of  tbe  West  have  been  from  tin 
lime  heavily  taxed,  to  build  foriifications  on  the 
aeaboard,  and  support  navies,  in  which  they  have 
DO  special  interest  1  What  would  that  eentleman 
lay,  if  we  should  avow  thai  we  would  pay  no 
more  for  those  objects,  and  urge  for  reason  ibat 
we  are  far  enough  out  of  the  way  of  an  enemy, 
therefore  are  not  disposed  to  contribute  to  the 
~  ~    defence?    This  was  a  magnificent  plan 


of  connecting   ihe  Eastern  with  the  Wef^tern 

States.    It  was  creditable  to  the  munificence  and 

policy  of  the  Government ;  and  be  would  not  ask 

wheiner  it  was  eipedieut  to  suffer  this  valuable 

1  to  go  10  decay  and  ruio,  rather  than  appro- 

le  this  trifling  sum  to  an  object  so  imporiant. 

ras  the  common  properly  oflbe  nation,  and  it 

could  not  be  conformable  to  the  interests  of  the 

uniry  to  break  Ihe  chain  that  binds  the  Eastern 

id  Western  States  together. 

Mr.  Fabhellv  regretted  that  the  gentleman 
last  up  should  have  introduced  local  considera- 
'--ns  mto  this  discussion.    He  did  not  understand 

what  way  this  appropriation  found  its  waj^  iato 
Ihe  bill.  He  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
had  been  brought  forward,  and  thought  it  should 
be  done  by  way  of  bill,  as  was  done  in  tbe  case  of 
payment  for  horses  destroyed  in  the  Seminole 
campaign.  Nor  did  he  see  bow  the  repair  of  this 
road  could  come  within  the  Constitutional  provi- 
'  "  for  the  support  of  the  Government.  Mr.  F. 
willing  to  go  as  far  on  this  subject  as  the 
compact  TequireiT  The  act  of  Congress,  on  this 
subject,  provided  for  the  construction,  but  not  for 
ihe  repair,  of  the  road.  If  this  appropriation  was 
made,  it  would  be  followed  by  similar  calls  from 
year  to  year  lo  keep  it  in  repair.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  BreckeKbidoe)  had  alluded 
to  the  expenditures  for  fortiGcations  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  seaboard,  which  he  conlendsare  made 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  those  who  live  upon  it 
But  he  should  remember  that,  in  these  fortifica- 
tions, New  Orleans  had  not  been  overlooked, 
which  was  done  almost  entirely  for  the  benefit  of 
tbe  people  of  the  West.  As  much  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  fortification  of  that  place  as  to 
those  of  New  York,  and  he  thought  no  fair  argu- 
ment could  be  adduced  from  that  source.  It  had 
been  said,  indeed,  that  the  sum  asked  for  was  a 
trifle.  He  admitted  it;  and  if  this  was  to  be  the 
end  of  it,  it  would  perhaps  be  worth  Ihe  time  to 
be  occupied  in  the  contest.  Bui  be  regarded  this 
as  onl^  en  entering  wedge  for  futtire  appropria' 
lions  for  the  same  purpose.    The  State  of  Penn- 

Slvania  has  a  road  nearly  parallel  with  this,  from 
arrlsburg  to  Pillsburg,  which  is  materially  ttf- 
fected  by  this.  Mr.  F.  was  opposed  to  this  appro- 
priation also,  on  the  ground  tbal  the  expenditure 
of  Ihe  moneys  heretofore  granted  for  this  road  bad 
been  wasteful  and  corrupt ;  and  there  was  no  guar- 
anty thai  the  sum  which  is  now  asked  for  would 
not  be  applied  in  a  similar  manner.  Mr.  F.  did 
not  wish  to  have  this  road  go  to  destruction  ;  but 
he  thought  if  those  who  live  on  its  borders  would 
not  support  and  renair  it,  it  should  rererl  to  the 
States  through  which  it  passes.  And  he  could 
not  think  that,  for  the  sum  of  $9,000,  it  was  ex- 
pedient to  draw  into  discussion  a  Constiiulional 
question  of  doubtful  construction.  After  so  large 
a  sum  had  been  expended,  so  far  beyond  the  amount 
(hat  was  originally  contemplated,  he  Ihonght  it 
was  time  to  put  an  cod  to  these  appropriations. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  explained  Ihe  manner 
in  which  ibis  provision  had  been  introduced  into 
the  appropriation  bill,  which  was  in  consequence 
of  a  resolution  of  the  House  directing  tbe  Com- 


DigmzcdbyGoOglC 


1481 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1482 


April,  1B2S. 


General  Apptvpriatwn  1 


mittee  of  W^ys  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  ez- 
pediencjr  of  apply  tog  the  unexpended  balance  of 
former  appropriations  for  this  purpose.  That  com- 
mittee had  obeyed  tbe  direction  of  the  Honse,  and 
they  thought  themselves  justified  in  thai  course 
when  they  knew  tbal  $1,000,000  had  been  ex- 
pended by  the  United  States  in  constructing  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  that  it  was  now  in  a  state 
of  dilapidation.  All  the  items  of  that  amount  had 
been  made,  from  time  to  time,  in  tbe  appropria- 
doa  bills.  The  committee  thought  that  sum  would 
be  well  applied  in  repairing  and  protecting  what 
it  had  cost  so  large  a  sum  to  construct.  The  su- 
perintendent had  neen  consulted,  and  it  appeared, 
nrom  his  statements,  that  the  road,  owing  to  the 
torrents,  &c.,  in  that  mountainous  country,  will 
soon  be  impassable,  unless  tbe  necessary  repairs 
are  made.  The  question,  therefore,  is,  whether 
you  will  throw  away  what  you  hare  already  done, 
rather  than  be  at  a  little  expense  to  sustain  it  7  It 
had  been  said  by  the  gentlemnn  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, (Mr.  FAaHELLT,)  that  those  who  live  upon 
it  ought  10  repair  it.  But  they  have  little  interest 
in  it.  It  b  those  who  pasa  a  great  distance  on  tbe 
toad  thai  have  the  greatest  interest  in  maintaining 
ii.  The  construction  of  this  road  had  done  great 
honor  to  the  nation,  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
now  be  abandoned. 


the  road,  would  now  influence  them  to  preserve 
it.  He  had  recently  travelled  it  and  be  fonnd  that 
tbe  first  part  made  wanted  but  little  repair.  That 
portion  of  it  which  was  more  recently  constructed 
naiuTally  required  aileniion.  The  hills  slide  down, 
and  the  road  is  filled  op,  so  that  repairs  are  neces- 
sary. '  Mr.  C.  contended  that  the  road  was  valu- 
able to  the  United  States,  inasmuch  as  it  rendered 
the  public  lands  more  accessible;  and  the  people 
of  the  West  had  a  right  to  expect  this  small  ap- 
propriation for  sucb  an  object.  If  a  large  appro- 
priation was  asked  for,  it  would  be  perhaps  expe- 
dient to  pause.  But  the  small  sum  of  $9,000  b 
all  that  is  now  required^  and  probably  not  even  so 
large  a  sum  as  that  will  be  necessary  in  future 
years,  after  the  road  shall  have  been  thoroughly 
coinpleted. 

Mr.  MALLtRT  was  also  opposed  to  the  motion 
to  strike  out  this  clause  of  the  section.  The  facts, 
he  observed,  were  familiar  to  the  House.  The 
Oovernment  had  expended  $1,800,000  on  this 
road,  and  the  policy  of  that  expenditure  had  been 
repeatedly  confirmed.  It  was  now  out  of  repair, 
and  there  were  no  means  provided  to  roaintam  it. 
The  first  question,  then,  was^  whether  it  was  an 
oli^ect  of  sufficient  consideration  to  authorize  this 
appropriation  7  It  was  admitted  to  be  tbe  great 
chain  to  bind  the  East' and  West  together,  and  for 
iheaccomplisbmeot  of  that  object  muchdepended 
on  the  facility  of  communication.  The  House 
had  been  called  on  in  this  very  bill  to  appropriate 
(he  sum  of  86,000  to  pay  John  Trumbull  for  a 
national  painting.  They  had  done  it.  And  was 
it  not  an  object  at  least  as  national  and  important 
to  preserve  the  great  avenue  to  the  West?  We 
annnaUy  appropriate  thousands,  said  Mr.  M.,  for 


Mr.  t 


lational  policy  and  munificence? 
When  we  appropriate  so  much  to  construct  tbe 
road,  he  thought  it  worthwhile  to  contribute  a 
I  to  save  it.  The  people  in  that  region, 
contended,  had  calculated,  and  prudently 
i:iiii;ijlated,  that  tbe  Government  would  not  be  at 
so  much  expense  to  construct  the  road,  and  then 
abandon  it.  He  thought  it  was  now  ungenerous, 
if  not  unjust,  to  disappoint  their  expectations.  The 
road  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg  was  a  great 
thoroughfare  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
it  was  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  people  of 
that  State  should  not  view  the  road  with  an  eye 
of  complacency.  It  was  correct.  It  was  natural 
for  them  to  regard  primarily  their  own  interests. 
But  the  nation liad  decided  m  favor  of  the  Cum- 
berland road,  and  he  thought  it  was  expedient 
that  Congress  should  not  now  depart  from  that 
decision. 

Mr.  Farhelly  replied,  and  contended  that  the 
road  was  not  in  itself  of  so  great  importance,  nor 
of  such  utility  to  the  West  as  had  been  represented. 
He  also  stated  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  the 
superintendence  of  the  road ;  but,  if  the  sum  now 
asked  for  should  be  granted,  it  would  probaUy  be 
squandered  as  the  former  appropriations  had  been, 
and  that  it  was  inadequate  to  tbe  accomplishment 
of  tbe  object  in  view,  of  effectually  repairing  a 
road  ISO  miles  long.  He  further  contended  that 
this  road  was  not  national  in  its  character  more 
than  any  other  road  that  was  used  by  the  public. 

Mr.  Stewart  rose  to  reply  to  the  gentleman 
last  up,  and  to  disclose  some  facts  that  were  with- 
in his  personal  knowledge  and  observation.  This 
road,  heobserved,  was  completed  the  last  Summer. 
Every  Consress,  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years, 
influenced  by  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy,  had 
appropriated  money  for  its  construction.  It  was 
now  asked,  merely  to  apply  to  the  reparation  of 
the  road  an  unexpended  oalance  wbicn  had  pre- 
vionsly  been  appropriated  for  its  completion,  and 
a  trifiing  sum  to  erect  a  bridge.  It  was  not  ex- 
pected, with  this  sum,  to  make  durable  repairs  of 
stone,  but  to  remove  obstructions,  Rnd  put  it  in 
passable  repair,  until  Congress  should  make  some 
permanent  provision  on  the  subject.  In  some 
places  the  hills  had  slipped  and  filled  tbe  road; 
in  others,  the  road  has  given  way  and  precipitated 
so  as  to  become  almost  impassable.  The  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  the  public  travel  and  ihe 
Eublic  mail  have  been  seriously  obstructed.  It 
ad  been  said  by  his  colleague,  ^Mr.  Farrelly,) 
that  the  people  living  on  tbe  road  should  repair  it. 
But  it  would  be  recollected  that  tbis  road  waa 
made  over  a  mountainous,  and,  to  a  considerable 
extent,  an  uninhabited  country.  A  considerable 
part  of  it  passes  through  Pennsylvania,  which,  as 
a  State,  is  known  to  Ik  hostile  to  it.  The  gentle- 
man (Mr.  F.)  bas  stated  that  it  is  destructive  to 
Pennsylvania  ;  she  has  $600,000  of  stock  in  her  . 
own  road,  running  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg; 
yet,  he  says  that,  if  the  road  could  not  support 
itself,  it  ou^ht  to  be  given  back  to  the  State  of 
PeniisylvaniB ;  this,  by  the  gentleman's  showing, 
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vouid  be  to  give  the  lamb  to  the  keeping  of  the 
Tolf.  Such  a  course  could  not  be  required  nor 
itutified.  This  was  a  national  road.  It  was  built 
for  a  national  [Hirpose,  and  in  a  spirit  of  na- 
tional munificence.  And  the  important  (juesiion 
before  us  now  is,  whether  ttie  whole  object  for 
which  the  expense  was  incurred  shall  beloil,  for 
want  of  a  Irtde  to  repair  and  preserve  it.  We 
have  been  told,  however,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  the 
money  heretofore  appropriated  has  been  impro^ 
erly  expended.  For  the  sake  of  argument,  be  il 
so;  and  what  then  1  Is  that  a  reason  for  aban- 
doning the  roadi  Lar{(e  sums,  also,  have  been 
appropriated  for  the  erecLon  of  the  spacious  build- 
ing in  which  we  siL  But  shall  we  stop  the  work 
because  it  may  be  suggested  that  some  of  the 
urenls  employed  had  been  unfaithful  to  their  (rust. 
Should  we  relinquish  the  complecion  of  this  stu- 
pendous fabric,  and  leave  it  roofless,  merely  be- 
cause there  may  have  been  extravagance  and  want 
■■      ■  nof  the 


of  economy  in  the  appli 

eys?    But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Farsellv)  says, 
that  this  load  is  not  iinpoctanl. 
On  this  subject,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  ad< 

some  facts  that  would  show  the  incorrect 

the  remark.  On  this  road,  most  of  the  goods 
with  which  the  Western  States  are  suppliedfrom 
those  on  the  Atlantic,  are  carried ;  and  on  this 
Ktad,  the  produce  of  the  West  is  transported  to 
the  East.  In  a  few  of  the  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  there  had  been  manufactuted,  in  a 
single  year,  371,000  barrels  of  dour,  and  29,000 
barrels  of  whiskey,  which  cost,  before  this  road 
was  constructed,  at  ^  per  barrel  to  transport  to 
Baltioiore  or  this  ctt^,  now  carried  for  $2  50 ; 
and  while  we  appropriate  millions  for  the  benefit 
of  the  merchant  who  expocis  it,  by  sujjporting 
navies,  ligblhouses,  foreign  agents,  and  ministers, 
will  you  do  nothing  to  aid  the  farmer  to  carry  his 
produce  to  your  shores  7    We  can  no  longer  com- 

Ete  with  our  more  western  neighbors  in  the  mar- 
t  of  New  Orleaiis.  We  are  compelled  to  turn 
to  the  Eaal.  In  Pittsburg,  there  has  been  paid  in 
a  single  year  two  millions  of  dollars  for  transpor- 
tation ;  Dot  the  carriage  that  then  cost  from  eight 
to  ten  dollars  per  cwt.  from  Baltimore  to  Wheel- 
ing, is  now  reduced  to  two  dollars  and  fiftv  cents. 
At  least  two-thirds  is  taken  off.  And  who  paid 
this  enormous  tax — for  a  tax  it  might  well  be 
cftUed  7  It  was  the  consumer.  The  merchant 
did  not  pay  it.  He  added  it  to  the  price  of  his 
goods,  and  the  people  of  the  West  were  compelled 
to  pav  it,  as  much  as  the  duties  by  which  the  na- 
tional Treasury  is  enriched.  This  road  was  also 
important,  Mr.  S.  contended,  lo  facilitate  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  Eastern  and  Western  Stales. 
It  was  an  important  feature  in  the  national  pol- 
ity to  smooth  and  soften  the  ragged  points  of 
difference  between  the  different  sectioos  of  the 
country,  and  to  create  a  mutual  dependence  of 
each  upon  the  other.  His  colleague  (Mr.  Fab- 
relly)  had  observed  thai  other  sections  of  the 
country  had  not  been  provided  for.  To  this  a 
leply  was  at  hand.  This  was  a  national  object, 
hut  the  Pennsylvania  road  was  a  State  object. 
The  New  York  canal  partook  of  both,  for,  though 


it  was  entirely  within  the  Stale,  yet  other  States 
also  participated  in  the  benefits  it  was  calculated 
to  produce.  This  road  could  never  have  been 
built  by  &  State.  Slate  funds  were  not  adequate 
to  such  an  object.  There  was,  therefore,  a  slrong 
and  a  fair  claim  upon  the  liberality  of  tne  people 
of  the  East— and  this  claim  was  fortified  by  the 
liberal  appropriations  which  the  House  bad  made 
by  this  very  bill  in  iheir  favor.  Almost  an  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  had  been  already  voted,  aad 
he  expected  an  hundred  thousand  doUaia  more 
would  be  voted  yesterday  for  the  erection  and 
maintenance  of  lighthouses  and  beacons,  and 
buoys.  All  this  was  right  and  proper.  He  (Mr. 
S.)  had  voted  for  it,  for  it  was  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  those  who  coast  along  your  shores. 
But  this  is  bottomed  on  the  same  principle  that 
we  ask  for  this.  The  one  is  to  travel  in  ships 
and  boats,  and  the  other  in  wagons.  The  surfoce 
over  which  they  pass  cannot  vary  the  principleof 
affording  them  facility,  safety,  or  aid.  The  ele- 
ment ofearth  is  as  much  privileged  for  protection 
as  the  element  of  water.  But  this  is  not  all. 
Not  only  lighthouses  are  erected,  but  causeways 
to  reach  them — and  what  are  these  but  roads? 
And  if  so  much  can  be  done  for  the  merchants, 
shall  nothing  be  done  for  the  farmers?  And  but 
yesterday  we  voted  to  send  a  Minister  to  Lisbon, 
at  an  expense  of  928,000.  Of  what  uk  were 
these  expenses  to  the  people  of  the  West  ?  But 
they  will  contribute  to  pay  the  expense,  and  pay 
it  cheerfully,  because  it  is  deemed  aeceasary  for 
the  welfare  of  a  part  of  the  political  lamily  with 
which  they  are  connected.  Largesums,  upwards 
of  $200,000  have  also  been  appropriated  to  defray 
the  expense  of  running  a  boundary  line — not 
much  longer  than  this  rood,  and  all  will  be  eoa- 
tentedly  borne  by  the  Western  people  if  they  are 
permitted  to  participate  in  the  national  bounty. 
It  has  been  said  that  money  has  been  squandered 
1  this  road.  He  (Mr.  S.)  would  not  again 
Tt  to  this  obieclion  but  lo  correct  an  impres- 
that  might  have  been  received  by  this  Houw. 
The  western  part  of  the  road  has  been  made  un- 
der ihe  direction  of  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Wil- 
liams, about  thirty-aijc  miles,  and  had  cost  up- 
wards of  $16,000  per  mile;  but  with  respect  to 
the  eastern  part  of  it,  which  had  been  built  under 
the  superintendence  of  Mr.  Shriver,  it  was  but 
just  to  say  that  he  had  performed  his  trust  with 
great  economy,  at  an  expense  of  less  than  $9,000, 
and  a  part  for  $6^400,  and  with  a  fidelity  and 
zeal  that  entitled  him  to  the  warmest  conunenda- 
tions.  It  was  due  to  him,  therefore,  to  rescue  him 
from  imputalions  that  were  calculated,  thou^ 
intended,  to  mislead  the  House.  Mr.  S.  said 
the  Constituttonal  right  to  make  this  appropria- 
tion had  been  called  in  question.  On  luis  point 
be  made  a  number  of  remarks.  He  said  the 
Cooititution  had  vested  in  Congress  the  right  "  to 
establish  post  roads."  On  .this  road  your  mail 
now  runs  daily,  and  have  you  do  right  to  repair 
and  protect  iti  Have  you  no  right  to  remove 
obelructions  which  the  Postmaster  General  offi- 
cially tells  us  has  rendered  it  impassable?  Tbs 
Constitution  has  also  giren  lo  Congress  the  pow- 
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er  to  regntate  commerce  "  between  the  States," 
as  well  as  with  fDrejgo  nations ;  and  does  not 
this  road  prtnnole  a  very  exteosive  aod  highly 
important  commerce  between  the  Atlantic  Stat^ 
uw  the  Western  world?  But  this  was  not  all : 
Mr.  S.  said  the  Coostitntion  further  gftve  the  | 
seoeral  power  "  to  proride  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  genovl  welfare;"  good  roads  were  often 
more  impotlsnt  as  a  means  of  defence  than  forts 
and  fortifications.  In  a  conntry  like  this,  sup-  I 
poTiing  a  small  Peace  Establishtnetit,  good  roads, ! 
Dy  which  the  military  means  and  physical  forces 
were  rapidly  conceotrsted  «t  the  point  of  attack 
were  immensely  importaot.  It  had  cost  during  j 
the  late  war  (1,000  each,  to  transport  a  number  I 
of  guns  to  the  frontier,  and  S^  per  barret  had 
been  paid  for  donr.  And  is  not  the  "  general 
wdfoie"  promoted  hy  this  toad,  connecting  and 
mtidng  the  East  and  WeSt  bv  the  lies  of  interest 
and  intercourse,  by  which  the  immense  monn- 
tains  which  have  been  pointed  at  as  the  line  of 
division  are  removed?  Mr.  B.  also  adverted  to 
the  cfHDpact  with  Ohio,  by  which  the  Govern- 
ment agreed  to  make  the  road,  in  consideration  of 
the  exemption  of  the  public  land  from  taxation —  ! 
itadded  to  the  value  of  the  public  lands  by  facili- , 
latiag  emigiaCioa  and  intercourae.  The  Western  : 
lands  bad  put  into  the  pnUie  Treasury  more  than 
thirty  millions  of  dollars,  and  woDtd  yield  as 
much  more ;  Knd  will  you  return  no  part  to  those 
who  have  paid  it,  but  expend  the  whole  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Atlantic  coast  and  foreign  com- 
merce, which  had  cost  this  nation,  io  sapport  of 
navies,  lights,  forts,  &c.,  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars?  Mr.  S.  tben  appealed  to  the 
liberality  of  the  East  to  grant  this  pittance  to 
their  Western  brethren  ;  to  the  West  he  appealed 
Io  save  their  people  from  taiatioa,  by  reducing 
the  cost  of  their  goods,  &c. ;  and  nia  colleagues* 
be  hoped  would  jield  ibeir  State  prejudices  to  the 
high  considerations  of  Datiooal  policy,  which 
should  alone  influence  upon  this  floor.  This 
road,  be  repealed,  had  been  completed,  at  an  ex- 
pense of  near  two  millions :  it  is  now  io  a.  state  of 
rapid  dilapidation ;  and  will  you  snfler  the  money 
and  the  road  to  be  lost  to  the  natioa  7  He  hoped 
a  policy  so  inconsistent  with  ibe  liberal  and  en- 
lightened views  of  those  who  had  comnlenced 
and  finished  this  great  work  would  not  be  adt^ted. 
Mr.  Baldwin  remarked  that,  whem  it  was  slated 
that  two  counties  had  prodoced  371,000  barrels  of 
Qmi  and  38,000  barrels  of  whiskey  in  a  year  for 
market,  he  thought  ii  was  loo  much  to  saji  that 
they  were  so  poor  that  ihey  could  oot  repair  the 
slip  of  a  hill  that  had  fallen  into  the  road.  When  ' 
a  particular  object  was  to  be  carried,  it  was  not 
nncommon  to  excite  a  clamor,  In  order  that  the 
real  question  might  be  lost  sight  of.  The  cry  of 
mad  dog  was  raised,  the  bettei  to  elude  inquiry. 
The  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  had 
talked  much  of  this  as  a  nalional  road  and  a  na- 
tional object,  and  of  the  illiberal,  local  views  of 
ihoae  who  oppose  it.  But  gentleman  should  recol- 
lect that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  the 
victims  and  the  favoritea  of  the  Government.  This 
road  had  gone  far  to  desolate  ninety  miles  of  the 


moontainous  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Was  it  then 
to  be  expected  that  it  could  be  viewed  by  thw 
State  with  indi^erence  ?  Kven  the  worm  thM 
is  trod  on  has  the  right  lo  Kroan.  When  the 
last  appropriation  was  made  for  the  Cumberland 
road,  a  pledge  was  given  that  no  more  should  be 
asked  for.  But  now  it  is  openly  avowed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Cimpbell,)  that  this 
IS  to  be  followed  by  future  appropriations,  aod  to 
be  sustained  by  the  nation  as  a  perpetual  charily. 
And  why  should  this  be  done  ?  If  it  is  so  valu- 
able, why  can  it  not  support  itself  7  Where  the 
Cumberland  road  passes  over  the  mountains,  the 
country  is  not  more  barren  than  the  coiresponding 
county  where  the  Pennsylvania  rogd  crosses  them. 
But  we  are  told  that  tuis  is  a  connecting  chain 
that  binds  lOKetber  the  East  and  the  West.  It  is 
a  singular  casin,  indeed,  that  is  broken  in  the 
middle.  Whaiistheaitaation  of  the  road  between 
Hagerstown  and  Boonsborongh  1  Little  betin 
than  a  mud  hole  or  a  swamp.  This  is  a  part  of 
the  chain.  And  where  are  the  chains  lo  connect 
tbeother  parts  of  the  country  ?  By  whatnatioiMl 
road  are  the  Ntwth  and  the  South  connected? 
What  national  road  runs  to  the  Bast  1  Is  this  the 
only  national  object  which  the  Government  is 
aiitnorized  to  foster  ?  The  House  are  now  to  de- 
cide an  important  question — Whether  a  part  at 
the  country  that  lives  upon  and  grows  rich  t>y  this 
road,  shall  he  exempted  from  the  expense  of  keep- 
ing it  in  repair  7  His  colleague,  (Mr.  SrawAaT,) 
had  stated  ibegreat  reduction  in  the  price  of  trana- 
porlation.  But  this  took  place  before  the  Com- 
berland  road  was  made,  and  was  owing;  to  other 
causes.  Mr.  B.  bad  other  objections  to  this  ap- 
propriation. Apptopriailon  bills,  the  House  had 
been  told  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  were  not  proper  IhIIs  for  lecia- 
latiou.  They  were  only  to  provide  for  the  fiilfil- 
ment  of  existing  laws.  But  now  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  have  converted  themselves 
into  a  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals.  An 
appropriation  bill  should  not  give  a  preference  of 
one  over  another ;  and  if  the  Comnuttee  onMatt- 
ufactures  had  introduced  a  bill  lo  establish  a  road 
leading  into  Pittsburg,  it  was  easy  to  divine  that 
something  would  be  beard  of  it  from  the  cbainnan 
onheCoramiUee  of  Waysand  Means.  But  when 
a  road  is  to  be  made  or  repaired  from  Cumberland 
to  Wheeling,  the  national  funds  cannot  be  with- 
held. The  effect  of  ibis  road  was,  Mr.  B.  observed, 
to  destroy  the  stock  in  the  other  roads  in  Peon- 
sylrania  j  and  how  would  gentlemen  feel  if  the 
whole  weirht  of  the  National  Treasury  was 
brought  to  bear  on  their  own  section  of  the  coun- 
try t  Mr.  B.  was  sensible  it  was  difficult  lo  resist 
this  measure — and  for  an  obvious  reason — it  af- 
fects injuriously  only  one  Qtate  in  the  Union  ;  bat 
that  Slate,  if  too  feeble  to  arrest  the  measure, 
would  at  least  be  allowed  to  protest  a^iost  the 
application  of  the  pnblic  money  for  a  private  and 
local  object^so  deeply  injurious  toils  own  interest. 
The  motion  to  strike  out  was  further  supported 
by  Mr.  Wooncocx,  of  New  York,  and  opposed  by 
Mr.  Whiqbt,  and  Mr.  Warheld,  when  the  quea- 
tion  was  taken  thereon,  and  carried — ayes  70. 
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Mr.  CoNDCCT  IheD  niOTed  to  strike  out  the 
clause  prorid[Dg  for  the  erection  of  a  wooden 
bridge  over  the  Monongahela  river,  where  llie 
Cumberland  road  crosses  the  same  at  Brownsville. 
Tbe  motion  nas  supported  bv  Mr.  Milnoh,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  F.  Jones,  vhen 
the  question  was  taken  thereon  and  carried — ayes 
-80,  noes  38. 

The  bill  having  then  been  gone  through  with, 
Mr.  Baldwin  proposed  to  amend  the  section,  by 
-adding  thereto  a  clause,  the  purport  of  wbieh  was 
■to  have  the  year  commence  and  end  in  the  month 
'Of  April  annually  instead  of  January,  (so  far  as 
i^^rds  salaries,  but  not  contingencies,)  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  inconveniences  that  were  now 
often  and  severely  felt.  The  question  was  taken 
on  the  motion  and  negatived~5S  to  53. 

Mr.  Tracy  proposed  an  amendment  of  the  bill 
in  relation  to  the  compensation  to  the  messengers. 
When  he  first  agitated  that  subject,  his  object  was 
not  to  reduce,  but  to  dfjtne  their  compensatiou. 

The  Cbaihman  decided  that  the  blank  having 
been  filled  by  the  committee,  it  was  not  competent 
to  propose  a  different  sum,  unless  that  vote  snould 
be  previously  reconsidered,  and  that  il  was  not 
competent  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote, 
because  more  than  one  day  had  elapsed  since  the ' 
TOle  was  taken.    The  decision  was  acquiesced  in. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHB,  of  North  Carolina  then  moved 
■n  amendment^  the  purport  of  which  was  to  ex- 
clude and  prohibit  alt  allowance  from  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  War  Department  being  made 
to  the  Surgeon  General  for  quarters  and  fuel. 

This  moiion  was  supported  by  the  mover 
Mr.  CocEB,  and  opposed  by  Messrs,  FuLLtn, 
DwioHT,  McDuFFiE,  Walworth,  and  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  but  before  any  decision  was  had  defi- 
nitely tbereoa  the  Committee  rose  and  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

MoNDAT,  April  8. 

Mr.  Bdhton  submitted  to  the  House  a  printed 
copy  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina^  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
corporate a  company,  entitled  '  The  Roanoke  Inlet 
Compaoy,'  and  for  other  purposes." — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  Stevenson  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
millers,  and  owners  of  mills,  in  the  county  of 
Loudon,  and  State  of  Virginia,  praying  that  cer- 
tain regulations,  therein  specified,  may  be  adopted, 
respectmg  the  inspection  of  flout  in  the  town  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Stevenson  also  presented  a  memorial  of 
sundry  freeholders  and  other  inhabitants  of  Alex- 
andria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that 
the  code  of  jurisprudence,  framed  by  William 
Cranch,  Esq.,  Chief  Judge  of  theCircuit  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  and.  for  said  District,  may  be 
considered  and  adopted. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee fo(  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Expenditures  on  tlie  Public  Buildings, 
made  «  report  in  relation  to  advances  made  by, 
and  to  a  balance  doe  from,  the  late  Commissioner 


of  the  Public  Buildings ;  which  was  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Seboeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  letters  patent  to  Richard  Holden ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Serqeamt,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  letters 
patent  to  Joshua  Garsed;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Denison,  from  the  Committee  on  Expen- 
ditures in  the  Post  Offic^  reported  a  bill  further 
regulating  the  compensation  of  postmasters,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  fur- 
ther appropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  year  1889,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Russell,  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill 
supplementary  .to,  and  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  passed  the  8d  of  March,  1799, 
and  to  repeal  an  act  supplementary  thereto,"  were 
discbwed  from  the  consideration  thereof;  and 
(he  billwas  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Tavlob  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Haohed,  Thai  ■  camoiittee  be  appoialed,  jaintty 
wilh  auch  committee  ■■  may  be  appoiated  bj  the 
Senite,  to  iaqaire  and  report  nbat  buiineu  noir  de- 
pending before  the  mpociire  Houiei,  ought  to  be 
«cted  upon  during  the  present  seHtan. 

Mr.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
by  making  the  committee  consist  of  one  memUo' 
from  each  State,  which  was  negatived;  and,  after 
a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Ross  and  Cannon,  the 
resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  was  ordered 
(0  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Patterson,  of  New  York,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  viz : 

Reaoked,  That  the  Secretary  of  Bute,  the  Secretary 
of  the'  Treaaury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and  tbs  Poilmuler  General,  be  required 
to  report  to  Ihie  House,  on  the  fital  day  of  the  neit 
■CMion,  Ibe  number  of  inperinlendenta,  aaiigtante, 
deputies,  comptrollers,  auditors,  derki,  and  meieen- 
gera,  retained  in  their  respective  depaitmenta;  and 
nhetber  any.  of  ihcm,  and  if  any,  how  many  of  them, 
■re  unnecessary,  inefficient,  auperannuatEd.oi  engaged 
in  other  pursuite  or  profeaaiona,  in  no  wise  rrUting 
to  the  public  aeiTJce  ;  and,  also,  nbelher  they  canuot 
adopt  a  tuore  efficient,  as  veil  aa  a  more  economical 
orgsuization  orthoir  reapective  depaitmenta. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WiLUAMa,of  Norih  Can^na, 
the  Committee  on  Miiitarj'  Affiiirs  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting,  by 
law,  any  allowance  for  quarters  and  fuel  to  the 
SurgeonGreneral,  or  other  staff  officers  of  the  army, 
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who  are  paid  salaries,  or  a  slated  sum  of  money 
per  annain,  for  their  serrices. 

The  resolution  submiited  on  Saturday,  by  Mr. 
CocEEj  calling  for  iafonnation  relative  to  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  missions  to  foreign  Courts,  was 
taken  into  consideration,  and  adopted. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  to  revire  and  coutiuue  in  force  certain  acts 
for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the  Territory 
of  Miebigftn :  Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
said  tall  ne  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Reuben  Hickman  and  Fielding 
Hickmao. 

Mr.  Hdbbard  asked  to  be  permitted  to  record 
his  Tote,  at  this  time,  on  ibe  question  taken  on 
Thursday,  tbe  28th  ultimo,  ttn  the  question  to  con- 
cur in  the  first  resolution  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union, 
and  subjoined  (o  the  report  of  ihe  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  recommending  a  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  the  late  Spanish  American 
provinces ;  allegiog  thai  indisposition  prevented 
his  attendance  on  that  day  and  until  the  present; 
and  the  House  having,  by  unanimous  consent, 
gfaaied  the  permission  asked  for,  hi 


TEBRITOHr  OF  FLORIDA. 

A  Message  from  the  PHESincNT  or  the  UittTEn 
States,  received  on  Saturday  last,  was  read,  and 
is  as  follows: 
To  Ike  HooH  of  Rtpraenialitu  of  the  Vnitcd  Statu  .- 

I  CDmmDniotii  hercnith  to  tha  HoDae  a  raport  tram 
the  Secretary  of  War,  cOQlsininf  the  information  re- 
ijDnled  b;  their  rcwlmion  of  tha  6th  nlltmo. 

It  msj  be  proper  Turther  to  add,  tbat  the  lecretsrie* 
of  both  the  Tercitories  hare  occasionally  requited  and 
leceired  the  aid  of  ihe  military  force  of  tha  United 
Butts,  aUtioned  within  them,  reipectively,  to  carry 
into  eflect  Ibe  acts  of  iheit  aalhonty. 

The  gDTerament  of  Eaal  and  Weal  Florida  nos, 
nadei  the  Spanish  dominion,  almost  excluiiTct;  mili- 
tary i  the  Goveinora  of  both  were  military  officers,  and 
nnited  in  their  persons  the  chief  authority,  both  civil 
and  military. 

The  principle  npon  which  the  act  of  Congms,  of 
the  Jast  aeaiion,  providing  for  the  temporary  govern- 
nenl  of  Ihe  nswly  ceded  provincei,  wa»  carried  into 
eiecDtion,  baa  been  communicated  to  CongreM  in  my 
Meaaage  at  tha  opening  of  the  aenion.  It  was  to  leave 
Ihe  ■nlhoiiliea  of  the  country,  aa  they  were  found  el- 
iding at  Ihe  time  of  the  ceanon,  to  be  axetciaed  until 
the  maating  of  Congteaa,  whan  il  waa  known  that  the 
intiodnetioD  of  a  system,  more  congenial  to  onr  own 
inatilntions,  would  b«  ooe  of  the  earliest  and  moil  im- 
portant iBbjects  of  iheir  dellbaraLoni.  Fmm  thia, 
among  other  obvious  conaideiationa,  military  officers 
ware  appointed  to  take  posaeeiion  ef  both  provinces. 
But,  aa  the  military  command  uf  General  Jackson 
was  to  cease  on  Ibe  lit  of  lune,  GenersI  Gaines, 
Ihe  officer  next  in  commsnd,  then  here,  who  wsj  fint 
designated  to  uke  poMcseion  ofEaat  Florida,  received 
from  me  a  verbal  direction  to  give  such  effect  to 
any  reqnMilion  from  the  Governor  for  military  aid,  to  en- 
Ibrca  hU  antbority,  as  the  clrcamataneai  might  require. 


It  was  not  fbreseen  that  the  commsnd  in  both  the  pro- 
vince* woold,  before  farther  legislation  by  Congreas 
on  that  subject,  devolve  upon  Ihe  lecretarie*  of  the 
Terrilories,  bni,  had  il  been  fbreisen,  the  same  direc- 
tion woald  have  been  given  ai  applicable  to  them. 

No  nolhorilj  has  been  given  to  either  of  the  aecre- 
tariaa  to  iaaue  commands  to  that  portion  of  the  Army 
which  ia  in  Florids ;  and  whenever  the  aid  of  the  mil- 
itary has  been  required  by  them,  it  has  been  by  writ- 
ten requisilions  to  the  officer*  commanding  the  troops, 
who  have  jielded  compliance  thereto,  doubtless  ander 
the  direclions  received  from  General  Qaiaes,  u  under- 
stood by  him  to  ba  authorized. 

Shortly  before  the  meeting  of  Congreas  a  letter  was 
received  at  tba  War  Dapartmeai  IVom  Colonel  Brooke, 
the  officer  commanding  al  Pensacola,  requesting  In- 
Btrnctions  how  fsr  he  was  to  consider  these  requisitions 
as  auihoritativa ;  but  tiie  aasurance  that  a  new  organ- 
isation of  the  government  was  immedistaly  to  be  an- 
Ihoriied  by  Congress,  ws*  a  motive  for  superseding 
any  specific  decision  upon  the  inquiry. 

JAMEa  MONROE. 

WxBBinToir,  vtjm/6,  1S3S. 

Wab  DsrtaTNEKT,  March  S3,  1823. 

Sib:  The  Secrelarj  of  Wsr,  to  whom  was  lefetrad 
the  resolution  of  Ihe  House  of  Representative*,  re- 
questing Ihe  President  of  (be  United  States  lo  inform 
the  House  "  *betliet  that  portion  or  tba  United  State* 
Army,  now  in  Florids,  i*  commanded  by  the  officers  of 
the  said  .^rmy,  or  by  the  Secraui;  of  the  Territory ; 
and  if  by  (be  latter,  by  nhst  authority  is  be  invested 
with  such  command,"  has  the  honor  to  tranemit  a  re- 
port of  the  Adjutant  General,  which  furnishes  all  the 
information  in  thia  Department  in  relation  to  the  aab- 
jcct.     I  have  tba  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

The  Pbisidxbt  of  the  U.  3. 

AstcTiKT  GiBiaiL's  Oirici, 

Wei&ingfon.  MareK  Kl,  I83S. 
Sia:  In  reply  to  yont  oommnnication  of  the  Slat 
instant,  transmitting  a  resolution  of  the  House  ofRap- 
rasentatives  of  tha  6lfa,  I  have  lo  report,  ihat,  from  Ihe 
ratiuDa  in  tba  Adjutant  General's  Office,  il  appears 
that  tba  troop*  now  in  Florida — those  at  Penssctja  and 
tiL  Mark's — were  ander  the  command  of  Colonel  J. 
R.  Fenwick,  and  those  at  St.  Angustine  and  Amelia 
Island,  under  Iha  command  of  Lieuteosnl  Colonel 
Bustis. 

It  does  not  appear,  from  any  returns  or  reports  in 
this  office,  that  the  secrelarie*  of  Florida  have  eier- 
cieed  any  command  over  the  troop*  within  thai  Ter- 
ritory.   I  have  the  honor  to  ba,  dtc 

JAMES  GADSDEN, 
Colonel  and  Adjutant  Gtturol. 
The  Sac 


COMMISSIONER  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 
Mr.  Bi.ACELEnfiE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildings,  who  were  instructed  ''  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  transferring  the  duties  here- 
tofore performed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pub- 
lic Buudings  to  the  principal  Architect,"  made  a 
report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill  fixing  Ihe 
compeasaiion  of  the  said  Commissioner;  which 
bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 
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Tli«  Commitlea  on  the  Public  Buililinga,  U>  wliom 
wu  rafarml  m  raMlotion  of  the  !d  of  April  iaiUnt, 
direclinx  an  inqair;  to  be  niile  "  inlo  the  expediency 
of  Uantfimng  the  dulicf  hcrelofaie  peifoimed  by  tbe 
CommiMioQcr  of  the  Public  BuilJinge  to  the  principal 
aichitocl,"  leporl : 

That,  by  an  act  of  CongreH,  paHeil  on  tbe  16th 
•lay  of  July,  ITW,  the  Preaident  of  the  United  SulM 
iraa  authoriied  to  appoint,  and  keep  in  appointment 
ao  long  a*  might  be  neccaMUy,  three  commiiaianera, 
•rhoae  duty,  among  other  ihingi,  it  wai  made  by  the 
■aid  act,  (according  to  ouch  plana  aa  the  Preaident 
abould  approTc,)  to  provide  auitable  bnildinga  for  the- 
accnmiiiochlian  of  Congreaa,  and  of  tbe  Frendent,  and 
for  tbe  public  officea  of  the  (jOTamment  of  the  Uottad 
SlatM.  The  office  of  the  commiaMonera,  created  by 
the  aboiwnanlionad  act,  waa  aboUdied  by  an  act  of 
Congreaa  paeaed  on  tbe  fiiat  day  of  May,  A.  D.  laoS; 
and  the  aniuia  of  the  cily  of  Waahinglon,  whicb  bad 
been  aDdcr  the  care  and  nperinlandence  of  the  com- 
Diiaaionera,  were  placed  under  tbe  direction  of  a  anper- 
intendenl,  appointed  by  and  acting  nnder  the  eontrol 
of  tbe  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea.  The  anperin- 
tmdeol  waainfeited  with  all  the  poirer*,  and  charged 
with  the  performance  of  all  tbe  dntiei  of  the  commia- 
aioner*,  by  or  in  lirtue  of  any  act  of  Congreaa,  or  any 
act  of  tbe  GanenI  Aeiembly  of  Maryland,  or  any  deed 
or  deeds  oftrual  Iromlbe  original  proprielori  of  tbe 
lota  in  the  laid  city,  or  in  any  otbtr  manner  vhatever. 
The  salary  of  the  anperintendent  wai  Gied  by  the  act 
of  3d  March,  1803,  at  tweUe  bnndred  dollara  per  an- 
nnm,  beiidea  contingent  eipenaea. 

B5  the  act  of  April  SUib,  1B06,  the  office  of  aaper- 
inteodent  naa  aboliabed,  and  tbe  Preaident  of  tbe 
United  Statea,  by  and  nitbthe  oonaant  of  the  Senate, 
naa  required  to  appoint  one  commiationer,  wbo  ahall 
hold  aa  other  office  under  (be  authority  of  tbe  United 
Slatca;  who  ia  allowed  a  salary  of  two  tbonaaud  dol- 
lara, and  who  aball  perform  all  the  duties  with  which 
the  three  commiauDners  wero  charged,  and  the  dnlie* 
of  tbe  anperintendent.  It  ia  tlu  dntj  of  the  Conmis- 
aiooer  of  the  Pabtic  Bnildinga  toaelact  and  appoint  tbe 
anhittcl  and  all  otiter  agent*  engaged  in  the  public 
btdidinga,  to  Ax  their  eompenaalion,  to  delarmine  the 
number  and  deacriplion  of  workmen  to  b«  employed, 
and  their  pay,  to  provide  and  parehaae  matenala,  to 
inspect  the  ^ans  and  aiecation  of  the  woii,  and  to 
have  the  general  lafntation  uid  auperiBtendsiiee  of 
iba  whole.  It  ia  his  duty  to  make  all  tbe  djabnrae- 
mont*  of  money,  either  on  account  of  labor  or  mala- 
riola,  to  procure  regular  voacbeta  for  the  rame,  and  to 
account  at  tbe  Treanory  for  all  anma  appropriated  lo 
objects  within  bit  department.  It  ia  alao  hia  du^,  as 
superintendent  of  tbe  city  of  Waabington,  to  lee  that 
the  plan  and  regnlations  are  obMrved,  to  attend  to  the 
sale  of  pablic  lota,  to  collect  and  aecounl  fbr  tbe 
ptooeeda  thereof,  to  make,  under  certain  drcum- 
staneaa,  alreeti  through,  and  footwaya  in  Iroat  of, 
the  public  grounds,  and  to  hate  the  cere  and  manage- 
ment of  thoae  grounda.  Itia  also  understood  that 
United  Statea  are  paitiea  to  the  aoTeral  suiU  now 
nauding  to  try  the  right  to  the  property  in  the  dty  of 
Waabington,  of  a  conaiderable  amount,  tbe  Ban  and 
management  of  which  aoita  appertain  to  the  Commie- 
aiooer  of  the  Public  Bnildinga.  It  may  not  be  thought 
inclevant  here  to  refer  to  a  report  made  by  tbe  Com- 
miaaioner  of  Publie  Bnildinga,  to  tbe  Houae  of  Hepra- 
■e&tativea,  during  tha  preaent  leaaion,  in  relation  lo 
the  public  landa  in  the  city  of  Waabington,  by  which 


it  appeara,  "  ibat  of  tbe  boibJing  lota  tben  remain  on- 
eold  aboot  tbe  number  of  G.IGO,  tbe  tcMrTations,  con- 
taining together  Ml  aeraa,  I  rood  and  88  percbca,  or 
33,6S4,74S  aquare  feel,  equal  to  4,479}  standard  loUj 
"that  the  average  price  of  the  public  lota  heretofore 
■old  is  $teO  per  lot,  nnd  at  tbia  valuation  tbe  whola  of 
tbe  grounda  belonging  lo  the  United  States  in  the  dty  of 
Washington  amount  to  one  million  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-three  tbouHOd  tbree  hundred  and  ten  dollars." 
There  is  no  aueb  officer  created  by  law  aa  an  architect 
of  the  public  building*,  but  it  ia  the  duly  of  Uie  Com* 
miaaioner  of  PuUic  Buildings  to  employ  an  architect, 
when  neceiaarj,  aa  it  ia  hia  dotj  likewise  to  taafltj 
all  other  neceaaary  agent* ;  and  when  the  public 
building*  aball  be  completed,  the  aervicea  of  an  archi- 
leci  may  be  dispensed  with.  From  tbe  view  whicb 
the  cmnmillee  have  taken  of  the  dutie*  of  Uie  Cam  mis 
aioner  of  tbe  Public  Buildings,  taking  into  oenaidera- 
tion  tbe  quantity  and  value  of  the  public  property  sub- 
ject to  bi*  care  and  manageiDeDt,  they  caniuit  raaiat 
the  impreasion  that  tbe  office  is  a  necessary  one,  that 
ita  dutwi  are  important,  and  that  il  is  inexpedient  10 
transfer  them,  as  propoaed  by  the  reaolution.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  being  aniioua  to  retrench  the  expen- 
diture o(  the  public  money,  where  ii  may  be  done  with- 
oot  sacrifice  of  the  public  iulereat,  ind  believing  that 
the  duties  of  the  Commisiioner  of  the  Public  Buildings 
are  leaa  atJuoua  than  they  fbrmeriy  were,  in  conae- 
qoence  of  the  progress  made  towanl*  tbe  eompletioil 
of  the  building*,  recommend  a  reduction  of  tbe  ^lary 
of  the  Commiiaioner  10  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollara  pel  annum,  and  fbr  that  purpose  have  directed 
that  a  bill  be  reported. 

PAY  OP  ARMY  AND  NAVY  0FFICEK8. 
Mr.  CoHDicT  submitted  the   followiog  resols- 

RaoJxed,  That  tha  Comaiittae  on  Military  AAin 
be  itulructed  to  inquire  and  to  report  to  thia  Uovae 
what  amount  of  oompeaaation  ia  paid  by  tha  United 
Statea  10  an  army  officer  of  each  grade,  from  tha  rank 
of  iD*jor  general  down  lo  tbe  loweat  comiuiMonad 
officer,  inclndiog  tbe  staff  appointmenta ;  dialinguiab- 
ing  lbs  monthly  or  annual  pay'lton  tbe  maneiya  paU 
for  rations,  forage,  qnartei*,  fiiel,  truuportaliitn,  or 
perqaiaitas  of  any  other  daacnption,  and  the  aavetal 
anma  allowed  for  each  ilem. 

JUtflaal,  That  tbe  OommitUe  on  Naval  KSkin  be 
ioitructed  to  inquire  and  report  what  amount  of 
compcaiation  ia  paid  lo  Naval  officen,  inoloding  the 
Manna  Corp*,  from  tbe  highest  (o  the  loweat  grades 
inclusive ;  diatinguiabing  the  monthly  or  aionual  pay 
from  dl  other  payments  or  paiquiaite*  of  any  descrip- 
tion, and  tbe  several  auma  allowed  for  each  item. 

Mr.  CocKB  was  ia  feyor  of  tbe  object  of  the  iw- 
olaliona,  but  he  believed  them  to  be  UDBecessur, 
because  tbe  iaformation  they  coDtaiDedwmaalreadf 
in  the  posseMion  of  the  Honae. 

Mr.  EuBTis  also  opposed  ihe  resolnlions,  as  be- 
ing unnecesaary ;  and  he  staled  that  the  Miliiur 
Committe*  had  called  on  one  of  the  Departments, 
and  found  that  ii  had  been  occupied  twenty  davs 
in  making  out  a  reply  to  a  call  Tor  information  by 
a  member  of  this  House,  which,  with  the  piint- 
iag,  would  cost  the  nation  from  five  lo  seven  ibon- 
saitd  dollars.  He  believed  this  information  was 
within  the  reach  of  every  member,  without  again 
calling  on  the  Depwimeni  for  it. 
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After  a  few  further  nmarlcE  bjr  the  mover,  the  j 
resolutions,  od  moiioa  of  Mr.  Condict,  were  or-  | 
dered  to  be  laid  oa  the  table. 

MONUMENT  TO  BARON  DC  KALB. 

Mr.  WaiGHT,  punuanl  to  notice,  asked  leave  to 

introduee  a  bill  to  erect  a  monumeDt  to  tbe  mem- 

Dtyof  thelateBaroQ  De  Kalb.     Mr.  W.prodaced 

the  proceedings  of  Coogrest  of  1780,  as  follows : 

Rttahtd,  That  ■  miMiHawit  b«  erected  to  the  mem- 
orj  of  tha  lata  Major  Gcaarat  Bamn  De  Kalb,  in  tha 
cilj  of  Aooapolia,  ia  tbe  State  of  Maryland,  with  the 
foHawjng  irMOiiptioD  .- 

Sacred  t«  the  Hemoi;  of  the  BaroD  De  Kalb, 

KDight  of  the  Rojal  Order  of  MjKtar;  Merit, 

Brigadier  of  tb«  Armiee  of  Fiance, 

Major  Oeneril  in  tha  Serrtce  of  the 

United  States  of  America. 

HarioK  served,  with  honor  and  repntationi 

for  three  jtm. 

He  gave  ■  last  ind  gloriona  proof 

of  hii  attachment  to  the  liberties 

of  mankind  and  the  catlse  of  America, 

la  the  ictioil  near  Camden,  in  tbe  State  of  B.  Caroliau, 

On  the  16th  April,  1780. 

Whaa,  leading  on  the  troops  of 

the  Alaijland  and  Delaware  Lines 

mgainat  superior  nnmbeti, 

Aod  awmattBg  them,  bj  his  example, 

10  deeds  of  lalor, 
Ho  wa*  piaioed  with  manj  wonnds, 
and  on  the  LQtbfiiOowing  eipirsd, 
in  tbe  48di  year  ^bis  age. 
The  Congms  of  the  United  States  of  Aneiiea, 
In  gratitade  tn  his 
aeal,  (cnieea,  and  mtaxx,  lu*e  decreed 
This  Monnnent. 
Maviiig  read  this  re^lulion,  Mr.  W.  said  he 
betieved  it  to  be  his  duty,  as  a  Representative  of 
the  State  of  Maryland,  to  fulfil  the  euga^emeat  of 
those  patriots  of  the  Revolution  who  achieved  our 
independeace,  in  a  case  like  this,  where  they  in- 
tended lo  honor  a  hero  of  a  foreign  clime,  who 
ihed  hia  blood  for  the  liberties  of  America;  espe- 
cially as,  in  doing  this,  they  perpetuate  the  services 
of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  lines,  who  distio- 
suished  ibemselves  on  that  occasion.    The  smalJ 
sum  requisite  to  do  this  business,  he  was  sure, 
would  not  influence  any  member  of  the  House 
agaiDst  carrying  into  cfl^t  the  gratefnl  intentions 
of  those  patriotawho  declared  us  independent.      . 
IThe  House  refused  to  consider  Mr.  W.'a  mo- 
tion—ayes 36.] 

TIME  OP  ADJOURNMENT. 

The  HoDse  then  took  into  consideration  the  res- 
olution from  the  Senate,  fixing  tbe  time  for  the 
idjonmment  of  Congress. 

The  resolve  was  so  amended,  on  motion,  as  to 
leave  the  time  of  the  adjournment  in  blank. 

Mr.  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  Gil 
ihe  blank  with  theSSth  day  of  the  present  month; 
and  he  made  a  number  of  remarks  to  evince  the 
expediency  of  tbe  motion  he  had  made. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  proposed  the  13tb  of 
May ;  and  be  ihooght,  froin  the  great  variety  of 


eonefude  tbe  pnhtic  bfuiness  at  an  earlio' 
period.  He  waa  opposed  to  an  earlier  meeting  at 
the  next  session ;  for  experience  had  shown  that 
one  week  towards  the  close  of  the  session  was 
more  valuable  for  the  doing  of  business  than  four 
at  the  commencement. 

Mr.  Walwobth  proposed  the  first  Monday  in 
May,  as  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  Sawteb  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CoNorcT  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  for  ten  days ;  which, 
after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Wricut,  was  modi- 
fied, at  thesuggestionof  Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia, 
so  as  to  move  to  postpone  it  to  Monday  next. 
When,  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  the  mi>- 
tioD  was  ne^ived — ayes  59,  noes  66. 

Mr.  Woou  was  in  favor  of  the  time  named  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland.  He  thought  the  gentle- 
men who  were  disposed  to  retrench  the  public 
expenditures  ought  to  be  willing  to  stay  here  and 
examine  the  subject;  and  he  believed  that  by  a 
due  and  proper  ezamination  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
eaiiraates  a  million  of  dollars  might  be  saved. 

Mr.  BasHBTT  named  the  fourth  Monday  of 

After  further  observations  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr. 
Stewart,  and  Mr.  Wrioht — 

Mr.  Sawter  named  the  15th  of  Haya.<i  the  day 
of  adjournment ;  which,  being  the  remotest  period, 
the  question  was  first  taken  thereupon,  and  n^ft- 
tived. 

The  motion  of  Mr-  Smith  was  next  in  order ; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereoD,  (viz :  the 
15th  of  May,)  the  same  was  negatived — ayes  70, 
noes  75. 

Mr.  Walworth's  proposition  (the  first  Mon- 
day in  May)  being  next  before  the  Honse — 

Mr.  CoLDEN  moved  to  change  the  day  of  ad- 
journment from  Monday  to  Saturday ;  and,  after 
a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  CnAMBER9~ 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  Gil  tbe  blank  with  the 
words  "  on  Wednesday,  the  8th  of  Mav  next." 

Mr.  Walker  proposed  Saturday,  the  11th  of 
May  next;  which  was  uegatived. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  Mr.  Little's 
motioD,  (the  8th  of  May,)  which  was  twt,  and 
carried— yeas  89,  nays  76.     And  by  u 
cooaent  the  resolntion  was  then  read  a  third  ti 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 


Mr.  RiissiiLL  made  the  followiog  («^t,  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Gomimttee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  CommitEee  on  Fureign  Afiain,  to  whaia  fas* 
been  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  SchielUia  aod 
Henry  E.  Sehie&lin,  bmving  duly  considered  the  ssoH, 
rq>ort:  That  a  report  was  made  to  the  HoDse,  bj  tbe 
Committee  of  Clsims,  at  the  first  session  of  the  aix- 
taenlh  Congress,  unlsvorable  to  tbe  ptajdr  of  the  peti- 
tioner*. To  that  report,  and  to  the  lepoit  of  the  Beo- 
retaiy  of  Slate,  of  the  61b  of  Jannaiy,  1830,  on  which 
it  was  foDodad,  and  to  tbe  dacamenli  died  by  the 
lattar,  your  committee  ask  leave  to  refer. 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1495 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


U96 


H.  OF  R. 


Ameriean  Property  tequiHraltd  in  England. 


April,  1822. 


Tbs  patitionen  now,  in  BubtlBnce,  atate  tbat,  finding 
by  the  rapoit  of  tha  Becictaiy  of  8la(e,  above  refsirnl 
to,  that  they  aie  "  preclnded  from  all  ratroapectiTe 
claima  on  the  BritUb  Goiemment  by  tha  lata  treaty  of 
peace,  and  that  (heir  claim  hai  naTer  been  preferred, 
and  tbua  being  depmeil  of  all  hope  of  remDnerntion 
from  that  GoTemmenl,"  Ihey  appeal  to  the  juitice  of 
the  GoiemmeDt  of  the  United  Stalea,  and  a*k  for  that 
relief  which  Cangrcn,  in  ila  niadom,  mtj  deem  proper 
to  grant. 

Your  cDtnmittee  are  of  opinion  (hat  ihe  report  of  the 
Bectetary  of  State  does  not  apply  to  the  caee  of  (be 
petitionera  nhen  it  itatea  Ihnt  "  il  wai  diitinetly  un- 
daratood  [by  tbe  rMpecliTe  partiaa  on  aigning  tbe 
Treaty  of  Uhenl]  (hat  no  retroapecl  wa>  to  be  taken 
on  either  aide  for  loaaei  occaatoaed  by  the  hoililittea 
incident  to  nar."  It  i>  not  necenary  to  infer,  from 
the  ob*ioDa  import  of  the  tcrma  here  n«ed.  that  the 
repoTl  appliea  only  lo  Joaiei  daring  the  war,  and  oeca- 
aioned  by  the  hoatilitiei  incident  to  (U  Tlie  docu- 
mcDta  now  before  the  public  furniah  preeiaa  and  eon- 
cluii*e  eridence  of  tbe  facta  on  which  that  report  waa 
founded. 

Id  the  projet  of  a  treaty  aubmitud  on  the  10th  of 
Na*ember,  1814,  by  the  American  to  tbe  BKtiah  Plen- 
ipotentiariea  at  Qhenl,  the  thirteenth  article  propoaad 
'■that  indemnity  ahall  be  made,  by  each  of  the  con- 
Uafting  partiea,  to  the  aubjeeta  and  dtiieni  of  the 
other  parly,  for  all  loaaea  and  damagea  anatained  aub- 
aequent  to  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  by 
retaon  of  aeizara  oi  eondamnatioD  of  Teaaela  oi  car- 
goea  belonging  to  Ihe  subjects  or  citizena  of  the  ona 

Strty,  which,  in  tbe  ordinary  couree  of  commerce, 
•ppcned  to  be  in  the  porta  of  (he  other  party ;  and  by 
reason  of  the  deatraction  of  unfortified  towns,  and  tbe 
pillage  or  deatruclion  of  private  property,  and  the  en- 
ticement and  carrying  away  of  negraea,  contrary  to 
tbe  known  and  eitabliihed  rules  and  uaagea  of  war 
Iwtw«en  ciiiliied  nations."  To  this  part  of  the  article 
the  British  Plenipotiintiaries  would  not  aaaent,  ai  may 
be  seen  in  (heir  na(e  to  the  American  Minialars  of  the 
Seih  of  November  of  the  same  year.  The  Amei 
Hinistere,  in  reply  to  that  note,  on  tbe  30tb  of  tbe 
same  month,  felt  thomsaltea  obliged  to  acquieice  in 
tbis  deciaion  of  tbe  other  paity,  and  lo  aay  that  tbey 
"will  decline  inajating  upon  so  much  of  Ihe  tbirleenib 
article  aa  relates  lo  indemnity  tor  insaes  and  damagea 
aubieijnent  to  the  commencement  of  tbe  present  war.'* 
Afker  thi*  dissent  on  the  part  of  the  British,  and  tbii 
acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  American  Plenipoten 
tiarie*,  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Btale  might  well 
aay  that  there  waa  a  mutual  underalanding,  which 
would  bsTB  rendered  it  obviously  uaeleaa  lo  urge,  after 
the  conclosioD  of  the  tresty,  claimathui  unequivocally 
ezelnded  before.  Still  your  coinmittee  do  not  con- 
aider  that  report  aa  applicable  to  the  claim  of  the  peti- 
tionera ;  firat,  because  thai  claim  eiiated  prior  to  the 
war ;  and  aeeondly,  if  it  bad  not  w  existed,  it  doe 
come  within  the  lerma  or  apirit  of  any  of  the  eases 
thus  excluded. 

Tbe  property  claimed  by  tbe  petilionen  was,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  abowing,  captured  and  con- 
demned by  the  British  in  1808 ;  tbe  sentence  of  con- 
demna^on  reversed  by  the  high  court  of  admiralty  in 
ISIO ;  and  the  liquidation  being  delayed  until  the 
declaration  of  war  by  tbe  United  States  in  1812,  tbe 
properly  waa  then  sequestered,  and  declared  1 
lawlal prize  (o  the  King  in  1813,  "although  taken 
prior  lo  boslilitiea." 


The  daim,  tbereforr,  of  the  petitioners  originated  in 
1808,  long  before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and, 
remaining  unliquidated  and  onpaid,  had  never  ceased 
ist,  and  thence  cannot  be  considered  aa  •  cbum 
•sea  and  damages  sustained  subsequent  to  the 
Tbe  war  merely  changed  the  professed  inCen- 
of  the  British  Government,  and  sobstituled 
prompt  confiscation  for  wbul  strongly  resembled  it  in 
eflec^  indefinitely  delayed  restilution,  and  tbaa  con- 
eummated  a  loaa  which  had  long  before  been  anatained. 
If  the  loBS  of  tbe  petitioner*,  bowevM-,  can  be  con- 
aidered  as  austained  sobsequent  to  tha  commencement 
of  the  war,  still  it  cannot  be  brought  within  either  of 
tbe  two  claaaas  of  caaea  described  in  the  thirteenth  ar- 
ticle above  cited,  on  which  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  waa  obviously  founded,  and,  of  couree,  cannot 
involved  in  the  fate  of  those  cases. 
As  the  only  reaaon  assigned  by  the  petitionera  l<>r 
bringing  their  claim  again  before  Coogreaa  being  (be 
inference  which  they  erroneously  drew  from  tbat  re- 
port, (hat  this  claim  bad  bean  "  precluded  by  the  late 
treaty  of  peace,  and  never  preferred,"  your  committee 
bslieve  that,  in  abowing,  as  they  have  done,  [bat  tbis 
report  does  not  apply  to  tha  ease,  they  lake  from  the 
petitioners  the  only  reason  which  Ihey  have  assigned 
for  again  presenting  their  claim  to  this  House. 

Your  committee,  however,  entirely  disposed  to  give 
ample  proof  of  Ihe  sgnrit  with  which  this  investigslioa 
it  pursued,  do  no!  confine  themselves  to  this  view  of 
Ihe  subject.  Should  the  pelilioners  be  able  hereafter 
to  show,  which  it  is  believed  they  cannot,  that  their 
claim  for  indemnity  is  for  a  loss  aubsequent  to  the 
commencement  of  hoatilitiea,  and  that  it  was  fairly 
within  the  description  of  the  easts  which  the  American 
Ministers  nodentood  to  be  abandoned,  still,  aa  this 
abandonment  was  manifestly  the  reaull  of  imperioni 
necessity,  it  could  authoriie  no  demand  on  this  Gov- 
ernment for  compensation. 

Aa  your  commitlee  bava  considered  the  claim  now 
under  eiamioation  not  lo  be  for  a  loss  aabsequent  to 
tbe  commencement  of  hostilities,  and,  conaequaolly, 
that  it  must  be  for  a  loss  sustained  prior  to  that  epoch, 
tbey  will  now  endeavor  to  show  tnat  the  petidonen 
have  no  right  to  aak  of  this  Government  any  compen- 
sation for  a  loea  so  austained. 

In  the  firetclaoseof  Ihe  projetof  alreaty  of  the  IDth 
of  November,  1814,  already  cited,  the  American  Uin- 
ialera  require  "  that  indemnity  ahall  be  made  by  Hia 
BriUnnie  Majesty  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  Suies 
for  all  losses  and  damages  sustained  by  them  during 
the  late  war  between  Great  Britain  and  Fra.nce,  and 
prior  10  the  commencement  of  the  present  war,  bj 
season  of  irregular  or  illegal  captures,  seiinrea,  or 
condemnations  of  vessels  and  other  property,  under 
color  of  aathoitty,  and  contrary  to  ihe  known  and 
eatablisbed  rules  of  the  law  of  nations." 

This  dauae  dearly  embraces  (he  case  of  tbe  peti- 
tioners. It  was,  however,  like  the  remainder  of  that 
article,  pronounced  to  be  "  inadmissible"  by  the  Britidl 
commissioners  ;  yet  tbe  Americsn  Plenipolenliariesdid 
not  abandon  tbe  claims  which  it  embraced,  hut,  in 
waiving  them  at  (hat  lime,  they  eipllcitl;  slate,  in 
their  note  of  the  30th  November,  nlready  cited,  that 
they  do  so  with  an  understanding  tbat  ■ '  the  rights  of 
boUi  Powers,  on  the  subjecl  of  seamen,  and  thedaims 
of  (he  dtiiena  and  subjects  of  tbe  two  contracting  par- 
ties to  indemnities  for  losses  and  damages  sustained 
prior  to  tbe  commencement  of  the  war,  ehall  not  be 
affected  or  impaired  by  the  omiaaion  in  tbe  trea^  of 
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taj  (pedUe  pRrtinoD  with  mpact  to  ihcN  Mo  aDb* 

Thii  deeUratlon  dd  tha  pail  of  the  Anerion  eon- 
miMoDen  wu  coDiidered  \>j  them  to  be  Ibrmal ;  tor, 
in  rcfcrriDK  to  it  in  their  ileapatch  lo  the  Becretai;  of 
State  of  the  2Sih  of  December,  I8U,  the  ver;  next  da? 
alter  the  treaty  wu  lignait,  tba;  wy,  "  In  ileciining  to 
iaaiat  on  the  aiticle*  reapectiag  impreument  and  in- 
deiDDities,  we  made  a  formal  declaration  that  the  right* 
of  both  parties  on  Ihe  lubjectof  aeBmeD,  and  thecliima 
lo  indemnity  for  lowea  and  damigei  ■iistaineil  prior  to 
the  nimm  en  cement  of  the  war,  abould  not  he  affected 
or  impaired  t^  the  omiaaien  in  the  treat;  of  *  ipfciSe 
preiiaion  on  tbeie  two  aubjecti." 

To  prove  to  the  <iia*iciion  of  eierj  uaprejudiced 
minJ  that  the  American  MinJalera  at  Ghent  did  not 
(cue  to  ioiiat  on  the  cliima  of  onr  citiuna  on  the 
Briliah  Goiemment  for  iademnilj  for  loaaei  inatained 
either  berora  the  war  or  daring  ita  continnance,  nntil 
the  ta*t  boH  of  (ncceu  wia  exlingniehed,  your  com- 
mittee need  only  to  die  a  paragraph  of  the  note  of  the 
Britiah  Miniitera  of  the  26tb  of  NoTember,  1814,  on 
thi*  mbjecL  ThnI  paragraph,  eqoaily  applicable  lo 
\<tmtM  iDBUined  before  or  alter  the  cammencement  of 
boaliUtiea,  laya,  "  With  reapect  to  the  thirteenth  article, 
the  indemnification  propoeed  by  it,  t«  applied  lo  the 
actoal  circuDutaoce*  of  the  war,  are  io  unprecedented 
and  objectionable,  that  any  further  pereareranee  of  the 
American  plenipolentiariea  in  requiring  them  ia  nut 
anticipated  by  the  underaigned)  \(,  howaier,  contrary 
Ui  eipectatioD,  inilemnificatioDB  of  Lhia  kind  should  be 
nqaired,  alt  hope  of  bringing  the  negotiationa  lo  a  fa- 
locable  Luae  moat  prove  abortive.  The  underaigned 
are  inatrnctcd  explicitly  to  declare  that,  aa  their  Oov- 
ernmenl  makei  no  claim  oti  leeountof  loiaea  anatained 
bj  Biitiah  aobjeeta  ariaiug^  onl  of  a  war  declared  by 
the  Uniud  Stalea,  ao  neither  can  their  GoTeninienl 
agree  lo  make  compensation  for  loaaea  anatained  in 
■acb  a  war  by  the  American  people." 

Had  the  Ameriean  Ministera,  after  the  receipt  of  thia 
note,  pcraiated  in  adharing  to  an  article  requiring  in- 
demnity for  losaea  anatained  eitlier  bef<>re  or  after  the 
cooimencetnent  of  hoalilitiaa,  it  ia  maaifevt  that  Ihey 
miut  have  done  ao  at  the  imminent  haiard,  nay.  with 
the  ceiUinty,  of  protracting  indefinitely  the  eiiating  war. 

No  nation  ia  obliged  to  make  war,  or  lo  prolong  it 
■hen  it  exiata,  for  Ihe  advantage  or  accommodatian  of 
the  few.  The  whole  duty  of  a  QovarDmant  lowarda 
ita  dliicnB,  in  thia  reaped,  ia  to  aeek  redreaa  for  their 
wnMiga  by  anch  meana  only  ai  ahall  be  perfectly  con- 
■iitent  with  the  welfare  and  intereata  of  all :  of  Iheaa 
means  the  Government  is  the  sole  compatanl  judge, 
and  is  not  rcaponaibie  for  their  failure  in  produciog 
the  deaired  eBect  to  thoee  ibr  whose  apecial  benefit 
ihay  may  have  been  Died.  For  the  benefit  of  the 
present  petitioners  Iheaa  meana  have  been  employed 
by  the  Ameriean  Government  to  the  last,  and  relin- 
quiahed  only  when  it  became  obviously  neceaaary  ao 

tive  and  davaalating' War  with  the  foreign  aggreaeor. 
Still,  in  anbmitting  lo  thia  necesaily,  Ihe  American 
Commiaaioncra  did  not  consent  to  absndon  Ihe  claim 
of  the  pclitionen,  and.  far  from  ligaing  a  treaty  with 
m  undentanding  that  this  claim  was  ao  abandoned, 
they  made  a  formal  deelaratian  that  the  silence  of 
that  treaty  in  reapect  to  it  ahonid  not  aSect  at  im- 


inces,   could  bo  done  for   Ihe   pelilione 

igbl,  therefore,  at   laisl   to   laliafy  them   that  the 

American  Govarnmont  baa  nat,  by  neglecting  ita   do- 

1,  become  reaponaible  lo  them  for  indemnil*. 

This  ex  parte  declaration,  reserving,  perhapa,  on 
Ihe  part  of  this  Government,  Ihe  right  only  of  renew- 
ing hoatilitiea  for  the  attainment  oF  (he  objects  lo  which 
it  related,  whenever  snch  a  reaort  should  be  found  to 
pedieat,  onght  lo  be  conaidored  aa  renoancing, 
or  at  least  as  indefinitely  postponing,  Ibe  right  to  at- 
tain those  objecta  in  the  ordinary  forma  of  negotiation 
or  diplomatic  intercourse.  Your  committee  are,  there- 
fore, of  opinion  that  it  woald  afterwarda  have  been 
naaleaa,  and  alill  would  be  uaelesa,  and  thence  im- 
ir,  lor  the  American  Government  to  raaort  to 
meana;  and  that  the  patitionera  have,  therefera, 
no  jnat  eanae  lo  complain  if  their  claim  has  not  been, 

shall  not  be,  so  "  preferred." 

The  property  of  Ihe  petitionera  haa  never  been  taken 
by  lhia  Govarnmeat  Ibr  the  uae  of  the  American  ptlb* 
lie;  but  it  haa,  to  the  injury  of  both,  been  taken  and 
coofiacatcd  by  a  public  enemy.  For  the  pelitionera, 
therefore,  after  all  that  haa  been  done  for  them,  to  in- 
ile  a  claim  on  lhia  Government  for  indemnity  for 
anch  a  ioaa,  would  aeem  to  be  adding  injnatiee  to  in- 
gratitude. 

This  daim  of  the  petitioners,  indeed,  appears  to  be 
le  more  ongradona,  aa  Ihe  Briliah  order  for  the  Anal 
confiecation  of  their  property  was  dated  the  13th  of 
Decrmber,  181S,  an4  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  waa  not 
signed  until  the  34tb  of  December,  1614;  and,  during  - 
the  intervening  period  of  more  than  a  year,  they  never 
acquainted  either  Ihe  American  Governmenl  or  ita 
Miniaters  with  the  existence  of  the  fact,  nor  in  any 
way  qualified  eltbrr  to  demand,  apedally,  an  indem- 
nity which  Ihe  pecnliar  drcamstancea  of  their  caae 
might  have  seemed  to  warranu  The  petitionera,  it  ia 
believed,  cannot  intend  to  aak  their  Government  to 
Indemnify  them  lor  any  evil  which  may  thna  have  re- 
anlted  from  their  own  negiigeoce. 

Your  commiUM,  aware  of  tlie  exliaotdinary  hard- 
ahip  of  the  caae  referred  to  them,  have  bean  thna  par- 
ticnlsr  in  reporting  an  it  thai  the  petitionera  them- 
selves  may  be  satined  that,  although  the  aggravated 
circumstancea  which  attended  their  ton  can  form  no 
rightful  claim  on  thia  Government  for  indemnity,  or 
even  for  interference,  yet  thoae  cireumataneea  have 
not  been  diaregarded.  It  ia  believed,  indeed,  that  the 
Britiah  Government,  in  availing  itaelf  of  its  own  wrong 
in  taking  and  detaining  the  property  nalil  it  waa  lia- 
ble, by  the  rights  of  war,  to  be  oonflacated,  has  com- 
mitted a  singular  act  of  injuatice. 

The  Government  of  the  United  Statea,  however,  ia 
in  no  way  reaponaible  for  that  act ;  and,  having  dona 
all,  and  omitted  nothing,  which  it  waa  ita  duty  to  do, 
in  order  to  obtain  justice  for  iha  petitionera,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that,  however  it  may  accord  with 
propriety  for  the  petitionera  Ihemaelves  to  aak,  aa  a 
matter  of  grace,  of  a  foreign  Government,  the  reviaioti 
of  and  uniianal  and  severe  exercise  of  an  eitiema 
right,  yet  it  does  not  become  this 
vjse  or  to  aid  in  such  a  reqneaL 


F,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  t 
draw  theb  petition. 
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APPHOPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Comioit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  uDGoisbed  basiness  of 
Saturday  last^  (the  General  Appropriation  bill.) 

The  question  occarred  upon  tne  amendment 
Moposed  on  Saturday  by  Mr.  Wiluams,  of  North 
Carolina,  relative  to  the  allowance  for  fuel  and 
qoarteis  to  ihe  Surgeon  General.  Mr.  W.  slated, 
that  the  subject,  since  that  period,  having  taken 


I  different    din 


,  he   would   ^ 


ilhdra 


Mr.  J.  S.  JoHNaroN  moved  to  ioaen  an  amoid- 
ment,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  make  a  spe- 
cific appropriation  for  the  compenMtioD  of  ibe 
Registers  of  the  Land  Offices,  and  the  Receivers 
of  Ihe  Public  Moneys,  in  lieu  of  retaining  tbeir 
salaries,  tbc.,  as  is  now  praotiaed.  The  motion 
w»  supported  by  the  mover,  and  by  Measrs.  Raw- 
KIN  and  Sterling,  of  New  York;  and  opposed 

a  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Mr.   Sloan,  and 
r.  Wood,  when  the  motion  wb!>  withdraws  by 
ibe  ntoTer. 


■■  Prtmidtd,  iowaitr.  That  do  maiiej  appropdalad 
bj  thia  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  perton  far  his  conpen- 
•Mioa,  wbo  u  in  airaBi*  lo  tbe  Unilsd  Stalea,  until 
■•ah  pwM>n  ahall  hsTa  aeconnted  far,  and  ^otd  inl« 
the  xreaaary,  all  auoia  for  which  he  may  b*  liabla." 

The  qaestion  being  taken  od  this  proviso,  it  was 
carried  without  a  dirigion. 

After  a  third  section  had  been  proposed  and 
adopted, 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  amendment 
(in  relation  to  the  survey  of  lands  made  by  Qea- 
.    eral  Rector,  without  authority,  in  the  State  of 


mine 


'0 


"  And  to  pay  for  soch  aorreya  of  tbe  paMic  land 
made  during  the  year  IStl,  as  shall  appear  to  tbe  «■(- 
is&ctitMi  of  the  tjecrataiy  of  the  Treasury  to  have 
iMBB  wdl  exMDted,  «M,000." 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr. 
Ton,  Mr.  RA)tKiif,ana  Mr.  Vance,  and  supported 
by  the  mover,  who  contended  that  it  was  founded 
on  the  same  basis,  as  the  claim  of  John  Thomas, 
which  was  advocated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke)  bat  a  few  days  ago,  and 
he  hoped  a  more  rigorous  principle  would  ttot  be 
introtiuced  in  this  case  than  ia  othora.  The  i 
lution  was  also  supnortedL,  in  a  speech  of  coi 
eraUe  length,  by  Mr.  Scott,  of  Miaaoari,  « 
tke  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  negaured 
by  « larn  majority. 

Tbe  Coatnuttee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sun-R,  of 
Maryland,  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended. 

Id  Ihe  House,-  Mr.  Tkact  remarked  thai,  when 
he  had,  in  Committee,  snggested  the  expediency 
of  changing  the  compensation  of  the  messengers, 
his  object  was  rather  that  Ibe  amouat  allowed 
them  sliould  be  fixed  by  law,  than  that  it  should 
be  lessened.  He  was  more  anxious  to  correct  the 
abuse  than  to  save  Ihe  money.  The  principle  of 
allowing  extra  compensation  from  the  eonliogent 
fund  was  a  bad  one,  and  ought  to  be  correned. 


He  wai  noi  prepat«d  to  say  that  tfaeunount  thej 
had  received  was  too  large,  and  should  be  sorry, 
therefore,  lo  have  the  House,  without  funhei 
knowledge  take  from  tbeite  poor  men,  by  surprtw, 
one-half  of  tbeir  means  of  support.  He  should 
have  it  supposed  that  our  plan  for  refoni 
.ted  in  such  a  pitiful  saving.  There  vm 
ire  important  objects  of  reirenchraept  is 
the  TaUl  than  this.  We  had  passed  over,  wilhoul 
observation,  officers  who  received  public  mowj 
by  thousands,  to  fasten  on  these  defenceless  mtsr 
sengers.  He  was  ashamed  lo  be  fishing  for  spiii; 
admionows  while  the  ikaT/it  and  gra»pu»ei  ns 
ee.  He  moved,  therefore,  to  strike  out  the  sum  I 
sported,  and  to  insert  one  thousand  and  Gfiy  dol- 
lars, as  the  compensation  for  principal  messenger  | 
and  bis  assistant.  i 

The  question  was  further  debated  by  Mr.  Cocke, 
Mr.  C  OLDEN,  and  Mr.  Fabbelly,  woenthequei- 
tion  was  taken  and  decided  in  the  affirmaiiTs—    i 
ayes  61,  Doca42.  i 

Mr.  Tbact  moved  to  insert  tbe  words  "sevei 
hundred  "  in  lieu  of  four  hundred  and  ten  ddlan. 
as  the  compeiisation  for  Ihe  messenger  in  tbe  PirtI 
Auditor's  Offiee,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  it  w  I 
decided  by  tbe  House  that  tbe  same  rule  of  eoo'  | 
siruclion  sbooM  apply  to  all  Ihe  measengen,  i) 
ihe  provisions  for  them  respectively  occur  in  iht 
bill. 

The  question  of  allowance  to  the  messenger  is 
the  office  of  tbe  Register  of  the  Treasury  Iteing 
under  consideration — after  a  running  debate,  tbe 
blank  was  filled  with  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

Mr.  Chambehs  moved  to  reinstate  tbe  compni- 
sation  for  a  clerk  in  the  Office  of  tbe  Surgeon 
General ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Stes- 
LiHO,  of  New  York,  against  concurring  with  tlie 
Committee  of  Ibe  Whole,  in  striking  out  the  pco- 
vision  for  that  clerk,  the  question  was  laken,  sod 
the  House  refused  to  concur  therdn. 

Tbe  question  of  concnrrenee  with  tbe  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  in  refusing  to  make  an  (|v 
on  to  repair  the  Cumbvland  road  being 
insideralio 


Mr.  F.  JoRU  opposed  tbe  concurrence  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  length  ;  but,  before  he  bad 
concluded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Nklson,  the 
House  adjourned. 

TDE6DAY,  April  9. 

Mr.  SntiiKANT,  from  the  Committee  oa  tbe  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate  for  tbe 
relief  of  Ihe  l^al  representatives  of  Joseph  Hodg- 
son, deceased,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sure- 
ties of  Joseph  Pettipool,  severally,  without  amend 
ment;  which  were  respectively  committed  to  s 
Committee  of  Ihe  Whole. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  from  Ihe  Gommitlee  on  ibe 
Public  Land:>,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  de- 
aignatiDg  the  boundaries  of  a  land  district,  anil  for 
the  establishment  of  a  land  office  in  ihe  State  of 
Indiana,  wilhoul  amendment;  which  was  referred 
to  a  Comrailtee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Commiiiee 
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of  Wayi  and  M«iu,  reported  b  bill  Tor  ,tbe  relief 
of  Capuin  James  Barron ;  which  was  twice  read, 
aod  committed. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Commiitee  od  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  report  a  bill  from  the  Seoate,  to 
perfect  ccTiain  locations  and  sales  of  public  laodii 
ID  MiHSODri,  without  amendment ;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  R.,  was  ordered  lobe  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CooE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  Tcported  a  b'lL  from  the  Senate,  to  eittab- 
lish  an  additional  land  office  in  the  Stale  of  llli' 
noia,  without  amendment ;  which  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Wbo^. 

The  House  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  rewlulioa  uibmitted  by  Mr.  PiTTEaaoN,  of 
New  Yoiic,  Tcaurday:  whenupon,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  resolution  lie  upon  the  table. 

On  mtition  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  Committee  of 
Wa;«  and  Heaos  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  ezpedieBcycifmakiiig  an  appropriation  for  the 

eymeat  of  the  salaries  of  public  onicers,  from  the 
R  of  January  (o  (he  fint  of  April  next  rear,  and 
of  proTiding ,  br  law,  that  appropriations  hereaAer 
abail  be  made  far  one  year,  from  the  first  of  April 

Mr.  Sawter  nubmitted  the  following  resolotioD, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table: 

Raoleed,  bu  the  Senate  and  Houte  of  Rtprttenta- 
tiea  of  lie  United  Slain  nf  Amenta  in  Congru* 
atteniltd.  That,  bAci  the  adjoarnmint  of  the  preient 
Msnon,  (he  next  mmtini  of  Copgren  ihall  bn  on  the 
fttst  Monday  of  Noveniber  neit. 

Mr.  Kbnt  submitted  the  followiDg  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

BetiJMd,  That  the  Sucmtuj  of  the  Trcuarj  bs 
directed  to  reparl  lo  Ihii  Hush  Iht  amount  of  public 
land*  in  oach  State  and  Trrrilory ;  tha  amnUDt  of  put>- 
fic  land*  hentofari  sold  in  eich  Slate  and  Territory  j 
and  lo  spacify  hownach  of  the  lands  aold  in  each  Stats 
and  Territoiy  hiTc  lold  for  the  minimtun  prieo,  and 
bow  much  for  a  graater  prire,  in  leparali  colnmiiB, 
and  tba  afgregate  mult. 

A  messaige  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Haase 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles:  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  graoiing  the  right 
of  pre.«nptioii  lo  certain  settlers  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes  j"  and  "An  act 
to  enable  the  holders  of  incomplete  French  and 
Spsnish  titles  to  lauds  within  that  part  of  the  late 
ptoTinee  of  Louisiana,  which  is  now  comprised 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  insti- 
tute proceedings  to  try  the  validity  thereof  and  to 
obtun  comfJete  titles  for  the  same  when  found  to 
be  valid;"  in  which  IhUs  they  request  the  coneai- 
rcDCe  of  this  House. 

A  HesMge  received  from  the  PaiuiiDEXT  of  tub 
Unitbd  3tatb8,  oo  yesterday,  was  t&ken  up  and 
read,  aa  follows,  viz: 
To  th*  Omte  ofBtfraentatitttofthe  Vniied  Stalm 

In  comiiHaDce  with  a  naolutisn  of  tha  Hoaaa  of 
Bopraaentalive*,  Tequeiting  tha  Praddant  of  tha  Uai- 
taJ  HIilii  to  cansa  to  bs  faiDlahad  to  that  Hoaaa  car* 
tain  inlHTnatioo  niatinx  to  tha  amoopt  of  tha  public 
nofwj  paid  to  the  Attoniey  Genaral,  ovar  and  abora 


hia  B^iy  fixed  bylaw,Nnc«  the  fint  of  January,  tSlT, 
apecifjin;  tha  time  nhen  paid,  and  the  fqnd  ont  of 
which  anch  paymanta  hava  bean  mada,  1  Iranimlt  a 

ripar  Baikail  A,  eontsinint  tha  informatian  desired, 
tranaaiit,  also,  a  paper  raatkail  B,  containing  a  alite- 
ment  of  anma  paid  to  Attorneya  Qeneral  oF  the  United 
Stales,  priai  to  tha  first  of  Jaauaiy,  1B17,  and  la  the 
paper  marked  C  >  like  atatement  of  aums  wivanead  to 
district  attorneya  for  aetvicea  not  lequired  of  them  hy 
lair.  These  latter  docnments  being  necessary  to  a 
fall  Tiew  of  the  aaliject,  it  is  Ihought  proper  to  eoin- 
prise  them  in  tbii  contmanicalion. 

By  tha  act  of  Ibe  Mth  of  September,  17SD,  inatitat- 
ing  the  oOca  of  Attorney  Qeneral,  it  waa  made  hit 
duty  to  prosaeuta  and  conduct  all  auita  in  tha  Supreme 
Court,  in  which  the  Uaitad  States  ahoulJ  be  concern- 
ed, and  to  give  hia  adrice  and  opinion  upon  qoealiaoa 
of  law,  when  required  b;  tha  Presidaal  of  iha  United 
Stutea,  or  when  requested  by  the  head  of  any  of  the 
Deparlmenta,  tonehins  any  msttera  that  might  con- 
cern their  department*.  It  will  be  saao,  therefore,  by 
the  atatement  eommunieatad,  that  no  money  whataver 
baa  been  paid  to  Uie  Attorney  General,  for  his  sartieaa 
in  that  eharaeterr  nor  Ibi  any  duty  bdooging  la  his 
oSce,  beyond  hia  salary  aa  fixed  by  law- 
It  will  slso  be  ahowD,  by  the  document*  communi- 
cate J,  that  dte  conatruclion  gi'cn  of  the  lawa  impoaing 
dutiea  on  the  Attorney  General  and  diilriet  altomeya, 
have  been  invariably  the  aame  since  the  inilitution  of 
Ibe  Government.  On  tha  same  satbority  it  was 
thought  that  the  compensstian  allowed  to  the  present 
AuoTQey  Gsneral,  for  certain  larvices,  considering  their 
importanee,  and  tha  ^me  employed  in  rendering  them, 
did  not'eieaad,  regarding  precedents,  what  might  fairly 
be  claimed. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
WAsaiMSTOH,  Ajmlt,  leSS. 
The  Message  and  documents  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

PUBLIC  MONEYS. 
Mr.  Basbbtt  aobmitlcd  the  following  reaoln- 

Retoktd,  That  in  all  future  tramacliooi  of  the  Oov- 
emment,  either  where  eervice*  are  lo  be  rendered,  or 
sappHea  furnialied.  no  money  shall  be  ad  fenced  by  tha 
Oovemmani,  ai  paymaola  made,  but  in  exact  propor- 
tion to  wark  done,  oi  aaivicaa  rendered,  or  auppllea 
ftaroiahed,  befoFS  auch  payment. 

Retaked,  Thatwhenanyofiaer.oiotheragentoftfaa 
Government,  ahall  fail  lo  settle  hia  aceoonu  within  the 
period  praaaribed  therefor,  it  ahall  be  tha  daty  oftheSee- 
retaiy,  or  the  head  of  tha  Department  in  which  it  ahall 
occur,  to  diimiai  auch  officer  inunadiataly,  and  io  Ihaae 
cases  where  the  powar  to  dismia*  is  not  in  the  head  of 
tha  Department,  it  ia  hereby  made  his  duty  to  report 
such  case  lo  the  Preajdent,  whose  duty  It  ahall  be  la 
liamie*  ench  officer  or  agent  from  Iha  service  of  the 


SaolBtd,  "niat  the  President  may,  for  the  payment 
of  peuRone,  military  pay,  and  supplies,  order  such  ad- 
vances to  be  made  aa  Iha  public  service  may  imperi- 
onely  lequira,  and  ahall  have  like  power  to  order  such 
naceaaary  advances  sa  the  public  good  may  imperiaus- 
ly  requiie  in  the  renotar  p<nnta  of  the  United  Btatea, 
or  vrithout  tha  United  Sutas,  but  no  such  advanoaa 
ahall  ba  made  on  contracts  heraaftar  to  be  made  with 
the  Uovomment ;  M  advancee  made  under  thia  anthoi- 
ity  shall  be  accounted  lor  within  Iha  period  preaeribed 
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•nJ  ahfttl,  on  bituiB,  ba  ■object  (o  the  pendtiea  yn- 
mibed  in  other  cuet. 

Retohtd.  Tbit  sU  of&txn,  egeaU,  or  conuiclon, 
of  lh«  GoTemment  ituJI,  if  wiLhia  two  bundrrd  mitM 
of  the  atU  of  Government,  settle  their  iccaunte  once 
in  every  qalrtrr ;  if  within  fonr  hundred  mile*,  in  four 
inoDlhi;  if  within  five  hundred,  file  month*;  if  within 
the  United  Slalei,  aii  montbi.  And  all  aitch  officen 
or  tgente  of  the  Goiernment,  to  whom  it  may  be  ne- 
ceaeary  to  advance  money  withont  the  United  Btetee, 
•hell  be  held  lo  make  eeltlement  in  three  month*  after 
their  return  to  the  United  Btate*. 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Preaident  and  heads  of  Depart- 
ment* apply  theie  principle*,  in  an  equitable  manner, 
to  all  peraon*  now  indebted  to  the  United  Sutea. 

Mr.  B.  eiplained  briefly  his  views  in  offering 

the  resolutioas,  and  concluded  by  moring  that  the 

same  be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  agreed  lo  resume  ihe  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  making  approprialioDs  for  the 
sapport  of  Government  for  the  year  1832 ;  and  the 
''  'e  question  was^upon  a  concurrence  with 


imediate  question  was,  upon  a  concurrence  with 

e  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  the 
appropriatioQ  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberlaod 
road. 

Mr.  r.  Jones  concluded  his  speech  of  yesterday, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question ; 
which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  Buchanan  said,  he  should  make  no  apology 
for  rising  to  address  the  House  upon  the  present 
occasion.  The  character  of  PennsylTauia,  he 
said,  had  beeti  attacked,  and  her  Wewi  had  been 
misrepcesented,  by  honorable  gentlemeo  upon  this 
floor ;  and  he  should  feet  himself  utterly  unwor- 
thy of  the  trust  rMoied  in  him,  as  one  of  her  rep- 
reseniativ^.  if,  after  what  had  been  said,  he  were 
not  to  stana  forlh'io  her  defence. 

As  it  often  hap^ned,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  men  are 
most  afflicted  by  imaginary  diseases,  so  it  occurs 
that  they  roost  dread  imaginary  dangers,  This 
has  been  the  case  with  Ihe  geDtleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  JoN£B.)  He  has  been  grappling  with 
the  State  of  Peansylrania,  as  though  she  stood 
ready  to  hurl  the  mountain  into  the  Cumberland 
road,  described  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
(Mr.  Batly,)  and  he  were  the  Atlas  who  could 
sustain  it  upoo  his  shoolders,  and  thus  make  the 
attempt  unavailing.  This  fancy  of  the  gentleman 
has  produced  an  excellent  speech.  Indeed,  with- 
out much  imagination  and  ardor  of  feeling,  there 
can  be  but  little  eloquence.  Let  me,  however, 
assure  that  gentleman  and  this  House,  that  neither 
Pennsylvania  DOT  her  representatives  dream  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  JoNEa,^ 
and  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  HaBniN,) 
hare  ingeniously  attempted  to  connect  the  grant 
of  this  appropriation  With  the  preservation  or  de- 
struction of  this  road.  They  have  asked  us  if  we 
will  now  destroy  that  great  oational  work — if  we 
will  close  the  avenues  which  keep  the  intercourse 
open  between  the  East  and  the  West.  I  answer 
we  will  not.  We  all  admit  that  the  road  should 
be  preserved.  The  question  now  to  be  delermioed 
by  this  House  is  not  whether  the  road  shall  be 


whether  by  the  United  States  or  by  the  people 
who  use,  and  for  whose  benefit  it  was  con- 
structed. 

The  NationaL  Government  have  made  the  road 
at  an  expense  of  91,000,000.  Notwithstanding 
all  that  has  been  said  by  gentlemen  about  the  ex- 
istence of  a  compact  for  that  purpose,  it  now  ap- 
pears that  five-sixths  of  this  enormous  expenditure 
has  been  pure  bounty.  It  has  been  stated,  and  not 
contradicted',  that  Ihe  two  per  cent,  upon  tne  wbde 
amount  of  the  sales  of  lands  of  Ohio,  which  was 
the  sum  pledged  for  the  purposeofmBkiiiS'aroad, 
does  not  exceed  8300,000.  The  United  States 
then,  in  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland  road, 
have  been  actuated  by  the  most  liberal  policy  to- 
wards the  people  of  the  West. 

What  has  been  the  principal  argument  ui^ed 
by  gentlemen,  friendly  to  this  appropriation,  to 
induce  us  to  keep  the  road  in  repair?  In  my 
opinion  it  is  oneof  the  most  wonderful  which  hat 

,  ever  been  presented  to  this  House.  Say  they,  be- 
cause you  have  made  the  road,  you  should,  thfn- 

■  fore,  be  at  the  expense  of  supporting  it  Is  not 
this  a  conclusion  directly  the  reverse  of  one  which 
would  naturally  flow  from  the  premises  1  If  we 
have  been  so  generous  a*  to  mate  a  road  for  you, 
oiight  you  not,  at  least,  to  keep  it  in  repair?  If 
tolls  could  not  be  collected  upon  it  sumcient  for 
its  preservation,  there  would  be  some  force  in  the 
argument.  This,  however,  is  not  pretended.  In- 
deed we  should  be  almost  induced  to  believe,  from 
the  representations  of  its  friends,  if  we  did  not 
know  to  the  contrary,  that  it  was  the  only  road 
which  connects  the  West  with  Ihe  East. 

lo  what  estimation  would  an  individual  be  held 
who  had  received  as  a  free  gitt  a  valuable  farm, 
if,  when,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  it  needed  repairs,  he 
should  demand  from  his  benefactor  the  sum  which 
they  might  cost,  and  assign  his  generosity  In  con- 
ferring the  orisinal  bounty,Bsa  reason  why  be  was 
bound  to  satisfy  this  new  claim  ?  The  present  is 
a  case  precisely  parallel  with  the  one  now  before 
the  House,  so  far  as  it  goes.  The  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Habdin,)  and  the  geollemaii  from 
Tenoesste,  (Mr.  Jones,)  have  gone  siilL  further, 
and  have  attributed,  not  only  lo  my  colleagues  who 
have  heretofore  addressed  you  on  this  subject,  but 
to  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania  generally,  a  selfish 
and  illiberal  policy,  because  they  have  resisted 
this  unreasonable  demand.  With  what  justice 
the  charge  has  been  made  remains  for  this  House 
to  determine. 

Gentlemen  have  instituted  coRiparisoos  between 
the  amount  of  public  money  expended  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  people  in  the  East  and  in  the  West. 
As  a  present  consolation  for  the  disparity  in  this 
respect,  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
(Mr.  Haboik,)  snpposes  to  exist  in  favor  of  Ihe 
East,  he  has  predicted  that  the  day  will  ere  long 
arrive  when  the  weight  of  power  shall  be  trans- 
ferred lo  the  West  It  is  because  my  feelings  are 
all  friendly  to  that  portion  of  our  Union  that  I 
dislike  to  hear  such  sentiments  from  sources  so 
respectable.  Gentlemen,  without  intending  it,  I 
am  convinced,  have  been  thus  endeavoring  co  ez- 
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between  people  whose  feelinn  and 
~    interest  are  both  precisely  the 

With  wbat  justice  has  it  been  contended  by 
gettilemen,  that  the  money  expended  in  the  con- 
struciioQ  of  ■  nafy,  has  been  exclusively  for  the  i 
benefit  of  Ebe  eastern  section  of  the  Union?  Al- 
though it  is  now  generally  admitted  that  a  nary 
is  the  best  defeoce  Tor  all  parts  of  the  Union,  yet  it 
b  peculiarly  the  bulwark  of  the  country  west  of 
the  Alleghany  mountains.  The  extent  of  cobeI 
upon  the  Atlantic  would  render  it  impracticable 
for  any  hostile  naral  force  altogether  loptevent  us 
frofn  sending  a  portion  of  our  produce  to  market ; 
bat  let  the  mouin  of  the  Mississippi  be  blockaded 
by  a  forceof  that  description,  superior  to  our  own, 
and  1  ask  what  will  become  of  an  the  surplus  tgti- 
cnltural  prodaciiona  of  the  vast  and  fertile  valley 
watered  by  that  river  and  its  tributary  streams? 
The  truth  is,  we  are  all  so  connected  together  by 
oiir  iDterest,  as  to  place  us  in  a  state  of  mutual  de- 
pendence upon  eaca  Other,  and  to  make  that  which 
IS  for  the  ioterestof  any  one  mecDber  of  the  federal 
family  beneficial,  in  most  instances,  to  all  the  rest. 
We  never  can  be  divided  without  first  beini 
guilty  of  political  suicide.  The  prosperity  of  all 
■he  Slate  dependa  as  much  upon  their  Union  as 
the  human  life  depmds  upon  inat  of  the  soul  and 
the  body. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvaiiia,  about  the  iUibe- 
rality  of  whose  views  on  this  subject  so  much  has 
been  said,  never  has  kcted  towards  you  in  the  man- 
ner tfaaae  interested  in  the  Cumberland  road  have 
done.  Had  yon  advanced  us  the  money  to  con- 
struct a  road  which  would  have  been  advanta- 
geous to  oar  citizens  generally,  you  should  never 
afterwards  have  been  asked  to  advance  money  to 
keep  it  in  repair.  We  should  have  considered 
sneh  a  request  both  ungrateful  and  unjust.  The 
citizens  of  that  State,  with  the  aid  which  she 
has  liborally  bestowed,  have  already  completed 
eighteen  hundred  and  seven  miles  of  turnpike 
road,  of  which  about  twelve  bundred  and  fifty  are 
of  solid  stone.  Laws  have  been  passed  for  the 
conslrnction  of  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  miles 
more.  Tbe  State  hos  expended  upon  these  ob- 
jects $1,361,543,  and  individu8ls84,168,347.  One 
of  these  roads  nins  nearly  parallel  with  the  Cum- 
berlaad  road,  and  eoanecls  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia with  that  of  Piltsbu]^.  The  s;enlleman  from 
Tennnsee,  two  years  ago,  found  tnis  road  to  be  a 
bad  one.  The  temper  of  mind  with  which  people 
travel  has  a  wonderful  efiect  upon  Iheit  judgment 
of  the  road,  and  1  feai  this  cause  has  operated,  in 
no  small  degree,  upon  the  mind  of  my  honorable 

It  is  eipeoted  that  this  road,  as  well  as  all  others 
of  the  same  kind  in  Pennsylvania,  shall  not  only 
miqxtrt  itself,  but  yield  some  small  dividend  upon 
tbe  stock  subscribed  for  its  construction.  I  ask, 
theo^with  what  justice  towards  that  State  can  you 
repttir  the  Cumberland  road  out  of  the  Treasuri 
and  make  it  perfectly  free?  Evenafler  you  sha: 
have  placed  toll  gates  upon  it,  there  will  ne  no  fai 
competition.  No  more  toll  will  be  coUected-upon 
it  ihaa  will  be  necessary  for  its  preservation,  whilst 
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our  road,  in  addition  to  that  amount,  must  pay  an 
interest  to  tbe  Stale,  and  to  tbe  stockholders. 
With  what  propriety,  then,  can  Pennsylvania  be 
censured  for  maintaining  tne  principle  that  those 
who  travel  upon  the  Cumberland  road,  and  are 
most  interested  in  its  preservation,  should  keep  it 
in  repair.  She  does  nut  deserve,  at  your  hands, 
that  you  should  give  a  premium  out  of  the  public 
treasury,  for  tbe  purpose  of  diverting  travellers 
away  irom  her  road,  and  inducing  them  to  use 
anotoer  which  is  in  no  respect  superior.  It  will 
not  be  denied  but  that,  in  times  of  trial,  she  has 
both  fought  and  paid  with  as  much  alacrity  as  any 
other  State  in  the  Union. 

Notwithstanding  all  that  has  been  said,  I  be- 
lieve, as  firmly  as  I  do  in  my  existeuce,  that  the 
friends  of  this  road  might  with  safety  relfoeede  it 
to  Pennsylvania.  It  would  not  be  deliveria^j  up 
tbe  lamb  to  tbe  wolf,  to  use  the  expresiioD  ol  an 
honorable  gentleman.  Pennsylvania  is  now  no 
more  governed  by  a  selfish  policy,  llian  when  she 
ceded  to  the  United  Stales  tbe  soil  over  which  tbe 
road  passes.  She  then  understood  hci  true  ialei- 
est  as  well  as  now.  There  certainty  has  been 
nothing  in  her  conduct  since,  which  could  induce 
a  rational  belief  that  she  would  destroy  this  great 
public  work,  if  it  were  placed  in  her  power.  In 
that  case  she  would  do  nothing  more  than  impose 
a  loll  upon  it,  sufBrient  to  create  a  fair  competi- 
tion between  it  and  her  own  road  i  and  then  leave 
the  public  to  decide  which  ibey  would  use.  We 
do  not,  however,  ask  for  a  relrocessian  ;  all  we  de- 
sire is,  thai  the  road  may  hereafter  support  itself, 
and  not  be  a  perpetual  drain  upon  tne  public 
treasury. 

The  existence  of  this  road,  1  can  assure  gentle- 
men, is  not  a  subject  of  such  alarm  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  nor  to  her  metropolis,  as  they  sup- 
pose. Whilst  Philadelphia  shall  deserve  the  char- 
acter which  she  has  so  justly  acquired  for  com- 
mercial integrity,  she  will  always  find  customers 
in  the  West,  no  matter  over  what  road  they  may 
travel.  Her  experience  has  already  proved  the 
truth  of  this  assertion.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished, 
both  for  the  sake  of  her  merchants  and  those  of 
tbe  West,  that,  hereafter,  the  latter  may  be  able  to 
comply  with  their  contracts  better  than  they  have 
done  nereiofore.  In  making  this  observation,  1 
have  not  the  moKt  remote  intention  of  giving  of- 
fence, because  1  know  that  the  pecuniary  embar- 
rassments of  people  of  the  Went  arose  from  causes, 
the  operation  of  which  tbey  did  notat  first  foresee, 
and  could  not  afterwards  control. 

We  have  all,  then,  arrived  at  this  conclusion, 
that  tbe  road  shall  not  be  suffered  to  go  to  ruin. 
Whatever  doubts  may  at  present  be  entertained, 
either  of  the  policy  of  its  original  construction  or 
location,  about  which  I  have  my  own  opinion,  we 
must  not  now  allow  it  to  be  destroyed.  Before 
toll  can  with  justice  be  demanded  from  Irarelten, 
it  must  be  repaired.  The  mountain,  which  it  is 
said  has  slid  down  into  it,  must  be  removed.  From 
motives  of  generosity  to  the  people  of  tbe  West, 
and  not  of  justice,  I  am,  therefore,  free  to  acknowl- 
edge, that  I  am  willing  a  provision  shall  be  intro- 
i  doeed  into  tbe  bill  for  the  collection  of  tolls,  ap> 
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propriatiug  to  the  road  thia  unexpeDded  balaDCe  of 
$9,194  35.  After,  howeTer,  we  shall  have  siven 
tbem  that  amount  and  our  bleasiog,  it  should  be 
explicitly  understood  that  we  shall  aerer  again 
hear  any  more  demands  for  mooey  from  that  quar- 


r,iz 


It  may  be  asked  why  I  am  unniUine  to  make 
the  apj)ropriation  in  the  present  bill  1  For  this,  I 
will  Briefly  state  my  reasons.  The  first  is,  that  if 
the  appropriation  were  once  made,  we  have  good 
Teason  for  apprehending  we  should  not  again, 
daring  the  present  session,  hear  any  thing  about 
the  collection  of  toll.  It  is  at  least  certain  that 
the  friends  of  the  road  would  not  then  be  very 
anxious  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  proTiding 
for  that  object.  We  know  that  one  of  the  gentle- 
men from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Campbell,)  who  spoke  upon 
Ibis  subject,  avowed  his  opinion  that  the  General 
QoTernment  should  always  support  this  road  out 
of  the  pablic  treasury.  1  would,  therefore,  make 
&  provision  for  the  collection  of  toll,  and  the  ap- 
propriation of  this  unexpended  balance  as  inse^- 
IV  they  are  unwilling 


support  of  Government.  The  impropriety  of  thi^ 
course  will  appear  manifest  from  considering  the 
character  of  thai  measure.  Its  legitimate  purpose 
is  to  provide  for  expenses  which  either  have  been, 
or  wilt  be,  incurred  under  the  authority  of  exist- 
ing laws,  or  in  pursuance  of  the  well  established 
policy  of^  the  country.  The  principle  now  to  be 
decided  by  the  House  is  entirely  new.  It  is  not 
as  it  was  formerly,  whether  you  will  complete 
thai  which  you  have  already  commenced;  but 
whether,  after  having  completed,  you  will  keep 
the  road  in  repair.  Appropriations  for  makine 
the  road  were  mailers  of  course,  after  you  had 
finalljr  determined  it  should  be  constructed.  The 
princtple  now  before  the  Hoa^e,  however,  being 
cnlireljr  new,  should  have  been  embraced  in  a  dis- 
tinct bill,  and  suffered  to  rest  upoD  its  own  merits. 
When  you  legislate  upon  new  subjects  in  a  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill,  you  give  them  an  unfair 
advantage.  You  drag  them  along  by  the  force  of 
the  bill  to  which  they  are  attached ;  and,  on  its 
pa-vage,  you  compel  members  either  to  vote  in 
Ibeir  favor,  or  stop  the  wheels  of  Government. 

Upon  the  same  principle  that  this  provision  has 
been  introduced  into  the  bill  now  before  the  House, 
you  might  introduce  into  it  any  other  claim  for 
money,  whether  of  a  public  or  a  private  nature. 
The  consequences  which  would  follow,  from  puc- 
HUing  such  a  precedent,  I  need  not  detail  to  this 
Home. 

Id  this  case,  the  precedent  would  be  infinitely 
the  more  dangerous,  should  the  grant  be  intro- 
duced into  the  general  appropiiatioa  bill,  for  that 
very  reason,  it  might  then  hereafter,  with  some 
degree  of  propriety,  be  considered  as  the  settled 
policy  of  The  country  to  support  the  road ;  and  aa 


a  pledge  of  the  public  faith  that  it  shall  be  re- 
paired out  of  the  public  Treasury. 

Id  every  view,  therefore,  which  this  subject  has 
presented  to  my  mind,  1  have  been  led  to  the  con- 
clusion that  we  should  concur  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  their  report,  and  strike  out 
this  appropriation  from  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Batly,  of  Maryland,  said :  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  not  heretofore  occupied  as  much  of  your 
lime  upon  this  floor  as  some  other  gentlemen  hare 
done,  but  shall,  upon  this  question,  give  you  a 
little  of  my  slang.  I  consider  this  road  a  great 
national  object.  Bome  gentlemen  take  the  liberty 
of  talking  a  great  deal  without  knowing  much  o( 
the  subject,  and  some  of  the  newspapers  have 
styled  tois  the  wisest  Congress  we  have  ever  had ; 
and,  if  being  dilatory  Id  action,  is  a  mark  of  wi»- 
dom,  it  is  eminently  entitled  to  that  appellation 
— in  truth,  we  are  a  talking  people,  and  lake  a 
long  lime  lo  consider  upon  the  most  trifling  ap- 
propriation. What  is  this  9^,000,  compared  with 
Its  object?  Let  us  give  it  to  them  to  make  a  good 
road,  which  will  facilitate  the  intercourse  between 
the  East  and  the  West,  and  diffuse  knowledge. 
Some  of  our  brothers  in  the  West  must  stand  in 
need  of  intelligence,  otherwise  they  would  not 
oppose  the  completion  of  this  road.  If  we  have 
not  the  means  of  communication,  we  shall  in  time 
become  divided,  and  think  we  have  separate  and 
distinct  interest.1.  The  Union  cannot  be  preserved, 
except  by  commercial  intercourse,  and  a  free  and 
easy  commerce  will  alwayii  keep  us  united.  Why 
was  Alexander  called  'Alexander  the  Great?'  Not 
solely  because  he  conquered  the  world,  but  because 
he  connected  together  all  parts  of  the  world,  in  a 
grand  commercial  system — he  built  Alexandria, 
and  associated  his  name  with  the  great  system  of 
international  knowledge  and  profit,  of  which  he 
was  the  author.  That  is  the  true  reawin  he  bos 
been  universally  called  the  Great.  Nations  whose 
interests  are  not  united  by  commerce,  become  pre- 
judiced, and  despise  and  kill  each  other- 
Pennsylvania,  from  her  opposition,  would  seem 
more  willing  to  put  a  mountain  in  the  middle 
of  the  CuniberlaDd  road,  than  to  repair  it.  A 
large  portion  of  that  State  doe*  not,  nor  never 
did,  like  this  road  ;  that  is,  the  Pittsburg  interest 
does  not,  because  it  does  not  pass  through  that 
town.  Is  this  road  exclusively  advantageous  to 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania  and  Philadelphia?  That 
is  the  question  with  them,  I  am  myself  perfectly 
disinterested,  living  upon  the  Atlantic,  having 
never  been  on  this  road,  and  perhaps  never  sIibII, 
for  1  have  no  intention  as  yet  of  becoming  an  emi- 
grant, and  regret  that,  at  present,  such  a  mania 
prevails  in  the  Atlantic  States,  of  sinking  fortunes 
in  the  western  wilds ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  tbat,  in 
time,  the  tide  will  change,  and  these  emigrants 
will  see  their  error,  and  wish  to  return  to  the  de- 
lightful land  of  their  fathers,  and  then  let  them 


Western,  or  men  of  the  woods,  should  be  depre- 
cated. We  should  be  bnt  one  people,  Americans 
— and  this  desirable  object  is  to  lie  attained  and 
preserved  only  by  keeping  up  an  easy  and  comforl- 
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able  conmuniealion,  and  reciprocalbg  beneflta 
ud  favors  to  one  another,  and  then  we  shall  find 
that  we  ihiok,  fee),  and  speak  alike.  Ecod !  then 
we  shall  be  Terv'good  friends.  Mr.  Chairman,  I 
oaty  sn«sk  ID  toe  language  of  our  brethren  from 
the  West.  This  is  a  great  national  object,  and 
coDuecled  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware 
canal,  which  can  be  easily  affected,  will  unite,  by 
an  easy  passage,  the  Western  country  with  the 
whole  Atlantic  coast.  New  York  is  culling  a 
magnificenl  canal,  for  which  she  is  entitled  to 
great  credit,  but  some  of  her  great  men  here  think 
that  it  goes  round  theworld,  and  that  no  other  na- 
tional improTement  is  worthy  consideiaiion.  Her 
EiLticsseeiD  to  be  bounded  bv  De  Witt  Clinton  and 
iniel  D.  Tompkins,  and  all  public  improvements 
lo  end  with  this  canal.  She  bns  wise  men  too, 
wiser  do  doDbt  than  she  has  sent  here  for  these 
two  or  three  years.  HoweTer,  thai  State  is  great 
in  resources,  but  she  has  received  a  little  help  in 
making  her  canal  by  her  salt^  and  Saraloga  waters, 
■nd  tas  upon  iraveliers  in  steamboats.  But  this 
has  not  much  to  do  with  the  subject.  This  road 
ooght  to  be  remired,  and  iben  kept  up  by  a  loll. 
There  should  likewise  be  a  good  bridge  over  the 
Manoonhelai  and,  instead  of  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars to  build  a  wooden  one,  there  should  be  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  to  make  a  good  sub- 
stantial alone  bridge — a  good  road,  bridges,  and 
canals,  connectins  the  East  with  the  West,  will 
enable  all  parts  of  the  country  to  lend  speedy  aid 
and  assistance  to  each  oiher,  when  they  shall 
^tand  in  need  in  the  hour  of  battle. 

The  objection  against  making  this  appropriation 
upon  Con.^titulionBl  ground,  comes  too  late;  ihe 
road  and  bridges  are  nearly  finished,  and  the  appro* 
prialioDS  heretofore  made  have  been  sanctioned  by 
Preaidents  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe,  and 
by  many  Congre^.  There  is,  however,  now, 
rarely  an  appropriation  that  can  be  thought  of, 
bat  some  gentleman  has  Constitutional  scruples, 
and  one  would  suppose  that,  in  Virginia,  from 
the  nice  scruples  manifested  by  some  of  her  mem- 
bers, that  it  b  there  thought  to  be  unconstitutional 
to  have  or  to  travel  upon  a  good  road.  Mr.  B. 
said,  tbal  be  had  merely  risen  to  assist  his  Western 
brethren,  that  he  had  not  any  personal  interest  in 
the  business,  and  that  he  believed  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Riobmond  here,  (who  sat  before  him,) 
was  in  the  same  situation,  and  that  he  hoped  that 
he  would  iaj  aside  his  Constitutional  seruple;,  and 
lend  Ilia  asaistance. 

Mr.  CBAxanis,  of  Ohio,  observed,  that  he  re- 
gretted much  to  rise  at  that  period  of  the  debate, 
and  swell  the  list  of  speakers  on  the  subject  before 
the  House,  bat,  leal  he  should  be  thonght  indiffer- 
ent to  the  fate  of  the  present  question,  he  felt  it  a 
dutT  to  offer  a  few  remarks  against  a  concurrence 
witn  the  Committee  of  ihe  Whole  in  striking  oat 
the  appropriation  for  repairing  ihe  Cumberland 
road.  He  was  the  more  induced  so  to  do,  from 
observing  so  great  an  opposition  in  many  parts  of 
the  House  lo  granting  this  pittance,  which,  al- 
though deemed  of  immense  imporiaoce  in  promo- 
ting the  views  and  interests  of  the  people  of  Ihe 
West,  was  so  stoall  as  scarcely  to  be  worth  con- 


of  absolute  right,  but  appeaC 
liberality  of  the  representatives  of  this  nation  for 
a  small  share  of  tne  general  benefits.  He  hoped 
that,  independent  of  Constitutional  objections, 
which  he  would  not  now  argue,  the  present  state 
and  condition  of  the  road,  and  the  necessity  of  a 
prompt  repair,  which  could  be  timeously  effected 
in  no  other  way,  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  the 
liberal  and  enlightened  representatives  of  this  na- 
tion to  maintain  this  work,  heretofore  generally 
considered  as  of  a  national  character.  He  did  con- 
ceive that  the  arguments  of  his  colleague,  fMr. 
Roea,}  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hab- 
niH,)  and  toe  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
Smith,)  on  this  point,  were  unanswerable.  He 
would  not  descant  upon  Ihe  millions  expended  on 
the  seaboard  in  suppurt  of  navigalioD^foreign  com- 
merce, the  Navy,  and  fortifications,  in  which  the 
people  of  the  West  have  but  little  comparative  in- 
terest, yet  bear  their  proporlion  of  the  expense. 
The  proportion  of  public  moneys  expended  on  the 
seaboard  and  Eastern  section  of  the  countrr,  com- 
pared to  that  expended  in  the  West,  is  at  least  as 
fifteen  or  twenty  to  one.  The  revenues  dravra 
from  the  people  to  the  East  are  recirculated  among 
them,  while  the  Western  people  are  drained  of 
nearly  their  last  dollar  for  the  public  lands  and 
foreign  importation  purchased.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Buch&nan)  has  opposed 


lablish  toll-gates  tn 


is  road  be  again 


tleman  need  not  be  alarmed  on  this  ground. 
C.  pledged  himself  lo  join  in  any  reasonable  it 
ure  for  the  support  and  mainienance  of  this  road. 
It  must  be  repaired:  and,  if  be  could  do  no  better, 
be  would  B^ree  to  place  toll-gales  upon  it.  It  was 
of  as  great  importance  to  the  people  of  the  West, 
and  they  feel  as  deep  an  interest  in  its  support  as 
you  can  in  your  sysieras  of  commerce  ana  navi- 
gation. Mr.  C.  finally  observed  he  would  not 
■resume  to  impose  on  the  good  sense  of  the  House 
by  affecting  a  disinterestedness  on  this  question. 
He  never  would  BJB^et  that  which  was  foreign 
from  the  truth.  He  wai>  bighly  interested  in  this 
work,  as  are  all  the  people  of  the  West,  and,  there- 
fore, would  be  excused  for  manifesting  his  earnest 
desire  that  this  trifling  sum  would  not  De  withheld 
from  so  important  an  object.  For  these,  and  many 
other  reasons  which  he  would  not  now  attempt 

urge,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  concur  in 

iking  out  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  slated  that  he  should 
have  given  a  silent  vote,  bad  not  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Jokes)  challenged  those 
who  were  opposed  to  this  appropriation  to  give  the 

asons  for  their  opposition. 

He  had  Constitutional  scruples  as  to  the  power 
of  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation  ;  the  advo- 
cates of  the  appropriation  had  obviously  confound- 
ed the  power  of  ihe  Slate  and  General  Govern- 
ments, as  well  as  the  Constitutionality  and  policy 
if  the  measure. 

Mr.  W.  observed,  that  the  sabiect-matler  of  the 
present  discussion  was  a  bnncii  of  thegeneitl 
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mbjeat  of  intenial  improremeDts ;  that  theie  were 

Ehysical  or  maral;  thai  the  firtt  head  compie' 
ended  roads,  bridges,  and  canal* ;  aad  the  secoad 
literary  institutions,  religious,  and  scientific  estab- 
lishmeats,  corporations  for  mechanical,  manufae- 
tnrins,  charitable,  and  other  purposes,  calculated 
to  eolighteD  the  public  mind,  improve  the  morals, 
invigtHale  the  industry,  and  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  society. 

Thereat  question,  therefore,  before  the  Com- 
mittee was,  have  Congress  the  potrer  lo  legislate 
Upon  the  subject  of  internal  imi^oveiQeDtii  within 
the  States  ? 

He  could  not  believe  that  there  wat  a  single 
member  who  had  attended  to  ihe  preceding  enu- 
meration, who  would  not  disclaim  any  such  power. 

No  such  power  was  necessary  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Union;  the  objects  of  the  Union  were  the 
public  defence  and  the  regulation  of  trade ;  all  the 
powers  conferred  on  the  General  OoTernment 
were  merely  subservient  to  these  purposes ;  of  this 
nature  were  the  powers  of  raising  armies,  building 
a  navy,  making  treaties,  levying  taies,  and  en- 
forcing the  observaoee  of  the  law  of  nations,  trea- 
ties, and  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  byjudicial 
tribunals. 

The  several  States  retain  every  other  branch  of 
sovereignty,  not  expresiil]r  granted  to  the  Croieral 
Government,  or  necessarily  incident  to  the  exer- 
cise of  some  general  ^rant  of  power ;  among  these 

aie  the  entire  regulation  of  property  and 

with  a  single  inhibition  that  they  shall  l _ 

paired,  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  person  and 
property,  the  reflations  of  police,  compreheodins 
the  admuiistratioii  of  justice,  and  the  direction  and 
control  of  all  internal  improvements,  physical  and 

These  powers  are  abMlutely  necessary  to  the 
improvement  and  prosperity  of  every  community  j 
they  are  indeed  necessary  to  their  self-preserva- 
tion, esseniial  to  them  as  independent  States,  and 
it  would  have  been  political  Suicide  to  have 
leodered  ihem.to  the  General  Government 

All  internal  improTementt,  and  more  especially 
such  as  are  physical,  are  local  in  their  nature,  and 
coDstantly  require  the  fostering  care  and  protec- 
tion of  local  authorities,  and  a  local  supervision ; 
the  power  over  them  must  necenariljr  be  exclu- 
sive, Ibeir  prosperity,  if  not  tbeir  existence,  is 
incompatible  with  a  divided  jurisdiction. 

The  assumption  of  the  power  over  internal  im- 
provements in  the  States,  would  lead  directly  to 
consolidation,  and  destroy  every  federal  feature  of 
the  Constitution. 

Apia:  Thepowersof  iheGeoeral  Go>-._. 

are  inadequate  to  the  promotion  of  internal 

provements.  Roads  in  every  Stale  in  the  Union 
are  made  and  kept  in  repair  by  towns  and  coun- 
ties, and  no  Government  can  ctTect  those  purposes 
nnleu  it  has  the  control  of  property,  is  competent 
to  take  the  land  of  individuBls  for  that  use — to 
levy  a  tax  on  the  town  or  county  to  pay  for  it — to 
exact  persooal  labor  of  the  citizens  to  make  and 
mend  the  road»,  and  to  enforce  penalties  for  the 
reparation  of  injuries  done  to  them  ;  nor,  indeed, 
is  any  Government  compeleni  to  the  charge  of  in- 


ternal improvements  that,  in  addition  to  the  above 
enumerated  powers,  does  not  possess  that  of  incor- 
porating turnpike,  bridge,  and  canal  companies. 
">es  the  Government  of  the  United  States  po«- 
these  powers  1  By  the  fifth  amendtaent  of 
the  Constitution,  land  cannot  be  taken  even  for 
public  uses  without  compensation — these  uses  ate 
such  only  as  are  necessary  to  the  execution  of 
some  authorized  purpose,  aad  by  no  inducIioD  can 
be  construed  to  embrace  lands  for  bishways.  Be- 
sides, the  eiactionof  compensation  for  lands  taken 


for  such  purpose  from  the  people  of  the  town  ( 
county  would  be  a  direct  tax  and  a  palpable  vio- 
lation of  the  second  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution,  that  requires  that  direct  taxes 
should  he  uniform  tbrougboui  the  United  Sntes. 

Should  the  General  Government  purchase  the 
lands  of  individuals  for  this  purpose,  and  nuke  a 
highway  on  the  said  land,  the  purchase  would  con- 
fer no  jurisdiction  whatever  over  it.  The  only 
cases  in  which  a  purchase  does  this,  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  i* 
confined  to  those  which  are  made  with  the  conseot 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which  the  land 
lies,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  erecting  forts,  maga- 
zines, BtMnala,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buUd- 
ings.  Again :  where  the  United  States  hnve  no 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  they  cannot  enforce 
any  regulations  ihey  may  make  respecting  it,  bnt 
must  bold  the  land  id  the  same  manner  as  individ- 
uals, subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State.  The 
courts  of  the  United  States  cannot  afford  any  pro- 
tection to  such  property,  but,  for  all  injuries  done 
to  it.  the  General  Government  must  rely  wholly 
on  the  courts  of  the  State  where  the  land  lies  for 
redress.  The  powers  of  [he  (General  Goveramenc 
are,  therefore,  wholly  inadequate  to  the  control  of 
internal  improvements  within  the  Stales. 

Again:  every  power  of  Ihe  General  Qovernraeot 
is  adequate  lo  the  end  for  which  it  is  sranl«d,  bnt 
it  is  admitted,  by  ail  the  advoeatei  of  the  appro- 
priation, that  it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  lo 
erect  toll-^tes  on  the  Cumberland  road,  or  to  en- 
force any  regulations  respecting  it,  witboat  the 
consent  of  the  States  through  which  it  pasaeE.  1 
consider  this  a  surrender  of  the  whole  argument, 
and  a  complete  admission  that  the  General  QoT- 
ernment  has  no  power  over  the  rubjeet  of  inlemal 
improvements. 

The  same  reasoning  is  applicable  to  every  other 
species  of  internal  improvem<^t,  and  goes  to  show 
that  Congress  have  no  power,  by  iucorporaiions, 
or  otherwise,  to  inmfere  with  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  the  Slates  over  the  subject,  and  that  the 
only  way  in  which  Congress  can  aid  internal  im- 
provements is,  by  subscription  to  State  estabtisb- 

It  has  been  insinuated,  that,  although  there  is 
no  express  grant  of  this  pow.er  to  Congresa,  yet  ii 
results  to  tlie  Government  as  incidental  to  other 
powers.  Three  only  have  been  named :  that  rd- 
Btive  to  pDstoffices  and  post  roads,  the  one  relative 
to  internal  commerce,  and  the  one  relative  to  the 
public  force.  By  the  8th  section  of  Ihe  first  ar- 
ticle of  the  Coastilution,  Congress  have  power  to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roads.    To*  object 
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of  this  power  h  the  speedy  Bnii  re^lar  eommuni- 
cBtion  of  intellienice — it  was  exerciwd  by  (he 
to^ral  Buthority  before  the  reTo}ution  in  the  eol- 
oDiea — it  was  vested  in  I  be  Confederation,  and  was 
transferred  to  the  General  QovenitDent  on  ils  adop- 
tion— ander  no  form  of  its  administration  was  it 
erer  considered,  to  authorize  or  require  the  open- 
ing of  new  roads.  The  obvioas  meaning  of  the 
power  is  to  authorize  Confess,  from  the  roads 
already  in  use  between  diflerent  places,  to  select 
the  one  on  which  the  nuil  shall  be  carried,  and  lo 
designate  the  stations  where  the  mail  shall  be 
opened.  By  the  same  section.  Congress  have 
power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
Slates — and  in  conviction  of  the  IjeDeGts  that 
would  be  afforded  tocommercial  intercourse  by  the 
improvement  of  roads  and  canals  throughout  the 
United  Sutes,  has  prompted  an  effort  in  taror  of 
the  ejevcise  of  this  power  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment ;  bat  no  inducement  of  interest  is  sufficient 
to  cancel  the  obligations  of  duty,  or  release  us  from 
a  strict  obaervance  of  the  Coostitotional  limits  of 
our  aothority. 

The  object  of  this  clause  is  to  secure  the  reve- 
noe,  sad  to  exempt  the  citizens  from  vexation  and 
interraption  in  their  commereial  intercourse — the 
duties  are  paid  at  the  port  of  entry,  and  if  the  goods 
are  exported  to  other  Slates  unaceompanied  with 
evidence  of  payment,  are  liable  to  seizure,  and  the 
person  who  has  charge  of  them  is  liable  to  a  pen- 
alty. The  law,  therefore,  prescribes  the  evidence 
of  payment,  and  the  p<Hsession  of  the  document 
secures  the  owner  from  interruption  in  the  sale  of 
the  goods. 

By  the  tame  section,  Congress  have  power  to 
niae  armies,  and  every  other  power  incident  to 
the  defenceof  the  country,  and  it  is  conceded' (hat, 
if  forts  aie  necessary  in  any  State  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  settlement,  Congress  may,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  ease,  open  roads  to  march  the  troops,  and 
convey  cannon  and  mtmitions  of  war  to  such 
station. 

This  is  the  extent  of  the  power— it  is  the  result 
of  neoeviiiy,  and  ceases  with  that  neeessitr,  and 
is  betiered  to  be  the  only  ease  authorized  by  the 
Constimtion,  in  which  Congress  can  make  roads 
within  the  States. 

Mr.  W.  concluded  by  saying  that  wltat  he  bad 
stated,  was  in  justification  of  the  Tote  he  shonld 
give  on  the  question  before  the  Committee ;  it  was 
not  the  amount  of  the  appropriation,  but  the  Con- 
stiutiosal  siltaciple  that  would  be  violated,  that 
rendered  it  important — that  hebedbardy  suggested 
the  oatlineof  an  aigtraient  without  detail  or  illus- 
toatioit — that,  to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  he 
forbore  to  enter  further  into  the  subject.  He  re- 
peated that  these  were  his  views  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  he  was  bound  to  support,  and  that  the 
advocates  of  the  appropriation  must  either  rer""™ 
bis  objections  or  excuse  his  vote. 

Meurs.  PLiniBn,  of  N.  Hampshire,  Rsin,  Rbba, 
Mii-HOR,  and  Seroeaht,  expressed  their  opinions 
ID  favor  of  the  concurrence;  and  Messrs.  Ross, 
Wriqbt,  Hakdik,  NELSoif,  of  Maryland,  Stew- 
A.WT,  and  Smith,  of  Maryland,  against  it ;  when 
the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  decided  in 


Viu — MsMn.  Aleunder,  Allen  of  MMUchnselts, 
Archsr,  Bsldwin,  Bill,  Bsrberof  Ohio,  Bassetl,  Bste- 
msn,  Btsckledgc,  Blsir,  Borland,  Brown,  Baehiuan, 
'Borrows,  Barton,  Csmbieteng',  Cannon,  CiKedy, 
Cocke,  Colden,  Condict,  Conkling,  Conner,  Crafts, 
Deaisan,  DicUnsan,  Dorfce,  Sddy,  Edwards  of  Oon- 
nsMicnt,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  BosUs,  FirreBy, 
Findlsv,  FatUr,  GtmMt,  GaUurd,  Qilmer,  Okt,  Oor- 
ham,  GioM,  Hawk*,  Heaiphill,  Hobnt,  Hooks,  Hnb- 
bsid,  Ktjt,  Kiikltnd,  Laihrop,  Laftwlob,  JiiDoeln, 
LDn|E,McUarlj,HcCo7,HoDaffie,UoN^ll,Mol»WrT. 
Matlick,  Mstwn,  Mattocks.  Milnor,  MitdaU  of  Fenn- 
sTlvania,  Moore  of  Pvansjlvania,  Mottan,  Morraj, 
NeUon  of  Virnnia,  Overtlteal,  PhiUipa,  Pienon.Pb- 
mer  of  New  Bunpshire,  Pluioei  of  Fennqtlvtnia, 
Read  or  MsBsehosetls,  Said  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Bo- 
chaster,  Rogen,  RD|glca,  Bnu,  Rusull,  Sanders, 
Sergeant,  Arthur  Btiulh,  AleiiDder  Bmyth,  Spaacar, 
Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sle<en>on,  Stoddard,  Swan, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tucker  of  VirgiDJa,  Upham,  Tince,  Vau  Ranswlaar, 
Van  Wjct,  Walworth,  Whipple,  White,  Whitman, 
Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Wilson,  Wood,  Wood- 
cock, ind  Worenan. 

Niia — MeHra.  Allen  of  TeDneasee,  Baratow,  Bav- 
lies,  Bayly,  Breckenridge,  Bmlcr,  Csmpbell  of  Ohu, 
Chamben,  Cook,  CaahmsQ,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  Darling- 
ton, Jlwlght,  Hardin,  Hendricki,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hol- 
comba,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J. T.Jobnson,  J.8.  John- 
aton,  Jonea  of  Tanneaiee,  Kant,  Litfia,  Lowndes,  Mal- 
lary,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  Mildiell  of  Booth  Osrolina, 
Montgomery,  Moore  of  Virgioia,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Naals,  Nelw>n  of  Maryland,  Naw,  Newton,  Patlarson 
of  Panuylvania,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Boa^ 
Bawyer,  Scott,  Sloan,  S.  SmUh,  W.  Buiih,  J.  8. 
Smith,  Stewart,  Snearingea,  Tomtinaon,  Trimble, 
Walker,  WfUiama  of  Virginia,  WIUiamsDn,  Woodson, 
aud  Wright. 

TheamendsHntof  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
in  striking  out  the  clause  to  provide  for  building  a 
bridge  over  the  Monongahela  river,  where  Uie 
Cumberland  road  crosses  the  same,  was  also  ooa- 
curred  in,  withont  a  division. 

The  qaeetioQ  of  concurrence  with  the  Commit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  in  allowing  to  WiUiam  LmDbart 
one  thoQsaDd  dt^rs,  as  a  compensation  to  him 
for  takinglbe  iongiiade  of  the  Capitol,  being  undei 
consideiationi — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  increase  it  to  fifteen  bim- 
dred  dollars. 

Mr.  r.  JoREa  named  two  thousand  dollan,  and 
Mr.  Cooke  withdrew  his  motion  to  enable  hia 
colleague,  (Mr.  Jones,)  to  try  the  sense  of  the 
House  npisn  that  proposition. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  CoccB, 
Nbi^ok,  of  Virginia,  and  Rnaa.  and  iqtposed  by 
Messrs.  Wood  and  Haroin,  wnen  the  qaeetion 
was  taken,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  SiBLET  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a  piovison  to  at^opriate  for  additional  sur- 
veys in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  the  sum  of 
twelve  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Cooke  contended,  aud  the  Speaker  decided, 
that  the  proposition  was  not  in  order ;  and  no 
farther  motion  to  amend  having  been  o&red,  the 
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bill  was  ordered  to  be  en{[f  ossed  for  a  third  readins ; 
and  then  the  House  adjourned. 

WEDNEaoAT,  April  10. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  ilie 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  irhich  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "Ad  act  for  the  relief 
of  Holden  W.  Frout,  administrator  on  the  estate 
of  Joshua  W.  Proul,  deceased."  reported  the  same, 
with  a  recommendation  on  tae  part  of  the  'com- 
miliee  that  the  aaid  bill  be  postponed  indefiniletf. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rankim,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  adoption 
of  measures  to  try  the  title  of  the  Marquis  de 
MaisoQ  Rouge,  to  certain  lands,"  reported  the 
same  without  smendmenl,  which  was  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin^  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
8  bill  to  establish  an  additional  laod  office  m  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  j  vrhich  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  hill  vesting  in  the  commisJtioners  of  the 
counties  of  Wood  and  Sandusky  the  right  to  cet^ 
tain  lots  in  the  town  of  Perrysburg  and  Croghans- 
vUle,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  county  purposes ; 
which  bill  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  QiLMBB  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  him  on  the  7ih  of  January  last, 
making  an  appropriation  for  carrying  into  effect 
the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession  entered  into 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Qeor- 

E'ljOn  the24(h  April.  1802,  and  for  other  purposes, 
discharged  from  tne  consideration  thereof  and 
that  the  said  resolution  be  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
tennined  in  the  negative. 

The  House  then  took  into  consideration  a  rew>- 
Intjon  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Kent,  requiring 
infonnaiion  from  the  proper  department  m  relation 
to  the  public  lands  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocee,  the  House  agreed  to 
consider  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  the 
Attorney  General ;  which  Mr.  Cooke  proposed  to 
refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ;  and  he 
stated  his  object  to  be,  (hat  the  committee  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  deSning  more  particularly 
the  duties  of  that  officer  within  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  the  mover,  Mesius.  Seb- 
OBAiiT,  Abcbeb,  and  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, the  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  pre- 
Tailed. 

Mr.  Wood  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  Ubie. 

Whareas  it  is  tmpoTtint  thstthe  differeocB  of  langi- 
tod*  belwsen  the  Capitol  of  the  Unilod  Stslea  and 
etsTTatoriei  in  £anipa  ifaaald  be  ascMtainad  with  the 


freatest  powible  dcgrse  of  prcciaioD :  and  wbetea^ 
panusat  to  a  joint  reaolntion  of  the  two  House*  of 
Cangreu,  of  the  3d  of  March,  1831,  Willism  Lambert, 
appointed  for  thst  purpixe  by  the  PrMulent  of  the 
United  Bliles,  hu  mwle  sundry  obscrrations  nith 
that  view,  ind  hH  made  his  report  thareof;  and 
whereaa,  it  would  be  injudicious,  in  a  matter  of  such 
imparlauce,  to  trait  to  the  report  of  *  single  individ- 
ual, however  eaiinenl  in  science,  nilhoul  having  it 
eiamined  by  other  profeaslonat  men,  of  the  first  la- 
■pectabilitj :  Therefare, 

AesoAMd  by  the  Senatt  and  Houte  ofReprttentatitt* 
of  tkt  United  Statu  of  Ameriea,  in  Congrat  oMtnf 
bled.  Thai  tbe  President  of  the  United  Suiet  ba  an- 

thoriied  to  employ competent  petaona,  to  eiun- 

ine  the  observation*  sad  calcniations  reported  as 
afneaaid,  bj  William  Lambrrt;  and  further  to  con- 
cert with  ana  or  more  of  the  obseratoriea  in  Europe, 
la  make  correapondenl  obaertation*  on  the  edipeea  irf 
tbe  aatellitf*  of  Jupiter,  or  otherwise,  for  the  purpose 
ofvcrifying  tbe  reault*  of  the  observation*  eiateUin  tha 
aforesaid  reporL 

Mr.  MiTCBELL,  of  South  Carolina,  sabmiiled 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Whereas  an  act,  passed  on  the  3d  day  of  April, 
1608,  entitled  "An  aet  conceminK  public  conlraela," 
has  been  so  consuued  as  to  sanction  (he  sppointment 
of  members  of  Congress  to  diver*  public  empIoymeDl*, 
agfndes,  or  trusts,  by  the  authority  of  Eiecu  live  offi- 
cers of  tha  United  Stale*  ;  and  whereas,  on  the  purity 
of  the  Ssnale  and  House  of  Repreaantative*,  and  Ihcir 
fiecdam  from  Executive  iuSueoce,  depend  tbe  liberties 
of  the  people,  and  the  duribilitv,  soundness,  and  in> 
legrily,  of  the  Federal  Conilitution  : 

Suolved,  therefore.  That  the  Judiciary  Commilteo 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
venting any  member  of  Congress,  while  he  continues 
a*  such,  from  eiecuting  or  holding  any  empkiymeDl, 
agency,  or  trust,  in  behalf  of,  or  snywi*e  eoneeming, 
tbe  Oavernmsnt,  either  political,  lesal,  or  pmfeaaionsi, 
lo  which  tbe  aaid  member  may  be  appointed,  by  any 
EiGculive  officer  of  the  United  States. 

A  message  from  (be  Senate  infoimed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wii :  An  act  supplementary  to  the  acu 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  reuef  of  thepurchaaersof 
the  public  lands  prior  to  the  hrst  day  of  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty;"  an  aet  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Humphrey  and  Sylvester  Hum- 
phrey i  and  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W. 
Bacot ;  in  which  biLs  they  ask  the  concurrence 
of  this  House, 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  amend  the  act  grant- 
ing the  tight  of  pre-emption  to  certain  settlers  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes  i 
and  a  bill  lo  enable  the  holders  of  incomplete 
French  and  Spanish  titles  to  lands  within  that 
part  of  the  late  province  of  Louisiana  which  is 
now  comprised  within  the  limits  of  the  State  oT 
Missouri,  to  instituteproceedings  to  try  the  validity 
thereof  and  (o  obtain  complete  titles  for  the  saoie 
when  found  to  be  valid,  were  severally  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Commiilee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  support  or 
Qovetnment  for  the  year  1822,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 
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The  House  then  resolved  itaelf  Into  a  Commii- 
lee  of  ihe  Whole  on  the  bill  makiuff  appropria- 
tioas  for  the  aappott  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
Slatea  fot  the  year  1838,  and  on  the  bill  mskiiig 
appropriatioas  for  the  public  buildings. 

The  Navy  appropriaiioD  bill  was  first  taken  into 
coasideralion. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
reduce  the  amount  recommended  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  in  such  manner  as  to  dis- 
pense with  an  appropriation  for  compensation  to 
the  clerk  of  the  commandant  of  the  navy  yard  in 
the  City  of  Washington. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover  and 
Mr.  Cocke  ;  and  oppwed  by  Messrs.  Smith  of 
Mufland,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolina,  Steven- 
box,  lilTVLXj  and  COLDEH. 

The  question  was  first  taken  on  the  largest  sum, 
and  carried ;  which  was  et^uivalent  to  a  negative 
upon  Mr.  Williams' a  motion. 

The  various  appropriations  were  made  as  rec- 
ommended, and  the  bill  having  been  gone  through 
with — 

Mr.  CocKE  submitted  a  proviso,  the  purport  of 
which  was,  that  no  ])erson  who  was  in  arrears  to 
the  Gioremment,  should  receive  payment  under 
the  appropriations  of  that  bill,  until  those  arrears 
were  paid,  or  their  accounts  closed. 

The  proviso  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  making 
appropnations  for  the  public  buildings  was  then 
uken  up,  and  Mr.  Blacklkdoe,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  in  support  and  explanation  of  the  bill, 
observed  that,  in  reporting  it^  the  committee  were 
of  opinion,  the  sooner  the  buildings  are  completed, 
the  greater  will  be  the  advantage  to  the  Oovern- 
ment.  They  were  more  confirmed  in  their  opin- 
ion on  this  subject,  when  they  reflected  upon  the 
Urge  sums  which  bad  already  been  expended  upon 
the  public  buildings,  and  the  appropriations  which 
would  yet  be  required  to  complete  them.  The 
appropriation  asked  for  at  this  time,  Mr.  B.  ob- 
served, was  larger  then  the  appropriation  of  the 
last  year,  and  be  was  also  aware  of  the  greater 
caution  which  is  at  alt  times  exercised  by  the 
House  in  appropriating  the  public  money,  which 
is  by  DO  one  more  approved  than  by  himself,  but 
he  felt  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  him  to  advocate 
that  sum,  which,  if  appropriated,  would  have,  in 
hisopinion,a2reater  tendency  to  promote  the  pub- 
lic interest,  than  a  less  sum.  Sboold  the  work, 
however,  which  is  proposed  to  be  done  the  present 
year  be  completed,  he  was  authorized  to  say,  that 
the  annual  appropriatioas  would  in  future  be  less. 
The  committee  were  anxious  to  recommend  a  less 
appropriation  at  this  time,  but  were  convinced  that 
it  coDld  not  be  done  corisistently  with  the  public 
interest,  and  the  sum  asked  for,  was  estimated  for 
a  wooden  dome.  If  gentlemen  will  refer  to  I  he 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Expenditures,  they 
cannot,  said  Mr.  B.,  for  a  moment  hesitate  '~ 


to  swell,  and  by  the  time  tbe  building  was 
completed,  would  form  no  inconsideiable  item  in 
the  whole  expenditure.  Me  therefore  hoped  there 
would  be  no  objection,  oQ  the  part  of  this  Com- 
mittee to  fill  the  blank  with  tbe  sum  of  $120,000, 
which  was  asked  for  by  tbe  Committee  on  Public 


tiaating  the  work,  this  item  of  expenditure  will 


The  recommendations  of  the  c 
thereupon  respectively  agreed  to;  when 

Mr.  CocKE  proposed  to  add  a  proviso,  similar 
to  that  which  bad  been  adopted  in  reference  ta 
tbe  Navy  appropriation  bill,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  repoited  the  said 

Its  as  amended. 

In  the  Hoaa.  Mr.  Tracv  opposed  B  concurrence 

ith  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in  appropriat* 
ing  a  sum  of  about  810,000  to  make  good  a  deficit 
to  the  marine  corps  in  lB21,but  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  tbe  motion  to  concur  prevailed } 
end  the  residue  of  tbe  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  was  concurred  in,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  question  of  concurrence  with  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  their  report  upon  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  public  buildings,  being  \inder  eon- 
lideration — 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to  add  tbe 
jum  of  six  thousand  dollars  to  tbe  amount  reported 
for  building  of  wood,  the  dome  of  tbe  centre Iniild-    ■ 
ing  of  the  Capitol,  with  the  view,  and  for  the  ptir- 
pose,  that  it  be  built  of  brick. 

Mr  Tatlor  expressed  an  opinion,  that  the  coo- 
_. ruction  of  a  dome  of  wood  of  so  great  extent,, 
would  be  preferable  to  one  of  brick,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  the  motion  was  lost,  and  tbe 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
respectively  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

SOUTH  AMERICAN  GOVERNMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tbe  Union  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  missions  to  the  inde- 
pendent Governments  south  of  the  United  States. 
,  Mr.  Farselly  proposed  a  verbal  emendation, 
by  striking  out  the  word  "missions."  and  insert- 
ing, in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "diplomatic  inter- 
course,"  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Bdtleh  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  as  proposed  in  tbe  bill, 
to  tbe  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dollars,  but  the 
motion  was  negatived  by  a  large  majority ;  and 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  witboat 
amendment. 

In  the  House,  the  question  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  being  about  lo 

Mr.  Qarnett  rose,  he  said,'  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  few  observations  on  this  bill  before  it  was 
ordered  to  be  enerossed.  He  was  not  in  bis  seat 
at  the  moment  wlien  the-  second  resolution  pro- 
posed by  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^  to 
appropriate  8100,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  recognition  of  the  independence  ol 
the  late  South  American  Provinces  of  Spain  waa 
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_ ««2y  adopted.    If  he  had  bwD,  be  did  r 

know  thai  he  should  have  opposed  it  at  that  time, 
be  considered  the  questioo  as  iDTolriag  the  amou 
of  appropriation,  rather  than  the  principle  of  re- 
cognition. But  now,  that  both  resolutions  were 
embodied  in  (he  bill,  which  was  the  effective  act, 
he  felt  himself  coDstraioed,  consistently  with  the 
vote  be  bad  given  on  the  first  of  those  resolutions, 
and  with  the  opinions  he  entertained  of  the  jtolicy 
of  the  measure,  to  vote  against  il.  He  did  not 
doubt  that  it  was  competent  to  this  GorerDment, 
ftt  an/  period  of  the  revolutions  in  South  Amer- 
ica, to  nave  carried  on  a  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  the  Governments  there,  founded 
isting  relations  of  the  two  countries,  to  be  extended 
■B  ibose  relations  raulliplied,  but  always  to  be 
fined  strictly  within  the  limits  of  oar  commej 
coaneziona,  or  to  such  negotiations  generally,  a: 
were  absolutely  indispensable.  Indeed,  it  would 
be  a  very  bard  case,  if  nations  were  obliged  to 
forego  all  the  advantages  which  they  mi^l  de- 
rive froiD  an  intercourse  with  each  otber,  because 
Ibeir  Governments  were  unsettled,  and  tbey  had 
Bot  decided  who  were  to  be  tbeir  rulers.  Sucb  a 
Btate  of  ibiugs  might  continue  for  a  long 
Ibeir  muluaf  injurv.  In  point  of  fact,  s 
Government  has  already  treated  with  the  inde- 

Cadent  Governments  of  South  America.  We 
ve  an  agent,  at  this  moroeni,  in  Buenos  Ayres, 
who  has  been  trealiog  aa  tbe  subject  of  the  priva- 
teerias'  regulations  of  that  country,  and  we  shall 
probeUy  (real  with  Mexico,  whether  we  ackuow- 
ladoe  her  independence  or  not,  on  the  subject  of 
the  noun daiies  between  that  empire  uid  the  United 
Slates.  Tbe  right  to  treat  witb  a  GkivernmenI 
■4e  fOelo  on  matters  of  importaflce  and  necessity 
^d  not  been  denied,  and  our  exercise  of  it,  in  re- 
lation to  (be  new  Governments  of  South  Amenca, 
bad 'not  given,  nor  could  it  give  just  cause  of  of- 
fcaice  to  Spain,  or  to  any  other  country.    But, 


pro)>OMa,  is  required  by  our  actual  relationn  witb 
the  independent  provinces— its  avowed  purpose  is 
to  announce  to  (hem,  tha(  we  have  declared  tbe 
oUigalioDs  wbicb  bound  them  to  Spain  to  be  dis- 
solved, and  (hat  we  are,  (berefore,  willing  to  trea( 
witb  them  as  free  and  independent  nations.     It 

Siroposes  rather  a  social  friendly  inierconrae. 
bunded  on  sympathy  and  choice,  than  a  useful 
connexion  founded  on  reciprocal  interests.  In 
this  point  of  view,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  many  ob- 
jections (o  the  adoption  of  the  measure  at  this 
time,  some  of  which  he  had  already  given  in 
anolner  form,  and  therefore  be  should  not  now 
npeat  He  did  not  mean  to  enter  into  a  general 
▼iew  of  (bis  subject 

He  said  be  could  not,  in  any  light  in  which  he 
bad  been  able  to  view  it,  regard  this  question  as 
one  of  principle,  or  believe  that  our  acinowledg- 
ment  of  the  independence  of  (he  Soa(h  Americans 
was^  as  had  been  often  said,  a  great  moral  duty. 
'He  bad  always  considered,  and  still  considered  it, 
as  exclusively  a  question  of  policy.  If,  sir,  said 
Mr.  G.,  this  is  a  question  of  principle,  why  have 
we  not  acknowledged  them  before  1    Was  not 


Buenos  Ayres,  to  all  intenn  and  purposes,  as  in- 
dependent when  it  was  proposed  to  acknowledge 
her  before,  a.i  she  is  now,  and  more  so  than  Mex- 
ico and  Colombia  are,  in  the  latter  of  which,  at 
least,  a  show  of  opposition  is  still  kept  up  by  the 
royalists  1  If  the  act  had  been  done  before,  it 
wonid  have  been  imfvndent,  bot  it  would  also 
have  been  generous;  (not  that  he  approved  of  that 
hind  of  generosity,)  now  it  is  only  imprudent^  for 
generosity  implies  sacrifice — some  evil  xubmilted 
to,  or  some  good  foregone;  and  it  had  been  said 
we  incurred  no  risk  by  tbe  act;  hot  as,  in  bis  bum- 
ble judgment,  we  did  incnr  risk,  he  should  say  it 
was  generous.  He  was  sure  of  one  thing,  it  pro- 
ceeded from  a  generous  impulse. 

If,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  ibis  is  a  question  of  princi- 
ple, why  have  we  not  long  ago  acknowledged  the 
independenceofHayti,  which  has  been  established 
for  a  much  longer  period  than  that  of  any  one  of 
the  Soath  American  provinces,  and  against  which 
there  has  been  no  opposition  for-yeBrhpast  on  the 
part  of  the  mother  country?  The  reason  is  very 
obvious — we  are  very  properly  restrained  from 
acknowledging  it,  because  it  would  be  encour- 
aging rebellion  in  a  description  of  our  own  popu- 
lation, which  it  is  our  interest  to  keep  in  a  state 
of  sabordination  and  obedience.  No(wi(bitand- 
ing  the  strong  motives  of  interest  arising  from  out 
commerce  with  these  people,  (which  is  actually 
more  valuable  than  that  with  all  (be  provinces  of 
Spanish  South  America,)  to  extend  and  strenglheD 
our  relations  witb  them,  the  irttdential  considm- 
tion  alluded  to  has  been  sufficient  (o  counteract 
the  combined  force  of  opposite  interests,  and 
"  moral  duly." 

Mr.  G.  said,  these  considerations  clearly  satis- 
fied him,  that  every  question  of  the  acknowledg- 
ment by  us,  of  the  independ«ice  of  other  oations, 
must  be  controlled  and  decided  by  reaaonsof  policy. 
Our  Gkivernment  bad  heretofore  acted  in  relation 
to  (bis  question  on  considerationsof  policy.  There 
was  now  no  change  in  the  nature  of  the  qnestioB, 
though  there  might  be  in  the  circumstances  affeet- 
ing  it.  This  was  what  remained  to  be  determined, 
to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  (he  measure.  We  have 
only  to  ascertain  whether  thessme  motives  of  pre- 
caution and  prudence  existed,  which  had  h^eto- 
fore  restrained  us  from  acting,  or  whether  tbey  haid 
ceased  to  operaie.  Believing  then,  as  he  did,  that 
this  was  entirely  a  question  of  policy,  seeing  but 
very  trivial  advantages  could  resnlt  to  either  coun- 
try from  the  adoption  of  (be  measure  now ;  know- 
ing (hat  it  did  not  contribute  a  mite  to  the  inde- 
pendence of  South  America,  which  hnd  been  ef- 
fecied  without  oar  aid,  and  would  continue  in  spite 
ir  opposition,  he  was  not  willing  (o  encounter 
danger,  where  it  was  certain  that  nothing  could 
be  gained  by  either  party,  and  possible  that  some- 
thing might  be  lost  by  Iwth,  Mr.  G.  said,  thb 
question  should  be  considered  calmly  and  dispas- 
sionately ;  but  be  wai  inclined  to  think  eentlemen 
bad  always  suffered  themselves  (o  be  led  away  on 
this  subject,  by  their  feelings  and  sympathy;  by 
some  vague  idea  of  similitude  between  the  South 
Americans  and  ourselves;  of  resemblance  in  our 
history,  and  in  our  ibrms  of  governmont.     They 
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regard  tbem,  in  sborl,  not  oalf  u  patriots,  which 
tbey  are,  but  aa  Kpabiicaas,  which  they  are  not; 
but,  for  his  part,  though  he  waa  far  from  wishing 
'  to  depreciftle  the  aoble  exertions  of  those  people 
for  ttMir  independence,  he  had  never  yet  seen  any 
thing  in  their  public  proceedings  to  authorize  the 
belief  that  ihey  are  capable  of  enjoying  a  govern- 
tneat  similar  to  oarf,  or  any  otiier  form  of  free 
goTemmrat.  Independence  wa*  nut  desirable  for 
thein,  because  it  gave  them  ipio facto  a  free  go*- 
emment,  but  because  il  bestowed  on  them  the 


lent. 


>f  obtaining  it,  and  by  emaoeipatioE  tbem 
from  a  degraded  vassalage,  it  permitted  tbem  to 
p  on  unimpeded,  in  the  work  of  reform  and  im- 
provement. As  an  instance  of  the  notions  of  civil 
liberty,  which  prevail  in  these  connlries,  he  would 
ooly  refer  to  the  first  article  in  the  form  of  govern' 
ment  pvopoeed  by  Iturbide  for  Mexico,  (and  be 
believed  ineoiberStates  had  adopted  a  similar  pro- 
viiioD  in  their  constitutions.)  in  which  it  is  declar- 
ed, "  That  the  religion  of  new  Spam  is,  and  shall 
be,  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Apostolical,  without 
tderaiiiig  any  other ;"  and,  in  the  16th  article,  it  is 
further  declared, "  That  a  protecting  army  shall  he 
'  formed,  under  the  title  ot  the  Three  Ouarantees, 
'  becauseit  takes  under  its  protection:  first,  lbei>re- 
'servation  of  the  Catholic  religion,  co-operating 
'  with  all  its  efforts,  that  there  may  not  be  a  mix- 
'  tare  of  any  other  sects,  and  attacuog  all  the  ene- 
'  mies  that  may  injure  il."  He  '#as  not  Uamiog 
all  this ;  il  mjglit  t>b  very  right  for  what  be  knew ; 
it  might  be  the  best  form  oigoveramenl  of  which 
they  are  capable ;  it  might  even  evince  a  masterly 
policy  in  Iturbide,  thus  to  engage  a  powerful  (uriest- 
Lood  in  bvor  of  the  revolutira,  br  promising  to 
protect  them;  but  the  exclusive  Urieranceof  one 
religion,  to  be  enforced  by  such  means,  is  calcula- 
ted to  show  that  the  people  are  still  in  a  very  be- 
nifibted  state,  and  are  really  ignorant  of  the  true 
pnneiples  of  I'lee  government.  However,  then, 
we  may  symi«thize  with  them,  as  evety  one  must 
do  in  their  enbrts  for  independence  and  freedoin, 
we  should  not  suffer  that  sympathy  to  govern  as  in 
deciding  on  the  propriety  of  our  propowd  aeknow- 
ledjmniL 

But,  gentlemen  believe  that  no  possible  danger 
can  reeoJt  from  this  measure.  He  did  not  say  the 
danger  was  iMmmsat,  but  that  there  was  danger, 
and  that  the  benefit  being  liitleor  none,  the  danger, 
however  small.  deMfved  to  have  its  weight  in  our 
deeiHon.  He  had  before  attempted  to  point  out 
some  of  the  evils  which  might  possibly  arise  from 
our  recognition  ;  but  there  were  various  ways  in 
which  evil  might  arise  out  of  the  unforeseen  cou- 
nexions  and  combinaticms  which  would  grow  out 
of  this  event.  He  could  not  undertake  to  predict 
the  precise  manner  in  which  it  might  operate,  the 
time,  and  circumstances ;  but,  independentlv  of 
the  danger  of  war,  and  many  possible  evils  wnicb 
he  had  attempted  to  indicate  in  his  detailed  decla- 
ration, there  were  others  that  wve  prohaUe  and 
portentous.  What,  sir,  is  more  reasonable  than 
to  suppose  that  Spain,  finding  herself  about  to  lose 
all  her  American  territories,  will  seek  to  turn  lo 
some  account  those  that  remain  to  her.  by  selling 
thetn  to  some  purchaser  who  will  be  able  to  retain 


ihemi  And  this  ai^)rehension  derives  eonsideni- 
ble  support  in  the  most  recent  iatelligence  from 
Spain,  by  which  il  appears  that  the  subject  ot  a 
transfer  of  her  territories  has  been  actually  agitat- 
ed in  the  Cortes,  Now,  suppose  Spain  shouldcede 
Cuba  to  England,  or  even  the  Havana,  which  the 
latter  would  be  very  glad  to  take  at  the  price  of 
Gibraltar,  or  of  any  other  equivalent  she  could 
ofier.  Qibraltar  is  not  now  very  important  to 
England ;  the  island  of  Malla  answers  all  ber 
commercial  purposes  in  ihe  Mediterranean.  The 
Havana,  on  the  other  band,  would  be  the  moat 
important  acquisition  she  could  make.  As  a  mil- 
itary Dosition,  il  would  enable  her  to  command 
the  whole  Oulf  of  Mexico ;  and,  as  a  commercial 
one,  it  would  become  the  emporium  throagh  which 
she  would  supply  the  greater  part  of  South  Ame- 
rica with  the  products  of  the  world.  She  would 
establish  over  that  country  a  complete  influence; 
would  monopolize  its  commerce,  and  deprive  us 
of  nearly  all  the  benefit  which  we  mi^ht  expect, 
in  the  course  of  time,  to  derive  from  an  intercourse 
with  it.  With  France,  who  would  be  our  natural 
ally  against  England  in  soch  an  event — for  the 
occupation  of  the  Havana  by  the  lalier  would  be 
viewed  by  her  with  just  apprehension — we  are, 
unfortunately,  on  terms  which  forbid  us  to  expect 
her  hearty  co-operation,  li  may  be  said,  that  the 
Havana  might  be  ceded  to  England  whether  we 
recognised  tne  independence  of  South  America  or 
not.  It  is  trae,  this  might  happen  ;  but  we  render 
it,  by  our  act,  moch  more  prouble.  Sir,  wifl  not 
the  resentment  of  Smin,  when  she  hears  of  the 
step  wehave  taken,  flispose  her  much  more  strong- 
ly to  yield  to  the  overtures  of  England  7  And 
will  it  not  preclude  us  from  becoming  her  compe- 
titors  in  the  purchase?  She  has  Ihe  same  eqaiva- 
lents  to  offer  that  we  have,  and  the  good  will  of 
Spain  into  the  bamin.  Sir,  Spaia  would  not 
let  us  have  il  now  (or  three  pnees.  Il  is  a  univer- 
sal opinion  in  the  United  Slates  that  it  is  utterly 
incompatible  with  onr  best  interests  that  England 
should  possess  Cuba  ;  and  it  is  a  very  general  and 
a  growing  idea,  that  if  Spain  does  not  retain  it, 
or  it  should  not  be  independent,  we  ought  lo  have, 
and  must  have  it  ourselves.    Our  act  will  not 


deprecate.  There  are  many  other  modes  which 
will  readily  suggest  themselves  to  the  minds  of 
gentlemen,  by  which  England  may  inroflt  by  the 
measure  we  are  going  to  take, and  which  it  is  un- 
necessary lo  dwell  on.  If  Spain,  as  some  believ- 
ed, was  disposed  lo  recognise  the  independence  of 
the  provinces,  neither  ihey  nor  we  would  have 
itifiered  by  s  short  delay,  and  all  disagreeable  coo- 
sequences  would  have  been  avoided. 

But,  Mr.  O.  remarked,  he  had  another  objection 
to  the  measure,  distioct  from  its  policy — it  wa.^  to 
the  form  of  recognition  we  had  adopted.  When 
the  original  author  of  this  measure,  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  now  no  longer  a  mem- 
ber, Gnt  brought  it  forward,  as  well  as  on  the  sub- 
sequent occasions,  it  was  proposed  mncly  to  provide 
an  outfit  and  salary  for  a  Minister,  to  be  lent  to 
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the  OorernmeDt  ioiended  to  be  acknowledged — a 
proposiiioD  which,  uaaccompanied  with  the  avow- 
ed purpose  of  the  mission,  would  only  hare  id- 
Tolved  the  right  to  treat  with  the  QoTerament  d« 
faelo.     But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  whit  is  the  preseot 

Sroposition  1  Why,  it  is  to  annouace  a  formal 
ectaration  which  the  CoDgrcEs  of  the  United 
States  have  made,  tatidem  wrMt,  that  the  proviaces 
of  Spain  liave  dissolved  the  bands  which  connect- 
ed them  with  her,  and  that  thev  no  longer  owe 
her  all^iance.  This  is  certainly  true;  but  he 
doubted  exceedingly  whether  any  goverameaC  had 
a  rjghtto  declare  that  a  nation  or  people  no  longer 
owe  allegiance  to  another  government,  to  which 
it  had  been  due,  and  which  still  claims  it.  He 
knew  no  instance  in  which  one  government  had 
made  such  a  declaration  in  relation  to  another 
with  which  it  was  at  peac&  It  necessarily  in- 
volved the  right  to  declare  that  nations  did  owe 
allegiance  to  other  governments ;  and  a  future 
Congress  would  have  just  as  good  a  right  (if  it 
were  possible  that,  in  aubservieDcy  to  the  views  of 
Spain,  or  of  the  legitimates  of  Europe,  they  should 
be  BO  di.tposed,)  to  declare  that  the  late  provinces 
of  Spain  had  not  dissolved  the  bands  which  con- 
nected ihem  with  her,  and  did  owe  allegiance. 
Those  legiiimates,  on  the  same  principle,  might 
now  declare  that  the  United  States  still  owe  aHe- 
^iaoce  to  England.  If  we  can  declare  a  people 
independent,  without  giving  cause  of  ofibnce, 
so  likewise  we  can  guaranty  thai  indepeadence 
without  giving  cause  of  offence.  Could  we  now 
do  this  in  relation  to  South  America?  It  is  but 
one  step  from  this  doctrine  to  that  asserted  by  the 
monarchical  governments  of  ibe  old  conliaenc — 
that  they  have  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  internal 
concerns  and  arrangements  of  other  governments. 
We  ^o  farther,  for  they  practise  on  this  doctrine 
only  in  regard  to  neighbors,  for  which  there  is  a 
show  of  pretext 

If  the  doctrine  be  just,  and  the  rest  of  Europe 
may  say,  France  shall  not  be  republican,  we  may 
vay,  Mexico  shall  not  be  imperial.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  protested  alio^lher  against  this  principle.  It 
was  unjust,  and  it  was  not  the  interest  of  the  re- 
publics  of  the  world  to  assert  it,  because  they  were 
weaker  than  the  monarchies.  Like  certain  prin- 
ciples of  national  law — such,  for  example,  as  the 
right  of  search,  the  right  of  impressment,  or  the 
right  of  blockade,  without  an  actual  investraenl — 
it  might  be  advantageous  for  those  nations  to  as^ 
■ert  it  who  could  maintain  it ;  but  it  was  a  prin- 
ciple which  did  not  yet  suit  republics.  The  right 
or  making  or  unmaking  sovereigns  by  declaration, 
would  be  rather  a  dangerous  thing  for  us.  Let  it 
reniais  where  it  alone  exists — in  the  peopleof  each 
country.  He  had  considered  the  question  of  right 
as  well  as  of  policy,  in  reference  to  our  interest; 
and  here  he  b^ged  leave  to  say,  that  it  was  ab- 
surd to  attempt  to  draw  a  distinction  between  na- 
tional interest  and  national  honor  and  generosity. 
There  were,  to  be  sure,  temporary  and  immediate 
intereete,  and  there  were  remote  and  permanent 
interests;  we  should  take  a  comprehensive  view 
of  both,  and  be  governed  by  enlightened  princi- 
ples in  our  choice.    A  Government,  particularly  if 


it  was  representative,  had  no  right  to  be  generoos 

at  the  expense  of  the  interests  oC  the  people.    An 

individual  may  make  sacrifices  by  wnich  he  does 

~  expect,  even  ultimately,  to  be  benefitted ;  a 


phraseology  of  the  world  produces  the  hl- 
lacy  that  national  ml«est  and  national  honor  are 
distinct.  Nations,  like  individuals,  are  in  the 
habit  of  boasting  of  their  honor,  generosity,  and  so 
forth.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal,  of  late  yean, 
of  the  generosity  and  magnanimity  of  England,  in 
making  so  many  Kacrifices  for  the  peace  ol  the  Eu- 
ropean continent,  and  in  opposing  the  ufaurpatioot 
of  Napoleon.  Her  authors  and  her  orators  hare 
set  forth  her  praises,  in  this  respect,  in  very  pom- 
pous strains,  and  the  people  of  the  Continent  have 
been  silly  enough  to  repeat  her  boasts,  and  give  her 
the  credit  for  aisinteiestedness  she  claimed.  But  I 
does  any  one  seriously  believe  that  England,  in 
sacrificing  so  much  for  the  peace  and  security  of 
Europe,  did  not  consider  that  she  was  surrender-  i 
ing  inconsiderable  and  temporary  for  great  permt-  ! 
nent  advantages  1  And^  he  would  say,  if  sne  had 
acted  on  any  other  principle,  she  would  have  acted 
wrong.  By  the  same  principles  we  should  be 
governed  in  our  relations  with  South  America.  If 
we  could  have  assisted  her  to  achieve  her  inde- 
pendence, without  bringing  ruin  on  her  as  well  as 
ourselves,  we  should  probably  have  done  so;  for 
it  is  our  interwt  that  she  should  be  independent. 
Generosity  and  interest  would  have  corresponded; 
the  only  question  would  have  been,  as  to  the  jus- 
tice of  our  interference.  But  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  that,  if  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  were 
to  commence  a  crusade  against  her,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  putting  down  republican  government, 
It  would  be  both  our  interest  and  our  duty  to  make 
common  cause  with  her — to  defend  her,  for  the 
sake  of  defending  ourselves ;  hut,  to  maintain  that 
it  could  ever  be  our  duty  to  assist  her  when  it  was 
not  our  interest,  or  at  least  when  it  was  against 
our  interest^  would  bean  argument  utterly  unsound 
and  inadmissible. 

Before  I  conclude,  said  Mr.  G.,  I  will  make  a 
few  remarks  relative  to  myself.  I  am  pert'eetly 
satisfied  with  the  reasons  given  by  those  gentle- 
men who  voted  against  ray  declaration  being  in 
serted  in  the  Journal — founded,  as  they  were,  on 
the  inexpediency  of  establishing  such  a  precedent; 
and  I  am  gratified  with  the  expression  of  their  re- 
spect for  my  motives.  The  intention  of  that  dec- 
laration, however,  was  to  strengthen,  (though  cer- 
tainly that  was  not  requijed,)  not  to  im[«ir,  the 
efiect  of  the  measure  adopted  by  the  majority,  and 
to  prevent  my  vote  being  misinterpreted  at  a  dis- 
tancCj  and  at  a  future  period,  into  hostility  to  the 
principles  of  the  revolutionary  Governments,  and 
their  independence;  and  certainly  there  was  rea- 
son to  apprehend  this,  when  already  that  vote  has 
been  misconstrued  by  malignity,  stupidity,  or  the 
obsequiousness  which  seeks  to  propitiate  majori- 
ties, and  to  profit  by  flattery.  I  have  been  very 
undeservedly  complimented  lor  my  sagacity  in  dis- 
covering dangers  which  were  not  visible  to  others. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  have  made  any  such  discove- 
ries.   My  merit  or  demerit  consists  solely  in  bav- 


DigmzcdbyGoOglC 


1626 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGRBS8. 


/tuMftf  0/  the  PMCt—DiHrttt  0/  CMimbia. 


Araih  1622. 


H.  OF  R. 


in^  adhered  to  the  opiDions  I  eDtotmined,  in  com- 
mon with  man^  others,  on  the  three  former  occ&- 
sioDs,  irhen  this  meanire  was  discusaed,  tioce  I 
liave  been  a  member  of  ihia  House.  I  am,  air, 
equally  nndeaervin^  the  censure  of  siagaiarity;  it 
is  known  thai  mjr  singnlarity  was  in  my  rote,  not 
in  my  opinion.  1  am  very  far  from  blaming 
any  one  lor  yielding  bis  opinion  to  the  majority. 
There  may  be  occasions,  where  qneslions  of  policy 
are  inTolred,  on  which  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
mahe  a  compromise  with  oar  opinion ;  but  it  is  a 
discretion,  for  the  exercise  of  which  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  lo  determine  the  proper  occasion, 
and,  when  determined,  it  can  never  be  exereiseo 
without  danger. 

TheBtischief  is,  when  you  once  begin,  you  never 
know  where  to  atop.  You  b^n  wilb  great  occa- 
Mons,  and  you  proceed  from  greater  lo  less  until 
you  have  no  opinion  to  compromise,  and  yoar 
only  inquiry  or  care  is  to  ascertain  whether  or  not 

K>u  are  in  a  roajorily.  Everything  that  is  valua- 
e  in  the  character  of  a  representaiive  may  be 
gradnaUy  destroyed  by  this  system  of  compliance. 
Sir,  tbe  approbation  of  our  own  conscience  is 
better  than  the  applause  of  men.  It  was  once  my 
misfortnne,  or  my  fault,  to  have  yielded  my  opin- 
ion to  the  majority.  I  allude  (o  my  vole  in  favor 
of  the  resotDiioD  under  which  Missoari  was  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union — the  most  awful  oceuion 
on  which  this  House  ever  had  to  act.  I  was  op- 
poeed  to  it,  not  because  i  was  an  anti-Mi^sourian, 
but  because  1  w>^  if  any  thing,  an  altra-Missou- 
Tian.  1  was  unwilliog  to  deprive  ourselves  here' 
afler  of  the  Constitntional  argument,  hy  admitting 
that  Congress  could  impose  any  conditions  what- 
soever, on  the  admission  of  a  Stale  into  the  Union, 
even  such  as  were  thought  nugatory ;  but  1  thoushl 


yielded  my  opinion  to  the  majority,  and  voted  for 
the  resolution.  1  af^rwards  had  an  opportnnity 
of  recalliDE  mjr  vote;  but  bad  I  lost  that  opportu- 
nity, this  deviation,  pardonable  as  it  may  seem, 
woiud  have  cost  me  much  pain — pain  that  I  woula 
not  have  perpetuated  by  placing  myself  irrevoca- 
bly in  the  same  situation,  for  all  the  honors  my 
country  could  bestow  on  me.  Sir,  my  situation  in 
being  in  so  .Mngular  a  minority  is  not  an'enviable 
one;  but  1  am  not  afraid  of^ minorities.  A  man 
who  is  afraid  to  be  in  a  minoritji,  is  just  as  unfit 
for  a  legislator,  as  a  man  who  is  afraid  to  fighi, 
is  unfit  for  a  soldier.  1  have,  however,  no  occa- 
sion for  uncommon  fortitude  to  snpport  the  ob- 
loquy I  may  encounter.  As  far  as  I  know,  I  have 
been  eensnred  by  no  one  whosepraise  is,  at  least, 
very  intensely  lo  be  coveted.  Those  who  associ- 
ate with  me,  and  who  know  m^  have  done  me 
the  jostice  to  bear  testimony  to  ine  parity  of  my 


intentions,  if  not  lo  the  correctness  of  my  judg- 
ment As  for  those  miserable  panders  to  public 
opinion,  who  have  aspersed  me  witbout  knowioe 
me ;  who,  when  I  was  in  a  large  majority,  and 
aTLeiwards  in  a  large  minority,  on  this  very  (]ue»- 
tion,  were  too  cowardly  to  attack  m^  but  waited, 
assassin-like,  until  my  company  had  left  me,  to 
fall  upon  me;  as  to  those  Doasled  guardians  of 


national  rights,  those  watchful  sentinels  of  public 
and  private  liberty,  the  chosen  conductors  of  the 
free  press,  who  evince  iheir  attachment  to  the 
freedom  of  natioos,  by  trying  to  put  down  the 
freedom  of  individual  opinion,  their  clamor  and 
their  calumny  pass  by  me  as  the  idle  wind.  On 
ihis  subject,  sir,  as  on  all  others  connected  with 
my  public  conduct,  I  am  without  fear  and  with- 
reproach.  1  neither  deprecate  ceosnre,  nor 
:it  praise.  I  am  always  happy  in  the  eood 
opinion  of  others,  but  I  do  not  depend  on  it.  I  am 
self-poised. 

When  Mr.  G.  bad  concluded,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  ordnto  enj^ross  for  a  third  reading 
-"Bs  carried  by  a  large  majority. 

JURISDICTION  OF  JUSTICES  D.  C. 

The  Hoiue  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
justices  of  tbe  peace  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  tbe  bill  by  striking  out  the  enacting  clause, 
so  as  to  lest  the  principFe — his  primary  objection 
to  it  being,  fso  far  as  the  reporter,  from  bis  posi' 
tion,  was  able  lo  hear,)  that  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional, on  the  ground  that  it  loolc  away  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury. 

Mr.  CoKoicT  moved  that  the  Committee  rise 

id  report  progress  ;  which  was  refused. 

Mr.  Neale  said  he  bad  calculated  on  the  objec- 
tions that  were  made  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill 
nndcT  consideration ;  but  he  believed,  if  gentle- 
men would  attend  particularly  lo  the  terms  of  the 
Constitution,  they  would  come  to  the  same  con- 
that  tbe  committee  did  who  reported  the 
bill.    The  terms  of  the  Constitution  are,  that  "in 

.  law,  where  the  value  in  contro 

versy  bball  exceed  twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury  shall  be  preserved."  Mr.  N.  said  he  wtmtd 
be  among  the  last  to  give  a  vote  that  would  in- 
fringe or  violate  the  Constitution  ;  but  he  believed 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  under  consideration  pre- 
served entire  the  right  of  trial  b^  ioty.  The  oill 
authorizes  either  parlv,  plaintiff  or  defendant, 
ihould  either  of  them  be  dissatisfied  with  the  de- 
;bion  of  the  justice  of  the  [hace,  lo  appeal  to  the 
circuit  court,  where  either  may  demand  a  trial  by 
jury,  or  submit  the  same  lo  the  decision  of  the 
court.  Gentlemen  seem  to  think  that  tbe  t emu 
of  the  Constiiution  are  imperative,  and  that  the 
trial  by  jury  muiit  be  had,  in  the  first  instance,  be- 
fore the  justice  of  the  peace.  The  error  of  this 
opinion,  he  believed,  would  be  seen  when  we 
reflect  that  the  Constitution  does  not  define  any 
particular  time,  or  say  at  what  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, the  trial  by  jurv  is  to  be  had,  but  only 
guaranties  to  the  citizen  the  right  of  trial  by  jury; 


guaraniies  id  ine  ciuzen  ine  iigni  oi  iriai  oy  jury  : 
consequently,  the  time  when,  or  at  what  stage  of 
the  proceedings,  tbe  trial  by  jury  is  to  be  had,  is  a 
proper  subject  for  legislation  ;  provided  you  do  not 
thereby  prostrate  tbe  trial  by  jury,  or  involve  it  in 
such  difficulties  as  would  render  it  unavailing  to 
the  parties.  Will  the  bill  do  this?  It  is  believed 
not.  It  will  be  readily  granted  that  a  trial  by  jury 
would  be  better  conducted  before  the  judges  M 
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your  coon  ibao  before  a  juslice  of  the  peace. 
Manf  quettitms  might  and  would  arise,  reiatiog 
to  (he  competency  of  wiineases,  &c.  during  the 
trial,  which  your  judsea  are  more  competent  to 
decide  than  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Jasiice  would 
of  course  be  rendered  more  certain  from  a  trial  by 
jury  before  (he  court,  than  a  trial  by  jury  before  a 
juitice  of  the  peace.  And  it  will  not  be  denied  that 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  secured  lo  the  citizen 
that  juaiice  may  be  done.  This  bill,  in  bet,  extends 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury,  because  it  gives  the  right 
of  appeal  where  the  sum  exceeds  Gre  doHart,  and 
UBOD  all  appeals  there  may  be  a  trial  by  jury. 
But  it  is  Directed  that  the  party  appealuig  must 
gi»e  security  before  he  can  have  his  trial  by  jury ; 
and  thiii  is  thought  lo  violate  the  Constitution.  In 
answer  to  thi*  objection  Mr.  N.  would  remark, 
that,  lo  constitute  particular  tribunals  for  the  ad- 
justment of  GontroTcrsies,  and  to  submit  to  the 
exercise  of  summary  remedies,  or  to  a  temporary 
privation  of  rights  of  the  deepest  iomest,  are 
among  the  comnun  incidents  of  life 


ich  a 


bonds,  forthcoming  bonds,  and  contracts  ofrerrice. 
Again,  Mr.  N.  would  aOt,  is  obliging  a  non-resi- 
dent  plaintiff  to  give  security  for  costs  before  he 
can  have  his  Irialby  jury,  or  holding  k  defendaDt 
to  bail,  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  1  We  know 
this  is  every  day's  practice,  and  no  one,he  believed, 
ever  thought  it  nncotislitutioDal. 

The  provisions  of  the  bill,  Mr.  N.!iaid,were  not 
more  ud constitutional  than  the  summary  proceed- 
ings authorized  by  your  revenue  laws,  attachment 
laws.  iix.  It  authorizes  (he  commeuconent  of 
suit  by  warrant,  to  be  tried  before  a  justice  of  ibe 
peace  in  the  first  instance,  iastead  of  the  ordinary 
common  law  process,  and  the  laws  mentioned 
authorize  proceedings  in  the  first  instance  different 
from  the  ordinary  commoQ  law  proceeding,  and 
yet  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  is  preserved.  In  the 
construction  contended  for  by  him,  Mr.  N.  said 
he  was  supported  by  the  authority  of  most  of  the 
States  in  (he  Union,  whose  opinion  he  would  not 
urge  as  conclusive  with  the  Committee,  but  it 
would,  DO  doubt,  have  great  weight.  Many  of  the 
Slates,  indeed  he  might  say  all  out  three  or  four, 
had  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the 
peace  to  sums  above  twenty  doUais ;  regulating 
in  different  modes  the  trial  by  jury  where  demand- 
ed, when  the  sum  exceeded  that  amount.  He  be- 
lieved he  was  further  supported  by  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  die  United  States,  in  the 
case  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  against  Oakley, 
where  the  power  given  to  the  bank  by  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  incorporating 
the  same,  was  incomparably  greater  than  any 
power  designed  by  this  bill  to  be  given  to  justices 
of  the  peace;  and  yet  the  court  determined  that 
the  law  was  not  unconstiiuiional,  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury  being  preserved,  although  by  that  law 
a  defendani  could  not  exercise  that  right  until 
theieturnof  a  capiat  ad  tatitfaaiaidam, fieri  faciat, 
or  attachment  by  way  of  execution,  which  process 
might  be  in  the  first  initance  ordered  againit  the 
deMors  to  said  bank.  Such  a  power,  Mr.  N.  said, 
he  would  frankly  acknowledge,  he  would  not 


consent  to  give  to  any  corporation  or  indiTidnal. 
As  to  the  expediency  of  passing  the  bill  imder 
cansideraiioo,  Mr.  N.  would  obMrve,  that  claimi 
under  fifty  dollars,  for  which  suits  were  brought, 
were  generally  due  from  persons,  in  moderate  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  costs  accruing  on  suits  in  this 
Crt  of  the  DislTict,mnst  beoppresHVe.  He  would, 
fore  he  resumed  his  seat,  refer  to  a  paper  placed 
in  bis  hands  by  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  by  which 
it  appears  that  the  costs  in  a  case  in  the  Circuit 
Court  in  the  county  of  Washington,  in  this  Dis- 
trict, where  the  sum  exceeds  twenty  dtdlan,  ((or 
example,  he  would  lake  twenty-one  dollars,)  ftnd 
wherejudgmentshouldbe  confessed,  would  uooont 
to  aboui  twenty  dollars.  If  such  a  case  should  be 
disputed,  and  a  trial  had,  with  two  witaeaMs  at- 
tending two  days  each,  and  supposing  the  attor- 
neys in  the  case  to  charge  ten  dollars  each,  the 
whole  amount  of  cost  would  be  fotty-Biae  dol- 
lars and  fifty  cents,  as  estimated  on  this  paper. 
He  would  leave  the  members  of  the  Committee  to 
estimate  what  the  costs  would  be  if  there  were 
many  witnesses  attending  many  days.  Belieriitg, 
as  he  did,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were  not 
inconsistent  with  the  Constitnlisn,  and  that  the 
passage  of  it  would  benefit  the  creditor,  by  enabling 
nim  more  speedily  to  recover  his  debts,  and  benent 
also  the  debtor  by  reducing  the  costs  ineldeoi  to 
the  recovery  of  small  debts,  he  felt  himiaelf  bound 
to  give  it  his  support. 

Mr.  WooococK  thought  that,  tnr  niferenee  to 
the  7th  section  of  the  bill,  it  wculd  be  seen  that 
the  right  of  trial  by  jury  was  entirely  taken  VWKJ; 
aiid  he  contended  that  the  right  of  appeal,  lor 
which  it  provided,  was  not  a  Ci>nstttutioaal  stunti* 
tute,  nor  a  desiraole  privilege.  His  objection  to 
the  bill  was  founded  ntheron  principle  Iban  eipe- 
diency. 

Mr.  Kent  said,  in  legislating  for  the  District, 
he  would  always  be  infiuenced  by  the  same  mo- 
tives and  feeling  that  would  govern  him  were  he 
a  meibber  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland.  He 
would  there  support  a  measure,  if  it  could  be  con- 
sistently done,  that  was  called  for  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  people.  The  bill  before  the  Commit- 
tee, from  the  memorials  presented,  was  asked  for 
by  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  this  DiaUict ; 
and.  although  it  wv  a  disfranchised  territory,  and 
could  only  gratuitously  have  its  wishes  known  on 
this  floor,  he,  for  one,  would  support  them,  when 
intrusted  lo  him,  even  in  that  manner.  All  Mi. 
K.  asked  of  gentlemen  was  to  extend  to  this  Dis- 
trict the  advantages  of  such  laws  as  were  enjoyed 
by  their  constituenta  in  their  several  States,  nine- 
teen out  of  twenty-four  of  which  had,  by  their 
laws,  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  magistrates  fnMD 
thirty  to  one  hundred  dollars;  and  he  preeunscd 
what  wax  Coastitntional  in  the  different  Slates 
was  equally  so  in  this  District.  In  Maryland, 
this  system  had  been  in  successful  operation  for 
several  years,  very  beneficially,  he  believed,  and 
entinly  to  the  xatisfaction  of  the  people — there  bad 
not  been  a  murmur  against  it,  tnal  he  had  heard, 
and  he  was  witling  to  test  the  same  system  here, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  expense,  delay,  and  loss  of 
time,  which  was  experienced  under  the  existing 
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one.  Mr.  K.  bad  no  ConstilDlional  scruples  kboat 
ibe  ball,  iiUKmueti  «s  the  trial  by  jury  was  secured, 
if  wished  for,  by  the  parties. 

Mr.  Mkscer  obserred  that  when  he  assented  to 
■  report  of  this  bill  by  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  he 
expressed  his  iatention  to  reserve  to  himseli'  the 
right  of' presentiag  his  views  aa  the  subject^  with- 
out being  at  all  compromitteJ  by  il.  He  said  thai 
that  part  of  the  District  which  was  ceded  by  Vir- 
ginia, was  not,  he  believed,  in  favor  of  the  bilj.  If 
sDch  extortion  as  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Ngale)  bad  described,  in  reality  existed,  he 
thought  it  was  confined  to  that  part  of  the  District 
whica  was  north  of  the  Potomac.  The  portion 
which  was  taken  from  Virginia  were  desirous  to 
retain  their  ancient  rights  and  privilcRes.  If  an 
evil  existed,  it  was  to  be  corrected  only  where  it 
was  to  b«  found,  and  the  remedy  was,  not  by  alter- 
ing the  nature  of  the  jurisdiction,  but  by  limiting 
those  fees  bj  lav,  which  might  be  deemed  oppres- 
sive and  UDjOst. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messrs. 
Woodcock,  Nelsok,  of  Virginia,  Mitchell,  of 
Sontb  Carojioa,  Mhrcer,  Moore,  of  Virginia,  in 
favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  oat — and  by  Messrs. 
Kbht,  Mali^ast,  Neale,  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
and  Batbmax,  a^inst  it. 

The  question  l^ing  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike 
ont,  it  was  decided  in  Ibe  negative — onlyabout  25 
rising  for  it 

Alter  some  farther  remarks  on  the  subject,  in 
which Henrs.  Williamson,  Neale,  and  Nelsoh, 
of  Virginia,  took  part,  theCommitteeof  the  Whole, 
of  Mr.  TOHLiNBON,  rose,  and  reported 


■TS^.. 


Ir.  Hauiwin  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Friday  next,  call  for  the  coDsiderations  of  the  re- 
sotuiions  he  bad  heretofore  submitted  on  the  stib- 
jeet  of  manafactares. 

TauRaoAY,  April  11. 

Mr.  Hbtcalpb,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 

Aftirs,  lo  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 

SeaaW,  entitled  "An  act  to  abolish  the  United 

Staiea    Itadiog  establishment  with  the    Indian 


The  HfKiM  proceeded  to  consider  the  reeoloi 

sDbmiOed  hj  Mr.  BAiarrr  on  the  9th  instant,  the 
third  of  which  being  modified,  by  insertiog  "and 
naval"  after  the  word  "military,"  it  was  then  or- 
dered, thattbe  said  reaolatioos  be  conunlited  to  the 
CocDmittee  of  the  Whole,  to  wfaich  is  committed 
the  bill  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  relative 
to  the  Treuory,  War,  and  Navy  Departments. 

A  iDotioB  was  made  by  Mr.  Wood,  that  the 
House  do  novr  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
sabmitted  fay  him  yesterday^  in  relation  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  first  meridian  for  the  United 
States;  and  on  thequesiion.  Will  the  House  con- 
sider the  said  resolution  7  it  was  determined  in  the 

Hills  of  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles, 
wit :  1.  Ab  act  snpplemailary  to  the  act,  entitled 


'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands,  prior  totbe  first  day  of  July,  laaO;"  2.  An 
-  '  rot  the  relief  of  Atutaader  Humphrey,  and 

Iventer  Humphrey ;  and  3.  An  act  for  the  relief 
Thomas  W.  Bacol ;  were  severally  read  the 

t  and  second  time,  and  referred,  the  first  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands ;  the  second  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  the  third  to  the 
Committee  oo  the  Post  Office  and  Fo»i  Roads. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit : 
"An  act  making  appropriations  for  ibe  support  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  Stales  for  the  year  1822  j" 
"An  act  making  appropriaiionn  for  the  Public 
Buildings)"  and  "An  act  making  an  appropria- 
liOD  to  defray  the  expenses  of  missions  to  the  in- 
dependent  nations  of  the  American  continent;" 
were  severally  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 
JURI8DICTI0N  OF  JUSTICES  D.  C. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  [he  Whole  oQ  the  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  justice*  of  the  peace,  in  the  recovery  of 
debts,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Nelbon,  of  Virginia,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, the  purport  of  which  was  to  confine  the 
operation  of  the  law  to  future  coniiaciB. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Neale,  and  lost. 

Mr.  Woodcock  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
introducing,  as  a  second  >ecIion,  a  provuiion,  the 
object  of  which  waa  to  secure  to  defendants,  in 
actions  where  the  amount  shall  exceed  the  sum  of 
twenty  dollars,  the  privilege  of  demanding  a  trial 


The  motion  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Wood- 
cock, Walworth,  and  Nelson  of  Maryland ;  and 
opposed  br  Messrs.  Wbiobt  of  Maryland  and 
Nealej  wnen  the  question  waa  taken  thereon  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  56,  noes  52. 

Mr.  WooncocK  then  moved  that  the  Coimait- 
tee  rise  and  report,  with  a  view  to  recommit  the 
bill,  in  order  that  the  residue  of  the  same  might 
be  made  to  corre^nd  with  the  amendment  which 
had  been  just  adopted ;  but  the  moticHi  was  neg- 
atived. 

After  a  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhabitants  of 
Alexandria  had  been  read — 

Mr.  RocuESTEB  renewed  the  motion  to  rise  and 
report  priwress,  which  wa's  carried  ;  and 

Inthemim  leave. was  refused  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  sit  again ;  and  thereupon  Mr. 
"'  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to 

reported  the  same,  with  in- 
make  it  correspond  with  the  princi- 
ple that  had  been  introduceid  and  adopted,  in  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Neale  proposed  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  announced  his  intention  to  move  the  further 
consideration  thereof  in  the  House.  This  motion, 
which  took  precedence  of  the  former,  was  put  and 
carried,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

RELIEF  BILLS. 


The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  a  bill  for  therelief  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Baltimore ;  a  bill  f«  the  relief  of  oertaia  diatillen 
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The  lirsl  oamed  bill  was  for  iademoity  for  dam- 
ages lastaiDed  by  the  sinkiDg  of  vessels  in  the 
harboT  of  Ballimoie  for  the  proteclioa  of  that  city 
during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Smith,  ofMarylaDd,  moTed  to  amend  ihp 
bill  in  such  manoer  aa  to  have  the  payment  of 
damages  commenced  from  the  day  oa  which  the 
TesseU  were  respectively  sualt,  instead  of  the  day 
on  which  the  peace  was  coDcluded,  as  the  com- 
mittee had  reported. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  loug  discussion,  in 
vhtch  the  mover,  Mr.  Wbioht,  Messrs.  Reed  of 
Massacbu9etiH,aad  Little,  supported,aDd  Messrs. 
Rich,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  McCoT,  opposed  it ;  when 
the  question  was  taken  and  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  so 
to  amend  the  hill  as  to  limit  the  compeniaiion  lo 
the  time  when  the  vessels  were  returned  to  the 
owners;  but  after  a  few  remarks  thereon  by  the 
mover  and  Mr.  McCoy,  the  question  was  taken 
and  decided  in  the  native;  and  do  further 
amendment  having  been  offered  to  that  bill,  or  to 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  B.  H.  Rand,  the  same 
were  reported  to  the  House  without,  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  certain  disiiJIers  in  the  siith  col- 
lection district  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  with 
an  amendment 

In  Ihe  HouM,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
citizens  of  Baltimore  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Little  renewed  the  motion  that  had  heen 
made  by  his  colleague  (Mr.  Smith)  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  WhoFe,  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
make  the  payment  of  the  damages  commence  from 
the  day  on  which  each  vessel  was  sunk;  but  the 
motion  was  negatived  by  a  targe  majority,  and  the 
bill,  with  the  two  other  hills  reported  by  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  were  respectively  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Tract  moved  (it  being  3  o'clock)  that  the 
House  adjourn  :  but  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  House  tden  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
upon  the  petition  of  the  sufferers  on  the  Niagara 
frontier  during  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Tract  rose  and  \ddressed  the  House  in  ao 
animated  and  eloquent  speech  in  opposition  lo  Ihe 
report  (unfavorable)  of  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  concluded  his  observations  by  moving  to 
strike  out  the  word  not,  so  as  to  give  the  resolution 
an  affirmative  character;  and  expressed  his  de- 
termination, if  that  motion  prevailed,  to  move  a 
further  reference  of  the  subject  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, to  report  a  bill  for  some  relief,  however 
inadequate,  (o  these  unfortunate  sufferers. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
prevailed — ayes  56,  noes  41 ;  and  the  resolution, 
as  amended,  was  reported  to  the  House;  which 
thereupon  adjourned. 

Fbidat,  April  12. 

Mr.  Cook,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Lands,  Teporttd  a  bill  to  confirm  certain  claims 


to  tots  in  the  Tillage  of  Peoria,  ia  the  State  of 
Illinois ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  lo 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  Ihe  Senate,  enti- 
tled "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ihe  purchasers  of  puUic 
lands,  prior  to  the  1st  dav  of  July.  1620;"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  and  it  w*s  ordered 
to  be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "  An  act  further  to  continue  in  force, 
and  perpetuate,  an  act  passed  on  the  20th  day  of 
April,  1818.  entitled  'An  act  supplementary  lo  as 
act,  entitled  'An  act  lo  regulate  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  2d  day 
of  March,  1799  ;"  and  "An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of 
certain  public  lands  for  Ihe  encoura^ment  of  the 
cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive:"  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  £a«- 
ton  and  Dorothy  Storer:  whereupon,itwasordered 
that  the  said  report  be  committal  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  re^rts  and 
statements  of  the  number  of  pervons  employed  in 
the  Indian  department,  with  a  designation  of  such 
as  have  been  aptxiinled  by  the  War  Department, 
and  such  as  hold  appointments  from  the  Govern- 
ors of  Territories ;  also  the  amount  of  money  put 
into  the  hands  of  each  Governor,  superintendent, 
and  agent,  since  the  Isi  of  January,  1820 ;  and 
how  it  has  been  applied ; — rendered  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  9th  of  January 
lasL  Which  letter,  reports,  and  statements,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  A&ire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bahbett,  the  order  of  yester- 
day, committing  the  resolutions  snbmitted  by  bim 
on  the  9lh  instant,  in  relation  to  accountability  for 
public  monejrs  to  the  Committee  of  Ihe  whtJe 
HoDse,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  further  to 
amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  the  Treasury, 
War,  and  Navy  Departments,  was  rescinded. 
And  the  said  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee;  and  Mr.  BAaerrr,  Mr.  Hardin,  Mr. 
Gilmer,  Mr.  Cocke,  and  Mr.  Blaib,  were  ap- 
pointed the  said  select  committee; 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  far- 
ther to  continue  in  force  and  perpetuate  an  act 
passed  on  the  20th  day  of  AprU,.  in  the  year  18W, 
entitled  'An  act  sapplemenury  to  an  act,  entitled 
|An  act  to  Tegnlate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  tbe  2d  day  of  March, 
1799,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  hill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  set  apart 
and  disposeof  certain  public  lands  for  the  encour- 
of  Ihe  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  oiirt^^ 
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vas  read  twice,  and  leferred  to  ibe  Commitiee 
CD  tbe  Public  Lands. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  lo  wit: 
"An  SCI  for  tbe  letief  of  sundry  citizens  of  Balti- 
more;" "An  act  for  the  relief  of  ceTtain  distillers 
within  the  sixth  coUectioD  district  of  Penns^ylva- 
nia;"  and  "Ad  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamm  H. 
Rand" — were  severally  read  the  third  time,  and 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  JOURNALS,  6k. 
Mr.  PoiNBBTT,  from  the  joint  Library  Commit- 
tee, who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  eipe- 
dieney  of  distributing  the  four  volumes  of  the 
Secret  Journal  of  Congress,  and  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  tlie  Constitdiion.  to 
those  members  of  the  sixteenth  Congress  who  hAve 
not  received  them ;  and  also  to  report  on  the  pro- 
priety of  distributing  copies  of  the  same  books  to 
the  AiheoRum,  Antii^uarian,  Historical,  and  other 
learned  Instiintions  in  tbe  United  Statesj  toge- 
ther with  the  Fourth  Census,  Pitkin  and  Sey- 
hert's  Statistics,  Wait's  State  Papers,  and  tbe  Com- 
mercial Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries.  And 
who  were  also  instructed  lo  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  purchasing  a  number  of  the  sixth  volume 
of  tbe  Laws  of  the  United  States,  lately  published 
by  Davis  &,  Force,  for  the  use  of  the  Library,  and 
to  be  distributed  among  the  members  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress, — made  a  report  adverse  to  the  dis- 
tribution, accompanied    by  the  following  joint 

Raohtd,  by  the  Stnatc  and  Hou*t  e/  Htprtitnta- 
tivrt  of  tkt  Vniltd  Statu  of  America  in  Congrai 
OMttmbltd,  That  the  Library  Committee  be  and  Ihej 
■re  herebj  snthoriiiil  to  pDrchue  one  huadisd  and 
Ibirt^-eigbt  eopiei  of  the  aiilb  vatame  of  the  Lana  of 
the  United  Slataa. 

Semhtd,  further.  That  tbe  sum  of  fi<e  hun- 
dred and  fiftj-two  doUara  ba  appropriated  for  the  pur- 


BXTRA  PAY  TO  THE  ATTORNEY  GEHEHAL. 

Hr.  Sebgeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jo- 
dieiuj,  to  wbooi  was  referred  a  Message  from  tbe 
President  of  the  United  Siaips,  furnishing,  in  com- 
pltance  with  arcsolotion  of  Ibe  House,  certain  tn- 
formation  in  relation  to  tbe  amount  of  the  public 
money  paid  to  the  Attorney  Qeoeral,  arts  and 
above  his  salary  fixed  by  law,  since  the  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1817,  reported  r 

That  (he  ofBce  of  Attorney  General  was  established 
by  ihc  act  of  the  S4lb  of  September,  1780,  and  hia  duty 
defined  to  b«  "lo  prosecute  and  conduct  all  aaita  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  which  tbe  United  States  aball 
I>«  coDccmed,  and  to  give  his  advice  and  opinion  upon 
qneationa  of  taw  when  required  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Sisica,  or  when  reqneited  by  the  heads  of  any 
at  the  DepBitiDEnti,  touching  any  matleri  that  may 
concern  their  Departments." 

Tbe  aama  act  directs  that  he/'sbalt  receive  such 
compensation  Sa  ahalJ  by  laiv  be  {A-ovidail." 

By  an  act  of  the  23d  September,  1789,  the  compen- 
ation  of  the  Attorney  General  was  fixed  at  f  1,6(H)  a 


year.  It  has  been  raised  by  ancceaaivi 
gresa,  from  lime  to  time,  as  tbe  increaaeil  labar  and 
other  juit  eonaideratianB  seemed  to  require,  an  J  is  now 
93,6011,  vihich  cannot  be  deemed  more  thsn  n  reaton- 
able  aJIOHince,  considering  that  the  incranaed  demand 
for  the  Jiequent  legal  aid  of  the  Attorney  General  has 
made  it  neceiaary  for  him  to  reside  at  the  seal  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  requirea  a  much  larger  devotion  of  his 
lime  to  tbe  public  service  than  naa  formerly  called  for. 

From  the  act  of  S4th  September,  1789,  lo  Ibe  preaent 
time,  no  change  has  been  made  in  the  conalllulion  of 
the  office,  or  the  definition  of  the  dutiea  which  belong 
to  it,  nor  ia  it  believed  that  any  such  hai  tieen  ang- 
geateJ ;  and  it  inay,  therefore,  fiell  be  inferred  that 
nolbing  has  heretofore  occurred  to  induce  any  one  to 
sBppoae  that  a  change  was  expedient;  and  the  com- 
mittee deem  it  fit  to  add,  that  they  neither  know  nor 
have  heard  of  any  complaint  that  the  office  has  not  an- 
anered  ita  purpose. 

Tbe  appointments  heretofore  made,  and  the  con- 
penaation  heretofore  and  now  allowed,  have  had  retar- 
ence  only  lo  thaexialing  eonatitalion  of  the  office,  and 
tbe  duties  belonging  to  it,  aa  already  atated. 

It  fallows  clearly  that  no  department  of  the  Qovem- 
ment  baa  a  right,  nor  ever  has  had  a  right,  lo  call  npon 
the  Attorney  General  to  patfbrm  any  other  duties;  and 
it  would  be  difficult  to  show  that  an  officer  is  under  a 
greater  obligation  than  a  private  citizen  to  render  gra- 
tuitous lervicea  to  the  Government,  particularly  where 
they  ara  of  a  nature  to  be  eatimalad  and  paid  for. 

In  the  eiteiuive  and  interesting  conceroa  of  the 
nation,  it  will  nevertheless  happen,  ai  it  haa  already 
frequently  happened,  that  the  Government  will  have 
occaaion  for  other  or  further  legs!  aid  than  that  which 
their  officers  are  bound,  or  in  aome  cases  able  to  sfiord. 
Such  occurrences  are,  in  their  nature,  contingent,  and 
they  can  only  be'  provided  /or  by  the  eslablishmeul  of 
officea,  and  the  appointment  ofofficeri,  upon  a  scsleto 
embrsce  every  possible  contingency,  (with  adequate 
aatariea  and  emoluments,]  which,  if  it  be  at  all  practi- 
cable, would  be  oneroui  and  wasteful;  or  by  leaving 
to  the  Eiecutive  officers  of  the  Governmant  the  poirer 
of  engaging  sDch  aid,  from  ttmeM  time,  aa  the  occa- 
aiona  may  occur;  eieicising  thia  very  inconsiderable 
discretion  under  tbe  same  reaponaibility  as  belODgs  lo 
theit  more  important  duties:  the  latter  baa  been  the 
practice  of  the  Govern  man  L 

Where  such  occssiooal  aid  can  be  affiirded  by  the 
Attorney  General,  without  interference  with  his  proper 
dnitaa,  l,aa  in  caaea  occurring  at  or  near  In  the  seat  of 
Government,)  there  ia  no  objection  to  hia  being  em- 
ployed upon  tbe  ordinary  profesaional  footing — of  re- 
ooiving  a  eompeusition  for  the  service  required.  It 
nsB  not  the  design  of  the  office,  aa  baa  already  ap- 
peared, that  be  ihonld  render  any  other  than  the  atated 
dutiea  for  the  stated  compeDistion  or  aalary ;  and  it 
waa  never  nnderatood  or  tnleoded  that  the  office  waa 
to  deprive  the  officer  of  the  right  to  employ  bb  profaa- 
ekinal  talenle  and  learning  for  his  own  benefit,  where 
that  eonld  ba  done  without  prejudice  to  the  fsithliil 
performance  of  hie  atated  duties.  There  ia  no  good 
reaaon  why  the  Attorney  General  ahould  not,  under 
tbe  limitation  jnit  mentioned,  be  at  liberty  to  engage 
in  the  general  pursuits  of  tbe  profession.  Accordingly, 
such  has  been  the  usage,  not  only  in  the  initance  of 
tbe  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Sutee,  but,  it  is 
believed,  of  every  State  in  tbe  Union,  to  engage  in 
private  practice,  abalaining  only  where  it  interfered 
with  puhlio  duty. 
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In  raviewing  tbc  pi*l,  then,  the  commillM  find 
nothing  M  dirapprova.  .  Wbera  ndditional  profeuioQil 
aid  baa  boen  emplojnl  itieein*  to  ha*ebecii  nacMurj 
mnd  piopcr,  and  not  to  have  boen  compenoled  bejoni 
■  fair  and  rcaaonabta  amooot  Wh«re  «oiDp«n«ation 
hu  been  alloned  to  the  Atloraej  Genenl,  it  baa  b««n 
for  BeiTicea  rend; red  wbicb  did  not  belong  to  bia  office, 
which  be  waa  in  no  manner  bODnd  to  perTorni,  and  lor 
which,  therefore,  if  he  did  prrfbrm  them,  be  waa  enti- 
tled to  be  paid  aa  an;  other  profeaaionai  man  would 
be.  And  thej  tbink  it  fit  to  atate,  eipticitJj,  that  in 
tboaa  inatancei  where  compenaation  haa  been  allowed 
to  the  dialingniabed  ciliien  wbo  now  AI[a  the  office, 
aerrirea  bai^e  been  faitbfnllj  rendered,  well  deiening 
what  baa  been  paid  to  bim,  and  it  certainlj  haa  not 
been  greater  than  ranat  have  been  paid  to  bdj  other 
eminent  lander. 

In  regard  to  the  fatnre,  the  committee  can  propoae 
no  other  plan  than  that  which  haa  heretofore  been 
adopted  and  approved.  It  aeema  to  the  committee  to 
have  welt  anawered  its  parpoae,  and  thej  perceive  no 
good  reaaen  to  fear  that  it  will  prove  leaa  eSectaal  in 
fnlure.      Tbej,  therefore,  ofier  the  following  reeolu- 

Remtced,  That  tlu  eommitlee  be  dieeharged  Awn 
the  nuther  conaideratioo  of  the  aufaiaGt. 

The  teport  wai  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

SUPPRESSION  or  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

Mr.  GoRHAH,  from  the  Committee  on  tha  Sap- 
pretsion  of  ibe  Slave  Trade,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red a  resoluiion  of  the  IStli  January  laai.  instracc- 
inf  them  to  ioiiuire  wbether  the  laws  of  the  United 
Scales  prohibiting  the  tratBc  in  slaves  have  been 
dulf  executed ;  aUo  into  (he  geoeral  operation 
thereof;  and,  if  any  defects  exiat  in  those  laws,  to 
suggest  adequate  remedies  therefor ;  and  to  whom 
many  memorials  hare  been  referred,  touchlDg  the 
same  i^ubjects, — made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  aad  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Poinsett  Etated  thai  a  bare  majority  only 
of  the  committee  had  agreed  in  making  the  said 
report;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  he  (as  a  member  of  the  said  eominittee) 
didDolconcurintheiDeaiurerecommeailed,  which 
he  deemed  to  be  injurious  to  Uie  best  interest*  of 
the  country. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  Uommtttee  on  the  Suppreasion  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  to  whom  waa  refarred  a  rsaolalion  of  the  Hoaie 
of  Rrpreeontativea,  of  the  IBth  of  January  laat,  in* 
atnictmg  ihain  to  inquire  whether  the  lawa  of  the 
United  Statea  piohiUlint  that  InSc  have  been  dalj 
eieented;  aiao,  into  the  genaralopentwn  thereof;  and, 
if  aaydeftcleeiiat  In  ihoae  lawi,  to  auggeel  adequate 
renwdiee  therefor,  and  to  whom  many  meaoriab  have 
bean  lefeired,  tooehiog  the  asme  aidiject,  have,  accord* 
ing  to  order,  had  the  aajd  leaolntian  anil  memorial 
under  conaidermtion,  and  b^  leave  to  report ; 

That,  nadar  the  juat  and  liberal  conatmotian  pat 
by  the  Executive  on  the  act  of  Uongraaa  of  March  3, 
18tS,  and  that  of  the  l&tbofMay,  IStO,  indicting  the 
pnniahineBt  of  piTacy  on  the  AlVteait  slave  trade,  a 
lirandatiea  haa  been  laid  for  the  moat  ayatematto  and 
vif  otona  application  of  the  power  of  the  United  Slataa 
to  the  aoppreaaion  of  that  iniqaitoaatraffie.  It*  unhap- 
py aul^ccta,  when  captured,  are  laalored  to  their  coun- 
try, agenta  arc  there  appointed  to  receive  tham,  and  a 


colony,  die  oSapring  of  private  chanty,  ii  riaing  on  ita 
shores,  in  which  auch  aa  cannot  reach  their  native 
tribes  will  find  the  means  of  alleviating  tha  calamiliM 
they  may  have  endured  before  their  liberation. 

When  theie  bntnane  proviaiona  are  contraiteil  wiA 
tha  ayatem  which  they  auperaeded,  there  can  be  but 
one  aentiment  in  favor  of  a  ateaJy  adherence  to  ita 
support.  The  docuaent  accompanying  thb  report, 
and  marked  A,  atatea  the  nnmber  of  Africana  seiird 
or  taken  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  United 
Statea  and  brought  there,  and  their  present  con- 
It  doea  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  acch  of 
the  naval  force  of  the  country  aa  has  been  hitherto 
employed  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  against  thia 
traffic  coalii  have,  been  mora  eflectnally  used  for  the 
intereat  and  hooDi  of  the  nation.  The  docniaeut 
marked  B  ia  a  statement  of  the  name*  of  the  veaaela, 
and  their  commanders,  ordered  upon  this  aervica,  widt 
the  dJalea  of  tbeii  departure,  £c.  The  Grat  veaael 
deatined  for  thia  aervicB  arrived  upon  the  coaat  of  Afri- 
ca in  March,  1830.  and,  in  the  few  weeks  sbe  re* 
mained  there,  sent  in  for  adjudication  Gjut  Atnericam 
veaaela,  all  of  which  were  condemned.  Tha  foor 
which  have  been  ainco  employed  in  thia  lervlce  have 
mads  five  viiits,  (the  Alligator  having  made  two 
ciniaea  in  the  past  Summer,)  the  whole  of  which  have 
amounted  to  a  sarvice  of  about  ten  months  by  a  single 
Teasel,  within  a  period  of  near  tWo  yean;  and  ainca 
the  middle  of  last  November,  the  commencement  of 
the  healthy  season  on  that  coaat,  no  veaael  has  been, 
is  iofbrmed,  ia  nnder  order  for 


The  committee  are  thus  particular  on  thia  branch 
of  their  inquiry,  beeanae  unfounded  rumor*  have  be<m 
in  circulation,  that  other  branehea  of  the  public  eervice 
have  aufiered  from  the  destination  given  to  the  inoon- 
aiderable  force  above  stated,  wbicb,  amaQ  as  it  baa 
been,  haa  in  every  instance  been  directed,  both  in  it* 
outward  and  honevrard  voyage,  to  cruise  in  the  West 

Before  they  qnit  this  psit  of  their  inquiry,  your  coM- 
mittee  feel  it  their  duty  lo  stale  Uiat  the  iaaaof  aeveial 
of  the  prises  made  iu  this  servieo  ia  imputable  to  the 
aiae  of  the  abips  engaged  in  it.  The  efficacy  of  thia 
force,  aa  well  aa  the  health  and  discipline  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crews,  conspire  to  recommend  the  employ- 
ment nf  no  saisller  vessel  than  a  corvette  or  sloop  of 
war,  to  which  it  would  be  ixpedieat  to  allow  the 
largest  poaaible  complement  of  men^  and  if  poaaible^ 
shs  should  be  atvsompanied  by  a  lender,  or  vessel  draw- 
ing less  water.  Ttas  vessel  engaged  in  thia  service 
should  be  frequently  relieved,  but  the  coaat  ahoold  at 
no  time  be  left  without  a  veasel  to  watch  and  protect 

Your  committee  find  it  impoaaible  to  measure  with 
preciitoa  the  efiitct  produced  upon  the  American 
branch  of  the  alave  trade  by  the  Isws  above  mentioned, 
and  Ibe  seiiurea  under  ihem.  They  are  unable  to 
stale  whether  those  American  marehanta,  Ihe  Ameri- 
can capital  and  seamen,  which  heretofore  aided  in 
this  traffic,  have  abandoned  it  altogelbec,  or  have 
sought  shelter  under  the  flags  of  other  aationa.  It  ia 
aacertained,  however,  that  the  American  flag,  whid 
heretofore  covered  ao  large  a  porlion  of  the  slave  trade, 
has  wholly  diasppearaJ  bora  tbe  coasts  of  Africa.  The 
trsde,  nolwithstsnding,  iacreuas  annually,  under  the 
flags  oF  saber  nations.  Frsace  has  incurred  tbe  re- 
proach of  being  the  grfatesi  adventurer  in  Ala  traffic. 
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prohibiUN)  by  ber  Uwa ;  bat  it  u  to  be  pr»umed  that 
thia  reiutti,  not  *ti  mach  from  Iha  avidity  of  her  sub- 
JBCta  for  thia  iniqaitoui  gain,  as  rraoi  the  lafal;  which, 
ia  the  abfcace  of  all  hatiril  of  eaptare,b(r  flaff  affard* 
to  tlla  greedj  and  unpiindpleil  a(9<«iilurara  of  all  na- 
tioiia.  It  is  neither  candid  nor  jnat  to  ioipate  to  ■ 
pilant  and  high-miaded  people  iheeicluiLne  eomiaii- 
noD  of  ciimea,  which  the  alwiiitoned  of  all  natioD*  are 
iliko  capable  of  perpattating,  with  the  addilioaal 
wrong  to  France  heraelfof  luing  her  flag  lo  coter  and 
protect  them.  If  the  rigor  of  the  Americitt  NaT;  haa 
aared  it*  banner  from  like  reproach,  it  hai  done  much 
to  prnerre  nniuHied  iU  high  repuUtion,  and  ampl; 
repaid  the  eipenae  charged  upon  the  public  rcTenae 
\>j  a  ajatem  of  lava  to  which  it  has  given  eucb  hon- 
orable e  fleet. 

But  the  concluaion  to  which  jour  committee  baa 
arrived,  after  conaulting  all  the  evidence  within  their 
readi,  ia,  that  the  African  alave  trade  now  previila  to 
a  great  eilcnl,  and  that  ita  total  aappreaeian  can  never 
be  eBected  bj  the  ■eparBle  and  disunited  efiorta  of  one 
sr  toora  Stain ;  and  aa  the  resolution  to  which  thii 
report  refera  requires  the  taggeation  of  aume  remedr 
for  the  defect*,  if  an?  eiitl,  in  the  ajatetn  of  lawi  for 
the  aappreesion  of  tbie  traffic,  jaui  committee  beg 
leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  report 
and  aceompaiijing  documenta  aubmitied  to  the  last 
Coogreaa  bj  the  Committee  on  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
to  make  tba  same  a  part  of  thia  report.     That  report 


or  all  the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  ia  •  modiGsd 
and  reciprocal  right  of  search  on  tbe  AfricBii  coaal, 
with  a  view  to  the  total  aupjireaajon  of  the   slave 

It  is  with  great  delieacj  that  tbe  eoamittea  have 
approBched  thU  aabjcct,  because  thej  are  aware  that 
the  remedy  which  thej  have  presumed  to  recommend 
to  the  coiuideratian  of  tbe  Hooae  requires  the  exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  another  department  of  this  Oov- 
emment,  and  that  objections  to  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  in  the  mode  here  proposed,  have  hitherto  ex- 
iated  in  tltat  department. 

YooT  conuniltee  are  oonEdent,  however,  that  theae 
otjectioDa  apfdy  rather  to  a  particular  propoailion  (or 
the  eiGhange  of  tbe  right  of  aearcb,  than  to  that  mod- 
ification ofit  which  preaents  itself  to  year  committee. 
They  contemplate  the  trial  and  condemnation  ofsncii 
American  eitixana  aa  nay  be  roanil  engaged  in  this 
^hidden  trade,  not  by  mixed  Intmnals  sitting  in  a 
fcrsign  eotiDtry,  bat  by  existing  courts,  of  competent 
jnriMlietiaii,  in  the  Unilwl  Suiea ;  they  propose  the 
•ama  disposition  of  the  captured  Africans  now  anthor> 
iied  by  law  i  and  laaaC  of  all,  theil  detention  in 
America. 

Tbey  contemplate  s^  exchange  of  this  right,  which 
ahalJ  be  in  all  respecU  reciprocal ;  an  exchange  whidi, 
deming  its  sole  authority  from  treaty,  would  exclude 
the  pretension,  wbieh  no  nation,  however,  bas  pre- 
Bomed  to  set  Dp,  that  this  right  can  he  derived  from 
tbe  law  of  nationa ;  and,  rurther,  they  have  limited  it, 
in  their  conception  of  its  application,  not  only  to  cer- 
tain latiludea,  and  to  a  certain  distance  froin  the  coast 
of  AMca,  bat  to  a  small  number  of  vessels,  to  be  em- 
ployed by  each  Power,  and  to  be  previoualy  desig- 
nated. Tba  Vint  and  search  thu«  restricted,  it  is  be- 
lieved, wonld  inanre  the  c<M>peration  of  one  great 
maritime  Power  in  the  ptopoeed  exchange,  and  guard 
it  irnai  the  danger  of  abuse. 
17tfa  Coit.  lal  Sebb.— 49 


Yonr  committee  cannot  donbl  that  tba  people  of 
America  bave  the  intelligence  to  distinguish  balween 
the  right  of  searching  a  neutral  on  tbe  high  seas,  io 
time  of  war,  claimed  by  some  belligerenta,  and  that 
mutual,  restricted,  and  peaceful  conceaaion  by  treaty, 
Buggeated  by  your  committee,  and  which  is  demanded 
in  the  name  of  suffering  bumsnity. 

In  closing  the  report,  ttiey  recommend  to  the  House 
tbe  adoption  of  the  tbllowing  retotution,  viz: 

Raotvtd,  That  the  President  of  tbe  United  Sutaa 
be  requested  to  enter  into  such  arrangements  as  he 
may  deem  auitabla  and  proper,  with  one  or  more  of 
the  maritime  Powers  of  Europe,  for  the  effectual  abo- 
lition of  the  elave  trade. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  EowABDB,  of  Norlb  Carolina,  moved  thai 
hereafter  the  usual  hotir  of  meeting  of  the  House 
be  elpven  o'clock.  He  stated  that  lie  bad  punc- 
tuallf  alleniled  pursuant  to  tbe  role  recently  intro- 
duced ;  but  that  experience  bad  shown  that  no 
benefit  had  been  derived  from  it.  Calls  of  the 
House  had  oa  two  mornings  been  made,  which  he 
bad  opposed,  although  a  quorum  had  not  appeared ; 
and,  if  all  those  who  were  absent  would  vote  fot 
tbe  motion,  be  bud  no  doubt  it  would  give  a  ma- 
jority sufficieotly  large  to  carry  it. 

Mr.  Tatloh  called  for  the  question  of  consid- 
eralion,  and  the  House  agreed  to  consider  the 
same— ayes  70,  noes  59. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  to  ley  the  motion  on 
ibe  table,  which  was  negatived — ayes  43. 

Mr.  Habuin  was  in  favor  of  tbe  motion;  not 
only  on  the  ground  that  the  present  rule  was  in- 
convenient and  useless  in  its  operation,  but  also 
becanse  it  interfered  with  basineis  at  tbe  paUic 
o£Qces  which  the  interests  of  their  constitumta 
required.  Mr.  H.  was  desirous  to  attend  bis  duly 
in  tbe  HoQse  and  out  of  it.  He  also  adverted  to 
the  incompatibility  of  aecomplisbin^  the  business 
which  was  confided  Io  the  committees,  with  a 
perseverance  in  tbe  present  mle  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Vance  called  for  the  yeai!  and.iiays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  question  was  taken,  and  tbe 
voles  thereon  were  as  follows :  Yeas  79,  nays  79. 
Tbe  question  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  ihe 
casting  vote  of  the  Speaker. 

NIAGARA  SUFFERERS,  &c. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of  tbe 
whole  House  on  yesterday,  to  the  resolution  an- 
nexed to  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Claim^ 
on  the  petition  of  sundrtr  inhabitants  of  Niagara, 
in  Ihe  State  of  New  York ;  and  tbe  question  pend- 
ing yesterday  at  the  time  of  adjournment  to  wit: 
Wtkl  tbe  House  concur  with   the  Con 


tbe  Whole  in  expunging  from  the  resolution  afore- 
said the  word  "  not;"  and  being  again  staled — 
Mr.  WiLLiAUB,  of  Norlb  Carolina,  addressed 


with  the  amendment  of  Ihe  G 
mittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Ricfl  uived  lo  recommit  the  report  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  with  instructions  to  report 
thereon  pursuant  lo  the  principles  of  a  report  pre- 
sented to  a  former  Congress  on  tbe  same  subject, 
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allowias  lo  the  pelitioners  fifly  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  their  buildings  destroyed,  aod  Ihiit]'  pet 
cont,  on  their  personal  property  exclusire  of  mer- 
chandise. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  Mr. 
Tract,  Mr.  Cahbheleng,  and  Mr.  Walworth, 
and  oppo-sed  hy  Mr.  McDdfpie,  Mr.  Williahb, 
of  North  Carolma,  and  Mr.  McCoy. 

Mr.  Bassett  also  made  a  few  remarks  in  op- 
position to  the  recommitment. 

The  question  was  then  takeo,  aod  the  motioo  to 
recommit  was  lost  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Stevenson  moved  to  amend  loe  resolution 
hy  recommitting-  the  subject  to  the  Commiiiee  of 
Claims  with  inatruc lions  to  report  ■  bill  providing 
indcmniiy  to  those  claimanta  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier, whose  property,  at  (he  time  of  its  destrnction 
^  the  enemy,  was  so  occupied  by  the  American 
Goveinmeni,  as  justified  its  destruction  according 
to  the  usages  of  civilized  war. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
W  Mr.  TnACY,  and  opposed  by  Mewrs.  Habdih, 
WiLLiAHs,  of  North  Carolina,  and  McCoy,  when 
the  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  tite  ne- 
gative. 

Mr.  Tracy  then  moved  to  refer  the  resolution 
lo  a  select  committee  without  instructions.  A 
lew  teroarkE  were  made  by  the  mover  in  favor  of 
the  motion,  which  was  also  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and  Wriort,  and  opposed 
b^  Messrs.  HARniN,  and  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lma, when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion 
negatived. 

The  House  then  decided  to  non-concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  aod  agreed  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  unfavorable 
lo  the  claim  of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Wbituan  moved  to  adjourn,  which  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  pursuant  to  notice,  moved  that 
the  further  orders  of  the  day  be  poatpoaed,  for  the 
purpose  of  lakiog  into  consideration  a  resolution 
Bubmilled  by  him  some  time  since,  to  alter  the 
laws  laying  duties  on  goods  imported  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  decided  in  the 
neintive— ayes  65,  nora  79. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  for  the  ti;lief  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  engaged  in  the  late  war  agaiasi  the 
Seminole  Indians- 
Mr.  EnwARna,  of  Connecticut,  moved  an  amend- 
ment of  the  bill,  the  purport  of  which  was  to  de- 
dnct  theamount  which  had  been  paid  by  the  United 
States  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  hones,  from  the 
anm  claimed  for  their  loss. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  F.  Jones,  of 
Tenneaaee,  and  Mr.  Cakkon,  and  supported  by  the 
mover,  Mr.  McCoy,  and  Mr.  Plumbr,  of  Ne^Y 
Hampshire,  when  the  qaestion  was  takeo,  and  the 
motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative-~-ayes  51, 


SatchbaT,  April  13. 

The  Speaker  assumed  the  Chair  at  10  o'clock, 
and  a  quorum  not  appearing-— 

r.  EnwAsne,  of  North  CaroliDS,  mov«d  for  a 
call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Arthur  Smith  proposed  that  the  question 

'  taken  by  yeas  and  nayH,  which  was  acreed  toi 
and  the  question  was  accordingly  so  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  55,  nays  58. 

It  thus  appearmg  that  a  quorum  was  present, 
:he  Journal  of  yesterday  was  ibeo  read. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
3f  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred  by  resolution  of  the  9th  instant,  reported 
a  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Varies  of 
public  officers,  and  for  other  purposes  j  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMNOit,  from  the  Committee  oo  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by 
resolution  of  the  9ih  instant,  reported  a  hill  relin- 
quishtng  the  ri«ht  and  title  of  the  United  Staua 
lo  certam  lots  at  ground  lo  the  president  and  coa- 
mitsioneis  of  the  town  of  Tusoalooaa,  in  the  Stale 
of  Alabama ;  which  -wma  r^d  twice,  aod  cornnii- 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic lands,  reported  a  bill  confirming;  claims  to  loB 
in  the  town  of  Mobile,  and  to  land  in  the  former 
province  of  West  Florida,  which  claims  have  been 
reported  favorably  on  by  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  United  States;  which  was  md 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  ihe  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reporteda  bill  cooceuiog  Abaer 
L.  Duncan  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whoti<. 

Mr.  Wood  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Rtt'Jetd,  That  the  Comoiittaa  on  lh«  Ubrarjaf 
CoaBrew  be  iosmctad  M  Inqak*  inl*  tlM  acpadiaMrr 
of  modi^rinf  «r  naduding  so  nvch  nt  iha  jiim%  na»- 
laliMis  of  the  Smata  aad  Hown  of  Bepnaaaiativaa, 
puMd  tin  anil HanA,18IB,iBdthoSlat  April,  1890, 
M  lalMea  to  Iha  poUiMtion  of  ibaCmign  a»i'iaipo»J- 
•tin  af  Ilia  CongHM  of  tb«  UniMd  Statas,  fton  As 
Int  maMtng  tbansC  la  tbe  ratificidion  tit  the  Ttrntf 
0f  Paaoe,  and  also,  that  part  of  tham  whiekrehtM  to 
Um  diflribation  of  Ifaa  pablioati 


>tb« 


elEtb 


l^iivinia, 
BonilioB 


«45. 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  a  further  amendment:  but,  I 
before  any  decision  thereon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  i 
Sebobant,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  pro-  I 
giesa,  aod  leave  was  granted  to  sit  again. 

The  Honse  adjourned. 


After  a  few  remarks  on  the  snbject  by  the  mover, 
and  by  Messrs.  Mallary,  Nelbok,  ofVira' 
and  Plvner,  of  New  Hampshin     ' 
was  agreed  lo. 

REPORT  ON  FORTtPICATIOHS. 

Mr.  EosTiB,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 

Aflkirs,  to  which  was  referred  the  Message  of  the 

President  of  Ihe  United  Slaies,of  the  26tti  Uarch 

ihe  subject  of  forlificalions,  and  partico- 
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Report  on  Fort^katioTU. 


H.  orR. 


The  ContmittM  on  MititBiT  AStin,  to  which  iru 
nbrred  tha  Menage  of  the  Prendent,  of  Ihe  S6th  of 
March,  on  the  lubjeit  of  forlifieitioiti ;  anil  pariien. 
larljr  of  IhoM  aa  Mebile  Point  and   Dauphin   laland. 

That,  on  the  imporuot  culiject  of  defooding  the 
•eacomit,  tbej  concur  moat  fullj  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pnaaeil  in  the  Meaaage.  They  are  equallj  agreed  in 
the  preference  of  permanent  works  over  Lboae  of  a 
temporarj  anJ  periahable  nature,  in  all  eaiea  where 
the;  are  adequate  to  the  object.  At  the  tame  time, 
a  'iew  of  the  numeioua  and  exteoaite  baja  and 
rivers  with  which  oar  countr;  is  indentpd,  naturally 
BQggeats  the  idea  that  a  floating  force  la  required  to 
co-operate  with,  and  to  derive  protection  fiom,  the  per- 
manant  fartificalioDS. 

The  comioitlee  are  further  agreed,  thai  it  is  the  pe- 
culiar proTinee  and  duty  of  the  Eieculiie  Departiaanl 
of  GoTCTDment  to  aelect  and  determine  on  the  proper 
sites,  and  on  the  naturs  and  extent  of  the  fortilications 
U  be  conatiacted.  Thia  power  anil  this  duty  apper- 
tain neeeaaaritj  to  the  Presideet,  who  ii  commander 
of  the  national  force,  and  ia  responsible  for  the  national 

On  the  otbar  hitid,  the  means  of  carrying  into  eflect 
the  plana  and  ileaigns  of  the  Executive,  are  conatitu- 
donally  and  neceasarily  dependent  on  a^roprialiona 
of  money  made  by  Congreie.  In  the  eierdie  of  Ibia 
power,  which  ia  eicluaive  on  tbsir  part,  it  ia  the  duty 
of  Congrea*  to  inquire  and  eKamine  into  the  nalure, 
aiXent,  neceawly,  or  utility,  of  every  object  for  which 
appn^riationa  ere  required,  and  tojudge  of  the  eipe- 
uency  of  granting  or  withholding  them. 

It  IB  atatad  in  the  Message  that  an  appropriation  on 
account  of  the  fortification  on  Dauphin  talanJ  waa 
■Dspended  by  the  last  Congreaa  in  copaequeucs  of  a 
doubt  which  waa  entertained  of  the  propriety  of  that 
poattioa  ;  that  a  new  aurvey  bu  been  made,  the  result 
of  which  ia  reported,  and  the  work,  as  originally  con- 
temtdated,  is  recommonilad  to  be  carried  on. 

The  GOnaidBratioDa  which  induced  the  last  Congress 
to  decUaa  making  an  appropriation  for  Dauphin  la- 
bnd  cannot  be  expected  to  be  developed  by  this  com- 
mittee. It  iawcH  known,  however,  that  the  poaitions 
en  Dauphin  laUnd  and  Mobile  Point,  with  their  rs- 
spectiae  bearings  and  reUiioni,  and  the  aiteot  and 
depth  of  the  water-eoursea,  were  considered  and  made 
the  sab)eeu  of  public  debate  ;  and  it  is  to  be  praaumad 
that  the  deciuoa  was  made  on  due  coniidBration  of 
all  the  cimuoataneea  relating  thereto,  and  with  a  just 
rsgaid  to  Jinbltc  interests.  Whether,  and  how  far, 
Ihcy  were  inflnenced  by  a  knowledge  that  the  works 
on  liioae  sites  had  not  progressed  in  pinportion  to  the 
appropriations  which  had  been  already  made;  and 
that,  of  $377,800,  advanced  itnder  the  coatracta  for 
llieir  conatnction,  a  considerable  part  had  not  been 
cipaodad  on  >ht  wmfcs,  and  remained  unaccoanted 
for,  ot  that  this  item  would  have  increased  the  loan 
of  95,l»D,0On,  to  which  the  Governmanl  waa  com- 
pelled in  that  year  to  resort ;  and  that  of  48,000,000, 
Uinowcd  in  ISSO  and  ISSi,  ono-eigbtb  part  had  been 
appropriated  to  fortiScauons  in  those  years  ;  bow  far 
any  of  these  coDsidera lions  may  have  had  an  effect 
on  the  last  Congreas  ia  not   for   this    committee  to 


Pebnury,  are  anatained  by  the  new  survey,  with  two 
excnitions  ;  one  giving  only  twelve  £set  of  water,  in- 
ataad  of  eigtatean,  heretofore  givKi  by  the  first  sarrey 
to  the  entrance  of  the  an oborage  ground  under  Pelieaa 
Island ;  the  other  giving  eight  afld  a  half  inatetd  of 
ten  fiMt  to  the  western  channel.  From  Utia  anrvey, 
it  foltowa,  and  is,  indeed,  conceded,  that  one  of  the 
main  objects  of  tlie  fort  on  Danpbin  Island,  vix :  that  of 
covsriog  the  passage  to  the  anchorage  gronod  andei 
Pelican  laland,  where  our  awn  or  enemies'  vaaaela 
might  take  ahelter,  and  from  whence  they  might  annoy 
ir  protect  the  coast,  is  wholly  lost,  as  the  nater  ia  too 
ibsllow  to  float  the  smallest  national  veiwl  of  an  ena< 
ay.  If  the  atateoMnt  in  the  new  survey  be  ceriact, 
that  the  depth  of  water  in  tba  western  cbaDtisI  ba  ten 
feet  at  high  water,  and  eight  foot  and  a  half  at  low 
water,  ai^  •dnitiing  that  the  fw  ot  seven  foat, 
laid  dawn  in  Curtis  Lewis's  ebart,  Jtaa  ttat  baen  omil- 
tad  in  tlie  late  survey,  the  iaforenoe,  drawn  by  the 
comouUee  in  tlisir  former  report,  ia  n»t  materially 
affected,  as,  in  ailher  case,  Uwte  is  not  aafficient  depu 

Other  okgeeU  are  now  .ass^ned  for  eieaung  a  farta> 
fio^oo  M  Daupbin  Island,  to  eontain  oas  bundled 
and  eight  gfuu,  leqwring,  in    the  eatioatieD  of  the 

immitleei  the  expenditure  of  one  million  of  dollare. 

Fint.  That  it  would  be  important  tn  the  defence 
of  New  Orleans,  as  it  would  prevent  the  tanding  at 
Mobile  bay,  and  render  it  dangeroos  finr  an  invading 
force  to  land  at  any  place  between  the  Rigolels  and 
the  bay  of  H(ri]ite,  for  the  purpose  of  marching  lo  Ae 
Mississippi  above  the  city. 

The  importanee  of  piariding  an  efficient  defonoa 
for  New  Orleann,  is  fully  impreased  on  the  mnda  of 
the  comminse.  In  their  judgment,  it  is  eatilled  to 
primary  coaaideratioB,  and  no  reasonabje  meina  a? 
eipenae,  neeeeaary  to  aconre  it  from  attack,  afaonld  be 
withheld  by  Congress.  In  addition  to  the  WMha  al> 
ready  projected,  the  commiiise  woatd  see  with  p(«w 
■re  a  proposal,  and  rec«iamand  an  apprepriatioH,  for 
the  small  worit  en  (be  Bayou  Bienvense,  for  repairing 
and  atrenflbsning  Fort  St.  PMlip,  at  the  PUquemiae 
torn,  with  a  work  apposila  to  that  fort  on  the  western 
nde  of  the  Miasisaippl,  provided  a  proper  eita  «as  ba 
bad  J  and  for  providing  at  Baton  Rooge  matsriab  lor 

fioaling  force. 

It  appears  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Board  of  £ngi> 
_eers  Ibat  then  is  no  danger  of  the  landing  of  an  en- 
emy anywhere  betweea  Danpbin  Usad  and  Aa  Big- 
•l«l>,  for  ths  pnrpoae  of  marehing  (o  the  Miasjsnwi 
abava  Ptew  Orleaaa.  In  tfamr  flint  lepwt  tb^  ah- 
,  "  We  think  that  it  is  uselrsato  say  dwtan  en- 
emy cannet  BBdsrtake  anj  thing  reaaonabte  againet 
that  part  of  the  frontier  which  is  bcaween  tb»  Laka 
Ponohartrain  and  Milbila  bay ;  the  naMre  of  tlie  eann. 
try  ancKllivated,  and  the  (acility  lo  ooaae  from  the 
"Weat  and  the  Eaat  M  aawuMe  tka  vessata  from  the 
anamy's  forces  that  would  have  thrown  tbaaualves 
into  the  country,  and  finally  the  non-eiiaience  of  any 
profitable  ol^t,  are  mocivcs  enough  to  coiuider  that 
pMTi  of  the  frontier  ■uffieianlly  dafonded  by  itselC" 

With  rsspect  to  any  land  operation  on  the  part  of 
an  enemy  from  the  bay  of  Mobile,  the  opinion  es- 
preseed  by  the  Board  of  Engineeri,  in  the  fallowing 
extract  from  (he  same  report,  iippaars  to  be  concioaive  i 
•>  An  enemy  that  wonld  attempt  lo  go  up  Mobile, 
inorder  togat  to  Tombigbeaand  Alabama,  would  n.- 
poae  himself  to  be  sspatatsd  from  the  sea,  by  tfae  ar- 
riving Iroopa  of  the  WeatwMd,  from  the  iBleiiot  af 
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the  GoaDti} ;  aDd  if  to  til  tbii  ba  tddad  tha  difficat- 
tiw  of  condnclidg,  offemivalj,  a  diveigant  operation, 
thiougb  tbB  two  Ttlleja  thkt  unite  IbanKelTia,  it  may 
ba  concluded  that,  on  that  part  of  the  frontier  of  the 
Union,  all  kind  of  affsnmve  aperstion  nuat  be  limited 
to  OCCDP7  Mobile  and  Mobile  tona,"  Ac 

Admitting  that,  according  to  the  Menage,  it  were 
practicable  for  an  eaemy,  when  we  hare  poMeaiina  of 
Molnle  Point,  to  oieicome  the  obalaele  ofihoalneii  of 
wU«r,  and  thai  preeented  hy  mn  efficient  floating  force 
on  ont  part,  to  deatroj  the  imall  craft  in  wbtcb  he 
muat  litid,  and  that  he  ihould  effect  a  landing  with 
ten  or  flfleen  thoosand  men,  on  Dauphin  Iilind; 
that,  learing  hi>  veaitla,  proiinona,  and  manitionj, 
with  all  hope  of  retreat,  in  cue  of  diiaiter,  he  ahould 
have  tbe  temeritj  to  paaa  oTer  to  land,  and  haaard  a 
march  of  two  bandred  milei,  to  Baton  Rouge,  that 
being  the  diatance,  ai  laid  down  in  BIticott'a  anrve; — 
between  the  rtrera  Mobile  and  Miaaiatippi — that  the 
Itnite  militia,  who  conquered  at  New  Orleana,  the 
Iwt  war,  abonld  be  wbritj  tmadfiaed  of  hia  move- 
Bent,  and  anfiin  him  to  ptaa  nnmoleite*! ;  adnitting, 
also,  that  no  prewaliooa  for  bia  .reception  ihould  be 
made  at  Baton  Ronge,  bow  ia  hia  oesceut  to  Hew 
Orleana  to  b«  effeclMit  Having  left  hi*  ahipt  and 
boata  two  bondnd  milea  in  hia  n»z,  be  mnit  march 
dowQ  tha  levee,  on  tha  left  bank  of  the  Miaaiaaippi,  a 
diatanoe  of  one  bimdred  and  &fly  milea,  part  of  the 
waj  with  a  moraaa  on  hia  left,  liable  to  be  aneated  ' 
bia  march  by  temporary  batteriea  in  front,  at  eve  , 
tum  of  the  liver,  to  be  Banked  by  gnnboala  in  tbe 
river,  and,  in  thelaatreaort  to  have  the  levee  cut  from 
«ndeT  him,  and  the  country  inundated,  tbe  militia 
hanging  oa  bia  nai. 

.  Under  theae  ciitnmitancei,  would  an  enemy  of  any 
fbreaight  or  calculation  make  the  attBmptI 

Tbe  preference  of  permanent  fortiSeationi  oi 
floating  force,  in  all  caeca  where  they  will  tiilfil  tha 
object,  being  admitted,  the  only  qneetion  ia,  wh 
Ibii  ia  ancb  a  caae,  or  wbether,  in  other  worda,  the 
cODtemplated  wotka  on  Mobile  Foint  and  Dauptkin 
latand  will  defend  the  bay  of  Mobile  1  That  they  will 
not,  ia  admitted  by  the  engineen,  who  elate,  iu  their 
lapoit,  that  a  floating  force  ia  reqaired  in  aid  of  the 
permanent  worka.  It  ia  flirther  evident,  beoauit 
well  known  and  conceded  that  veiaela  of  war  which 
eanpaaa  the  bar,  may,  eapecially  by  night,  paaa  tbe 
forta,  run  on  out  of  reach  of  their  fire,  and  leave  them 
harmlaa  ia  (heir  rear.  Thua  anchored  and  maalsr  of 
Uie  bay,  the  defuice  of  which  wai  the  principal  c 
of  the  fortification  1,  what  aecuiity  remaina  for  the 
•hipping,  the  towna,  and  the  immenia  property  above, 
againat  which  be  may  commit  bia  de|»edationa  at  bia 
own  time,  and  according  to  the  nature  and  amount  of 
hia  6xee  !  A  moveable  and  floating  force,  aa  cor 
plated  in  the  former  report  of  thia  commitue,  appaara 
to  be  the  only  aatiifactm-y  anawer. 

In  the  laat  report  of  tbe  engineere,  a  calculation 
made  of  the  relative  expenaea  of  permanent  and  floa 
ing  fbrcet.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to  ahow  that  the 
intereaton  two  milliona  of  dollara,  the  coat  of  tbe  con- 
templated woiia  on  Dauphin  laland  and  Mobila 
Point,  amounting  in  ten  yeara  to  one  million 
hundred  thausanil  dollara,  would  be  amply  sufEcient 
for  a  floating  force  for  twenty  yean ;  nor  would  it  be 
more  difficult  to  prove,  from  ezperieacc,  that  perma- 
nent worka  alao  require  conataDt  aipendituree  for  al- 
tarationa,  repair*,  gartiaona,  &c;  and  that  poailiona 
have  bean  heretofore  taken  on  which  permanent  forti' 


ficationa   have   been   conatmcted   at  great 

hich  are  about  to  be  abandoned,  either  o 

of  the  poaitiona,  or  becauae  tbe  nalnre  or  atiueture  of 

worka  are  not  approved,  while  a  floating  force  ia 

in  operation  in  time  of  war  only,  its  eipaniea  are 

limited  by  the  war.  and  may,  at  the   eipira^n  of 

g  war,  be  either  preaerved  at  a  very  imall  cipenee, 

totally  abandoned,  which  may  perhapa  be  moat  eli- 

ile,   preaerving  only   their  armament.      It  i*  alao 

irthy  of  obaervation  that,  in  their  former  reports,  atat- 

f  the  neceaait;  of  a  floating  force  to  co-operate  with 

permanent  wotka  to  prevent  an  enemy  from  CDtering 

tbo  Bay   of  Mobile,   the  engineera  do  not  appear  lo 

have  made  these  calenlationa  nor  indeed  any  objec- 

lo  aueh  a  force.     Aa  thia   aubject  baa  been  pre- 

aented  to  the  committer  in  a  financial  point  of  view, 

and  aa  they  have  not  jet  obtained  all  tbe  information 

neceaaacy  to  enable  them  to  give  a  detailed  opinion  in 

thia  report  they  leave  that  part  of  the  subject  for  futore 

conaid  oration  ■ 

ia  farther  ataled,  in  the  Meaaage,  that  an  enemy 
may  take  poiaeaaion  of  Dauphin  Island,  and  that  he 
0  at  the  eloae  of  the  laat  war.  Having  at  the 
cloae  of  the  war  taken  the  email  fort  on  Mobile  Point, 
and  poaaeased  bimaelf  of  the  channel  road,  the  enemy 
might  make  hia  incuraions  to  Dauphin  lalind  unmo- 
lested. It  will  alao  be  recollected  that  he  loot  posaea- 
aion  of  Tangier  and  Kent  ialanda  in  tbe  Bay  of  Chesa- 
peake, bnt  it  is  not  inferred  thai  it  ia  therefore  neeea- 
aary  to  fortify  Iheie  ialands.  If  theae  should  lie  forti- 
fied, otberaremain  equally  accetaible  to  him  in  variona 
parte  of  tbe  coait. 

From  every  view  of  the  aubject  which  the  commit- 
tee have  been  able  to  take,  on  a  carefol  eiamioatiDn 
of  all  the  facta,  and  with  tbe  moat  reapeetful  sltcDtion 
to  the  opiniona  eipreased  in  the  Meaaage,  they  do  not 
find  any  jaalifleble  cause  for  changing  the  i^inion 
contained  in  their  former  report  of  the  SSth  of  Febru- 
ary, that  it  ia  inexpedient  to  consirnct  the  projected 
fortiBcation  on  Dauphin  laland. 

In  tbe  opinion  expreaaed  in  the  Meaaage,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  progreiaing  in  tbe  completion  of  the  fot- 
tificaliona  on  the  aeaboard,  tbe  commitleo  entirely 
agree,  and  that  the  neceasary  approprialiona  therefor 
should  be  made.  They  are  also  well  satisfied  that, 
"  in  case  any  emergency  ahould  require  it,"  the  peo- 
ple would  willinglj  submit  to  any  burdena  neceaaacy 
10  accelerate  their  completion.  Whether,  at  tbia  time, 
and  under  eiialing  circumatancca,  they  would  be  will- 
ing to  increaae  the  national  debt,  by  recurring  to  loana, 
aa  in  the  two  years  laat  past,  or  that  additional  taiea 
should  be  imposed  on  them  for  tbia  parpoae ;  or  whe- 
ther tbe  progreaa  in  theae  works  ought  to  keep  pace 
with,  and  to  be  limited  by,  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
country,  are  queationa  requiring,  in  tbe  judgment  of 
the  committee,  the  moat  aerioua  conuderation  of  Con- 
greaa. 

AH  which  is  reapectfutly  aubmittad. 

VACCINATION. 

Mr.  Bdrton,  from  Ibe  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  repealioK  the  ftct  of 
1813,  to  encoutage  vaccinBtioD,  and  iff  on  inquiry, 
it  shall  be  proper,  to  report  a  bill  to  that  efiect, 
made  a  report,  aceompanied  by  a  bill  to  repeal  the 
said  act ;  whicb  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  tbe  Uble.     The  report  is  as  followa: 

The  conmiltee  appoioled  lo  inquire  into  the  pro- 
priety of  repealing  tbe  ad  of  I8I3,  to  oDConnge  vae- 
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canalklD,  and  if,  on  ioqairy,  it  ihall  iMm  ptoper,  M 
report  a  bill  lo  Lhat  «flect,  hate  aUanUTslj  and  dclib- 
«ratelj  aiamiiMd  the  aabject,  and  aabmit  tha  follawing 

The  toMDt  anfoitaaate  occorrencei  in  the  Btate  of 
Horlh  Catolina,  haviog  infolTed  comidsialiaai  of  the 
ntnoct  importancs  to  aouiat;,  and  intimilaly  con- 
nected with  the  deareat  intereata  of  bumanity.  jotii 
comoiiUca  fael  it  to  be  due  to  the  occajion  to  eom- 
ncDca  their  ramirki  by  a  iU«tiacl  and  unequiiocit 
declaration  of  (heir  entire  and  noahakon  confidence 
in  the  efficacy  or  the  vaccine  diaeaae  tt  a  prerentiTa 
of  amall  poz.  In  addition  to  the  experienea  of  the 
moat  intelligent  medical  men,  in  all  pula  of  the  norld, 
the  committee  hsTe  the  aetiafactioD  to  itate,  that  evan 
tile  lale  unhapp7  accident  in  North  Carolina  ha*  bean 
attended  bj  the  consoling  eireamatanea  of  anottier  and 
a  tiiumpbanl  OTiden  ce  of  the  Tirtuei  of  vaecinatiao. 
The  inqnirj,  therefore,  appeari  to  be  rery  piop«Tl; 
limited  to  the  mere  expediency  of  the  eiiitmg  Ian, 
nbich  anlhorizei  the  appointment  of  an  agent,  from 
and  to  whom  letlera  may  be  iranaroittad  free  of  poat- 
age. 

While  the  committee  woald  on  no  acconnl  offer 
*  aaggealion  which  could  be  conatruad  to  imply  ■ 
donbt  of  the  efficacy  of  Ticcinatioo,  they  coneaive  it 
may,  ne*erthel«ia,  b»  a  queation,  whelhertfaa  General 
GoTeroment  can  beneficially  interpoaa  for  the  fur- 
therance  of  an  object  which  aeema,  in  a  peeoUtr 
manner,  to  apperlaia  to  the  municipal  anlboriliea  in 
tha  aaveral  otalia,  ind  which  muat,  of  neceaally,  be 
finally  committed  lo  the  management  and  discretion 
of  profeaaianal  men,  poaaesiing  the  confidence  of  the 
community.  All  our  regulaliona  for  the  preaarTalion. 
of  the  pablie  health  are  qoestiona  of  police,  wiaely 
c«nnutted  to  Ihoie  who  are  immedialelj  intereated, 
•Qd  therefore  moat  likely  to  adopt  efficient  meaanraa 
for  their  own  aafety.  And  it  ii  doubted  whether  Con- 
greaa  can,  in  any  inatance,  dariie  a  ayileut  which 
will  not  be  more  liable  to  abuaea  in  ita  oparatioa*, 
and  leas  aubject  to  a  prompt  and  aalutary  control, 
than  inch  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  local  authoriliei. 
The  privilege  of  franking  leltera,  conferred  upon  an 
individnal,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  htm  to  dii- 
tribnle  the  vaccine  virus,  and  thereby  lo  aconmulate 
wealth,  by  levying  eonlribulions  from  all  part*  of  tha 
Union,  afforda  an  inatance  of  monopoly  as  repugnant 
to  the  spinl  of  our  political  institutiona  ai  it  is  to  the 
character  of  tha  medical  profession,  which,  for  public 
apirited  and  active  benevolence,  is  too  well  established 
lo  require  anxUiariea  of  this  description  in  the  per- 
fbnuBDce  of  its  dulies.  But  another  and  more  forcible 
objection  presents  itself.  An  edtabliabmenl  of  tbia 
kind,  under  the  authority  of  the  Oaneral  Government, 
naturally  commands  ibe  attention  of  all  portions  of 
the  country;  and  the  numerous  requisitjona  fur  the 
vaccine  matter,  from  rcgioni  so  extensive,  must  ocea- 
aionaliy  reduce  any  single  agent  lo  the  neceasity  of 
either  relinqniahing  the  proDered  fee,  or  of  transmitting 
matter  of  donbtful  character.  Suh-sgenis  must  ne- 
ceaaaiily  be  employed  lo  furnish  a  supply  equal  to  tha 
demand.  Qarelesa  or  incompetent  asstalanli,  guided 
mora  by  enpldity  than  inlelilgence,  may  tbns  be  in- 
strtlmeotal  in  producing  mischief,  by  the  distribution 
of  inert  matter,  or  by  the  more  fatal  error  of  disieml. 
nating  a  pestilence  instead  of  a  prophylactic  That 
aaeh  unhappy  miatakes  may  occur,  ia  but  too  well  at. 
tested  by  the  recent  events  in  North  CaTolina.  The 
coRiioittee  are,  thenliHe,  inclined  to  the  bdief,  lhat 


any  single  agency,  for  the  whole  Union,  must  always 
be  liable  to  aimilar  ot^aetions ;  and  from  which  thay 
apprehend  no  institution,  clothed  with  the  character 
of  a  lucrative  monopoly  or  privilege,  can  be  entirely 
exempted.  If,  however,  it  should  be  deemed  advisa- 
ble for  Congreas  to  continue  to  aid  in  ^cilitaling  the 
distribution  of  vaccine  matter  by  the  mode  now  in 
operation,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  some  of 
the  evils  to  which  they  have  adverted  might  be  obvi- 
ated by  Ihe  sppoinlment  of  two  or  more  agents,  judi- 
ciously located  in  our  large  cities,  in  different  qnarten 
of  the  Union.  Bnt,  after  matnre  deltberalion,  Ihnr 
have  come  lo  the  conclusion  thai  it  would  be  sliU 
belter  (o  eommil  the  subject  aitogethsr  to  the  local 
anthoritiea,  who,  with  the  aid  of  the  profossionai  men, 
will  be  more  competent  to  the  ancceasfal  management 
of  it — and  lo  whom,  they  believe,  it  properly  belongs. 
They,  therefore,  report  the  accompanying  bill. 

PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  went  into 
CO nai deration  of  Ihe  bill  entitled  an  act,  in  addition 
to  an  act  entitled  an  act  providing  for  the  prompt 
settlement  of  public  accounts ;  when  Mr.  RicR 
proposed  the  following  ameiidinent  to  the  bill : 

8ic.  S.  And  be  itjartker  matted.  That,  whenever, 
in  tha  aeltlement  ofthe  acconnta  before  mentioned,  a 
diflarence  of  opinion  shall  arias  between  acconntifig 
officers,  as  to  the  extent  of  the  credib  to  be  allowed, 
under  or  by  virtue  of  this  act,  such  ease  shall  he  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  deduon  shall 
be  conclusive.  And  it  is  bereby  made  the  duly  of  the 
said  Secretary,  lo  cause  to  be  commDnicaled  to  Con- 
gress, at  the  commencement  of  each  session,  a  state- 
ment, compriung  the  namea  ofthe  persons  whose  ae- 
coanU  shall  have  been  settled  the  preceding  year, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  with 
Ihe  amount  which  shall  have  been  passed  to  Ihe  credit 
of  each,  under  the  several  heads  of  expenditures,  and 
upon  other  evidence  than  such  as  is  prescribed  by  pre- 
•zialing  laws  and  regulstfons. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That,  if  any 
person  shall  swear,  or  affirm,  Eokaeiy,  tonehing  the 
expenditure  of  public  money,  or  in  support  of  al^ 
claim  against  the  United  States,  be,  or  she,  abaU, 
Dpon  conviction  tfaereofl  suffer  aa  for  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  bill,  together  with, 
the  amendmeiits,  be  committed  lo  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rich  apposed  the  motion ;  to  whom  Mr. 
CocKB  replied. 

Mr.  McCoy  opposed  the  motion,  and  incident- 

Ir  supported  the  Dill,  and  Ml    *' 
bill  his  decided  approbation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williahb,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table, 
and  Ihe  smendnieals  submitted  by  Mr.  Rica  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  the 
House  went  into  consideration  of  a  biU  further  to 
aiaend  the  sereral  acis  relatiTe  to  the  Treaaorr, 
War,  and  Navf  Depaiiments,  and,  after  a  few 
remarks  by  Mr.  H.  Nelson,  and  Mr.  Smith  of 
Maryland,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engtosMd 
for  a  third  reading. 
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THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  Baldvin  moved  to  diichBrge  the  Commil- 
tee  of  the  Whole  from  the  farther  coDsideratioD 
of  eeiuin  resolutions  by  him  submitted,  on  the  7tb 
of  January,  proposing  an  alteration  of  the  laws 
laying  duties  on  goods  imported,  and  to  commit 
the  same  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union ;  and  on  that  question  he  asked 
fot  ibe  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  thereupon  or- 
dered. 

The  motion  was  dirided,  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Ed- 
VARDB  of  North  Carolina,  and  a  discussion  of 
some  length  ensued,  in  which  Measr*.  Baldwin, 
Kdwabds,  of  North  Carolioa,  Mitchell,  of  Sontb 
Cuolina,  WALwoBTB,M4LLiiBT,  Thimble,  Siw- 
TBB,  Cahssblgno,  Bctler,  RocBEflTSB,  and 
Smith,  of  Hsryland,  took  pari,  when  the  qnes- 
tion  was  taken  thereon,  first  upon  the  point  of 
discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affinnatiTe — yeat  87,  nays  66,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tii»— llemi.  BbUwIb,  Barber  of  Conneetkat, 
Barber  of  Ohi«,  Batoman,  Borland,  Breekentj^, 
Brown,  Bactuaian,BQrrawi,  BnllaT,  Campbdl  of  New 
YaA,  Campbell  or  Ohio,  CwMdy.  Chaaben,  Ctdden, 
Coodict,  Conklisi,  BailiDgton,  BaniMn,  Dickinaon, 
BKisht,  Bdwarde  of  C<nnecticnt,  Farretlj,  Ftndbj, 
Falkf,  Gebhanl,  Oroa*.  Harra*,  Hawki,  Heonfaill, 
flerrick,  Haluunbe,  Hnbbaid,  F.  Jdinaoa,  J.  T.  John- 
aon,  J.  8.  JohntUai,  Kajet,  KirUand.  Litdifield,  Mc- 
Caitf,  MeSbenr,  Matlaek,  Haltoeki,  Metcalfe,  MU- 
nor,  Milehell  of  PeaDajrlTania,  Moore  of  PeniMytVaHia, 
Morgan,  MoTTey,  Nelion  of  Virginia,  Nenlsn,  Patlei- 
eonof  New  York,  Palteraoa  of  FeBBejlTaak,  PhiUipa, 
Ftereon,  Pitcher,  Plnmer  of  PeBBiylTania,  Bi^  Bo- 
dwaier.  Row,  Boggle*,  Rose,  Sawjer,  Scott,  Sloeo, 
8.  Smith,  J.  8.  Smith,  Speneer,  Sterfjng  of  CoDBeeti< 
out,  Stewait,  Stoddard,  Swan.Taylor,  Ted,  Temlkwon, 
Treey,  Trimbta,  Vanre,  Van  Beaaaalaer,  Van  Wyek, 
Walworth,  Whipple,  WUte,  Wood,  Woodeoek, 
Woodaoa,  and  Wonnan. 

NAia— Heaara.  Alexander,  Bell,  Banett,  Beyly, 
Bigelow,  Blair,  Cambreleng,  Cannon,  Uoc^,  Conoar, 
Ctafta,  Crudnp,  Cnahmao,  Cnthbart,  Dane,  Durfee, 
Eddy,  Gdwaidi  of  North  Carolina,  Buatis,  Gumett. 
Gilmer,  Giet,  Hell,  Herdin,  Hill,  Hobart,  Hooks,  Jack- 
eon,  Lsthrop,  Leftnich,  Lincoln,  Long,  Lowndes, 
McCoy,  McDofGe,  McNeill,  Hallery,  Mation,  Marcer, 
Mllch^l  of  Booth  Caroline,  Moolgomerj,  Moore  of 
Alabama,  Neala,  Nelun  of  Muiecbuiette,  New,  Pin- 
neiof  New  Hemp^ire,  Bankin,  Reed  of  Maiyland, 
Beld  of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Arthur  Smith,  Al^xeader 
8myth,8terliD|ofNBw  York,  SteTenaoD,  Bweariagen, 
Tbompun,  Tucker  ofSouth  Cerolina,  Tucker  of  Vir- 
gbie,  Upbsm,  Welker,  Whitmsn,  Williuna  of  Vir- 
ginia, Williems  of  North  CaroIiDa,  Wiliaraeoo,  Wil- 
eon,  and  Wright. 

Mr.  Butler  then  moved,  that  the  forihet  con- 
stdemtion  of  the  said  resolutions  be  postponed  to 
the  first  Mondsf  in  December  next  As  there 
WIS  so  much  buwiea  of  bh  importaDt  nature  that 
itqairad  immediate  decisioD,  BDd  the  peiiod  of  the 
MMtoa  being  limited  to  an  earijr  day,  he  thought 
ilinupedient  to  go  into  the  dlacuBsionof  asubject 
that  would  probaUy  connirae  a  fortnight  He  also 
ofaeerred  that  the  latiff  should  not  be  frequently 
altered,  nor  without  great  cooiidefation,  and  he 


believed  it  would  be  proper  to  examine  the  anlijeet 
in  the  vacation,  and  the  Hovse  would  be  better 
prepared  to  decide  opon  the  sttbject  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session. 

Mr.  STEWABTopposed  the  motion:  itwasasub- 
jeet  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  revenue  of 
the  nation,  and  of  maeh  more  importance  than 
many  other  subjects  before  the  House.  The  tariff. 
he  remarked,  was  not  b  new  question.  It  had 
long  occupied  the  attentive  consideration  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  he  thoijght  it  was  time 
It  should  be  considered  by  the  House. 

Further  remarks  were  made  in  support  of  the 
motion  by  Messrs.  Mohtoomert,  Cuthbebt, 
Wriqht,  Cahbbeleno,  Rhea,  Mitcbbll,  of 
South  Carolina,  Ma  LLA  by,  and  Nelson,  of  Mary- 
land, and  in  opposition  to  the  motion,  %  Mcaers. 
Puller,  Sawter,  Ricb,  Baldwin,  Stbwabt, 
WooDBON,  P.  JoRNBON,  Newton,  of  Virginia, 
and  Bdcbahan. 

Mr.  Rich  called  for  iha  yeai  and  nays,  which 
were  thereupon  ordered,  ana  the  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  65,  nayn  87,  as  fol- 
lows; 

¥■*•— Mewri.  Alexander,  Ball,  Bueett,  Bmjiy, 
Bigelow,  Blair,  Bailer,  Cantbreleng,  Cannon,  Codce, 
Conner,  Gralta,  Crudnp,  Cnilunai),  Cothbert,  Dane; 
Eddy,  Edward*  of  North  Carotiaa,  Qeraelt,  Gilmer, 
Oiat,  Hardui,  Hill,  Robert,  Hooka,  Jackaoo.  Kent, 
Lalhrop,  Leflwieh,  Liocoln.  Long,  McCoy,  IHcDaffie, 
McNeiII,  Mallarj,  Maleon,  Mercer,  Montgomciy, 
Neale,  Nehoe  of  MiHachnaetta,  Nelaon  of  Harylanil, 
Nam,  Plnmer  of  New  Hanpihire,  Reokia,  Reed  of 
Maaeaebnaetta,  Read  of  Maryland,  Raid  of  Georgia, 
Rbea,  Ailhnr  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smrth, 
BteellBg  ef  New  York,  Sterenaoa,  Sweanngen,  Thomp- 
■en.  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Tndter  of  Virginia, 
Upham,  Walker,  Whitman,  Williem*  of  Tirginia, 
Williama  of  North  CaroKna,  Williamson,  Wileoo, 
and  Wright. 

Nats — Meuri.  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Connecticnt, 
BarberofOhio,  Bateman,BlBcUedge,  Borland,  Breck> 
eoridge,  Brotrn,  Bachanan,  Bnrrowa,  Campbell  of 
New  York,  Cempbell  of  Ohio,  Caeaedj,  Chambeie, 
Colden,  Candid,  Conkling,  Cook,  Darlington,  Den- 
iion,  Dtckinaoo,  Dnrfee,  Dirlgbt,  Edivardi  of  Connec- 
ticut, Farrelly,  FlndUy,  Fuller,  Gefahard,  Groaa, 
Bank*,  Hemphill,  Herrick.  Holcombe,  Hubbard.  F, 
Johnson,  J.  T.  Johneon,  Keyes,  Kirkland,  Litchfield, 
McCartj,  McSherrj,  Metlack,  Mattocki,  Metcalfe,  HU- 
nor,  Mitchell  ofPenntrWania,  Moore  of  Pennsylvania, 
Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Hnrraj,  Newton,  Patter- 
■OD  of  New  York,  Palter«>Dof  PeDosjlTania,  FbilUpa, 
Pieraon,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  Penniylvaiua,  Rick, 
Rochester,  Rogen,  Rou,  Rues,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sloan, 
8.  Snidi,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spencer,  Sterling  of  Connecti- 
cut, Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlia- 
aon,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Vance,  Van  Renaaelaer,  Van 
Wyck,  Walworth,  White,  Wood,  Woodeook,  Wood- 
eon,  end  Worman. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  committing  tbe 
resolutions  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wht^e  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  cBrrted  without  a  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  U.  Nblbok,  the  House  ih«D 
took  into  consideration  the  hill  for  altering  the 
times  of  holding  the  district  conn  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  after  a  few  immaterial  amend- 
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menis,  at  the  su^eeslion  of  Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Vir- 
giaia,  had  be«D  adoi>led,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  I 
be  engiDssed  for  a  third  reading.  ' 

H0E8BB  LOST  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAH.      | 

The  HoDse  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a  [ 
Conunittee  of  (he  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  \ 
officen  and  volunteers  in  the  Seminole  campaign, 
for  horses  lost  in  thai  service. 

The  qaesiion  before  the  Committee  was  on  a 
motion  made  bf  Mr.  McCoy  to  strike  oat  the 
proviK ;  but  he  withdrew  the  motion  with  ao  ia- 
Inilion  of  renewing  it  in  the  House. 

Tlie  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  tbc  bill 
aiameniled,aad  the  question  was  on  concurriDg  in 
the  ameitdmenl,  (which  reqaired  the  accounting 
oflieer  to  deduct,  from  the  value  of  the  horses  to 
be  pstd  for,  the  amount  allowed  and  paid  for  the 
use  and  service  thereof) 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Caicon 
10  the  eiteut  to  which  it  went  j  and  he  supported, 
at  considerable  length,  the  justice  and  good  policy 
of  indemnifyiug  the  volanieers  for  their  losses,  as 
propoaed  by  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  Woodson  also  spoke  at  some  length  on  the 
same  side  and  to  the  same  effect 

Mr.  TncKGH,  of  Virginia,  briefly  submitted  the 
reasons  which  resiraiued  him  from  voting  to  grant 
the  Gompen.satian  claimed  for  the  volunteers. 

Mr.  Rbea  replied,  and — 

Mr.  MooRB,  of  AUboma,  contended,  in  a  speech 
of  rame  length,  that  jasiiee,  ec|aity,  and  good  faith, 
aceordiag  to  the  undeistanding  with  the  volun- 
teen,  required  that  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
horses,  &c.,  ought  to  be  made  to  them. 

Mr.  UffrcALrx  took  the  general  position  that 
where  the  aoldier  has  receiv^  less  than  the  value 
of  the  horse  for  his  service,  the  diflerence  ought  to 
be  paid  for  bis  loss,  but  not  more,  and  spoke  some 
lime  in  support  of  nis  opinion. 

Mr.  F.  JoNEB  replied  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
Metcalfe,  and  advocated  the  justice  and  equity 
of  indeninifying  the  loss  of  hotses,  dbc.,  sustained 
by  the  volunteers. 

Mr.  Woodcock  made  some  remarks  to  show 
the  propriety  of  modifying  the  bill  (iu  the  manner 
subsequently  stated.) 

Mr.  BuoHAHAN  advocated  the  general  principle 
of  coBnpensation  for  the  horses  ;  and 

Mr.  GxutsR  contended  that  the  Tennessee  troops 
were  already  fully  paid,  and  this  additional  allow- 
ance was  not  demandea  by  justice  or  equity. 

The  question  was  then  (about  5  o'clock)  taken 
on  GODcoitins:  in  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  (he  Whole,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative—«TCa  63,  noes  65. 

Mr.  Woodcock  then  moved  the  amendment  he 
had  previotudy  intimated,  which  was,  in  sabstaaee, 
to  dnluct  any  allowance  previously  made  for  the 
lue  of  the  hone,  unless  the  volmleer  shall  show 
that  be  was  re-moutiled ;  in  vriiich  case  the  de- 
duction shall  only  eitena  to  the  time  sncii  volun- 
teer served  on  foot ;  and  provided,  (hat  if  any 
payment  had  been  made  to  any  volunteer  for  clo- 
ihing,  such  payment  shall  be  deducted  from  the 
sam  to  be  alTowed  for  his  losses. 


Some  debate  took  place  on  this  amendment,- 
on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Edwahob,  of  Connecticut, 
and  WooncocK;  after  which  it  was  agreed  tn- 
wilhout  a  division. 

Mr.  RicB  (ben  moved  the  adoption  of  an  addi* 
tional  proviso,  which  was  modified  to  read  a» 
follows : 

"  PromtM,  Tbtt  no  claim  ihall  be  Mowed  ander 


of  tliii 


iDtila 


proper  retain  8 

have  been  receiiad  b;  (be  accounting  officers  fron  the 
compsn;  to  nhicb  tha  ctutnantj  shaJI  hava  belonged, 
•honing  the  numlier  of  honei  loat  in  said  company, 
in  mannei  afateaaid,  the  lime  when  toit,  and  the  name 
«f  the  oirner." 

Mr.  F.  JoNBB  made  some  remarks  to  show  that 
this  amendment  would  ^oduce  no  good  effect,  and 
would  create  useless  difficulties  in  the  settlement 

Messrs.  Montoomehy,  Ricb,  Vakcb,  Cannoit, 
Malladt,  and  Moore,  of  Alabama,  also  made 
remarks  on  the  amendment,  and  the  discus- 
continued  until  near  sis  o'clock;  when  a 
motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which  prevailed  bf 
the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker ;  and  the  House 
adjourned. 

MoNOAv,  April  15. 
Mr.  RocHEBTsa  jwesented  a  petition  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  of  Aldermen  and  roembeta  of 
the  Board  of  Common  Coimcli,  of  Cieorgetown. 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  the  biU 
now  pending  before  this  House,  to  extend  the  ju- 
risdiction of  justices  of  the  peace  in  said  District, 
may  be  passed  into  a  law,  with  an  amendmoit, 
directing  (be  justice  to  summon  a  jury  to  try  cases 
exceeding  twenty  dollars,  when  required  by  either 

Warfield  presented  a  petition  and  remon- 
strance, counter  to  the  above,  from  twenty-five 
inhabitants  of  the  county  and  town  of  Alexandria, 

"    said  District. 


Mr.  MoHOAN  presented  a  memorial  of  snndiy 
inhabitants  of  (he  cit^of  New  Yoik,  concerned  in 
in  spinning,  stating  that,  owing  to  a  misccm- 
struction  of  the  act  of  April,  1816,  coarse  cotton 
threads  that  are  bleached  i»  colored  are  admitted 
to  entry  upon  the  payment  of  only  about  one  half 
the  duty  lo  which  they  ate  or  ought  tu  be  subjected, 
and  praying  an  explanatory  act  may  be  pasaed ; 
w  hich  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Commitiee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  CcHnmerce 
to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senat^ 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  in  Florida,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read,  and  the  bill  was  commit- 
ted lo  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

An  engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  (he  relief  of 
Surchasers  of  the  public  lands  prior  to  the  first 
ay  of  July,  1620,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and, 
after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Cocke  against  the 

Eassage  of  the  bill,  and  by  Mr.  Moore,  of  Ala- 
ama,  in  favor  of  it — 
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Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
same  be  laid  on  the  table ;  which  was  agreed  to — 
Ayes  65,  noes  53. 

The  bill  from  ibe  Senate  altering  tbe  time  of 
Jiolding  the  district  court  in  the  district  of  Missis- 
-sippi;  and  an  engrossed  bill  further  to  amend  the 
several  acts  relative  to  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Nary  Departments,  were  respectively  read  a  third 
■time,  end  passed. 

BETRENCHMEST  OF  EXPENDITUREa. 

Mr.  Hardin,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
:lhe  IStb  of  February  last,  to  ioquiie  whether  any 
part  of  the  public  expenditure  can  be  retrenched, 
without  detriment  to  tbe  public  service ;  and  whe- 
ther there  be  any  offices  or  appoinlmeDis  in  the 
Oovernment  of  the  United  States  which  have  be- 
come useless  and  uonecessary,and  can  be  dispensed 
with,  made  a  report,  in  part,  thereon.  The  report 
is  as  follows: 

The  iilcct  commiltae  appointed  to  inquira  irhethet 
an;  pirt  of  tha  paMic  etpeaditure  can  b«  reireni^ad 
without  detriment  to  tha  public  aervice,  and  whether 
there  be  an;  officei  oi  appointmenta  in  the  GovorU' 
ment  of  tlie  United  filateB,  which  have  become  useleaa 
and  unneceaaarj,  and  can  be  diapsnied  with,  report 

Tbe  fiiBl  anbjact  which  preranled  ilaelf  to  Ibe  Com- 
nittee  in  the  diachirge  of  the  dutieaimpoaad  on  thero 
hj  the  raaolution  of  the  House  viaa,  to  aacertaiii,  with 
41  much  certainly  ai  practicable,  the  aoin*  propeil; 
chargeable  upon  ihe  revenne  b;  the  aiiatins  liwa  : 

Tha  next  in  order,  the  meana  of  the  Government  la 
meet  thoae  demanda. 

The  public  debt,  independeDi  of  the  floating  unliqui- 
dated demanda,  ia  $93,4S3,60fi  73 ;  the  inteieit  upon 
that  lum,  annnall;,  i>  ¥6,16S,248  24  : 
Tha  stock  compoaing  tbe  debt,  and  vrhen  reimburasble, 

ti  ahovin  by  the  fallowing  table  : 
Deferred  aii  per  cent,  atock        -        -  $l,e2S,8SG  IS 
Three  pet  cent,  atock        -         -        -  13,SB5,9Se  04 
8ii  j>ar  cent,  atock  of  1768  •        -         80,000  00 

Eicbaoged  aii  per  cent,  stock  -  •  2,66S,9T4  09 
&ii  per  cent,  atock  of  1812  -  ■  e,lB7,006  84 
SilpercenLstock  of  1813,  ($16,000,000 

loan,) 1S,R21,I36  46 

Siipercenl-aiockof  1818,  (97,500,000 

loan,) «,8SS,I8S  39 

«x  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  («36,O00,- 

000,  and  $3,000,000  loan,)      -        -  13,011,437  63 

Six  per  eenU  aloek  of  I81G          -        -  9,490,099  10 

Trwaury  note  six  per  cent,  atock        -  Mefi,S8&  47 

Treaanij  note  ■even  per  cent,  aloek  -  8,60G,3fi6  37 
Five  par  cent,  stock,  (aubacription  to 

Bank  of  the  United  Btatea,)     -        •  7,000,000  00 

Six  per  cent,  atock  of  the  loan  of  1820  3,000,000  00 

FWe  pn  cent,  of  1830              -       .  999,999  13 

IKtto  of  1S3L 4,736,29B  30 


$93,483,600  73 


The  above  amount  of  debt  ia  reimburasble  u  fol- 

In  1833,  deferred  six  per  cenL  stock  $fi66,fi8e  76 
In  1833,  deferred  aii  per  coot,  atock  -  693,836  47 
In  18S4,  deferred  «x  per  cent  stock      -      8SS,400  90 

$1,636,836  13 


In   1836,  aichanged  ail 

per  cenL  atock         -  ¥3,668,974  99 
Six  per  cent,  of  181S  -     6,187,006  84 


.   Block 


6,606,366  27 


In  18S6,  Bii  per  centum 
atock  of  1813,  (loan 
of  916,000,000,)  tlS,6Sl,18B  46 
In  1836,  Six  per  centnm 
stock  of  1813,  (ban 
of  17,600,000,)         -     6,836,^3  30 

33,867,a«8  S4 

In  1837,  six  per  cent,  atock  of  1814        13,011,437  S3 

1828,  ail  per  cent,  atock  of  1816         9,190,099  It 

1838,  five  per  cent,  atock  of  1630  9911,999  13 

1836,  file  per  cenL  alocit  of  1331         4,736,296  W 

Slock  reimburaable  at  the  pleaanre  of 

the  Government: 
Three  per  cent,  itock         -        -         ■  13,396,95«  04 


Five  per  cent,  aubscriplion  to  the  Bank 

of  tbe  United  States 
Six  per  cent,  of  18S0 - 
Six  pcrcenLof  1796  - 


7,ODa,00«00 

3,000,000  00 

80,000  DO 


In  addition  to  the  public  debt  as  it  now  ataods,  Ihere 

.11  have  to  bo  added,  it  ia  presumed,  95,000, OOO  of  it 

least  fire  per  cent,  stock  to  discharge  the  claims  agiinH 


Spain,  agrcesblj  to  the  atipulations  with  that  Gori 

ment,  and  trhich  ii  the  consideration  lor  the  purchiaa 

of  Florida  ;  nhieh  will  make  tbe  public  debt  908,433,- 

606  73 ;  tbe  iDtereat  npon  which  will  be  96,410,348  S4 

annually. 

Tbe  estimatea,  as  furniahed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treaaarr,  for  tbe  year  1833,  atand  thus : 
Civil,  diplom-itic  and  miacellaneooa       91,664,397  00 

MiUtary  service,  &c 6,108,097  6! 

Naval  service,  &o.      •        -        •        -     3,463,410 17 
To  the  Naval  service  add    -        -        .        300,000  00 

(part  of  the  9600,000  for  the  gradual 

increase  of  the  Navy,  not  included  in 

the  estiiDBle  ;)   and,  also, 
The  interest  on  the  national  debt,  as 

above  estimated,  (which  will  be  Ihe 

amount  after  the  year  1833,}  -        -     5,410,348  24 


Making  the  aum  of  - 


914,936,06103 


This  estimate  is  made  without  allowing  one  cent  to 
the  Sinkiog  Fund  for  the  gradual  discharge  of  the  pub- 
tic  debt. 

The  civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous  expendi- 
tures, ihey  believe,  are  estimated  loo  low  ;  because  the 
foreign  intercourse  about  to  be  opened  belwcea  the 
United  Ststea  and  Portugal,  and  also  with  tbe  inds- 
peodent  nations  of  North  and  South  America,  wilt  add 
to  the  sum  at  least  $130,000.  Although  it  maybe 
objected,  that,  in  the  eatimatei  for  the  miUlary  service, 
dtc,  a  sum  ia  ioduded  for  arraaragea  prior  to  tbe  1st 
of  Januarv,  1817,  yet  it  ia  believed  by  the  committea 
that  the  deficiencies  not  included  in  tbe  estimate  id 
that  department  for  the  year  1831,  which  amount  to 
$631,886  67,  are  equal  to  the  arrearages  prior  lo  the 
let  of  January,  1817.  It  may  also  be  objected,  that 
part  of  the  eatimates  for  the  War  Department — such 
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•I  lortifiMlioiu — SIS  anlj  Uinporarf.  To  that  it  tniT 
be  uiawered,  llitt,  when  iha  foTtificidom  tie  Gniihed, 
Ihe  eipenraB  will  be  rathei  iDerauad  Lhan  dimiDuhed, 
b^  the  addition*!  Dumbar  of  men  necsiMry  to  min 
them.  It  may  be  Anther  objecledi  that,  in  the  mti- 
mitM  for  Ibe  niTal  sgiTice,  the  lum  of  9600,000  it 
iadadMl ;  which  expenditDre  ii  alHi  teinporarj,  bs  tbe 

?ipTopTUtion  for  ihil  abject  U  to  leit  hut  fiim  yttrx. 
he  committea  era  of  opioion  that  the  addittaDal  nnm- 
bei  or  men  and  officers  which  Ihe  Nbtj  will  Iheo 
tequtie,  in  addition  to  the  itima  reqaired  from  time  to 
lime  to  refit  and  keep  in  repair  the  veaaeb,  will  make 
a  greater  deniaDd  from  that  Department  upon  the 
Tnunrj  than  b  eatiiliited. 

They  would  further  remark  that  Congraoi,  each 
•naion,  upon  an  avaraga.  approprialaa  for  lemporaij 
purposea.  end  which  cannot  be  tilien  into  anj  eiti- 
mite,  a  aum  equal  to  $300,000. 

They  therefore  haie  no  heaitation  in  giving  it  aa  tbe 
reault  of  their  moat  deliberate  opinion,  that,  according 
to  Ibe  now  exiiting  lawa,  the  ealimate  which  they 
have  made,  of  $14,9SS,053  03,  b a  n  permanent  charge 
upon  the  reveDue,  ia  not  too  high. 

The  comoiittee  will  now  proceed  to  tbe  coaaidera- 
tian  of  tbe  meana  of  the  GoTernmeut  to  meet  tbe  car- 
rent  demanda  agaioat  it.  Tbe  eilimatea  giren  by  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Traainry  are  oe  followa: 

Ciuiania $14,000,000 

Public  land 1,000,000 

Bank  i}i'idendB 350,000 

Arrean  of  direct  tax  and  inlerual  duties  -  76,000 

Moneya  lecovared  out  of  adfancea  made 

in  die  War  Department  before  the  lit 

of  July,  ISIS 60,000 

Incidental  receipt!  ....  35,000 


Total 916,110,000 


lUtad  to 
$12,968,916  16. 
Why  (hen  thia  increaae  in  Ihe  eatimateal     It  ia  a 


1  that  the  eiporla  of  the  lame  atticlea  for  tbe  year 
iai\  BmonDltobut$13,6TI,S94.  Although  the  amount 
of  importa  may  baie  an  apparent  increaae,  yet  il  may 
be  cooaidered  aa  an  aiiam  in  political  economy  that 
the  import*  never  can  be  conaidered  ai  increaiing,  when, 
at  Ihe  aame  time,  there  ia  a  falling  off  of  the  exporla. 
And  if  in  any  one  year  the  importa  ahatl  appear  to 
increase,  when  the  exporta,  inatead  of  a  correapondant 
increase,  are  actually  diminiaheJ,  we  ought  to  altrib- 
nle  il  either  to  an  eicreacence  upon  tbe  regular  oper- 
Btiona  of  trade,  or  that  the  import*  were  intended  for 
tipoitalion  again.  Thai  the  ejceaa  in  tbe  importa- 
liona  for  the  year  I8S1  waa  oning  to  an  intention  of 
re-exporting  part  af  the  same  goodi,  ia  now  manifested 
by  the  fact  tbst  tbe  debentures  will  greatly  exceed 
the  eitimais  of  tbe  Treasury  Department.  They  can 
Iherefors  see  no  reason  why  the  astimala  far  1B32 
ought  to  exceed  tbe  amount  received  from  the  same 
aource  in  ISSl.  Bui,  auppoae  that  the  cuatoma  aball 
jield  fbra  series  of  years  $14,000,000— and  beyond 
ibst  sum  it  would  ba  entirely  unsafe  to  estimBte  them  ; 
btcaiue,  altfiongh  Ihe  nation  is  increasing  in  popula- 
tioD  and  wealth,  yet  with  fealinga  of  pritle  it  ought  to 


be  recollected  that  abe  ia  rapidly  increasing  in  her 
domestic  manufaclurea ;  and  aa  far  aa  they  are  con- 
sumed, »o  fat  will  tbe  foreign  fabrica  be  thrown  out  of 
market,  and  part  of  tbe  eiporia  be  turned  into  the 
channela  of  domeatic  trade  by  way  of  barter. 

Tbe  duty  arising  from  sugar  imported  will  be  greatly 
diminished,  if  not  in  a  lew  years  anliraly  cut  off,  by 
the  use  or  the  sugar  of  Louisiana  and  Florida.  The 
sstimale  for  the  year  18SS  of  $1,600,000,  fhim  Ihe 
public  landa,  they  flatter  themaeWes  will  be  reatiied, 
owing  to  Ibe  diacotint  of  37}  per  cent,  which  ia  offered 
to  the  dablora  for  public  landa  who  shall  pay  by  Sep- 
tember neiL  All  who  do  not  avail  themaelvei  of  the 
disconnt  offisred  for  prompt  payment  will  accept  the 
credit  given  by  the  act  of  1831.  From  this  circum- 
stance it  is  believed,  tiut,  as  a  permanent  aoarce  of 
rovenoe,  alter  the  year  1833,  one  million  per  annum 
would  be  a  high  eitimata.  Tbe  raaource  of  public 
lands  cannot  be  considered  as  entirely  a  permanent 
one;  and  they  very  much  deprecate  the  policy  of  thron- 
ing so  much  lanil  into  martiet,  and  hope  for  the  future 
it  will  not  be  pursued  beyond  Ihe  limita  of  the  present 
State*  and  Territories.  The  policy  ia  ruinoua  to  the 
Western  country,  by  draining  it  of  all  the  preciona 
metala,  and  consequently  embarrassing  its  circulating 
medium.  The  origin  of  all  tbe  pecuniary  diSicnIties 
of  tbe  Weal  may  be  traced  to  thia  causa.  Tbe  impol- 
icy of  Ihe  measure  is  again  made  manifest,  by  dispers- 
ing tbe  population  over  too  great  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory ;  by  which  means  there  is  great  danger  that  the 
Government,  at  a  day  not  distant,  if  tbe  policy  be  not 
checked,  will  fail  to  pieces  by  its  awn  unwieldiness, 
and  consequent  imbecility.  Ttie  administration  of 
such  a  Government  can  never  be  felt  to  the  eitremi- 
tiea  of  the  empire.  This  sjalem  of  measurB*  keepa  np 
an  irrilaled  elate  of  feelings  between  tbe  Indian  tribta 
and  the  people  of  tbe  United  States.  Besides,  fa nm a n- 
ity  forbids  tbe  driving  thoae  unfortunate  people  to  the 
ends  of  tbe  habitable  earth.  At  Ihe  atune  time,  self- 
respect  ought  to  restrain  the  United  States  from  amns- 
ing  and  gulling  them  and  the  world  about,  in  point 
of  practice,  the  unmeaning  word  of  civilization. 

In  the  estimate  of  Ihe  bank  dividend  of  $360,000, 
on  what  data  the  Seeielary  weal  in  making  thai  esti- 
mate they  know  not,  aa  tbe  bank  has  never  yet  aver- 
aged *  per  cent  per  annum.  Tbe  ilema  in  the  estimala 
of  seventy-five,  sixty,  and  twenty-five  thousand  doUars, 
are  not  of  a  permanent  character. 

Suppose,  than,  the  eatimata  of  a  permanent  natura 
abould  aland  thua: 

Customs $14,000,000  00 

Public  lands  -  -  .  .  .  1,000,000  00 
Bank  dividends         ....         360,000  00 


-  $16,860,000  00 


Total         .... 
The  estimates  of  tbe  committee,  * 

permanent  charge  upon  the  revenue     14,030,063  03 


Which  balance  is  acoreely  sufEcient  to  relievo  tbe 
Treasury  from  its  immediate  efflbsrriuaments,  and 
meet  the  nnforeaeen  contingent  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment. To  ulk  of  the  present  reaourcea  of  Govern- 
ment, encumbered  with  Ihe  demands  as  now  author- 
ized by  law;  and.  also,  the  preaeut  embarrassments  of 
tbe  Treasury,  which  will  he  more  particularly  noticed 
bereafler,  as  being  sufficient  to  operate  at  all  upon, 
much  less  redeem,  wiitun  a  reaaonahle  lime,  the  pub- 
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lie  debt,  i>  the  Terint  dclaiion  thit  in;  enlightened 
p«ople  BTcr  fell  into,  ind  nothing  conld  keep  it  op  bat 
■  relncUnee  st  parting-  with  an;  of  the  eipendilura> 
of  Goietninent.  The  eonciuiion  of  the  contDitlee,  of 
die  iD*deqai(y  of  the  prennt  reienne,  encumbered 
with  the  exialing  demand*,  is  confirmed  bj  the  mcl- 
ancbol;  bet  thtt,  in  1830,  the  public  debt  wm  CSS,- 
ltl,Sie  63;  in  18S1,  991,3Sl,4Le  61;  in  1BS3,  (BS- 
4S3,60G  7a. 

The  eominiitee  regret  to  End  the  Trewury  not  i« 
■■  flonrithing  a  ritnation  al  the  Prendeot  anppoaed, 
in  hia  Menage  to  both  Houee*  of  Congieaa,  at  the 
opening  of  the  aenion.  It  i>  trne  that,  on  the  fine  of 
January,  1833,  there  na*  a  auppoeed  balance  in  the 

Treuurjaf 91,777,648  68 

which  ia  part  of  the  Idbd  of  1831,  and 
no  pan  of  the  permanent  revenue 
of  UOTcrniDent. 
That  ■nm,  neTCithelew,  ie  to  be  sub- 
jected   to    the    foil  awing    deduc- 
tions       -        -        -  ¥236,186  83 
The    estimate    of    the 
quarter    ending   the 
Slat    uf    Deeember, 
18S1,   being   estima- 
ted too  high  by  that 

Deficiencies  in  the  In- 
dian and  Pension  De- 
partment, for  the  year 
18«l         ■        •        -      GS1,896  S7 

UnavulabJe  funds  in 
tbeTrekMtiy    -       -     B4S,16»  60 


This  son  of     -       -       -       - 
is  all  that  is,  in  reality,  left  to  di 
charge  the  balance  of  approprialioi 
fur  the  year   1831,  nhich  muat 
required,  and  vhich  amounts  to 

Leafing  a  balance  of        -        - 


■   $2,081,m  70 


nhich  mast  remain  a  i^arge  upon  the  lareone  ol 
18SS. 

Ftom  the  picTious  part  of  thii  report,  these  three 
conclniioni  are  clearly  deducil>le. 

i''ir«l.  That  the  present  resources  of  the  GoTern. 
mant  are  scarcely  equal  to  the  authorized  and  cariMit 
demands  upon  the  Treasury,  without  operating  upon 
any  part  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt. 

Seeortdit/.  That  the  Treaniry,  after  deducting  the 
deficiencies  for  the  last  year,  the  over  estimate  for  the 
quarter  of  the  year  ending  Slst  of  December,  1831,  the 
amount  of  nnaTailable  Inndi,  end  the  balance  of  sp- 
propriations,  as  above  stated,  which  will  be  required, 
is  in  arrear  ¥3,081,144  TO,  for  the  year  18SI,  which 
Bum  must  be  charged  upon  the  refenues  of  1828. 

Thirdly.  That  the  public  debt  now  antonnta 
993,-lS3,«05  73,  and  will  shorUy  amount  to  99 
433,606  73. 

The  questiDn  comes  fairly  before  the  nation.  What 
disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  publie  debt  T  Shal' 
we  go  on  And  mako  the  eiperimeni,  and  solve  tht 
question  long  agitated  among  poUticianB — is  a  national 
debt  a  cniie  or  a  bleeringi  The  oommittee,  honerer 
■^icitooa  some  may  b«  to  try  the  experiment,  and 


leave  to  the  silent  operations  of  time  the  solDlinu  of 
the  proposition,  are  onanimoualy  of  optnioa  thtt  einj 
cflbrt.  within  the  power  of  ths  Government,  and  whidi 
wonld  not  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  the  iatertsi  of 
the  people,  should  be  made  to  redeem  the  public  <1A 
as  soon  as  possible. 

A  national  debt  creates,  in  the  persons  of  the  itsd- 
holdeis,  a  proud,  haughty  aristacricj,  in  their  mu- 
ner*  extremely  ofiensive,  and  ever  destitute  af  Uul 
kind  of  patriotism  and  love  of  country  that  woald  hc- 
rifice  their  pecuniary  interest  for  that  of  the  nalioi. 
It  creates  a  body  of  man  whose  Intereat  is  ■epsialc 
and  distinct,  and  at  war  with  that  of  Ibe  great  muitf 
the  people,  and  who  have  ao  undue  influence  upon  lbs 
administration  orGaiernment.  The  slock  canlribetts 
nothing  to  the  support  of  Government,  when  etoj 
other  lund  of  prosperity  does.  The  balance  of  the  na- 
tion, u  we  see  by  an  example  in  Great  Bhtaia.lK' 
cone  ibe  slaves,  the  hewers  of  wood,  and  dnnenof 
water,  for  the  ilockboIJ  era.  Already  have  the  peofll 
of  the  United  States  paid  to  the  slockbolden,  od  iIie 
■core  of  interest,  #119,4eS,3M  B4. 

Money  has  been  emphatically  denoiftiinled  the  sio- 
ews  of  war.  A  payment  of  the  piUilie  debt  in  lints  tf 
peaea  is  a  much  better  and  more  pteaaing  preparoliea 
for  war  than  armies,  lbrtificatiatia,'aiHl  navies,  k 
put*  public  credit  upon  a  better  fooling,  and,  in  sm- 
other war,  loans  can  be  more  advantageonaly  oilaiaidi 
In  every  war,  the  nation  may  be  engaged  in— and  M 
exemption  from  that  scourge  of  mankind  ii  not  la  bt 
expected — a  resort  must  be  had  b>  loana.    The  cod- 

7nence  will  be,  that,  if  the  public  debt  is  not  fH 
in  times  of  peace,  and  additions  made  to  it  io  tiiDM 
of  war,  ths  payment  of  the  interest  will  become  so  ilk- 
supportable  burden. 

In  1B16,  a  sinking  fund  was  created  of  ten  qiilUsfii. 
It  is  believed  by  the  committee,  that  unleia  comntrtt 
is  much  more  prosperous  than  can  be  anticipsleil,  Ibll 
with  the  most  rigid  economy  practicable,  comiiUDt 
wilh  keeping  up  [he  necessary  eitablishmeati  olG^r- 
enunent,  end  wilhoul  resorting  to  the  aid  of  ioterptl 
duties  and  taxes,  the  Oovemment  cannot  set  apart  its 
millions  of  her  revenue  on  account  of  the  public  debt, 
and  thai,  instead  often,  eight  millions  will  be  lbs  cl- 
ient; but  whatever  the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fiod 
may  be,  the  some  should  not  be  nominal,  bnt  real,  tut 
held  inviolate,  and  never  touched  for  any  other  pu- 
pose.  The  people  would  thereby  have  certain  >ail' 
ranees,  that  the  national  debt  would  be  disckirjtd 
within  a  given  lime.  The  full  operation  of  a  einkiaf  | 
fllnd  gf  eight  millions,  would  redeem  the  public  d'l*  ' 
in  1843,  by  eitingnishing  first  the  six  per  cent,  itoct 
until  the  seven  shall  become  reimbursable,  and  ibro 
operate  upon  the  stock  bearing  ihe  highest  initml 
filM,  computing  the  three  per  cent,  stock  at  two-thiidi 
the  nominal  amount.  In  thia  estimate,  tbe.siod 
which  will  be  created  on  account  of  the  purchaM  of 
Florida  is  included,  and  the  stock  due  the  Bank  ordu 
United  Stales  eiclnded,  because  the  stock  whicb  the 
Government  has  in  Bank,  will  always  be  equal  Io  die 
like  amount  of  five  per  cent  stock  due  the  Bank. 

From  the  facts  exhibited  in  this  report,  and  the  cni- 
duaions  deduced  Iherefrom  by  Ihe  coumitlee.  ditss 
questions  necessarily  occur : 

First,  hai  the  Gorenment  the  means  of  creslisg 
and  keeping  up  a  sinking  fund  of  eight  w  (en  mii- 
tiooa  ;  and  if  she  has,  what  are  those  means  ? 

Some  politicians  have  supposed  that,  at  the  end  of 
•aeh  fiscal  year,  there  will  be  an  unexpended  balaan 

Digitized  byGOOgIC 


HISTORY  OF  C05GRBBS. 


1568 


ApmI^  If 


RanuHmtttt  of  EapMdiiureM. 


H.  M  R. 


I  i*lu^  will  b*  rtqnind  id  the  jtn 
,  >Dd  that  tha  msa  will  aTerage  rrnn  jeu 
M  ;««T,  one  million  and  a  half  of  doUan ;  thtt  the 
Gmanuunt  can  coaiidar  that  >am  u  ■  back  would 
her  depiMitw,  and  earrf  tha  rame  (a  tha  credit  of  Got- 
eiDiDCDt  for  the  niecMdiDK  year.  The  amount  of  un- 
npeoded  balances  which  will  be  required  to  meet  the 
ijbject  of  appTOpriationi,  depenili  to  mtich  upoD  an- 
tireieea  event*,  and  eontiDgeticiee,  (lome  jean  the 
■ppropriatioDa  are  deficient,  other  jean,  when  the 
doTemmanthaaafullTreasuT?,  and  appropriates  liber- 
allj,  the  hataoce  may  be  eonciderabte,)  aa,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  to  render  that  turn  loo  untKft 
and  precarioni  to  be  calenlated  upon. 

The  meani  within  the  control  of  GoTernmaot  ire 
not  tempont;  loan*,  m  a  late  ■bort-ijghted  policj  •eem* 
ID  indicate,  bnt  thaj  are,  firet,  a  new  modification  of 
the  tariff  of  dntia* ;  lecondlj,  retrenehment  ill  the  ei- 
penditnre  of  Govemment;  thifdl;,  internal,  diract, 
md  indiraet  taxation. 

In  relBtioD  to  tha  fiiM  qneition  propMed,  the  com- 
mittee decline  going  into  the  qnaition  with  any  other 
Ttew  than  that  of  reranne ;  they  do  belieTe  that  an  ad- 
ditioaal  datj  npon  woollen  mBnnfactnTW,  and  that  a 
dimination  of  the  datie*  dread;  impoaed  upon  article*, 
particolarl;  cotton,  imported  ftorn  ooantnea  bejwnd 
tha  Cap*  of  Good  Hopa,  woaM  in  wan*  the  cnitem* ; 
baide*,  ahoald  the  wbrie  tariff  b«  ra*iaed  with  no  Dlhei 
new  than  thst  of  ravense,  ibej  ham  no  doabt  bat  that 
the  aame  oonld  he  made  Bneh  mote  prodaetive.     A*  it 


claim  all  mtrnlion  of  cntting  down  and  deitrojioc  an; 
one  oeefal  or  neeaaMiy  eitabliahment  of  GoreinmMU  ; 
but,  at  the  lame  lime  that  thej  make  thie  dedantion, 
the;  have  no  heritation  in  rajing  that,  (rom  the  best 
inveitigalion  the;  can  give  tbe  eubject,  tlut  lacfa  re- 
trenchmeDl*  can  be  made  in  public  expendilurca  ai 
will  nve  to  the  Treaauiy,  annual!;,  near  two  million* 
of  dollan,  and  not  impair  or  weaken  an<r  of  the  per- 
naoent  eatabliahmantiof  theGoicrBmeiit',  but,  on  the 
eonlrar;,  giie  it  renewed  health  and  ligai,  like  catting 
awa;  tha  daad  limber  Uma  •  loreat  of  young  tree*.  If 
there  be  one  lealnra  in  the  adminiUration  of  tha  difler- 
eot  QoTCTDmentt  of  Ibe  earth  more  nnilbrm,  more 
iJike,  and  more  inTelante  than  an;  other,  it  i*  the 
canttnaed  diapoaitien  to  iocreaaa  the  ezpenaea  of  Oot- 
emment,  and  an  unwillingneu  to  retrench;  the  canie 
ia  abnaaa;  those  in  power  are  diunclined  to  part  with 
any  of  the  emolumsnt*  of  office.  Even  *hould  not 
much  be  saved  bj  eS>rta  towanja  retrenchineiit,  jm  a 
check  to  the  preaent  disposition  of  Government  to  in- 
cieaae  the  eipenditare*  thereof,  is  gaining  a  great 
point.  Fibiaa,  the  Roman  Dictator,  and  Washington, 
both  thought,  and  so  did  their  countries,  that  to  pre- 
lent  the  enemy  from  gaining  a  victory,  was  to  obtain 
one  themaelves. 

The  coniinittee,  in  ibia  report,  decline  going  into  tha 
•«Teral  •nbjecta  of  the  retrenchment  which  they  in- 
tend w  propoie  ;  becaose  each  distinct  subject  will  foroi 
the  baai*  of  a  separate  report  and  bill. 

The  third  aabject  proptMed  in  Ibia  inqairy,  ai  funning 
a  part  of  tlte  way*  and  meana  of  OoTemment,  is  a  le- 
wrt  to  a  system  of  intnual,  direct,  and  indirect  tsxa- 
lioo  ;  thia  mode  of  raiiing  and  callecting  a  revenne  ia 
at  all  limBB  to  ha  avoided  by  Government,  unless  the 
moat  imparlooa  naeeaaity  requires  it — sn^  as 
when  tbe  other  riaonrees  of  Oovarament  are  to  a  great 
esieat  cut  ^     In  the  imponiioa  of  inlemtl  direet 


taxes,  only  such  objsets  can  he  seleettd  aa  are  viaible, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  tangible;  it  consequently  Mis 
prinopally  upon  the  agiicnlinnii  part  of  tbe  ooantry, 
and  the  great  moneyed  eapitahata  escape  ita  operation- 
Owing  to  that  dense  in  dta  Conatitntion,  which  eom- 
peb  (yongnas  to  apportion  dirsot  taxes  according  to 
the  rqweaentation,  it  hits  aneqtMlty  upon  the  dilfiMnl 
Stales,  some  paying  tbtea  time*  aa  mneb  upon  the 
hundred  doUvs  as  others ;  anin,  the  cdleetion  of  that 
bind  of  revenne  it  odions  and  oppressive,  bacauat  there 
ia  no  choice  left  to  the  people,  whether  diey  h«ve  the 

It  ot  payment  or  not,  as  (here  lain  thednty  col- 

d  ft«ni  the  consomptton  of  goods;  and  natbLig  ii 
ineotiof  10  the  feehnga  of  a  man  as  to  have,  or 
I  to  have,  the  right  to  elect  iriietbar  he  will  pay 

Tha  very  ctdlectiaD  of  that  kind  of  rcTeuue  ia  vai- 
■tiota  in  its  oparatiMi,  by  intvoteeiog  iota  the  dootaatic 
man  tha  rude  and  not  anfraqneotly  frsodaleU 
tax-galherer ;  nuneover,  ialamal  taxation  is  tbe  only 
source  left  to  the  Stataa  to  aappart  their  TespeBtive 
goTcmmant*,  and,  eommon  jaslioa  towwda  tham  far- 
.  to  this  kind  ofiavanDa,  until  avsiy  other 
faU;  basidta,  two  sets  at  tax-gatherers  at 
the  soma  lime  coUectiag  from  the  pc^a,  randeis  it  dift- 
ciill  bi  them  to  know  bow  miMh  they  owe  to  aadi 
government,  and  greatly  ineieaaas  the  facilities  which 
tha  coUectors  of  the  revenue  too  frequently  avail  tbe«- 
salvaa  of,  to  pnetise  bmod*  and  Inpoaitiani  in  thak 
eellectiont.  Anotltar  leaaow,  which  baa  great  weight 
with  the  Gommittea,  is,  timt  it  costs  the  solvent  nan 
mora  td  gat  his  contribution  in  that  way  into  the  pnb- 
tia  Tressory  than  any  odier  made  of  eolleatiBg  a  rov- 
enoe  ever  resorted  to  by  (he  United  Statesb  From  aa 
inquiry  at  the  Treasory  Dapartment,  it  is  aaoartaitMd 
that  the  gross  amount  of  the  directtax,  sioaathafam- 
ation  of  ibeQeveraaiaat,U  •14,0S9,nT  SO;  tbepay- 
mentt  into  the  Tietsnry  limn  the  same  aiMroa,  is 
$IS,6&6,B13  Ml  from  which  dednct  9672,616  37  fbr 
tbs  eipenaet  of  collection,  which  laivet  a  balance  of 
#11,9&4,S97  S3i  thia  result  thowa  that,  from  former 
be  man  who  did  pay  «14  78 
for  each  $100  that  reached  the  Treasury.  The  groaa 
amount  of  internal  daiiea  for  the  tame  period  is  SU,- 
010,720  43;  the  amount  received  frem  the  samsaourcea 
■  $31,957,061  U)  the  expenses  of  coUaetion  tS,106r 
IIT  78,  which,  deducted  from  the  amount  raoeived, 
eavee  9lB,efil,743  16— tha  par  esnL  is  tK  61.  The 
Lbove  calculations  include  iasolreocies  of  indiiidaali, 
deblcatioos  of  officers,  and  all  the  expense*  of  colleo- 

It  ia  probable  that  some  of  iha  ontatanding  debts  and 
dueamsyyct  be  collected,  but  it  isbdieved  theanoont 
will  be  trifling. 

The  grots  amount  of  cuatoma  lor  the  aame  period 
it  #44)4,633,179  11;  the  expenses  of  collection  ara 
914,966,853  07 ;  making  98  BO  upon  each  hundred 
dollan.  In  1819,  an  estimate  was  made  of  (he  amount 
of  revenue  bands  due,  and  the  whole  amount  was 
equal  to  forty-five  cenia  npon  the  hundred  dollars  of 
the  gross  amount  of  the  etlttaaii,  the  greater  pact  of 
which  bonds  are  contidered  recoverable;  since  1819, 
the  revenne  bonds  dne  and  unpaid,  have  not  increased 
in  a  greater  proportion. 

Tha  foregoing  considerationa  induce  the  eommittee 
to  believe,  Ihat  it  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic  to 
resort  to  Uie  ways  and  means  of  internal  duties  s    ' 
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Tba  cDDHniUM  cannot,  in  juHice 
«i>nclad«  ibia  npoTi  viUloal  bringing  lo  ths  ntti  of 
Uw  HooM  lh«  former  op«r>tiani  of  thii  Goierninent 
under  the  Administration  of  Prefidanti  Jefienoo  and 
Hidiwn,  In  ISOl.  «t  tha  commenceioent  of  Mr. 
Jeffiraoa'a  Adminiatration,  tbe  public  debt  waa  98S,- 
038,OSO  BO ;  tha  whole  amoant  of  reienna  for  tfait 
ireer  waa  913,846,630  BS,  anil  from  that  period  up  lo 
tbe  year  1613,  iDcloaite,  $4S,SM,67G,  01,  of  tbe  prin- 
dpal  of  tba  public  debt  waa  redeeniBd  withoot  reaort- 
ing  (0  interoal,  direct,  or  indirvct  taxation,  and  wilb 
a  commerce  embanaaaed  and  lianimelled  bj  cmbar- 
Koe*,  mtrictiona,  and  non-intaiaonrae ;  French  Berlin, 
and  Milan  decreea,  and  Britiib  orden  in  council;  and 
at  tha  aame  time  detiring  little  or  no  aid  from  tbe  aale 
of  public  lands,  and  a  vei;  ineonaiderabla  anm  from 
ioana,  except  the  loan  of  1812,  which  waa  obtained 
to  enable  tbe  Gorernment  to  piicpare  for  war.  It  baa 
been  aaid  bj  aome,  thai  the  OoTeTuineiit  can,  without 
an;  material  alteration  in  berpreaentwajaand  meana, 
loeat  bar  carrent  expenaea  aa  now  authoriiad  bj  law, 
and,  within  a  period  not  very  remote,  paj  off  the  na- 
lioDal  debt;  to  aapport  tbia  pontion  a  referenca  ia 
made  to  the  amount  paid  aince  tha  war ;  the  public 
debt  in  leiB,  waa  9133,063,783  63,  which  ia  the 
higbeat  point  to  which  it  ever  arriied;  at  tbe  aame 
time  there  night  be  a  floating  dabt,  such  aa  airearagaa 
due  the  Armj,  Ac  The  reaaon  of  tbia  operation 
upon  tbe  national  debt  ia  obiioua;  the  OoTernment 
bad  at  that  time  eitraordinar;  means;  the  proceeda 
of  tha  war  taxea  and  dutiea ;  alao,  an  uneipended 
balance  of  tbe  Ioana  of  18IC  and  161G;  tha  e'iceisive 
importations  immedtatelj'  after  the  war,  made  tbe  re- 
ceipts of  the  Ti 
t88,000,000,  wl 
936,000,000. 

In  concluaion,  the  committee  submit  lo  the  House 
tbe  following  resolutions: 

Raolted,  That  the  policy  of  resorting  to  loam,  for 
the  aupport  of  OoTernment  in  times  of  peace,  ia  un- 
wise and  ineipedient. 

Rt*oived,  That  this  Gorernment  owes  it  to  tha 
people  to  take  efficient  meaanrea  for  ths  redamption  of 
Iba  public  debL 

Retolved,  That  the  reaourcea  of  tbia  nation  are  auch 
aa  to  render  unneceaaarj  a  resort  to  a  sjstam  of  inter- 
nal, direct,  and  indirect  taxation. 

Raolvei,  That  tbia  GoTcrnment  ought  to  adopt 
such  a  ayilem  of  retrenchment  as  will  dispenae  with 
BBclfaa  expenditures,  and  bring  the  paj  and  salaries 
of  the  officers  of  Gotemment  to  what  Ibey  were  dur- 
ing tbe  Administration  of  former  Presidenta. 

Remlvtd,  That  tbe  tariff  ought  to  be  new  modified 
with  a  *iew  to  rsTsnue. 


Mr.  Caubbeleno  «aid  he  thought  the  merit  of 
the  report  would  justiff  the  priating  of  at)  eitra- 
ordinar]'  number  of  copies ;  uad  he  therefore 
mored  that  a  thousaDd  extra  copies  be  printed. 
[Two  thousand  were  morcd  for  bjr  another  mem- 
ber.] 

Mr.  McDuFFiE  said  he  did  not  know  why  an 
ezlTaordinary  number  of  copies  of  (his  report 
should  be  printed.  It  wa.'i,  m  the  first  place,  a 
report  made  by  a  committee  not  authorized  to 
nwke  it.     A  committee  is  appointed  to  inquire 


what  eipenditures  of  the  GoTemment  are  loicep- 
tible  of  a  retrenchment;  this  committee  trem- 
cenda  ita  power,  goes  into  the  business  ptoper  lo 


tbe  House  a  report  v 
and  now  the  House  is  asked  to  print  two  ihousand 
extra  copies  of  it.     Mr.  McD.  professed  ihii  bt   | 
could  not  understand  this  matter.    Why  is  iithtl,  I 
at  this  time  of  the  session,  this  report  is  broughiin   I 
upon  the  House  bv  a  committee  whose  busioea 
it  is  not  to  undertake  such  an  iuTestigaiioD  1  ai»d 
why  are  extra  copies  of  it  to  be  printed  1    Hesaid 
he  would  not  now  go  into  an  examination  wiib 
a  view  to  show  all  the  fallacies  of  the  report ;  btil 
be  would  show  how  tbe  committee,  in  one  item.  , 
OTerlooked  a  million  of  dollars.     It  was  in  this:   > 
that  the  committee  had  omitted  all  notice  of  i  I 
late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
which  be  states  that  the  revenue  from  imjwsti  fw 
the  present  year  will  be  one  million  of  dollus 
more  than  be  had  previously  estimated  it  at.   Mi. 
McD.  trusted  that,  seeing  the  committee  had  irau- 
cended  itsauthority,Bnamisstated  facts, the Hoiut 
would  not  consent  to  print  the  extra  numbei  of 
copies  of  the  report  as  proposed. 

Mr.  Habdin  said  he  cared  not  bow  many  copte  ' 
of  the  report,  nor  whether  any,  were  ordereii  lo 
be  printed.  But  the  committee  had  not  traDscnd- 
ed  Its  province,  as  charged  upon  it.  Tbe  objeci 
for  which  this  committee  waa  raised  was  loin- 
quire  whether  or  not  it  was  proper  to  retrench  ik 


can  it  be  ascertained  what  retrench  ni en t  is  neies-  ; 
sary,  unless  a  fair  and  impartial  view  be  taken  ai 
the  resources  of  the  country — of  the  demands  upon 
the  Treasury,  and  of  the  sums  properly  chargeaU; 
upon  it  1  These,  it  struck  the  committee,  vne 
necessary  and  preliminary  inquiries.  Whetket 
any  part  of  the  report  was  false  or  not,  Mr.  H. 
would  not  say  with  the  same  positiveness  is  h*i 
been  shown  in  the  assertion  of  the  gen  llerosu  from 
South  Carolina  ;  but,  as  one  of  the  conunitiee,  hr 
could  say  that  the  committee  who  made  the  i^ 
port  had  anxiously  labored  to  present  a  fair  and 
impartial  view  of  the  revenue ;  and  he  had  in  Ki) 
hand  documents  which,  he  believed,  would  pron 
every  jot  and  tittle  of  that  report.  It  was  aM 
staled  in  the  report,  he  said,  what  the  amouDtof 
debenlures  would  be ;  but  a  view  was  taken  of 
tbe  amount  of  imports  for  successive  years,  am 
from  which  an  inference  was  drawn  that  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  excessive  importations  in  1S21 
was  intended   for  re-exportation;  and  befatcllii^ 

—     L I    ,    ..    inquirv  was  made  froDi 

jry  whether  the  deben- 
tures would  exceed  tbe  calculation  for  the  pt»«ii< 
year  or  not.  To  this  the  Secretary  replied,  ihal 
no  certain  answer  could  be  given  lo  the  quesiboi 
but  that,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  the  com- 
millee  might  say  that  the  amount  of  debenture 
would  exceed  what  bad  been  calculated.    If  any 

En  of  the  report  should  be  incorrect,  Mr.  H.  titi 
should  at  all  times  be  ready,  and  itwouldaffdrd 
him  pleasure,  to  correct  it  But  he  held  it  to  br 
tbe  mdispensable  duty  of  this  House  lo  tell  the 
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nation  how  its  finances  atand.  The  fact  is,  said 
Mr.  H.,  we  have  added  to  the  nationa!  debt,  since 
1820,  upwards  of  four  millions  of  doltarH;  and, 
eten  with  the  aid  of  a  loan  of  five  millions,  tbe 
deficiency  of  the  revenue  for  ibe  year  1821  will 
prove  to  nave  been  about  two  millions  of  dollars, 
which  must  be  charged  upon  the  revrnue  for  1633. 
To  refuse  to  print  the  number  of  copies  of  this  re- 
port, as  moved  for,  on  the  ^ound  that  the  state- 
ments in  the  report  ate  false,  before  any  inquiry 
was  made  oo  thai  head,  would  be  treating  tbe 
Mimmittee  with  a  disrespect  and  contempt  which 
this  House  bad  thrown  on  no  eomcnillee,  though 
DO  other  committee  conld  have  been  more  anxious 
to  discharge  fatthfutlv  the  duties  imposed  on  them ; 
m  doing  which  ihey  nad  encountered  great  labor. 

Tbe  question  having  been  taken  on  laying  the 
report  on  the  table,  ts  moved,  and  afterwards  on 
prinCing  the  usual  number  of  the  report  (one  for 
each  member,  &.C.)  and  agreed  to,  and  the  question 
teeurrinc  on  printing  an  extra  number — 

Mr.  Van  WrcK  said,  as  this  appeared  to  bim 
10  be  as  &ir  and  candid  an  expose  of  the  situation 
of  our  country  as  had  been  laid  before  Congress 
at  the  present  session,  he  moved  that  five  thousand 
extra  copies  be  printed. 

Mr.  Balowin  said  it  was  very  unusual  to  have 
a  discussion  of  tbe  merits  of  a  report  when  first 
presented  to  tbe  House,  and  he  was  surprised  at 
the  subject  being  now  debated.  This  report,  he 
said,  had  been  drawn  up  with  great  pains,  and  no 
doubt  according  to  the  best  judgment  of  tbe  com- 
mittee. It  certainly  contained  a  great  deal  of 
useful  information,  which  ought  to  go  forth  to  the 
people.  Documents  of  this  Bind  were  little  read 
or  understood  by  being  published  in  scraps  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  country ;  and  the  monev  of  tba 
country  was,  he  thought,  well  laid  out  that  was 
tpeut  in  the  circulation  of  documents  like  this. 
He  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the  printing,  dec. 

Mr.  McDoFFiE  said  he  did  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  being  opposed  lo  the  printing  of  this 
report;  because,  until  it  was  printed  and  fairly 
before  the  House,  all  Its  fallacies  could  not  be  ex- 
posed. But  he  was  unwilling  to  print  it  for  diffu- 
sion among  tbe  people,  until  it  was  examined  and 
a&certaineil  to  be  worthy  of  being  so  diffused.  To 
show  that  it  was  not  thus  woitny,  he  referred  to 
one  particular  feature  in  the  estimate,  contained 
in  the  report,  of  tbe  wnys  and  means  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  The  gentleman  slated  that  he  had  it 
froca  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the 
amount  of  the  debentures  will  be  increased  for  the 
nexi  year.  This^  Mr.  McD.  said,  was  very  extraor- 
dinary ;  for  be  himself  bad  it  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  that 
the  revenue  from  imports  for  the  present  year  will 
Exce«d  the  estimate  by  a  million  of  dollars.  [Mr. 
Hardii*  here  briefly  explained.  Mr.  McDcffib 
would  have  gone  on  further  in  debate,  but  the 
Speaker  declared  debate  on  the  principle  of  the 
report  not  to  be  in  order,  on  this  mcidenial  ques- 
tioa.J  Mr.  McDcfhe  concluded  by  saying  that, 
on  this  point  at  least,  tbe  report  was  directly  in  the 
face  of  the  documents  an  the  table,  and  of  the  oral 
itatemeot  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry. 


Mr.  Cook  said  he  was  decidedly  oi>posed  to 

Kinting  an  extraordinary  number  of  this  report. 
e  thought  that  when  a  document  of  this  sort 
was  presented  lo  this  House  for  its  special  pat- 
ronage, to  so  through  the  country  in  extraordinary 
numbers,  the  House  should  be  satisfied  that  the 
report  was  such  an  one  as  to  deserve  its  special 
approbation.  He  did  not  say  whether  this  was 
such  a  report  I  but  this  he  would  sav,  that  the 
doctrine  in  ibis  report  applicable  lo  ine  Western 
country — that  which  applies  to  the  policy  of  bring- 
ing the  public  lands  into  market,  was  one  which 
the  whole  Western  country  woold  revolt  at  and 
reject.  Mr.  C.  was  going  on,  but  was  stopped  by 
the  Speaker  in  the  range  of  bis  remarks. 

Mr.  Whiort  opposed  the  publication  of  more 
than  tbe  usual  number  of  copies  of  the  report.  He 
was  not  at  this  time  prepared  to  decide  on  the 
merits  of  the  report ;  but  sure  he  was  of  this — that 
it  was  an  improper  mode  of  proceeding  for  com- 
mittees, in  reports  to  this  House,  to  report  to  it  tbe 
opinions  of  cfficers  of  this  Government  instead  of 
their  own.  Such  a  practice  would  lead  to  colli- 
sions between  this  House  and  tbe  departments, 
Ac.  On  the  general  subiectot  retrenchment,  Mr. 
W.  said  he  was  as  much  devoted  as  any  one  to 
such  a  reduction  of  expenses  as  was  consistent 
with  sound  policy — that  is,  lo  a  just  economy, 
though  he  had  no  idea  of  parsimony  being  mis- 
taken for  it. 

Mr.  MiTCHELu  opposed  the  motion  under  con- 
sideration. Many  members  bad  not  heard  the 
whole  of  the  report,  as  read.  He  confessed,  for 
one,  that  he  was  not  master  of  the  principles  of 
that  report.  He  did  not  know  thai  the  policy 
therein  proposed  would  be  agreeable  to  the  House 
or  to  the  nation.  If  five  thousand  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  of  it,  tbe  report  would  go 
forth  as  tbe  act  of  tbe  House.  But  it  is  not  lo ; 
it  is  the  report  of  a  committee  only,  tbe  principles 
of  which  are  not  so  clear  as  to  receive  unanimous 
assent.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  this 
document  was  fallacious  or  not;  he  professed  to 
know  very  little  of  it — and  for  that  reason  was 
opposed  to  printing  more  than  the  usual  number 

of  It. 

Mr.  GiLMEn  asked  whether  gentlemen,  in  op- 
posing the  motion  now  before  the  House,  acted  in 
consistency  with  their  own  conduct  on  former 
occasions?  Did  not  the  House  recollect  that  five 
thousand  copies  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  of 
the  late  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, as  soon  as  it  was  made^  and  a  like  number 
of  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  of  Commerce? 
The  subject  of  the  present  report,  he  said,  was  one 
of  equal  importance;  and  the  practice  of  the 
House,  as  far  as  he  bad  observed  it,  had  uniformly 
been  to  order  papers  lo  be  printed  when  presentea, 
and  without  the  formality  of  a  previous  critical 
of  their  contents.     The  subject  of 


the  report,  he  said, 
politicians  of  this  eo 
the  people,  as  well 
formation  upon  it. 

Mr.  CocEE  and  Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Virginia,  both 
rose  to  address  tbe  House  on  the  subj^t;  bat  the 


which  is  to  divide  the 
and  he  therefore  wished 
House,  to  have  full  in- 
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Speaker  aDDoaneed  that  the  hout  allatted  for  the 
consideration  of  original  motions  had  expired) 
and  ibe  Hook  proceeded  (o  other  bosiaess. 
HORSES  LOST  IN  8EUIN0LE  WAR. 

The  UDfinished  baainess  of  Saturda]^  was  re- 
sumed, (relatire  to  the  compeDsaiion  lor  hortes 
lost  in  the  Semiooie  campaign,)  and  the  queiiion 
recurred,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  proof  of  such  loss  that  should  be  re- 
quired. 

Afteta  few  remarks  by  Mr.  Cahnoh,  in  opposi- 
tion lo  the  Hmendment,  the  question  was  taken 
thereon  and  carried — yeas  67,  nays  56. 

Mr.  GiLMSR  moved  a  iurther  ameadmenc,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  extend  the  prorisions  of 
the  bill  to  all  persons  other  than  the  officers  and 
volan  leers  of  Tei 


the  Amendment,  by  furUier  extending  the  prari- 
sions  of  the  bill  to  the  latewar  with  Qreat  Britain, 
&a  well  as  the  Seminole  war. 

Mr.  ViNDE  thought  all  the  honws  lost  in  the 
late  war  had  becu  alreadypaid  for,  and  he  was  not 
dn^KMed  to  have  this  bill  trammeled  by  Miperfln- 
ous  provisions. 


Mr.  Jackbok  replied,  that  he  thought  the  bill 
ought  to  be  general  and  uniform  in  its  operation, 
and,  in  point  of  fact,  he  believed  there  were  horsee 


lost  at  Fort  Meigs,  for  which  no  iodemuifii 
bad  been  made. 

Mr.  Jackson's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  Cajiiion  moved  to  strike  out  of  Mr.  Gil- 
he  k's  amendment  the  words  "  impressment  or," 
so  as  to  limit  the  payment  to  such  horses,  &c.,  as 
had  been  obtained  by  the  United  Slates  on  con- 
tracL 

Mr.  McCov  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
and  generally  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Canmok  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
contended  that  the  bill  was  not  restricted  to  the 
citizens  of  Tennessee,  but  applied  to  all  who  had 
sustained  loss  of  their  horses  in  the  Seminole  war, 
without  regard  to  their  reaidoice. 

Mr.  GiLHEB  made  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
his  amendment,  and  Mr.  Tatmall  also  expressed 
his  ■eniimenis  in  favor  of  its  adoption ;  wii«n 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  ameudmeDt  was 


t: 


ved. 


r.  GiLKEK  moved  an  amendmoit  of  the  first 
aeclioo,  the  purportof  which  was  so  to  modify  ibe 
same  as  to  ctHiane  the  payment  to  thecase  of  such 
homes  as  were  killed  in  action,  or  were  unavoida- 
bly abandoned  and  lost. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  bv  MesMs.  F. 
JoMse,  MooBE,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Canmcm, 
and  advocated  by  the  mover  and  Mr.  Tatnall; 
wtien  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion 
seaativ«d. 

Mr.  Retd,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  lo  the  select  committee  that  reported  the  same; 
with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  extend  the 

Srovisions    thereof  to  all  persons,    of  whatever 
tate,  who  lost  horses  in  the  Seminole  cam- 
paign. 


The  motion  was  supported  tQ^  Mr.  REii>,iiid 
opposed  by  Mr.  F.' Jones,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Cakhon  moved  an  amendment  sou  ion- 
tend  the  bill  to  "  cavalry  and  other  persons "  wba 
lost  horses,  &e. — which  motion  was  carried. 

Mr.  GiLHEB  moved  to  amend  the  second  sec- 
tion by  extending  the  proposed  indemniiy  lo 
wagons  and  other  catriages  which  were  loslai 
destroyed  in  the  Seminole  campaign;  bat  ihe 
amewunent  was  loat. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  ordering  iIk 
bill  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  McCoT  called  for  the  yeas  and  najrs,  wbick 
were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  Cannon  and  Mr.  Nel80k,  of  Virfinii, 
made  a  few  observations  in  ftvor  of  the  biH. 

Mr.  Wbitman  moved  to  strike  out  thii  pan  d 
the  bill  which  proposes  paymeat  for  such  bona 
as  escaped  &om  toe  owner  and  were  lost— «ii 
the  ground  ttwl  that  was  one  of  the  ordioarr  "^ 
likat  was  covered  by  tbcptr  tUeti  allowaoee.  Tb<  I 
question  being  taken  Iheieon,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Rbid  made  a  few  additional  remarks,  till- 
ing that  be  should  vote  for  tlie  bill,  althou^  it 
did  not  think  it  sufficiently  broad  to  include  tS 
eases  that  justice  required. 

The  question  of  engTossment  was  then  tskeo 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  <Mcided  in  the  affirmative- 
yeas  SS,  nays  49,  as  follows : 

YiAS— MeasTs.  Allsn  of  TennoHe,  Arcfaa,  BM 
win,  Ball,  Birbar  of  Ohio,  Bsy^a^  Blsekkdp,  Bliit, 
BiMkeDridge,  Brown,  BachanaD,  Cambnlang,  Cssf 
ball  of  N.  York,  Cuiaoa,  Cassady,  Chamban,  Cwte, 
Coaoer,  Cook,  Darlington.  Dorfte,  Dnigbt.  Gaili*> 
Fsrrelly,  Fiodlay,  Floyd,  Oisl.  Oorbsm,  GroM.BiwU 
Hamplull,  HenJrieks,  Uerrick,  Hooka,  Js<:kiaB,  T. 
JotuuDn,  J.  T.  Johnaon,  Jonea  of  Tenoesaaa,  K«^ 
Lcftnieh,  Long,  McCarty,  McNcUJ.  McSburj,  Moot- 
goiiiei7,  HtMira  of  Peanaj'lTanis,  Moor*  of  AltbuUi 
Morgan,  Murray,  Natle,  Nclaun  of  MaaauhaKlli, 
Nelaon  ol  Virginia,  New,  Newton,  OTcritrrat, Fkm- 
aon  of  New  York,  Palteraao  of  Fennaylvanis,  Pbilllp^ 
Picnon,  Poinaett,  Ruikin,  Rrad  of  Masaschugcut, 
Reid  of  Goorgia,  Rhea,  Rogara,  Roas,  Ragglca.  Sip- 
den,  BawysT,  Scott,  Sloan,  Alaiandcr  Smjtb,  Spts- 
car,  SMiliog  of  N.  York,  StevciMon,  Tatnsll,  nmiif 
mm.  Tod,  Tacker  of  Sou^  Caralioa,  Vance,  Vu 
Rauwiaer,  Walkw,  Walworth,  Warfidd,  Wbilnn. 
WaMkock,  Wmdaan,  and  Wonun— «9. 

IfAva-^Waaan.  Alaiander,  Alkn  of  MMachnarHi. 
Barter  af  CouDaclical,  Bat«mao,  Bayly,  Condid. 
Conhling,  CralU,  Cmdop,  Cuthbert,  Eddy,  Edni4i 
of  ConneelioBi,  Edwarda  of  Narth  Caraliaa,  Fnlltii 
Gilmer.Hall,  Uaedin.Hill,  Bobsn,  Lathrop.Utehdtld. 
Ul;t]c,La«ndaa,  McCoy,  McDoffia.UaiMn,  UiOetki. 
Mcron,  Metcatfa,  Hilnor,  Mitdiali  of  FaDnayhuia- 
Moore  of  ViigiaU,  Planar  of  New  Hampabirc,  Bicb. 
Rochaalar,  Roaa,  Arthur  Smith,  Slmliag  of  Cmiiu^ 
ticat,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Van  Wjck, 
Whipple,  White,  Williams  of  North  Carolini.  Wil- 
liama  of  Viigioia,  WilUanuKio,  Wilaon,  Waod-49. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 


Mr.  Baldwin  moved  that  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him  in  relation  to  the  tariff  be  oowuka 
into  eoiLsideratiun;  and  the  question  being  tako 
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H.  or  R. 


thereon,  it  wks  decided  io  the  n^atire — Bfea  5B, 
Does  70. 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Houae  then  resolved  itwlf  into  it  Commit- 
lee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  Uaton. 

Mr.  EusTia  moved  thai  the  CoDimiiiee  take 
mio  consideratioQ  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  act 
Io  reduce  and  fii  the  Military  Peace  Establiah- 
ment ;  which  was  agreed  to — ayea  69. 

Mr.  Tatnall  rose  an^  remarked,  thai  he  was 
about  moTJDg  to  strike  out  (with  the  eicention  of 
tbe  maetiog  clause,)  the  whole  of  the  four  first  sec 
lions  of  the  bill.*  He  had  erabreued  these  sec- 
tioDsiathismotiaD,Bslheyw£re  essentially  blended 
tt^etber,  and  could  only  be  fully  couiidered  by 
being  taken  up  together.  His  object  in  moving 
to  strike  onl  these  sections,  wtia  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Committee  upon  the  bill.  This  bill,  said  Mr. 
T.,  which  is  now  presented  to  the  conaideralion 
of  ibe  Committee,  has  in  view  the  most  material 
alteration,  nay,  the  almost  total  subversion  of  the 
present  omnization  of  the  Army.  I  trust,  sit, 
nid  Mr.  T..  that,  notwithstanding  the  prejudices 
that  bave  neretofore  prevailed  m  this  country 
against  the  regular  Army,  its  well  sustained  repu- 
tation, and  its  vaxt  importance  during  the  late 
war,  have  made  il,  as  it  ought  to  be,  an  object  of 
less  suspicion  and  higher  estimation.    He  hoped 

*  71m  aMIioaf  an  in  th«  lUtowing  words  : 

That,  from  and  alUr  tha day  of next,  in 

UsD  of  ana  Mijoi  Gananl  nith  two  >)d(-dg-(iam[),  two 
Brigadier  Generili  with  ona  lid-de-CBinii  aacb,  one 
AdJDtanl  Gcntral,  two  loapcclon  Gancral  and  on* 
Suigaon  Gtoenl,  thsia  ihtlt  be  one  Brigadier  Gtneral 
with  one  aid-de-camp,  to  be  taken  frana  the  •aballerni 
of  the  Armj. 

8sc.  L  And  be  il  further  enaeted.  That  the  Brig- 
adier General,  when  not  aulgned  Io  other  du'y,  ahall 
haTe-  <AaTCe  af  the  office  of  orden  and  inipeclion, 
which  ihdl  be  attached  u  tbe  War  DepartmeDl ;  and 
that  he  be  allowed,  with  the  approbatUD  of  the  Sec- 
ntary  of  War,  to  detail,  for  temporary  aerriee  in  the 
iwa.  BO  many  ofiioers  of  the  line  of  the  Amy,  ai  may 
\»  neeeaaaty  for  the  diacharge  of  the  dnliea  of  that 
ettee ;  aad.  alao,  W  datail  one  aaTgaon,  oi  one  aaaii- 
taat  aaTpaan,  br  daty  in  the  aaid  office,  and  tbai  an 
ailditiaBBJ  anitaoa  be  appoiatad  if  necgaaaiy. 

Bac  3.  Jmd  b«  it  frnthv  emmtitil.  That  the  requi- 
aila  iBepactioas  ia  all  the  arm*  and  depaitoMnIa  of 
■erviee,  incladiog  the  onbuuue,  shall  be  pariiHnHd  by 
field  officers  of  regimmta  and  corpe,  in  distiieu,  and 
in  retalion,  io  order  thai  the  aaina  offieara  shall  not 
ioipeet  the  aame  poat  twice  in  ancceaaton  :  Provided, 
That  coannanden  of  regimenla  and  corpa,  and  the 
aenior  officer  of  all  aeparate  commind*,  aa  far  as  it 
Biay  be  fbond  cdnTonient,  aball  eorreipond  with,  and 
receive  ordara  from,  the  Department  of  War,  through 
itae  miKtaiy  inspection  office  attached  to  the  aame, 
excepting  andi  parts  of  the  Amry  si  may  be  nnited  in 
brge  bodies. 

Bic  *.  And  be  it  farther  enteltd.  That  ti)e  Quar- 

tenaaatar  General,  after  the day  of -,  ahall 

hat*  the  ranh,  pay,  and  emolnmeota,  of  a  colonel,  and 
that  tha  offieca  of  two  qaBitarmaaun,  with  the  tank, 
pay,.aiid«molnmentB,of  ma)ora,  b«  aboliabed  altar  the 
said day  of . 


the  Committee  would  bear  with  him,  for  a  short 
time,  whilst  he  eodeavored  to  show  the  ill  conse- 
quences that  would  ineritably  follow  the  adoption 
of  this  part,  at  least,  of  the  bill.  He  had  had,  as 
an  officer  of  the  regular  Army,  (to  which  he  was 
attached  during  the  war,)  but  little  experience; 
but,  little  as  It  had  been,  it  had  enabled  him  lo 
view  this  bill  in  a  very  different  light  from  that  in 
which  the  Military  Committee  had  a|q>eared  to 
regard  it.  He  claimed  no  power  either  to  amuse 
or  interest — he  had  no  pretensions  to  oratory — he 
was  a  stranger  to  Parliamentary  exhibition,  hut 
he  trusted, as  he  had  not  been  hitfaertoa  frequent  in- 
truder upon  the  patience  of  members,  he  shotUd 
now  be  indulged  with  their  attention.  He  asked 
it  not  for  hhadf,  but  for  the  tulfea  that  was  now 
utider  their  coostderation.  That  subject  was  im- 
|iortant,  for,  I  confidently  assert,  said  Mr.  T.,  that, 
if  yon  pass  this  hill,  your  Army  will  very  soon  be- 
come worthless  and  inefficient. 

This  might  be  much  more  properly  called  a  bill 
for  ditotyaauinff,  than  a  bill  for  vrffanimiiff  the 
Army.  It  is  calculated,  by  the  deslnielioa  of  the 
atMS,  to  nakeU  a  neat  of  idlers — a  disgrace  instead 
of  an  honor  to  the  country.  The  professed  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  is  not,  indeed,  to  destroy  tbe  staff, 
bill  that  will  be  tfa  efect.  Gentlemen  may  rely 
upon  it,  that  will  be  its  efiect.  He  had,  himself, 
no  very  seriousapprehensionsof  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  provided  tbe  present  military  organization 
were  fully  understood,  and  provided  the  odious 
fenturen  of  the  bill  were  laid  open  lo  view.  The 
honorable  chairman  hitnself,  (Mr.  EoaTia,)  who 
is  tbe  reputed  father  of  tbe  bill,  he  had  some  su^ 
picion,  was  already  considerably  weaned  from  his 
first  attachment  to  it,  and  began  to  feel  very  indif- 
ferent as  to  its  pOBMge. 

The  biU,  sir,  mid  Mr.  T.,  contemplates  the  total 
deatnietion  of  the  military  part  of  the  staff,  and 
the  striking  off  from  the  roll  of  the  present  Army, 
a  Major  Genenl  and  a  Brindier  General,  it 
provides  that  the  Brixadier  General  (when  not 
otherwise  employed,)  snail  discbarge  the  duties  of 
the  Adjutant  and  Inspector's  departments  at  tbe 
Seat  afGoTeraEnent,wherehewillhepermaneaCly 
located,  except  when  hia  Uatal  duties  may  call  him 
away.  It  abo  redocea  the  rank  of  the  Quarter- 
master General  to  that  of  Colonel,  and  strikes  off 
the  two  Quartermuters  aothorizad  by  the  act  vf 
1821. 

Of  the  importance  of  the  stafi^  there  ousbt  not 
to  be  a  doubt.  Upon  it  depends  nxwi  vitiuly  tbe 
character,  good  discipline,  and  efficiency  of  your 
Amy.  It  WHS  an  anxiety  with  regard  to  this  im- 
portant, this  essential  branch  of  the  Army,  that 
nad  brought  him  ont  of  a  sick  chamber  on  titis 
oectuion. 

I  will,  however,  said  Mr.  T.,  proceed  at  once  to 
tbe  subjecL  I  will  endeavor  lo  show,  if  my 
airength  will  permit  me,  what  tbe  act  of  1821  ea- 
tahlished  in  this  particolar — notice  distinctly, 
though  briefly,  the  respective  duties  of  each  of  the 
mentbers  of  the  stafi^  and  then  present  the  objec- 
tions to  the  alterations  proposed  in  the  present  bit). 

The  departments  of  tbe  staff,  in  which  the  bill 
contemplates  alterations,  are  those  of  the  Qaartet- 
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master  General,  Adjutant  GieDeral,  and  Inspecior 
General.  First  then,  sir,  as  to  the  Cluarterniaster 
General's  Department.  On  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, Mr.  1.  raid  he  would  not  dwell.  The  bill, 
as  re^rds  the  Q,uartermaster  Greneral  himself,  had 
nothmg  in  view  but  the  reduction  of  hia  rank  lo 
that  ofColonel.  Mr.  T.  was  aware  of  the  import- 
ance of  this  department,  but  he  caodidl  v  confeiised, 
if  the  subject  could  have  been  under  his  conside- 
ration when  the  general  organization  took  place, 
he  should  have  expressed  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
no  rank  should  be  given  to  this  officer  over  the 
other  members  of  the  staff.  He  would  not  be  un- 
derstood to  say  any  thing  in  the  way  of  objection 
to  the  officer,  who,  at  this  time,  fills  that  station. 
He  was  as  gallant,  as  able,  and  as  distinguished  a 
young  soldier  as  our  country  could  boast  of.  He 
spoke  of  the  off/Ct,  and  did  not  see  any  strong  rea- 
sons for  the  precedence  given  to  it  orer  each  of 
the  other  departments  of  the  staff.  Filled,  how- 
ever, as  It  is^  and  important  and  arduous  as  are  its 
duties,  he  did  not  see  any  urgent  reasons  for  the 
alteration  proposed.  On  the  subject  of  this  depart- 
ment, he  would  not,  however,  detain  the  Commit- 
tee, but  leave  it,  and  several  other  matters  of 
detail  in  the  bill,  to  those  gentlemen  whosestrength 
wonld  permit  a  more  ample  discussion. 

He  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee to  the  Adjutant  General's  department. 
This  department,  said  Mr.  T.,  is  of  essential  im- 
portance, and  he  would,  therefore,  beg  the  partic- 
ular attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  Tew  remarks 
he  should  make  with  regard  to  it.  Such  s  de- 
partment must  be  indispensably  anneied  to  your 
Military  Establishment.  It  is  the  key  of  the  Army ; 
all  orders  of  a  general  nature  are  issued  through 
it.  It  is  through  it  that  all  the  movements,  all 
the  dispositions  of  your  forces,  are  effected.  It  is 
charged  with  the  whole  military  correspondence 
of  the  Army.  It  is,  in  this  respect,  to  tne  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, what  the  Secretary  of  State  is 
to  the  Executive  of  the  country.  The  various 
returns  of  the  strength  of  the  Army,  comprised  in 
reports  from  the  numerous  posts  and  cantonments 
occupied  by  the  troops,  are  regularly  and  periodi- 
cally made  to  this  department.  So,  also^  are  alt 
returns  of  courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry. 
It  is  the  important  medium  of  communication  be- 
tween the  Commander-in-Chief  and  the  various 
members  of  the  Army.  It  is  in  ibiii  department 
that  the  records  of  the  Army  are  kept.  In  short, 
it  is  an  essential  feature  in  your  military  organi- 
zation. So  he  trusted  every  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee would  regard  it.  So,  in  fact,  the  chairman 
of  the  Mtliury  Committee,  (Mr.  Eostib,)  himself, 
was  fain  to  acknowledge  >Mot  1)B  proposes  to  allot 
lo  this  duty  (he  highest  omcer  that  is  suffered  to 
sorvive  the  contemplated  wreck  of  the  present 
establish  men  I.  He  allots  to  ibis  duty  the  only 
Brigadier  General  proposed  to  be  retained.  In 
this  respect,  sir,  the  gentleman  evinces  the  most 
palpable  inconsistency.  He  plainly  acknowledges 
the  vast  importance  of  this  office,  by  attaching  so 
high  an  officer  to  it,  and  yet  he  gives  other  duties 
lo  the  Brigadier  General,  which  belong  to  his 
character  in  line — duties  which  may,  and  proba- 


bly would,  occasionally,  call  him  away  for  a  length 
of  time  from  the  Seat  of  Government,  Th«  gen- 
tleman seems  to  be  aware  of  the  importance  of 
this  department,  and  yet  he  attempts  to  have  its 
dutii^s  dLscharged  by  an  amphibious  being,  ihilii 
neither  entirely  one  thing  nor  the  other — sn  offi- 
cer "of  the  true  mongrel  breed." 

Suppose,  for  instance,  thai  this  officer  )x  called 
away  to  a  distant  point,  upon  a  sudden  emer- 
gency— suppose,  for  instance,  to  Oeitoit  or  to  Pea- 
sacola— what  is  the  cortsequence  1  Wbv,  sir,  joot 
Army  is  without  an  Adjutant  General,  and  llut 
office  is  vacant  which  the  gentleman  deems  (he 
most  important  in  the  Army  I  1  do  not  koow, 
sir,  whether  it  would  be  in  order  for  me  to  state 
that  the  gentleman  has  suggested  to  me,  in  eoa- 
versatioD,  that  the  absence  of  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral would  not  be  sensibly  felt,  because  hispltce 
would  be  sufficiently  well  supplied  by  tbe  officen 
whom  (he  bill  authorizes  him  lo  detail  from  the 
Army,  to  assist  in  the  duties  of  the  departmeDI. 
Who,  sir,  are  these  officers  alluded  to,  and  wbf 
would  (hey  have  been  detailed  1  Why,  sir,  (bcT 
would  have  been  taken  from  the  subalterns  of  ik 
line,  and  their  duty  in  the  department  would  be 
that  of  clerbs.  Would  they  be  deemed  tbe  per- 
sons who  should  be  answerable  for  the  correctness 
of  the  orders  that  may  be  issued?  Wbatiofot- 
mation  can  they  hare  reaped  in  this  deparlmeall 
They  would  be  better  clerks,  indeed,  but  perbapi 
worse  officers ;  and  all  that  they  would  have  ac- 
quired would  be  to  write  better  hands,  end  to 
stick  the  quills  more  gracefully  behind  their  eat;, 
The  stool  of  the  clerk  is  not  the  proper  step  to 
rank  in  your  Army.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  and  the  Secretary  of  War  might  not  be 
military  men,  and  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  would 
not  be.  In  the  absence  of  this  officer,  therefore, 
they  would  be  completely  hamstrung — theywould 
not  stir  an  inch — they  would  want  an  offlcetto 
advise  with  and  give  shape  and  effect  to  theii 
plans.  The  present  Secretary  of  War  is  eetainlf 
as  able  an  officer ;  nay,  sir.  I  will  go  further,  ici 
I  am  no  approver  of  his  political  principles,  and  1 
will,  (berelore,  be  more  scrupulous  in  giving  him 
all  that  is  due  him — he  is,  perhaps,  the  most  able 
officer  that  has  presided  over  that  departmeat  fn 
many  years.  His  talents  and  character  seem  lo  he 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  situation;  and  yet,  sit, 
ne  is,  no  doub^  entirely  igoorant  of  the  details <h 
military  matters.  The  tact  is,  sir,  the  Heads  of 
out  Departments  are  statesmen  bred,  and  yon 
would  be  as  likely  to  find  one  of  them  able  to 
manage  a  division  of  the  Army,  or  to  know  the 
wants  of  that  body,  as  he  would  be  to  woik  a 
ship-of-(be-line,  or  know  what  she  would  requite 
to  oe  "well  found  j"  and  yet,  the  President  of  (he 
United  States,  it  will  lie  recollected,  is  Com- 
mandei-in-Chief  of  the  Navy  as  well  as  the  Army. 
No,  sir ;  you  cannot  rely  upon  the  military  talepts 
of  your  Heads  of  Departments.  In  ninety-nine 
cases  out  of  a  hundred,  they  would  be  found  to  be 
very  similar  to  those  who  shed  so  bright  alustie 
upon  the  field  of  Bladensburg.  This  altentioD, 
in  short,  sir,  is  totally  inadmissible.  You  mu^ 
haveamilitary  man  of  talents  and  experience  con- 
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slantly  at  Ibe  elbow  of  [be  Governmeol.  So  much,  of  observation — may  be  naturally  careless  or  aeg- 
sir,  fot  the  Adjutant's  department,  ^  ligent — may  not  possess  the  necessary  scrutiny  of 

I  come  now,  sir,  said  Mr,  T.,  to  speak  of  the  '  character,  or  the  disposilioD  to  pry  deeply  mto 
inspector's  deparloient.  The  doty  of  the  inspecl-  every  thing,  and  so  forth.  Besides,  they  are  sub- 
or  la  pertottatiy  to  inquire,  (I  lay  a  stress,  sir,  upon  jecl  to  improper  bias,  as  they  belong  to  the  very 
(his  word,  for  therein  consists  the  essence  of  the  corps,  and  form  a  component  part  of  that  very 
inquiry)-— it  is  his  duty  lo  personally  inquire  into  body,  with  regard  to  whom  you  would  require 
the  stale  of  the  Army — to  see  whether  its  disci-  them  to  report.  If  you  wish  to  correct  abuses,  in 
pline,  its  police,  its  morality,  its  equipment,  and  your  War  Department,  your  Treasury  Depart- 
its  efficiency,  be  such  as  it  ought  to  be — whether  ment,  or  your  Post  Office  Department,  would  you 
the  officers  are  qualified  both  theoretically  and  select  a  man  from  the  Department  which  is  to  be 
praclically  for  their  stations,  and  whether  they  ,  inspected,  lo  examine  into  it  and  to  report  to  yon? 
attend  to  their  duties — whether  the  fortifications,  I  think  not.  Besides,  sir,  these  officers  are  con- 
arms,  ammunition,  and  other  public  property,  arc  siantly  in  the  habit  of  close  aioociation,  and  will 
properly  taken  care  of,  and  whether  the  rules  of  ;  they  not  necessarily  either  become  partial  to  each 
the  Army  are  strictly  observed.  In  short,  to  save  '  other,  or  prejudiced  against  each  otherl  And,  in 
enumeration,  said  Mr.  T.,  1  would  remark  that  ,  either  case,  can  you  rely  implicitly  upon  their  re- 
tfae  title  explains  what  the  duties  would  be.     It  is    port  of  each  other? 

theroost  importantmemberofibe  Staff,  and  wiib-  '  But,  above  all,  sir,  this  bill  would  make  the  in- 
ont  it,  any  army  must  soon  sinlf  in  its  character,  ferior  the  correctorof  his  superior.  Maynot,tben, 
and  lose  in  its  emciency.  Important^  however,  as  the  superior  refrain,  in  some  instances,  from  a  pro- 
it  is,  this  bill  meditates  its  destruction.  In  Eu- '  per  severity  to  the  inferior,  when  that  inferior  is 
ropean  armies  this  station  is  considered  of  the  ;  soon  to  have  the  right  of  making  a  secret  report 
utmost  importance,  and,  in  our  own  country,  it  of  him'?  Your  colonels  and  other  officers  would 
has  also  been  so  considered.  General  Wasbino-  !  soon  become  courters  of  popularity,  instead  of  ex- 
TON  always  highly  estimated  it,  and,  at  a  late  '  hibiting  a  proper  independence. 
period  of  his  life,  the  selection  by  him  of  General  ,  That  sternness  in  toe  discharge  of  duty,  so  et- 
HamiltoD  (then  Colonel  Hamilton)  to  fill  this  '  sential  in  an  army,  would  soott  yield  to  a  feeling 
station,  and  the  rank  given  lo  him,  (that  of  Major  |  of  selfish  policy.  Such  a  feature  in  your  organi- 
General,)  shows  its  importance  both  in  his  view  ;  zation  would  be  odious  indeed.  Each  officer  would 
and  that  of  Congress.  The  opinion,  on  such  a  :  be  turned  into  a  spy  upon  his  brother.  It  would, 
subject,  of  this  great  patriot  and  experienced  sol-  j  depend  upon  it,  be  making  your  officers  a  set  oi 
dier,  is,  I  trust,  not  undeserving  of  weight.  I  informers,  (the  vilest  character  that  man  can  as- 
would  here  also  add,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  the  In-  j  sume,)  and  would  destroy  all  that  fine,  noble  feel- 
spector's  reports  are  secret  and  his  visits  unex-  !  ing — that  frankness  of  manner,  generosity  of  spirit 
pected.  His  reports  meet  no  eye  except  at  the  ;  — that  sternness  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of 
Seat  of  Government,  whither  they  are  regularly  i  everv  duty,  social  or  public,  that  so  distinctly 
forwarded:  and,  consequently,  his  communica-  marti  the  character  of  the  "old  soldier."  It  would 
tions  are  free  and  unemlMrrasscd.  His  visits,  too,  \  make  him  suspicious  where  he  would  otherwise 
being  unexpected,  the  officers  at  the  various  posts  [  confide,  and  limid  in  the  discharge  of  his  duly, 
nut  Knowing  when  to  look  for  his  presence,  are  where  he  would  otherwise  be  boldand  inflexible, 
constantly  on  the  alert,  and  carefully  attentive  to  j  In  short,  sir,  it  would  make  him  every  thing  bat 
everyminutepartof  their  duty.  The  Inspector  is  j  what  a  true  soldier  ought  to  be.  No,  sir,  when 
selected  on  account  of  his  talents,  military  experi'  I  you  create  your  inspector!!,  let  ibem  have  noihins 
ence,  and  peculiar  fitness  for  the  office.  Not  hav-  to  do  with  the  line,  and  all  things  will  go  on  welT. 
ing  any  connexion  with  the  line,  or  with  any  I  The  good  order,  morality,  and  efficiency  of  yonr 
corps  of  the  Army,  he  has  no  partialities  to  bias  '.  army,  will  be  preserved. 

his  judgment,  and  being  kept  consiantljr  on  the  r  OneglanceatihisbiUwilisatisfyany  man  thatita 
wing,  he  neither  forms  such  personal  intimacies,  object  is  (at  all  events  its  efiect  will  be)  to  destio? 
nor  contracts  such  personal  prejudices,  as  would  :  Ibe  stafi*.  Destroy  the  stafi",  and  bring  in  a  bill 
operate  to  discolor  bis  opinions.  Thus,  sir,  said  !  then  to  destroy  the  Army,  and  I  will  give  it  mr 
Mr.  T.,  I  hare  endeavored  to  explain  the  duties  '  vote.  Toke  away  the  staff;  and  your  Army  wiU 
and  point  out  the  peculiar  character  of  this  officer.  !  soon  become  dissipated  and  worthless;  the  officers 
I  will  now  briefiy  state  my  objections  to  the  alter-  j  of  it  will  have  no  watchful  eye  over  them,  and 
ations  proposed  by  this  bill.  The  bill  proposes  to  |  will  abandon  themselves  to  idleness  and  its  con- 
do  away  with  the  inspecting  officers,  and  to  sub-  comitant  vices.  The  very  principle  producing  effi' 
stitute,  in  Iheir  room,  the  field  officers  of  regi-  ciency  is  coercion— the  soldier,  like  the  scnool- 
ments,  i.  e.,  the  Colonels,  Lieutenanl-Cotoneis,  boy,  (and  we  are  all  alike  in  this  particular,  where 
and  Majors — who  are  to   discbarge,  in   regular  |  the  discharge  of  duties   Is  irksome,)  requires  the 

~~'~~~i,  all  the  duties  of  inspection.    This  alter-  i  eye  of  authority  constantly  over  him.    In  short, 


alion,  sir.  wilt  never  answer.     In  the  first  place,  '  sir,  destroy  the  staff  and  you  destroy  the  very  life 
.-. 1_.  .ai r.i.  .■_    _     jijjj  ujgfuinpjj  of  [ije  Army.    The  members  of 


it  is  not  always  that  officers  of  the  line  are  compe- 
leat  to  the  perfect  discharge  of  this  duty.  Though 
possesaed  of  aU  the  science  and  information  re- 
quired, they  may  be  deficient  in  other  qualifica- 
tions. They  may  want,  for  instance,  the  talent 
17th  Con.  1st  Scaa.— SO 


many  veins  and  arteries  throuffh 
which  flow  the  very  life-blood  of  the  body;  de- 
stroy these  and  the  rest  is  a  useless  mass  of  limbs, 
which  will  soon  become  corrupt  j  or,  if  it  be  per- 
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miitnl  me  lo  make  auolhcT  comparisoD,  ihe  staff  | 
is  ibe  main-spriag  of  the  military  machinery,  aod 
if  you  desttay  that,  all  efficicDt  operatioD  ceases. 
The  Army  is,  at  this  raoment,  more  efficieol  and 
in  higher  order,  both  »»  Co  its  police,  its  equip- 
ment, and  its  disciplioe,  than  it  has  perhaps  ever 
been  before.  Whatever  it  be,  however,  it  owes 
almost  entirely  to  the  staff. 

GeDlleraen  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  complain' 
ins  of  the  size  of  the  preseot  staff.  They  say 
"they  have  no  idea  of  a  large  staff  for  a  small 
army."  Sir,  we  bare  not  a  "  large  staff,"  although 
we  certainly  have  "a  small  army."  Gientlemeu 
tret  themselves  icio  a  brain  fever,  and  then  im- 
agine things  to  exist  which  have  no  eiialence 
whatever.  Let  us  i<ee  where  is  Ibis  "large  staff 
fi>T  a  small  army."  And  here,  sir.  said  Mr.  T.,  I 
speak  of  the  staff,  which  is  the  object  of  the  at- 
tack of  these  gentlemen. 

1  will  first  stare  the  case  as  to  the  Adjutant's 
department.  Under  the  organization  which  pre- 
vailed immediately  previous  to  the  adoption  ofthe 
present  system,  there  were  two  Major  Oeoerals 
and  four  Brigadier  Oenerals,  the  former  of  whom 
had  each  an  Adjutant  General,  with  the  same 
rank  as  the  present  Adjutant  General,  and  the 
four  latter  of  whom  bad  each  an  Assistant  Adju- 
tant Generai  with  the  rank  of  Major,  making, 
when  summed  up,  six  field  officent  attached  to 
this  department,  besides  an  Adjutant  and  Inspec- 
tor General,  with  the  rank  of  Brigadier  General, 
nermanentiy  located  at  Washington.  How  many 
nave  we  now?  Why,  sir,  one,  and  but  one,  and 
his  rank  only  that  of  Colonel, 


Now,  s 


o  the  ii 


rt". 


Howie 


we  tinder  the  old  regulations  ?   The  same  number 


rank  of  major.  How  many  have  we  now?  Two. 
As  few  as  it  is  possible  (o  have  for  the  discharge 
of  the  duties.  Unless  gentlemen  can, 'by  an  act 
of  CoDgres!!,  give  to  one  of  them  Eomeitiing  of  the 
ubiqaity  of  the  Deity,  two  are  as  few  as  can  dis- 
charge the  duties.  The  Committee  will  bear  in 
mind  that  the  visits  of  the  Inspector  are  personal. 
Mid,  when  we  have  in  view  the  immense  tract  of 
country  over  which  the  troops  are  spread,  and 
that  at  the  most  distant  posts  there  will  always  be 
more  remissness  in  the  discharge  of  duty,  and  less 
care  in  the  preservation  of  public  properly,  we 
EBOst  at  once  be  satisfied  of  the  absolute  necesaity 
of  keepioK  in  service  at  least  two  Inspectors.  To 
lum  up,  then,  the  whole  of  the  staff,  under  tbe 
former  organixation,  (that  is,  the  Adjutant's  and 
Inspector's  departments,)  there  wilt  be  found  to 
have  been  thirteen,  viz:  one  Bri^dier  General, 
four  Colonels,  and  eight  Majors,  rlow,  under  the 
present  law  for  the  same  departments,  there  are 
three  Colonels.  And  so  much,  sir,  for  the  "large 
staff  for  a  small  army." 

This,  Mr.  T.  said,  was  as  far  in  his  remarks  as 
he  expected  to  have  proceeded.  His  strength,  he 
fotind,  however,  greater  than  be  had  anticipated, 
and  he  would  proceed  on  with  his  observations 
on  the  bill. 

The  bill  also  proposes  tha  reduction  of  the  gen- . 


eral  officers,  so  as  to  strike  off  one  Major  and  one 
Brigadier  General.  As  ro  the  retaining  of  the 
Major  General,  I  confess  I  am  not  panicolulr 
solicitous.  He  is  by  no  means  esseniial  to  the 
Army — that  the  Army  could  gel  along  very  well 
without  him.  He  has,  however,  duties  to  perform, 
and  his  influence  in  keeping  the  Inspectors  itlet- 
Itve  to  their  duties  is  beneficially  exercised.  The 
only  reason  for  striking  him  off  is  the  taring 
which  would  be  effected  of  the  amouot  of  itt 
pay.  His  services  during  the  war  were  disljo' 
fished,  and  perhaps  as  he  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Army,  it  may  be  as  well  to  retain  him.  Op  ibit 
point,  however,  it  is  due  lo  myself  to  say  thit  I 
am  by  no  means  anxious. 

With  regard  to  the  mopriety  and  necessity  of 
retaining  the  two  Brigadier  Generals,  there  oughi 
not  to  be  any  faesitation  in  the  committee.  If  you 
strike  off  your  Major  General,  your  dan  should 
be  to  retain  your  Brigadier  Ctenerals,  locatiag  ooe 
of  them  in  each  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  com- 
try  now  marked  off.  You  will  then  also  aiuch 
the  two  InspectotB  neverally  to  each  of  these  offi- 
cers, under  whose  control  their  inspections  will 
continue  to  be  faithfully  attended  to.  It  is  in- 
portant  that  tbe  country  shouh]  have  at  least  iwu 
military  men,  of  high  rank  and  experience,  upog 
whom  every  reliance  can  be  placed  in  cau'  of 
emergency.  Your  country  is  extensive — its  points 
of  defence  are  various  and  widely  apart  Is  itaot 
important  that  you  should  have  an  officer  of  w>^ 
tried  ability,  who  should  be  al  band  in  case  ofae- 
cessity  on  your  Northwestern  frontier?  And  will 
any  one  deny,  in  the  present  unsettled  stale  of  the 
late  Spanish  provinces  bordering  upon  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  of  the  Spanish  possessions  in  the  Weil 
ladies,  that  it  is  highly  necessary  that  thereEbonld 
be  an  officer  of  this  rank  in  the  southern  divisioal 
Added  to  this,  the  present  unsettled  slate  of  Europe 
would  seem  to  demand  some  little  attention  from 
us.  The  bill  contemplates  retaining  oneBrigadin 
General ;  the  only  thing  gained  will,  therefore,  be 
in  the  personal  expense  ot  an  officer  of  this  grade, 
should  you  adopt  ibis  feature  of  the  hill.  Tbe 
prwence  of  these  two  officers,  in  their  sevnal  di- 
visions, will  be  of  very  great  importancej  they  will 
have  many  and  important  duties  to  pertorm.  Mr 
T.  said  he  hoped  the  Committee  would  decidedly 
reject  this  part  of  the  bill,  at  least  so  much  of  it  as 
embraced  the  curtailment  of  a  Brigadier  Oenefal. 

I  do  not  believe,  sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  the  hoa- 
orable  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  feek 
any  hostility  lo  tbe  regular  Army,  or  that  he,  ia 
any  manner,  would  wish  to  aimablow  thatmigbl 
effect  its  destruction.  But  I  do  believe,  sir,  uis 
ia  tbe  object  of  the  majority  of  those  gentlemen 
who  form  hia  auxiliaries  on  this  occasion.  They 
scout  al  its  usefulness,  notwithstanding  the  lessoas 
which  we  received  at  the  commencement  of  tbe 
late  war,  from  the  want  of  a  well  organized  mili- 
tary. They  say  the  militia  are  quite  sufficientfor  i 
aU  our  purposes.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  I  am  not  dii-  | 
posed  to  detract  from  the  merit  of  our  militia;  1  ' 
think,  with  the  geailt- mi'o,  that  it  is  the  eiaod  mil- 
itary bulwark  of  ihv  country,  upoa  wbicb  we  must 
principally  rely.    But,  sir,  it  does  not  follow  from 
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Ibis  that  we  ought 
of  regular  force.  It  is  a  pity 
not  EiTail  tbemsetres  of  their  ConstiiutioDal  privi- 
le^,  and  nopioy  themselves  in  organiziog  this 
mililia,  rather  (ban  to  be  constantly  puzzling  tbem- 
setres  with  very  sage  plaas  to  disorganize  me  leg- 
elai  Array.  I  have  ao  prejudices  against  mililia, 
and  particularly  such  militia  as  our  caunlcy  can 
boast  of.  I  believe  them  to  be,  onder  some  cir- 
cumstances, aloDDSt  as  efficient — aay,pcrbapsquite 

__  1 — . f—  jnsiance,  behind  r "■ 

1  individual  acts 
dependeolly — he  is  not  so  much  bound  to  act  in 
concert  as  in  the  field,  where  he  necessarily  loses 
his  individuality.  It  is  on  ibis  aecoiuit  that  laili- 
(ia  are  so  eScieot  in  such  situalionsi,  and  not  (ac- 
cording  lo  ibe  vulgar  prejudice  eoterlaiited  by 
many  in  the  rc^ulaT  Artny)  ihat  their  fean  require 
tbeir  persons  should  te  covered.  Take  them,  how- 
ever, mto  the  fidd,  where  coacol  and  union  of 
action  are  eawniial,  and  where  combination  of 
moreoieits,  and  all  the  intricacy  of  nulttary  sci- 
ence are  required,  aiid  you  cannot  idy  upon  them 
against  disciplined  troops.  Brave  as  diey  may  be 
~-Day,  ur,  bravs  as  my  countrymen  are — they  can- 
not, tn  sqch  caaes,  be  relied  upon.  Thsy  will  tell 
you  so  themselves.  To  support  this  opinion,  I 
need  only  lo  refer  lo  the  letters  of  Oeneral  Wasb- 
in^on,  (and  he,  sir,  nuisi  have  had  the  highest 
opinion  oS  Ibe  pairiotism%od  bravery  of  his  coun- 
trymen)— to  those  of  Genera!  Greene,  and  of  all 
the  officers  of  that  day,  as  well  as  to  our  officers 
during  the  late  war.  Preserve,  then,  your  regular 
Army,  and  you  retain  the  seeds  of  thai  discipline 
which,  in  ease  of  a  war,  can  easily  be  spread  over 
your  country.  I  mean  not  a  large  standing  army. 
To  that  I  have  always  been  opposed ;  but  preserve 
a  bodj  suffieienlly  large  to  furnish  a  basis  for  a 
larger  army,  should  war  ar  impending  danger  sud- 
denly require  its  increase.  Ferhai«  the  prraeni 
kody  is  soffieienily  large.  I  am  willing  to  believe 
it  to  be  so.  In  case  of  Congress  deciding  upon  the 
sadden  and  large  increase  of  the  regular  Army,  ii 
sbould  at  the  same  time  determine  (in  order  roosl 
speedily  to  produce  discipline  and  efficiency  in  the 
newly  created  regiments)  that  the  old  regiments 
ihooM  be  broken  up,  and  the  officers,  non-com- 
misHimted  officers,  and  privates,  be  separated  from 
each  other,  and,  in  eqt^l  proportions,  distributed 
!  ibe  new  regiments.     If  such  a  plan  had 

wTr  ' 

been  visiUe  to  every  one.  It  is  also  importHni,  I 
would  remark,  that,  on  your  Peace  Eslabliiibroenl, 
your  proportion  of  officers  to  men  sbould  be  much 
greater  than  upon  a  war  footing.  The  object 
should  be  to  retain  as  much  science  as  possible. 

There  are  some  men  mho  profess  to  be  jealous 
of  our  regular  Army.  These  apprehensions  ate 
idle.  If  Its  size  did  not  of  itself  contradict  all 
fouadation  for  these,  its  character,  and  the  mate- 
rials, of  which  it  i»  composed  would  prove  them 
trivial.  It  is  composed  of  distinguished  citizens, 
who  are  as  much  attached  to  their  country  and 


We  ore  loo  apt  to  view  this  body  of  o 


lrym«)  as  forming  a  class  diatioct  from  the  body 
of  citizens.  We  are  wrong  in  doing  so.  They 
will  never  forget  that  they  are  citizens,  until  we 
ourselves  forget  that  they  are  so.  Protect  their 
rights  as  you  would  those  of  any  other  poKion  of 
your  citizens;  see  that  the  old  veteran  who  has 
•pent  his  twenty  years  in  your  Army — who  has, 

Erhaps,  bled  freely  In  your  service,  but  who,  at 
1st,  has  always  done  his  duty — see  that  he  is  not 
"  overslaughed  ."and  another  suddenly  popped  over 
his  head ;  see  Inat  his  rights  are  not  trdmpled  upon 
by  the  tyrannical  principle  of  any  Department — 
suffer  not  promotions  to  be  made  from  a  clnk's 
stool,  or  from  any  department  not  connected  with 
the  line;  in  short,  sir,  let  that  be  done  always 
which  has  been  done  this  session ;  let  their  inter- 
etta  be  guarded  by  the  proper  power,  and  year 
officers  will  never  forg«t  that  they  are  American*, 
and  that  the^  ar«  the  citizens  of  a  free  country, 
and  not  the  lir«ried  servants  of  any  branch  of  onr 
GovernmenL 
When  Ml.  T.  took  his  seat- 
Mr.  PoiNBBTT  said,  vre  onght  to  give  to  the 
An»y,how«ver  small  it  maybe, such  an  organiza- 
tion, and  such  a  complement  of  commissioned  of- 
ficeis,  that  in  passing  from  the  Peace  to  the  War 
Bsiablishmeni,  the  torce  may  be  si^cien^y  aug- 
mented, witboul  adding  new  regiments  or  nattiu- 
ions,  so  as  to  raise  Ibe  War  on  the  Peace  Bstablish- 
menk;  instead  of  creating  a  new  army  with  ail  its 
inexperience  and  want  of  discipline,  and  adding 
ii  to  the  old  army,  as  waa  done  at  the  commenoe- 
rnent  of  Ibe  last  war. 

Though  the  company  officers  under  the  preeeni 
Peace  Establishment  bear  a  targe  proportion  to 
the  rank  and  Rle,  yet,  from  the  organization  of  the 
respective  branches  of  ibe  general  staff,  no  super- 
nuBKiaries  can  be  said  to  exist.  The  details  made 
from  captains  and  subalterns  of  the  line,  as  asaiai- 
ant  deputy  quartermasters;  acting  assistant  ad- 
jutant generals ;  assistant  commissaries  of  sobsist- 
encej  aids-de-camp ;  adjutants;  assistant  teachers 
of  (be  Military  Acaidemy,  and  for  ordnance  and 
topc^iropbical  service,  leave  at  most  of  the  posts 
not  more  than  two,  and  with  some  companies  not 
more  than  one  officer  for  duty.  So  that  in  point 
of  lact  there  are  no  supernumerary  officers  in  the 

It  must  not  be  supposed  by  gentlemen  that  the 
pt«Eent  arrangement  ofthe  Army  requires  a  greater 
number  of  officers  than  the  old  organization.  It 
requires  only  tbcsame  BggT«^le  number  of  com- 
pany officers ;  they  are  differently,  and  in  my 
opinion  much  better  employed.  Formerly  there 
were  four  officers  lo  each  inbnlry,  and  four  to 
each  artillery  company,  making  eight  lo  two  com- 
panies ;  now  there  are  bnt  three  to  an  infantry, 
and  five  to  an  artillery  company,  still  making  but 
panics.  Thi.i  distribution  has 
dapted  to 

vice  to  be  performed  ;  psrticuUrlyas  the  ordnance 
duties  devolving  on  the  artillery,  require  a  greater 
number  of  officers  to  be  attached  to  that  arm. 
Besides,  the  artillery  most  commonly  acts  by  de- 
tachments, and  not  in  large  bodies  as  infantry. 
The  organization  of  companies  on  the  present  re- 
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daced  scale,  susceptible  of  rapid  a 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  situation  oTlhii  couotry, 
to  the  eitended  and  exposed  frontiers  we  have  to 
protect,  and  esijpeciall^  to  the  multiplied  posts  on 
our  matitime  frontier,  all  requiring  garrisons  in 
peace  as  well  as  war.  The  companies  in  service 
bear  a  proper  proportion  to  the  posts  to  be  occu- 
pied ;  consolidate  the  four  regiments  into  two,  by 
increasing  the  rank  and  file,  but  reducing  the 
number  of  companies  of  artillery,  and  many  im- 
portant posts  must  either  be  evacuated  or  garrison- 
ed by  detachments  of  companies  under  the  com- 
mand of  non-commissioned  officers.  The  dividing 
of  companies  has  always  been  found  to  produce 
the  most  injurious  effects  on  the  moral  character, 
as  well  as  on  the  military  improvement  of  the 
officer  and  soldier,  and  ou^ht  to  be  avoided.  The 
present  organization  of  artillery  companies  at  their 
minimum,  form  competent  garrisons  in  time  of 
peace,  for  the  posts  which  should  be  occupied, 
while  the  same  companies  augmented  to  their 
maximum,  to  be  effected  by  a  simple  operation, 
and  aided  by  the  neighboring  militia,  would  be 
fully  adequate  to  the  defence  of  all  the  maritime 

As  reduction  of  expenditure  is  the  sole  motive 
in  support  of  the  chaoee  proposed  to  be  made, 
Mr.  P.  would  observe,  that  no  actual  saving  can 
be  made  by  dismissing  officers  who  are  necessary 
to  the  system  established.  If  the  or^nizalion  is 
disturb«I.  or  if  the  means  of  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  the  departments  be  taken  away,  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  disbursing  departments  of  the 
Army  must  be  embarrassed,  and  a  loss  will  be  in- 
curred much  greater  than  the  amount  saved  in  the 
pay  of  officers  dismissed. 

The  rank  and  61e  of  the  present  Military  Es- 
tablishment amount  to  5,642,  a  numerical  force, 
above  the  most  approved  organization  of  armies, 
consisting  of  two  brigades,  and  one  division;  con- 
sequently superior  to  the  command  of  one  major 
general,  and  two  brigadier  generals.  The  exist- 
ing  staff  of  the  army  does  not  bear  its  full  propor- 
tion to  the  enlisted  men  in  service,  but  with  the 
rank  and  file  has  been  organized  at  its  minimum. 
Pass  the  bili  on  your  table,  reduce  the  staff,  and  it 
will  soon  be  discovered  that  the  rank  and  file  are 
too  numerous  for  the  officers  commanding,  and  we 
shall  be  called  upon  again  to  diminish  the  number 
of  soldiers,  and  so  on  until  the  Army  is  entirely 
annihilated,  and  it  would  be  better  to  do  so  at 
once  than  disorganize  it,  and  render  it  inefficient. 
The  present  formation  contains  all  the  elements 
composing  the  Army.  It  is  susceptible  of  being 
increased  as  emergencies  may  demand,  without 
cTeaiing  new  corps,  or  new  departments,  by  the 
simple  operation  of  adding  lo  the  rank  and  file, 
and  inferior  ^des  of  commissioned  officers.  The 
whole  machinery  of  an  army  is  preserved ;  the 
duties  of  each  department  are  distinctly  defined, 
and  a  regular  chain  of  responsibility  is  enforced, 
from  the  soldier  to  the  commander-in-chief.  Each 
department  of  the  general  staff  has  its  chief  locat- 
ed at  Washington,  and  is  so  organized  that  it  may 
be  enlarged  or  reduced  in  its  inferior  members  to 
mit  any  circumstances.    Under  the  present  sys- 


tem, in  any  emergency,  orders  from  the  Executive 
can  be  distributed  through  the  proper  channels, 
prompt  measures  adopted;  the  rank  and  file  in- 
creased to  the  war  standard  ;  and  the  operations 
conducted  under  experienced  commanders. 

The  present  Military  Establishment,  but  6,183 
aggregate,  including  the  staff  and  engioeer  corps, 
may  be  increased  by  the  proposed  operallDn  lo 
S,483,  aod  by  doubling  the  battalions  of  infantry, 
and  adding  to  the  company  officen  only,  to  15,169 
aggregate.  In  a  very  lew  months,  therefore,  after 
the  proper  orders  were  extendtid.the  present  anuT 
may  be  more  than  doubled  in  strength,  disciplined, 
and  prepared  for  active  operations  in  the  field. 

Let  measkgentlemcn  to  recollect  what  time  and 
expense  it  required  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  war,  before  we  could  raise  such  a  force,  and 
at  what  cost  it  was  rendered  equally  efficient  for 
operations  against  the  enemy.  And  here  let  me 
remark,  that  respectable  rank  is  as  indispensable 
to  the  character  and  efficiency,  as  to  the  perfect 
organization  of  the  Army.  Talent  and  character 
cannot  be  commanded  in  any  country  without  ade- 
quate (Mimpensation,  and  to  the  high-minded  sol- 
dier, the  simple  wages  of  his  profession  can  be  no 
object.  He  is  induced  to  t«rve  by  the  rank  and 
distinction  to  which  he  may  aspire.  Limit  these 
prospects,  or  destroy  them,  as  this  hill  contemplates, 
and  talent  and  character  must  necessarily  be  driven 
from  the  military  to  other  professions  oftife,  where 
theprospects  of  distinction  are  more  inviting. 

This  may  appear  a  consideration  of  but  little 
importance,  and  in  lime  of  peace  it  is  so.  But 
those  who  may  be  called  upon  themselves,  or  who 
may  send  forth  their  children  to  Gsht  the  battles 
of  their  country,  ought  to  reflect  before  they  drive 
from  the  service  men  of  talent  and  experience. 
They  ought  to  recollect  that  the  talent  and  eipe- 
01*  an  officer  can  be  acquired  only  in  the 


field,  and  a 
of  these  qualiti 
pose  their  sons 


it  of  blood,  and  that  the  want 
in  those  who  command  may  ex- 
I  useless  slaughter,  and  their  coan- 


The  second  section  of  this  bill  degrades  the 
Brigadier  General  to  be  retained  to  be  the  chief 
of  the  office  of  distribution  and  inspection,  destroys 
the  Adjutant  General's  department,  leavins  its 
duties  to  be  performed  by  temporary  details  from 
the  line,  and  assigns  to  the  surgeon  to  be  desig- 
nated tbe  important  control  now  exercised  by  a 
Surgeon  General,  over  the  medical  departmmt  of 
the  Army. 

Tbe  bill  concedes  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
an  office  of  distribution  and  inspection.  It  is 
clearly  better,  then,  to  retain  the  organization  of 
the  Adjutant  Qeneral'adepartment  under  competent 
officers,  specially  commissioned,  than  to  impose 
its  duties  on  officers  irregularly  and  temporarily 
detailed  for  the  purpose  from  the  line. 

This  rotation  in  office  must  operate  injurioosly 
on  the  proper  administration  of^any  department  ; 
and  the  details  must  draw  officers  from  their  ordi- 
nary commands,  equally  important  with  the  duties 
of  the  Adjutant  General's  office. 

The  organization  of  the  regiments  of  tbe  line 
preserves  only  the  full  complement  of  officers;  and. 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1677 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1678 


MililaTy  Peace  EttaUithmeTit. 


if  the  staff  officers  of  the  Army  aie  drawn  from 
them,  the  Dumber  for  importaot  duif  with  their 
companies  or  commands,  must  be  injuriously  di- 
minished. The  detailing  a  sureeon  to  control 
the  medical  department,  is  equafly  defectire.  Il 
would  be  impossible  to  procure  an  indiridual,  with 
that  inferior  appointment,  fully  competent  to  dis- 
charge the  important  duties  of  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral. The  oinnization  of  the  medical  department, 
under  a  ebie/^Bt  Washington,  has  operated  greatly 
to  its  improvement ;  ana  if  the  superintendence, 
now  exercised  by  competent  talent,  bereinoved  or 
transferred  to  temporary  details  from  surgeons, 
that  department,  so  important  to  the  efficiency  of 
■n  army,  must  suffer. 

The  third  section  is,  if  possible,  still  more  objec- 
tionable. It  changes  the  system  of  inspectors, 
confining  the  duties  exclusively  to  the  field  officers 
of  regiments  and  corps. 

The  field  officers  of  regiments  have  important 
duties  to  perform.  They  are  responsible  for  the 
discipline,  military  improvement,  and  efficiency 
of  ifaeir  respective  commands.  They  are  the  im- 
mediate inspectors  of  their  respective  regiments, 
and  are  bound  to  hold  themselves  and  their  com- 
mands always  prepared  for  active  operations  in 
the  field.  They  are  responsible  for  the  execution 
of  all  orders  emanating  from  higher  authority 
within  their  commands,  and  cannot  be  withdrawn 
from  them  for  the  performance  of  other  duties, 
witboat  interrupting  the  channel  of  communica- 
tion and  execution  of  orders.  To  constitute  them 
Inspectors  of  the  Army,  as  this  section  proposes,  is 
incompatible  with  their  more  important  duties, 
and  the  constant  inspections  by  districts;  and  a 
rotation  ihroughoiu  the  whole  army  would  keep 
the  field  officers  of  regiments  in  constant  motion, 
a  greater  part  of  their  time  absent  from  their  re- 
spective commands,  and  distract  their  attention 
from  the  only  objects  to  which  it  ought  to  be  un- 
ceasingly directed,  to  the  serious  injury  of  the  dis- 
cipline, improvement,  and  efficiency  of  the  whole 
Military  Establishment.  Besides,  sir,  from  the 
esprit  du  corps  which  exists  in  every  army,  the 
field  officers  of  regiments  would  constitute  a  body 
of  prejudiced  inspectors,  each  partial  to  their  own 
commands.  The  most  perfect  inspections  are 
made  by  a  distinct  and  inaependent  branch  of  the 
general  staff;  m  system  which  has  been  approved 
and  introduced  into  most  of  the  European  armies, 
and  has  been  adopted  in  the  American  service 
with  the  most  beneficial  results.  It  is  only  by  a 
distinct  branch  of  officers,  without  any  partialities 
for  particular  corps,  that  proper  inspections  can 
be  made,  and  the  actual  condition  of  the  Army, 
ivbetheT  it  respects  the  improvement  of  the  per- 
sonel,  or  the  quality  and  condition  of  the  material, 
be  faithfully  presented  to  the  Executive.  Nothing 
eoDtributes  so  efiectually  to  the  perfection  of  a 
military  organization  as  a  separation  of  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  an  army.  Field  officers  of 
regiments  shonld  be  answeraule  only  for  their  dis- 
cipline and  improvement.  Impartial  inspections 
by  a  distinct  competent  branch  of  the  general 
Etafi;  can  alone  determine  how  far  these  duties  are 
&ithfully  discharged. 


The  fourth  section  reduces  the  rank  of  the 
QrUar  term  aster  Geneml,  and  dismisses  the  assis- 
tants;   in  short,  disorganizes   the   whole  depart- 

The  rank  of  Brigadier  General  is  not  more  than 
equal  to  the  duties  to  be  discharged  and  the  re- 

SDnsi  bill  ties  that  devolve  upon  the  Quartermaster 
sneral.  Diminish  the  rank,  and  it  would  be 
impossible  to  command  the  talents,  character,  and 
eiperience,  necessary  for  the  chief  of  that  depart- 
ment, which  can  only,  in  time  of  peace,  receive 
such  an  organization  as  will  prepare  it  for  the  op- 
tions of  war.  The  only  (iiflereace  to  be  made 
time  of  war  in  this,  as  in  all  the  departments 
of  the  Army,  ought  to  be,  the  increased  numbei 
of  the  inferior  members. 

ittal  to  theorganizationof  every  branch 
of  the  Army,  that  there  should  be  a  chain  of  com- 
munication between  the  chief  and  the  inferior 
officers.  By  dismissing  the  assistants,  who  rank 
only  as  Majors,  the  very  imperfect  link  now  ex- 
isting between  the  chief  of  the  duartermaster's 
department  and  bis  subordinate  officers,  is  entirely 
destroyed. 

It  must  be  known  to  every  one  at  all  conversant 
with  the  subject,  that  this  department  requires  a 
sort  of  talent  not  oflen  to  be  met  with;  that  a 
just  system  of  economy  can  only  be  enforced  by 
active  and  eiperienced  officers ;  and  that  it  re- 
quires no  ordinary  degree  of  foresight,  prudence, 
and  knowledge  of  mankind,  to  conduct  with 
ability  the  heavy  and  varied  expenditures  of  the 
Quartermaster's  department;  a  department  which, 
in  addition  to  certain  regular  defined  duties,  acts 
on  every  emergency,  which  must  be  prepared  to 
make  good  every  deficiency,  so  as  to  perfect  the 
whole  military  system. 

Few  officers,  properly  qualified  for  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  Quartermaster,  will  encounter 
the  responsibihiies  devolving  upon  Assistant  De- 
puty Q,uarierma3ler,  without  the  prospect  of  future 
advancement.  That  organization  is  imperfect,' 
and  must  operate  unfavorably  on  the  public  ser- 
vice, which  does  not  form  a  school  for  talent  and 
ability  in  the  inferior  grades  to  qualify  themselves 
for  the  more  distviguished  and  extensively  useful 

The  Quartermaster's  department  possesses,  in 
some  degree,  such  an  organization.  As  vacan- 
cies occiiT,  the  Assistant  Deputies  may  be  made 
Assistant  Quartermasters,  with  the  rank  of  Ma- 
jors, and  from  thence  be  promoted  to  be  chiefs,  if 

■hey  are  '—-' ■- ■  ■--  -  ■     -     -  ■ 

ibifity. 


department  to  selections  from  the  line,  with  r 
additional  rank,  and  with  very  inadequate  com- 
pensation for  the  responsibilities  incurred. 

The  alleged  motives  for  the  changes  proposed 
by  this  bill  are — retrenchments  in  the  expeoaiture 
of  the  Military  Establishment.  The  amount  to  be 
saved  by  the  provisions  of  tbe  bill,  are  stated  by 
the  Paymaster  General  to  he- 
Reduction  of  the  staff     -       -       -  922,207 
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DiSereuee  in  the  infantry  and  other 

pay 1,476 

Diflereuce  in  ordnance  pajr  and  dis- 
banded ordnance         •        -        -  13,69S 

Serraate 42,379 

Brevet  pay 500 

»80,254 


The  actual  saTing  by  the  redactian  of  ihe  gen- 
eral staff  is  bat  9^,207;  and  for  this  sam  the 
irhole  military  ot^nization  ii  to  be  tJiKinrbed,  and 
the  Peace  Esiabluhment  rendered  inefficient  for 
the  objects  for  which  alone  it  ought  to  be  main- 
tained. Tbe  amount  deducted  from  the  pay  of 
alaffofficers,  so  as  to  equalize  it  with  that  of  the 
infantry,  is  too  inconsiderable  to  authorize  a 
change  so  nnjust.  Their  dutiea  expose  them  lo 
increased  expenses. 

The  pitiful  sum  of  $500,  proposed  to  be  saved 
by  reducing  the  breret  ray,  (M^ht  never  to  have 
been  mentioned  in  this  bill.  That  pay  was  von 
gallantly  in  the  field,  and  ought  not  lightly  to  be 
taken  away  from  the  brave  men  who  now  re- 
ceive il. 

The  amount  proposed  to  be  saved  by  tbe  Dioth 
section  ii,  in  fact,  merely  a  redaction  in  the  num- 
ber of  rank  and  me  in  service.  I  have,  however, 
no  objection  to  il. 

The  amount  to  be  saved  by  dismissing  the  ord- 
nance men  is  conjectural.  In  my  opinion  that 
measure  will  augment  the  expense  of  that  branch 
of  the  service.  Hired  labor  must  be  resorted  lo  at 
an  increased  cost;  but,  as  that  subject  is  now  be- 
fore the  committee  we  shall  not  dwell  upon  it. 

The  present  slatT  and  officers  of  the  Army  are, 
as  I  have  before  observed,  organized  at  the  min- 
imum, and  ought  rather  to  Iw  increased  than  di- 
minished. I  am  in  favor  of  a  numerous  sta£and 
of  maintaining,  in  time  of  peace,  more  officers 
than  are  absolutely  requisite  for  the  duties  of  their 
respective  commands,  with  a  view  to  tbe  organi- 
zation of  a  more  numerous  army  in  time  of  war. 
I  am  aware  that  military  writers  were  divided  on 
this  question.  I  say  were,  for  all  modern  writers, 
since  the  art  has  been  perfected,  &re  united  in  fa- 
vor of  maintaining  constantly  what  the  French 
technically  call  J^ma  of  an  army — what  we  call 
the  ikMoa  of  an  army. 

Of  all  the  elements  that  compose  an  array,  the 
soldier  is  the  only  one  that  can  be  created  in  a 
abort  time.  It  is  mere  technical  knowledge  he  re- 
quires, and  that  very  limited.  Tbe  instruction 
necessary  lo  form  an  officer  is  totally  different. 
It  requires  not  only  time  and  application,  but  ex- 
perience, which  is  lo  be  gained  only  in  the  field. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  recall  to  the  recollec- 
tion of  gentlemen  in  this  Hall,  the  disasters  and 
disgrace  which  attended  our  arms  at  the  cum- 
"It  of  the  last  war.     They  are  to  be  traced 


defective  system  to  which  gentlemen  wish  to  bring 
lu  back — and  to  the  inexperience  of  our  officers. 
The  glorious  manner  of  itn  termination  can  be  at- 
tributed only  to  the  talent  and  experience  of  our 


commanders,  acquired  at  the  cost  of  so  much  blood 
and  treasure. 

A  striking  illustration  of  what  I  have  advanced 
may  be  drawn  from  the  history  of  tbe  wars  that 
grew  out  of  the  French  revolution.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  revolution,  the  emigration  of 
the  nobility  had  left  the  French  army  almost  with- 
out officers,  the  strong  excitement  of  ihal  moment 
armed  thousand'*  in  the  cause  of  their  coimtry,  the 
citizens  of  the  new  republic  Socked  in  crowds  to 
defend  Ihe  frontiers.  Numbers  and  enthusiasn 
made  up  Cor  the  want  of  talent  and  experience  in 


that  of  tbe  disciplined  bands  opposed  to  them,  a 
toss  almost  incredible. 

In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  carnage,  and  after 
two  yean  of  war,  such  men  as  Fichegra,  Moreao, 
Eleber,  and  others,  were  distinguished  from  the 
crowd ;  but  their  military  education  was  formed 
at  the  expense  of  torrents  of  blood.  About  this 
period  the  army  of  the  Republic,  exhausted  by  tbe 
immense  losses  they  had  suffered,  required  to  be 
recruited;  but  the  citizens, discouraged  by  the  pro- 
digal waste  of  life,  resorted  to  by  inexperienced  offi- 
cers, as  the  only  means  in  their  power  to  repel  the 
enemy,  refused  to  march  to  the  frontier.  Oov- 
ernmeat  was  compelled  to  resort  to  a  requisitioa, 
and  the  coasctiption  erew  out  of  these  causes. 

The  advantages  of  a  well-organized  staff,  and 
of  pOBscBsing  the  frames  of  an  army,  are  illustrated 
in  an  equally  striking  manaer  by  those  wars. 

Af^er  the  destruction  of  the  great  French  armT 
in  Rus-sia,  and  after  the  retreat  from  Mom»>w,  it 
was  reduced  to  25,000  men,  which  look  a  position 
behind  the  Saal.  But  France  poi^sessed  a  number 
of  experienced  offieen  of  eitrf  ^rade,  and  a  well 
organized  staff.  In  less  than  six  months  a  new 
army  of  150,000  men  was  formed  of  youoe  sol- 
diers, but  cotoraanded  by  experienced  officersL 
This  army  of  recruits  was  marched  into  Germany 
— was  arrayed  agaiiuii  tbe  veteran  bands  of  Rusaa 
and  Prussia,  fluslied,  as  they  were,  with  victory — 
beat  them  at  Lutzeo,  at  Bautzen,  and  at  Wurtzea 
— took  up  their  position  on  tbe  Oder,  and  oUiged 
the  enemy  to  conclude  an  armistice. 

These  examples  onght  to  wara  us  of  the  daa- 
gen  to  which  a  country  is  exposed  by  a  defective 
o^nizationofthe  military  establishment,  and  con- 
viaoe  us  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its 
perfect  organization  and  from  a  well  appointed 
staff. 

If  then,  this  bill  be  calculated,  as  I  think  I  hav* 
proved,  to  destroy  the  organization  of  the  Army— 
to  make  it  unfit  for  the  only  object  for  which  it 
ought  to  be  maintained — to  render  it  inefficient  im 
of  war,  and  in  that  event  to  involve  us  again 
1  the  disasters  and  difficulties  attendant  on  a 
defective  system,  I  hope  the  Committee  will  unhesi- 
gly  reject  it. 

..•r.  Sterling,  of  New  York,  rose  and  remarked, 
that  he  had  paused,  in  expectation  that  some  of 
the  friends  of  the  hill  would  come  forward  lo  de- 
fend it.  But  he  had  waited  in  vain,  and  he  felc 
it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  him  to  express  his  sen- 
'""  Dts  on  the  subject.     He  could  niat  agree  with. 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1582 


A.PRIL,  1822. 


MiiUary  Ptaoe  EiUMukmtta. 


H.  OP  R. 


ibe gen tlenan  frran  0«orgia,(Mr.  Tathall,)  that 
lb«re  existed  in  ibis  country  a^^oat  the  Army  a 

Estwral  prejudice.  The  asiertion  operBled  as  a 
bel  OD  tne  people  of  tbia  nalion.  He  rould  aot 
beliere  it  poMible  thai  they  were  so  lost  to  grali- 
mde,  aad  ihe  best  feelings  of  ihe  human  heart,  as 
Id  look  with  an  averted  eye  upon  tlie  heroes  thai 
dafended  them  in  the  hoot  of  peril.  If  there  ever 
was  a  set  of  men  who  deserved  tbe  good  will  and 
laHting  regard  of  iheiT  countrymen,  it  was  the 
remnant  of  the  Army  thai  has  survired  the  cold 
and  calculating  policy  that  has  asMiled  them. 
They  are  eo7ered  with  honorahle  Rcart,  and  how- 
erer  little  their  worth  may  be  valued  by  some,  it 
ii  a  mistaken  idea  that  it  is  aol  appreciated  by  the 
nation.  The  question  at  present  is,  not  whether 
we  shall  disbaud  the  Army,  but  whether  we  shall 
cut  off  the  heads  of  that  army,  ll  is  not  whether 
we  shall  tatraduce  a  graduated  system  of  reduc- 
tion, hot  whether  we  sliall  lop  off  the  limbs  which 
give  it  life  and  energy.  And  for  what?  To  nave 
a  Ijlile  money.  I,  too,  said  Mr.  S.,  am  in  favor  of 
saviag  money,  tul  nol  at  the  expense  of  the  safety 
and  isdependeace  of  my  country.  I,  Ipo^  am  in 
fiTor  of  reform,  but  it  is  that  reform  which  build* 
up,  not  that  which  prostrates  and  destroys.  Mr. 
S.  was  apposed  to  the  bill,  because  il  introduced 
into  our  system,  and  indicated  iit  our  Gorerameol, 
a  fluctuating,  and,  of  course,  a  peraicious  policy. 
What  had  been  the  course  of  our  policy  in  rela- 
tion to  thia  subject  7  Al^r  Ihe  war  it  was  Dece»- 
sary  lo  reduce,  and  a  salutary  reduction  was  made, 
to  ten  lkoui»nd  mea.  The  force  thus  reiaiaea 
was  respectable  and  efficient — it  was  popular.  We 
had  not  then  forgoUen  their  services,  or  Ihe  safety 
of  our  CDUotry.  ButsooD  the  sufferings  and  alarm 
we  iiad  endured  faded  from  our  recollection.  Dan- 
ger  receded,  and  the  (ooe  of  ibe  country  relaxed.  In 
1816,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  reoreanize  the 
staff  of  the  Army — it  was  reduced.  In  1618,  a 
further  amputation  look  place.  The  danger  still 
receding,  and  the  solicitudes  of  (he  past  betas  less 
fresh  in  the  mind.  M>me  began  to  think  the  Army 
unpopular  ;  and  hence,  in  1831,  il  was  again  re- 
duced. After  all  these  ordeals,  the  nation  did  be- 
lieve that  the  Army  might  test,  for  a  while  at 
least.  Those  gallant  officers  who  were  still  le- 
taiaed,  and  who  had  not  yet  been  compelled  to 
seek  for  employment  in  the  departments  of  civil 
life,  bad  reason  to  expect  that  they  would  not  be 
disturbed.  But  what  do  we  find  1  Not  twelve 
months  had  elapsed,  before  this  little  hand  was 
attached  by  resolution  afler  resolution  on  your 
taUe.  Mr.  S.  wonld  by  no  means  doubt  the  cor- 
rectneaa  of  the  motives  that  bad  led  to  their  intro- 
duction ;  but  he  did  not  believe  Ihal  such  were  the 
leiaper  and  feeling  of  the  nation.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve they  were  in  favor  of  that  fluctuating  and 
unsettled  policy  which  builds  up  one  day,  and  tears 
down  Ihe  next — which  begins  in  folly  and  ends  in 
weafcaesp.  It  was  a  policy  al  war  with  every 
sound  maxim  of  legislation,  and  with  all  those 
wholesome  rules  of  government  which  teach  us  to 
coofirm  its  strength  by  placing  il  on  the  most  firm 
and  sniMtantiat  basis.  It  was  ruinous  lo  the  Army, 
and   subvemive  of  all  diacipline,  and  opposed  to 


all  correct  and  economical  administration.  It 
shows  8  fickleness  and  instability  in  Congress, 
injurious  to  its  character,  and  deGiruciive  of  ihe 
confidence  of  the  nation.  It  destroys  all  stability 
and  permanency  in  your  Military  Bsiablishmeut. 
No  system  of  defence  can  be  a  eood  one,  unless  it 
is  bottomed  upon  a  i>tabte  and  permanent  basis. 
This  wavering  policy  is  destructive  lo  military 
science,  disheartening  to  all  military  pride  and 
ambition,  aod  is  calculated  to  drive  from  your 
Army  Ihe  best  talents  and  the  most  useful  acquire- 
ments. It  savors  of  persecution  and  iojusiice  to- 
wards (hose  who  have  fought  and  bled  for  the 
country,  and  who  merit  a  better  fate  than  is  held 
out  lo  ihem  by  these  persevering  aod  repealed 
attempts  to  shift  them  off,  and  throw  them  upon 
ibe  world,  unfitted  by  habit  to  mingle  in  its  toils, 
and  gain  a  support  by  its  occupations. 

But  he  (Mr.  S.)  bad  another  objection  to  this 
bill.  It  was  presented  loo  early.  Tne  period  since 
the  la£t  reduction  was  loo  short  to  have  fairly 
tested  the  experiment,  or  proved  the  policy  of  thje 
old  system  or  of  the  new.  Even  Ihe  principles  of 
the  last  reduction  were  not  yet  settled,  as  was  well 
known  and  fully  imderstood.  And  still  we  arc 
again  called  on  to  appiv  the  prunmg  knife,  and 
IbtusI  these  men,  who  nave  fought  our  batdea, 
into  private  life.  Is  il  right  in  respect  lo  iheiai 
Mr.  S.  contended  it  was  unjust,  ungrateful,  and 
oppressive,  and  he  would  express  Ine  views  on 
which  that  sentiment  was  founded.  It  was  un- 
just, because  ihey  will  have  been  deceived  should 
this  bill  pass.  The  very  title  of  the  act  was  ■'  An 
act  to  tMnce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Eslab- 
lisbmeni" — not  an  act  to  reduce  .and  unfix  it  j  to 
set  ii  in  motion  and  to  render  il  uncertain.  It  woe 
not,  indeed,  a  contract — but  it  held  out  good  tea- 
sons  to  expect  that  the  establishment  was  fixed, 
upon  a  baaia  as  permanent  as  peace.  If  ibis  kind 
01  policy  (hen  was  unjust,  it  was  also  ungrateful. 
Mr.  S.  was  aware,  he  ohserved,  thai  it  was  con- 
tended by  some,  that  the  principles  of  gratitude 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  policy  of  Government. 
To  this  doctrine,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  cannot  asaenb 
Qratilnde  is  not  only  a  correct  and  noble  feeling, 
but  was  consistent  with  the  soundest  policy,  ol 
which  this  country  had  set  the  most  s[dendid 
examples.     If  there  are  any  of  the  corps  of  officera 

Ourpose  lo  disband,  and  such  there  are,  whoa* 
flowed  to  secure  and  save  your  country,  U 
he  not  entiiled  to  your  gratitude?  And  what  but 
Ibst  principle  has  induced  you  to  pay  the  pei^ 
sioners  of  the  Revolutionary  war?  Rome  and 
Greece  raised  monuments  to  uieir  departed  heroes, 
and  will  you  not  do  justice  lo  the  livingl  Shall 
we  bear,  and  justly  bear,  the  scorn  and  sneer  of 
princes  and  despots,  who  reproach  republics  with 
ingratitude?    This  wavering  policy  operates  op- 

Sressively  upon  the  officers  proposed  to  be  re- 
uced — and  upon  one  of  my  consliinents  (said  Mr. 
S.)  upon  the  commander-in-chief,  it  bears  with  a 
heavy  hand.  It  aims  at  him  a  severe  and  unde- 
served blow.  His  situation  is  peculiar,  and  de- 
mands from  bis  country,  not  a  cold  and  unfeeling 
course  of  policy,  but  its  sympathy  and  consolation. 
The  hand  of  affliction  is  now  aptm  him.    Tl» 
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God  of  Heaven  has  seen  fit  to  visit  him  with  a 
calamity  «evpre  anJ  dreadful.  And  is  thin  the 
motueni  for  his  couDtry  to  forsake  him?  Whence 
has  this  affliction  befallen  him?  Under  Provi- 
dence, it  has  originated  from  bis  exposures,  his 
suSerings,  and  his  toils,  on  the  Niagara  frontier. 
He  there  took  a  disorder  which  never  left  him 
until  a  more  dreadful  ane  set  in.  In  the  midst  of  I 
this  affliciian^  and  when  health  and  hope  begin  to 
open  upon  hira — when  just  recovering  from  the  ' 
almost  fatal  stroke,  shaU  he  be  abandoned,  and  ' 
stripped  of  hooora  acquired  by  his  blood,  and  of 
emoluments  richly  earned  by  the  greatest  personal 
And  pecuniary  sacrifices?  I  say  pecuniary,  said 
Mr.  S.,  as  well  as  personal — for  true  it  is,  that, 
devoting  himself  to  his  country  and  his  piofesslon, 
bis  private  aflairs  were  confided  to  other  hands, 
and  the  result  is  deep  and  heavy  embarrassment. 
Yes,  sir,  a  handsome  estate  is  deeply  encumbered, 
and  the  effect  of  your  policy  nay  be  to  strip  from 
bim  the  remnant  of  his  savings  rrom  a  life  of  toil, 
of  enterprise,  and  the  most  persevering  industry. 

Mr.  a.  was  opposed  to  the  bill  therefore,  because 
he  contended  it  was  impolitic  to  destroy  the  office 
of  Major  General.  That  officer  was  a  constituent 
of  the  present  system,  and  cannot  be  removed 
without  deranging  and  injuring  its  organization. 
Onr  Army,  said  Mr.  S.,  affords  a  command  equal 
to  that  of  a  Major  General,  and  our  forces  being 
scattered  throughout  numerous  posts,  strengthens, 
instead  of  weakening  the  argument  to  retain  him. 
In  point  of  economy,  we  should  lose  by  abolishing  I 
this  office.  The  occasional  inspection  of  an  officer  j 
of  such  a  grade,  so  nearly  connected  with  the  Gov- 
ernment and  to  whom  the  whole  Army  will  look 
up,  will  nave  a  powerful  influence  to  preserve  dis- 
cipline, order,  and  economy,  in  money  and  in 
property.  It  will  save  more  than  the  eitra  expense 
of  the  office.  If  our  Army  was  to  be  organized 
on  military  principles,  becontended  that  this  office 
was  essential  to  its  correct  regulation  and  disci- 
pline. Ilwaa  impossible  for  theBecretary  of  War 
to  be  familiar  with  all  the  minulia;  and  details  of 
the  Army.  By  this  officer  he  can  be  aided  iri  the 
most  effectual  and  useful  manner,  and  freed  from 
an  intolerable  burden,  which  is  inconvenient,  if 
not  incompatible  with  the  discharge  of  his  otber 
numerous  and  pressing  duties.  But  this  is  not  all. 
Your  Secretary  of  War  often  changes.  This  de- 
ranges and  confuses  the  whole  system,  unless  you 
have  an  officer  of  high  grade  upon  a  permanent 
footing,  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  Army, 
and  responsible  for  them.  This  office  was  also 
«  just  reward  for  high  and  distinguished  services. 
It  excites  emulation,  and  ambition,  and  gives  to 
the  aspirant  for  military  fame  somelhins  to  fix 
bis  eye,  and  stimulate  his  zeal.  It  malies  the 
Army  more  respectable,  and  adds  to  the  character 
and  dignity  of  the  nation.  For  these  and  other 
reasons,  Mr.  S.  hoped  that  officer  would  be  re- 
tained, j 

He  would  not  dwell  long  upon  the  expediency  j 
of  disbanding  theother  officers,  as  proposed  by  the  | 
bill.  That  subject  bad  been  so  fufly  discussed  by 
the  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him.  (Messrs. 
Tatnall  and  Poikbett,)  that  he  "  '   ' 


)uld  forbear 


it  particularly  upon  them.  He  brieflf 
reviewed  the  duties,  &c.,  of  the  adjutant,  surgeon, 
and  inspectors  general,  and  he  thought  it  unwise 
to  legislate  out  of  office  men  of  such  distingabbej 
talents  and  services,  without  very  strong  and  pal- 
pable reasons.  In  respect  to  the  latter,  it  was  an 
office  as  old  as  the  Government,  and  the  substitute 
proposed  was,  iu  his  opinion,  extremely  faulty.  It 
was  an  office  of  detail  and  minutiie,  and  required 
great  skill  and  attention.  Two  were  necessary  on 
account  of  the  posts  being  so  scattered,  and  the 
diSerence  between  the  inspection  of  infantry  and 
artillery.  These  inspectors,  he  observed,  ttavd 
from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  the  Dther,and  make 
to  the  Government  very  valuable  reports,  but  the 
mode  of  inspecting  by  field  officers  was  peculiarly 
improper.  Thev  were  interested  to  conceal  all 
the  defects  in  tneir  own  regiments,  and  collusion 
might  easily  take  place.  And  would  they,  he 
asked,  report  their  own  faults  and  errors?  Be- 
sides, if  tney  inspect  any  regiments  but  their  ovn, 
ibey  must  necessarily  leave  the  latter  destitute.  If 
the  object  is  to  dispense  with  the  department,  then 
abolish  them  and  save  their  salaries,  and  not  trans- 
fer them  where  the  duties  cannot  and  will  not  be 
performed.  Mr.  S.  presented  a  variety  of  other 
considerations  with  respect  to  this  subject,  and 
thoueht  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  plan 
would  go  far  to  ruin  the  Army.  With  respect  to 
the  office  of  surgeon  general,  the  object  was  lo 
save^ltSOO;  and  what  would  be  the  probable  re- 
sult? You  destroy  the  best  arranged  part  of  the 
Army.  You  introduce  disorder,  waste,  and  con- 
fusion,  in  theplaceof  system  and  economy.  Tbers 
was  no  department  better  organized,  or  in  fian 
condition,  or  which  has  been  more  fortunate  in 
its  results  than  this.  By  a  renovation  of  the  sys- 
tem, there  has  been  a  reduction  made  in  the  ex- 
penditure, from  about  seven  lo  three  dollars  pn 
man.  And  how  has  this  been  aceomplishedT  Bjr 
introducing  system,  and  order,  and  responsibiliif. 
The  Surgeon  General  is  the  efficient  head  of  the 
department.  He  has  now  the  sole  responsibility 
of  purehasiDg  and  distributing  the  medical  stores. 
He  knows  all  the  posts  where  the  troops  are  sta- 
tioned— the  climates,  the  diseases,  and  the  wants. 
He  can  tell  whether  the  medicines  are  suitable  for 
this  or  that  post;  the  proper  quantity  and  qualiiyi 
and,  with  his  extensive  knowledge  of  the  country 
and  market,  can  purchase  at  the  lowest  prices  and 
at  the  most  suitable  places.  He  is  responsible  for 
the  whole,  and  hence  the  great  reduction  of  ex- 
peodilure.  And  shall  we  now  go  back  to  what  is 
essentially  the  old  and  wasteful  system  ?  Under 
that,  the  surgeons  of  eoch  post  made  their  requisi- 
tions for  medical  stores  at  their  discretion,  and  the 
commissary  general  of  purchases  directed  the  sap- 
ply  accordingly.  Here  was  room  for  waste,  and 
Ignorance^  and  fraud,  and  by  the  bill  the  reapon- 
sibility  will  be  divided,  which  must  necessarily 
lead  to  similar  results.  Under  the  present  system 
there  had  been  no  defalcations,  no  lost  vouchers. 
The  surgeon  general  and  commissary  general  have 
no  money,  but  it  goes  directly  from  the  Treasury 
into  the  hands  of  those  of  whom  the  purchases 
were  made.    Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to  the  bill  be- 
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cause  the  piesent  organ izatioD  i*  ibe  best  adaMed 
10  keep  op  a  rmd  system  of  Tesponsibility.  Bach 
department  of  tbe  Army  lermiDales  in  a  head  re- 
sponsiUe  for  ita  correct  adminiatrstioa.  This  is 
as  it  should  be,  as  it  beeps  up  a  syaiem  of  respoa- 
sibility,  atteaded  with  the  most  beDeficial  results. 
In  DO  other  way  can  you  establish  an  efficieutand 
well  organized  system.  It  is  more  perfect  tban 
any  berelofore  organized.  Id  case  of  war,  all 
trould  move  with  narmoDy  and  vigor,  each  man 
wvuld  know  his  siatioq,  be  responsible  before  the 
people  for  the  correct  diseharee  of  his  duty,  and 
ail  (hat  waste  of  money  and  destruction  ot  prop- 
erty which  took  place  during  the  late  war,  would 
be  aroided. 

Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to  Ibe  reduction,  because  be 
bdiered  ibe  present  system  was  the  most  econo- 
mical, and  more  so  than  any  other  which  could 
be  deviaed. 

The  whole  object  is  to  save  money.  If  the  pres- 
ent, therefore,  is  a  money-saving  system,  more  so 
than  the  one  proposed,  the  change  must  be  inex- 
pedienL  The  amount  to  be  raved  is  the  emolu- 
ments of  ihe  officers  reduced ;  but  if,  in  doing 
this,  you  derange  the  whole  system,  you  hazard 
the  loss  of  more  than  you  save.    The  great  object 


I  any  system  is,  by  proper  checks,  to  prevent  the 
of  money  and   the   waste   of  property.     Ni 


system  can  be  so  good  as  thai  which  makes  an 
efficient  bead  responsible  for  the  errors  and  Ibe 
waste  of  his  department.  Some  one  known,  prom- 
inent, responsible  officer,  should  be  at  the  head  of 
each  department,  and  remain  accaantable  to  the 
Executive  and  to  the  people  for  Ibe  money  dis- 
bursed in  that  department.  This  is  the  eicetlence 
of  the  present  system,  and  its  results  have  been 
admirable.  Be/ort  it  was  established  all  was  dis- 
order, waste,  and  confusion  ;  n'nee,  the  greatest 
order,  the  most  rigid  economy,  and  the  strictest 
lesponsibilitv,  are  preserved.  Your  records  give 
you  the  results,  which  afibrd  a  most  powerful  and 
conclusif  e  argument  in  favor  of  the  preseot  sys- 
tem. The  proof  is  clear,  the  effects  palpable,  and 
the  causes  are  as  obvious  as  the  results  are  aston- 
ishing. The  law  organizing  the  general  stafl^ 
agreeably  tu  its  present  formalioo,  did  not  take 
effect  until  April,  1818,  and  could  not  be  matured 
before  the  close  of  the  year  1819.  Since  then  the 
expenses  of  the  Army  have  been  reduced  to  an 
extent  and  with  a  rapidity  truly  aurprisiog. 

This  shows  ihe  reduction  per  mait : 
Out  per  man.  Reductim. 

S4S1  00  for  the  year  1818 
434  70  1819  S16  87 

315  88  1830  135  69 

287  02  1831  164  55 

299  46  18S2  153  11 

The  proportion  of  officers  to  the  men  in  1822 
being  greater  than  before,  prevents  tbe  result  of 
that  year  from  being  as  favorable  as  prior  to  that 

Again :  the  whole  expenses  of  the  Army  since 
eiffbieen  hundred  and  eighteen  hare  decreased  as 
foliowa,  viz : 


1818  83,072,495  04    No.  of  Army  8,199 

1819  3,663,735  16  8,4S8 

1820  3,061,884  00  9,693 
1621  2,327,552  13  8,109 
1822  1,929,179  91  6,442 
Adding  «  fair  amount  for  the  difference  in  the 

price  of  nrovisioos,  viz :  from  40  to  39^  per  cen- 
tum in  Ine  price  of  provisions,  and  in  that  of 
clothing  and  medical  stores  from  7  to  8J  pei  cen- 

Again:  In  1818  the  Army  was  8,199  strong, 
and  cost  83,702,495  04. 

Now,  for  tbe  same  force  and  at  the  same  rate 

of  expenditure,  the  cost  would  have  been^  after 

making  allowance  for  difference  in  prices,  viz ; 

For  1819         -        -        -         83,664,105  30 

1880         -       -        -  2,589,900  12 

1831         -        -        -  2,353,270  98 

2,455,272  51 


1821 


Hon. 

81,112,594  92 
1,349,218  06 
1,247,222  50 

And  how  has  all  this  been  accomplished  1  By 
the  plain  and  simjile  principle  of  giving  every  de- 
partment an  efficient  and  responsible  Dead.  By 
the  rigid  control  which  this  has  given  to  the  dis- 
bursements of  public  money;  by  the  preservation 
of  public  property;  and  by  the  prompt  rendition 
and  settlement  of  tbe  accounts  of  disbursing  offi- 
cers. As  an  evideuce  of  the  practical  result  of  the 
system,  it  may  be  slated  as  a  fact,  thai,  in  the  year 
ending  the  Isi  of  June  last,  there  were  ninety-one 
disbursing  officers  in  the  department  of  the  Com- 
missary of  Subsistence,  and  seventy-one  contracts, 
and  all  the  accounts  were  settled,  except  to  the 
amount  of  85,405.  Other  deparlmeDts  are  equally 
prompt.  The  difference  in  the  expense  of  tbe  Sub- 
sistence department  alone,  under  the  old  and  new 
system,  for  the  last  year,  was  $323,489  04. 

•      '■  8800,377  72 


476,888  68 


Such  are  the  results  of  that  enlightened  system 
of  economy  which  pervades  the  present  organiza- 
tion and  administration  of  your  Army.  It  is  in 
this  point  of  view,  so  a  11 -important,  that  the  pre- 
sent system  manifests  itself  to  the  greatest  advan- 
tage. It  is  this  system,  so  welf  organized,  so 
admirably  arranged,  and  productive  of  such  im- 
mense savings,  that  is  now  proposed  to  be  disor- 
ganized. Mr.  S.  was  also  opponed  to  the  bill, 
because  he  regarded  it  as  a  departure.  Dot  only 
from  the  true  principles  of  ecoDomy,  but  because 
the  present  was  the  best  system  for  a  Peace  Estab- 
lishment. It  would  enable  the  Goveruraeat  to 
Cfrom  peace  to  war  with  the  least  danger,  the 
:  expeose,  and  with  bd  efficient  and  powerful 
force.  In  a  Tery  short  period  a  well  organized 
army  could  be  prepared  for  the  field.  You  have 
only  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  companies,  battalions, 
and  regiments,  and  you  are  ready  for  action,  under 
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able,  skilful,  aod  esperi«Doed  comnuDdera.  Il 
gives  vouall  ibe  sdvani&gM  of  a  large  army  in 
lime  of  peace,  witlioui  i(s  dan^r  or  expense.  The 
operation  of  ibe  present  organizatioD  of  the  Army, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  shows  the  excellence 
and  tbe  power  of  the  right  kind  of  economy — that 
which  is  foonded  in  justice  and  regulated  hj  prin- 
ciple— that  which  does  not  lose  a  poond  while 
looking  at  a  penny.  True,  genuine  economy  is  ■ 
great  political  virtue,  and  the  statesman  who  does 
not  possess  it  is  unworthy  of  coafidence;  bnt  there 
is  a  sound  and  enlightened  system  of  econooiy, 
which  ought  never  tn  be  confounded  with  a  false, 
niggardly,  and  short-sighted  parsimony.  False 
economy  is  regardless  of  consequences.  It  looks 
not  to  results,  and  takes  no  broad  and  extended 
view  of  things.  It  saves  by  destroying — breaks 
down  a  system  to  day  to  save  money,  and  is 
obliged  to  build  it  up  again  to-morrow  with  infi- 
nite loss,  and  waste,  and  extravagance.  It  robs 
tbe  intlividuHl  to  replenish  the  Treasury — with- 
holds muney,  because  it  has  the  power — scrutinizes 
little  matters,  and  overlooks  great  ones;  is  without 
order,  system,  or  principle,  and  is  as  much  at  war 
with  private  right  as  with  permanent  public  good. 
But  sound  economy  consists  in  supporting  the  ne- 
cessary establishments  of  the  nation  with  the  least 
passible  expense — in  calling  every  man  to  a  ritfid 
and  prompt  acconnt  for  every  dollar  of  tbe  publie 
money — in  putting  a  stop  to  any  useless  expendi- 
ture— in  keeping  up  a  thorough  system  of  respon- 
sibilitv,  and  in  detecting  and  punishing  public 
defaulters.  Such,  said  Mr.  8.,  is  the  economy  of 
tbe  presest  system,  and  such  had  been  its  opera- 
tioQ.  But  there  were  other  considerations  that 
should  induce  a  rejection  of  this  bill.  Were  it 
even  meritorious  in  itself,  yet  the  time  in  which  it 
Is  brought  forward  is  unpropitious.  By  a  public 
act,  almost  unanimous,  we  had  recognised  tne  in- 
dependence of  the  late  Spanish  provinces  in  South 
America.  The  results  of  that  recognition  could 
not  be  foreseen.  It  was  assuming  an  attitude  that 
might  lead  to  a  war.  The  Holy  Alliance  will 
look  with  an  evil  eye  upon  free  America.  Instead, 
then,  of  crippling  our  military  power  at  this  time, 
be  thoagfat  we  should  make  liberal  appropriations 
to  sostam  and  invigorate  our  Army  and  Navy,  so 
at  to  be  prepared  for  the  worst  cootequences,  at 
the  same  time  we  hope  for  the  best. 

When  Mr.  S.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  EuBTiH  (chairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee) explained  tbe  views  which  had  induced  them 
to  report  the  bill.  The  position,  however,  of  the 
reporter,  and  other  causes,  precluded  him  from 
heorinff  his  remarks  distinctly,  aod,  uf  course,  an 
imperfect  report  only  can  be  made  or  expected. 
He  was  understood  to  say  that  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  urge  the  bill  on  the  House;  but,  having 
reported  it,  it  became  his  duly  to  explain  and  de- 
fend it    The  real  objections  to  which  it  was  lia- 


e  those  which  had  been  urged  bv  tbe  gen- 

from  Qeorgia,  (Mr.  Tatnili.,}  and  the 

gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Poinbett,) 


and  if  what  had  been  said  was  true,  that 
todestroy  the  staff  of  the  Army  without  fn'Otiding 
a  rabititate,  he  would  agree  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 


jected. Mr.  E.  then  adverted  to  the  subject  in 
detail  to  show  that  the  objection  was  not  weU 
founded.  He  would  a^ee  that  the  office  of  Ad- 
jutant General  was  indispensable,  both  as  an  office 
of  the  military  records,  to  issue  orders  and  to  re- 
ceive the  returns.  But  he  contended  that  the 
transfer  which  the  bill  contemplated  was  benefi- 
cial to  the  service.  With  respect  to  abolishing 
the  office  of  Inspector  General,  he  wonld  go  fur- 
ther than  even  the  gentlemen  were  disp(»ed  in 
asserting  its  importance.  It  was  indispensatdy 
Decessary.  And  how  were  the  duties  of  it  to  be 
performed  1  By  detailing  from  the  fidd  officen 
of  the  Army  to  do  thai  duty.  But  gentlemen 
contended  that  it  should  be  done  by  a  separate  and 
distinct  branch,  and  that  officers  detached  for  that 
duty  from  the  line  of  the  Army  would  be  partial 
to  their  own  corps.  Had  genuemeD  adverted  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  Revolutionary  war?  It 
had  been  stated  that  the  Inspector  General  had 
the  rank  of  Major  General,  Did  they  recollect 
the  case  of  the  Baron  Steuben,  who  was  not  only 
the  Inspector  General,  but  a  Major  General,  com- 
manding a  division  1  It  was  a  well  known  fact, 
that,  instead  of  relaxing,  and  beioK  partial  to  hi* 
own  command,  he  was  more  rigid  with  them,  i£ 
possible,  than  with  any  others.  They  feared  his 
eye  more  than  that  of  any  other  inspector,  and  he 
was  extremely  vigilant  to  see  that  his  command 
appeared  as  well  at  least  as  that  of  any  in  tbe 
Army.  Qut  it  was  objected  that  the  officers 
would  inspect  their  own  regitueats.  With  tbe 
exception,  however,  of  those  stationed  at  tbe 
Council  Bluffi,  near  Pensacola,  and  at  Sackelt'a 
Harbor,  he  believed  there  was  no  whole  raiment 
at  anyone  point  in  the  couDiry;andbeapprenended 
no  danger  from  any  partiality  the  officers  might 
feel  towards  their  own  commands — but  on  the 
contrary,  believed,  so  far  as  it  could  have  any  in- 
fluence, It  would  be  an  incitement  to  a  more  vigi- 
lant scrutiny.  It  was  also  objected  that  the  om- 
eers  would  seek  for  popularity.  He  would  grant 
it ;  but  it  was  a  popularity,  he  contended,  tluit 
would  consist  in  endeavors  to  please  their  superior 
officer,  by  making  rigid  inspections  and  faithful 
returns.  It  was  also  contended  that  thia  extra, 
duty  would  take  the  field  officers  away  from  tbeit 
proper  duties ;  perbaps  they  would  leave  behind 
them  as  eood  omcers  as  themselves.  Mr.  E.  ob- 
served, Inat  he  wished  to  retain  the  Inspect<» 
General.  He  regarded  his  worth,  his  valor,  and 
his  intelligence;  but  they  could  not  save  every 
valuable  officer,  nor  legislate  for  particular  men. 
It  was  .well  known  that  there  were  many  field 
officers  from  whom  a  selection  might  be  made, 
with  perfect  convenience,  and  without  the  least 
detriment  to  the  service,  who   were  ranineiiily 

Sualified  for  this  duly.  With  respect,  also,  to 
le  talents  and  services  of  the  Surgeon  General, 
he  fully  agreed  to  all  that  had  been  said  in  his 
favor.  But,  if  individual  worth  was  to  retain  any 
man,  there  would  be  no  reduction  at  all.  The 
object,  in  this  itistancc,  was  to  detail  a  surgeon 
for  the  duty,  and  to  save  the  expense  of  a  separate 
bureau.  The  bill  contained  a  provision  for  the 
Surgeon  General,  in  a  more  subordinate  station, 
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indeed,  bat  he  hoped  (hat  gentleman  would  be 
diiposed  lo  accept  it,  whea  Congress  bought  pro- 
per to  reduce  the  esublisfameDt.  Mr.  E.  would 
admit  that  be  did  not  think  the  calculation  of  bs' 
ing  was  a  primatj  object.  He  would  agree  thi 
the  itaS*  of  the  Armjr  was  its  main-spring  and 
life,  and  he  would  uot  coDtribute  to  destroy  a  Tal- 
oaUe  department  of  it  for  twice  the  expense  which 
it  cost  to  raaintain  it ;  bat  could  aeitber  agree  that 
the  proposed  reduction  would  injure  the  serrice, 
nor  that  it  would  not  make  a  sariDg  of  money. 
With  retpect  to  the  Qjiattamasier  General,  he 
would  agree  that,  for  aa  army  of  6,000  men,  he 
thought  the  rank  of  Colonel  was  ai  high  as  its 
eilent  would  justify.  He  made  honorable  men- 
tion of  tbe  Tutues  and  talents  of  that  officer. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stbhuno,) 
had  alluded  to  the  gallant  wrrices  of  tbe  Corn- 
man  der^^n-Chief  as  a  reason  for  retaining  him. 
Mr.  K-  appreciated  fully  tbe  serriees  of  that  dia- 
imguisbed  officer ;  but  be  contended,  as  a  general 
{Htnciple,  that  neither  tbe  iipirit  of  our  country, 
nor  [he  goiins  of  out  Gorernment,  would  author- 
ize the  retaining  of  officers  when  their  services 
were  no  longer  wanted.  Such  were  ^  riews, 
and  such  was  the  practice  of  Waahioglon.  The 
gentleman  from  Sooth  CaroJina  (Mr.  Poinsbtt) 
has  objected  lo  abolishing  the  additional  pay  an- 
nexed to  rank  by  brevet.  Mr.  E.  contended,  how- 
ever, as  a  matter  of  principle,  that  no  officer,  in 
lime  of  peace,  should  receive  additional  compen- 
sation on  that  accoonL  The  present  Brigadiers, 
it  appeared,  from  documoits  on  tbe  table,  were 
decided,  by  the  Attorney  General,  to  be  entitled 
to  the  pay  of  Major  Generals.  But  was  such  the 
iatenlioo  of  the  law?  Brevet  officers  were  enti- 
tled lo  the  dUtinctioB  of  their  rank,  but  not  to  the 
pay  of  that  tank.  In  respect  to  the  alteration 
contemplated  in  the  lospection  departtnent,  it  bad 
been  further  objected  that  the  field  officers 


could  be  done,  and  the  officers  would  have  to 
travel  but  little  distance,  whereaK  the  Inspector 
General  has  to  traverse  a  vast  extent  of  country. 
Mr.  E.  believed  that  (he  present  iDspector  General 
could  never  be  exceeded  in  the  pcrformaace  of  hia 
duty.  He  had  only  risen,  however,  to  answer  the 
objections  that  bad  been  urged;  and,  should  tbe 
bill  be  rejected,  there  was  no  one  whom  it  would 
disturb  less  than  himself.  He  would  only  add  his 
belief,  that,  by  the  provisions  contained  in  the  bill, 
tbe  command  of  the  Army  would  be  brought 
within  a  smaller  compass,  and  under  the  more  im- 
mediate inspection  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  and 
that,  instead  of  the  present  circuitous  course,  all 
orders,  relurna,  inspections,  and  informations, 
would  pass  in  a  direct  line  between  the  head  to 
the  most  remote  branches  of  service. 

Mr.  BASBETTasked  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
so  aa  to  have  each  section  put  se}Niratel^. 

Mr.  Wooi>cocE  anaouQced  his  intention,  shoald 
the  House  refuse  to  strike  out  the  first  section, 
hereafter  to  propose  some  ameodments  thereto ; 
B  expressed  a  wish  to  make  known 
n  tbe  subject,  and,  the  hour  being 


Honse  do  come  tc 


late,  be  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and  report 
progress ;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 

adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  16. 
Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  (be  Public 
Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  tbe 
Senai^  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certaii) 
public  lands  for  the  eneouraKcment  of  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  vine  and  olive,'"  repor[ed  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  ordered  lo  be  read 
a  third  lime  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  tbe 
motion  made  and  depending  yesterday,  viz.  that 
five  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  tbe 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any  part 
of  the  public  expenditures  can  be  retrenched  with- 
out detriment  to  the  public  service.  &c.  be  printed 
for  tbe  use  of  the  members  of  the  Honse ;  when  it 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  ordered  that  the 
said  motion  lie  on  the  table — ayes  63.  noes  43. 

Mr.  BuTLEB  moved  that  tbe  Houi 
the  following  resolution  vi 
Sttohed,  That  the  Committee  on  UanartctDree  be 
■truclMl  to  report  SDch  evidence  or  eetimalet  u  may 
in  tbeir  power,  ibowiDc  the  innnsl  amanat  and 
cart  of  the  iav>  material  coasamed  in  aaj  Mle  or  more 
tnanche*  of  manufscture,  (he  number  of  pcraoni  am- 
plojed,  the  (mount  of  wsBes  paid,  tbe  amount  of  capi- 
tal invested  in,  and  tbe  amount  of  the  aiticlis  annuallj 
maanfactnied,  and  their  market  value. 

The  resolution  being  read,  the  question  was  ta- 
ken. Will  the  House  agree  thereto  }  and  was  de- 
termined in  ihenegative. 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
which  is  committed  tbe  joint  resolution  provid- 
ing further  security  in  tbe  transmisvioo  of  the  pub- 
lic mails  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affair*  made  on  tbe 
2d  instant,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1B21,  to  reduce  and  fix  the 
Military    Peace    GMsbllsbraenl    of  tbe    Uoited 
States  :  whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the  said 
report  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  on  the  state  of  (he  Union. 
The  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged 
im  the  further  consideration  of  the^oint  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  use  of  Imtay's  new  invented 
patent  for  ihe  security  of  the  mail,  and  the  aame 
being  laid  on  the  table — 
Mr.  Batehan  moved  two  amendments,  the  one 
make  it  imperative  upon,  instead  of  dbcretiona- 
with  the  Postmaster  General  to  obtain  and  use 
e  said  improvement ;  and  the  other  striking  out 
e  direction  to  pay  the  expense  from  the  contin- 
gent funds  of  the  Post  Office  Department ;  which 
were  respectively  adopted,  and  the  resolution  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Patterbon  called  for  the  considention  of 
the  resolution,  by  faim  submitted  some  weeks 
since,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  respective  De- 
partments, at  the  commencement  of  ilie  next  sea- 
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sioD,  to  report  to  this  Houk  whether  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  same  are  inefficient  or  can  be  dis- 
pensed with,  dec.  I 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  laj'  the  resolution  on  (he  I 
table;  which  was  lost— ayes  45j  noes  56. 

A  verbal  modification,  saggested  by  Mr.  Ful-  ' 
LER,  was  agreed  to  ;  and,  after  remarks  thereon  by  | 
Mr.  Walwobth,  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr.  Whiqht,  Mr. , 
Patterbon,  Mr.  Mallaby,  and  Mr.  CoNniCT, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  House  took 
into  consideration  a  bill  from  the  Senate  concern- 
to^  the  localioQ  of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
Missouri.  A  discussion  ensued  upon  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  the  bill 
being  supported  by  Mc.  Scott  and  Mr.  RaNKin, 
and  opposed  byMr.  Cocke  and  Mr.  McC&y  ;  and, 
the  question  being  taken,  the  engrossment  was  or- 
dered—ayes 74.     So  the  bill  is  to  be  read  a  third 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allbn,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  House  agreed  to  consider  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, supplementary  (o  an  act  for  the  relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day  of 
July,  1820 ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  bv  Mr.  Ran- 
K[N,  explanatory  of  the  necessity  for  the  bill,  and 
by  Mr.  McCoy  on  Ibe  same  side,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Senate. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers, 
volunteers,  and  other  personsengagedin  the  Semi- 
nole campaign,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  John  Donoelson,  Thomas  Carr,  and 
others;"  "Anact  to  authorize  the  building  of  light- 
houses therein  mentioned,  and  foToiherpurposes ;" 
"An  act  to  repeal  the  fourteenth  section  of  'An 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Eslablish- 
meol,'  passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1B21 ;"  "An 
act  to  authorize  and  empower  the  corporation  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, to  drain  the  low  grounds  on  and  near  the 
public  reservations,  and  to  improve  and  ornament 
certain  parts  of  such  reservations;"  and  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rejiresentatives  of  Green- 
bury  H.  Murphy ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the 
f  the  House. 


MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABUSHMENT. 

The  House  then  resolved  Itself  into  a  Commil- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  on  the 
bill  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
duce and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of 
the  United  Slates." 

The  question  recurred  on  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill- 
Mr.  CocKB  remarked,  that  he  understood  the 
quesiLoQ  before  the  Commitiee  to  be  on  striking 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill.  In  examining  the 
merits  of  this  section,  it  would  be  proper,  in  the 
first  place,  to  show  that  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  were  in  favor  of  it,  were  not  tenable. 


Mr.  C.  would  agree,  that  the  inspection  of  the 
Arm^  ought  lo  be  kept  up ;  and  he  would  also 
admit  that  the  duties  of  the  Adjutant  General 
should  be  performed;  but  he  contended  they  should 
be  done  in  such  way  as  was  consistent  with  the 
public  good.  He  would  never  consent  that  a 
strict  scrutiny  into  the  conduct  of  our  public  ser- 
vants, whether  in  the  military  or  civil  department, 
should  be  dispensed  with.  But,  in  the  reduced 
stale  of  our  finances,  it  was  proposed  to  examine 
and  see  if  the  public  burdens  could  not  be  lessened 
without  injury  to  the  public  service.  Mr.  C.  would 
not  legislate  for  men.  He  had  as  much  confidence 
in  the  nresent  incumbents  as  other  gentlemen; 
but,  if  their  services  could  be  dispensed  with,  and 
the  public  sustain  no  injury,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  Ik  done.  The  gentleman  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Stgbliho,}  bad  contended  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  treat  the  officers  with  gratitude. 
Mr.  C.  would  admit  it  in  its  fullest  extent.  But 
could  an  instance  be  pointed  out  in  which  it  had 
not  been  grateful  ?  If  there  bas  been,  at  any  lime, 
a  vacancy  in  ihe  civil  department,  have  they  not 
been  the  first  persons  selected  to  fill  it  ?  The  only 
exception  that  he  could  remember  was  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  Commissioners  under  the  Spanish 
Treaty.  The  officers,  he  thought,  were  the  pecu- 
liar favorites  of  the  Government.  Vet  he  could 
not  agree  to  keep  any  men  in  office  longer  than 
the  public  interest  required.  If  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Stbblino)  could  show  any 
practical  use  or  benefit  in  retaining  the  Major  Gen- 
eral, he  (Mr.  C.)  would  vote  for  retaining.  He 
entertained  for  htm  a  great  personal  respect.  But 
can  he  have  a  command  at  any  point  *  At  the 
Council  Blufis  there  are  about  six  hundred  men  ; 
at  Sackett's  Harbor  about  five  hundred ;  aad  at 
New  York  two  or  three  companies.  Is  it  neces- 
sary that  we  should  have  a  Major  General  to  com- 
mand them  ?  Shall  he,  iben,  be  called  on  to  di»- 
cbarge  the  duties  of  a  command  to  which  no  force 
in  the  country  is  adequate  7  There  is  nothing  for 
him  to  do,  unless  he  also  is  made  an  Inspector. 
Almost  all  our  superior  officers  have  been  made 
Inspectors.  The  Iwo  Bri^diers  have  lately  re- 
turned from  this  service,  m  addition  to  the  In- 
spector General.  One  reason  which  the  gentle- 
man has  urged  in  favor  of  retaining  the  Major 
General  is,  tbat  he  is  embarrassed  in  his  pecnoiary 
concerns,  occasioned  by  his  devoiion  lo  his  coun- 
try and  his  profession.  Mr.  C.  would  only  say, 
that,  if  ihe  fact  were  so,  it  was  not  his  country 
that  bad  embarrassed  him.  From  the  year  1617 
to  1830,  the  Major  General  received  upwards  of 
$6,000,  besides  extras  to  the  amount  of^  upwards 
of  Sl.OOO  thousand  dollars  more.  Last  year,  in- 
deed, ois  compensation  was  reduced  to  aliout  S^,- 
500 ;  but,  with  such  liberal  allowances,  he  thought 
the  country  could  not  be  charged  with  contritot- 
ing  to  bis  misfortunes.  He,  Mr.  C,  was  as  little 
disposed  to  make  tbe  Army  inefficient  as  any  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor,  and,  if  it  could  be  fully  shown 
that  the  bill  would  do  it  a  real  injury,  he  would 
vote  against  ii.  But  until  that  time  he  should 
support  it.  It  was  not  necessary,  at  present,  to 
bring  into  view  Ihe  situation  of  the  country.    The 
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state  of  the  Treasury  was  well  knowa  to  be  iitcb 
that  we  were  compelled  to  refiort  to  loaos. 

Hr.  C.  examined  the  details  of  the  bill,  end  re- 
marked, that,  if  it  should  pass,  it  would  concen- 
trate the  military  system  lo  a  point  to  the  city  of 
Washington.     There  would  be,  in  fact,  a  reor- 

SnizBtioD  of  the  whole  Army.  The  gentleman 
>ai  Georgia,  (Mr.  Tathall,)  contended  that 
inspection  was  necessary,  and  thai  there  was  no 
pioTision  for  it  in  the  bill.  If  this  argument  were 
founded  in  fact,  it  would  be  conclusive.  But 
conld  not  the  inspection  be  as  well  and  as  faith- 
folly  done  by  officers  detailed  for  that  purpose,  as 
by  persoas  specially  appointed  7  If  the  experi- 
ment should  not  prove  beneticia],  it  would  be  easy 
to  rvrert  to  the  present  system.  The  same  might 
be  said  of  the  Adjutant  General's  denartmeni. 
It  was  less  expensive,  and  worth  the  trial — and  if. 
at  the  end  of  twelve  months,  il  should  be  founa 
injnnous,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  going 
back.  It  wtts  always  easier  to  create  officers  than 
lo  get  clear  of  them.  There  was  no  sort  of  diffi- 
culty in  getting  the  offices  filled.  Mr.  C.  expressed 
the  most  unlimited  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
correctness  of  the  Inspector  General,  but,  if  the 
GoTernment  did  not  want  his  further  services,  he 
thongbt  it  was  a  sufficient  reaion  why  the  office 
should  be  dispensed  with.  The  expenses  of  trans- 
portation in  that  department,  said  Mr.  C,  are 
enormous,  and  we  have  two  Inspectors,  which  was 
certainly  more  than  was  necessary.  The  Adju- 
tant Genervl  is  only  the  secretary  of  the  Major 
General.  He  keeps  a  bureau  at  the  Seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, and  a  Brigadier  might  as  well  perform 
the  duty.  The  Q,uartermasier  and  Subsistence 
departments  must  be  kept  up.  In  this,  said  Mr. 
C,  we  agree.  All  others  in  time  of  peace,  should 
be  reduced  lo  the  smallest  number  possiole.  It 
had  been  said  that  the  science  of  the  Army  should 
be  retained.  Had  not  experience  shown  that  this 
expectation  was  fallacious  ?  Had  we  not  a  peace 
establishment  before  the  last  war?  And  what 
was  the  result?  The  old  officers  performed  little 
or  no  service.  It  was  the  young  officers  who 
gained  the  battles.  The  old  ones  seemed  to  ''  — 
forgotten  all  they  had  ever  known.  This 
Mr.  C.  stated,  would  save  about  8110,000, 
with  the  amendments  contemplated  it  would  save 
upwards  of  9400,000,  which,  in  the  present 
dition  of  OUT  fiscal  concerns,  was  not  an  u 
portaut  saving. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  Q/lt.  Tatnall,) 
had  olneeted  that,  in  case  of  a  Brigadier  being 
ordereo  to  a  distant  post,  his  place  could  not  be 
supplied.  But  the  bill  provides  for  that  contin- 
gency. He  would  not  contend  that  the  bill  wa: 
perfect  In  one  particular  he  wished  to  amend 
-•     But  he  was  for  going  further  than  the  bill 


eetling  clear  of  the  ho«t  of  unemployed  officers. 
That  they  are  unemployed,  your  gallery  daily  and 
sufficienily  shows.      He  ho^Kd  the  Committee 


iFould  not  strike  out  this  section  of  the  bill.  He 
-would  add  one  word  with  regard  to  the  Surgeon 
General.  He  would  admit  (hat  he  had  been  a 
raluable  officer ;  but,  in  calcnlating  the  retrench- 
ments of  this  department,  gentlemen  had    no) 


taken  into  consideration  the  material  reductions 
in  the  price  of  the  supplies,  which  had  contrib- 
uted greatly  to  the  result  wnich  had  been  stated. 
Mr.  J.  Speed  Shitb  replied  in  a  speech  of  con- 
siderable length. 

Mr.  WoODCOCx  said  that  it  was  with  great 
deference  that  he  had  proposed  the  amendments 
the  bill  now  before  tne  Committee,  a  bill  drawn 
by  the  honorable  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Military  Affairs,  (Mr.  EcBTia,)  a  gentleman 
in  whose  military  experience  he  bad  the  greatest 
confidence.  But,  believing  as  he  did,  (hat  ihe 
present  organization  of  the  peace  establishment 
was  too  expensive  for  its  utility,  and  that  the  bill, 
as  reported,  would  not  remedy  the  evil,  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  propose  the  amendments,  and  briefly 
submit  his  views  on  the  subject.  His  object  was 
o  destroy  the  Army,  asliad  been  alleged,  but 
retain  such  an  establishment,  and  such  an  one 
only,  as  was  sufficient  in  time  of  peace,  and  such 
only  as  could  be  brought  within  the  (unnpass  of  a 
reasonable  expense.  Mr.  W.  observed,  that  it  had 
been  stated,  and  stated  correctly,  that  the  property 
of  the  United  Slates  belonging  to  the  War  De- 
partment, was  scattered  over  the  various  parts  of 
(be  Union,  and  that  it  should  be  preserved  ;  our 
military  depots  guarded,  and  out  frontier  protected. 
He  admitted  the  principle  to  the  full  extent,  and 
'  itever  might  be  the  expense  of  au  army,  suffi- 
ii  for  all  these  purposes,  he  would  retain;  but 
beyond  that  he  did  not  believe  an  army  in  time 
of  peace  useful.  He  considered  it  at  war  with 
our  Constitution,  and  the  genius  of  our  Govem- 
lent  to  keep  an  army,  when  we  were  at  peace 
ith  the  wnole  world,  in  anticipation  that  we 
lay  have  a  war;  and  such  is  the  Bremen ts  of  the 
mtlemen  who  have  preceded  me  in  this  debate. 
Te  have  been  told  that  it  is  necessary  to  retain 
officers  beyond  what  is  wanted  for  tne  existing 
establishment,  that  our  country  may  receive  the 
benefit  of  their  military  skill,  should  they  be  en- 
gaged in  another  war.  Again,  we  are  told  that 
gratitude  for  those  who  have  fought  our  battles, 
and  defended  our  country,  requires  us  to  retain 
them  in  office,  even  if  their  services  are  not  re- 
quired. Mr.  W.  said,  he  had  mistaken  the  chai- 
aclers  of  the  officers  of  the  last  war,  if  that  was 
the  kind  of  gratitude  they  asked.  Sir,  the  exam- 
ples of  those  brave  men.  who  fought  your  battles 
in  the  Revolution  is  not  lorgotten  ;  the  same  spirit 
which  actuated  them,  and  Ted  to  victory,  inspired 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  to  return 
to  private  life  when  their  services  were  no  longer 
useful  to  their  country,  and  always  ready  when 
their  services  should  be  required,  again  to  take  the 
sword  and  defend  your  liberties  j  and  they  ask 
the  same  gratitude,  not  an  office,  by  the  way  of 
pension,  but  the  blessings  of  a  free  people,  and 
remembrance  in  the  day  of  adversity.  Office, 
said  Mr.  W.,  should  be  created  and  filled  for  the 
benefit  of  the,nation,  not  the  individual.  Neither, 
in  his  opinion,  ought  Government  to  retain  a 
single  officer  on  the  principle  thai  we  may  have 
a  war,  and  may  want  their  service.  The  gentle- 
man, my  colleague,  (Mr.  Steblino,)  has  called 
our  attention  to  Greece  and  Rome  for  example. 
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Mr.  W.  said  be  wanted  no  examplei  from  Greece 
or  Rome,  either  for  our  military  or  civil  ioBtilu- 
tioDa;  our  babils,  nmatioa,  and  Goverameiit,  is 
diflereol.  But  should  it,  aa  the  geDtlemea  say, 
again  be  our  misfoiiune  to  have  another  war,  wc 
have  the  materials  for  a  sufficient  army  always 
at  hand.  They  are  to  be  fouod  in  every  State  in 
the  Uaion,  and  he  had  rather  take  a  man  from 
his  farm,  or  merchandise,  to  command  an  army, 
than  be  who  held  the  rank  of  an  officer,  without 
the  service.  If  you  retaio  officers,  give  them  ser- 
vice, for  he  who  is  an  office  but  in  name,  and  U 
■ot  required  to  perform  the  duty  attached  to  the 
office,  in  a  few  years  becomes  worthless  to  him- 
self, and  useless  to  his  country.  If,  said  Mr.  Vf-, 
ire  must  retain  supernumerary  officers,  not  re- 
quired for  the  present  service,  he  should  recom' 
mend  placing  them  in  the  Military  Academy, 
where  they  might  uadeq^o  a  rigid  discipline,  lead 
aa  active  li£e,  and  retain  at  least  habits  of  indus- 
try, and  the  theory  of  war.  Mr.  W.  adv^ted  to 
the  appeal  which  his  friend,  Mr.  S.  bad  so  elo- 
qneutLy  made  to  the  gratitude  and  good  feeling 
of  this  House,  in  favor  of  the  Major  General, 
who,  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  repotted,  U 
to  be  dispensed  with.  Mr.  W.  expressed  his  per- 
aoaal  respect  for  that  officer ;  be  bad  known  and 
admired  bim  ;  the  best  feelings  of  his  heart  wet« 
ia  his  Eavor,  but  be  must  separate  bis  official  du- 
ties from  his  personal  feelings;  be  came  to  legis- 
late for  bis  country,  not  for  individuals ;  and  he 
thought  his  friend,  Mr.  S.,  had  mistaken  the  high 
and  honorahte  feelings  of  the  hero  of  Niagara 
and  Chippewa,  if  he  supposed  that  be  would  con- 
descend to  accept  a  compensation  from  his  coun- 
try for  services  no  longer  required. 

Mr.  W.  said,  be  woidd  be  the  last  who  woold 
say  to  the  officers  who  have  foucht  your  battles, 
retire,  if  they  could  be  beneficially  employed  ' 


the 


This 


.a  not  his  object,  but  to  keen 


in  service  ihoee  only  who  could  be  thus  employed. 
He  was  in  favor  of  retaining  the  Adjutant,  In- 
spector, and  Surgeon  QeneraJs ;  that  the  officers 
at  the  head  of  these  departments  should  be  re- 
tained, he  had  no  doubt.  If  you  keep  an  army. 
Eve  each  department  a  competent  officer  at  its 
•d  ;  for  without  that,  your  whcde  system  is  de- 
strayed.  On  thi(  point  he  shonld  not  dwell.  That 
nmi^idmeol  whicn  he  had  the  honor  to  propose 
bad  been  adi^ted,  and  he  thourht  the  remarks  of 
the  honorable  gendeman  from  (Jmrgia  (Mr.  Tat- 
kall)  on  that  part  of  the  bill  conclusive.  But, 
that  the  regiments  and  companieH  should  be  con- 
solidated, Ibis  skeleton  system  done  away,  and  the 
■upemnmerary  officers  disbanded,  he  had  nodoubt. 
Your  Army,  as  now  organized,  consists  of  four 
regiraents  of  artillery,  nine  companies  eaob,  and 
seven  regiments  of  infantry,  ten  companies  each. 
To  these  regiments  and  companies,  you  have  more 
than  four  oundred  commissioned  officers — this 
without  your  staff,  and  when  the  strength  of  your 
Army,  including  your  general  siafl*,  corps  of  engi- 
neers, officer!)  uf  ordnance,  academic  staff,  and  the 
cadets  of  the  military  academy,  is  but  five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-four.  Out  of  this  num- 
ber there  is  but  about  four  ihonaand  priraiea,  giving 


about  four  hundred  to  each  regiment ;  and  to  you 
r«fiments  of  artillery,  forty-eight  conuniuiaari 
officers )  infantry,  thirty'three.  Mr.  W.  would  tsk 
whether  these  officers  could  be  all  usefully  (m- 
ployed  1  For  one,  he  thought  not,  and  if  not,  be 
must  have  othn  and  better  reasons  assigned,  to  coa- 
vince  him  this  amendment  ought  not  to  be  adopted. 
We  have,  but  forty-six  military  posts ;  at  some  of 
these  there  are  stationed  but  three  and  fire  men. 
Officers  cannot  be  required,  unless  to  recruit,  where 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  men  Ibr  a  cn- 
poral's  guard  ;  and  will  you  not  have  a  anfficittf 
number  of  officers  sboiud  you  consolidate  yon 
regiments  and  companies  agreeable  to  the  ameod- 
ments  which  he  had  submitted  1  It  cannot  be<t^ 
Died  that,  for  every  purpose,  eitbo'  to  discipline 
your  men,  guard  your  posts,  superintend  your  mil- 
itary depots,  or  uke  care  of  your  jiroperty,  you 
will  bare  officers  sufficimt.     There  is  but  oae'ir- 

Sucuent  in  favor  of  a  ^letou  army.  It  is,  u  be 
ad  before  observed,  to  have  your  army  so  orgta- 
ized' that  you  can  eipuid  it  In  case  of  a  war;  ud 
to  support  ttus  principle,  the  0]^neals  of  Ibe 
amendinent  are  coinpdled  to  resort  to  this  ■ign- 
nent :  keep  yonr  officers  in  service;  give  tliem 
pay  whether  you  can  employ  them  or  not ;  for, 
should  theyivtire  to  private  lif&  to  habits  of  ifldoi- 
try,  and  bcome  our  most  useful  cittzens,  they  will 
lose  all  military  science,  and  forg«t  the  art  of  wir; 
sjid  should  our  couiklry  again  be  engaged  in  wit, 
and  their  services  again  required,  the;  will  tdl 
you,  "  We  were  driven  from  the  Army ;  you  mast 
call  on  <Hber  men  to  fight  your  battles."  Thisi' 
an  imputation  upon  those  brave  men  which  they 
do  Bol  deserve..  Mr.  W.  said  be  hazarded  notbiog 
in  saying,  the  officer  who  ought  to  be  retained  on 
any  aybtem,  who,  should  be  be  discharged  from 
the  service  by  the  adoption  of  the  amendmeat, 
will  not  thank  you  to  retain  him  in  your  peace 
establishment  any  longer  than  you  have  duties  Ibr 
him  to  perform.  It  lus  been  asked  by  my  friead, 
(Mr.  STiBUNfl,)  will  you  drive  men  from  lheIe^ 
vice  who  have  made  military  science  their  p^ofF^ 
■ion — who  know  no  other  business,  and  who  are 
fit  for  no  other  1  And  if,  said  Mr.  W.,  he  uadci- 
Btood  the  gentleman,  "  will  you  cut  their  hesdi 
oSV  The  gentleman  and  myself  differ  as  to  the 
character  of  those  officers  who  would  be  of  aoj 
o  us  in  the  event  of  a  war.  The  man  who  i^ 
naeless,  and  worth  nothing  in  private  life,  ia  worib 
but  very  little  in  public — yes,  so  little,  he  had  bel- 
ter be  out  of  the  Army  than  m.  Mr.  W.  was  uo 
williug  to  believe  there  was  any,  be  hoped  not  any; 
of  that  character  b  the  Army. 

But  he  who  is  fit  to  command  your  army,  is  fit 
and  willing  to  retire  to  i>rivate  life  when  his  coun- 
try no  longer  requires  bis  service.  For  the  truth 
of^ this,  he  should  not  appeal  to  Greece  and  Borne; 
be  would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  to 
the  close  of  the  RevolutioD ;  there  lie  will  find 
men,  whose  names  are  identified  with  the  liberty 
ir  country,  who  retired  to  private  life.  Nei- 
ther they  nor  their  friends  (when  I  say  friendi,  I 
mean  the  people  of  the  United  Stales)  understood 
the  doctriae  that  officers  were  to  be  retained  on  a 
Ptace  Establishment,  to  build  on  in  case  of  war. 
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Tbis  doctrine  is  of  more  recent  datej  it  was  first 
taught  in  1797  aad  1798,  when  the  French  were 
OD  the^ve  of  invading  our  country.  It  was  then 
thought  Decessary  to  have  an  army  of  officers 
without  men :  and,  had  the  French  landed  «q  our 
shores,  the  skeleton  army  would  have  expanded  to 
a  host,  and  protected  every  foot  of  our  territory 
frotn  tbeinTBder.  Fortunately,  the  French  tboug-ht 
it  adrisabte  to  keep  the  other  side  of  the  Altantic. 
The  army  of  officers  were  diebaDded,Biid  you  hear 
no  more  of  them  until  the  IbbI  session  of  Congress. 
Then  Coogre»  became  alarmed  thai  Spain  might 
not  ratify  the  treaty  ceding  to  ua  the  FJoridas. 
It  was  found  iKcessary  to  have  another  army  of 
iMoen  without  men.  When  it  was  undentood 
that  the  treaty  was  ratified — that  the  Floridas  were 
OBfs — oe  army  wanting  to  take  them — it  was  to 
be  hinted  there  wonld  De  no  longer  a.  pretext  for 
keeping  this  akeletoD  syslera.  But  new  dangers 
are  foreteen.  Tbe  late  recognition  of  the  Span- 
iifa  provinces  may  lead  to  a  war ;  and  the  siorrB  of 
w«[  is  foreseen  in  every  part  of  the  politicBl  hori- 
zob;  and  it  is  with  trium[^  asked,  will  you  de- 
stroy your  little  army  tm  the  eve  of  a  war  7  Will 
you  invite  aggression  by  destroying  all  means  of 
defence  7  Mr.  W.  observed  thai  he  would  neither 
destroy  the  Army  nor  inviie  agression  or  inva- 
siod ;  be  would  render  tbe  Army  useful  by  retain- 
ing only  those  who  could  be  usefully  employed. 
B^  he  must  be  pardoned  for  refusing  to  give  full 
faith  to  the  political  wisdom  of  those  gentlemen 
whose  prophetic  eye  always  discovered  danger 
when  yon  propose  any  reduciion  in  the  expenses 
of  your  Government. 

We  may  have  war,  and,  should  it  come,  bfi 
trusted  his  country  wonld  be  aUe  to  meet  it,  and 
again  mainisin  our  rights.  The  defence  of  your 
coaniry  is  in  her  citizens  and  her  free  insliiuiions. 
Let  your  citizens  have  confidence  in  your  Govern- 
ment, and  they  want  no  xtanding  armies  in  time 
•f  peace.  Let  tbem  know  that  your  Government 
b  tdtninistered  with  prudence  aad  economy ;  that 
the  system  you  are  pursuing  will  not  entail  on 
tbem  and  their  posterity  a  naUonal  debt ;  and  tbey 
will  defend  your  rights.  A  well-organized  mill- 
li>  is  their  motto.  And  believe  me,  said  Mr.  W., 
I  had  i«Iber  nearly  an  half  million  in  your  Treas- 
ury, which  must  be  annnaily  spent  in  the  pay  of 
ywr  Eopemumerary  officere,  should  be  appro- 
priated towards  the  payment  of  your  national 
debt. 

Mr.  W.  said  be  might  be  called  a  Radical,  tot 
wishing  to  adopt  a  system  of  economy  in  the  sev- 
en! departments.  He  was  indifferent  as  to  names. 
But  it  was  a  fact,  and  not  to  be  diwuised,  that  all 
the  naooey  we  could  save  would  be  wanted  to 
meet  Uw  payments  of  our  national  debt,  as' fast  as 
it  became  dw. 

But  a  few  weeks  bad  elapaed  when  the  bill  for 
the  nehaoge  of  stock  was  before  us,  which  bill 
Iras  nolhiag  more  nor  less  than  obtaioing  a  credit 
of  eight  or  ten  years  for  a  pari  of  our  national 
debt.  And  is  there  a  gentleman  in  this  Commit- 
tee who  would  have  voted  for  that  bill,  did  he 
believe  that  we  could  safely  calculate  on  our  rev- 
enue to  neet  those  debts  at  the  lime  they  would 


fall  due,  without  resorting  to  loans  or  a  direct  lax? 
For  one,  he  would  not. 

The  advocates  for  that  bill  were  frank  in  say- 
ing it  was  to  get  more  time  to  meet  (bose  debts, 
that  we  might  hereafier  have  an  increase  of  reve- 
nue, and,  by  deferring  the  payment,  we  should  not 
be  compelled  to  resort  tu  a  loan  or  tax.  Do  gen- 
tlemen think,  when  ihey  talk  of  war,  and  see  the- 
siotm  gathering,  that  it  will  bring  you  commerce 
and  revenue  7  The  same  gale  will  not  waft  as 
both.  It  is  easy  to  talk  of  war  when  your  army 
is  to  be  reduced,  and  of  commerce  and  revenue 
when  means  are  proposed  to  meet  the  eipenditures 
of  your  Government.  These  visionary  schemes 
will  Qol  do.  If  Congress  cannot  be  convinced, 
thetax^lhererwill  convince  Ihe  people,  and  tbey 
will  speak  a  language  that  must  and  will  be  heard 
and  understood  in  this  Hall. 

Mr.  W.  observed  that  his  remarks  bad  been  de- 
rallory.  It  was  his  wish  thai  bis  views  in  pro- 
posing the  amendment  might  be  distinctly  under- 
stood. He  did  not  intend  to  reduce  the  e&ctiv« 
streagth  of  the  ATm)[.  It  will,  with  the  number 
of  men  now  in  service,  put  seventy-two  privates 
into  each  company,  and  ten  eompanies  into  a  regi- 
ment, and  gives  the  same  officers  to  your  rai- 
ments and  companies  which  are  now  in  service 
by  the  present  airangemenL  There  will  be  two 
hundred  and  eighteen  commissioned  officers,  ex- 
clusive of  your  stafi)  your  engineer  corps,  and  ord- 
nance department.  This  number  appeared  lo  him 
amply  sufficient  to  command  your  four  thousand 
privates,andenoagh  to  be  stationed  at  your  forty-six 
military  posts.  This  arrangement  disbands  the 
officers  of  two  raiments  of  artillery  and  sixteen 
companies,  three  regiments  of  infantry  aad  thirty 
companies;  and  will  save  annually  in  theexpensc 
of  the  Army,  including  the  saving  by  the  other 
sections  of  the  bill,  a  sum  not  less  Iban  Q40S,OW ; 
and  the  amendment  bow  proposed  a  sum  over 
$350,000. 

Mr.  W.  said  that  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  (Mr.  Tatn^ll)  that  thehill,  as  re- 
ported, is  belter  calculated  to  disorganize  than  or- 
ganize your  army.  Impressed  with  that  belief, 
and  that  the  good  of  (he  Army  required  that  the 
officers  of  the  several  depai'tments  should  be  re- 
tained, be  moved  the  amendment  to  the  £r«t  sec- 
tion of  the  bill. 

It  is  now  for  the  Committee  to  say  whether  they 
will  adopt  this  amendment — whether  Ihey  will 
retain  supernumerary  officers  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment to  build  on  in  cane  of  war,  or  whether  ihey 
will  consolidate  the  regiments  and  eompanies,  and 
retain  such  officers  as  are  necessary  for  all  purposes 
in  time  of  peace,  and  at  a  savingof  nearly  an  half 
a  million  of  dollars  annually.  Mr.  W.  said  he 
had  been  told  that  prejudices  existed  against  the 
Army.  He  disclaimed  any ;  and,  if  he  had  preju- 
dices, they  were  against  an  useless  expenditure, 
and  not  the  Army. 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  McDuFPiE  said,  tbe  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Wooncocx)  had  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee a  project,  by  which  be  promised  to  realize  eX' 
traordiaary  results.    But  he  thought  the  gentleman 
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would  ex perieDce  the  fate  of  all  projectors;  aod 
that  his  calculacionx,  by  which  he  had  deceived 
himscir.and  uniDleolioDall^  misled  the Cominiitee, 
would  beroundiuponeiainiiiatioD,  lobeallogether 
fallacious.  He  said  that  he,  too,  had  consuked 
documeols  and  made  calculations.  Aad  thougli 
he  admitted  thai  his  were  partly  coojectural,  as 
all  calculations  must  he  on  this  subject,  yet  he 
would  ventuie  to  say  that  they  approached  as  near 
eality  as  those  of  the  gentleman.     The  gen- 


tleman proposes,  said  he,  to  eflecl 
ing  of  four  hundred  and  forty  or  fifty  thou^aud 
dollars  by  coosolidatiog  the  regiments  of  arlitlery 
and  infantry.  This  consolidation  would  have  the 
effect  of  destroying  the  ex  istjag  proportion  between 
the  officers  and  men,  and  of  disbaoding  consider- 
ably less  than  one-half  of  the  commissioned  of- 
ficers. Now,  said  he,  (he  whole  annual  expendi- 
ture for  the  pay  and  rationsof  all  the  commissioned 
officers  in  the  artillery  and  infantry,  amounts  only 
to  but  little  more  than  three  hundred  And  twelve 
thousand  dollars.  If  to  this  we  add  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  contingent  allow- 
ances, it  will  amount  to  something  less  than  ihe 
ginlleman  proposes  to  save  by  a  partial  reduction! 
y  what  principles  of  calculation  a  part  could  be 
made  to  cost  more  than  the  whole,  it  was  for  the 
geoileman  to  explain  But,  Mr.  McD.  said,  he 
had  minutely  calculated  the  pay  and  rations  of  all 
the  commissioned  officeia  proposed  to  be  disbanded, 
and  they  amounted  to  less  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars;  and,  if  even  fifty  per  cenL  were  added 
for  contingencies,  the  gentleman's  four  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  would  dwindle  into  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  But,  said  be,  il  is  a  very  mis- 
taken supposition  that  even  ibis  sum  will  be  saved 
by  the  proposed  consolidation.  The  gentleman 
has  entirely  overlooked  the  fact,  that  all  the  sub- 
ordinate officers  of  the  administrative  branches  of 
the  staff  are  filled  by  details  from  the  subalterns  of 
the  line. 

What  gentlemen  improperly  denominate  the 
supernumeraries  of  the  Army,  are  not,  therefore, 
unemployed.  They  are  efficiently  and  profitably 
employed  in  performing  those  functions  by  whicn 
the  expenditure  of  the  Army  has  been  so  exten- 
sively economized  since  the  present  organization 
has  been  fairly  in  operation.  He  woufd  not  pre- 
tend to  speak  with  absolute  precision,  but  he 
should  hazard  nothing  in  asserting,  that  at  least 
one-half  of  the  subalterns  of  the  hoe,  which  (he 
gentleman's  amendment  would  throw  out  of  ser- 
vice, were  engaged  in  the  performance  of  staff 
duties — equally  indispensable  to  the  efficiency  and 
economy  of  a  Military  Peace  Establishment ;  and 
for  which  officers  must  be  provided,  to  whatever 
point  of  depression  we  may  carry  the  general 
reduction  of  the  Army.  •  What  then,  said  he,  will 
be  the  consequence  of  disbanding  the  officers  de- 
tailed from  the  line  to  perform  these  duties  1  A 
savine  of  expenditure  ?  No,  sir,  but  a  change  of 
theomcers  who  are  the  objects  of  i(.  And  the  only 
difference  would  be,  that  we  should  have  those 
duties  badly  performed,  at  the  same  expense,  by 
officers  who  nave  no  rank  in  the  line,  divested  of 
all  military  prid^  and  military  experience.     To 


positive  and  uncompensated  evil ;  change  niihou 
improvement,  and  dprangement  without  econoinf. 
But,  said  he,  there  is  still  another  source  of  ithi- 
sion  in  the  gentleman's  calculation.  His  pro- 
fessed object  was  to  bring  back  the  relative  pro- 
portion between  (he  officersand  men,  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  Peace  Establishment  of  1802.  But,  if 
he  will  extend  bis  calculations  a  little  further,  lie 
will  find  that  his  amendment  will  reduce  the  reU- 
(ive  number  of  officers  much  lower  than  il  wis 
even  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  Peace  Establishment  Ii 
that  Establishment  there  were  sixty-four  men  to 
a  company  of  infantry,  and  fifty-six  to  a  company 
of  artillery,  making  an  average  of  sixty  nim  to 
the  company.  Now,  if  we  divide  the  whole  uam- 
ber  of  the  present  Peace  Establishment,  by  ibe 
number  of  companies  proposed  to  be  retainea,  «t 
shall  find  that  each  company  will  coaiain  atleait 
ninety  men  ;  fif\y  per  cent,  more  than  the  num- 
ber that  constituted  a  company  in  Mr.  Jefferson': 
Peace  Establishment.  If,  then,  we  do  not  cany 
(be  consolidation  principle  farther  than  i(  has  been 
carried  in  any  former  Administration,  i(  will  be 
found  that  this  magnificent  scheme  of  ssiing 
will  almost  entirely  vanish.  In  fact,  said  Mr. 
McD.,  the  gentleman  has  alarmed  himself,  aad 
perhaps  (he  Committee,  by  exhibiting  the  ftatfid 
aggregate  of  more  than  fourteen  huadred  officers; 
not  reflecting  (bat  two-thirds  of  (his  number  wen 
officers  of  (he  ordnance  and  engineer  corps  mi 
non-commissioned  officers.  No  man  would  pro- 
pose to  abolish  any  part  of  either  of  those  corps, 
for,  if  we  had  not  ten  privates  in  the  Army,  it 
would  be  on  all  hands  admitted  (hat  they  must 
be  retained.  The  whole  number  of  commissioDcd 
officers  in  the  artillery  and  in&niry,  upon  which 
alone  (be  amendment  can  operate,  ia  four  hiuilied 
and  twenty-seven. 

But,  sir,  said  he,  1  have  now  done  with  (heetl- 
cula(ions  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and 
mus(  solicit  the  a((ention  of  the  Committee  to 
topics  of  infinitely  greater  importance.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  (Mr.  JoaKBOH)  seems  to 
be  quite  alarmed  at  the  Idea  of  having  any  mili- 
tary knowledge  in  the  country  in  time  of  ptKt, 
and  exhorts  us  to  place  our  entire  reliance  on  the 
militia  in  the  event  of  a  war.  These  fatal  and 
delusive  doctrines,  be  said,  which  were  but  loo 
extensively  prevalent,  demanded  the  most  serious 
refutation.  A  great  question  is  now  presented  to 
US,  and  we  should  approach  it  with  a  gnvity 
proportioned  to  its  magnitude.  We  are  called 
upon  to  determine  what  shall  be  the  policy,  the 
permanent  and  settled  policy  of  this  Government 
in  time  of  peace,  in  reference  to  those  great  na- 
tional exigencies  which  must  inevitably  grow  out 
of  our  relations  with  the  other  Powers  of  the 
world.  The  theory  of  our  Government  is  almosi 
completely  adjusted ;  and  (he  embarrassing  diffi- 
culties which  have  been  experienced  in  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  our  system,  bare  almost  entirely 
passed  away.  But  that  remains  to  be  determined, 
which  is  not  less  important,  whether,  by  a  liberal 
and  enlightened  policy,  we  shall  sustain  the  high 
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rank  in  th«  great  eocietjr  of  nations,  for  wbieh 
Pravideaee  aeeois  10  bavp  formed  us;  or  by  diere- 
gudtng  tbe  dict&tea  of  nUdom,  and  tbe  irapresiiiTe 
admonition*  of  our  owa  experieoee,  sink  into  f««- 
blenexs  and  oontempt.  puttiDf;  to  hazard  all  ibal 
is  dear  to  as,  and  ail  that  is  ialereMioK  to  tbe 
friends  of  human  freedom  throughout  the  world. 
There  is  not,  said  he,  on  earth,  a  natioD  occupy- 
taig  £0  imporlant  and  respoasibte  a  station  as  the 
United  Slates.  The  only  established  Republic  fn 
existence,  she  is  charged  with  the  maintenaDce  of 
ihoK  great  principles,  which  are  destined,  as  I  firm- 
ly believe,  to  OTerthrow  every  despoiiam  in  the 
civilized  world.  Sir,  they  do  not  linow  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country,  who  suppose  ihem  to  be  aelu- 
ated  b^  a  spirit  of  narrow  parsiroooy,  and  that 
ibey  will  not  cheerfully  bear  all  the  burdens  neces- 
saty  to  sustain  the  character  of  the  nation,  and 
vindicate  her  rights.  It  is  a  slaader  upon  them 
to  suppoM  that  they  will  not  pay  the  price  of  their 
liberty,  by  makinff  tbe  sacrifieea  necessary  to  de- 
fend It.  You  could  not  offer  a  greater  insult  to  an 
AnKrican,  than  (o  ask  him  whether,  when  the 
rights  and  tbe  honor  of  his  country  are  assailed, 
he  would  count  the  coet  of  defending  them.  I  be- 
seech gentlemen  to  consider  the  character  of  tbe 
people  they  are  about  to  disarm.  No  people  on 
earth  are  more  high-minded  or  mo#  prompt  to 
resent  an  ioaultor  au  injury.  They  possess,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  that  lofty  sense  of  national  honor, 
without  which  no  nation  can  beeither  respectable 
01  happy.  And  it  is  for  this  people,  rising  rapidly 
to  greUnen,  and  having  in  their  politicuinsiitu- 
lioDs,  as  well  as  in  their  commercial  relations, 
never  ending  Hoarces  of  jealonsy  and  collision, 
with  the  great  Powns  of  the  civilized  world,  that 
we  are  calied  npon  to  adopt  a  policy  which  noth- 
ing couM  jostify  but  the  prospect  of  an  eternal 
peace.  By  a  strange  iofatuation,  we  seem  to  be 
as  prompt  to  adopt  measures  that  may  produce 
war,  as  we  are  reluctant  to  prepare  for  it  What 
a  scene  did  we  exhibit  but  the  other  day,  when  the 
qaestiott  of  recognising  the  independence  of  Spen- 
ith  province*  was  prewoted  lo  us  1  How  did  we 
then  reason  1  Were  there  any  cold  calculations 
of  probalale  danger  1  We  saw  nothing  but  a  brave 
and  OHiressed  people,  who  had  been  for  year* 
Htunling  with  diSQculties,  which  ihey  had  at 
length  almost  surmounted.  We  were  asked  if  we 
would  receive  tbem  with  a  frftternal  embrace  and 
iatrodnec  than  into  the  society  of  nations  7  Tbe 
heart  of  ever^  American  responded  in  the  affirma- 
tive. Thai,indeed,wewereBll  Americans.  With  | 
a  noUe  disinlercitedness  we  unanimously  adopted  1 
>  measurCj  to  which  we  were  stimulated  by  no  1 
prospect  of  gain,  and  which  may  seriously  jeopar- 1 
dize  the  peace  of  the  country.  1  will  not  say  that ! 
I  believe  it  will  produce  a  war  with  Spain.  I  in-  ' 
elide  to  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  will  not.  \ 
But  it  would  be  blindness  to  say  there  is  do  dan- 
ger. For,  though  Spain  is  feeble  and  distracted, : 
and  could  promise  herself  nothing  from  a  war  i 
with  this  coanby,  yet,  with  the  encouragement ! 
and  secret  aid  of  other  Powers,  she  might  carry  1 
oa  a  desolating  war  upon  onr  commerce.  And 
there  is  one  Power  in  Eorope  that  will  be  prompted  I 
I7th  Com.  1st  SEsa^~£l 


both  by  political  feeling  and  commercial  interest, 
to  foment  a  war  between  this  country  and  Spain. 
It  cannot  be  disguised,  however  we  may  lament 
it,  that  America  and  Great  Britain  are  destined 
toentertaia  towards  each  other  feelings  of  rivalry, 
approaching  almost  to  hostility  and  hatred. 

Every  historical  recoUeetion  and  every  antici- 
pation of  our  future  greatness,  alt  that  is  past  and 
all  that  is  to  come,  warn  us  that  these  two  na- 
tions, the  dissevered  members  of  the  same  empire 
are  destined  to  be  the  Rome  and  Carthage  of 
modern  times.  From  sources  the  most  authentic, 
from  every  respectable  writer  and  every  respecta- 
ble witness,  we  are  assured  that  there  is  but  one 
thing  in-which  all  classes  and  all  political  parties 
in  Great  Britain  concur;  and  that  is,  a  deep  and 
settled  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  Americans.  The 
very  name  is  execrated.  And  what  is  tbe  fact  in 
relation  to  ourselves?  What  is  the  Grst  lesson 
which  tbe  father  instils  intg  the  infant  mind  of 
his  son  1  It  is,  that  when  be  grows  up  to  be  a 
man,  he  nuist  fight  the  British.  I  do  not  men- 
tion this  with  a  view  of  being  responsible  for  its 
philosophical  correctness,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  what  tbe  fact  really  is,  in  relation  to  the 
mutual  feelings  of  the  two  countries.  And  will 
any  man  flatter  himeelf  that  those  feeling*,  unlike 
all  the  other  strong  sentiments  of  the  human  heart, 
will  remain  forever  inactive?  But,  upon  mere 
commercial  principles,  Great  Britain  has  much  to 
gain  from  a  war  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain.  Such  a  war  would  throw  the  whole  car- 
ryme  trade,  and  most  of  the  direct  trade  now  eit- 

{'oyea  by  us,  into  tbe  hands  of  Great  Britain.  For. 
lowever  contemptible  we  may  consider  the  naval 
power  of  Spain,  net  privateers  and  ships  of  waf 
could  so  annoy  our  commerce  that  tbe  enhanced 
price  of  insurance  would  drive  out  shipping  from 
the  oceftn,  and  leave  Great  Britain  in,  the  undis- 
turbed enjoyment  of  a  monopoly.  Sir,  said  be,  it 
is  under  tnese  circumstances  that  we  have  recog- 
nised tbe  independence  of  tbe  Spanish  Americoa 
provinces;  a  measure  in  every  respect  juit  and 
magnanimous,  but  certainly  not  characterized  hy 
a  cold  and  calculating  prudence.  And  yet  this  is 
the  moment  gentlemen  have  selected,  with  what 
consistency  it  is  not  for  me  to  determine,  for  d«- 
stroying  entirely  the  utility  of  the  Army,  consider' 
ed  aa  a  preparation  for  war.  For,  I  shall  hereafter 
show  that  the  present  organization  of  the  Army  i* 
of  the  very  essence  of  a  Peace  Establish meot ; 
viewed  in  reference  to  war,  the  only  object  which 
can  Justify  its  maintenance.  But  we  are  told  that 
the  militia  are  capable  of  defending  us,  and  that 
this  nation  ou«ht  10  be  taught  to  rely  wholly  upon 
that  species  offorce.  Sir,  I  do  declare,  upon  my 
conscience  and  before  God,  that  there  is  not,  in 
my  opinion,  amidst  all  the  heresies  incident  to  this 
young  nation,  a  mote  fatal  delusion  than  this.  We 
may  trace  its  origin  partly  to  an  injudicious  and 
undiscriminating  application  of  general  maxims 
against  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace,  and 

ertly  to  our  classical  recollections.  Greece  and 
)me,  the  nations  of  antiquity  wiih  whose  history 
we  are  most  familiar,  and  whose  achievements 
i  we  most  admire,  were  nations  of  soldiers.    War 
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was  their  trade  ;  rapine  and  plunder  tbe  sources 
of  their  public  and  prirale  reveuue.  The  whole 
mass  of  their  population  was  trained,  by  prrpetual 
wars,  Co  the  use  of  anns.  la  a  word,  the  whole 
nation  was  a  standing  army ;  and  such  was  the 
rude  simplicity  of  the  art  of  war,  that,  not  only 
was  every  citizen  a  aoMier,  but  almost  every  sol- 
dier was  capable  of  commanding.  Hence,  the  pro- 
vision in  the  Roman  laws  that  prohibited  the  con- 
sul from  commanding  tbe  armies  of  the  lepubiic 
two  years  in  succession,  was  produetife  of  no 
great  inconvenience,  though,  in  the  organization 
of  modern  armies,  such  a  regulation  would  be  ut- 
terly absurd  and  ruinous.  And  hence,  also,  the 
absence  of  standing  armies,  distinct  from  the  great 
body  of  the  community.  The  defence  of  the  re- 
public was  lef^,  not  to  untrained  militia,  but  to 
citizen  soldiers,  drawn  out  by  conscription  or  vol- 
DQtatily  rushing  to  their  favorite  pursuit.  But 
the  habits,  the  pursuit?,  the  propensities,  and  the 
Kilire  structure  of  modern  society,  are  precisely 
the  reverse  of  all  this.  Our  occupations  are  essen- 
tially peaceful.  Each  individual  is  dedicated  to 
the  pursuit  of  his  own  private  interests,  and  in 
this  way,  most  effeetnalty  contributes  to  the  grand 
aggregate  of  national  wealth,  power,  and  happi- 
ness. This  is  eminently  the  case  in  the  United 
Btates ;  and  the  very  essence  of  the  freedom  of 
which  we  are  so  justly  boastful,  is  the  security 
and  the  safety  with  which  the  citiien  pursues  his 
oecnpatioD.  Now,  if  we  abandon  the  idea  of  de- 
lending  the  country  by  a  standing  army,  we  must 
be  inevitably  driven  into  the  conscription  system — 
a  s^teni  wholly  inconsistent  with  uic  slate  of  our 
society — a  system  at  once  intolerably  oppressive  to 
the  people,  and  absolutely  insufficient  for  the  srreat 
purposes  of  national  defence.  I  understands  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cahhon)  to  ad- 
mit, distinctly,  the  consequence  which  I  have  slated 
as  resulting  from  his  position,  and  to  maintain 
the  policy  of  the  conscription  system.  I  think  a 
slight  examination  will  dispel  this  delusion.  One 
would  suppose  that  no  man  would  deny  the  gen- 
eral proposition,  that,  whether  the  country  shall 
be  defended  by  conscripts  or  r^fulars,  Ihey  must 
be  trained  andplaced  under  the  command  of  skil- 
fiil  officers.  To  deny  this,  would  be  to  set  at  de- 
fiance every  dictate  ot  reason  and  every  lesson  of 
experience.  War,  in  its  present  state,  is  the  most 
complex  and  difficult  of  all  arts.  There  is  none 
so  extensive  in  its  elements  and  so  infinite  in  its 
combinations,  requiring  so  perfect  a  union  oftheory 
and  practice.  There  is  scarcely  any  limit  to  the 
increase  of  physical  power  which  an  army  may 
derive  from  training.  There  was,  perhaps,  never 
an  army  on  earth,  not  excepting  those  of  Frederic 
the  Great,  or  of  Napoleon,  that  might  not  have 
been  visibly  improved  by  longer  training  and  more 
experience,  Then,  bow  perfectly  idle  is  it  for  us 
to  imagine  we  can,  with  untrained  militia,  led  by 
inexperienced  and  unshilful  officers,  encoui — 
with  success  tbe  disciplined  troops  of  other 
tions?  This  would  be  denying  the  efficac> 
experience  and  practice  in  an  art  v  '  ' 

power  depends  upon  them.    While  then  omer  na- 
tions keep  up  a  certain  stale  of  military  skill  and 
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discipline,  it  wonld  be  madness  in  us  to  neglect  it. 
Then   what  is  the  consequence?     According  to 

the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Teonessee,  we  i 

must  train,  in  time  of  peace,  our  entire  popnliiion.  ; 

This  result  cauDot  be  avoided.   And  thus,  iasind  j 

of  a  standing  army  of  six  thousand,  we  sbouM  ! 

substantially  maintain  one  of  nearly  as  oibdj  1 

,  Sir,  such  a  scheme,  besides  that  it  wonld  be  )at- 
aSsing  beyond  endurance,  either  in  peace  or  in 
war,  is  utterly  visionary  and  impracticable.  You 
cannot  train  a  nation  of  freemen,  of  the  educaiioa 
and  habits  of  the  Americans,  to  the  eiact  mil 
slavish  discipline  of  soldiers  in  lime  of  peace;  md 
if  you  could,  it  would  be  the  most  eipensire 
and  ruinous  preparation  for  war  that  could  tw 
devised.  Disregarding  the  great  principle  of  the 
division  of  labor,  it  would  disturb  all  the  rcla- 
lions  and  pursuits  of  society,  and  render  peace  bol 
little  preferable  to  war.  So  that  we  are  drireii 
back  to  the  question.  Whether  we  shall  mainuin 
a  Military  Peace  Establishment,  organized  for  <nr, 
and  Susceptible  of  the  utmost  expansion  in  tliii 
event,  or  rely  upon  the  militia,  without  training 
and  without  competent  officers,  for  the  first  two 
or  three  years  of  every  war?  We  have  bpsni 
much  of  the  bravery  of  the  militia,  and  no  man 
will  gofarttor  than  1  will  in  doing  justice  loiheii 
gallantry  and  devotion.  I  rejoice  in  the  eiaited 
character  of  my  countrymen,  and  indulge  iht 
proud  belief  that  there  is  not  on  earth  so  bra  re  and 
so  generous  a  population.  Bui  they  will  not  ihuk 
gentlemen,  I  am  sure,  for  ibnt  sort  of  kindae^ 
which  praise*  and  then  sacrifices  tbem.  Whea 
the  country  shall  be  involved  in  difficulty  and  em- 
barrassment; when  our  soil  shall  be  contaminated 
by  the  foot  of  an  invader,  who  can  doubt  that  ertTy 
American  would  nobly  and  fearles.sly  encounter 
every  danger,  and  sustain  every  burden,  demanded 
by  the  satety  and  honor  of  the  RepuUicI  Bat 
what  is  the  just  inference?  Because  they  ite 
brave,  shall  we  send  them  to  be  slaughtered  in 
an  unequal  conflict  with  tbe  trained  l^ons  of 
European  despots?  Because  they  are  devoted, 
shall  we  oBer  up  their  blood  in  disastrous  aaa 
unprofitable  battles,  where  all  their  heroism  caa- 
not  save  ihe  arms  of  tbe  RepuUic  from  dis- 
comfiture and  disgrace?  Sir,  it  is  a  cruel  policy 
ihiM  to  lax  the  noble  virtues  of  this  people- 
to  ^duate  the  sutleriog  and  the  aacrifices  to 
which  you  expose  them  by  their  disposition  to  sus- 
tain them.  And,  after  all  they  shall  suffer,  they 
will  not  even  have  the  consolation  to  r^eci  that 
their  sufferings  have  saved  their  conntry  from  des- 
olation. You  may  find  victims  in  abundance 
ready  for  Ihe  altar;  you  may  build  a  wall  of  the 
dead  bodies  of  our  slaughtered  couniiymen,  but 
yon  cannot  by  that  means  secure  and  defend  the 
country.  Wnat,  sir,  was  our  experience  in  tbe 
late  war?  Tbe  blood  is  hardly  cold  that  was  so 
wastefnlly  shed  in  that  contest,  and  we  are  called 
upon  to  disregard  its  solemn  admonitions.  Efen 
here,  in  the  seat  of  legislation,  we  are  surrounded 
with  monuments,  at  once  of  the  Gothic  ferocity  of 


and. 


enemy  and  of  our  own  disaster  and  disgrace, 
,  before  the  marks  of  Ihe  sptnler  are  e&ced, 
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we  seem  to  havs  lost  all  recollection  of  what  we 
have  sufiered.  After  the  experience  of  ibe  late 
war,  there  was  bat  one  opinioa  amoag  the  staie»- 
men  who  bad  been  most  active  in  it^  prosecution. 
They  were  coDvioced  that  the  honor  and  safety  of 
the  conntry  demanded  that  we  should  aamime  a 
respectable  attitude  of  defence.  The  nation  de- 
manded it.  And,  sir,  if  the  present  Administration, 
n^rdtesi  of  the  lecMns  of  oar  past  experience, 
bad  uol  punned  their  preaent  policy,  but  left  the 
country  unarmed  and  defenceless,  how  heavy  and 
awful  would  have  been  their  mponsibility  in  the 
ereni  of  another  war !  The  blood  of  the  brsve, 
the  tears  of  the  widow,  and  the  cries  of  the  orphan, 
would  have  risen  in  judgment  against  them.  I  do 
most  solemnly  protest  against  this  cold-hearted 
economy,  which,  to  save  a  dollar,  wonid  sacrifice 
the  life  of  a  freeman.  I  protest  against  this  vacil- 
laling  policy,  vib(«ting  from  one  extreme  to  an- 
other, and  which,  to  avoid  those  burdens  which 
we  can  easily  bear  in  peace,  causes  millions  of 
money  and  torrents  of  blood  to  be  squandered  in 
vain  ID  time  of  war.  This  is  the  fatal  wmkness 
against  which  every  nation  ought  to  guard.  We 
are  too  apt  to  imagine  that  what  now  Is,  will  al- 
ways continue,  and  to  neglect,  consequeotly,  all 
preparation  for  the  starra,  'till  its  desolation  has 
commenced.  This  is  the  weakness  of  children. 
But  even  they  will  not  put  their  hands  a  second 
lime  in  the  fire,  and  I  trust  we  shall  not  act  less 
wisely-  I  will  venture  to  assert  thai  no  nation 
ever  sufiered  as  much  as  did  the  United  States  in 
the  late  war,  if  we  lake  into  consideration  the  du- 
ratioa  of  the  war,  the  geographical  position  of  the 
country,  and  its  talent  capacities  for  such  a  con- 
flict. And  how  unjust  is  that  policy  which  thrown 
the  whole  weight  of  suflering  upon  that  disastrous 
period  which  is  least  capable  of  sustaining  it.  In 
war  we  Ux  the  people,  though  their  commerce  is 
destroyed,  and  the  productions  of  their  industry 
perish  {»>  their  bands.  And  yet  in  peace  we  are 
to  make  no  preparation  to  mitigate  the  shock. 

Bot  preparation  is  not  only  necessary  to  enable 
us  to  prosecute  a  war  with  snceess,  but  it  is  the 
most  eSeeuial  means  of  preserving  peace.  We 
invite  aHrcnion  fay  being  unprepared  to  repel  it. 
No  troth  IS  more  fully  established  than  this  by  our 
own  experieace.  Wnat  was  the  condition  of  this 
nation  before  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  1 
From  aboQi  the  year  1806  or  '7,  no  hi^h-minded 
□alion  era  snfiwed  so  deeply  and  patiently.  It 
was  nnmixed  and  nnraitigaled  suffering — the  pri- 
vatioos  of  war,  without  its  consolations.  Why 
vras  it  inflicted,  and  why  did  we  endure  it?  Be- 
cKOM,  sir,  we  were  not  prenared  to  redress  our 
irtoags.  Our  enemy  knew  inis.  He  was  as  well 
apprixed  of  onr  situation  as  we  were  ourselves. 
And  howdidhereBsoal  Why,  said  he,  "Iwill 
cat  olT  this  branch  of  their  trade,  and  see  how 
they  will  bear  it."  And  we,  making  a  cold  cal- 
eutaiioB  of  profit  and  loss,  said,  ''This  is  not 
«rorth  defending  by  war."  Finding  us  lame  and 
submissive,  he  lopped  off  anoiber  oranch  of  our 
trade,  and  we  still  submitted,  because  «  war  would 
cost  more  than  vre  could  g«ia  by  it.  And  thus 
ooe  aggTeMion  pepared  the  way  for  another,  nntil 


we  reached  the  lowest  point  of  national  degrada- 
tion. At  length  the  wounded  spirit  of  an  mdig- 
nant  people  called  for  war.  And  what  were  we 
then  told  upon  this  floor  7  That,  thonsb  our  com- 
mnce  was  swept  from  the  ocean,  and  thousands 
of  oor  citizens  were  held  in  disgraceful  bondage, 
we  ought  to  submit  patiently,  and  trust  to  the 
magnanimity  of  our  enemy,  because  we  were  tm- 
prepered  to  defend  our  rights  and  avenge  our 
wrongs!  If  we  had  commenced  a  formal  pre- 
paration for  war,  I  doubt  not  the  enemy  would 
nave  retracted.  And  if  we  should  hereafter  par- 
sue  the  wretched  policy  of  preparing  for  war,  after 
we  have  received  the  injury  which  justifies  it,  we 
shall  be  the  sport  of  every  nation  that  can  gain  by 
destroying  our  commerce.  For  they  wfli  con- 
tinue their  aggressions  till  we  are  prepared  to  ob- 
tain redress,  and  then  will  abstain  till  we  have 
a^in  disarmed  ourselves.  That  Great  Britain 
did  not  pursue  this  course,  I  ascribe  ta  ber  firm 
belief,  to  the  very  last,  that  we  wonld  not  go  to 
war  unprepared.  But,  unprepared  as  we  were, 
we  rushed  fearlessly  into  lae  conflict  The  na- 
tion rootved  nobly  to  hazard  every  thing  to  re- 
deem its  ebaracter.  And  what  confirms  my  views 
of  British  policy,  the  edicts  by  which  our  com- 
merce was  annihilated,  and  which  were  the  promi- 
nent causes  of  the  war,  were  soon  repealed  after  it 
commenced.  Bet,  having  commenced  the  war, 
we  determined  to  persevere  till  all  onr  rights  were 
secured.  By  the  favor  of  Providence  we  suc- 
ceeded ;  but,  when  I  look  back  upon  the  suflerings 
we  endured,  and  the  perils  we  escaped,  I  tvay  to 
God  that  I  may  never  see  my  country  again  in- 
volved in  a  crisis  so  awful. 

But  we  are  told  of  ihe  dangers  of  a  standing 
army  in  time  of  peace.  Sir,  if  a  standing' army  is 
at  all  dangerous,  it  is  not  in  peae^  but  in  war, 
that  our  fears  should  be  etcited.  And  the  more 
nnprepared  the  nation  is  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  the  less  military  knowledge  there  is  diffused 
through  the  country,  the  greater  will  be  the  dan- 
ger. When  a  conntry  is  weakened  by  disasters, 
and  humbled  by  disgrace;  when  all  ihe  ordinary 
means  of  safety  have  failed,  then  is  she  driven  Uf 
deiperation  to  confide  the  utmost  power,  and  offer 
the  most  unbounded  homage,  to  some  great  mili- 
tary chieftain  who  shall  rise  up  to  radeem  her 
from  approaching  ruin.  Then,  sir,  even  grati- 
tude is  dangerous.  What  was  the  fact  in  the  late 
war  1  The  military  engrossed  all  the  admitation, 
the  rewards,  and  the  honors  of  society.  No  one 
was  heard  of  but  the  brave  and  heroic  defendeis 
of  the  country.  But  how  are  they  now  treated  T 
With  cold  neglect  and  cruel  contempt,  as  neM 
outcasts  fro|p  society.  Yes,  those  to  wboto,  in 
the  hour  of  danger,  we  almost  bent  the  knee  of 
homage,  scarcely  receive,  naked  justice  at  our 
hands.  If  this  is  wise,  it  is  certainly  not  cousist- 
ent.  But  it  shows  clearly  that  our  army  is  not 
dangerous  in  peace.  The  only  objection  to  an 
army  in  peace  is,  the  exntose  of  maintaining  it; 
and  I  shall  now  proceed  to  show  that,  whether 
'ward  economy  or  the  efficiency  of  a  Peace 


be  preserved. 


r  of  the  subject,  the 
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quMtioD  is^  what  oiguiuation  will,  at  a  given 
expcDse,  give  ua  the  greatest  capacicf  for  vul 
It  must  be  admitted,  by  every  one,  that  ifae  success 
ofmodera  wan  priacipallv  aepeads  upoa  the  skllL 
of  the  cotniniffidets.  Aim  it  is  equally  dear  that, 
to  foma  officers,  nuicb  tiine  is  required,  in  com- 
puisoD  with  what  will  be  Fufficieol  to  irain  com- 
iBon  soldiers-  We  hare  been  told  that,  in  iha 
l^e  war,  the  ot&ceis  of  ihe  foioier  Peace  Esiab- 
luhmeat  obtained  no  disiinctioD. 

Qeutlemen  are  mistaken  in  point  of  fact.  Have 
ther  foTgotlea  the  names  of  Scott,  who  was  among 
the  first  to  carry  the  terror  of  our  arms  into  tlK 
fiwiliers  of  the  enemy  t — of  Gaines,  whom  we 
abnll  loDgremember  as  the  hero  of  Fori  Erie  1  and 
of  thirty  others  who  signalized  their  skill  dunot 
every  period  of  the  war?  But  even  if  the  fact 
were  as  ^ntlemen  suppose,  I  would  not  admit 
their  iaferoicc.  No  historical  event*  could  coit- 
vincB  me  tbal,  as  a  general  rule,  officers  can  be 
created  withoutiaueh  study  and  iong  ezperieDce. 
To  be  sore,  as  gentlemen  say,  we  have  materials 
enough  to  (nak«  officers,  if  ibii  could  be  dtwe  by 
the  mere  impositioit  of  haads,  ot  the  iDvestitute 
of  a  red  coat.  I  know  we  have  had  many  such 
officers;  but  we  have  ibund  from  experience  that 
a  red  coat  does  not  always  give  assurance  that 
there  is  an  officer  and  a  soldier  under  it.  Qenlle- 
men  really  talk  as  if  we  had  only  to  stampon  the 
eailfa,  and  not  only  armed  men,  but  trained  armies, 
would  rise  op  to  defend  us.  The  hero  of  New 
Orleans  has  been  held  up  as  a  prop  to  a  falling 
argument.  But  Jackson  is  a  man  of  extraordinary 
genius,  and  nothing  can  be  more  unwise  and  ua- 
phtiosophical  than  to  draw  WDeral  conclusions 
from  B  milicaiy  prodigy.  TaktiBg  it  for  granted 
then,  that  stukfiu  and  eifterienced  officers  are  in- 
dispensable, and  that  it  is  the  work  of  years  to 
make  them  ;  it  will  follow  that  the  extent  of  your 
capacity  for  war  depends  upon  the  numhu  of 
competent  officers.  Hence  the  importance  of 
maifltaining  in  peace  the  skeleton  system, by  which 
the  Military  £!stablishment  can  be  promptly  in- 
creased to  doeUe  its  present  number  wittwut  ap- 
pointing a  single  new  officer,  or  changing  in  any 
respect  ibeocganizatioaof  the  Army.  ItwiUonty 
be  neceHftry  to  place  a  new  recruit  by  the  side  of 
each  regular  soldier,  and  by  this  simple  operation 
the  work  b  completed.  And  it  is  admitted  that 
in  three  mouhs,  raw  sddiers  thus  thrown  in,  can 
be  adequately  trained.  Thus  our  presfot  eetab- 
lisbmenl  gives  a  c^Mcity  for  war,  equal  lo  what 
we  should  derive  from  twelve  thousand  men  upon 
a  war  establishment.  Nothing  is  more  certain 
tkajb  that  the  present  organization  is  Ihe  most 
economical,  as  it  gives  us  a  given  mj^ilat}'  prepa- 
ration for  little  more  than  half  the  sum  it  would 
cost,  if  the  regiments  and  compaoics  were  kept 
full,  as  proposed  by  the  genllenian  from  New 
York.  While  on  the  subject  of  economy,  I  will 
advert  to  a  single  faoi,  to  show  the  efieet  of  false 
economy.  I  believe  it  can  be  ^own  that  Efty 
nuliionsof  dollars  were  waslefully. expended  in 
tb«  late  war,  for  the  want  of  such  an  organization 
>•  we  uo^  have.  If  this  sam  were  converted  into 
t  fund,  the  interest  of  it  would  maiu' 


tain,  forever,  a  much  larger  Peace  Bstablithmenl 
than  the  present !  Yes,  sir,  the  fact  cannot  be  too 
dee]rfy  impressed,  that  in  a  little  more  that)  two 
years  of  war,  ihe  mistaken  system  into  which  gen- 
■lemea  would  now  carrj  as,  betides  the  coatiof 
blood,  subjected  the  nation  to  the  actual  loss  of  a 
sum  which  would  support  an  armyuf  ten  thoaiaad 
men  for  as  maay  centuries.  I  do  then  beseech 
geatleniei),  by  every  consideration,  to  reflect  upon 
the  consequences  of  tlie  proposed  reduction,  I 
beseech  them  by  the  lessons  of  history,  by  the 
bloody  record  of  our  own  disastrous  experience,  sud 
above  all,  by  Ihe  precept  of  the  Father  of  this 
Republic ;  a  great  and  veDerable  name,  destined. 
I  firmly  believe,  to  reclaim  us  from  a  downward 
and  degenerate  policy,  where  even  reason  shall 
fail.  For,of  all  the  great  men  in  Aaurict,  Wisa- 
iNQTONalonewillbeTound,  "in  war  and  in  peace," 
to  have  been  "  wise  unto  salvation." 

When  Mr.  W.  had  concluded— 

Some  remarks  ensued  in  relaiioa  to  the  efibctof 
thequestioD  before  the  House,  in  which  Meisn. 
Rhea,  Suits  of  Maryland,  TAYLoa,  and  Wii^ 
LiAHs  of  North  Carolina,  took  put. 

Mr.  CoLoesi  took  a  general  view  of  the  sab- 
ject,  in  oppmiition  to  the  bill. 

Mr-  Cocke  would  vote  for  (be  amendmeal  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  Yotk,  (Mr.  Wood- 
cocit,)  although  it  did  not  fully  meet  his Tiewsof 
the  sutiject. 

The  question  was  tiien  taken,  and  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Woodcock  was  carried  by  a  larga  nu- 
joricy. 

Mr.  Whiobt  spoke  in  favor  of  the  ameadineiit 
of  Mr.  WoonoocK. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  striking  out 
(he  first  section  as  amended. 

Mr.  RflEA  said  he  was  in  favor  of  retaining 
the  first  section  of  the  bill  under  conaideration. 
This  bill  proposes  further  to  reduce  the  Army. 
We  have  been  lold  to  give  pensions  to  officers  by 
way  of  office.  Magnanimous,  high-ntiaded  meo, 
such  as  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  llw  United 
Stales  are,  will  not  continue  ia.  wxrice  on  such 
coaditioQ }  if  their  country  does  not  desire  theit 
service,  they  will  not  desire  to  continae  in  it 
Very  pathetic  appeals,  in  strong  laacuoge,  have 
been  made  i  attempts  are  made  to  enCst  our  bd- 
ings  ia  ibis  case.  The  day. of  fediug  on  such 
subjects  is  gone  by — two  laws  haft  bean  eitaeted 
by  Congress  to  reduce  the  Army  of  (be  United 
States.  By  the  act  of  the  3d  of  Maicb,  1S15, 
entitled  "Aa  set  fising  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,"  the  Army  was 
reduced  to  ten  thousand  meo— that  waa  (he  day 
of  ft«ling ;  in  virtue  of  that  act  thousands  of 
brave  meritorious  officers  and  soldiera  were  dis- 
missed from  the  service — tbal  was  the  time  of 
feeling,  when  we  were  about  to  say  farewell  lo 
thousands  of  those  gallant  men  who  victoriously 
drove  the  enemy  from  our  country.  I  remember 
(said  Mr.  R.)  when  that  bill  was  under  consider- 
ation, attempts  were  made  to  have  a  section  in 
the  law  providing  that  a  portion  of  land  might 
be  given,  ia  profwrtioD  lo  rank,  to  evoy  c^cer 
who,  b/  that  act,  would  be  deranged;  bat  a  pco- 
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Tision  of  that  kind  could  not  obiaJD.  By  that 
reranl  the  feeKngs  of  sereral  members  were  out- 
raged, bat  we  bad  to  bear  itj  at  that  time  we 
were  told  that  erery  ihiog  promised  wbb  giTen. 
The  law  of  the  3d  of  March,  1621,  made  a  fur- 
ther rednccioD  of  the  Army  ;  by  ihat  law  many 
meritorious  officers  and  soldiera,  and  amoDg  them 
he  who,  under  the  Almi^iy,  directed  the  ener- 
gies of  this  nation  aeHiDst  the  enemy  at  New 
Orleans,  and  who,  wim  the  troops  nnder  his  com- 
mand, on  ike  8ih  of  January,  1815,  gained  a  vic- 
tory orer  that  enemy — a  victory  unrqualled  in 
xncient  or  modern  times — wvre  legislated  out  of 
service.  Feelings  were  high  at  the  time  theM  two 
laws  were  enacted,  but  uey  were  enacted  ;  and 
what  was  the  reason  1  The  state  of  things  in 
this  nation  required  their  enactment.  1  remem- 
ber, Miid  Mr.  R.,  that,  when  the  aci  of  18l5,  fix- 
ing the  Military  Peace  Eslabtishment,  was  under 
consideration  in  the  House  of  Represenlatires,  a 
member  from  Massachusetts  urged  a  reduction  of 
the  Army  to  less  than  three  thousand  men,  aud  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  ten  thousand  men  were 
retained  on  the  Establishment 

It  has  been  asked,  what  has  been  done  for  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  1  To  ibis,  it 
has  been  answered,  that  every  thiog  promised  has 
been  paid.  Congress  made  ample  provision  by 
giving  R  bounty  in  land — one  quarter  section  to 
each  soUier  who  enlisted  under  the  first  act,  and 
one  faair  vectiMi  to  each  soldier  who  enlisted  un- 
ia  the  second  act,  for  five  years  or  during  the 
war,  bendes  bounty  in  money,  subsistence,  pay, 
and  clothing;  all  these  things  the  soldiers  mer- 
ited. The  United  States  of  America  hare  always 
bountifully  rewarded  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
their  Army.  Witness  the  law  giving  pensions  to 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolutionary  army. 
But  it  is  intimated  that  the  bounty  land  given  to 
the  soldiers  is  not  good ;  if  that  be  true,  it  is  not 
to  be  ascribed  to  ife  Government.  Congress  pro- 
Tided  by  law  that  the  bounty  land  be  Bt  for  cul- 
tivation ;  if  it  is  not,  some  mode  will  be  adopted 
to  discover  how  that  is,  and  who  has  been  -the 
cause  of  it. 

It  is  o^en  nrged  ibat,  to  preserve  peace,  a  na- 
tiao  must  be  prepared  for  war.  On  this  proposi- 
timi  an  rnquiry  arises — at  what  time  "will  war  be  1 
Whin  is  the  adequate  measure  of  preparation  1 
The  erisiing  nations  of  Europe,  great  and  pow- 
erful several  of  them,  in  themselves,  and  respect- 
ively contiguous  10,  and  surrounded  by,  powerful 
nations,  are  compelled,  by  the  priaciple  of  self- 
preservation,  to  retain  aud  keep  large  and  numer- 
ous standing  armies  In  time  of  peace;  other  rea- 
smts,  showing  why  the  ruling  powers  of  the 
nations  of  Europe  are  compelled  to  keep  large 
atid  numerous  standing  armies  in  time  of  peace, 
can  be  stated.  The  existence  of  standtog  armies 
in  Europe  did  not  always  obtain — the  overflowing 
nations  of  the  north,  in  the  decKne  of  the  Roman 
Empire,  poured  their  swarms  from  the  northern 
hire  into  the  provinces  of  that  Empire,  and  even 
into  Italy  itself,  and  ultimately  rending  in  pieces 
that  Empire,  established  new  governments  there- 
D,  bottomed  on  the  feudal  system.    The  power  of 


the  leadera,  and  of  those  named  barons,  became 
obnoxious  to  tlie  chief.  Jealousies  arose,  and 
finally  the  power  of  the  barons  was  put  down  by 
varioos  ways,  and  the  power  of  the  chief  became 
paramount :  to  maintain  that  power,  aa  well  at 
home  as  auroad,  siandine  armies  became  neces- 
sary; and,  although  bat  little  at  the  beginning, 
they  have  increased  greatly  in  Earope,  anS  at  this 
time  are  deemed  necessary  to  keep  in  snhjeetion 
the  unarmed  million,  and  to  support  power  orer 
those  called  subjects,  and  to  peqietuate  their  rab- 
ieclion.  Between  Governments  east  of  the  At- 
lantic, and  that  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
there  is  no  similitude— east  of  the  Athnlic  the 
people  are  subjects,  not  sovereign,  and  receive  the 
law  i  in  the  United  States  of  ^  " 


e  the  s< 


a  the  people 


ordain  and  n 
their  government,  and  when  ordained  and  enact- 
ed, they  are  the  constitntiona  and  laws  of  freemen. 
We  are  told  frequently,  and  poHlicians  repeat 
and  repeat,  "that,  to  preserve  peace,  we  most  be 
im^red  for  warj"  so  many  talks  have  been  made, 
within  two  or  three  dayspest,  about  preparing  for 
war,  that  I  have  been,  said  Mr.  R.,  almost  per- 
Boaded  that  weareabout  tobeimmediatriyatwar 
with  some  Power.  We  are  told  diat,  to  preserve 
peace,  we  must  be  prepared  for  war.  If  so,  then, 
when  will  war  be,  and  with  whom?  What  is,  or 
ahatl  be,  the  necessary  measure  of  preparation'? 
With  any  of  the  nations  of  Europe  there  is  no 
probability  that  the  United  Statea  will  soon  be  at 
war.  The  nations  and  Powers  of  Europe  have 
bttsinesa  of  Ifaerr  own  to  attend  to.  and  to  keep 
^em  ewraged  in  preserriog  their  Enropen  rda- 
tions.  The  differences  exisling  between  Rttasift 
and  Turkey,  and  the  mighty  efforts  and  exertions 
of  the  Greeks  to  liberate  themselves  from  Ottoman 
despotism,  engage  the  attention  of  the  other  Pow- 
«s  of  Earope.  An  invasion  by  an  army  of  any 
European  Power  the  United  States  need  not  be 
apprenensive  of.    The  days  of  such  inrasiou  are 

Kst.  In  respect  to  being  prepared  for  war,  as  re- 
es  to  this  Dill,  the  propositiou  argnes  nothing ; 
the  present  Military  Establishment  consists  of  abotrt 
six  thousand  men — they  are  scattered  in  positionB 
over  the  United  States  from  east  to  west,  from 
north  to  south,  extending  as  far  as  the  territoriee 
of  this  repuhliean  empire  do  extend,  and  for  that 
reason,  to  an  immediate  resistance  of  tuvasion, 
cannot  be  eSectual.  It  has  been  said,  "let  gentle- 
men of  the  Sonth  look  to  a  servile  war."  What 
an  insinuation  is  this — look  to  a  servile  war! 
From  whence,  and  from  whom7  The  idea  of  a 
servile  war  faever  ought  to  be  clothed  with  words. 
The  Const! teiional  principles  of  our  Government 
«re  not  better  understood  than  they  ongbt  to  be. 
This  is  not  a  consolidated  Government — it  is  a 
Government  consisting  of  twenty-four  confedera- 
ted Slates,  all  sovereignties,  independent  of  each 
other— «ach  one  having  a  distinct  constitution  for 
its  own  internal  government ;  but  by  the  Consti- 
tution of  their  union  bound  together  as  one  nation, 
for  their  general  welfore.  The  citizens  of  all  the 
Stales,  in  their  Constitutional  union,  are  the  sove~ 
reign,  and  the  citizens  of  each  Slate  are  the  sove- 
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jvga  in  that  6iat«,  for  the  internal  regalatioDG 
thereof,  pursiuDt  to  their  reapeetive  consiitu lions, 
not  coDtnTeniDK  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  defence  of  this  aatian  is  confided  to 
the  General  Gorernmenl,  but  not  originally  in 
every  ease.  The  fourth  section  of  the  fourlh  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  provides  that  the  United 
States  shall  guaranty  to  every  Slate  in  this  Union 
a  republican  form  of  Government,  and  shall  pro- 
tect each  of  them  against  invasion,  and,  on  appli- 
cation, against  domestic  violence ;  but  each  State, 
in  case  of  invesioD,  has,  in  respect  to  its  own  safe- 
ty, a  particular  dutv  to  perform:  a  State  is  pro- 
hibited, b^  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  CouBtituiion,  to  engage  in  a  war,  unless  "ac- 
tnally  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will 
not  admit  of  aelay."  The  Coostitntion,  in  these 
cases,  authorizes  a  Slate  to  engage  in  war.  With 
what  force*  shall  a  State  engage  in  war?  Not 
with  the  regular  troops  of  the  United  Stales,  if 
there  be  any  within  its  limits.  An  officer  com- 
manding r^lar  troops  of  the  United  States  might, 
in  the  Snl  instance,  refuse  the  qideti  of  a  State 
auibority.  With  whom,  and  with  what  descrip- 
tion of  force,  shall  a  State  make  war.  in  case  of 
sudden  invasion  or  imminent  danger,  tnat  will  not 
admit  of  delay  7  With  the  militia.  I  repeat,  said 
Mr.  R.,  with  the  militia,  who  are  the  strong  bul- 
wark and  impre^able  defence  of  thie  nHlion ; 
with  the  militia,  who  first  must  meet  the  stonn  of 
invasion  ;  with  the  militia,  from  whom  is  drawn 
all  the  materials  of  a  regular  army ;  wiib  the  mil- 
itia, that  great  body  of  citizens  who  work  for  all, 
who  fight  for  all,  and  who  ultimately  pay  aU.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  does  not  con- 
template a  regular  army,  except  in  time  of  war; 
the  constitutions  of  the  respective  States  declare 
staadioK  annies  dangerous  in  time  of  peace;  that 
principle  ought  not  to  be  contradicted.  Admit  the 
contrary  to  prevail,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people 
will  ultimately  be  prostrated.  The  United  States 
are  now  a  nation  of  armed  citizens.  If  a  great 
standing  army,  under  anjr  pretence,  is  established 
(uid  cODtiouea,  and  the  citizens  are  loaded  with 
taxes  gf  any  description  to  support  and  maiaiain 
that  army,  they  will  cease  to  be  a  nation  of  aimed 
freemen,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  wilt  be 
prostrated  from  their  sovereignty,  and  become  sub- 
jects. The  United  Slates  .are  now  encumbered 
with  a  large  debt— some  of  ii  is  the  residue  of  the 
unpaid  debt  incurred  by  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  a  residue  of  that  incurred  in  the  late  war, 
and  for  other  items  of  national  expenditure.  The 
best  policy,  in  my  opinion,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  to  adopt 
such.measures  as  will,  without  a  system  of  inter- 
nal revenue,  extinguish  that  debt.  The  resources 
of  this  nation,  arising  from  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, are  great,  and  will,  if  not  restricted,  in  a  few 
years,  if  sufficiently  protected,  extinguish  that 
debt;  the  revenue  will  be  relieved  from  preasore, 
and  may_  then  be  applied  to  any  useful  purpose. 
To  provide  eflectuairy  for  the  extinguishment  of 
the  debt  of  the  United  States,  is  the  preparation 
for  war.  The  recollection  of  the  difficulties  aris- 
ing from  the  scarcity  of  money,  which  the  United 
States  had  to  meet  during  the  laet  war,  ought  I 


persuade  to  the  adoption  of  all  s 
will,  without  a  system  of  internal  revenue,  con- 
duce to  the  speedy  extinguishment  of  the  public 
debt.  Let  it  be  remembered  that  a  public  debt, 
never  to  the  people  of  these  United  Slates  can  be 
a  public  blessing. 

When  Mr.  R.  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  expressed  his  senti- 
lents  in  opposition  to  the  motion  {  when  the 
question  was  taken  iheYeon,  and  negsdved — ayes 

1  motion  of  Mr.  Williamb,  of  North  Caro- 
,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported,  and  the 
House  adjoomed. 

Weonesdat,  April  17. 

Mr.  BATEMANjfrom  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  W.  Bacoi,"  reported  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  it  was  committed  lo  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FnANCia  Johnson,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the  Post 
Office  Department  J  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Reiolved,  That  th*  CommittM  on  RouU  and  Candt 
be  instructed  to  inqntTB  iiito  the  eipediencT  of  |no> 
Tiding  by  law  for  tha  improTamsnt  at  the  navigatiMi 
of  the  Hudson  river,  so  ■■  to  open  ■ 


New  York. 

Mr.  EnwAnna,  of  North  Carolina,  called  for 
the  question  of  coDiideration;  which  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  of  agreeing  to  the  rewlatioa, 
Mr.  Rochester  made  a  few  remarks  in  suppccl 
of  it,  and  Mr.  Eowards,  of  North  Carolina,  in 


.  GoBHAM  submitted  the  following  resoln- 

Rttektd,  That  the  Preddent  of  the  United  Sutea 
be  requested  to  cauw  to  b*  laid  before  this  Hodm  a 
copy  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  the  United  Stataa 
court  for  ibe  district  of  Louiusna.  in  tha  case  of  lbs 
French  slave  ship  Ls  Peunfl,  together  with  a  cop;  of 
■nch  part  as  he  msy  not  deem  inexpodient  10  diadoae 
at  the  correspOD deuce  of  Ibe  Executive  of  the  United 
Stales  iritb  the  Government  of  Francs  in  relalion 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table- 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BaECKEHBinOE,  that 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  to  define  admiralty  jurisdiction,"  and  the  bill 
of  iliis  House  to  authorize  the  holding  of  a  district 
court  at  Louisville,  in  Kentucky,  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  said  hills ;  which 
motion  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  MoofiG,  of  AUbtt- 
ma,  that  the  Commiltee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  confirming  claims  to 
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lots  ia  the  town  of  Mobile,  and  to  land  in  the 
former  province  of  West  Florida,  which  claims 
hare  been  reported  favorably  on  by  the  commu- 
stoneis  appointed  by  the  United  stale*,  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  thereof^  which 
motion  was  disagreed  to  bf  the  House. 

Mr.  Newton  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Friday  nezL  move  for  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  e*tabluk  the  compensaiion  of  the  officers  of 
the  customs,  &«. 

Mr.  Coox  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-mor- 
row move  for  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  select  committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of 
the  examinations  of  the  western  land  offices,  dec. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the 
message  fiom  the  Senate,  commanicaiing  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendment  of  this  House  to 
theii  amendments  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
paying  to  the  State  of'Missouri  three  per  cent,  of 
the  net  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  within  the  same." 

The  question  thereupon  was,  whether  the  House 
would  recedefrom  their  disagreement  10  theamcnd- 
ment  of  the  Senate.  Therecession  was  advocated 
by  Mr.  Rankin,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Tatlor  and 
Mr.  BiJTi.£B,  and  after  a  few  further  remarks  by 
Mr.  GiUfBH  and  Mr.  Cooe,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  the  House  refused  to  recede  from  their 
disagreement,  and  by  a  suboequeat  vote  agreed  to 
adhere  to  the  amendment  they  had  previously 
adopted. 

A  Message  received  from  the  President  or 
THE  UMiTEn  States  yesterday,  was  read,  and  i: 
asfoUows: 
Totke  Home  of  Stpre*tntaiitiu  of  the  Unittd  Slata 

la  compliance  with  ■  rMcdulioD  of  tha  Hodbs  of 
RepFesentatiTci  of  the  I6th  of  Februaij  U«t,  request- 
in;  the  Preddent  of  the  Unled  Suit*  "  to  communi- 
cate lo  thai  House  nbether  any  foreign  GoTernmeal 
has  made  suj  daim  to  anj  part  of  the  territory  oftbe 
nutted  BtalM,  upon  the  cout  of  the  Pacific  OeeaUj 
north  of  the  4Sd  degree  of  latitude,  ai>d  to  what  eiteat : 
whether  aaj  rrgatations  hsTi  been  made  by  fiireign 
Powera,  aflMtiUB  ih*  trade  on  that  coast ;  and  how 
it  aflects  the  inteieet  of  thia  republic-,  and  whether 
anj  oennunicalioDi  have  been  made  to  this  Qovern- 
ment,  by  foreign  Poncn,  touching  the  coniemplaled 
occnpatiOD  of  Columbia  rirer  ;"  I  now  Irausmit  a  re- 
port Ijom  the  Secretary  of  State,  coulaiuing  the  iofoi^ 
mation  eoibraccd  bj  that  resolutioD. 

JAME8  MONROE. 

WABEiaBTOx,  j^>ril  15,  1832. 

The  Mesnge  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  followiug  titles, 
wit: 

1st.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives 
of  John  Donnetson,  Thomas  Carr,  and  others ; 

2d.  An  act  to  autborize  the  building  of  light 
lioases  [herein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes 

3cl.  An  act  to  repeal  the  fourteenth  section  o. 
an  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  passed  the  2d  day 
of  March,  1821; 

4tb.  An  act  lo  authorize  aud  empower  the  Ci 
potation  of  the  City  of  Waahinglnn,  in  the  District 
of  Colambia,  to  drain  tb«  low  groimds  on  or  near 


the  public  Teservalion,  and  lo  im[wove  and  onut' 
ment  certain  parts  of  such  reservations;  and 
5lh.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  tepresen- 
lives  of  Oreenherry  H.  Murphy  j 
Were,  severally  read  the  first  and  second  time, 
and  committed,  ihe  first  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
~~teLaad   Claims;  iheMCorK^  to  the  Committee 
Commerce ;  the  third  to  ibe  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  ;  the  fourth  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  the  j^  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  tne  Senate,  euiiiled  "An  act  to 

perfect  certain  locations  and  sates  of  public  lands 

-1  Missouri,"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  joint  "resolution  providing  further 

security  io  the  transmission  of  the  public  mails," 

ns  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

LAND  OFFICE  AT  HUNTSVILLE. 
Hr.  Moore,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  follow- 
ig  resolution : 

RtMoltvd,  Thst  the  Sscretaiy  of  the  Treaaurf  be 
directed  lo  lay  before  Ibis  Honse  a  itatement  showing 
the  amount  of  public  monej  for  which  John  Brahan, 
late  receiver  of  public  money*  at  the  land  office  at 
HanlaviJle,  was  indebted  to  tha  Goveniment  at  the 
time  he  was  dismissed  from  office ;  the  anonntof  pub- 
lic money  in  Ihe  hand*  of  said  receiver,  at  Ihe  end  of 
etch  quarter  of  every  yoar,  from  the  I  si  of  January, 
181T,  till  the  time  of  bta  dianiaiioD  ;  all  ioformation 
obtained  or  received  by  the  eaid  Secretuy,  as  lo  tha 
use  Ihp  said  receiver  made  of  said  money  ;  copies  of 
all  letters  and  instruclionn  from  the  Department  to  the 
asid  receiver  within  the  uid  period;  all  correspond- 
ice  in  the  possession  of  tha  Department,  and  other 
iformation  obtsiaed  by  the  Secretary  tfaereof,  in  rela- 
on  lo  any  improper  conduct,  violation  of  offioal  trasla 
r  omission  of  duly  on  the  part  of  said  receiver ;  to- 
gether with  a  statement  of  the  lime  at  which  the  Sec- 
retary  was  first  notified  or  bad  reason  to  sDipect  each 
improper  conduct,  violation  of  official  Iniit,  or  omis- 
uon  of  duty  ;  the  mesiurea  adapted  lo  recover  said 
money,  (if  any;)  the  lime  wben  tbey  were  c^nmen- 
oed  ;  whatigentwasemployedfbrthat  purpoee;  what 
he  accom[Jisbed;  the  compensation  allowed  Um  lor 
the  same;  if  anymortgageor  deedof  trust  onlandhaa 
been  given — what  land !  the  price  at  which  it  was 
originatly  sold  by  the  GovemmeDt;  whether,  in  the 
opinioQ  of  said  Becretory,  the  valuation  of  the  land 
has  deprecistsdl  end,  if  so,  whether,  making  all  dna 
allowance  for  such  depiedation,  the  said  debt  is  well 
secured  to  the  GovernmeDt;  who  are  the  said  receiv- 
er'a  eecurilies ;  in  what  sum  bound;  and  what  pro- 
ceedings have  been  instituted  sgainstthemi 

Mr.  Moore  said  the  Dumber  of  abuses  which 
have  taken  place  under  the  law,  operating  upon 
those  who  have  the  custody  of  puUic  money,  and 
the  injury  Government  has  sustained  have  be- 
come so  extenaive  and  alarming,  that  1  presume 
these  circuifstances  will  afford  a  sufficient  apolo- 

Sy  for  the  call  on  the  Treasury  Department  for 
le  information  embraced  by  this  resolution.  This 
information  is  necessary^  because  report  varies  as 
to  the  amount  of  the  injury  Government  has  sus- 
tained in  this  particular  case,  from  9^3,000  to 
9160,000. 

This  resolution  also  requires  information  as  lo 
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the  amount  of  monev  in  ibe  hands  of  theReceiv- 
er^  at  the  ead  of  eecn  quarter,  from  1817,  itll  dis- 
mused  from  office.  This  iafoTmatioQ  I  have 
■ought,  with  a  view,  that  if  the  law,  as  ii  exists  at 
present,  is  so  lame  as  ddi  to  require  retnros  to  be 
made  bjr  the  Receiver  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaanry,  as  to  ihe  amount  of  money  in  bis  bands 
until  it  has  amounted  to  sucli  an  cDOrmoun  sum, 
and  thereby  put  it  in  his  power  to  commii  such 
fraud  and  abuse,  I  wish  to  make  it  the  fonndaiion 
for  a  mollification  of  the  law  in  this  respect. 

A^in,  sir,  I  wish  this  information  m  relation 
to  the  amount  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Re- 
ceiver  at  the  end  of  each  qoarter,  because  It  is 
probable  the  amount  for  which  this  officer  has 
failed  to  the  Qovernment,  is  precisely  the  amount 
lie  stands  indebted  to  the  Government  for  pur- 
chases of  public  land.  And  if  this  should  be  the 
ctM,  sir.  It  will  prove  the  necessity  of  enactjog  a 
law  restraining  the  receivers  of  public  moneys 
from  becoming  purchasers  of  public  lands  at  any 
nle  in  which  ibey  have  an  immediate  agency. 

Mr.  Speaker,  many  of  the  difficulties  and  mis' 
fortane*  which  liave  visited  the  citizens  who  have 
heeit  puicbaaaa  of  public  land  in  the  Stale  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent,  hare  their  origin 
in  this  source.  Yonr  punlic  officers,  sir,  and  pub- 
lic agienta,  iDtnisted  to  sell  yovr  land,  become  tend 
apeonlalors.  Thev  purchase  individually,  and  join 
large  cornpanies  formed  for  (h%  purpose  of  specu- 
lation. They  tnd  on  their  credit  with  the  Oov- 
emmentagainsl  the  honest  man's  purse — no  money 
required  to  Im  paid  by  them.  The  consequence  of 
which  is,  that  the  actual  improver  of  the  soil,  the 
respectable  planter  who  has  placed  his  affections 
on  a  spot  with  -a  view  of  malting  it  ■  home,  by 
which  to  raise  his  family,  is  driven  from  your 
country.  Yes,  sir,  the  honest  yeomanry  of  the 
country,  whose  intentions  were  to  settle  and  im- 


exist  the  very  bone  and  sinew  of  the  Crov«rameBt, 
who  protect  and  defend  the  country,  these  ai« 
^rea  away,  sir,  and  foreign  apeculators  claim 
the  land  in  tneir  place.  Sir,  one  object  is  to  pre- 
Teat  these  evils  io  futare,  and  by  restraining  tneae 

rita  from  porchasine  at  their  own  salesj  to  give 
honest  [Manier,  ana  the  settler  on  public  land, 
a  fhir  opporiunily  of  becoming  purchasers,  and  ob- 
taining  tne  possession  of  that  spot  which  has  been 
rendered  valuable  by  their  own  labor.  These, 
Mr.  M.  said,  were  some  of  the  prominent  reasons 
which,  inflaenced  him  in  the  introduction  of  this 
resolution. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day.  , 

MILITARY  PEACE  ESTABLI8HMENT. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whde  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  in 
addition  to  the  act  to  rednc«  and  fix  the  Military 
Feace  EstablishmenL 

The  question  recurred  upon  striking  out  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  which  was  carried ;  and 
«D  motion  of  Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  the  third 
section  was  also  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  also  moved  to  strike 


out  thai  part  of  the  fourth  section  which  provided 
to  reduce  the  Quartermaster  General  to  the  rank 
of  a  colonel ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  tht 
mover,  the  qnestton  was  taken,  and  the  molion 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  TitAOT  moved  to  strike  out  the  subsequeoi 
part  of  the  same  section,  which  provides  for  the 
abolition  of  the  offices  of  two  qaRrtermasters,  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  canied. 

Mr.  WooncocE,  after  a  number  of  appropriate 
retaarks,  submitted  the  following  amen^eni,  ss 
a  second  section  to  the  bill : 

Sir.  S.  And  be  it  fitrt/ier  tnacltd.  That  it  sbill  be 
IhedutyorthsPrtsiifent  of  tbe  United  States  to  aim 
to  be  consolidaud  and  ■rrmged  the  eompitiiei  tod 
reKimenlt  or  infantry  anil  artillery,  m  h  to  tono  fna 
r^aent)  of  infiintry,  consiallnB  of  tan  compaDMa 
each,  and  two  rcgineulaof  artilleiy.oDnaiaUDf  of  tan 
rampanie*  each,  with  the  neiiesfsry  ragiBenlalUaff to 
each  rofiment;  am]  to  eanao  tfas  surplus  or  ■DparaD- 
msiary  officers,  non-commiasioaAd  omears,  and  nun- 
ciana,  to  be  diamiaaed  trorn  aerriee,  froai  and  mfleillu 
day  of nait. 

A  very  general  discussion  enaued  upon  the 
amendment,  which  extended  to  the  geoeral  policy 
of  the  preaeni  Military  EataUishment  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  in  which  the  amendment  proposing  to 
reduce  and  coasolidale  was  supported  h^  Messr. 
WoonoocK,  Camnon,  Gilmer,  Wriobt,  and 
Rbea  ;  and  opposed  by  Meovs.  PoiiraEiT,  Wood, 
McDuFFiE,  Cook,  Tatnall,  and  Eustis  ;  when 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  aeg- 
atived — ayes  62,  noes  95. 

Mr.  EcsTra  moved  to  strike  out  the  sixih  sec- 
tion of  the  bitL  in  relation  to  medicines,  aurgical 
instruments,  and  other  medical  and  hospital  sup- 
plies ;  and  the  question  thereon  was  taken  without 
debate,  and  carried  without  division. 

The  subsequent  sections  of  the  bill,  to  the  10th 
inclusive,  af^er  having  sustained  a  variety  of  mod- 
ificalioos  and  amendments  in  their  details,  w^e 

Mr.  PoiKSBTT  moved  to  strike  out  the  lilh 
section,  which  provides  for  discharging  the  sa- 
pemumaary  officers  and  enlisted  men  of  the  Ord- 
nance department ;  bat  the  motion  was  n^atived. 

The  11th  and  tSth  sections  (being  the  residoe 
of  the  bill)  having  bem  gone  through  wiih,  and 
the  blanks  filled— 

Mr.  Hardin  submitted,  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion, an  amendment,  the  parpori  of  which  was  to 
rep^l  all  such  ecb,  orders,  rules,  and  resolutions, 
as  have  allowed  to  tbe  officers,  and  persons  of  the 
Army,  or  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
commutation  for  servanLt'  hire,  subsistenca,  or 
clothing;  and  tbe  qoestion  thereon  being  taken, 
it  was  carried.  Tbe  Committee  then  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill  as  amended,  and  the  House  ad-  * 
jouroed. 


Trurbday,  April  IS. 
Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  and  em- 
power the  Corporatiouof  the  City  of  Washington, 
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in  the  Dixtrici  of  Columbia,  to  drain  the  low 
groonds  on  and  near  the  public  reserratiooB,  and 
to  inijwoTe  and  ornament  ceitaio  pails  of  such  re- 
serrations,"  reported  the  samewithoui  amendment, 
and  it  wtti  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Floto  snbmilted  the  foUowing^  resolution, 
Yiz; 

Suehad,  That  thg  Prealdtnt  of  tha  United  StatM 
bersqontej  to  mdm  to  be  comaonicntsd  to  thii  Boom, 
if  not  iBJiDiani  to  tha  public  good,  anj  letter  or  ann- 
muaiotioa  which  may  hsTe  bmin  recwTed  frnin  Jona- 
than Rs«m1I,  EaqniTc.  one  of  the  Hiniiteia  of  the 
United  State*,  who  canetnded  the  Treat;  of  Ciheni, 
alter  the  ligaature  o!  that  treaty,  and  which  was  *r ril- 
ten  in  conibrini^  to  the  iodicationi  contained  in  aslJ 
Hiniitei'i letter,  dated  bC Ghent, SStb December,  1SI4. 

The  TEsolation  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  McLake,  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  Hou!«  on  Che  state  of  the  Union,  to 
which  is  commi,tted  the  bill  to  render  permanent 
the  Naval  Peace  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  ynt  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Naral  Affairs. 

The  Hotwe  took  up,  and  proceeded  to  consider, 
the  bill  horn  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  abol- 
ish the  United  States  trading  establishments  with 
Uie  IndMn  tribes :"  Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  bSl  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  of 
this  House  to  reflate  Che  iaiercounewith  the  In- 
dian tribes  withm  the  Utkitad  Stales  and  the  ter- 
ritories hereof. 

A  moiira  Wbs  made  by  Mr.  Hehphiix,  that  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  com- 
mitted &e  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of 
the  Comberland  road,  he  discharged  from  the  con- 
■ideiation  thereof,  and  that  it  be  committed  to  the 
CommiltM  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union ;  which  motion  was  disagreed  to  by  the 
Houae. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  aaco'taining  claims  and  titles  to  land  within 
the  Territory  of  Florida  ;"  in  which  bill  (hey  ask 
the  coacnrT«nce  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Gobhah'b  resolution,  laid  mi  the  table 
yesterday,  caliiiig  for  information  respecting  the 
FrcBchahipiiaPensee.  was  taken  up,  and  adopted. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
MooBB,  of  Alabama,  calling  for  information  re- 
EpectinK  certain  transactions  in  the  HimlsTille 
Land  Office,  was  also  taken  up,  and  af^er  a  few 
remarks  by  Moobe,  the  same  was  adopted. 

Mr.  RioB  sobmitted  the  following  Teeoluiion  : 

Rtmked,  That  the  69th  section  of  Ibo  rules  and  or- 
dcrk  of  the  Bouse  be  eipnnged,  and  the  following'  sab- 
■titaled  in  lien  thereof,  to  wit : 

Exchnire  of  the  "  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,"  there  shall  be  three  committees  of 
the  whole  Hooee,  to  wit :  One  on  bitli  end  other  aab- 
jecta  ol  a  pnbUc  or  general  nature  ;  one  <»i  prirate  or 
loeid  bOls ;  and  one  on  eut^oeu  of  a  local  or  [4i*ate 
nstar*,  vpon  wllich  ontaTonblo  raporta  shall  have 
been  naada  by  a  cmnntitue  ;  and  when  a  subieet  absU 


hftTs  been  referred  to  a  Conn>itte«  of  the  Whole,  it 
shall  be  aasigned  to  the  appropriate  comniltee  by  the 
Speaker  ;  and  unleH  otherwise  •pecially  ordered,  shall 
be   entered  on   the  calendar  for  the  next  succeeding 

The  House  b»>ing  resolved  into  either  uf  the  said 
committees,  the  several  subjects  referred  to  it  shall  be 
announced  by  the  ChBirmen,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  Bland  upon  the  calendar;  and  any  number  may, 
in  the  diacretion  of  the  committee,  be  considered  at  the 
same  nltlDg.  But  no  aubjecl  ehall  be  considered,  ex- 
cept on  the  motran  of  a  member,  seconded  by  a  major- 
ity Of  the  eommillee  :  Propidtd,  Thai  the  Honse  may 
ipettatiSf  ntoln  itself  into  a  CommitHeof  the  Whole, 
upon  any  anhject,  which  a  committee  shall  previously 
have  refused  to  consider. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 

Mr.  Van  Wvck  moved  to  take  up  the  motion 
to  print  five  tboasand  extra  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Retrenchmetil,  bat  the  motion 
was  negatired,  ayes  59,  noes  64. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  Mr.  Cook  moved  for  the 
conHideration  of  the  report  of  the  special  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  subject  of  inspecting  the 
Western  Laitd  Officen  ;  bat  the  House  refwd  to 
consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Wriobt  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  es- 
cape of  ftuilive^  slaves,  Ac. ;  but,  the  question 
bemg  put,  Mr.  W.'b  motion  was  nef[attyed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aseertam  claims  and 
titles  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Florida,  was  twice 
read  and  referred. 

The  Honse  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  hill  in  addition  to  an  act  to  reduce  and  fix 
the  Military  Peace  Establishmeal. 

The  question  recurred  upon  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  ameadments 


meats,  be  laid  on  the  table — which  was  agreed  to. 
MILITARY  APPB0PRIATI0N8. 

The  Honse  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  farther  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1833,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  aj^ropria- 
tion  for  Fort  Delaware,  but,  afier  a  few  explana- 
tory remarks  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Harytaad,  the 
motion  was  witbidrawn;  and  the  ai^ropriation  for 
that  fort,  and  for  Forts  Washington  and  Monroe, 
were  respectively  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CsAUBEBe  moved  to  strike  oat  the  appro- 
priation of  ^50,000  for  Fort  Calhoan. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  discnssion  which 
spread  into  a  wide  debate,  and,  after  thirty-one 
speeches  had  been  made  thereon  by  Messrs.  Cbah- 
BBBB,  WAi.woHTH,FLOTD,F-JoBNBOn,  Trimble, 
WARriELD,  CocKB,  and  Coloen,  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  and  by  Messrs.  Bassbtt,  Merceb,  Smith, 
of  Maryland,  Little,  McCot,  Tod,  Bsboken- 
RiDQE,  Poinsett,  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  Wbicbt, 
Bavlieh,  and  Seboeant,  against  it,  the  Commit- 
tee, before  any  qnestion  was  taken  thereon,  rose 
and  reported  prepress,  and  the  House  adjouraed. 
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Fbidav,  April  19. 

Mr.  Rankin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  eotitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  pant- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emplioD  to  cerlaia  settlers  in 
the  Slate  of  Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes," 
reported  the  same  with  amendments.  The  bill 
and  ameadmenis  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Commtltee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  enlitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gieenbury  H. 
Murphy,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  it  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Flotd's  resolution,  submitted  yesterday, 
calling  for  information  from  the  Executive  in  re- 
lation to  the  correspondence  of  Jonathan  Russell, 
Eki].,  Minister  of  the  United  States,  in  concluding 


Tb  the  Hoa»t  of  Reprutntaiiw  .- 

I  eommunicits  to  the  Hnuie  of  Rrpt«Mnt«liT» 
copie*  of  fundrf  pipen  hiiing  ralation  to  th<  traot- 
aetiDni  in  Eait  ■ad  West  Florida,  which  ba>«  been 
lecaiTeJ  it  ihe  Daputment  of  State  iinoe  tny  Mesnge 
to  the  two  Houssa  of  CongrcM,  of  the  S8th  of  JaODarj 
last,  logeihci  with  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  Bee- 
retsry  of  Btata  upon  the  sane  ■iVbjecL 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WisBiaanait,  April  18,  19!t2. 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  lie  od  the  uble. 

The  Spbakeh  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasun,  informing  the 
House  that  the  informatioit  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution of  this  House,  of  the  10th  instant,  m  relation 
10  the  sales  of  public  lands  in  each  of  the  States 
and  Territories,  and  the  price  at  which  the  same 
was  sold,  cauaot  be  furnished  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress;  which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

THE  VINE  AND  OLIVE. 

The  biU  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  part  of  the  public 
lands  to  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the  fine  and 
olive,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Rankin  presented  a  variety  of  considera- 
tions in  support  of  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  re- 
lied to  inquiries  made  by  Mr.  Hill  and  Mr. 
Walwobth. 

Mr.  Gilmer  opposed  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  enabled  the  purchasers  and  occupiers  of 
ceitaiD  parts  of  the  lajid  to  hold  the  same  at  two 
dollars  per  acre,  when  they  were  worth  forty,  and 
the  residue  of  the  lands  would  be  useless  tc  *'" 
United  States. 

Mr.  Cook  was  also  opposed  to  it  on  the  same 
ground,  and  he  added  that  the  individuals  who 
entered  into  the  association  well  understood  the 
tetms  of  the  contract,  and  there  was  no  good 


5 round  that  it  was  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
le  object  for  which  the  ^nt  was  ori^natly 


made.  To  encourage  the  cultivation  of  the  viae 
and  olivewasthe  pticoary  object  of  ifaegrani,  and, 
without  the  provision  of  this  bill,  he  believed  liiti 
object  could  not  be  attained. 

Mr.  GiLMEH  moved  that  the  bill  be  recommiiicd 
to  the  Committee  on  ibe  Public  Lands.  On  Ibis 
motion  the  merits  of  the  bill  were  incidentally  ia- 
cus.^  byMessrs.GiLUEBand  AlesandebSmttb, 
in  favor  of  the  recommitment,  and  by  Mestrs. 
Rankin,  Walwobth,  Moohe,  of  Alabama,  Mm- 
CEH,  and  Rhea,  in  oppositioD  to  it. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the 
explanation  that  bad  been  given  by  the  Kentleman 
from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  Rankin,)  and  hoped  the 
bill  would  be  adopted  in  its  present  shape. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  n^tived; 
and  the  bill  was  finally  passed  and  returned  to  the 
Senate. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Cominit- 

e  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on 
the  bill  makins  further  appropriations  for  tbe  flip- 
port  of  the  Military  EsiaUishment  of  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  year  1822. 

The  question  recurred  upon  striking  out  the  ap- 
propriation for  the  erection  of  Fort  Calhoun,  oa 
the  Chesapeake. 

The  debate  was  opened  by  Mr.  Babsitt  in  op- 
position to  the  motion.  He  viewed  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  readied 
to  the  observations  made  yesterday  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Thimble.)  He  thouebt 
we  were  not  departing  from  the  economy  of  Jef 
ferson,  but  on  this  subject  were  following  wilb 

, 1_  -  ■■-  Tfhich  t^  ■  ■— ' 

might  ensue  to  the  country  m  the  result  of  an  oo- 
successful  naval  confiict  with  an  enemy,  if  we  bad 
not  fortifications  to  shelter  a  retreat,  or  to  afibrd 
protection  to  our  cities,  and  expatiated  at  leikgtb 
upon  the  peculiar  importance  and  expediency  of 
the  fort  in  question. 

Mr.  CoLOEN  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  sab- 
jeci,  which  could  not  be  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  Baluwin  did  not  rise  to  make  any  remarb 
on  the  subject  of  the  specific  appropriation  now 
proposed,  but  only  to  reply  to  observations  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Habdin,)  yesle^ 
day,  and  he  explained  lully  and  at  length  the 
circumstances  in  relation  to  the  alleged  excess  of 
expenditures  over  the  appropriations  of  the  last 

After  a  few  quaies  by  Mr.  Mallarv,  and  aa 
explanation  bjr  Mr.  Babbett — 

Mr.  Stgblino,  of  New  York,  took  the  floor,  and 
adverted  to  the  charge  made  yesterday  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War,  oi  transcending  the  appropria- 
tions of  last  year;  and  upon  the  First  CleiK,  of 
narticipaiing  in  the  contract  for  the  works  at  the 
Rip  Raps,  and  of  injuring  the  public  interest 
Ihereby.  Mr.  8.  went  into  a  particular  examina- 
tion 01  tbe  subject,  and  referred  to  documents,  by 
which  he  contended  it  was  fully  shown,  that, 
instead  of  transcending  the  appropriation,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  had  kept  witnm  it  by  more  tlMn 
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Stteea  tfaoDMnd  dollars.  And  in  respect  Id  the 
Chief  Clerk,  Ht,  8.  remarked  that  the  gentlemRD 
(Hr.  Cocke)  who  nwde  the  fitatera^Dt  waa  ap- 
poJDted  in  1819  ehairmso  of  a  committee  to  iiive»' 
lieaiE  ihe  snbject,  and  had  shrnok  from  the  task 
of  reporting  upon  it,  Mr.  S.  contended  that  the 
contract  was  fairly  made;  that  the  Government 
tested  the  expense  by  experiments ;  that  the  own- 
ers of  the  quarries  were  notified  and  consulted ; 
that  thpre  were  five  bidders  for  the  contract;  that 
the  lowest  terms  were  accepted  ;  and  that  the 
contractor  afterwards  refused  to  extend  the  con- 
uact  on  similar  terms. 

tit.  CocKB  said,  that  the  statement  made  hy  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  tfaftt  the  committee 
bad  shrank  from  an  investigation  of  the  case  of 
Mix's  contract,  &c^  on  a  fonner  occasion,  was  not 
foanded  on  fact  as  regarded  himself.  (Mr.  G.)  He 
nerer  bad  shrunk  from  any  duty  tnat  he  had  to 
perform,  and  he  never  would  do  so.  The  com- 
mittee which  had  been  alluded  to,  aAer  two  sit- 
tings, never  could  be  got  ttwether  again ;  which 
fact,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  at  the  time  communicate 
to  the  House;  and  had  he  known  that  he  could 
have  procnred  an  addition  to  the  committee  by  a 
motion  to  that  eSect,  he  certainly  would  have 
applied  to  the  House  for  that  purpose.  Mi.  C. 
repeated  what  be  had  before  stated,  that  the  con- 
tract in  queation  was  made  without  a  previous 
publication  of  it;  that  Christopher  Vandeventer 
was,  when  the  committee  made  the  investigation, 
from  bia  own  acknowledgment,  owner  of  one-hali 
of  the  contract,  for  which  he  gave  one  hundred 
dollars ;  and  Mix  and  Jennings  each  owned  half 
of  the  remainder  ;  and  (as  he  understood  from 
gentlemen  in  this  House,  from  the  State  of  New 
York)  Elijah  Mix  was  no^at  the  time  oft  ' 
the  contract,  worth  one  hundred  dollars. 
Mr.  C.  aj^tealed  to  those  gentlemen  for  a 
mation  of  the  fact.  From  all  the  circumstances 
attending  the  contract,  Mr.  C.  repeated  (as  he  had 
before  said)  he  did  not  believe  the  Government 
had  had  justice  done  to  it. 

Mr.  Hardin  disclaimed  having  made  any  charge 
or  accnsation  on  any  department,  but  contended 
that  the  statements  he  had  made  were  correct,  and 
that  Ihe  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Stem- 
uNo)  bad  misconceived  the  propoailions  he  had 
advanced. 

Mr.  McDoFFiE  replied  at  length  to  the  remarks 
made  yesterday  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Kentuckv, 
(Mr.  Hahdin,)  aod  took  a  wide  range  of  remark, 
animadverting  upon  the  report  of  the  Retrench- 
ment Committee,  (so  called,]  which  he  contended 
was  altogether  incorrect,  and  defending  the  char- 
acter and  policy  of  the  present  Administration,  in 
a  speech  of  nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Hardin  replied  in  txtenio  to  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
McDdfpibj)  and  defended  the  report  of  tbe  Com- 
inittee  of  Relreuchmeot,  by  reference  to  a  variety 
of  documents  and  estimates. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  made  a  few  further 
observations  upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  ap- 
propriation, and  also  pointed  out  what  he  deemed 
to  be  an  error  of  five  hundred  aod  twenty-one 


thousand  dollars  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Retrenchment. 

Mr.  Wbipplb  (a  member  of  the  committee)  ex- 
plained ,  and  contended  that  tbe  mistake  just  pointed 
out  did  not  exist. 

Mr.  RsEA  expressed  his  sentiments  in  favor  of 
the  appropriatioa. 

Mr.  McDiJFnB  rejoined  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hardin,)  and 
reviewed  the  various  topics  that  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Hardin  replied  to  the  observatioas  of  tbe 
^  utleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,)  and  also 
animadverted  upon  (he  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  McDnrpiE.) 

Further  remarks  were  made  on  the  subject  by 
Messrs.  Smitb  of  Maryland,  F.  Jones,  Roea,  and 
H.  Nelson  ;  when  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress^  and  then  the  House  adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  20. 

Onferaf,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  to  which  was  referred  tbe  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of  John  Donnelson,  Thomas  Carr, 
and  others,"  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  tbe  Public  Lands. 

^ilertd,  That  the  Message  of  tbe  President  of 
the^nited  States  of  the  17th  instant,  communi- 
cating a  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  tbe  Ministers  of  Great  Britain  and 
Russia,  relative  to  the  claims  of  those  Govern- 
ments, respectively,  to  certain  parts  of  the  north- 
west coast  of  America,  be  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  lOih  of  December  last  "  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  occupying  the 
Columbia  river  aod  the  territory  of  tne  United 
States  adjacent  thereto;  and  of  regulating  the 
trade  with  the  Indian  tribes." 

Mr.  Rica  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  Mon- 
day next,  call  for  tbe  consideration  of  a  resolution 
by  him  heretofore  submitted  for  alteriDK  the  rules 
of  the  House,  and  he  presented  the  Tollowing, 
which  he  wished  to  be  subjoined  thereto,  and 
which  lies,  of  course,  one  day  on  the  table: 

"  With  the  exception  or  the  three  Uit  weeks  of  a 
■eision,  bill*  of  a  tocil  or  prirale  nalnre,  snd  report* 
of  committeen,  other  than  bills,  on  the  like  sabjecta, 
■hall,  to  tbe  eiclDsian  of  other  boainen,  (the  penod 
ibr  going  into  committee  having  been  reached,)  be 
considered  on  Friday  and  Satardij  in  each  week,  and 
on  no  other  dtji ;  Prtmidtd,  Thst  this  rale  ■hall  not 
prcvenl  the  third  reading  of  a  bill  on  any  other  days, 
nor  the  coniideration  of  tny  snbject  upon  which  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  shsll  hsve  made  a  report." 

Mr.  Babbett,  from  the  select  committee,  ap- 
pointed on  that  subject,  reported  a  bill  concerning 
the  disbursements  of  public  money;  which  was 
twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  tbe 
j  amendment  proposed  by  this  House  to  the  amend- 
1  ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  from  this  House, 
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entitled  "An  'SCl  to  provide  for  paying  to  tbe  State 
of  Missouri  three  per  ceoE.  of  the  net  proceeds  ari- 
sing fram  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  irlthin  the 
tamej"  and  ask  a  conference  thereon,  at  which 
they  have  appointed  managers  on  ibeir  part. 

Mr.  Van  WrcK  ienew«l  his  motion  to  cause 
fire  thousand  eictra  copies  of  (he  first  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Retrenchment  to  be  printed ;  but 
the  questien  of  eoasideralioa  being  put,  it  -was 
again  n^pHtred— ayes  50,  noes  60. 

REDUCTION  OF  PAY  OF  CONGRKeS. 

Mr.  Haroin,  from  the  sdect  committee  hereto- 
fore appointed  on  the  subject  of  retrenchnient  of 
the  public  expenditure,  made  a  further  report 
tberebn,  accompanied  fay  a  hill. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  lelBct  conimittM,  to  whicb  w«a  nfarred  •  ree- 
olulion  (liisdiBB  id  inqDirr  to  be  wada  whether  ooj 
part  of  the  public  expenditure  can  be  retrenched  nitb- 
out  detriment  to  the  public  serrice,  and  nbelher  there 
be  an;  efficei  or  appointments  in  the  GoTeraiiient  of 
the  Uniied  Males  wbioh  have  become  uaelsH  and  vn- 
necesaary,  and  can  be  diapanied  wilh.ieport,  in  part, 
that,  frmn  the  best  estimate  wbic^  the;  ohd  make  as 
to  tbe  average  eipenies  of  both  Benaea  of  Coogrget, 
taking  one  seaMon  with  anothei,  and  allowing  each 
aaaaion  to  bs  at  long  as  the  aeuien  of  the  Sixteenth 
Congieai,  the  same  will  ataod  thus,  or  nearl;  so  : 
Fa;  and  mHeage  of' the  membera  -  -  #836,970  SO 
Salaries  of  cUriu,  Ac.  -  -  -  •  I7,K#  00 
Salaiio*  of  Door^eepen  and  Sergeaot-al- 

Arma 9,000  00 


$3fl3,07G  90 


The  committee  propoas  to  reduce  Ihe  paj  and  mile- 
age of  the  membera  la  six  dollara  per  dsj,  and  six  dol- 
laii  for  e«Bry  twentj  miles  travel ;  alio  tbe  pt;  of  the 
Clerk  Df  the  House  of  Repreaentatiret  and  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  to  C3,000  each,  ths  principal  deputy  of 
each'Honse  to  Itl.OOO,  and  the  other  deputies  to$1,!i)0 ; 
the  DoeAoepen  and   their  Aaetitauts,  and  the  6er- 

rtDt-at-Arma  of  each  Hooae,  to  six  dollara  a  day, 
ring  the  aeawon  of  Congreai ',  and  to  each  Soer- 
keeper,  for  taking  osre  of  that  pait  of  the  Capitol  aet 
apart  Ibrthe  use  of  Congreaa,  $S0O  in  addition.  If 
the  rsductioD  pniposed  shall  be  mads,  it  will  lessen  the 
aipendituie  for  the  Legislative  Department  about 
900,000  ■nnoall; ;  and,  after  tbe  Seveateeolb  Coa- 
giesa,  the  reduclioa  will  be  equal  to  near  9100,000. 
Tbe  committee,  in  proposing  lo  reduce  the  eipensoa 
of  (he  Iiegislstivc  Dapartoiant,  are  inflnsnced  by  aev- 
eral  consideraiiona.  They  are  decidedly  of  opiaion 
Ihsl  nothing  can  save  the  nation  from  a  systeo  of 
internal  taxation,  but  retrenchment  in  tbe  public  ex- 
penditures, a  return  to  good  old  piineiplei,  which,  tor 
some  yesra  paat,  luve  twon  loetaigbt  of.  Ths  pay  of 
the  msmbers  of  Cougreaa,  from  the  formation  of  the 
Ooiernment  until  a  lew  yeari  ago,  waa  what  i*  now 
propoeed  by  ths  committee,  and  money  ia  worth  as 
much  now  la  it  bad  been  at  any  period  within  the  Isat 
twenty  or  thirty  yesn. 


To  that  it  may  be  answered,  that  the 
nrmer  eipenmentsof  the  Oevcrnnenl  in  its  operation 
before   tbe  compenaation  was  reised,  prove  Ue  eon- 


trary ;  for  (be  l>eal  laknli  in  America,  since  the  tn- 
mation  of  tbia  GoverMnent,  have  been  prend  and  an- 
bitious  of  a  seat  in  Ceogress  ;  besides,  ■enay  caiesl 
be  the  object  of  eoj  man  in  ace^diog  a  seat  in  Cm- 
pesa.    An  indemnity  iaall  be  can,  oionghtloeipMi 
It  has  been  alleged  by  aome  that  the  pay  of  the  dmd- 
bera  should  be  ao  high  as  to  make  thnn  entirelj  inda- 
pendeitt  of  [he  influence  of  Executive  paliguagc.   ir 
tbere  be  any  Ctaing  in  that  arguraent,  ttua  inaner  mij 
be   given — that  the  committee  are  tearliil  that  eiglU    , 
ddUn  a  diy  would  not  answer  the  deaired  porpoaa.    | 
Withont  geing  further  into  the  diaeuanon  of  tbu  qcei'    | 
tiOD,  tbe  cmamiltee  ate  nnaoimondy  of  opiniuo  that,    \ 
in  the  great  and  good  work  of  retrenchment,  CiFngmi 
ought  to  be  tbe  arat  to  aet  an  example  to  the  Manet 
of  the   nation,  and   begin   with  tbemialvea.    Tbtj, 
therefore,  to  effcclDate  the  objects  painted  out  in  tkii 
report,  enhMit  to  the  House  tl  .-      .  '.> 


HILITABY  APPROPHIATIONS. 

The  House  that  resolved  itself  into  a  Camodi- 
lee  of  die  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  on    j 
llie  bill  mating  further  apprMrlalions  for  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  Uniied   Stales  for  ihe  rear 
1^.  '        I 

Tbe  ^estian  recorred   tipon  strikiBg  odI  At    i 
Kpptopriation  for  the  erection  of  Fort  Catbeaa, 
on  the  Cbenpeake,  and  the  same  was  put  and 
nsatired  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  BuTLHR,  of  New  Hompshire,  moved  to 
amend  the  section  by  adding  Thereto  a  chtu^  pio- 
ridiag  that  nii  part  of  the  appropriation  should  be 
appli«l  on  the  eonttsrct  made  with  Elijah  Ha- 
«n  the  25th  July,  1818. 

Mr.  Ba-wtbb  was  opposed  to  the  proviso,  bui 
the  reasons  which  he  anered  could  not  be  heatd 
by  (he  reporter. 

Mr.  SaiiTH,  of  Maryland,  also  opposed  tbr 
amendment.    He  regarded  it  as  going  to  declares  ' 
dissolution  of  a  contract  wbicb  Congress  had  re- 
peatedly affirmed. 

Mr.  Bdtlbh  contended  that  the  eonlracims 
made  in  contravention  of  tbe  laws  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  that  there  was  such  reason  to  inispcct 
that  there  waa  fraud  in  the  case  as  would  justify 
us  in  withholding  tbe  appropriation. 

Mr.  Rosa  omosed  the  proviso,  not  only  ou  lli« 
CTonnd  assumed  by  the  Kcntleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.  Smitb,)  bat  a^  on  the  principle  ibai. 
Congress  having  recognised  the  contract,  it  wai 
now  too  late  to  annul  it,  and  he  shooid  vole 
against  the  amendment,  althoa^h  be  had  b««n 


n  the 

subject,  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
motion  negatived  by  a  large  majority;  and  the 
blank  was  filled  «s  proposeoby  the  Contraineeof 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  appropriation  for  fortifying  Mobile  Point 
being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Cocke  moTed  to  strike  out  the  section,  and 
to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  an  appropriation  for  (he 
specific  purpose  of  colleciing  malerials  for  that 
fortification.  The  principle  on  whicb  be  pre- 
ferred B  specific  appropriation  was,  that  the  money 
heretofore  approi^iatM  for  the  fortification  at  Mo- 
bile Point  had  not  been  applied  to  ihat  object,  but 
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btd  been  inuisferr«d  to  Cokioel  Gratiot,  at  Nor- 
fbli^  waA  be  refened  to  decamautii  oa  the  subjecL 

Mr.  J.  S.  JoKNBTON  coBteBded  ibat  the  money 
bad  beea  applied  to  th«  great  object  Tor  nhieli  it 
was  appropriated,  &nd  lie  examiaEd  with  minule- 
Dtsa  the  pardcalar  cireumelaDCCB  of  the  caae  in 
question.  Mr.  J.  also  adverted  to  tbe  topics  that 
had  been  drawn  iDto  discauion  yesterday,  and 
contended  that  tbe  queatioD,  wbelber  the  Secre- 
tary had  assamed  an  aadae  responsibitity  upon 
himself  or  not,  ought  not  to  be  orongbt  lo  bear 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CocKC  replied,  and  expressed  bis  dissent  to 
the  justificalioD  of  the  Secretary  of  War  wbicb 
bad  been  urged  by  tbe  geotleiaaa  from  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  JoBMaTON,J  and  again  reviewed  tbe  positions 
he  bad  taken  on  ibe  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  eiplained  the  facts 
in  relation  lo  the  origin  and  changes  of  the  con- 
Iraci  for  building  tbe  fortifications  at  Mobile  Point, 
and  made  a  general  exposition  of  the  subject  of 
TortiGcations,  with  an  historical  sketch  of  the  pol- 
icy thai  had  been  pursued  for  a  series  of  years,  in 
ifcir  erection  and  extent.    He  also  expressed  his 


Bcijaiesence  in  the  amendment  proposed  by 
nfrom  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  and  ii 


mated  an  opinion  that  it  would  be  expedi 

(he  nailed  Slates  to  abandon  the  system  of  erect- 
ing their  fortifications  by  contract. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smytb  thought  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke,)  was  mistaken  in 
the  bets,  and  that  he  had  been  misled  by  tbe  simi- 
larity of  sums  to  suppose  that  a  transfer  bad  been 
made  of  the  awropriaiiou  for  Mobile  Point.  Mr. 
S.  contended  that  it  was  incorrect  policy  to  make 
specific  appropriations  to  fortifications  by  name. 
A  sum  sbonld  be  designated  by  Congress  for  the 

f;eneral  object,  and  tbe  distribution  of  it  should  be 
eft  to  tbe  Executive  Department,  and  on  that  de- 
pariHkeat  ibe  responsibility  sbouid  rest,  for  it*  cor- 
rect and  faithful  disbarsement  and  application. 
In  lefierence  to  tbe  alleged  tmufec,  he  remarked 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  absent  at  the  time 
the  fiical  arrangement  was  altered  into — that  it 
was  doDe  by  Uie  Prnident  of  the  United  Statt^ 
Ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Chief  of 
the  Bngineer  department.  The  Secretary  of  War, 
said  be,  probably  approved  of  it  subaequently,  but 
the  responsibiiity,  whatever  it  was,  seemed  to  rest 
upon  the  President ;  but  the  money  be  believed 
wa>  ikirly  expended  in  the  public  service,  and  in 
pmsaanee  of  the  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  "iKUiX  was  in  favor  of  tbe  amendment,  on 
lUe  ground  that  it  was  equivalent  to  an  expression 
of  tbe  intan lion  of  the  Honse  to  discontinue  the 
contract  for  building  the  fortification  at  Mobile 
Point;  from  wbicb  contract  lie  contended  tbe 
Uoiicd  States  was  fairly  absolved,  for  the  work 
waa  to  have  been  completed  in  1821  by  the  term* 
of  it.  He  alto  adverted  to  tbe  items  of  the  con- 
tract, which  be  thought  fully  proved  that  the  con- 
Iraci  was  disadvantageous  lo  the  Government,  and 
he  was  unwilling  lo  continue  it  further  than  a  le- 
gal  liabiliiy  imposed  an  obligation. 

Mr.  Shits,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  correct  what 
he  iboBght  was  an  error  of  tbe  gentleman  from 


Virginia,  (Mr.  Smttu,}  in  lelalioD  to  tbe  agency 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  transaction 
alluded  to,  and  which  he  said  wag  limited  to  the 
transfer  of  the  money  from  De  Russe  to  Coloae) 
GratioL 

Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  had  no  expectation 
that  the  contract  would  be  fulfilled  by  the  sureties 
of  Colonel  Hawkins,  and  he  thought  it  most  ex- 
pedient to  apply  the  appropriation  lo  the  procure- 
ment of  materials,  which  was,  in  his  opinion,  the 
only  mode  in  which  the  great  object  was  most 
likely  lo  be  accomplished.  Mr.  J.  was  unwilling 
lo  enter  into  the  expediency  of  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  because  thai  was  a  point  which  should 
be  lef^  to  those  to  whom  it  was  by  law  confided. 
The  dangers  of  climate,  and  the  aearness  of  pro- 
vision, rendered  labor  nigher  ai  Mobile  than  in 
the  State  of  New  York.  The  power  of  appro- 
priation, be  contended,  was  the  great  moral  power 
of  this  House,  and  be  diSered  entirely  from  tbe 
gentlemao  from  Vireinia  (Mr.  Suyth)  in  respect 
to  the  expediency  or  mabiog  appropriations  spe- 
cific. He  also  contended  it  was  expedient  to  pre- 
vent (be  competition  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
Union,  which  would  bring  odium  and  charge  of 
partiality  upon  the  Executive  officers, 

Mr.  Shy TB,  of  Virginia,  replied,  and  contended 
that  it  was  improper  for  the  Government  to  re- 
fuse to  fulfil  ihe  contract,  for  if  the  contractois 
had  violated  the  contract  by  noa-fulGiment  on  the 
one  hand,  tbe  Government  had  equally  violated 
it  by  withholding  the  stipulated  payments  on  the 
other.  He  also  animadverted  upon  the  other  lop-' 
ics  connected  with  [be  discussion.  He  expressed 
his  willineness  even  to  borrow  money  for  fortifi- 
cations, if  necessity  required  il  For  inelitulions 
of  a  perishable  nature,  he  was  not  willing  to  make 
a  charge  upon  posterity ;  but  for  imperishable  forti- 
fications, built  of  granite,  and  calculated  to  last 
for  eternity,  be  did  not  feei  that  it  would  be  unjuat 
to  tax  posterity,  as  ihey,  as  well  as  the  present 
generation,  were  to  participate  in  the  benefits  and 
security  they  may  aSbrd. 

The  subject  was  further  discussed  by  Messiv. 
Ta^CT,  F.  JoBKBaN,  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Habdik,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  H. 
Nelson,  and  Coos,  when  the  question  wa«  lake», 
and  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Pluubk,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  to  fill 
the  biank  with  tbe  sum  of  $30,000  instead  of 
850,000,  which  motion  was  supported  by  tha 
mover  and  Mr.  Cocke,  and  opposed  by  Meesis. 
MooaE,  of  Alabama,  JoBNSTOM,  of  JjOuisiana,And 


After  the  appropriation  for  fortifications  at  the 
Rigolets,  and  Chef  Menteur,  had  been  carried, 
Mr.  Seroeaht  moved  to  insert  a  clause  to  make 
an  appropriation  of  $19,000,  to  complete  the  Ar- 
senal at  Frankfort,  PenQsylvania. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  tbe  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  but  before 
any  question  was  taken  thereon,  the  Committee 
rose  and  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  lo 
sit  aeain. 

The  House  adjourned. 
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Monday,  April  23. 

Mr.  P.  Johnson,  from  ihe  Commiltee  on  the 
Podt  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish certain  post  roads,  and  to  discominue 
others;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  ibe  Committee 
of  Ways  anil  Means,  reported  a  bill  relating  to 
Treasury  notes ;  which  was  twice  read,  and  or- 
dered  To  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

[This  bill  provides :  "  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  do  Treasury  note  shall  be  re- 
ceived in  payment  on  account  of  the  United 
States,  or  paid  or  funded,  eicept  at  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States."] 

Mr.  Scott,  from  (be  Commiltee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  ibe  Sen- 
ate to  enable  the  holders  of  incomplete  French  and 
Spanish  titles  to  lands  in  Missouri  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their  lilies,  4c., 
reported  the  same  with  sundry  amendments;  ana 
Ihe  bill  and  amendments  were  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Hardin,  from  the  select  committee,  on  the 
subject  of  retrenchment,  reported,  in  part,  a  bill, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  reduce  the  Rerolutionary 
pensions,  for  all  grades  of  rank,  from  aod  al^er  a 
given  jay  in  the  year  1834,  to  four  dollars  per 
month. 

The  bill,  which,  Mr.  H.  computed,  would,  if 
passed,  effect  a  saving  of  $900,000  foe  the  first 
year  it  got  into  operation,  and  proportionably 
thereafter,  was  twice  read,  and  committed—Mr.  H. 
jtice  of  his  intention  to  call 
me  previously  reported  by  tbi 
mitlee,  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty 
made  at  Chicago,  and  a  treaty  made  at  Edwards- 
ville.  Whereupon,  it  was  ortleted  that  the  bill  be 
recommitted   to   the  Committee  of  Ways    and 

Mr.  BocBANAN  communicated  to  the  House  a 
resolution  adopted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsytvaoia,  requesting,  for  the  reasons  therein 
■laled,  that  the  fines  imposed  on  the  militia  of  that 
State,  for  non-compliance  with  certain  ret|oisi- 
tiona  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
late  war  with  Qreat  Bricaio,  may  be  transferred 
to  the  said  State,  with  power  to  collect  the  same; 
which  resolution  was  referred  to  the  sell  ' 
mittee 
of  said 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Warpigld,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  report  the  best  mode,  in  their  opinion, 
01  givinr  to  the  public  a  full  and  correct  state- 
ment of  tne  Rebates  and  proceedings  of  this  House ; 
and  Messrs.  Wabpield  Merceb,  Sehoeakt. 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  and  Gorbah,  were  appoiatea 
the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Scott  lubmilied  the  following  resolution  : 

Raolsed,  That  th«  Preiident  af  tba  United  BUtai 
bs  requMteJ  to  communicate  to  this  Houw  whether 
BDJ,  and,  if  anj,  how  mach  revenue  hai  accrued  to 
the  United  Btata*  from  the  leMes  ol  lead  mioei  in 
UjMouri;  (rhetber  any  ieoae,  promiaa,  or  agreement, 
u  DOW  in  force  for  any  lead  mine  in  Hiasouri,  and  tha 


copies  thereof,  if  in  writing,  and  the  lubstanee  Ihenot 
if  verbal,  with  all  the  leroiB,  conditions,  and  atipnlt- 
lione,  nritlan  ur  verbal,  aa  well  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  ae  on  the  part  of  the  leseee,  the  quiotitj 
of  land  leased,  pramiied,  or  eofaged,  to  each  perwn, 
their  naniea  anJ  placea  of  raaidence,  isgeibcrwUh  the 
Dame*  and  places  of  reaidence  of  their  ■eccrido,  if 
an;  ;  whether  the  eaid  Ireees,  promtiee,  agrcemeuu. 
or  engagenenla,  if  any,  are  in  force,  if  not  nan  m 
force,  when  will  tha;  be  completed  or  put  in  fbice; 
whether  aach  leasee,  promisee,  or  engagemente,  hut 
been  made  with  or  wiltiout  public  notice,  and  bj  wboB 
on  the  pert  of  the  United  Btatea,  and  with  wbom  m 
Ihe  part  of  the  leaeeet,  and  their  ■ecnritim,  if  inj. 
And  also  a  copy  of  the  regnlatione  and  instrucdciDi, 
If  any  have  been  made,  for  carrying  into  effect  any  lia 
aatboriiing  the  leasing  of  lead  minea. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
one  day. 

Mr.  BRBOKBNniooE  endeavored  to  obiaia  ■ 
hearing  of  the  bill  for  removing  the  district  eontt 
of  Kentuchjr  to  Louisville,  by  moving  to  dischargr 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  furlbei 
consideration  of  it,  in  order  to  bring  it  direcUf 
before  the  House.  But  the  motion  'was  opposed 
by  Mr.  J.  T.  Johnbon,  on  the  ground  that  thai 
bill  involved  something  like  an  a&rmalion  of  the 
propriety  of  giving  to  the  courts  of  the  Uniied 
States  jurisdiction  over  interior  waters,  navigable 
by  boats  only.  Mr.  B.  denied  that  this  question 
was  at  all  embraced  in  it;  but  Mr.  J.  persisted  in 
bis  opposition — and  finally  moved  to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  respecting  admiralty  jurisdiction,  u 
well  as  that  moved  by  Mr.  Breckekbidge.  And 
the  question  being  put  in  that  shape,  was  deoded 
in  the  negative.  So  the  House  refuseid  to  eniei 
into  the  consideration  of  either  of  said  bills. 

Mr.  Rica  celled  for  the  consideration  of  a  res- 
oluiion  by  him  submitted  on  a  former  day,  propo- 
sing If)  alter  the  rules  of  the  House;  but,  the 


was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Batxhan  moved  to  commit  the  billtoi 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Bcbton,  anil  negatived  ;  when  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  eogrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  WoonoocK  call^  for  the  conaiderabaB  of 
the  bill  to  extend  the  Jurisdiction  of  jostica  of 
the  peace  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  whieii 
wan  agreed  to  be  taken  up — ayes  SI. 

The  bill,  oQ  motion  of  Mr.  Woodcock,  wat 
then  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dit- 
Irict  of  Columbia,  with  directions  to  report  a  Ull 
thereon,  pursuant  to  an  amendment  that  bad  been 
adopted  by  the  House. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  comoiD' 
nication  from  the  Department  of  State,  traas- 
mitling  Ihe  annual  statement  respecting  passen- 
ger ships  and  vessels  ;  which,  on  motion  of  Mt. 
Tohlinbon,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  again  proceeded  to  consider  the 
message  of  (he  Senate,  notifying  that  they  insist 
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on  their  dingreemeDt  to  the  amendment  proposed 
l)y  this  House  to  tbejr  amendments  to  the  bjU  of 
tbU  Honse,  entitled  "An  act  lo  provide  for  paying 
to  llie  State  of  Miitsouri  three  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
within  the  same:"  Whereupon,  it  was  resolved, 
that  this  House  do  agree  to  the  conference  asked 
bf  the  Senate  upon  the  subject-matter  thereof, 
and  that  managcTs  be  appointed  to  attend  said 
conference  oo  ttieir  part ;  and  Messrs.  Ramkih, 
TiTLtiR,  and  Butleij  were  appointed  the  said 
maoagen. 

A  menage  from  the  Seoaie  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  hare  passed  the  bill  of  this  House, 
nitiiled  "An  act  mattinK  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Oovernnient  for  the  year  1822,"  with 
amendments;  and  they  have  passed  a  bill,  enti- 
tled "Ad  act  to  provide  for  the  selection  of  a  site 
on  the  Western  waters,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
naiioakl  armory ;"  in  which  amendments  and 
bill  they  auk  the  concurrence  of  [his  House. 
MIX'S  CONTRACT  FOR  STONE. 
Hr.  Bdtlbb  submitted  for  consideration  thefol' 
lowing  resolution ; 

Bttoittd,  That  ■  commillcc  bs  sppoiDtad  to  inqnirs 
into  the  coDtracl  bstween  tbe  War  DepsTtmuit  of  the 
United  StBtes  \uA  Elijah  Mix,  of  th«  Sfiih  July,  1818, 
to  report  wb<lb«r  tbe  unie  vru  mwle  in  putausnce  of 
Isvr,  and  whether  the  saiil  Mil  hu  performed  his  cot- 
■nant;  and  sacb  olbei  IscU  u  they  msf  Jean  proper 
relative  to  wud  contract. 

la  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Bdtlbb  remark- 
ed, that  he  discovered,  on  cousultiug  the  documents 
on  this  subject,  that,  according  to  the  contract, 
there  was  due  to  tbe  United  States  the  delivery  of 
150,000  perch  of  stone  ou  tbe  1st  January  last,  «nd 
tha^  on  that  day,(here  had  been  aclDatly  delivered 
only  102,437  perches ;  w  that  tbe  contract  had  not 
been  fulfilled  on  tbe  part  of  Mr.  Mix,  and  was  no 
longer  binding  on  the  United  States.  Besides,  be 
said,  there  were,  lo  say  the  least,  siupicious  ap- 
pearances about  this  contract  No  proposals  for 
this  contract  wne  publicly  invited,  oy  advertise- 
ment  or  otherwise.  It  was  said,  too,  that  Mr.  Mix 
had  sold  out  bis  contract  at  a  dollar  and  a  half  per 
perch ;  and  Mr.  B.  said  be  observed,  from  tbe  ac- 
count of  eonmcts  laid  before  the  House,  thai  a 
contract  had  actually  been  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment, at  Philadelphia,  for  stone,  to  be  delivered  at 
the  Pea  Patch,  for  a  dollar  and  a  half  per  perch, 
whilst  three  dollars  per  perch  was  paid  to  Mix. 
Taking  tbe  lime,  place,  and  manner  of  the  con- 
tract into  considetation,  and  the  default  of  the  con- 
t/seior  to  fulfil  his  engagements,  he  had  thought 
proper  to  submit  this  resolution.  No  appropria- 
tioD  that  is  made  at  this  session,  Mr.  B.  contended, 
ought  to  be  expended  under  that  contract. 

Mr.  McDnPFiE  said,  he  was  vfry  glad  ihe  gen- 
tlpman  from  New  Hampahire  had  introduced  this 
resolution.  It  was  the  proper  course  lo  pursue  in 
ea.ses  of  this  kind.  If  there  was  any  thing  im- 
proper in  the  conduct  of  any  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  was  proper  to  inquire  into  it,  not  inci- 
dentally in  debate,  or  by  B7|)art«  statements  on  this 
floor,  mit  by  judicial  inveBtigation.  While  up,  Mr. 


MeD.  said  he  would  state,  that,  on  an  investiga- 
tion, the  facts  of  this  case  would  be  found  very 
different  fronl  what  they  had  been  represented  lo 
be.  He  was  auihorized  to  say  that,  if  Mr.  Mix 
had  not  taken  this  contract,  a  loss  would  have 
been  occasioned  to  the  United  States  of  875,000— 
the  contract  having  been  taken  by  Mr.  Mix  at  half 
a  dollar  per  perch  less  than  was  just  about  to  be 
contracted  for  with  another  person.  A  great  deal 
had  been  said  about  the  extravagance  ot  the  price 
of  this  stone.  At  this  time  such  a  price  would  be 
high,  but  the  contrecl  was  made  in  (he  yuar  1818, 
at  which  time  every  ailicle  was  h^ber  than  it 
now  is,  in  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  tbe 
national  currency  j  which  fact  ooghl  to  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

Mr.  Sawver  said,  be  had  no  objection  lo  this 
resolution ;  but  as  for  the  abrogation  of  the  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Mix,  on  account  of  bin  failure  to 
deliver  a  stipulated  quanlily  of  glone,  ii  was  suffi- 
cient to  say,  tlMtt,  if  the  alliwation  were  true,  the 
fault  lay  not  with  Mr.  Mix,  out  with  this  House, 
which  reduced  the  appropriation  for  fortificaiions 
below  the  amount  required  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  comply  with  existing  contracts.  For  this 
Mr.  Mix  was  certainly  not  lo  blame. 

Mr.  Cahbbblemo  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  adopled.  He  thought,  from  the  state- 
ment which  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  some  days  sioce,  that  the  subject  re- 
quired investigation.  On  one  point  he  begged 
leave  lo  differ  from  the  gentlemen  from  South 
Carolina  and  North  Carolina.  He  did  not  think 
that  Government,  under  any  circumstances,  ought 
to  have  made  a  contract  with  Mr.  Mix.  Tnis 
opinion  was  formed  from  what  he  bad  heard  from 
gentlemen  oo  different  sides  of  the  House  on  this 
subject; 

Mr.  METCALrE  proposed  an  amendment  for  giv- 
ing to  the  committee  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers.  He  did  not  mean  to  censure  the  in- 
dividual who  was  implicated  in  this  discussion, 
nor  lo  exonerate  him  from  censure.  But  he  was 
induced  to  believe  some  very  satisfactory  infor- 
matioD  might  be  got  on  this  subject  by  a  resort  to 
oral  testimony. 

Mr.  BoTLGR  accepted  Ihe  proposed  amendment 
as  pan  of  bis  motion ;  and,  thus  modified,  Mr.  B.'s 
motion  was  agreed  to  without  opposition.  And 
Messrs.  BuTlgRj  METCALre,  and  Campbell,  of 
Ohio,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

MILITARY  APPROPniATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  (he  Union,  on 
the  bill  making  further  approprialions  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  MiBtary  Establishment  of  tbe  United 
Slates,  for  the  year  1S22. 

Tbe  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sebgeant,  10  amend  Ihe  bill  by  inserting  a  clause 
to  appropriate  the  sum  oi^l^ftOO  to  complete  the 
arsenal  at  Fraukforl,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Seboeakt  enforced  the  expediency  of  the 
proposition  be  bad  made,  to  prevent  the  arsenal 
alluded  to  from  failing  into  ruins,  and  he  review- 
ed at  some  length  (he  opinions  that  had  been  ex- 
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pressed  on  Salurday,  by  the  chairman  of  Ihe  Com- 
miltee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (Mr.  Smitb,  of  Mary- 
land.) 

Mr.  J.  S.  Johnston  repLied^  ia  opposition  la 
the  amendment,  and  was  particularly  adverse  to 
placing  the  proposition  as  pieliiniiiary  to,  and  in  es- 
clDsion  of,  an  appropriation  to  rebuild  Fort  St. 
Philip,  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  which 
he  observed  was  the  most  weak  and  exposed  point 
in  the  Union. 

The  debate  was  continued  with  coDBiderable 
warmth  and  aaimalioD  by  Messrs.  Sbroejint, 
SifiTi],  of  Maryland,  and  Baldwin,  when  the 
motion,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  by  the 
mover,  was  withdrawn,  with  the  view  of  piopos- 
ing  il  in  tbe  subsequent  progress  of  the  bilf. 

The  item  for  the  repairs  of  the  fortificationu  in 
the  United  States  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  Hill  maved  to  amend  tbe  clause  in  which 
it  was  contained,  go  as  to  include  about  $3,000 
for  an  appropriation  for  fortificaiioQa  at  Portland, 
in  the  State  of  Maine. 

Af^r  a  few  obsetvatioQS  from  Mr.  J.  S.  JouN- 

8T0K — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  toGU  the  blank  with  the  sun 
of  815,000.  He  believed  that  sum  was  adequate 
to  tiie  contingencies  for  fortifications. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  WAt.wORTii, 
respectively,  explained  the  subject,  when  the  ques- 
tion was  uLea  on  the  largest  sum  $22,000,  and 
lost  i  and,  after  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs. 
J.  S.  Johnston  and  Cocke,  the  question  was 
taken  on  filling  the  blank  with  the  som  of  $20,000, 
and  carried. 

Mr.' Hill  renewed  his  motion  to makea  specific 
appropriation  for  tbe  repair  of  the  forlificaUon  at 
Portland,  in  Maine. 

Tbe  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Hill,  and 
oTOOsed  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr. 
Flovd,  and  losL 

The  appropriation  for  tbe  Ordnance  depart- 
ment being  under  consideration,  and  an  item  for 
the  porc&se  of  ammuniiion  being  included 
therein — 

Mr.  Cocke  expressed  bis  surprise  at  such  a  pro- 
position, as  he  had  learned  from  Ihe  chief  of  tbe 
Ocdaaace  deparlmeDt  that  the  magazines  were 
already  crowded  wilh  ammunition,  and  he  advert- 
ed to  the  failure  of  the  Executive  to  reply  lo  a  re- 
quest contained  in  a  resolution  of  the  House  at 
an  early  period  of  the  seasioa,  for  informalion  ii 
respect  to  loans  of  powder,  &e. 

Mr.  Ton  coatended  that  the  Executive  had  fui 
oiahed  an  answer  lo  the  inquiry  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Cocke)  had  al- 
luded. 

Mr.  Suits,  of  Maryland,  remarked  that  the  in- 
quiry to  which  the  geotleoMn  from  PeDnsylvania 
(Mr.  Tod]  had  referred,  was  not  the  same  resolu- 
tion to  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Cooke)  had  adverted,  but  be  was  informed  that 
the  department  was  now  employed  in  collecting 
tbe  facts  necessary  to  give  an  aniwer  to  it.  But, 
at  all  evenlis  be  thought  it  necessary  to  bring 
that  subieet  to  bear  upon  the  present — and  after 
the  word  "  amviunition,"  on  motion  of  Mi.  Smith, 


had  been  stricken  ont,  theclanae,  aeamended,wis 
adopted. 

On  Ihe  appropf  iation  for  ibe  repaiaiion  oi  arms 
[WO  sums  were  named,  viz :  Qll,960  by  the  Coin- 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  27,5B5  by  Mr, 


and,  when  $100,000  was  asked  for,  nothing  wu 
given.    The  eonsequeiice  was,  that  between  thne 
and  four  hundred  workmen,*composing  niite-ten till 
of  the  whole,  were  dismissed  from  employ  men  ^ 
and  were  compelled  either  to  heg,  or  steal,  or  staivt, 
or  work  on  the  public  highway;  at  twelve  and  aa 
half  cents  per  day.    He  thought,  while  we  kept 
I  many  soldiers  doing  nothing,  and' while  we  had 
force  in  the  Pacific,  that  was  more  expensire 
than  the  profits  of  all  ihat  trade  would  amount  to, 
it  was  really  loo  much  lo  dismiss  these  poor  fd- 
lows,  with  their  leather  aprons,  from  onr  service, 
lich  the  public  interest  required.    If  there  was 
be  a  reduction,  he  tbought  ic  was  much  betia 
discharffe  tbe  band  <^  musicians  that  were  re- 
tained, he  Knew  not  for  what — for  he  believed  it 
was  much  the  better  to  part  with  oui  fiddler*,  than 
our  laborers. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  detailed 
view  of  the  causes  that  had  led  the  committee  to 
recommend  the  lesser  sum.  He  stated  Ibe  repeated 
inquiries  that  had  been  made  of  the  Ordnance  de- 

Krtment  the  answers  ibat  bad  been  ziven  in  le- 
ion  to  the  establishment  at  Oreen^aTs  Point, 
ere  uosaiis&etory  in  giving  any  tbini' 
like  a  full  and  clear  expoaition  of  the  facts,  au 
from  which  the  committee  were  disposed  to  with- 
hold a  larger  appropriation. 

Mr.  Toi>  lej^ied,  and  observed  that  tbe  amo- 
ries,  dtc.,  which  belonged  to  the  public,  wen 
managed  with  as  much  economy  and  fidelity  u 
private  establishments,  and  he  was  unwilling  thai 
the  full  weight  of  economy  sboald  fall  npan  thoae 
only   who  performed    productive  labor  for   the 

Mr.  Wood  observed  that  the  sitostioB  of  onr 
arsenals  and  public  stores  was  very  little  tawwo. 
He  bad  at  an  early  port  of  the  session  pfescDUd 
a  resolution  to  obtain  informalioB  on  tbe  aMfajwt, 
and  the  committee  tu  whom  it  wns  i«fcn«d  had 
neglected  lo  report.  He  had  no  doubt  there  w« 
disorder  and  confosion  in  that  department^  and 
he  was  not  ptenred  to  make  any  appropnatkn 
at  all  until  tbe  House  was  in  possession  of  more  ■ 
information  on  ihe  subject.  Tht  question  was 
then  put  on  the  largett  sum,  as  named  by  Hr. 
Ton,  and  lost;  and  the  lesser  sum,  as  recommended 
by  Ibe  Committee  of  Ways  arud  Means,  Tr- 
ad opted.  I, 
Further  approprialions  having  be^  agreed  Ic 
Mr.  Sehqsant  renewed  his  motion  to  ap[«>- 
priate  $19,000  to  complete  the  arsenal  at  Frank- 
tort,  Pennsylvania;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  in 
favor  of  the  motion  by  Mr.  Seboea.ht.  and  in 
opposition  to  il  by  Mr.  Bmith,  of  MarylBad,  the 
questioD  was  taken  thereon  and  negatived — ayes 
46,  noes  49. 
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Varioas appropriations  baviiiK  been  gone  throagli 
with — 

Mr.  Cocke  submiiied  an  amendmeDi  ro  the 
Hctiou,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that  no  extra 
allowance  should  be  made  lo  any  GrOTernor  of  a 
Temlorjr,  in  coasideraiion  of  his  services  as  ex 
officio  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  proriso  wai  advocated  at  considerable 
length  by  Mr.  Cocke,  Mr,  Rakrin,  and  Mr. 
Plotd,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Siblev. 

Mr.  Wood  contended  ibat  n  officio  services 
ovf^t  not  to  be  entitled  to  extra  compensation ; 
but  servicei  that  were  rendered,  not.  ex  officio,  but 
bjr  a  Governor  oaly,  as  an  individual  appointed 
for  B  ipeeiSc  parpme,  were  fairly  entitled  to  com- 
pensation. He  thought,  therefore,  the  proviso 
was  too  broad,  and  would  lead  to  unjust  results ; 
and  hRwaaeoufiTiaed  in  the  opinion  which  he 
had  eiprested,  by  a  resolution  ottered  some  weeks 
since,  and  which  had  becQ  rejected  by  tbe  Hoose, 
that  the  sjritem  of  Indian  Affairs  ooght  to  be  ren- 
ovated and  placed  ander  a  specific  head,  and  nib' 
jcct  to  a  specific  responsibiUtT. 

Mr.  RosB  moved  to  amend  the  amendmeat  by 
providing-  that  the  amendment  shall  operate  pro- 
spectively only;  and  be  expressed  his  reasons  in 
npnort  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  QiLHER  expressed  his  seatimeBta  in  favor 
of  tbe  proviso  ooered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennesaee,  (Mr.  Cocke,)  and  opposed  to  the 
amendment  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Ross.) 

Mr.  Hallaht  was  also  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  it  implied  a  sanction  of 
the  course  that  had  been  heretofore  taken. 

Mr.  Tbacy  considered  that  the  principal  amend- 
ment, offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Cocke,)  was  uaeqnal  and  nojust  in  its  op- 
eration, OS  it  was  retroactive  in  respect  to  General 
Cass,  and  made  no  effort  to  cause  tbe  Attorney 
General  and  other  officers  in  the  Ooveniment  to 
refond  such  sums  as  they  had  pocketed,  and  which 
estealially  depended  upon  the  same  principle.  He 
wa*  not  diaptned  to  look  back  and  puoish  some, 
while  immunity  is  granted  to  others,  and  he  ex- 
ptened  a  high  regard  for  the  character  of  Gkiver- 
nor  Caas,  as  a  man  whose  name  should  not  be 
lightly  treated  by  this  coaniry.  This  expenditare, 
he  Ihoogbt,  bad  received  the  sanction  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  many  years,  and  properly  came  within 
the  fund  created  to  compensate  for  coDtJifgent 
*         '  t  allowance  for  similar  services 


had  been  paid  to  his  predecessor,  (3ovem(»  Hull, 
and  he  (Oovemor  Cass)  had  therefore  a  fair  right 
to  presume  it  would  be  extended  to  hiio.  Mr.  T. 
contended,  that  it  was  in  its  operation  an  ae  peti 
fiicto  law,  and  otight  not  to  receive  the  sanction 
of  the  Hotxe. 

Mr.  Rbba  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and 
report  progress,  which  was  agreed  to^  and  in  the 
Hoose  tbe  Coromiilce  had  leave  to  sit  again. 


TuEBDAY,  April  23. 
Mr.  Newtok,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
neree,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Henry 
17tb  Cor.  1st  Sess. — 5S 


Lee,  accompanied  by  a  bitl  for  hU  relief;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole. 

The  House  look  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution  Eubraitted  on  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Scott,  concerning  the  lead  misea  of  Missouri; 
which  was  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smtth  laid  on  the  table  tbe 
following ; 

Bttohtd,  That  lenve  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  al- 
loniDg  to  persons  cot  rending  within  the  District  of 
Columbia  tbe  benefit  of  tbe  law  for  lbs  relief  of  in* 
solvent  debtors,  in  tbe  like  manner  as  the  sams  is  al- 
lowed ID  person*  residing  ivilhin  the  said  Diitrlet. 

[The  object  of  this  bill  will  be  to  abolish  the 
residence  of  twelve  months  now  required  to  enti- 
tle a  person  to  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act 
within  the  District  of  Columbia.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Joneb,  the  House  agreed 
to  consider  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abira  Dibrel 
and  Sophia  Hancock,  daughters  of  Samnel  Mitch- 
ell, by  Molly,  a  Choctaw  woman. 

Mr.  JoNBB  explained  the  object  of  the  bill, 
which  was  to  confirm  to  these  persons  the  title  to 
a  tract  of  land  reserved  to  them  by  the  Treaty  of 
Mount  Deiter,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Choctaws,  concluded  in  the  year  1805. 

After  which,  without  further  debate,  the  bill 


lion  of  a  suitable  site  for  the  location  of  a  nation- 
al armory  on  the  Western  waters,  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

An  engrossed  bill  relating  to  Treasury  notes, 
was  rend  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate. 

VACCINATION. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  repeal  the  act  toenconrage 
vaccination,  was  also  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CoHoicT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  oo  the  table, 
which  motion  was  negatived— «yes  31,  noes  &4. 

The  question  then  recurred  npoa  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  which  Mr.  Taylor  required  to  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  thereupon 
ordered. 

Mr.  Wood  larned  to  the  act  of  Congfess  of 
1813,  which  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  be  Tft- 
pealed,  which  confers  no  power  or  authority  on 
r-  .  ,  .  .._^^,   .  "      . 


the  person  named  by  the  President  as  Vaccine 
Agent,  other  than  of  transmitting  and  receiving 
letters  free  of  of  postage,  which,  he  said,  appeared 
on  the  face  of  it  so  harmless,  if  not  beneficial  a 
provision,  he  should  like  lo  heat  some  explaiiatton 
of  the  objections  to  it. 

Mr.  BuRTOK  assigned  some  of  the  reasons  which 
had  influenced  the  committee  to  report  this  bill. 
They  were  of  opinion,  he  Miid,  in  thefint  place,  that 
this  subject  was  one  strictly  of  internal  policy,  not 
properly  within  the  province  of  this  Governmein 
but  of  the  several  States,  whose  duty  it  was  to  regtt- 
late  every  thing  relating  to  health  and  police  gen- 
erally. He  had  no  objection,  if  Coogtees  should 
think  proper,  to  extend  the  privilege  of  franking 
BO  far  that  it  should  be  allowed  to  an  agent  for 
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Taeabation  for  each  and  every  State  and  Terri- 
tory ;  but  he  was  opposed  lo  Congress  itself  e«tab- 
lishioe  the  agencies.  la  what  mBaaer,  he  asked, 
had  the  agency  heen  conducted  t  la  the  city  ot' 
Bsllimore,  ibe  very  seat  of  it,  the  small  pox,  ihat 
acourge  of  the  humaa  family,  had  prerailed  to  an 
eitent  greatei  ihaji  in  any  part  of  the  United 
States.  Was  this  not  sufficient  to  conTince  any 
man  ihat  the  institution  had  not  been  properly 
regulated?  No  man  at  this  day  doubled  the  effi- 
cacy of  vaccination  lo  prevent  the  small  pox> 
Why  had  it  not  been  prevented  in  that  very  spot 
wJiich  was  the  seat  of  the  Vaccine  Institution  1 
It  was  beoauM  it  was  rightfully  a  subject  of  State 
reculBtion,  and  could  not  be  properly  regulated 
by  the  Goveroment  of  the  United  States.  This 
vary  agent,  too,  bad  sent  the  sBiall  pox  matter 
into  the  interior  of  the  country,  where  in  all  pro- 
bability it  would  not  have  found  its  wa][  for  foKy 
yeus,  but  for  this  agency.  The  British  army, 
when  it  marched  through  that  part  of  tbe  cotiotry 


forty  years  ago,  last  comTDuoicated  the  smallpox, 
apf  he  thought  it  (air  to  prasume  that  another 
Ibreiga  army  was  not  likely  to  niBrcb  through 


]  he  thought  it  (air  to  prasume  that  another 

.  eign.  army  was  not  likely  to  niBrcb  through 

that  couQtry  for  foiiy  years  to  come,  to  introduce 

ain.     We'     '  ■  ■   ^      ■ 


it  W^Q-    ^e  had  no  wish  for  the  small  pox,  said 

Mr.  B.,  but  it  was  teal  to  us  in  disguise  i  and  thin  „  . 

raistalLe  aloae  was  sufficient  reason  for  the  repeal  there  surely  might  be  found  ia  the  Uiuted  Suies 

of  the  law.    And,  after  having  done  this,  tbe  someindividualia  whom  the  neces.iary  confident 

"'  might  be  reposed  to  discbarge  the  duties  of  Vac- 


a   address  to   ihe  public  | 
i,  varioloid  he  believed 


I  with  an  address  to  ihe 


aSout  some 

he  called  it,  which  was  calculated  to  destroy  all 
DooGdeDce  in  the  institution,  and  vaccination 
itself.  Arterwards,  finding  that  this  address  was 
not  satisiactory,  he  had  come  forward  and  ac- 
kpowledged  that  he  bad  sent  the  small  pox  matter 
to  North  Carolina,  and  thai  it  was  an  accident 
which  had  never  happened  before,  and  in  all  pro- 
babilitv  would  never  happen  again.  That,  Mr. 
B.  said,  might  readily  be.  The  people  who  bad 
been  killed  by  it  were  not  killed  before,  and  could 
qot  be  killed  again.  The  Qovernmeni  of  the 
United  Slates,  he  added,  did  not  possess  the  pow- 
e»  which  enabled  other  Oovernments  to  lefcislale 
effictently  on  this  subject.  In  Denmark,  tor  ex- 
ample, the  people  are  compelled  to  be  veccinaied 
before  they  can  be  married,  and  before  their  chil- 
dcea  can.  be  christoied  they  mast  be  vaecloated. 
BW  this  OovernmBnt  could  exercise  no  such  des- 
fiaie  power ;  all  that  it  could  do,  constituiioBally, 
tB.ragapd  to  it,  and  ifac  best  thing  it  could  do,  was 
tthlM  the  people,  wto  are  both  able  and  willing, 
ttlsa  care  of  thenselves. 

Mr.  Tatlok,  of  New  York,  said  that  ibe  act 
eataMiBhing  the  agency  had  been  in  operation  for 
nine  vears,  and  he  thought  ought  not  to  be  hastily 
iCfNaled.  It  was  true,  an  unfortunate  iacident 
had  oecnrred  under  the  agency,  which  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  concdre  could  have  arisen  but  from  some 
Aegligenoe  on  the  pari  of  the  agent.  But  would 
CoDgrem  repeal  the  law  because  of  this  one  in- 
sttnce  of  wrong?  If  the  agent  has  done  wrong, 
sud  Mr.  T.,  let  bim  be  removed.  He  bad  beard 
this  agent,  however,  spoken  of  as  a  roan  of  great 
attcBbon  to  his  charge,  who  never  failed  to  pro- 
ouTe  and  keep  on  hand  vaccine  mailer  of  Ihe 


greateei  purity.  The  most  careful  man  may,  from 
accident  or  momentary  inadvertence,  commit  t 
mistake.  If  that  be  sufficient  cause  for  hii  re- 
moval, lei  him  be  discharged.  But,  let  there  re- 
main some  institution,  at  which  there  is  a  reason- 
able probability  of  obtaining  vaccine  nutter  in  in 
purity.  Mr.  T.  said,  be  ^d  no  acquaJDunce 
with  the  vaccine  agent ;  he  knew  nolhing  of  him 
but  from  bis  letters  for  several  years,  and  public 
report,  which  had  produced  an  imprefbion  oa  tiit 
mmd  favorat^e  lo  tbe  Doctor.  The  gentlrmeD 
who  lived  nearer  to  him  were  better  aUe  to  judge 
of  his  qualifications  than  be(Mr.  T.)cDiild.  Bui, 
never,  on  this  or  any  other  occaaton,  weald  be  re- 
peal a  law  tQ  get  rid  of  any  individual  whaietn, 
unless  it  was  iu  an  extreme  case. 

Mr.  Boston  here  staled,  ibai  it  would  perhu» 
nave  ibe  genilemaa  some  trouble  lo  eay,  that  ik 
Presideoi  had  fully  examined  tbe  case  of  the  late 
occurrence  in  tbe  Vaccine  agency,  and,  being  >u- 
isfied  of  misraanagement  on  his  put,  had  ili»- 
missed  the  agent.  Tbe  only  question,  therefore, 
now  was.  as  to  the  absnact  policy  of  tbe  law  im- 
posed lo  be  repealed. 

Mr.  Tayldb  said  he  had  not  before  been  ap- 
prized of  the  foci  of  the  agent  being  diHnisxiL 
With  regard  to  tbe  policy  of  the  law,  be  r«id 
there  surSy  might  be  fouaa  i 
some  individual  in  whom  the  neces.iary  confidence 


rt^ulauons  to  punish  ibe  individual  ibt  miscon- 
duct, they  therefore  could  not  properly  exerciiF 
the  power  of  establishing  an  ageaey  for  vaccins- 
tion.  This  subject  had  been  often  beforeCongrM< 
since  the  year  1S13,  when  the  law  first  pasied, 
and  rooch  had  been  said  of  it ;  but,  a*  no  cenaid- 
erations  had  heretofore  procured  .ita  r^eal,  he 
hoped  it  would  not  now  be  rt^>ealed  without  due 
deiiberation,'  Ac- 
Mr.  EowARDa,  of  North  Carolina,  was  in  favor 
of  the  bill.  Wh«t  would  be  the  effect  of  tbe  insii- 
if  permitted  to  exist  bereafler,  he  could 


sary  one,  there  would  be  no  objeeiitm  ._  . 
tinuaoce.  But,  Mr.  B.  «aid,  his  own  idea  was, 
that  it  could  oiH  be  neoewary.  The  adrntagn 
of  lift  vaccine  matter,  he  thought,  co«ld  be  di>- 
seminated  bv  individuals  in  difimst  parts  of  the 
couBlry,  witnout  tbe  ex^enae  wfakh  had  hneta- 
fore  allended  the  procurtog  it  fron  the  ^ff"^- 
Why,  Ihen,  give  to  an  agent  the  privilege  of  frani- 
iug  7  Mr.  S.  considered  it  a  sale  pdnci|ilc^  if  not 
an  axiom  in  politics,  tonial[eni>dq»sitory  of  aay 
public  trust,  unless  you  can  enforce  the  perbr- 
nunce  and  fulfilmeal  of  ii.  This,  CoagrCM  could 
not  do  in  tbe  caee  of  Ibis  agency.  He  hoped  the 
law  would  be  repealed,  and  that  hereafter  no  pet- 
son  would  be  permitted  to  be  called  the  National 
Ageoi  for  Vaccination,  by  which  he  could  obiain 
an  exclusive  circulation  of  mailer  through  the 
country,  to  the  dettruotion  of  that  oompelition 
'  which  is  the  life  of  trade  and  of  pr^eaHons. 
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Mr.  Bdbtoh  made  tonte  furtber  lemuki.  All 
legisUtion,  he  said,  went  upoa  ihie  pcinciple ;  (bat, 
1^  posdbiJily,  agtnu  may  be  diBboiiest,  and  it  is 
toerefore  necessary  to  have  some  wcurity  against 
their  being  so.  TnU  security  the  OoTerameiit  of 
the  Voitea  Siat«s  could  not  take  of  (he  Vaccine 
agtnL  It  wa*  because  Ibis  GoTernoieQi  caDDo(, 
and  the  S(ate  goTeramentii  caa,  property  r^ulaie 
ibis  matter,  that  he  wisbed  ibis  law  to  be  repealed- 

Mr.'CoNDicTT  Mid,  he  apprehended  the  House 
were  aboat  to  act  h83[ily,  in  repealing  a  law  that 
has  been  in  operation  since  the  y^r  1813,  and 
which  wai  enacted  with  due  deliberation.  In 
£arope,  incb  is  (be  confidence  id  Taccins(ton,  ■* 
a  preTen(ion  of  small  pox,  that  (be  Goverameuta 
compel  tbeir  ■'(ubiectf,  under  severe  penalties,  to 
be  vaccinated.  Bui,  under  our  free  GoverBoienl, 
no  compulsory  measures  can  be  resorted  toj  and 
be  agreed  with  the  genileman  from  Nof(h  Caro- 
lina, (Hr.  BcBTON,)  thai  the  Slate  goTernmaM* 
are  the  most  competent  to  legijilate  upon  tbsae 
sabjeets.  We  may,  however,  lend  the  aid  of  this 
OovcrDinetil  by  (ke  appointmeni  of  an  ageat  to 
funusA  an  ample  supply  of  Taccine  ntattn,  and 
dncribaie  ii  to  those  wno  BMy  iipply  tfaroiwh  the 
Post  Office  Depuiment,  free  of  postage.  When 
ibe  law  now  proposed  to  be  repealed  was  flr^t 
eoacled,  in  1S13,  it  was  (he  opinion  of  many  re- 
spectable membe^,  (hat  the  best  plan  would  be  (o 
girethe  agent  a  salary  to  compntsate  him  for  his 
services,  and  cause  bim  to  distribute  the  matter 
aratuitODsly  to  every  applicint.  Others,  however, 
doubted  the  Con^tituiioaal  jwwer  of  Cooatess  (o 
apply  th«  public  money  in  this  way,  and  tTie  law 
now  ptoposed  to  be  repealed  was  passed.  While 
he  would  applaud  the  de^  ioteiest  and  tollcitude 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  for  (be 
heaiih  and  lives  of  hi.i  neighbors,  be  would  ask  of 
the  House  to  pauM  and  reflect,  before  (hey  decide, 
luder  the  excited  feelings  of  a  moment,  to  lessen 
puUio  coafidciKe  in  the  efficiency  of  a  remedy 
against  the  gna(e>t  scourge  which  was  ever  vis- 
ited tipOH  the  human  family.  Would  it  not  be  a 
HMtWr  wor^T  of  ioqniry,  whether,  instead  of  re- 
pealing the  law,  and  thus  subjecting  (he  people  to 
the  additima]  expense  of  postage,  it  would  not  be 
better  policy  to  modify  the  law  su  as  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  an  increased  number  of  agents 
in  difierent  parts  of  the  country  for  (he  more  ex- 
tensive difitasiou  of  the  benefits  of  vaccination  T 
Would  it  not  be  good  poLcy  so  to  regulate  (be 
Army  and  Navy  as  (o  compel  every  new  recruit, 
every  cadet  ia  the  Academy,  and  every  midibip- 
man  and  marine  in  the  Navy,  to  be  vaccinated  ? 
The  Ptetident  of  the  United  States  has  already 
(lismined  the  agent,  in  conseijoence  of  the  violent 
prejudices  against  kioi,  gruwiog  out  of  his  unfor- 
tunata  inistaae  in  seading  the  small'pox  virus  to 
North  Carolina.  I*  not  this  a  sufficient  punish- 
ment for  a  single  «rror?  And  who  among  us 
claims  exemption  from  errorl  Who  among  us 
does  not  claim  the  privilege  of  being  mistaken? 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  venture  to  assert  (hat  fifty 
tbonaaad  soub  at  least,  and  more,  probably  one 
handled  thousand,  have  received  from  this  agent 
the  benefits  of  vaccination,  through  (he  instm- 


mentaliiy  of  this  law,  which  you  are  now  about 
to  repeal.  Ue  hoped  the  House  would  pauM  and 
reflect  before  (hey  decide  ;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
aSbrdiag  time,  be  moved  that  the  bill  be  poat- 
pooed  to  the  first  day  of  the  ensuing  session  of 

Mr.  Wntrruc.  as  one  of  (he  committee  which 
reported  this  bill,  gave  the  House  his  reasons  for 
favoring  it.  He  pud  a  tiibuteof  respect  to  the  mo- 
tives of  the  act  of  1813,  establishing  the  Vaccine 
agency ;  but  did  not  think  that  tbe  views  of  the 
authors  of  it  had  been  realized.  He  stated  the  ac- 
tual operation  of  the  act,  which  had  been  to  lai 
(he  people  at  large  for  the  pront  of  the  agent,  who 
dmw  it  from  them  by  virtue  of  the  monopoly 
which  CongressiiBd  thtia  granted  to  bun.  It  was 
in  evidence,  before  tba  committee,  that,  under  the 
Vaccioe  agency,  something  like  forty-five  tbou- 
saad  doUara  had  been  drawn,  by  the  agent,  from 
d^eRnlqurieinof  the  Union.  FromaUthefaoti, 
and  compariog  the  bendt*  received  with  the  imtt, 
Ac.,  air.  W.  said  it  was  donbted  by  tbe  commit- 
tee; whethcf  the  institnttoa  bad  produced  any  real 
bmitf t  to  the  coiuuy.  From  intjuirieB  made  by 
the  committee,  it  appeared  to  them  that  compara- 
tively little  good  had  proceeded  from  it ;  and  that 
individual  inieiest  would  do  more  on  this  sidiject 
towards  the  promotion  of  vaccination,  the  preser- 
vation of  matter,  du;.,  if  left  fi«e  to  all,  than  could 
be  done  by  any  legislation  by  Coagrees.  If  the 
militution  were  to  coslinue,  (be  committee  were 
of  opinbn  that  the  law  ought  to  he  modified,  dbc., 
so  as  10  make  the  agent  more  responsible  for  the 
performance  of  the  duties  understood  to  be  de- 
olved  nnan  bim  by  it. 

Mr.  WaionT  adverted  to  the  inconveniences  ex- 
perienced before  the  discovery  and  genenl  diffu> 
sionof  vaccination,  to  show  how  impor(an[  it  was 
to  cherish  and  protect  it.  He  reviewed  the  evils 
of  the  small  pox,  asd  tbe  great  blessing,  comfixt, 
and  cbeapneaa,  of  vaccination,  as  a  preventive. 
Heexprened  bis  doubts,  indeed,  whether  tbe  small 
pox  bad  been  sent  to  North  Carolina  by  Dr.  Smith, 
who  had  every  motive  to  prevent  his  saiding  it ; 
and  thought  it  more  likely  to  have  been  introdncecl 
by  tbe  North  Carcdiiia  doctors,  whose  interest  it 
was  to  have  the  people  as  sick  as  they  could  be. 
The  nation,  he  concluded,  was  bound  to  diStiae 
sach  a  blessing  as  vaccination  by  every  pMsible 
mans ;  and  be  therefore  hoped  that  this  tall  would 
not  pass,  but  that  another  agent  would  be  ap- 
pointed, Ax. 

Mr.  Tod  asked,  whether  it  was  not  a  fact  that 
a  question  bad  been  raised  a«  to  tbe  efficacy  of  vac- 
cination? Whether  there  were  not  sonae  doctors, 
or  quacks,  who  pretend  that  vaccination  in  wholly 
uselest?  He  knew,  he  said,  (hat  there  were  peo- 
ple in  this  country  who  went  about  preaching  to 
that  effect,  and  that  the  old  fashioned  small  pox 
was  (he  only  thing  at  last.  Now,  if  you  repeal 
this  law,  said  Mr.  T.,  will  it  not  be  supposed  that 
the  whole  Legislature  has  lost  confidence  in  vac- 
cination? He  asked  another  question— whether 
vaccination  had  not,  since  its  iniradnciion  among 
us,  saved  a  great  many  Uveal  Whether  thercdid 
not  die  of  small  pox,  before  the  introduction  <^ 
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TBccinatiou,  more  persons  id  tiix  nODtbs  Ihaa  now 
die  in  lea  yearil  If  this  quesiioa  was  aoswered 
ID  the  affirmative,  he  would  ask  anolber — whelher 
the  quescioa  of  the  repeal  of  ibe  act  establisbing 
the  Vaccine  BEency  be  not  a  very  letious  one? 
He  kaew  ihai  Congress  could  not  compel  an  agent 
to  perform  ihe  duiies,  by  punishmeDt  for  fiiriire, 
ix.,  but,  be  asked,  if  the  accideot  had  not  bap 
pened  in  North  Carolina,  should  We  have  ever 
beard  of  the  repeal  of  that  law?  If  so,  ought  the 
HouH,  from  a  momentary  irritation,  to  repeal  the 
law?  If  we' are  to  leEislate  on  this  principle,  said 
Mr.  T.,  it  is  very  wul  we  have  not  aatbority  to 
i^ulate  Meambcrals;  for,  not  long  ago  a  steam- 
bMit  burst  her  boiler  on  the  Mississippi  or  the  Ohio, 
and  killed  or  wounded  sixteen  persons.  A  horri- 
ble accident!  And  if  (bis  House  bad  bad  the 
power  to  regulate  steamboats,  and  any  member 
from  the  West  had  moved,  in  coaBM)ueDce  of  this 
accident  to  hi*  constituents,  to  prohibit  their  use  al- 
together, Mr.  T.  contended  it  would  have  been 
just  as  reasonable  as  to  pass  this  bill,  &e.  He  re- 
peated the  idea  that  Congress  ought  not,  at  this 
iDoment,  to  throw  its  authority  into  ibe  wwle 
i^inst  vaccinatioD ;  and  be  tb««forp  hoped  the 
bill  would  not  pass. 

Mr.  BoKTON  said,  that  no  one  doubted  the  effi' 
eacy  of  vaccination.  It  was  believed  in  before 
the  act  of  1813  passed,  and  would  be  equally  er- 
oded in  sfter  its  repeal. 

Mr.  BosTiB  briefly  delivered  bis  sentiments 
the  subject  of  the  bill.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
postponement,  because  the  office  oi  agent  being 
DOW  vacant,  the  question  to  abolish  it  could  be 
decided  on  the  abstract  question  of  its  utility,  with- 
out reference  to  the  individual  filling  it.  The 
whole  subject  of  raccinalion,  be  said,  was  always, 
in  his  opinion,  one  of  those  wliich  are  t>est  left  t 
the  Slates,  the  medical  faculty,  and  the  peopt< 
The  motives  of  the  law,  he  knew,  were  benev< 
lent,  and  he  would  not  say  that  it  miaht  not  have 
bad  some  little  beneficial  effecl.  But  it  constitutes 
Rmoaopoiv,  and  discourages  medical  men,  who  are 
acquaiateu  with  the  subject,  from  exerting  them, 
selves  in  promoting  vacciitaiion.  The  very  reason 
that  bad  been  urged  tor  retaiaiug  the  a^ncy,  viz.. 
that  this  agent  would  preserve  the  vaccine  matter 
when  others  would  not,  was  the  very  reason  why 
he  objected  to  iL  All  physicians  ought  fully  to 
understand  the  subject ;  and  they  will  make  it  their 
business  to  do  so  when  it  becomes  their  interest, 
by  the  abolition  of  the  present  monopoly.  If  the 
exclusive  care  of  it  be  given  to  one,  it  will  never 
be  Kenerally  understood.  In  the  general  doctrine 
of  me  efficacy  of  vaccination,  all  Europe  and  this 
country  were  agreed.  There  is,  however,  in  man 
a  propensity,  when  a  thing  is  iltone  to  his  hand  to 
take  It  Bs  ne  finds  it;  and  our  physicians,  there- 
fore, have  not  of  late  sufficiently  attended  to  this 
important  subject.  The  very  debate  of  to-day 
shows  that  this  ought  never  lb  have  been  a  sub- 
ject of  legblation.  It  is  professional  entirely ;  and 
tt  could  not  be  expected  that  the  President  should 
be  competent  to  select  for  the  agency,  if  suffered 
to  contmue,  the  person  bfst  fitted  for  it  by  profes- 
sional acquirements.    This  Government,  Mr.  £. 


said,  vna  instituted  to  collect  revenue,  to  provide 
for  the  public  defence,  and  pay  the  public  debts. 
How  for  it  had  departed  from  that  limited  sphere 
of  action  he  would  not  now  inquire,  but  it  vu 
certainly  at  fault  when  it  undertook  to  regulite 
any  part  of  the  practice  of  medicine.  After  some 
other  remarks,  Mr.  £.  said,  in  conclusion,  thai  ii 

rerv  important  that  the  medical  faculty  Ehonld 

be  taugiit  to  take  and  preserve  this  matter,  and 
that  tbey  never  would  do  so  unless  this  agentf  wis 
bolisbM. 

Mr.  Wo  on' professed  himself  satisfied  tbai  the 

General  Government  ought  never  to  have  oaia- 

takeo  to  legislate  on  this  mailer,  and  that  the  set 

establishing  the  agency  ought  to  be  repealed. 

The  queaiioo  was  tnen  taken  on  postponing  ibe 

II  to  the  next  session,  and  decided  is  the  neg- 

The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeai  103, 
nays  57,  as  follows : 

YwAt — Mewrs.  Alexinder,  Archer,  BirbeiofCon- 
Dccticat,  BaiMU,  Baylies,  BladlnlBs,  BUir,  Bnck- 
enridgc,  Brown,  Bnirows,  Burton,  Sntler,  Cambn- 
leng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  CampUU  of  Ohio, 
Cannon,  Cinwly,  Chamben,  Cocke,  ConUins,  Coo- 
□•r,  Ccudup,  Cusbman.  Dim,  Dartinpon,  SvoiMM^ 
Dwigbt,  Edwards  of  ConnsMknt,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Euslis,  Findla;,  Floyd,  Garnett,  Gilms, 
Gist,  OriMi,  Hall,  Uiidtn,  Hansy,  Hill,  Hobut,  Hat- 
combe,  Hooks,  Hubbard,  F.  Johnson,  J.,  T.  JahnuD, 
Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kejas,  Leftwicb,  Long,  McCirty, 
McLsne.  McNeill,  AlcUherry,  Uatw>n,  Mattocks,  Mel- 
calfe,  Hitcfaetl  of  Penniylnnia,  Moore  of  Peonsylvinii, 
Moors  of  Alabama,  Murray,  Nelson  of  MaiwchD- 
■etti,  New,  Orcnlreet,  Patlenon  of  Penasytvtnii, 
PhiJ I ipt.  Fie r*0Q.  Pitcher,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampsbin, 
Flomer  of  PenQaylrsDia,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Maiuchn- 
■elta,  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rich,  Rochester,  Rosi,  Ret- 
■eh,  Sanders,  Sawyer,  Artbnr  Stnitb,  Aleianilet 
Smyth.  J,  S.  Smitb,  Btsvewan,  Stewart,  Swan,  Til- 
nail,  TomJinsoD,  Tucker  oF  South  Carolina,  Toektr 
of  Virginia,  Upham,  Van  Rennselaer,  Van  Wjck, 
Walker,  Walworth,  Whipple,  WillUma  of  North 
CsTolina,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Witliamaon,  Wood, 
Woodson,  and  Woiman. 

Nats— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohis, 
Bigelow,  Borland,  Buchanan,  Cotden,  Coodict,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Cutbbert,  Duifee,  Eddy,  Eiinarda  of  Fenn- 
syWsnis,  Fsrrellj,  Gebbard,  Hawks,  Hendricks,  Jsck> 
SOD,  Kent,  Lathrop,  Lincolo,  LilchGeld,  McCoy,  Hsl- 
lary,  Mercer,  Milnar,  Milchell  of  South  Cirolina, 
Montgomeiy,  Moors  of  Virginia,  Morgan,  Nelson  of 
HsTylaod,  Nelson  of  Virginis,  Newton,  Fattcreoo  ol 
New  York,  Poinsett,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Rbea,  Rogers, 
Ruse, .  Ruggles,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Sloan,  8.  Smith, 
Sterling  of  Connsclicul,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Stod- 
dard, Ts;lor,  Tod,  Tracy.  Vsnce,  Wa^eld,  Wbitt, 
Whitman,  Woodcock,  and  Wright. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concnrrence, 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  cniiiled  ''An  act  making  appropriaiioos 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1822," 
were  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  tbe  state  of  the  UnioD. 
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[Hr.  Trimble  made  an  attempt  lo  get  the  bill 
for  erecting  totl-gntea  on  the  Cumberland  Road, 
refen«d  to  the  same  coininittee,  but  failed.] 

The  Hdom  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the ' 
Whole  on  the  tiate  of  the  Union,  on  the  srorewid 
amendments. 

The  amendment  by  the  Senate  to  appropriate 
91,000  for  the  Pablie  Library,  was  concarred  in ; 
and  ihe  further  amendment  to  provide  for  the 
osoal  pajrmeni  to  clerks  in  the  Treasurer's  de- 

GrUnent  being  under  consideration,  and  a  letter 
TiBZ  been  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trees- 
ury,  decidedly  recommending  the  same,  Mr. 
Coccc  opposed  the  concurrence,  on  the  ground 
that  the  number  of  clerks  had  increased,  whilst 
the  extent  of  their  dnliei  had  diminished. 

Mr.  TncKEB,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  expressed  their  sentiments  in  favor  of 
the  concurrence,  when  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  carried — ayes  65,  noes  46. 

The  amendment  to  appropriate  940,000  for  sur- 
veying certain  public  lands  m  I83I,  was  disagreed 
to  without  discussion. 

The  amendment  proposing  an  additional  appro- 
priation to  rnn  the  boondary  Une  (to  carry  into 
effect  tbe  treaty)  between  this  country  and  the 
now,  or  late,  dominions  of  Spain,  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  concurrence,  on  the 
ground  that,  if  this  appropriation  should  iw  made, 
a  commissioner  would  doubtless  be  appointed  for 
that  tCTvioe  by  our  Ooremmeot,  whether  he  is 
allowed  to  go  on  and  perform  his  duties  or  not; 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  our 
own  act,  by  which  we  had  recognised  tbe  inde- 
pndenee  of  Mexico,  to  make  at  this  time  an  Ap- 
propriation  to  run  a  line  under  authority  of  a 
treaty  with  Spain,  when,  by  that  act,  we  have 
said  that  she  no  longer  retains  any  autliorily  over 
that  province. 

Mr.  Walworth  was  also  opposed  to  a  concur- 
rence, and,  in  addition  to  the  remarks  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Coceg.)  he  thought 
an  appropriation  at  this  time  would  ix  altoselher 
unnecessary — and  by  the  next  year,  should  the 
Mexican  Government,  havinr  become  tranquil- 
lized and  settled,  SKTCe  to  run  the  line  between  this 
Government  and  that,  jt  will  then  be  time  enough 
to  make  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Bdrtom  advocated  the  appropriation  on 
the  ground  that  the  OoTernment  bad  entered  into 
K  soJemn  obligation  with  Spain  to  run  the  line, 
and  an  agent  Tor  that  purpose  had  been  already 
appointed  by  the  Government  of  that  kingdom. 
Bhoold  Mexico  interfere  and  prevent  the  execu- 
tion of  that  enffagemeni,  it  would  Tbea  become  a 
matter  merely  between  Mexico  and  us.  We  have 
only  to  perform  onr  engagements,  and  be  hoped, 
espeeialfy  under  the  circumstances  of  our  present 
relations  with  the  Spanish  Qovemment,  tliat  no 
additional  or  real  cause  of  complaint  would  be 
given  to  that  Power. 

Mr.  Floto  remarked  that  he  was  not  in  the 
House  al  the  time  this  bill  was  originally  passed; 
bnt  be  thought  it  very  sjagular  to  appropriate  a 
ram  for  the  recognition  of  Mexican  independence. 


and  at  the  same  time  to  appropriate  another  sum 
to  run  a  line  between  that  conntry  and  this,  andet 
authority  of  a  treaty  with  Spain,  from  which  we 
admit  that  province  has  been  serered.  He  thought 
it  would  almost  render  us  ridiculous  to  adopt  snch 
a  course.  He  was  also  opposed  to  the  measure,  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  an  amendment  which  came 
from  the  Senate  at  a  late  period  of  the  session; 
and  he  referred  to  a  similar  case  in  the  last  year, 
in  which  the  very  existence  of  a  treaty  was  un- 
known to  this  House,  until  it  was  called  on,  by 
an  amendment  from  the  Senate,  to  make  an  ap- 
propriation for  carrying  it  into  effect.  Mr.  F. 
also  thought  there  would  be  no  violation  of  good 
faith,  on  ihe  part  of  this  Oovemmeot,  in  with- 
holdmg  tbe  appropriation,  inasmuch  as  Spain  bad 
omitted,  for  alonger  time  than  the  treaty  stipulated, 
lo  appoint  the  onicer  to  accomplish  that  onject. 

Mr.  Fuller  could  see  no  advanta^  in  making 
the  appropriation,  even  should  Mexico  permit  us 
to  go  on  10  running  the  line;  but  he  thought  there 
was  danffer  that,  in  attempting  it,  we  should  come 
into  collision  with  that  Government.  It  seems  to 
be  inviting  a  controversy  which  we  ODght  to  be 
most  solicitoui  to  avoid. 

Mr.  A.  Smtth  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  snb- 
ject,  in  the  course  of  which  he  expressed  the  cpin- 
lon  that,  whenever  Ihe  liue  was  run,  it  should  be 
in  eooinnction  with  Mexico,  and  not  with  Spain. 

Mr.Woon  observed  that  a  great  part  of  the  line 
which  was  to  be  run,  was  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  Texas ;  that  Texas  was  a  distinct  prov- 
ince from  Mexico — not  under  its  present  jurisdic- 
tion— and  we  had  no  knowledge  that  it  would 
finally  accede  to  or  connect  itself  with  the  new 
form  of  government  which  had  been  adopted  iit 
the  late  provinces. 

Mr.  Poinsett  con  tended  that  independenl  Mex- 
ico wotild  be  bound  by  the  line  that  should  be  run 
between  that  province  and  the  United  Slates, 
under  onr  trealy  with  Spain ;  and  he  thought  It 
was  incumbnit  apoo  us  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
faith  which  we  had  pledged  in  that  treaty. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  so 
as  to  provide  that  the  commissioner  and  surveyor 
should  not  receive  any  compensation,  until  they 
should  have  entered  on  tbeir  respective  duties. 
The  motion  prevailed  ;  and,  after  further  remarks 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  in 
which  Mr,  Nelson  of  Maryland,  Mr.  FLorn,  Mr. 
Rhea,  Hr.  Bobton,  and  Mr.  Parrelly,  partici- 
pated, the  question  was  taJcen  on  agreeing  to  the 
same,  and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  57, 
noes  69. 

So  tbe  House  disagreed  to  tbe  amendment  of 
tbe  Senate,  and  subs^oently  to  the  amendments 
appropriating  compensation  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings;  increasing  that  of  William 
Elliot,  an  assistant  employed  in  ascertaining  the 
longitude  of  the  Capitol;  and  for  repairs  to  the 
Cumberland  road. 

On  the  latter  question  a  debate  of  some  length 
arose;  in  which  the  cooeurrence was  advocated 
by  Mr.  Stbwart,  and  incidentally  by  Mr.  Trim- 
BLB,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Stevenbok  and  Mr. 
Bali»wih. 
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The  first  amendment  of  tiw  8en«le  to  tbe  pro- 
Tuo  which  directs  arelentioaof  salarie*,  &«^fram 
those  who  are  in&nears  to  iheOoTerament,  being 
ander  coDBideniioo — 

Mr.  H.  Nelson  loae,  he  said,  to  rindicaie  the 
character  of  (his  House  and  of  the  Chief  Magis- 
tnte  of  (be  country  from  the  aapenions  which  be 
undeiBtood  were  in  circutaiicQ  out  ofdoors  in  ref- 
eienge  to  thii  snbjeet.  It  had  been  rttmored  that 
tbis  proviso  was  introdoced  for  the  purposeof  pre- 
veating  the  Cbief  Ma^iairate  from  reeeiring  his 
mlarf,  on  the  gronnd  of  alleged  arrears  in  his 
account  which  accrued  fratn  &is  former  misaiosi 
to  the  Court  of  Frajiee.  To  tepet  that  imputation, 
so  nnwortby  of  the  dignity  of  the  H<wEe,  hc'had 
addreeied  a  letter  to  tbe  CaiKfitioUer  of  the  Trea»- 
tiry  for  information  on  tbe  subject ;  from  whom, 
in  reply,  he  bad  receired  a  copy  of  tbe  aceennt 
current  with  Mr.  Monroe,  whicn  be  wished  might 
be  read  to  the  House,  to  show  (hat  no  arrcatvgra 
ware  due  frooi  the  Chief  Magistrate. 

The  letter  of  the  ComptctAla  was  read  by  the 
Oetk,and  a  letter  frtwa  Mr.  Monroe,  with  a  reply, 
were  also  presented  to  be  read,  when — 

Mr.  Stbtenbon  rose,  and  said,  he  thought  the 
reading  was  superfluoiu.  He  was  satided  on  tbe 
subject,  end  had  heard  no  whisper  of  such  a  rumor 
ai  his  colleague  had  roealioned. 

A  number  of  gentlemen  of  tbe  House  also  dis- 
datmed  having  beard  anr  sach  rutoor. 

Mr.  Cocke  averred,  tnat,  when  he  made  the 
motion,  be  bad  no  reference  to  any  iodividnal  ef 
tbe  whole  human  family.  He  w«a  led  to  it  from 
examining  the  published  list  of  unsettled  bolanees. 

Mr.  Nelsok  said  that  he  was  far  from  iMput- 
iag  tbe  origin  of  tbe  ruator  to  any  member  of  tbe 
House ;  and  it  was  only  for  the  porpoie  of  vindi' 
eating  the  cbaracter  ot  the  House  from  such  an 
imputadoB  that  he  bad  addressed  the  Committee 
on  the  snbjecl.  Mr.  N.  insisted  upon  the  rea^ng 
of  the  letters,  on  which  a  question  of  order  arose, 
•nd  tbe  rradiog  was  decided  to  be  not  in  order. 

Tbe  question  was  then  Ubea  on  agreeing  to  tbe 
ftmendmoit  of  the  Senate,  and  lost 

A  nibsequenl  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the 
same  proviso,  stipulating  that  it  sfaoald  not  extend 
to  Eucb  defaulters  as  became  go  hf  the  depreeia- 
tion  of  Treasury  notes,  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  Committee  theti  rose,  andreponed  tbeir 
proceedisn- 

In  tbe  Houw,  the  respective  amendmenu  agreed 
to  ia  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to; 
and  tbe  disaereements  to  the  amendmenta  of  tbe 
Senate,  wbicn  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  bad 
reported,  were  also  confirmed. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  on 
tbe  bill  making  further  apprMuriatioBS  fortbe  mil- 
itary service  of  tbe  United  States,  fi»  the  year 

Theqaestion  recurred  upon  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Roee  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cooeb,  lim- 
iting allowance*  to  the  Oovernors  of  Tenitorit* 
for  extra  services  as  Superintendents  of  Indian 


'  A&irs,  to  rulure  operation,  without  reference  to 
tbe  past. 

Mr.  LiNcoLH  opposed  tlie  amendment,  on  tbe 
^ound  that,  if  men  allowance  should  be  refused. 
It  would  create  the  necessity  ef  a  special  local 
agency,  at  great  expense,  to  do  those  duties  whiek 
the  Oovernot  now  performs.  Mr.  L.  took  an  ex- 
tended vikw  of  tbe  subject,  in  thecotuseof  whick 
be  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chaimmn  of  the 
Committee,  as  wapdering  from  the  point  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Lincoln  a|>p«aled  from  tbe  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  ovo^ 
ruled  ey  tbe  Committee.  Mr.  L.  then  pursued  his 
remarks,  and  eontinued  tbe  debate  for  neariy  an 
hour,  in  support  of  the  cbaracter  and  services  of 
Governor  Cass,  and  of  the  inexpediency  fjf  adopt- 
ing tbepreseiiE  motion. 

Mr,  Gilmer  replied  to  the  mnatkv  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mame,  (Mr.  Lincoln,)  in  an  ani- 
mated speech  of  considerable  length,  and  adverted 
with  historical  tniaateQesE  to  the  expenditures  re- 
ferred to.  He  pointed  out  the  abuses  in  the  In- 
dian department,  which,  in  his  opinion,  reqtiired 
correirtion ;  disclaimed  any  perMnal  reterence  to 
Governor  Cass,  but  directed  his  observatioBs  la 
the  system  under  which  be  acted. 

Mr.  Floto  was  ia  favor  of  ibe  motion,  and 
submitted  a  variety  of  obeervatioDi  on  tbegeoenl 
policy  of  the  Indian  department,  as  it  had  been 
hitherto  conducted.  In  the  coarse  of  his  renstfcs, 
be  laid  that  all  tbe  Indians  east  of  (be  Rocky 
Mountains,  did  not  eaceed,  (according  to  the 
Missionary  accounts,)  360,000.  .  A  vast  pcopor- 
lioa  of  these,  tbe  United  States  had  no  interconise 
with.  Of  the  residue.  Major  O'Fallon,  on  whose 
activity,  fidelity,  io(elliKeoce,  and  zeal,  he  thooghl 
as  much  reliance  could  be  [decxd,  as  on  those  of 
any  other  Indian  ageat,  bad  cbaive  of  no  less 
than  42,000  at  the  Council  Bluffs.  Yet  this  Gov- 
ernment was  charged  with  the  expense  of  sop- 
porting  a  vast  number  of  agencies,  where  tbe 
number  of  Indians  superintended  was  coiapara* 
lively  very  small.  Mr.  F.  also  adverted  to  tbe 
nature  of  tbe  claim  now  made  on  the  House. 
Foimerty,  he  observed,  tbe  Houae  of  Repres^ia* 
lives  wereinquiredof,  Whetbo-iifatieatyBbotdd 
be  formed,  they  woald  make  appiopriations  lo 
cany  it  into  effect.  Now,  the  huguage  of  the 
Senate  was — we  have  made  a  treaty,  and  you 
must  af^vopriate  tbe  sums  which  we  have  ren- 
dered necessary  to  complv  with  it.  Mr.  F.  unerly 
disclaimed  any  personal  reference  to  Qovenor 

Mr.  Vamoe  made  a  f^irited  reply  to  the  obsei- 
vaiioDs  that  had  been  made  wiUi  la^ect  to  the 
Governor  of  Michigan.  He  adverted  to  the 
Cherokee  agency,  (Mr.  Crowell's,)  where  (fl,800 
was  given  to  the  agent,  which  was  wiibin  ftSOO 
of  tbe  whole  sum  that  Govemmmt  was  wiUiag 
to  allow  to  Governor  Cass  for  ezerciiing  the  du- 
ties, not  only  of  Indian  superintendent,  but  of 
Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Micb^an.  He  also 
alluded  to  tbe  dearness  of  living  at  Detroit,  wrhicb 
be  said  was  as  expensive  as  at  Florida,  or  aay 
other  point  of  the  Union.    He  look  an  exteaaive 
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bimI  commratiTe  riew  of  (be  Soothmi  and  Nor- 
tbem  Indisa  agencies,  aad  thought  the  tatter  were 
a«  little  chargeable  with  exirevagance  as  the 
ronner. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  BiLinviN,  the  Committee 
rose,  reported  progresa,  and  obtained  leave  to  ait 

WcoKEBDAv,  April  24. 

Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Vftys  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  annuities  to  the  Ottowaa.  Pottawatamica, 
Kickapoos,  Choetaws,  Kaskaskias,  to  Mushala- 
lubbee,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  Sag' 
anaw ;  wbieb  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Coaamittee.of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  NdwTOK,  from  the  Coounittee  on  Com- 
merce,  lo  which  was  relinrted  the  hill  from  the 
Senate,  en  tilled  "An  act  toauthorize  the  building 
of  ligbthouKS  therein  mentioned,  and  for  othn 
purposiec,"  reported  the  aime  with  aooeiidmentB ; 
which  were  conunitled  to  a  Comtoittee  oi  the 
Whole. 

Ml.  U&BDIN,  tiom  the  committee  appoioted  on 
th«  16th  of  February  last,  (o  inquire  what  re- 
trenchment can  be  made  in  the  expendiiores  of 
the  Govenunent,  furilier  reported,  in  part,  a  bill 
to  reduce  the  annual  compeoMiion  of  certain 
officers  of  Qo*ernmen(;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  conntitted  lo  a  Commiltee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Alex.  Bhtth,  pursuant  to  notice,  asked 
leave  to  introduoe  a  bill  to  allow  peraoos  not  re- 
siding within  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
against  whom  juilgmenlsshidl  have  been  obtained 
thoein,  the  benefit  of  the  IftW  for  the  relief  of  in- 
solvant  debtorB,  in  like  manner  as  the  same  is 
allowed  to  pertons  reaidiag  within  the  same  Dis- 
trict. 

Leave  was  given,  and  a  committee  of  three  waa 
appointed  Ihenon. 

Mr.  Kekt  DMved  for  the  oonaidenition  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  to  uthocize  the  corporation 
ofthecity  of  Wiehington  to  drain  thelow  grounds, 
and  to  oraameat  the  poblic  reservations  in  the 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  MALi;AnT  row,  and  made  an  exposition  of 
diScdltiee  which,  in  his  view,  stood  in  the  .way 
of  this  bill.  TiLe  firtt  was,  that  the  bill  contem- 
plated an  important  ebange  in  the  plan  of  the 
citv,  which  might  have  a  material  etfecl  on  the 
punlie  jnopeTty;  and  the  other  was,  that  it  went 
to  aSect  the  contract  between  the  United  States 
and  the  original  proprietors  of  the  gtonnd  on 
which  the  city  stands — ooe  of  the  oondiiions  of 
'which  wu,  that  the  groaad  whieh  it  ii  proposed 
by  this  bill  to  sell  out  for  bailding  lots,  should  be 
rewrred  for  public  parposas,  or  remain  forever  va- 
caatj  and  thai  to  dev<He  it  lo  other  purooses, 
wootd  givc[hemaelatmtoiiidcnnity,&o.  These 
co&siderttions,  he  argued,  otght  to  induce  the 
HoiMe  to  hesiute  in  deciding  on  it.  He  therefore 
mored  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  first  day  of  the 
next  session  of  GoDgresa. 

A  motion  was  made,  which  snpetwdad  Mr. 


lay  the 
iredto  I 


table ;  and  the  bill  was  ordi 
ble. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  infotmed  the  Hovsfc 
that  the  S^ate  reotdt  from  the  third,  sixth,  ser- 
enth,  and  eleventh  of  their  amendments  lo  the 
bill  of  this  House,  entitled  "  An  ^ct  making  m- 
jnropriations  for  the  support  of  Oorernment  lor 
tbe  yenr  1822;"  and  4nktt  on  the  fonrth,  fi(\b,, 
and  ninth  of  their  amendments  to  the  said  UU. 
The  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House  of  the 
foUowing  titles,  to  wit:  An  act  resToting  to  (be 
ubip  Diana  the  privileges  of  a  sea-letter  vessel; 
and,  An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  pnbUe 
buildings,  with  amendment.  They  have  also 
passed  bills  of  the  folio  wing,  titles,  to  wit :  An  a«( 
for  the  better  organization  of  the  District  Coutt 
of  the  United  States,  within  the  State  of  Loois- 
iana  ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Clarence  Mutford ; 
An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Fendergraas; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Baptist  Bdfort  aM 
others;  and,  An  act  for  the  i«lief  of  Daniel 
Cooper ;  in  which  amendments  and  five  faillB  thef 
ask  the  concurrence  of  this  Honse. 


COMPENSATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  Hakdih  then  moved,  according  to  ttotice, 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  fMDt 
the  further  consideration  of  the  three  bills  leportad 
by  theCommitleeonRetreDchii)«Bt,wastobfia{f 
them,  and  particularly  the  Congtets^y  bill,  in- 
mediately  before  the  Home. 

Mr.  Love  hoped  the  Committee  of  the  Wfactle 
would  [tot  ibe  discharged  fioai  the  farther  oei- 
sideralion  of  the  bill.  For,  said  he,  if  it  akotdd 
now  be  taken  up,  he  thought  it  would  be  diquisri 
of  in  about  the  sane  way  that  most  of  ifae  lalli 
have  been  that  have  been  reported,  and  been  befcie 
Ds  this  session,  acted  upon  in  part,  and  left  with 
the  tuGnisbed  bosiacBs.  He  premimed  it  was  the 
object  of  the  committee  that  reported  that  bill, 
to  go  into  a  genenl  T«Denchmenl.  It  was  alio 
the  object  of  this  Hooie,  he  behered,  and  not  to 
stop  at  merely  reducing  the  p>y  of  the  membels. 
dctks,  and  doorkeeper^  of  this  House.  He  hoped 
w«  ^ould  have  the  whele  plan  of  retreirchmut 
in  view,  when  it  should  be  taken  up,  so  that  we 
may  adopt  a  just  and  equitable  system  of  ratrenek- 
ment.  If  this  bill  shtmld  now  be  taken  up,  tie 
believed  that  we  should  neither  finally  aet  upon 
it,  nor  any  other,  this  session.  He  thereiore  hoped 
that  the  few  remaining  days  of  this  session  would 
be  occupied  in  acting  upon  some  of  the  bills  that 
have  been  for  so  long  the  orders  of  the  day  for 
"  to-morrow,"  and  that  we  should  not  be  quite  all 
the  session  pregiaring  business,  and  finally  acting 
upon  noiK. 

Mr.  EowAnoB,  of  North  Cartdina,  said,  the  sub- 

Sct  of  their  own  pay  ought  not  to  engage  tbe 
onse  in  a  very  long  discussion.  It  was  a  subjeat 
on  which  he  presumed  every  man  had  made  itp 
his  mind.  He  submitted  to  the  House  b«l  this 
one  observation :  if  the  House  was  disposed  to 
reduce  the  pay  of  members  of  Congress,  it  would 
be  much  more  becoming  in  the  members  of  this 
House  to  undertake  that  Msk  for  themselves,  than 
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to  put  •  law  at  the  next  session,  to  t^jerate  upon 
thar  successors. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland  submitied  lo  the  gen- 
tlemnn  from.  Kentucky,  whether  it  would  not  be 
better  to  progress  with  the  unGoished  businew 
before  the  House,  and  get  through  with  that  before 
they  undertook  any  oilier.  He  was  much  afraid, 
if  a  different  course  was  pursued,  the  House  would 
not  gel  through  with  the  appropriation  bill  this 
session.  Notwithstanding  his  friend  from  North 
Carolina  supposed  there  would  be  no  discussion 
on  the  compensation  bill,  Mr.  S.  said  he  would 
find  that  ibis  would  give  riae  lo  a  great  deal  of 
discussion,  and  thai  aniendaieot  afler  amendment 
would  be  proposed  to  the  bill.  It  was  but  fair  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  lo  go  on  and 
finish  their  biU  first. 

Mr,  Cambbeleng  was  in  favor  of  taking  up 
these  hilts,  and  diseuGsing  them  and  he  was  in  lavor 
of  passing  the  bill  for  reducing  the  pay  of  (he 
membeia  of  Congress,  which  hsd  been  particu- 
larly referred  to.  When  the  pay  was  raised,  five 
or  SIX  years  ago,  scarcely  aoy  reason  was  assigned 
for  it,  or  could  be ;  and  be  was  in  faror  of  resto- 
ring the  practice  of  the  Government  for  twenty  or 
thirty  years  preceding. 

Mr.  Wbioht  dmied  that  the  pay  of  members 
had  been  raised  withoot  reason,  and  madea  num- 
ber of  remeiks  against  taking  up  this  subject  now. 
If  gentlemen,  thought  their  services  were  not  worth 
«igttl  dollars,  let  them  give  place  to  others,  or  diR' 
play  their  philanthropy  by  beslowing  on  charitable 
objects  what  they  received  bevona  their  merits. 
The  Kentleman  from  New  York  could  see  no  rea- 
■on  for  the  late  increase  of  the  pay  of  members ; 
but,  Mi.  W.  said,  he  could  give  hin:i  twenty  rea- 
sons fox  it.  Do  the  people  now  ask  Congress  to 
reduce  their  own  compensation?  Why  disturb 
the  nation  at  this  moment  on  this  subject  7  How 
ridiculous  was  it  for  the  members  to  say  their  aer- 
Tices  are  not  worth  eight  dollars  per  day,  at  the 
same  lime  that  compensation  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
at  tbiity  dollars  pec  day  was  given  to  our  judges. 
The  efiortSj  or  pretended  efibrts,  to  diminish  the 
z  of  the  Oovenunent,  Mr.  W.  said,  all  had 


:r.]  He  said  he  had  done 
thing  more  than  state  conclusions,  which  natu- 
rally flawed  from  the  premises.  For  himself,  he 
said  be  tost  a  fortune  oy  becoming  a  member  of 
CongresSj  being  at  the  time  he  was  first  elected 
engaged  in  a  practice  worth  two  Ihousand  pound) 
per  year.  He  briefly  reviewed  his  public  life,  tht 
ibrmei  compensation  law,  the  clamor  against  it, 
and  the  manner  in  which  he  had  met  it,  by  quotini 
the  pay  of  ihe  judges,  who  performed  duties  mncl 
less  laborious,  aoa  much  less  moiaentous  than 
those  of  a  member  of  Congress.  Mr.  W.  conclud- 
ed by  saying,  that  those  who  were  for  reducing 
their  own  pay,  most  follow  very  literally  the  scrip- 
tural injunction,  to  bumble  Ihemselves  that  they 
may  be  exalted, 

Mr.  Waucbh,  of  North  Carolina,  considered  the 
subject  now  proposed  to  be  acted  opou,  to  be  of 
such  importance  that  it  ought  not  to  be  acted  upon 
out  of  the  uittol  couise  of  things,  which  was' 


discuss  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  In  a  mat- 
ter of  so  much  solemnity,  he  said,  he  was  opposed 
to  actiog  with  precipitaiion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  discharging 
the  CommitUe  of  the  Whole  from  ihe  considera- 
tion of  the  retrenchment  bills,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  105,  nays  38. 

The  three  bills  beins  thus  before  the  House, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin,  that  for  reducing 
the  compensatjoQ  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  was  first  read. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  daily  pay  of  ihe 
members  of  the  Senate,  from  and  afler  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  shall  be  six  dollars,  and  the 
like  allowance  shall   be  made  for  every  twenty 
miles  travel  lo  and  from  Congreas.     The  bill  con- 
tains like  provisions  a*  to  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives ;  and  also  pro'poaes  con- 
sideraUy  to  reduce  the  corapenmlion  of  toe  officen 
of  both  Hon  sen.] 
Mr.  McCoT  moved  to  lay  these  billi  on  the  n- 
e,  in  order  to  take  np  the  bill,  in  the  discussion 
of  which  the  House  had  been  engaged  for  several 
Aavs,    The  motion  was  negatived. 
Mr,  McLanb  made  a  motion  to  araead  ibe  bill 
as  lo  make  it  take  effect  from  and  aflei  the  pte- 
nt  session,  instead  of  frota  and  after  the  pasnge 
of  this  taw.    But,  after  tome  conversation  on  the 
amendment,  between  Messrs.  Walwortb,  Me- 
Lane,  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  and  TaAor,  Mr,  .Mc- 
Lane  withdrew  his  motion  for  amendment 

Mr.  EowARns.  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to 
strike  out,  from  tne  part  of  the  bill  which  relates 
to  the  pay  of  the  Seoate,  that  part  which  provides 
that  "  no  daily  allowance  shall  ever  be  made,  in 
case  of  inability  to  attend,  except  when  the  Sen- 
ate aball  be  in  session."  This  proviso  he  consid- 
ered unreasonable  and  disrespectful  to  the  SKiaie, 
Mr.  Mallaby  here  renewed  the  motion  for  the 


Mr.  Haroin  then  replied  to  the  objections  of  Mi- 
Bdwa&ds  to  the  particular  claose  of  the  bill  refa- 
red  to,  and  stated  the  object  of  this  proviso  to  be 
to  prevent  members  from  hanging  on  here  afta 
the  end  of  the  session,  on  the  plea  of  sickneas,  and 
claiming  and  receiving  pay  therefor.  Another 
proviso  in  the  bill  was  intended  to  prevent  mem' 
bers  remaining  at  home,  and  pleading  sickness, 
and  receiving  daily  pay  while  at  home }  which  he 
understood  had  been  done  in  mote  than  one  in- 

Mr.  £dwaiiob  said,  that  he  and  the  genllemaa 
did  not  in  the  least  differ,  it  appeared,  as  to  wlttl 
the  bill  ought  to  be,  but  he  thought  the  phraseol- 
ogy went  turther  than  thaL 

After  some  further  conversation,  as  to  the  proper 
pbraseoli^y  of  the  amendment — 

Mr.  Cook  said  he  was  opposed  to  the  ameiKl- 
ment  in  any  shape.  He  could  not  consent  to  vole 
for  any  proposition  avowedly  placed  on  so  humiU- 
ating  a  ground  as  that  a  man,  choam  by  the  free- 
men of  the  country  to  represent  them^  would  de- 
base himself  so  far  as  to  remain  in  this  city  after 
Ihe  adjotunment  of  Congreas,  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  daily  pay  during  his  stay,  and  getting 
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then  a  certificate  from  tome  qaaek  or  other,  in 
order  to  gel  his  account  paned.  There  migtit  be 
caws  of  persona  taken  stck  while  attending  here, 
and  who  could  not  get  borne.  In  such  cam,  Mr. 
C-coaieoded,  reason  and  justice  required  tfaar  ibelr 
eipenses  shoold  be  defrayed  bf  the  public 

Mr.  WaioBT  also  opposed  the  amendment  on 
nearly  the  same  grounds,  and  beaanse.  if  an;  man 
was  mean  enough  to  counterfeit  sicKnes.i  to  get 

Ey,  he  would,  after  tbta  amendment  whs  adopted, 
re  only  to  go  nome  thirty  or  forty  miln  from 
the  city,  and  thus  appear  to  be  taken  sick  on  the 
road.  But  he  did  cot  believe  that  any  such  cases 
had  occoired  aa  those  which  the  gentleman  from 
Kenluekv  had  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Hardin  replied.  If  the  House  was  dis- 
posed to  a(]ow  to  a  man  daily  pay  af^er  a  atsaion 
was  ended,  whether  sick  or  pretending  to  be  sick, 
the  gentlemen  were  right,  and  ibe  bill  and  amend- 
ment were  wrong.  Id  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinoii,  who  would  not  vole  for  the  amendment 
because  it  suppowd  the  possibility  of  corruption  in 
this  House,  Mr.  H.  said  the  gentleman  bad  altered 
his  language  since  the  first  part  of  this  aession. 
Then,  we  were  to  act  from  time  to  time  by  whole- 
sale, not  by  retail,  as  now  proposed,  to  prevent  eot- 
mption  from  getting  into  the  House.  Whilst  he 
did  not  believe  that  the  House  was  composed  of 
corruptible  men,  he  thought  they  were  much  like 
the  rst  of  mankind  i  in  regard  to  whom  it  had 
been  alwaye  thought  best  not  to  place  theni  in  the 
way  of  temptation. 

Mr.  MiLBOB  was  opposed  as  well  to  the  ptoviso 
as  to  the  amendment.  It  went  upon  a  principle 
new  to  onr  laws,  which  now  recognise  the  prin- 
ciple fbit  those  who  are  laken  sick  whilst  in  the 
public  employ  should  be  supported  an  though  in 
health.  It  was  hard  enough,  he  said,  for  a  man 
who  u  in  the  service  of  the  country  to  be  taken 
sick,  and  sufier  the  pains  of  sickness,  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  pay  the  cost  of  it  out  of  his  private 
purse.  Hr.  M.  said,  that,  when  formerly  in  Cod* 
cress,  he  bad  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Accounts,  before  whom  all  the  accounts  of  the 
memben  pass  in  review.  He  never  had  known, 
during  the  years  he  served  in  that  capacity,  a  sin- 
gle instance  of  any  man  demanding  pay  for  any 
nortion  of  time  that  he  had  been  confined  at  home 
by  siekniess ;  and  he  never  heard  of  such  a  thing 
imtil  it  was  suggested  this  morning  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky.  He  could  not  believe  that 
such  a  case  ever  ind  exist.  Sure  be  was,  that, 
during  the  time  he  was  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee ofAccouDts,  no  such  thing  did  occur. 

The  question  on  Mr.  EnwAHDs'a  motion  was 
then  detennined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WaiaBT  moved  to  tmend  the  bill  so  as  to 
ledoee  the  mileage  from  six  dollars  for  every 
twenty  miles  travelling  to  six  dollars  for  every 
forty  miles ;  and  made  a  number  of  observations 
in  support  of  the  motion. 

Mi.  Van  Wtok  again  required  the  previous 
question,  to  prevent  unnecessary  consumption  of 
time;  bat  the  House  refused  to  sustain  the  call. 

Mr.  Flotd,  after  expressing  his  general  views 
favorable  to  this  bill,  as  the  foundation  of  a  sys- 


tem of  retrenchment  of  expenses,  which  he  sin- 
cerely believed  to  be  necessary,  objected  to  the 
proposed  reduction  of  the  mileage.  Those  who 
travelled  far  on  horseback  could  not  perform  a 
long  journey  at  the  rale  of  forty  miles  a  day,  un- 
less happily  blessed  with  the  constitution  and  vigor 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  For  those  who 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  throw  themselves  on 
board  a  steamboat  and  go  to  sleep,  to  be  sure,  the 
IHToposed  allowance  might  be  sufficient,  but  it  was 
very  different  in  reeard  to  tliose  who  travel  by 
hard  journeys  from  the  interior. 

Mr.  SyiTB,  of  Maryland,  said  he  always  had 
thought  the  mileage  too  high;  and  proposed  to 
his  colleague  to  move  thirty  insleftd  of  forty  milea, 
as  he  had  proposed,  for  six  dollars. 

This  modification  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Wbioht. 

Mr.  Hasuii*  said  it  was  not  the  object  of  the 
Committee  of  Retrenchment  to  poll  down  the 
established  order  of  things,  but  to  reduce  th«n,  in 
consequence  of  the  straitened  finances  of  the  coun- 
try, to  whet  they  were  eight  or  ten  years  ago. 
He  was  therefore  opposed  to  this  motion ;  and  ne 
called  upon  gentlemen  not  to  be  led  away  by  the 
motion. of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  who 
was,  as  far  as  he  could  collect  his  views,  opposed 
to  the  whole  system  of  retrenchment.  He  did 
verily  believe,  he  said,  that  nothing  could  save  the 
nation  from  direct  taxation  hut  a  retrenchment  of 
the  public  expenses,  and  tbat  the  members  of  the 
House  ought,  in  settine  about  it,  to  begin  with 
themselveK.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to  any 
amendment  which  misb^  like  this,  have  a  ten- 
dency to  defeat  the  bill. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  said  that,  though  the 
House  bad  refused  to  sanction  the  previous  ques- 
tion, it  xeemed  that  it  was  to  be  imposed  in  efiect 
by  the  course  which  he  had  indicated.  No  amend- 
ment was  to  be  allowed  to  the  bill,  and  no  objec- 
was  lo  be  heard  to  it,  because  gentlemen  were 
opposed  to  it  in  principle.  Now,  Mr.  N.  said,  to 
show  that  he  was  as  friendlv  to  retrenchment  as 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  now  gave  no- 
tice that  he  shonld  move  ftn  amendment  to  the 
bill,  which  he  was  surprised  the  gentleman  him- 
self had  not  incorporated  in  it,  lo  make  this  bill 
tak'e  effect  from  the  commencement  of  ibis  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  Baldwin  wished  distinctly  to  know  on 
what  principles  the  present  bill  was  presented  to 
the  House.  It  was  said  hv  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  to  be  a  part  of  Ine  system  of  retrench- 
ment caUed  for  by  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
countrv,  as  presented  by  his  commillee.  Mr.  B. 
wished  to  know  from  other  gentlemen  whether 
they  had  any  other  system  of  revenue  to  present, 
that  the  House  might,  by  a  comparison  of  different 
views,  know  whe^er  this  retrenchment  was  ne- 
cessary. (The  Speakeb  required  Mr.  B.  to  con- 
fine himself  to  the  amendmeoL]  Mr.  B.  then 
asked,  further,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of 
gentlemen  to  establish,  for  the  Brst  lime,  a  distinc- 
tion between  the  mileage  and  daily  pay  of  the 
members.  Was  the  mileage  predicated  upon  the 
actual  expenses  incurred  on  the  roadl  Were 
eight  dollars  per  day  dow  allowed  because  mem: 


D.g.-zjcCyGoOgle 


1051 


EISTORY  OF  OONOBBSB. 


ILorR. 


CampetuaUim  BVU. 


bers  were  sapposed  to  expend  that  mseli  ?  Not 
so,  bat  on  the  principle  of  allowing  for  lime  con- 
sumed OS  well  as  for  ezpeases  incurred.  Mr.  B. 
compared  this  allowance  with  what  was  made  to 
officers  of  the  Army,  dec.,  to  show  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  reduced  as  projwsed. 

Mr.  MoNTOOHGHy  Mid  he  intended  to  vote  for 
Uiii  bill,  because  he  did  not  cboooe  to  be  oo  one 
side  of  any  question,  respecting  which  the  people 
were  on  the  other  ude ;  and  he  should  rote  for  the 
thirty  miles  being'  allowed  for  a  day's  travel,  be- 
cause  he  thought  it  was  a  pretty  fair  allowance. 
His  views  upon  the  subject  of  retrenchment,  how- 
ever, did  Bot  exactly  square  with  those  of  the^en- 
tlemen  who  generally  supported  this  bill,  and  on 
a  proper  occasion  he  should  show  in  what  they 
diSered. 

Mr.  Wrkibt  spoke  at  some  length  in  stipport  of 
his  ameodment.  The  principal  argument  he  urged 
in  favor  of  his  motion  was,  that  the  expense  and 
difficulty  of  trsrelliag  bad  been  lessened  in  Kinuch 
greater  degree  than  it  was  now  propoMd  to  rednoe 
uie  allowaace  for  mileage,  aad  tbat,  as  it  now 
Blood,  members  residing  atadbtance  drew  amuch 
raOBler  sum  of  Kioaey  for  their  anend&Bce  on 
Congress  than  any  others. 

Mr.  Bhitb,  of  Maryland,  was  in  faror  of  this 
reduction,  tbat  ibe  compensation  to  members 
might,  in  some  degree,  be  equalized.  Under  the 
unseat  system,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  HARniif)  goL  in  a  session  of  ninety  days, 
tor  his  pay  and  mileage,  9400  mare,  at  six  dollars 

Srr  day,  than  he  (Mr.  ^)  would  reedveat  eight 
allars  per  day. 

Mr.  BBBdcm-r  assigned  the  reason  why  he  was 
opposed  to  the  amendment.  He  went  upon  the 
ground  that  the  original  principle,  upon  which 
the  par  and  mileage  were  fixed  at  the  same  rate, 
was,  inat  the  allowance  for  mileage  shonld  bear 
the  same  relation  to  the  expenses  of  travelling 
that  the  daily  i»y  did  to-  the  ezpences  of  living 
here.  In  speakir^  to  this  point,  Mr.  8.  said  it  was 
one  which  in  no  manner  concerned  him  person- 
ally ;  but  he  wislMd  ft  to  be  settled  on  Jnst  prin- 

Mr.  Tract  declared  himself  in  favor  of  this 
bill  as  a  part  of  a  system  of  retrenchment,  in  re- 
gard to  which  the  House  would  find  its  course 
much  more  cleai  and  easy  after  passing  this  bill. 
With  regard  to  the  particular  amendment  now 
pr^Msed,  he  said  he  wonld  vote  for  it,  being  fa- 
Torable  to  it  on  principle,  if  he  did  not  believe  the 
adoption  of  it  would  drfeat  the  bill.  He  begged, 
therefore  of  g«Ulemen  who  were  really  favorable 
to  the  bill,  not  to  vote  for  mch  amendmaats  to  it 
as  were  calculated  to  make  it  obnoxious. 

Mr.  Wooococx  could  not  understaad  why  his 
colleague  should  so  far  distrust  the  House  as  to 
refuse  to  do  what  was  right  lest  the  House  should 
hereafter  do  what  was  wrong.  He  had  never  dis- 
covered such  a  perversity  of  disposition  in  the 
House;  and  he  should  vole  on  this  proposition 
with  reference  to  its  real  merits,  as  it  appeared  to 
him  other  gentlemen  ought  also  to  do. 

The  question  on  amending  the  bill  so  bb  to  re- 
^ee  the  allowance  to  merohera  for  mileage  to  six 


taken  and  deciaed  as  follows,  in  tbe  a 
yeas  63,  nays  74. 

TsAs — Means.  Allnn  of  MiiMchuietu,  Arclwr, 
Barber  of  Coaoeeticnt,  BsiMtian,  Bsyly,  BnUad,  * 
Brawn,  Bnehanan,  Burrows,  Cambtsbng,  CanpkeU 
of  New  Yuk,  Caaedy,  Condict.  Conaw,  CiMk,  Cash- 
man,  Dariingtan.  DaniHo,  Durjcc,  Bddy,  Bdvmds  sf 
Conneeticat,  Edi**rd>  of  PanMylvaota,  EiuUb,  Fisi- 
lay,  Fnller,  Grots,  Hswki,  HnniAill,  Hooka,  Hnb- 
baid,  F.  Johnaen,  Kent,  Kcyst,  Lathrop,  I.itcblieU, 
McCarty,  McSberry,  Matlack,  Mattocki,  Marcar,  Mil- 
nar,  Mitchell  of  PenoiylvaDii,  Mitchell  of  Sonth  Cu- 
ollnt,  Montgomery,  Moore  of  Pennaylranu,  Moore  of 
Virginis,  Morgan,  Murray,  PJeate,  Nelaan  of  lUarj- 
liad,  Nelwn  o(  Virginia,  Putenoa  of  Pensaylvuli, 
PhilEipa,  Pieraon,  I^lchei,  Rich.  Rocheiter,  Rogtn, 
RuggRB,  Raaa,  Rueaell,  SonderF,  Sawyer,  Sloan,  & 
Bmith.  eterling  of  Connscticut,  Sterling  of  New  York, 
Sloddinl,  8vnn,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tomlumn,  Upbun, 
Van  Renttelacr,  Van  Wyek,  Walworth,  WaifieM, 
Wbila,  Williama  of  Virginia,  WooJ,  Woodcock,  Wc^ 
man,  and  Wright  . 

N«Ta — Mesara.  AlMander,  Baldwin,  Ball,  BaiaMt, 
Bayliaa,  BhckUdge,  Blair,  Breckenridgt,  Bntlci, 
Oampbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Cbambera,  Cocke,  CrtlU, 
Cradap,  Cothbert,  Dane,  Dickina»B.  Dwiglit,  Ed- 
wsrdi  of  North  Carolina,  Farrdly,  Floyd,  Garnen, 
Oebhard,  Giknar,  Gorkam,  Hall,  HardiD,  Harvey, 
fioBdrieka,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holeomba,  JackMn,  J.  T. 
J^naoD,  KirUarid,  Leftwich,  Long,  Lowndes,  McCoy, 
MoLaoe,  Maltary,  Ualaon,  Matealb.  Moot*  M  Ala- 
bams,  New,  Newton,  Oventteet,  PlaaMr  of  New 
Hampahira,  FlnDar  of  Pan  nay  Ivan  ia,  Poinaatt,  Ran- 
kin, Bhoa,  Baaa,  Soott,  Sergeant,  Artbnr  Smith,  W. 
Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  8.  Smitb,  SleTanioo, 
Stewart,  Tatnalt,  TbompiOD,  Tracy,  Tueke<  of  Sooili 
Carolins,  Tucker  of  Virginia.  Vance,  Walker,  Whip- 
ple, Whitman,  Willlami  of  North  Carolinik,  Williani- 
aon,  and  Woodson. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Fmjko  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  is 
to  postpone  iti  operation  to  the  first  day  of  July 
next. 

Oo  this  motian  a  desultory  debate  took  place, 
oceaeionally  ver^ng  on  Ike  main  principle  of  the 
bill,  and  incidentally  involving  the  qoeation  wb^ 
tber  or  not  the  proposed  redaction  was  a  viotatioa 
of  the  contract  under  which  tbe  mcmbara  have 
attended ;  in  which  Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Maryland, 
OonHAM.  WBiftBT,  WABniLD,  Smith,  Oveb- 
BTBBET,  Whipple,  Wo  dim  on,  Hitch  ell,  of  Sonlh 
Canilina,  and  Baldwin,  took  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  Nelbon,  ot  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  so  as  to  [Hevide  that  the*  reduction 
should  take  eflect  from  the  first  day  of  Jidy  last 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  thcrenpoa  ordered, 
and  the  motion  was  aupported  by  Mr.  NELeon,  of 
Virginia,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  EnwARna,  of  NcNih 
Carolina,  Mr.  Rhea,  Mr.  Floyd,  and  Mr.  Wright, 
'  but,  before  any  qneittion  was  taken  thereon — 

Mr.  BuTLsa  moved  to  recommit  the  ImII  to  the 
committee  that  reported  it,  with  inatenerions  to 
report  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  whetfaer 
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ilwn  ue  >iiT  officers  in  the  OoTernmeiit  wboK 
sernMB  can  he  dispeaaed  with  withcmt  injory  to 
ibe  pablic  service,  Bod  miso  whether  there  are  any 
offioeri  m  the  QaVenuneiit  whose  salaries  may  w 


Hr.  BuTLEB  Mipiwrted  his  motion  at  coaaiden- 

e  Itntnh,  and  Mr.  RosB  opposed  it. 

Mr.  Taftcy  called  for  the  y«as  and  nays,  which 


Uelnj 


were  Itken  as  followi 

Yii>— Uann.  Ball,  BinWw,  Bajl;,  SlacUcdgs, 
Bnllei,  Csdhoh,  Cariin»ii,  Foliar,  Gist,  Gorham, 
Haaki,  Lsthiop,  Loaf,  MeCsrt;,  McNeill,  Milnor, 
Tfmrtaa,  Rukio,  Scott,  WiMutma,  nid  Wilioi>~-tl. 

{(ill— Hmsts.  AleiBUder,  Ai«her,  Baldwin,  Bai- 
iei  of  CanBccticDt,  Barber  of  Ohio,  BuMtt,  &ta- 
rats,  Bajlies,  Bi^elow,  Blair,  Bottaad,  BRckenridce, 
Brown,  Bn^ftniD,  Barrowa,  Burtoa,  Cambreleng, 
CuiplxU  of  New  Tork,  Oampbull  of  Ohio,  Cassedj, 
Chimber*,  Cocke,  Comiict,  Conner,  Cook,  Crani, 
Cmdnp,  Cnthberl,  Dane,  Darlington,  DaciioD.DarfM, 
Dwight,  Eddj,  Edwards  of  Connecticat,  Edwards  of 
:ii!iih  CaraliDB,  EnatU,  Farrelly,  Findlaj,  Flojd, 
Qimett,  Gebhard,  Grou,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hawka,  Hen- 
driclu,  Hill,  HobiR,  Holcombs,  Hubbard,  Jadiion, 
Y.  Jobnion,  J.  T.  Johnson,  K«nt,  Keyea,  Kirklsnd, 
Lcftwicb,  LitdiSeld,  McCoj,  MeDafBe,  McLine, 
McStterr;,  MalUrr.  Mallack.  MatMn,  Matloeki,  Mer- 
nr,  Metcalfe,  Mitchell  of  P«nni;lTaiiia,  Milcbell  of 
BonUi  t^rolina,  Moore  of  PenaijWania,  M«>n  of 
Vir|iDia,'HoorB  of  Alabima,  Morgan,  Harray,  N«bI«, 
Nelwn  of  Maryland,  Ntlaon  of  Virginia,  New,  0*er- 


ijliank,  PoiaaaU,  Rhea,  Hkh,  HocbesliT,  Bagara, 
Row,  EHgglcs,  Roai,  Russell,  Saoden,  Sawjnr,  Ser- 
geant, Sloan,  8.  Smith,  Arthur  Smitb,  W.  ftnith, 
Alexander  8m;th,  J.  B.  Smitb,  Sterling  of  CoDoee- 
licDt.  Slnenion,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  8wi)>,-Tatuall, 
Ttjlor,  Tbompson,  Tod,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker 
oFBontb  Carolina,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Vance, 
Van  RenaaelaeT,  Van  Wjck,  Walker,  Walworlb, 
Warfield,  Whipple,  Wbitman,  Williami  of  North 
Cuolina,  Williama  of  ViTginis,  Wood,  Woodcock, 
WoodaoD,  Wormsn,  aod  Wright— 1S4. 

The  questioQ  was  then  put  od  agreeing  to  tbe 
ameodinetit  proposed  by  Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Virginia, 
iai  was  also  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  25, 
nap  121,  as  follows : 

Ysii — Meaar*.  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Bncbanan, 
Oarrowa,  Batler,  Campbell  of  New  York,  CBSaedy, 
Cwiner,  Eddy.  Gnatis,  Qebbard,  Hawki,  Hooks,  Hub> 
hard,  Eeje^  McCany,  Matlsck,  Matlocka,  Alitcbell  of 
Sanlb  Carolina,  Neleoo  of  Maryland,  Nelaon  of  Vir- 
ginia,  Pierson,  Pitcher,  Rich,  Rocbealer,  Rona,  Rubs, 
Raisell,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  StodJard,  Swan, 
Tajtor,  Walworth,  Warfield,  Williamson,  and  Wood- 
cock. 

NiTB— Meaar*.  AleisnJer,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Barber  of  Ohio,  Bantow,  Baaaelt,  Batemao,  Bsjlies, 
Bajly,  Bigelow,  Blair,  Borland, Breckenridge,  Brown, 
BurtoD,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon, 
Chambets,  Cocke,  Cmdict,  Cook,  Crafla,  Crudup, 
Caihman,  Cnthbert,  Dane,  Darlington,  Deniton,  Dur- 
iee,  Owigfat,  Bdwsrdi  of  Connecticut,  Sdwarda  of 
Pennsyhania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  Farrelly, 
PiadU?,  riojA,  FoHer,  GsrnMt,  Oilmer,  Giit,  Gor- 
hun,  Grosa,  Hall,  Hardin,  Hirrey,  Hemphill,  Hen- 
ilricka,   Hill,  HoUonbe,  Jackson,  F.  JohosoD,  J.  T. 


field,  LoQit,  McCoy,  UcDuffie,  McLane,  McNeill, 
McSherry,  Hallary,  Mercer,  Melcalb,  Milnor,  MitcbeU 
of  Pennsyl*anis,  Montgomery.  Moore  of  PeansylTB- 
nia,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Marfan, 
Marray,  Neale,  Newton,  Oterslnct,  Pattaraon  ef 
PennByirania,  Phillips,  Plnmer  of  New  Hampihire, 
Plumcr  of  Pennajlvanta,  Foinselt,  Rankin,  Rhea, 
Rogers,  Buggies,  Saodera,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Sloan, 
B.  Smith,  Arthur  Smith,  W. Smith,  Alexander  SmyUi, 
J.  S.  Smith,  Sterenaon,  Stewart,  Tilnalt,  Thompson, 
Tod,  Tomlinaoo,  Trscy.  Tucker  of  Sonth  Carolina, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tlphsm,  Vance,  Van  Rensselaer, 
Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Whipple.  White,  Whitman, 
WilllMDa  of  North  Carolina,  Wifliami  of  Virginia, 
WlUoB,  Wood,  Woodson,  Woman,  and  Wright. 

The  original  motion  to  amend  by  Mr.  Plotd, 
was  next  m  order,  and  was  taken,  without  farther 
debate,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

Yiis — Messrs.  Aleisnder,  Allen  of  Maasschasetls, 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bnritow, 
BtaseU,  Batemsn,  Baylies,  Bayly,  BIgelow,  Black- 
ledge,  Blair,  Breckenridge,  Brown,  Burton,  Csmbre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cstinoa,  Chambers,  Cocke, 
Cooh,  Crafts,  Cndup,  Coshman,  Catbfaer^  Dsrre, 
DarlingtoB,  Bntfce,  Dwlgfat,  Edwsrdi  of  Nottii  Car- 
olina, Enstia,  Family,  Pindtay,  Floyd,  Pnller,  Oar- 
aett.  Gist,  Oorham,  Hall,  Hwdin,  HemphUI,  HHI, 
Hobart,  Beleonbe,  Jackson,  J.  T.  JohasoB,  Kant, 
Kirkland,  LsihroB,  Leftwich,  Litchfield,  I^at,  Mc- 
Coy, HcDnfBe,  McLane,  McNeill.  Msllary,  Mercw, 
Metcalfe,  Hitnor,  Milcbell  of  Peonsjliania,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore  of  PenDaylisnia,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Morgan,  Neale,  Newton,  Oimtreet,  Patterson  of 
IVnnayWsnia,  Plumer  of  Pennsylvania,  Poinaatt, 
Rankin,  Rhea,  Rogers,  Roggles,  Rusi,  Ssndcrs,  Scott, 
Sloan,  Arthur  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alex,  fimyih,  1.  B. 
Smitb.  StcTcnron,  Stewart,  I'ftnall,  Thompson,  Tod, 
Tocker  of  Soinh  Carolina,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Van  Wjek.  Walker,  White,  Whitman,  Wil- 
liams of  North  CaroKna,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Wit- 
lismson,  Wilson,  Wood,  WoodsoD.snd  Wright — lOB. 

Naxs — Messn.  Barber  of  Connecticnt,  Borland, 
Buchanan,  BarrowH,  Bniler,  Campbell  of  New  York, 
Caseedy,  CoadicI,  Conner,  Denison,  Eddy,  Edwards 
of  Connecticut,  Edwards  of  Pennayhania,  Gebhsrd, 
Gilmer,  Gross,  Harrey,  Hawka,  Hendricks,  Hooks, 
Hubbard,  F.  Johnton,  Keyes,  McCarty,  McSheriy, 
Matlack,  Mattocks,  Mltcbell  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Moore 
of  Virginia,  Murray,  Nelacn  of  Maryland,  Nelson  of 
Vitfinia,  Phrllips,  Pieruin,  Pitcher,  Plumer  of  New 
Hampshire,  Rich,  Rochester,  Rois,  Bassell,  Sawyer, 
Sergeant,  8.  Smith,  Sterling  of  Coaaeeticnl,  Stod- 
datd,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tomlinson, Tracy,  Tneherof  Vir- 
ginia, Walworth,  Warfleld,  Whipple,  Woodcock,  and 
Worman — 66.  ' 

So  the  atnendroeflt  was  agreed,  to  and  the  Honae 
then  adjourned, 

Thursday,  April  25. 
Mr.  RANKtH,  from  the  Ctmmiltee  on  the  Public 
Laods,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  ea tilled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ihe  r«p- 
resentatiTea  of  John  DoDnelsbn,  Thomas  Carr, 
and  others,"  reportecl  the  same  without  amendment, 
and  ii  was  commilted  to  a  CommittM  of  the 
Whole. 
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-  Hr.  Rahkih,  from  the  committee  of  conference 
appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  attend  a 
conference  with  toe  conferees  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  upon  the  subject-roaiier  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  toe  two  Houses  on  the  amend- 
ment proposed  bf  this  House  to  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  this  House  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of 
Missouri  three  per  cent,  on  the  net  proceeds  arising 
from  the  sateof  the  public  lands  within  the  same," 
made  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  restoring  to  the  ahip  Diana 
the  privil^^es  of  a  sea-letter  vessel,"  was  read,  and 
concurred  m  by  the  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alzira  Dibiel 
and  Soptua  Hancock  was  read  a  third  lime  and 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  twice 
read  and  referred  to  their  appropriate  commil 
viz:  Abillfor  the  better  organization  of  the  di) 
court  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of 
Louisiana:  a  bill  for  the  ^lief  of  Clarence  Mul- 
ford ;  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Pendergrass ; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Baptist  Belfort  and 
others ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Cooper. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  FBEeioENT 
or  TBD  UniTED  States,  as  follows : 
To  tht  Houit  oj  EtpraenlaiitieM  .- 

In  compliance  with  *  molntion  of  tbs  Houw  of 
ReptcaentatiTei  of  the  SSth  Jaonar;  lait,  requeating 
the  Preiii]«Dt  ctf  the  United  Slalei  to  cauu  to  be  com> 
MuniCBted  lo  that  Honae  certain  information  ralaliTi 
tu  the  claim  made  by  Jonathan  Carieito  certain  land* 
within  the  Uoiteil  Ststei  near  the  filli  of  fiL  Anthony, 
I  now  tranunit  a  report  of  the  Secniary  of  the  Trea- 
anry,  which,  nith  the  accompanying  document*,  con' 
tain  all  tbe  information  on  thi*  inbject,  in  the  poaie*- 
•ioo  of  the  Executive. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WiBBiasTOR,  4pnV28,  ISSS. 

The  Message  and  report  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SawYEH  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  to- 
morrow, more  for  the  consideration  of  a,  resolu- 
tion, heretofore  submitted  by  him,  convoking  the 
next  Congress  on  the  first  Monday  of  November 
next. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  moved  a  resolution,  ibe  object  of 
which  was,  that,  from  and  after  th«  commence- 
ment of  the  next  week,  af^er  sitting  fr6m  ten  until 
ten  mJnulSa  after  four  o'clock,  there  should  be  a 
recess  of  the  House,  on  each  oay,  from  four  until 
half  past  fire  o'clock ;  and  that  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ should  not  then  be  in  order  until  seven 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Hahoik  remarked  that,  a&  far  as  his  ob- 
servation extended,  the  m«nber$  were  not  likely, 
about  tbe  hour  designated  for  reassembling,  to  be 
in  the  best  possible  condition  for  doing  busmess. 

The  previous  question  of  consideration  being 
required,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nq^tive 
hj  a  large  majority.  So  the  House  refused  to  con- 
sider the  resolution. 


Mr.  CocEB  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
.  I  Revolutionary  Penaions  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  several  petitions  referred  to  ibem. 
That  committee,  he  aaid.  had  reported  a  general 
bill  upon  the  subject,  which  passed  this  Home,  I 
but  has  been  rejected  in  the  Senate.  It  was  im- 
possible for  the  committee  lo  act  apeciallv  upon 
all  tbe  petitions  at  this  session,  and  it  was  his  ob- 
ject that  they  should  be  laid  on  the  table  till  tht 
next  session. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Suith  of  Maryland,  Mr. 
Rhea,  and  Mr.  Campbell  of  Ohio,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  on  Peo- 
siona  and  Hevolutionary  Claims,  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  were  respectirdy 
discharged,  also,  from  the  petitions  referred  to 

Mr.  Hehpbill  rose  and  said,  that  so  much  of 
the  money  of  the  nation  had'  been  expended  oti 
the  Cumberland  road,  it  would  not  be  prudent  ot 
provident  lo  sufier  it  now  lo  go  to  decay  for  want 
of  repairs.  He  therefore  moved  lo  discharge  the 
Committee  of  tbe  Whole  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  providing  for  the  erection  of 
turnpike  gales  on  the  Cumberland  road,  and  that 
tbe  same  be  laid  on  the  table,  that  he  might  have 
an  opportunity  of  askmg  the  House  to  act  on  it  ai 
a  future  day. 

The  motion  waiTagreed  to. 

The  SpBAKCR  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Secretanr  of  War,  siatine  thai 
the  information  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  requested  to  fumiah  by  a  resolntion  of 
tbe  House,  adopted  on  the  8th  of  January  last. 
cannot  be  prepared  in  time  to  be  laid  before  the 
House  before  the  next  session  of  Congress ;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BrcKANAN,  from  the  select  commitiw, 
to  whom  that  subject  was  referred,  made  a  repoii 
respecting  certain  fines  imposed  on  the  militia  o1 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  concluding  with  tbe 
following  resolution,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table ; 

Raolved,  That  the  uncollectad  militia  fines  iat 
from  delinquents  in  the  Stale  of  Fennsjlrania,  which 
have  bean  ai>e*«ed  by  conrta  martial,  and  all  fia» 
collected  by  the  lata  or  preiflnt  manhili  of  Pcnniyl- 
vania,  or  their  deputies,  which  hava  not  been  paid  iota 
the  Tresiary  of  the  United  States,  or  applied  to  tht 
Iisyment  of  expanses  of  courts  martial,  be  tranafened 
to  the  Slate  of  PennayWania,  with  full  power  to  cA- 
lect  tbe  same. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  re- 
turning the  hill  which  originated  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  making  appropriations  for  the 
public  buildings,  with  an  amendment  to  add  $1,350 
lograduate  and  improve  the  public  grounds  around 
tbe  Capitol. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  House  disagree  lo 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  The  motion  wk 
supported  by  Mr.  Van  Wyck  and  ^he  mover,  pod 
opDOsed  by  Mr.  Taylor. 

Nfr.  Blackleooe  remarked,  that  the  sum  which 
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business,   viz.,    aeren   hundred  and   &hy  dollin, 
would  be  probably  sufficient. 

The  Speaker  suggested  ihal  it  was  oecessarjr, 
in  the  rule,  thai  this  qneslioD  be  diicnned  in  a 
f  Commitlee  of  the  Whole  before  a  decifion  on  il; 
and.  thereupon, 

The  House  weniintoaComraiitceof  the  Whole, 
on  the  aforesaid  bill. 

Mr.  Cocke  renewed  the  motion  which  he  hul 
made  in  the  Hotue  to  disagree  to  the  said  ameod- 


Mr.  Mallart  moved  that  the  Coi 
Thia  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Cockb  and  Mr. 
TiT[/)B,  when  it  was  wrthdrawa  by  the  mover, 
who  observed  that  he  perceived  it  was  leading  to 
■  discussion,  which  was  the  very  thing  he  intend- 
ed to  avoid. 

Mr.  Taylor  moTed  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  amendment  which  related  to  graduatiaKihe 
public  ground,  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  79. 

Mr.  KocHEBTER  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  striking  out  81,360,  and  to  insert  in  liea 
thereof,  the  sum  of  9^50.  After  a  discussion  of 
the  subject,  by  Messrs.  VakWyck,Kekt,  Nelson 
of  MassachosetLi,  and  Rhea,  the  question  was 
taken,  and  negatived. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  then  agreed  to — ayes  68,  noes  34,  and  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  same. 

In  Vi«  HouM,  the  decisions  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  affirmed — ayes  74. 

GENERAL  APPROPBIATION  BILL.  . 

The  nusmge  received  from  the  Senate  anDOun- 
cing  its  adherence  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  ninth, 
amendments,  which  were  made  by  that  body  to 
the  general  appropriation  bill,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Walwobth  moved  that  this  House  do  ad- 
here to  Its  disagreement  to  the  said  amendments 
of  the  Senate.  The  question  was  divided,  and 
the  question  on  insisting  on  the  diaagreement  to 
the  amendment  proposing  a  provision  for  running 
the  boandary  line  between  this  Government  and 
the  late  Spanish  provinces,'  being  Dnder  consid- 


Mr.  Walwortr  moved  to  insist  on  the  disa'' 
greement  of  this  House  to  the  said  amendment. 

Mr.  CocKB  rose,  he  said,  to  state  a  fact,  which 
would  show  the  inexpediency  of  concurring  in  this 
amendinent  of  the  Senate.  The  time  for  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  run  this  line  was  limited  to 
one  year  from  the  date  of  ratification ;  that  that 
period  had  passed,  and  that  Spain  had  omitted  m 
fulfil  the  stipulation  on  her  part  within  the  time 
limited,  so  that  the  United  Slates  were  exonerated 
from  any  farther  oUizaiion  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  examine  the 
main  objection  which  had  been  taken  to  the  ap- 
propriaiioD  now  proposed,  viz.,  that  the  resolution 
of  tbis  House  approriag  the  recognition  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  nations  of  South  America,  went 
to  preclude  the  execution  of  tba  t  article  of  our  late 
treaty  with  Spain  which  relalea  to  boundaries. 
Sv^ppose,  he  spid — what  he  did  not,  however,  ad- 
mit— that  there  was  some  inconsistency  between 


act  of  recognition  and  that  trekty.  In  that 
case,  which  of  inese  acts  is  binding  on  us ;  which 
has  priority?  The  first  of  them  is  the  act  by 
which  we  plighted  our  faith  to  Old  Spain.  It  u 
a  compact  founded  in  valid  and  adec^uate  consid- 
eration. We  have  received,  and  are  in  the  actual 
enjoyment  of  that  consideration.  And  shall  we 
be  told,  said  he,  that  it  is  competent  for  us  to  re- 
1  an  act  of  plighted  faith?  To  omit  the  per- 
formance of  a  contract  with  a  foreign  Government, 
— on  what  ground?  On  the  ground  of  a  subse- 
quent voluntary  act  of  our  own?  Mr.  A.  said  he 
had  heard  of  a  nation  being  released  from  the  obli- 
^tioos  of  a  treaty,  on  the  ground  of  an  act  per- 
tormed  by  another  party;  but  this  was  the  first 
time  it  had  ever  been  asserted  on  this  floor,  or 
probably  on  this  earth,  that  you  may  abrogate  your 
own  faith — teteaseyoursetf  from  your  own  obliga- 
tions by  your  own  act.  Such  a  doctrine  could 
not  be  jnslifled  either  here  or  any  where  else. 
Would  It  be  contended  that  we  owed  no  good 
faith  to  Spain?  By  the  same  code  of  morality 
W«  may  reclaim  the  very  territory  which,  by  that  ' 
treaty,  we  have  renounced.  Mr.  A.  said  ne  could 
not  believe  that  gentlemen  had  taken  this  view  of 
the  sahject.  or  that  they  would  sustain  sach  doc- 
He  had  argued  thus,  he  said^  on  ihe  supposition 
that  there  is  really  something  in  the  act  of  recog- 
nition inconsistent  with  our  treaty  oUigations  with 
Spain  ;  and  even  in  tbis  case  the  inference  would 
not  be  warranted  that  we  had  a  right  to  disregard  an 
express  stipulation  of  the  treeiy.  But,  he  said,  that 
supposition  was  not  a  fair  and  sound  one.  There 
was,  he  contended,  no  collision  between  the  effect 
of  one  act,  and  the  obligation  imposed  by  the  other 
on  this  Government,  no  one,  Mr.  A.  said,  had 
more  heartily  concurred  in  the  vote  of  recognition 
than  he,  and  none  would  more  detenuioateTv  sup- 
port it  in  all  its  consequences.  But  he  could  not 
see  that  we  have  by  that  act  brought  ourselves  into 
the  strange  predicament  that  gendemen  had  sup- 
posed. If  il  had  been  necessary,  in  order  to  role 
that  act  of  recognition,  that  we  should  break  the 
faith  of  this  nation,  anxious  as  he  was  to  witness 
that  recognition — far  as  he  would  go,  even  to  war 
with  all  Europe  in  support  of  it — he,  for  one.  would 
not  have  concnrred  m  thai  act.  He  would  hare 
jeopardized  the  interests  of  his  country — he  would 
have  hazarded  war,  in  order  that  we  might  take 
that  stand;  but  there  was  one  thing  he  would  not 
have  done — he  would  not  have  paid  for  the  plea- 
sure of  that  recognition  the  faith  and  honor  ot  this 
Government.  But,  as  he  had  before  observed,  no 
such  consequences  were  involved  in  it. 

What  do  we  do,  said  Mr.  A.,  if  we  agree  to  this 
appropriation?  Do  we  undertake  to  decide  be- 
tween thecooflictingrigbtsof  Old  Spain  and  Mex- 
ico? No;  we  only  say,  here  runs  the  line  which 
marks  the  property  of  the  United  States;  within 
this  we  claim.  We  run  our  own  boundary.  We 
give  up  all  beyond  it  as  not  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  though  we  have  heretofore  asserted  our 
title  to  it.  Does  this  preclude  the  rights  of  the 
Government  of  Mexico?  Our  act  of  recognition 
binds  US  to  a  great  deal,  but  surely  never  to  the  ex- 
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tent  to  which  somegeotLe 
ine  the  proposed  appropriatioD,  we  do  oot  \ioA&- 
take  to  decide  betwe^  the  rival  preteDsioDS  of 
goverDmentB,  but  to  do  what  erery  individual  hu 
a  light  to  do  in  regard  to  his  owd  property — that 
is,  to  Ascertain  and  mark  the  bounds  of  it. 
One  other  coQsideiatian  connected  with  this  sub- 

1'ect  appeared  to  him  to  be  very  important,  to  which 
\e  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  What 
ii  the  rule  of  interpretation  of  treaties,  as  recog- 
'nised  by  all  writers  on  the  laws  of  nations,  and  by 
all  civilized  iLatians  1  That  eveiv  part  of  ■  tr«aty 
shall  respond  to  the  other  paru  of  it ;  that  the  fail- 
ure to  perform  one  p&rt  produoe*  a  forfeiture  of 
the  other.  Well,  witliout  any  ael  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  we  refuse  to  coiQply  with  a  positive  stipu' 
lation  which  has  been  made  on  our  pan.  It  was 
very  true,  Mr.  A.  said,  that  we  an  in  posaesmon 
and  eojoymenl  of  Florida;  it  waa  verv  true,  that 
it  wu  not  within  the  competency  of  Old  Spain  to 
Wfench  from  us  ihia  consideration.  But  he  did 
asaerl,  that  if  we  took  the  course  of  refunag  to 
-  execute  out  pari  of  the  treaty,  Spain  would  staiad 
joslifled  in  wresting  Florida  from  our  bandi,  if 
■he  bad  tha  power  to  do  so.  We  now  refuse  to 
give  (o  her  w  very  grouad  of  coDsidecaoon  on 
which  she  made  the  cession.  We  get  all  that  we 
w«e  to  have;  we  establiab  a  military  force  around 
the  territory;  we  place  in  it  civil  and  military 
authorities,  aad  then  we  refuse  to  Spain  the  con- 
sideration on  which  she  concedes  it  to  ua — and 
why  1  Because  she  has  done  aay  thing  wrong — 
beeause  we  hare  any  ground  of  com|daint  against 
herl  No;  beeaus«  we  have  done  something  since, 
and  that  a  voluntary  act  on  our  part,  inconijiiient 
with  our  faith  to  Spain  !  This  was  the  strongest 
side  of  the  arguroent  againiit  the  appiopriation. 
It  wa*  impo&sible,  it  appeared  to  hiui.  in  any  view 
of  it,  that  the  House  could  oppose  the  appropria- 
tion proposed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Hahoin,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  understood 
the  object  of  those  who  were  for  disagreeiiig  to 
this  ameodnent  was  to  postponethe subject  toibe 
next  session,  iu  order  to  ascertain  with  certainty 
whether  Texas  forms  a  part  of  the  Qoveminent  of 
Mexico,  and  wbalher  this  arrangement  of  boun- 
dary should  not  be  made  with  the  new  gorera- 
ment,  and  not  with  the  Government  of  Spain.  The 
argument  of  the  geUleman  from  Virginia  was 
very  correct,  if  kie  first  position  had  been  so ;  but, 
like  Atetunudea,  who  could  have  moved  the  earth 
h*i.  he  bm  a  place  to  stand  on,  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  covld  not  move  the  eanh  because  be  had 
not  a  pUcc  to  stand  on.  Now,  Mr.  H.  said,  if  oar 
contract  with  Spain,  by  the  treaty,  had  been  to 
pay  her  a  sum  oif  money,  however  Spain  might 
a/terwardd  have  been  cut  up,  that  part  of  the  na- 
tion over  which  her  sovereignty  remains  is  the 
Bin  to  which  the  stipulation  must  be  performed. 
lit  the  contract  for  the  boundary  line  was  a  con- 
tract to  operate  so  ren.  It  wns  a  contract  entirely 
ot  a  local  character,  and  not  an  executory  one, 
■ueh  as  a  payment  of  inoaey.  The  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  fromNew  York  Mr.  H.  considered 
a  very  comet  one.  We  all  recognise  the  right  of 
a  people  to  eatablisb  what  goverament  they  ^eaie 


— to  dissolve  their  government,  or  to  make  balfa 
dozen  governments  in  the  placeofone.  I  uadet- 
stand,  said  be,  that  we  have  specially  recogniad 
the  Glovernmeut  of  Mexico.  With  what  garfm- 
m>'nt,  then,  are  we  to  adjust  the  boundary  bf  twwn 
UB  and  Mexico?  I  agree  we  cannot  dissoliet 
contract  with  Spain ;  but  the  part  of  a  cantraii 
which  is  of  a  local  character,  must,  Spain  being 
cot  up  into  several  governments,  be  perfarmed  is 
1^  government  where  the  land  lies.  Mexico  is  an 
independent  Kovemment,  and  Texas  is  a  part  of 
it.  With  whom,  then,  are  we  to  adjust  tbe  boon- 
dary  line 7  With  Old  Spain?  No;  with  the 
Qovernnient  of  Mexico.  The  proposition  of  the 
gentLemaa  from  New  York  is  to  poatpooe  a  it- 
eisioD  on  this  subject ;  to  watt  to  see  whether  iht 
Government  of  Mexico  is  organized,  and,  if  so,  lo 
adjust  the  boundary  with  the  new  goverameni, 
and  not  with  the  old.  Will  an  adjastmeni  of  the 
line  with  Old  Spain  be  obligatory  on  the  Empiit 
of  Mexico  1    No ;  it  will  not. 

Mr.  H.  agreed  with  the  gentlenoan  from  Virgi- 
nia in  his  positions ;  ba^  be  said,  ibey  would  dm 
apply  to  the  present  question.  A  aotemn  vote  of 
thia  House  bad  been  passed,  with  bat  one  dissai- 
lag  voice,  that  Mexico  ia  an  independent  anpiir. 
and  the  contract  for  boundary  must  innte  to  bei 
benefit,  she,  and  not  Spain,  having  now  an  iDtmsi 
in  it. 

Mr.  WoooaoN,  of  KenttKky,  said,  that,  on  tht 
subject  of  ihb  appropriation,  when  lately  before 
the  House,  he  had  voted,  with  a  great  msjoriif  of 
the  House,  against  this  appropriation,  because  he 
thought  there  was  an  tnconsLsIeDey  between  ii 
and  tbe  vole  to  recogpnise  the  ind^Kndence  o! 
Mexico.  But,  sines  that  time,  he  had  toraed  ha 
attention  to  the  best  authority  upon  the  subject  of 
national  law — he  had  consolled  Vattel,  and  froa 
what  was  laid  down  in  that  book,  he  had  become 

Kfeetly  eonvinoed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  tlu 
use  to  make  the  approptiatioD,  and  lo  do  e*ei« 
thing  on  its  part  to  carry  the  contract  into  effeci- 
It  would  not  be  coniroref  ted,  that  tbe  Qoverameai 
of  Mexico  was  botmd  to  carry  into  effect  our  con- 
tract with  Old  Spain,  and  to  oarry  it  into  e&d 
literally.  But,  Mr.  W-  said,  he  would  suggal 
this  idea,  and  he  was  confident  it  would  baveiii 
weight  with  every  gentleman  in  this  House:  Con- 
siderin^  tbe  delicacy  of  our  situation  with  respeci 
to  Spam,  although  he  was  disposed  to  merl  widi 
firmaeas  the  course  which  Spain  might  takeii 
conaequence  of  the  recognition  of  the  independ- 
eace  of  Mexico,  Ae.,  we  ought  not  to  give  lo  her 
any  just  cruk  of  eompjaiai.  The  honor  of  oat 
country,  loo,  is  at  stake  in  this  matter,  requiriog 
a  compliance  with  tbe  treaty.  In  ibat  treaty  ihMV 
is  an  express  stipulation  that  we  will  release  >tl 
our  right  in  certain  boundaries  on  the  side  of  the 

Erovince  of  Texas,  iu  consideration  of  the  release, 
y  Spain,  of  all  her  interest  in  tbe  Floridas.  Was 
it  not  a  proper  anbjeet  of  consideration  for  us, 
whether  we  would  violate  the  eonirael  oa  out 
part  1  Mr.  W.  asked  the  gentleman  from  Keo- 
lucky,  as  a  lawyer,  what  would  excuse  him,  a  pri- 
vate individDal,  from  the  performance  of  aeon- 
tract  of  this  kind  7    His  own  voluntary  act  cia- 
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not  j  and  notkivg  bat  an  act  of  God,  or  the  force 
of  an  enemy,  can  exeaw  u).  The  hindrance  lo 
lite  execution  of  a  treaty  must  be  prodaeed,  in 
the  language  of  the  books,  by  the  King's  enemies — 
that  is,  adapting  the  language  to  our  coudiiioD,  by 
the  enemies  orchis  Republic.  No  such  impedi- 
ment, nor  any  act  of  God,  now  iat«rveaes.  We 
ought  to  bring  the  mattet  to  this  solemn  ten.  If, 
by  the  treaty,  we  are  bound  to  appoint  commis- 
sionen  for  a  special  purpose,  let  t^em  proceed  to 
discharge  the  duty  described  in  that  compact.  If 
they  are  met  by  actual  force  in  Mexico,  then  it 
will  be  time  to  stop.  By  that  prevention,  and  by 
nothing  lets,  shall  we  be  relieved  from  our  obliga- 
tion to  Spain.  By  our  act  of  reeMnitioQ  we  do 
not  intenneddle  in  the  concerns  of  Mexico  and 
Spain.  Old  Spain  conteods  that  Mexleo  still  be- 
longs lo  her.  A  solemn  act  of  the  CorieB  declare*, 
that  the)F  do  oot  iatead,  voluntarily,  to  relinquish 
their  ehim  upon  their  American  territories.  Our 
deelaratioo  is  but  an  expression  of  our  opinion ; 
and,  whalercT  it  be,  being  onr  own  act,  cannot 
lelease  as.  Accordipe  lo  national  law.  and  the 
cods  of  principles  which  govern  treaties,  the  United 
Statei  are  not  exonerated  from  the  performance 
of  the  cottditioos  of  ihe  treaty.  Mr.  W.,  tbere- 
fote,  hoped  the  appropriation  would  be  made,  as 
proposed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.MALLABT,  of  Vertnont,  was  in  favor  of  the 
ameudiDent  of  the  Senate,  not  from  any  strong 
impreuioB  that  it  would  operate  beneftcially,  or 
that  it  woold  be  important  either  one  way  or 
another.  But,  in  the  present  condition  of  our  af- 
fairs, it  was  Bjnaiter  of  prudenoe  and  iwnnd  dis- 


the  Commissioner  of  Spain,  he  did  not  belj 
irould  abrogate  th«  treaty ;  but,  as  before  obterved 
in  debate,  oai  affairs  with  Spain  were  in  a  ticklish 
aituatioD,  and  it  was  not  worth  while  lo  do  any 
thing  to  excite  hostile  feelings  towards  us.  On 
this  subject  he  woold  remark,  that  what  would  be 
the  relation  of  Mexico  lo  Spain  six  months  hence 
could  not  now  be  foretold.  We  hare  declared 
(bat  Mexico  i*  independent.  Suppose  it  is  so,  and 
Spain  heraelf  ratifies  it,  and  transfers  to  Mexico 
the  rights  which  she  poswsses  by  the  treaty,  h 
that  impoasibfel  Suppcue,  on  the  other  hand, 
that,  by  an  arrangement  with  Mexico,  the  lailer 
sbooldrecMina  provinceof  Spain,  and  that  Spain 
calling  on  as  to  run  the  boundary  line,  we  should, 
not  be  ready.  Will  it  not  be  giving  Spain  an  ad-' 
vantageover  as'?  No  injury  could  possibly  result 
fram  QMkiag  this  apprMtriation,  though  it  might 
fram  wilhbolding  it.  Mr.  M.  had  no  idea  that  the 
President  would  appoint  a  commissioner,  merely 
to  go  on  the  line  ana  say,  we  are  here ;  iMit,  when 
a  disposition  shoald  be  manifested  on  the  part  of 
Spain  u>  go  on,  the  President  would  appoint  the 
comaiiKioBcr.  In  short,  lo  prevent  the  possibility 
of  the  Spanish  nation  placing  us  in  the  wran^,  Mr. 
94.  was  for  giving  this  power  to  the  ExeCDtive. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  latiS- 
caiions  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Spaio  were  excnanged  on  the  33d  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1821.     That  treaty  provides  that  within 


one  yeer  a  commissioner  and  surveyors  ^hall  be 
appointed  by  the  two  Governments  to  run  the 
boundary  line.  Congress,  in  performaDce  of  this 
treaty,  did,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  pass  a 
law,  in  which  they  granted  to  the  President  the 
power  to  appoint  a  commissioner  and  surveyors  to 
carry  into  effect  the  stipulations  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  tbe  treaty.  Congress,  therefore,  promptly, 
onats  part,  did  all  that  it  was  conpeient  to  do,  to 
enable  the  Executive  of  the  Ubited  States  to  carry 
into  effect  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  wiin 
Spain.  If  the  Spanish  Oovemmeni  bad  appoint- 
ed a  commissioner,  the  President  would  have  ex- 
ercised the  power  on  his  part.  The  fault  of  the 
treaty  not  bein^  executed  within  the  time  stipu- 
lated, was  not  in  this  countr]^,  but  in  Spain,  for 
not  having  appointed  a  comnrissioner  ana  survey- 
ors. It  would,  therefore,  be  a  sufficient  answer 
for  our  Government  to  make  lo  Spain,  should 
her  commigaioner  and  surveyorK  appear,  tlint  we 
were  ready,  at  the  proper  lime,  lo  tuive  «cecated 
the  treaty.  And,  in  the  meantime,  Mr.  T.  said, 
changes  have  taken  place.  It  might  be  contended, 
with  propriety,  indeed,  that  we  are  not  botinil,  in 
tbe  new  attitude  of  the  nation  near  us,  to  proceed 
in  the  execution  of  tbe  treaty.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  Mr.  T.  said  he  could  imaginea  case  in  which 
it  would  become  the  duly  of  the  President  to  make 
the  appointment.  If  the  Spanish  Commissioner 
should  appear,  although  Ihe  time  has  expired,  the 
subject  having  not  ^n  conctudei] — and  if  tbe 
Mexican  Government  shoold  also  call  on  us  to 
execute  the  trnity,  it  might  become  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  make  the  appointment.  It  was  qniie 
probable,  that  therunnin^ofth 
claimed  hj  Mexico  as  a  right  U 
aalheproprielorandsovereignof thatcoonlrr.  The 
conclusion,  therefore,  to  which  Mr.  T.  had  come 
was  this:  thai,  although  we  might  make  a  cap- 
tious abjection  to  appointing  a  commictioner,  &e., 
the  year  having  expired,  it  does  not  become  us 
to  interpose  sucli  an  objection.  Considering  that 
Congress  has  authorized  the  President  to  make 
tbe  appointments  and  fix  ibe  compensation  of  the 
officers  under  that  treaty,  and  that  a  state  of  things 
may  present  itnetf  maiing  it  tbe  interest  of  the 
Unil^  States  and  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
make  the  appointment ;  and,  considering  the  dis- 
position shown  b)|  the  President  to  avoid  unaecee- 
sary  expenditt»e  in  not  having  made  the  appoint- 
ment beretcrf'ore,lheHonieought  not  now  to  agree 
to  the  approprialt<Hi,  ft.c. 

Mr.  Archer  spoke  again  in  favoi  of  tbe  ameod- 
ment  of  the  Senate,  and  in  explanation  of  his  for- 
mer obwrvations.  He  iusiiSed  the  ground  which 
he  had  taken,  and  replied  to  Mr.HAnnm's  remarks, 
which  amounted  to  no  more  than  ibis — that  he 
would  give  np  the  argument  but  keep  tbe  land, 
reversing  what  bad  been  said  of  the  conduct  of 
the  House  in  regard  to  the  adjustment  of  the  Ya- 
zoo claim. 

Mr.  Allei«,  of  Massachusetts,  argued,  that, 
inasmuch  as  this  treaty  was  intended  to  vest  in 
the  Government  of  Spain  certain  territory  which 
was  heretofore  understood  lo  belong  to  the  United 
States,  the  actual  transfer  of  that  wvereignty  did 
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not  Uke  place  on  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
but  the  Inad  did  and  does  yet  remain  within  the 
jurisdiction  and  subject  to  the  United  Stales,  and 
will  so  remain  until  the  line  »hiill  have  been  run 
conformably  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  it- 
self. Nothing  had  taken  place,  he  said,  wnich 
could  have  the  least  effect  to  exonerBie  and  dis- 
charge the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  from 
its  obligalioa  by  this  treaty  to  Spain.  If  ^is 
were  a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  every  difficul- 
ty which  embarrasses  this  question  was  laid  out 
of  the  case.  The  argument  that  it  was  a  con- 
tract  in  rem  did  not  apply,  because  the  territory  is 
within  the  jurisdictipn  of  the  United  Stale*. 
Spain  has  a  right  to  the  eiecution  of  the  treaty 
in  her  favor,  because  Mexico  has  not  succeeded  to 
the  rights  of  Spain-  in  regard  to  it,  those  rights 
not  having  taken  effect  becatise  of  the  non-exe- 
cution of  that  provision  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Allen's  argument,  that  it  was  not  a  line 
that  was  to  be  fixed  hy  the  Commissiooers,  that 
bein^  done  by  the  description  of  it  in  the  treaty; 
but  It  -was  a  line  to  be  marked.  The  national 
boundaries  are  specified  in  the  treaty  ;  and  all  that 
the  Commissioners  can  have  to  do  is  to  mark  the 
line  which  is  thus  specifically  defined.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  was  perfectly  correct,  Mr. 
B.  said,  when  be  contended  that  the  Mexican 
Governmeui  would  be  bound  to  run  the  line,  as 
by  iu  succession  to  the  rights  of  Old  Spain,  it 
ud  also  succeeded  to  her  duties.  What  then 
would  be  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding?  Mr. 
B.  objected,  he  said,  to  the  appomiment  of  a  Com- 
missioner to  meet  the  Commissioner  of  Spain ; 
and  when  he  did  that,  he  was  as-  nuich  in  favor 
of  observing  the  obligations  of  the  treaty  as  any 
gentlpman.  Do  we  wish  to  violate  this  contract 
wiib  Spain  when  we  say  we  will  not, run  this 
line  in  conjunction  with  her?  No  ;  we  say,  that 
Mexico  has  succeeded  to  the  rights  of  Spain,  and 
having  done  so,  we  are  bound  to  carry  the  treaty 
iato  effect  with  the  former,  and  not  with  the  lat- 
ter. We  made  our  contract  with  Spain — how  ? 
As  the  sovereign  over  those  territories.  What 
bat  happened  since  ?  Why,  it  appears  that  the 
sceptre  has  passed  from  the  haad^  of  Spain,  and 
not  she  but  another  Power  possesses  the  sover- 
eignly. Mr.  fi.  said  he  would  just  put  one  ques- 
tion, by  way  of  iUustration.  Suppose,  after  this 
oouniry  was  declared  sovereign  and  independent 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  a  stipulaiiou  had 
been  made  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain  to 
niQ  our  boundary  line,  would  we  have  suffered 
OUT  sovereignty  to  be  violated  with  impunity? 
Or  has  any  nation  now  a  right  to  go  into  Texas 
or  Mexico  and  run  the  boundary  line?  Surely 
not.  This,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  his  view  of  the  mat- 
to-,  and  he  believed  it  to  be  correct.  He  would, 
therefore,  withhold  the  proposed  appropriation ; 
not  that  be  would  violate  our  eo^agement  with 
Spain,  but  that  he  would  perform  it  to  the  proper 
sovereign.  There  was.  so  palpable  an  inconsist- 
ency between  this  appropriation  and  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  independence  of  Mexico,  that  be 
could  not  vote  for  it. 


Mr.  EnsTiH,  of  Massschuietts,  said  ibat  tiie 
Mexican  Empire  covers  a  certain  tract  of  tern- 
torv  and  embraces  a  certain  population.  What 
is  tbat  country?  What  is  that  population  7  Th«e 
points  are  not  yet  distinctly  ascertained.  Tht 
Mexican  Government  itself  does  not  know,  and 
never  will  know  until  this  line  is  run.  It  was  not 
proposed  to  enter  the  Mexican  territory,  as  sup- 
posed by  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  ;  we  can  run  the  line  on  our  own 
land.  It  depends  on  an  eveot  yet  to  take  place, 
(the  running  of  our  line,)  how  far  the  Mexican 
Empire  extends  itself.  It  is  desirable  that  ibit 
question  should  be  settled,  and  the  sooner  it  ii 
settled  the  better.  It  would  be  found,  on  exami- 
natiun,  that  we  are  bound  in  good  faith  to  Spain 
to  run  this  line.  Could  any  member  on  this  Boor 
a-ssign  a  reason  why  Old  Spain  made  this  the 
condition  in  the  treaty  other  than  the  relinquisb- 
metit  of  Florida  1  All  the  objections  to  (he  ap- 
propriation on  the  ground  of  its  proposing  a  vio- 
lation of  the  rights  of  Mexico  he  considered  to  be 
unfounded,  there  being  do  reason  to  doubt  tbat 
the  Mexican  Government  would  be  satisfied  with 
the  line  to  be  run  between  this  country  aod  Old 
Spain.  Suppose  Mexico  should  hereafter  become 
ambitious,  and  extend  her  claims  so  as  to  cover 
ten  or  fifteen  degrees  of  our  Western  territory.  If 
00  line  had  been  run,  it  might  become  a  matter 
of  difficulty ;  at  the  present  moment  the  line 
might  be  ascertained  without  any  difficulty  at  all. 
With  regard  to  the  treaty,  Mr.  E.  said  it  ought 
undeniaUy  to  be  carried  into  effect  on  oar  part. 
If  we  are  prevented  from  carrying  it  into  effect 
by  the  Government  of  Mexico,  we  shall  at  least 
have  done  our  duty. 

Mr.  DwioBT,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  hoped 
the  House  would  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to 
the  ameadment  of  the  Senate,  by  which  iher  nov 
proposed  to  appropriate  nine  thousand  dollars  to 
carry  into  effect  a  stipulation  with  Spain,  wbkh 
Spain,  on  her  part,  had  been,  since  the  making  of 
the  treaty,  rendered  incapable  of  carrying  mm 
effect.  With  the  gentleman  from  Vi^iuia,  he 
thought  the  faiib  of  the  Government  was  the 
dearest  and  the  most  exalted  attribute  of  national 
character,  and  he  would  ask  his  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia if  he  were  not  about  to  peril  that  faith  upon 
the  measure  which  he  advocated  7  What,  sir,  has 
this  House  done,  and  what  are  the  obliguions 
which  their  act  imposes?  Sir, you  have,  will) 
but  one  disseulienl  voice,  recognised  the  freedom 
and  the  sovereignty  of  the  late  provinces  of  Spain 
in  America-  You  have  appropriated  $100,000  to 
carry  that  recognition  into  effect.  The  faith  and 
the  nonor  of  this  Hou^e  is  pledged  to  do  no  act 
inconsistent  with  the  recognition  of  these  sover- 
eignties, and  yet  what  does  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  call  upon  you  to  do?  Why_,  sir,  to  appro* 
priate  $15,000  to  nin  a  line,  in  coojuactioa  with 
Old  Spain,  thiough  a  territory  which,  ten  days 
since,  you  most  solemnly  declared  was  under  Ine 
sovereignty  of  the  people  of  Mexico.  In  other 
words,  sir,  you  are  now  recognising  the  sover- 
eignty of  Spain  to  a  territory  ov»  which,  but 
yesterday,  you  said,  the  people  of  Mexico  were 
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Mrereian.  Sir,  ii  is  not  with  natiooa  u  wiih  ia- 
dividaatK.  The  tuoDing  ofa  line  of  this  sc^t  ioi-'' 
plies  k  teeogaiaed  soveieigDiy  in  eaah  oatioD  »o 
ruDDiog  it,  lA  (he  teniiory  on  ooe  ude  of  [he  line 
10  be  lun.  It  U,  then,  inoooai stent  with  youi  for- 
mer act  to  make  this  approptutioD.  What,  sir, 
will  be  the  effect  of  the  measuie?  The  oeir  Re- 
publics of  Spanish  Amenta  have  hailed,  or  will 
soon  hail  with  enthusium  and  gmtiiude,  the 
noble  act  by  which,  as  it  regards  us,  we  gave 
them  aa  existence  in  the  list  of  nationt,  and  will 

Eu  so  soon  blight  that  feeling  and  that  exiaceaoe 
the  measure  now  prapoted  to  be  adopted? 
r,  said  he,  let  us  bring  this  quesiion  home  to  the 
feelings  oif  this  nation.  Suppose  France,  imme- 
diately after  her  generous  recognition  of  out  inde- 
Sadenoe,  had  run  a  line  with  fiugland,  by  whidi 
ajrgia  bad  beoi  determined  to  belong  to  her 
province  of  Louisiana,  instead  of  bein^,  as  France 
herself  h&d  said,  a  Territory  and  independent 
State — would  not  the  act  have  been  void  f  Yes, 
six,  worse  than  void,  it  would  have  been  faiihlen. 

Mr.  TccKBR,  of  Virginia,  said,  that  he  trusted 
there  was  no  member  of  the  House  who  was  less 
dispo«ed  than  himself  to  do  any  thin^  that  should 
con&ici  with  our  tecogaition  of  the  indepeBdenee 
of  Mexico.  He  was  in  favor  of  that  measure 
when  there  was  more  merit  in  it  than  at  present, 
because  there  was  more  danger — and  those  who 
were  members  of  the  last  Congress  knew  that  he 
had,  last  year,  not  only  voted,  but  had  raised  his 
humble  voice  in  favor  of  it.  He  said  he  should 
also  be  very  unwilling  to  take  any  step  which 
shoold  be  construed  into  disrespect  to  the  new 
Mexican  Qoverntnent,  and  yet  he  was  in  favor  of 
making  the  appropriation.  He  said  that  Mexico 
was  bound  by  the  treaty  we  liad  made  with  Spain, 
aiid  was  entitled  to  all  the  benefit  of  that  treaty. 
if  the  Mexican  Government  should  call  upon  us 
to  carry  this  article  of  the  treaty  into  execution, 
be  ^visbed  to  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  da  BO.  He  could  state  on  the  authotlty  of 
the  j^tleman  who  had  l>een  appointed  Consul  to 
Mexico,  and  whose  communications  reapeciin^ 
that  eoonlrv  had  been  recuiUy  laid  before  this 
House  by  the  Executive,  that  the  Mexican  Min- 
ister, who  bad  been  Lately  appointed  to  the  United 
States,  was  to  have  left  Mexico  the  20th  of  last 
month,  and  consequently -might  be  expected  here 
iit  a  few  weeks.  Shoold  be,  on  bis  arrival,  call 
upun  the  United  Slates  to  run  this  boundary  line, 
it  -would  be  placing  this  country  in  an  awkward 
situatioD  for  the  Execative  to  be  obliged  to  say, 
it  was  ready  on  its  part  to  execute  the  treaty,  but 
that  Congress  had  refused  to  furnish  the  means. 
He  admitted  that  the  Executive  ought  not  to  run 
this  line  without  the  sanction  of  the  Mexican 
GoTemmenl.  But  the  execution  of  this  article 
of  the  treaty  was  a  mere  Executive  measure,  aad 
that  branch  of  the  Qovemmeot  might  be  safely 
left,  oD  its  own  responsibility,  to  execnte  it  with 
the  projier  parties.  He  was  therefore,  clearly  in 
favor  of  cmcuriing  with  the  amendroeot  from  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  TeigKssee,  said,  that  that  portion 
of  the  empire  with  whom  remained  the  toritory 
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was  always  bound  to  perform  the  stipnlsliotu  of 
a  treaty  of  boundaries.  Pid  genll^nen  inteitd, 
he  aded,  to  commence  a  new  negotiatiou  with 
Mexico  on  this  subject  7  Was  not  the  faith  of 
this  natioa  already  pledged  for  designating  a  line? 
If  (hat  pledge  was  not  redeemed,  the  people  oS 
Mexico  might  cocae  and  claim  the  Floridas  from 
us.  He  was  astonished,  he  said,  at  some  of  the 
ohcervations  which  had  been  made  on  this  anU- 
ject;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
antendmentoftheSeDate.  Did  gentlemen  want  to 
throw  every  thing  in  the  wind  again  1  Did  tliey 
wish  to  give  up  tne  country  which  bounds  on  the 
Pacific  i  Let  the  treaty,  he  oaid,  be  carried  into 
efiect  entirely,  unleas  it  was  meant  to  nuke  it  ea- 
tirdy  void. 

Mr.  Rd«glsb,  of  New  York,  said,  he  understoad 
the  object  of  the  appropriation  to  be,  to  provide 
for  a  Commissioner  under  the  4tli  artick  of  the 
Treaty  with  Spain,  for  the  purpose  of  rnnoing  the 
boundary  line  between  the  United  Siatesand  tha 
country  which  lately  consliluted  the  Vieeroyal^ 
of  Mexico.  To  him  the  measure  spneated  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  recent  acknowledgment  of 
Mexican  independence.  The  province  of  Texas 
andthewboleof  the  coun try  through  wbicb  the  line 
was  to  pass,  constituted,  at  thf  time  of  makii^ 
the  treaty,  a  part  of  the  Viceroyalty  of  New  Bpain, 
The  Government  of  the  Vicerojralty  utcndoA 
over  and  included  the  whole  territory  Jinlil  it  met 
that  of  (he  United  States.  But  the  sovereignty 
of  Spain  over  that  country  has  now  ceased.  Mex- 
ico has  taken  bet  rauk  among  the  nations  of  tha 
earth,  and  her  iadependeoce  has  been  formally 
acknowledged  by  this  Goverttmeot.  From  the 
Message  of  the  Executive  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  on  that  subject. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  authority  of  the  MexiMa 
Govecno^t  is  eo-exteiuive  with  that  of  the  far- 
mer Viceroyalty. 

It  makes  no  diflerence  whether  Mejdco  has 
achieved  her  indefKBdeitce  by  the  powei  of  her 
urns,  or  obtained  it  by  cesaioa  fiom  the  iwrent 
country.  When  once  estabUsbed  iit  her  rattk  aak 
nation,  and  in  the  exercise  of  aneoattoUed  soaet- 
eignty,  though  she  may  have  obtained  it  and  raajr 
slHlkoldit  by  the  sword,  berrigbtaare  the  Htntew 
if  that  sovereignty  had  been  granted  by  the  ooBMBt 
of  Spain.  Mexico  becomes,  therefore,  entitled  to 
the  beoeGi,  and  is  boood  t^  the  obUnuoo*  of  Ihe 
treaty,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  settlemeDt  of  her 
linu'ts  or  a&cis  her  national  domain.  The  dutica 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  owes 
to  Mexico  do  not  arise  from  our  act  of  aaknowMg- 
ment.  They  are  consequent  upon  the  actual  ex- 
istence of  her  independence  and  sovereignty.  Btit 
our  recognition  has  placed  us  in  a  siiuwon  in 
which  we  cannot  deny  the  obligaiiona  which  ariaa 
from  her  having  dissolved  the  connexion  between 
herself  and  her  parent  country. 

It  is  said  that  the  treaty  contains  a  stipulation 
by  which  the  United  States  are  bound  lo  appoint 
a  Commissioner  to  act  with  a  similar  officer  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Government  of  Spain,  and  that 
in  good  faitn  we  are  obliged  to  do  so.  Doubtleas, 
if  the  sovereignly  of  Spain  over  the  Viaaojiilf 
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bad  coDtiaued,  >  Kfuial  to  appoini  a  Commis- 
siouer  would  have  beea  a  violation  of  the  faith  of 
the  treaty.  But  the  Ooveronieiit  of  Spain  has 
lost  its  power  to  give  efiect  to  its  own  stipulations 
in  regard  to  the  boundary  in  question.  In  conie- 
quence  of  the  loss  of  her  authority  over  her  pro- 
viuees,  Spain  has  become  incompetent  to  perform 
on  her  part.  The  acts  of  a  Spanish  CommiKaionei 
would  be  as  inoperative  upon  the  rights  of  Mexico 
aa  upon  the  rights  of  any  other  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent State.  Spain,  therefore,  is  the  failing 
party  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  Irea^^  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  ahsohed,  by  thai  failure,  from  the 
obliKatioos  which  arose  out  of  that  instrument 
in  this  respect.  This  Qovernment  is  now  com- 
pelled to  look  to  Mexico  at  the  only  Power  who 
can  peaceably  and  permanently  settle  the  question 
of  territorial  limits. 

But  it  is  said  that  Mexico  will  consent  to  the 
••ulemeDt  of  the  line  by  a  commissioner  holding 
his  authority  from  the  King  of  Spain.  The  ne- 
cessity of  such  consent  is  of  itself  conclusive  to 
show  that  Spain  is  incompetent  to  fulfil  the  treaty. 
But  the  expectation  that  Mexico  wilt  consent  to 
the  settlement  of  her  boundary  by  the  interference 
of  a  Spanish  agent,  is  tnost  extraordinary.  The 
power  to  fix  and  ^tablish  her  luritorjal  limits  is 

Ert  of  the  sovereiKniy  and  independence  which 
exieo  has  but  just  declared  and  acquired.  She  ut- 
terly disclaims  the  control  and  authority  of  Spain, 
and,  jealous  as  she  must  be  of  her  mother  country, 
the  expectation  that  she  will  consent  to  a  measure 
which  admits  the  authority  of  Spain  over  her  I 
tory,  and  is  absolutely  incompatible  with  her  sover- 
eignty, is  surely  without  any  foundation  in  proba- 
bility. If  this  appropriation  were  to  be  made  in  gen- 
eral terms,  no  as  to  authorize  the  Executive  to  fix 
and  asceriAJn  the  boundary  by  concurrence  with 
such  Power  as  may  from  subsequent  events  appear 
to  have  the  authority,  it  might  not  be  objectionable. 
Bui  as  the  object  of  the  appropriation  was  to  set- 
tle the  line  in  concurreoce  with  Spain,  whose 
authority  over  the  territory  in  question  has  ceased, 
Ur.  R.  said,  he  felt  himself  bound  to  vote  against 
it  on  the  ground  that  it  was  useless  and  inopera~ 
tive  in  itself,  a  violation  of  the  soreieigoty  of 
Mexico,  and  incompatible  with  the  solemn  ac- 
knowledgmrot  of  the  independence  of  that  coun- 
try lately  made  in  this  House. 

Mr.  Rbid,  of  Georgia,  said  he  hoped  the  House 
wcutd  not  make  provision  for  the  pay  and  support 
of  a  commissioner  to  run  the  line  between  this 
coDQtry  and  Mexico,  conjointly  with  a  Spanish 
officer,  and  under  the  treaty  latdy  nivotiated  with 
Spain.  He  hoped  so  because  be  dionot  perceiv 
that  the  treaty  itf«lf,  if  properly  construed,  in 
posed  the  obtigatioo  of  which  ^nilemen  spot 
If  it  be  true  that  good  faith  reqnires  as  to  perfort 
that  part  of  the  Spanish  treaty  which  relates 
to  boundary,  he  was  sure  that  no  member  would 
be  opposed  to  any  measure  whose  object  was  to 
carry  the  stipulation  into  effect.  But  really,  said 
Mr.  R.j  I  cannot  look  upon  the  matter  in  so  seri- 
ous a  point  of  view.  By  ibe  treaty  with  Spain, 
there  is  an  agreement  to  mark  out  a  certain  boun- 
djiry — and  yrbyt    Because  the  territories  of  the 


Vcame  proper,  as  well  as  convenient  to  the  panin, 
to  estaUish  the  limits  of  both.  But,  suppose  die 
treaty  with  Spain  about  to  be  concluded  at  this 
moment,  and  that  the  United  Slates  were  a»ked 
to  accept  an  article  by  the  terms  of  which  the  two 
nations  would  be  bound,  within  a  certain  time,  io 
establish  and  run  out  Ine  boundary  betweeti  iht 
United  States  and  Mexico,  would  not  such  a 
proposition  be  immediately  rejected  as  nnresson- 
ablel  Would  it  not  be  insisted,  upon  our  psrl, 
that  we  had  recognised  the  independence  of  the 
Spanish  American  Provinces;  that  Spain,  ifaer«- 
fore,  possessed  no  lands  on  our  borders;  that,  ifit 
were  proper  to  negotiate  unon  the  subject  of  boui- 
dary,  the  n^otiauon  should  be  with  Mexico  onlrt 
it  appears  to  me  that  such  objections  would  V 
conclasive,  and  that  they  should  be  no  less  valid 
to  prevent  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  oF 
the  treaty  already  ratified,  so  far  as  these  have  re- 
lation to  the  boundaries  of  the  United  Slates  ind 
of  the  late  Spanish  Vicerovaliy  of  Mexico.  Tk 
truth  is,  that  ibe  facts  ana  reasons  which  seried 
as  the  basis  of  the  stipulation  for  the  settleraeni  of 
limits,  have  ceased  to  exist.  When  the  trestj 
was  framed,  Spain  possessed  Mexico,  and  Mexico 
was  bounded  by  the  territories  of  the  United  Stales- 
It  became  a  matter  of  importance,  then,  to  boih 
QovemmentSj  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  their  fer- 
eral  jurisdictions.  Time,  however,  has  wroaghl 
serious  changes.  Mexico  is  no  longer  a  proripce 
of  Spain ;  she  is  an  independent  nation.  Spain 
has,  consequently,  no  portion  of  her  empire  in  oar 
neighborhood,  and  it  follows  that  there  can  be  no 
necessity  for  the  establishment  of  land-marks  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  United  States.  It  is  a  good 
rule  that,  the  reason  of  the  law  ceasing,  the  lav 
also  ceases.  It  is  a  rule  as  well  apfdicable  to 
treaties  as  to  municipal  law,  because  it  is  deeply 
founded  in  propriety. 

I  have  beard  it  said,  indeed,  that  we  cannoi 
treat  with  Mexico  upon  this  subject,  because  htt 
dominion  does  not  extend  to  the  line  designited 
by  the  treaty.  This  is  an  opinion  which,  so  ftt 
aa  I  kuow,  has  been  expressed  only  in  this  Home. 
It  is  generally  understood  that  the  confines  of  the 
late  Spanbh  province  of  Mexico  or  New  Spain 
press  upon  the  territories  of  the  United  States  to 
the  north  and  northeast ;  and  we  have  not  learned 
that  the  new  Government  has  relinquished  it> 
ancient  limits.  Taking  it  for  granted,  then,  that 
if  you  run  any  line  in  that  direction,  it  most  be 
the  line  between  you  and  Mexico,  in  what  lao- 
euage  will  this  newly-born  empire  speak  to  the 
Commissioners  engaged  in  Ibe  performanceof  this 
duty  1  Will  she  not  say  to  them  that  they  are 
trespassers,  and  that  the  United  States  ore  at- 
lemptiog  lo  do  that,  in  connexion  with  Spain, 
which  can  only  be  done  by  obtaining  the  consent 
and  co-operation  of  Mexico  7  If  it  be  ni^ed  that 
Mexico  is  bound  by  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty, 
because  she  was  not,  at  the  lime  of  its  execution, 
independent  of  Spam,  will  she  nol  reply,  tfaat  it 
it  be  true  that  there  is  an  obligation  resiiog  upon 
her,  she  wilt  of  herself,  now  that  she  i^  tudepen- 
dent,  perform  the  dutte«  imposed  by  the  treaty. 
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«nd  tkst  ihe  will  not  trust  them  to  other  hands, 
espeeially  to  the  tgent  of  a  QoTeromeDt  whose 
intereats  are  at  Tarianee  with  her  own?  It  Kenu 
to  roe  perfectly  eTideat  that  Bpain  La*  notbing  to 
do  with  the  establishment  of  this  boaodary:  and 
she  might  with  equal  propiiety  ioterfere  in  the 
seillemenl  of  limits  between  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

We  are  told,  however,  tbai  it  is  incambent  upon 
BS  to  perforni  evet^  jot  and  little  of  the  treaty, 
lest  we  offend  Spam.  We  may  be  perfectly  easy 
on  this  heed ;  for,  if  Spain  be  not  already  ofiend- 
ed  by  yoar  rec^ottion  of  Spanish  American 
independence,  it  is  not  )a^bab)e  ahe  will  be  made 
angry  by  your  refusal  to  make  this  appropriation ; 
Ihe  more  especially  as  tbe  last  a  hut  the  conse- 
qaence  of  the  first. 

1  regret  to  hear  it  sTerred  that  we  hare  taken 
advantage  of  the  weaknen  of  Spain  to  offer  her 
insult  and  injniy.  The  allusion  cannot  be  to  ihe 
atiitnde  we  hare  assumed  in  relation  to  the  Span- 
ish colonies;  for  the  measure  lecentiy  adopted  by 
this  Houeehas  grown  out  of  public  opinion  and 
the  recommendation  of  tbe  ExecDlife,  and  is 
alike  doe  to  justice  and  to  liberality.  If.  however, 
the  remafk  be  intended  to  apply  to  the  diplomatic 


at  Madrid  be  impartially  examined,  it  will  be 
foond  that  we  were  not  the  offending  party ;  thai 
instead  of  offering  we  only  repelled  an  indignity — 
an  indignity  which,  by  a  large  portion  of  our 
peo]de,  was  Iboucht  to  be  a  just  cause  for  war. 
Sir,  Spain  is  at  this  moment  possessed  of  tbe  es- 
teem of  Ibis  natinn,  in  a  larger  degree  than  any 
other  transatlantic  Powef ;  and  lon^  may  she  eon- 
tintie,  by  Ihe  cultivation  of  free  institutions,  to 
merit  our  good  wishes. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  it  seemed  to  him 
gentlemen  were  begging  the  question.  What  right 
had  Mexico  to  Texas  at  all?  The  righuof  Mex- 
ico extend  to  no  part  of  our  territory.  The  lines 
of  Mexico  are  well  d^ned.  The  tine  of  Texas 
is  totally  different  from  the  boundary  of  Miexico. 
Id  no  one  part  of  tbe  line  between  us  and  the 
province  of  Texas,  as  established  by  the  treaty, 
does  it  tonch  the  Kingdom  of  Mexico.    He  asked 

fmtlemen,  for  a  moment,  anppose  the  King  of 
pain  o&ra  to  sell  Texas,  and  we  were  to  boy  it ; 
■amoae  we  were  to  accept  it  as  a  gif^ — would 
1  Ooven  -  "  . 


the  Uovemmeni  of  Mexico  have  any  right  to 
com^ain  1  We  are  aiding  a  matter  as  a&cting 
Mexico,  said  Mr.  8.,  m  wliich  Mexico  has  no 
intereai  at  ^1. 

Mr.  Cocke  said,  in  reply  to  this  last  argument 
of  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  Goverament  of  Mexico 
bad  in  fact  been  extended  to  Texas,  and  d«nties 
had  been  elected  from  that  province  to  tbe  Uortes 
abont  to  sit  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  W*LWOBTH,  of  New  York,  inquired  if 
there  was  any  evidence  furnished  by  the  Senate, 
to  show  that  Mexico  has  asked  for  the  execution 
of  Ihe  treaty?  He  had  opposed  Ibis  appropriation, 
he  said,  not  so  much  on  account  of  tbe  unnecessary 
expenditure  of  the  sum  of  $15,000,  as  from  the 
impcNTttDt  pcineiide  which  it  involved.    He  asked. 


if  it  was  not  perfectly  apparent  that  this  sum  was 
asked  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  line  with  a 
Spanish  Qommissioner,  and  not  with  the  actual 
sovereigns  of  the  country  which  joined  us  on  the 
South,  whose  independence  we  had  but  a  few 
days  since  acknowledged  1  He  was  not  for  doing 
things  fay  the  halves.  If  Mexico  was  really  a  free 
and  independent  Government,  as  tbe  Executive 
and  this  House  had  solemnly  declared,  what  riglit, 
he  asked,  had  we  to  mn  this  boundary  with  the 
King  of  Spain  T  It  had  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ahcbbr)  that  we  wen 


own  act,  annul  that  obligation.  Bui,  said  Blr. 
W.,  what  made  Mexico  independent  T  Was  it 
our  recognition,  or  was  it  the  Delect  or  luability 
of  the  Spanish  QoTemment  to  pres^ve  her  sov- 
ereignty over  that  province,  which  made  our 
Southern  neighbors  a  free  people,  and  prevented 
theexecutionof  that  part  of  the  treaty  with  Spain? 
We  had  done  every  thiugwhich  could  be  done  on 
our  parL  Tbe  appointment  of  a  Commissioner 
had  been  provided  for  a  few  days  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty,  and  it  was  now  said  the  ap- 
pointment had  been  actually  made.  Oar  recog- 
nition was  nothing  more  ihan  the  official  decu- 
ration  of  a  fact,  which  ftct,  and  not  our  annunci- 
ation of  it,  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  run  the 
boundary  with  the  Spanish  Government.  It  was, 
therefore,  the  inability  of  Spain  to  execute  the 
treaty  with  us,  according  to  its  spirit  and  intent, 
and  not  the  fault  of  our  OoTemmeut,  which  bad 
prevented  iis  being  canted  into  effect.  It  was  said 
that  a  Spanish  Commissioner  had  been  appointed, 
and  was  now  in  this  city,  and  therefore  we  mast 
make  this  aprHttiviaiioii,  or  Spain  would  be  dis- 
satisfied. Mr.  W.  said  he  had  understood  that 
such  n  Commissioner  had  arrived,  but  he  had  also 
heard  that  the  Spanish  Commissioner  declined 
going  on  to  run  the  line,  unless  a  sufficient  military 
force  was  sent  to  jwotect  them  while  running  it. 
Id  this  Mr.  W.  thought  he  had  acted  wisely,  as  it 
was  not  to  befvesumed  Mexico  would  look  peace- 
ably on,  and  permit  him  to  run  the  line  with  onr 
Government ;  neitb^  would  she  consider  such  a 
violation  of  her  independeace  and  sovereignly  by 
us  as  a  very  friendly  act  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  She  did  not  deserve  to  be  independent  if 
she  would  submit  to  such  an  aggression.  Bat, 
said  Mr.  W-,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  over 
tbe  way,  (Mr.  Tdckeb,)  has  said  it  was  for  the 
Executive,  and  not  for  thb  House^  to  decide  with 
whom  the  li^e  was  to  be  run.  If,  said  Mr.  W., 
the  Executive  had  not  asked  this  House  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  the  late  Spanish 
provinces,  1  would  have  been  satisfied  to  leave  the 
subject  to  that  branch  of  the  Government,  and 
contented  myself  with  a  bare  expression  of  opinion. 
But  the  House,  as  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  Stales,  had  beeu  called  upon  to 
therecogniiionof  their  independence,  and 


ment  had  done  so  with  an  unanimity  which  was 
unexampled  in  this  country,  and  it  wu  now  too 
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late  to  ask  this  House  to  vote  for  bq  appropriitioD 
Trbolly  incovsistetit  with  that  act  Mr.  W.  said, 
if  an?  of  those  who  wish  for  this  appropriation 
woDld  o%r  an  ameDdmEnt  so  as  lo  limit  it  to  mn- 
ning  the  line  vith  the  Mexican  GtoTerniDfot,  he 
would  vote  for  it,  although  he  thoaght  it  would  be 
the  meuts  of  giviug  a  salary  to  a  Comroissiontr 
and  SurveyOT,  and  creating  o  utelm  expenditure, 
wbea  nothing  conld  be  done  this  year.  He  lutd 
no  objection  that  the  Power  with  which  alone  we 
had  now  the  right  to  act,  in  relation  to  (his  bust' 
nets,  should  distinctljr  understand  that  we  were 
icadf  to  execute  the  treaty  in  its  frilest  extent. 
He  ihererore  hoped  the  House  wotild  not  coawnl 
to  the  aowndnient  in  ita  present  shape,  bnt  would 
inaiat  on  their  disagreement. 

Mr.  Woodson  made  a  few  foriber  remarks  in 
sDpport  of  the  position  which  he  had  before  taken. 

Mr.  BALDwm,  of  Penn«l7aaia,  did  ooi  think 
that  the  sita&tion  of  the  Ptovince  of  Texas  had 
any  thing  to  do  with  this  queaiion.  The  simple 
queation  was,  whether  the  Honse  would  do  an  act 
which  it  was  in  its  power  to  do — that  is,  whether 
it  will  provide  to  pay  the  officers  whom  we  are 
bonnd  K>  appoint.  Whether  those  officers,  when 
appointed,  can  mark  the  line,  has  nothing  to  do 
with  this  qaetfion.  It  is  not  a  question  now, 
whether  Mexico  will  agree  to  the  tr«aty,  but  whe- 
ther we  will  agree  to  it  ourselves.  To  make  this 
appropriation  does  sot  jdedge  tis  to  force  the  mn- 
ning  of  the  line  against  the  consent  of  Mexico. 
By  doing  it  we  violste  no  engagement,  neither  do 
we  inJDr«  any  Mie.  We  are  called  upon  to  do  a 
thing  which  we  can  do,  and  which,  it  we  do  not 
dn,  we  violate  the  treaty.  If  we  do  not  this  thing, 
we  undertake  to  say  the  treatv  is  not  binding  on 
Mexico,  and  therefore  we  will  not  carry  it  into 
cftet  with  Spain.  It  wis  no  reason  for  refusine 
to  do  an  act  which  we  are  bonnd  to  do — which 
we  have  promiisd  to  do,  that  ulterior  meaEores 
may  be  neoenary  satifTactorily  to  coiaplete  the 
running  of  the  line  which  the  trea^  provides  for. 

Mr.  FLoro,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  believed  it  was 
not  only  compeient  to  this  House  to  inqaire  wfae- 
Iber  or  not  they  would  make  the  pronosed  appro- 
priation,  bat  that  it  was  their  duty.  Bat  he  would 
not  BOW  debate  that  qoeitioa.  He  rose  to  say  that 
it  was  not  indeed  beting  the  question,  to  tn  that 
Mexieo  bad  Docontrolover  tbeprovince  of  Texas, 
or  that  its  boondiu^  is  well  understood  and  well 
defined.  He  had  believed  that  New  Spain,  Qoan- 
ate,  and  all  the  provinces  subjected  to  the  Vice- 
royaltv  of  Spain,  formed  a  part  of  Mexico;  and 
he  had  it  from  good  authority,  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  had  actually  ceded  land  in  the 
very  province  of  Texas.  Would  that  QovernneDt 
bare  ceded  lands  io  a  province  to  which  it  claim- 
ed no  title  1  A  gentleman  over  the  way  asks  by 
what  unheard  m  raoniliiy  we  could  refnse  this 
apjnvpriaiion,  and  says,  Spain  would  bare  a  right 
to  lake  Florida  from  us  by  arms  were  we  to  reluse 
it.  Hare  we  not,  said  Mr.  F.,  given  to  Spai 
more  than  adequate  compensation  for  Florida? 
Was  not  Spain  put  into  the  enjoyment  of  Texas, 
(tad  did  ehe  not  subsequently  lose  it  by  the  revolu- 
tion in  Mexico?    Wonld  the  United  Sutes,  after 


the  Revolution,  have  permitted  Oreat  Britab  to 
(mdertake  to  cnaage  (heir  boondarles  to  the  Weft, 
Bs  established  bythe  treaties  between  Great  Btittia, 
and  France,  and  Spain?  The  authoritr  of  the 
Viceroys,  Mr.  F,  said,  had  always  exten«ed  over 
the  province  of  Texas.  Santa  Fe  and  Rio  dtl 
Norte  were  in  the  province  of  Mexieo,  and  that 
ily  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  from  out 
territory  of  Arkansas.  Was  it  not  there  that  Gen- 
eral Pike  got  intoihe  Spanish  territory?  and  with-  I 
in  a  very  few  years  past  citizens  of  the  Uaittd 
States  have  been  brought  from  Mexico,  where 
they  had  been  prisoners  for  twenty  years,  for  hav- 
ing been  founa  trading  on  (bat  very  territory.  If 
Spain  were  still  in  possession  of  that  country,  Mr. 
F.  Mid,  be  should  be  for  this  appropriation;  and 
if  those  who  now  hold  the  sovereignty  should  wish 
the  line  to  be  run,  he  should  be  in  favor  of  appro- 
priating money  for  the  purpoae. 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  he  shoold 
vote  for  the  treaty,  for  a  reason  somewhat  different 
fVom  the  reasons  assigned  by  any  other  gentlemin.  I 
The  treaty  being  made,  we  are  bound  to  carry  ii 
into  effect.  But  there  is  nothing  in  the  Mil  which 
requires  die  President  to  carry  it  into  ^fect  imme- 
diatriy.  It  seemed  to  be  admitted  that  it  was  not 
likely  to  be  carried  into  efiect  during  the  existence 
of  hostilities  between  Mexico  and  Old  Bpaia.  It 
lid  not  be  carried  into  vBecx  probably  unti] 
,  X  was  restored,  and  the  right  or  Old  Spain  re- 
established, or  the  independence  of  Mexico  rect^- 
nised  by  her.  The  Executive,  then,  having  a  dis- 
cretion allowed  to  bim,  will  ao  what  circumstan- 
ces require,  eiiber  with  the  Government  of  Spain 
or  that  of  Mexico.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  for 
Ibis  appropriation,  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  (he 
Executive  to  run  the  line,  either  with  ose  vt  the 
other  Power. 

Mr.  Nblbon,  of  Maryland,  remarked,  that  pre- 
vious to  the  treaty  with  Spam,  the  United  States 
had  always  laid  claim  to  the  tertitoiy  of  Texas 
as  belonging  to  the  United  States.  Upon  wbat 
gronnd?  On  the  ground  that  it  was  a  part  of 
the  province  of  Mexico?  Noj  but  that  it  was 
a  part  of  the  province  of  Loaisiana.  If  we  now 
take  the  ground  that  Texas  was  a  part  of  Mexico, 
then  we  never  bad  a  rigfat  to  any  mrt  of  Texas.  1 
pot  to  the  members  of  &e  Honse  this  one  qaestioii, 
said  Mr.  N.,  which  I  ask  tbem  to  aavwer:  S^ 
pose  this  treaty  with  Spain  had  never  been  made, 
and  Mexieo  nad  declared  hermlf  irtdapendeni, 
would  we  have  consented  that  she  sboold  have 
extended  her  authority  and  sovereignty  over  Tex- 
as? If  not,  can  Mexico  rightfully  £)  itaow?  On 
what  principle  can  it  be  said  that  it  is  iacoosistent 
to  carry  the  treaty  oi  boandary  into  efeci  now,  be- 
cause we  have  recognised  the  iodependence  of 
Mexico?  Texas  is  not,  and  never  was  a  province 
of  Mexico,  and  that  ground  has  always  been  taken 
by  the  United  States.  Unless  the  Hoose  is  pre- 
pared to  say,  that  the  independence  of  Mexico 
would  have  extended  itself  to  Texas  before  our 
treaty  with  Spain,  it  cannot  now  refine  the  a|>- 
propriaiion  which  is  neoessary  to  carry  thai  treaty 
into  effect. 

Mr.  Flotb,  of  Virginia,  said,  with  the  gentle- 
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mu  from  Maryland,  tb*t  Texas  awa  wa«  a  part 
of  Ut^co ;  ar^  for  that  reason  be  now  oppcwed  , 
th«  appropiiatiou.  The  Govenuneint  of  the  United 
StaUs  bad  a  clear  title  to  Texas,  but  it  had  not  to 
East  Florida,  and  gave  to  the  King  of  Spain  ibat 
very  province  for  Florida.  The  sovereignty  o»« 
Texas  had  been  in  the  hande  of  Spain,  who  laid 
claim  to  ii,  and  ihis  treaty  finallv  s«llled  it  there. 
Bnt  during  the  time  of  Spain  claiuing  ibis  ter- 
ritory, and  since  it  was  ceded  to  h^,  too,  she  had 
a  Groiernor  in  Texas,  whose  functions  were  put 
an  Old  to  by  the  revolution  there,  and  that  Got- 
ernoi  was  amenahle  lo  the  Viceroyalty  of  Mexico. 
Such  was  the  condition  of  Texas  when  the  treaty 
was  made.  Making  the  tceaiy,  we  yielded  up  all 
the  claim  we  had.  Texas  was  a  province,  subject 
to  the  Government  of  Mexion,  and  nwt  gg  with 
it  and  share  its  destiny. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  insisting  on 
the  disaereement  to  the  aj:firo]wiaUon  |»oposed  by 
the  Senate,  and  decided  in  the  negative;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Abcbbh,  the  Uoiiae  agreed  to  die 
said  appropriation. 

The  remaining  amendment,  on  which  the  S«n- 
aM  had  insisted,  was  that  which  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate S9,000  for  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberland 


propria 

Mr.  AacBBB  moved  thai  this  House  insist  on 
its  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment,  and  ask 
a  coaferew:e  with  the  Senate  on  tbe  subject. 

Mr.  MaicLaey  opposed  the  molioa.  He  hepad 
the  amandmeat  of  tbe  Senate  would  be  agreed  to. 
Some  gentlemen,  he  nndersiood,  when  this  quee- 
ttoD  vrai  on  a  former  ocoasioQ  before  the  HoiMe, 
voted  aminat  it  on  Constitutional  grounds,  but  he 
believed  a  large  majoiitv  of  the  House  entertained 
a  diSeteat  opinioa.  The  great  objection,  bow- 
ever,  was,  that  ibis  provision  was  contained  in  an 
appropriation  bill,  when  it  ought  to  be  done  by  a 
special  act.  It  was  then  known  that  a  bill  waa  in 
progress  to  erect  toll  ga 
would  submit  to  the  House  whether  it  could  be 
expected,  cr  be  might  E«y  possiUe,  judgmg  from 
the  couree  of  businees  for  some  days  past,  that  any 
bill  for  tbe  erection  of  toll  gates  t^ion  it  can  pats 
Uie  House  at  (he  present  session.  It  must  iuevi' 
tahly  be  laid  over  to  the  next,  and  in  tbe  mean- 
time  the  road  is  goiag  fast  to  ruin  and  decay.  If, 
indeed,  it  is  the  intention  of  Congress  to  abandon 
tlte  road,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  refuse  a  co(i< 
correnoe.  Bat,  if  such  was  not  their  intention,  it 
w«s  very  amiareat  that  something  mpst  be  done, 
either  by  passing  the  law  alluded  to,  or  by  making 
tbia  af^opriation,  and  as  the  former  could  not 
be  dooe,  he  hoped  the  latter  would  not  be 
fused. 

Mr.  Wood  mnarked,  that  yesM^Uy  economy 
seemed  to  be  iheorder  of  the  day,  and  he  wasnow 
surprised  to  see  gentlemen  advocating  an  appro- 
priation for  an  object  wbicb,  in  his  opinion,  was 
clearly  unconsiitutiooal.  If,  when  the  frameis  of 
tfae  ConstilntioD  of  the  United  States  bad  adjourn- 
ed|  thequestionhad  been  asked  them  whether  they 
had  made  provision  for  making,  repairing,  and 
overseeing  roads,  what  must  have  bmn  their  an- 
swer 1    Csrk  any  man  doubt  that  they  would  have 


leplied  in  the  negative  1  Mr.  W.  had  expressed 
his  sentimeats  upon  this  subject  on  a  former  iby, 
and  he  would  not  renew  the  discussion  of  the 
Constitutional  question  now.  But  he  did  object 
to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  brought  forward, 
I  as  appropriation  bill.    Snch  bills  were  only  to 

?Dride  for  carrying  into  effect  ousting  laws, 
hey  combine  so  many  interests  as  always  to  in- 

ue  their  passage,  and  it  was  therefore  wholly 
wrong  to  permit  any  clause  of  an  original  cbarae- 
tN  to  be  Bttaahed  to  them.  Mr.  W.  would  rather 
see  this  appro[Kiation  bill  sink,  than  to  have  such 
a  principle  established.  He  thought  tbe  Hotiae 
ought  to  make  a  stand  against  it.  And  why,  he 
asked,  had  not  gentlemen  brought  forward  before 
this,  tbe  law  for  the  erection  of  toll  gates?  It  bad 
been  suSared  to  lie  dormant,  and  ought  not  new 
m  be  bronghl  forward  as  an  arcument  to  press  (Ht 
this  appnqiciation.  Beside^  this,  he  contended, 
was  a  new. principle.  He  had  examined  the  al- 
leged contract  with  the  States  bevond  tbe  Ohio, 
and  was  fully  satisfied  (hat  it  dia  nol  extend  to 
such  an  appropriation  as  this.  That  was  a  con- 
tmat  only  to  makt.  not  to '  repair  the  road.  The 
contract  was  fulfilled.  It  was  done — and  we  are 
now  called  upon  to  begin  a  new  oourse — a  coune 
of  repairs,  and  the  next  session  we  shall  bear  of 
anotha  mountain  having  fallen  into  the  road. 
This  was  not  a  pieeedent  for  an  eadless  expendi- 
ture, which  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  agree 
to  estaUish. 

Mr.  FARaGi.i.r  rose  only  to  make  a  statemait 
of  a  single  fact,  which  was,  that  he  had  heard  by 
a  oolleague  of  his,  that  he  had  been  informed  by 
a  tespeetable  gentleman  of  Wheetinff  that  the  road 
in  question  fn^  that  place  to  Cumberland  was  in 
good  repair. 

Mr.  Cook  remarked  that  there  was  no  proba- 
bility that  the  bill  for  erecting  toll  gates  coold 
pass  at  the  present  session.  Muy  gentlcatep,  be 
observed,  regarded  it  as  invcdving  an  impMuit 
"  '  Qalqaesiion,aDdhebelieved tbeSpeok- 

of  the  number,  and  who,  on  sneh  a 


fore  utterly  hopeless  to  expect  a  decisian  upon  it 
'  igoaysof  tt  "" 


during  the  few  remaining  di 


I.  The 


tares!  to  many  sections  of  tbe  countiy  o 
sides  of  the  mountain,  and  it  was  evident,  »  n 
passed  through  a  rongn  country  of  scattered  popu- 
latioQ,  that  it  must  bJ  suppcwted,  either  by  the 
tmveliers  who  pass  over  it,  or  by  this  Qovem- 
ment — and  as  the  bill  for  the  former  caanot  pass, 
it  is  equally  clear  that  the  road  most  fall  to  de- 
cay, ualess  the  latter  alternative  is  adopted,  lo 
tbe  extent  of  this  small  amn  of  nine  tnouaand 

Mr.  F.  JoNEB  inquired  of  tbe  Speaker  what 
would  be  the  proper  course  to  be  taken  with  the 
bill  now  OQ  tlic  table,  to  nect  toll  gates  oo  the 
Cumberland  road.  [The  Spbakeb  was  under- 
stood to  say,  that,  aecording  to  the  rules  of  the 
House,  it  would  be  necessary  that  the  bill  should 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  eilbet 
in  tbe  course  of  tbe  docket,  or  on  the  state  of  the 
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tFoioD.]  Mr.  Jones  coDtioued,  Bad  obseived  that 
there  was  do  bill  oq  Ibe  docket  of  a  similar  char- 
acter with  the  preKDt,  and  he  inrerred  that  it 
ivould  be  impoasihle  to  obtain  a  determination 
upon  it  on  its  merits  at  the  present  lesaion.  Mr.  J. 
would  reply  one  word  to  the  Kentlemtn  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  who  had  said  that  he  would 
rather  tbis  whole  bill  should  sink  than  make  the 
appropriation.  Jf  that  ^entlemui  thought  it  no- 
coDsitlutional,  he  waa  right  to  express  such  an 
opinion.  But  he  admits  that  a  contract  was 
made  with  the  States  west  of  the  Ohio,  on  the 
&ilb  of  which  this  road  was  made.  Against  the 
folfilmcDt  of  that  contract  he  makes  do  objection. 
But  if  it  was  not  nnconstituilonal  to  make  a  road, 
how  can  it  be  uncoQEiitutional  to  repair  id  Aad 
where  was  the  clause  in  the  Constitution,  which, 
in  terms,  authorized  the  erection  of  fortifications 
in  New  York?  It  could  not  be  fonod.  It  was 
an  inference  from  the  general  authority  thai  is 
granted  for  "the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare."  Aad  is  not  this  road  of  a  simiUr  char- 
scter?  Is  not  a  military  road  as  important  to  the 
n  defence  as  a  fortification  7    Mr.  J.  would 


of  the  House,  but  he  was  fully  convinced  that, 
nnleai  the  Mouse  should  concur  in  this  amend- 
ment with  the  Senate,  nothing  would  be  granted 
for  that  road  at  the  present  session- 
Mr.  WniOBT  exjwesBCd  his  riews  briefly  in  favor 
of  a  concurrence  in  the  ameodmeat  proposed  by 
the  Senate.  He  thought  it  loo  late  to  stir  up  Ibe 
old  and  ofl-rejected  doubt  of  ihecoDslitotiouaLiy  of 
the  appropriation.  He  argued  the  propriety  of  the 
measnre  upon  the  ground  that  it  came  within  the 
spirit  of  the  original  act;  for,  if  the  road  was  so 
defectively  made  ai  to  want  repairs  at  this  lime, 
it  was  erideal  that  it  did  not  eoine  up  to  the  con- 
templation and  intent  of  the  Congress  that  granted 
it  He  also  contended  that  a  measure  of  this  sort, 
comiDg  from  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, was  entitled  to  great  respect. 

Mr.  A.  Shyth  remarked,  that  the  sum  pro- 
posed was  not  large  in  amount,  but  be  could  not 
consent  to  grant  a  single  dollar  in  a  case  which 
he  deemed  to  involve  a  Constitutional  right  of  the 
|>eople.  He  alluded  to  Parliamentary  asage,  and 
observed  that  the  House  of  Lords,  in  England, 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in'  money  bills  at  all. 
The  aoalt^  of  the  principle  was  the  doctrine  of 
our  Constitution,  and  a  departure  could  extend  no 
further  than  the  letter  of  the  instrument.    The 


the  public  purse.  And  shall  we  yield,  he  asked, 
a  single  vole  on  this  point  to  the  Senate  T  He 
was  not  willing  to  do  so.  They  had  no  right  to 
interfere,  except  in  particular  and  excepted  cases. 
Mr.  S.  did  not  believe  that  the  Congress  had 
power  lo  authorize  the  erection  of  toll  gates.  It 
was  not  within  the  scope  of  the  specified  and  lim- 
ited powers  that  were  granted,  if  it  was  admis- 
nble,  it  would  aotborize  Coikgress  to  assume  a 
power  over  the  police  of  the  country.  Mr.  S. 
expressed  his  determination  to  oppose  any  such 
assumption  of  authority  not  warranted  by  the 
CoDstitntion.    He  also  took  a  view  of  the  history 


and  practice  of  our  QovMnment  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  The  facts,  he  said,  were  loo  recent  ia 
memory  to  authorize  such  a  course,  <md  he  re- 
ferred to  the  opinions  expressed  by  President  Madi- 
son, in  relation  to  the  powers  of  Congress  on  the 
subject  of  internal  improvements.  The  advocates 
of  the  appropriation,  he  said,  had  indicated  a  will- 
ingness to  give  up  this  appropriation  if  the  other 
bin  could  be  passed.  But  he  ihooght  that  subject 
was  too  important  to  be  decided  on,  except  upoa 
mature  and  solid  investigation.  It  involved  ike 
question  whether  Congress  can  appropriate  the 
people's  money  to  execute  a  power  which  Con- 

Sess  does  not  possess.  In  reply  to  the  question  of 
e  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  (Mr.  Jokes,)  ia 
relation  to  fortification n,  he  observed,  that  the 
eeneral  power  to  provide  "for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare"  must  be  executed  by 
powers  that  were  specifically  defined ;  and  he  ad- 
verted to  the  terms  of.  the  Consiitntion  to  show 
that  the  subject  of  forlifications  was  specifically 
defined,  and  therefore  within  the  rule.  With  re- 
spect to  the  comMci  with  the  Slates  west  of  the 
Ohio,  he  conteoued  that  it  slopped  at  the  buildioe 
of  the  road,  and  bv  no  rule  of  construction  coum 
it  be  extended  furtner. 

Mr.  Stewart  said  he  had  determined  not  again 
to  trouble  Uie  House  with  a  single  word  on  this 
subject,  but  he  felt  himself  constrained  to  correct 
the  statement  made  by  his  colleague,  (Mr.  F*a- 
BiLLY,^  who  had  said  that  the  road  was  not  oat 
of  repair;  and,  to  prove  it,  he  has  stated  tbii  one 
of  his  colleagues  bad  seen  a  man  who  had  seen 
the  road,  who  had  told  bis  colleague,  who  had 
told  himthat  theroadwasnoiout  of  repair.  This 
kind  of  evidence  was,  he  contended,  too  remote, 
especially  when  there  were  many  honorable  gen- 
ilemeu  in  the  House  who  had  themselvea  seen  the 
road,  and  who,  he  was  persuaded,  would  ccmcar 
in  stating  that  the  banks  had  so  fallen  in,  in  many 
places,  as  to  fill  the  water  channels  along  thesidc 
and  throw  the  wain  to  the  centre  of  the  road.  He 
stated  at  considerable  length  the  silualion  of  tlw 
road,  and  the  injury  it  had  and  would  sQstaio,  if 
nothing  were  done  for  its  preservation  ;  and,  since 
be  was  up,  he  begged  the  indulgeneeof  the  House 
while  be  replied  to  a  few  of  the  Constitutional  ob- 
jections of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Hr. 
Smtth,)  who  had  denied  the  right  of  the  Oencral 
Government  to  l^islate  on  this  subject,  although 
it  bad  been  a  standing  subject  of  l^islation lor 
the  last  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  and  had  received 
the  sanction  of  three  Presidents,  Jefieraon,  Madi- 
son, and  Monroe,  some  of  whom  also  entertained 
doubts  of  the  power  of  Congress  on  this  subject 
He  said  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  fromVit- 
^nia  a  question  :  On  this  road  the  great  United 
States  mail,  between  the  East  and  West  runs 
daily — suppose,  a  probable  case,  that  one  of  those 
steep  mountains  slip  down,  and  compleiely'block 
up  the  road,  has  the  General  Government  no  ri^t 
to  remove  this  obstruction  1  Must  the  mail  Mop  } 
No ;  the  Government  were  bound  to  transport  uk 
mail,  and  it  was  their  duty  to  remove  the  obatruc- 
lion,  and  this  was  the  purpose  of  the  appropria- 
tion.   The  CoDstitation  had  given  the  power  "to 
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fitiblish  DMC  offlca  and  noM  Toadi,"  oot  post 
route*,  B3  tbe  gentlemaa  would  have  it ;  the  power 
was  givoi  over  roadt  as  contradislinffuiahea  from 
rawte*,  otherwise  the  word-raufM  would  have  been 
introduced  by  the  framera  of  the  CoDBtitutioa. 
Beaidea,  the  same  [»oviiion  which  conferred  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  Qovem- 
tnenta,  had  given  it  to  rebate  it  htlitten  tit  Statu, 
which  WB3  the  object  ot  this  road.  Bat  we  are 
told,  raid  he,  the  Oenernl  QoTernment  mutt  have 
this  power  by  txprttt  terms.  Where,  be  woQtd 
adc  the  gentleman,  did  he  find  the  power  graDted, 
bf  the  express  terms  of  the  Constitatioa,  lo  pass  a 
p«isioa  law,  a  law  granting  medals,  or  for  the 
oenefit  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  agriculture,  or 
vuMmfiutum?  Not  one  of  tbe*e  words  were  fonnd 
in  the  Constitution ;  vet  they  were  the  almost 
dailjr  stibjecls  of  legislation.  The  right  was  de- 
rived incidentalljr  from  the  general  power  to  pro- 
mote the  general  vtlfan,  ^.  Bat,  is  it  a  violation 
of  State  rights  for  the  General  Government  to 
expend  its  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  States? 
These  States  most  complained  who  did  not  feel 
thb  violation  of  their  rights.  It  was  not  an  ex- 
ercise of  power,  bat  a  surrender  of  money,  which 
was  power,  by  the  General  Gkivemment,  for  the 
benefit  of  (he  States,  and  if  Virginia  was  the  re- 
cipient of  the  benefit,  she  woaTd  not  thank  Che 
gentlenuin  for  the  objection.  But  Ihe  ConstitU' 
tional  objection,  in  this  case,  had  long  ago  been 
settled,  and  the  only  question  now  presented  was, 
whether  the  House  would  abandon  the  road  to 
deatmctioD,  and  lose  the  whole  of  the  money  which 
had  been  expended.  He  could  not  give  a  name  to 
snch  policy.     He  hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Baldwin  had  no  disposition,  he  observed, 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  the  question,  nor  should  he 
have  risen  but  lo  reply  to  the  observations  of  bis 
eolleagne  (Mr.  Stewabt)  in  relation  to  himself. 
A  few  days  since  he  (Mr.  B.)  saw  a.  gentleman 
from  Whediog,  a  merchant  of  that  place,  pos- 
sened  of  large  property  there,  and  of  most  respect- 
able character.  He  (Mr.  B.)  inquired  of  him  what 
was  the  state  of  the  Cumberland  road.  The  gen- 
tleman replied  that  it  was  very  good ;  and  further 
remarked,  in  respect  to  whatever  more  it  wanted, 
that,  as  Congress  had  refnsed  lo  repair  it,  they 
would  do  it  themselves.  These,  he  said,  were 
facta,  and  if  his  cdleagae  wished  nim  to  name  his 
infonuant,  hewoald  do  so.  The  informaiionhad 
come  from  him,  and  he  could  substanliale  it,  not- 
withstanding the  sneering  manner  in  whicn  his 
eoUeagoe  (Mr.  Stewart)  had  thought  proper  to 
treat  it.  He  would  add  one  word  respecting  ibis 
representation  which  his  colleagne  bad  made  about 
the  poor  and  sparse  population  where  this  toad 
run.  So  for  from  being  a  new  country,  it  was 
settled  as  long  am  as  Braddock's  defeat.  It  was 
now  well  settled  and  rich.  The  farmers  upon  it 
were'more  wealthy  than  those  in  the  correspond- 
ent parts  of  the  Pennsylvania  road,  and  who,  he 
could  assure  the  gentleman,  would  not,  if  Con- 
gresa  had  built  a  road  for  them  at  so  much  ei- 
penae,  come  forward  like  sturdy  beggars,  and  ask 
them  to 'keep  it  in  repair. 

Hr.  Rbba  opposed  the  concurrence,  but  his  ol>- 


with  sufficient  distinctness  to  allow  him  to  at- 
terant  a  report  of  them. 

Mr.  Woodson  remarked  that  he  had  been 
hitherto  in  a  great  measure  indifferent  to  this  ap- 
propriation, becanse  be  considered  it  as  inadequatft 
'  the  great  purpose  for  which  it  was  designed, 
t  when  it  became  apparent  that  nothing  fur- 
ther could  probably  be  done  at  this  session  to  re- 
ii,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  come  forward  in  sup- 
port of  the  concurrence.  He  re^rded  that  road 
as  a  proud  monnment  of  the  policy  and  power  of 
the  country ;  and  so  long  as  he  thought  the  bUI 
for  Ihe  erection  of  gates  would  pass  at  this  sea- 
ion,  he  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to  press  this 
ippropriaiion.  It  is  now  evident  that  the  bill 
could  not  be  acted  npon.  The  West,  he  observed, 
had  no  peculiar  claim  on  the  Government,  but  he 
conld  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  Honse  was  falif 
disposed  to  promote  the  facilities  of  intercourse, 
and  the  great  objects  for  the  obtainment  of  which 
society  was  founded.  This  was  the  only  road 
that  leads  from  the  East  to  the  West.  He  thought 
it  desirable  that  the  Capitol  should  be  the  central 
point  of  the  Uaion,  from  which  intelligence 
should  be  imparled  and  received.  Mr.  W.  re- 
plied at  considerable  length  to  the  observations  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smvtb,)  on 
the  Constitutional  question  he  had  raised.  He 
dverted  to  that  instrument  lo  show  that  the  Sen- 
ile, even  in  rerenue  bills,  had  specificalty  the 
power  of  proposing  ameDdments;  and  he  also 
animadverted  upon  Ihe  Tarions  other  positions 
which  that  gentleman  had  taken. 
Mr.  jAcKaoH,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  correct  an 
ror  with  respect  to  the  expense  of  making  Ibis 
road.  It  had  been  slated  ai  91,800,000.  But  it 
was  greatly  eiaggerated ;  for,  by  a  statementfrom 
the  TreasuryDepartment,  he  found  it  had  cost 
only  81,641,774,  The  sum  now  asked  for  was 
ontv  what  bad  been  saved  by  economy  from  what 
haa  been  heretofore  appropriated  for  making  the 
road,  being  the  surplus  of  the  appropriation  for 
the  purpose.  With  respect  lo  the  constilationat^ 
ity  of  tne  question,  he  would  observe  that,  at  the 
first  session  of  the  15th  Congress,  810,000  were 
appfoprialed  for  roads,  one  of  which  was  from 
Fort  Stoddarl  to  Fort  Hawkins.  Mr.  J.  was  op- 
posed to  the  policy  of  making  permanent  and  an- 
nual appropriations  for  repairs,  but,  as  the  other 
bill  could  not  be  acted  upon  at  this  session,  he 
thought  it  bnl  an  act  of  jnst  and  liberal  poTlcy  to 
concur  wiih  the  Senate  in  the  amendment  pro- 
Mr.  F.  Jones  was  aware  of  the  anxiety  of  the 
House  lo  do  the  business  before  it,  and  of  the  fact 
that  there  were  more  bills  on  the  docket  ihan 
conld  be  disposed  of  at  the  [veseni  session.  Bnt 
there  was  noi,  in  his  opinion,  at  that  lime,  a  ques- 
tion of  more  vital  importance  than  the  present 
before  the  House.  It  was  a  question,  he  said, 
whether  you  will  or  will  not  suffer  the  Cumber- 
land road  to  be  demolished.  He  would  not  tres- 
pass long  on  the  attention  of  the  House,  but  he 
could  not  refrain  from  making  a  very  brief  reply 
to  the  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
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giiuB,  (Mi-  Shytb.)  H«  well  kaew  iIm  ability 
and  resMTch  of  his  able  and  learned  friend.  And 
he  also  knew  how  oBtunil  it  waa  for  a  man  of 
taleaiB,  if  uohapptly  misled  himself,  lo  midead 
others.  That  geatlmian  was  unwilling  to  per- 
mit the  SeaaU  to  interfere  witb  (he  money  bills 
of  this  Housa.  I,  said  Mr.  J.,  have  always  been 
aa  advocate  for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  thit 
HoiUF.  But  this  ii  even  higher  ground  than  I 
Cttold  prewme  to  take.  AndiftbatgeailemaBfiiuis 
a  power  coDtaiaedia  the  CoDstitutioawhkhautbo- 
iiz«s  the  Senate  in  such  cases  to  amend,  it  was  fail 
to  presume  that  he  would  support  this  amendmeDt. 
Mr.  J.  then  alluded  to  the  clause  of  the  Const!- 
tation  which  he  coQleuded  was  a  clear  warrant 
for  the  limited  right  they  had  exercised  in  this 
oaie.  Aad  is  there  nothing,  he  asked,  to  be  yield- 
ed betweea  the  twe  Houses — no  deference  to  be 
ihown  by  the  one  to  the  views  of  the  other  1 
Such  a  doctrine,  he  thoogbl,  would  suit  anyothm 
assembly  better  than  this.  Shall  it  be  said,  asked 
Ur.  Ji  that  we  will  stick  lo  a  jjaovision  which 
ir«  have  made,  right  or  wrong,  merely  because 
the  Senate  has  recommended  an  amendment  to 
it?  Many  gentlemen,  he  aatd,  had  hetetofora 
Toted  anuiBt  the  appropriation,  because  ther  be- 
lieved the  bill  for  eiectug  toU-gatea  would  come 
mt  at  this  seseioD,  and,  by  its  passa^         "     ' 


Vixginia  (iit.  Smvtb)  had  alluded  to  the  Presi. 
denli  of  the  United  State*  who  had  ezpreaaed 
opinions  adverse  to  this  power  of  Congr^.  But 
it  would  be  remeraberM  that  one  oT  these  rery 
ProsideatH  signed  the  law  by  which  the  making 
ot  the  road  was  authorized,  and  his  succeasor* 
liad  signed  laws  for  its  continuance.  The  reDile- 
man,  said  Mr.  J.,  has  found  out,  it  seems,  that  no 
righi  can  exist  under  the  Goveroment  to  expend 
Dumey,  unless  it  i*  ai^opriated  by  law.  He,  Mr. 
Ji  wonhl  have  been  glad  if  the  gentleman  had 
found  it  out  at  an  earJypartof  tbeEeBsion,wheniu 
•  speech  of  three  hours  ne  defended  the  Secretary 
of  War  for  having  exceeded  the  appropriations  in 
the  Indian  department.  Mr.  J.  would  add  a  fur- 
ther remark  in  respect  to  the  contract  between  the 
United  Slates  on  the  on«  part,  and  the  Stales 
west  of  the  Ohio  os  the  other.  Suppose  ibey 
weia  brought  together  as  individuals  lo  explain 
the  transaction.  Is  it  suwosable,  when  they 
afteed  that  the  road  should  be  made,  that  they 
did  not  know  enough  to  foresee  that  it  must  be 
kept  in  repair?  And,  if  so,  whose  business  was 
it  to  make  the  repairs  ?  Certainly  as  much  that 
of  one  State  as  of  another — of  Georgia,  as  much 
a*  of  Ohio,  and  of  Maine  as  much  as  either. 
And  in  the  case  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Viuioia,  (Mr.  Jacesom,)  the  sum  granted  for  the 
road  iu  Georgia,  was  lor  repairs— so  that  the 
qpestion  uf  constitutionality  has  been  already  de- 
cided. Mr.  J.  had  no  perstwal  interest  to  sub- 
serve in  the  present  question,  but  it  was  tbe  honesi 
wish  of  his  heart  that  the  appropriation  might  be 
made  (o  put  the  road  in  repair,  so  that  it  might 
■erve  as  a  bond  of  nnion  between  the  East  and 


the  West,  and  perpetuate  the  harmoay  of  the 
confederated  fanuly. 

Mr.  UiiirBiiX  was  Mpoeed  to  the  appropria- 
tion. He  was  a  mcmbn  of  the  committee  by 
whom  the  bdl  referred  lo  for  erectiag  loU-gata 
on  the  Cnmberland  road  was  reponed,  and  hal 
moved  lo  diaeharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  further  eonsidenlton  of  it,  in  order  to 
bring  it  directly  bef(H«  the  Hotue,  ao  that  it  misfat 
ba  decided  upon  at  the  jpnaeot  seaaioD.  He  ud 
examined  the  subject  atientiTely,  and  wis  satis- 
fied thai  it  was  ptoper  lo  pan  the  bill ;  and  be 
thought  the  queatioa  might  aooo  be  determined. 
The  discussion  would  not  probably  oeenpy  moK 
than  a  day.  He  considered  theCumberlud  road 
a  great  national  object,  and  felt  no  hostility  to  it 
But  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  repaired  at  the  ex- 
pense of  those  who  use  it 

The  qneatioB  was  then  taken—Will  this  HotM 
insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amendment  of 
the  Seifale?  And  it  was  decided  in  the  afitmi- 
live  without  a  division. 


Fbid&v,  April  26. 

Mr.  RAKKiN,fromtheCoamitie«on  the  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  lefnred  a  bill  from  the  8«t- 
ate  lo  ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  land  vriihin 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  reported  the  same  with 
sundry  amendments;  and  the  bill,  Ac,  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Serosakt,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  tot  the  better  organnation  of  the  district 
court  of  the  Uoitad  Stalea  iu  the  State  of  Louis- 
iana, reported  the  tame  without  amendment ;  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ALBXANnan  Smttb.  from  the  sdect  oom- 
mitlM  appointed  on  the  sunject  of  iasolveney  in 
the  Districi  of  Cohtnbia,  reported  a  bill  for  tbt 
relief  of  certain  insolv«it  debtor)'.  (This  bill 
providm  that  so  much  of  the  act  of  1803,  as  de- 
clares that  the  provisions  of  that  act  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  debtor  who  shall  not 
have  resided  within  the  Diftrict  of  Columbia  fiir 
twelve  months  preceding  the  date  of  his  api^ica- 
lion,  be  repealed,  from  and  after  the  paauge  of 
this  act.] 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and,  without  debate, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  HBMPIIII.L  moved  that  the  House  do  take 
into  considemiion  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  pre- 
sanation  and  repair  of  the  Cumbci^Dd  roa^ 
which  was  agreed  t4>  be  taken  up,  and  on  fnrtbH 
motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  committed  to  a  Coumitiee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Ur.  Sawtui  moved  that  the  House  take  np 
the  joint  resolution  for  an  earlier  meeting  of 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  profeasing  that,  if 
taken  up,  he  proposed  to  sulHBtC  it  to  the  rote 
without  debate.  But  the  House,  by  a  large  ma- 
joritv,  refused  to  ooiuider  the  same. 

'"he  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  commu- 
from  the  Treasury  DepartmenL  transmit- 
ting a  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles  (Mce; 
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Hi.  TiTtOB  subnut ted  the  following  resolution, 
leuBpwifUig  it  with  remarks,  showing  the  ex- 
pediCDcf  It  well  as  jnsrice  of  the  course  proposed 

bfil: 

/Ittoktd,  Thit  the  burinsH  nov  dependiDg  beron 
(he  HouB,  committeil  to  ■  Committee  of  the  WhoU, 
athu  Ihan  upon  tbe  slite  of  ths  Union,  be  ■mnged 
b;  lh(  Clerk,  umler  the  direction  of  tha  Speaker,  in 
the  (allowing  oriler. 

].  Pririt*  bills  originating  in  this  Uouie. 

1.  Pri'tte  billj  otigbating  in  the  Ssnate. 

3.  Public  bills  and  reBoluiiune  originating  in  this 

4.  Pttbtie  bills  and  resolutions  originating  in  lh« 
Sesale. 

i.  (Jn&iorable  raports. 

The  tesolntion  was  adopted. 

The  DDlnished  hUBiness  of  yateiday  beiog  aa- 
noanccd,  (fix :  tbe  bill  to  reduce  the  co(:dl)en*»- 
lioD  of  Senalon  aad   Repreteniativef  in  CoD- 

Mr.  RoBB  moTcd  to  laj;  it  on  the  tabl«,  his  ob- 
JMi  being  to  get  at  the  bill  for  erecting  toll-gates 
[>n  the  Cotnbra'lmnd  road. 

Older  gentlemen  stated  their  intention  to  pro- 
pose to  lake  up  other  business  than  that,  if  this 
bill  should  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  qaestion  to  lay  the  bill  ou  the  t»ble,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a  toIc  of  71  to  54. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  inforoied  the  House 
ilwl  the  Senate  recede  from  iheir  ninth  amend- 
meat  to  ibe  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appn>- 
ptiatiooi  for  the  support  of  GoveinHUM  fM  tha 

SarlS2ii"  tbey  agree  to  the  ajneodmekt  of  this 
oDse  to  their  amendment  to  (he  hill,  entitled 
"An  act  making  a{q>ropriatioOE  for  the  pnUic 
baildiiigs ;"  and  they  agree  to  the  amendment  of 
Ibii  HcHise  to  their  amendments  to  tW  bill,  enti- 
M  "An  act  to  provide  for  paying  to  the  State  of 
Mi>soari  three  per  cent,  of  the  net  pimeeds  arising 
from  tbe  sale  of  the  public  lands  within  the  sBme," 
>riih  the  amendments  thereto  proposed  by  the  coin- 
miitee  of  conference.  The  Senate  hare  passed  a 
bill  of  this  House,  entitled  "An  act  making  apf  ro- 

Sriatiaos  for  the  support  of  Ihe  Navy  of  the  United 
late*  for  the  year  1822,"  with  atnendmenls,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 
JUDICIAL  COURTS. 


the  House,  was  one  of  an  important  and  intvreBt- 
iDg  ebtnwier.  it  involTcd,  in  his  opinion,  con- 
uterations  of  deep  iDlerest  lo  the  nalton,  and  was 
iniioutely  conneoted  with  the  union  and  prosper 
itf  of  tbe  Btatee.  He -knew  vety  wdl  that  the 
controrcTsies  wfaiclftbad  lately  ansen  between  tbe 
Federal  and  State  Goveromenta,  ns  to  their  rights 
and  powers,  were  of  extreme  delicacy  and  impor- 
tance, aaS  ought  to  be  approached  with  much 
caution  and  deliberation.  It  was,  however,  due 
lo  himself  to  say,  that,  in  moving  ia  this  business 
at  this  time,  he  was  influenced  by  no  narrow  or 
local  consideration,  or  party  feeing.    He  had  no 


desire  to  abridge  the  powsra  of  the  Gjencial  Oor- 
eniment,  or  ex»nd  those  of  the  Slates.  The  res- 
olntion  wat  offered  in  a  spirit  of  peace  and  for- 
bearance, and  from  a  $eni«  of  dutr  lo  himself  and 
the  State  which  he  represented,  from  the  perfor- 
manee  of  which  he  did  not  feel  himsdf  at  liberty 
—  shrink.    It  was  moreover,  dne  to  those  Slates, 


in  which  the  subject  has  been  lately  so  much  agi- 
tated, as  well  as  to  the  nation,  to  have  it  fairly 
discussed  and  deliberately  decided ;  and,  if  this 
section  of  the  judicial  act  was  not  iuEti£ed  by  the 
CoQstitutiou,  it  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to  le- 
pul  it.  He  would  therefore  offer  the  resolution, 
with  a  view  that  it  might  be  laid  upon  tbe  table 
until  the  nest  session  of  Congtees,  aod  called  up 
at  an  early  day  for  discussion.  He  expressed  a 
hope  that  it  would  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Houm 
to  permit  it  to  take  this  course,  and  would  submit 
a  motion  to  that  effect.    The  resolve  is  as  follows : 

Raobed,  That  the  ComBiUe*  on  tbe  Judldar;  be 
iiwtnietad  to  pnpsre  and  report  a  biD  repealing  the 
Iweniy-SFth  HctHin  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  aet  to 
establish  the  Judicial  CoarU  of  the  United  StMea." 

The  resolution  was  received,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  according  to  tbe  wish  of  the 
mover. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

Mr.  Hehpbill,  fhim  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canalsj  made  a  general  report  upon  the  sev- 
eral resolutions  and  petitions  to  them  referred  at 
the  present  session,  and  upon  which  they  have  not 


follows : 

That,  after  carenill;  exsmining  tbe  different  reeotu- 
tiiHiiandpetitioiiesubmilledle  tbem,thej  have  thought 
it  beat  to  makf  a  general  report,  embracing  ths  several 
objects  of  reference. 

Tbe  eammitles  have  slietdy  reported  that  thej  oon- 
eideied  it  expedient  lo  have  a  certain  eection  of  the 
State  of  Maine  explored,  for  (be  purposa  of  ascertain- 
ing, bj  inrve;,  the  proper  route  for  a  roaJ,  and  whether 
it  woold  be  aaaftil  in  a  military  point  of  new,  from  tha 
Penotiscot  river,  at  or  near  Bangor,  to  some  point  ia 
the  eaa(em4)0Qndary  of  tha  State ;  and,  alio,  In  favor 
of  a  ssrvey  being  ma<te  to  ascertain  whether  it  would 
be  proper  for  tbe  General  Government  to  lid  in  the 
eoDsirnotion  of  a  canal  in  the  (own  of  Glouceeter,  in 
Ueisa^aeetU,  to  oonnect  the  waterv  of  Boston  and 
Ipswi^  bay,  is  order  to  avoid  (be  tedious  and  dunger- 
DBS  paaaage  ronnd  Cape  Ann. 

The  committee  will  bring  tbe  remaioing  ease*  t«- 
farm)  lo  them  into  the  view  of  tiie  House. 

The  LegialaUira  of  the  Bute  of  New  Voit  have 
paated  tha  fbllowiag  raaolution,  which  baa  been  timnt- 
mittad  aed  rdhned : 

"In  AssxjiBLT,  April  10,  I8SS. 

Raolved,  (if  the  honorable  Senate  concnr  herein,) 
That  our  Seostor*  in  CangieaB  be  ioittucted,  and  our 
Repreeentatives  raqneated,  to  call  tbe  attention  of  the 
?Iatiaaal  Government,  lo  the  great  importance  and 
public  utility  gf  improving  iha  navigalioa  of  ibe  Bud- 
•on,  so  aa  to  open  a  free  cammunicalion  and  direct  in- 
tetconraa  for  vessels  of  all  deacr^itionB  with  the  inter- 
nal canal  navigation  of  the  State  uf  New  Yo^ 

The  d««gii  of  tbe  reaolatiaa,  as  tbe  cooiiniltM  an- 
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danUnd,  u.  to  relnafa  n»ai  li*ra  that  <lut  in  HVEral 

elieea  in  the  HuduD  ri*«r,  Btid  impede  ii*  n*vi(*(ion 
;  Ttnela  oTcr  >  ceitun  liie.  To  improiB  tbe  aari- 
(ittan  of  the  tide  watera  of  thia  river  would  lequire  id 
eipenae  of  about  two  hanilicil  ibauuDil  doi tare,  and 
ii  believed  u>  be  praclieable,  eitbei  bj  the  conatruc- 
tion  of  piera  and  dam*,  in  auch  placea  ai  ma;  be  proper 
to  concentrate  the  cunanl  of  the  river,  ao  aa  to  give  it, 
nith  tbe  aasiaUnce  of  the  engine  celled  a  mud  turtle, 
where  neceuarj,  power  sufficient  to  remove  the  bare, 
and  to  pieTcnt  future  depoaitea  ;  or  avoiding  them  ^; 
a  lateral  canal,  or  a  combination  of  both. 

Il  appeara  to  tbe  committee  to  be  an  object,  which, 
ia  an  eminent  degree,  la  deaerving  of  tbe  aid  of  the 
Genera]  Government,  to  perfect  the  navigation  oftbii 
river,  which  eihibita  tbe  pbenomcnon  of  carrying  ila 
tide  walera  through  a  mouQtain,  and  ia  destined  to 
eommuokate  with  auch  a  range  of  lakes  and   fertile 

Reaolutiona  of  Ihia  Honae  have  been  referred,  in- 
itruciing  the  eotamittea  to  inquire  whether  it  ia  ex- 
pedient for  the  United  8tat«a  to  give  aid  to  tbe  Dela- 
ware and  Raritan  Canal  Uatnpanj,  and  to  the  Cheaa- 
peake  and  Delaware  Canal  Comunj. 

Tbe  advantagea  to  be  derived  from  theee  eontea- 
pUted  canala,  a*  forming  central  linka  in  the  great  tine 
of  inland  navigation  along  the  Atlantic  cuaat,  ia  ap- 
parent;  they  would  afford  ■  cheap  tranaportation  (oi 
matchandiBe  and  munitiona  of  war,  free  from  tbe  dan- 
gera  of  atonna  and  enemiea:  oD  Ibis  subject  several 
Gommilteea  hare  reported  in  favor  of  tbeir  great  im- 
portance and  public  utility. 

A  resolution  has  been  referred,  ioatrucling  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  eipedienc;  of  appainting 
commiiaionera  to  examine  and  report  aa  to  the  pracli- 
cabilit;  and  probable  eipenae  of  connecting,  by  a  canal, 
tbo  Potomac  and  Youghiogany  rivers;  and  sundry 
petitions  have  been  referred  in  pursuance  of  the  same 
object,  which  atite  that  these  rivers  approach  each 
other  within  the  short  distance  of  two  nitles;  and  Ibat 
the  springs  and  rivera  which  supply  them  are  amply 
sufficient  to  famish  water  on  tbo  summit  level;  and  that 
the  expense  would  be  in  con  aid  arable,  compared  with 
iU  great  importance. 

Petilwns  have  also  been  referred,  earnestly  aolidt- 
ing  the  attention  of  Coograas  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Potomac  rlrer.  The  pelilioas  state  that  "  thia  atieam 
naaenta  a  direct  communiealJon  from  the  Seat  of  ibe 
General  Govarntnent,  and  the  tides  of  tbe  ocean,  to 
the  gentle  and  nnobstructed  watera  of  the  West :  tha 
portage  acrou  the  Allegany  mouotain  is  about  seventy 
miles,  by  tbe  national  road  now  completed.  From 
Cumberland,  on  the  Potomac,  tbe  commencamant  of 
Ihia  road,  to  tbe  tidea  at  tbe  City  of  Waabinglun,  is 
thediatance  ofonehnndred  and  eighty-eight  milea,  by 
the  river ;  and  the  total  fall  is  seven  hundred  and  flf- 
tean  feet,  oi  near  four  feet  in  each  mile  ;  this  Ikll,  with 
the  scanty  supply  of  water  in  dry  ssas«na,  renders  the 
natural  channel  impractieable  for  useful  navigation  ; 
and,  to  remedy  this  defect,  ■  cbdrI  and  lock  navigatinn 
must  be  resorted  to  for  the  wbole  dtstancr.  The  ei- 
pense  to  be  incurred  in  completing  (his  improvement, 
it  can  be  easily  aacerlained,  would  not  exceed  two  and 
•  half  millions  of  dollars,  eslimsted  at  the  ordinary 
eoat  of  such  works,  where  obstacles  of  equil  or  greater 
magnilnde  have  been  overcome." 

The  committee  need  not  endeavor  to  enutnerate  the 
many  and  great  advantages  lo  be  derived  (rom  a  con- 
oeaion  of  the  river  Potomac  with  the  Western  watara ; 


they  will  only  oheerve,  that  tha  project  becomes  mate 
elevsted  and  interesting,  when  (bey  eonaidcr  the  pnc- 
ticability  of  extending  this  inland  naTigatian  lo  llis 
lakes  ;  which,  by  mcaoa  of  the  New  York  nivi|alioB 
and  tbe  proposed  Atlantic  canal,  would  form  an  islsiid 
in  the  heart  of  (be  Union. 

A  memorial  from  tbe  Legialalnre  of  the  Stat*  ef 
Alabama  has  been  referred,  praying  aid  of  the  Gsaersl 
Government  to  connect  soma  of  (heir  valuable  sueaub 
It  states  that  (be  Alabama  river  commences,  and  be- 
comes capable  of  ■  water  transportation,  within  ei^ 
or  eleven  milea  of  a  stream  equally  susceptible  of  be- 
ing rendered  navigable,  and  which  empties  into  tbs 
Tennessee  river;  tbil  tbo  latter  receives  tbe  Iribgle 
of  several  other  stresms,  which  take  their  rise  and  be- 
come navigable  in  the  Slate  of  Vi rgin is,  passing  throogk 
some  of  its  most  productive  lands,  and  wstering  ia 
their  course  tbe  whole  eastern  section  of  the  Stale  of 
Teonewee  ;  that  the  dividing  ground  srparatiag  tbess 
waters  sBonls  a  favorable  opportunity  of  eonneetin; 
the  watera  of  tbe  Alabama  wilh  those  of  (he  Tennes- 
see livfr;  and  that  ibediatanCB  repaired  for  the  pn»- 
duca  o(  Teoneaaee  to  reach  a  market  on  the  seaboard 
would  be  reduced  from  nearly  two  thousand  miles,  U 
New  Orleana,  to  six  or  seven  bandred  miles,  lo  lbs 
Mobile. 

The  memorial  likewise  callslhe  attention  of  Coagna* 
to  tbe  communicatioD  of  the  Psnsacola  bay  with  Ihsl 
of  Mobile. 

On  lbs  important  subjecl  of  the  Internal  impnivt- 
ment  of  the  country,  (he  committee  have  adopted  what 
they  consider  (be  only  (rue  plan,  by  reporting  a  bill  le 
procure  Ibe  necessary  surveys,  plans,  snd  estimates,  on 
tbe  subject  of  roads  and  canala.  This  is  b  meuure  re- 
commended by  tbe  able  and  valuable  report  of  the 
Ueer«t«ry  of  the  Treaaury  of  the  4tb  of  April,  IS08. 
The  follosring  are  abatracts; 

"  As  an  important  ban*  of  the  general  lystem,  u 
immeiliate  aothortty  might  alM  be  given  to  take  lbs 
aurveys  mni  levels  of  tbe  roates  of  tbe  moat  inponaol 
roada  and  canal*  which  are  contemplKled — a  waik 
always  uaoful,  and  by  whidi  thk  practkabilily  sail 
expense  of  tbe  undertakings  would  be  aaoertaincd  wilk 
much  more  correctneaa  than  in  this  rcpdh."  "A 
moderate  appropriation  would  be  anffieient  for  tboss 
several  objects. 

Tbs  execution  of  this  measure  would  present  I* 
Congress  a  full  view  of  the  subject,  snd  enable  then 
the  belter  to  decide  on  tbe  propriety  of  engaging  in 
these  uuderlakings.  It  would  lay  the  foundation  nfi 
well-digeated  and  regular  system,  snd  it  would  not 
require  any  immediate  demand  on  the  Treaaury  fori 
large  amount.  It  is  belisved  that  flfteen  or  twenQ 
thousand  dollars  would  be  sufficient;  and  the  eips» 
diture  of  this  sum  would  b«  divided  between  three  snd 
four  years,  aa  it  would  consume  Ihat  period  lo  obtna 
the  io£>rioalion. 

For  many  reasons,  tha  committae  ha«a  supposed 
that  the  information  conid  be  mora  satisfaotonl}  ob- 
tained by  the  corps  of  engineers  than  liam  any  olbsr 
sonrca.  They  are  a  well-diaciplined  and  organiied 
body,  and  composed  of  the  moaUspable  of  our  scian- 
ti&c  men ;  and  it  belongs  peculiarly  lo  tha  topograplucal 
corps  10  explore  tbe  country,  and  to  glue  accunl* 
knowledge  of  such  parts  as  may  be  deemed  necessu; 
by  actual  surveys.  In  this  manner,  a  similar  corps 
bai  been  employed  in  France,  through  which  every 
necessary  inlbrmatian,  relating  to  the  face  of  the  coOB- 
try,  is  acquired,  and  deposited  in  what  is  called  ibeir 
military  bureau.   ■ 
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Tha  GOfp*  of  BDpDMiB,  Kith  tfas  iMiiitaDoo  df  two 
diil  cngioven,  aod  th«  aid  of  athon  who  can  h»  ie- 
Uiled  to  do  datj  in  that  eorpa,  »re  baliaTad,  bj  thoM 
beat  acquainted  with  tba  laliiect,  la  be  ■ofGdint. 
Thaj  proceed  by  a  regular  eyitcm,  and  report  monthlj. 
Young  cadetB,  aa  the;  lea^e  the  Hilitary  Academy, 
can  be  amployad.  It  will  Ki*e  them  eiperienee,  md 
*d*anoe  their  uaefalneae  to  their  counti;.  It  will 
render  the  eejanc*  appertaiDiiig  to  the  Engineer  depart- 
ment  more  perbct  and  eileoiiTe,  and  obriale  the 
naeeaaty  of  eoiployiag  foreign  engineera.  lliaie  are 
forlbw  tndac*aieiiU,  aa  it  reapecta  eeanom; ;  the;  are 
alraady  in  the  emplajmeat  of  llie  GoiernmeDli  and 
can  ha*B  no  motile  to  delay  the  work.  They  can  be 
actuated  by  no  other  Iban  an  iianorabte  ambition  to 
ntaUiah  tbaii  onn  repntatioh,  and  to  abow  that  tbeir 
iuitilntioD  ia  Tsluable  to  tlieif  country.  lti>  the  prac- 
tice to  allow  them  but  one  dollar  and  GUy  cenla  per 
diem  beyond  their  uaual  cabipeoaation,  which  ia  merely 
to  meat  occaaional  aipewea.  The  diderence  of  ex- 
pence  in  oblaJDing  the  information  by  the  corpc  of 
(OgiiMciB,  or  by  commiaaionen  and  common  i urveyora, 
vould  b«  Btceediogly  great.  The  intbrmatioo,  when 
•blainail,  would  be  valuable;  for  it  cannot  be  othar- 
wiae  than  important  to  be  acquainted  with  the  capa. 
citiea  of  the  country  for  internal  improrementa.  It 
wonM  be  uaefal  lo  the  Statu  who  hava  not  the  aame 
MoDomieal  maana  of  acquiring  it;  and  thia  part  of  the 
aubjcct  cannot  be  embanaaaed  by  any  Conatitntional 
queation. 

The  eenmeDcament  of  iDteinal  imptoremanta  upon 
a  larga  aGala  haa  gcnaiall;  been  attended  with  diffi- 
coltiea,  and  improviilently  deUjed.  The  people  of 
En^and,  after  having  eiperieneed  their  adTantagaa, 
are  aauiniahed  tlial  inch  worka  had  not  bean  nnder' 
taken  earlier.  In  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  George 
IIL  the  frat  charter  to  the  Duke  of  Bridgewaler  waa 
obtained,  bdiI  hii  canal  i*  aaid  to  jUld  eighty  thouaand 
pounda  iterliag  per  annum.  The  growth  of  canala 
became  to  rapid,  that  George  III.  iiveil  to  >ee  a  bundled 
completed  during  bia  reign;  and  it  ia  a  matter  ofaur- 
piiie,  DOW,  that  the  Goiemment  tufiered  thera  to  be 
aTrittd  on  without  a  participation,  which  would  hate 
produced  ao  mudi  rcTenae. 

In  the  BUibori^  from  which  the  above  ii  derived,  it 
ii  stated  that  more  than  two  thouaand  bur  hundred 
miles  of  canalling  have  been  completed,  and  that 
•orcely  any  diatriet  of  SDuatry  ia  more  than  fifteen 
mile*  frooi  a  water  commnnicalion. 

Nothing  btit  th«  atdeney  of  the  moat  energetic  minda 
could  bate  nveicome  the  oppoeing  obatadea  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  By  eome,  the  project  in  the  begia- 
ning  wae  hwked  upon  u  romantic ;  they  began  with- 
out reeoorcea,  relying  upon  ttui  credit  of  the  State,  and, 
in  tbs  cDune  of  aii  years,  will  have  completed  414 
milea  of  caualling,  which  aierage*  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  for  each  working  dny,  includiag  the  locka  ;  the 
eipeuaa  of  the  nndertakiiiga,  it  i>  now  aacertained, 
will  Gill  below  the  original  eatimatei;  the  whole  will 
Doteicecd  five  million*  of  dollars.  Theprofite  aftheie 
worka,  from  what  appears  to  be  a  reasonable  calcnta- 
tioD,  will,  in  a  few  years,  exlinguiib  the  eipense  of 
making  ttie  worke,  and  Kft«rwarda  leave  an  annual 
revenue  to  the  State  of  more  than  a  millbn  of  doltari, 
These  worka  are  of  high  importance  tn  the  nation ; 
they  ahow  what  can  be  done,  and  that  a  Government. 
witA  proper  management,  can  execute  great  underta- 
kiDgB  with  despatch  and  economy  ;  they  have  afiiirdad, 
Moreovpr,  the  moet  valuable  eiperienee  in  the  acianee 


We  must  be  convinced,  from  the  example  of  other 
itatioDa,  that  the  natural  advantages  of  this  eoaotry 
will  not  remain  anenjoyed  forever;  national  improve- 
menta  will  at  aome  lime  be  prosecuted  and  perfected ; 
but  why  tbould  we  be  deprived  of  their  eminent  ad- 
vantages by  further  delay  1 

It  is  said  that  the  proper  period  has  not  arrived,  and 
that  we   have   neither   reaonrcea  nor  ConMitutioaal 

Aa  to  the  time,  we  have  opiniona  from  different 
quarters  (hat  are  entitled  to  our  beet  reaped. 

In  1SC7  the  attention  of  the  Senate  waa  directed  to 
this  iubjeet,  and  it  was  in  pnrauance  of  a  resolntioa  of 
that  body  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made 
hie  report.  Able  reporta  have  been  made  in  the  Ben- 
ate  at  different  timea,  recommending  some  system  of 
ia  tern  si  improvements. 

In  1817  a  bill  paiaed  both  Houses  of  the  Legisla- 
ture on  Ihie  subject,  which  waa  rejected  by  the  Presi- 
dent upon  Constitutional  scrDpIri^ 

Tbe  object  of  the  bill  was  to  set  apart  and  pledge  a 
fund  for  the  cons  traction  of  roads  and  canala,  and  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  water-courses,  in  order  to  fii- 
cililate,  promote,  and  give  security  to  internal  com- 
merce among  the,eeveral  Slates,  and  to  render  more 
easy  snd  less  expensive  the  means  and  proviaion*  ne- 
oessary  for  the  common  defence.  For  this  pnrpoea  tha 
dividenda  from  the  shares  beJooging  to  Government  in 
the  Bank  of  tbe  United  SMtea  were  to  be  pledged  for 
twenty  yeara  daring  the  charier,  and  the  proportion  of 
the  moneys  to  be  expended  on  tha  objects  in  eaob 
Btata  was  tn  be  in  the  ratio  of  its  repreaeatatlon  in  the 
moat  nnmerons  btancb  of  the  National  Legitlature. 
Hr.  Madison  and  the  praaent  Cltief  Magiatrate  both 
have  recommended  the  subject  of  internal  improva- 
menls  to  the  attention  of  Congress,  at  an  olgact  of 
lufiicient  migniludo  to  produce  a  change  in  tha  Con- 
ttitntion  :  neither  iiiggetted  the  idea  thai  the  subject 
waa  prematurely  pressed  upon  the  nation. 

In  1818  the  House  of  Kcpresen ti lives  paiied  two 
resolutians,  requiring  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
and  Secreta^  of  War  to  furniab  information  reapect- 
ing  internal  iuipmvements. 

When  we  reftect  on  tbe  influence  to  which  such  au- 
thorities are  entitled,  and  aee  that  tbe  naiion  has  in- 
creased lo  nearly  leu  millions,  we  thinlc  it  ought  lo  ba 
admitted  that  tbe  time  haa  arrived  whan  the  nalional 
improvemenls  ought  to  be  commenced. 

'  s  to  the  retourcet,  New  York  comiomenced  her 

ansa  undertakingson  the  credit  of  tha  Siste;  and 

lielieved  that  it  would  not,  in  a  just  compariaon, 

be  a  greater  undertaking  for  tbe  Union  to  accompliah 

the  most  prominent  objects  of  national  improvamenta. 

In  relation  lo  iha  resources,  it  ought  lo  bs  consid- 
ered how  much  the  country  would  be  benefitted,  and, 
in  the  casualty  ofwac  hdw  much  would  be  saved. 
Had  the  country  tweo  improved  by  roads  and  canals 
daring  tbe  late  war  with  England,  a  doubt  can  hardly 
be  entertained  that  as  much  money  would  have  been 
aavad  aa  would  bo  anflicient  to  complete  Iham.  Simi- 
lar events  may  nccnr  again,  and  it  would  be  wise  to 
prepare  for  them ;  and  especially  so  when  the  improve- 
meats,  independent  of  this  consideration,  would  be 
worth  infinitely  more  tn  tbe  country  than  the  amount 
of  their  cost. 

Id  the  course  of  three  or  four  years,  which  will  be 
consumed  in  procuring  the  surveys  and  estimates  under 
tbe  proposed  bill,  our  finances  may  be  improved.  But 
suppose  no  favorable  change  is  produced,  the  Improve- 
ments must  be  a  work  of  line;  and  if  it  shoold  Iw 
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lo  nMit  to  loMM,  Wga  lumi  wonid  not  be 
nantod  »t  inj  OH  Itmai  ami  if  prwiBr  objooti  ira 
MlBclail  ID  tfafl  ht%iattm%,  ■  remiae  will  b«  coming  in 
loBg  bafbra  th«  whole  i*  compleUd.  A  canal  alaef 
Uk  AUuiIic  Doaat,  it  ii  probable,  wduU  jifld  ■ore 
than  nx  pci  cent,  immediatelj  after  iU  con^atioa ; 
tfa«  pHUic  et^nditntea  wonld  ba  apread  orer  a  paiiod 
of  pei^pa  twBQty  jean;  and  if,  daring  that  liiiie>lh« 
Gaaeral  GoiarnmeDt,  with  the  aid  to  be  derived  froa 
iiKarpoial«d  eaiiipaiu«a,woaUI«xp«ikltw«a9MiUioDa 
of  doUan,  tha  adiMkUf**  t4>  tbvoaiMtty  woidd  ba  in> 
c^culaUe ;  and  tb«  revsqiw  10  be  derived  fiom  tfie 
im[ini*«ni*ata,  U  it  did  not  aaat  the  iststaal  of  tba 
capital  aipanded,  it  caiuiot  b«  expected  tltat  it  irDiild 
fall  far  abort  of  iL  In  time,  lliere  can  ba  no  fear  but 
that  it  wonld  eiceed  tbe  iolereat,  awJ  baomna  a  aoBice 
of  rcTeniie  lo  the  OaTemmenL 

Looking  forward  to  the  coniiletioD  of  the  worka, 
(aay  twenty  yaara,)  and  auppoaiDi  all  lh«  none;  to 
M  bofTOW^,if  weadvart  to  tbeiiMilcoaneof  Bttara, 
we  can  pcateiaa  that  ibe  pOBWW  land  night  be  ap- 
plied to  the  axtingDiahmeDt  of  tbe  debt.  It  woold  be 
paanng  ItM  Ibnd  from  u  o^Mt  of  charity  to  «b«  of 
paanaBanti  ntiljlj  to  tbe  ooaalty. 

We  wiH  aauMae  the  laet  cMe,  bb^  the  om  wfaioh  ie 
MMt  nidb*mbta.  Snppoae  the  d^  together  wtdi 
theiMpM««Mnta,godwntlapaet)irity;  itwontdonly 
oceate  an  obligatiiHi  on  tboai  who  woqJd  ha*e  the  en- 
jajmant  «f  tha  uapntoameBta  to  pay  the  debt.  Tbaie 
doaa  net  aaam  M  be  the  eue  pnaaiDg  ob4ig«tion  on 
na  ts  pay  off  anch  ■  debt  aa  ta  in  the  eaae  of  moat 
othen. 

U  w*  aM  to  wab  onlil  tbe  public  debt  ie  pud  oS, 
Aa  lebjame  of  iuwaal  injmTaoienla  nay  ae 
be  abandoned  at  omca.  We  have  no  good  n 
Id  eipaot  a  mon  famiable  time  to  malin  a  bagin- 
■iBg. 

A>  to  the  power,  it  ia  not  euatomary  in  reperta  lu 
enter  into  a  minute  diacnaaion  of  Conatitotional  point*. 
The  oemmittea  will  not,  therefoTBi  take  np  the  Cod- 
atitntion  to  ezimiac  it.  Enough,  they  think,  haa  been 
done  on  the  part  of  Gorernment  lo  preclude  lhi«  ques- 
tion rrom  further  inquiry.  Nothing  can  be  more 
deairable  to  iociety  than  to  arrive  at  ■  icttled  eon- 
(traclion  on  the  different  parti  of  the  Conatilnliun. 
Teraatillty  on  anch  queitiona  would  impair  tba  char- 
aeter  of  the  nation,  and  be  detrimental  lo  iti  intereet. 
The  eummiltee  wiH  merely  obaene,  that,  in  their 
oirinioB,  Congreaa  can  poaaeaa  no  power  except  thai 
which  it  derived  through  the  Conililation.  Conaeni 
or  contract  cannot  confer  power;  and,  if  Congreaa  haa 
DO  power  to  eonatract  roada  end  canah,  and  maintain 
«  control  over  them,  it  can  have  nc  power  to  porcfaaie 
landa,  or  applnpriale  money  for  tbe  purpoie  of  making 
them ;  but  it  hoi  been  tbe  ,conat«nt  practice  to  allow 
to  the  new  Slatea  five  pet  cent,  of  the  net  proceed* 
aiiaing  from  Ibe  *ale*  of  public  landa,  to  be  laid  out  in 
tha  conatroctioD  ofroadi  and  canala.  Tliree-fiftb*  are 
generally  to  be  expended  within  tha  Btatea,  and  ttvo- 
flfth*  are  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  Con- 
gre**,  in  the  m*king  of  road*  leading  lo  the  Btatea. 
Prom  fony  to  flfty  thouaand  dollara  are  annually  ei< 
pendod  in  tbia  manner. 

In  ISOS  the  Pieaident  wa*  authoriied  by  CongrM* 
to  open  a  road  from  Piaahville,  in  die  State  of  i'an- 
DMHe,  to  Natchez.  Thii  road  paaaea  through  a  Slate, 
without  aaking'  conaeat.  In  1609  the  President  was 
aathoriied  to  cauae  Ibe  canal  of  Carondelet,  leading 
bom  Lake  FontcbartraLo,   by  way  of  the  Bayou  St. 


,  to  the  ci^  of  New  Orieua,  to  be  o 
ifer  Miaaiaeippi.  Tbe  Cumberland  road  Km  <aat 
one  milhoB  eight  hundred  thonaand  doUata,  wUA 
eiceada  ihe  proceed*  ariaing  from  the  ealea  of  publi* 
landa  ia  that  Stale  more  than  one  Billim  of  dolhi*. 
How  ia  it  poaaiUa  to  naonnle  ihtaa  acta  with  tbe  idea 
that  Congreaa  poena* a*  no  powar  to  coBalnwl  ratda 
and  otaalal  If  thera  ahoold  e*«c  be  aoanatiMtiMi 
of  tbe  CoMtiUtion  daaflatmu  U  Itbeity,  thar*  will  h* 
ipelogy  for  repealed  ieaial«Bcet  bol  whan  than 


atnioiiMi  af  th*  ConatitutiaB  which  ii 
pnwiotf  Ihabeat  inlMiMlaaf  tlia  eooatry,  it  ia  not  con- 
aiatODl  widi  wisdeaa,  or  the  peace  and  weUaia  of  i^ 
ciaty,  to  diatotfa  it. 

In  what  age  or  nation  baa  the  poww  *r  iiipniatat 
aoonntry  been  wiJAillyabaaad  T  Evan  the  unaaccaa*. 
fill  attempt*  at  greet  uodertaliing*  have  reeaived  A* 
adaairBtiaB  of  Mankind.  Ha  powsr  can  be  saaia  aaf^y 
ptaead  in  tha  haaula  of  the  repreaMitBiliiee  of  the  paofle; 
^d  it  nay  be  truly  eaid,  that,  among  tha  objact*  of  a 
natioBal  <liarBcter,  which  at  iBlarvala  engage  the  pa- 


of  a 


benaflcial,  and  none  ao  penDaoent,  aa  tbe  iniarBat 
inprevament*  of  a  country.  While  otbaca,  with  Aa 
institution*  Aat  gave  then  birth,  muj  be  a&cad  evan 
tiron  lanaibranoe  ty  tbe  flow  af  time,  theae  will  te- 
maiB  aa  laating  aa  the  livasB  they  coaaacl,  to  be  *«- 
jeyed  and  admired  aa  long  aa  genaralioDa  aro  pamil* 
led  lo  Biiat. 

The  eommitiea,  upon  tha  whale,  io  oat  d««m  il  ai- 
padient  to  recamneBd  (ha  Jnmedhte  pwa*a«l«an  of 
any  work ;  they  thJBk  thai  aamo  w^-digeat«d  ^atam 
'  ought  hereafter  to  b«  daviaMl  by  CoBgnaa,  wU^  can 
be  doae  witb  gmater  pnqvtely  whan  tha  eBraiye  and 
nalimalm  shall  haTe  been  raceivad,  by  virtna  of  Ibe 
pn^waad  bill  already  allnded  to.  I 

They  therefore  ofibr  the  following  reiolulion : 
Raehed,  That  it  ia  ineipadiant  at  preaent  lo  au- 
thorii*  the  expeniliture  of  any  money  on  any  of  the 
abject*  referred,  except  to  carry  into  effect  the  bill  la- 
ported,  entitled  "A  bill  to  procure  the  aeceasaiy  aor- 
leys,  plana,  and  ealimatea,  on  tbe  aubjeci  of  readj  and 

8BTTLEMEMT  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS. 

Mr.  Rioa  mored  that  th«  House  tike  vp  for 
cuDsideration  the  foilowing  bill : 

Be  il  enoded,  ^e..  That,  iu  the  aettlemeat  of  a«- 
connts  of  peraans  remaining  charged  on  the  books  of 
the  Third  Auditor  or  the  Treasury  with  public  mooryi 
*dvanced  prior  to  the  Erst  day  of  July,  one  thousaiMl 
eight  hundred  and  Sfleen.  tbe  proper  iccouoting  off- 
cer*  be  and  thej  are  hereby  aothortied  to  admit  to 
the  credit  of  auch  persons,  rwpeclively,  the  amount  of 
any  eipenditnrei  made  by  tbem  nhich  wera  at  tbe 
time  authorised  by  law  or  regulations,  notwilbaland- 
ing  ragalar  voudiera  for  the  same  may  not  be  pro- 
duced, if  the  impracticability  of  producing  such  vooch- 
ers  sbill  be  proTad,  to  the  aatjsfaetion  of  ihe  laid 
accounting  officers  ;  and  if  the  evidence  exhibited  in 
lieu  therrof  shall  bo  the  beat  the  nature  of  the  aevtrol 
casea  will  sdmil  of,  and  auch  as  would  b«  received  in 
courts  of  juotiee  :  Pmritkd,  neoerlheltit,  That  the 
credilB  to  be  allowed  ihalt  in  no  esse  exceed  in  amaani 


The  House  agreed  to  consider  Ihe  same ;  when— 
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Ur.  Cooke  mored  in  additHHwl  proTBo  to  tfae 
bill,  in  the  followtog  words: 

"  And  proiided,  alio,  that  Ibe  »id  accounting  offi- 
cen  ikall  not  MCMva  thn  BTidaoce  of  lb*  pwtj.  or  any 


Mr.  Roaa  opposed  the  ptoTuo.  He  did  not 
peroetve  utjr  good  Teatoo  for  excludiog  tLx  t«sii- 
moBf  ID  this  cnae  which  was  admitted  in  ordioaiy 
(sao.  Where,  he  asked  was  the  one  of  admit- 
liogiato  ihii  bill  a  new  nodeof  proof  which  aball 


go  lo  exclude  a  great  [Roponion'of  the  cUims 
which  the  bill  refers?    It  would  destroy,  I 
tended,  almoal  wholly,  the  effioacr  of  the  1 


Mr.  McCoT remarked  diat  the  bill  pots  thener- 
soas  to  whom  it  relates  on  no  other  footing  nan 
thef  now  stand  on.  The  oath  of  the  partr  wvs 
not  now  relied  on  to  prore  a  claim,  nnles*  it  was 
supported  br  eotroborative  testimony. 

Mr.  Cocke  was  unnrilliDg  that  there  should  be 
a  depariDre  in  this  case  from  the  ordinary  rule  of 
law.  Tbe  object  of  ihe  bitlwas  tointroduoeother 
lestiiBODy  thao  is  now  required  in  the  settlement 
of  accounts  at  the  Departments.  It  was  true  that 
in  the  ordinary  courts  of  justice,  in  case  of  the 
loss  of  a  paper,  the  oath  ot  a  party  or  other  infe- 
rior CTideaee  was  let  in  as  proof.  Bat  if  this  bill 
ahould  pais  without  such  a  proviso,  he  thotigfat  it 
woidd  open  too  wide  a  door,  and  woald  lead  to 
ceDBeqocncei  which  the  Uoose  ooght  to  guard 

Mr.  STaRLtNo,  of  New  York,  said,  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  could  not  have  adverted  to 
tbe  langoa^  of  the  law,  or  he  would  not  have 
SQStainMl  his  amendment  by  the  arguments  whLcb 
he  bad  ot&ied.  The  law  says,  that  no  testimony 
shall  be  received,  except  such  as  would  be  received 
in  a  court  of  juEtice.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
amendment  would  not  be  adopted,  as  it  would  go 
to  defeat  the  whole  object  of  the  bill.  He  did 
know  that  there  were  many  officers  of  the  late 
Army  who  had  suffered  extremely  in  character 
and  property,  becanse  of  not  being  aide  to  settle 
their  aceoQats,in  conaequenceof  obstacles  of  for 
merely.  Sueb  tostimooy  ought  to  be  admitted 
(be  sctllemeDt  of  accounts  as  is  the  beat  the  ci 
wilt  admit  of. 

Mr.  Waiflvi  also  expreaeed  his  hope  that  the 
amendment  wonU  not  be  agreed  to.  He  tbooght 
it  would  be  very  hard  that  a  rule  ibould  be  made 
for  the  easeof  these  oSoers  which  was  net  appUed 
to  tbe  caae  of  persons  in  civil  life  in  courts  ol  law. 
In  the  court*  of  Maryland,  and  of  most  of  the 
States,  any  pereon  baring  a  claim  against  any 
iodividuai,  was  allowed  to  establish  it  by  his 
own  ontb,  to  a  certain  amonnt.  He  did  not  see 
why  equal  justice  should  not  be  done  to  those  hav- 
ing claims  on  the  United  States,  as  if  against 
individuals — particularly  when  claiming  to  relieve 
themselves  from  unjust  charges. 

Mr.  RicB  observed  that  tbe  bill  related  only 
accounts  that  accrued  during  the  late  war,  ai 
contained  no  other  provision  than  is  every  day 
admitted  by  Congress  in  individual  cases.  It  was 
eren  more  rigid  than  laws  usually  are  in  sncb 
ca«es,  inasmuch  as  it  subjects  those  who  testify 
faiaerf  to  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury.    As 


the  law  DOW  stands,  the  oath  of  the  party  is  re- 

r'red,  even  if  he  produees  other  proof,  so  that 
proviso  woDld  rather  reUz  than  strengthen 
securities  of  the  Oovemment  against  error  er 

The  qtWEtion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cooke's 
motion,  and  the  proviso  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  tben  ordeied  lo  be  engreased  for  a 
third  reading. 

CDMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hsmpbili., 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
'  e  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Haki»ih  moved  to  take  op  the  bill  frcnn  the 
Senate  for  emting  toll-gates  on  the  Cumberland 
road;  and  the  Committee  decided  to  take  up  that 
bill— ayes  112. 

The  bill  being  before  the  House,  Messrs.  Fa£- 
RELLT,  BAKBODit,  Rhea,  and  Wrioht  delivered 
their  sentiments  against  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Hak- 

N,  Cook,  and  Trcmble,  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

After  Mr.  Rhea  had  concluded,  the  (question,  on 

e  motion  of  Mr.  Farrelly,  for  striking  ont  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  was  taken,  and  nqa- 
tived — ayes  37,  noes  75. 

Mr.  TaiMBLE  moved  a  subetitute  for  the  details 
contained  in  the  nine  first  sections  of  this  Ull, 
which  substitute  was  laid  on  the  tahle  by  him 
some  days  ago. 

Mr.  Farrelly  proposed  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  a  provision  making  it  neccaaary 
to  procure  the  assent  of  PemisylvKnia  before  pK- 
ting  up  the  ^tts  oo  the  road. 

The  motion  was  modified,  at  the  snggcMion  of 
Mr.  BABMTt-r,  so  as  to  iactude  Virginia,  and  after 
a  few  remarks  in  favor  of  the  motion,  by  the  nraver, 
and  against  it  by  Messrs.  Ross,  and  Jones,  of  Ten- 
nessee, the  question  was  taken  thereon,  and  ot^- 
tived,  by  a  large  majority. 

The  adoption  of  tlie  substitute  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  H.  Nelbok,  and  BAaaETT^  and  sapported 
by  Mr.  Trdible,  when  the  question  was  taken 
thereon,  and  the  substitute  was  adopted. 

[The  effect  of  this  amendnent  is  not  in  any 
manner  to  change  the  principle  of  the  bill,  but  to 
make  its  details  sucb  tnat  it  may  be  carried  into 
effect  wilboui  ihe  necessity  of  further  l^ialalioa.] 

Mr.  HzHPiiiLL  moved  a  fuitbcf  sectMR^  to  ^- 
OTopriaie  the  sum  of  S9,000  to  repair  the  said  road. 
The  queatioa  was  lakco  theNCD  wrthoQI  dabafe, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ma  64,  naya  Sft. 

Mr.  Pldmbb,  of  New  Hampshire,  proposed  a 
further  amendment,  the  purport  of  which  was  to 
confine  all  the  expenditures,  under  the  act,  lo  the 
moneys  eoUected  by  tolls  on  nid  road.     The 

Jnestion  was  taken  tnereon,  and  carried  without  a 
i  vision. 

Tbe  Conunitlee  then  rose,  and  reportad  the  bill 
as  amended  in  Committee. 

in  the  Honse — Mr.  Taylob  moved  to  ameed 
the  UU,  by  substituting,  in  lien  of  the  amendments 
reported,  a  provision  authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  cede  to  the  States  of  Mary- 
land,  Virginia,  and  Peno sy Ivan i a,  respectively,  all 
the  right  and  titleof  the  United  States  in  the  road 
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which  baa  been  made  from  Camberiaii(l  to  Wheel- 
ing. The  motion  was  supported  brieBf  by  ihe 
mover,  Messrs.  RsBi,  aoa  Alexakdbr  Shvtb, 
aad  opposed  hy  Messrs.  Robs,  Joneb,  of  Teanes- 
see,  and  Hendbicks. 

Mr.  Tavlor  called  Tor  the  yeas  sad  asys,  which 
were  ordered  ;  but,  before  Ihe  question  was  takeo, 
Mr.  T.  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  have  the  cea- 
sioQ  made  upon  such  terms  and  cooditions  as  shall 
insure  the  preservBtioo  of  the  road,  and  that  do 
further  tolls  shall  be  collected  therefrom  by  the 
Stales  respectively,  than  may  be  necessary  (o  keep 
the  same  m  repair. 

After  a  few  obsecTations  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland, Mr.  Bassett,  and  Mr.  Fabbelly,  the 
quesEioB  was  taken  on  Mr.  TATLoa'a  amendmeat, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negatire — 
yeas  50,  nays  103,  as  follows : 
.  Yit>— Meun.  Archer,  Baldwin,  BwMtt,  BUir, 
Boitaad,  Brawn,  Barton,  Builsr,  Cambrelens,  Can- 
Don,  Conklin^  Canner,  Crmtta,  Catbbsit,  Edwards 
of  North  Carolina,  Farrallj,  Floyd,  Gamitt,  Oist, 
Uarrey,  Uubbud,  Ktjn,  Lathrop,  Liacotn,  AlcCay, 
Mattocks,  Moore,  of  TirgiDia.Nolaan  of  Manachuwtts, 
Nelion  of  Virginia,  OTerstreet.Paiaiett,  Rrid  of  Geor- 
gia, Rfaea,  Rich,  Ruggles,  Run,  Arthur  Smith,  Alai- 
andei  Bmyth,  Steieaaoa,  Tajlor,  Thompua,  Tucker 
of  South  CaroliDi,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Van  Wyck, 
Wbite,  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  Williimi  of 
Tirgiaia,  Wilion,  WooiJ,  and  Woodcock. 

N*i»— Mewrs.  Aleiandei,  Ball,  Barber  of  Con- 
necticut, BartwT  of  Ohio,  Bajliaa,  Bijly,  Blackledge, 
Breckearidge,  Bachaoan,  Burrowa,  Caraipbell  of  New 
York,  Campbell  of  Obio,  Chambers,  Cocke,  Colden, 
Coadict,  Cook,  Cushmin,  Dane.  DarlioEton,  Den- 
isoa,  Dickinson,  Durfea,  Edd;,  Edwirdi  of  Connec- 
tienl,  Edwards  of  Pennsjliania,  Findlaj,  Fuller, 
Gebhard,  Gilmer.  Oorham,  OroH,  Hardin,  Hemphill, 
Hendricks,  Hill,  Holcomba,  Hooks.  Jackson,  F.  John- 
son, J.  T.Johnson.  Joaea  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kirk- 
land,  Leflwich,  Litchfield,  Little,  Long,  McCarly, 
HcLane,  McNeill,  McBheiry,  Mallary,  Matlack,  Mat- 
eon,  Mercer,  Metcalft,  Miinor,  Mitchell  of  Pennsjl- 
lania,  Moore  of  PeansjlTsnia,  Murra; ,  Nesle,  Nai- 
son  of  Heirland,  Newton,  Patterson  o(  Pennsylvania, 
Phillips,  ntcher,  Plumer  of  New  Hsminhlre,  Plnmsr 
of  Psnnsylianis,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Maisschusetts, 
Reed  of  Marjland,  Rochraler,  Roger),  Bob,  RushII, 
Sandeta,  Sswyer,  Scott,  Sergesnt,  Sloan,  S.  Smith, 
W.  Smith,  J.  8.  Smilh,  Steriing  of  New  York,  Stew- 
art, Sioddsrd,  Swan,  Tatnall,  Tod.Torolinion,  Tracy, 
Trimble,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Rennelaer.  Walker, 
Walworth,  Warfleld,  WUliamson,  Woodsoo,  Wor- 
man  and  WrighL 

The  question  theo  recorred  spon  a  concurrence 
in  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  Stbwabt  then  mored  toamend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding  to  the  first  section  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing proviso: 

"Pnmdtd,  That  if  any  county  through  which  the 
road  passes  shall  make  the  sams  a  county  road,  and 
keep  the  same  in  good  aad  perfect  repair  at  Ihe  ex- 
pense of  sncb  counly,  that  then,  and  in  auch  case, 
no  loll*  aball  be  collected  on  each  part  of  said  roid  «> 
kept  in  repair,  daring  the  lime  it  shall  be  so  kepi  in 
repair;  but  on  the  failure  of  aneh  county  to  keep  Ihe 
same  in  repair,  as  aferctaid,   it  ahall  Ihen  be  in  the 
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power  of  tbe  Preaident  of  the  United  Stitsa  id  tnm 
gates  Id  be  erected,  aad  tolls  to  be  collected  u  og 
other  parts  of  said  road." 

The  motion  was  supported  hy  Mr.  Stewabti 
and  opposed  hy  Mr.  Harbin,  and  lost  witbuul  i 
division. 

Mr.  Fahhelly  renewed  his  motion,  made  in 
Gommiitee  of  the  Whole,  to  amend  the  bill,  lo  u 
to  require  the  assent  of  the  States  of  Virginia  aul 
PenusylvaDiB,  to  the  erection  of  gales,  &c.;  but 
Ihe  same  was  n^vlived,  without  deMie,  bf  a  lugt 
m^ority. 

The  amendments  made  by  tbe  Committee  of  ikt 
Whole  were  concurred  in,  with  the  exception  of 
that  which  appropriates  99,000  (a  balance  renuiii- 
ing  of  tbe  appropriation  for  making  the  road)  fm 
the  repair  of  the  road ;  on  which  qaettion  Ht. 
Babbett  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  wot 
thereupon  ordered. 

Afier  a  few  remarks  thereon  by  Mr.  Baldwix 
against,  and  Mr.  Taylob  in  favor  of  this  aaund- 
ment,  the  question  was  taken  upon  agreeing  lo  ii, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  84,  nayi  71, 
as  follows: 

YaAs — Mesers.  Bsrber  of  Coaneotient,  Biteauh 
Baylies,  Bayly,  Bradtenridge,  Budianan,  Bdttowi, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cauady,  Chanibara,  Cocke,  Goat- 
liog.  Cook,  Cusbman,  Cuthbert,  Dane,  DeriinftMl, 
Dnrhifl,  Owigbl,  Edd; ,  Edward*  of  Connaetioai,  E^ 
wards  of  PenoByifania,  Findls;,  Fuller,  HardiiH  1a^ 
•e;,  Hemphill,  Hendricka,  Hill,  Hobarl,  Holowibe, 
Hnbbsrd,  Jackaon,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  JobDioB,  Jena 
of  Teonesaea,  Kent,  Kirkjsnd,  Leftwich,  Liule,  Mc- 
Cirty,  Mallary,  Mataon,  Mercu,  Metcalle,  Uilmu, 
Montgomerj,  Moors  of  Virginia,  Neale,  NcImd  <^ 
Maryland,  Newton,  Psllerson  of  Pennsytrinu,  Vta- 
son,  Plumer  o(  New  HsmpshifB,  Pluraer  of  Penoijl- 
Tiaia,  Poinsett,  Rankin.  Reed  of  Maryland,  Rich,  Ro- 
theater,  Rou.  BundeT*,  Sswyer,  Bcotl,  tjergeani,  S\ 
8.  Smith,  W.  Smith.  J.  S.  Smilh,  Stewart,  SUidi 
I'ajhtr,  Tomiinson,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Vance,  Vin  Riei- 
selaer,  Walfcer,  Walworth,  Warfield,  Whipple,  Wil- 
liams of  Virginia,  Woodson,  and  WrighL 

Nats— Messn.  Alennder,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Bill, 
Basselt,  Blackledge,  Blair,  Borland,  Brown,  BuilM, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell  of  N.  York,  Cannon,  CoUia. 
Condicl.  Conner,  Cislla,  Denison,  Dickinson,  Edoii^ 
of  North  Carotina,  Farrelly,  Flojd,  Garnett,  Gebhsid, 
Gilmer,  Gist,  Gorham,  Orasa,  Uawka,  KeTsa,  Liihioji, 
Lincoln,  LitcMelJ,  Long,  McCoy.  McNeill,  MeShenj, 
Mallack,  Mattocks,  Mitchell  of  PeanaylTinia,  Moon 
of  Pennsylvania,  Morgan,  Murraj,  Nelson  of  Mua- 
ebnsetls,  0*er*lrret,  Phillips,  Plumber,  Reed  of  Mt» 
eachnaett^  Reid  of  Georgia,  Rbea,  Rogers,  Rugtlea 
Russ,  Arthur  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  SlerJing  of 
Connecticut,  Slevenaon,  Swan,  Tatnalt,  Tbampson. 
Tod,  Tucker  of  South  Carolios,  Tucker  of  Virgini*. 
Van  Wjck,  White,  Willisms  of  North  Cardial.  Wil- 
liamson, Wilson,  Wood,  Woodcock,  and  Worman. 

Tbe  question  was  theo  taken,  Shall  the  said 
bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  lime?  and  pas^ 
ed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  88,  nays  71,  as  fulloiTs: 

Yxis — Meaeis.  Barber  of  Connecticut,  Barber  el 
Ohio,  Baleman,  Baylies,  Blackledge,  Brcckenridge. 
Bacbanan,  Barrowi,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Ciiii|i- 
bell  of  Ohio,  Caaied;,  Chambers,  Cocke,  Cook,  Coih- 

man,  Cuthberi,  Dane,  Darlington,  Dorfee,  Bwiglit. 
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Eiij,  Ednrdi  of  Nortb  Ciroliiia,  Edmrd*  ofPeDD- 
nlnmu,  Findlaj,  Fnllcr,  U*r^n.  Hein^llI,  Hen- 
diiitt,  Hill,  HobiTt,  UoleomlM,  Jsckfon,  r.  Johnion, 
J.  T.  JohnMn,  Jane*  of  Tenn«uer,  Kent,  Kirklmnd, 
UHirich,  Liltle,  McCarty,  McL^no,  Millar;,  Mttton, 
Memr,  Mclnlfe,  Milnar,  MontguiQiT;,  Moore  of  Penn- 
■TlTtnii.  Moore  of  Virginia,  Murray,  Neala.  NelaOD 
of  Midland,  Newlon,  Patlereon  of  PenDsjIranim,  Pier- 
•OD,  PJamer  of  New  Haiopahire.  Plamer  ot  Pennejl- 
Tinli,  PaJoKtt.  Rankin,  Reed  of  Marylanil,  Reid  of 
Gtorpi,  Rich,  Roehcater.  Rota,  Ruu,  Sanden,  aatrjer, 
Bntt,  Strgeaot,  Sloan,  8.  Smith.  W.  Smith,  J.  S. 
Smiib,  Bicwart,  Stoddard,  Tod,  Tomlinaoo,  Trimble, 
UpkiD,  Vanre,  Van  Rennalaer,  Walker,  Walnorlh, 
Wirfield,  Whippls,  Williams  of  Virginia,  WoodaoD, 
»il  WrigbL 

.NiTi— Mean*.  Alexander,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball, 
Bueelt,  Blair,  Borland,  ^ronn,  BurloD.  BuUer,  Caa- 
bralcBf,  Cannon,  Cdden,  Condict,  Cookling.  Conner, 
UrafU,  DenifoD,  Edward*  of  N.  Cirolini,  Gue^e.  Tar- 
ntlj,  Plojd,  Gamett,  Oebhard,  Oiit,  Qothaiu,  OrOM. 
Hinn,  Hiwka,  Hooki,  Habbtrd,  Keyei,  Lalhrnp,  Lin- 
coln, LilehSrld,  I>ang,  McCoy,  UcNvill,  McSberrr, 
MiUick,  MattoFka,  Mitchell  of  PannaylTaail,  Morgan, 
Ktlion  of  MaaiacbDietta.  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  0»er- 
■Iml.  PhiUipe,  Pitcher,  Reed  of  Manachuwtts,  Rhea, 
Rogtra,  Rggglei,  Arthur  Smith,  Alfaander  Bmyih, 
Sltrling  of  Uonneclicnl,  SteTenaon,  Swan,  Tatnall, 
Tijk>r,  TbompMn,  Tncy,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tacker  of  Virginia,  Van  Wyck.  White,  Wiltiama  of 
Nwth  Canlina,  Wiliamaon,  Wibon,  Wood,  Wood- 
Met,  and  Worman. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  tg- 

MIUTABV  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tbe  Hoaie  then  resolved  itseir  ioio  a  Comiuil- 
(ee  or  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  further  ap- 
propriaitoos  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
SlBin,  for  the  year  ]S22. 

ThequestioD  recurred  upon  Mr.  Rose's  amend- 
ment  roMr.  Cocke's  proviv),  limiting  extra  allow- 
iBces  to  the  Oovemors  of  Territories,  for  eerrices 
a:  superiaieadenls  of  Indina  affairs,  to  prospective 
pirmeii  Is. 

Tbe  question  was  taken  thereon  without  debate, 
■nd  nr^ralived,  as  was  the  origiDal  )»ovisa  of  Mr. 
Cocu,  which  wac  also  decided  in  the  nqative, 
without  a  dimloD. 

The  question  of  appropriating  0763  for  the  ex- 

Sense  incurred  in  military  courts  martial  in  the 
Ule  of  Pennsylvania,  bemg  under  consideraiian, 
Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  strike  out  the  section. 

Tbe  motion  was  sn^^rted  by  the  mover,  Mr, 
McCoT,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Smitb,  of  Msry- 
liod,  Tod,  and  McShehht,  when  the  question 
was  taken,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  CocEE  then  moved  to  amend  the  section, 
by  providing  that  the  payment  be  made  out  of  the 
mgneys  col^cted  from  military  fines  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Cocke  supported,  and  Messrs.  Milnor  and 
Bdchihar  opposed  the  amendment;  which  was 
put,  and  losL 

0[bet  appropriations  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
McCor  moved  lo  strike  out  tbe  appropriation  of 
(bout  819,000,  for  expenses  incurred  by  hoP'— 
courts  manial  in  the  State  of  New  York. 


The  motion  was  supported  b^  the  mover  and 
Mr  Williams,  of  North  Carolma,  and  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Taylor,  STBVGNBOti,  Jones,  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  CoLDEH. 

Mr.  Edwabds^  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  Cemmiitee  rise  and  report,  which  was  lost — 
yeas  40,  nays  64. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
setrlioii,  and  lost  without  a  division;  and  the  ap- 
propriation, as  recommended,  was  agreed  lo. 

Sundry  farlherappropriatioDs  having  been  agreed 
to,  Mr.  Hill  renewed  the  moiion  to  rise,  which 
was  lost  without  a  division ;  and,  after  making 
some  further  progress  in  the  bill,  Mr.  Stevenbom 
renewed  tbe  motion  to  rise  and  report ;  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  House  adjourned. 

Satuhdav,  April  27. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  to  allow  additional  compensation  to 
William  Drakeford,  a  deputy  marshal  in  South 
Carolina,  for  bis  services  in  taking  the  Fourth 
Census,  made  an  unfavorable  report  thereon ; 
which  was  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Wiui>iAMB,  from  the  same  committee,  lo 
whom  was  referred  so  much  of  a  resolution  of  this 
House,  as  directs  an  inquiry  into  tbe  late  decision 
of  the  district  court  for  the  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, between  the  United  States  and  a  public 
agent,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Qbahah  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Tuesday  next,  move  for  the  consideration  of  (be 


On  motion  of  Mr.  McShehhv,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  explanatory  of  the  act 
authorizing  the  settlement  of  theaccounis  of  Rich- 
ard O'Brien ;  and  the  same  was,  without  debate, 
ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Plomhr,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  reported  unfavorably  on 
tbe  petition  of  Thomas  Kames ;  which  report  was 
read,  and  eommilied  to  a  Cominittee  of  the  Whole. 


from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Carroll, 
of  Daddington,  and  others,  reported  the  same  with- 
out araendmenii  and  the  bill  was  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newtok,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  deputy  collectors  of  the  customs;  which 
was  twice  read,  and,  after  a  few  observations  from 
Mr.  N.,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading- 
Mr.  Edstis,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate, to  repeal  the  14th  section  of  an  act  to  reduce 
and  fix  the  Military  Peace  Establishment,  pasted 
March  2, 1631,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment; and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 
Mr.  BusuLL,  from  the  C        '  --  ■ 
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Afiairs,  nude  an  unbrotable  report  on  the  petitioo 
ofJoDathaa  Libby,  and  others;  which  was  read, 
and  agreed  lo  by  the  House. 

RETRENCHMENT  OF  EXPENDITUKEB. 

Mr.  Hardin,  fcom  the  select  committee  to>whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Hoase  directing 
an  inquiry  to  be  made  whether  anv  part  of  the 
public  expeoditures  caa  be  retreached,  without 
deirimeut  to  the  public  service,  and  whether  there 
be  aoy  offices  ot  appointments  in  the  Goveromeal 
of  the  United  States  which  hare  become  useless 
and  unnecessary,  and  can  be  dispensed  with,  fut- 
Iher  reported : 

The  mmiDiUM  stale  that,  leiy  mm>d  a&ai  Hm  on- 
mencamenl  of  the  preMot  Mfoao,  it  waa  con^eacd 
far  tha  purpoie  of  tiking  its  ilutisa  iaio  cDnaideration  ; 
that  it  was  not  a  little  paixled  in  comiog  to  a  dociiian 
upon  the  quFstian  of  What  are  the  duties  of  the  com- 
mittee T  The  rule  of  ihe  House,  lo  be  lUre,  pre»iil< 
a  verj  eilended  field  for  inquiry  ;  many  very  import- 
ant sulijecti,  by  cIbhci,  are  embraced  ;  but  subsequent 
rales  provide  for  the  appointment  of  six  sCanding 
ccnoiittees.  and  prescribe  (o  them  dnties,  seTsrally, 
nUd),  when  taken  coltecliTsly,  may  perhaps  occupy 
every  ground  upon  which  this  committee  conid  move. 
The  committee,  faoweTsr,  determined  to  institate  an 
inqniry  into  the  slate  of  the  lansby  which  tha  several 
Eieentiie  depaitments  are  organised,  with  the  view 
of  McertaiiuDg  whether  an;  imperfections  existed. 
To  tbie  end,  a  aole  was  addnssed  lo  the  sevoraJ  heads 
of  Ihe  departmants,  inclndiiig  the  Qenarat  Peat  Office, 
requesting  from  each  an  exposition  of  any  existing 
.  imperfeclions  tending  lo  the  inoeaae  of  expenditures, 
or  to  leave  the  oQicers  in  a  less  degraa  aewantable 
than  they  ongbt  to  be.  To  thia  request,  so  respectively 
made,  no  answers  were  rrceived  which  are  worthy  of 
b^DE  reported.  In  Ibe  mean  time,  great  wiliiogaeu 
had  been  displayed  by  individual  members  to  engage 
in  the  eiaminalton  of  many  subjects  which,  perhaps, 
might  fall  within  the  reope  of  Ihe  powers  ef  this,  or 
some  other  standing  committee.  This  activity  on  the 
part  of  the  members,  with  the  more  exact  infbrmatiDn 
which  they  seemed  to  be  in  poasessinn  of,  rendered  it, 
in  the  view  of  the  committee,  entirely  onnecesesry  tot 
it  to  uke  any  further  steps.  The  eomnitlee  were, 
theiafore,  for  «  coasidenMe  time,  andiely  inaotive, 
baUsving  nolhtng  would  be  necessary  Id  be  reponad 
In  it  for  the  aoiHideration  of  (he  Houee ;  and  it  was 
tke  toere  iiolincd  to  this  conrse,  beoanaa  it  is  believed 
Aat  vei;  lew.  if  any,  matters  had  been  acted  upon 
hBralAfbre  hy  the  CommiKaa  on  PubUc  "       "  ' ' 


toesicr  upon  the  examiaaiiini  of  VMnemaitssa  which, 
it  betieees,  are  propar  to  be  preaeoted  to  the  Uooas. 

The  eomnitlee  (eel  it  lo  be,  in  some  degree,  its  duty 
to  |>res«it  to  Ihe  Hooas  for  consideratiaa  the  aul^ct 
of  individual  claims  against  the  Covernment.  The 
practice  has  been  lo  present  Ihoae  claims  lo  Congress 
by  petition  ;  and  a  great  coniumplicn  of  time,  and  can- 
•eqoent  expenditure  of  money,  has  resulted  from  the 
legislation,  Ind  Ihe  ailempia  to  legislate,  upon  such 
matters :  the  rejection  of  ■  clsim  at  one  sessioo  is  no 
bar  to  ita  presentation  at  another;  so  that  it  may,  in 
Irath,  be  sfflrosed  that  legislative  inquiries  leaching 
rach  malten  sre  interminable.  The  committee  can- 
not bnl  ooBBidar  the  eonsnnspUon  of  time'  and  money 
in  legidaliBg  upan  each  matleM,  connected  with  the 
samters  which  it  has  sMsd,  •■  a  •alkraa  nS  in  our 


poliey,  demanding  the  applicaiion  of  a  fropef  ranedj, 
Uone  may  be  de>ised.  The  greater  part  of  the  dumi 
which  wo  aid  warranl  legislative  lelief  must  be  btssd 
ipon  laws  previously  existing,  but  rqecled  at  lbs  de- 
partments because  of  the  informslity  of  documentsiy 
evidence,  or  the  loaa  of  evidence,  or  the  informal  made 
of  perfornkiog  the  service  ;  or  upon  some  upcDditurs 
of  money,  loas  of  money,  or  performance  of  sar*ict, 
which  wonld,  under  all  circumstancea,  place  Ihe  nttiw 
under  an  obligation  to  compensate,  or  refund,  or  re- 
lieve, under  well-settled  inincipies  of  equity.  Altths 
cases  properly  falling  wilhio  either  of  the  abovt,M 
two  great  cluses,  it  seems  lo  the  committee  might  ba 
referred  to  the  judiciary  department  of  Ibe  Goven- 
ment  for  eistDiaation  and  decision  by  a  general  law. 
Without  intending  to  give  offence  to  membeca  of  Can* 
(teas  now  in  ssrvice,  or  Ifaose  which  have  bean  in 
service,  or  ms;  herealUr  be  in  lervioe,  hut  merely  Is 
speak  of  human  nalure  ■■'  it  is  found  to  sxiat,  ths 
committee  feel  authorized  lo  asy  that  there  is  sobs 
caoae  lo  fear  that  soiae  members  may  have,  and  that 
others  may  hereaflsr  feel  too  great  a  solicitude  to  lavsr 
the  applications  of  individuaia,  making  a  nserit  of 
doing  injustice  to  the  nation  for  the  benefit  of  inditid> 
nala  ;  and  that  others  may  have,  or  hereafter  may  issl 
too  strongly  inclined  to  reject  such  applications,  nuk- 
ing a  merit  of  economy  founded  upon  injustice-  In 
like  manner,  it  feels  authoriied  to  aay  that  then  is 
luch  spplicalions  have  baai^ 


saving  of  time,  consequently  a  great  saving  of  money. 
Sdly.  A  conHuiive  iktermination  of  malten  whidi 
may  be  urged  before  the  Ijegialature  without  end.  Sdlj. 
A  decision  by  men  not  so  directly  sulgeelad  lo  molivM 
ibr  doing  injustice.  4lhl;.  A  decision  by  man  wboss 
habits  tnd  pr«scribed  modes  of  examiniag  qnealioaa 
•re  more  faiorable  lo  a  right  decision  of  mere  qnes- 
liona  of  Uw  or  equity.  Gthly.  The  withdrawal  of 
such  subjects  from  Itie  eanuderatiaiiof  Congress  would 
enable  the  membara  lo  bestow  more  time  npon  the 
examinatioB  of  those  matters  which  cannot  be  consid- 
ered and  decided  upon  by  any  other  department  of  the 
Oovernoient. 

The  eommlltee  have  deemed  it  prt^MT  to  cat  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  Ihe  sabjeet  of  forts,  and  other 
permanent,  ststionarj,  or  fiied  defences  of  the  military 
kind.  Upon  these  snbiecls  the  committee  will  urge 
nothing  with  any  high  degree  of  confidence,  not  pio- 
fesBog  to  be  leaned  or  AUtjl  in  relatioD  to  each  But- 
ters ;  but  BOMe  eonssderatians  will,  with  diffidence,  be 
suggested.  Ths  mode  ef  eseeting  feita,  &«•>  bj  ooa- 
tract*,  is  liaUa  to  Ihe  otjeoUca  that  the  undaiUkcn 
are  ever  inlaiested  in  performing  the  work  in  a  man- 
ner less  BUbstintial  and  durable  than  their  cootiacU 
reqnire ;  snd  this  may  be  afiecled  in  some  degree, 
notwittistanding  a  very  strict  scrutiny ;  and  it  is  liable 
lo  the  further  objection  of  being  extremely  expensive. 
The  committee  are  strongly  inclined  lo  believe  that 
this  mode  of  performing  such  service  onght  to  be 
abiriished,  and  that  the  performance  of  it  oofht  to  be 
ccmmitted  to  tfae  military,  with  the  aid  of  nadi  ne- 
dianica  aa  cannot  be  found  among  the  aoldiuy,  nndsi 
the  superintendence  of  proper  officers  of  corps  of  en- 
gineera.  This  would  aieid  employment  to  ibe  •akUefi, 
and  gnaid  litem  against  the  evils  of  lAesMas  i  ui 
even  if  it  should  be  thonght  that  jnsttcn  nqsirad  tet 
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ofmodo  might  b«prodiMtne  of ■  cooaiilersblg  pgcaniarj 
nviug.  In  thi*  mode,  no  pcnon  mij  ba  auppond 
intereiitcd  is  nung  imiiropar  iiiitari&ti,  or  in  peiroim- 
JDg  labor  la  a  (loTfliily  or  unikilful  inanacr,  baeauae 
it  ma;  be  conducted  in  auch  a  manner  aa  (o  give  no 
paraon  an?  adoaUge  fraoi  such  improper  uae,  or  from 
aach  improper  norkmanahip.  Agtin  ;  the  officera  of 
the  Engineer  department,  it  vt  fair  to  anppoae,  ought 
10  ■nperiBtend  ibe  construction  of  auch  works ;  and 
if  the  change  abould  have  Ibe  effect  of  requiring  their 
attention  more  atrietly,  it  would  thereby  be  produclive 
of  beneficial  reaull*.  The  uimmitlee  believe  that 
eiamplM  of  bigh  authority  may  be  adduced  in  atippart 
of  the  change  of  policy  propMed.  It  wai  the  poUej 
ofRome,  aa  the  oommitlee  baliere,  tbrongfaoat  her  long 
coaiae  of  (QCCenTal  wtifare  with  the  variou*  nationa 
of  the  earth. 

The  committee  (tale  further,  that,  not  long  aince, 
certain  publicationa  were  inaerted  in  aome  of  the  ga- 
Mtlea  ot  the  conn  try,  ebarguig  many  acta  of  faroritiani, 
fnnd,  and  dsfilcalion  in  the  manageaient  of  thefiacai 
eoncerae  of  the  notion,  and  of  the  miaapplieaiioa  and 
unanthoticed  application  of  public  money  and  of  pub- 
lic property.  The  eomnitiee  would  neiar  believe 
vague,  declamatory  chargea  of  corraplion,  oi  of  the 
waaling  of  public  money,  worthy  of  notice,  whether 
made  in  newapapera  orelaawhere;  hut  when  they  are 
made  in  a  preciie.  definite,  and  tangible  form,  they 
are  calculatrd  to  diiqaiet  the  oiinda  of  the  people,  and 
demand  from  their  Rapresentativei  a  proper  acrutiny. 
Sach,  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  is  the  character  of 
the  pabtiotioDB  above  referred  to.  The  committee, 
then,  beliering  they  deserved  ciamination,  tletermined 
to  investigate  the  whole  of  the  said  charges  thoroughly, 
■ud  preaeot  to  the  House  a  full  view  of  the  evidence 
10  be  procured  from  the  several  branches  of  the  Exe- 
cutive depMUnent  of  the  Government,  bopiog  thereby 
to  aid  io  eienlpating  innocence,  in  preienting  the 
guilty,  if  any,  in  their  proper  colora,  and  in  ascertain- 
ing tbe  delect*  ill  the  system  of  laws  which  relate  to 
the  manageiDeot  of  the  financea  of  the  country.  The 
jnquir;  has  been  proiecuted  with  great  diligence,  and 
much  evidence  has  been  obtained  ;  but  the  comoiittee 
DOW  believe  it  will  not  be  practicalile  to  present  lo  the 
Honaa,  dnring  ibe  present  session,  a  full  and  digested 
view  of  tbe  varioas  charges  lo  which  reference  has 
been  made.  Tbe  comtoittee  will,  however,  in  general 
lerma,  atate  that  many  of  lh«  charges  are  not  wall 
founded  ;  that  some  of  the  account*  mentioned  in  tba 
gsiettea  have  been  recently  closed;  and  that  some  of 
the  balatieea  stated  as  staniling  against  individuals 
will  be  foiiDd.  upon  a  final  sutemani,  to  be  mach 
below  the  sums  now  appearing.  On  tha  othei  baud, 
the  committea  feel  cotnpelled  to  say  that  there  has 
been,  in  aome  of  the  cases,  a  degree  of  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  officera  engaged  in  the  settlement  and 
collaclioa  of  public  moneys,  Ibr  which  no  good  reason 
can  b«  assigned,  and  that  considerable  losses  will  re- 
sult tbArefrom. 

Tha  committee  have  Ihoogfat  that  the  saveial  aab- 
jecta  above  meotioneil  were  worthy  of  being  brought 
distiDctiy  U>  the  consideration  of  tha  Honau;  and, 
with   tliia   view,  tha  following  resolntiona  are  anb- 


l.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
>  iBquire  into  tha  ezpediency  of  pt««ctibing  by  law 
mods   by  whieh  all  peraone  huvuig  cliiin*  against 
17tb  Con.  Isl  Sebs^^ 


tbo  United  Btatea,  on  account  of  money  or  property, 
may  have  the  same  brought  before,  examined,  and 
decided  npon,  in  the  judicial  way,  embracing  therein 
all  cas.-i  where,  upon  a  like  state  of  facta  between  in* 
dividual  and  individual,  an  action  at  law,  or  bill  in 
equity,  would  be  sustained. 

3.  RaalBtd,  That  the  Committee  on  HiliUry  Af. 
fairs  Jo  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  alt 
laws  authorizing  the  building  of  torts,  and  erecting 
certain  other  military  defences,  by  contraeta  niude 
with  persona  not  of  tbe  Army  ;  and  of  providing,  in 
lieu  thereof,  the  most  advantsgeous  mode  of  having 
such  services  performed  by  the  labor  of  the  regular 
soldiers,  aided  by  proper  mechaoics,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  the  proper  oflicers  of  the  Anny. 

3.  Raohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  do  inqnire  into  the  expediency  of  changing 
the  eiJsting  lawa  in  relation  to  the  time  of  reporting 
balances  to  Congreaa.  B*  being  doe  from  individuals 
to  tha  United  Slalea,  ao  as  to  reqaire  such  report 
within  one  year  after  the  account  onghl,  by  law,  lo  be 
closed  ;  and  that  the  said  committee  do  also  inquire 
into  the  eipeUiency  of  prescribing  bj  law  a  mora 
eSactnal  mode  of  taking  saretiea  &om  ue  officers  con- 
cerned in  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  publjo 
moneys,  embracing  a  mode  of  renewing  the  obliga- 
tions of  auch  officera  periodically  ;  and  that  the  said 
commiiiGo  do  alao  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pn>- 
viding  by  law  for  the  forfeiture  of  offices  in  relation 
to  tbe  collection  o(  the  revenue,  and  the  disburaemant 
thereof,  on  account  of  certain  specified  Omissions  and 

Mr.  HiRDiN,  froia  the  Committee  on  Reirencb- 
meat,  repotted  the  following  bill; 

fie  U  tnadtd,  Jtc.,  That  it  ahall  be  lawful  for  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  Pre  aide  lit  of  the  United  States,  to  malts  such  dim- 
position  of  tha  poblic  money,  due  by  the  banks  whioh 
have  suspended  payment,  and  uaualjy  denominated 
apecial  deposite,  as  may  be  deemed  mostadvantageoua 
to  the  public  interest :  Pronded,  That  no  disposition 
shall  be  m^de,  which  shall  not  bo  calculated  lo  insure 
tbe  payment  into  tbe  Treasury  of  the  principal  sums 
at  this  time  dne  by  the  Bank  of  Kentucky  and  its 
branches,  tbe  Bank  of  Vincennea,  tbe  Bank  of  Mia- 
aonri,  the  Bank  of  Bdwardsvilte,  the  German  Bank  of 
Wooater,  the  Bank  of  Muskingum,  tbe  Miami  Export- 
ing Company,  the  Bank  of  Oineinnati,  tha  Parroen^ 
Ucdianics,  sad  Manofacturers'  Bank  of  Chilicolhe, 
the  Fanners'  Bank  of  Canton,  the  Lebanon  Miami 
Baakiug  Company,  the  Union  Bank  of  Pennqrlrauia, 
theBadfuid  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  lh«Centt«B«Dkof 
Pennaylvaoia,  tbe  Hnutlngdoo  Bank  of  Penn^lvanit,  ' 
and  the  BIkloa  Bank  of  Maryland. 

Tbe  bill  hafing  beea  twice  read, 

Mr.HARDiN  said  that,  oDaacertnining  tbe  amount 
of  unavailable  funds,  inquirjr  bad  been  made  whe- 
ther tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  felt  himself  at 
liberty  to  make  ibese  funds  available  on  the  beat 
terms  on  nbicb  they  could  be  disposed  oT.  Tbat 
officer  was  apprebensive  tbat  he  had  do  mieh 
power.  The  committee  then  requested  him  to 
prepare  a  bill  which  should  be  sufficient  to  an- 
swer the  purpose;  and  the  bill  now  reported  by 
the  committee  had  been  prepared  accordingly. 
That  bill,  Mr.  H.  said,  did  not  embrace  all  the 
unarailaUe  funds  in  tbe  Treasury.  There  wne 
deposites  in  several  banks,  the  Brandywine  Bank, 
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tbe  HunlsTiUe  Bank,  A«.,  which  wore  not  era- 
braced  \a  tbis  bill.  The  reason  whjr  ihef  were 
Dot  embraced  in  il  was,  chat  the  Secrelarf  of  the 
Treasury  inroTDied  the  House  that  he  betiered,  Id 
Iheordioarr  course  of  things,  the  money  due  from 
ibem  could  be  realized  without  any  special  pro- 
TJaioo  DO  the  subject.  As  he  supposed  the  bill 
would  not  be  objected  to,  he  moved  that  it  be  en- 
grossed, aed  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Rankin  said  that  tbe  subject  of  tbis  bill 
bftd  been  before  a  committee,  of  which  he  was  a 


iBember,  who,  faaring  investigated  it,  thought  it 
would  be  iuexpedieDt  at  tbis  time  to  act  upon  iL 
It  was  a  matter  well  known,  that  some  of  the 
banks  were  getting  much  belter  than  they  were, 
Kod  that  it  would  be  disadvantageous  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  to  dispose  of  their  paper,  &c^  at  Ibis 
time.  Many  of  the  banks  whose  paper  was  held 
by  the  Treasurr,  were  known  to  be  broken  be- 
yond tbe  po.ssibiUty  of  recorery.  He  therefore 
thought  il  was  better  not  to  make  any  disposition 
whatever  of  this  paper.  He  was  not,  however, 
tenacious  of  his  opinion  ;  but  he  hoped  the  geo- 
tlemao  would  not  press  the  bill,  but  let  it  lie  on 
tbe  table  for  the  present;  and  Mr.  R.  made  a 
motion  for  that  purpose,  which  he  subsequently 
withdrew. 

Mr.  Cook  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  commit- 
tee's reporting  this  bill.  The  subject,  he  said,  did 
not  come  within  the  powers  of  that  committee.  It 
bad  no  right  to  make  such  a  report.  The  objects 
for  which  it  was  appointed  were  specific — to  in- 
quite  what  offices  iu  the  Oovemmeot  were  unne- 
c«mary,  and  what  expenses  could  be  retrenched. 
No  power  beyond  this  was  (tiven  to  them.  Why, 
tben,  did  they  report  (his  bijil  The  subject  of 
thi*  report  had  been  specially  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands ;  and  the  gentleman's 
CDinraittee  must  have  great  anxiety  to  report  bills 
to  take  a  subject  from  the  eommiiiee  that  is  ape- 
■cially  authorized  to  act  upon  it.  Mr.  C.  said  he 
was  not  only  surprised  at  tbe  repoit  on  that  ao- 
<ouDl,  but  he  was  surprised  that  the  bil!  should 
iuve  beeo  reported  at  all  for  the  reason  assigned, 
thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bad  requested 
^  because  he  had  not  already  lbs  necessary  power. 
For,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  already  exercised  the 
IMWer.  He  had  papers  in  bis  baud,  both  printed 
Bad  manusoript,  showiog  that  be  bad  received 
from  the  Bank  of  Vinceanea  S40,00D  in  bom'     ' 

individuala  atsigned  to  the  United  SUies  in 

charge  of  moneys  due  from  il.  When  heexpressed 
bis  surprise  at  this  report,  it  was  with  the  qualifi- 
cation that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had,  in 
afepori  to  the  House,  expressed  the  same  opinion 
as  that  which  he  bad  given  to  the  committee. 
The  question  embraced  by  tbis  bill,  he  considered 
very  important,  as  involving  not  only  a  largi 
amount  of  money,  hut  also  the  character  of  Ini 
Ooverument.  It  ought,  therefore,  lo  be  delib- 
erately considered,  and  for  that  purpose  he  moved 
that  the  bill  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  thi 
Whole. 

Mr.  Hardin  said,  he  would  correct  the  gentle- 
man in  one  particular.  He  did  not  state  that  the 
SecMiary  of  the  Treasury  had  requested  tbe  bill 


to  bereporled,  but  that  the  committee  bad  T*qtKst- 
ed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  prepare  it. 
There  was,  Mr.  H.  said,  something  like  seven  or 
eight  thousand  dollars  of  this  depreciated  money 
or  unavailable  funds.  Someof  it  was  deoreciated 
70  per  cent.  In  the  Edwardsville  Bank  there  wis 
about  S^iOOQ,  which,  according  to  iDformation 
derived  from  tne  gentleman  from  Illinois  himself, 
depreciated  34  per  cent.  It  was  indispensa- 
ble, be  thought,  that  tbe  House  should  act  upon 
tbe  snhject ;  and  he  wished  that  it  might  be  acted 
upon  before  the  paper  was  depreciated  so  low  that 
nothing  at  all  could  be  got  for  iL  Mr.  H.  then 
moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  with  the  int^ 
mation  that,  on  Monday  or  Tuesday  next,  ht 
would  move  to  call  it  up.    Cairied. 

PRESIDENTIAL  DISTRICTS  PROPOSED. 


Retahed,  by  Iht  Senate  and  Route  of  Rtpretenle- 
Mt  of  the  tmited  Stata  of  America  in  Congrtu  at- 
mbkd.  That  Iha  fallowing  pioposiliona  ^allhe  sub- 
mitted to  tha  Legislator**  of  the  (even]  Btstes,  si 
unenilinaota  to  tha  National  ConMitutian,  which,  if 
ratified  by  three-fbanha  of  the  gaid  Legialataraa,  ihill 
immedistalj  thereafler  b«  valid,  lo  all  intanti  and  pur- 
poaesi  as  psrt  of  the  said  Conatitn^on. 

1.  Tbe  United  Slates  ahall  be  divided  into  four  sec- 
tions, to  be  Btyled  Preaidantiat  Sactlona,  in  the  foUoT- 
ing  mannei,  viz:  Maine,  Neir  Rampihire, Maaacliu- 
aetta,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Vermont,  aDdlfcw 
York,  aball  conilituta  one ;  Nevr  JenMj,  Pennajlnnit. 
Delsware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  ahall  constitute 
another ;  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alahama,  Misiiuippj,  LouUisna,  and  Tasnesaee,  ihsll 
eonatiluts  another;  and  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Ibdiaasi  II- 
linoia,  and  Miaaouri,  shall  txinatitule  anothar. 

5.  That,  immediately  afler  the  neit  election  of  a 
Prcaiilent  of  Ihe  United  Stales,  the  said  acctions  ahall 
ba  deaignated  by  nombers  in  Ihe  iolkiwing  manner, 
viz :  The  reiiilenee  of  tbe  peraon  recanllj  elacUd  as 
PresldBnt,  ahall  be  delennined  by  itie  Joint  vote  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Repreaonlclives  of  iha  United 
Statea,  and  tbe  aeclion  ivithin  which  ha  reaidea  as  a 
eititen,  shall  be  atyled  the  First  Preaidential  section; 
and  the  number  of  each  of  tbe  other  sactiona  ahall  b« 
determined  by  a  lottery  drawn  by  the  Preaident  of  tbe 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  iha  House  of  Rcpreaentatlves, 
in  the  preaenca  of  the  members  of  Ihe  two  Hons(a,in 
the  Hall  of  Repreaentalivea ;  and  thereafter  each  aec- 
lion shall  be  designated  by  its  nomber  ao  drawn. 

3.  That  forever,  after  tbe  sections  are  ao  deugnated, 
a  Preaident  of  tha  United  Sutea  shall  b«  elected  from 
tha  aeetiona,  respectl'iely,  in  rotation,  the  first  being  a 
citizen  of  tbe  aecoud  aectioo ;  the  second  eledioD  Is 
be  of  a  citizen  of  the  third,  and  ao  on  aa  to  thehighest 
number :  and  then  of  tbe  firat,  and  so  on,  as  befcra 
menliooeil,  in  regular  rotation. 

4.  That  any  Sute  he reafUr  admitted  into  the  Union, 
■hall  ba  conaidered  aa  a  perl  of  that  aection  on  which 
it  biiula  by  ths  greataat  extent  of  ita  bonndary. 

6.  That,  whenever  it  is  ascertained  by  the  censu> 
of  UiB  United  Statea  that  any  aectiDn  eonlaina  double 
tha  repreaanted  nnmbera  of  the  aeclion  conlaining 
the  loweat  repreaanted  nambera,  •neb  section  diall  be 
divided  by  Congreaa,  and  the  nnmbera  of  each  deter- 
mined by  lolteiy,  a*  before  directed,  the  one  aectioa 
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This  jesolntioD  having  been  Tead — 

Mr.  M.  said  he  did  not  eipecl  to  call  up  this 
pcoposilioD  for  eoDsideration  until  ibe  next  B««sioD 
of  Congreaa.  He  submitted  it  now  to  bring  it  to 
th«  >iew  of  the  Hook  and  of  the  naliaD  ;  and, 
howerer  laugbabie  it  might  appear  to  some  gen- 
ttnaeD,  be  considered  it  a  very  serious  mailer. 
H«  did  not  say  bow  he  should  himself  rote  upon 
it;lHit  he  considered  it  an  afiait  of  great  moment, 
nil  worthy  of  being  considered,  as  well  by  the 
maubcfs  ofthis  House  m  by  the  people  gc^ierally 
—and,  unlesa  an  entire  change  should  be  made 
io  his  Tiefra  of  ike  subject,  he  should  call  it  up  at 
tbe  oeit  session. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
■ccordinglf. 

COMPENSATION  BILL. 

Mr.  Hahuin  called  for  the  coQsideration  of  the 
bill  reducing  the  compensation  of  Senators  and 
R^resentB lives  in  Congress,  &c. 

Mr.  Walwobtb  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  ;  which  were  taken  accordingly, 
■nd  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  123,  nays  31. 

So  the  Hoiise  agreed  to  consider  the  same;  and 
the  first  section  otthe  bill  being  under  conaidera- 

Mr.  Baldwin  mored  so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to 
reduce  the  daily  compensation  of  the  members  of 
Congress  from  sijt  to  four  dollars. 

Oq  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 

Mr.  BiLDWiK  said,  he  did  not  make  this  motion 
to  destroy  the  bill.  He  never  bad  acted, and  never 
would  SCI,  In  that  way.  But  be  made  the  motion 
from  a  strong  conviction  of  the  propriety  of  the 
amendmeui.  The  House  had  decided  to  reduce 
the  mileage  one  half.  From  the  beginning  of  the 
Goveniinent  it  bad  been  thought  that  twenty  miles 
of  travelling  was  equal  to  one  day's  attendance, 
and  ought  to  be  equally  compensated.  He  him- 
self knew,  from  experience,  that  more  money 
could  be  made  by  members  from  their  daily  pay 
ibsD  from  the  mileage.  Having  reduced  the  one, 
be  would  reduce  the  other;  not  that  he  ibouglii 
six  dollars  per  day  too  high  a  compensation.  On 
the  contrary^  be  thought  it  too  low.  But,  in  the 
decisious  of^  the  House  upon  the  subject,  there 
ou^ht  to  be  something  like  consistency  and  pro- 
Mr.  WniaHT  justified  the  change  which  had 
_beea  made  in  the  allowance  for  mileage  as  neces- 
'saty  to  equalize,  in  some  degree,  the  compensation 
of  those  who  live  at  a  distance  and  those  who  re- 
side nearer  to  the  Seat  of  Government,  He  re- 
gretted that  the  subject  of  their  own  compensa- 
tion had  been  in  any  way  brought  into  discussion, 
when  the  people  do  not  require  it.  But  what 
reason  was  ihtre,  thai,  on  the  plea  of  mileage,  the 
seal  of  one  member  should  be  so  much  roore  pro- 
fitable than  another  7  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  agree  Is  this  proposition,  either  on  its  own 
merits,  or  an  the  demerits  of  the  amendment 
which  had  already  been  made  respecting  mileage. 


Mr.  JoMEB,  of  Tennessee^  said  he  should  not 
have  spoken  on  this  subject,  were  it  not  that  the 
vote  he  should  give  oninis  motion  might  appear 
to  be  inconsistent  with  bis  seneial  course  in  rela- 
tion to  this  bill.  With  his  iriend  from  MaxyUnd, 
he  was  very  sorry  that  this  question  bad  been 
again  brought  before  the  nation.  For  one,  hie 
would  say  that,  however  low  the  finances  migltt 
be,  if  the  people  did  not  require  the  reduction  of 
the  pay  of  ibeinembers,  be  was  sure  the  good  of 
the  country  did  not  require  it.  He  should  vote, 
however, for  the  amendment  nowbefore  Ibe  Ho|ise 
for  two  reasons:  First,  because  of  the  reductioii 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  mileage.  As  it  now 
stood,  unless  the  roads  in  Tennessee  were  much 
better  than  usual,  he  should  make  one  dollar  and 
a  half  per  day  whihit  travelling.  It  was  a  fact 
very  wcJl  known,  too,  that  in  proportion  to  the  dis- 
tance which  a  man  lives  from  the  city,  is  the 
sacrifice  be  has  to  make  in  coming  here.  We, 
said  be,  who  come  from  a  distance  of  seven,  or 
eight  hundred  miles,  have  to  surrender  every  thing 
at  home.  The  mileage,  therefore,  ought  not  to 
have  been  reduced  as  it  nad  been,  unl^  the  pay 
was  to  be.  reduced  in  the  same  pToporlion.  Mr.  J. 
said  be  should  vote  ioi  Mr.  BAi.nwiH'a  amend- 
ment for  another  reason.  If,  indeed,  said.he^  the 
principle  is  to  he  established,  that  we  shall  receive 
for  our  compensation  no  more  than  is  just  enough 
to  support  us  here,  and  bring  and  carry  us  bade, 
let  us  come  down  tu  the  sum.  I  can  live  here 
upon  four  doUars  per  day,  and  I,  perhaps,  live  as 
extravagantly  as  any  other  member.  If  we  ate  to 
ceive  more  than  four  dollars  per  day,  let  us  go 
something  that  is  decent.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  reduction  at  all,  and  would  state  in  his  place. 
what  he  would  desire  hi;!  constituents  to  near: 


luuch  pleasure  as  be  ever  gave  a  vote  in  this 
House,  to  raise  the  pay  of  the  members  higher 
than  it  now  is.  It  was  the  wish  of  his  heart  to 
this  Congress  continue  to  be  independent — 
that  it  should  never  be  filled  with  a  moneyed 
arisiDciacy,  by  stockholders,  &c.  Surawsc  the 
fact  of  the  occurrence  of  another  war.  And  su^ 
the  fact,  also,  that  we  should  not  get  out  of^it 
Mn  as  we  got  out  of  Ibe  last,  but  it  should 
continue  for  as  long  a  time  as  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution did.  What,  then,  would  be  the  amount  of 
the  public  debt,  or  stock?  Who  would  hold  it? 
Those  who  fought  your  battles?  No;  a  very  dif- 
ferent class  of  people!  Who,  then,  would  come 
to  Congress?  This  House  would  be  half  filled 
with  stockholders.  We  shall  heat  as  much  noise 
about  republicanism  and  patriotism  as  now;  but 
it  wilt  be  an  empty  name — a  shadoi*  only  of  the 
reality.  If  the  finances  of  this  country  would 
permit  him,  he  repealed,  he  would  vote  to  taise 
the  pay.  Suppose  that  the  pay  of  Congress  should 
be  reduced  lo  preciselv  what  you  now  pay  the  hire- 
ling, who  does  daily  tabor  for  you.  What  would 
be  the  consequence?  What  is  even  now  the  fact? 
No  man,  unless  he  be  a  man  of  fortime,  can  main- 
tain a  seat  in  this  House.  I  am  very  glad,  said 
he,  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
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made  this  motiaa,  I  mHiuiain  that  I,  extrava- 
gant  as  iny  notions  are,  ea«  lire  upon  four  dollars 
a  day,  end  it  is  only  just  to  Jbose  members  who 
tiaTe  to  trarel  far  to  get  here,  10  equalize  the  pay 
somewhat  to  ihe  allowance  for  travelling.  With 
that  allowance,  Mr.  J.  said,  he  should  he  able  to 
get  home — thouch  he  might  hare  for  the  purpose 
to  draw  00  otSer  resources  than  those  of  the 
public,  &c. 

Mr.  P*TTEBS0H,  of  New  Yorkj  was  in  favor  of 
die  Hmendment,  but  not  for  the  reasons  which  had 
been  assigned  by  the  mover.  For,  Mr.  P.  said,  he 
was  averse  to  legislating  on  his  own  pay.  He 
had  some  doubts  whether  he  had  any  rlKDt  (O  vote 
upon  the  subject ;  because,  by  a  rule  of  Uie  House, 
no  member  has  a  right  to  vote  upon  any  gnestioQ 
in  which  he  is  jersonallv  interested.  He  was 
averse  to  the  principles  of  tola  bill  from  beginning 
to  end.  He  had  no  idea  of  coming  here  to  valne 
himself.  It  was  a  matler  heretofore  settled  for 
him  by  others,  and  he  was  willing  it  should  re- 
main so.  If  it  was  to  be  disturbed  at  all,  he  was 
willing  to  reduce  the  pay  to  the  lowest  possible 
amount  for  which  a  member  can  pay  his  expenses 
here.  He  was  willing  to  come  here  for  nothing  j 
for  it  was  an  honoraUe  office  to  represent  thirty- 
five  thousand  free  men.  But,  if  he  was  to  receive 
pay,  he  expected  such  as  would  be  an  honorable 
and  respectable  compensation.  If  his  constiracnts 
were  dissatisfied  with  his  receiving  such  a  com- 
pensation, they_  were  not  worthy  of  an  independ- 
ent representative  on  this  floor.  But  he  believed 
the  ceople  of  this  country  were  not  of  that  grade 
of  character,  that  they  were  either  unwilling  or 
afraid  to  pay  their  representatives  for  their  ser- 
vices. He  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  be- 
cause. If  the  compeosaiion  was  to  be  reduced,  he 
would  ^o  at  ODce  to  the  point  of  bare  competency 
for  subsistence. 

Mr.  Flotd  was  opposed  to  the  amendment. 
He  did  not  think  that,  because  there  was  an  im* 
propriety  in  one  part  of  the  bill,  another  incorrect 
feature  ought  to  Be  given  to  it.  He  did  not  think, 
to  be  sure,  that  those  gentlemen  who  travel  here 
with  so  much  ease  by  means  of  steamboats  and 
stages,  were  very  good  judges  of  what  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  those  who  journey  laboriously  over 
the  rugged  roads  of  the  interior.  He  was  particu- 
larly surprised  that  the  reduction  of  the  mileage 
should  have  had  the  countenance  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  who  .10  eloquently  decFaimed 
on  the  munificence  of  the  allowance  to  the  judges 
of  his  State,  &c.  As  to  the  independence  of  this 
House,  which  had  been  spoken  of,  Mr.  F.  said  it 
was  his  belief  that  this  House  never  would  be 
more  independent  than  it  was  at  present;  and,  if 
it  retained  ihe  same  degree  of  independence,  it 
would  get  along  pretty  well.  Eight  dollars  per 
day  haa  not  secured  10  this  House  more  indepen- 
dence than  six  dollars  had  formerly  done.  He 
would  not  say  that  the  Executive  had  influence 
here ;  every  gentleman  doubtless  felt  himself  indc- 

Sodent:  but  that  the  Executive  has  influence, 
r.  F.  said,  was  certain.  If  you  go  into  public 
places,  yon  may  see  it  written  on  the  foreheads  of 
men — /  vxmt — I  tcUl  acerpt — give  to  mt.    If  we 


want  really  to  get  hack  to  first  principleit,  said  Mr. 
F.,  to  an  honest  administration  of  the  concerns  of 
the  country,  let  us  get  as  near  to  it  as  we  can 
without  overreaching  oor  object.  If,  however, 
the  amendment  now  under  considentioo  should 
be  adopted,  il  would  be  no  reason  why  he  should 
vole  against  the  bill.  If  he  could  not  get  the 
whole  system,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  he 
wonid  yel  not  be  deterred  from  voting  for  the  bill 
by  these  amendments. 

Mr.  HAaoiK  rose  to  explain  the  course  and  ob- 
jects of  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment.  When 
that  committee  was  first  organized,  which  was  in 
February,  it  was  not  expected,  nor  did  the  com- 
mittee believe  that  they  could  get  the  necessary 
measures  of  retrenchment  before  Congress  in  time 
to  act  upon  them  at  the  present  testion.  AAer 
examining  the  finances  of  the  nation,  in  the  most 
impartial  manner,  the  committee  were  of  opinion 
that,  to  enable  the  Government  to  apply  to  the 

[lublic  debt  a  sinking  fund  of  eight  millions  of  dol- 
ars,  it  was  necessary  to  increase  the  revenue  from 
customs,  and  to  retrench  the  expenditure  of  the 
Government.  The  Object  of  the  committee  was 
not  to  cut  down  any  01  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  Government,  nor  to  carry  the  retrenchment 
further  than  a  reduction  of  salaries,  &,c.,  to  what 
they  were  seven,  eight,  or  ten  years  ago — to  what 
they  were  before  ihey  were  increased  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depreciation  of  money.  Afier  the 
committee  had  reported,  they  felt  themselves  so 
situated  that,  from  personal  respect  lo  themselves, 
they  were  obliged  to  bring  this  subject  now  before 
the  House,  although  it  had  been  no  part  of  their 
original  plan.  Those  members,  Mr.  H.  aaid,  who 
were  in  ravor  of  returning  to  old  principles,  ought 
not  to  go  below  them,  if  they  did,  they  would 
disorganize  the  whole  system  of  retrenchment.  If, 
however,  the  compensation  were  voted  down  to 
one  dollar  per  day,  be  pledged  his  honor  and  rep- 
utation that  he  would  vote  for  it.  But,  as  far  as 
the  House  might  be  di^iposed  to  return  to  old  prin- 
ciples, he  trusted  it  would  resist  every  attempt  to 
go  below  the  report  of  the  committee.  In  relation 
ID  the  qnestion  of  mileage,  he  had  voted  against 
the  reduction  of  it,  as  he  should  do  against  the 
present  motion,  because  both  amendments  have  tt 
tendency  10  bring  down  the  retrenchment  below 
the  reason  of  the  measure.  Mr.  H.  said  he  knew 
that  what  would  be  saved  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill  was  but  a.  drop  in  Ihe  ocean  of  expenditure, 
as  it  would  amount  only  to  some  eighty  or  ninety 
(housand  dollars  annually.  But  it  was  necessary 
that  this  House  should  set  the  example  by  begin-  - 
ning  with  its  own  compensation-^not  that  eight 
dollars  per  day  was  too  much,  for  he  had  told  liis 
constituents  over  and  over  again  that  he  did  not 
think  even  ihe  $1,500  per  annum  was  too  high  a 
comnensaiion  for  members  of  Congress.  This  bill 
had  been  reported,  not  that  the  committee  believ»] 
the  compensation  of  the  members  was  now  too 
high,  or  that  it  would  bean  item  of  saving  of  any 
great  importance  to  the  Treasury,  but  that  it  was 
evidently  necetsary  to  begin  with  themselves  this 
holy  war  upon  compensations.  But,  because  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  he  was  opposed  to  this 
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amendmeoi.  If  you  lose  one  arm,  >*id  be,  will 
^ou  therefore  cm  off  the  other  1  Mr.  H.  Mid  he 
ulended  himself,  if  nobody  else  did,  to  more  to 
reeoounit  the  bill,  with  instructions  to  the  cdm- 
mittee  to  restore  the  mileage  to  what  it  was  re- 
ported at,  vizi  six  dollars  for  everr  twenty  miles 
travel.  If  this  bill  were  presented  lo  the  House 
as  a  measure  per  as,  without  any  other,  he  would 
vote  against  ii  himself;  for  he  did  verily  believe, 
and  always  bad  believed,  that  the  members  of 
CoDgiess  were  the  worst  paid  officers  in  this  Gov- 
ernment for  the  labor,  tacrifice«,  and  privations, 
they  had  lo  undergo. 

Mr.  MoHTflOHBBY  could  not  perceive  what 
great  good  effect  the  system  of  retreaabment  would 
have.  The  policy  ot  the  country,  he  would  ad- 
mit, should  be  bounded  by  iu  means.  But  has 
the  Governmeot  found  it  necessary  to  abandon 
any  pun  of  its  essential  establishments  for  want 
of  those  mcansi  By  lookiog  at  the  slate  of  the 
duties  upon  imports  and  tonnage  in  the  years  1815, 
1816,  and  1817,  he  observed  that  be  believed  that 
jt  might  be  satisfactorily  proved  that  the  people 
paid  riltle  if  any  portion  of  the  revenue  upon  those 
subjects ;  that  toe  importations  in  those  yean  have 
been  exorbitant;  that  the  importers  bad  secured 
and  paid  the  revenue  to  the  Government ;  had 
sold  the  merchandise  at  a  toss,  even  beyond  the 
aLinouni  of  the  revenue ;  and  that  the  people  bad  | 
greatly  injured  themselves  by  baying  good  bat- 
gains.  And  now  we  are  called  upon  to  do  injus- 
tice to  the  officers  of  the  Govemmeut,  in  order  to 
favor  the  revenue.  Mr.  M,  did  not  perceive  thai 
that  course  was  necessary.  To  raise  two  or  three 
miUions  by  taxation  was  not  very  oppressive,  and 
that,  with  the  imposts  and  tonnage,  and  sales  of' 
the  public  lands,  would  be  sufficient,  in  his  opi- 
nion, to  reduce  the  public  debt,  without  doing 
injustice  to  any  body.  But  gentlemen  seem  de- 
termined to  make  their  system  of  retrenchment 
square  with  the  revenue.  Mr,  M.  said,  his  policy 
would  be  to  bring  up  the  revenue  to  the  necessary 
-expenses  of  the  Government.  He  did  not  know 
that  any  of  the  officers  of  t  be  Government  received 
too  much.    It  was  very  evident  that  .they  do  not 

Sow  rich  on  their  salaries.  The  question  on  the 
[1  before  the  House,  he  said,  was  not  of  that 
dignified  character  thai  be  could  wish  to  see.  It 
looked  too  much  like  the  play  of  little  boys,  who ' 
strike  each  others'  knuckles  to  sea  which  can  stand 
it  the  longest.  But,  in  regard  to  this  point  of 
honor,  he  would  no  ibe  behindhand.  He  would 
vote  lor  tbe  four  dollars.  If  the  mere  honor  of 
being  members,  and  compensation  equal  to  the 
ordinary  expenses  were  alone  to  be  considered, 
ibur  dollars  misht  be  enough;  but  such  a  policy 
would  commit  the  legislation  of  tbe  country  to  the 
nabobs  of  the  land — men  who  would  be  pleased 
to  come  here  to  show  their  catrhges,  with  their 
riders  before  and  riders  behind,  &e. ;  and  a  great 
portion  of  the  most  skilful  business  men  of  the 
eoaniiy  would  not  come,  because  they  must  do  it 
at  a  great  sacrifice.  Otuers  might  be  willing  to 
come,  because  they  could  not  do  better  at  home. 
If,  indeed,  men  were  worth  any  thing  at  home,  il 
was  very  evident  that  they  would  not  come  here 


for  less  than  eight  doUsrs.  There  mighE  be  some 
deputy  sheriffs,  constables,  &c.  who  could  work 
even  for  one  dollar  per  day  at  home,  and  ptobaUy 
tbey  would  be  willing  lo  come  here  for  a  reduced 
compensation-  But  as 'it  was  part  of  a  system, 
and  a  point  of  honor  to  begin  with  this  House,  be 
should  vote  for  the  reduction  proposed. 

Mr.  CoLOBM  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  a  disctu- 
sion  of  the  subject,  but  only  to  explain  his  reasons 
for  the  vote  he  should  give.  He  would  vote  for 
the  four  dollars.  It  seemed  to  be  admitted  that 
no  man  ought  to  lose  money  by  coming  to  Con- 
gress; butil  was  very  certam  that  no  man  could 
bring  with  bim  any  part  of  his  fvnily,  and  live 
decently,  for  a  less  compensation  than  eight  dol- 
lars. If  a  member  is  a  bachelor,  and  has  nobody 
to  support  but  himself,  be  can  doubtless  live  on 
less  than  eight  dollars ;  but  a  man  who  has  a 
family,  and  contemplates  bringing  such  part  of  it 
as  may  be  necessary  to  his  comfort,  will  be  able 
to  save  nothing  from  the  present  allowance.  But, 
as  four  dollars  was  enough  for  the  support  of  ba- 
chelors, or  those  who  live  like  bachelors,  and  six 
dollars  was  not  enough  for  the  expenses  of  those 


Mr.  Campsbli.,  of  Ohio,  thought  it  was  correct 
legislation  10  adapt  our  expenses  to  our  ciicum- 
staoces,  as  much  in  public  as  in  private  lifej  and, 
if  a  man's  situation  was  such  as  requited  a  reduc- 
tion in  bis  style  of  Living,  it  became  an  imperioits 
duty  upon  him  to  reduce  it.  Instead  of  four  horses, 
he  should  drive  but  two,  &c.  Mr.  C.  was  dis- 
posed to  reduce  rather  than  to  tax.  The  sentle- 
man  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  UoNTooiisav)  had 
takep  the  strong  ground  that  it  may  be  expedient 
to  resort  lo  taxation  to  defray  the  expensesof  Gov- 
ernment in  a  time  of  peace.  To  this  doctrine  be 
(Mr.  C.)  could  not  assent.  He  would  make  every 
effort  to  retrench  before  he  would  appeal  to  this 
last  resorL  And,  until  that  has  been  done,  the 
people  would  not  consent  to  be  taxed.  They 
would  not  be  able  nor  willing  to  pay  direct  or  in- 
ternal taxes  during  peace,  especially  as  they  know 
the  immense  proportion  of  it  which  is  absorbed  in 
the  expense  of  collecting  it.  Mr.  C.  had  voted 
heretofore  against  raisiof;  salaries,  because  be  knew 
bow  diffiault  it  was  alterwards  to  reduce  them, 
and  he  contended  that  a  peru>a  could  live  even  in 
this  extravagant  city  on  the  sum  proposed  i  and 
perhaps  they  would  spend  all  they  could  get  even 
if  their  compensation  was  raised }  so  it  was  no 
conclusive  argument  that  salaries  were  not  too 
high,  as  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Montoohebv) 
seemed  to  suppose,  even  that  those  who  enjoyed 
them  did  not  become  rich.  Mr.  C.  was  not  dis- 
posed to  reduce  the  salaries  so  low  as  to  expel  the 
incumbents  from  office.  But  be  was  iu  favor  of  a 
moderate  reduction.  If  20  per  cent,  is  taken  from 
a  clerk,  he  may  say  he  cannot  live  on  his  salary. 
If  Ibis  be  true,  what  is  the  consequence  7  He  wUl 
resign  ;  and  to-morrow  there  are  one  huitdred  ap- 
plicants for  the  reduced  office,  and  who  in  a  short 
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the  present  was  before  the  House,  he  fMr.  C.)  had 
sdTocated  its  p&ssaee;  and  be  was  tnea  charged 
hj  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Habdin)  who  originated 
this  bill,  with  doing  «o  for  the  purpose  of  aci  ~  ~ 
plisbiog  B  certain  object,  hot  explicitly  named 
fiilly  understood.  Mr.  C.  would  not  now  retort 
upon  that  gentlentan  by  impatiag  to  him  any 
aach  object  now  as  he  had  imputed  to  others  then. 
He  would  presume  that  he  was  convinced  of  his 
error,  and  that  Ibis  bill  was  the  frait  of  that  con- 
▼ietion.  IMr.  C.  believed  that  retrenchment  was 
indispensable  to  the  payment  of  \be  national  debt 
and  to  the  mfety  of  the  OoTerDcnent.  He  alluded 
to  the  events  that  preceded  the  French  revolution, 
which  was  to  be  ascribed,  tn  a  great  measure,  to 
the  deep  debt  in  wiiich  that  GoTernment  was  in- 
volved, and  from  which  not  even  the  abilities  of 
a  Neckar  could  extricate  it.  That  Minister  had 
proposed  (o  borrow,  but  so  low  was  the  credit  of 
the  Qorerbmenl  that  nobody  would  lend,  To 
avoid  similar  results,  we  must  prevent  the  cause. 
We  must  retrench  as  mDch  as  we  can  in  every 
department.  Mr.  C.  was  in  favor  of  reducing  to 
six  dollars,  but  against  four  dollars.  He  would 
come  down  to  the  good  old  standard,  which  eipe- 
rience  had  sanctioned,  and  with  which  the  people 
were  satisfied. 

Mr.  Walker  observed  that  they  were  about  to 
toDch  a  lender  string,  in  which  every  gentleman 
bad  An  indirldual  interest,  very  inconsiderable  in 
its  effect  as  to  the  rights  of  members,  but  very 
importaot  as  it  respects  a  system  of  retrenchment, 
in  which  we  all  seem  to  be  ardently  desirous,  and 
which  has  been  in  the  mouths,  and.  he  hop^,  in 
the  hearts  of  gentlemen  ;  for  oat  of  ine  abundance 
of  [he  heart  the  mouth  will  speak.  Sir,  we  are 
about  to  change  the  system  of  our  expenditures, 
and  bring  them  within  the  circle  of  our  revenue. 
I  have  been  uniformly,  and  am  now  sentimentally, 
disposed  to  effect  a  system  of  retrenchment  so  far 
as  IS  consistent  with  the  good  and  safety  of  the 
nation  and  the  rights  of  individuals.  Sir,  we  are 
about  to  pull  dctWn  one  house  and  build  another, 
and.  as  no  edifice  can  flourish  only  in  proportion 
to  the  strength  of  its  foundation,  we  must  lay  the 
first  stone  in  the  building  in  cutting  off  our  own 
wages,  and  then  we  can  with  a  good  face  redoce 
others.  He  thought  that  we  ought  not  to  hold  a 
pmnitim  in  the  wages  of  meml>ers,  to  buy  the' 
talents  of  the  nation ;  nor  make  the  compensation 
so  low  as  to  prevent  men  of  talents  from  serving 
as  members  of  Congress.  They  ought  to  receive 
so  much  as  to  indemnify  them  for  their  attendance 
and  labors  as  members  of  Congress.  Let  their 
condition  be  no  worse  abroad  than  at  home ;  for 
we  all  live,  and  we  cannot  live  tike  the  lilies  of 
the  field,  which  ndther  toil  nor  spin.  We  ought 
to  have  soch  wages  as  will  enable  us  to  live  like 
gentlemen,  when  on  our  duty  In  Congress,  and 
leave  a  small  sum  to  carry  home.  This,  Mr.  W. 
believed,  six  dollars  per  day  would  afford.  He 
therefore  should  vote  for  that  sum. 

Mr.  Sawtbr  moved  to  amend  the  instrtictions 
for  the  recommitment  of  the  hill,  by  adding  there- 
to a  proviso,  the  effect  of  which,  if  adopted,  would 
be,  that  this  bill  should  not  take  e&ct  if  it  shall 


be  shown  by  the  sonaal  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaniiy,  at  the  next  session,  that  there  is  one 
million  of  dollars  beyond  the  amount  necessaryto 
meet  all  the  demands  of  the  Treasury  for  the  year. 
If  this  balance  should  be  in  the  Treasury,  Mr.  B. 
said  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  take  the  step 

troposed  by  this  bill,  since  all  the  gentlemen  who 
ad  spoken  admitted  that  the  pay  was  not  too 
high.  If  it  should  be  otherwise,  however,  then 
he  would  go  as  far  as  any  gentleman  in  support 
of  a  system  of  reduction  of  expenses. 

Mr.  TiYLon  moved  for  the  previous  question, 
on  the  ground  that  so  short  a  portion  of  the  pres- 
ent session  remained,  and  that  no  new  light  could 
be  shed  on  the  subject  by  prolonged  debate. 

The  cAll  for  the  previous  question  &iled,  net 
being  supported  by  s  majority  of  the  members. 

Mr.  WILLIAMSON  did  not  rise  to  discuss  the 
question  generally,  but  to  reply  to  what  had  been 
said  on  the  subject  of  taxes.  The  object  of  re- 
trenchment he  understood  to  have  a  reference  to 
the  situation  of  our  finances,  It  was  said,  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  the  people  would  com- 
plain if  they  were  to  pay  taxes.    Who,  he  asked. 


sury  furnish  the  answer.  And  vet  they  complam 
of  taxes.  Look  to  the  State  of  Maine — and  what 
does  she  put  annually  into  your  Treasury?  More 
than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars — and  yet  she 
does  not  send  her  representatives  here  cnarged 
with  the  errand  of  representing  that  they  cannot 
pay  their  taxes.  Is  there  any  soundness  in  that 
argument?  Is  there  any  foundation  for  it?  If 
they  do  not  pay  the  taxes,  why  iliotild  they  com- 
plain 7  When  our  finances  were  in  a  worse  con- 
dition than  now — when  they  were  home  down 
with  the  events  of  the  war — with  two  hundiW 
miles  of  exposed  seaboard^and  part  of  their  terri- 
tory actually  under  the  yoke  of  the  eneiuy — the 
peopleof  Maine  did  not  complain  of  taxes,  although 
they  did  complain  of  not  being  protected.  It  was 
not  the  States  beyond  the  mountains,  be  said,  tliat 
bore  the  burdens  of  the  Oovemmenl.  He  did  not 
wish  that  theyshould.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  did 
he  feci  disposed  to  yield  to  the  great  and  mighty 
system  that  is  coming  upon  us,  with  this  bill  as  the 
butt  end  of  it.  Our  constituents,  it  seems,  are 
alarmed  with  the  evils  that  are  hastening,  and 
threaten,  unless  we  reduce  onr  pay,  that  the  places 
that  now  know  us  shall  know  us  no  more  forever. 
Mr.  W.  entertained  no  apprehensions  of  that  sort. 
He  represented  a  noble  and  liberal  people.  They 
lived  remote,  but  they  were  not  dissatisfied  witD 
the  present  compensation  of  the  members.  He 
would  injure  them,  were  he  not  to  bear  witness  to 
their  liberality.  But  it  was  said  that  we  must  ge^ 
back  to  old  tim^.  A  sacrifice  must  be  made,  aod 
the  amount  of  the  taneuage  is,  we  must  first  apidy 
circumcision  to  ourselves,  and  then  say  to  others, 
we  will  take  you  in  hand  and  circuroci;*  yon. 
Aficr  placing  ourselves  on  the  altar,  we  are  next 
to  proceed  with  the  clerks.  And  was  this  just  7 
They  went  into  office  under  an  implied  pledge  of 
the  raith  of  the  Qovemment,  and  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  deviate  from  it.    Mr.  W.  was  apprehen- 
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live  that  there  was  a  deeper  principle  in  this  sys- 
tem than  had  been  hitherto  brought  to  light.  Per- 
Rdrenlure  there  aay  be  soiae  maD  who  wishes  for 
the  loaves  and  fishes,  which  he  cannot  obtain  with- 
OQt  displacing  those  who  now  eojov  them.  Mr. 
W.  would  not  enlarge  on  the  suoject-^but  he 
should  feel  that  be  was  doing  hitnself  iojiulice 
were  he  to  vote  for  the  four  dollars.  He  was 
frank  to  arow  that  his  property  was  small- — nor 
did  he  regard  it,  so  long  as  he  was  supported  hj 
an  approving  conscience.  But  bewonld  not  con- 
senf'to  ft  measnre  that  wonid  operate  hardly  and 
uaJDstly,  not  only  upon  himsetf  nut  upon  others — 
a  measure  that  may  send  away  the  widow  with  s 
(ear  and  the  orphan  with  a  sigb. 

Mr.  SanoERS  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
lo  the  committee  who  reported  ^  with  instruc- 
tions "so  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make  the 
mileage  six  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles,  also  to 
make  the  other  section  of  the  bill  correspond  with 
th«  amendiiieats  made  in  the  first  section." 

And  the  question  being  stated  thereon— 

Mr.  Walwobth  opposed  it  on  the  ground  thai 
the  present  law  was  unjust,  because  it  was  giving 
to  the  distant  members  an  unfair  proportion  be- 
yond the  others.  Mf,  W.  had  made  a  calcnlaiion 
on  the  subject,  and  he  found  that  he  should  receive 
S33  per  day  while  iraveltiog,  and  should,  on  the 
whoK,  clear  S^OO  in  the  mileage  of  coming  to, 
and  returning  from,  Washington.  His  coUeagae 
(Mr.  Tracy)  would  also  receive  837  50  per  day, 
and  the  chairman  of  the  Retrenchment  Committee 
(Mr,  Hardin)  8466 — or  §10  50  per  day  over  hia 
expoises.  Mr.  W.  thought  it  was  neither  just  nor 
rigat  to  impose  on  those  living  in  the  vicinity  this 
disproportionate  remuneration  for  equal  services. 
Under  the  old  system,  some  members  will  make 
SSOclear  profit  perday  while  travelling,  and  those 
who  live  near,  during  their  attendance  in  the 
House,  can  only  make  three  dollars.  To  adhere 
to  the  thirty  miles  as  an  equivalent  to  a  day's  at- 
tendance would  be  less  unjust,  although  even  that 
woold  operate  in  favor  ot  those  who  reside  at  a 
distance.  Mr.  W.  was  therefore  opposed  to  this 
motion,  although  he  should  vote  against  the  re- 
duction of  the  wages  Co  four  dollars. 

Mr.  BoitTON  eipressed  briefly  his  views  in  favor 
of  the  motion.  He  considered  the  question  of 
mileage  as  involving  a  constderaiion  of  deep  na- 
tional interest.  If  any  thing  was  lo  be  saved  by 
members  from  their  compensation,  it  was  from 
the  mileage,  and,  if  that  was  reduced,  it  would 
natunlty  weaken  the  indacements  to  Representa- 
tives  from  the  Wesieru  and  other  mote  distant 
Slates  to  come  to  Washington,  and  ultimately  as- 
sist the  lendency  to  a  disposition  to  set  up  for  them- 
selves. Mr.  B.  wished  to  strengthen,  not  to  relax. 
the  bands  of  the  Union — and  atihough  he  woulu 
not  oineet  to  reducing  the  per  diem  allowance  lo 
foar  dollars,  yet  he  would  be  very  willing  to  in- 
crease the  mileage  to  ten  or  twelve  dollars  for 
every  twenty  miles,  on  the  principle  he  had  sug- 

Mr.  Sawyer's  motion  was  negatived  by  a  large 
majority. 

Mi.  Hill,  of  Maine,  moved  futtfaer  to  amend 


the  instructions,  so  as  lo  add  a  proviso  diat  no 
member  should  receive  pay  for  any  day  during 
which  he  has  been  absent  from  the  service  of  the 
House,  unless  detained  from  it  by  sickness.  He 
was  glad  to  see  the  gentleman  from  New  York  so 
disinterested,  in  ar^uiog  that  the  reduction  of  pay 


would  operate  injuriously  on  those  who  liv 
this  vicinity.    He  asked  the  gentleman,  howt     ^ 
whether,  if  gentlemen  who  live  in  the  vicinity 


leave  their  seaCa  aod  attend  the  courts,  being  ah- 
Bcnt  for  a  week  or  fortnight  at  a  time,  ihey  do 
not  receive  just  as  much  pay  as  if  ibey  were  in 
their  seats'?  Mr.  H.  said,  he  had  been  here  now 
three  terms,  and  he  never  had  been  one  day  absent 
from  his  seat;  and  those  who  had  lived  nearer 
the  citv  certainly  had  in  this  respect  an  advantage 
over  tnose  who  were  more  remote.  It  appeared 
to  him  wholly  improper  to  reduce  the  allowance 
for  travel;  he  was  as  much  in  favor  of  a  reason- 
able reduction  as  any  man,  but  he  was  also  la 
favor  of  equal  justice,  and  therefore  moved  this. 
amendment. 

Mr.  Wrioht  said,  if  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maine  were  founded  in  fact,  they 
were  entitled  to  great  weieht.  But  he  believed 
the  gentleman  must  be  mistaken  as  to  the  facts. 
For  himself,  he  said,  he  had  always  given  credit 
to  the  Government  for  every  day  on  which  he  bad 
been  absent  firora  the  House.  If  a  different  prac- 
.:—  prevailed,  it  was  a  wrong  which  ougiki  to  be 


Mr.  Hill  said,  he  had  understood  it  to  be  the 
universal  practice,  where  gentlemen  had  been  ab- 
sent  for  a  day  or  two  only,  to  receive  for  those 
days  as  though  they  bad  been  present.  His  hon- 
orable friend  who  reported  this  bill  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bar,  and  attended  the  Supreme  Court 
during  its  sessions.  Mr.  H.  asked,  whether  he 
did  not  receive  pay  for  the  time  as  if  attending  the 
House,  in  addition  to  his  fees  of  fifty,  a  hundred 
or  a  thousand  dollars  for  his  causes  in  court?  If 
that  was  the  ease,  he  might  well  afford  to  come 
to  Congress,  thongh  the  merchant  or  farmer 
could  not. 

Mr.  ALGXAHnER,  of  Virginia,  rose  merely  to 
say,  as  the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
was  general  in  its  character,  which  stated  it  to  be 
usuallo  settle  the  accounts  of  members  from  the 
commencement  lo  the  end  of  the  session,  without 
regard  to  their  absence,  that  so  far  as  it  respected 
himself,  and  those  with  whom  he  was  associated, 
he  understood  the  practice  to  be  different,  and  a 
deduction  was  generally  made,  as  required  by  the 


it;  but  he  would  vole  against  this  proposition. 
Every  gentleman,  if  absent  onlv  for  a  day,  ought 
to  give  credit  for  that  day  in  nis  account.  But 
he  was  opposed  lo  the  amendment,  because  it  as- 
sumed the  idea  of  conduct  which  was  improper  in 
any  gentleman,  and  which  he  would  not  admit 
had  ever  taken  place. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  said  it  would 
be  impossible,  it  was  now  evident,  lo  get  through 
this  bill  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  aajournmeitt 
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oTCoDgTes!!.  Tbe  House  had  been  atreadjr  two 
days  eueaged  in  ibe  discussion  of  a  single  kcuod 
of  the  bul.  If  we  go  on  with  it  at  the  same  rale, 
Mid  he,  we  shall  neither  pass  this  bill  Qor  any 
other.  Other  bills  of  Tar  greater  importance  are 
depending,  which  will  save  to  the  nation  more 
money  than  this  bill,  but  which  (bis  biil  prevents 
us  from  acting  upon.  Is  it  expected  by  any 
genlleroaii  that  we  can  go  ihrougn  the  system  of 
letreachmeaC  at  this  seisioQ  ?  It  cannot  be.  As 
at  the  next  session,  the  House  could  hare  a  fuller, 
filirer,  and  better  view  of  the  subject — and  taking 
all  the  circumstances  into  consideration,  he  moved 
to  postpone  the  bill  to  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber nest.  He  made  this  motion,  not  to  set  rid 
of  the  bill,  but  from  a  conviction  that  the  House, 
by  persisting  in  ibe  discussion  of  it,  would  effect 
nothing.  He  was  a  friend  to  retrenchment,  but 
the  system  now  presenled,  as  a  whole,  was  one 
which  he  could  not  approve. 

Mr.  Nelboh,  of  Maryland,  in  reference  to  what 
had  fallen  from  Mr.  Hill,  ihougbE  it  proper  (o 
stale,  as  he  was  one  of  those  who  had  been  called 
from  his  attendance  on  itiis  House  for  a  few  days 
during  this  session^  that  it  would  be  found,  on 
examination,  that,  for  the  time  during  which  he 
had  been  aWnt,  he  had  not  received  either  pay 
or  rations. 

Mr.  Van  Wyck  considered  the  motion  for  the 
postponement  as  virtually  a  motion  to  reject  the 
bill,  whatever  were  the  motives  which  led  to  it. 
To  prevent  (bat  motion,  and  all  others  aside  from 
Ibe  main  question,  and  to  save  time,  Mr.  Van 
Wtce  acain  required  the  previous  quevtion. 

The  call  was  not  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the 
members  present. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  was  wholly  opposed 
to  the  postpoDemeni.  It  would  defeat  the  bill,  if 
agreed  to.  This  session,  said  he,  we  are  told  we 
Imve  not  time;  the  next  session  it  will  be  out  ol 
season.  Many  members  will  nol  be  re-elected, 
and  (bey  will  argue,  that  it  is  improper  to  legislate 
for  their  successors,  dc.c.  If  we  are  to  act  upon  the 
subject  at  all,  it  must  be  now,  before  the  occur- 
rence of  another  election.  The  seaileman  from 
Maine  had  asked,  what  revenue  did  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Ohio  pay?  Why,  Mr,  C.  said,  if 
they  wear  fine  coats,  they  pay  duties  on  them,  and 
for  every  article  of  foreign  growth  ur  manufacture 
which  they  consume.  On  ine  doctrines  of  iheolo- 
gy,  he  would  not  undertake  to  contend  witb  a  gen- 
tleman who  seemed  lo  be  so  thoroughly  accom- 
plished in  them. 

The  Speaker  here  repressed  the  range  of  the 
debate,  as  being  too  wide  for  a  question  so  limited 
as  that  of  postponement. 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  South  Carolina,  finding  his 
motion  for  postponement  had  nol  the  effect  to  put 
■n  end  to  Ine  debate,  which  was  his  object,  with- 
drew his  motion. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Virginia,  understood  the  propo- 
sition of  Mr.  Hill  as  a  general  intimation  that  it 
was  (he  practice  of  members  of  (bis  House  to  re 
ceive  ^ay  during  occasional  absence  from  it.  Hi: 
object  in  rising  was^  to  disclaim  and  deny,  for  thi 
delegation  from  Virginia,  the  existence  of  any 


practice  of  (bat  sort,  and  to  assert  that  there  was 
I  DO  member  of  that  delegation  who  was  capebleof 
I  claiming  such  an  allowance. 

Mr,  LoNo  renewed  the  motion  withdrawn  by 
MiTCHKLL.  In  doing  so  be  wished  to  be  dis- 
linctty  understood,  to  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  ibe 
system  of  retrenchment,  and  wished  to  have  a  foU 
view  of  the  subject  to  enable  us  to  aci  understand- 
ingly,  and  adopt  an  equal  system  of  relrencbmenl 
that  would  bear  equally  upon  all :  but  it  was  evi- 
dent that,  if  we  now  took  it  up,  ike  time  was  too 
short,  and  that,  by  so  doing,  we  should  do  iKitbing 
more  this  session.  This  bill  was  not  intended  to 
have  any  bearing  on  the  present  session ;  it  was, 
therefore,  not  essentially  necessary  (o  act  upMi  il 
iw,  to  the  evident  delay  of  all  other  business. 
Cannon  said  he  should  vote  for  the  poal- 
ponement  to  Aoid  a  further  consumption  of  the 
time  of  (he  House  in  vain,  as  bad  hap^ned  upon 
a  similar  question  at  (he  last  session  ol  Congress. 
He  was,  he  said,  most  decidedly  opposed  to  any 
reduction  of  the  pay  or  emolument  of  any  mem- 
ber of  Congress.  He  did  not  believe  it  to  be  the 
deliberate  opinion  of  many  members  on  this  floor 
that  the  pay  of  the  members  is  now  too  bi^h,  or 
that  it  ought  to  be  reduced.  The  sitoation  of  the 
finances  had  been  referred  to  as  a  reason  why  this 
little  pitiful  saving  should  be  made.  He  did  nol 
believe,  for  himself,  that  the  finances  of  the  nation 
were  such  as  (o  require  the  House  lo  go  into  this 
sort  of  retrenchment.  If  retrenchment  was  to  be 
mad^  it  ought  lo  he  in  a  difietenl  way.  If  we  un- 
der(ake  retrenchment,  said  he,  how  ought  it  (o  be 
begoni  In  the  first  place,  eel  rid  of  (hose  officers 
and  persons  for  whom  you  have  no  occasion  what- 
ever. He  regretted  that  thecommittee  had  thought 
proper  to  begin  their  plan  of  retrenchment  where, 
even  in  their  own  opinion,  i(  was  not  necessary. 
He  bad  always  been  an  advocate  of  Teirenchmeat 
where  it  could  be  made  in  a  proper  way  ;  but  the 
situation  of  members  of  ibis  House,  in  a  pecuni- 
ary point  of  view,  was  worse  than  that  of  any 
other  officers  of  the  Government.  [The  Speaker 
here  aeain  checked  the  range  of  the  debate.]  Mr. 
C.  saia  he  should  vole  for  the  postponement  of  ibis 
bill  upon  a  (borough  conviction,  that,  if  a  majority 
was  for  it,  il  was  yet  impossible  it  stiould  be  car- 
ried into  effect  at  the  present  session.  There  were 
very  few  who  were  of  opinion  that  ihe  members 
of  Congress  could,  in  justice  to  themselves,  agree  to 
the  system  of  retrenchment  in  the  shape  in  which 
Ihe  committee  had  presented  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smytb  was  of  opinion  that 
il  was  not  now  necessary  to  occupy  any  more  of 
the  attention  of  the  House  with  the  measure  be- 
fore it,  bul  to  put  it  off  to  the  next  sessioD.  He 
was  in  favor  of  the  principle,  recommended  by 
the  Committee,  of  reducing  equally  Ihe  expeaaea 
which  the  nation  is  put  to  in  paying  salaries  to 
members  of  Congress,  to  the  various  officers  of 
the  Government,  Heads  of  Departments,  &x.  Bat 
it  was  DOW  obviooE  that  this  object  could  not  be 
accom|ilished  during  the  present  session.  Tbe 
OommiKee  of  Retrenchment  has  acknowledged 
that  the  system  which  (hey  have  reported  is  defi- 
cient; that  it  is  not  in  toat  perfect  shape  that 
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Bidering  how  sboit  a  time  ollhe  aessioa  reDiaioed, 
Ibfti  it  was  itiexpedi«iit  the  House  shoatd  be  bdj 
longer  delftf  ed  bf  a  consideration  of  this  bill.  As 
ihea  it  was  not,  if  pawed,  to  operate  till  the  ueit 
session ;  as  the  whole  s; sieiQ  is  not  matured,  and 
csnnot  be  withoat  sacrificing  ail  the  remaitider  of 
the  HstioD,  and  perhaps  not  then,  he  should  vote 
for  the  proposed  postponement  of  this  bill. 
Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  concurred  in  the 


fore  the  House,  the  bills  concerning  the  Arm;  and 
Navf  might  be  passed,  which  would  save  $300,000 
tsnuiU;  to  the  country,  whereas  the  present  bill 
only  propowd  a  saving  of  seventy  or  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  that  from  the  pay  of  the  mem- 
bets.  Mr.  a.  was  not  indisposed  to  reduce  the 
pay  of  the  members,  but  he  was  opposed  to  the 
eouiemplaled  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  the 
clerks,  &c.  This  bill,  he  said,  was  only  a  small 
proportion  of  a  great  system  of  reduction,  and 
DOW  this  was  to  be  pressed  upon  the  House,  and 
the  other  parts  of  the  system  to  be  laid  over — lor 
ii  would  not  be  pretended  that  il  was  practicable 
to  go  through  with  all  the  system  at  the  present 
session.  If  thoM  bills  to  which  be  had  alluded 
(the  Army  and  Navy  bills)  were  passed,  the  Honse 
would  derive  some  credit  from  them.  Something 
worth  while  would  be  retrenched.  One  great 
reason,  he  observed,  that  was  urged  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  was  iht:  state  of  the  flQ«ws.  The  Com- 
miitee  of  Ways  and  Means,  M3iS.  said,  had  not 
yet  reported  on  the  subject.  A  report  nad  been 
made  upon  it,  indeed,  by  the  Commillee  on  Re- 
IreDchtnent,  but  it  was  a  report  in  which  he  could 
noi  concur.  He  should  state  in  his  place,  that, 
after  all  the  appropriations  of  the  year  were  paid, 
and  after  all  the  unavailable  funds  were  deducted, 
there  would  remain,  upon  the  present  estimate  of 
the  expenditures,  &c.,  a  baJanee  of  $721,000  in 
the  Treasury  at  the  expiration  of  the  year  1822. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  situation  of  our  finan- 
ces, then,  he  said,  that  required  the  immediate 
passage  of  ibe  bill.  Mr.  S.  further  went  on  to 
stale  that,  at  the  end  of  the  year  18S3,  presuming 
the  expenses  to  remain  as  at  present,  and  the  re- 
ceipts to  be  as  contemplated  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  there  would  be  in  the  Treaiury 
a  balance  of  one  million  nine  hundred  thousand 
and  odd  dollars.  The  idea  of  taxation  thrown 
out  by  the  gentleman  from  Obio,  therefore,  ought 
DDt  to  operate  on  the  minds  of  rnembers.  There 
is  no  danger  of  taxation,  said  Mr.  S.  Provided 
you  go  into  no  new  expenditures,  there  will  be  no 
occasion  for  it.  With  regard  to  the  operatioa  of 
the  present  system  of  revenue,  which  had  been 
referred  to,  Mr.  S.  said,  it  certainly  did  not  bear 
so  bard  on  Ohio  as  on  the  Atlantic  Slates,  be- 
cause there  they  pay  no  tax  on  salt  or  sugar,  nor 
on  spirits ;  and  those  three  items  form  a  very  con- 
siderable portion,  indeed,  of  all  the  revenue  from 
customs.  Therefore  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
bad  no  right  to  complain.  The  sugar  tax  is  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars — Do  the  people  of 
Ohio  pay  any  part  of  that  1    The  tax  on  salt  itn- 


ported  is  980,000.  Do  they  pay  any  part  of  that? 
Mr.  Shitb  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  this  bill 
on  the  table,  to  take  up  the  Military  Appropriation 
hill. 

Mr.  TsAcv  having  retjuired  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  motion — 

Mr.  Smith  withdrew  it,  his  object  being  to  save 
time,  and  not  spend  it. 

Mr.  TuACY  was  opposed  to  the  postponement  ot 
the  bill,  as  he  was  to  every  other  motion,  of  what- 
ever description,  calculated  to  defeat  or  delay  its 
passage.  He  said  that,  although  he  was  a  mem- 
Mr  of  the  committee  which  reported  the  bill,  he 
had  not  been  very  anxious  to  introduce  it  to  the 
House,  because  he  doubled  the  temper  of  the  House 
on  this  subject,  and  was  unwilling  to  incur  even 
the  suspicion  of  hunting  popularity ;  but,  as  the 
bill  had  been  introduced,  and  was  now  fairly  be- 
fore the  House,  he  would  be  the  last  man  to  desert 
it,  or  to  adopt  any  course  to  impede  its  progress. 
Mr.  T.  said  be  could  not  discover  the  force  of  tbe 
arguments  which  had  been  urged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smytb,)  or  by  the  gen- 
tlemau  from  Maryland,  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment. The  first  objection  which  bad  been  made 
to  the  present  decision  of  the  subject  was,  that  the 
Committee  of  Retrenchment  had  not  yet  matured 
and  presented  their  whole  system,  and  that  we 
ought  not  to  act  on  aporl  until  we  had  a  view  of 
the  whole  ground.  This  objection,  Mr.  T.  said, 
was  founded  on  a  mistake.  The  committee  had 
brought  before  the  House  all  the  measures  which 
they  proposed  to  do  at  the  present  session.  It  was 
true  that  there  was  one  subject  which  tbe  com- 
mittee had  not  acted  upon,  but  it  was  impossible 
that  it  should  do  so  before  the  adjournment  of 
Congress.  But  admitting,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  they 
have  yet  behind  important  propositions  to  submit, 
does  it  follow  that  tae  House  ought  not  to  act  on 
those  which  were  now  before  it  ?  He  thought  not. 
First  dispose  of  these,  and  he  would  assure  the 
House,  if  there  was  time,  tbe  committee  would  not 
be  n^iectfut  of  its  duties.  He  thought  it  an  insuf- 
ficient reason  to  do  nothins,  because  we  could  not 
do  all  that  was  desired,  ft  was  also  objected  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  that  there  was  not 
time  at  this  session  to  go  through  the  measures 
recommended  by  the  committee.  Mr.  T.  thought 
there  was  a  great  sufficiency  of  time,  if  there 
was  in  reality  that  disposition  which  had  been  so 
frequently  and  loudly  professed  of  retrenching  the 
expenditures  of  tbe  GovernmenL  All  the  meas- 
ures which  had  been  submitted  by  the  committee 
were  plain  and  sirafJe  in  their  provisions;  and 
members,  if  they  were  disposed,  could  determine 
at  once  whether  they  would  vote  for  or  against 
them.  They  afforded  very  little  ground  for  debate. 
BuL  said  Mr.  T..  suppose  that  we  cannot  accom- 
plish them  all,  snail  we  not  effect  as  much  as  we 
can?  It  has  again  been  objected,  that,  although 
we  may  pass  all  the  bills,  the  Senate  will  oiuy 
pass  the  one  reducing  our  compensalioD,aQd  post- 
pone the  rest.  Mr.  T.  could  not  believe  this  would 
be  the  case ;  but,  if  it  should  be,  the  responsibility 
is  on  them,  and  not  upon  as.  Let  us  do  right, 
and  trust  that  they  will ;  and  at  the  worst  we  shall 
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only  be  reduced  one  year  before  the  other  afilcera 
of  GoTernment  are;  which,  althoagh  it  might  b« 
mrag',  would  not  be  prodoclive  of  leriout  niift- 
cbief.  ThegeDtleinaofrainMaTyland(Mr.  Smith) 
had  urged,  in  fator  of  the  pwtpoDemeDt  of  the 
bill,  that  [he  state  of  the  Treasury  did  not  rcqaire 
this  retiencbment,  and  had  pledged  himself  that 
there  would  be  a  balance  in  the  Treaaury  at  ibe 
end  of  the  year  of  721,000  dollarB.  Mr.  T.  said, 
that^  however  much  he  might  respect  the  au- 
Ihonty  of  the  gentleman,  he  could  not  subscribe 
to  thiB  opiDioQ,  The  committee  to  which  he 
(Mr.  T.)  belonged  bad  made  a  most  diligent  and 
laborious  investigation  of  the  subject,  and  had 
eoroe  to  a  resolt  very  different  from  this — a  result 
which  the  commitiee  was  i«ady  to  sustain,  by  the 
most  official  docnments  that  could  be  required. 
But,  said  Mr.  T.,  all  these  arguments,  if  they  are 
good  for  any  thing,  can  be  most  appropriately 
urged  against  the  passage  of  the  bill.  If  gentle- 
men seriously  think  that  we  have  not  time  to  go 
tfaiongh  all  the  measures  reported  by  the  comnut- 
tee,  and  that  therefore  we  ought  not  to  pass  any  of 
them ;  or  if  they  think  the  condition  of  the  Treas- 
ury does  not  indicate  the  necessity  of  this  retrench- 
msnt ;  then  they  can  be  at  no  toss  to  vote  against 
thel)ill  on  its  passage.  Gentlemen  who  for  any 
of  (hese  reacoDs  shall  vote  against  the  bill,  would 
In  his  opinion  stand  on  high  and  honorable  ground ; 
bat  he  begged  them  to  meet  the  question  lairly, 
and  hoped  that  none  would  shrink  from  the  re- 
sponsibililr  of  deciding  the  present  bill  on  its 
merits.  Oentleinen  had  seeoied  to  regard  thiit  bill 
aa  originating  from  a  spirit  of  innovation  on  the 
mri  of  the  committee.  This  was  not  the  ease. 
The  committee  had  not  been  di.'ipcsed  to  make 
innovations,  but  to  resist  them.  The  present  com- 
pensation of  poblie  officers  was  the  result  of  inno- 
vation on  the  good  old  republican  system.  It  was 
that  ne  might  come  back  to  this  system,  and  be- 
eBuae  the  finances  of  the  country  imperiously  de- 
RMDded  we  should,  that  the  committee  had  reported 
this  and  the  other  bills.  Mr.  T.  also  endeavored 
to  show  that  the  embarrassment  of  acting  on  this 
subject  would  be  much  greater  at  the  next  than  ' 
the  present  session. 

Mr.  CAHnitBLENO  said  he  was  sorry  to  aee  that, 
whenever  retrencfament  was  mentioned  in 
HoDE«,  there  was  a  disposition  to  take  the  ] 
frvorable  views  of  our  revenue;  and,  whenever 
the  quntion  of  taxation  occurred,  to  take  most 
gloomy  views  of  it.  When  the  question  of  taxa- 
tion was  before  the  House  at  an  earlier  period  of 
the  session,  said  Mr.  C,  I  was  saaguine  as  to  rev- 
enue. At  that  time  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  told  us  that  be  wanted 
a  million  of  dollars — [Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
said,  across  the  House,  that  be  had  no  recollection 
of  having  said  so.]  The  gentleman  himself  told 
me  so,  said  Mr.  C. — Mr.  Bhith  begged  that  the 
gentlemaa  would  confine  himself  to  what  bad 
Men  said  on  this  floor,  without  referring  to  pri- 
vate conversations.]  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  said  no 
more  than  what  bad  been  stated  to  him  when  the 
question  of  taxation  was  under  consideration. 
Now,  it  was  a  question  of  retrenchment,  and  the 


was  different.  Mr.  C.  said  be  futly  bdievtj 
that  the  statement  of  the  getttleman,  made  lo-diy, 
was  correct.  But,  admitting  that  to  bethe&tt, 
it  was  not  sufficient  lo  meet  the  purposes  of  Ihii 
Government.  We  have,  said  he,  not  only  to  psT 
the  expenses  of  the  Qovernmeoi,  bat  to  provide 
for  the  extinguishment  of  a  public  debt  of  niofty- 
three  millioDs,  and,  whatever  gentlemen  may  ttU 

will  be  extinguiEhed  by  new  taiatim. 

a  national  debt  extinguished  bol 


er 


by  retrenchment.  It  never  will  be  paid 
other  way.  Al\  history  shows  us,  Ibat  an  Tnu- 
form  system  of  retrenchment  is  the  only  practica- 
ble way  to  reduce  a  public  debt.  In  ^yiag  thit, 
he  did  not  pledge  himself  that  he  would  adopt  the 
opinion  or  system  of  this  or  that  committee,  or  of 
this  or  Ibat  man.  He  would  consent  to  redDW 
the  salary  of  Do  public  officer  who  deserved  hit 
pay.  The  reason  why  he  was  opposed  to  the 
postponement  of  this  btll,  was,  that  it  ooght  to  be 
fairly  met.     The  nation  expected  it  of  CoDgms 


question  as  to  themselves  first.  Mr-  C.  said  be 
considered  all  the  laws,  raising  the  salaries  of  ibe 
officers  of  Ibis  Qovernmenl,  passed  in  the  y«sr 
1B15,  to  have  been,  taking  into  view  their  con- 
tinued existence,  a  fraod  upon  the  nation-  De- 
preciation of  currency  Xvas  the  plea  for  them,  h 
It  not  now  appreciated;  and  are  they  repealed! 
Is  nol  that  fact  alone  a  reason  for  ^oing  beck  1  li 
is.  I  say,  begi^^ere ;  how  far  we  are  afViwatdt 
to  go,  let  erery'  ^ntleman  judge  for  himself.  As 
to  taking  up  the  whole  system  of  retrenchmcnl  ai 
this  session,  no  one  could  dream  of  it.  We  nnsi 
go  on  by  degrees,  and  do  one  thing  at  once,  noiil 
we  get  tnrongh  th«  whole. 

til.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  said,  this  was  IheGni 
lime,  during  this  session  at  least,  that  he  bad 
heard  members  indulge  themselves  in  stating,  in 
debate,  private  ccnversalions  they  may  have  bid 
with  other  members.  Was  that  a  proper  coarsel 
He  apprehended  not ;  because  it  tended  to  briii| 
gentlemen  into  confliu  on  matters  not  proptrlf 
belonging  to  the  bosiness  of  the  House.  Qenilt- 
men  ask  me  questions,  said  Mr.  8.  I  answer 
them.  They  misunderstand  both  the  answNs  add 
the  qnestioos.  That  is  not  my  fault,  but  thein. 
Mr.  8.  called  upon  the  House  to  remember,  thii 
he  had  never  been  so  sanguine,  in  regard  to  ibt 
revenne,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  Ii 
was  the  gentleman  himself  who  said  that  them- 
toms  would  produce  one  million  more  tlian  Ibt 
estimate.  It  is  very  likely,  said  Mr-  S.,  that  tbe 
honorable  gentleman  might  have  heard  me  siy, 
for  I  have  said  so  to  many  members,  that  thm 
was  a  necessity  for  more  revenue — not  for  ibe 
present  year,  not  for  the  next  year,  but  whenetti 
It  should  become  necessary  for  the  Commissionen 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  pay  off  a  quantity  of  ibe 
public  debt,  r^eemabte  in  the  year  1826.  Then 
there  will  be  occasion  for  more  revenue.  If  ibc 
gentleman  oould  charge  his  memory  with  the  pu- 
tieulars,  he  would  flad  that  the  coDvcrsalKn, 
which  took  place  between  ns,  was  to  that  point 
The  sum  total  of  convnsaticm  on  his  part,  Mi-  S. 
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3>i<l,  xaast  have  be«i,  tbat  more  meane  would  be 
wanted  in  the  year  18S5. 

Mr.  WmoHT  said,  be  was  tut  "^"Y  ^^^^  ^'i 
jrotleman  from  New  Yoik  had  uaed  the  language, 
ihBt  a  fraud  was  practised  on  this  natioD,  when 
the  pay  of  the  members  was  fixed  at  eight  dollars 
[!«■  da)'.  There  was,  indeed,  Mr.  W.  said,  at  the 
lime  ef  that  acl,  an  attempc  to  prodneean  excite- 
nKDt  upon  the  aubject  in  the  puuic  mind.    But  it 


reprewDts  35.000  freemen^  be  decently  compen- 
sated? 1  told  my  comttinents,  when  the  law 
Graed,ithat  it  did  not  iocreBK  their  burdens,  or 
sen  their  enjoymenu,  as  much  as  a  single  gtsfts 
of  gin  each  per  year.  Is  there  any  man  who  comes 
here,  wfao^e  attention  to  his  domestic  concerns, 
had  he  remained  at  home,  would  have  been  of  no 
coDseqnence?  The  people  know  whom  they  elect, 
and  they  select  for  their  representatives  those  who, 
when  at  home,  best  manage  their  own  concerns. 
He  protested  against  the  assumption,  that  there 
was  a  Traud  practised  on  the  people  in  raising  the 
pay  of  Congress — andheconsidered  this  effort  now 
10  be,  if  it  was  in  order  he  would  say,  a  mere 
pretence — a  mete  eleclioneerinj;  scheme.  But  he 
would  not  Tlolate  order  by  saying  what  it  was:  if 
fscis  proTcd  it  to  be  so,  be  conld  not  help  it.  Mr. 
W.  then  went  on  to  examine  the  grounds  on  which 
the  pay  of  the  members  had  been  raised  to  eig;ht 
dollan,  and  hdw  he  had  reconciled  his  eonstiiu- 
eols  to  it,  by  showing  them  thai  the  judges,  who 
stay  in  comfort  at  home  with  their  families,  re- 
ceived twenty-fiTe  dollars  per  day  for  their  ser- 
vices, whilst  be,  removed  from  Ills  familr,  and 
living  upon  expenses  here,  received  but  eight  dol- 
lars per  day,  Sec  The  compensation  of  every 
otberoffieerorGovernmenijsaidMr.  W.,  had  been 
raised  once  or  twice  before  we  raised  our  own; 
tod,  when  we  did  it,  we  were  denounced  for  it — 
by  whom?  By  popularity  hantevG;  and  they  got 
their  reward.  There  was  one  or  two  of  them,  Mr. 
W.  said,  in  his  country,  to  whom  he  had  had  the 
honor  of  giving  a  pretty,  genteel  dressing.  He 
wished  he  Bad  the  portmiti  of  some  of  the  men  to 
whom  his  remarks  were  addressed.  And  now  we 
ire  told  we  commit  a  fnad  upon  the  people.  [Mr. 
CiMBaELENa  disdatmed  any  design  of  imputing 
fraadulenl  intention  to  those  who  passed  the  law 
raising  the  my  of  members.  The  Speaker  re- 
Quesinl  Mr.  W.to  conSoe  himself  to  the  question.] 
Sir.  W.  sail),  he  was  replying  to  the  remarks  of  the 
senlleman  from  New  Yorf.  [Mr.  Cambbeleno 
<aid,  the  gentleman  imputed  lo  him  what  he  did 
not  say.]  Mr.  W.  said,  the  geutleman  did  say,  in 
ilie  hearing  of  the  whole  House,  that  a  fraud  had 
been  committed.  [The  Speaker  insisted  on  the 
debate  being  confined  to  the  question — that  of  post- 
ponMnent.]  Mr.  W.  said  he  hoped  the  biU  would  be 
postponed;  and  if  he  could  fix  ibe  day  of  poaipone- 
ment,  it  wimdd  be  doomsday.  Eight  dollara  per 
day,  in  specie,  Mr.  lV.  w«nt  on  lo  say,  was  allow- 
ed by  the  State  of  Maryland  to  her  Representatives 
in  Ccmgms  during  the  whole  of  the  Revolution- 
ary war — and  was  it  fraudulent  now  to  pay  ihem 
the  samel     If  the  bill  was  postponed  to  the  next 


session,  Mr.  W.  said,  it  would,  he  believed,  have 
very  few  friends  indeed  theuj  for  the  electioBa 
would  have  passed  before  that  lime.  If  any  change 
was  intended  to  be  made,  it  certainly  ought  to  be 
made  now.  There  were  gentlemen  here  who  re- 
qaired  all  their  pay^  and  more  loo,  to  support  them 
— and  the  whole  of  it  was  not  more  than  enough 
for  any  man  who  comes  here  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Representative.  If  a  man  is  not  fit  for  something 
at  home,  he  is  not  fit  to  come  bete.  What  State 
had  asked  for  this  measure;  what  part  of  the  peo- 
ple have  petitioned  for  itl  None.  Mr.  W.  denied 
that  the  comMnsation  was  now  too  great,  or  even 
sufficient.  Let  any  man,  said  he,  who  has  got  a 
young  wife  brin^  her  here,  and  keep  her  here  dur- 
ing the  seseion,  and  see  whether  be  will  make  any 
Erofit  by  it.  And  even  with  regard  to  those  who 
ave  no  wives,  it  cannot  be  said  that,  when  they 
calculate  the  variety  of  expenses  incidental  lo  faa- 
man  frailty,  their  compensation  is  too  greet. 

Mr.  Bi^TLER,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  he  waa 
opposed  to  thff  postponement  of  the  oill  under  con- 
sideration to  the  next  session.  He  had  long  been 
satisfied  that  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the  nation 
required  retrenchment,  and  he  was  disposed  to 
commence  the  work  of  economy.  As  a  pari  of 
the  system  of  necessary  reform  contemplaled,  and 
in  part  reported  by  the  committee,  he  was  willing 
to  Include  the  members  of  Congress,  though  he 
thought  their  compensation  by  no  means  too  much. 
He  said,  if  Congress  redaced  their  own  pay,  the 
salaries  and  compensation  of  other  officers  might 
be  reduced,  and  many  unnecessary  offices  abolish- 
ed, without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  and  he 
would  therefore  agree  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 
He  could  not  consent  to  the  postponement  of  the 
measure,  inesmnch  as  it  had  b^n  several  days 
under  consideration,  and  had  been  taken  an  this 
morning  by  a  vole  of  1S3  to  30.  He  said  the 
House  were  bound  to  meet  the  question  and  decide 
it  fiiirly,Bnd  could  not,  af^er  two  days'  debate  upon 
it,  postpone  the  subject,  without  being  exposed  to 
a  su^icioD  of  a  desire  to  avoid  iL  Mr.  B.  said  he 
was  pleased  with  the  calculations  and  argument 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  but  should 
■"""  preferred  to  have  their  entire  system  of  re- 
ihment  before  the  present  bill  was  discussed. 
He  was  aware  thai  there  was  not  time,  at  this  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  to  discais  and  pass  upon  the 
bills  which  the  commiteee  had  presented,  but  he 
thought  the  House  had  proceeded  so  far  in  the 
discussion  upon  the  bill  now  before  it,  that  it  would 
'^~  'lemed  trifling  now  lo  postpone  it.  He  said, 
1  this  bill  was  first  presented,  and  only  a  part 
of  the  system  of  relrenchmeni  exhibited,  he  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  and  report  of  the  committee, 
that  the  committee  might  prepare  and  complete 
their  system,  and  present  it  altogether  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session.  He  then  fhoueht, 
as  there  was  rauch  other  important  business  before 
the  HoDse,  it  would  be  prudent  to  delay  this  bill 
till  thewholeplanof  the  committee  should  be  com- 
pleted, which  could  not  be  done  before  the  next 
session.  Then,  he  said,  at  that  early  stage  of  the 
discussion,  both  the  gentlemen  (Mr.  A.  Smyth, of 
Virginb,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland)  were  op- 
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were  very  soliciioUK  lor  a  postponement.  He  said 
lie  had  been  charged,  on  account  of  his  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill,  with  a  disposition  to  avoid  the 
question  i  but  he  would  assure  gentlemea  be  was 
willing  to  meet  it,  and  hoped  it  would  Dow  be  de- 
cided, though  he  said  he  should  regret  exceedingly 
to  have  the  bill  reducing  the  compensation  of 
members  only  passed,  without  making  a  further 
retreochmenl,  because  he  said  it  would  be  con- 
strued into  an  electioneering  piujecl. 

Mr.  Little  was  in  fsTor  of  the  posiponemeDt, 
and  replied  biefly  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Butler. 
He  was  not  afraid  of  meeting  the  question,  nor 
was  he  disposed  to  trifle  with  (he  subject.  And 
it  vma  because  he  was  unwilling  to  trifle  with  it, 
or  with  the  public  interest,  thai  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  motion,  for  it  was  very  evident  that,  during 
the  time  occu[nod  in  thi«  discussion,  otner  bills 
making  greater  safings  might  be  passed,  and 
which  would  reflect  as  much  honor  ou  the  House 
as  this.  This  bill  was  only  prospective  in  its 
operation,  and  if  the  Treasury  1:1  now  empty,  the 
passage  of  this  bill  will  not  contribute  10  GU  it, 
since  it  does  not  lake  effect  until  the  next  session. 
There  were  bills  of  an  important  nature  on  the 
table,  enough  to  occupy  all  the  little  remaining 
lime  of  the  session,  and  he  hoped  the  time  would 
not  be  spent  in  discussing  this,  which  was  of  less 
importance,  and  of  which  the  passage,  at  best, 
was  doubtful,  and  which,  when  passed,  could  not 
take  efiect  until  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Baldwin  was  apposed  to  (he  poatpone- 
meot,  because  the  question  had  been  pr«tty  well 
discussed,  the  minds  of  members  were  made  up, 
and  it  would  be  belter  to  meet  ihequestlon  direct- 
ly. The  lateness  of  the  period  of  the  session  was 
no  argument  for  him  against  acting  upon  it.  We 
have  bied  a  day  for  terminating  the  session,  it  is  ' 
true,  said  Mi.  B.,  but  when  we  did  it,  I  presume 
it  was  with  an  expectation  that  wc  could  get 
through  all  our  business  within  the  time  proposed. 
He  regretted  to  see  the  disposition  to  hurry  off 
this  buMDess.  The  Committee  of  Retrenchment 
had  reported  to  this  House  that  there  would  be  an 
actual  deflciency  of  revenue,  for  the  present  year, 
of  92,100,000.  The  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  asserted,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  there  would  be  a  surplus  of  $721,000. 
If  the  first  statement  was  true,  what  was  to  be 
done?  And  if  the  last  were  true,  a  snrptus  of 
S700,000  was  hardly  sufficient  to  provide  for  the 
chapter  of  accidents.  But  if  ti  should  turn  out 
not  to  be  true.  Congress  would  have  to  be  con- 
vened in  Older  to  authorize  a  loan.  Of  all  times 
in  the  session,  then,  this  is  the  time  for  retrench- 
ing expenses.  The  committee  on  that  subject  has 
«ome  forward  with  items  of  their  calculations, 
and  the  chairioan  has  declared  himself  ready  to 
support  it  with  documents.  And,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
took  it  for  ffranted  that  the  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  not  have 
come  forward  in  the  solemn  manner  be  did  to- 
day, without  being  also  prepared  with  documents 
to  support  his  statement.     Upon  an  examination 


and  due  imderstanding  of  this  point,  Mr.  B.  said, 
his  decision  depended.  If  he  was  satisfied  thai 
the  Committee  on  Retrenchment  was  right,  ht 
should  vole  10  cut  down  two  millions  somewhere. 
If  he  was  satisfied  that  the  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland was  right,  he  would  cut  down  noibing  but 
anuses — he  would  lop  off  nothing  but  excres- 
cences— nothing  but  what  was  useless.  Now,  the 
gentlemen  being  ready  with  iheir  statements,  the 
contest  could  be  settl«l  in  a  few  hours.  A  great 
proportion  of  this  House  thinks  that  retreDchmeni 
IS  necessary.  I  am  prepared  to  say,  (added  Mi. 
B.j)  if  the  revenue  falls  short  of  the  eipenditare. 
it  is  the  duty  of  every  man  to  reduce  th^ipead- 
iture.  He  would  not  now  say  what  errors  had 
heretofore  been  made  by  committees  on  the  snb- 
ject  of  the  finances ;  but  he  would  say,  that  yon 
must  not  rely  on  their  estimates  without  seekiog 
their  documenis.  There  had  been  important  mis- 
takes heretofore  committed  in  that  way — mis- 
statements of  millions.  He  did  not  mention  ihi^ 
reproachfully ;  for  it  was  difficult  to  estimate  cor- 
rectly what  mubt  necessarily  be  uncertain.  Ou: 
expenses  are  certain,  and  we  ought  to  be  equally 
sure  of  (he  competency  of  our  revenue  to  meci 
them.  He  wanted,  be  said,  to  see  these  docu- 
ments. As  to  taking  statements  from  a  commii- 
lee  as  a  matter  of  faith,  tu  bind  him  in  oppositioi 
to  a  matter  of  reason,  be,  for  one,  woultl  not  dc 
it,  for  the  best  of  ell  reasons — that  the  experience 
of  many  years  shows  that  they  are  often  gnwilT 
inaccurate.  I 

When  Mr.  B.  concluded — 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  proposed  pwi- 
ponement  to  the  first  Monday  in  December  next— 
yeas  33,  nays  132,  as  follows : 

Yxis — M«nra.  Allen  of  Masnchuiatts,  Aiekn.  | 
Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bsrstotr,  Btjiy,  BIsckJcdp. 
Barkod,  Oannnn,  Dickinson,  Faller,  GoibaiD,  Joan 
of  TenncHM,  Lalbiop,  Little,  Long,  tlcCait;.  U^i 
Neill.Milnor,  Newion.IUnkiD,  8a«;>r,  Scott,  Sbkucl 
8.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  Surling  of  Conncclicsl.  | 
Trimble,  I'ucker  of  Virginia,  Vsn  RaamilaeT,  Vli-  \ 
liamsoo,  Wiimn,  and  Wiigbl. 

Ntn — Maura.  Aleiaiidcr,  Baldwin,  Barbti  i( 
Connecticnt,  Basietl,  Bsteman,  Blair,  Breckenridgt. 
Brown,  Bucbjuian,  Burrows,  Bqrlon,  Butler,  Cm- 
breleng,  GampbeU  of  New  York,  Campbell  of  Obic. 
Casaedy,  ChambaiSr  Cocke,  ColiUn,  Condict,  Cook- 
ling,  Conner,  Cook,  CraAs,  Crudup,  Cnshman,  Calb' 
belt,  Dane,  Durfea,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  Con- 
□ecticul,  EdnarJa  of  Pcnnijlianii,  Edwarda  of  TiaiA. 
Carolina,  Euili*,  Farrellj,  Findlav,  Floyd,  Gaiaetli 
Gebhsrd,  Gilmer,  Gi«l,  -Giau,  Hardin,  Hsrrtt.: 
Hawks,  Hemphill, Hendrick*.  Hill, Hobarl,Holcoo>^.| 
Hooka,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T.  JoIib- 
'son,  Jonei  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Eeyea,  hettttieb,  Lia- 
coln,  Litchfield,  McCoy,  McLanc,  McKicrrj,  Mallsn. 
Mallaek,  MalMin,  Haltoeka,  Mere«r,  Halcalfs,  Mitc^ 
etl  of  Penniylvania,  Mitchill  of  Soatb  Cuiilina-j 
Moore  of  FennijlTaaia,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Mton  tl  | 
Alabama,  Morgan,  Marrsy,  Nealo,  Nataoo  of  Mmb- 
chaa^tu,  Nslaon  of  MaijUn'd,  NeUoa  «f  Virginis. 
New,  Ofeiatreel,  Pattersoii  of  New  Yoik,  Patlenea : 
of  PenDsylvanis,  Phillips,  Pietaon,  Pilcbar,  PfoBM 
of  New  HanpebitB.  Plainer  of  PeoDiytnnia,  R<cJ 
of  Hasaaclinietla,  Reed  of  Maryland,  BsnIofGemsia. 
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Rhei,  Ricfa,  Hocheitcr,  Baser*,  Ron,  Rugglea,  Rnu, 
RdhU,  Sander*,  ScrgeiDt,  Arthor  Smith,  W.  Smidi, 
SleTiDmon,  Blswiit,  Btnldird,  Swin,  Titndl,  Tb;- 
lar,  Tbompwn,  ToJ,  Tamlinton,  Tnej,  Tackar  of 
SoDlh  (Jirolict,  Uphrnn,  VancB,  Via  Wyck,  Walker, 
WtlKorth,  WarSeld,  Wbippla.  Whita,  WhitmaD, 
Willitmi  of  Noitb  Cwolipa,  William*  of  Virginia, 
Wood,  Woudeock,  Woodson,  and  Worman. 
So  the  motion  was  nrgaiived. 
Mr.  Tod  agaio  called  for  Ibe  previous  question, 
bat  (he  rarae  Dot  being  demanded  by  a  majority 
of  ibe  members  prneot,  could  not  be  put. 

The  question  was  then  taken  dd  the  amcod- 
meat  to  the  inslructions,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Hill, 
as  above  described  j  and  it  was  delermined  in  the 
aegalive. 

During  the  lemainder  of  this  day's  proceed- 
JDgs,  there  was  further  desultory  debate,  in  which 
the  following  gentlemen  took  part,  viz:  Messrs. 
Rbu,  J0HK8,  W1L1.1AMB  of  North  CaroliDs, 
WiLwoHTH,  F.  Jones,  Alex.  Shtth,  Merges, 
Kent,  and  Rocbebter. 

The  actual  proceedioga,  eiolusiTc  of  debate, 
neteas  followt: 

Mr.  CoKDicT  moved  to  amend  the  proposed  in- 
iiruclioos  on  recommitmeDt,  by  expanging  there- 
from the  words "  mileage,  six  dollars  for  every 
twenty  miles,  also  (0  make  tbe;"  which  motion 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  JoNEa,  oC  Tennessee,  then  moved  to  amend 
ihe  ^id  iastruelioDs.  so  as  to  require  the  commit- 
tee to  amend  the  bill  in  such  way  as  would  allow 
the  members  fuur  dollars  per  day  for  their  attend- 
ance, and  four  doUara  for  every  twenty  miles  of 
their  necesjary  travel  to  and  from  the  Seat  of 
Government. 
And  (be  qneation  being  staled — 
Mr.  Sandbrb  tbeti  withdrew  his  motion  10  re- 
commit the  bill,  and  Mr.  Joreb'b  motion    fell 

Whereupon  Mr.  Pattebaon,  of  New  York,  re- 
newed the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  the 
instructions  proposed  by  Mr.  Sandebh,  modified 
in  the  former  part  thereof  as  proposed  in  the 
imendmeot  moved  by  Mr.  Jokgb.  And  the  ques- 
:bn  being  stated  thereon — 

Mr.  LoMOt  moved  to  amend  the  said  instruciioDs 
)y  striking  out  Jiiur  dollars,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
nserting  tmett  doUart. 

Mr.  BAasn-r  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
notion  to  recommit  by  expunging  all  the  inslroc- 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  not  to  be  in 
trder,  it  beiog  in  effect  a  call  for  a  division  of  a 
lueslion  declared  by  the  rules  of  the  House  n  ' 
li  visible. 

From  which  d«cisioQ  Mr.  Babsett  appealed 
he  House;  and  upon  the  question  being  taken,  Is 
he   decisimi  of  the  Chair  correct  7    It  was   ' 
ided  in  the  affirmative. 

Tfae  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
iroposed  by  Mr.  Loho,  and,  being  taken,  it  was 
letermined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Babsett  moved  to  amend  the  instructions 
y  striking  out/nrr  dollariand  inserting  rix  ;  and 


'.it — Mesar*.  Alexander,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Ohio, 
Baaaell,  Blair,  Breckenridge,  Burton,  Cambrelens, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Chamlien,  Conkling,  Cr*ni,  Cm- 
dup,  Cnthbert,  Dane,  Darfee,  Dwight,  Edward*  of 
IVorlh  Carolina,  Floyd,  Gebhard,  Oilmer,  Gt*C  Hirdin, 
HarTej,  Hendiick*,  Herrick,  UabiTt,  Holcombe, 
Hooka,  Hubbard,  Jickion,  F.  Jofanaon,  1.  T.  Johnion, 
Jonea  of  Virginia,  Kent,  Xejes,  Leftwich,  Lincoln, 
Long,  McCoj,  McLaoe,  Hilaoo,  Metrallc,  Moore  at 
AUbama,  New,  Orentreot,  Pinner  of  New  Hanp- 
*bire,  Rankin,  Reed  of  MarjUnd,  Reid  of  Georgia, 
Rhea,  Ro**,  Buggies,  Sanden,  Scott,  Sergeant,  Arthur 
Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  8.  Smitb, 
TatDatl,  Thomaon,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Vance, 
Van  Wjck,  Walker,  Whipple,  WilUain*  of  North 
Carolina,  WiUisms  of  Virginia,   Wilwjn,  and  Wood- 

NAia — Me*K*.  Allen  of  MasaadiDaett*,  Archer, 
Ball,  Barber  of  Con  nee  tic  ut,  Banton,  Betamin,  Bay- 
ly, Blackledge,  Borland,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burrowa, 
Butler,  Campbell  of  North  Carolina,  Casae^,  Cocke, 
Golden,  Condici,  Conner,  Cook,  Cnahmaa,  Dickinion, 
Eddy,  Edward*  of  Conneuicut,  Gdwinl*  of  Penniyl- 
Tania,  Eualii,  Farrelly,  FindUy,  Fuller,  Oarnett,  Gor- 
bam,  OroH,  Hawk*,  Uempfaill,  Hill,  Jones  of  Tea- 
nesne.  Lathrop,  Litchfield.  McCarly,  MeSherr?,  Mal- 
lary,  Matlack,  Mattocka,  Mercer,  Milnor,  Mitchell  ot 
PsnniylTania,  Mitchell  o(  South  Carolina,  Monlgom- 
ery,  Moore  of  PetinsjlTani*,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Mor- 
gan, Murray,  Neata,  Nelion  of  Maoaehnaetta,  Nelaon 
of  Maryland,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Patterwn 
of  New  York,  PattsrHiii  of  Pennaylvania,  Phillip*, 
Pleraon,  Pitcher.  Plumer  of  Pennajlvania,  Rc«l  of 
Maaeaehuselt*,  Rich,  Rochester,  Rogers,  Buas,  Ruaaall, 
Sawyar,  Sloane.  S.  Smith,  Starling  of  Connecticut 
Btevenion,  Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Taylor,  Tod, 
TomlinHin,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  Virgiaia,  Upham,  Van 
Renaaelaer,  Walwottb.  WarGflld,  White,  Whitman, 
WiIli*m*on,  Woodcock,  Worman,  Wright— 92- 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  four  dollars 
and  insert  six. 

Mr.  WiLLiAHa,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  Committee  of  tb«  whole 
HoDse,  and  hake  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  this 
day,  his  object  being  to  restore  the  bill  to  its  origi- 
nal shape,  and  the  yens  asd  nays  being  ordered  on 
that  qaesiioD,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative- 
yea*  ae,  naya  106. 

Mr.  A.  SuvTB  moved  to  amend  tfae  instructions 
by  striking  out  all  aflei  the  word  bill,  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

*■  That,  from  and  after  the  laet  day  of  Jnue  next, 
the  pay  for  travelling  and  atlandancB  of  member*  of 
the  Senate  and  Hau*a  of  Representativea ;  the  pay 
and  allowance*  of  their  officers  and  derki ;  tb«  aala- 
riee  of  the  Secretaries  of  Bute,  the  Treaiury,  the  Na^ 
vy,  end  the  War  Departmenu,  and  their  clerk*;  of 
the  Attorney  General  and  hie  cUrk ;  of  the  Poatma^fer 
General,  hia  asaiitaoli  and  clerk* ;  the  Commi*«wiar 
of  the  Land  OBIce,  and  hi*  clerka ;  of  the  Commb- 
rioner*  of  the  Navy  Board,  and  their  clerks  ;  b{  the 
Treanirer,  and  hiacUrk*;  of  the  Complrollera  oftha 
Treaeury,  and  their  derka;  of  the  Auditor*  of  ^« 
Treiinty,  and  their  dark*  ;  and  the  Begiator,  and  his 
elaAa.Bhall  be  Te4n««d  twenty  per  cent." 
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Letter  fnm  Hi.  Badinty. 


Apbil,  11 


Mi.  Boohbstbr  moTed  lo  add  ibe  foUawiDj  to 
this  proposed  amendment: 

"Eicvpling  inch  clacks  vrhnae  unutl  mIuj  doc* 
noCamoDnt  toman  than  91,000;  ind  provided  that 
iba  mlnclion  of  no  clerk'i  ulu;,  which  now  aiceedi 
$1,000  per  annum,  atiRll  be  reduced  below  asid  aam." 

Bat  before  anr  question  was  taken  thereon,  th# 
House  adjonrnea. 

Monday,  April  29. 

Mr.  Se  ROB  A  NT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Dey  and  James  Macdonald^  and  the  pe- 
tition or  remonstrance  of  David  MeWille ;  and  also 
a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture  on  the 
first  mentioned  petition,  made  an  unfavorable  re- 
port ;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Blackledoe,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Buildinga  made  a  report  on  ihe  petition  of 
Willian:!  R.  Maddox,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  war  read  twice,  and  com' 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mi.  Cocke  moved  tba't  the  House  take  into 
cofiaideration  a  resolution,  heretofore  submitted 


meat  during  the  recess  of  Congrats ;  and  theques- 
tion  being  taken  thereon,  the  House  refused  to 
consider  the  motion — a^es  57,  noes  77. 

A  mfssage  iweived  from  the  Senate  containing 
the  result  of  the  conference  between  the  commii- 
tees  of  the  two  Houses  in  relation  to  the  bill  for 
granting  to  the  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama 
three  per  cent,  upon  the  Miles  of  public  lands 
within  the  said  States,  was  read,  and  Mr.  Ran- 
Km  moved  that  the  Houi^e  do  so  far  recede  frooi 
their  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
as  to  comply  with  the  amendment  recommended 
by  the  committee  of  conference,  which  was  agreed 
to.  A  further  message  received  from  the  Senate, 
returning  thcAavy  Rppropriation  bill,  with  sundry 
amendment!,  waa  lacen  up. 

Mr.  CaoK  moved  to  disagree  to  Khii  amendment 
in  relation  to  excepting  from  the  proviso  the  d«- 
faultm  who  became  so  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
pt»ciation  of  Treasury  notes.  Those  note*,  he 
said,  had  long  disappeared  from  eiiculation,  and 
if  any  person  bad  been  so  remiss  as  to  obtain  no 
settlement  for  so  long  a  time,  he  thought  he  ought 
not  to  he  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  gen- 
eral proviso. 

A  few  further  remarks  were  made  by  Mr.  TVal- 

WOHTH  against,  and  by  Mr.  FotLEH  in  favor  of 

the  motion  to  disBCTee,  when  the  question  was 

\taken  thereon,  and  lost— ayes  54,  noes  58.    Then 

e  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  RODNGY. 

TA^  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a. 
letter  ^dressed  to  him  by  Cmbku  A.  Rodney,  a 
Senato\of  the  United  Sutes  from  the  State  of 
Delawar\  explanatory  of  hia  transactionB  with 
the  War  D)epartment,  as  referred  to  in  the  report 
of  the  selec^ommittee  to  whom  was  referred  the 


reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  unm  ibc 
BUDJeci  of  the  examinations  of  the  land  officeiiii    |i 
the  Statesof  Ohio,  Indiana, Illinois, and  MisNNui;    ji 
which  letter  was  read  and  ordered  Ic  lie  on  ibe   | 
table.    The  tetter  is  as  follows:  I 

Hon.  PBrxir  P.  Biaaonn, 

Speaker  of  Ike  Heutt  of  Bepmentatita- 

8iB  :  In  a  report  made  to  the  Houa*  at  ReprHoii. 
■tiTW,  b;  the  aclect  comuitlee,  to  wham  were  leTurd 
■evnal  commankationi,  Tron  the  Saerttiij  of  ibt 
Traaauiy,  rolatite  to  the  maoaer  in  which  Ibi  \ni 
offices  have  been  eiioiined,  it  ia  atsted — 

"The  committee  beliaTe  it  lo  have  been  mail  k 
the  War  Department  alio  lo  emplov  Diemben  of  CoO' 
greaa  aa  coaniel  in  behalf  of  the  Dniled  8lilct.iitd 
Ibey  refer  patticularij  to  the  inalances  of  Mr.  Bi!J' 
wio,  of  Iba  House  of  RepreientatiTea,  and  Mr.  Ri^* 
ne;,  of  Delaware,  of  the  Senate,  emplojed  and  ptiJ 
aacanoHl,  under  Ibe  direction  of  the  preaeDlSecreliij  ' 
of  War." 

With  respect  to  mjaelf,  an  error  haa  been,  nnluM' 
lionallj,  csmaiilteil ;  ai  I  was  not,  when  emplortil  n 
paid,  a  member  of  Congreaa,  either  of  the  Benalaof  «f 
the  House  of  Repreaantativea  %  thia  will  appear  inta 
the  aequel.  On  the  6lh  of  March,  1930,  I  lecei'd  t 
letter  frMS  MfLJur.Bsbcock.  of  Ihe  corps  of  engiitRit, 
who  waa  Btationed  at  Newoaatle,  raquaaliDi  my  pra- 
fap>ional  aervices  in  the  ciaa  of  an  ejecinent  hrniibi 
for  the  Pea  Paid),  the  trial  of  which  waa  eipecud  u 
take  place  at  Trenton,  in  the  circuit  court  of  tjie  Uni- 
ted Slates  for  the  district  of  New  JarMj,  on  ibe  fim 
of  April  fbllowiog.  Agreeably  lo  thia  Jeairt  I  lUend^ 
the  eourt,  but  the  trial  waa  postponed  in  ci}iiKi|iieTi» 
of  the  absence  of  msterial  witnesaei  on  the  pin  of  thr 
defendant.  Rolae  were  obuined  for  the  taking  Ibfit 
depoaitioDi,  and  also  for  a  apecial  jury,  and  for  a  nit- 
vej  of  the  diapatsd  premiaea. 

In  the  Summer  of  I8S0,  a  detailed  report  of  Ibt 
caae  was  prepared  and  tranamitled  to  the  Depsttrntm 
of  War.  At  ike  October  term,  in  the  aame  year,  I  U- 
teaded  again  at  Trenloa  l  and  waa  there  on  the  di;  *l 
the  general  election  in  Delaware,  whan  Repreuali- 
tiiee  to  tbe  ITth,  or  present  Cwpem,  were  diBa< 
The  result,  howarer,  was  not  knowo  nntil  aomedi^ 

Id  the  moiiih  of  Novembar  following,!  wss  ptidfo 
the  aerricee  rendered,  and  I  have  not  aince  been  atibt 

The  ConMitutionat  term  of  the  present  Hosm  J 
RepraMntative*  comnwDced  on  the  4th  March.  18)1- 
Until  that  period  arrived,  I  waa  not  a  mcnber  ofCen- 
grass,  and  mtgbt  have  held  any  olhar  iBcoinpUiHt 
offiae  under  the  ConititiitiDD  of  the  Unitad  SiatM  « 
of  Delaware. 

The  Legialatura  of  the  Stats  of  Delaware  chue  »' 
aSeaalor  of  the  United  Sutea  on  the  lOih  of  Jinauj 
laat,  bul  the  cerliGcate  of  my  elecLon  waa  not  recein^ 
in  Gonvequence  of  my  abaaDce  from  severs  indupua- 
tioD,  uDiil  tbe  34th  of  that  month,  when  I  took  a; 
aeat  in  tho  Senate. 

'Hiti  simple  narratiTe  of  facts,  given  aeeordint  k> 
the  beat  of  my  raoolltction,  asaialed  by  the  ariginil 
papers  Istrly  ruceived,  ii  reapertfully  subtRilted  lo  lli< 
coDsideralion  of  the  Hntiae  of  Rapreaenutivea  '*" 
view  of  correcting  any  erroneous  inpnaaiooa 
may  have  been  made  by  tbe  uiiintantianai  mistikt  o' 
so  respectable  a  committee.     I  have,  A:c^ 

U.  A.   RODHEV. 

ApMli.  37,  1SS2. 
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The  amendmeab  proposed  by  ibe  Seaale  to  ilie 
bill,  entttled  "An  act  uakiiw  approprialions  for 
ihe  sapport  of  [he  Navy  of  iLe  Uaited  States  for 
the  year  1822,"  were  read  aad  agreed  to  hy  the 

POST  OFFICE  INVESTIGATION. 

Mr.  Sakdehb,  from  the  select  com  mil  tee  a  p- 
painled  \o  iDvestigale  the  Post  Office  Departmeat, 
nude  the  following  report  tbereoik : 

Ths  iclacE  Gommjtta*  to  wboin  wu  nfirrBd  tba  ia- 
TMtigatioD  of  tha  aSiin  of  tbe  Poit  Ol&ce  Department, 
biTB  tud.  Mcoidiag  to  orditr,  tha  ■■me  aad«  coaiider- 
idan,  ind  beg  Ibbtb  to  report : 

Tbtl,u  the  ■^tsnlionof  the  committee  wu  directed 
to  DO  iHcific  object  but  to  the  flieal  eSur*  oftba  Poat 
OSn  Deparlment  gtaenWj,  ihey  htve  cDdetvored  to 
give  u  their  eiimioBliun  each  a  ilifcciian  la  they  con- 
aidered  moet  likely  to  elicit  iny  impioper  tranuctioca 
ID  the  Departinent,  ifeny  aocb  exiated,  end  M  the 
nine  time  to  exhibit  ite  concerai  in  aucb  ■  paint  of 
lieir  n  woald  beat  entble  the  Hoaae  to  jndge  of  ila 
■UMgepeat  and  conditioD. 

Tb«  laaeatifetian,  bowBTer,  which  tlie  oanniltM 
hare  bean  maibitd  to  mmkt,  bu  Iimii  of  too  pertial  ■ 
cbuicter  to  proTaaatiebetory  evea  to  tbemeelTte.  The 
lateaen  of  th«  period  at  wbicll  it  wae  coiMBcnoed,  the 
praJlminaiy  calli  nbich  they  found  it  nacewary  to 
make,  added  to  their  other  dutiea  on  the  Hoaae,  forbid 
their  |oing  into  that  eltaneiTe  inquirj  iuto  the  differ- 
ent conlracta,  recaipta,  aDd  eipeudituree,  of  the  De- 
paitment,  which  wonld  have  rfquired  their  eiclualve 
utentioD  for  neeka,  bnl  from  which  atoQe  a  full,  fair, 
and  conecl  report  of  ita  rarjoaa  Iranaactiona  can  e'ec 
be  made.  Portial  abuaea  may  lie  examined  and  ex- 
posed, and  thui  lead  to  the  corrretion  of  othura  of  ainre 
CDnaeqaence,  tlioui[h  more  difEmll  to  diaeoTcr,  The 
poiota  of  inquiry  to  which  the  attention  of  tlie  com- 
mittee baa  bMD  eapocially  directed,  and  tha  facta  which 
tbty  have  bran  enabled  ut  collect,  may  not  prove  with- 
out th«ir  tiaa.     Thaas  poinU  are  aa  follawa,  Tii : 

l>  WhathoTdapIieatcaora)!  coolraeta  and  propoaala 
made  and  eottiad  into  witb  the  Departirtent,  hate 
been  lodged  with  the  CouptroUer  of  the  Treaaaiy  1 

S.  Whether,  in  any  initance,  contract*  ha*B  bean 
iopropeilT  given  to  oiie  prraon,  in  piabranoe  to 
tber! 

3.  Whether  the  public  moiMy  haa  been  improperly 
adranced  to  cuDtractora,  or  other  panoos  in  the  aarTice 
of  the  Department,  in  anticipatioa  of  their  aarticu  ^ 

i.  Whether  certain  deputy  poatmaaleta  ha*a  made 
doe  retuma  of  ths  eipenaea  incident  to  their  office, 
and  whether  they  ha*a  not  been  allowed  for  eilraTa- 
pnt  eipendilorea  ! 

Whether  the  Fuatmaater  General  haa  taken  timely 
■tape  for  the  lecoTory  of  the  different  auma  due  the 
Dtpartmml  from  deputy  poatmaatert. 

I.  With  reapect  to  the  Brat  point  of  inquiij,  the 
eomnlttee  called  on  the  Comptroller  of  lbs  Treai 
to  be  farniahed  with  the  dnplicat«  of  certain  coni 
and  (he  propotala,  for  the  purpose  of  eiaminiag  the 
nme,  wMcb  they  were  unable  to  obtain.  The;  then 
addreeacd  a  letter  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treaaoiy. 
for  the  parpoae  of  knowing  on  what  principle  the  ac- 
caaalB  of  the  Poatmaaler  General  were  audited  and 
settled.  In  reply,  they  learnt  that  from  the  practical 
cooatmctiiHi  gitea  to  tbe  act  fbr  rrguliitiDg  iba  Poat 
Office  ElatablUhmaDt,  the  reoeipta,  and  not  the  con- 
'  aitlasMot,  and 


the  Poat  Office  accounta  audited  accordingly.  If  Iha 
daplicitea  of  cootracta  and  the  propoeala,  were  meialj 
to  be  depoaited  lor  aafe-keeping  with  the  CoDptrolIer, 
lot  aa  Toochert.  to  direct  him  in  paaaing  upon  the 
different  payment*  made  by  the  Poitmaeter  General, 

could  be  a  matter  of  but  lillieconaequence  whether  the 
requiaitea  of  the  law  in  tbia  particular  were  uimplied 
with  or  not.  The  committee  now  learn  that  a  diffsi- 
out  mode  of  aetllemeat  ia  determined  on  ;  and,  though 
it  may  be  attended  with  aoma  difficulty  and  delay,  it 
certainty  will  produce  more  correctoeaa  and  reaponai- 
bility. 

IL  On  the  aeeond  point  of  inqniir,  the  committaa 
learnt,  from  romor,  that  contraetaliad  been  iiaptoftt^ 
obtainad  from  tha  Department,  and  aold  out  to  eoarid- 
erahle  profit.  But,  boia  a  caiefhl  examination  of  tha 
booke  m  which  ere  entered  the  different  propoaala, 
though  tliey  find  many  inatancea  in  which  thaoontract 
wu  tiDt  giTcn  10  the  lawett  bidder,  atill  they  ha<a  not 
been  enabled  to  diacotar  any  one  wluch  partimtlar 
dreumalaBcee  might  not  hava  juatified. 

ni.  On  tha  third  point  of  inquiry,  aa  to  moneya  ad- 
vaneed  eootractora,  and  other  peraoni  in  the  aeriice  of 
the  DoftaTtmanl,  in  anticipation  of  Ibair  aarvieea,  the 
CavnitLaa  find  that,  on  the  lat  day.ef  January  laat, 
there  ware  on  tha  Poat  Offloa  book*  onliqnidalad 
account*  for  monaja  and  debu  thaa  adnpesd,-  tha 
amount  of  «M,gM  00 

'J'hat,  aince  that  tina,  than  baa  bean 
repaid  by  aeraicaa  Tendared  '        -  17,S88  7A 

Tbat,  of  tluaanoi,  tliaio  wa*  advanoed 
by  the  late  Po^maatar  General      •        •        13,703  4S 

The  moat  of  theae  adnneea  may  have  been  properly 
made  in  aid  of  poat  qfflee  contraete,  though  in  aome 
inetancea  no  euch  reaaon  could  have  exiated.  That, 
of  thia  amount,  there  will  probably  be  loat  aomething 
abort  of  $10,00a 

In  connexion  with  thia  aubject,  the  attention  of  the 
committee  bu  been  directed  to  the  tranaportallon  of 
tha  mail  between  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and 
the  employment  of  Cheater  Bailey  aa  agent  and  con- 
tractor with  the  Department.  They  find,  ao  eajriy  u 
ISi],  the  mail  between  those  ciiiea  wu  carried  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  Department,  under  the 
lupennlendence  of  Cheater  Bailey,  u  agent,  and  with 


the  annexed  account  of  Cheater  Bailey,  the  eipenie  of 
trana porting  the  mail  between  Pbiladalpbia  and  Jeraey 
City,  to  haie  been  $9,iH  SO.  That  Ibe  Poelmuter 
General  then  contracted  with  Cheater  Bailey,  for  the 
tranaportation  of  tha  mad  on  the  ume  route  at  alx 
thouaand  fira  hundred  dollara,  girlng  him  the  u*e  of 
the  United  Statu'  property.  That  thia  arrangement 
continued  until  IB18,  when  Cheater  Bailey  agreed  to 
take,  at  valuation,  the  United  Stataa'  property,  and 
continue  the  carriage  of  the  mail  at  the  aame  price. 
That  the  property  wu  valued  to  him,  by  two  contrac- 
tora,  at  $3,880,  much  leu  than  the  coat,  or  what  moat 
have  been  tta  real  value.  That,  aince  that  time,  tha 
mail  ban  been  carried,  hy  contract,  at  six  thonnnd  fl«o 
hoodreil  dollara  per  annum.  It  further  appeara,  that 
thero  haa  been  paid  to  Cheater  Baikiy,  for  varioua  aer- 
viceau  egent  of  the  Department,  (1,043  G3.  That 
he  receive*  an  annual  aalary  of  9800  u  agent,  beiidw 
hia  travelling  expeneBa,  when  called  on  hy  the  Depart- 
ment, in  dioebarga  of  aucb  dutiu  u  may  be  required 
of  him.  WhatererneeeuityinayhBveaxialedforhii 
eiaplorffletit,  wUlat  tha  mail  batwaan  Philada^ia 
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uti  New  Toik  wi>  enried  it  th«  aipenM  6f  the  Da- 
partmcnt,  the  eanmittM  csn  peicci**  no  •ach  neeci- 
ntftn  eiiit  at  preKnt. 

The  let  ngultllog  the  Poet  Office  EiUMiihmeiit 
decltm  Ihit,  in  no  inttance,  ihell  depnt?  ponmuten 
reteite  *  larger  compenstlian  than  two  tboniand  dot- 
Ian,  after  deducting  the  eipendilurei  indilent  to  their 
dIScc.  It  further  proTidea,  that  eTery  depnlj  poetmii- 
tet,  wbaic  rfceipti  aball  emonntto  91,000,  ahall  make 
an  annual  return  of  the  eipenaei  incident  to  hia  office. 
The  act  doei  not,  in  eiprcat  terme,  give  to  the  I'oat- 
ni alter  QeDBral  ■  cantrat  oTer  their  eipenaea,  many  of 
which  appear  highly  extravagant,  and  ought  to  be 
cartaileil.  From  the  annexed  retnrna,  it  will  be  aeen 
that  the  cmnmiuiona  of  forty-one  deputy  poetmailera, 
and  the  contingent  eipenaea  allotted  for  their  offioera, 

amonnt  to 9113,066  TG 

le  which  abould  be  added  the  extra  eom- 


9  Oft 


Making 9113,066  76 

The  laat  object  ef  inquiry  with  the  committae,  waa 
for  the  pnrpoae  of  knowing  whether  ^a  Poatmaater 
Oeneral  bad  directed  anita  in  all  caaea  of  failnre  on  the 
part  of  depnly  poatmaatara  within  the  time  praaeribed 
by  law,  and  if  not,  whether  be  bad  charged  himaelf 
with  the  amount  of  their  accOData,  for  failing  to  do  ao. 
Thta  «■*  a  fact  diffioolt  to  aacartein,  aa  well  froio  the 
multiplicity  of  deptlly  poatmaatera,  the  nnmber  againit 
whom  aullB  bad  been  brought,  and  the  particular  time 
of  ii.atituting  the  same.  The  committee  find  from  the 
balancea  ■■  itated  on  the  liooka  of  the  Poat  Office  Se- 

Sarlment,  there  appear)   due  to  the  Oeneral  Poat  Of- 
ce,  up  to  the  first  day  of  January  laat  9434,463  34} 
Thai  of  Ibia  anm  there  waa  due  from 
deputy   poatmaatera   in    office,    and 
who  baJ  gone  out  of  office      -        -     370,108  S4j 
Thai  of  thia  lum  there  waa  in  auit,  aa 
near  aa  could  be  aacartained    -        -      100,000  00 
But  whether  theae  auita  were  inatituted  in  (he  time 
preacribed  by  law,  the  committee  ba«e  not  been  ena- 

laeoQcluaion,  theeommittee  willauhmit  abrief  eom- 
parative  view  of  the  receipla  and  expenditDree  of  the 
department,  between  a  former  and  the  laat  year. 
The  reuipta  of  the  Poit  Office  Deparl- 

mont  for  the  ^ear  1816,  were  -  ■  9961,783  00 
For  transportation  of  the 

mail  ....  9a31,eT0  00 
Compeoaaiion  and  inci- 
dental ex  penaea  •        -     ZBS,40S  00 


Balance  in  hvor  of  the  department      -  9157,360  00 


Thetecwptofiv  the  year  1891,  were  91.039,103  00 
For  Iraaaportatioo  of  the 

mail  -  -  9814,V9S  06 

Companaation  and  inci' 

dental  eipenaea  -        -     866,003  00 

1,180,061  00 


Againat  the  depaitmcnl  • 


9150,050  06 


On  tbeSlat  of  Deoamber  laat,  there  were eiz  huB- 
drsd  and  ninelj>three  contracta,  for  the  carriage  of 
lb*  mail,  on  one  thooaaad  and  liirlj-Hght  poat  loutea. 


But  whether  these  increased  objecti  of  eipanditnit, 
or  the  want  of  a  proper  management  in  the  Pon 
Office  eoncerna,  has  produced  Ibia  large  diferaDca,  lb 
committee  will  not  undertake  to  decide. 

Aa  the  iuTMtigatioQ  of  the  committee  has  rcanlltd 
in  what  may  require  legialatiTa  enactmeati,  audit 
tbey  bavq  no  power  to  report  bj  bill,  Ihey  nibul 
the  following  reaolutlon : 

Rtaolted,  That  the  committee  appolated  to  iattMi- 
gate  the  affairs  of  the  Poat  Office  UepartBeal,  bi 
diacharged   from   the   further    conaideralion   ef  lln 

The  report  wai  ordered  to  be  printed,  aad  liid 
on  th«  table. 

PUBLIC  EXPENDITOREB. 
Mr.  DwiDBT  then  moved  th&t  the  House  do 

consider  a  molioa  which  be  this  morDiag  Uidm 
the  table;  and  the  House  agreed  to  coDsidet  it- 
ayes  69,  noes  57 ;  which  moiioo  ia  ia  the  tblLowiiig 

Rttldotd,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  l> 
examine  the  daciaiona  of  the  Second  Compttellar  of 
the  Ticacnry,  with  the  power  to  aend  for  peiaeni  tad 
paper*,  and  leave  to  report  at  the  next  aaaaioa. 

Mr.  Chambers,  of  Ohio,  expressed  a  desire  to 
uoderstand  from  the  morer  what  was  tbe  precipe 
object  of  hia  motion. 

Mr.  DwTQHT  said  be  bad  been  a  member  of  (he 
Committee  of  Expenditures,  which  waa  Uiely  for 
several  weeks  inTestigHting  the  expenditores  of 
the  Government,  and  particularly  those  wbicb 
were  uader  the  control  of  the  Second  Compttollet 
of  the  Tretwury.  The  particular  object  of  ibii 
resolution  was  to  have  ao  eiamiaation  into  cases 


of  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury.    Th< 

constituting  tbe  office  of  Second  Comptroller  of 
the  Treatury,  it  was  well  known  to  toe  Hoose, 
gave  (o  that  officer  the  power  of  dectdinff,  fiDsUy, 
on  accouBts  which  pass  the  Second,  Third,  anil 
Fonrth  Auditor's  Office.  A  year  or  two  ago,  on 
a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  John  H.  PitH,  b< 
was  found  to  be  indebted  to  tbe  United  Stattt  in 
a  balance  of  $48,000,  wbich  he  was  totally  uoi- 
Ue  to  pay,  and,  on  that  account,  prioci[»Uf,  i 
law  was  passed,  at  the  Ituil  session,  authoriziiig  a 
selUemeot  of  bis  accounts  according  to  equilT, 
wiib  a  proviso,  however,  that  no  allowaace  shocild 
be  made  to  his  credit  which  should  exceed  the 
sum  repotted,  in  settlement,  to  be  due  by  him  to 
the  United  States.  It  ia  now  allegpsl  that,  under 
that  law,  tbe  Second  Comptroller,  in  opposition 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Third  Auditor,  made  to  J- 
H.  Fialt  allowances  which  made  him  a  creditor 
of  the  Qovernment  for  ^60,000  over  and  shore 
the  sum  of  848,000,  for  which  he  was  previouslj 
reported  to  be  indebted.  The  committee  being  of 
opinion  that  this  was  a  legal  question,  and  not 
within  their  province,  it  appeared  to  Mr.  D.  tbal 
justice  to  the  individual  making  the  deeisioD,  k 
well  as  to  the  Qovernment,  required  an  investigt- 
lion  of  the  ptitieiptes  cm  which  this  decision  bid 
been  made.  There  was,  at  the  bottom  of  this 
motion,  no  disposition  to  injure  the  individual 
who  flUs  tbe  office  of  Second  ComptroUff,  but 
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paransphs  which  had  be«n  put  forth,  caicmated, 
indjior  Boght  be  kmnr,  iateoded  lo  injure  lh« 


simplf  to  protnote  juitiee  io  regard  to  all  parties  | 
concerned.  i 

Mr.  RoBB  nud  he  should  have  nisde  no  oppoai-  | 
lion  to  the  appoiDtBMD  t  of  a  committee  of  a  g«neTBl 
chaAetn ;  but  )te  had  do  idea  of  this  Houte  iMab- : 
lishiug  a  committee  with  inquisitorial  pofrerg,  to  ! 
make  an  iarestigsiion  either  favorable  or  other- 1 
wise,  of  a  leg«l  decision.  The  Secoud  Comptroller  \ 
•  of  the  Treaniry  ia  to  the  Third  Audiior  witat  the  : 
jutee  n  (o  Ae  jntf .  The  datr  of  the  Auditora  is  ! 
lo  jodge  more  of  matiera  of  fact  than  of  matters  i 
of  a  legal  charaeler.  Mr.  R.  aald  he  iboaght  it 
his  duty,  not  merely  in  conceouence  of  the  remarhs 
which  utre  been  here  publicly  made,  but  because 
if  the  pmnphleieeriD^  publications  and  neirspaper 
'  '  ■  Sad  be«         —    ■■       •     '^      ■ 

r  aught  be  kmrw,    ._  __^_._  ._. 

cl*i'm  of  John  H.  Piatt,  to  say  a  few  wi»tls.  That 
man,  aaid  Mr.  R.,  has  gone  to  his  long  home.  I 
could  hare  wished  tlMt  his  name  might  have  been 
soAred  to  have  rested  in  peace.    He  has  rendered 


an  honest  man,  to  say  the  least  of  htm,  and  say 
what  Tou  will  of  btm.  He  boped,  he  said,  that 
thia  Houae  would  not  institute  a  committee  clothed 
with  the  pown^  now  nroposed,  for  the  purpose  of 
giring  mir  Tiews,  eitber  of  the  matter  of  fact  or 
^Ibw,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  claim  of  the  repre- 
sentatiTee  cf  Mr.  Piatt  when  it  should  come  before 
ConsTCss  to  be  adjudicated  by  thb  body  in  its 
legal  character.  If  there  was  to  be  any  inquiry 
inatitnted,  let  it  be  a  generBl  one.  If,  said  be,  you 
an  about  to  seek  out  persons  against  whom  you 
are  to  let  loose  the  dogs  of  war,  briag  forward 
yoar  biaalc  list.  E)o  oot  single  out  the  ease  of  this 
.  man  beeanse  his  claim  happens  to  be  one  of  con- 
sideraMe  magnitude.  Let  your  inquiry  be  geaeral. 
Whatenr  might  be  other  men's  merits,  Mr.  R. 
said  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that,  wheQ 
that  man^  claim  came  before  the  House,  and  the 
law-makera  were  not  the  law-expounders,  the 
House  wnald  give  that  man  bu  claim  as  reported 
by  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasory. 
Jndges  ought  never  to  be  expounders  of  tite  law 
which  ibcy  iheroselves  have  motie.  Mr.  R.  said 
h«  should  tberefere  vote  agaimt  this  resolurion. 

Mr.  MoKTOOMXHif  said  the  power  proposed  by 
this  leaotution  to  be  confided  to  B  corataiiiee,  was 
one  whitA  the  House  was  caastanily  in  the  habK 
of  esercBliig,  and  which,  as  he  understood  the 
duties  of  the  House,  they  ought  to  exercise.  He 
waa  Borry  4hat  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  should 
hare  thought  it  necessary  to  raise  an  opposition 
to  this  resolution.  What  did  the  resolntion  pro- 
pose? A  mere  inquiry  into  transactions  between 
the  friends  of  a  man  now  deceased,  and  the  ac- 
coanting  officers  of  the  Treasury.  Mr,  M.  said 
be  did  not,foT  his  part,  understand  that  any  injury 
to  tbe  interest  of  the  representativen  of  the  late 
friend  of  the  gentletaan  itom  Ohio,  was  to  follow 
this  iaqniry.  Was  iHich  a  suppositiou  a  fairargu- 
meot  against  this  motion  7  Mr.  M.  said  he  could 
not  consider  the  CoinptnJlers  of  the  Treasnry  in 
the  light  of  judges.  Nor,  did  Congress  consider 
ihent  as  inch;  for  nothing  was  more  etHnmou 
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the  ordinary  forms  of  courts  of  law,  and  not  oar- 
ried  into  a  room  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
there  read  over  and  decided  upon.  Let  us  nave 
an  examination  and  scrutiny  of  the  accounts  ae- 
oOTding  to  official  and  customary  forms  of  comtai 
and  then  he  would  be  disposed  lo  yidld  undMptHM 
assent  to  the  judgments  of  these  officers.  Bat  ai 
long  as  aocoonli  were  revised  and  re-examined  bV 
the  Gomptrdlers  as  they  now  are,  there  was  k 
great  ptopriely  In  examining  them  over  again  in 
Congress.  Mr.  M.  said  he  could  not  bdieve  that 
those  Comptrollers  were  to  sit  as  judges,  becausle 
they  would  seHn,  under  that  view,  to  nave  thh 
double  character  of  executive  and  judicial  offlcerj. 
Thosewere  powers  which  ought  not  to  bo  blended. 
With  theK  vi?ws,  Mr.  M.  said  be  should  certainly 
vote  for  this  proposition.  If  ibe  dtAm  of  Ur. 
Piatt's  repfeseniatives  was  a  just  one,  Iheeomnrit- 
tee  would  support  the  decision  of  the  Compnroller. 
But,  if  it  should  be  found  that  the  claim  was  nif 
founded  either  in  law  or  equity,  the  gientleman 
from  Ohio  himself  must  agree,  that  it  ought  not 
10  be  allowed. 

Mr.  WaiGBT  made  a  motion  lo  amaid  ihfii 
resolution,  so  as  to  direct  the  proposed  ooAmittee 
to  investigate,  oot  the  decisions  of  the  OoittmroUw, 
but  the  outstanding  balances  due  by  ia^itidaats 
to  the  United  Slates.  Mi.  W.  made  a  variety  of 
remarks  on  the  importance  of  such  an  investiga- 
tion as  this,  to  show  what  Was  the  real  cbaiactar 
of  the  balances  reported  as  due  to  the  United 


saved  by  a  full  and  fair  inquiry 
into  the  matter,  and  an  exposition  of  its  merits. 
Such  an  inquiry  was  due  lo  ihe  people,  and  he 
knew  it  would  be  gtaiifyiog  to  the  Eieeutive. 
He  did  not  believe  the  money  of  the  nation  could 
be  better  expended  than  on  such  an  inquiry,  dtc. 

Mr.  Mai-laht  rose  and  said  he  believed  that  a 
grant  part  of  the  House  had  a  real  and  anxioVs 
wish  to  g«t  to  Bcnne  httaiiwss  wbiek  ooutd  bo  cotf- 
claded  at  the  preacot  wesiou,  aiid,  thercftre,  isov«d 
-to  lay  thisreeolution  on  the  table. 

TfaeSFGAKBK  said  the  hour  allowed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  original  motions  had  passed,  and  the 
resolution  would  be  ordered,  of  course,  to  It*  iM 
the  table;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table  acoWd- 
ingly. 

UtLITABY  REGULATIONS. 

The  Ull  from  the  Seoale  lo  repeal  the  four- 
teenth section  of  the  act  lo  reduce  And  fix  the'  Mil- 
itary Peace  Esiablishment,  (which  section  estab- 
lishes General  Scott's  Regulations  for  the  gor- 
emTuent  of  the  Army,)  was  read  a  third  time ; 
and  the  question  being  on  its  passage' — 

Mr.  Pi/)TP  said  that  this  bill  ought  not  to  pass 
without  some  examination;  because  the  Rules 
and  Regulations  which  it  went  to  repeal  contained 
some  provisions  which  were  oot  intended  to  be 
eataUiihed  by  Congress,  and  were  not  in  the  Reg- 
ulations when  ^y  were  established  by  Cof^iM. 
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The  sereoly-fifth  arlicte  of  those  rq^ulatioos 
Uioed  a  maoifeat  Toigery,  which  ought  to  bb  c&' 
Bmined  into.  He  had  before  him  the  manuscript 
Rules,  aa  laid  before  the  Congress  previous  lo 
their  being  established.    He  had  also  the  copy 

einted  from  the  manuscript  for  the  use  of  thii 
Duse,  and  coiiforaiiDg  to  it.  He  had  also  id  hia 
hand  the  copy  promulgated  by  the  War  Depart- 
DKHI.  In  that  copy  the  seventy-fifth  article  read 
ufoliovrs:  "Article  7S.  Trantfin.  1.  The  trans- 
'  fer  of  officers  will  only  be  made  by  the  Wkr  De- 
'  partment,  ia  order,  upon  the  mutual  application 
'.  of  the  parties,  except  m  extraordinary  cases. — &c 
'  63d  oriicb  o/var.  Nor  shall  an  officer  be  trans- 
<  ferted  into  a  regiment  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
'  rank  of  any  officer  thereof.  When  officers  are 
'  transferred  at  their  own  request,  the  order  for 
'  change  of  station  will  specify  the  fact. — Sw  art. 
'  69,  par.  81."  In  the  Rules  presented  to  this 
House,  and  by  it  enacted  into  lav,  the  words  in 
italic,  as  above,  were  not  to  be  found.  It  was  a 
aufaeequent  interpolation  and  a  palpable  forgery. 
He  had  other  ol)jectiQns  to  urge.  There  was  no 
aitoatioQ^  he  said,  in  which  officers  could  be 
placed,  m  time  of  peace,  in  which  they  did  not 
get  their  breret  pay,  and  other  emoluments  which 
Congress  did  not  intend  they  shoold  hare.  And 
rumor  (which  a  gentleman  from  Vir|[inia  said  the 
other  day  was  often  maligoaiit)  had  informed  him 
that,  when  General  Brown  was  attacked  with 
the  malady  under  which  he  yet  labors,  applica- 
tion was  made  by  General  Scott  for  the  command 
of  the  Armj,  on  the  ground  that  he  was  the  oldest 
Brevet  Major  General,  though  the  youngest  Brig- 
adier, and  this  too  to  the  exclusion  of  a  man  who 
had  risen  from  the  lowest  to  the  higbesl  ranks  of 
the  Army,  by  merit  and  with  fame. 

Mr.  A.  Bmvtb  explained  what,  as  be  under- 
atood  them,  were  the  facts  in  this  case.  The  reg- 
tilations  prepared  by  General  Scott  were  print^, 
it  was  true,  for  the  use  of  the  House.  General 
Scott,  then  in  Philadelphia,  received  one  or  more 
copies  of  the  document  after  it  was  printed,  and 
wen{  into  an  examination  and  correction  of  errors 
therein,  as  well  of  the  press  as  of  the  manuscript, 
and  also  made  certain  alterations  in  the  texL  He, 
(Mr.  S.,^  then  chairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee, received  a  copy  from  him  with  a  few  altera- 
tions; and,  afterwards,  through  the  War  Depart- 
ment, another  copy,  containing  considerable  alter- 
BtionsL  When  he  came  to  draw  up  the  bill,  which 
passed  into  an  act,  establishing  the  regulations 
compiled  by  Major  General  Scott  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Army,  it  was  his  intention  that  the 
last  copy  received  from  General  Scott,  having  the 
advantage  of  his  full  corrections,  should  be  the 
one  estaolished.  For  that  purpose,  be  deposited 
that  copy  with  the  Clerk  of  the  House.  He  was 
perfectly  convinced  that  all  the  corrections  to  be 
found  in  the  promulgated  order  were  made  ante- 
rior to  the  passage  of  the  act  establishing  the  rq- 
ulatioos ;  and  that  they  were  then  intended  by 
Congress  to  be  what  they  have  been  published  by 
the  War  Department.  He  was  confident  his  col- 
league was  mistaken  in  supposing  there  had  been 
any  subsequent  interpolation  of  them. 


Mr.  Cocke  said  that  he  was  one  of  the  Mililur 
Committee  to  whose  inspection  and  consideiaiioii 
was  submitted  the  Regufalioos  compiled  by  Uajiir 
General  Scott.  The  Committee  requested  the  i 
chairman  of  that  committee  lo  have  the  documeat  ' 
printed  and  laid  on  the  tables  of  the  dilTereii  | 
members.  They  did  not,  to  the  best  of  his  recol-  i 
leciion,  alter  it  in  any  manner.  On  compuiag 
the  seventy-fifth  article  of  the  rq^ations.  ai  pql^i 
lished  for  the  use  of  (he  Armv,  by  whom  ne  kiMV 
not,  with  that  which  was  before  this  House  vbn 
the  law  was  passed,  there  was  a  manifest  difitt- 
ence.  The  operation  of  the  alteratiw  ia  that 
article  had  been  productive  of  injustice  to  the 
officers  of  the  Army.  Under  it,  Colonel  Litutaf 
had  been  transferred  from  the  7th  RegimeDtoT 
Infantry  to  the  3d  Raiment  of  Artillery,  roini- 
festly  to  the  injury^  of  ail  the  officers  of  the  Third 
Regiment  of  Artillery.  Mr.  C.  then  read  Ikt 
seventy-fifth  tection  from  each  book,  showing  the 
discrepancy  between  the  two. 

Mr.  Abchbr  made  a  few  remarks,  not  disiincilr 
beard  by  the  reporter,  the  import  of  which  vat, 
that  the  accusation  thus  presented  to  the  Home 
was  a  serious  one,  and,  as  going  to  affect  the  cbu- 
acter  or  question  the  conduct  or  Qeneral  Scoii,  it 
was  proper  it  should  not  be  hastily  passed  ova. 
He,  therefore,  proposed  that  the  bill  should  lie  ob 
the  table,  witn  the  intimation  that,  Geoenl  ScoCi 
being  now  in  the  city,  he  would  undertake  to  si- 
certain  and  state  to  the  House  in  what  muoer 
these  alleged  alterations  have  been  made. 

Mr.  Tathill  said,  he  was  under  iheimpKS- 
sion  that  the  repeal  of  the  14th  section  of  the  act  of 
1821,  suggested  by  this  bill  from  the  Senate,  would 
be  perhaps  proper  and  necessary.  Aslighteiim- 
iaaiion  would  saiitfy  any  one,  that  there  was  u , 
essential  difference  in  several  material  parts  of  the 
work  which  was  di^ributed  to  the  Army  of  ikt 
United  Stales,  under  the  tltleof  "Rules  and  Regn- 
lttions,"from  the  manuscript  copy  which  had  beta 
presented  under  that  title  to  the  HouBe  at  ibe  lui 
session,  and  which,  after  having  been  printed, 
received  the  legislative  sanction  of  Congress.  The 
consequence  was,  that  the  Army  bad  been  sub- 
jected to  rules,  which,  from  their  being  withoei 
legal  sanction,  o<ubl  to  have  no  binding  force 
whatever.  This  furnished  a  reason  with  him  fen 
wishing  to  repeal  the  14ih  section.  He  had,  boir- 
erer,  an  additional  reason  for  such  a  wish.  The 
copy  which  was  distributed  amons  the  officers  of 
the  Army  coniained  a  provision  which  be  trusted 
this  House  would  never  sanction — a  profisioii 
which  would  enable  Ibe  Department  of^  Wat  lo 
trample  tyraanically  upon  the  rights  of  officers, 
and  he  trusted  this  House  would  never  lend  its  aid 
to  produce  ituch  an  effecL  He  alluded  to  that  sec- 
tion which  authorized  the  transfer,  from  one  corps 
to  another,  of  an  officer,  even  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  corps  to  which  he  was  transferred.  He  fat 
one  would  never  sanction  any  such  tyranny.  The 
rights  of  officers  had  been,  under  the  act  of  JS31, 
but  little  regarded  indeed  I  He  fell  warmly  oD 
this  subject,  be  acknowledged.  He  had  once  be- 
longed to  the  Army,  and  he  wus  therefore,  per- 
haps more  sensibly  alive  to  the  interests  of  iti 
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officers.  He,  however,  thought  he  might  be  in- 
dalged  in  speaking  warmlf  on  lliia  subject ;  Tot  it 
so  bappeDed  that  one  of  the  officers  intended  to 
be  benefited  by  the  receat  aominatioos  to  the  Sea- 
ale,  wasj  with  the  excentjon  of  a  brother,  the  near- 
est relaliTe  be  had.  Tnis  eonai deration,  however, 
would  not  prevent  bis  saying  that  the  conduct  at 
the  DepartDient  was  tyrannical  and  oppressive, 
and  that  we  should  disgrace  onrselres  if  we  did 
not,  tike  the  Senate,  present  to  it  an  effectual  on- 
position.  The  genllemBQ  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Shttb)  had  entered  into  an  eiplanation,  with 
r^rd  to  the  mistake.  Mr.  T.  totally  acquitted 
Major  General  Scott  of  blame  or  dishonor  in  the 
■lleratioD  subsequently  made  in  these  "  rules  and 
legulatioBs."  Mr.  T.  felt  confident  that  no  offi- 
cer of  the  United  Slates  Army  would  be  guilty 
of  any  act  unbecoming  a  gentleman,  and  particu- 
larly Ibe  high-minded  and  gallant  officer  alluded 
to.  He,however,couldnot batadd  that, although 
he  might  have  felt  honored  by  being  the  author 
of  the  first  copy  presented  to  Congress  (which  did 
□□t  conluD  the  odious  section  all  uded  to)  be  should 
not  deem  it  an  honor  to  have  been  the  author  of 
ibe  last,  particQlaily  after  having  attained  to  rank 
which  would  place  him  above  the  operation  of 
the  section  objected  to.  He  hoped  the  House  was 
prepared  to  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  Stbvemsoh  said,  that,  during  a  few  mo- 
mrnts'  absence  from  the  House,  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration bad  been  taken  up,  and  some  remarks 
made,  which  he  had  not  beard,  but  which  be  un- 
derstood might  be  calculated  to  inculpate  the  con- 
duct of  General  Scott  in  this  business.  Mr.  8. 
said,  that  whatever  the  nature  of  the  charge  might 
be,  be  felt  assured  that  nothing  improper  could  be 
brought  home  to  that  gallant  and  distinguished 
officer.  No  accusation  or  insinuation  ever  ought 
to  be  made  without  nSbrdiog  an  opportunity  for 
eiptanation.  Mr.  S.  knew  him  well ;  he  had 
known  him  from  his  youth,  and  he  felt  justified 
in  assuring  the  House  that  if  the  bill  were  laid  on 
■he  (able  till  lo-monow,  a  sattsbctory  explanation, 
as  fai  as  General  Scotl  was  concerned,  would  be 
Riven.  It  was  due  to  the  bigh-minded  and  gal- 
lant officer,  whose  reputation  was  deat  to  ibe  coun- 
try ;  it  was  due  to  the  Houae  to  suffer  the  bill  to 
lie  till  icmoirow,  and  he  moved  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  Floyu  again  rose.  The  alleged  alteration 
of  regulations  alter  being  sanctioned  by  law  was 
no  mistake,  he  said,  as  nis  colleague  seemed  to 
think;  for  the  documents  were  here  to  establish 
ihecootrary.  The  book,  as  promulgated,  was  not 
that  which  the  law  declares  shall  he  established. 
The  iolerpolation  could  not  be  otherwise  regarded 
than  as  a  gross  fraud  practised  upon  the  country, 
to  the  injory  of  the  rights  of  brave  officers  of  the 
Army.  Those  officers,  he  said,  had  suffered  the 
blackeM  injustice  by  the  reduction  of  the  Army, 
hut  not  from  those  who  had  any  agency  in  pass- 
ing the  lawfor  the  reduction.  Had  the  reduction 
of  the  Army  been  left  to  the  friends  of  the  law 
redncioK  the  Army,  it  would  not  have  been  so 
executed  as  it  had  been ;  and  it  was  not  of  ibem, 
but  of  those  who  execated  the  law,  that  the  offi- 
cers who  wete  iojured  had  a  right  to  complain. 


Mr.  Abchek  then,  with  the  sentiments  already 
avowed,  moved  to  lay  the  hill  on  the  table. 

And  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  preservation  and 
repair  of  the  Cumberland  road,  was  read  a  third 

Mr.  Taylob  said,  he  considerEd  this  bill  as  so 
important  in  its  character,  and  as  being  such  a 
vic^ation  of  the  Constitution,  that  he  felt  himself 
implied  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  Reeu,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill,  for  the  purpose  of  causing  to  be  stricken  out 
of  It  the  section  that  authorizes  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  to  lessen  or  increase  the  rates 
of  the  tolls.  That  was  an  act  of  legislation,  he 
said,  which  il  was  not  competent  for  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  exercise.    The  mo- 


Mr.  Reed,  of  Marylaod,  called  for  the  yeasaod 
nays,  which  were  thereupon  ordered ;  and  tho 
question  on  commitment  being  taken,  it  was  dfr> 
cided  in  the  negative,  yeas  41,  nays  IIS. 

The  question  was  then  put.  Shall  the  bill  pass? 
and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  S7,  nay* 
88,  as  follows: 

YiJi— Meuti.  Barber  of  Ohio,  Bsrslow,  Bajliet, 


bers.  Cock*,  CandicL  Cook, Cashinaii.CulhtKrt,  Dana, 
Dickinson,  Darfee,  Dwight,  Eddj,  Ednirdi  of  Con- 
nvctiont,  JBdward*  of  Pennajlvinia,  Fiudls;,  Falter, 
Uudtn,  Hemphill,  Hgnilricks,  Hill,  Hnbbsrd,  J>ck- 
iOD,  J.  T.  JohntoD,  J.  b.  JohnstoD,  Jonei  of  Tennas- 
•ae,  Kent,  Kirklsnd,  Latlwicb,  IJttit,  Long,  McCartj, 
McLane,  McHheny,  MslUry,  Ustson,  Mcrcsr,  Met- 
calfe, Hilnor,  Moatgomery,  Moore  of  Pen  ni;  Ivan  it, 
Moore  of  Vir(iaia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neala,  Nel- 
■on  of  Mirjlsnd,  New,  Newton,  Patt<r*an  of  Pean- 
lylvania,  Flumer  of  New  Hampibica,  Plumer  of  Penn* 
lylisni*,  Rinkia,  Raid  of  Georgia,  Rich,  Rom,  Rnia, 
Sanilen,  Sawyer,  Scult,  Sergesat,  Sloan,  S.  Smith, 
W.  Smith,  J.  S.  Smith,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
SwMriiie«n,  Tod,  Tomhnton,  Trimble,  Upham, 
Vance,  Van  Benwetaer,  Walksr.  Wglwerlh,  Wl- 
lianu  of  Tirginia,  Woodson,  and  Wrifht. 

Nits — Messrs.  Alex andei,  Allen  of  Masiathnsett^ 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Bsll,  Baoett.BUii,  Bctland,  Brown, 
Burton,  Butlir,  Cunbreleng,  Cannon,  Coldeo,  Conk- 
ting,  Conner,  Crafts,  Ctudup,  Edwards  of  Noith  Car- 
olina, FaTrellj.  Floyd,  Gebhard,  Qilmer,  Gilt,  Oorham, 
GiOB,  Haitej,  Hawk*,  Holcombe.  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Kejee,  Lilbrop,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Matlack,  Mal- 
tocka,  Mitchell  of  PenngjlTtnis,  Hnrrsj,  Nelaon  of 
MusaehDietta,  NeUon  of  Virginia,  Overstraet,  Pat- 
lnw>a  of  New  York,  Phillipa,  ntcber,  Bead  of  Haa 


,  Sterling  of  New   York,  SUvanaon,  Swan, 

Tatnall,  Tajlor,  TbompMin,  Tnct,  Tneket  of  Vii^ 
gieia.  Tucker  of  Soulb  Carolina,  Van  Wjek,  While, 
WiUiams  of  North  Carolina,  WilliBmsao,  WUaon, 
Wood,  and  Woodcock, 

So  the  bill  was  pasaed,  and  sent  lo  the  Senate 
for  couciurtence. 
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INeOLTBNT  DEBTORS,  &c 

Ad  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  iasol' 
vent  debtors  was  read  a  third  time;  and,  after  a 
few  observatigni  bf  Mr.  Maluht  and  Mi.  A. 
Smttb, 

Ur.  Woodcock  moved  to  cootmic  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  for  the  purpose  of 
iocoiporatiae  into  it  a  proviso,  the  purport  of 
wbich  should  be,  that  the  oblaiomentoi  the  bene- 
fit of  the  act  should  have  effect  upon  no  debts  ex- 
cept such  as  were  contracted  in  the  Disuici  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  remaiked,  that  the  object  of  the 
bill  was  to  extend  the  benefit  to  straasen  wbich 
ia  now  confined  to  those  cititens  of  the  District 
who  have  resided  in  it  twelve  mtmths.  It  wv 
not  intended  to  alter  the  character  of  the  present 
law.  I 

Mi-  Woodcock  replied,  and  said  that  be  was 
willing  to  go  as  far  as  any  man  for  the  relief  of 
an  iitsolvent  debtor,  but  he  thought  tlie«£ec[  of  it, 
as  it  now  stands,  would  be  to  ci«ate  frauds,  &c. 

Mr.  Shyth  rejoined,  and  the  question  of  com- 
mitment being  taken,  it  was  lost,  and  the  bill  was 

An  engrossed  bill,  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
prompt  settlement  of  the  public  aocotmts,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mi,  Rich,  the  title  of  the  bill  was 
altered  so  as  to  read,  "An  act  to  provide  for  a 
{trompt  settlement  of  the  accounts  therein  men- 
tioned, and  ibr  thepanishmeDtof  the  crime  of  per- 
jury in  oectain  cases." 

An  engrossed  bill  to  auihorize  the  appointment 
of  deputy  collect(»s  of  the  cusioins,  was  lead  s 
third  time,  and,  after  a  few  explanatory  obeer*a- 
lieos,  by  Mr.  Tohlihbon,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry 
of  Mr.  Wood,  the  bill  was  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  explanatotT  of  the  act  enti- 
tled an  act  aothorizing  the  settlement  pf  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Al- 
giers, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
COMPENSATION  BILL. 

The  bill  to  reduce  the  compenaation  of  the  mem- 
bers, «f  Congress,  Ac,  was  then  taken  np,  and  the 
question  recnrnd  upon  the  Bmendmait  offered  by 
Mr.  RqcBEsTTR  to  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Aluc- 
iKDEit  SuTTH  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instruc- 
tions  to  report  the  same  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
reduce  the  compensation  of  the  officers  of  the 
Goversmeni  twenty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Tod  called  for  the  pieTious  question,  but 
the  eall  was  not  susuioed  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Bavlt  occupied  the  floor  for  some  time, 
and  gare  notice,  in  conclusion,  that  if  the  present 
aropofitiou  before  the  House  should  be  rejected, 
M  would  move  the  following : 

"That  thej  biing  in  ■  bill  to  stliiw  tlx  niprannti- 
tifes  of  Bsch  Blala  in  Congrcu  Iha  same  pM  diem, 
and. the  same  itiDeru>tdiarg«s,io  which  ihaiepreaeQ- 
tallvsa  of  Iha  MMt  noRMraiN  biaaefa  at  lh«r  State  Le- 
gidstnres  sre  en  titled." 

Mr.  Baylt  observed  that  every  one  who  bad 
spoken  in  favor  of  the  bill  had  called  it «  link  in 


the  chain  of  retrenchment.  Reirenckment  1  M^ 
ver,  said  Mr.  B.,  was  there  a  word  ao  good  bn 
diat,  by  being  bandied  aboat,  it  would  wear  am, 
and  the  people  would  become  sick  of  il.  Aad 
sueh,  he  ftared,  would  be  the  fate  of  this  fsmoOE 
word  letrenchmeot !  But  this  bill,  Mr.  B.  con- 
tended, was  no  link  in  the  chain.  It  bad  no  «n- 
nezion  with  the  chain.  It  was  separate  by  iiMlf. 
In  the  fouTteeoth  Congress  a  law  nassed  giving 
fifteen  hundred  d^lars  to  the  members  for  ibtir 
wages  daring  each  session,  besides  their  itinenni 
obarges.  The  spirit  of  the  nation  was  rou»*d— 
and  why  7  It  was  not  the  enm  that  caused  thg 
excitement ;  but  it  yr*i  the  manner  of  receiriog 
it— a  Mlarv.  1  believe,  said  Mr.  B.,  that  the  cbair- 
man  of  tke  Commtllee  of  RetrenobmeDt  (Hr. 
Habdih)  voted  for  the  bill,  «Dd  I  think  they  tun- 
ed bim  out  of  Coi^ress  on  account  of  it.  At  anf 
rate,  I  know  there  was  great  tomabawkiDg  sni 
scalping  in  Kentucky  about  the  passage  of  tint 
taw.  Now,  I  etteem  that  gentleman  very  miul), 
said  Mi.  B.,  and  should  be  very  sorry  if  he  should 
DOW  retrcnehbimself  out  again.  It  is  true,  hegsi 
back,  and  as  he  (Mr.  B.)  considered  him  on«  of  , 
the  most  able  and  nsri'ul  moabers  of  the  Boo*, 
be  should  be  glad  to  retain  him  hoe.  Since  lb  [ 
fourteenth  Congress  we  have  paid  fifty  or  siiR  : 
millions  of  the  national  debt.  At  that  time  ii  i 
amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  millioas,  j 
and  the  debt  was  never  greater  than  what  Con- 1 
giess  voted  the  salary  compensation.  But  the  I 
peoije  revolt  at  new  principles  of  any  kind.  Mi- 
B.  bad  never  heard  of  any  complaint  of  the  eiisi- 
tng  law,  except  from  Rhode  Island.  TheLtjif- 
lature  of  that  State,  said  Mr.  B.,  in  the  year  ISIS 
or  1820,  directed  their  Senators,  and  reqaeiiel 
their  Representatives,  to  obtain  a  rednciioa  ofik 
wages  to  six  dollars,  or  two  dollars^  I  do  not  rMoi- 
lect  which.  Accordingly,  one  of  the  repmtDH- 
tives  of  that  Sute  brought  in  a  bill  pursawu 
the  reauest ;  but  I  dare  say  it  was  as  much  agtisu 
his  will  then  as  it  now  is  against  that  of  the  ebiii- 
man  of  the  Comwltiee  of  Retrenchment,  kri 
what  was  the  conse^ence?  One  half  (^  ik 
whole  of  that  ddegation  died  withn  three  wnb 
after  it  I  Well,  then,  it  was  brought  forwerd  io 
tbe-Beuate.  And  what  was  theconaeqneBcetbnc' 
Ooehalf  of  the  S«iatoTs  from  that  Sute  died 
inHnediately.  Now,  it  would  be  lameatabie,  in- 
deed, if  half  of  the  Kenmekv  rewesentatioo  shnU 
die  off' in  consequence  of  this  Dill.  Hr.  B.  badi 
great  personal  regard  for  them,  and  be  therefore 
Eoped  that  the  bOl  would  not  pws.  He  thocgfai: 
if  the  House  was  determined  lo.act  on  the  rabjKi, 
it  was  better  to  recur  to  first  princiides.  With  lb" 
view,  shonld  tbe  proposition  of  the  getitlemiii| 
from  Vir^finia  (Mr.  Shvtb)  be  rejected,  he  should 
offer  one  in  lieu  of  it,  the  purjMrt  of  which  *<^ 
that  each  member  should  rcoeive  fiv  wa^tnii 
itinerant  charges  tbe  same  allowance  which  (iK 
members  of  the  most  numerous  branch  ol  ibfli 
TBKiective  Legialaiures  are  entitled  to  receive. 

Under  the  old  confederation  each  Btaie  jaidii: 
own  representatives,  or  del^ales,  as  tfacv  wtre 
Iben  called.  The  Constitotion  now  provida  ib» 
tbey  shall  be  paid  out  of  tbe  paUic  Fcdtral  Trcw 
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deptfciated  pspef'  The  Stale  of  Virginia,  uoder 
the  old  conieoeratioii,  paid  tbeir  del^ates  eight 
doUan  good  monef  per  dajr.  The  State  of  South 
Carolina  paid  them  what  was  eqnivateni  to  about 
sereDteen  dollars  per  day.  If  this  course  was 
takeo,  each  membn  might  go  home  with  a  quiet 
coDieienee,  aod  bear  no  clamor  from  tb«  member* 


of  that 

This  if  the  aort  of  eeoaomf,  sir,  add  Mr.  B. 
that  I  should  liks  the  Committn  of  Hetovneh- 


frit^d,  for  1  bftre  ktiDwn  him  Iod^;  I 
him  my  fiiead  ia  that  senae  in  which  many  gen- 
tlemen me-that  word  on  this  floor;  ther  will  apeak 
of  their  friend  from  such  a  State,  aita  from  snch 
a  8iBt^  when  they  neter  saw  «  beard  of  them 
before  tuis  aatsion,  and  hardly  know  theu  names, 
nor  care  asy  thing  about  them ;  now,  I  hope  that 
word  wHl  not  be  so  abused  any  longer  in  this 
House,  bvt  when  I  sp««k  gf  my  frimd  from  Vir- 
ginia, 1  mean  as  I  say ;  we  have  been  friends  ever 
since  wv  went  to  Khool  together  in  our  youthful 
days;  my  friend  said  that  the  FoarteenthCongTeM 
would  not  atfer  by  companion  with  aay  Con- 
gress that  had  been  held  since  the  w«r, or  Itntttw 
present  Hetise  wouU  gain  notbinr  by  a  eanpnT- 


uoQ  with  that  Coogress.   What  did  ihstCongt 

*      ..  -.     -.   rated  to  the 

eieiv  twci 
itn  the  Gor- 


do intmediatelr  after  lh«  war  1 

s  $1,500,  tKudes'six  dtdtora  for 


ItToted 

'  twenty 
miles*  travel,  and  that  at  a  time  when  the  Qov- 
ernmoit  was  iad^ted  at  least  glfiO J)00,000,  fnnded 
oikI  floating  debt.  The  Fifteenth  C<ngras;  in 
the  senioB  which  commeiiced  in  DecestMr,  1817, 
fixed  Che  compensatioD  of  members  at  eight  dol- 
lars per  day  daring  their  attendance ;  and  now  the 
Oovertunent  owes  but  $93,000,000.  His  friend 
(Mr.  Mbkoxb)  wid  he  did  not  wish,  by  giving  a 
targe  compennUi«n,  to  draw  able  men  away  from 
the  State  Legislaimes.  His  (Mr.  B.'s)  pioposi' 
tioD  would  avoid  any  diffieidtjr  in  that  respeet ; 
for  they  nay  come  to  this  Capitol,  or  to  the 
State  LegtdBtoMs,  as  they  pleas^  and  for  the 
same  compenMiion.  But  this  ii  the  very  thing, 
said  Mr.  B.  that  I'wont.  I  wish  to  dmw  men  of 
the  first  taknts  into  the  National  L^slatue,  to- 
brace  it  iip  sgftinst  the  Slates.  Twenty-four 
States — all  drawing  asainst  the  Union !  Fearful 
odds !  He  hoped  we  should  always  have  the  best 
talents  in.tbe  country  brought  into  the  Nitioml 
Le^^atore.  Forhii  part, He respceied  State  sov- 
ereignty. That  was  the  proper  term.  He  con- 
sidered themos  possessing  a  higher  chancier  than 
another  gentleman  from  Virginia  fMr.  Stevbk- 
801*)  had  given  them,  who  consiaered  them  as 
corporations.  But  he  (Mr.  Mercer)  was  at  war 
with  himself,  wlien  he  supposes  that  men  of  the 
greamt  talents  prefer  coming  to  Congress  on  ac- 
coant  of  the  greater  pay,  and  at  the  same  time 
says  that  there  are  three  or  four  candidates  in  each 
county  in  Virginia  for  the  Stale  Legislature,  where 
thepay  isbntthreedollars.   Some  gentlemen  make 


more  money  in  one  week  after  they  get  home  than 
they  save  during  the  whole  session. 

Money  is  not  the  object  for  which  many  men 
come  to  Congress.  Tney  have  more  notde  views 
— the  approbation  of  their  country  and  constit- 
uents ;  lor  instance,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manuhelnrea,  who  is,  besides  his  other 
greet  powers,  so  eminently  gifYed  with  that  of 
oratory.  Consider  the  great  labor  and  learning 
bestowed  upon  the  report  on  that  snbject,  and  say 
that  the  paltry  eight  dollars  was  his  mducement! 
No,  it  was  not;  out  he  would  cousid^  himself 
hrn^j  rewarded  if  he  conld  succeed  in  his  mens- 
ures,  m  hearing  his  name  resounded  over  pots  of 
beer,  amidst  the  sooty^  walls  of  PiCtstmrg'. 

I  live,  said  Mr.  B.  in  the  country,  and  shall  not 
be  a  candidate  for  the  next  Congress.  But,  after 
pocketing  eight  doUars  for  himself,  he  did  not  feel 
disposed  to  make  a  law  compdiing  his  snecessors 
to  take  six.  Let  them  fix  their  own  compen- 
sation. 

A  gentleman  from  Msfne  (Mr.  WiLLiAHeoif) 
had  proposed  to  circnmcise  those  who  were  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bill.  But,  from  the  votes  that  had 
been  taken  on  the  question,  he  (Mr.  B.I  thought 
that  the  bill  had  bnt  few  sincere  friends,  and  it 
would  be  enough  to  circumcise  the  committer— 
they  would  be  as  much  as  the  gemleman  could 
conveniently  handle. 

The  principle  of  limiting  the  clerks,  iu:.,  to 
81000,  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr,  RocHEBTBs,)  was  precisely  the  same 
in  prmciplewith  the  $1,500  compensation  bill; 
and  he  did  not  believe  there  was  scarcelv  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  would  say  i  n  his  closet  that 
the  present  compensation  was  too  much.  If  in- 
deei^  we  could  eat,  drink  a  glass  of  grog,  smoke 
a  cigar,  and  steep,  all  at  the  same  time,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Rhea)  says  we  who 
lirenpon  the  seaboard  can,  there  would,  perhaps,  be 
some  reason  for  reducing  the  itinerary  charges. 
Our  Qovernment,  Mr.  B.  said,  was  esiabUshed 
upon  republican  principles.  It  was  an  example  of 
thepracticabilityofself-^Temment,andbBdidaot 
believe  in  the  republicanism  of  any  radical  system, 
that  consisted  only  in  tearing  down.  I  am  in  &- 
Tor  of  retrenchment,  said  Mr.  B.,  but  we  are  called 
upon  to  strike  off  $2^Dd  from  whom?  From 
ourselves !  The  President  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  B.  contended,  was  as  much  the  representative 
of  the  people  as  the  members  of  the  House  of  Re- 
prsentatives.  If  sff,  why  not  as  well  cot  down 
the  salary  of  the  President  1  If  gentlemen  thought 
thik  measure  would  enhance  them  in  the  eyes  of 
their  conttitu«its,  he  believed  they  would  find 
themselves  much  mistaken.    He  believed  the  peo- 


$1500  law  was  paned,  and  when  that  was  re- 
pealed tboie  salaries  remained  untonched.  Mr.  B. 
adverted  to  the  renurfc  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Cambbelewo,)  «ayinff  H»at  the  former 
raising  of  the  salaries  was  a  fraud  on  the  Qovern- 
ment, and  observed,  that  the  Congress  which  passed 
that  law  were  honest  and  honorable  men.  [He 
was  proceeding  at  some  length,  when  the  Spbaker 
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expressed  an  opinioD  that  he  was  taking  too  wide 
It  ren^  ofdebate,  on  which  Mr.  B.  concluded  hie 
remaAs.] 

Mr.  Kent  said,  it  was  with  reluctance  he  trou- 
bled the  House  at  so  late  a  stage  of  the  debate,  but 
he  was  decidedly  opposed  to  the  ameDdment  of- 
fered by  the  geuilemati  from  Virgiuia,  which  went 
lo  reduce,  at  one  iudiscrimiDate  sweep,  the  salaries 
of  all  the  officers  of  OoTemmenl.  A  propoaiiion 
of  that  kind,  involved  the  most  important  interests 
of  the  country,  and  could  only  be  arranged  and 
tuatured  properly,  af^er  the  most  deliberate  reflec- 
tion, whicn  could  not  be  given  it  at  this  time,  and 
could  oikly  be  obtained  by  postponing  the  gentle> 
man's  amendment  until  the  commencement  of  [be 
next  session.  But  this  was  not  the  ease  in  relation 
to  a  reduction  of  our  own  pay.  There  was  an 
evident  propriety  io  acting  on  the  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose at  me  present  moment.  If  we  did  not,  and 
It  was  postponed  to  the  next  session,  what  would 
be  the  situation  of  the  House  ?  Qentlemen  would 
come  here  entitled  (o  draw  theit  mileage  and  p«y 
under  the  present  law.  The  House  could  pass  no 
law  baring  a  retrospective  operation ;  and,  if  it 
was  determined  to  pass  one  at  all,  it  might  be  ban- 
died about  from  one  committee  to  another,  and 
from  House  to  House,  till  the  close  of  the  session, 
and  might  be  made  Ine  pretext  for  not  acting  on 
the  subject  finally. 

Mr.  K.  bad  never  heard  the  reduction  of  the  per 
diem  mentioned  in  his  district,  and  neither  did  be 
think  his  cousliluenis  regard  whether  it  was  six  or 
eight  dollars;  but  whenever  a  respectable  commit- 
tee of  the  House  had  said  it  was  necessary  to  re- 
duce it,  to  avoid  embarrassment  to  the  Treasury, 
he  should  not  hesitate  to  vote  for  its  reduction. 
He  was  surprised  to  hear  gentlemen  complain  of 
not  being  able  to  serve  in  Congress  for  six  dollars 
per  day.  He  recognised  in  the  House  many  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  he  bad  served  several  long  and 
perplexing  sessions,  for  that  sum,  and  he  believed 
that  they  had  attended  as  pimctually,  and  dis- 
charged their  duties  to  the  nation  as  eaectuallv^  as 
they  nad  done  for  any  subsequent  sum  at  wnich 
the  per  diem  had  been  fixed.  If  the  House  ever 
intended  to  reduce  their  per  diem,  this  was  the 
preferable  time. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  Mr.  Roches- 
teb'b  proposition^  which  was  so  modified  by  tbe 
mover,  as  to  provide  that  no  clerk's  salary  shall  be 
reduced  below  $800.  After  a  few  remarks  by 
Messrs.  TDCKERjOf  Virginia,Bnd  Rochester,  tbe 
question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  prevailed — 
yeas  66,  nays  61. 

Mr.  Cook  lubniilted  the  following  addition  to 
the  contemplated  instructions: 

Sic.  6.  And  be  UfurtKer  tnjuitd.  That  n»  mem- 
ber of  Congrei*  «bill,  directly  or  iadireetlj,  himMir, 
or  by  any  other  penon  whatioeTcr  in  tnut  for  blm, 
«r  for  his  nw  or  benefit,  or  on  hii  (cconnt,  undertake, 
azecnte,  hold,  oi  bdjoj,  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  any 
contract,  agreBaiint,  agency,  Iruit,  or  employment  of 
an;  kind  nbatwiever  under  the  Unitad  States,  by  vir- 
tue of  an;  appointment  oi  eommiHJoii  received  from, 
or  contract,  agreement,  eDgagenient,  oi  undertaking, 
made  or  enteiqd  into  nith  any  Executive  officer  of  tbe 


Untied  litatea,  either  in  writing  or  otheraiM:  dk 
shall  any  £iacut)ve  officer,  as  aforesaid,  aither  in  nil- 
ing  or  othenviie,  enter  into  any  inch  oontnel,  igigc- 
neot,  ot  underatandingi  with  any  member  of  Cin. 
gress,  or  ippoint  any  member  of  Cougren  to  eiKSU 
or  perform  sny  trutt,  agency,  or  commistion  for,  ud 
in  behalf  of  the  United  Statea,  of  any  bind  nhatiatiei. 
And  every  inch  person  offending  tgatnat  the  praiiiioai 
of  thii  section,  if  a  member  of  ConeTeat,  shall,  upoa 
convirtion  thereof,  be  liable  to  all  the  peDaJtiei  pie- 
aeribed  in  the  fital  aection  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  Kt 
regulating  public  contracla,"  approved  April  SI,  IBM 
And  if  an  Executive  officer  <n  the  United  Stale*  ka 
ahall,  upon  eonvietian  therao^  be  liable  l»  all  tb*  feu- 
altiea  pieaeribed  in  (be  fonrth  aectiiin  of  the  said  act 
PmitUi,  howcvtr.  That  nothing  herein  eoataiaed 
aball  be  so  conitmed  as  to  repeal  or  amiBl  the  iMMd 
aactioa  of  the  said  recited  act,  or  to  prevent  any  mMi- 
ber  of  Congrua  fircn  performiug  any  tnut,  %%n\e},K 
duly  of  any  kind  wbaiaoever,  for  and  in  behalf  of  dw 
United  States,  without  receiving  any  compenwIiDa 
therefor. 

The  addition  proposed  by  Mr.  Coox  wai  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  F.  Jomes  and  A.  Smvth,  tU 
supported  by  tbe  mover,  but  ultimately  withdiawn. 

The  i^nestion  then  recurred  upon  the  amcDdd 
proposition  of  Mr.  Suvra,  which  was  put  withmi 
further  debate,  and  decided  in  the  affiimattiB— 
yeas  69,  nays  61. 

The  question  then  recarred  upon  the  reconuait- 
ment  with  the  said  instructions,  upon  whicb  Hr. 
Stoddabu  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  therenpon  ordered. 

The  recommiiment  was  opposed  by  Mean. 
MoHTOOMERY  and  Hdbbabd;  when 

Mt.  Wbiobt  submitted  an  addition  to  tbe  is- 
stmctions  which  had  been  agreed  to ;  the  porpoit 
of  which  was  to  provide  that  the  rale  of  mileage 
be  made  at  thirty  instead  of  twenty  miles  per  da^ 
for  the  members,  &c. 

Before  the  question  was  put,  Mr.  Bhitb,  of 
Marj^land,  stated  that  he  had  moved  that  this  bHI 
be  laid  on  the  table  at  an  early  hour  this  moTniD|, 
but  had  consented  to  waive  it  on  being  told  thitit 
would  be  disposed  of  in  a  short  time.  But  ii  w» 
now  evident  that  it  was  leading  to  a  long  diMW- 
siott,  and  it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  the 
militarr  appropriation  nill  should  be  passed^for  rea- 
sons whicn  be  stated  to  the  House;  he,  therefbrc, 
renewed  the  motion  that  it  be  laid  on  tbe  lablt- 
The  question  was  then  put  and  carried — ayes  7!, 
noes7i. 

HIUTARY  APPBOPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  onthc 
bill  making  further  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  Uie  United  States  for  the  year  1822. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  (chairman  of  llit 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,}  moved  u 
amendment  to  tbe  bill  so  as  to  appropriate  S5(^- 
000  for  the  compensation  due  the  citizens  of  Geoi- 
gia  by  the  Creek  nation. 

Mr.  GiLUBft  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  the  sum  of  $50,000,  atid  to  ioseit 
in  lieu  thereof  the  sum  of  $100,000,  and  he  sup- 
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ported  the  motion  in  a  speech  of  ooiuidersble 
tengdi. 

Mr.  CooKB  opposed  the  a  mend  meat. 

Mr.  Rakkin  BDggeated,  that,  by  the  rul««  of  the 
Hou!e,  it  was  not  competent  to  incorporate  into 
an  appropriaiion  for  ouier  objects,  an  appropria- 
tion for  carrying  into  effect  tteatiea. 

Some  discussion  ensued  upon  the  coDstraction 
of  the  rule,  in  which  Messrs.  Rankih,  Smith,  of 
MaryiaDd,  H.  Nelbon,  Cdthbert,  Reid,  and 
Rbea,  took  part,  when  the  question  was  taken, 
and  Che  motion  to  fiU  the  bUnk  with  8100,000 
war  lost  and  that  for  60,000  prevailed. 

Mr.  QiLMZR  submitted  the  following  : 

"  For  the  puipoie  of  holding  treatis*  with  the  Cher- 
oke«  Bud  Creek  tribes  of  IndiBOs,  Tar  the  eiliDgaieh- 
mnit  ar  the  Indian  litis  to  >lt  the  landi  within  the 
Btale  of  Osorgii,  psment  to  ^e  fourth  leclioi]  of  the 
fini  utide  of  ths  agreemeiit  and  ceuion  condnded  be- 
tween ihe  United  Statu  and  the  Stale  of  Georgia  on 
Mlh  ApHt,  180Z,  the  lam  of  $30,000." 

The  motion  was  supported  at  length  by  Mr. 
QiLMEB,who  was  followed  on  the  Eameside  by 

Mr.  RsEA,  who  moved  to  amend  Iheamendment 
by  inseitiog  the  words  "  and  Tennessee"  after  the 
word  "  Georgia."  He  said  his  abject  was,  that 
the  treaty  intended,  bf  the  appropriation  asked  for, 
might  be  to  extinguish  the  Cherokee  claim  for 
lands,  not  only  for  what  remained  in  Georgia,  but 
also  to  eslinguish  the  claim  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians, for  the  residue  of  land  in  Tennessee,  by 
them  claimed.  He  observed,  that  a  small  portion 
of  land  in  East  Tennessee  was  yet  eocumbered 
with  ibal  Indian  claim — that  it  was  bounded  by 
the  Tennessee  river,  Highwsssee  river,  and  the 
bonndaty  line  between  Tennessee  and  Georgia — 
and  one  treaty  would  answer  the  purpose  as  well 
as  more,  and  thereby  thirty  thousand  dollars  was 
sufficient.  The  Cherokee  claim  covered  a  consid- 
erable qoautity  of  land  in  Georgia — and,  if  ttiat 
claim  for  that  land  only  was  extinguished,  little 
land  would  remain  to  the  Cheiokees,and  that  lay 
ia  Tennessee — that  the  United  Slates  were  equally 
bound  lo  extinguish  the  Cherokee  claim  for  land  in 
Tennessee  as  in  Georgia;  the  cession  act  of  North 
Carolina  is  to  that  efect.  If  the  intended  treaty 
be  so  provided  for,  that  it  will  extinguish  the  claim 
of  the  Cherokees  to  the  ia^d  in  Tennessee  as  well 
as  in  Georgia,  the  settlement  of  Georgia  and  Ten- 
nessee will  be  connected,  otherwise  not.  Mr.  R. 
said,  that  on  principles  of  soond  policy  and  econ- 
omic the  Cherokee  claim  for  land  in  Qeoraia  and 
in  Tennessee,  ought  to  be  done  away.  Tne  sov- 
ereignty of  Tennessee  and  of  Georgia  ooght  to  be 
extended  over  the  land  now  encumbered  with 
Cherokee  claims  in  said  Slates  respectively.  The 
Cherokee  Indians  now  residing  in  Tennessee  are 
not  many  ;  and  they,  and  the  other  Cherokees  re- 
siding on  lands  in  Georgia,  ought  to  be  moved, 
(that  is,  they  who  may  be  willing)  over  the  river 
Mississippi,  where  the  great  mass  of  that  nation 
now  is.  I  am  not,  said  Mr.  R.,  in  favor  of  dis- 
turbing any  establishment  foe  education  included 
within  the  limits  of  the  lands  in  question  ;  neither 
do  I  desire  to  force  away  any  individual  of  that 
aatton  who  may  choose  to  continue  where  he  is; 


but  I  desire  that  the  treaty  may  be ;  that  the  sov- 
ereignty of  Tennessee  may  be  extended  over  that 
country  within  its  limits ;  that  eslabliriiments  for 
education  may  remain  undisturbed ;  and  that  suf- 
ficient lands  may  be  laid  off  for  such  Cherokees 
as  may  desire  to  remain  ;  and  that  the  residue  of 
the  land  may  be  inhabited  by  citizens,  who  will 
add  to  (he  number  of  citizens  in  Tennessee,  and 
to  the  strength  of  the  Southern  country, 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cockg,  Tatnall,  and 
REin,  who  also  supported  the  amendment  which 
was  offered,  when  (ne  question  was  taken,  and  the- 
amendment  was  u^auved,  and  the  appropriation 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Gilmer  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  lo  add  a  proviso  to  preclude 
all  persons  from  receiving  any  moneys  under  that 
act,  who  were  in  arrears  to  the  Government.  The 
question  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.FLOTD  moved  to  strike  out  the  sum  of  8135,' 
0(K),  which  had  been  inserted  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  War  Department,  and  in  lieti 
thereof  to  insert  the  following: 
For  pay  allowed  by  law  to  ludlan  Agents  -  $S3,30O 
For  preients  to  Indians,  allowed  bj  the  law 

of  1803 IB.OOO 

For  contingent  eipenae*  of  the  Indian  De- 

putment 40,009 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baluwim  moved  to  insert  an  apptoptiation 
of  85,000  for  the  preservation  of  ammunition, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  at  twenty  minutes  before 
six,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  ibe  bill  to 
the  Honse,  as  amended,  and  then  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

TcEaoAY,  April  30. 

Mr.  Eoans,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  select  a  site  for  the  establishment  of  a 
national  armory  on  the  Western  waters,  reported 
the  same  without  amendment,  with  a  recommen- 
dation that  the  same  be  postponed  to  the  next  ses- 
sion ;  and,  on  his  motion,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  yesterday,  moved  byMr.DwiflHT. 
for  instituting  a  committee,  with  power  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  report  at  the  nut 
session  on  the  subject  of  the  decisions  of  tb» 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  was  again 
taken  t^. 

r.  WnioHT  withdrew  the  amendment  which 
he  yesterday  proposed  to  it;  and, 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
original  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Lincoln  submitted  the  following  resotti- 
tion,  viz  : 

tUtohtd,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Stale* 
be  reqaeeted  to  cause  to  b«  deposited  in  the  library  of 
Congreu  Ihe  originals  or  copies  of  all  snch  report^ 
memoin,  or  documents,  not  heretofore  pnbliibed,  as 
have  been  made  by  pnblio  officers,  Indian  agents,  pri- 
vate individaaIa,or  ezploting  pinies,  to  llie  ExecatiTe 
department  of  the  Ooverament ;   together  with  any 
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inaiM,  dnwingi,  or  cbirtit  t»  o»fiia>  of  the  Mm*, 
-•Udh,  in  hii  opinioii,  it  mtj  ba  eonnilant  nit^  ths 
public  tjriau.to.btyt  tkere  dBpauled. 

The  resolation  tns  ordered  to  lie  on  the  laWe. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  moved  [hat  the  House 
49  come  to  the  following  tesolulioDs : 

1.  Sttolvtd,  Thu  iha  Secictiiia*  of  th«  State,  Tiu- 
•OTj,  War,  and  Nayj  Depu-tmeati,  and  tbe  Pmtoiw- 
t«r  Geaeial,  be,  and  tbej  are  lurebj,  directed  lo  In; 
before  thi*  Hdum,  tyithia  ten  dajiifler  the  comDietica- 
ment  or  the  next  eeuioa  of  Coogreu,  a  repoct,  ahon- 
ing  the  lime  when  nu  made  the  laet  glatemenl,  upon 
which  D  bilnnce  itaa  tbani]  to  be  dae  of  the  iccounU 
of  the  offiesta  or  agente,  foreigii  and  domettie,  collect- 
mg  or  diibnreing  tiie  public  moneT>  under  the  aalhor- 
it;  of  Ukeir  iBepaetiTB  departmenta,  who  have  held 
tbeir  a***!*!  appoiatincDt*  Ibr  ths  laat  thraa  yaari; 
hmr'  BDch  balatKee  w«n  aufiervd  to  aeoraa,  what  itep* 
hare  bMn  tahen  to  recoier  it,  Iba  lufficieQcj  of  the 
principal  and  BMomCiea,  and  whcdwr  aoy.  ind  who,  of 
BBch  a(nita  ot  offlcar*.  have  been  continned  in  the 
gnblic  lerTHe  aftar  eveh  balance  waa  itated  to  be  due 
iy  them. 

5.  RtMohed,  That  the  Secoad,  Tbtid,  Foarth,  aod 
Fifth  Auditor*,  be,  aad  the;  are  harebj,  directed  ta 
IfU  btfiire  tbii  Hoiue,  within  ten  darB  after  tha  cam- 
mencemaDt  of,  the  next  aeeaion  of  Gongreia,  an  ac- 

rit,  ihowing  the  amount  of  moaeji  unaudited  at 
period  whan  their  leieral  officea  were  establlehed  ; 
the  amonnt  annualW  appiapriated  bj  Congreai  aince 
tba  aataWriuaant  of  diait  reuxicliTa  oflkea,  which  it 
vaa  Ihairdnt;  to  have  audited,  and  what  amount  hie 
bean  aitDally  aad|tad b;  ttaam,  annually,  canyiugtha 
halaofri  of'Doayaar  to  tha.  aaeoant  of  the  auceaading 

3.  Saoktd,  Thai  il  ta  berebj  made  tha  dulj  of  the 
•aTeral  Aoditora  of  the  TreBauryto  render  to  the  8ec- 
ratarfuof  thair  reapective  Depnitmenti  (aemi-annual 
atatement,  commaadng  ftom  the  flial  day  of  die  prea- 
•flfrjfmi  abewioK  tbt  baJapca,  ifany,  due  b;  any  and 
avaiy  offiear,  whoae  duty  it  i^ay  be  to  collect  oi  di^ 
(tuna  the  pnJiHe  moueya> 

,  4,  Sttt^ved,  That  it  U  hMeby  made  th«  duly  of  the 
Secretarial  of  Slate,  Treaiury,  War,  and  Nafj  De- 
paTlmenti,  to  lay  before  thia  Houae,  within  ten  daya 
after  the  comiaeii cement  of  their  annual  lenion,  a  li>t 
of  the  balance*  which  may  appear  to  be  due  upon  the 
lait  gemi-annoal  atatement  which  may  be  rendered  to 
tbem  raapeetivdy. 

6.  JUiohed,  That  ia  hereby  made  the  dnfy  of  Ihe 
?iiatma*lei  QeneTal  to  lay  before  thii  Hooaa,  within 
iBBidaya  after  the  commencemaat  of  their  annaat  aea- 
■on,  a  aami-annual  itatameat,  abowing  the  balance, 
if  any,  due  by  each  and  eneiy  depnty  poatmaalar. 

The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  mesMge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
Aat  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
see  to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  district  court 
is  the  district  of  New  Jeraey:"  in  which  bill  they 
request  ihe  concurrence  of  this  House. 

A  Message  was  receiFed  from  the  President 
or  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  ia 
n  follows : 
To  Iht  Boatt  of  R^truenialha  ofiht  United  Slala  : 

I  Innamil  to  tho  Houaa  of  RepraaantatiTea  ■  rapait 
filOB  tha  Secretary  of  Static  in  punuanea  of  their 
rtMlalioa  of  the  18th  inatanl,  *'  reqnealing  to  be  fur- 


niahed  willt  a  copy  of  tht  jodleiBl  peooMdiiigB  in  lh« 
United  Stalea  court  lor  the  district  of  Loniaiana,  ia 
tha  caaa  of  the  FTMrch  ala*a  akip  La  Fenaaa." 

JAMBS  HOMBOB. 

Wamiiatot,  AprU  3»,  18SS. 

The  Heaaage  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUc. 

The  Speakeb  laid  before  the  House  a  leUer 
from  the  Sectetarf  of  State,  traniiniltiiig  a  aiate- 
ment  of  the  amount  of  money  paid  aa  salatiei, 
ontflts,  aad  contingent  expenses  to  foreign  Minis- 
tea,  sinee  the  year  1800,  and  the  nmount  paid  lo 
each;  ia  obedience  to  a.  reaolotion  of  Ihe  Houseof 
RepreseniatiTea  of  it^  8th  instant:  which  letter 
and  statement  was  ordered  lo  lie  on  the  table. 

tmCUHRENT  BANK  N0TB8. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  Houae  a  repcn 
from  the  Secretary  of  tba  Treoaui^,  commoai- 
caiing  such  additional  evidenoe  as  is  in  the  pas* 
session  of  Ihe  Treasury  Department,  tending  to 
show  that  the  uncurrent  notes  received  from  the 
Banks  of  Edwardsrille,  Tombigbee,  and  Mis- 
souri, had  been  deposited  in  those  banks  before 
the  dale  of  the  arrangements  bv  which  they  be- 
came responsible  in  cash,  for  all  bank  notes  de- 
S sited  with  Ihem  by  Ihe  ReceJTers  of  Public 
oney,  together  with  all  the  additional  retami 
and  correspondence  required  by  the  resolotion  of 
the  IStb  01  March  last,  which  report  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  Ihe  table.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

TaEASDBi  DiriRTMinT,  Aprit  27,  I8S3. 

Sib:  la  obedience  to  a  reulutiou  of  the  Houic  of 
HejireaaatatiTei  of  the  ISth  Match  laat,  t  hare  die 
honor  to  traaimit  auch  evidence  u  ia  in  the  poaaw 
sion  of  the  department  tending  to  show  that  the  nn> 
current  notea  receired  Ainu  the  Banks  of  Edwards«ille, 
Tumbigbee,  and  Missouri,  had  been  deposited  in  thoaa 
banks  belbre  the  date  of  Ihe  arrangement,  by  wlud 
they  became  roponiiUe  in  cash  lor  all  bank  notaa  de- 
poflleil  with  tbera  by  the  reeeinta  ef  pablic  mMM7, 
legelher  with  all  Ihe  additional  letuma  and  caneapead* 
ence  required  by  the  reaelnliaB,  except  two  fatten 
from  the  rvcaivar  at  S%.  Loaia,  wbioh  era  of  a  coafl- 
dential  natiira. 


tha  ternii  upon  which  Ihe  Bank  of  Miiaonri  benBM 
the  dc|>oaiU»j  of  the  public  money.  Tha  bank 
most  dearly  was  not  by  that  arrangement  raapoa- 
sible  for  tha  aolrenc;  of  bank*  whoaa  notes  might  be 
depoaited  in  it  to  the  aedit  of  the  Treasuiet.  This 
airangament  continued  until  tbe.tlth  of  Auguali  1819, 
when  the  president  of  the  bank,  by  latter,  accepted 
the  arrangement  proposed  in  my  letlei  of  the  tii  of 
Jane  of  the  aame  year.  But  la  that  letter  the  bank 
eipresaly  rrfnsaa  to  be  reaponaible  for  the  notes  of 
any  bank  not  therein  enumerated,  and  none  of  the 
baeka  whoie  notaa  formed  a  part  of  the  u 
money  reeeiTed  from  the  Bask  of  Misaoort  a 
duded  in  that  enunieratiOB.  By  the  aana 
it  appeara  that  iutaa  In  the  notes  of  thoaa 
lo  a  larger  amonat  than  wu  reoeiaed  in  una 
money  ftom  that  bank,  were,  at  tha  data  of  the  bttar, 
in  the  posaaamon  of  the  bank,  if  thara  ia  uy  exo^r 
tira  to  this  dedaretian,  it  ia  ia  rsJaliaa  to  the  Btat^ 
BankofNorlh  CaroUna.     Thapn^daot  ia  (hat  let. 


Digitized  byGoOgle 


1745 


HI8T0BT  OF  C0NaRS8& 


AMiL,lSiS. 


JUport  <m  ti 


H.ovfi 


la  pn>po«>  la  ilepontB  in  the  BkhA  Bank  at  Tuj- 
ftunlla  t50,0D»  in  null  p^wr  of  that  Stata  and  of 
goalh  Ciniina  aad  Geargia  ai  wii  aat^iiml 
(0  b«  ncoTsd.  The  whola  ana  maafamd  mi 
|4S,HI0.  Tha  nBMtDdcr  waa  andaialood  to  ha*a 
itta  m4m  of  Sonth  Oandm  and  Oeoigia.  The  tii- 
icDct  that  th«  wkola  of  the  aaeatiaDi  nataa  raoaiMd 
btia  iha  Bank  of  tUMOBri  had  baan  reaMtad  oa  da> 
petite  bj  il  balbra  tlw  data  of  that  jattar,  and,  cqm«> 
qntnt];,  befcra  the  oomnencgmeiit  of  lh«  Mcand  ar- 
nD(elDCI]^  ii  balieMd  to  ba  eQtirel;  aatiiftcloij. 

Mon  the  SOth  of  Anguat,  IBM,  the  Bank  of  Tm- 
bifbm  «M  not  botmd  to  tranaftr  the  pablio  funda  da- 
potiltd  in  it  Un  that  day  a  new  aiiangement  waa 
tceilned  to  il,  and  a  parmanant  depaaita  wai  offered 
u  M  iDdaeement  to  awDme  that  obliyatioD.  On 
the  8lh  of  Septamber  following  the  propoaitioa  waa 
acoplad.  Bj  a  reference  to  a  atatemant  annexed 
to  a  httu  of  the  pmidetrt  of  the  bank,  beariaf  date 
the  13tfa  Angual,  1816,  it  will  ba  aean  diet  titare 
bid  twen  depoaitad  in  the  bwk  tba  MIDI  of  4lfi,- 
OM  in  notea  of  the  Bute  Bask  of  Notdl  Can>- 
liia.  Aboat  thia  period  the  lallar  bank  ak^^d  pa«- 
n*BL  Tba  ata«<Mt  raaaiTad  horn  the  bakk  in  tbe 
aanmal  nataa  of  the  Slala  Bank  of  North  Carolina 
lnabaBtfaladat«16,BU.  The  nun  reoeived  after 
Ibe  daii  of  the  letter  waa  thetafbre  rery  inconHda- 
nbla 

By  a  raftsenca  la  tba  laport,  the  tanna  on  which  the 
paMe  aoatj  waa  originaDr  dapoailed  in  the  Bank 
of  Bdwardarille  will  be  found.  The  obligation  to 
lnwfer  thepablic  roone;,  and  cnrnpeuatian  for  iDefa 
Mnioe,  bj  maeDi  of  ■  pamansnt  depoaita,  are  not 
■moBg  Ihem ;  nor  had  tbe  bank  the  right  of  leleeting 
thabaaka,  the  notaa  of  which  were  to  be  rseeived  in 
depoaita.  Id  thia  caaa^  aa  in  tbe  Aral  amngametit 
■iih  iha  Bank  of  Tonbigbeat  tba  inotier  dapoaited 
wailabaeoteradto  tba-craditoftbe  IVeaanrer  aa  cub. 
Tfait  icna  waa  uaod  in  <^poaition  to  the  tenn  ipeetal 
dafoiiie^  and  wai  not  inimded  to  aabjact  die  bank  la 
1^  pijmani  of  ipeeie  for  nolea  which  were  not  con- 
nrltble  iaio  apocie.  It  waa  not  nndantood  hj  eilhar 
at  the  partMa  that  tka  bank  wm  r^pmaUa  for  the 
Wdii  of  the  baaha  whoaa  noMB  waae  dapeialad  in  iL 
Tba  latlaa  of  tba  preddant  of  tbe  bank,  of  April  18, 
ISIO,  and  the  lallar  of  the  aama  officer  of  itaauj 
7,  18t0,  to  the  bonoisble  Ninian  Edwarda,  than  a 
direntor  of  tba  bank,  by  whom  it  waa  tranBuilled 
lothii  dapartment,  aDd  herewith  oanmnnicatad,  ex> 
{•Uin  moat  fuUjr  the  nnderataDding  of  Ihe  lUrecton 
of.  the  bank  that  no  anch  raapanfibiliQr  waa  iDtendad 
to  be  iocuiied  by  them. 

By  the  italemenl*  of  the  bank,  hirewith  conmani- 
•ated,  it  apfoare  that  on  Iba  SOth  of  Noveubar,  1B19, 


^viDf  tha  anotuit.  of  Kentui^y 
aotM  oooprehended  in  that  nun.  In  Daeambn  of 
Iha  laaw  year  tfaare  waie  depoajtad  by  tha  TeGeivar 
at  BdwanlaviUa  9^,088  in  KeDtnoky  naiaa,  aad 
•e.000  in  notaa  of  the  banka  of  Teoneaaaa ;  and  in 
Janaaiy,  ISSOi  tha  raceiier  at  Kaakaakla  dapoailed 
l*.3S0  in  KanMcky  notaa,  and  ^760  in  natei  of  tita 
banka  of  Tennaaaaa.  Thaaa  aerernl  luma  amount  la 
•IT,07&     If  the  aama  proportion  of  tha  Dotaa  of  tbe 


^  iprehan 

a  tha  Mvn  of  pSL^7,  aa  in  Iha  dqioaitea  mada 


the  montha  of  Dacember,  lUB,  and  Jannary,  18S0* 
time  woold  b«  of  Kantoelqr  nataa  94,430,  apd  of  Taiv 
Qeaaaa  notaa  t>.300.  These  (Bma,  added  to  Iba  abara 
■nm  of  917,073,  make  tba  afffregale  amount  of  ^3,- 
108.  But  it  haa  been  aacartaiaad  Ibat  in  tha  numh 
of  Dnamber,  ISIS,  the  bank  paid)  In  part  aalM&ellon 
of  a  Treaanry  diaA,  94,880  U  KanUeby  notaa.    TIih 


Laana  of  naconent  money  in 
bank,  on  the  Sdof  Jauaary,  1830,  tbeaum  of  91S,B33. 
Tha  aum  raoaired  Iron  the  bank  io  oneorrgnt  notaa 
waifl8,S63,  In  my  letter  of  Fabraary  2d,  1B31,  to 
the  piaaidaot  of  the  Bank  of  Edwanle^le,  aotherity 
woa  gJTen  to  place  to  the  oadit  of  tbe  Traaaniai  notea 
of  tlie  bank*  of  Kentucky  and  Tenname  to  Ihe 
amount  of  fSO.DOO,  the  eiidenoe  in  the  poaaeaaion  of 
Ihe  deputment  that  Ihal  amount  hail  bean  recaJTod 
on  accoantofthe  Treaauiy  before  the  Mara  of  Ihoaa 
banka  being  at  thai  time  conaidered  aatiabctory.  I 
hare  had  no  reaaon  aince  to  change  that  opiaion.  Tha 
aiidance,  howarer,  ia  reapactfiilly  aubmilled  to  tbe 
Hooae.         I  remain,  wilhreapact,  Slc- 

WM.  H.  CRAWFOBD. 
Hon.  P.  P.  Biatvvt,  SpeaJter  Hbim  of  S^. 

[The  docomehla  accompanying  the  aboTe  re- 
port, being  TolaminoDS,  are  omitted.] 

REPORT  ON  THE  FINANCEa. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Waya  and  Mvana,  te  which  waa  reftrred  so 
much  of  tbe  Preeident'a  Menage  at  the  com- 
meneement  of  the  seaaion  aa  reiatea  to  the  finan- 
cea,  made  a  detailed  rqwrt  thereon ;  which  waa 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  uUe.  Tbe  report  is  ea 
followa:  ' 

The  Commiltee  of  Waya  and  Meani,  to  whieb  waa 
referred  lo  much  of  the  Preeident'a  Htaaagr,  at  the 
commencement  of  tbe  teiiion,  aa  relatei  u  the  finan* 
cea,  reapectflllly  anbrnit  tbe  IbUawing  rsport; 

'Hie  total  oat  leedpli  into  the  Tieaaaiy,  during  the 

year  ISSI,  amountad  lo  the  aum  of  119,568,340  01 

To  wit! 

FromcttiWaM     -       -  -  913,004,447  IS 

Arrearagea  of  tha  old  direct  lai     -  3,601  SS 

Do.      otutm       do.      •  aa,««7  W 

Do.       of  nan  inUmal  reiaaoe  68,017  S3 

Public  landa        .        -        -        .        1,313,«0  46 

Miacellanaou*      ....  IS^IS  48 

Dividend  bank  atock    •        -        -  106,000  00 

Repaymenia         -         .        -        -  14,63«  SB 

Loanof&iemiHiena    -        -        -       5,04)0,000  bO 


91»,M6t340  01 


l,118rl88  IT 
dil,&M  81 
313,4M  S? 
MS8,071  SS 
3,323,243  OS 
8,387,e>8  6S 


Slate  of  Ihe  Tiaaaniy,  PnUic  RaTei 

lion*  actually  made  for  the  aaraice  of  tha  yaa'r  1SS3, 
and  of  the  Foblie  Debt. 
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Rgnrt  m  At  Fbumoa. 


Firtt—Tke  State  of  Uu  Trttuury. 
Amount  of  monaj  in  Ih*  Treunr;  on  tho  lat  dij  of 

Juiatrj,  ISSS,       ....  «l,873,fiT6  77 
From   ubich    dednct    ddrta   dus    by 

banki,  which  nill  not  b«  aTiilible 

during  the  prefent  year ...        800,000  00 
LekriDg,    of  iTiiltbJe   fundi,   in  Ihe  

Trcuury,  on  tba  IM  Jumary  put      98T3,&76  TT 

Second— The  Rtvenitefir  19X1. 

C  aitomi,  M  otimited  in  the  annu*!  report  of  tba  Sec- 
retary of  the  TreaiQiy  ■       14,000,000  liO 

Excel*  o*eT  that  eatimite,  agrMably 
to  a  iftlar  from  the  Secretary  to  the 
Committee  of  Wiyi  and  Miani, 
dated  lOth  April ....  SDO.OOO  00 

PaUie  landi,  per  annnal  report        -        1,000,000  00 

Bank  diiidendi       ....  360,000  00 

Arrein  of  direct  tax  and  internal 
duliei 78,000  00 

Money   recovered   out   of  idTancM 
made  in  the  War  Department,  be- 
fore lit  July,  i8ie      -       -  ec,ooo  00 
InddenUI  receipti       -        -        -'            36,000  00 


for  the  Mrnee  of  1B33 


f  16, 810,000  00 


Tk»d—-Aiiioimt  of  the  teseral  appropriation*  for  tit 

eerviee  of  the  year  1B3I. 
1.  Permanent  appropriation*,  tIe  : 
Reimbnmment  of  the  principal  of  deferred  itoek,  and 
interiit  of  the  public  debt    -        -        .  96,733,867 
Gmdnal  increaie  of  the  Karj' 
Arming  the  militia  ... 
Indian  annuttiei      .... 
Indian  trading  honie* 
Cinliiation  of  Indian*     • 


S.  Temporary,  aKreeablj  to  IheieTcral  ap- 
propriation lava,  paoed  Ibr  the  ternee 
of  thejiar  1833,  tu: 
FMtbeNaty         -  ■  93,3M,0I1 

For  the  Military  mti^ka  -  -  S,81B,770 
Ciiil  Department  -  -  -  1,666,409 
Poblto  Bnildinga    -        ■  ia%800 

PriTate  Claimi,  Mtimated  at  -  300,000 
MiMoni  to  South  America     •       100,000 


Poarilt—'ne  PubUe  Debt, 
The  toul  amonnt  of  the  Public  Uebt  on  the  lit  day  of 
Jaanaiy,  1833,  waa  .998,433,315  S3 

0  per  cent,  of  1818       -|8366,98I  83 
7percenl.  of  1813        -    8,006,866  37 

S«)eemabte  in  1S36      #17,463,837  10  , 

6  per  cent,  of  1813,  (re- 
deimable  in  18SS,)       33,367,308  84 


6  ftx  ccnu  of  1814,  (t«- 

deimiUe  in  1S37,)       18,011,437  63 
6  per  cenL  at  1816,  and 

funded  Treaiury  n  olea 

(redeemable  in  1838,)  10,a64,SM  17 


eperocnt-deferredilock  1,783,148  88 

6  per  oent.  of  1796  80,000  00 

6  per  cent,  of  1830  S.Oto.OOO  00 

6  per  cenL  ot  18S0  999,999  13 

6  pet  c«nt  of  1831  4,736,396  30 
6  per  oenL  nbecription 

to  the  Bank      -        -  7,000,000  00 

3  par  «ent  •                  -  13,396,066  04 
KiMMiant  *tock,  not  ap- 
plied lor  on  SOtb  Bep- 

lambcr  lait  5,668  16 


939,7S0,U5a  00 
Amonnt  paid  after  the 
SOth   September,    far 


-«H,6>7/>77  69 


In  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Way*  and  Heme, 
relative  to  Ihe  excbanKa  of  five  per  cent,  for  ni  and 
■even  per  cent,  atoek,  a  miatike  wai  made  in  ■tating 
that  the  debt  vronld,  (aicept  llie  three  par  eenti,}  be 
paid  off  in  1833.  It  ought  to  have  been  Mated  in  1836. 
The  error  ii  preiumeJ  to  have  ariien  fiom  tba  fifue 
G  being  miitakm  for  3-  The  eiehanged  etodfoc  the 
ieven  pet  cent,  ii,  by  the  bill,  payable  in  1834,  which 
prove*  Ae  arror. 

By  the  operation  of  the  pteaent  Stoking  Fund  of 
ten  millioni,  it  haa  been  ihown,  by  a  (brmar  rcpoit, 
that,  ibonld  the  iichange  of  atock  be  eOectad,  thi 
■lock  contemplated,  amounting  to  963,786,137  74, 
will  be  extinguiahed  in  the  year  1834,  ascapt  the  MUl 
of  91,963. 

Tbe .  CommiMionen  of  tho  Sinking  Pand  tviU  b* 
charged  with  the  payment  of  that  amoant  in  the  year 

183d,  via  1 91,008,000  00 

And  with  the  payment  of  die  fbllow- 

ing  ai 


Total  to  be  paid  in  1886      • 


a  the  lit  of  JdIj,  1SS4,  the  deferrad  d«ht  will  be 


paid  off:  ail  per  centi.  of  1 706,980,000,  and  the  anwil 
temnantof the LoBHiaDa atock;  and, daring tii« yean 
1B3B,  1833,  and  18M,  it  ia  eipectad  by  the  Secntary 
of  the  Treaanry,  (if  no  mUweeian  eipendilnrea  ahall 
occur,)  that  the  lix  per  cent  hian  of  1830,  of  two  mil- 
liotu  wilt  be  paid  o£  There  will  then  remain  (3  p« 
canta.  excepted)  only  the  aaven  milhan  lubecriptton  ti 
the  Bank,  which  ii  balanced  by  United  Statea  Bank 
Block  to  a  atmiUr  amoant,  and  can  ecateely  ha  eanitd- 
er«d  aa  a  debL  I^  however,  Congreaa  ihould  Tedoca 
the  amoant  of  the  Sinking  Fond  to  eight  milKoni, 
which  yoat  committee  lacommend,  then  the  ettin- 
guiahmeot  of  the  debt  wiU  be  prolangad  Ibnt  y*w. 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1749 


HISTORY  OF  00NGEES8. 


1750 


AnuL,iaS2. 


"ne  tiaU  of  the  Ftnaaea. 
Hi*  snoaat  of  appiopristioDi  fat  tlie  Mrriea  of  tba 

jaw  I8SI,  whicb  will  b«  required  (abuqnent  to  the 

lit  of  JioDiTj,  1SS3*      -        -        -  $1,335,931  71 
Td  meet  which  there  wu  in  the  Traa- 

iarj  on  thit  dej,  of  iTulable  fuadi, 

the  mm  of 878,675  77 

Being  an  actual  deficit,  in  caae  all  the 

•nini  appropriated  for  the  Mriice  of 

18S1  had  been  demanded,  of  -        ■      9882,347  M 
Amoont  of  aathorlied  eipenditnre  (or 

tb«7eatISSS         ....   IS. SI 3,307  00 


Total 916,374,744  M 

Anottnt  of  reeaipt*  Mtimated  dnrins 
theaamejear         .        .        -        .    16,610,000  00 


Snrplna  of  laempt*  over  the  azptndi- 

tureaoflSitS «836;U6  06 

Add  thereto  repajmenti  from  the  Trea- 

anrer,  a*  agent  of  the  War  and  Nai  j 

Depaitmenli,  under  th«  proTiiiona 

of  tba  act  of  1830,  and  wbidi  eoti- 

•eqnentlj  ineraaaei  the  meana  of  the 

Tnaanr;  to  that  amoaat,  the  iom  of  876,893  01 
Snrplna  eatiznated  to  be  in  the  TiMa- 

niT  Ml  the  Slat  December,  1833      -      $718,5*8  07 


The  anonntof  duty  bond*  taken  io  1831,  and  ohich 
»ill  become  p^jsble  in  1632,  may,  agTaeabl;  to  the 
information  received  from  the  Becretit;  oflhoTreaa- 
orjibettated  at  filletn  millions.  The  eoUoetioit  from 
the  bonds  in  8ait,aiidnbich  makes  no  part  of  the  aboie 
aom,  wilt,  it  is  piesumed  by  the  Secretary,  be  e<inal  to 
tha  sami  not  paid  of  the  above  when  due.  The  ton- 
nage dntjes  and  the  pajmentt  tatit  upon  duty  bonda 
taken  during-  the  first  six  months  of  this  year,  would 
in  ordinirj  time*  be  equal  to  the  expense  of  collee- 
tioD,  and  to  the  payment  of  Ibe  debenture*  which  are 
cbsif  cable  on  the  lefenne.  This  would  gi>e  i  net  lav- 
enoa  from  ^e  cuatom*  of  fifteen  millians;  but,  as  it 
ia  probable  that  the  re-eiportatiaa  for  benefit  of  draw- 
back will  be  inctaased  the  present  year,  on  account  of 
tha  almoat  total  cesaation  of  the  eirit  war  in  Spaniih 
America,  the  committee  tiave  deemed  it  aafer  to  etale 
the  receipts  of  the  present  year  at  fourteen  milliona 
fixe  hnndred  Ibonaaad  dollars,  although  they  tbink  it 
maj  amount  to  fifteen  milliODi. 

Th*  committee  anbmit  the  foUawing  estimate  for  the 
year  IBIS: 
RacaiplBboltomedondiaeeofl833    .  918,810,000  00 


Esprnditnrea  bottomed  on  the  appro- 

iwmtioiia  aclnally  made  for  the  >er- 

*iea  of  the  year  1633,  to  wit : 
Perawnaiit  appropriations          -        -  t96.03O,OOT  00 
Temporary 9,693,390  00 


Hakug 


•  918,313,397  00 


■  The  sum  of  11,117,039  33,  being  a  part  of  the 
■nm  stated  by  the  Secretarj  of  the  Tieasury  as  the 
Jnlaoea  of  a^iTDpriatiooi  chargeable  npon  the  revenue 
of  ISSI  having  been  reapproorialed,  the  above  balance 
of  #1,136,938  71  only  remaini  of  the  appropriations 
of  1831. 

f  There  will  be  required,  on  account  of  the  perma- 
nent appropriation  for  the  gradual  increaae  of  the  Havy, 
#300^  more  in  1633  than  in  Ibe  preceding  year. 


From  which  may  be  deducted  tiio 
following  item*,  which  will  not  be 
required  lor  Ibe  service  of  1 633 : 

Deficit  in  Revolutionary  pcD- 
lioni       .        .        -  9451,536 

Deficit  in  (Juarterm  after'* 
department      -        -  78,000 

Deficit  in  Indian  department      70,000 

Arresragea  prior  to  the  lal  of 
July,  1817       -        .        -     90,000 

Outfit  to  missiona  to  Booth 
American  nations    -        .      33,000 

Dtflerence  in  eipenditares  of 
the  praeent  and  succeed- 
ing teasion*  of  the  Legis- 
lature     ...        -  168,613 


Which  amount,  being  deducted  Irom 
the  eatimated  reeeipta  lor  1833,  ai 
atwve,  of 918,810,000  00 


Leaves 91,363,951  00 

To  which  add  the  eorptaa  eatimated 
to  be  in  the  Treaauiy  on  tha  Slat  of 

■        1833     ....  713,648  OT 


Amount  eatimated  as  a  aurplna  ia  the 
Treaanry  on  the  3Ut  ot  December, 
1633,  and  applicaUa  to  the  eipeneea 
of  1324 91,997,499  07 


The  eommittea  submit  the  preceding  eatimate  £ir 
the  year  1833,  and  they  leel  a  well-founded  oanfidence 
that  it  will  be  verified  by  the  result.  But  it  is  ba^ 
tomed  on  no  certainty  ;  it  i*  an  estimate,  and  who  can 
Bitimata  with  precision  a  levsnae  mainly  atieiog  on 
duties  on  importa,  subject  to  the  winds  and  the  waves, 
to  the  caprice  of  commerce,  to  the  merchanta  making 
a  greater  or  lea  re-eiportalion,  to  the  want  of  punc- 
tuality in  payment  of  bonda  nhan  duo,  and  to  other 
event*  that  uo  human  being  can  foreeeel  Ha*  any 
Becretarjt  of  the  Treaeury,  aince  the  commsncament 
of  the  Qovernment,  been  accurate  in  hi*  estimate*  of 
the  revenue  1  No  one  has,  end  no  one  e*er  caa.  Tha 
preient  Secretary  ha*  been  nearer  to  the  result  than 
hi*  immediate  predecesaort,  a*  appears  by  a  doeament 
which  the  committee  ask  leave  to  present  aa  pari  of 
their  report;  yet  he  bsi  not  been  entirely  accurate. 
At  the  laat  aeaion  he  eslimslad  the  importa  for  1831 
at  lourleen  million*.  Thi*  waa  esteemed  by  the  best 
informed  members  of  tbs  House  s*  too  low,  and  the 
BecreUry  waa  openly  censured  lor  presenting  a  view 
of  the  Gnsneea  wore*  than  they  really  were.  The 
Committee  of  Way*  and  Mean*  were  directed  (7-  the 
Honae  to  investigate  the  subject,  and  they  reported 
that  the  importe  would  give  fifteen  millions  of  dollar*. 
They  were  ineorract,  for  the  cnatems  gave  little  mors 
than  thirteen  miliions  in  1631,  yet  the  cmnmitlee 
formed  their  opinion  upon  date  that  they  thooghtwere 
tensble  ;  they  took  the  average  reeeipU  for  the  IbtR 
preceding  years,  which  gave  the  aum  of  917,868,809, 
and  they  might  have,  with  such  a  result,  been  justified 
in  estimating  a  higher  amount  than  lluy  did.  They 
thought  themselves  safe  in  aaauming  lor  1831,  ttw 
amount  actually  received  from  the  cuatom*  In  1830,  te 
wit;  of  fifteen  million*.    It  appear*,   however,  from 
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AtKtndmadi  ta  tki  GmtHtutiott. 


tke  Mtntl  raceiptii  tb«l  Ibair  xtinata 
The  Tcialt  being  lo  mach  lew  thui  tbey  had  pie- 
•DBed,  UMft  from  a  *tri«t;  of  caotM.  A  \am  aouiuit 
WW  reccired  iroBi  bondi  in  luit  tluui  Iwd  bMU  bz> 
pectad;  ■  graitec  anwunt  of  dabcntanai  irare  iMoed 
than  eoold  hk*«  beeo  uitiMpUcd,  owiof -.  to  ibe.  dia- 
tiMa  of  tlia  mareiwala  eompallint  tbem  to  aiporti  to 
•DaUe  them,  bj  thadabeDtnTea,to  mMt  tha  pajnuoita 
of  ihoif  bond*,  and  to  the  faUawiog  dicumatanM  i 
DebentnTea  amounlins  lo  a  aunj  ei Grading «if  be  hun- 
dred thoDaand  dollan,  wtuch  were  pajaUa  m  1820, 
ware  not  paid  ODtil  1631,  thu*  becoming,  an  nnex- 
pected  chtrge  npon  1831. 

If  that  charge  had  been  paid  in  I8S0,  the  eatimale 
of  the  Becretai7,  of  fourteen  raiUioDi  of  itoUan  from 
the  eoitoma,  would  have  bean  nearlj  conect,  and  the 
npoit  of  the  Gommittee  of  Wajra  and  Ueana  wonid 
baTO  bero  differcol  feooi  what  it  waa.  Other  caovn 
^ervted  moat  poweifn  Jj — an  inability  la  paj  fot  the 
importa  on  the  part  of  the  conaumera,  and  the  rapid 
incTBMe  of  the  mano&ctarea  of  the  ceantij — as  in- 
oeaM  that  tbo  moat  Hngaice  had  not  uttidpalad. 
The  foUowing  view  will  ahow  the  great  lota  of  rovemna 
in  two  jean,  and  particularly  in  tliat  ariaing  fniai  cot- 
Uwa  and  wooUena ;  thoie  articiea  pay  an  ad  valorem 
dnty  of  SB  per  codL — none  otheri  do.  In  the  year 
ISIS  it  wiU  be  aaen  that  the  inpoita  of  tfaon  artidei 
•moQDicd  to  9U,8(H,1S8 ;  and  in  1890  only  to  98,- 
•80,070— being  a  Iom,  in  two  yeara,  on  tboaa  two 
Hemt,  of4ia3H,L18— alOMtoan  extent  that  no  bu- 
nan  b«ii^  eonid  baT«  ftreaean.  It  however  c»TTiea 
with  it  tliia  conaolatini,  that  it  ibowa  the  great  and 
aalotary  incMaae  of  the  national  manufhetnrea,  and 
girei «  welkftanded  eipect&tion  that,  in  a  Jew  yean, 
ow-  own-BHUMihclnr**  of  cotton  and  woollen  will  Im 


Aiming  the  miiitia    • 
Ciiiliiatioa  of  Indiaaa 
Gradual  iaerMae  of  the  Navy 
Indian  annuittea 


Amoont  of  permanent  at^uuiJiiHHi— 

aubwqnent  in  Saptamber,  1824       -     6,0M,7Ta  SI 
Add  ta  the  above  the  amount  of  ap- 

propiiationa  fi^r  the  aerrice  of  1833, 

after  dedaetiM)  ofilema  not  required 

fanubaequentyaata      •        -        -      S,706,04S  M 

Amount  ofpreanmcd  eipenditnree  of 

the  year  188fi        .        -        .        .    14,77Mlfi  6T 
The  ONnnittee  pretend  not  U  form  any 

eilimate  of  lbs  revemia  ttel  wiU 

ariaein  1830;  but  with,  a^riew  ef 

preieating  the  aubJect,lha/Bieuiaa 

nay   be  eatimated  at  VlS^OOO^OCKI 
And  they  preaumo  that 

the  propeead  reviaion 

of  the  tuiff  of  1816 

■nay  gjve  an  addition 

of     -        -        -        -       1.500,000 

n,NW,000  DO 


Of  gooda  paying  an  ad  valoien  duty,  Iba  average 
value  in  the  yeara  ISIS,  ISIS,  and  1S3V,  waa  i 

CmI.  DulitM. 

In  1818  -  -  9C8,661,S04  •  ■  $11,917,260 
1810  ■  -  39,888,467  ■  -  9,631,738 
1830    •    -         33,138,467      -    -         4,130,959 

AiMUiii  0/  imparit  at  tneraJ  rata  of  dutiu. 

In  1818 

1819  13,971,G93       6,979,736       16,&6S,39a 

1820  9,407,388       2,400,789         8,980,076 

DiMei  on  Spirit*. 

In  1818 •3,616,186 

181S l,9fi9.L3e 

1830 l,73S,6efi 

DUbtcnce  between  ISIS  and  1830  •  $917,631 


Dutia  OR  Cifffet. 

In  1818 $669,970 

1830 864,692 


Tbe  commlltee  anbmit,   herewith,  three  atatementi, 
obtained,  from  the  Troaaory  Dapaitment.    From  theae 
alatamenti  It  appeara  that,  after  tbe  aoth  of  8aptem< 
bar,  1814, 
The  intereel  on  the  public  debt  will  be  «4,948,SBS  07 


Add  intereat  on  •&,eeit,OM  to  elabn< 
anil  nnder  Ihe.Spatiiih  traaty,  at 


356,000  W 

C,19S49SeT 
200,000  00 

£00,000  00 
167,876  DO 


If  the  reanit  ahonid  be  aa  pteaumad, 
there  would  remain  aotitecl  lo  Iha 
Sinking  Piind       ...       -   93,737.194  33 

Which  amount,  with  aalMaiyretnadunenls  on  tha 
preaent  public  eipendilnrea,  would  be  «da%aala  to 
meet  a  ainking  fund  of  right  mUliona  of  daUiua,  and 
to  leave  aome  fanda  applicable  to  nnlbteaeen  aventa. 

If  tha  exchange  of  atock,  propoaed  by  tbe  act  which 
haa  lately  paaaed,  ihould  lake  efiect,  there  will  be  * 
•aving  of  inteieat,  reaulting  annually  thereironii  of 
9346,063,  which  ma;  be  added  to  the  above  reanit. 

All  wMeh  ia  reipectfuUy  aubmitted. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTTTtmON. 

Mr.  Blair,  of  South  Carolinaj  submitied  fot 
couiideration  the  following  reGolutLon  : 

Saolvtd,  by  the  Senale  and  Ibnttt  of  A^prem* 
taiivei  of  the  United  Statti  of  Amtrita  in  ConfWi 
OMembUd,  two-third*  of  both  H<nuu  iiiwfiiiiiwj. 
That  the  (bllowing  aaicndinente  to  the  CoaetiliilieB 
of  ^e  United  Stataa  be  propoaed  to  the  Legtalatana 
of  the  aeveial  Butaa,  which,  whan  ratified  by  tha 
LegiaialQre*  of  tluea-foBriha  of  tbe  Btalea,  ahaU  be 
valid  to  all  intenu  and  porpoeea  aa  pen  of  the  Cea- 
atitation.1 

"  That  no  incraaaa  or  diminntion  of  the  compeaea- 
tion  111  RepreaeDtalivea,  for  their  aervicea  aa  aocb, 
•hall  be  made  by  Coogieaa,  to  have  effect  ac  operation 
during  the  period  fer  which  the  membara  of  the 
Houee  of  Repreaentativea,  acting  upon  the  mi^edt, 
ahail  have  been  elected. 

"  That  no  penon  riiall  be  appointed  by  the  Ptea- 
dent  of  the  United  Stalea  to  any  olBce,  either  of  proSl^ 
honor,  or  Irnat,  or  who  allall  have  been  a  ■anbar  rf 
either  Haaae  of  Coogieaa  within  tbe  laat  two  yevi 

E receding  tha  election  of  the  Preaident  fog  Iba  tiiae 
eing." 
In  offering  this  propositim—    . 
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Mr.  BuiB  said  the  objeal  of  this  resolution 
was  to  Kiaend  the  Couscitutiou  ia  such  a  maDoei 
u  would  perhaps  prereot  b  frequeol  rccnrienoe  to 
sDcb  debates  as  had  agitated  the  Hotue  for  seve- 
isl  dafa  paU ;  and  to  prereat,  also,  uxv  impn^ter 
motife,  either  of  avarice  or  of  popal^lf,  from 
allacliisg  to  the  eouduct  of  anr  Congreai  that 
Bkight  WKafler  find  it  necessaiy  to  increase  or 
dinioish  the  eorapeBsation  allowed  10  members 
(^  either  Hoom.  Another  object  of  tfa»  icmIh- 
(ioa,  he  said,  was  to  pUse  .the  iMnbeea  of  both 
Hooces  as  nr  beyond  «M&  a  saspioioD  of  aay 
improper  influence  as  peeubfe.  It  vonld  not  be 
io  Older  now,  he  said,  to  derelope  the  advantages 
that  might  resnlt  from  such  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  as  this  reaolution  proposed.  He 
therefore  only  requested  that  the  Clerk  would 
read  the  resolution,  and  that  it  jniffht  lie  an  the 
table  uitil  the  next  session,  wheD  Ee  designed  to 
call  it  up. 

MILITARY  RBOULATIONB. 

Mr.  BTCVEnBOii  rose  and  remarked  that  the 
House  on  yesterday  were  good  enough  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  bill  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment, on  an  assurance  from  him  that  a 

factory  explanalion  would  be  given  to-dav  (- 

at  least  as  Oenetal  Seolt  was  coneernea)  of  the 
transactions  alluded  to  in  the  debate  of  yesterday. 
Mr.  S.  was  gratified  in  saving  that  it  was  now  in 
his  power  to  redeem  the  pledge  which  he  and  his 
colleague  (Mr.  AbcberJ  had  given.  The  con- 
duct of  that  officer,  in  relation  to  this  subjeot, 
had  been  not  only  justifiable,  but,  in  his  opinion, 
fraiseworthj.  He  had  discharged  the  duty  re- 
giired  of  him  in  a  way  not  only  to  ftee  himself 
nam  censure,  bat  to  entitle  him  to  the  thanks  of 
tit!  country.  The  facts  were  these :  General 
ScRtt  was  in  Philadelphia  when  the  book  of 
Tulek  and  regulations  hi  the  Army,  printed  by 
Qal<s  &.  SealoD,  under  the  order  of  the  House, 
C3une  from  the  press;  copies  of  it  were  sent  to 
him  at  Philadelphia  to  be  corrected.  He  accord- 
ingly cotrecled  two  copies  and  had  them  carefully 
examined  with  each  other.  One  he  reiurned,  the 
other  he  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  War, 
"with  a  request  that  it  should  be  laid  before  the 
Military  Ccmmittee.  It  was  accordingly  given 
to  the  Chairman  of  thai  Committee,  (Mr.  Su-itb 
of  Tirginia,)  who  states  that  it  was  received  by 
him,  and  he  'thinks  approved  by  Congress  and 
filed  with  the  ,Clerk,  and  it  was  this  corrected 
copy,  he  supposes,  on  which  the  bill  passed.  This 
was  in  Januarys  Mr.  S.  said  that  this  was  a  sub- 
ject of  sufficier^t  importance  to  require  investiga- 
tion by  a  eomiriittee  of  the  House ;  it  was  due  tc 
ihe  country  aoTl  the  individual,  and  he  therefore 
offered  the  follnwing  resolution  for  adoptir~  ' 

Rttolved,  Th/st  >  commLUee  be  appMnted  to  inqoiie 
and  report  Io  tliii  Honas  nheiher  the  lystem  of  field 


dp<#ic< 
Anny  at  tbe 
liibed  in  fbn 
•doptrd;  and, 


idopted  for  the  governmsat  of  lbs 
BCHion  of  Congrew,  hu  been  pnb- 
id  effect  dlfierent  ftoza  \!be  lystem 
it  has  happened ;  and  that 


the  iatiBHttion  wJiich  ke  andetMead  hii  oolleagae 
to  hare  thrown  ont,  that  eharn  bad  baaa  yester- 
day made  against  General  Soott.  PUr.  S.  said 
'lad  spoken  of  the  charges  ganeralW,  and  not 
ibargea  against  General  Scott.]  Mr.  F.  said, 
that  he  did  lay,  yeMonlay,  that  there  was  a  forgery 
committed  under  that  law,  and  the  gentleman 

mself  to  vindicate  General  Bcott  frmn 

that  score.  I  (said  Mr.  F.)  am  not  in 
the  habit  of  nving  pledges  for  anvbody.  1  hav« 
been  too  well  acquainted  with  Uk  manner  in 
wiiieh  things  are  sometimes  oonduclad  in  this 
country,  to  give  pledges  Ibr  anybody.  Mr.  F. 
made  no  charges  tipoii  any  one,  but  he  wid  there 
was  a  forgery.  If  it  eoold  be  explained  away  bv 
those  whom  it  eDnaeroed,  he  riianld  be  a*  muen 
rejoiced  aa  any  man  to  find  the  War  DepartaMai 
and  General  Scott,  and  all  eoncened,  aconilMd 
of  blame.  It  was  not  in  tbe  mind  of  the  CMkof 
this  House,  that  any  docwntnl-at  all,  raeh  m« 
copy  of  the  Reptlations,  bad  bten  put  into  )t» 
charge.  What  Mr.  F.  wid,  and  now  reyeatad 
was,  that  a  reaolution  of  CongraM  raqnirtd  dte 
SecreUry  of  War  to  have  a  ayalam  ef  rale*  and 

3;ulations  for  the  goTernmcnl  of  the  Anoy  corn- 
ed and  laid  before  Congteas ;  that,  in  obedience 
to  ibat  reaolution,  such  a  system  was  reported ; 
thai,  by  tbe  order  of  this  Houae,  the  manutciipt 
thus  laid  before  it  was  ordered  to  be  [trinted  ior 
the  use  of  the  members ;  that  it  waa  printed,  aod 
laid  on  Ihe  uUe  of  every  membtr,  and  that  it 
was  enacted  ioio  a  law.  Now,  even  granting^ 
~  gentleman  said— that  a  printed  awy  had  been 
t  to  General  Scoti,  corrected  1^  him,  and  re- 
lumed to  the  War  Deparbuenl,  and  that  it  had 
be«n,.br  tbe  Chairman  of  tbe  M^lary  Gomnul- 
tee,  committed  to  tbe  care  of  the  Clerk— Mr.  V. 
said  he  spt^e  not  of  Gena«]  Scott,  but  of  the 
law,  and  the  circumstances  attandiitg  it-~no  oatr 
leclion  of  the  document,  thus  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  members,  could  have  been  by  tbem  enacted 
into  aUw.  The  manuscript  copy  was  here,  aad 
all  control  of  the  War  Department,  or  of  uybody 
else  over  it,  bad  ended,  dtc.  Who  made  (heae 
ioterpolationi,  Mr.  F.  said  he  knew  not— be  cBicd 
not.  How  the  Ux\  ttanspixed,  was  a  matler 
equally  immaterial  to  him,  and  to  the  Hoeae.  All 
that  was  material  was  the  fact.  Mr.F.  said,  IiIbb- 
wise,  that  he  expected  it  might  be  in  bia  power, 
in  the  course  of  Uiis  day,  to  obtain  posaesalon  af 
a  docoment  which  woni^d  show  thei»actiealeAot 
of  that  Jbrgery.  He  ^d  not  know  that  he  should 
certainly  obtain  il.  No  injory,  however,  conU 
arise  from  the  delay  to  pass  this  bill,  aa  w^  as 
the  resolution,  unon  tbe  table ;  and  heboped  tbry 
would  both  be  allowed  to  lie  on  ibe  aUe. 

Mr.  Akcubb  felt  himself  called  upon  br  ^e  re- 
lation in  which  he  was  placed,  by  his  rdation  of 
a  friendship  of  loos  standing  with  ihe  very  dis- 
tinguished officer  whose  name  had  been  btought 
into  view  of  the  House,  to  make  an  exf^asatim, 
rather  more  fuU  io  some  paitioulais,  iban  given 
by  his  friend  from  Vir^nia.  He  waa  truly  grati- 
fied to  find  the  dispoaiiion  which  bia  coUeogoe 
(Mr.  Plovd)  bnoght  to  Ihe  considenlion  of  this 


tbej  have  po«  er  to  send  Ibr  persona  and  papers.  

Mr.  Flovi    commenced  his  remarks  by  uo^cing  I  subject    He  knew  him  to  be  incapaUe  of  doing 
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AniL.  18ES; 


injustice  to  Omenl  Scoti ;  and  thoushi  that  be 
could  itaie  this  matter  in  «uch  a  way,  tnat  his  col- 
league himseir  woald  b«  the  very  first  to  stand 
DDon  (bis  floor  and  acquit  that  officer  of  any 
blame  on  this  subject.  What,  Mr.  A.  went  on  to 
examine,  was,  ibp  matter  which  was  thought  to 
require  examination  t    A  discrepancy  between  the 

Erinted  copy  of  the  regulations,  and  the  copy  which 
ad  been  laid  before  the  House.  Geuera)  Scott 
was  ordered  to  prepare  a  system  of  rules  and  r^u- 
Utions  for  the  gorernment  of  the  Army.  He  did 
ao,  at  tbns  became  his  duty.  At  an  early  period 
of  the  last  sessioD,  a  copy  of  this  system  was  laid 
before  this  House.  After  the  work  was  printed 
for  the  me  of  the  members,  several  copies  were 
tent  ta  General  Scott,  then  at  Philadelphia.  Od 
examination,  Gennal  Scott  diseorered  some  errors 
which  required  correction.  With  great  care  he 
made  the  correction  which  he  tkoo^ht  proper,  and 
also  made  a  few  attlrations,  all  which  were  made 
with  the  pen,  in  red  ink.  In  this  corrected  form, 
he  sHit  one  copy  to  the  Wat  Departtnent.  and 
reserTed  for  himself  another,  carefully  coUated 
with  that  which  was  sent  here.  -Was  .there  any 
thinr  wrong  in  this  proceeding  of  General  Scott? 
So  far  from  it,  Mr.  A.  ai^ed,  ne  bad  done  no  more 
than  what  he  owed  to  the  interest  of  the  Qovern- 
ment  and  bis  own  reputation,  both  of  whicb  were 
inralred  in  iL  The  copy  whicb  Gkneral  Scott 
sent  to  Washington,  Mr.  A.  said,  was  sent  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  the  Military  Committee,  ac- 
coiding  to  the  re4|uest  of  General  Bcott;  and, after 
the  receipt  of  this  corrected  copy,  the  regulations 
receired  the  assent  of  Congress.  This  work  was 
therefore  corrected ;  but  no  interpolationoraltera- 
tion  wa*  made  by  General  Seolt,  or  by  anybody 
rise,  after  the  work  had  been  passed  upon  in  its 
corrected  form  by  this  House.  Mr.  A.  further  ex- 
plained the  ground  of  the  alteration  of  75th  article, 
which  had  been  specially  complained  of.  It  ap- 
pears, by  an  aDieeedent  article  of  the  same  regula- 
tions, that  in  case  of  promotion,  though  the  rule 
of  seniority  was  to  be  obeerred  in  general,  yet  a 
power  was  given  to  the  Eieculire  to  depart  from 
that  rule  in  extraordinary  cases.  It  occurred  to 
General  Beott,  that,  If  that  power  was  given  in 
extraordinary  cases  in  teguA  to  promotions,  a/br- 
M»ri  the  same  power  ouglii  to  be  given  in  the  esse 
of  transfers,  and  be  bad  therefore  applied  to  the 
article  of  "  transfMi"  the  tame  words  as  the  regu- 
lation already  contained  in  regard  to  promotioos. 
The  explanation  of  the  whole  matter  whicb  he 
had  received,  was  Mr.  A.  said,  so  satisfactory  to 
him  that  he  should.  If  the  House  thought  with  him, 
oppoee  the  inquiry,  upon  the  belief  thai  no  further 
inquiry  could  be  necessary  in  relation  to  it.  In 
addition  this,  Mr.  A.  held  in  his  hand  a  very  short 
docnment,  proving  the  material  fact  of  the  cor- 
rected copy  having  been  formally  transferred  to 
(he  Military  Committee,  the  organ  of  this  House, 
which  document  he  read  as  follows: 

"  DiFiBniBVT  at  WtB,  F^  SI,  ini. 
The  Secretsi;  of  Wsr's   conpliineata   t«  OaoersJ 
Smyth,  and  li*osBiit<  laUa  the  "sjsteiB  of  fislil  sar- 
vJM  and  peliot,"  vrith  the  eaireotwn  of  Ma]of  Gsnarsl 


PaiLiDBtrai*,  Fth.  tO,  IBtl. 

General  Hmytb, 

1881,  Feb.     Ucneral  W.  Scott  retems  his  compai. 
tioD  of  field  eervicc  wi 

Oai.  A.Smytk,  Chttir'n    police  for  tba  ArmrarUH 

CommittteM.A.Houttaf    Uoiied  Btstes,  a*  prisMd 

Btp't.  bj  the  Hoase  of  Reprtura- 

tatiies,  vrilh  correctioa. 

The  above  ore  oonect  copie<  from  tbe  books  of  Uu 
Wir  DeportmcDt.  C.  VANDEVEHTER. 

It  BppMrs,  (me  the  ramtrk  in  red  ink  [>(o£c]  sbort. 
that  the  lettBi  of  Oen.  Soott,  of  the  80th  Feb.  shuts, 
KBi  transmitted  to  Geo.  Smyth. 

C.  VANDBVENTER 

SOtb  Apiil,  I8SS." 

Mr.  MiTCBELL,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  the 
gentleman  from  viiginiaj  whether  this  corrected 
copy  spoken  of  was  certainly  the  one  acted  upon 
by  the  Military  Committee  and  intended  to  be  es- 
tablished T 

Mr.  A«DBBK  said  it  was  not  for  him  to  aay,Dol 
having  been  a  member  of  that  committee-  But 
he  had  established  ibe  fact  that  it  was  sent  to  thii 
commitiee  from  ihe  War  Department,  with  the  re- 
quest that  it  might  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Whioht  was  in  favor  of  investigation  of 
this  matter  by  a  committee,  and  against  discussing 
it  at  this  time.  He  flattered  himself  from  the  high 
siaudiag  and  honorable  character  of  tbe  officer  in 
question,  tbat  he  bad  notbing  to  apprehend  from 
any  investigation. 

Mr.  Shtth  made  a  very  particular  statement  of 
facts,  confirming,  in  general,  what  be  bad  said  yes- 
terday, and  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Stevensoh 
and  Mr.  AncBEB  to-day.  His  recollection  did  not 
enable  him  to  say,  whether  he  had  laid  before  the 
Military  Committee  either  the  first  corrected  copy 
whicb  he  receivedfrom  General  Scott,  or  tbe  second 
more  complete  copy,  which  latter,  however,  it  was 
strongly  impressed  upon  his  mind,  that  he  had 

Siven  to  the  Clerk,  either  for  Ihe  purpose  cf  being 
led.  or  sent  to  tbe  Senate  with  the  lull  Tbe 
Cleric,  though  be  has  it  not,  thinke  he  saw  it  aud 
he  could  not  well  have  seen  it  but  at  £he  Clerk's 
table,  where  (^Mr.  B.)  must  have  placed  it.  The 
first  copy  received  from  General  Scott,'  Mr.  8.  now 
produced.  It  was  not  nearly  as  corr^t  as  the  last 
received :  hot  even  this  copy  containOd,  in  all,  forty- 
seven  dinerent  corrections — leaving,  however,  yet 
nineteen  blanks  not  filled,  thougjb  lessening  the 
number  of  blanks  in  the  original' manuscript.  It 
wa*  obvious,  Mr.  S.  argued,  ibat  t^ongreas  did  not 
mean  to  adopt  the  original  sketch ,  with  its  blanks^ 
dtc,  and  it  was  equally  obvious  that  they  would 
not  have  enacied  the  first  correcttid  copv,  coutain- 
ing,  as  it  did,  so  many  blanks  yet  t^o  be  tilled.  The 
copy  which  they  enacied,  therefor^,  mustj.from  the 
reason  of  tbe  thing,  have  been  the  complete  copy, 
as  he  well  recollected  such  to  have:  been  his  inten- 
tion. In  examining  this  code  of  Regulations,  Mr. 
S.  said  he  bad  not  very  minutely  scanned  ii.  He 
glanced  his  eye  over  it,  and,  seeing  much  to  ap- 
prove and  nothing  to  condemn,  he  had  recom- 
mended its  adoption.  In  so  doing,  wbai  did  he 
act  upon  7  Upon  tbe  confidence  he  reposed  in  the 
talents,  ititc^ty,  and  military  knowledge  of  Gen- 
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eral  ScotL  On  what  did  the  Hotue  act  in  puaing 
th«act1  Oathenmepriaciple;  and  inthatvit 
it  ia  obvioiu  that  they  must  have  lakm  the  perfi 
copr-  The  regulations  must  hare  beea  adapted 
in  Ine  shape  in  which  thejr  were  when  the  bill  was 
reported  lor  esiabliibing  tbfm — which  was  the 
shape  in  which  ihey  were  now  promalgated.  As 
lo  tbe  pTBCiicBljtperaiion  of  this  corrected  article, 
Mr.  8.  said  it  eoald  hare  do  effect  on  the  questi 
now  before  the  House,  because  il  could  not,  wfa_._ 
adopted,  be  foreseen  in  what  manner  it  was  to  ope- 
raiei  Qeneral  Scott,  in  the  most  poaitive  and 
clear  manner,  had  declared,  that  be  Lad  not  de- 
signed the  article  with  a  view  to  its  operation  on 
any  particular  indiWdual.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  objected  to  the  article  respecting  brevets, 
it  was  enough  to  say  that  it  coDtained  no  i 
than  was  already  contained  in  the  regulaiio 
the  Department  oo  that  subject,  and  it  was  better 
that  the  provision  on  the  subject  should  be  legal 
aod  fixed,  than  that  it  should  depend  on  regula- 
tion. The  War  Department,  Mr.  S.  added,  had 
notbiog  to  do  with  this  tbing.  The  thing  was  al- 
together with  General  Scott  and  the  Military 
Committee  of  the  last  >ie(sioD,  or  himself,  the  chair- 
man oElhal  committee.  For  himself,  he  did  rerily 
believe  that  he  received  the  last  corrected  copy  of 
Ihe  regulatioDs,  and  that  tbe  volume  promulgated 
is  a  transcript  of  that  copy.  The  law,  therefore, 
is  publiifaed  precisely  a*  prescribed  by  tbe  act  of 

Mr.  Cocks  made  a  statement  of  fads  in  this 
esse,  to  tbe  best  of  hia  recollection.  He  gave  a 
history  of  the  incidents  of  the  day,  the  maletial 
part  of  which  was  thai,  himself  tiein^  a  member 
of  ihe  Military  Committee,  and  occasiooally  act- 
ing as  chsirroan  of  it  in  tbe  absence  of  Mr.  Suytb, 
(who  had  disagreed  with  the  Committee  respect- 
mg  the  reduction  of  tbe  Army,)  he  had  no  recd- 
leciion  of  any  corrected  copy  of  the  rules  being 
laid  before  that  cooimittee — nor  did  he  recollect 
ever  to  have  seen  or  heard  of  a  corrected  copj^  of 
them  ontil  be  heard  of  the  official  copy  varying 
from  that  which  was  laid  befcnre  Coogrtss.  He 
did  not  propose  lo  ioqoire  into  the  effects  tA  this 
or  that  regulaiion ;  but  he  thought  it  dne  lo  the 
House  to  state  the  facts  he  had  mentioned,  in  re- 
gard to  which  the  recollection  of  other  members 
of  the  committee  corresponded  with  bis. 

Mr.  AacBEa  made  some  explanatory  remarks. 
He  had  no  objection  lo  the  inquiry,  except  as 
wholly  unnecessary,  and  did  not  by  any  means  in- 
tend to  make  the  personal  and  professional  merit 
of  General  Scott  an  argument  against  it,  because 
he  should  rather  cotuider  it  an  argument  the  other 


the  bill  lo  reduce  and  fix  the  Peace  Establisbmenl 
was  jpuKd  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
the  33d  of  January,  1821,  just  one  month  before 
the  amended  copy  of  Ihe  Army  r^ulations  was  sent 
to  General  Smyth,  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee. Whether  the  14th  section  was  then  con- 
tained in  Ihe  bill  be  did  not  know.  Il  was  not 
in  the  printed  bilL  That,  on  tbe  24th  ofFebruary. 
ihe  Senate  passed  tbe  t»ll  wiih  ameadmeuts,  end 


the  amendments  were  hanging  between  this  House 
and  tbe  Senate  Hereral  days ;  from  which  it  woold 
Heem  [vobable  that  the  House  and  Senate  passed 
upon  the  original  regulations,  and  not  upon  tbe 
amended  copy ;  bul  as  tbe  President  did  not  ap- 
prove tbe  act  until  Ihe  Sd  of  March,  it  was  pro- 
bable General  Scotl  supposed  the  amended  regu- 
lations were  those  sHnclioned  by  Congress.  He 
thought  it  was  due  to  Ihe  character  of  tuac  distin- 
guished office^  that  tbe  committee  should  be  ap- 
pointed, and  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  ex- 
plain ine  transaction.  [Mr.  Walwobth  after- 
wards examined  the  original  proceedines  in  the 
Clerk's  Office,  and  has  furnished  the  lollowing 
statement:] 

The  bill  to  reduce  tbe  Army  passed  tbe  House 
of  Representatives  on  23d  January,  1621,  without 
the  Ulh  section.  On  24th  February  the  Senate 
passed  the  bill  with  amendments.  On  the  27tb  of 
February  the  CtHumitlee  on  Mitiraiy  Affairs,  in 
tbe  House,  reported  certain' amendments  to  Ihe 


were  passed  by  the  House  the  same  day,  and  were 
adopted  by  the'  Senate  on  the  &8th  of  February. 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  lay  Ihe  resolution  on  the 
table}  which  resolution  was  negatived — 76  to  65. 
After  which,  a  dispoaitioD  appearing  to  prolong 
the  debate— 

On  the  demand  of  Mr.  Vance,  the  Speaker  pro- 
ceeded to  other  business,  the  morning  hour  allotted 
lo  Ihe  consideration  ot  original  motions  having 

COHPENeATION  BILL. 

Mr.  Haboin  moved  that  Ihe  House  take  up  for 
consideration  Ihe  bill  to  reduce  the  compensation 
of  the  members  of  Congress,  Ac,  and  on  that  mo- 
tion he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
thereupon  ordered ;  and,  the  question  being  taken, 
it  was  carried — yeas  120,  nays  46. 

Mr.  Haboin,  after  a  few  preliminary  observa- 
tiona,  in  which  he  slated  it  to  be  the  first  time  he 
had  ever  proposed  or  had  voted  for  ihe  previons 
question,  yet  he  now  fell  il  his  duty  to  move  it, 
and  did  so  accordingly ;  but  the  call  was  not  sus- 
tained by  the  Hoase-^-ayes  53,  noes  86. 

Tbe  question  recurred  upon  Mr.  Waiaor'a  mo- 

}n,  lo  add  to  the  instmctions  a  proviso^  that  the 
mileage  should  be  at  the  rale  of  thirty,  instead  of 
twenty  miles  per  day  for  the  members  j  and  oo 
this  qnesiion  Mr.  W.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken 
thereon  it  was  decided  in  tbe  negative — yeas  79, 
nays  S7,  as  follows: 

Tail — Hesan.  Allen  of  Msaiachuselti,  Archer,  Bar- 
ber of  Connecticut,  Bsleman,  Bayly,  Borland,  Brown, 
BuchBDiD,  Barrows,  Butter,  CasMdy,  Con  diet.  Conk- 
ling,  Conner,  Coshman,  Darlin^n,  Denisou,  Dtckin- 
•OD,  Eddy, Edwards  of  ConnectiCDt,  Edward* of  P«nn- 
ijlTanii,  Findlty,  Fallor,  Gabhard,  Groat,  Hemphill, 


Hooks,  Hnbb«rd,F.JohuM>n,  Jonei of  Tirgfmi, Ksyes, 
Lslhim  Litchfiald,  Little,  McCartr,  HcDaffla,  Mc- 
Neill, kitlaek,  Hatlocki,  Hiinor,  Mitchell  of  Fean., 
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of  Virgnnia,  Hvrtan,  Morraj,  Nnlc,  Nclton  of  Mu- 
wchuMtti,  NdMn  o(  Hujlaail,  TUitmm  at  Kbw 
York,  pKtIarioii  of  PanD>Tliu>i>i  PiUIibt,  Plumer  of 
PiQtiajlTaiija,  Rich,  BochwtoT,  Sogers,  Run,  Enwell, 
8&w;er,  Sloan,  8.  amilh,  J.  8.  SmiUi,  Spencar,  Stet- 
ling  of  CoDDectJeut,  Sterljng  of  New  York,  Stewart, 
BtnddariJ,  Swan,  TaLnalt,  Tod,  TomllDaoD,  Wgjwarlh, 
Warfield,  White,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Worm.n,  sod 
Wright. 

NaT!— Monra.  Alexander,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Baiber 
of  Ohio,  Banlow,  Baiaett,  Bajlica^  Blair,  Bracken- 
ridge,  BdiIod,  GunbrelenK,  Cuapbelt  of  New  York, 
Campbell  of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Chamben,  Cocke,  Golden, 
Cook,  Orafti,  Cmdnp,  Cnthberl,  Dwight,  Edward*  of 
North  Carolina,  Bnttii,  Farrellr,  Floyd,  Gilmer,  Oiit, 
GoThani,  Hardin,  Harrey,  Hawu,  HeDdricki,  Herrick, 
Hill,  Hobert,  Holcombe,  Jackion,  i.  T.  JoIuimd,  J, 
8.  Johniton,  Kant,  Kirklanil,  Leftwieb,  Lineoln,  Lonf, 
McCoy,  MeLane,  MeStierry,  Mallary,  Mataon,  Met- 
eallt,  Moore  of  AUbame,  Nelaon  ot  ViryinU,  Naw, 
Orentreet,  i^eraon,  Plnmar  of  New  fiampaUie,  Poio- 
BMt,  Kaokin,  Read  of  Hanaohnaatto,  B«ed  of  Uary- 
land,  Reid  of  Qeorpa,  Rhea,  Boat,  RogglM,  fiandan, 
Soott,  Scigaant,  Artbnr  Smith,  W.  SmiUi,  A.  Bmytlt, 
SwaahoBiD,  Tfaonpaoii,  Tm^,  Trimble,  Tucker  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  Souih  Carolina,  Vanoe,  Van 
Renaaelaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Whipple,  Williama 
of  Tirginii,  Williame  of  Noith  Oaroluia,  WUliam- 
(00,  Wilaoa,  and  Woodson. 
So  the  amendmejii  was  lost. 
Mr.  Habdin  expressed  his  oppasitioa  lo  b  com- 
mitment, on  tb«  ground  that  the  subject  was  fully 
undeislood  by  Ibe  House,  and  could  be  decided 
upon  without  the  formality  of  going  into  Commit- 
tee upon  it. 

Mr.  Wood  was  also  opposed  lo  the  commitment, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  unwilliug  to  reduce  the 
compensation  of  the  officers  of  OpTemment,  biit 
thought  thai  ski  dollais  per  dap  was  as  much  a£ 
it  was  expedient  ibe  members  of  the  Legislature 
should  leceive. 

Mr.  H.  Nelsok  mored  to  add  to  the  iostruc- 
tioDs  a  provision,  the  purport  of  which  was,  that 
the  bill  should  be  so  reported  as  to  allow  to  the 
members  of  the  present  Coogress  an  average  al- 
lowance of  six  dollars  per  day  for  BUendance,  and 
six  dollars  per  daf  for  every  twenty  miles  Iravel, 
for  the  current  and  next  session.  Mr.  N.  staled, 
that  this  form  of  the  proposition  avoided  the 
Constitutional  question  tliat  might  have  operated 
against  the  amendment  he  had  ogered  at  an  early 
part  of  (be  debate,  containing  essentially  the  sane 
provi<jon.  His  object  wa?,  that  the  compewation 
should  be  reduced  lot  ibe  whole  terta  of  the  Coa- 
gtess,  and  not  be  limited  to  that  part  of  it  which 
was  contained  in  the  next  approaching  seesion. 

A  question  of  order  was  suggested  by  Mr.  B*a- 
sBTT,  upon  a  motion  of  Mr.  Siuth,  of  Maryland, 
to  divide  the  proposition  i  and,  after  some  further 
remarks  by  Messrs.  Willuns,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Whifpls,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FARasLLT  moved  to  amend  ttie  priqtoaitioa, 
by  substituting  six  doUars  and  fwty  cents  in  '' 
01  six  dollari,  as  the  i*te  of  compenwtion  ^  __. 
before  any  queitioa  was  taken  tha«on,  Mr.  Ball 
renewed  tJte  call  fin  the  piwitms  quedioB,  bat  it 
was  refvMd  by  theHoniv— «7flB  68,  noee  78. 


Mr.  CoMDioT  moved  to  strike  ant  tlM  word 
"average," but  it  waanegaiired  withoutadivmav. 

Mr.  Cahnoh  renewed  the  motion  to  lay  ibetnll 
and  amendments  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  Haximm  caUtd  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  thereupon  ordered  and  B- 
ken,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeaa  41,  nays 
•17,  as  follows: 

Yxis— Meaan.  Alaianiler,  Allen  of  Uueschttsitli, 
Arohei,  BaU,  Barstow,  Baflj,  BUcUedgc,  BMcke*- 
ridge,  Burrowa,  CannaI^  Coiden,  Coahrain,  DicUnMB, 
Gilmer,  Herrick,  J.S.  Johnston,  Joaea  of  Tana.,KiA- 
land,  LslhTOp,  Long,  McCaitj,  McDnffia,  McNeill,  Uil- 
nor,  Newtoa,  Piereon,  Piunaelt,  Rankin,  Reid  of  Geo, 
Bawjei,  Scott,  Bloan,  S.  Smith,  Spencer,  Sterling  ol 
Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Tatnall,  Tacker  si 
VirgLaU,  Van  Renuelaei,  Williamson,  and  Wilnn. 

Njii — Messrs.  Bsldwin,  Barber  of  Connecticnt, 
Barber  of  Ohio,  Bsiielt,  Bsleman,  Bavlte^  Bliit. 
Borland,  Brown,  Bncbsnan,  Barton,  Cimbrelcn|, 
Campbell  of  New  York,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  CsMcdy, 
Chamben,  Cocke,  Condict,  Conkling,  Goaner,  Coat, 
Crafts,  Cradnp,  Dane,  Dartiagton,  Dentaan,  Dorfee. 
Bddj,  Edwards  of  Cenneeiient,  Edward  of  Pmt^l- 
vanta,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina,  BMia,  Fandy, 
FindlaT,  Floyd,  Gebhard,  Gist,  Gochan,  Gross,  Bs^ 


Ury,  Mallack,  Mstson,  Mattocks,  Metcalft,  Jfitdiell  of 

PennsjlTSDiSiMitcbelt  of  South  CBroIina.Hontgomcry, 
Moore  of  PenaiyJTinis,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Mooie  of 
Altbsma,  Morgan,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  V 
chuietli.  Nelson  of  Maryland,   Nelaon  ai  T' 


sylvanle.  Reed  of  Maaaaehuaelts,  Reed  of  Maryland, 
Rhea,  Rich,  Rocbcster,  Rogers,  Ron,  Rngglas,  Ran, 
Rnsaell,  Sander*,  SergvanI,  Arthar  Smith,  W.Saiilb, 
Aleisnder  SnTtb,  -Stewart,  Stoddard,  Swan,  Sweeiin- 
gen,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tod,  Tomlinaan,  Traey,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Soath  Carolina,  Upkan,  Taaes,  Van 
Wyek,  Walkar,  Walworth,  WaiAeld,  Whipple,  WUn, 
WlIU.iii*  of  Virginia,  Williama  at  North  Carete, 
Wood,  WoodcMk,  Woodson,  and  Worman. 

Mr.  RtcB  tbcD  nwved  to  strike  oat  the  limita- 
tion of  the  amcDdmCnt  to  tbe  present  CoogieM, 
bnt  the  motion  was  lost  witbout  a  division. 

Mr.  Walker  jaam  M  amend  the  itutructkiDi 
so  as  to  make  tbe  propowd  rednctioD  fifteen  ps  '■■ 
cent,  instead  of  iwvnty,  but  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived without  debate  or  diviaton. 

Mr.  MoKTooMBRT  moved  to  strike  otit  the  word 
"six"  dollars  where  they  occur  in  the  tnotion  of  i 
Mr.  Nei^dh,  «»d  to  insert  in  lieu  ibereof  the 
words  "ibur"  dollan,  and  on  that  queation  he 
called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
and,  having  igoee  about  half  through  with  colling 
the  same — 

Mr.  H.  Nelson  iaqnired  of  the  Speaker  whe- 
ther it  would  be  in  order  for  him,  as  the  mover,  to 
accept  of  tbe  mod^cation  proposed  fay  the  gentle- 
men from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Mohtookebt.) 

The  Spbakbr  decided  that  it  would  be  in  order 
at  all  times  until  tbe  question  had  been  decided, 
«r  an  amendmnt  thereof  made  Iv  tbe  Ho«se. 

Mr.  Nblmm  accepted  tbe  moufleatSon. 
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Hr.  Hardin  Etaled  that,  under  the  motioii  ai  it 
now  stood,  the  members  at  the  aezi  Congress 
irould  have  lo  bring  their  own  provisions,  and  pay 
out  two  hundred  and  aeventy-iiiz  dollars  for  the 
honorofcomiDff  here,  and,  if  itprerailed,  he  would 
renture  to  predict  that,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
fessions of  pstriotism,  not  fire  members  would  he 
found  at  that  time  lo  attend  the  House. 

Mr.  Montgomery  remarked  that  he  had  not 
adverted  to  the  consequences  to  which  the  motioii 
woold  lead  at  the  time  he  had  proposed  it,  bat,  a: 
it  was  done,  he  would  not  tecali  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeu  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  34,  nays  132, 
u  follows: 

Ttis — Mesm.  Baylitw,  Bsy);,  Bluklcdie,  Bor- 
land, BracktDridgs,  Bnrnmra,  Cannon,  Colden,  Connar, 
Cnahman,  Dickinson,  Eastia,  FflcrsJl;,  FaJler,  Oeb- 
hard.  Hill,  Jone*  of  Tenoeisee,  Kajra,  Litchfield, 
MeDoffis,  Mitchell  of  South  Carolina,  Uontgomary, 
Ntlaoa  at  M&rylsnd,  Nelson  of  Virgiaie,  Newton, 
Pitcher,  Rochssler,  RoM,  SsHjer,  Slosn,  Slerliog 
of  New  Yeik,  TitnalJ,  Tajloi,  and  Warfielil. 

Niii — Menra.  Alexander,  Altnn  of  MsMachusetts, 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  ol'  Connecticui,  Barber 
of  Ohio,  Baratow,  Baaaatt,  Baleman,  BJair,  Brann, 
Buchanan,  Burton,  Butler,  Cambreleng,  Campbell  of 
New  York,  Campbell  of  Ohjii,  Caaaedj,  Chambers, 
Cocke,  CondlcU  Conkling,  Cook,  Crafts,  CiuJop, 
Cnthbert,  Dane,  Darlingtoa,  Deniaon,  Durfte,  Eddy, 
Bdwar^a  of  Connecticat,  Edwards  of  North  Carolina, 
FindUy,  Fto;d.  Giimer,  Gist,  Gorham,  Oroai,  Hardin, 
Hanr^,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Hciiick,  Ho- 
bart,  Uotoombe,  Hooka,  Habbard,  Jackaon,  F.  Jobn- 
Boa.  J.  T.  Johnaon,  J.  S.  Jahnilon,  Jones  of  Virginia, 
Kent,  Latkrop,  Leftwich,  Ijincoln,  Little,  Long,  Mc- 
Caity,  HeCay,  UcLane,  McNeil],  McSheny,  Mallaiy, 
Matlack,  HatKin,  Haltocka,  Marcar,  Metcalfe,  Milnor, 
Milcbell  of  Pennaylvania,  Moora  of  PenosylTaDta, 
Moore  of  Virginia,  Mooreof  Alabama,  Murraj,  Neale, 
NelaOQ  of  Maaaachoaetla,  NewjOneratreet,  PnttenOD 
of  PeniujtTania,  Phillin,  Pierson,  Plumar  of  New 
HuDpahire,  Plnmar  of  Peniuylienia,  Poinsett,  Ran- 
kin. Bead  of  Masaachiuelts,  Seed  of  Maryland,  Reid 
of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rogeri.  Raaa.  Rugglea,  Ru)- 
sell,  8ander>,  Scott,  8.  Smilli,  Arthur  Smith,  W. 
Smith,  Alexander  Binjlh,  Spencer,  Sterling  of  Con- 
necticut, Stewart,  Stoddard.  Sffao,  tjwearlngen, 
Thompson.  Tod,  Tomlinaon,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tacker 
of  VirKinia.  Tadter  of  South  Carolina.  Upham,  Vance, 


Mr.  PiERsON  renewed  the  motion,  as  originally 
proposed  by  Mr.  H.  NELaoN,  so  as  to  make  an 
avenge  allowance  of  six  dollar;  for  both  sessions 
of  the  present  Congress,  and  on  that  motion  he 
called  lor  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  there- 
upon ordered,  and  the  question  was  decided  in  the 
negatiTe — yeas  51,  nays  108,  as  fotlons; 

Ykas— Uent*.  Baylies,  Bayly,  BlacUedge,  Bor- 
iKnd,  Breekenrulga.  Butter,  Campbell  of  New  York, 
Casaedy,  Conner,  Cook,  Cuahman,  Eddy,  Ednardi  of 
Pennajirania,  Eostia,  Farrelly,  Gebhaid,  Qorham, 
Hooks,  Hobbard,  F.  Johnaon,  Jones  of  Tennaiaae, 
Kerra,  Litcbfleld,  Little,  McCariy,  McDuffie,  Mat- 
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lack,  Hatlocks,  Morgan,  Murrayt  Ndwn  of  Maryland, 
Nelson  of  Virginia,  Patterson  of  New  York  Pienoo, 
Pitcher,  Raed  of  Uaasachnaatla,  Rocbealer,  Hona, 
Ruaaeli,  Sawyer,  aergaanl,  Sloan,  8.  Smith,  Starling 
of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York,  Swan,  Bwcar- 
ingan,  Taylor,  Tomlinaon.  Walwarlh,  and  Warfield. 

Nils — Masars.  Alexander,  Allan  of  Muaachnaatta, 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barber  of  Ohio,  Btntow, 
Baasett,  Balaman,  Blair,  Brown,  Barton,  Cambre- 
leng,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Chambeia,  Cocke,  Coldeu, 
Conkliog,  Crafla,  Cnidap,  Cothbert,  Dane,  Darling- 
ton. Daaison,  Dickioaon,  Darfee,  Dwigbt,  Edwardi  of 
Connecticat,  Edwaida  of  Nortti  Carolina,  Findlaj, 
Oilmer,  OisI,  Oroaa,  Hardin,  Harvey,  Hawks.  Hen- 
dricks, Herrick,  Hill,  Hobart,  Holeombe,  Jaekaon, 
J.  T.  Jobnion,  J.  8.  Jobniton,  Jonea  of  Virginia, 
Kent,  Kiikland,  L^tbrop.  LeAwicb,  Lincoln,  Long, 
McCoy,  McLane,  McNeill,  McSherry,  Mallary,  Mat- 
aon.  MeteaUi-,  Milnor,  Milcbell  orPennajlvania,  Moore 
of  PenoaylTaoia,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Hoore  of  Ala- 
bama, Nealp,  Nelson  of  Ktaseachuietia,  New,  Nawton, 
Overatreet,  Patleraon  of  PannayWania,  Ptaillipa,  Phi- 
mer  of  New  Himpebire,  Plumar  of  Pamuylvania, 
Pumsett,  Rankin,  Reed  of  Maryland.  Raid  of  Georgia. 
Rhea,  Rich,  Rogers,  Rosa,  Rugglea,  Sanders,  ScoCt, 
Arthur  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Aleiander  Smyth,  Spencer, 
TbiqbU,  TbompaoD,  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  TucUr  of 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Upham,  Vanc«, 
Van  Renaaelaer,  Van  Wyck,  Walker,  Whipple,  White. 
Witliama  of  Virginia,  Williams  of  Nortb  Carolina, 
Wilaon,  Wood,   Woodcock,   VV«>daon  and  Wormsn. 

Mr.  McCahty  moved  that  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments be  postponed  to  the  second  Monday  in  De- 
cember next.  He  said,  he  believed,  when  the 
subject  was  first  proposed,  that  there  was  not  time  < 
to  pass  the  bill,  and  the  subsequent  lime  it  had 
occupied,  confirmed  him  in  the  opinion.  It  was 
under  this  view  of  Ibe  subject  that  he  oflered  the 
'on,  and  upon  it  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 

r.  Cambreleno  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  the  call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  46,  nays  113, 
" "  follows : 

Y*it — Meiara.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Mtaaaehnaatta, 
Arcber,  Ball,  Barber  of  Obio,  Bayly,  BlacUadge,  Bar. 
land,  Breckenridge,  Cannon,  Coldan,  Cuahman,  Dick- 
Inaon,  Gilmer,  Oorham,  Heriick,  Jonea  of  Virginia, 
Jonea  of  Tenneaiee,  Kirkland,  Lathiop^  Little,  Long, 
McCarty,  McNeill,  Milnor,  Montgomery,  Nelson  of 
Virginia,  Newtnn,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Poinsett, 
Rankin,  Reed  of  Georgia,  Sandera,  Scott,  Sloan,  Spen- 
cer, Steriiag  of  Connection,  Sterling  of  New  York, 
Tatnall,  Taylor,  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upbatn,  Van 
Renaaelaer,  Walworth,  Williamaoo,  and  Wilson. 

Niia — Maaan.  Baldwin,  Baaaett,  Bstaman,  Bay- 
lies, Blair,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burton,  Batler,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Campbell  of  Ohio, 
Caaaedy,  Cbamban.  Cocks,  Condict,  Conkling,  Can- 
"ler,  Craftf,  Cruilup,  Cnihberi,  Dane,  Darlington, 
)eniaon,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Eddy,  Edwarda  of  Conneo- 
icut,  Edwarda  of  Paonsylrania,  Edwards  of  North 
Carolina,  Euslia,  Findlay,  Floyd,  Gebhanl,  Gist, 
Groaa.  HarJin,  Hawks,  Hemphill,  Hendricks.  Hill, 
Hobart,  Holeombe,  Hooks,  Hubbard,  Jackaon,  F. 
Johnaon,  J.  T.  Johnson,  Kent,  Keyea,  Leftwich,  Lin< 
coin,   Litclfield,    McCoy,   McDufli^   McLana,   Uo- 
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Bbarry,  MilUrj,  Mallkck,  Mabon,  Mattock*,  MaUalfa, 
Uitohall  of  PeDDtjlTiDia,  Mooi«  of  PeDnijUania, 
Moor*  of  Vliginii,  Moare  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Hnr- 
raj,  N«ale,  Nelaon  of  MaaaachnaBlU,  N«4>on  of  Ma- 
^and,  Naif,  OTCiatrset,  Fatteraon  of  Pennajlfania, 
PWlifv,  Piaraon,  Pitchar,  Plamer  of  New  Hampahire, 
Planaer  of  HaaaaebuMtti,  Rccd  of  Masaaehuaem, 
Raad  of  Marjland,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rocbwiar,  Rogna, 
Reaa,  Ragglaa,  Rui,  Roaaall,  6nst%ot,  B.  Snith.  Ar- 
ttuir  Smith,  W.  Smith,  AlexandsT  8m;th,  BIcnart, 
Stoddaidt  Btrao,  8w«*iingeii,  Tboatpmo,  Tod,  Tom- 
llBaon,  Tra^,  TucJon  af  Soaib  Carolina,  Vance,  Vaa 
WT«k,  Warfiald,  Whipple,  WilUama  of  ViTginia, 
WmUma  ofNorth  CiroliDB,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Wood- 
•cm,  and  Worman. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  a  further 
proritto  to  the  ins  I  ructions,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  that  no  member  should  receive  pay  for  any 
greater  oumbet  than  one  hundred  dayi  in  say  one 

Mr.  Allbk  called  for  the  jreas  and  naya,  but  the 
laolioa  wsa  not  accorded  by  the  House. 

Mr.  A.  Miid  be  beti«ved  t&ai  the  professed  object 
of  tb«  Committee  of  RetreDchiDeni  would  be  niot« 
cActmlly  accomplished  by  this  amendmeDt,  than 
b^  the  passage  of^the  bill  which  they  had  repotted 
without  it;  and  be  thought  it  would  coalribuie 
more  to  lessen  the  expense  of  this  part  of  the  Guv-  : 
—""•rat  than  any  other  provision  that  had  been 
^.  There  should  not,  he  said,  be  any  in- ' 
.  !nt  for  members  to  prolong  the  sessions — ' 
fatnrerer  pare  and  patriotic  might  be  their  ioten- ' 
lions,  it  exposed  them  to  the  imputation  of  unwor- 
itbv  Bod  dishonorable  motives. 

It  would  be  recollected,  he  said,  that  a  refoluiion 
for  redncing  the  pay  of  member^  had  been  oS'ered 
at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  but  the  House 
refused  eren  to  consider  it,  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote ;  and  now,  after  sitting  one  hundred 
and  fifty  days,  and  taking  our  pay  under  the  eil^t- 
ing  law,  when  a  few  days  only  remain  to  us,  and 
pablie  business  of  iheutmost  importance  ispresjiing 
tipoa  us,  we  are  set  about  regularinff  the  pay  of 
members  at  the  fiiturt  sessions.  We  DBve already 
takoi  our  pay  for  the  principal  part  of  the  period 
for  wbtefa  we  were  chosen,  and  shall  we  now 
make  a  vieHt  of  reducing  two  dollars  for  each  of 
the  few  days  that  remain  to  us  7  If  gentlemen 
ware  in  eaineat  to  makea  rednciion,  why  did  ihey 
not  meet  the  question  at  the  commencemeDt  of  the 
oenionT  We  have  spent  the  time,  and  got  the 
money,  and  now  we  gravely  talk  of  reduction ! 
Mr.  A.  said,  gentlemen  had  considered  this  as  a 
questioit  between  their  own  pockets  and  the  peo- 
ple. This  was  a  narrow  view  of  the  subject — it 
was  not  a  measure  of  mere  private  consideration  ; 
it  wu  chiefly  to  be  regarded  in  the  influence  it 
might  have  upon  the  future  composition  and  char- 
acter of  the  Hou*e. 

A  ^atleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,) 
had  said,  that  the  compensation  should  nut  be  so 
high  as  to  indnce  memnere  to  protract  the  sessions 
for  private  advantage.  But  will  the  gentleman's 
sDggeation  afford  any  security  against  the  mischief 
he  deprecatesl  Put  your  compensation «t  what 
joa  will,  if  it  is  sufiicient  to  induce  men  to  come 


here,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  indaee  tbem  to  stay 
here;  and  there  are  men  enough  to  whom  the 
lowest  compensation  would  be  an  object  to  be 
coveted. 

Mr.  A.  said,  he  believed  the  buBiness  of  evoy 
session  of  Congress  could  be  done  in  one  hnndicd 
days  as  well  as  in  a  longer  time.  The  second  ses- 
sion of  each  Congress  is  limited,  generally,  to 
about  that  time,  and  we  go  throngh  with  abont  as 
much  business  as  in  the  long  seasions,  and  perform 
it  as  well.  The  FourteenUi  Congresa  bad  mote 
business  before  it  perhaps  than  anyotherererhad, 
unless,  indeed,  we  except  the  First  Congress, 
which  bad  to  organize  the  Oovemmmt,  and  to 
put  it  in  operation.  They  had  to  investigate  and 
pass  upon  that  yast  moss  of  private  claims  which 
grew  out  of  the  late  war.  They  had  toreducelhe 
establish  meats  of  the  country,  and  adapt  tbem  to 
a  state  of  peace ;  yet  they  accomplished  all  these, 
in  addition  to  the  ordinary  snlnecis  of  legislatioD, 
and  rose  on  the  30ib  of  April,  leaving  no  busineat 
requiring  an  earlier  meeting  at  their  second  session, 
than  the  Coostitittional  time.  If  the  daily  pay 
could  be  an  inducement  to  protract  the  seMions, 
it  was  proper  thalsuch  inducement  should  be  taken 
away ;  and  it  was  due  to  monbers  tbat  ihne 
should  be  DO  ground  for  imputing  to  them  unwor- 
thy motives.  This  House,  said  Mr.  A.,  is  the  de- 
positol'y  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peopl^- 
it  is  the  ims^e  of  their  sovereignty.  The  eonipen- 
saiioD  Ehoufd  be  such  as  to  command  the  best  tal- 


lic  feelings,  and  of  honorable  and  elevattid  st 
roents,  is  not  money.  Money  is  but  the  means  to 
enable  them  to  do  their  duties.  No'geotleman  on 
this  floor,  00  member  of  the  e(»nmittee,  had  said, 
that  the  present  compensation  was  too  high.  Ifit 
was  right  and  just  to  reduce  it,  we  ought  to  have 
reduced  it  before.  We  should  alw  »tend  the  re- 
duction to  tbe  present  session.  Is  the  measure 
called  for  by  the  state  of  the  public  Treasury? 
The  reduction  it  proposes,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  (Mr.  Habuin)  has  expressed  it,  would 
be  but  a  drop  in  the  ocean. 

Mr.  A.  would  he  among  the  last  who  would 
vote  for  largesalaries;  but  be  would  also  be  among 
the  last  to  reduce  the  My  of  members  below  a  fair 
and  equitable  atandara.  He  believed  the  proposi- 
tion he  offered  would  save  more  to  the  Treistiry 
than  the  reduction  contemi^ied  in  the  bill  would 
efl'eci  without  it — that  it  would  insure  taore  dec- 
patch  of  the  public  business,  and  contribute  more 
to  reduce  the  burdens  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Whipple  did  not  rise  he  said,  to  enter  into 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  proposition  now 
before  the  House.  His  only  object  was  to  viodi- 
CHte  the  Committee  of  Retrenchment  from  the 
imputations  that  had  been  made  upon  it.  Tbe 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Allen)  has 
tDsiuualed  that  it  was  a  project  of  the  committee, 
and  says  it  was  not  called  for  by  tbe  state  of  the 
Treasury,  or  by  the  people.  Mr.  W.  contended  it 
was  imperiously  called  for  by  both.  The  first  re- 
port of  the  committee  showed  conclusivelr  tbat 
'   ur  finances,  and  the  magnitude  of 
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the  pablic  debt  reqaired  a  Tttrenchmeni  of  our  ex- 
penses, to  mtore  (he  one,  and  lo  enable  us  to  pay 
off  the  other;  and  he  vent  into  a  discussion,  at 
some  length,  to  show  the  correctness  of  the  report, 
and  that  the  atate  of  ihe  Treasoiy  rFquired  a  re- 
daction. Bat  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mt.  Allem)  bai  said  that  it  is  a  gratuitous  niea- 
sore  on  the  pari  of  the  committee,  and  that  the 
people  ba7e  not  asked  it  of  as.  But  does  that 
geAtteman  not  remember,  that,  at  an  earlj  period 
i7f  this  leBsiDn,  an  honorable  member  from  Con- 
neciiiiat  (Mr.  EnwAnna)  had  moved  a  resolntion 
lo  redace  the  compensation  of  the  members  of 
Congttst,  poTftutnt  to  a  resolirtion  of  the  Lnisla- 
itire  of  that  9tale^-iVbioh  resolntion  the  House 
Tefnsed.eren  to  consider?  And  does  h«  not  know, 
saM  Mr.  W.,  (bat  the  members  of  this  House, 
fram  the  State  Which  1  hace  the  honor  in  part  to 
KpreaeB^  (N^w  Hempahire,)  haTe  come  here  with 
similar  instnittions 7  Do  not  the  rotes  given  in 
this  House  furnish  a  refutatidn  of  the  assertion 
tbMt  pufaUe  sentiment  does  not  detiiaiid  this  meas- 
Diel  If  gentlemen  ar#  conscious  that  their  con- 
stitaett(s  are  satxiSad  with  the  pr^ent  at»vt  of 
things,  let  tbem'give  a  direct  *oie,  to  put  this  biH 
at  rest.  The  pe6ple  ititl  nevet  be  toHnting  in  that 
cofliiMmer  of  conduct  which  wilt  not  permit 
them  to  condemn  What  their  better  judgment  ap- 
proTea.  And  if  the  public  senlitnent  be  so  per- 
tecitj'  at  nst  on  this  subject,  why  these  repealed 
attenlpta  to  put  the  bill  frbm  before  the  House 
by  what"  I  would  denominate  parliajnenieering  7 
Oentlemen  ntight  undoubtedly  God  themselves 
fatly  able  lo  reconcile  to  their  coDstitueD(:i  what 
they  now  so  entirelv  approve. 

But  great  opprobrium,  said  Mr.  W.,  has  been 
cast  apon  (be  committee  for  having  brought  for- 
ward this  measure  at  a  late  period  of  the  session, 
when  other  itnportaot  business  was  crowding  upon 
the  Home.  The  committee,  it  is  true,  was  ap- 
pointed in  February ;  but  thev  deemed  it  expedi- 
ent to  take  a  wide  and  comprehensive  view  oT  the 
subject,  and  to  report  a  general  systeit)  of  retrench- 
ment that  should  operate  fairly  and  justly  upon 
oU  those  expenditures  that  could  possibly  be  re- 
trenched, and  they  did  not  propose,  nor  did  they  in- 
tend to  bring  the  system  into  operation  at  the  pres- 
etit  session.  But  tbe^  have  bmn  challenged,  from 
lime  to  time,  to  bring  it  forward,  and  have  been 
reproached  for  the  aelar.  It  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  committee,  then,  if  this  bill  stands  in  (he  wa^ 
of  other  business.  If  there  is  any  fault  about  it  it 
does  not  lie  at  the  doors  of  the  committee.  Nor 
was  this  all — for  Mr.  W.  contended  that  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  was  essentially  necessary  lo  pre- 
•erre  the  Keady  habits  of  the  country.  As  a  na- 
tion we  had  gone  on,  year  after  year,  in  a  habit  of 
profusion  ana  extravagance  incongenial  with  our 
institutions,  and  if  gentlemen  would  examine  the 
history  of  other  Graveroments,  they  would  find  that 
no  GioTerameni,  whatever  may  have  been  its 
stracnre  or  form,  has,  during  so  short  a  period 
from  its  foundation,  increased  bO  rapidly  in  its  ei- 
pendimres  as  our  own.  Whence  do  we  derive  our 
institatioiu ?  Prom  the  early,  virtuous  habits  of 
(be  first  settlers  of  thb  country.    Let  those  pri- 


meval manners  be  supplanted,  and  'whatever  name 
your  Government  may  bear,  its  spirit  will  be  op- 
pression. I  do  Dot  entertain  the  opinion  that  we 
are  now  in  the  broad  road  to  rnin ;  but,  sir,  it  be- 
comes us  to  adhere  to  maxims  of  economy ;  for,  if 
Ihe  step  be  once  taken,  it  is  difficult  to  recall  wAal 
has  been  done — 


Sed 


PacUti  dMcenioi  Avemi, 
ivoeara  gradam,  anperaiqat  avadere  sd  ai 
lie  labor,  hoc  opns  rat." 


VBs  necessary  lo  restrain  tbe  tendency  in  some 
lasses  to  prolusion.  They  were  doubtless  willing 
lo  compensate  (heir  public  agents  well :  but  he 
believed  they  did  expect,  and  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect, that  their  Qovernment  would  be  adminis- 
tered in  (he  spirit  of  our  Revolutionary  period, 
when  we  boldly  held  tbe  doctrine  that  Govern- 
ment had  its  origin  in  tbe  weakness  of  individuals. 
and  had  for  its  end  tbe  strength  and  ■ecuri(y  of 
tbe  whole,  in  opposition  to  the  wealth  and  security 
of  a  few.  A  habit  of  ecotiomy  should  be  encour- 
aged. Examples  were  not  wanting  to  enforce  it. 
George  IV.  baa  lately  become  so  much  of  a  ndi- 
eal  that  be  has  relinquished  £300,000  of  his  roval 
income,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  could  not  but  hope  that 
those  who  professed  to  be  republicans  woold  show 
a  di;posi(ion  alio  to  retrench. 

Messrs.  Cook  and  Haboin  also  opposed  the 
laotion,  when  the  question  was  taken,  and  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  recommitment  to  tbe  committee,  with  In- 
structions, was  the  question  next  in  order. 

The  recommitment  was  sunparted  by  Messrs. 
Shith,  of  Maryland,  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  and 
Jonaa,  of  Tennessee,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Roaa,  Stevabt,  and  Wood,  when  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  oars,  and  decided  in  the 
negative — yeas 50,  nays  118,  as  foliowa: 

Yeii — Mein*.  Ball,  Bauelt,  Bstemsn,  Bajlf, 
BIseUedRS,  Br<ehen ridge,  Bd now ■,  Butler,  Campbell 
of  Nevr  York,  Cannon,  CondicI,  Fnller,  Olal,  Hilli 
Hooks,  Jone<  of  Ten'hewee.Kejes,  Lelltilcb,  Lineoln, 
Litcbftald,  Litllt,  Long,  McCoy,  HeNaill,  Mallsty, 
Matflon,  Nelian  of  MsMachosctti,  N<«ton,  Ottntreet, 
PaUeraon  of  Nsw  York,  Picr«6n,  Pitcher,  Rankin, 
Roed  of  MasMthosMts,  Reed  of  Maryland,  BocAestw, 
Bum,  Ssivyer,  aeoU,  Sloan,  8.  ftnith,  AUiandar 
Smjtb,  Smdcst,  SlarliDg  of  Connecticut,  Sloddird, 
Tatnalt,  TomlioMD,  Tucker  of  Soulh  Carolina,  Wit- 
liim*  of  Virgioii,  sad  WiUon. 

NiTi — Messn.  Alaianikr,  Alien  of  MHsadinMtar 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  CDnnoelica(,  Baibor  of 
Ohio,  Birstow,  BsyllM,  Blair,  Borland,  Bro»a,  Bacb* 
.snan.  Barton,  Cambreleng,  Csmpbatt  of  Ohio,  Cai- 
Htdy,  Chsmben,  Cocke,  Colden,  Coakling,  Conner, 
Cook,  Crani,  (Jrudup,  CoBhmua,  Cuthbert,  Dane, 
Darlington,  Denison,  Dickioion,  Durfee,  Dwight,  Ed- 
dy, Edwarda  of  Connecticut,  Edward*  of  Pennajlva- 
nia,  Edwards  of  North  CaTOlina,  rarrelty,  FlndJaj, 
Flojd,  GebharJ,  Gilmer,  Gorharo,'  Gron,  Hardin, 
BsTtev,  Hanka,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Ho- 
bar(,  Holeombe,  Hubbard,  Jackson,  F.  Johnson,  J.  T. 
Jobnaon,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Kent,  Kirkland,  Lathrop, 
McQarty,   McDaffie,   McLane,    McBberrj,    MtUacI, 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.  ofR. 


May,  1632. 


M«rc«r,  M«tca1fe,  Milnor,  Mitchell  of  PtnoijlTania, 
Mantgonarj,  Moore  of  PenDi;I*aniii  Moore  of  Vir*  | 
finik,  Moore  of  Alihama,  Morgin,  Murray,  Neale, 
Nebon  of  Maryland,  Nelaon  of  Virginia,  New,  Pal- 
larwia  of  PenoiylTioia.  Phillipa.  Plam«r  of  New 
Hampahiis,  Ptumer  of  Pen  nay  It  an  i&,  Poinaett,  Reid 
of  Qeorgia,  Bhea,  Kch,  Rogen,  Roai,  RngElea,  Ru«- 
•all,  Sandera,  BerfeanC,  Arthur  Smith,  W.  Bmith, 
J.  a.  Smith,  Stewart,  Swan,  Tajlor,  Thon]pw>n,  Tod, 
Tracy,  Trimble,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Renuelaer,  Van 
Wyck,  Walker,  Walworth,  Waifield,  Whipple,  White, 
Williami  of  North  Carolina,  Wiliiameon,  Wood, 
Woodcock,  Woodaon,  and  Woman. 

Mr.  Nbvton  moved  that  the  House  idjouTD, 
on  which  Mr.  Williahb,  of  North  Carolioa, 
moved  for  the  ^eas  and  naya,  which  were  taken 
thereon,  and  the  qaeation  wu  decided  in  the  af- 
fiimBlive— ^eas  93,  noes  71.  So,  at  5  o'clock  pre- 
cisely, the  Honse  adjourned. 

WsDNESDAy,  May  1. 

The  House  resumed  the  cod  sid  erst  ion  of  the  re»- 
olution  Bubmiiled  by  Mr.  Stetekson  yeeterday, 
Bnd,  on  the  question,  Will  the  House  agree  there- 
to? it  passed  in  the  affirmative;  andMessrs.  T*T- 
KJiLL,  PiTOHta,  Sanders,  and  Shitb  of  Ken- 
tacky,  were  appointed  «  committee  in  pursuance  ol 
the  said  rewlution. 

The  House  took  op,  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  thi 

SetitioD  of  Charles  Grice;  whereupon^  it  was  or- 
ered  that  the  said  report,  together  with  the  peti- 
tion, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 
Mr.  Tdcker,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Military  Expend  I  turef,  made  a  report 
thereon. 

The  report  concTndes  with  the  following 

Retolmd,  That  the  aUndinn  rale*  of  this  Hotxaa 
riiall  b«  ro  aEaaQded  ■*  that  th«  Comnillee  on  the  Ac* 
counta  and  Public  Eipenditnrea  ralalive  to  the  War 
DepartmrDt  ahatl  hereafter  consist  of  seven  members. 

Saoktd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jodlciary  shall 
inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  enlarging  the  datiea  of 
the  Attorney  General.  • 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  t 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Colnmhia,  to  whom  was  recommitted  a  hill 
for  altering  the  jurisdiction  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  said  District,  reported  the  same  with 
amendments  made  pursuant  to  the  direction  of 
the  House,  and  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
dered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bahber,  of  Ohio,  submitted  the  foHowing 
resolutions  for  consideration : 

Rttolved,  That  the  Postmaster  GeuersE  be  directed 
to  report  to  thii  Home,  at  the  comtnenccment  of  tl 
neit  •Msioa,  a  bill  for  the  eitabliahmeDt  ofpoit  roa 
thronghout  the  United  Stales,  which  ahall  contain  i 
the  post  roada  now  eatsblished,  which  may  appear 
him  useful;  and  that  he  point  out  auch  routes  aa  I 
may  omit  in  the^bill,  and  inch  alteration!  and  nc 
toQtei  aa  he  may  inierl  therein,  (ogelher  with  bis 
reasons  therefor. 

Rtmhtd,  alto.  That  the  Poilmaster  General  report 
a  bill  for  r«f  ulaling  the  Post  Office  Department,  diges^ 


ing  the  eiiating  acta  on  the  snbject,  into  oaeiiiw;  | 
and  thsl  be  point  ont  such  alterations  as  he  thsllhsTe  ! 
made  in  the  eiiating  seta,  and  hi*  reasons  therefor. 

The  question  of  consideration  being  r»iuird,      . 

was  taken  nod  determined  in  tbe  negatlTe;  » 
the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same.  I 

Mr.  QoBBAM  moved  for  the  printing  of  two 
thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  suppression  of  the  stave  trade,      , 
which  it  appears  it  is  not  intended  to  call  up  for      i 
decision  at  the  present  session.     The  motion  wit      ! 
supported  by  the  mover,  and  Mr.  ToMLiHeoii,  oa 
the  ground  of  tbe  importance  of  the  subject,  tad 
the  necessity  for  a  fuQ  examination  of  it  during 
the  recesn,  and  was  opposed  hj_  Mr.  Cocke  ;  when 
the  question  was  put  and  carried — ye«a  77. 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  for  the  consideration' of  tbe 
resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  him  for  the  tfr- 

Saintment  of  a  committee  of  investisBtion  to  sit 
uriug  the  recess  of  Congress ;  but  toe  House  le- 
fuaed  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  CoHCLiHa  presented  for  considersIioD  the 
following  Joint  resoluiioa: 

"  Raolvtd,  by  iht  SmtUe  and  IboMt  of  Hart- 
itatativa  of  Iht  Unittd  Stale*  of  America  m  C«»- 
ertM  ottetMkd,  imo-thiHk  ofbotk  HoiMet  eonturri^g, 
That  the  fallowing  amendment  to  the  Gonslllatioa 
of  the  United  State*  be  prouxed  to  the  LogUalnrta 
of  tbe  *eieral  State*,  which,  when  ratified  by  tb« 
Legislature*  of  three-fbnrths  of  the  States,  sluJI  ba 
valid,  to  all  inlenta  and  purpose*,  as  part  of  tbe  Con- 

"  That  no  increaie  of  the  compeniation  of  mrmbwi 
of  Congrai*  aball  take  eSvct  during  the  conlinnsDce 
of  the  Congress  by  which  it  shall  have  been  mide. 
And  no  law  ahall  be  passed  filing  tfac  pay  of  memben 
of  Congress  at  a  greater  sum  than  aii  dollars  (bread) 
day's  sttendance,  and  aii  dollar*  for  every  iweily 
miles  travel  in, coming  to  and  returning  from  the  Seal 
of  (Jovernmeot." 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  C.  said,  tht 
House  has  now  been  for  several  days  engaged, 
how  fruitlessly  engaged  he  need  not  say,  in  endeav- 
oring to  fix  the  amount  of  our  own  compensation. 
Forliis  part,  be  had  witnessed  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  with  pain  and  motiification  ;  and  hit 
mind  had  been  irresistibly  impelled  to  the  condit 
sion  that  this  was  an  unfit  lubiect  for  unrestrained 
legislation.  With  a  view,  therefore,  if  possiUt, 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such,  he  would  not 
say  disgraceful,  but,  he  would  say  humiliBiinc 
scenes  in  future,  he  oflfered  to  tbe  consideration  (U 
the  House  an  amendment  to  the  Constitutioo, 
which  it  was  his  intention  to  ask  the  House  to 
discuss  at  the  next  session. 

The  resolution  wns  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  and  gave  notice  that  he  shoold 
call  for  the  coa.« [deration  of  the  same  on  Satur- 

Raohtd,  That  the  practice  which  ha*  obtained  in 
the  public  offieea  of  Ihii  City,  (of  not  attending  to  bo- 
■inesB  until  nine  or  ten  o'clock  in  tbe  morning,  aad 
cloaing  tbe  office*  at  three  o'dock  in  the  evening,;  is  in- 
convenient to  Ihoes  who  have  bniineas  to  tranaact  in 
Ihcm  ;  is  not  inch  reasonable  attention  to  the  public 
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MiTiea  u  riioiild  be  giTcn,  not  lach  ■tlention  u  tha 
nhrie*  ■llowcd,  by  law,  ue  antitled  to  eommaD^,  and 
tbat  Ihs  nid  Dfietics  onght  to  ba  abaliihed. 

Reathtd,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Statei 
ba  nqncitad  to  caiua  the  re«p«ctive  Seeretaiiea  of 
Slats,  of  tha  TraaaDiy,  of  War,  and  of  the  Na«j,  and 
tbs  PoetoiHtet  Giaaral,  to  raport  to  Ihii  Hoiue,  on 
tlM  ncond  daj  of  lh«  naxt  tenion  of  CoaKraii,  the 
nnmbar  of  active  and  well  qaalifiad  cleiki,  and  ac- 
coDnbiDla,  that  will  be  neceaiuy  to  parfbrm  tba  dutiea 
of  their  reapective  officea  aod  departmaDta,  bj  reqnii- 
iug  a  Teaaooabla,  coiutant,  and  diligent  atteotiOD  Is 

Raohtd  That  the  number  of  officara  and  Maman 
of  ihe  Nan  of  the  United  Statea  ought  to  be  limited 
bj  law,  and  that  the  number  of  neither  ihaald  exceed 
•I  naii7  aa  can  ba  ictiTelj  and  fully  employed  in  the 

Baolttd,  That  the  PrMidenI  of  the  United  Statea 
ba  raqneaiHl  to  came  to  be  laid  before  this  Home,  on 
tba  Sd  day  of  the  next  aeuion  of  Congreia,  a  plan  for 
a  Peace  Eitebliibment  of  Ihe  Navy  of  the  United 
8tMM,  in  confonnity  to  the  piinciplei  declared  in  the 
fciefotnf  neolatioDB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johksoh,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  diacbar^ed 
from  the  further  eonfideratiou  of  all  the  petitions 
and  other  matters  that  had  been  referred  lo  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rahkih,  tbe  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  proTiding-  foi;  the  disposal  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  for 
the  belter  organization  of  tbe  land  districts  in  the 
State*  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi  I  and  the  same 
being  amended  and  gone  through  with  in  the 
HoUM,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 
STATEMENT  OF  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  aiMl  Post  Roads,  presented  the  follow- 
ing commonication  from  the  Postmaster  General ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table: 
GniBAi  Poor  Omci, 

April  W,  IS3S. 

8iB :  I  baTs  the  honor  lo  transmit  herewith  a  atal*- 
meat,  exfalbmog  the  actaal  condition  of  the  General 
Poal  OSce  DaoartmeDl,  eonlbrniaUe  to  yonr  re^Deit. 
Very  respaclfnlly,  &e. 

R.  J.  UEIOH,  Ja. 

Hon.  FsAMoi*  Jouraox, 

CAwvMPi  Com.  Pott  Offieu,  4«- 
Statement  of  ihe  actual  condition  of  Ik*  Poet  Offiet 

DqiarlmenI, 
Amount  of  postages  collected  from  the  eitabluhment 

of  the  Poet  Office,  tIi  :  from  the  year  1798  to  April 

1,  18U,  inclluiTe  ■  ■    97,SS0,1>3I  00 

Amount  of  poetagea,  eolteeted  under 

the  adminiatiBtion  of  IL  J.  Meiga, 

Tin:  from  April  I,  lSt4,to  Janaary 

1,  18SS 8,083,899  00 


-      «193,sn  00 

AmouDt  of  onlatanding  debit  bataaccs 
or  debts  dae  the  Department,  April 

1, 1814 •S4e,0es  00 


Amount  of  outstanding  debit  balances, 
or  debta  due  the  Depattmant,  Jan- 
naty  1, 1829  ....  4S4,46S  BO 

Jjeaiing,  for  increase  of  balance*,  from 

April  1,  1814,  to  January  I,  183S  -       9177,494  00 

ATanga  •moniil  of  postage,  now  col- 
lected in  ona  quarter  of  a  year  370,000  00 

Eicesa  of  ona  qaartar's  poatage  OTer 
vnooQt  of  debUi  accrolDg  from 
April  1,  1B14,  to  Jannary  1, 1833  -        •es,«>6  00 

From  tbe  data  abore,  it  appears  that  tbe  increaee 
of  debit  batancei,  or  am  on  nt  of  debts  seeming  under 
the  administration  of  R.  J.  Heigs,  Jr.,  is  $177,494, 
which  ie  but  a  •mall  fraction  over  two  per  canL  on 
Ibe  amoant  of  poatage  dniing  the  aama  period.*  Of 
thia  anm,  via:  $177,404,  a  part  is  due  by  late  poat- 
maaters,  whose  accoanta  are  now  in  loit — a  part  I7 
late  poatmaitcrs,  whose  accounta  baTS  been  atalad 
and  esat  oat  for  collection — and  a  lainer  proportion 
by  poeUnasten  now  in  office,  who  are  daily  making 
payments  by  depoailea  in  bank,  by  remittanoes,  and 
on  dralti  issued  by  the  Deparlmsni. 

It  wilt  also  be  seen  that  the  amoant  of  postages, 
collected  under  R.  J.  Meigs,  Jr.,  exceeds  ths  total 
amount  collected,  prerious  to  his  administration,  in 
the  sum  of  $193,3961  and  that  the  total  amount  of 
debit  balances  sccniing  under  hia  adminlalralion  is 
lea*  than  tbe  amount  of  one  qnarter's  poatage  in  the 
Bum  of  <93,C>0e. 

The  amount  of  losses  cannot  be  acenrataly  atiiled, 
but  is  ascertained  to  be  Teiy  amall,  and  ia  beliered  to 
be  lei)  than  one-tenth  of  one  per  cenL  on  the  amount 
of  poatage. 

The  iuCTeaaa  of  poet  0 
abont  two  thousand. 

The  amoant  now  in  suit  ia  stated  at  abont  one  hun- 
dred ihonsand  dollars. 

Amount  paid  by  R.  J.  Mnxs,  Jr.,  into  the  Treaaary 
of  the  United  Slataa,  •386,878  21. 

The  yaarij  amount  now  paid  for  the  transportation 
of  tbe  mail,  ia  9814,996  06. 

The  total  amount  of  adiaaeea,  or  bsUnees  dne  b^ 
contractors,  wboie  contracts  have  expired,  from  Apnl 
1,  1814,  to  January  1, 1833,  is  $4,009  96,  which  ia  less 


POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  mored  that  the  Committee  of 
Ae  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  coDstd- 
eration  of  the  bill  "fiirther  lo  regulate  the  Post 
Office  Departcnent,"  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
said  bill  was  then  taken  up  by  the  House ;  and  the 
Gret  section  thereof  being  under  consideration  in 
tbe  following  words: 

"Be  it  enadtd,  ire..  That  all  poet  roads,  on  which 
the  net  pioeeedi  of  the  postages  do  not  amoant  lo  one- 
third  part  of  the  eipensB  of  eonieying  the  mail  tbera- 
OD,  ahall,  at  the  eipirilion  of  the  present  conlricta,  be, 
and  the  isme  are  hereby,  diecontjnned,  except  it  be  a 
road  on  which  the  mail  is  usually  conveyed  from  the 


e  April  1,  1814,  t 
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8ut  of  the  GsDenl  GoTerniusnt  of  tlM  UnileJ  Sulci 
to  iha  lemt  of  BOTsrninBat  la  a  Stat«  oi  Teirilorj ;  or 
JSroiD  Ihe  ■»!  of  goremment  ia  loiiie  Sute  ot  Tern- 
locy  to  the  lekt  of  goiBrDmsiit  in  Mine  other  State  or 
Teniloty;  or  from  the  Mtt  of  (ovttanieDt  io  ■  State 
DT  Territory  to  the  wit  of  jnitice  in  the  nne  conntj 
therein ;  or  from  tb«  Mat  of  joatice  in  oat  count;  to 
tfaat  in  another." 

After  a  small  verbal  amendmeat  thereof  at  the 
sufiveslion  of  Mr.  F.  Johnbon — 

Mr.  Rhea  mored  toamead  the  same,  byezpUDg- 
ing  therefrom  the  coneladiog  words,  "or  from  the 
seat  of  justice  in  one  county  to  that  of  another;" 
which  motion  was  cegBtiTed. 

Mr.  HoBBAKii,  of  new  Tork,  moved  an  aiaend- 
ment  to  the  bill,  the  purport  of  which  was  Co  au- 
thorise the  Fostmosier  General  to  discontinue  sucii 
post  routes,  at  his  discretioD,  as  shall  not  produce 
ODe-thiid  oi  the  expense  of  conveyiag  the  mails 
thseon,  instead  of  making  tnch  discontinuaitcea 
ahs<dute  and  impcratiTe  by  the  bill. 

The  molioD  w«s  supported  by  (he  raoTer,  and 
Messrs.  Hehdbiceb  sad  Cook,  and  opposed  by 
Messn.  F.  Johnson,  Tohlinbon,  Mallaby,  Mc- 
Cot,  and  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  when  the 
question  was  taken  upon  it,  and  negaiived. 

Mr.  Ta-ylor  movea  to  amend  the  first  section, 
by  providing  for  the  disconiiauance  of  any  post 
loule,  when  the  net  proceeds  of  the  postage  di 


not  exceed  one-half  of  the  expense  of  conveying 
the  mail  thereon,  instead  of  one-third  as  reported 
In  the  tall. 


The  motion  was  auppotted  by  Messrs.  Tayldb 
and  RbeD)  of  MasoaMusetU,  and  opposed  by 
Messrs.  P.  Johnbon,  Mallaby.  Moobb,  of  Ala- 
bams,  and  Woodcock;  wh<n  the  motion  was  put, 
and  lost. 

Mr.  Bamderb  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  after  the  enaoting  claaie ;  and  the 
motion  was  sopporled  at  some  lenetb  by  the 
mover,  bni  it  was  ne^tived  by  the  Honse  by  a 
Is^  majority;  and  no  further  amendments  were 
proposed  to  that  section. 

The  third  section,  io  relation  to  the  privilege  of 
franking,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  F.  JoBNBOK  submitted  a  substitute  for  it,  in 
the  following  words : 

"That  napoatmasterebaltba  allowed,  after  the  30th 
Jnne  next,  to  &ank  any  letter,  padtaEe,or  newspaper, 
whatsoeiec.  Eich  postniister  shall  be  antitted  to  re- 
cetre  all  letlata  and  paokage*  directsd  to  him,  and  one 
diily  newspaper,  or  neiripapara  equivalent  lArrelo, 
free  &om  the  ehaige  afpoata{e.'  Provided.  Suah  (elter 
or  paekace  ■hall  not  aiceed  one  half  an  pnoce  in 
weight,  excepting  letters  and  packages  to  and  liom  the 
General  Post  Office,  and  to  and  from  other  poat  afficei, 
npon  the  bniineaa,  or  relating  to  the  concerns  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  which  di»II  go  free  of  postage 
as  heratolbre ;  Provided,  alto.  That  nothing  in  this 
section  contained  abiill  be  conilraed  to  extend  to  the 
Poatmastei  General  ot  the  Assistant  Postnaslera  0«n- 
erd." 

Mr.  Taylok  suggested  ui  amendmut  to  the 
substitute,  which  was  decided  to  be  not  in  order  at 
present. 

The  substitute  was  opposed  by  Meens.  Rbka 


Hdbbabd,  and  Hbbuck;  when  tlie  q 
put  thereon,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Rh£a  then  moved  to  strike  out  ^Ok  lAcdt 
of  the  third  saction,  as  reported  fay  the  conuoillee, 
restricting  and  tinkitin^  the  jwivil^e  of  frai^Dg 
aa  now  authorized  by  Taw,  and  foluiwed  his  mo- 
tion by  a  speech  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  PiEBsoN  was  also  in  fyvor  of  the  motioa  to 
strike  out  that  section. 

Mr.  CoNoicT  moved  to  strike  onl  (bat  pari  of 
the  section  which  excepts  from  the  privilege  of 
franking,  letters  written  by  or  to  (he  poslmasln, 
on  business  of  his  oivn,  or  if  it  ezeae^  half  ao 
ounce  iu  weight. 

The  motioa  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Wooncocs, 
HuBBASD,  and  Rhea,  and  supported  by'  Mr.  Cok- 
nicT ;  when  the  question  bviag  put  thereon,  i(  was 
n^tived. 

The  question  then  recurred  npon  Mr.  Rhea's 
motion  to  itrike  out  the  whole  section ;  which  was 
also  piit  and  lost 

Mr.  Bkroeant  mov^  so  to  uniad  the  settiaii, 
as  to  authorize  postmastras  to  frank  and  receive, 
free  of  postage,  letiera  won  iht  busiBcaa  of  tbtir 
office;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  fonrth  section  of  the  bill,  Io  prevent  post- 
masters and  contractors  for  carrying  Ine  mail,  from 
exercising  both  emplo^ovnts  at  the  lune  time, 
being  uoaer  consideration — 

Mr.  Rged,  of  Maryland,  proposed  «  pnruo,  die 
object  of  whicL  wv  to  make  an  exoeptipn  to  the 
section  in  the  ewe  of  Rock  £bUl,  in  UwjUnd, 
where  the  mail  was  conveyed  by  packets,  and  the 
coatrictor  va*  the  only  person  that  reaiwd  at  the 
landing. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  rabjeot  of  jWI- 
(ling  the  phraaeol^y  and  limitation  of  the  proviso, 
in  which  Messrs.  Reed,  of  Maryland,  Woodcocx, 
HuBBABn,  BuBTON,  BMiTH,ofMarylaitd,  Taylob, 
and  P.  Johnson,  participated,  the  mo(ion  prevail- 
ed; and,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Tod,  Clarke's  Perry, 
in  Pennsylvania,  was  added  thereto. 

Mr.  Dbhibon  moved  an  additional  proviso,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  make  the  opention  of  the 
aection  nrospeetive  only ;  which  was  agiead  to. 

The  Sfth  jKctioo  being  under  coDsidentioo— 

Ur.  WiLLiAMSOM  moved  an  amendment,  of 
which  the  object  tras,  to  maJte  it  the  duty  of  th« 
Pottmuter  General,  as  often  as  once  in  each  year, 
specially  to  require  a  seUlemait  with  each  of  the 
deputy  postmasters  in  the  United  States. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Williambon, 
and  opposed  by  Messrs.  F.  Johnson  and  Piebbon; 
when  tlie  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion 

Mr.  PtUMN  moved  to  strike  oat  "sixty"  day^ 
as  the  period  for  the  sMtlement  of  the  aocounU  of 
the  deputy  postmasters,  and  to  insert  "ninety;" 
which  was  carried. 

Hr.  Rbba  moved  to  strike  out-  (he  seotioa  alto- 
gether; which  was  put,  and  lost. 
The  sixth  section  being  under  considara lion- 
Mr.  P.  JoHtiaoN  moved  to  add  an  "s"  to  lh» 
word  "postmaster,''  so  «s  to  authorize  allawaikces 
to  more  than  one  postmaster  for  clerk  hire  and 
condngeneies.    The  motion  prevailed,  and  Mr. 
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Barub,  of  Ohioj  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"pRTJoasly,"  which,  in  the  tiil  ivporied,  tnakn  it 
HKttsttY  tbat  the  allowaoce  of  the  extra  charges 
shonld  be  previous  to  the  expeadilDie. 

The  mollon  wu  snpponed  bf  Mr.  Bariek,  of 
Ohio,  uul  opposed  by  Ueun.  F.  Johnson  and 
Bdtleb;  when  the  queslioa  wis  (akeo,  and  the 
motion  was  negatirul. 

Hr.  Cocke  moTed  to  amend  the  t«otioa,  by 
adding  a  proviso,  the  effect  of  which  was,  that  no 
ucb  «tn  allowance  should  exceed  one  thoos- 
ud  dollais. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Sanderb, 
HoiauD,  and  Rosa,  wben  Mr.  Cocke  modified 
the  nme,  so  as  to  nuke  it  £1,500  instead  of 
$1,000. 

The  motion  was  forlher  opposed  by  Mr.  F. 
JaHasoN,  when 

Hf.  BiiTLER  nwved  to  amend  tlte  amcndnient, 
byiDiking  oni  91,500,  and  by  inserting,  in  lieu 
itaci«af,  ^,000. 

This  motion  was  oppoMd  by  Mems.  Smith,  of 
Uaryland,  Hill,  A.  Shtth,  and  Colobn,  when 
Ur.  Bdti>er  withdrew  the  modification,  and  the 

SiMiioa  was  taken  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
acta,  and  negatived  by  a  laiwe  majority. 

TheKventh  seotion  beingunder  cooudeiatian — 

Ml.  UoBBARD  moTed  to  amend  the  section,  so 
■s  to  allow  "  thirty,"  iostead  of  "twenty-five"  per 
cent,  on  any  sum  received  by  the  deputy  pcsi- 
ma&ten,  not  exceedmg  one  hundred  dollars.  And 
ifieca  few  leourks  thet«os  by  Messrs.  Hobbard, 
Barber,  of  Ohio,  Pibrboh,  Mallart,  and  Pdl- 
LBi,  io  favor,  and  by  Messrs.  F.  Jobhson,  Tat- 
LOBfUd  TocKBRgOf  VirginiR,  Rgaiost  the  motion, 
ttieqaaiion  wrs  taken,  and  the  motion  prevaileo 
— <ves66. 

Mr.  A.  Bmrni  moved  to  amend  the  section,  so 
as  to  graduate  ttie  nllowauees  as  follows: 

Oa  s^  saiB  excMding  #100,  and  iMt  •xcMding 
fliOOO,  W  psr  oaM. 

Oo  uy  ion  Mu:aadiitg  91,000^  sod  not  saoMdiiig 
$1,000,  Ifi  per  mdL 

Od  my  laoi  axcMding  98,000,  8  pv  ceaU 

After  a  few  roaaiks  thereon  by  the  mover  and 
Mr.  F.  JoHMBOK,  the  question  was  pat,  and  neg- 
Uived. 

Mr.  Fuller  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section. 

A  dcbateensued  thereoD,  in  which  Messrs.  Pdl- 
LUt,  Rbbo,  of  Massaohiuetls,  and  Qoxbam,  took 
part ;  when  the  question  was  taken  and  the  mo- 
tion lost. 

lii.  PiERSON  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  i 
to  allow  on  any  sum  above  one  hundred  doUan> 
and  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  a  com' 
mission  of  twenty-five  per  cent. ;  which  was  put 
and  lost. 

Mr.  F.  Jobhsoh  moved  a  proviso,  the  purport 
•of  which  was,  that  nothing  in  the  scctiiMi  should 
■Beet  the  commissions  lo  be  allowed  to  deputy 
ptttiDMtera  on  new^pets,  magazines,  and  pam- 
phlets, and  ibr  opening  mails  in  the  night ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Ai,BXANnER  Sustb  submitted  the  foUow- 
o  be  appended  to  the  7th  section  : 


And  be  itfuriher  tnaettd.  That  wheitsMvci  than 
.1  bo  a  Tscancy  in  ths  office  »f  d^ratj  postiasaler, 
the  reeeipli  oi  the  office  (hall  b»e  excMded  one 
tboiuand  dollars  per  uinom  for  the  last  twoysar*,  the 
PostiDuter  Gnnsrsl  shsU  riport  the  het  to  the  Vnmt-  % 
ilenl  of  IbG  United  States,  oho  shall,  if  Iha  Senate  w 
not  in  eeision,  nsks  ■  temporary  ippDintneBt,  and 
•ball.  It  (be  ueil  sesiioD  of  the  Senate,  nominat*,  and, 
by  and  with  the  sdiice  and  coomiu  of  the  Senate,  Ap- 
point A  person  to  fill  the  said  office." 

In  support  of  the  amandmanl,  Mr.  Suttb  con- 
tended that  this  was  an  expedient  and  important 
Erinciple  which  he  wished  to  incorpomte  into  the 
ill ;  for  some  of  the  post  offices  were  so  lucrative 
that  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  even  of  the  Seoaie,  had  been  aradicanle  for 
ihem.  Mr.  S.  would  agree  that  the  PreaidoU  of 
the  United  Slates  may,  with  proprietj,  look  to 
this  House  for  candidates  for  foreign  missions,  for 

t'udges,  and  to  fill  the  sitoattons  of  the  heeds  of 
>epBrimeats;  but  he  thought  it  was  improper  that 
he  should  do  so,  where  pecuniary  emolument  wbs 
the  only  object  of  application.  He  thought  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  should  not  be  dmwn 
from  their  duty  in  it  lo  fill  offices  that  were  merely 
pecuniary.  He  referred  to  the  ease  some  yean 
since  from  PhilRdelphia,  in  which  the  Exeontive 
declined  aoy.idicrference  in  regard  to  a  postmas- 
ter, and  the  conaequence  was,  that  in  a  lew  days 
the  Postmaster  Qenetarwas  himself  ejected  from 
□ffiee.  He  also  advevled  to  a  recent  case  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  which  had  occasioned  great 
excitement.  He  thought  in  all  such  esses  the 
responsibility  should  rest  upon  the  Executive  and 
Senate,  and  not  upon  an  officer  who  may  thereby 
become  liable,  not  only  to  the  indirect  iDflucnco, 
but  to  the  direct  power  of  his  superior. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  wae  opposed  not  only  to  the 
principle  of  the  amendment,  but  to  the  time  and 
mBDnerof  itsintrodoction.  The  dGMt  of  it  would 
be  to  retard  the  possageof  aneccesary  and  imporlant 
bill.  Shall  the  appointment  to  an  important  of- 
tfx,  he  asked,  be  made  to  depend  npoo  the  fluctn- 

.»>;.....  ;..  :>.>  »>....;..■..  T      cik.n   :•  l^ r -j  <_  «i 


ter  Gieneral,  according  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the 
revenue  1  This,  Mr.  J.  thought,  was  peeullarlf 
improper,  and  inexpedient.  Re  was  also  adverse 
to  legiileting  with  reference  to  iodividusl  cases, 
such  as  those  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  YoiiL 
to  which  the  gentleman  had  alluded.  He  haa 
heard  no  great  complaint  on  the  subject ;  and  in 
relation  to  the  latter  case,  he  thought  it  very 
doubtful  whethm  the  President  and  Senate  would 
have  made  a  better  appointment  than  the  Post- 
master Oeneral  had  done,  or  indeed  whether  they 
would  have  vnried  at  all  from  that  appointmeBt. 

Mr.  Smyth  briefly  replied,  whan  (he  question 
was  taken  oa  the  motion  and  negatived. 

The  eighth  section,  for  increasing  the  rates  of 
postage,  being  under  conaideration, 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  SEHOBAicr, 
Mid  opposed  by  Mr.  F.  Jobnsoh,  but  before  any 
question  was  taken  thereon. 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1776 

H.  OF  R. 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


Poit  Ogtee  EttMithmeat. 


Mat,  1823. 


Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
stdeTBlioQ  of  ibe  bill  to  tlie  first  MoDday  in  De- 

The  question  being  taken  ibereoo,  it  wai  nega- 
,    tired^'yeas  48,  nays  87. 

The  motion  lo  strike  out  the  second  section  re- 
earred,  and  the  qoeslion  being  taken,  it  was  also 
nwatiTed — yeas  65,  nays  68. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNBON  then  moved  so  to  amend  that 
part  of  the  section  which  relates  to  the  increase  of 
postage  on  letters,  as  to  extend  it  only  to  such  as 
are  conveyed  over  seven  hundred  and  forty  milea. : 
The  motion  was  agreed  to.  I 

Mr.  Sanders  further  moved  lo  amend  the  sec- 
tion, by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  section 
which  proposes  an  increase  of  postages  on  news- 
papers J  which  was  also  agreed  to — yeas  70, 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  toamend  the  bill, by  strik- 
ing out  that  part  of  the  section  which  proiwses  an 
increase  of  postage  on  magazines  and  pamphlets; 
xnd  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  55,  nays  65. 

A  verbal  amendment  was  also  agreed  to  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Tuckbb,  of  Virgmia. 

Mr.  Ree0|  of  Massachusetts,  further  proposed  a 
proviso  to  limit  the  postage  on  magazines  tmd 
pamphlets,  to  one  and  an  half  cents  per  sheet, 
within  the  State;  which  was  also' negatived. 

Mr.  Caufbell,  of  Ohio,  proposed  an  additional 
section,  the  object  of  wiiicn  was,  that  when  two 
printers  were  resident  in  any  one  town,  no  mail 
contractor  should  be  allowed  to  convey  the  news- 
papers of  the  one,  and  refuse  to  carry  those  of  the 
other.    The  section  was  adopted. 

The  ninth  section,  exempting  newspapers  to 
printers,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  UHtuBEBs  moved  to  strike  oat  the  words 
that  limit  the  selection  to  six  from  one  State; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sahdkbs  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section;  but  the  motion  was  negatived,  without  a 
division. 

The  tenth  section,  for  the  punishment  of  the 
abuse  of  the  privilege  of  flanking,  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
tiou ;  but  that  motion  was  also  negatived — ayee  34. 

Mr.  Babsett  moved  to  strike  out  rhe  proviso  to 
the  tenth  section,  providing  penalties  for  violating 
the  law  respecting  franking,  which  exempts  the 
members  of^Conin'ess  from  the  penalties  prescribed 
by  ibe  section.  The  question  being  taken  thereon, 
it  was  negatived — ayes  42,  noes  75. 

Mr.  ToMLiNBON  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
section  as  amended,  and  after  a  few  remarks  on 
the  ouestion  by  Messrs.  Tomlihson,  F.  Johnson, 
and  Rhea,  it  was  put  and  carried. 

Mr.  Samoers  sunmitted  the  following  as  an  ad- 
ditional section : 

Aad  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  the  ictUenient 
of  tba  Pont  Office  accounts,  the  Uonplrollet  of  the 
TnMUlj  sbatl  ailoVT  the  ■nm  aipruinl  in  Iha  saveral 
eoDlracti ;  and  if,  from  snj  cause,  an;  contraett  shall 
b«  changed,  no  larger  mm  ihsll  be  alloired  than  the 
amount  sipreHcd  in  the  first  contrsct,  until  a  second 
contract  shall  b«  entered  into  i  and  it  (hall  baths  do  tj 


of  the  Conplrdler  lo  deliTcr  o*er  tu  the  Anditoe, 
nhosa  duly  it  ii  to  pass  on  the  Poat  Office  acconnta, 
ths  duplicalei  of  all  such  accouDts  as  may  be  lodged 
nith  him  for  settlement. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  oiiposed  by  Messrs.  F.  JoHiiaoN,  Cook,  Bab- 
BER  of  Ohio,  and  Toulin&oh  ;  when  the  question 
was  taken,  and  the  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RocBEBTBB  moved  a  reconsideratioD  of  the 
vote,  by  which  the  Houkb  refused  to  strike  ontthe 
ninth  section,  limiting  the  reception  of  newspa- 
pers by  printers  free  of  postage  to  fifty  in  the 

i  The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Rocbes- 
I  TEB,  BocHAHAN,  and  Rbea,  and  opposed  by  Mi. 

Mr.  F.  Johnson  expressed  his  acquiescence  (as 
the  section  had  been  amended)  in  the  uo6on  to 
reconsider ;  and,  the  question  being  token,  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ayea  69,  noes  34. 

The  question  of  striking  out  that  section  was 
then  taken  and  carried — ayes  70. 

Mr.  Butler  moved  an  amendment  to  the  sec- 
ond section,  ihepurportof  which  was  to  place  the 
responsibility  of  maKing  (he  contracts  in  the  sev- 
eral States  on  the  Postmaster  General  exclosivdv, 
instead  of  allowing  persons  in  the  States  to  decide 
the  question  of  who  is  entitled  to  the  contracts, 
subject  to  the  approbation  only  of  the  Poatmaster 

The  motion  was  supported  bv  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  F.  Jobnbon,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
second  section,  and  he  supported  the  motion  in  a 
speech  of  considerable  length;  hut,  before  the 
question  was  taken  thereon — 

Mr.  Cook  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  that 
clause  of  the  section  which  provides  that  the  per- 
sons in  the  several  States,  under  the  instructions 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  who  shall  "determine 
upon  the  person  or  persons  who  may  be  entitled  to 
the  contracts  for  each  route  or  routes,"  with  the 
view  of  proposing  a  further  amendment  ibatshould 
render  the  contract  incomplete  until  it  bad  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  F.  Johh80n;  and,  being  put,  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  Rhea's  motion  lo  strike  out  the  whole  sec- 
tion was  then  put  and  lost,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  and  then 
the  House  adjourned. 

Thubsoat,  May  2. 

On  moiionof  Mr.  Blackledqe,  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House,  to  which  is  committed  the 
bill  fiiine  the  compensation  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Public  Buildings,  were  discharged,  and  the 
bill  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whol» 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Metcalfe  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  conmiitted 
the  bill  of  this  House  to  regulate  the  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  United  Slates 
and  territories  thereof,  as  also  the  bill  of  the  Sea- 
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tie  to  abolish  tbe  United  Suips'  trading  esiab- 
lisbment  with  the  Indian  tiibes,  be  discharged 
from  the  cougideratioD  therraf ;  and,  the  question 
thereon  bping  lakeD,  it  passed  in  the  affirmatire, 
■ad  the  said  Bills  were  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  Hoase  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  Speaeeb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Board  of  Health,  of  the  Citf  of  Wash- 
ijigton,  signed  by  Henry  Hunll,  their  Fresiiteat, 
representiDg  the  pernicious  effects  arising  from 
the  stagnant  waters  an  tbe  low  grounds  west  of 
the  Capitol,  and  bordering  on  the  waters  of  Tiber 
awk,  which  grounds  are  the  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted Btatn,  and  aikinff  of  Congress  the  adoption 
of  such  mea^nres  as  shall  be  carcnlated  to  remore 
the  same;  which  letter  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
times  of  holding  the  District  Courts  in  the  District 
of  New  Jersey,  was  read  twice,  and  sabseqaently 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  further  dis- 
posal of  the  public  lands  in  Mississippi,  was  read 
a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  "further  to  regtilate  the  Post 
Office  Department,"  was  read  a  third  time,  when 
Mr.  H.  Nelson  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  thereupon  ordered,  and  tbe  bill  wan 
passed — yeas  91,  navs  56. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  extend  tbe  charier  of  the 
Mecbanics'  Bank  in  Alexandria,  was  read  a  third 
lime,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  tbe  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit:  An  act  vesting  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania the  right  of  the  United  States  to  all  fines, 
assessed  for  the  nou-perforioance  of  militia  duty, 
daring  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  An  act 
to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  r^ulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  tbe  Indian  tribes,  and 
to  pmerre  peace  on  tbe  frontiers,"  approved  30lh 
March,  ISOS;  and  An  act  in  addition  to  the  "act 


Mr.  Williams  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  Committee  of  Claims  be  discharged  from  the 
further  coniideration  of  all  reports  and  other  mat- 
teta  before  them;  which  was  agreed  to. 


Raohedibvlhe  Senate  and  Hoiue  e/ R^raenlalivt* 
of  the  Uniloi  Statu  of  America  in  Coagrat  aaiem- 
iUd,  two-thirdt  of  both  Hau*u  eonearring,  Thst  Ihe 
following  article  ba  proposed  to  the  Legiilslurei  of  the 
seieral  Sulei  ai  an  allien dment  la  Ihe  ConilitutioD 
of  the  Uaiud  Suiet— «hicb,  when  ratified  bj  lb< 
LegislBtare*  of  three-fooilha  of  the  aeveral  Stitei, 
shall  be  Tslid  to  all  intents  and  purpoaei,  a*  part  of 
the  Constilnlion,  viz : 

The  cODpenaalion  of  the  President  of  tba  United 
Statea,  of  the  Vice  President,  and  the  members  of  the 
Benate  inil  House  of  ReprMentBtivei,  (hall  be  fixed 
b;  law  at  tbe  first  mmIoq  of  every  Oongresa  electad 
ncit  bRst  the  Repreaentaliies  shall  bs  apportioned 
amoiiK  the  aeveral  Stales,  according  to  a  new  censui, 
aken  puranani  to  the  Constitation,  and  ihall  not  be 


increased  or  altered  for  the  lerm  of  ten  jeara,  nor  un- 
til after  the  cenios  and  apportiouinent  urxt  succeed- 
ing ;  but  no  increaie  or  allrralion  of  auch  eompeosa- 
tion  aball  take  effect  till  after  the  term  ihall  hare  ex- 
pired for  wbich  ibe  persona  holding  tbe  offices  or 
■lationa  aforesaid  at  the  time  at  such  inciCBae  or  al- 
teration, ahatl  have  bean  reapecliTel;  elected. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WniGHT  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
consider  the  hill  in  relation  to  the  taking  up  of 
fufiuve  slaves,  &«. ;  hut  the  House  refusetfto  con- 
sider the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mi.  Kent,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  Me- 
chanics' Bank  of  Alexandria,  and  the  same  being 
taken  np  by  the  Hotise,  it  was,  without  debate, 
ordered  to  tic  engrrosied  for  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.  Jobhson,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post 
roads,  and  to  discontinue  others;  and,  tbe  same 
being  before  the  House,  was  taken  up  by  sections 
for  amendment. 

t  usual  on  this  hill,  which  annually  comes 
before  the  House,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  de- 
bate on  the  various  propositions  lo  amend  it 

which,  however  interesting  to  post  office  neigh- 
borhoods, is  not  of  sufficient  general  interest  to  be 
reported. 

The  following  Message  was  received  froib  the 
PREeiuENT  OF  THE  Unitbo  States  : 
To  the  Houteof  Rtprt*entaiitiei(ifihe  United  State*: 

In  the  Mcaiige  to  both  Uouaes  of  Congraai  at  tbs 
commeneemenl  of  their  prearnt  leatioa,  it  iraa  men- 
tioned that  the  GoTernmeat  of  Norway  bad  iaiued  an 
ardiaance  fbr  admitting  tbe  Teasels  of  lbs  United 
States  and  their  cargoei  into  Ihe  ports  of  that  Kng- 
doDi  upon  the  payment  of  no  other  or  higher  dotiea 
than  are  paid  bj  rioiwegian  veoela,  of  nhalever  ar- . 
tides  the  said  cargoes  nay  consiat,  and  from  whatever 
■orta  the  veassla  laden  with  them  may  come. 

Id  CMnmnnicating  this  ordinance  lo  the  Oovem- 
nant  of  tha  Unilcd  Stau^  that  of  Norway  has  ra- 
queated  the  benefit  of  a  ainiilar  and  redprocil  provtsiaD 
lor  the  veaaels  of  Norway  and  tbeir  cargoea,  which 

f  enter  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 
bii  proTisioo  being  within  the  competency  only 
of  the  legialativa  authaiitj  of  Congreaa,  I  cammnni- 
cata  lo  them,  berenilh,  copiea  of  the  eommunicalion* 
receiied  from  the  Norwegian  Government  in  ralatioa 
to  ihe  subject,  and  recommend  the  aame  to  ^eir  con- 
sideration. JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsaiasToii,  May  I,  1833. 

The  Messa^  with  the  accom;»i]yiDg  doca- 

ents,  were  r^erted  to  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

REPORTS  OP  DEBATES  IN  CONORESS. 

Mr.  Warreld  delivered  in  the  following  re- 

Tbe  commitlee  lo  whom  was  referred  the  resolution 
inatructing  them  to  report  Ihe  beatmode,  in  their  opin- 
ion, ofgiiing  to  tbe  publica  full  and  correct  stateioBnt 
of  the  debates  and  proceedinga  of  ihii  Home,  report : 
That  they  have  taken  Ihe  same  into  consideration,  and 
of  opinion  that  tbe  Oovamment   of  the  United 
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BUtei  being  ■  Goiemmeot  whidi  «M«DtiiJlj  dapsad* 
Dpon  pnbJic  opiaion,  it  ii  a  coD*idct«tion  of  Ihe  Gnt 
imporlaDce  ibat  the  courae  punaed  by  Ihe  imioediala 
Repi«*cnUti*aa  of  the'  people  in  CoDgreai  ahould  be 
imparlUlly  preacDteil  lo  the  public  liew.  Whethei  it 
niU  be  practicable  lo  gi>e  a  miaata  account  of  ibe  de- 
bates Blul  pioceedinga  of  Congnu  on  all  the  «ariou» 
subjeeta  that  maj  aiiac,  jour  commiltea  will  not  un- 
dertake to  decide.  But  tliey  eonaidar  ■  rigid  adhercDC* 
to  fiut  in  wkalAVM  la  puUiabed  of  die  proceedinga  of 
Congreaa  m  tttdiqianadda ;  that  whenever  a  p«rt  of  a 
delait*  k  poUiabed,  the  arhole  aboDld  be  pubUabad,  h 
well  the  erruiBenta  on  the  one  aide  of  the  quastion  a* 
Iha  argaBMUt*  on  the  other  aide,  and  the  proceediaga 
faithfolty  giTM  to  Ilia  paUic.     Tear  —     -•^-- 

ibre  subout  the  following  rcsohition 

^MO^ed,  That  the  Speaker  b«  ra, 
dnring  lh«  apptoaehing  receaa  of  Congteaa,  prapoaak 
for  reporting  and  nnHiahing  from  day  t«  day  •  correct 
•eeonnt  of  the  debalea  and  proceedinge  of  the  Honae 
of  RepreaentatifM,  and  lo  anbinit  the  aame  ta  the  con- 
aideratioQ  of  th«  Hoom  at  the  CMnmenceiBent  of  the 
next  leaaion- 

Mr.  Little  moved  to  lay  the  lesolotion  on  the 
Uble_Tbe  motion  was  Degalived. 

The  question  being  then  slated  on  aftceing  to 
the  report — 

Mr.  Little  said  he  was  aTene  to  any  meatute, 
not  indispensable,  which  necessarity  involved  any 
OoDsiderable  expense  to  the  Government.  Sach, 
be  conceived,  would  be  the  effect  of  adopting  ijus 
rewlution.  What,  he  aiked,  wonld  be  the  ex- 
pense which  a  res<»t  to  the  meaMire  proposed  by 
this  reaolntioD  would  involve  1  We  had  a  nia- 
{^e,  the  other  day^  said  be,  of  a  report  of  one  day's 
proceedines  in  this  Hous^  and  that  not  a  full  re- 
port, whicn  may  give  an  idea  of  the  extent  which 
must  be  given  to  reports  of  our  proceedings,  if 
every  thing  is  to  be  reported.  Mr.  L.  said  he  wi 
disposed,  for  his  part,  to  leave  this  matter  aa 
now  slandfi — that  those  who  are  admitted  to  tea 
ia  this  Houae  shall  go  on  and  take  auch  parts  of 
the  proceeditua  as  mar  be  acceptable  to  the  p(d>- 
lic.  It  wa*  known,  that  in  ease  of  ling  aiEQ- 
neata  on  any  question  before  tlie  Home,  gsntl«- 
men  soaetimea  prepare  their  speechaa  for  ptibliea- 
tion-  If  they  cboae  to  do  so,  tbey  had  a  right  to 
do  it,  and  they  will  always  find  access  to  the  press, 
without  reference  to  the  wishes  of  this  House  upon 
the  subject  Mr.  L.  said  he  did  not  believe  that 
the  country  would  be  disposed  to  go  to  the  expense 
of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  dollars  p 
the  publication  of  the  debates  at  Urge.  .  _ 
efit,  certainly,  would  arise  from  it,  and  it  irould 
be  a  waste  of  the  public  money ;  and,  Mr.  L.  said, 
he  was  not  disposed  to  lend  his  name  to  a  resolu- 
tion which  would  at  least  ^ive  to  the  Speaker  con- 
siderable tronble  in  inviting  and  receiving  pro- 
posals, and  to  the  House  trouble  in  considering 
them.  Mr.  L.  then  moved  to  postpone  the  report 
to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Wabfielo  hoped  the  coosideralioo  of  the 
T^wrt  would  not  be  postponed.  As  to  the  idea 
that  the  proposed  publication  of  debater  would  be 
expensive,  it  wa*  certain  that  the  committee  had 
no  such  idea  in  contemplation-  A  waste  of  pub- 
lic money !  did  the  gentleman  say  1 


[The  Sfuber  here  remarked,  that  ihe  qootioi 
jf  postponement  did  not  admit  of  d^ie  on  tie 
merits  of  the  report.j 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  apiin  moved  to  Ur 
the  report  on  the  table. 

And  the  reporl  was  tben  ordered  tolieoatbr 
Ubie— ayes  71. 

HILITART  APPROPRIATION  BILL 
Mr.  Habdin  propoaed  that  the  House  pioctd 
a  the  consideration  of  the  Gompenaaiion  bill— 
ut,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  ol  Maryland,  ikt 


was  again  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  aoiendmenls  of  the  CommiUee  of  tk 
Whole  were  concurred  in  by  a  general  vole,  tab- 
ject  to  specific  exception*  that  woe  named. 

Mr.  Cocke  proposed  lo  disagree  to  the  epptD- 
piiation  of  tM>,000  for  Fort  Calhoun;  and  be 
stated  a  variety  of  eonaidmiions  ia  sunmnoftkt 
propositian. 

The  question  of  aorenng  to  the  report  of  tte 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  then  put,  sadcu- 
ried— ayes  69. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  |iropaaed  to  add  n 
the  appcopriatioiH  foi  the  Indian  dc^artouat,  fsi 
the  pay  of  Bul>-af;ents,  the  aum  of  99,538. 

Mr.  Vance  said  the  sum  propoaed  wis  noI  aS.' 


propoB<ed 

providi 

The  appropriation  was  agreed    _ 

Mr.  Shitii,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amcad  ibe 
aj^iropiiation  for  the  coniingeneie*  of  the  [adisi 


o  pay  for  so  many  lub-ageau  as  the  law 
ovided  for,  and  he  moved  the  sam  of  fll,338, 


Mr.  Vamce  propoaed  to  make  this  diabaneoMiu 
of  coatingeocie*  as  specific  as  we  can-  He,  (bm- 
fore,  moved  the  sum  of  914,992  for  interpieto^ 

Mr.  Vance  fio^y  expressed  his  acqetcsentt 
in  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Bmitb,  of  Maiylioil, 
and  after  further  remarks  by  Mr.  Flotd,  Mi. 
Vahoe,  and  Mr.  J.  8.  Johhbtor,  the  qotaboa 
was  put,  and  the  propositioD  of  Mr.  Smitb  m 
agieed  to,  and  the  amendment,  as  amended,  wit 
adopted-      * 

Mr.  PATTEBaon  excwted  to  an  agteeoient  viii 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the  appropristin 
of  about  819)000  for  the  payment  of  the  Mwasd 
incurred  by  court  marlials  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  A  very  spirited  debate  ensued,  in  whicli 
the  disagreement  was  advocated  br  Mr.  Pirro- 
BOH  and  Mr.  McCoy,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  CaK- 
BBELEHo,  Mr.  RocaESTEB,  Mr.  Walwortb,  Mi. 
BuiTB,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Colobn,  whec,  od 
motion  of  Mr.  Pi  txehbon,  the  question  was  t»tM 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affinasiiri 
— yeas  134,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

Yxii—Measrs.  Alexander,  .\rcher,  BaUwio.Bill. 
Barber  of  Connecticut,  Baifaer  of  Ohio,  BarstAw.  B<I' 
lies,  Blackledge,  BIsir,  Borlsnd,  Biowb,  BnchiBii. 
Burton,  Camhreleng,  Campbell  of  N.  York,  Camplid 
of  Ohio,  Cannon,  C«aMdy,Chainbera,Colden.  CotdM 
Conkling,  Conner,  Cook,  Crafta,  Cindttp,  Cndiaiu. 
Cuthbert,  Dana,  Dariington,  Deaiaoa,  Eddy,  £d««i^ 
of  Con-,  Edwards  of  PeansylvMiia,  £dwarda  of  Noitb 
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CuoUiM,  EwtiB,  FarrsUy,  FindUy,  Fallcr,  Qabbitn), 
Out,  Gofbam,  Giom^  HaU,  Bmwka,  Hill,  Hobart, 
Holoombe,  Huhbwd,  Jaeluon.  F.  Johiuon,  J.  T.  Joho- 
lOD,  J,  S.  Joboatoii,  Joan  of  Virsiaii,  Joaei  of  Tsn- 
Dcnae,  Eeat,  Et^M,  Kirkland,  LaA*icb,  Lincoln, 
Liule,  LoaK,  UeCartj  McDnffie,  HcLbds,  McNeill, 
lilcSheny,  MaUary,  MaUaek,  MalUwIu,  Mercei,  Uit- 
caUs,  HilDDT,  Hilehctlof  Pann.,  Mitcliall  of  SoBtti 
Carolina,  Ha«ra  of  PcniUTlHiiia,  Moore  of  Alabama, 
Maigas,  If  nnrajr,  Nealc,  Nel^n  of  ViigkDia,  Nenton, 
FatUnon  of  Peiuujl*aiiia,  Phillip*,  Pienoo,  Pitoti' 
er,  Plomcr  of  Naw  Uampahira,  Pjumer  of  Peooaji- 
TBiiia,  PoiiiMtl,  Kankia,  Reed  of  MarjUnd,  Reid  of 
Georgia,  Rbea,  Risb,  Rocbeatar,  Rggen,  Rugglai, 
Saaa,  Rauall,  Sandern,  Sergeant,  8.  Bmilb,  Arthui 
Smith,  W.  Smith,  A.  Smjtb,  St«iliag  of  ConnecticDt, 
Sterfing  of  Nat*  York,  SMnait,  Btaildaiil,  Ssran, 
SweariiiKaa,  Tatnall,  Tajlor,  Thompaon,  Tod,  Tom- 
lioaoD,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tucker  of  Tirgioia,  Upham,  Vance,  Van  Wjck,  Wal- 
woith,  WuGeld,  Wbippta,  Williamaoo,  Wilioo, 
Wood,  Woodcock,  Wno^o,  lod  WDrm»n. 

NAia — Meian.  Basaelt,  Butler,  Cocke,  Diokinion, 
Floyd,  Gilmer,  McCoj,  Hataon,  Moore  of  Virgioit, 
Nebon  of  MaHacbaaeita,  NaUon  of  Marjlatid,  P»t- 
teraon  of  New  York,  Williame  of  North  Caroliaa, 
WiUianu  of  Virginia,  and  Wright 

Ml.  Rbba  moved  to  fuaead  the  proposed  ap- 
proptiatioQ  for  an  iademaity  to  tlie  Sttte  of  Gteor- 
gia,  bj  ft  piovisJOD  to  include  also  the  State  of 
Tenneasee,  but  the  motioa  was  negatived. 

Mr.  CocEE  moved  to  sifiJte  out  (he  appropria- 
lioii  for  Foil  CalhouD,  (it  being  now  in  ordra,  as 
aa  affiimalire  proposition,) aodhe anin  adveited 
to  tbe  conaideiatioiis  that  should  influence  a  deci- 
sion npwiit. 

Hr.  BirT[.aB  waaia  favor  of  the  motion,  because 
it  would  pperate  as  a  suspension,  though  not  a  de- 
cisjon  upon  the  contract,  &nd  the  public  would  not 
attfibr  by  the  delay. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  further  supported 
bvMessrs.  CAHFBELLofOhio,  MalIiAry,  Fuller, 
F.  Jones,  Cock£,  and  Cdthbert,  and  opposed 
by  Mesir^  BAseBTT,  McDurric,  Fabi(£Li.v,  A. 
Shtts,  and  Baldwin  ;  but  tx  six  o'clock,  and 

adj^ 


Pbibv 


,  Mays 


The  House  resolred  itself  into  a  Commiuee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  Indian  annuities;  and  the  various  blanks 
therein  haviiu  been  filled,  as  recommended  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  Commiiiee 
rose  and  lepotied  the  same  as  amended,  which 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and  (he  bill  was 
oideied  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  to  abolish  the  United  Slates  trading 
establishment  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

An  explanation  of  the  bill  was  made  by  Mr. 
Metcalfe,  and  the  same  having  been  gone  through 
with,  by  sections,  without  amendment,  the  Com- 
mittee rase  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House, 
and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 


The  Compensation  bill  was  t|ien  called  upj 
jid,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanders,  it  was  ordered 
0  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  a  division,  by  a 


disbursement  of  public  money.  The  bill  harictf 
been  read,  and  the  first  section,  prohibiting  all  ad- 
vances of  public  inoney,  being  under  considerk' 

Mr.  Baldwin  moved  an  amendment,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  to  except  Ijom  the  operation 
of  the  section  the  Commissary  Qeneial  of  Pur- 
chases ;  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  Bald- 
win, CocEB,  and  Babbbtt,  the  Committee  rose 
and  reported  that  they  had  made  some  progress, 
bnt  had  come  to  no  determination  thereon. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  "An  act 
'  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  acts  of  the 
'  State  of  South  Carolina,  aulnorizing  ^e  eiiy  of 
'  Charleston  lo  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the 
'  tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  potts,  and  to 
'  acts  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  authorizing  the 
'  imposition  and  collection  of  a  duty  on  the  Ion- 
'  nage  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Savannah  and 
'  St.  Mary'sj"  and,  after  a  brief  consideration 
thereof,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  same 
to  the  House,  where  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  vi; :  "An  act  for  the  disposition  of  certain 

rcial  bank  deposites;"  and  "An  act  to  relieve 
people  of  Florida  from  the  operation  of  cer- 
tain ordinances ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  c;ou>- 
currence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Woodcock  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  certain  cer- 
tificates, but  the  House  negatived  the  motion. 

Mr.  Sibley  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  ^e  bill  for  the  esublishment  of  an  addi- 
tional land  office  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
The  motion  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Siblby  and 
Mr.  Rankin,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Vahce  ;  and 
the  question  beii^  taken,  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbbbtdent  or  tbe  United  States  r 
To  tht  Hottte  of  S^ruenlatina  of  the  Uniltd  Stale*.- 

I  herewith  tnosoiit  to  Coogresa  copies  of  lattan 
received  at  the  Depariment  of  State  from  the  Mloiater 
of  Great  Britain,  on  the  ■ubjeet  of  the  duties  discrin- 
inatiiig  batweea  imported,  rolled,  and  hammered  iron. 

I  lecommcnd  them  particularly  to  the  c«aiideration 
of  Congreat,  bcliaring  that,  although  there  may  be 
ground  br  controversy  with  regard  to  the  appliestian 
of  the  eogagementa  of  the  treaty  to  the  caaa,  yet  a 
libeiil  conitruction  of  those  eagagemenia  would  be 
compatible  at  once  with  a  roncilislary  and  a  iadkioDs 
poli«.  JAMES  MONROE. 

WuHinsioir,  Jfay  1,  1832. 
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The  Message,  with  the  arcoin)nnyiiiK  ^ocu- 
menls,  was  raetnd  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  aod  ordered  to  be  priaCed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate,  traDsrerrin^  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  the  ti^ht  of  the  United  States  to 
the  proceeds  of  the  militia  fines  incurred  during 
the  late  war  within  said  State,  was  twice  read ; 
and,  after  adopting  an  ameQdmeni  proposed  by 
Mr.  Seboe«nt  as  an  additional  section,  Mr.  Col- 
den  mored  to  insert  the  words  "New  York,"  so 
as  to  extend  the  provision  to  that  State.  But, 
after  some  conremtion  upon  the  subject,  Mr.  Col- 
D^  withdrew  his  motion.  And,  after  some  fur- 
ther discnssion,  in  which  Mr.  SEaoEiMT,  Mr. 
McCoT,  and  Mr.  Harrison,  took  part,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  ft  third  readinv, 
and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  "to 
regulste  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserTe  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  was 
tead  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Aflairs. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  in  addition  to  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  trade  and  nariga- 
tion,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

The  en^ossed  bill  to  establish  certain  roads  and 
to  discontinue  others  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  PoiNfiCTT,  from  the  joint  Library  Commit- 
tee, reported  unfavorably  upon  the  petition  of  John 
Melish,  asking  for  encourasement  in  making  a 
chert  of  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers;  which 
was  con  purred  in. 

Mr.  PoiNBGTT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported unfavorably  uddd  the  proposition  to  pur- 
chase, for  the  use  of  Congress,  a  number  of  copies 
of  Seybert's  Statistics ;  which  report  was  concur- 
red in. 

DEPAHTMENT  OF  STATE. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  Committee  oit  the  Expen- 
ditures in  the  Department  of  Slate,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report  thereon : 

The  coromiltee  on  so  mach  of  ths  public  aocDODti 
and  sipcndimresKsraUtei  tolhe  DepaitmeDt  ofStala, 

That  the  DiBDner  in  which  thi  moneja  appropriated 
to  Iha  Drpariment  of  State,  or  made  aabjeet  to  the 
coDLral  of  ihe  Stenttij,  are  dmirn  aod  eipeadad,  will 
be  seen  by  a  cammnnication  made  to  the  commitlee 
by  the  Beovlaijr,  and  which  is  annexed  la  thi>  rsport. 

It  toil!  be  Men  by  the  eatimate  of  the  Savrctarj  of 
Ihe  Traaiuij,  that  moat  at  the  aiipropriatlani  made  to 
this  Department  for  the  year  1S31,  irbich  hate  been 
drawn  anJ  expended,  are  apeciSc  in  Ibeir  nature  and 
amonnt.  The  cooimittee  ttaererore  hare  directed  tbeir 
attention  priocipall;  to  an  exBDiinalJon  of  Ihe  ■ccimat* 
of  the  eipenditam  of  the  contingent  appropriation! 
for  the  ;eai  paal,  aa  far  at  ihej  deemed  it  neeeaairy, 
and  tba  lame  was  practicable. 

None  of  ihe  appropriations  for  the  contingent  ex- 

Kiacs  of  foreign  iDleicoam,  inlercoorae  with  the 
rbary  Powert,  and  for  the  relief  of  aeamen,  made 
at  ihe  lait  ■eaaion  of  Congresa,  ha<e  been  drawn  or 
expended.  Tbe  biJaneei  of  former  appropriationa 
have  been  mare  than  auffieient  for  their  eipenaet. 


Of  the  contingent  eipenaaeofoDr  Ministers  abroad, 
entire  returni  have  only  been  reenved  Erora  ihe  Hin- 
iitai  at  London.  1'he  contingent  eipenara  of  dkat 
mission  for  the  year  past,  amonnled  to  tbe  anm  of 
nine  handred  forly-four  dollara  and  aUtj-one  cents; 
tbe  objects  of  aipendilDra  are  luch  ai  are  incideat  to 
tbe  office,  and  are  ineonaidarable  in  number  and 
amonnt.  The  acconnts  are  legutarly  kept,  and  eerti- 
fi«d  by  the  Secretary  of  Legation,  and  the  Committee 
were  informed  at  the  Treasury,  that  tbe  acconnts  of 
all  the  Ministers  of  the  United  Stataa  are  roqnired  to 
be  kept  and  certified  in  the  same  manner. 

The  moneya  appropcialed  far  the  relief  of  dis- 
treaaed  American  laamen  in  foreign  conntriea,  aie  ex- 
pended by  tba  American  coninla,  and  the  acconnli  are 
regularly  enured,  receipts  ira  taken  and  witnew ei. 
and  the  whole  uriiGed  bj  the  consul. 

Tbe  expenditure  of  the  moneys  appropriated  far  the 
contingent  expenies  of  the  Department,  U  confided  to 
one  of  the  deriis  of  tbe  Department.  Tliaae  conlin- 
gencea  embrace  the  adverliiing,  printing,  and  dittri- 
buUon  of  Ihe  laws  of  the  United  State*;  books  and 
map!  for  the  use  of  the  Department ;  newipaperi  for 
oar  Hiniitera  in  foreign  countries;  the  translation  ^ 
foreign  languagea ;  slaliooery,  printing,  and  nccea- 
■ariei  for  ihal  office,  and  for  tbe  Patent  Office. 

The  cuinmittee  bs*e  examined  Iho  account!  of  Ihaae 
cxpenditnrea,  dec,  Ac,  with  the  Tonchers  for  the  aaid 
accoonta,  a*  far  aa  they  Judged  neeeaaary. 

The  objcetaoreipenditDre  appear  to  be  anck  ■■  are 
neceataryto  the  execution  of  tbe  dattea  of  tlw  Depart- 
nant,  and  muet  the^efbie  be  anihoriied  bylaw.  The 
axpeudiluie  ii  witbin  ihe  appropriation,  aad  is  sop- 
ported  by  anffidanl  voocbeia.  The  accounts  are  trga- 
larly  kept;  the  ozpendilures  appear  to  be  made  with 
fidelity  and  economy,  and  Ihe  commiltee  are  oaalde 
to  anggeil  any  subject  of  ratranofanent  eomp»tiue 
with  the  public  aervice. 

The  lepon  was  read ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
ToHLiHBON,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  od  ^  uUe. 

JOHN  HITCUELL. 

Mr.  Seboeant  from  the  Comniittee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell, 
whicn  was  twice  read.  Mr.  S.  moved,  owing  to 
the  lateness  of  the  session,  that  the  bill  be  now  or- 
dered for  a  third  reading. 

On  this  subject  a  short  debate  took  place,  in  tbe 
course  of  which  the  bill  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Sergeant  and  Mr.  BtTRTOH,  and  opposed  by  Mt- 
Cocke  and  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland. 

The  case  of  Mr.  Mitchell  was  stated  to  be  one 
of  peculiar  hardship;  that  be  is  now  upwards  of 
seventy  years  of  age,  agd  has  been,  in  various  sta- 
tions, a  faithful  public  servant ;  that,  whilst  agent 
far  prisoners  uf  war  at  Halifax,  during  the  late 
war,  a  bill  drawn  by  him  upon  the  Governmeiit 
was  charged  to  him,  but.  owing  lo  Ihe  failure  of 
the  merchant  who  bougnt  it,  was  never  realized, 
and  in  consequence  Mr.  Mitchell  stands  charged 
for  moneys  he  never  received.  Mr.  M.  now  a 
clerk  in  an  office  here,  and  without  other  mevns 
of  support,  asks  that  an  exception  be  made  in  hti 
favor,  for  the  ))resenl.  against  the  general  provision 
of  the  appropriation  law,  which  allows  no  person 
lo  draw  money  for  salary  as  a  public  officer,  who 
stands  charged  as  a  debtor  on  Ihe  bobks  of  the 
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Treasury.  This,  it  was  arffued,  i:  would  be  no 
more  Iban  just  to  allow  in  [He  present  case. 

On  tbe  otber  hand  it  was  araued,  that  the  case 
of  Mr.  Mitchell  would  be  embraced  by  the  bill, 

IT  depending,  which  provides  for  the  settlement, 
inciple!)  of  equity,  of  all  accounts  arising  out 
'  ite  war.  Under  this  provision,  admitline 
statement  to  be  entirely  correct,  Mi.  M. 
would  be  soon  able  to  liquidate  the  cbaige  against 
him,  which  was  all,  it  was  contended,  that  he 
could  reasonably  desire.  The  prorision  of  the 
mjproprialion  bill,  against  which  he  appeals  to 
Congress,  was  viewed  as  one  which  was  of  much 
impotlaoce,  and  ought  to  be  considered  tbe  settled 
poiicf  of  tbe  GorernmeDt,  not  to  be  relaxed,  or  to 
oe  aUowed  to  be  subject  to  exceptions,  but  in  all 
cases  to  be  rigorously  enforced,  &.c. 

Fiaally,  on  motiou  of  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio, 
the  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table — yeas 
64,  nays  f4. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  tbe  bill,  making  certain  appiopriatioos  for  the 
military  service,  the  question  recurred  upoa  the 
motioa  of  Mr.  Cocke,  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion of  Gfty  thousand  dollars  for  Fort  Calhoun. 

Mr.  Golden,  aller  a  few  remarks  to  show  the 
necessity  of  acting  oo  the  bill  without  further  de- 
bate, called  for  the  previous  question. 

The  call  was'  sustained  by  the  House — ayes  73, 

The  previous  question  was  then  put — "  Shalt 
the  main  question  now  be  put  T'  and  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  effect  of  (his  decision  being  to  set  aside  all 
motions  to  aiaend — 

The  main  question  was  suted,  yiz :  "  Shall  (he 
bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  7" 

Some  questions  having  been  proposed  to  the 
Speaker  as  Eo  the  effect  of  the  decision  that  had 
been  made  by  the  House,  and  some  gentlemen 
leeminK  to  have  misunderstood  its  bearing — 

Mr.  Hendhicicb,  who  had  voted  in  (be  affirma- 
lire,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  (he  vole  for  taking 


w*rda  of  Connscticut,  Ednardi  of  Penn^lvaoii,  Far- 
relly,  Findliy,  Fuller,  Gcbbird.  Gi]m«r,  0»t,  Qorham, 
GroH.  HbII,  Hardin,  Hirvey,  HenJrick*.  Herrick, 
HilJ.  Hobait, '  Huteombc,  Hooka,  Hubbard,  Jackaon, 
J.  T.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnaon,  Jonei  of  Vireinii, 
Jonei  of  Tenueaaep,  Kent,  Lithrap,  Leftwich,  Litch' 
Etld,  LitiiB,  McCartj,  McCoy,  McDuSe,  McLane, 
McNeill,  Mceherry,  MiUon,  Mattacki,  Mercer,  Mil- 
noT,Mit^ellorPa.,  Montgomery,  Moore  of  Pa.,  Moore 
of  Virginia.  Moote  of  Ata.,  Morgan,  Hnrray,  Neale, 
Nelwn  of  Mtuachoietti,  Netaon  of  Maryland,  Nal- 
(on  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Overatreet,  Paltertoo  of 
Now  York,  Patteraou  of  Pennsylvania,  PhiUipa,  Piet- 
aoD,  Pitcher,  Plumei  of  New  Hampahire,  Plumer  of 
Peuniylvania,  Poinsett,  Rankin,  Beed  of  Maaaachu- 
I.  Reed  of  Maryland,  Rbea,  Rich,  Racb  eater,  Rogera, 
I,  Sanders,  lawyer,  Bergeant,  8.  Smith,  Arthur 
Smith,  W.  Smith,  Alexander  Smyth,  J.  S.  Smith, 
Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Sterling  of  New  York, 
Stewart,  Swan,  Swearingen,  Tatnall,  Tiylor,  Thomp- 
■on.  Tod,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tueker  of  Virginia,  Tucker 
of  Sonth  Carolina,  Upham,  Vanfe,  Walworth,  War- 
field,  Whipple,  White,  Williams  at  Virginia,  VfiU 
liamaon,  Wilion,  Wood,  Woodcock,  Woodaon,  Wor- 

sn,  and  Wright. 

NAva— Meaatc  Bayliea,  B a rrowa,  Batter,  Campbell 
of  Ohio,  Cannon,  Chamber*.  Cocke,  Craft*,  Gdwanla 
of  North  Carolina,  BuMia,  Floyd,  F.  Jobnion,  Keyea, 
KirUand,  Long,  MaUarj,  Mallack,  Metcalfe,  Bom, 
and  Williami  of  North  Carolina. 

COHMIBSIONGR  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 
The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  fixing 
the  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pub- 
lic Buildings.     The  bill  proposed  to  reduce  the 
compensation  of  that  officer  from  two  thousand 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  and  after 
few  explanatory  observations  by  Mr.  B[.acK- 


the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  called  for  tlieyei 
and  nays  upon  the  question,  but  the  House  did  m 


affirm  the  call  j  and  (he  question  upon  Mr.  Heh- 
DBtcKs'a  motion  being  put,  it  was  negatived  by  a 
large  majority.  ' 

Mr.  Flotu  expressed  a  disposition  (o  propose 
an  amendment;  but  the  Speaker  decided  (hat  no 
debate  on  the  subject  was  in  order;  and  Mr. 
Floyd  observed,  inereupou,  that,  if  he  was  pre- 
cluded from  making  the  amendment,  he  should 
be  constrained  to  vote  against  the  bill. 

The  question  of  engrossment  was  then  put, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  ]3L,  nays  20, 
as  follows; 

Yiia-^Meaara.  Alexander,  Ball,  Barber  of  Con- 
necticnl,  Baratow,  Baaiett,  Biteman,  Blaefcladge, 
Blair,  Borland,  Breckaniidge,  Brown,  Bnrton,  Cam- 
breleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Caaaedy,  Golden, 
Condici,  Cook,  CtaJup,  Coihmac,  Cutbbert,  Darling, 
ton,  Deniaon,  Dickinion,  Dnrfee,  Dwighl,  Eddy,  Ed- 


was  proposed  by  Mr.  Cocke  to  add  a  section, 
limiting  the  compensation  of  the  Architect  of  the 
Public  Buildings  to  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  but,  on  tbe  suggestion  of  Mr.  MALLany, 
he  modiBed  (be  same  by  proposing  two  thousand 
instead  of  one  (bousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
The  modon  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr. 
Alexander  Shvth,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Coceb 
and  Mr.  Mallart,  when  the  question  was  taken 
and  negatived. 

Mr.  HoBABT  proposed  an  amendment,  requiring 
the  Commissioner  to  give  bonds,  with  surety,  for 
tbe  faithful  discharge  of  his  dm?,  which  was 
agreed  to;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  pro- 
viso was  appended  thereto,  providing  that  no  more 
money  shall,  at  any  time,  be  placed  in  tbe  hands 
of  that  officer,  than  maybe  covered  by  the  amount 
of  (he  bond. 

Mr.  Walwokth  moved  an  amendment  that  no 
allowance  should  be  made  to  the  said  Commissioner 
for  clerk  hire,  and  the  question  being  put  thereon, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HoBART  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  (he  bill  as  being  unnecessary ;  but  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill, 
and  the  same,  with  the  amendments  thereto,  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  exceptiiig  that  amend- 
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ment  which  refuses  to  the  CommluioDer  a  clerk, 
on  which  there  wae  Kime  conversation  between 
Messrs.  PiERsoM,  Wood,  BLAccLBitaE,  Brown, 
Nelson,  of  Massac  b  use  Us,  and  Whipple. 

Mr.  F.  Jones  moved  to  strike  out  the  two  first 
sectioDS  of  ibe  bill  after  the  eoactiog  claue,  n>  as 
lo  leave  the  salary  of  the  Commisiioner  two  thtni- 
eand  instead  of  one  tbousand  five  kandred  dollars ; 
which  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered 
for  a  third  r«adiitg. 

Tlie  Mouse  then,  on  reqaeit  of  Mr.  Ball,  vent 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Henderson,  and,  after  eonstder- 
ing  the  same,  it  was  reporlea  to  the  House,  and 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  rM^lOssri  for  a 
third  reading.  And  then,  after  a  vain  sltempt  to 
procure  a  recess  for  an  evening  silling,  the  House 
adjourned. 

SaTcnnir,  May  4. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  relieve  the  people  of 
Florida  from  the  operation  of  certain  ordinances, 
VM  read  twice,  and  referred  to  theCommiltee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  to  abolish  ihe  United 
Slates'  Trading  EstaUishment  with  the  Indiaa 
tribes,  wax  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  MiLHoa  remarked,  that,  as  this  was  a  hill 
of  which  he  considered  the  policy  to  be,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  eitremely  doabtful,  and,  as  it  was  one  of 
great  importance,  he  should  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
oafs  upon  its  passage.  The  question  hein^  put, 
the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sustained  ; 
and  the  bill  was  passed  without  debate  or  division. 

A  message  from  the  Senateioformedthe  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  hilt  of  this  House, 
entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent 
debtors;  with  an  amendment,  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  in  addition  to  the 
act  "concerning  navigatiou,"  and  also  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  deputy  collectors  (the  title  of 
the  bill  having  been  amenaed  so  to  read,)  was  read 


d  passed. 
R  laid  hefc 


The  apGACER  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  10  the 
officiattraasaciionsof  John  Brahau, late  receiver  of 

Cblic  moneys  at  Huntsville,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
ma,  as  required  by  the  resolution  of  this  House, 
of  the  ISih  nltimo;  which  report  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  in- 
solvent debtors,"  was  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Cotnmillee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeu; 
Mayhew;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representa 
lives  of  John  B.  Dash ;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Alexander  Roddy;  and,  after  some  time  speni 
therein,  the  Committee  reported  the  first  and  last 
mentioned  bills  without  amendment,  and  that  for 
the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  John  B.  Dash, 
with  an  amendment,  which  waa  read,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  and  that,  together  with 


the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alexander  Roddy,  wen 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  severally  read  a  thini 
lime  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thaddeus  Mayhew  was  laid 
on  the  uble. 

Mr.  Newton,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee 
of  Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  from 
Ihe  Senate,  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  nir- 
igation,  reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
to  which  sundry  amendments  were  subsequeifilj 
proposed  by  Mr.  N.  and  adopted,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  en^ros.^,  and  the  !«mp, 
with  the  bill,  were  ordered  for  a  third  reading  ibli 
day.  [The  principal  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
N.  provides  that  the  3d,  ^h,  and  the  7th  sections 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817^  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  "  further  to  provide  tor  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed  in 
181&,  shall  be  revived  and  made  permanent.) 

Mr.  HBMDBtcn  moved  that  the  Oommitleeof 
the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further  coosid- 
eration  of  the  bill  authorizing  the  location  of  err- 
lain  refaool  lands  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  which 
vras  agreed  to,  and,  after  a  few  remarks  by  Mr. 
Hbndbiceb  and  Mr.  Flotd,  the  hill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  CocKB  moved  that  the  House  do  now  take 
into  consideration  the  bill  to  reduce  and  fix  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment ;  but  the  House  re-      ' 
fused  lo  consider  the  same — ayes  49,  noes  M.  I 

The  engrossed  bill  making  further  appropria- 
lioDS  for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  fear  18S2,  was  read  a  third  lime. 

Mr.  Wriobt  rose  and  said,  he  voted  agaiofl 
the  appropriation  of  the  nineteen  ihoQsand  dollaif 
to  pay  the  militia  courts  martial  in  New  Yoit 
during  the  late  war ;  and  he  felt  it  due  to  himself, 
he  said,  briefly  to  assign  ihe  reason.  These  cul- 
prits were  moved  and  seduced  by  Ihe  instigation  of 
the  devil  and  the  Hartford  Convention,  treasona- 
bly to  desert  the  standard  of  their  countrr,  and  not 
to  do  their  tioty.  They  themselves  ougnt  to  have 
paid  ibe  cost.  We  have  no  such  charge  in  Ma- 
ryland, and  it  may  be  a  question  whether  the  court 
martial  ought  to  be  paid  at  all,  as  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  any  of  these  culprits  suffered  death. 

The  bill  was  then  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  annuitEtK 
to  certain  Indian  tribes;  a  bill  fixing  the  com- 

Snsation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
aildings;  a  hill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hen- 
derson ;  a  bill  to  authorize  the  location  of  certain 
school  lands  in  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  were  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  seat  to  the  Senate   for 


The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  to 
regulate  the  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  lodiiin 
tribes  and  to  preserve  peace  on  ihe  frontiers  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  Conner  moved  tbat  tht  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  briber  considera- 
tion of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  securities  of 
John  H.  Alley;  but  the  moiioi  was  refused,  as 
vras  a  motion  of  a  similar  lescriptioo  by  Mr. 
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_.     tt  bill. 

The  House  ihen  went  into  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole  on  ■  bill  Tor  the  relief  of  David  Cumminps, 
■ud  reported  the  same  to  the  Rouse  without 
■mendmeDt,  and  the  bill  was  ordered  for  a  third 
teading. 

Tbe  Houae  theo  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Commiliee  of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Williim  Barllett  and  olhers ;  on  a  bill  for  the 
idief  of  Isaac  CoUier ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jobs  M.  Moodf  and  Samuel  Moody,  and  reported  I 
ibe  same  to  the  House  respectiTcly,  Without 
amendment;  and  theaaid  bills  were  onlered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  were  lubse- 
queallT  md  a  third  time,  pasKd,  and  sent  to  tbe 
Seoate  for  concurrence. 

Mi.  Hem  PB I  LI.  mored  to  postpone  the  orders 
oftlie  day  preceding  the  bill  in  relation  to  surveys, 
&t.  of  roads  and  canalsj  bnt  the  House  refused  to 
agm  Id  this  motion.  • 

The  Home  theti  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathan  Braoaon, 
ud  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Trapmaun,  Jabueke  & 
Co.  and  reported  the  same  to  the  House,  respee- 
lirdr,  without  ftmendment,  and  the  said  bills  were 
HTerall)r  ordered  to  be  eogroned  for  a  third 
readiflj^ 

TbeJIonse  then  went  into  a  Committee  on  & 
bill  10  repeal  ia  part  an  act  pused  by  tbe  State 
ofMarfUnd  leapeclin^  the  sale  of  water  lots  in 
Georgetown;  aod  a  billtoinoorporatethe  inhabi- 
taots  of  Georgetown.  To  (he  former  bill  an  amnd- 
mentwai  mada,  on  motioit  of  Mr.  Kent,  and  the 
Committee  having  gone  Ifaroagfa  with  both  bills, 
rose  and  rtpoiteA  the  same  to  the  Hoiue,  and,  be- 
ing there  eonenrred  in,  they  were  both  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 

Two  or  three  olb«  private  bilU  were  then  pass- 
ed through  a  CommiCtee  of  the  Whole,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a  Lbird  reading. 

Tbe  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  l^j  relief  of  Anlboay  Ken- 
nedy; a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  John  Byers;  and  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Edward  McCarty, 
deceased,  and  reported  the  two  former  to  the  House 
vithout  amendment  where  they  were  concurred 
ia,  and  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  f 
tbird  reading;  and  the  latter  bill,  having 
corrected  in  its  phntsealogjr,  was  also  reported,  and 

re  throDgfa  with,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
1  third  reading. 

Tbe  HoDse  then  went  into  a  Comtnittee  of  the 
Whole  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Ross ;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
JobnGiranlt;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
■N.  Earle;  and  reported  the  two  latter  bills  to  the 
House,  without  omendment,  and  al»>  reported 
progress  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Ross, 
00  which  the  Committee  had  leave  to  sit  again. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  the 
cases  of  William  N.  Earle  and  the  legal  represen- 
laiices  of  John  Giranit,  were  concurred  in,  and 
tbe  Slid  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  beengrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 
The  House  theo  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 


Wbde  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy;  a 
hillfor  the  relief  of  Charles  A.  Swearingen;  and 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost.  The«iid 
bills  havingbeengone  through  with,  were  reported 
to  the  House  respectively  without  amendment, 
where  they  were  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be 
eninossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellet ; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  Guthrie,  deceased ;  ana  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Crute ;  and,  after  an  .amendment  to  the 
bill  for  the  l^al  representatives  of  John  S.  Guthrie, 
deceased,  at  the  auggeslion  of  Mr.  Lat^Bop.  the 
Committee  rose  and  reported  the  said  bills,  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House,  aad  ordtftd  to  be 
engTotsed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Marie  Therese,  and  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Sally  Vance,  and  lio  amendments 


ossed  for  a  (bird  reading. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  read  a  third 
..jne  and  passed,  viz :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Trap- 
maan,  Jahucke  &  Co.;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander Roddy;  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  the  legal 
firesentativeaof  John  B.  Dash;  a  bill  for  the 
lef  of  Nathan  Branson;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Camming!. 

Tbe  House  then  weal  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  have  paid  duty  on  goods  imported  into  Caa- 
tine,  and  on  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  William  White- 
bead  and  others.  No  amendments  having  been 
ofiered  thereto,  the  same  were  reported  to  the 
House,  and  on  motion,  both  bills  were  ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ToMLimoiT  moved  to  reconsider  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid 
duties  on  goods  imported  into  Castlne ;  bat  the 
motion  was  negatived. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  a  Committee  of  tbe 
Whole  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Hickman 
and  Fieldins  Hickman,  and  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  WiUiam  Biggs,  aod,  having  gone  through 
with  the  same,  they  were  reported  to  (be  Houae. 
The  bUl  for  the  relief  of  William  Biggs,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Rankid,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the 
taUe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GitJiBR,  the  name  of  JoehtiR 
Cannon  was  inserted,  next  before  the  name  of 
Reuben  Hickman,  in  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Reuben  and  Fielding  Hickman.  On  the  question 
of  ordering  the  hill  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  sup- 
ported bv  Mr.  Tbact,  Mi.  LiTTt.E,  Mr.  Habdin, 
and  Mr.  Mattoccb,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Edwabos 
of  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Alexahder  Shytb, 
when  tbe  qoeation  was  taken,  aud  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engroased  for  a  third  reading. 

LETTER  OF  HR.  RUSSELL. 
A  Message,  leceived  from  the  PaGainENT  or 
TBE  UiTiTED  States  yesterday,  was  read,  and  is 
as  ffdlows ; 
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To  Iht  Home  of  Rtpramtatituoflht  VnUtd  Stata.- 
In  compliancf  with  ■  rew>lDlioa  of  (h»  Houw  of  Re- 

Keiuit*tiTei,  of  Ihs  ISLh  at  April,  rcqaMtiriK  the 
-eiiilent  "  to  caaii  to  b«  eommuaicated  to  the  Houm, 
if  not  injarioui  to  the  public  inleteit,  »nj  lelMr' which 
m><r  l)"e  been  reeeired  from  JoDalhin  Roucll,  one 
of  the  Mioittcn  who  concluded  the  Treity  of  Gbeot, 
in  conforpiity  "iUt  the  indicilian*  coDlaini  '  ' 
letter  of  S6th  December,  1814,"  I  hive  to  itata,  that, 
baving  referred  the  rpeolalian  to  the  Secretary  of 
Bute,  and  it  appMring,  b;  a  repoil  from  btm,  that  no 
each  doeumenia  had  been  depotited  aicong  the  arch- 
i*ea  of  the  departmeat,  I  examined  and  fonnd  among 
mj  pritate  papen  a  leEtei  af  that  dMcriplion,  marked, 
"pnnta"  b;  bimaalf.  I  tranamit  a  copj  of  the  re- 
port of  Eha  Becretarj  of  Stale,  I7  which  it  appear* 
thst  Hr.  RnMell,  on  being  apprized  Ibat  the  docnment 
refered  to  bj  ibe  reaalution  had  not  been  depoaited  in 
the  Department  of  Stnte,  daliTtred  there  '■  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  (he  duplicate  of  a  letter  wriltea  by 
him  from  Paris,  on  the  1 1  lb  of  Febtaatj,  leifi,  to  thi 
then  fiecretai;  of  State,  to  be  eomraunicated  to  thi 
House,  aa  the  letter  called  for  bj  the  raeolutioD." 

On  the  perusal  of  the  document  called  fiir,'l  fiad 
that  it  communicatea  a  diSerence  of  opinion  between 
Mr.  Baaaetl  and  a  majoriqi  of  his  colleagui 
tain  Iraniactioni  which  occurred  in  the  negotiations 
■I  Qheut,  tonching  tnterrsta  which  have  been  since 
Bstisfactorifj  adjuatcd  by  treaty  between  the  United 
State*  and  Great  Britain.  Tbe  *iew  which  Mr.  Rus- 
sell preseDt*  of  bis  own  conduct,  and  that  of  his  eal- 
leagnea,  ia  those  trsnsacljons,  will,  it  ia  presumed 
call  from  the  two  anrriTing  member*  of  that  miasioo, 
vho  differed  from  bim,  a  reply,  eontaiaiog  their  Tisw 
of  those  transactions,  and  of  the  condncl  of  the  par- 
ties in  them,  and  who,  ibould  hi*  letter  be  communi- 
cated to  the  House  of  Repre sen ta tires,  will  slso  claiin 
that  their  reply  should  be  communicated  in  like  man- 
ner by  the  EreentiTe — a  claim  which,  on  the  principle 
of  equal  justice,  could  not  be  resisted.  The  Secretary 
of  State,  one  of  tfae  Hintaler*  referred  to,  ha*  already 
expressed  a  deiire  that  Mr.  Kussell's  letter  ahould  be 
communicated,  and  that  1  would  transmit,  at  the  same 
time,  •  communicalioa  from  him  reapecling  it. 

On  full  consideration  of  the  aubjecl,  I  hare  thougbt 
it  would  be  improper  for  tbe  £ieett(i*e  to  commuai- 
cate  the  letter  called  for,  unless  the  House,  on  a 
knowledge  of  these  drcumstancea;  ahould  desire  it ; 
in  which  rase  the  document  called  fur  ^all  be  cbm- 
muDieated,  accompanied  by  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  State,  as  above  loggested.  I  hsTe  dincted  a 
copy  to  b«  delivered  (u  Mr.  Russell,  10  be  disposed  of 
11  he  may  think  proper,  and  have  caased  the  original 
"  >  Department  of  State,  with  in- 
a  copy  to  any  person  wbo  nay  be 


to  be  depoeited  ii 
■truction  to  deliver  i 
in  (crested. 


Wahih 


r,  jKdy  4,  l«tt. 


JAMES  MONROE. 


DsriBTHiHT  or  St  ATI, 

Watkingfon,  May  3,  1S33. 
The  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  whom  wss  referred  the 
resolution  of  (he  House  of  Representatives  of  the  IBth 
nitlmo,  reqaesting  tbe  Preiidenl  "  to  cause  to  be  com- 
mnnicated  lo  the  House,  if  not  injnrions  to  the  public 
good,  any  letter  or  communication  which  may  have 
been  received  from  Jonatban  Russell,  esquire,  one  of 
the  Ministers  of  the  United  Stsles,  who  concluded  the 


Tresty  of  Ghent,  after  the  signators  of  lhs(  treitj, 
and  which  was  writen  in  conformity  to  (he  iadicatini 
contained  in  aaid  Minister'*  letter,  dated  it  Gbenl, 
2fitb  of  December,  I8U,"  has  the  boaor  orreponing 
to  the  Preaident,  that,  ontjl  after  the  adoption  of  ibi 
said  resolution  by  the  House,  there  was  upon  the  filo 
of  the  Department  of  State  no  letter  from  Mr.  Ru. 
sell,  of  the  deaciiption  mentioned  therein;  but  Am 
Mr.  Russell  himself  baa  lince  delivered  at  thsdcpuv 
ment  a  communication,  purporting  lo  be  (he  dapliate 
of  a  le(ter  written  by  him  rrom  Paris,  on  the  lllb  g( 
Fcbrnary,  IBIS,  to  the  then  BecrcUiy  of  Stale,  is  ht 
eommunica(ed  to  the  House,  *■  tba  letter  called  for  bj 
their  resolution. 

A  copy  of  (hia  paper  is  herewith  anbmilted  10  thi 
President. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMB. 

On  motioD  of  Mr,  Taylor,  the  Message  wu 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 


INBIAN  TRADE. 

Mr.  Metcalfe^  from  the  Committee  on  Indiu 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referrn]  the  bill  from  tbe 
Senate  to  amend  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  ro- 
uble trade  aod  intercourse  with  the  ladiin  tribo, 
and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  repoiiM 
tbe  same  with  amendmeDts,  consisting  of  two  lA- 
ditional  sections,  as  follows: 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enaettd.  That  ihs  dli^    ' 
teenth  sectionof  the  act,  entitled  "An  ad  to  ngubla    ' 
trade  and  intercourw  wi(h  the  Indian  tribes,  uxt  lo 
preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  approved  the  (liiiliilli 
of  March,  one  thoaaand  eight  hundred  and  taa,  lit, 
and  the  same  i*  hereby,  repealed. 

Ssc.  B.  And  be  it  Jurlhtr  enacted,  That  an  ad, 
entitled  "An  act  making  provision  for  tho  dviliiaiiaa 
of  the  Indian  tribes,  adjainuc-^  frontier  sBttlemcDli," 
spproved  March  the.lhird/oaelhonaaDd  eight  baudred 
•nJ  nineteeo,  be,  and  tUe  same  ia  hereby,  repcaltd  : 
Pnmided,  howieer.  Thin  nothing  contained  io  Ihii 
act  shall  be  so  construeixas  in  anywise  to  slier oiib- 
pair  the  effect  of  any  trdsty  itipulatiou,  or  olheruUi- 
gation,  which  may  hare  (been  entered  into  between  Ihc 
United  States  and  any  Ind^  Iribo  or  tribe*. 

On  these  amecdilients  a  obbate  eitsiied,  in  whicb 
tbey  were  suppa/ted  bfMr.  Floyd  and  Mr.  Met- 
calfe, and  opposed  bv  Mr.  Wood  and  Mr.  Vanci. 

Mr.  Metcalfe  addressed  tbe  House  as  foUowi: 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  would  not  object  to  any  direc- 

)n  which  il  might  be  the  pleasure  of  the  HooM 
to  gi?e  to  the  bill  for  the  pufpq»e  of  aflbrdtog'  to 
opportunity  of  a  more  full  and  thorough  invesLi- 
^tjon  of  tbe  ameDdmeoIa  proposed  by  the  Com- 
— '"—  DQ  Indian  Affairs,  were  it  not  too  late  indie 
for  delay,  and  because  it  is  important  tbit 
the  bill  should  pass,  whether  the  amendment  be 
adopted  or  rejected. 

Perhaps,  said  Mr.  M.,  an  apology  is  due  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  who,  teing  a  member 
of  the  committee,  was  not  consulted  touching  (be 
proposed  amendment.  This  bill  was  not  retertei 
to  tbe  committee  until  yesterday,  and  as  the  sesjiOD 
is  nearly  at  a  close,  it  was  expected  by  all  the 
warm  friends  of  the  Dill  that  Ibe  commitiee  woold 
not  fail  10  report  it  on  this  day.  My  own  dn(][  00 
another  committee,  and  the  shortness  of  Ibe  line 
allowediprerenled  a  r^nlat  meeting,  this  morning, 
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or  the  Committee  on  Indiin  Affairi,  and  therefore 
it  was,  that  1  consulled  such  of  the  members  only 
as  could  be  foDDd  in  ibe  House  at  the  moment, 
and  abtained  the  conf«iit  of  a  majority,  lo  ibe 
amend  meet  proposed. 

Let  it  be  recollected,  aid  Mr.  M.,  that,  by  the 
aulboriiy  of  ihe  House,  ii  has  been  made  the  spe- 
dul  duty  of  this  commitiee  to  inquire  iota  the 
progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  civilizeitiaD 
and  happiness  of  the  Indian  tribes,  under  the  sy^- 
tem  which  has  been  devised  and  pursued  for  that 
parpose.  It  is,  therefore,  my  duty  tocommuDicale 
to  toe  House  the  result  of  the  inquiries.  Here  Mr. 
M.  Hdrerted  to  the  I3th  section  of  the  act  of  1802, 
by  which  the  lum  of  $15,000,  annually,  is  appro- 
niiated  for  ciTiliziog  purposes ;  for  presents,  iie. 
He  objected  to  this  expenditure,  upoo  the  ground 
ibai  it  was  do  longer  necessary  ;  toat  the  lodiaos 
derived  no  benefit  from  it ;  an^  becauie  no  talis- 
&clory  account  could  be  obtained  of  its  applica- 
tion, to  whom  paid,  or  for  what  purpose.  He  then 
adterted  to  the  act  of  1810,  appropriating  the  sum 
of  $10,000,  annually,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
Indians  in  agricultural  punniis,  and  to  educate 
them;  and  read  ■  communicalioD  from  the  Pre«- 
ideat,  showing  if  the  President  was  not  himself 
deceived,  aa  Mr.  M,  supposed  he  might  be,  that  a 
coniiderable  portion  of  this  lum  had  been  applied 
to  the  ereoiton  of  buildings  in  the  Indian  settle- 
ments, which  in  his  opinion  ought  not  to  be  tole- 
rated. And  he  objected  to  the  employment  of 
Dr.  J.Morse,  and  to  the  sum  paid  for  his  services, 
under  the  provisions  of  this  law.  But,  said  Mr. 
M.,  that  we  may  know  something  of  the  situation 
of  those  people,  and  of  their  numbers;  that  we 
may  bewell  informed  of  the  nature  and  condition 
of  the  materials  upon  which  we  are  about  (o  ope< 
rate,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  adverting  to  extracts 
from  the  report  of  Dr.  Morse,  which  was  referred 
to  the  cMomittee  for  that  purpose. 

In  New  England  there  are  nine  tribes^  2,247 
sonli.  In  New  York  len  tribes,  1,840  louls.  In 
PenosylTauin  thirty  years  ago,  three  tribes,  1,300 
souls,  number  at  this  time  not  known.  In  Ohio, 
Sfleen  tribes,  2,047  souls.  In  Michigan  and  the 
Northwest  Territory,  thirty-six  tribes,  27,480  souls. 
Id  Indiana  and  Illinois,  14  tribes,  15^22  souls. 
Soalhern  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi,  twenty 
Iribes,  66,487  souls.  Total  number  east  of  the 
Mississippi,  twenty  tribes,  120;283  wuls.  Nortb 
of  Missouri  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  thirteen 
tribes,  41,350  souls,  East  of  the  Rockv  Moun- 
tains to  the  Mississippi,  and  between  Missouri 
and  Red  river  or  west  of  the  Mississippi  lo  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  36  tribes,  105,021  souls.  Be- 
tween Red  river  and  the  Rio  del  NorEe,  42  tribes, 
105,021  souls.  Whole  number  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi 337,341.  Total  numbers  in  the  United 
States,  besides  about  5,000  in  Florida,  and  ten 
tribes,  ^number  not  known,)  inhabiting  the  Upper 
Mississippi^  457,642  souU. 

Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  how  to  civilize  and  refine, 
and  chriitisnize  these  our  red  brothers  and  sisters 
is  Ihe  question — a  question  truly  of  considerable 
magniinde — the  soluiioQ  of  which  appears  to  be 
attended  with  no  inconsiderable  difficulty.  The 
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past  and  the  present  history  of  this  matter  sheds  a 
faint  gleam  of  light,  by  which  to  |[uide  us  in 
future.  Here  Mr.  M.  referred  to  Losklel's  history 
of  the  missions  among  the  Indians  in  Nortb  Ame- 
rica about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  At 
that  period  the  author  informs  us  that  much  had 
been  done  for  the  edification  and  refinement  of 
the  Indians  ;  that  vast  numbers  of  them  were  at 
that  time  a  pious  and  an  exemplary  people,  rap- 
idly increasing  in  civilization,  and  in  Christian 
knowledge.  By  reading  their  subsequent  history, 
however,  we  are  irresistibly  drawn  lo  Ihe  coocia- 
Rton,  that  their  spiritual  fathers  wrote  with  an  eye 
to  tnelr  own  exclusive  benefit  and  emolument 
making  those  upon  whom  their  heavy  con tribo- 
tions  were  levied,  the  dupes. 

Mr.  M.  now  referred  to  Bouchette  on  Canada, 
giving  an  account  of  the  condition  of  the  domi- 
ciliated Indians  of  St.  Regis,  who  for  centuries 
had  been  blessed  with  resident  Catholic  mission- 
aries as  their  spiritual  fathers;  and,  instead  of 
Srogresaing  in  civilization  and  refinement,  or  in 
'hristian  piety  and  virtne,  were  still  a  lazy,  dirty, 
and  d^raded  band  of  savages,  unchristian,  im- 
moral, and  vicious  in  tbe  extreme. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  would  now  refer  to  the  historjf 
of  the  various  tribes,  or  remnant  of  tribes,  in  the 
interior  of  our  own  country,  by  readingexlracts 
from  the  report  of  Dr.  Morse.  The  Rev.  H. 
Kellogg  writes  the  following  account :  "ThePas- 
'  samaquoddies  and  Penobscois  are  Cathalics,and 
'  under  the  care  of  Calbolic  priests,  who  receive 
'  a  stated  stipend  from  the  Slate  treasury.  They 
'  have  made  no  other  than  incipient  improvements 
'  in  any  thing  which  pertains  lo  civilized  life,  and 
'  are  sadly  given  to  intemperance."  So  muchfor 
the  Indians  in  the  State  of  Maine.  Now  for 
those  in  Ihe  Stale  of  Massachusetts — "All  theln- 
'  dians  remaining  in  this  State  reside  on  their 
'  t«speetive   reservations    at    Marshpee,   Herring 

■  Pond,  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  Troy,  on  the 
'southeast  part  of  the  State,  from  fifty  to  one 
'hundred  miles  from  BosIob.  The  Slate,  by  a 
'  board  of  overseers,  exercises  a  ^ardtan  care 
'  over  them,  as  to  their  lands  and  civil  rights  and 
'  privileges.  And  the  Corporation  of  Harvard 
'  College,  and  the  Society  for  Propantine  the 
'  Oospel  among  the  Indians  and  others  in  North 
'  America,  provide  for  their  religious  and  moral 
'  instruclion,  having  charily  funds  in  itslreasnry, 
'appropriated  for  ihe  use  and  benefit  of  the  In- 
'  diaoB,  tbe  former  $12,000  tbe  latter  89,000.  A 
'  stated  missionary.  Rev.  Dr.  Pish,  is  supported 
'  at  Marshpee.  The  Rev.  Doctor  writes  that, 
'  among  them  are  a  few  who  are  eminently  pious  : 
'  considerable  numbers  decent  in  their  lives,  anil 
'  not  a  few  shockingly  profligate.  The  state  of 
'  morals  low.  Intemperance,  with  its  eonconu- 
'  tants,  is  found  among  them.  The  number  of 
'  pure  blooded  Indians  is  extremely  small,  sap 

■  fifty  or  sixty,  and  is  daily  decreasing.  The  mix- 
'  lure  of  blood  arises  far  more  from  their  connex- 
'  ion  with  negroes,  than  with  the  whites;  their 
'  number  is  diminishing  on  account  of  their  vices." 
Rev.  Mr.  Thatcher  writes  as  follows :  "  It  is  true 
'  we  think  we  see  bat  little  good  in  preaching  to 
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'  these  people.  Did  we  not  take  into  CDUEiden- 
*  tioDs  ihe  erils  which  yre  probabtf  prevent,  who 

<  would  not  be  discouraged  and  give  up  tbe  cause, 
'saying  I  h«VB  labored  in  Taia,  and  spent  my 
'ctreogth  for  naught?"  Id  Rhode  Island  it  ib 
Mid  their  condiiion  is  not  quile  so  bad. 

Of  tbose  in  Connecticut,   it  is  saij  "  that  the 

<  few  now  remaining  in  Ibis  Stale  hare  made  but 

<  few  advances  in  any  thing  which  pertains  to 
'  ciTilizaiioo,  and  are  gradually  wasting  away, 
'  after  tbe  manner  of  otber  tribes,  now  extinct. 
'  The  State  has  assumed  the  care  of  their  prop- 
'  eriy,  in  like  manner  as  the  other  New  En^and 
'  States  have  provided  for  their  Indians.  They 
'  have  such  advantages  of  religious  and  moral  iu- 
'  struclioD  as  iher  ore  willing  to  receive,  which 
'  are  few,  and  tne  effects  proporiionably  small. 
'  Those  Indians,  especially  at  North  Stoningtoo, 
'  and  at  Grotoa,  are  said  to  be,  with  very  few  ex- 
'  eeptioaa,  intemperate  and  improvident ;  of  course, 
'  poor  and  miserable.  They  manufacture  mats, 
'  brooms,  baskets,  and  ki  on,  which  they  generally 
'  sail  for  ardent  qtirits."  Such  ate  ths  remill*  of 
toiif  expuience,  as  we  have  it  from  the  mouths  of 
individuals  who  are  employed  to  oivili»  and  to 
convert  them  to  Chriutianily,  and  who  are  com- 
pansBied  for  their  services  by  public  or  private 
dvnatioDS.  Shall  this  GovernmeDt  take  tip  and 
follow  the  hopeless  example  1 

"  The  Six  Nations,  residing  in  the  Slate  of  New 
York,  in  number  4,575,  remain  on  their  respective 
raservations,  containing,  in  all,  about  265,315 
auei  of  land."  "  Many  petty  depredations,  and 
thefts,  and  trespasses,  are  committed  by  them  and 
the  whites  upon  each  otber."  To  Ibis  testimony 
may  be  added  that  of  honorable  members  from 
New  York,  who  inform  u*  that,  instead  of  ad- 
vancing in  civilizatic»  or  in  piety,  they  are  rap- 
idLy  degenerating  into  vice  and  corruption. 

Of  those  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  it  is  said  :  " 
'  Wyaodots  came  from  tbe  country  near  Quebec, 
'  about  two  hundred  and  6Tiy  years  ago,  when  the 
'  French  had  dominion  of  Canada.  Tney  maio' 
'  tained  a  Roman  Catholic  misnionary  among 
'  them.  By  these  missionaries  tbey  were  ne«rl 
'  all  bapCiznl,  and  nearly  ail  tbe  aged  ones  siil 
'  carry  crucifixes  in  their  bosonks,  under  theii 
■  ahirts.  Between  the  years  1803  and  1810  tbe 
'  Piesbyteriaos  supported  a    missionary  among 

<  them,  on  tbe  Sandusky  rivet.  A  few  converts 
'  were  matle,  who  were  put  to  death  by  the  Cath- 
'  olic  Indians  on  acooiml  of  their  religion." 

From  this  I  infer  that  it  ii  improper  to  impoM 
a  tax  upon  our  Protestant  citizens  for  the  support 
of  Catholic  missionaries,  and  equally  as  improfier 
to  tax  the  Catholic  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
Piotestaoc  missionaries.  To  prssfrve  our  holy 
religion  in  its  purity,  we  must  let  it  make  its  own 
way,  with  the  smiles  and  friendly  countenance  of 
the  Government  beaming  upon  every  sect  and 
denomination,  without  giving  pecuniary  aid  to 
any  one.  "  The  number  of  Cherokees,  inclusive 
'  of  whiles,  blacks,  and  mixed  blood,  is  estimated 
'  at  11,500.  In  the  treaty  of  March,  1819,  they 
'ceded  a  part  of  tbeir  territory  to  the  United 
'  Statat.    Among  other  reservations  i*  one  of  a 


'  tract  of  land,  of  twelve  miles  square,  to  be  told 
'  by  the  United  Slates,  and  vested  by  the  Pren- 
'  dent  in  the  most  prtniable  stock,  as  a  Rbool 
'  fund  for  the  Cherokee  nation." 

For  a  population  not  half  eqnal  to  that  which 
is  contained  in  a  email  county  in  one  of  out 
States,  this  appears  to  be  an  amide  provision. 
Oar  own  citizens,  in  any  part  of  this  Uniao, 
would  rejoice  to  have  such  a  school  fund  m  tbi). 

Tbe  dhoctaws,  it  is  said,  are  also  well  proTidEtl 
for. 

Now,  aaid  Mr.  M.,  what  are  we  told  by  that  . 
distinguished  fellow-citizen,  whose  keen  and  pen-  ! 
eirating  iateltect,  and  whose  long  experience  en- 
ables bim  to  apeak  to  us  the  language  of  wiidoiD, 
and  to  afford  us  so  much  light  upon  this  motan- 
tous  subject?  [He  then  read  from  tbe  Literaiy 
and  ScientiSo  Repository  the  following  ntraet<d 
a  letter  from  Governs  Cass:] 

*'  Tb«  lessons  of  experience  npon  this  suhJM  irt 
too  important  to  be  dlsresarded.  In  the  snlni  rf- 
fort*  which  arc  Di>w  msfcitit'  U  tneliotite  ibi  can^ 
tioti  af  iha  Indians,  we  have  mack  to  Isim  frcm  Ibt  i 
htstoTj  of  the  profiMS  sod  resBlt  of  the  asms  eipeii- 
mral  which  wis  mad*  by  tbe  Jaaaits.  W«  raniiM 
bring  lo  tbe  task  mora  fervid  seal,  mare  piilsaai  1st- 
cuts,  nwre  eilaiwivs  or  varied  acqokeiaanl^niirrivb- 
ably  a  dcepar  knowlmlia  of  the  priacipJas  of  haaaa  I 
nator*.  ont,  so  br  as  rof^ncla  any  psnasnssi  m 
TsJuable  inprtMon,  tbey  have  wholly  faiM.  Vtij 
lew  of  the  Indians  profrn  any  attacbnMat  t«  lbs  | 
Christian  rslifton;  and,  of  those  who  mska  tha  pro- 
fession, there  is  not  probsbl;  one  whose  knowl«)|e  i> 
not  con&noil  to  the  imposing  ril«  and  eiteroiJ  ore 
moniei  of  the  Citholic  church.  A  more  vivid  impn*- 
sion  ippesre  to  have  been  made  upon  Ihe  Wjiadou 
then  upon  ony  olheri;  ind  ihej  preHrved  far  slongn 
Utm  than  any  other  tribe,  trseea  of  the  indefilipWe 
eieitions  of  (heir  spiritual  Jatfaeis.  Bnt,  eren  with 
them,  sDperier  ss  thej  are  In  Intellectaal  eadowmeali. 
and  placed  by  tbeir  locsl  titaulon  in  cooteet  with  s 
Csttuillc  eoBioiunlijr,  tha  sntiiest  ii  fotgvtten,  ar,  if 
rsBembarad,  it  is  rememberad  oaly  bj  a  few  sged  snJ 
dscTBpid  persons,  like  other  iraAlieaar;  legawkt  of 
tbrir  natiiai." 

Upon  these  remarks,  said  Mr.  M.,  no  commca- 
tary  can  be  necessary.  I  will  now  pass  to  one 
more  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sibley,  an  ia- 
telligent  Indian  agent,  of  long  experience  among 
that  people,  to  Dr.  Morse,  which  I  have  lakn 
from  his  report : 

"I  have  noticed  Indian!  oburving  with  much  ap- 
parent interest  the  (Sect*  of  our  agricollural  skill,  eat 
fine  garden*,  ibnodsiit  CTope,  and  numeroui  comfntt 
and  convenirncES.  A  very  sensible  Onge,  the  Big 
SoldiEr,  who  bed  twice  lieen  it  Washington,  com 
■aid  to  me,  wben  I  wei  urging  the  subject  of  ciiiliu- 
tion  upon  him  :  '  I  see  and  admire  your  manner  of  lii- 
ingi  youi  gMxi  warm  housrs,  yonr  eiteniiva  GsMsirf 
com,  jour  gardens,  your  cawa,  oxen,  wark  hotsM, 
wsgons,  and  a  thonsant)  machiDrs  that  I  kaow  ael 
the  use  of.  1  eee  that  jou  are  abld  to  dolbe  jMn- 
■elvei,  even  from  vreedi  and  graas.  In  abort,  yoa  na 
do  alnoal  what  VDU  please.  ¥oa  wbitea  poaaeas  the 
power  of  subduing  slniaat  every  aDimal  to  yonr  nat. 
But,  after  ibis  acLnowledgniBDl,  on  his  put,  of  oar 
aopenor  skill  in  the  vsrioue  irie,  and  tbia  oandid  ax- 
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■n  inrronndeii  by  iUtm.  ETery  thinK  sbont  you  ii 
in  ehiJDi;  lod  yon  M.rt  ilaTci  youn«l<«.  I  feir,  if  I 
^ootd  ctiinge  my  punniu  for  yoon,  I  ibaold  baci>ina 
ifldc.  Talk  to  my  torn;  peiliapi  thay  miy  be  pn- 
nidtd  to  adapt  your  InbiaDi,  or  at  Isait  to  raconi' 
nMDil  tbem  to  Ibeii  lani  ;  but,  far  tajtlf,  I  wat  born 
free,  and  wwh  to  die  frea  !  I  am  perfectly  conteol 
villi  my  conditioD.  Tbe  foreita  and  riven  aappiy  all 
lk»  want*  of  nature  in  plenty  -,  and  there  it  no  lack 
af  white  people  to  purchata  the  prodact*  of  oar  labor.' " 

Such,  said  Mr.  M.,  is  said  to  be  the  langUKge, 
■ocb  tbr  lEQtimeDts  of  the  India na  seneTBlly.  And 
vbtt  ■  commeDlary  is  ihia  upon  the  speculatioDa 
oflhe  tbeoriat!  apon  bim  whose  fanciM  notiona 
gJTE  direction  to  all  his  actioDEl  What  a  lesson 
to  tb«^proDd  preMimptUQa  iilan  vrho  never  ttrinkt 
ofdotDg  good  to  tbomrads  aitd  tens  of  thoiuaiida 
ofnearer,  and  deatCT,  and  much  nobler  objects 
im mediately  sroDiid  bim,  irtio  aTe  fairly  within 
the  sphere  of  his  aclion,  and  in  need  of  his  artist- 
■Dce,  but  is  eontinwrtly  easting  ahcflil  before  the 
light  breezes-  of  his  own  inordinate  ranjtj,  pre~ 
tendiofflo  Tie  with  bis  Maker  in  aets  of  uniTenal 
beiKToleiice!  YesgofuDtrerBalbenenVlence!  How 
bai  bis  imaginary  castles  been  upset  and  deraol- 
iriked  by  thoee  plain  but  irreuslible  and  telf-evid^i 
tmibs  wbieti  liare  imllen  from  the  lipe  of  an  In- 
dian! 

When  the  fareats  no  loDfcer  aboond  in  ^ne. 
not  tbe  riren  with  &A,  in  stifflcient  quantities  for 
the  lastetaanee  and  support  of  the  Indian,  be  will 
abandon  tbe  life  of  tbe  hunter  for  that  of  the  ag- 
rienltnrist,  and  not  before.  As  Ion;  aa  fnra  and 
pdlties  are  in  detuand,  and  can  be  bad  by  foUow- 
iDg  the  ehase,  that  long  there  mml,  and  will,  and 
□1^1  to  be,  hnnters;  and  were  it  in  our  power, 
by  forced  measores,  or  otherwise,  to  withdraw  the 
Indian  from  the  recesses  of  the  wilderness,  from 
tbe  patsoita  of  tbe  chase,  and  learn  him  to  become 
B  tiller  of  the  graund,  what  would  be  tbe  conse- 
qacDcel  Would  not  tbe  white  man  become  a 
hnnier  in  bia  sieadi  And  thus  while  with  such 
eager  solicitude  we  urge,  and  press,  and  forcCj  if 
weeoold  force,  tbe  Indians  into  a  slate  of  ciTili- 
zatloD,  do  we  unciTilize,  or,  rather,  savagize,  an 
e<pMt  number  of  our  own  citizens.  Would  not 
Ibis  be  the  ineritable  result?  No  one,  it  is  pre- 
iiiined,  will,  or  can,  deny  the  fact.  And  ia  it  not 
a  bet  worthy  onr  most  serious  consideration  7  I 
candidly  acknowledf^,  that,  for  my  own  part,  I 
hare  no  great  partiality  for  saeh  a  change,  or 
tatber  for  aueh  an  eichange,  e»eii  were  it  in  our 
power  to  aceomplish  it. 

Bat  i  am  persaaded  that  the'tJirilitatioa  of  the 
Indians,  if  eSected  at  all,  is  lo  be  the  work  not 
oaly  of  time,  bat  of  necessity.  Yes,  sir,  of  sheer, 
of  stern  neceaaity.  Slowly  progreattivein  its  march, 
and  by  degrees  almost  imperceptible,  it  will,  witb- 
in  the  time,  and  to  such  extent  as  their  great  and 
good  ffirit  shall  direct,  come  to  pass. 

Let  Qs  be  careful  to  throw  no  obstacles  in  the 
way.  On  tbe  contrary,  let  us  set  them  a  bright 
ezoaiple,  and  that  example  will  have  its  attrac- 
tions. We  are  much  tbe  strongest  party ;  there- 
fore, let  juatice,  peace,  ud  mercy,  towards  them, 


be  our  motto.  It  is  our  duty  to  treat  them  with 
humanity  and  tenderness,  and  not  to  abuse  the 
power  we  possess,  by  wieldinr  it  to  their  injury 
and  destruction.  And,  sir,  it  we  go  beyond  this, 
if  we  must  and  wilt  draw  upon  onr  country's 
Treasury  to  help  them  on,  let  it  only  be  done 
when  there  is  at  least  a  reasonable  prospect  of 
attaining  tbe  great  object  we  bSTe  in  view. 

Much  of  the  treasure  of  this  people  has  already 
been  wasted  in  vain  and  futile  attempts  to  civilize 
tbe  Indians.  I  say  wasted,  because  its  application 
has  bad  no  sood  effect  upon  them,  and  has  sub- 
served no  other  pnrpoBe,  except  to  nil  the  pockets 
of  a  few  faTored  individuaia,  who  are  interested 
in  deceiving  us  and  all  of  whom  now  unite  in 
one  general  cry  for  more  money — more  money — 
give  us  more  money,  and  the  public  land,  and  the 
good  work  sball  be  done!  Not  that  any  good  is 
Fikely  to  be  done  so  as  to  be  discemable  to  those 
who  lire  in  our  day,  and  generation.  Oh  no! 
Bat  perhaps  some  small  traces  of  the  good  effeeta 
of  our  honest  end  disinte rested  eflbrts  may  be 
risible  to  those  of  our  posterity  a  few  centories 
hence,  who  delight  so  mneh  in  looking  back 
throngb  the  dark  mists,  and  shadows,  as  they  are 
closing  behind  them — throogfa  the  twilight  of  un- 
certainty, for  the  purpose  of  descrying,  and  of  con- 
templating the  virtues  and  the  generosity  of  their 
ancestors;  and  of  profiling,  as  indiridaals  of  a 
similar  cast  always  have  done,  as  tbey  now  do, 
and  always  wilt  do — very  little  by  any  good  ex- 
ample. 

Haw  various  are  tbe  pursuits  of  various  men. 
One  man  is  engaged,  deeply  and  ardently  engaged, 

contemplating  the  scenes  which  bavelong  since 
goneby,andDTerwhicb  Time, bald-paled  Time!  is 
aboot  to  throw,  or  perhaps  has  already  thrown, 
his  impenetrable  mantle,  for  the  purpose  of  hiding 
those  scenes  forever  from  the  view  of  mortals. 

Another  devotes  his  whole  life  most  earnestly 
and  zealoQsly  to  the  siady  of  some  plan,  or  scheme, 
ir  project,  by  which  he  fondly  hopes  to  add  very 
;te9tly  to  the  fntore  stock  of  human  happiness,  of 
inman  grandeur,  and  of  human  glory,  and  thereby 
oproeure  for  bimselfa  name  immortal.  While,  on 
tbe  other  hand,  such  men  as  myself,  limited,  ex- 
tremely limited  no  doubt  in  their  views,  and  fully 
sensible  of  their  own  weakness,  without  looking 
qattesomneh  at  thepast,orpreiendingto  form  any 
very  extensive  plana  for  the  future,  confine  their 
bunihle  and  feeble  exertions  principally  to  that, 
which,  in  their  opinion,  will  redound  most  to  the 
honor  and  interest  of  their  compeers  -  ef^ecrally  of 
those  upon  whom  their  acts  are  to  have  an  immedi- 
ate, ana  certain  efieet — returning  thanks  occasion- 
ally, to  he  sure,  for  the  good  with  which  their  ao- 
cestora  were  blessed,  and  praying  for  the  good  of 
posterity,  but,  without  once  losing  sight  oT  what 
they  consider  a  great,  a  paramount,  and  an  indis- 
pensable duly,  which  they  owe  to  the  present 
generation. 

Such  men  as  these,  Mr.  Speaker,  will  necexsarily 
inquire  of  you,  how  do  we  raise  the  revenue  out . 
of  which  inis  civilizing  cash  is  to  be  furnished  ? 
Tbey  will  nnt  forget,  that  it  is  raised  in  part  by 
an  indirect  tax  upon  articles  of  the  very  flrat  oe- 


DigmzcdbyGoOglC 


HISTORY  OF  0ONGRB88. 


H.  OF  R. 


MiT,  1822, 


cCEsitf ;  and  in  pari  by  (Bxiog  ihoee  articles  from  | 
the  use  of  wbich  our  citizens  derive  a.  very  coo-  | 
■iderable  portion  of  all  Iheir  comforti,  and  of  all : 
their  eujoycnenta ;  thai  il  is  a  tax  upon  article.-i  of  , 
necessary  coosumption,  a  matter  of  very  doubtful 
policy  at  any  time.  For,  in  proporlioQ  to  the  io- 
crease  of  such  a  lax,  do  we  depress  our  own  pro- 
ductive  citizens,  aaii  dir^courage  and  check  the  in- 
cteasiag  population  of  our  own  country.  Yes,  of 
OUT  own  country !  endearing  name,  but  always  lost 
si^Iit  of  when  we  are  chasing  a  shadow,  or  pur- 
suing a  phantom,  from  which  do  good  is  to  be 
realized.  He  that  will  not  provide  for  his  own 
household,  is  said,  b^  the  highesl  authority,  to  be 
worse  than  an  inadel.  We  have  a  numerous 
household,  consisting  of  nearly  ten  millions  of 
souls,  for  whoni^  if  we  do  nol  provide,  let  us  not 
deprive  them  of  the  means  which  they  ate  indus- 
triously striving  to  provide  for  themselves. 

The  citizen  of  this  Republic  who  rears  a  nu- 
merous family  in  decency,  were  he  to  sit  down 
uid  calculate  the  amount  of  tales  annually  paid 
by  him  upon  the  articles  of  sugar,  molasse.'^,  tea, 
cofiee,  pepper,  spices,  muslins,  calicoeiij cloths,  and 
so  on — an  endless  list — would  be  lost  id  astonish- 
inent.    Yes,  he  would  be  lost  in  astonishment. 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  represent  a  mag- 
nanimous  and  a  generous  people.  Of  taxes  they 
will  not  complain  if  imposed  for  humane,  and  be- 
nevolent, and  useful  purposes,  and  applieo  accord- 
ingly. But  we  are  deceiving  ourselves,  and  the 
people  are  deceived,  in  supposing  that  we  promote 
the  cause  of  humanity,  ot  add  any  real  substantial 
benefit  to  the  Indians  by  this  idle  application  of 
onr  money— this  wanton  waste  of  the  nation's  trea- 
sure. A  word  or  two  in  relation  to  those  lodians 
who  are  dispersed  and  scattered  over  that  vast  re- 

Sion  of  wilderness  beyond  the  borders  of  out  set- 
emenls.  And  here  I  do  not  mean  to  travel  with 
you  upon  the  waters  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  or  along 
the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  Nor  do  I  intend  at  pres- 
ent to  run  across  the  path  of  my  honorable  and 
highly  respected  friend  from  Virginia,  by  disturb- 
ing his  inlanl  colony  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colum- 
bia ;  though  I  may  hereafter  stand  at  his  back, 
when  it  snail  become  necessary  to  support  him  in 
opposition  to  the  Emperor  Alexander.  But,  con- 
fining myself  to  the  Indians  on  this  side  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains — what  do  they  think  of  our 
c iviiizinesy stems  1  Let  them  answer  for  them- 
selves. The  words  of  a  principal  chief  of  the 
Fox  tribes,  as  related  by  Mr.  Sibley,  wilt  show  you 
their  aversion  to  our  laws,  and  the  repugnance 
tbey  feel  to  what  we  call  civilization.  "The 
<  Great  Spirit  (said  Wah-ha-Io)  put  the  Indians  on 
'  the  earth  to  hunt,  and  to  gain  a  living  in  the  wil- 
'  derness;  and  I  always  find,  that  when  any  of  our 
'  people  depart  from  this  mode  of  life,  by  ailempt- 
'  ing  to  read  and  write,  and  live  like  the  white 
'people  do,  the  Great  Spirit  is  displeased  with 
'  inem,  and  they  soon  die.*"    Here  we  discover 

■  The  uldrew  of  the  Iniliin  chiefs  la  tha  Preiident, 
doling  the  present  *e»ion  of  Coapett,  'u  well  known 
to  coDt«in  umllar  Kntimeiil* ;  the;  could  nol  think  of 
brniibif  tbeir  bands  bj  labor. 


that  submission  to  laws,  however  mild  and  equit- 
able in  their  provisions,  is,  in  their  estimation,  the 
most  intolerabloi  bond  age.  The  various  cords  and 
linlfs  by  which,  under  the  social  compact,  all  civil- 
ized societies  are  united,  they  look  upon  as  so 
many  galling  chains,  as  the  very  badges  of  slavery, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  eodureo.  These  wild,bat 
proud  and  lofty  spirits,  indignantly  spurn  what 
tbey  are  led  to  consider  a  dull  and  ponderous  load. 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  know  not  how  to  hold  the  mirror 
up  to  nature.  But  little  of  my  time  has  been  de- 
voted to  the  study  of  her  laws.  I  cannot  pretend 
to  say,  whether,  in  the  organization  and  constmc- 
tion  of  the  interior  man,  there  is  so  great  a  diSer- 
ence  that  the  white  and  red  man  cannot  bebrou^t 
to  think  and  act  alike,  under  similar  circumstaDKi. 
But,  I  willsay,  that  sil  our  attempts  to  make  ihein 
think  and  act  alike  under  circumstaaces  so  dissim- 
ilar, is  not  only  rain,  but,  if  I  may  be  pardoned  for 
the  expression,  it  is  in  my  opinion  an  exceeding 
foUy,  if  not  presumption. 
There  are  certain  animals  which,  in  their  eite- 
iT  appearance,  bear  as  strong  a  reEemblanee  to 
ch  other  as  does  the  white  man  and  the  Indian, 
and  yet,  by  natnre,  they  are  wholly  irreconcilaUe. 
Not  to  mention  certain  quadrupeds  of  thisdesctip- 
I,  I  will  barely  point  to  some  of  the  feathered 
tribes.  The  wild  duck  for  instance — how  soon  it 
dives  to  hide  from  you.  The  partridge  concctls 
itself  while  the  shal  is  yet  upon  its  head.  fio< 
especially  the  turkey.  Do  we  not  seevhit 
...  .  jrj  properly  call  the  wild  turkey,oftenbrouglii 
into  lite  hy,  and  raised  with,  those  of  the  domestic 
breed,  without  having  seen  one  of  its  own  kind? 
And  yet,  we  fiad  that,  as  soon  as  it  arrives  at  suf- 
ficient strength  and  maturity,  scorning  the  ban- 
yard,  though  strewed  with  abundance,  it  learrs 
the  roo^t  of  its  companions,  and,  bounding  ilaft, 
it  perches  on  the  top  of  some  distant,  towering, 
tree — on  the  branches  of  iheproudest  monarch  of 
the  forest  wilbin  its  reach.  This  is  repealed  again 
and  again.  Wandering  from  the  aide  of  the  gen- 
tle brood,  he  strolls  in  pursuit  of  other  objects, 
which,  though  he  has  never  seen,  he  is,  ^  the 
irresistible  force  of  nature,  led  to  beliere  do  some- 
where exist.  With  desire  keen  and  strong,  bt 
seeks,  and,  if  successful,  he  bids  farewell,  a  long 
farewell,  to  all  his  old  companions,  and  reiurni  to 
them  no  more.  And  thus  it  is  that  whole  broodi 
have,  from  time  to  time,  been  brought  into  life  and 
raised  up  on  the  farm,  and  have  as  invariably  dis- 
sppeared.  Where  arc  they  now  to  be  found  1 
Though  I  will  not  indulge  in  the  afflicting  belief 
that  such  a  destiny  as  this  does  really  await  oui  red 
brethren,  yet  t  do  most  sincerely  bdiere  that  such 
is  the  barrier  which  nature  interposes  between  the 
two  people,  together  with  the  powerful  force  of 
habit  operating  upon  them,  that  all  our  attempts 
to  civilize  those  Indians,  who  are  dispersed  and 
scattered  in  the  wilderness,  will  be  fruitless  and 
unavailing.  And,  therefore,  in  plain  and  com- 
mon language,  I  do  most  respectfully  give  it  as 
my  humble  opinion  that  we  had  much  better  mind 
our  own  business  ;  yes,  we  had  much  better  luiad 
our  own  business.  And  equally  vain  will  be  all 
our  attempts  to  civilize  those  within  the  ialerioi 
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of  our  country,  and  surrounded  by  our  set  lie  men  ts, 
unless  we  first  remove  certain  artificial  obstacles 
which  we  must  see,  aud  perhaps  can  remove.  I 
meao,  that  ne  must  radically  cnange  our  present 
system  of  policy — the  political  relations  existing 
belveen  them  and  us.  We  may  educate  tbem, 
insimct  them  in  agricultural  and  mechanic  arts, 
furaiih  (bem  wilb  the  im^emeuts  of  husbandry, 
and  Uy  to  cooTert  ihein  to  Cbiislianity ;  and,  after 
all,  udIess  we  secure  to  them  the  benefit  and  pro- 
tection of  our  laws  and  municipal  regulations,  and 
IB  this  way  ingraft  tbem,  liife  so  many  twigs,  upon 
the  italk,  or  upon  the  branches  of  the  stalE  of  the 
Republic,  all  out  efforts  will  be  without  effect. 

If  the  States,  respeciiTcly,  in  which  the  small 
tribes  or  remnant  of  tribes  remain,  will  not  con- 
sent to  the  remoTal  of  these  artificial  obstacles,  and 
nifer  our  civilizing  experiments  to  be  fairly  made, 
for  one,  I  despair  oT  success ;  and,  abandoning  all 
our  projects  as  idle,  and  even  visionary,  I  wilfnol 
vote  my  country's  treasure  to  any  such  purpose. 
Eacoiopassed  around  about  by  such  a  power  as 
this,  what  can  they  do,  while  they  remain,  not  in- 
depeudent  communities,  but  dependent  upon  our 
will,  and  yei  without  the  pale  of  our  laws.  Aliens 
in  their  own  couotry,  they  can  do  nothing;  they 
may  recede,  they  cannot  advance.  If  tliQ  Qovera- 
ment  will  give  them,  individually,  a  just  and  rea- 
Minable  jxirlion  of  their  lands — of  their  respective 
reservaltons,  laid  out  in  its  proper  metes  and 
boundaries,  and  take  them  under  the  jurisdictioo 
and  control  of  the  laws,  eradually  extending  to 
them  such  rights  and  privileges  as  shall  he  reason- 
able, perhaps  something  may  be  done.  Otherwise, 
viewing  all  our  projects  as  a  mere  mockery,  I  am 
prepared  to  give  it  over. 

In  support  of  these  views,  Mr.  M.  said  he  would 
refer  honorable  members  to  the  Inaugural  Address 
of  the  President,  on  the  4th  of  1a!it  March,  and 
also,  to  the  report  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  as 
well  as  ai  the  session  of  1818.  It  is  but  right,  said 
be,  to  give  the  Indians  fair  play.  Encourage  tbem 
to  the  exertion  of  their  own  faculties,  of  their  own 
energies;  but  do  not  impose  heavy  contributions 
upon  our  white  citizens,  from  which  the  Indians 
are,  in  truth,  to  derive  no  profit,  no  advantage  ;  but 
which  goes  to  the  special  and  exclusive  benefit  of 
those  who  caOj  with  the  greatest  facility  and  coo- 
Tenience,  obtam  access  to  your  treasury. 

Mr.  Vakcb  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained  by  the  House^  and  the  pre- 
vious question  being  talten,  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative. The  main  question  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  thereby  excluding  the 
proposed  amendments  of  Mr.  Metcalfe,  was  put 
and  carried. 

SPECIAL  BANK  DEP0SITE8. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  disposal  of  cer- 
tain special  depositea,  was  twice  read ;  and 

Mr.  MiLHOR  moved  that  the  same  be  postponed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  December  next.    The 

rnnd  on  which  be  made  the  motion  was,  that 
did  nut  fully  understand  the  object  and  bearing 
of  the  bill ;  nor  did  he  think  it  was  fully  under- 


stood by  the  House.  He  could  perceive  no  spe- 
cial necessity  for  its  passage  at  this  time:  and  be 
was  unwilling  that  any  bill  of  this  sort  should  go 
through  the  House  without  being  fully  investi- 
gated and  well  understood. 

Mr.  Hardin  remarked,  that  it  was  essentially 
necessary  that  the  bill  should  pass  at  the  present 
session,  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


before  it  was  too  late,  to  make  such  a 


"°<c 


ment  as  should  secure  to  the  United  States  Qie 
aiDouni  of  these  deposiies.  The  bill  forbids  any 
disposition  of  those  funds  at  a  rate  lower  than  par. 
Of  course  the  interest  of  the  United  States  was 
perfectly  safe.  Besides,  it  was  all  to  be  done  tin- 
der the  cognizance,  and  with  the  approbation,  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales.  What  harm, 
then,  could  fiow  from  this  bill?  On  the  othet 
hand,  if  it  did  not  pass,  Mr.  H.  said,  and  the  char- 
ters of  the  banks  indebted  to  the  United  States 
should  be  taken  away  before  the  debt  was  secured, 
the  whole  amount  would  be  inevitably  lost.  He 
bad  no  doubt  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  directors,  in  all  these  States,  to  secure  the 
United  States,  if  they  could  do  soj  because  he 
would  not  doubt  but  there  was  honestyf^ough  in 
the  West  to  do  this,  if  an  opportunity  was  ofiered. 
But  delay  might  be  fatal,  and  be  hoped,  therefore, 
the  bill  woQid  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Mr.  Cook  commenced  some  remarks,  by  ob- 
serving that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  waa 
wrong  in  bis  premises,  when  he  assumed  that  the 
debts  due  by  these  banks  were  in  the  nature  of 
special  deposites  in  their  vaults,  0/  such  special 
deposites,  the  proportion  was  very  small.  It  was 
dents  due  by  tnese  banks^  and  not  special  depos- 
ites, which  was  the  subject  of  this  Dill.  In  the 
case  of  the  Bank  of  St.  l^ouis,  of  the  $152,000  due 
by  that  bank,  no  part  was  special  deposile.  It 
was  a  deposite  of  money  in  that  bank,  which, 
from  the  unfortunate  management  of  its  affairs, 
or  rather  from  the  unfortunate  situation  of  the 
affairs  of  that  part  of  the  country,  became  unable 
to  pav  it.  Mr.  C.  took  a  review  of  the  manner  in 
wbicQ  these  debts  by  the  banks  had  arisen.  Per- 
manent deposites  in  certain  of  these  banks,  which 
Mr.  C.  enumerated,  bad  been  made  in  consequence 
of  stipulations  with  the  Treasury.  They  were 
authorized  to  receive  the  public  moneys  in  their 
banks,  and  were  required  to  make  transmissions 
of  it  to  such  points  as  the  Governmeui  might 
wish.  The  special  deposite  must  be  of  very  lim- 
ited amount,  because,  in  1816,  a  resolution  passed 
forbidding  the  receipt  of  any  paper  in  payment  on 
public  account  which  could  not  be  cashed  at  sight, 
&.C.  The  deposites,  then,  had  been  cash,  or  paper 
of  value  equivalent  to  specie,  and  the  banks  are 
bound  to  pay  the  same  to  the  Oovemment.  This 
bill  ought  not  to  pass  in  its  present  shape  for  va- 
rious reasons,  one  of  which  was,  that  it  authorized 
an  indulgence  to  the  banks  on  their  securing  the 
principal  of  their  debt,  thus  giving  up  the  interest 
altogether,  This  bill,  besides,  was  unnecessary 
in  any  view,  if  the  course  heretofore  pursued  had 
been  a  proper  one.  The  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, who  had  draughted  this  bill  asking  permis- 
sion to  make  arrangements  for  securing  the  future 
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payment  of  this  money,  had  been  ezercviog  this 
power  since  tbe  year  1818.  With  the  Bank  of 
Steubenville  he  had  made  an  arrangemeai  to  re- 
ceire  payment  of  the  tnoney  due  by  them  io  in- 
statmeats;  and,  in  rezaid  to  the  Bank  of  Vincen- 
nes,  of  the  S16S,000  due  by  that  baok,  the  Secre- 
tary had  received,  in  the  exercise  of  the  Fame 
power,  the  bonds  of  individuals  to  the  amount  of 
forty  or  fifty  tbousand  dollars,  aod  taken  a  n^ort- 
g«ge  on  real  property  to  secure  the  payment  of 
the  remainder.  This  same  bank  loaned  to  the  State 
of  Indiana  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  the  Gor- 
eroor  gave  bonds  for  the  repayment  of  it;  and 
these  bonds  had  heea  iraaskried  to  the  Uoited 
Stales.  The  Governor  of  the  Slate  wan  ready  to 
pay  them  off— but  what  (n  ?  In  the  paper  of  those 
very  banks,  which  is  not  worth  a  faithing,  And 
an  arrrangement  bad  been  authorized  to  lie  made 
with  the  Bank  of  Missouri,  precisely  of  the  sort 
proposed  in  this  bill  to  be  authorized.  Why  briog 
in  a  bill  now  to  give  authority  to  do  a  thing  which 
has  been  done  at  all  times  heretofore  without  that 
authority?  Why  was  the  bill  brought  in,  too,  b^ 
one  committee,  when  the  subject  had  been  speci- 
ally referred  to  another?  These  banks,  Mr.  C. 
further  v>scrved,  were,  many  of  them,  earnestly 
desirous  to  pay  these  debts.  The  Baok  of  Ed- 
-wardsville  was  anxious  to  pay  its  debts,  and  was 
taking  efficient  means  to  pay  it,  having  set  apart 
double  the  amount  of  good  and  solvent  paper  to 
meet  it 

[The  Speaker  had  more  than  once  observed, 
that  debate  on  the  main  question  was  not  in  order 
on  a  question  of  postponement,  aad.  submitting 
to  this  iotimation,  Mr.  Cook  here  closed  his  te- 
marks.] 

Mr.  Taylor  then  mojed  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
tabic  J  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  THE  Umited  STiTEB,  by  Mr.  Gouverneur,  his 
Secretary,  who,  by  command  of  the  President, 
returned  to  the  House  the  enrolled  bill  passed  by 
the  two  Houses,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  preserva 
tioD  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  Road,"  pre- 
sented to  the  President  for  his  approbation  aod 
signature  on  this  day,  to  which  bill  the  President, 
having  made  objections  io  writing,  the  same  were 
also  delivered  in  by  the  said  Secretary  at  the 
Speaker's  table;  who  thereupon  withdxew. 

The  said  objections  were  tead,  aod  are  as  fol- 
lows; 
To  Ike  Saute  of  SeprttttUaiive*  of  the  Vailed  Staia  ■• 

Having  duly  eoiuaitrei  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  tha  prMervuion  and  rcpiir  of  tli«  CaiabarUiid 
Bold,"  it  if  with  deep  regret,  appronn^.  as  I  dv,  the 
|wUc;,  that  I  am  compelled  to  object  to  its  pis»ge, 
and  to  rBtoin  the  bill  to  the  Houte  of  Raptewutative*, 
ID  which  it  originated,  undEi  a  cooTictioa  that  Con- 
greai  do  not  poueu  the  power,  under  the  Constitu- 
lioD,  to  pau  luch  a  lav. 

A  potiir  to  estebliah  turnpike ■,  with  gate*  aod  tolli, 
and  to  enforce  the  collection  of  lolli  by  penalties,  im- 
plies e  power  to  adupt  and  execute  a  complete  fyslem 
of  iDlemal  improvement.     A  right  to  impDH  duties 


the  right  to  talte  the  Isnd  from  the  proprietor,  oi 
valuation,  and  to  pass  lan'i  Tor  the  proleclino  of  the 
road  from  injurie* ;  and,  if  it  eiist  •■  to  one  rud,  it 
etista  aa  to  any  other,  and  to  is  many  rotdf  u  Cop- 
grass  may  think  proper  to  eatablish.  A  right  la  legk- 
late  for  one  af  these  pnrpOBee  is  a  right  to  legislateiir 
the  othcra.  It  ie  a  eonplete  right  ef  JarisdictieD  ud 
■oteteignty,  ht  ail  the  poipoaai  of  iatamal  ioipnm- 
ment,  aod  not  merely  the  ri^  of  applying  oiihm?, 
under  the  power  veaud  in  Congnai  to  nAeippow 
priationi,  uadet  which  power,  with  the  ooMeRl  of  Ike 
Statci  Ibroagh  which  tbii  road  paaasi,  the  work  Ufa 
originaJI;  commenced,  and  baa  been  ta  far  ciecglad. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  Congress  da  act  possta  ihit 
power ;  that  the  States,  individually,  caanot  gnnl  it; 
for.  although  they  may  isunt  to  the  approptialion  d 
money  within  tbcir  limits  fbi  Eucb  potpoies,  they  on 
giant  no  power  of  juriaJiction  or  eoTereigaty  by  ifs* 
eial  compact*  with  the  Uailed  Stales.  This  powci 
can  be  graated  only  by  in  amendment  to  the  Comli- 
tnlion,  and  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  it. 

If  the  power  exist,  it  niust  be,  either  beeiois  it  iti 
been  speeiScallj  granted  to  the  United  Slates,  or  thai 
it  is  incidental  to  some  power  which  ha*  been  specit- 
cally  granted.  If  we  examiae  the  apecifii:  gneu  ef 
powor,  we  do  not  find  it  among  tbem ;  nor  ii  it  inci- 
dental   to   any   power   wfaich   has    been  tpedfcally 

It  baa  Dovor  been  eonlended  that  the  power  mi 
spedfleally  gnoted.  It  is  claimed  only  as  beini  i«i. 
dantal  to  aoisa  one  or  more  of  the  powers  whiiii  m 
■pecificallj  granted.  The  fbUowing  are  the  poen 
from  which  it  ie  said  to  ha  derived : 

lei.  Frem  the  right  U  eatahliah  poet  affleei  taJ 
post  Toede.  3d.  From  the  right  to  declaie  war.  3d. 
To  regulate  commerce.  4th.  To  pay  the  dsbU  lOJ 
provide  for  the  coannoa  defence  and  ganeril  wri&n. 
Dth.  From  the  power  to  make  all  laws  neesanry  uui 
proper  for  csriying  into  execution  all  the  powen  nrid 
by  the  Uonitltulion  in  the  Govemnenl  of  the  Uuiud 
Stales,  or  la  any  department  or  offiear  IhereeC  6th, 
and  liitly.  From  tbe  powv  to  dispose  of,  end  make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  Uni- 
toT7  and  other  property  of  the  United  Slates. 

According  to  niy  judgment,  it  cannot  be  deiind 
from  either  of  those  powers,  nor  from  all  of  diem  uai- 
tcd,  and  in  conseqaeoce  it  does  not  exist 

Having  stated  my  objections  to  the  bill,  I  ihoaU 
now  cheeifully  communicate  at  large  tha  reaioai  on 
which  thev  are  fonndeJ,  if  I  bad  time  to  rsdnce  lliem 
to  sQch  form  aa  to  include  them  in  this  paper.  Tbe 
advanctd  stage  of  tbe  session  renders  that  impMiible. 
Having,  at  the  commencement  of  my  service  in  Ibii 
high  tmst,  eonaidered  it  a  duly  to  express  the  opiaiop, 
that  the  United  State*  do  not  poseess  the  power  io 
qaeslion,  and  Io  auggaal,  lor  the  cooadrration  of  Coo- 
gresa,  tbe  pnopriely  of  reeomme&diag  to  the  Stales  la 
amendment  to  the  Conatitution,  to  vest  the  paw«i  ia 
tbe  United  Stales,  my  attention  has  been  often  dravn 
to  tba  lubject  since,  in  oonaequtace  whereof  I  bin 
occaatonaJly  committed  my  ■etilimests  Io  paper  it- 
specting  it.  The  form  nhicb  this  expoailion  hu  <*• 
sumed,  ia  not  such  as  1  should  have  given  it  bid  il 
bean  intended  for  rongrcag,  nor  is  il  coaduded.  Ne>- 
ertfaeleaa,  u  it  ontaina  my  views  on  tfaia  lUbject, 
being  one  which  1  deem  ofveiy  high  importaDCe,  tad 
which,  in  man' of  its  bearingB,bas  now  beoome  ptcii- 
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lUdj  Drgant,  I  will  camnDDioata  it  to  Congnn,  if 
in  nj  power,  in  the  waru  or  the  d»,  or  eciUinlj  on 
UoaaijnciL  JAMES  MONROE. 

WiiiiHSToi,  ifsy  4,  leiS. 

Mr.  Tati.08  moTed  that  the  Me«Hge,  and  the 
bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  which  wu  carried — 

■rnas. 

fSttpoil.ftgt  ISOS,  for  tbii  EipOMtion.] 
REUEF  BILLS. 

The  Honse  thrn  resolved  itself  iato  s  Comniil- 
tee  of  ihe  Whole  on  ft  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josbua 
Beoaet;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  pro- 
ppsed  thereto,  (he  Committee  reported  the  said 
bill  to  Ihe  Houx,  BOd  the  same  was  ordered  to  be 
(Dzroued  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Little,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported  a 
bill  explanatory  of  Ihe  act  for  the  relief  of  sundry 
inhsbiiants  of  Baliiniore,  which  was,  by  geaersi 
BsseDt,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered 
10  be  eaerossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  foUowins  bills  were  read  a  third  time,  and 

E used,  Til:  A  Dili  for  the  relief  ef  William  N. 
irie;  a  bill  for  (he  relief  of  Charles  A.  Swear- 
ingen ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Edward 
McCarty,  deceased ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solo- 
mon Prcvost ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep.- 
mentatiTes  of  John  Girault;  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Byers ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Qathrie,  deceased  :  a  bill 
for  ibe  Rlief  of  Anthony  Kennedy ;  and  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Bally  Vance. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  ComtniEtee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  vesting  in  the  commissioners  of 
ihe  counties  of  Wood  and  Sandusky,-  their  right 
to  certain  lots  in  the  town  of  Perrysborg  and 
Croghansville,  ia  the  State  of  Ohio,  end  for 
other  purposes ;  a  bill  for  (be  relief  of  Samuel 
Ewioi^ ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Doo- 
ley;  and,  after  sundry  amendmeais  made  thereto, 
the  said  billa  were  reported  to  the  House.  The 
reports  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  eon- 
cnrred  ia  respectively,  and  the  wd  billx  were  seT- 
erally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
By  general  assent  of  tbe  House,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duty 
on  goodn  imported  into  Caslioe,  was  taken  up ; 
and,  after  observations  thereon  by  Messrs.  Smith, 
of  Marylapd,  Cocke,  Williambon,  and  Ton- 
Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the 
table  J  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  66. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rochester,  (it  being  four 
o'clock,)  a  recess  of  the  House,  until  six  o'clock, 
was  ordered. 

Evening  Siii(t>g—Sia  o'doek. 
Ur.  Sawyer  moved  for  tbe  consideration  of  a 
resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  him,  relative  to 
an  earlier  meetmg  of  the  next  seasion  of  Coogreffi, 
than  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  but  it  was  deci- 
ded lo  be  not  in  order. 

On  motioD  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  House  then  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
(he  bill  requiring  Surveyors  Gleneral  to  give  bond 
and  security  for  the  faithful  disbursement  of  pub- 
•lic  money,  and  to  limit  (heir  yam  of  office.  The 
blankaharing  been  filled,  and  (be  tnllgoneihioiigh 


was  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  (bird  reading. 

Engrossed  bills  of  (he  following  titles;  An  att 
to  incorporate  ihe  inhabitants  of  Georgetown,  and 
to  repeal  all  other  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that 
purpose ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Witliaic  Dooley  { 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Cnite;  and  An  act 
for  (he  relief  of  Samuel  Ewings;  were  seversUy 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  bill  for  Ihe  relief  ot  Robert  Purdy,  haTiDg 
been  read  a  third  time,  after  some  remarks  by  Mr. 
Mattockb  against  it,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlok, 
was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr-  Wriobt  said  he  voted  in  (he  majorhy  in 
order  to  obtain  the  opportunity  of  moving  (o  re- 
consider the  vo(e,  wnich  he  therefore  did,  and 
made  a  speech  upon  the  subject,  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Taylor  called  for  the  previous  question, 
which  was  sustained  by  (be  House — yeas  57,  nats 
42;  and  the  main  question,  to  reconsider  (be  bill, 
being  mated,  Mr.  Baldwin  called  for  the  yeas  a&d 
nays  on  the  main  question,  but  the  House  did  BOI 
sustain  the  call. 

The  main  question  was  put.  Will  the  House  re- 
consider the  vote  just  passed?  And  it  was  deci- 
ded in  the  negative — yeas  5S,  nays  74.  So  (be 
bill  lies  upon  (he  Uble. 

The  bill  from  (he  Senate,  entitled  "An  ac(  (o 
continue  in  force  "An  act  declaring  the  consent  ()f 
Congress  to  acis  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
authorizing  the  City  Council  of  Charleston  (o  im- 
pose and  collect  a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels 
from  foreign  ports;  and  to  acts  of  the  Stale  of 
ClefMrgia,  authorizing  (he  impositioQ  and  eollec- 
(ion  of  a  duty  on  uie  tonnage  of  veesels  in  tbe 
porta  of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's,  was  read  (he 
third  time,  and  pasGed. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  to  -nit: 
An  act  to  repeal  part  of  an  act  pasiwd  by  the  Stale 
of  Maryland  in  the  year  1784,  and  now  in  force 
in  C^eorgelown,  in  the  District  of  Ctdumbia,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  an  addition  to  Qeorcetown,  ia 
Montgomery  county  j"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Pellet;  An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  tbe  legal  repres(»>- 
tatives  of  Marie  Therese;  An  act  for  ibe  benefit 
of  Reuben  Hickman  and  Fielding  Hickman;  An 
act  (o  authorize  tbe  issuing  of  letters  patent  to 
Joshua  Garsed;  An  act  explanatory  of  an  act  fo* 
(herelief  of  sundry  citizens  of  BaUimore;  An  aM 
for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Bennett;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commi((ee  df 
the  Whole  on  a  bill  to  incorporate  tbe  United 
States  Naval  Fraternal  Association ;  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Amos  Muzzy  and  Benjamin  White; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Post,  and  Farley  Pul- 
ler; and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mattesonj 
after  certain  amendments  (o  the  first  named  bilL 
the  same  were  reported  to  the  Houfe,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  except  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States'  Fraternal  Association,  which  bill,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Hardin,  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  (be 
table— ayes  66. 
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[The  fprouail  of  objeciion  was  against  the  exer- 
«ue  of  tue  general  power  of  JDCorporHlion  which 
it  proposes.] 

The  House  then  resolred  itself  into  a  Commit- 
«ee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ed- 
ward Kinsey  aod  William  Sinilie ;  a  bill  coDcem- 
Ang  certain  invalid  peosioncts;  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James  Brisban  and  Jonah  Lewis;  and  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Thompson;  and  after 
.some  ameodiaent  thereto  had  been  adopted,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  aaid  bills  to  the 
House,  where  the  same  were  respectirely  read  and 
concurred  in,  and  they  were  severally  ordered  lo 
be  engrossed. 

Engrossed  bitls  of  the  followiog  titles,  y'a:  An 
act  requirjng  surveyors  general  to  give  trand  and 
Mcarity  for  the  faithful  disburEement  of  public 
moner,  and  limit  their  term  of  office;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Amos  Muzzy  and  Benjamiu  White ; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Kinsey  and  Wil- 
liam Smiley ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Thompson ;  An  act  for  the  felief  of  John  Post 
and  Farley  Fuller ;  and  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
John  Maiteson ;  were  severally  read  the  third 
lime,Jind  passed. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole,  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Clement  B.  Peo- 
rose ;  a  bill  confirming  the  claims  to  certain  lots 
in  the  town  of  Mobile  and  land  claims  in  Florida; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  Berzat,  widow  and 
the  legal  represents  tire  of  the  late  Gabriel  Berzat, 
deceased;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Pierce; 
and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Cadtrell,  and 
James  Britten.  The  said  bills  having  been  gone 
through  with,  were  reported  to  Ibe  House  and 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  &,c.,  ex- 
cept the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Clement  B.  Penrose, 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McCoy,  was  ordered  to 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Camp- 
bell; a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gwynn;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case ;  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  Miller,  John  C.  Elliott,  and  others, 
■ureties  of  John  H.  Alley ;  which  were  gone 
through  with,  reported  without  amendment,  con- 
cnrred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  &c. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  a  bill  lo  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
State  lo  issue  letters  patent  lo  Frederick  S.  War- 
batg,  Richard  Holdeo,  John  Garsed,  and  James 
Qreen;  and  no  amendment  having  been  ordered, 
thereto,  the  Committee  reported  the  same,  and  the 
said  bills  were  ordered  lo  be  CDgrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  following  titles,  viz  :  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Brbfban ;  An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Susan  Berzai,  widow,  and  the  legal 


.._.     .     ._., t  for  the  relief  . 

Peter  Cadwell  and  James  Britten  ;  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  Campbell ;  and,  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  James  Miller,  John  C.  Elliott,  Noah 
Hampton,  James  Erwin,  and  Jonathan  Hampton ; 
were  severally  read  the  third  lime  and  passed. 
The  House  then  went  inio  a  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  How- 
ard, Jr.;  a  bill  forlherelief  of  Joseph  Bainhridge; 
a  resolution  aulhnrtzing  the  delivery  of  cerliici 
rifles  10  Captain  Aikin's  Volunteers;  and  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Benjamin  Desobry;  which,  ifin 
consideration  thereof,  were  reported  U>  the  Home 
without  amendment,  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  ibt 
Whole,  on  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beniamin  Sit 
phenson ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  N. 
Walker,  Joseph  L.  Dultoo,  and  others;  and  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  James  Barron ;  which,  having 
been  gone  throu|^h  with,  were  reported  to  the 
House,  concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  be  engrowd. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Cainmil- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  bill  relinquishing  the  rigbt 
of  the  United  Slates  to  certain  tots  of  land  la  ihe 
town  of  Tuscaloosa;  a  bill  concerning  Abner  L, 
Duncau ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee;  and 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  R.  Maddox;  whicb, 
having  been  gone  through  with,  were  reporird  la 
the  House.  The  bill  concerning  Abner  L.  DtiB- 
can  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table ;  and  ibt 
bills  for  ihe  relief  of  Henry  Lee  and  William  R. 


reading.    The  ()ueslion h-— --o 

the  bill  relinquishing  the  right  and  tille  of  iIk 
United   States  to  certain  lots  of  ground  lo  tlie      ^ 
President  and  Commissioners  of  the  town  of  Tus- 
caloosa, in  Ihe  Stale  of  Alabama,  and  passing  the      | 
same  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  determine  m      | 
the  negative ;  and  so  the  said  bill  was  rejecied.         | 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  ef  the 
Whole,  on  a  bill  authorizing  ihe  payment  of  cet- 
lain  cerliGcalesj  which,  having  been  amended, 
was  reported  to  the  House,  concurred  in,  and  or- 
dered lo  be  engrossed. 

An  additional  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  relation  lo  the  Message  tbis 
day  presented  on  the  subject  of  the  CumKrLaikd 
road,  was  received  ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rou, 
Tas  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

The  engrossed  resolution  lo  authorize  the  de- 
livery of  certain  rifles  promi.<<ed  lo  Captain  Aikin's 
volunteers  at  the  siege  of  Plaitsburg,  after  some 
discussioii,  in  which  Messrs.  Ruea,  Tohukhoh, 
Mallahv,  Little,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Haroih, 
fiuaTis,  and  H-  Nslboh,  took  part,  was  .read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Engrossed  bills  of  the  followiog  titles,  riz:  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Walker,  Joseph  L. 
Dutton,  John  Martin,  Samuel  Peterson,  and  Han- 
nah Peterson  ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamiu 
Stephennon  ;  An  act  for  Ihe  relief  of  Henry  Lee; 
An  act  confirming  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  of 
Mobile,  and  to  land  in  the  former  province  of 
West  Florida,  which  claims  have  been  reported 
favorably  on  by  the  commissioners  appoiaied  by 
the  United  Sutes;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam R. Maddox;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bainhridge;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Green; 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Loudon  Case;  An  act 
concerning  invalid  pensioners;  An  act  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  Stale  to  is^ue  letters  patent  to 
Frederick  S.  Warburg;  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
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Willnm  Owjrnn ;  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beajs- 
miD  Desobry ;  An  act  to  authorize  the  inuiog  of 
letters  patent  to  Richard  Holden  ;  Ao  act  for  the 
relief  of  James  Barrob ;  Ad  hcc  Io  aathorize  the 
isming  of  letters  patent  to  Joshua  Garsed ;  Ad 
act  for  the  relief  of^Stephett  Howard,  junior ;  and, 
An  act  authorizing  the  pftyment  of  ceriaio  cer- 
tificates, were  severally  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

INTERNAL  IMPKOVEMEKT8. 

In  the  eoarw  of  the  day,  the  followiag  Mesuge 

was  received  from  the  Pbebidekt  op  the  United 

Te  the  Hmue  of  Sepreiailativti  - 

I  IrantmiE  the  piper,  alludcJ  to  in  the  MauaEce  of 
this  dsy,  on  the  (uhject  of  internal  trnprotemnnts. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

WjLSEiHaTOB,  May  i.  18SS. 


runt  oftht  PrtMent  qfihe  United  Statu  <m  the  nib- 
jtet  of  Iitttrnal  ImpnpemenU. 

It  may  be  presumed  tfasl  ihe  proposition  relat- 
ine  to  internal  improrenienta,  by  roads  and  canals. 
which  has  been  tsevf  ral  times  before  Congress,  will 
be  taken  into  coosidcratioa  again;  either  /or  the 
purpose  of  recommeDdJog  to  the  States  Ihe  adop- 
tion of  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  to  vest 
the  necessarv  power  in  the  Oeneral  Government, 
or  to  carry  tne  system  into  effect,  on  the  principle 
that  the  power  has  already  been  granted.  It  seem.; 
to  be  the  prevailing  opinion  that  great  advantage 
woold  be  derived  from  the  exercise  of  such  a  power 
bjr  Congress.  Respetiliog  the  right,  there  is  much 
diversiljtof  nentimeni.  It  is  of  the  nighest  impor* 
tance  that  this  question  should  be  settled.  If  the 
right  exist,  it  onght  fortht^th  to  be  exercised ;  if 
it  does  not  exist,  surely  ihose  who  are  friends  to 
the  power  ought  to  unite  in  recommend  log  an 
amendment  to  Ibe  Constitution  to  obtain  it.  Ipro- 
pose  to  examine  tbis  question. 

The  inquiry,  confined  to  its  proper  objects,  and 
within  the  most  limited  scale,  is  extensive.  Our 
Government  is  unliice  other  Governments,  both  in 
its  ori^n  and  form.  In  analyzing  it,  the  differ- 
ence* m  certain  respects  between  it  and  those  of 
other  nations,  ancient  and  modern,  necessarily 
come  into  view.  I  propose  to  notice  these  differ- 
ences, M>  far  as  they  are  connected  with  the  object 
of  inquiry  and  the  consequences  likely  to  result 
&om  them,  varying  in  equal  degree  from  (hose 
which  have  attended  other  Qovernments.  The 
digression  (if  it  may  be  so  called)  will  in  every 
instance  be  short,  and  the  transition  to  the  main 
object  immediate  and  direct. 

To  do  justice  to  the  subject,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  mount  to  the  source  of  power  in  these  Slates, 
and  to  pniBue  Ibis  power  in  its  gradations  and  dis- 
tribution among  the  several  departments  in  which 
it  is  now  vested.  The  great  division  is  between 
the  State  governments  and  the  General  Govern- 
menL  If  there  was  a  perfect  accord  in  every 
instance  as  to  the  preci:<e  extent  of  the  powers 

S anted  to  the  General  Government,  we  should 
en  tuiDw  with  equal  certainty  whet  were  the 


powers  which  remained  to  the  Slate  l , 

since  it  would  follow,  that  those  which  were  not 
granted  to  the  one  would  remain  to  the  other. 
But  it  is  on  this  point,  and  particularly  respecting 
ihe  construction  of  these  powers  and  their  inei' 
dents,  that  a  difference  of  opinion  exists;  and  hence 
il  is  necessary  to  trace  distmetly  the  origin  of  each 
government,  the  purposes  intended  by  it,  end  the 
means  adopted  to  accomplish  them.  By  having 
the  interior  of  both  governments  fully  before  us, 
we  shall  have  all  the  means  which  can  be  afforded 
to  enable  us  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  en- 
dowments  of  each. 

Before  the  Revolution,  the  present  States  (then 
colonies)  were  separate  communiiien, anconnected 
with  each  other,  except  in  ihetr  common  relation 
to  Ihe  Crown.  Their  governments  were  institut- 
ed by  ^ants  from  the  Crown,  which  operated, 
according  to  the  conditions  of  each  granlj  in  the 
nature  oi  a  eornpact  between  the  settlers  m  each 
colony  and  the  drown.  All  power  not  retained  in 
the  Crown  was  vested  exclusively  in  the  colonies. 
Each  having  a  government  consisting  of  an  exec- 
titive,  a  judiciary,  and  a  legislative  assembly — one 
branch  of  which  was,  in  every  instance,  elected 
by  the  people.  No  office  was  hereditary,  nor  did 
any  title  under  the  Crown  give  rank  or  office  in 
any  of  the  colonies.  In  resisting  Ihe  encroach- 
ments of  the  parent  country,  and  abrogating  the 
power  of  Ihe  Crown,  the  authority  which  had  been 
held  by  it  vested  exclusively  in  the  people  of  the 
colonies.  By  them  was  a  Congress  appointed, 
composed  of  delegates  from  each  colony,  who  man- 
agecl  ihe  war,  declared  independence,  treated  with 
foreign  Powers,  and  acted  in  alt  thi^  according 
to  the  sense  of  Iheir  conslilueots.  The  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  confirmed  in  form  what  had 
before  existed  in  substance.  Il  announced  (o  the 
world  new  States,  possessing  and  exercising  ci 


France  and  other  Powers,  and  6nally  by  Great 
Britain  herself  in  1783. 

Soon  after  the  power  of  the  Crown  was  an- 
nulled, the  people  of  each  colony  established  a  con- 
stitution or  frame  of  government  for  themselves : 
in  which  these  separate  branches,  Legislative,  Ex- 
ecutive, and  Judiciary,  were  instituted,  each  in- 
dependent of  the  others.  To  these  branches,  each 
haviog  its  appropriate  portion,  Ihe  whole  power 
of  the  people,  not  delegated  to  Congress,  was  com- 
mnnicated;  to  he  exercised  for  Ineir  advantage, 
on  the  representative  principle,  by  persons  of  their 
appointment,  or  otherwise  deriving  Iheir  authority 
immediately  from  them,  and  holding  their  offices 
for  staled  terms.  All  the  powers  necessary  for 
useful  purposes,  held  by  any  of  the  strongest  gov- 
ernments of  the  Old  World,  not  vested  in  Con- 
gress, were  imparted  to  these  Stale  governments, 
without  other  checks  than  such  as  are  neces.viry 
to  prevent  abuse,  in  the  form  of  fundamental  dec- 
laralioDE,  or  bills  of  right.  The  great  difference 
between  our  governments  and  those  of  the  Old 
World,  conaiais  in  this:  that  the  former,  being  re- 
presentaiirc,  the  persons  who  exercise  their  powers 
do  it,  not  for  themselves,  or  in  Iheir  own  right, 
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but  for  the  people ;  Bod,  tberefote,  while  they  are 
in  the  highest  degree  efficient,  they  c«u  never  be- 
come oppressive.  It  is  this  iranster  of  tbe  power 
of  the  people  to  represenlfttive  aad  respoDsible 
bodies,  m  eveiy  branch,  which  constitutes  the 
great  improvemeut  io  ihe  scieoce  of  govefDment, 
and  forms  the  boast  of  our  svttem.  It  corobines 
all  ibe  advantages  of  every  snown  governoieDi, 
without  any  of^their  disadvantages.    It 


that  power  by  tbe  people  themselves.  It  pos- 
sesses all  tbe  energy  and  efficieacy  of  ibe  most 
despotic  governmeDtB,  white  it  avoids  all  the  op- 
pressions and  abuses  inseparable  from  those  govern- 
In  every  stage  of  the  confiict,  from  its  cam- 
meacement,  until  March,  1781,  tbe  powers  of 
CoDgress  were  uadeSned,  but  of  vast  extent.  The 
UGemblies,  or  coDventions,  of  Lhe  several  colonies, 
being  formed  by  representatives  from  every  county 
in  each  colooy,  and  tbe  Congrefs  by  delegates 
from  each  colonial  assembly,  the  powers  ul'  tbe 
latter,  for  general  purposes,  resembled  those  of  (be 
former,  for  local.  They  rested  on  tbe  same  basis, 
the  people,  and  were  complete  jbr  all  tbe  purposes 
contemplated.  Never  was  a  tnoiremenl  so  spoota- 
ueoa<,  so  patriotic,  so  efficient.  The  natioa  «s- 
etted  Its  whole  faculties  in  support  of  its  rights 
and  of  ib  independence,  after  tbe  contest  look 
that  diieclioD,  and  it  succeeded.  It  was,  how- 
ever, foreseen,  at  a  very  early  stage,  that,  although 
tbe  paXriolism  of  tbe  country  might  be  relied  on 
in  the  struggle  for  its  independence,  a  well  digest- 
ed compact  would  be  necessary  to  preserve  it, 
after  obiaioed.  A  plan  of  confederation  was,  in 
consequence,  proposed  and  taken  into  considera- 
tion by  CongreiiS,  even  at  tbe  moment  when  the 
other  gr«at  act  which  severed  them  from  Great 
Britain,  and  declared  their  independence,  was  pto- 
daimea  to  the  world.  Tbis  compact  was  ratuSed 
on  the  21st  Match^  1781,  by  the  last  State,  and 
thereupon  carried  into  immediate  e8ect 

Tbe  following  powers  were  vested  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  tbe  Articles  of  Coafederatioo.  As 
this,  the  first  bond  of  union,  was  in  operation 
nearly  eight  years,  during  which  time  a  practical 
coQstrucltoa  was  given  to  many  of  its  powers,  all 
*of  which  were  ai&pted  in  the  Constitution,  with 
important  addiiioas,  it  is  thought  that  a  ca 
view  of  those  powers,  and  of  tbe  maoaer  in  which 
tbev  are  execiUed,  may  shed  light  on  tbe  subject 
unoer  consideration.  It  may  fairly  be  presumed, 
that  where  certain  powers  were  transferred  from 
one  instrument  to  the  other,  and  in  the  same  terms, 
or  terms  descriptive  only  of  the  same  powers,  that 
it  was  intended  that  they  should  be  construed  in 
ihe  same  sense  in  the  latter,  that  they  were  in  the 
former. 

Article  1  declares  that  tbe  style  of  tbe  confede- 
racy shall  be,  tbe  United  States  of  America. 

Art.  3.  Each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  free- 
dom, and  independence,  and  every  power  and 
right  which  is  not  expressly  delegated  to  the  Uni- 
ted Slates. 
Art.  3.  Tbe  States  severally  enter  into  a  firm 


league  of  friendshii 


with   fscb  o^KTj  for  thai 
ity  of  their  libettn, 


tbemselvt 


other  against  all  rare 
ottered  to,  or  attacks  made  apen,  inem,  on  aocamt 
of  religion,  sovereignty,  trade,  <&c. 

Art.  4.  The  free  inhabitants  of  each  State, 
paupers,  vagabonds,  and  fngitives  from  jostiR, , 
excepted,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  ud ' 
immunitj'es  of  free  citizens  in  the  :«veral  Stitei, 
Sec.  Fugitives  from  justice  into  any  of  the  States, 
shall  be  delivered  up  on  the  detnand  of  the  £i- 
eoutive  of  the  Stale  from  wlueh  tbey  fled.  PiU 
faith  and  credit  shall  be  given,  in  each  Blaie,  M 
the  records  and  acts  of  every  otber  State. 

Art.  5.  Delegates  shall  be  annually  appoioied, 
by  the  L^islature  of  each  State,  to  meet  in  Cea- 
gress  on  the  first  Monday  in  November,  with  a 
power  to  recall,  &c.  No  State  shall  afwoint  Ira 
than  two,  nor  more  than  seven,  nor  shall  any  dd- 
egate  hold  bis  office  for  more  than  three  id  sii 
yearL    Each  Slate  shall  maintain  its  own  dde- 

Jates.  Each  State  sfaall  have  one  vote.  Free- 
om  of  ^leecb  shall  not  be  impeached,  and  tiit 
merobas  shall  be  protected  from  arrests,  except 

Art.  6.  No  Starte  shall  send  or  receive  aa  m- 
bassy,  or  enter  into  a  treaty  with  ■  foreiga  Powti, 
Nor  shall  aay  ))erson,  holding  asy  office  of  profit 
or  trust  un^  tlw  United  Stat^  or  any  State,  ae- 
eept  any  pre«ent,emolumcnt,amae.M' tide,fJtonia 
foreignPover.  Ntveball (be  United  Stalei,niBy 
State,  grant  any  title  of  wMtty.  No  two  Sutcs 
shall  enter  into  any  treaty  wiiboai  tbe  oonieat  of 
Congress.  No  State  shall  lay  any  imposts,  a 
dutiee,  which  may  interfere  with  any  tmtitse*- 
lered  into  by  the  United  State*.  No  Stale  shall 
engage  in  war,  unless  it  be  invaded  or  meoaetd 
with  invasion  by  some  Indian  tribe;  nor  giaiU 
letters  of  marque  or  reprisal,  nnleas  it  be  agiiax 
pirates,  nor  keep  ap  vends  ^  war,  nor  any  bodj 
of  troops,  in  time  of  peace,  without  the  cobmoI 
ofCongreas;  bat  every  Stale  aliali  keep  up  a  mil 
regn Ikied  militia,  dbc. 

Art.  7.  When  laid  forces  are  raiaed  by  sb; 
State  for  the  common  defence,  all  officers  of,  as' 
under,  tbe  rank  of  ooloDel,  shall  be  a[^inted  ^ 
tbe  Lcyialature  of  each  Slate. 

Art.  8.  All  charges  of  war,  and  all  other  n- 
penses  which  shall  be  ineoned  for  tbe  commca 
defeaee  or  general  welfare,  shall  be  defrayed  oat 
(^  a  common  Ireasnry  ;  wbieb  shall  be  saiqilied 
by  tbe  aeveral  States,  in  proportioa  to  tbe  nlK 
of  all  the  lend  in  each  State,  granted  to  indivii- 
oals.  The  taxea  for  paying  each  propntion  abiU 
be  levied  by  the  several  Stales. 

Art.  9.  Congress  shall  hare  the  sole  and  exclu- 
sive right  and  power  of  determining  on  peace  (oii 
war,  except  to  tbe  cases  mentioned  in  the  siitk 
article;  (rf  sending  and  receiving  ambaaadon, 
entering  into  alliances,  except,  dsc. ;  of  eatstdisk- 
ing  roles  for  deciding  what  captures  on  land  siJ 
water  shall  be  legal ;  of  granting  letters  of  manfK 
and  reprisal  in  time  of  peace  :  appointing  conrB 
for  tbe  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  on  the  hig^ 
seas;  for  deciding  controversies  between  theStste. 
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ud  betwecD  indif  iduili  claiming  lands  under  two 
or  more  Slates,  whose  jurisdictLoo  has  beeo  >d- 
jojled ;  of  regulaliae  loe  alloy  aad  value  of  coin 
strack  by  their  autborily,  end  of  foreign  coin ; 
filing  the  standard  of  weights  aad  measures ;  reg- 
uliliog  the  trade  with  the  ludiaos;  establishing 
and  regulating  post  offices  from  one  State  to  ano- 
iher,  and  throughout  all  the  States,  and  exacting 
such  postage  as  may  be  rtquisile  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  the  office ;  of  appointing  all  omcera  of 
the  land  forces,  except  ibe  regilaenlal ;  appointing 
all  Ibe  officers  of  the  nacal  forces ;  to  ascertain 
[be  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for  it)e 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  appropriate  [he 
same ;  to  borrow  money,  and  emit  bills  of  credit ; 
10  baild  aad  equip  a  navy ;  to  agree  on  the  nuni' 
ber  of  land  forces,  and  to  mabe  requisitions  on 
each  State  for  its  quota;  that  the  assent  of  nine 
Slates  shall  be  requisite  to  these  great  acts. 

Art.  10  regulates  the  powers  of  the  Committee 
of  the  States,  to  sit  in  ihe  recess  of  Con^^ress, 

Art.  11  provides  for  the  admission  ot  Canada 
into  the  Confederation. 

Art  IS  pledges  the  faith  of  the  United  States 
for  the  payment  of  all  bills  of  credit  iasued,  and 
money  borrowed,  on  their  account. 

Art  13.  Every  State  shall  abide  bv  the  deter- 
mination of  the  United  States,  on  all  questions 
sobmitted  to  them  .by  the  Confederation.  The 
Articles  of  the  Confederation  to  be  perpetual,  and 
not  to  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  every 
Suie. 

This  bond  of  unbn  was  soon  found  to  be  utterly 
inconpeteDt  to  the  purposes  intended  by  it.  It 
wasdefeetivein  its  powers;  it  was  defective,  also, 
in  the  means  of  executing  the  powers  actually 
granted  by  it.  Seing  a  league  ol  sovereign  end 
independent  States,  its  acts,  like  those  of  all  other 
league*,  required  the  interposition  ot  the  Stales 
composing  it,  to  give  ihem  effect  within  their  re- 
spective iurisdic lions.  The  acts  of  Congress, 
without  the  aid  of  Stale  laws  to  enforce  ihem, 
were  altogether  nugatory.  The  refusal,  or  omis- 
sion, of  one  State,  to  pass  suah  laws,  was  urged 
as  a  reaion  to  justify  like  conduct  in  others,  and 
thus  the  Government  was  soon  at  a  stand. 

The  experience  of  a  few  years  demonstrated 
tbat  the  CoofederatiuQ  coutd  not  be  relied  on,  for 
the  security  of  the  blessings  which  had  been  de- 
rived from  the  Revolution.  The  interests  of  the 
nation  required  a  more  efficient  Government, 
which  the  good  sense  and  virtue  of  the  people 
provided,  by  the  adoption  of  the  present  Consti- 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  waj< 
formed  by  a  Convention  of  Del^ates  from  the 
several  States,  who  met  in  Phuadelphia,  duly 
authorized  for  the  purpose,  and  it  was  ratified  by  a 
Convention  in  each  State,  which  was  especially 
called  to  consider  and  decide  on  the  same.  In 
this  progress  the  State  governments  were  never 
suspended  in  their  functions.  On  the  contrary,  they 
took  the  lead  in  iL  Conscious  of  their  incompe- 
tency to  secure  to  the  Union  the  blessings  of  the 
Revolution,  they  promoted  the  diminution  of  their 
own  powers,  and  the  enlargement  of  those  of  the 


Gneral  Government  in  the  way  in  which  they 
might  be  most  adequate  and  efficient.  It  is  be- 
lieved "thai  no  other  example  can  be  found  of  a 
Government  exerting  its  influence  to  lessen  its 
own  powers;  of  a  policy  so  enlightened,  of  a  pa- 
triotism so  pure  and  disinterested.  The  credit, 
however,  is  more  especially  due  to  the  peoi^e  of 
each  State,  in  obedience  to  whose  will,  and  under 
whose  control^  the  State  Governments  acted. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  being 
ratified  by  the  people  of  the  several  States,  b^ 
came,  of  necessity,  to  the  extent  of  its  powers,  the 
paramount  authority  of  the  Union.  On  sound 
principles  it  can  be  viewed  in  no  other  light.  The 
~  ;ople,  the  highest  authority  known  to  our  system, 


people,  the 
from  whoB 


ill  our  institutions  spring,  and  on 
whom  they  depend,  formed  it.  Had  tlie  people 
of  the  several  States  thought  proper  to  incorporate 
themselves  into  one  community,  under  one  Gor- 
crumant,  they  might  have  done  it.  They  hftd 
the  power,  and  there  was  BothiuK  then,  nor  ii 
there  any  thing  now,  should  they  be  so  disposed, 
to  prevent  it.  They  wisely  stopped,  however,  at 
a  certain  point  extending  the  incorporation  to 
that  point,  makiBg  (he  National  Government, 
thus  far,  a  consolidated  Government,  and  preserv- 
ing ihe  Stale  govnnments,  without  ihat  limit, 
perfectly  sovereign  and  independent  of  the  Na- 
tional Government.  Had  the  people  of  the  sev- 
eral States  incorporated  themselves  into  one  com- 
munity, they  must  have  remained  such;  their 
Constitution  becoming  then,  like  the  constitution 
of  the  several  States,  incapable  of  change,  until 
altered  by  the  will  of  the  majority.  In  Uie  iUMli- 
tulion  ofa  State  government  by  the  citizens  of « 
State  a  compact  is  formed,  to  which  all  and  every 
citizen  are  equal  parties.  They  ace  also  Ihe  sole 
parties,  and  may  amend  it  at  pleasure.  In  the 
institution  of  ihe  Government  of  the  United  Statei, 
by  the  citizens  of  every  State,  a  compact  was 
formed  between  the  whole  American  people, 
which  has  ibe  same  force,  and  partakes  of  all  tbe 
qualities,  to  the  extent  of  its  powers,  as  a  compact 
between  the  citizens  of  a  State,  in  the  formaiioo 
of  their  own  constitution.  It  eannol  be  altered, 
except  by  those  who  formed  it,  or  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  parlies  to  the  compact  itself. 

This  ConstLiution  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of 
remedying  all  defects  of  the  Confederation^  and  in 
this  it  has  succeeded,  beyond  any  calculation  that 
could  have  been  formed  of  any  human  institution. 
By  binding  the  States  together,  ihe  ConstitutiMi 
performs  the  great  office  of  the  Confederation,  but 
It  is  in  that  sense  unly  that  it  has  any  of  the  prop- 
erties of  that  compact;  and  in  that  it  is  mote  effec- 
tual to  the  purpose,  as  it  holds  them  together  by  a 
much  stronger  bond,  and  in  all  other  respects,  in 
which  the  Confederation  failed,  the  ConstilutitMi 
has  been  blessed  with  complete  success.  The  Oon- 
faderatiou  was  a  compact  Del  ween  separate  and  in- 
dependent States;  (he  execution  of  whose  article^ 
in  the  powers  which  operated  internally,  depended 
on  the  Slate  governments.  But  the  creat  office  of 
the  Constitution,  by  incorporating  tne  people  nf 
the  several  States  to  the  extent  of  its  powers  inln 
one  community,  and  enabling  it  to  act  directly  on 
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the  people,  was  to  aaniil  the  powers  of  the  Slate 
goTernmeDls  to  that  exteoi,  except  io  cases  where 
tbey  were  concurrent,  and  to  preclude  ibeir  agency 
in  giving  effect  to  those  of  ihe  General  GoTcm- 
ment.  The  GorernmeDt  of  the  United  Slates  re- 
lies on  its  own  means  for  the  execution  of  ius 
powers,  as  the  State  governments  do  for  the  exe- 
catioD  of  theirs ;  both  gorerameDti  having  a  com- 
moQ  origin,  or  sovereign,  the  people ;  tbe  Stale 
goTemmenta  the  people  of  each  State,  the  Na- 
tional Gbvernmenc  the  people  of  every  Slate,  and 
being  amenable  to  tbe  power  which  created  it  It 
is  by  executing  its  functions  aa  a  Government, 
thus  originating  and  thus  acting,  that  the  Consii- 
talion  of  the  United  Stales  holds  the  Stales  to- 
gether, and  performs  the  office  of  a  league.  It  is 
owing  to  the  nature  of  its  powers,  and  the  high 
source  from  whence  they  are  derived,  the  people, 
that  it  performs  that  office  better  than  tbe  Con- 
federation, or  any  league  which  ever  existed,  being 
a  compact  which  the  State  governments  did  not 
form,  to  which  they  are  not  parties,  and  which 
executes  its  own  powers  independently  of  them. 

There  were  two  separate  and  independent  gov- 
emmeots  established  over  our  Union,  one  for  local 
purposes  over  each  State,  by  the  people  of  the 
Slate;  the  other  for  national  purposes  over  all  the 
States,  by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
whole  power  of  the  people,  on  the  representative 
principle,  is  divided  between  them.  The  State 
goreTomenis  are  independent  of  each  other,  and 
to  tbe  extent  of  their  powers  are  complete  sove- 
reigolies.  The  National  Government  begins  where 
the  Slate  governments  terminate,  except  in  some 
iDstances  where  there  is  a  concurrent  jurisdiction 
between  them.  This  Government  is,  also,  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  its  powers,  a  complete  sove- 
reignty. 1  speak  here,  as  repeatedly  mentioned 
before,  altogether  of  representative  sovereignties, 
for  the  real  sovereignty  is  io  the  people  alone. 

Tbe  history  of  the  world  aSbros  no  such  exam- 
ple of  two  separate  and  independent  governments 
established  over  the  same  people,  not  can  it  exist, 
except  in  governments  founded  on  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people.  In  monarchies,  and  other  govern- 
ments not  representative,  there  can  be  no  such 
division  of  power.  The  Government  is  inherent 
in  the  passe.<>3or;  it  is  his,  and  cannot  be  tahen 
from  him  without  a  revolution,    In  such  Govern- 


offices  which  they  hold;  that  is,  they  have  no 
right  to  them.  They  hold  them  as  representatives, 
by  appointment  from  the  people,  in  whom  the 
sovereignty  is  exclusively  vested.  It  is  impo.ssible 
to  speaR  too  highly  of  this  system,  taken  in  its 
two-fold  character,  and  in  ail  its  great  principles 
of  two  governments,  completely  distinct  from  and 
independent  of  each  other;  each  constitutional, 
founded  by,  and  acting  directly  on  the  people; 
each  competent  to  all  its  purposes,  administeriog 
all  the  blessings  for  which  it  was  instituted,  with- 
out even  the  most  remote  danger  of  exercising  any 
of  its  powers  in  a  way  to  oppress  the  people.  A 
system  capable  of  expansion  over  a  vast  territory, 
not  only  without  weakening  either  government, 


but  enjoying  the  peculiar  advantaee  of  adding, 
thereby,  new  strength  and  vigor  to  the  faculties  of 
both;  possessing  also  this  additional  advanlnge, 
that,  while  the  several  Stales  enjoy  ail  the  rights 
reserved  to  them,  of  separate  and  independent  eot- 
ernments,  and  each  is  secured  by  the  nature  ofihf 
Federal  Government,  which  acis  directly  on  the 
people  against  the  failure  of  the  others,  to  beer  their 
equal  share  of  tbe  public  burdens,  and  thereby  en- 
joys, in  a  more  perfect  degree,  all  tbe  advantage 
□fa  league;  it  holds  them  together  by  a  bond,  al- 
together different  aod  much  stronger  than  the  Isle 
Confederation,  or  any  league  (hat  was  ever  known 
before ;  a  bond  beyond  their  control,  and  whidi 
cannot  even  be  amended,  except  in  the  mode  pn- 
scribed  by  it.  So  great  an  effort  in  favot  of  hn- 
raan  happiness  was  never  made  before,  but  ii  be  ' 
came  those  who  made  it.  Established  ia  tbe  new  | 
hemisphere ;  descended  from  the  same  anceslon;  | 
speaking  the  same  language ;  having  the  same  te-  ! 
ligion  and  universal  toleration;  born  equal,  and  ' 
educated  in  the  same  principles  of  free  goTemmenij ' 
made  independent  by  a  common  struggle,  tad  ' 
menaced  by  the  same  dangers;  ties  existed  between  ' 
them  which  never  applied  before  to  separate  com- ' 
muoities.  They  bad  every  motive  to  bind  them  i 
together,  which  could  operate  on  the  inieroti  | 
and  affections  of  a  ^nerous,  enlightened,  and  vir-  \ 
luous  people;  and  it  affords  inexpressible  con  so- ^ 
lalion  to  find  that  these  motives  had  their  merited  ; 
influence. 

In  thus  tracing  our  institutions  to  their  origin, 
and  pursuing  them  in  their  progress  and  modi-  j 
fications,  down  to  the  adoption  of  this  Consii- 1 
tntion,  two  important  facts  have  been  disclosed,  ' 
on  which  it  may  not  be  improper,  in  this  stage,  ' 
to  make  a  few  observations.  The  first  is,  that,  . 
in  wresting  the  power,  or  what  is  called  Ine  sor- 
ereignty,  from  the  Crown,  it  passed  directly  to  tbe  . 
people.  The  second,  that  it  passed  directly  to  thr  | 
people  of  each  colony,  and  not  to  the  peopled  j 
all  the  colonies,  in  [he  aggregate ;  to  thirteen  dis-  i 
linct  communities,  and  not  to  one.  To  these  two  j 
facts,  each  contributing  its  equal  proportion,  I  am  > 
inclined  to  think  that  we  are,  in  an  eminent  de-  ' 
gree,  indebted  for  the  success  of  our  Revolulioo. 
By  passing  to  the  people,  it  vested  in  a  coniniih 
nity,  every  individual  of  which  had  equal  rights 
and  a  common  interest.  There  was  no  family 
dethroned  amone  us ;  no  banished  pretender  in  a 
foreign  counlry,lookiQg  back  to  his  connexions 
and  adherents  here,  in  the  hope  of  a  recall;  do 
order  of  nobility,  whose  hereditary  rights  in  the 
Government  had  been  violated;  no  hierarchy. 
which  had  been  degraded  aod  oppressed.  Therr 
was  hut  one  order,  that  of  the  people,  by  whom 
every  thing  was  gained  by  the  change.  1  mention 
it  also  as  a  circumstance  of  peculiar  felicity,  thai . 
tbe  great  body  of  tbe  people  had  been  born  aail 
educated  under  these  equal  and  original  institu- 
tions. Their  habits,  their  principles,  and  their 
prejudices,  were,  therefore,  all  ou  the  side  of  ib« 
Revolution,  and  of  free  Republican  Govcmmeni. 

Had  distinct  orders  existed,  our  fortune  might, 
and  probably  would,  have  been  different.  It  would 
scarcely  have  been  possible  to  have  united,  sc 
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pletely,  the  wbolefoiceaf  the  country  agaiosi  [ 

eoemr.    A  cootest  would  probably  have 

,L  _   —  .    |jj(^ggQ  the  orders,  lor  ibe 


than  they  actually  bad,  aDd  proportion  ably  les 
credit  for  their  patriotiam  and  services,  than  they 


coatrol.  Had  the  aristocracy  pre  failed,  the  people 
would  have  been  heartiest.  Had  the  people  pre- 
vailed, the  nobility  would  probably  have  left  the 


country,  or,  remainiDg  behind,  internal  di' 
would  have  taken  place  in  every  State,  and  a  civil 
war  broken  out  more  destructive  even  than  the 
foreign,  which  might  have  defeated  the  whole 
movemeDt.  Ancieoiand  modern  history  iareplete 
with  examples  proceeding  from  conflicts  between 
distinct  orders;  of  revolutions  attempted,  which 
proved  abortive;  of  Republiei,  whico  have  ter- 
miuated  in  despotism.  It  is  owing  to  the  aimpLi- 
city  of  the  elements  of  which  our  system  is  com- 
posed, that  the  allraction  of  all  the  parts  has  been 
lo  a  common  centre ;  that  every  change  has  tended 
to  cement  the  Union  ;  and,  in  short,  that  we  have 
been  blessed  with  such  glorious  aad  nappy  succeai.  i 

And  that  the  power  wrested  from  tne  British  | 
Crown  pkssed  to  tbe  people  of  each  colony,  the 
whole  history  of  our  political  moveiaenl,  from  tbe 
emigration  of  our  BDcestors  to  the  pre«at  day,  | 
clearly  demonstrates.  What  produced  the  Revo-  i 
lutionl  The  violatioQ  of  our  rights.  What 
rights?  Our  chartered  rights.  To  whom  were 
ibe  charters  granted  ?  To  the  people  of  each  col-  ; 
ony,  or  lo  the  people  of  all  the  colonies  as  a  single 
community  7  We  know  that  uo  such  communtty 
as  the  aggregate  eclated  ;  and,  of  course,  that  no 
such  rights  could  be  violated.  It  may  be  added 
that  the  nature  of  the  powers  which  were  given 
to  the  delecatea  by  each  colony,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  executed,  show  that  tbe  sov- 
ereignty was  ia  the  people  of  each,  and  not  in  tbe 
a^gregue.  They  respectively  presented  creden- 
tials, such  as  are  usu^  betweea  Mioisteis  of  sep- 
arate Powers,  which  were  examined  and  approved, 
before  they  entered  on  the  discharge  of  the  import- 
ant duties  committed  to  them.  They  voted,  also, 
by  colonies,  and  not  individuallv  ;  alt  the  members 
froiQ  one  colony  beio^  entitled  to  one  vote  only. 
Tiiia  fact,  alone,  the  hrst  of  our  political  aaaocia- 
tioD,  and  at  tbe  period  of  our  greatest  peril,  fixes, 
beyood  all  controversy,  the  source  from  whence 
the  power  which  has  directed  and  secured  success 
to  all  our  measures,  has  proceeded. 

Had  tbe  sovereignty  passed  to  the  aggregate, 
consequencea  loighl  have  ensued,  admittmg  the 
success  of  our  Revolution,  which  might,  even  yet, 
seriously  aflecl  oui  system.  By  paising  to  the 
people  of  each  colony,  the  opposition  to  Great 
Britain,  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  Declara- 
lioD  of  Independence,  the  afloption  of  the  Confed- 
eration, and  of  this  Constitution,  ate  all  imputable 
lo  them.  Had  it  passed  to  the  aggregate,  every 
meaaure  would  be  traced  to  that  source ;  even  the 
State  governments  might  be  said  to  have  emanated 
from  11,  and  amendments  of  their  constitutions, 
OD  that  principle,  be  proposed  by  the  same  author- 
ity. In  short,  it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  all  the 
eoDsequeocK  into  which  such  a  doctrine  might 
lead.  Itisobvious,  that  the  people,  in  mass,  would 
have  had  much  less  agency  in  all  the  great  mea- 
surei  of  iherevolution,  and  in  thosewhicG  followed, 


are  now  entitled  to  and  enjoy.  By  passing  to  the 
people  of  each  colony,  tbe  whole  body  in  each 
were  kept  in  constant  and  active  deliberation,  on 
subjects  of  the  highest  national  importance,  and 
in  the  supervision  of  the  conduct  of  all  the  public 
servants,  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties 
Thus  the  moiit  effectual  guards  were  provided 
against  abuses  and  dangers  of  every  kind,  which 
human  ingenuity  could  devise,  and  the  whole  peo- 
ple rendered  more  competent  to  the  self-govern- 
ment which,  by  an  heroic  exertion,  they  had 
acquired. 

1  will  now  proceed  lo  examine  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government,  which,  like  the  Gov- 
ernments of  the  several  States,  is  divided  into 
three  branches,  a  l^islative,  executive,  and  judi- 
ciary, each  having  its  appropriate  share.  Of 
these,  the  legislative,  from  the  uotare  of  its  pow- 
ers, all  laws  proceeding  from  it,  and  the  manner 
of  its  appointment,  its  members  being  elected  im- 
mediately by  the  people,  is  by  far  the  most  impor- 
tant. The  whole  system  of  tbe  National  Govera- 
meni  may  be  said  to  rest,  essentially,  on  the  powen 
granted  to  this  branch.  They  mark  the  limit  with- 
m  which,  with  few  ezceplioos,  all  the  branchea 
must  move  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective 
functions.  It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  to  lake  a 
full  and  correct  view  of  the  powers  granted  to  it. 

By  the  8th  section  of  the  first  arlide  of  the  Con- 
stitution, it  is  declared  that  Congress  shall  have 

,1st.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises:  tp  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States. 

3d.  To  borrow  money. 

3d.  To  r^ulaie  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  among  the  several  Slates,  and  with  tbe 
Indian  tribes. 

4th.  To  eatabliah  an  uniform  rule  of  naturali- 
zation, and  uniform  laws  respecting  bankruptcies. 

5th.  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof, 
and  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the  standard  of  weights 
and  measures. 

6th.  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counter- 
feiting the  securities  and  current  coin  of  the  Uni- 
ted States, 

7tb.  To  establish  post  offices  and  post  roods. 

8th.  To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and 
useful  arts,  by  securing,  for  limited  times,  to  on- 
tbors  and  inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  tfaedi 
respective  writings  and  discoveries. 

9lh.  To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  sa- 

fireme  court,  to  deSne  and  punish  piracies  and 
^oniea  committed  on  the  high  seaa,  and  oSencea 
against  tbe  laws  of  nations. 

10th.  To  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal,  and  make  riJes  concerning  captures 

11th.  To  raise  and  support  armies. 
12th.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy. 
13lh.  To  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces. 
14th.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
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to  execute  the  Ik'wb  of  the  UdJod,  suf^rees  instif' 
reciioQs,  kod  repel  iDvasions. 

Idih.  To  proride  for  ot^anlzing,  armicig,  and 
diseipliDiQg  ihe  militia,  and  fot  goToniDg  sneb 
part  of  them  ai  may  be  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Scales,  rraerringio  the  Stain  the  appoinimeni 
of  the  gfficera,  and  the  auihoriiy  of  traininf  Ibe 
militia  aceording  to  the  diaciplioe  prMcrib^  by 
Coagresa. 

16th.  To  exereiM  ezcloslTe  legiFlalion,  in  all 
cases  whatever,  over  iQoh  district,  (not  ezceediag 
ten  miles  square,)  as  may,  by  Ihe  cession  of  par- 
tietiiBr  States,  and  ihe  Bcoeptaiiee  of,  by  Coo- 

eess,  become  the  Seat  of  GoTernmeDt  of  ibe 
nited  States ;  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over 
all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
laim^of  Ihe  State  in  which  tbesame  maybe,  for 
the  erection  of  forts,  mafazioes,  anenals,  dock 
ynrds.  and  other  needful  buildings. 

17lk.  And  to  make  all  laws  which  shell  be 
DMesMty  and  ptvper  for  carrying  iMo  execution' 
the  foregoing  ^wcfs,  and  all  other  powen  rested 
br  tUa  ConstHotion  in  the  Ooveromeot  of  tbfl 
Uotied  Btfttes,  or  in  any  depnrtBtnt  or  officer 
tlmwr. 

To  the  other  branefaes  of  the  Government,  the 
pawns  properly  belonging  to  each,  are  granted. 
Tba  President,  in  whom  the  executire  power  is 
vested,  is  made  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army 
and  Nary,  and  Militia,  when  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates.  He  is  authorized,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  concurring,  to  form  trea- 
ties; lo  nominate,  and,  with  Iheadvice  and  caw, 
sent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  aaibaMadors,  other 
psbtie  minisiers  and  consuls,  judges  of  ihie  Su- 
preme Court,  and  all  other  omcers  whose  appoint- 
ments  are  not  otherwise  provided  for  bv  law.  He 
has  power  lo  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for  of- 
fenoes  against  the  United  Stales,  except  in  cases 
of  impeachmenL  It  is  made  his  duty  to  give  to 
Congres^  from  time  to  time,  inforoMtioii  of  the 
Btni«  of  tae  Union ;  to  recommend  to  their  eonsid- 


ordinary  occasions ;  to  receive  ambassadors;  and 
to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  falthrelly  eieculed. 

Tbejudieial  power  is  vested  in  one  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  CoagreM 
may  cMblish ;  and  it  is  mado  to  extend  lo  dl 
cases,  in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  th^  Con- 
stitaiioQ,  the  laws  of^  the  United  Stales,  and  Irea- 
tiaa  made  onder  their  authority.  Cases  aSeeting 
ambassadors  and  other  public  characta^ ;  cases  of 
admiraltr  and  maritime  jurisdiction;  causer  in 
which  ihe  United  States  ate  a  paVty;  betvr«en 
two  or  more  States  5  between  citizens  of  different 
States  ;  between  citizens  of  the  same  Slate,  claim- 
ioggrants  of  land  under  diftreni  State*  ;  between 
a  Sale  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  Sutes, 


iaily  assigned  lo  these  tribunals. 

ler  powers  have  been  granted,  in  otl___  ^ 

of  ihe  Conititulion,  which,  altbouffh  they  relate 


to  sp«eifio  objects,  unconnected  with  the  ordinary 
admiuisiiaiion,  yet,  as  they  form  important  fea- 
tures in  Ihe  Qovenmait,  and  may  shed  usefal 


light  on  the  construction  which  ought  to  begirm 
to  the  powers  above  ennmeraled,  it  is  proper  to 
bring  into  view. 

By  article  one,  seclioa  nine,  clause  first,  it  ii 
provided  that  the  migration  or  imponatiaa  of 
soeh  perconv,  as  any  0?  the  States,  now  niitinr, 
shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shalt  not  be  prohib- 
ited by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1806,  but  a  tti 
or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  imporlaiioa  not 
exceeding  ten  dcdiars  for  each  person. 

By  article  3,  sec.  3,  clause  1st,  new  States  any 
be  admitted  by  Ceogreas  ialo  the  Union,  but  that 
no  new  Stale  shall  ^  formed  within  the  juriMlit- 
tioD  of  another  State,  nor  any  Stale  be  formed  by 
the  junctiMi  of  tivo  or  more  Slates,  or  parts  of 
States,  wiihooi  the  consent  of  the  L^iatatuie  af 
the  States  coacerbed,  ai  vsell  as  of  Uie  Uaittd 
States.  And,  by  the  next  elatue  of  the  sane  arti- 
cle and  seotloB,powet  is  vested  in  Cot^reaftadii- 
pose  of,  and  make  all  neridfal  rules  and  regolatioD)  • 
resptieting,  the  lerritory  or  other  prowrty  beloaf- 
log  totbeUaitMl  States,  with  a  proviso,  ibatneiit- 
ing  in  the  ConatitMion  shall  be  so  constraed  asXo 
prejudice  any  olainM  at  the  United  StUea,  or  of 
anr  particular  State. 

By  article  i,  sec.  ^  the  United  Bttiea  gDwaaty 
to  every  Slate  a  republiean  form  irf  OoTcmiiifB^ 
and  engaKC  10  protect  ench  of  Ihena  against  inra- 
sion :  and,  on  application  of  the  Legulalnre,  tf 
of  the  Executive,  when  the  LegiFlature  cannol  be 
convened,  aoainst  domestic  violeaee. 

Of  Ihe  olhar  parts  of  the  Coostfmttcn  rriating 
to  power,  sotue  form  restraints  on  the  exeretse  of 
the  powers  granted  to  Congress,  and  others,  od 
the  exercise  of  the  powers  remaiDing-  to  the  Stain. 
The  objeec,  in  Iwtfa  instances,  is,  lo  drew,  more 
completely,  the  line  between  Uie  two  Ooveraraents, 
and  also  to  prevent  abuses  by  either.  Other  parts 
operate  like  DoaveotionsI  stipulatioas  beiweea  the 
States,  abolishing  between  them  all  distincIioBs, 
Bj^licable  to  foreign  Powers,  and  securing  to  the 
inhabitants  of  each  Slate  all  the  rigtiMnad  iauna- 
nities  of  citizens  in  the  sererat  Stales. 

By  Ihe  fifth  article,  it  is  provided,  that  CoDfica,  ' 
whenever  two-ibiida  of  both  Houses  shall  deem  it 
necessary,  shall  propose  ameDdments,  or,  on  tbt 
application  of  the  Legistatorca  of  two-thfrds  of  th 
several  States,  shall  call  a  eonttntkm,  for  pr«fo- 
siiig:  amendments,  whieh,  iir  either  cooe,  shall  he 
valid,  OS  a  pan  of  the  ConsdUHioa-,  wfaen  ratiM 
by  the  LegMlatures  of  tbi«»-foiirths  of  the  sevenl 
Stales,  or  oy  eonventiona  in  three-fonrtbe  thaeof, 
as  the  oaa  or  the  other  mode  may  be  proposed  br 
Congress}  provided  that  ttoStale,wilho«itscoo- 
sent,  shaH  bedeprired  of  its  equal  vote  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  that  do  amendmeDi  which  mny^  be  made 
Sior  to  Ihe  year  1938,  shall  affect  the  &tsl  mi 
urth  clauses  in  the  niitth  section  of  the  firii 
article. 

By  Ihe  second  section  of  the  sixth  article,  it  i) 
declared,  that  the  Constitution,  and  laws  of  ibf 
United  Stales  which  shall  be  made  in  pamnoK 
thereof,  and  all  treaties  made  under  the  autbenrt 
of  Ihe  United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land ;  and,  that  the  judges  in  every  State  sbtll 
be  bound  thetvby,  any  tliiog  in  the  Cc«Biitniiaa 
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or  Uwa  of  any  State,  to  the  cODtniy  Dotwittiitand- 
ing.  Tbis  right  in  Ilie  Natioini  QoT«rnDieDt  to 
ececute  its  pimrs  wbi  indispetiMble  to  its  eri«t- 
ence.  If  ihie  Slate  QoTerDincQla  had  not  been  re- 
:>tiaiDed  from  enaoachiag  on  ih«  powers  Tesl«d 
ia  the  Natioeal  QoTemmenl,  tb«  Consiiiution,  like 
ibe  CoDfedemtion,  would  soon  hare  been  set  at 
naugbt;  and  it  waa  not  witbia  the  limit  of  the 
hamaii  EDiiid  to  devi&e  anv  plan  for  the  aecoin- 
ptbhment  of  the  object,  other  than  by  makit^  a 
Nationai  Comlitation,  whteh  should  be,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  its  powers,  the  supreoM  Uw  of  the  land. 
This  ri|^t  in  the  Naltmial  Oovernment  would 
hare  existed,  under  the  CcHistilatba,  to  the  full 
eileni  proTided  for  1^  this  decIantioD,  bad  it  cot 
bnn  made.  To  prevent  the  ponibility  of  a  dotibt, 
bcnPeier,  on  «o  impottaot  a  sabjeot,  it  wai  propn 
to  malK  the  dcdanlioa. 

HkTJBg  pnaeMad  above  a  fall  rtew  of  all  the 
powers  g¥Biited  to  the  United  StatM^  it  will  be 
pnqnr  to  look  to  thoM  remaining  to  the  States, 
It  B  b)r  luiag  ihe  gnu  power*,  which  are  ad- 
mitted  to  belong  to  each  gQTenunent,  that  we 
niaf  bc^  to  eeate  toangbtcoaclONOtt,iMpectiDg 
those  in  conirorers)'  between  then).  In  regMd  to 
tb«  NMiDDal  QomnBwnt,  thi*  usk  was  easy,  b«- 
caawitspoweTawentobefboMd  in  speeific  gtnt* 
in  the  ConatiliitiDB ;  but  it  is  more  difficult  to  give 
a  defail  of  (be  i>owen  of  the  Bute  gov^nmcnt*, 
aiiiKiteaiiadtalkiasiCoBlBiwQgallpowen  granted 
by  the  pecmie)  not  epecifica  II  f  taken  frum  Iflnn  by 
grcols  to  tk*  United.  States,  eanbot  well  be  enu- 
m«[«ted.  Fortunately,  a  precise  detail  of  all  the 
powen  remaining  to  the  State  govern  men  to,  ia- 
not  necessary  in  the  present  iosUace.  A  know- 
ledge of  their  great  powets,  only,  will  annwer 
every  parpow  caiitetn|li«ted,  and  rcepeoling  these 
tbcr*  can  be  no  diversity  ia  opinion.  Tlwy  are 
s^fiaientlyTecogniMdand  esiabliahed  by  theCon- 
stttMtioa  of  the  United  States  itself.  In  dvaig- 
naUng  the  impoitant  powers  of  the  State  gorent' 
nMDte,il  is  [nvner  to  observe,  fint,  that  theterritorv 
contemplated  by  the  Constiluion  b^nga  to  eocB 
SiKi^iD  its  eqwnie  character,  and  not  to  tbe 
Uait«l  StMesintbelraggTegaiecbkracter.  Each 
State  holds  territory  according  to  its  origiaal 
cbartar,  nM^in  eases  where  cessions  have  been 
nM^  to  the  United  Stales  hj  radividnal  States. 
The  Uatted  States  had  neaa  when  the  Constito- 
tioD  wavadopMd,  wfciofa  bad  not  been  thus  ceded 
to  ikcaikand  whtcb  tfaer  haU  on  tbe  conditions 
on  -vnhidk  sncb  cessioB'  bad  been  made.  Wiifain 
ilMfrisdindaU  States,  it  is  bdievad,  that  they  held- 
noia  Mngleacr^  btU,  if  theydid^^twas  as  citizens 
held  it, merely  aaptivate properly.  The  territory 
aoquircd  by  cession,  lying  wiihoul  the  individual 
SiaMs,  reals  on  a  diflerent  priociple,  and  is  pro- 
vided  for  by  a  separate  and  disttQai  part  of  the ! 
ConsiitotioD.  it  ia  the  territory  within  the  indi- 1 
vidtwl  3l*<f^  'o  which  the  Conatituiiov,  in  itsi 
grest  ptincipMtj  applies;  and,  it  applies  to  ^ueh 

to 


be  ntteDded  to,  is,  tbat  the  people  composing  this 
Uaioa  are  the  penile  of  the  several  States,  and 
not  of  tbe  Uaiiad  SlMes,  in  the  fuU  sense  of  a 


consolidated  Goverament.  The  militia  are  tbe 
militia  of  the  se7eral  States;  lands  are  held  under 
the  laws  of  the  States;  descents,  contracts,  and 
all  tbe  concerns  of  private  property,  the  admiois- 
iration  of  justice,  and  tbe  whole  criminal  code, 
except  in  the  coses  of  breaches  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  Stales,  made  under,  and  in  conformity 
with,  the  powers  vested  in  Congress,  and  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  are  regulated  by  State  laws.  This 
enumeration  showi  the  greet  extent  of  the  powers 
of  the  Stale  governments.  The  territory  and  the 
people  form  the  basis  on  which  all  governmeDts 
are  founded.  The  militia  constitutes  their  eflec' 
live  force.  The  regulation  and  protection  of  prop- 
erty, and  of  personal  liberty,  are  also  among  the 
higbesi  attributes  of  sovereignty.  This,  without 
other  evidence,  is  sufficieal  to  show  that  the  great 
o^B  of  the  ConstiintioB  of  the  United  States  is, 
to  nnite  the  States  together,  under  a  Government 
endowed  witb  powers  adequate  to  the  purposes  of 
its  institutjon,  lelatiitg,  directly  or  indirectly,  (o 
fbxeioik  conoerns,  to  tbe  discharge  ijf  which,  a  Jfv,- 
tiooiU  Governmefit,  thus  formed,  aloDe,  conld  be 
competent. 

Tnis  view  of  the  exeltiBive  jurisdiotion  of  Ihe  ■ 
several  States  over  the  territory  within  their  re- 
spective limits,  except  in  cases  otherwise  specially 
pporided  for,  is  supported  by  the  obvioas  intent  of 
tbe  several  powers  granted  to  Congres-i,  to  which 
a  more  particular  atl<;ntioa  is  now  due.  Of  these, 
tbe  right  to  declare  war  is  perhaps  the  most  im- 
porttmt,  as  well  by  the  conseqaences  atiending 
wti,  Hs  by  tbe  other  powers  granted  in  aid  of  it. 
Tbe  right  to  lay  taxes,  duties,  imposts  and  excises, 
though  necesserv  for  the  support  of  the  civil  gov- 
ernment, is  equally  necessary  to  sustain  thechargea 
of  war;  tbe  right  to  raise  and  support  armies,  and 
a  navy,  and  to  call  forth  and  govern  the  militia 
when  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  are  alto- 
gether of  the  latter  kind.  They  are  granted  in 
aid  of  the  power  to  make  war,  and  intended  to 
give  effect  to  ii.  These  several  powers  are  of 
grrat  foKe  and  extent,  and  opemte  more  directly 
within  the  limits,  and  upon  the  resources  of  the 
States,  than  any  of  the  other  powers.  But  still 
tbey  are  means  only  for  given  ends.  Wst  is  de- 
clared, and  must  be  maiaiained.  An  army  and  a 
navy  most  be  raised;  fortifications  must  be  erected 
for  the  common  defence ;  debts  must  be  paidL  For 
these  purposes  dlitis.  imposts,  aod  excises,  are 
levied ;  taxes  are  laia ;  the  lands,  merchandise, 
and  other  property,  of  the  citizens  are  liahle  for 
tfaem ;  if  the  money  is  not  paid,  seizures  ate  made, 
and  the  lands  are  sold.  The  Imnsaction  is  ter- 
minated ;  the  lands  pass  into  other  hands,  who 
hold  them  as  the  former  proprietors  did,  under  tbe 
lawa  of  tbe  individual  States.  They  were  means 
only  to  corlain  ends;  tbe  United  States  have 
nothing  further  to  do  with  them.  The  same  view 
is  applicable  to  the  power  of  Ihe  General  Oovetn- 
ment  ovm  persons.  The  militia  is  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates;  the  service  is  per- 
formed; tbe  corps  returns  to  the  State  to  which  it 
belongs;  it  is  the  militia  of  such  State,  and  not  of 
the  United  States.  Soldiers  are  required  for  (be 
anny,  who  may  be  obtained  by  volantary  enlist' 
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ment,  or  by  some  olher  proceei,  founded  in  ihe 
principles  of  equality.  In  either  case,  the  citizen, 
after  ine  tour  of  duty  is  perfurmed,  is  restored  to 
hia  former  station  in  society,  with  his  equal  share 
in  the  common  sovereiguty  of  the  nation.  In  all 
these  cases,  which  are  ibe  strongest  which  caa  be 
given,  we  see  that  the  right  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment is  nothing  n)ore  than  what  it  is  called  in 
Ihe  Coosiitution,  a  power  lo  perform  certain  acts ; 
and  that  the  subject  on  which  it  operates  is  a  mean 
only  to  that  end ;  that  it  was,  boib  before  and 
after  that  act,  under  the  protection,  and  subject  to 
the  laws,  of  the  individual  Stale  within  which  it 


To  the  other  power.'^  of  the  General  Goi 
the  same  remarss  are  applicable,  and  with  greater 
force,  The  right  to  legulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign Powers  was  neoessarv,  as  well  10  enable  Con- 
gress to  lay  and  collect  auties  and  imposts,  as  to 
support  the  rights  of  the  nation  in  the  intercourse 
with  foreign  Powers.  It  is  executed  at  the  ports 
of  the  several  States,  and  operates  almost  altor 
geiher  externallv.  Tlie  right  to  borrow  and  coin 
money,  and  lo  £i  its  value,  and  that  of  foreign 
coin,  are  important  to  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional government,  and  particularly  necessary  in 
support  of  the  riant  lo  declare  war;  as,  indeed. 
may  be  considered  the  tight  to  punish  piracy  and 
felonies  on  the  high  seas,  and  onencea  against  the 
laws  of  nations.  The  right  to  esUblish  an  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalizatioD,  and  uniform  laws  re- 
specting bankruptcies,  seems  to  be  essentially  con- 
nected with  the  right  to  regulate  commerce.  The 
first  branch  of  it  relates  to  foreigners  entering  the 
country ;  the  second  to  merchants  who  have  failed. 
The  right  lo  promote  the  progress  of  useful  arts 
and  sciences  may  be  executed  witboui  louchios 
any  uf  the  individual  States.  It  is  accomplishw 
by  granting  patents  to  inventors,  and  preserving 
models,  whica  may  be  done  exclusively  within  the 
Federal  district.  The  right  lu  constitute  courts  in- 
ferior to  the  Supreme  Court,  was  a  necessary  coo- 


such  inferior  court  in  every  Stale,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult, and  might  even  be  impossible,  lo  carry  into 
effect  the  laws  of  Ihe  Geoenu  Government.  The 
right  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads  is  es- 
seniially  of  the  same  character.  For  political, 
commercial, and  social  purposes,  it  was  important 
that  it  should  be  rested  in  the  General  QoverU' 
ment.  Asamerematterof  regulation,  and  nothing 
more,  I  presume,  was  intended  by  it,  it  is  a  power 
easily  executed,  and  involving  little  authority 
within  the  States  individually.  The  right  to  ex- 
ercise exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  the  Federal  district,  and  over  forts,  ma^zinea, 
arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  needful  btnildinga, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Stale  within  which  the 
same  may  be,  is  a  power  of  a  peculiar  character, 
and  is  sufficient  in  itself  to  confirm  what  has  been 
saidof  all  the  other  powers  of  the  General  Go vern- 
meQt.  Of  this  particular  grant,  further  notice  will 
hereafler  be  taken. 
"  the 


I  shall  conclude  my  remark*  on  this  part  of 
inbject  by  observing  that  the  view  whicti  has  b 


been 


presented  of  the  powers  and  chataeter  of  the  two 
Governments  ia  supported  by  the  marked  differ- 
ence which  is  observable  in  the  maimer  of  iheir 
endowment.  The  State  governments  are  divided 
into  three  branches,  a  legislative,  executive,  and 
judiciary  ;  and  the  appropriate  duties  of  each  as- 
signed to  it,  without  any  limitation  of  power,  ex- 
cept such  as  is  necessary  to  guard  against  abate, 
in  the  form  of  bills  of  right.  But,  in  instituting 
the  National  Government,8D' entire  different  prin- 
ciple was  adopted  and  pursued.  The  Govemmoit 
itself  is  organized,  like  the  Stale  governments,  into 
three  branches,  but  its  powers  are  enumerated  and 
defined  in  the  most  precise  form.  The  sabjeet 
has  already  been  too  luilj  explained  to  require  il- 
lustration ny  a  general  view  of  ihe  whole  Consd- 
lulion,  every  part  of  which  affords  proof  of  what 
is  here  advanced.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  advert 
to  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article,  being  that 
more  particularly  which  defines  the  powers,  aad 
fixes  the  character,  of  the  Governmencof  ihe  Uni- 
ted States.  Bv  this  section,  it  is  declared  thai 
Congress  shall  Have  power, 

Isi.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  &e. 

Having  shown  the  origin  of  the  Stale  goran* 
meats,  and  their  endowments,  when  first  ionnad ; 
having  also  shown  the  origin  of  Ihe  National  Gov- 
ernment, and  Ihe  powers  vested  in  it ;  and  havioc 
shown,  lastly,  the  powers  which  are  admiiied  to 
have  remained  to  ihe  State  govemmenis,  after 
those  which  were  taken  from  ihem  by  the  Nalioaal 
Government,  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  wIm- 
ther  Ibe  power  to  adopt  and  execute  a  system  of 
internal  improvement,  by  roads  and  canals,  has 
been  vested  in  Ihe  United  Steles. 

Before  we  can  determine  whether  this  power  bat 
been  granted  to  the  General  Government,  it  will 
be  necessary  lo  ascertain,  distinctly,  the  nalore 
and  extent  of  the  power  retjuisiie  to  make  inch 
improvements.  When  that  is  done,  we  shall  be 
able  to  decide  whether  such  power  is  vested  in 
the  National  OoverDment. 

If  the  power  existed,  it  would,  it  is  preMimed, 
be  executed  by  a  board  of  skilful  engineem,  on  a 
view  of  Ibe  whole  Union,  on  a  [dan  whick  wouU 
secure  complete  effect  to  all  the  great  fmrpoMa  of 
our  Constitution.  It  is  nol  my  ioteDtioD,  how- 
take  up  the  subject  here,  on  tliis  irale.  I 
'      '  of  illnatiatiMi 


a  road  from  Ihe  City  of  t 
Baltimore,  and  to  connect  ibe  ClwsapeaEe  Bay 
wiih  the  Delaware,  and  the  Delaware  with  the 
Raritan,  by  a  caaal~what  mast  be  done  to  cany 
the  project  into  eSect  ?  I  make  here  no  qneatioB 
of  the  existing  power.  I  speak  onl)r  of  the  powei 
necessary  for  the  purpose.  Oommusioims  would 
be  appointed  to  trace  a  route,  in  the  moat  diieel 
line,  paying  due  r^ard  to  heights,  watei^^ourses, 
and  other  obstacles,  and  to  acquire  the  right  to  the 
ground  overwhich  the  road  and  canal  would  pass, 
with  sufficient  breadth  for  each.  This  must  be 
done  by  voluntary  giants,  or  by  pumhases  from 
individuals,  or,  in  case  they  would  not  sell,  ot 
should  a^  M  exorbilaDi  price,  by  coDdoiuiiBg 


:rcr,  lu  ui&e  up  uic  Buvjtrci  j 
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the  ptopertir  mod  Szinff  its  value  by  a  jury  of  the  I 
Ticinage.  The  next  object  Id  be  alteaded  to,  afiec  ; 
the  road  qnd  canal  are  laid  out  and  made,  is  to  I 
keep  ibeiD  ia  repair.  We  know  tbat  there  are  I 
people  in  everj  community  capable  of  committing  : 
voluntary  injuries ;  of  pulling  down  walls  that  are  i 
made  to  sustain  the  road  ;  of  breaking  the  bridges 
OTer  water-coarses,  and  breaking  the  road  itself. 
Some  living  near  it  might  be  disappointed  that  it  | 
did  not  pass  through  thpir  lands,  and  commit  i 
these  acL<t  of  violence  and  waste,  from  revenge,  or 
in  the  hope  of  giving  it  that  direction,  though  for 
a  short  lime.  Injurien  of  this  kind  have  been 
committed,  and  are  still  complained  of,  on  the 
road  from  Cumberland  to  the  Ohio.  To  accom- 
plish this  object  Congress  should  have  a  right  to 
pass  laws  to  punish  offenders,  wherever  they  may 
be  foond.  Jurisdiction  over  the  road  would  not 
be  sufficient,  though  it  were  exclusive.  It  would 
seldom  happen  that  the  parties  would  be  detected  ; 
in  the  act.  They  would  generally  commit  it  in  : 
tbe  night,  and  fly  far  off  before  the  sun  appeared.  ' 
The  power  to  punish  these  culprits  must,  there-  ■ 
fore,  reach  them  wherever  they  go.  They  must.  ! 
also,  be  amenable  to  competent  tribunals,  Federal  ! 
or  State.  The  power  roust  likewise  extend  to  j 
another  object,  not  less  essential  or  important  i 
than  those  already  mentioned.  Experience  has 
shown  that  the  establishment  of  turnpikes,  with 
gates  and  tolls,  and  persons  to  collect  the  tolls,  is 
the  best  expedient  thai  can  be  adopted  to  defray 
the  expense  of  these  improvements,  and  the  re- 
pairs which  Ihey  necessarily  require.  Congress 
moat,  therefore,  have  power  to  make  such  an  estab' 
lishment,  and  to  support  it,  by  such  regulations, 
with  fines  and  penalties,  in  the  case  of  injuries,  as 
aay  be  competent  to  the  purpose.  '  The  right 
must  extend  to  all  those  objects,  or  it  will  be  ut- 
terly incompetent.  It  is  possessed  and  exercised 
by  the  States  individually,  and  it  must  be  pos- 
sessed by  the  United  States,  or  the  preiension 
must  be  abandoned. 

Let  it  be  foriber  supposed  that  Congress,  be- 
lieviog  that  they  do  possess  the  power,  have  passed 
an  act  for  those  purposes,  under  which  commis- 
sioners have  been  appointed,  who  have  begun  the 
work.  They  are  met  at  the  first  farm  on  which 
they  enter,  by  the  owner,  who  forbids  them  to 
trespass  on  his  land.  They  offer  to  buy  it  at  a 
fair  jirice,  or  at  twice  or  thrice  its  value.  He  per- 
sists in  his  refusal.  Can  thev,  on  the  principle 
reco^iaed  and  acted  on  by  all  the  State  govero- 
meDts,  that,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  the  otetinacy 
and  perrerseness  of  an  individual  must  yield  to 
the  public  welfere,  summon  a  jury  of  upright  and 
discreet  men  to  condemn  the  land,  value  it,  and 
compel  the  owner  to  receive  the  amount,  and  to 
deliveT  it  up  to  them  7  I  believe  chat  very  few 
would  concur  in  the  opinion  that  such  a  power 
exists. 

The  next  object  is,  to  preserve  these  improve- 
meots  ftom  injury.  .  The  locks  of  the  canal  are 
brofcen ;  the  walls  which  sustained  the  road  are 
palled  down;  the  bridges  aie  broken;  the  road 
itself  is  ploughed  up;  loll  is  refused  to  be  paid  ; 
the  gates  of  Me  canal  or  turnpike  arc  forced.  The 
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offendersare  pursued,  eanghr,  and  brought  to  trial. 
Can  they  be  punished  7  The  question  of  right 
must  be  decided  on  principle.  The  culprits  will 
avail  themselves  of  every  barrier  that  may  serve 
10  screen  them  from  punishment.  They  will 
plead  that  the  law,  under  which  they  stand  ar- 
raigned, is  unconstitutional,  and  that  question 
must  be  decided  by  the  court,  whether  Federal  or 
State,  on  a  fair  investigation  of  the  powers  vested 
in  tbe  General  Government  by  the  Consiituiioo. 
If  the  Judges  find  thai  these  powers  have  not  been 
granted  to  Congress,  the  prisoners  must  be  ac- 
qoittedj  and,  by  their  acquittal,  all  claim  to  the 
right  to  establish  such  a  system  is  at  an  end. 

I  have  supposed  an  opposition  to  be  made  to  the 
right  in  Congress,  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  and 
other  individuals  charged  with  breaches  of  laws, 
made  to  protect  the  works  from  injury,  because  it 
is  the  mildest  form  in  which  il  can  present  itself. 
It  is  not,  however,  the  only  one.  A  Slate,  also, 
may  contest  the  right,  and  then  ihe  controversy 
assumes  another  cRaiacter.  Government  might 
contend  against  Governmtnl ;  for,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, both  the  Governments  aie  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent of  each  other,  and  in  that  lorm  it  is 
possible,  though  not  probable,  that  opposilion 
might  be  made.  To  each,  limitations  are  pre- 
scribed, and  should  a  contest  rise  between  tbem, 
respecting  their  rights,  and  the  people  sustain  it 
with  any  thing  like  an  equal  division  of  numbers, 
the  worit  consequences  might  ensue. 

It  may  be  ureed  that  the  opposilion  suggested 
by  the  owner  oT  the  land,  or  by  the  Slater  indi- 
vidually, may  be  avoided  by  a  satisfactory  ar- 
rangement with  the  parties.  But  a  suppressioa 
of  opposition  in  that  way,  ia  no  proof  of  a  right 
in  Congress;  nor  could  it,  if  confined  to  that 
limit,  remove  all  the  impediments  to  the  exercise 
of  the  power.  It  is  not  sufficient  tbat  Congress 
may,  by  Ihe  command  and  application  of  the 
public  revenue,  purchase  the  soil,  and  thus  silence 
ihat  class  of  individuals ;  or,  by  the  accommoda- 
tion afforded  to  individual  States,  put  down  oppo- 
sition on  their  part.  Congress  must  be  able  lignl- 
folly  to  control  all  opposition,  or  tbey  cannot 
carry  the  system  into  efiecC.  Cases  would  inevita- 
bly occur  to  put  the  right  to  the  te^t.  The  work 
must  be  preserved  from  injury  ;  tolls  must  be  col- 
lected ;  offenders  must  be  punished.  With  these 
culprits  no  bargain  can  be  made.  When  brought 
to  trial,  ihev  must  deny  the  validity  of  the  law, 
and  that  plea  being  sustained,  all  claim  to  tbe 
right  ceases. 

If  the  United  States  possess  this  power,  it  most 
be,  either  because  it  has  been  specifically  granted, 
or  that  it  is  incidental,  and  necessary  lo  cariy  into 
effect  some  specific  grant.  The  advocates  for  the 
power  derive  it  from  the  following  sources:  1st. 
The  right  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads; 
2d.  To  declare  war ;  3J.  To  regulate  commerce 
among  the  several  States^  4th.  From  the  power 
to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  tbe  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States ; 
5th.  Prom  the  power  to  make  all  laws  necessary 
and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all  tbe 
powers  vested  by  tbe  Constitution  in  the  Govern- 
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meat  of  the  Uaited  States,  or  in  Boy  departmeot 
or  officerthereof ;  6th, and  lastly.  From  tue  power 
to  dispose  of,  and  make  aU  oeedful  rules  and  reg- 
ulations resuectiog,  tlip  territorv  and  other  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
that  (here  is  but  litile  accord  amotig  the  advocates 
for  this  power,  as  to  the  particular  source  fiom 
whence  it  is  derived.  Tbey  all  agree,  however, 
io  ascribing  it  to  some  one  or  more  of  those  above 
meotioned.  I  will  examine  the  ground  of  the 
claim  in  each  instance. 

The  first  of  these  grants  is  in  the  following 
vords:  "Congress  shall  have  power  to  establish 
post  offices  and  post  roads."  What  is  the  just 
import  of  these  words,  and  the  extent  of  the  grant  t 
The  word  "  establish''  is  the  ruling  term ;  "  post 
offices  and  post  roads"  are  the  subjects  on  which 
tt  acts.  The  question,  therefore,  is,  what  power 
ts  grnnTed  by  that  word?  The  sense  in  which 
words  are  commonly  used,  is  that  io  which  they 
are  to  be  understood  in  all  transactions  between 
public  bodies  and  individuals.  The  intention  of 
the  parties  is  to  prevail,  and  there  is  no  better  way 
of  ascerlainine  U,  than  by  giving  to  the  terms 
used  their  ordinary  import.  If  we  were  to  ask 
any  number  of  oui  most  enlightened  citizens,  who 
had  no  connexion  with  pubHc  affairs,  and  whose 
minda  were  unprejudiced,  what  was  the  import  of 
tbe  word  "  estaolish,"  and  the  extent  of  the  grant 
which  it  controls,  we  do  not  think  there  would  be 
any  difference  of  opinion  among  them.  We  are 
ratisGed  that  all  of  rhem  woulu  answer,  that  a 
power  was  thereby  given  to  Congress  to  fix  on  the 
towns,  court-houses,  and  other  pfaces,  throughout 
ourUuion,  at  which  there  should  be  post  offices; 
the  routes  by  which  the  mails  should  be  carried 
from  one  post  office  to  another,  so  as  to  diffuse 
intelligence  as  extensively,  and  (o  make  the  insti- 
tution as  useful  as  possible  ;  to  fix  tbe  postage  to 
be  paid  on  every  letter  and  packet  thus  carried  to 
support  the  establishment ;  and  to  protect  tbe  post 
office  and  mails  from  robbery,  by  punishing  those 
who  should  commit  the  ofience.  Tbe  idea  of  a 
right  to  lay  off  the  roads  of  the  United  Stales  on 
a  general  scale  of  improvement ;  to  take  tbe  soil 
from  the  proprietor  liy  force;  to  establish  turn- 
pikes and  tolls,  and  to  punish  offenders  in  the 
manner  stated  above,  would  never  occur  to  any 
such  person.  The  use  of  the  existing  road  by  the 
stage,  mail  carrier,  or  post  boy,  in  passing  over  it, 
as  others  do,  is  all  that  would  be  thought  of;  tbe 
jurisdiction  and  soil  remaining  to  the  State,  with 
a  right  in  the  State,  or  those  authorized  by  its 
Legislature,  to  change  the  road  at  pleasure. 

The  intention  ofthe  parlies  is  supported  by 
other  proof,  which  ought  to  place  it  beyond  all 
doubt.  In  the  former  act  ol  Government — the 
Confederation — we  find  a  grant  for  tbe  same  pur- 
pose expressed  in  the  following  words:  "The 
'  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  have 
'  the  sole  and  exclusive  tight  and  power  of  esiab-' 
'  lishing  and  regulating  post  offices  from  one  State 
'  to  another,  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
'  of  exacting  such  postage  on  the  papers  passing 
'  through  the  same,  as  may  be  requisite  to  defray 
'  the  expenses  of  said  post  office."    The  lenn 


"  establish"  was  likewise  the  ruling  oite  in  that 
instrument,  and  was  evidently  intended  and  un- 
derstood to  give  a  power  simply  and  solely  to  Gj 
where  there  should  be  post  offices.  By  transfer- 
ring ibis  term  from  the  Confederation  into  the 
Constitution,  it  was  doubtless  intended  that  it 
should  be  understood  in  the  same  sense  in  the  lat- 
ter that  it  was  in  the  former  instrument,  and  lu  be 
applied  alike  to  post  offices  and  post  roads.  Id 
whatever  sense  it  is  applied  to  post  offices,  it  must 
be  applied  in  tbe  same  sense  to  post  roads.  Bui 
it  may  be  asked,  if  sucb  was  the  intention,  why 
were  not  all  the  other  terms  of  the  g^ani  trans- 
ferred with  it?  The  reason  is  obvious.  The 
Confederation  being  a  bond  of  union  between  in- 
dependent Stales,  It  was  necessary,  in  giantiag 
the  powers  which  were  to  be  exercised  over  than, 
to  be  very  explicit  and  minute  in  defining  the 
powers  panted.  But  the  Constitution,  to  the  m 
lent  of  its  powers,  having  incorporated  tbe  Stain 
into  one  government,  like  the  government  of  the 
Slates,  individually^  fewer  words  in  defining  ibt 
powers  granted  by  it,  were  not  only  adequate, bvi 
perhaps  better  adapted  to  the  purpose.  We  finJ 
that  brevity  is  a  characteristic  of  the  instrument. 
Had  it  been  intended  to  convey  a  more  enlarged 
power  in  the  Consiiiuiion  than  bad  been  granitd 
m  the  Confederation,  surely  the  same  cooiroUiDg 
term  would  not  have  been  used;  or  other  words 
would  have  been  added  to  show  such  iaieotioa, 
and  to  mark  the  extent  to  which  tbe  power  should 
be  carried.  It  is  a  liberal  construction  of  the 
powers  granted  in  the  Constitution,  by  this  term, 
10  include  io  it  all  tbe  powers  thai  were  granted 
in  the  Confederation,  by  terms  which  speciGcall; 
defined  and  (as  was  supposed)  extended  their 
limits.  It  would  be  absurd  to  say  that,  by  omit- 
ting from  the  Con.'iiituiiDO  anjr  portion  of  the 
phraseology  which  was  deemed  important  in  the 
Confederation,  the  import  of  that  term  was  en- 
larged, and  with  it  the  powers  of  the  Consiiiu- 
iion, in  a  proportional  d^ee,  beyond  what  they 
were  in  tne  Confederation.  The  light  to  exact 
postage  and  to  protect  the  post  offices  and  mailt 
from  robbery,  hy  punishing  the  offenders,  may 
fairly  be  considered  as  incidents  to  the  ^rant,  since, 
without  it,  the  object  of  the  grant  might  be  de- 
feated. Whatever  is  abEoiuteiy  necessary  to  ihe 
accomplishment  ofthe  object  of  tbe  grant^  though 
not  specified,  may  fairly  be  considered  as  included 
in  it.  Beyond  this,  the  docirinc  of  incidental 
power  cannot  be  carried. 

If  we  go  back  to  the  origin  of  our  settlemeoii 
and  institutions,  and  trace  their  progress  down  to 
the  Revolution,  we  shall  see  that  it  was  in  ihij 
sense,  and  in  none  other,  ihat  the  power  was  exer- 
cised by  all  our  colonial  governments.  Post  offices 
were  made  for  the  country,  and  not  the  country 
for  them.  They  are  the  offspring  of  improTemeoL 
They  never  go  before  it.  Settlements  are  firsj 
made;  after  which  the  progress  js  uniform  and 
simple,  extending  to  objects  m  regular  order  most 
necessary  to  tbe  comfort  of  man ;  schools,  pUcis 
ofpublic  worship,court-houses,  and  markets;  post 
offices  follow.  Roads  may,  indeed,  be  said  to  be 
coeval  wilh  settlements.     They  lead  to  all  the 
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places  mentioned,  and  to  evny  other  which  the 
various  and  compticated  interests  of  society  re- 
It  is  believeil  that  not  one  ezaiaple  can  be  giTeii, 
from  thefirsi  settlement  of  our  country  to  theadop- 
tioQ  of  this  Constitution,  of  a  post  office  beinr 
established  without  a  view  to  existing  roads;  or  of 
a  singleroad  having  been  made  by  pavement,  turn- 
pike, &Cj  for  the  sole  purpose  of  accommoaating 
k  post  office.  Such,  too,  is  the  uniform  progress 
01  all  societies.  In  granting,  then,  this  power  to 
the  United  Stales,  it  was,  undoubtedly,  intended 
by  the  framers  and  ratiSers  of  the  Constitution,  to 
convey  it  in  the  sense  and  extent  only  ia  which  it 
had  been  understood  and  exercised  by  the  previous 
authorities  of  the  country. 

This  conclusion  is  confirmed  by  the  object  of 
the  grant,  and  the  manner  of  its  execution.  The 
object  it  the  transportation  of  the  mail  throughout 
the  United  States,  which  mav  be  done  on  horse- 
back, and  was  so  done  until  lately,  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  stages.  Between  the  great  towns, 
and  in  other  places  where  the  population  is  dense, 
stages  are  preferred,  because  they  afford  an  addi- 
tional opportunity  to  make  a  profit  from  passen- 
gers. Bat  where  the  population  is  .iparse,  and  on 
crosn-roads,  it  is  generaljy  carried  on  horseback, 
Uncounected  with  passengers  and  other  objects,  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  mail  itself  may  be  car- 
ried in  every  part  of  our  Union,  with  nearly  as 
much  economy  and  greater  despatch  on  horseback 
than  in  a  stage,  and  in  many  parts  with  rnuch 
greater.  In  every  part  of  the  Union  in  which 
stages  can  be  preferred,  the  roads  are  sufficiently 
good,  provided  those  which  serve  for  every  other 
purpose  will  accommodate  them.  In  every  other 
part,  where  horses  alone  are  used,  if  other  people 
pass  them  on  horseback  surely  the  mail  carrier 
can.  For  an  object  so  simple,  and  so  easy  in  its 
eiecation,  it  would,  doubtless,  excite  surprise,  if  it 
should  be  thonght  proper  to  appoint  commission- 
ers to  lay  ofi'  the  country  on  a  great  scheme  of 
improvement,  with  the  power  to  shorten  distances, 
reduce  heights,  level  mountains,  and  pave  surfaces. 

If  the  United  States  possessed  the  power  con- 
tended for  under  this  grant,  might  tney  not,  in 
adopting  the  roads  of  the  individual  States  for  the 
carriage  of  the  mall,  as  has  been  done,  assume  ju- 
risdiction over  them,  and  preclude  a  right  to  inter- 
fere with  or  alter  them?  Might  they  not  establish 
lumpikea,  and  exercise  all  the  other  acts  of  sove- 
reignty above  stated,  over  such  roads  neces.<iary  to 
protect  them  from  injury,  and  delray  the  expense 
of  repairing  iheml  Surely,  if  the  right  exists,  these 
consequences  necessarily  followed,  as  soon  as  the 
road  was  established.  The  absurdity  of  such  a 
pretension  roust  be  apparent  to  all  who  examine 
It.  In  this  way  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  of 
erery  State  might  be  taken  from  it,  for  there  is 
scarcely  a  road  in  any  State  which  will  not  be 
used  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail.  A  new 
field  for  legislation  and  internal  government  would 
thas  be  opened. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  think  we  may 
fairly  conclude,  that  the  right  to  adopt  and  exe- 
cute a  system  of  internal  improvement,  or  any  port 


of  it,  has  not  been  granted  to  Congress  under  the 
power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads;  that 
the  common  roads  of  the  country  only  were  con- 
templated by  that  grant,  and  are  fully  competent 
to  all  its  purposes. 

The  next  object  of  inquiry  is,  whether  the  right 
to  declare  war  includes  the  right  to  adopt  and  ex- 
ecute this  system  of  improvement.  The  objections 
to  it  are,  I  presume,  not  less  coDclasive  than  those 
which  are  applicable  to  the  grant  which  we  have 
just  exam  in  ^. 

Under  the  last  mentioned  grant,  a  claim  has 
been  set  up  to  as  much  of  that  system  as  relates 
to  roads.  Under  this,  it  extends  alike  to  roads  and 

We  must  examine  this  grant  by  the  same  rules 
of  construction  that  were  applied  to  the  preceding 
one.  The  object  was  to  take  (his  power  from  the 
individual  Stat^  and  to  vest  it  m  the  General 
OovernmNit.  This  has  been  done  in  clear  and 
explicit  lerms-^rsi,  by  granting  the  power  to 
Congress;  and,  secondly,  by  prohibiting  the  exer- 
ci«e  of  it  by  the  Stales.  Congress  shall  have  a 
right  to  declare  war.  This  is  the  language  of  the 
grant.  If  the  right  to  adopt  and  execute  this  sys- 
tem of  improvement  is  included  in  it,  it  must  beny 
way  of  incident  only,  since  there  is  nothing  in  the 
grant  itself  which  bears  any  relation  to  roads  and 
canals.  The  following  considerations,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, prove,  inconteslably,  that  this  power  has 
not  been  granted  in  that  or  any  other  manner : 

The  United  States  are  exposed  to  iuvaaion 
through  the  wbole  extent  of  their  Atlantic  coast, 
by  any  European  Power  with  whom  we  might  be 
engaged  in  war ;  □□  the  northern  and  northwest- 
ern frontier,  on  (he  side  of  Canada  by  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  on  the  southern  by  Spain,  or  any  Power 
in  alliance  with  her.  If  internal  improvements 
are  to  be  carried  to  the  full  extent  to  which  they 
may  be  useful  for  military  purposes,  the  power  as 
it  exists  must  apply  to  all  the  roada  of  the  Union, 
there  being  no  limitation  to  it.  Wherever  such 
improvements  may  facilitate  the  march  of  troops, 
the  transportation  of  cannon,  or  otherwise  aid  tlie 
operations  or  mitigate  the  calamities  of  war,  along 
the  coast  or  in  any  pert  of  the  interior,  they  would 
be  useful  for  military  purposes,  and  might,  there- 
fore, be  made.  The  power  following  as  an  inci- 
dent to  another  power  can  be  measured,  as  to  its 
extent,  by  reference  only  to  the  obvious  extent  of 
the  power  to  which  it  is  incidental.  So  great  a 
scope  was,  it  is  believed,  never  given  to  incidental 
power. 

If  it  had  been  intended  that  the  right  to  declare 
WOT  should  include  all  the  powers  necessary  to 
maintain  war,  it  woold  follow  thai  nothing  would 
have  been  done  to  impair  the  right,  or  to  restrain 
Congress  from  the  exercise  of  any  power  which 
the  exigencies  of  war  might  require.  The  nature 
and  extent  of  this  exigency  would  mark  the  ex- 
lent  of  Ihe  power  granted,  which  should  always 
be  construed  liberally,  so  as  to  be  adequate  to  the 
end.  A  right  to  raise  money  by  taxes,  duties,  ex- 
cises, and  by  loan ;  to  raise  and  support  armies 
and  a  navy ;  to  provide  for  calling  forth,  arming, 
disciplining,  and  governing  the  militia  when  in 
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the  service  of  the  United  StaleJi ;  eatablishiDg  for- 
tificaiioas,  and  goveniias  ibe  Iroops  sutioaed  in 
them,  independently  of  toe  State  authorities,  and 
to  perform  many  other  acts,  is  indiapeasable  to 
the  maintenance  of  war.  No  war  with  any  great 
Power  can  be  prosecuted  with  success  without  the 
command  of  the  resources  of  the  Union  in  all  these 
respects.  These  powers,  then,  would  of  necessity, 
ftnn  by  common  consent^  have  fallen  within  the 
tight  to  declare  war,  had  it  been  intended  to  con- 
Tey,by  way  of  incident  to  that  right,  the  necewa- 
17  powers  to  taaintain  war.  But  these  powers 
OBTe  all  been  granted  specifically,  with  many 
others,  in  great  detail,  which  experieniK  had  shown 
were  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  war.  By  spe- 
cifically granting,  then,  these  powers,  it  is  mani- 
fest that  every  power  was  thus  granted  which  it 
was  intended  to  grant  for  military  purposes ;  and 
that  it  was  also  intended  that  no  importanl  power 
should  be  included  in  this  grant  by  way  of  inci- 
dent, however  useful  it  might  be  for  some  of  the 
purposes  of  the  grant. 

By  the  sixteenth  of  the  enumerated  power*,  ar- 
ticle 1,  section  S,  GongTess  are  authorized  to  exer- 
cise exclusive  legislation  in  all  case-o  whatever 
over  such  district  as  may  by  cession  of  particular 
States  and  the  acceplanee  of  Congress,  not  exceed- 
ing ten  miles  sqnare,  become  the  seat  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States;  and  to  exerci^ 
libe  authority  over  all  places  purchased  by  the 
consent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  in  which 
the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  maga- 
zines, arsenals,  dock  yards,  and  other  usefiil  buOd- 
iagi.  If  any  doubt  existed  on  a  view  of  other 
parts  of  the  Constitution  respecting  the  decision 
which  ought  to  be  formed  on  the  question  under 
consideration,  I  should  suppose  that  this  clause 
would  completely  remove  it.  It  has  been  shown, 
af^  the  most  liberal  construction  of  all  the  enu- 
merated powers  of  the  Qeneral  Qovemment,  that 
the  territory  within  the  limits  of  the  respective 
Slates  belonged  to  them ;  that  the  United  Stales 
had  no  right,  uader  the  powers  granted  to  them, 
with  the  exception  specified  in  this  giant,  to  any 
the  smallest  portion  of  Inritory  within  a  State, 
all  those  powers  operating  on  a  different  principle, 
and  having  tbeir  full  effect  without  impairing,  in 
the  slightest  dq;ree,  this  ri^ht  in  the  States ;  that 
those  power!  were  in  every  instance  meanxloends, 
which,  being  accomplished,  left  the  aubjecl,  that 
is,  the  property,  in  which  light  only,  land  could  be 
t^aided,  where  it  was  before— under  the  jurisdic- 
tion and  subject  to  the  laws  of  the  State  govern- 
ments. 

The  second  number  of  the  <;lause,  whicb  is  ap- 
plicable to  military  and  naval  purposes  alone, 
claims  particular  attention  here.  It  fully  con- 
firms the  view  taken  of  Ihe  other  enumerated 
powers ;  for,  had  it  been  intended  to  include  in 
the  right  to  declare  war,  by  way  of  incident,  any 
rl^ht  of  jurisdiction  or  legislation  over  territory 
Within  a  State,  it  would  have  been  done  as  to  for- 
tifications, magazines,  arsenals,  dock  yards,  and 
other  needful  buildiogs.  By  specifically  graatiog 
the  rigbi,  as  to  such  small  portions  of  territory  as 
might  be  necessary  for  these  purposes,  and  on  cer- 
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ulhority  must  prevail 
['he  government  of  the  troops 
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tain  condiiioQi,  minutely  and  well  defined,  it  it 
manifest  that  it  was  not  intended  10  grant  it,  at  to 
any  other  portion,  on  any  condition,  for  any  pii> 
pose,  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever. 

It  may  be  said  tbat,  although  the  authorily  to 
exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  certain  csMt, 
within  the  States,  with  their  consent,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  a  prohibition  to  Congress  to  exercise 
like  exclusive  legislation  in  any  other  case,  al- 
though their  consent  should  be  granted,  it  does 
not  prohibit  the  exercise  of  such  jurisdiction  n 
power,  within  a  State,  as  would  be  competent  to 
all  the  purposes  of  internal  iinprovemnit.  1  caa 
conceive  no  ground  on  whicb  the  idea  of  such 
a  power  over  any  part  of  the  territory  of  a  Slate 
can  be  inferred  from  the  power  to  declare  war. 
There  never  can  be  an  occasion  for  jurisdiction 
for  military  purposes,  except  in  fortifications,  dock 
yards,  and  the  like  places,  If  the  soldiers  ace  in 
the  field,  or  t 

fortifications,  the  civil   . 
where  they  are.     fhe  gi 

by  martial  law  is  not  affected  by  it.  In  war,  vbea 
the  forces  are  increased,  and  the  movement  is  ra 
a  greater  scale,  consequences  follow  which  are 
inseparable  from  the  exigencies  of  the  Stale.  More 
freedom  of  action,  and  a  wider  range  of  power,  in 
the  military  commanders,  to  be  exercised  <»■  their 
own  responsibility,  may  be  neces^sary  to  the  puUic 
safety  ;  bui,  even  here,  the  civil  authority  of  the 
Slate  never  ceases  to  operate.  It  is  also  exclnsive 
for  all  civil  purposes. 

Whether  any  power  short  of  that  stated,  would 
be  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, is  denied.  In  the  case  of  territory,  one  gov- 
ernment must  prevail  for  all  the  purpoaes  intended 
by  the  ^ranL  The  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Slates  might  be  modified  in  such  manner  as  to  ad- 
mit that  of  the  State  in  all  cases  and  for  all  pur- 
poses not  necessary  to  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
posed power.  But  Ihe  right  of  the  Genersl  Gav- 
ernmenl  must  be  complete  for  all  the  purposes 
above  slated.  It  must  extend  to  the  seizure  and 
coodemnaiionof  the  property,  if  necessary  ;  to  the 
puoisbment  of  ofienoers  for  iiguries  to  the  roads 
and  canals ;  to  the  eslablishment  and  eafwcemnl 
of  tolls,  &o.  It  must  be  a  complete  right  to  the 
extent  above  stated,  or  it  will  be  of  no  avail.  That 
right  does  not  exist. 

The  reasons  which  operate  in  favor  of  the  right 
of  exclusive  'egislation  in  forts,  dock  yards,  £e., 
do  not  apply  to  any  other  places.  The  safety  of 
such  works,  and  of  the  cities  which  they  are  in- 
tended to  defend,  and  even  of  whole  coram  unities, 
may  sometimes  depend  on  it.  If  spies  are  admit- 
ted within  them  in  time  of  war,  they  might  com- 
municate intelligence  to  the  enemy  which  mi^i 
be  fatal.  All  nations  surround  such  works  with 
high  walls,  and  keep  iheir  f^tesshul.  £ven  here, 
however,  three  important  conditioixs  are  indispen- 
sable to  Bueh  exclusive  legislation;  First,  the 
ground  must  be  requisite  tor,  and  be  applied  to, 
those  purposes;  second,  it  must  be  purchased; 
third,  It  must  be  purchased  by  the  consent  of  ibe 
State  in  whicb  it  may  be.  When  we  fi^d  thatso 
much  care  has  been  taken  to  protect  the  «>vet- 
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etgntf  of  the  Slates  otci  the  territonr  within  their 
respectiye  limits,  Bdmittin^  tb>i  of  the  United 
States  over  noeh  tmall  portions,  and  lot  such  spe- 
cial and  important  purposes  onlf ,  the  coQclosion 
is  irresistiUe,  not  oaly  that  the  power  neceasarr 
for  internal  improvementi  has  not  been  graaiefl, 
tnt  that  it  has  been  clearly  prohibited. 

I  conte  next  Ut  the  right  lo  regtdata  cMiitnerce, 
the  third  soorce  from  whence  the  ri^ht  to  make  in- 
ternal improTemenlsii  claimed.  It  1*  expiessed  in 
the  following  wcHds:  "  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  r^nlate  eommerce  with  f«eign  nations,  and 
among  the  sereral  Statea,  and  with  the  Indian 
tribes."  Thereasonin«apjuieaUe  to  the  preceding 
claimsiseqiiallysotothis.  ThemischiefeotnpbunM 
of  was,  that  ^s  puwet  could  not  be  exercised  with 


in  which  the  powa  was  understood  and  exercised 
hj  the  States,  was  doubdese  that  in  which  it  was 
transferred  to  the  United  States.  The  policy  was 
the  same  as  to  three  branches  of  this  grsni,  and  it 
is  scarcely  possible  to  separate  the  two  first  from 
each  othetj  in  any  view  irtiioh  may  be  taken 
of  the  sabjecl.  The  last  relating  to  the  Indian 
tribes,  it  of  a  nature  distinct  from  the  others, 
for  reaaOBS  too  well  known  to  reqnire  eX|Aanatioi]. 
Commerce  between  independent  Powers  or  eom- 
monitieB,  is  uairersally  regulated  by  duties  and 
imposts.  It  was  so  r^pilatM  by  the  Slates  before 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  equally  in  respect 
to  each  other  and  to  foreign  Powers.  The  goods 
and  vesaeb  employed  in  the  trade  are  the  only  sub- 
jects of  regulation.  It  can  act  on  none  other.  A 
power,  then,  to  impose  such  duties  and  imposts, 
in  r^ard  to  foreign  nations,  and  to  prerent  any 
on  the  trade  between  the  States,  was  the  only 
power  granted. 

If  we  recur  to  the  canses  which  produced  the 
adoption  of  thb  Constitution,  we  shall  find  that 
injuries  tesulting  from  ^e  r^^lation  of  trade,  b^ 
the  States,  respectively,  and  the  advantages  antici- 
pated from  the  transfer  of  the  power  to  Gongress, 
were  among  those  which  had  the  most  weight. 
lostead  of  acting  as  a  nation  in  regard  to  foreign 
powers,  (he  Slates,  individaally,  had  commenced 
a  system  of  restraint  on  each  other,  whereby  the 
iniemts  of  foreign  Powers  were  promoted  atlhflr 
expense.  If  one  State  imposed  high  duties  on  the 
goods  or  vessels  of  a  foreign  Power,  to  countervail 
the  regnlatioDs  of  such  Power,  the  next  adjoining 
States  impOKd  lighter  duties,  to  invite  those  arti- 
dec  into  their  ports,  that  they  might  be  transfer- 
red thence  into  the  other  States,  secaring  the  du- 
ties to  themaelves.  This  contracted  policy  in  some 
of  the  States  was  soon  counteracted  by  others. 
Restraints  were  immediately  laid  on  such  com- 
merce by  the  rafiering  Slates  and  thus  bad  grown 
up  a  state  of  affiiirs,  disorderly  and  annatoral,  (he 
tendency  of  which,  was,  to  destroj  the  Union  it- 
celf,  8tM  with  it,  all  hoite  of  realizing  those  bles- 
sings, which  we  had  anticipated  from  the  glorious 
revolotion  which  had  been  to  recently  achieved. 
From  this  deplorable  dilemma,  or  rather  certain 
ruin,  we  were  happily  rescued  by  the  adoption  of 
the  ConstiratioD. 


Among  the  first  and  laott  important  efiects  of 
this  fKM  revolution,  was  the  complete  abolition 
of  this  perniciouspolicy.  The  Slates  were  broiight 
together  by  the  Constitution,  as  to  commerce,  into 
one  community,  eqnal]y,in  regard  to  foreign  na- 
tions and  each  other.  The  r^ulatious  that  were 
adopted,  regarded  us,  in  both  respects,  as  one  peo- 
ple. Tiie  duties  and  imposts  that  were  laid  on 
the  vessels  and  merchandise  of  foreign  natioiM, 
wa«  all  uniform  throughout  the  United  States, 
and,  in  the  intercourse  between  the  States  them- 
selves, no  duties  of  any  kind  were  imposed,  other 
than  between  different  porta  and  counties  within 
the  same  State. 

This  view  is  snpporled  by  a  series  of  measures, 
all  of  a  marked  character,  preceding  the  adoption 


the  United  States  a  power  to  levy  a  duty  of  fire 
per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  Irom  foreign  coun- 
tries into  the  United  States,  for  the  term  of  fifteen 
yms.  In  1783,  this  recommendation,  with  alter- 
ations as  to  the  kind  of  duties,  and  aner"     "        *■ 


mended  to  the  States  to  aothorize  Confess  to  pfo- 
hibit,  under  certain  modifications,  the  importatioa 
of  goods  from  foreign  Powers  into  the  United 
Stales  for  fifteen  years.  In  1785,  the  consideratioa 
of  the  subject  was  resumed,  and  a  proposition  pre- 
sented in  a  new  form,  With  an  address  to  the 
States,  explaining  fully  the  principles  on  which  a 
grant  of  toe  power  lo  regulate  trade  was  deotted 
indispensable.  In  ^^^^  a  meelinc  tooh  place  at 
Annapolis,  of  delegates  from  several  of  the  States, 
on  this  subject,  and,  on  their  report,  a  convention 
was  formed  at  Philadelphia  the  ensuing  year,  fjpm 
all  (he  States,  to  whose  deliberations  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  present  Constitution. 

In  none  of  these  measures  was  the  sutgect  of  in- 
ternal improvement  mentioned,  or  even  glanced 
at.  Those  of  1784,  5,  6,  and  7,  leading,  step  by 
step,  to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitntion,  ha<l  in 
view,  only,  the  obtaining  of  a  power  to  enable 
Congress  to  regulate  trade  with  foreign  Powers. 
It  is  manifest  that  the  regulation  of  trade  with  the 
several  States,  was  altogether  a  secondary  object, 
suggested  by  and  adopted  in  connexion  with  the 
other.  If  tne  power  necessary  to  this  system  of 
improvement  is  included  under  either  branch  of 
this  grant,  I  should  suppose  thai  it  was  the  first, 
rather  than  the  second.  The  pretension  to  it,  how- 
ever, under  that  branch  has  never  been  set  up.  In 
support  of  the  claim,  under  the  second,  no  reason 
has  been  assigned  woich  appears  to  have  the  least 
w^ht. 

The  fourth  daim  is  founded  on  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  "pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  wdfare"  of  the  United 
States.  This  claim  has  less  reason  on  its  aide, 
than  either  of  those  which  we  have  already  exam- 
ined. The  power  of  which  this  forms  a  part  is  ex- 
pressed in  tbe  following  words :  "  Congress  shall 
'  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
'  posts,and  excises:  lopay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
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'United  Stales;  but  alt  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
'  cise«,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
'  SiBtei." 

That  (he  second  part  of  this  grant  gires  a  light 
to  appropiiate  the  public  money,  and  noibing 
moie,  is  erident,  from  the  following  considera- 
tions; 

1.  If  the  right  of  appropriation  is  not  given  by 
this  clause,  it  is  not  siTen  at  all — there  being  no 
other  grant  in  the  Conatiiution  which  gives  it 
directly,  or  which  has  any  bearing  on  the  subject, 
CTeix  by  implicHtioD,  except  the  two  following: 
First,  ilie  prohibition  which  is  contained  in  the 
eleventh  of  the  enumerated  powers  not  to  appro- 
^iate  money  for  the  snpportofarmies  for  a  longer 
term  than  two  years;  and,  second,  the  declara- 
tion of  the  aiith  member  or  clanse  of  the  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article,  that  no  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  In  consequence  of 
Appropriations  made  by  law. 

2.  This  part  of  the  grant  has  none  of  the  char- 
acteristics of  a  distinct  and  original  power.  It  is 
manifestly  incidental  to  the  great  objects  of  the 
first  part  of  the  grant,  which  authorizes  Congress 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  ex- 
ciscG — a  power  of  vast  extent,  not  granted  by  the 
Cuifederalion — the  grant  of  whicn  formed  one 
of  ibe  principal  inducements  to  the  adoption  of 
this  Constitution.  If  both  parts  of  the  grant  are 
taken  together,  (as  they  must  be^  for  the  one  fol- 
lows immediately  afier  the  other  in  the  same  sen- 
tence,) it  seems  to  be  impossible  to  give  to  the 
latter  any  other  construction  than  that  contended 
for.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  dunes,  imposts,  and  excises.  For  what 
purpose  7  To  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  Unit- 
ed States — an  arrangement  and  phraseology  which 
clearlv  show  that  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  was 

-•naed  to  enumerate  the  purposes  to  which  the 


money  thus  raised  might  be  abpropriated. 

3.  If  this  is  not  the  reed  omect  and  fair  con- 
struction of  the  second  part  of  this  grant,  it  fal- 


lows either  that  it  has  no  import  or  operati 
whatever  on  one  of  much  greater  extent  than  ibe 
first  part.    This  presumption  is  eridently  ground- 
less in  both  instances — in  the  first,  because  no  part 
of  the  Constitution  can  be  considered       ' 


the  second  part  of  the  clause  an  original  grant, 
embracing  the  same  object  with  the  6rst,  but  with 
much  greater  power  than  it,  would  be  in  the 
highest  degree  absurd.  The  order  generally  ob- 
served in  grants— an  order  founded  in  common 
sense,  lince  it  promotes  a  clear  understanding  of 
their  import — is  to  grant  the  power  ialeoded  to  be 
conveyed  in  the  most  full  and  explicit  manner, 
and  [hen  to  explain  or  qualify  it,  if  explanalion  or 
qualification  should  be  necessary.  This  order  has. 
It  is  believed,  been  invariably  observed,  in  all  the 
grants  contained  in  the  Constitution.  In  the  sec- 
ond, because,  if  the  clause  in  question  is  not  con- 
strued merely  as  >■  authority  to  appropriate  the 
public  money,  it  must  be  obvious  that  it  conveys 
«  power  of  indefinite  and  unlimited  extent — that 


tboe  would  have  been  no  use  for  the  special 
powers  to  raise  and  support  armies  and  a  navy; 
to  regulate  commerce;  to  call  forth  the  militia; 
or  even  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises.  An  unqualified  power  to  pay  the  debit 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare,  as  the  second  part  of  this  clause  would 
be,  if  considered  as  a  distinct  and  separate  grant, 
would  extend  to  every  object  in  which  the  public 
could  be  interested.  A  power  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  would  give  to  Congress  the 
command  of  ibe  whole  force,  and  of  ail  tbe  re- 
sources of  the  Union.  But  a  right  to  provide  for 
(he  general  welfare  would  go  much  furiber.  It 
woald,  in  efiect,  break  down  all  the  bvtiers  be- 
tween the  States  and  the  General  Gioveniment, 
and  consolidate  the  whole  under  the  latter. 

The  powers  Epecifically  granted  to  CongresL 
are  what  aro  called  the  eDumeraied  powers,  and 
are  numbered  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand, 
among  which,  that  contained  in  the  first  clause, 
holds  the  first  place  in  point  of  importance.  If 
the  power  created  by  the  latter  part  of  the  clause 
is  considered  an  ori^al  grant,  unconnected  with, 
and  independent  ol,  the  first,  as  in  that  case  it 
must  be.  then  the  first  part  is  entirely  done  away, 
as  are  all  the  other  grants  in  the  Constitution,  be- 
ing completely  absorbed  in  the  transcendent  power 
granted  in  the  latter  part.  But  if  the  clause  be 
construed  in  the  sense  contended  for,  then  efttf 
part  has  an  important  meaning  and  efiect;  nota 
line,  a  word,  in  it,  is  superfluous.  A  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxea,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  sub- 
jects to  the  call  of  Congress  every  branch  of  the 
public  revenue,  internal  and  external;  and  tbe  ad- 
dition to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  tbe  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare,  gives  the  right 
of  applying  the  money  raised,  that  is,  of  appraprt- 
Bting  it  to  the  purposes  specified,  according  to  a 

tiro  pet  construction  of  the  terms.  Hence,  it  fol- 
ows,  that  it  is  the  first  part  of  the  clause  only 
which  gives  a  power  which  aflecis  in  any  mannei 
the  power  temsicing  to  tbe  Slates;  as  the  powa 
to  raise  money  from  the  people,  whether  it  be  1^ 
taxesj  duties,  imposts,  or  excises,  though  concur- 
rent in  the  States,  as  to  taxes  and  excises,  must 
necessarily  do.  But  the  use  or  application  of  tbe 
monejr,  after  it  is  raised,  is  a  power  altogether  of 
a  difierent  character.  It  imposes  no  burden  on 
the  people,  nor  can  it  act  on  them  in  «  sense  to 
take  power  from  the  States,  or  in  any  sense  in 
which  power  can  be  controverted,  or  become  a 
question  between  tbe  two  governments.  Tbe  ap- 
plication of  money  nirei  under  a  lawful  power, 
IS  a  right  or  grant  which  may  be  abused.  It  may 
be  applied  partially  among  the  Stales,  or  to  im- 
proper purposes  in  our  foreign  and  domestic  con- 
cerns; but  still  it  is  a  power  not  fell  in  the  sense 
of  other  power,  since  the  only  complaint  which 
any  Stale  can  make  of  such  parlialiiy  and  abus^ 
is,  that  some  other  State  or  States  have  obtained 
greater  benefit  from  the  application,  than  by  a 
just  rule  of  apportionment  they  were  entitled  to. 
The  right  of  appropriation  is,  therefore,  from  its 
nature,  secondary  and  incidental  to  tbe  rigbl  of 
raising  money,  and  it  was  proper  to  place  it  in  the 
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mme  grant  and  same  clanse  with  that  right.  By 
finding  them,  tbea^  in  Ihat  order,  we  see  a  new 
proof  of  the  sense  in  which  the  ^ranl  was  made, 
correspondiag  with  the  view  herein  taken  of  it. 

The  last  part  of  thia  grant,  which  provides  that 
all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  Uoited  States,  furniahea  another 
strong  proof  that  it  was  not  intended  that  the 
second  part  should  constitute  a  distinct  grant,  in 
the  sense  above  stated,  or  conTey  any  otber  right 
than  that  of  appropriation.  Thia  provision  oper- 
ates excluaively  on  the  power  granted  in  ihe  first 
part  of  Ihe  clause.  It  recites  three  branches  of 
that  power — duties,  imposts,  and  excises — [hose 


already  provided  for  in  another  part  of  the  Con- 
stitniion.  The  object  of  this  provision  is  to  aecurt 
a  jnat  equality  among  the  States  in  the  exercise  of 
that  power  by  Congress.  By  placing  it  af^er  both 
the  grants,  that  is,  after  that  to  raise  and  that  to 
appropriate  the  public  money,  and  making  it  ap- 
ply to  the  6rst  only,  it  shows  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended ihat  (he  power  granted  in  the  second  should 
be  paramount  to,  and  destroy,  that  granted  in  the  i 
first.  Ii  shows,  also,  that  no  such  formidable  I 
power  as  that  suggested  had  been  granted  in  the  : 
second,  or  any  power,  against  the  aliuae  of  which 
it  was  thought  necessary  specially  to  provide. 
Surely,  if  it  was  deemed  proper  to  guard  a  Kpe-  I 
cific  power  of  limited  extent  and  wet!  known  im- 1 
port,  against  injustice  and  abnae,  it  would  have  ! 
been  much  more  so  to  have  guarded  against  the  I 
abuse  of  a  power  of  such  vast  extent,  and  so  inde- 
fiaiie,  as  would  bare  been  granted  by  the  second 
part  of  the  clause,  if  considered  as  a  distinct  and 
original  grant. 

With  this  construction  all  the  other  enumerated 
grants,  and  indeed  all  the  grants  of  power,  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution,  nave  their  full  opera- 
tion and  effect.  They  all  stand  well  together, 
folfilline  the  great  purposes  intended  by  them. 
Under  it  we  behold  a  great  scheme,  consistent  in 
all  its  parts,  a  Oovemment  instituted  for  national 
parposes,  vested  with  adequate  powers  for  those 
pofposes,  commencing  with  Ihe  most  imjKirtant 
of  all,  thai  of  the  revenue,  and  proceeding,  in  reg- 
ular order,  to  the  others,  with  which  it  waa  deemed 
praper  to  endow  it,  all  too  drawn  with  the  utmost 
circtimspeclion  and  care.  How  much  more  con- 
sJstcDt  in  this  construction,  with  the  great  objects 
of  the  institution,  and  with  the  high  character  of 
ihe  enlightened  and  patriotic  citizens  who  framed 
it,  as  well  as  of  those  who  ratified  it,  than  one 
which  Bobverta  every  sound  principle  and  rule  of 
construetionandthrowsevery  thing  into  eon  fusion. 

I  have  dwelt  thus  long  on  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, from  an  earnest  desire  to  fix,  in  a  clear  and 
satisfactory  manner,  the  import  of  the  second  part 
of  this  grant,  well  knowing,  from  the  generality 
of  the  terms  used,  their  tendency  to  lead  into  error. 
I  indulge  a  strong  hope  that  the  view  herein  pre- 
sented will  not  be  without  effect,  but  will  tend  to 
satisfy  [be  unprejudiced  and  impartial  that  nothing 
more  was  granted,  by  that  part,  than  a  power  to 
ajiprqprtidc  the  public  money  raised  under  tbeolher 


part.     To  what  extent  tbal  power  may  be  carried 
will  be  the  next  object  of  inquiry. 

It  is  contended,  on  the  one  side,  that  as  the 
National  Government  is  a  Government  of  limited 
powers,  it  has  no  right  to  expend  money,  except 
—  the  performance  of  acts  authorized  by  the  other 


branches,  elves  to  Congress  discretionary  power 
of  any  kind,  but  is  a  mere  instrument,  in  its  baods^ 
to  carry  into  effect  the  powers  contained  in  the 
other  grenis.  To  this  construction  I  was  inclined 
in  the  more  early  stage  of  our  Government;  but, 
on  further  reflection  and  observalioo,  my  mind 
has  undergone  a  change,  for  reasons  which  1  will 
frankly  unfold. 

The  grant  consists,  as  heretofore  observed,  of  a 
two-fold  power ;  the  first  to  raise,  the  second  to 
appropriate,  the  public  money,  and  the  terms  used 
in  both  instances  are  general  and  uuqualified. 
Each  branch  was  obviously  drawn  with  a  view  to 
the  other,  and  the  import  of  each  tends  to  illustrate 
that  of  the  other.  The  grant  to  raise  money, 
gives  a  power  over  every  subject  from  which 
revenue  may  be  drawn,  and  is  made  in  the  same 
maoner  with  the  grants  to  declare  war,  to  raise 
and  support  armies  and  a  navy,  to  regulate  com- 
merce, to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,  and 
with  all  the  other  specific  grants  to  the  General 
Government.  In  the  discharge  of  the  powera 
contained  in  any  of  these  grants,  there  is  no  other 
check,  than  that  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  rreat 
principles  of  our  system,  the  responsibility  oi  (he 
Representative  to  his  constituents.  If  war^  for 
"cample,  is  necessary,  and  Congress  declare  it  for 
}od  cause,  their  constituents  will  support  them 
I  it.  A  like  support  will  be  ^iven  them  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  under  any  and 
every  other  power  vested  in  the  United  States.  Ie 
affords  to  the  friends  of  our  free  governments  the 
most  heart-felt  consolation  to  know,  end  from  the 
best  evidence,  our  own  experience,  that,  in  great 
emergencies,  the  boldest  measures,  Huch  as  form 
the  strongest  appeals  to  ibe  virtue  and  patriotista 
of  the  people,  are  sure  to  obtain  the  most  decided 
approbation.  But  should  the  Representative  act 
corruptly,  and  betray  his  trust,  or  otherwise  prove 
that  he  was  unworthy  of  the  cooSdence  of  his 
eonstituenti,  he  would  be  equally  sure  to  lose  it, 
and  to  be  removed  and  otherwise  censured,  accord- 
ing to  his  deserts.  The  power  to  raise  money  by 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  is  alike  unqual- 
ified, nor  do  I  see  any  check  on  tne  exercise  of  it, 
other  than  that  which  applies  to  the  other  powers 
above  recited,  the  responsibility  of  the  Represen- 
tative to  his  constituents.  Congress  know  the 
extent  of  the  public  engagements,  and  the  sums 
necessary  to  meet  them  :  tTiey  know  how  much 
may  Be  derived  from  eaen  branch  of  revenue  with- 
out pressing  it  too  far ;  and,  payine  due  regard  to 
the  mterests  of  the  people,  they  likewise  know 
which  branch  ought  to  be  resorted  to,  in  the  first 
instance.  From  the  commenjement  of  the  Gkiv- 
emment,  two  branches  of  this  power^  duties  and 
imposts,  have  been  in  constant  operation,  the  rer- 
eoue  from  which  has  supported  the  Government 
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in  its  Tarious  braochet,  and  met  its  olhei  ordioary 
uigBgemeDta.  In  great  emetgeacies,  the  other 
two,  taxes  and  excises,  baTe  likewise  been  resorted 
to,  and  Deither  was  the  right  or  the  policy  ever 

«alled  iQ  question. 

If  we  look  10  the  second  brancb  of  this  power, 
that  which  authorizes  the  approptiation  of  the 
money  thus  raised,  we  fiad  that  it  u  not  lets  gene- 
ral and  uoqualiGed  than  the  power  lu  raise  it. 
More  comprehensive  terms  than  to  "  pay  the  debts 
sod  provide  for  the  common  defence  and  gene- 
lal  welfare,"  could  not  have  been  used.  So  inti- 
mately coDoeeied  with  and  dependent  on  each  other 
are  these  two  branches  of  power,  that,  had  either 
been  limited,  the  limiteiion  would  hare  bad  the 
like  efieei  on  the  other.  Had  the  power  to  raise 
money  been  conditional,  or  restricted  to  special 
purposes,  the  appropriation  must  have  correspond- 
ed with  It,  for  none  but  the  money  raised  could  be 
approptialied,  nor  could  it  be  appropriated  to  other 
purposes  than  those  which  were  permitted.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  right  of  appropriation  had 
been  restricted  to  certain  purposes,  it  would  be 
useless  and  improper  to  raise  more  than  would  be 
adequate  to  those  purposes.  It  may  fairly  be  in- 
ferred these  testtainta  or  checks  have  been  care- 
iiillv  and  intentioDallr  avoided.  The  power,  in 
eacn  branch,  is  alike  broad  and  unqualified,  and 
each  is  drawn  with  peculiar  fitness  to  the  other  ; 
the  latter  requirmg  terms  of  great  extent  and  force 
to  accommodate  the  former,  which  have  been 
adopted,  and  both  placed  in  the  same  clause  and 
sentence.  Can  it  be  premmed  that  all  these  cit- 
camstances  were  so  nicely  adjusted  by  mere  acct- 
dentl  Is  it  not  more  just  to  conclude  that  they 
were  the  result  of  due  deliberation  and  design? 
Had  it  been  intended  that  Congress  should  be  re- 
stricted in  the  appropriation  of^the  public  money 
to  such  expenditures  as  were  authorized  by  a  rigid 
construction  of  the  other  specific  ^ants,  bow 
easy  would  it  have  been  to  have  provided  for  it  by 
t  declaration  to  that  eHect.  The  omission  of  such 
declaration  is,  therefore,  an  additional  proof  that 
it  was  not  intended  that  the  grant  should  be  so 
CftBstrued. 

!t  was  evideody  impossible  to  have  subjected 
tjfia  grant,  in  either  branch,  lo  such  restriction, 
without  exposing  the  Government  to  very  serious 
embarrassment.  Howcarry  itintoeffect?  If  the 
grant  had  been  made  in  any  dc^ee  dependent  upon 
the  States,  the  GoTernmeni  would  have  experi- 
enced the  fate  of  the  Confederation.  Like  it,  it 
would  have  withered  and  soon  perished.  Had  the 
Supreme  Court  been  attthorized,  or  should  any 
other  tribunal,  distinct  from  the  Government,  be 
authorized,  to  impose  its  veto,  and  to  say  that  more 
money  had  been  raised  under  either  branch  of  this 
power,  that  is,  by  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  or  excises, 
than  was  necessary  ;  that  such  a  tax  or  doty  was 
tiseless ;  that  the  appropriation  to  this  or  that  pur- 

Ce  was  uncoDstitutional — the  movement  might 
'e  been  suspended,  and  the  whole  system  dis- 
organized. It  was  impossible  to  have  created  a 
Sower  within  the  Government,  or  any  other  power, 
istinct  from  Congress  and  the  Executive,  which 
should  control  the  moTement  of  the  GoTeromeDt 


iti  this  respect,  and  not  destroy  JL  Ha?  ii  bets 
declared,  by  a  clause  in  the  Constitutian.  that  tke 
expenditures  under  this  grant  should  be  reatricud 
to  the  construction  which  might  be  given  a{  ibe 
other  grants,  such  restraint,  though  the  taoil  nno- 
cenl,  could  not  have  failed  lo  have  had  an  injuri- 
ous effect  tu)  the  vital  principles  of  the  Goveni- 
ment,  and  ofien  on  its  mont  impotiaBi  mnuuns, 
Those  who  might  wish  to  defeat  a  measure  pro- 
posed, might  construe  tbe  power  relied  on  in  nip- 
port  of  it  m  a  narrow  and  co&tracted  manner,  ind 
m  that  way  fix  a  precedent  inconsistent  with  the 
true  import  of  the  grant.  At  other  times,  thoK 
who  favored  a  measure,  might  give  10  the  power 
relied  on  a  forced  or  strained  consti'uctioD,  and, 
succeeding  in  the  object,  6x  a  precedent  in  the<ni- 
posite  extreme.  Thus  it  is  manifest  that,  if  tbe 
right  of  appropriation  be  confined  to  chat  liaiii. 
measures  may  oftentimes  be  carried  or  defcattd 
by  considerations  and  motives  altogether  iadepco- 
dent  of,  and  unconnected  with  their  meri^  isd 
the  several  powers  of  Congress  receive  coastnK- 
tions  equally  inccoisisteut  wiih  their  true  import. 
No  such  declaratioQj  however,  has  betn  nude, ud 
from  the  fair  import  of  the  grant,  and,  indeed,  its 
positive  terms,  the  inference  inat  such  was  iatindtd 
seems  lo  be  precluded. 

Many  considentions  of  great  weight  opaiie  id 
favor  of  this  construciioQ,  while  I  do  not  pereein 
any  serious  objections  to  it.  If  it  be  esUtdislied, 
it  ibllows  that  tbe  words  "  to  provide  for  the  «hii- 
mon  defence  and  general  welfare,"  havea  Moite, 
safe,  and  usefnl  meaning.  The  idea  of  tbeirfotm- 
ing  an  original  grant,  with  nnliroited  power,  s 


of  appropriation;  a  rishi  indispensable  lo  that  of  ' 
raisuig  a  revenue,  and  necessary  to  exp^dinun 
under  every  grant.  By  it,  as  already  observed,  m 
new  power  will  be  taken  from  the  Stales,  tbe 
money  to  tie  appropriated  being  raised  under  a 
power  alt«ady  granted  to  Congress.  By  it,  too, 
the  motive  for sivingaforced  or  strained codsUik- 
lion  to  any  ol  the  other  specific  grmnts  will,  in 
most  instances  be  diminished,  and  in  DMny  uus!; 
destroyed.  The  importance  of  this  considerstioe 
cannot  be  too  highly  estimated,  since,  in  addiiioB 
to  the  examples  already  given,  it  ought  partten- 
larly  to  be  recollected  ttiat,  to  whatever  extent  uy 
specified  power  loay  be  carried,  the  right  of  jorit- 
dtctiott  goes  with  it,  pursuing  it  tbroagh  all  iu  in- 
cidents. The  very  important  agency  which  tbu 
grant  has  in  carrymg  into  effect  every  other  grani, 
IS  a  wrooff  argument  in  favor  of  the  coBstmciioii 
contended  for.  All  the  other  grants  are  limited 
by  the  nature  of  the  offices  which  they  have  sev- 
erally to  perform,  each  conveying  a  power  to  do  i 
certain  thing,  and  that  only,  whereas  this  ii  co- 
extensive with  the  great  scheme  ol  the  Govern- 
ment itself,  It  is  the  lever  which  taises  aad  pnis 
the  whole  machinery  in  motion,  and  continues  ibe 
movement.  Should  either  of  theothergrantsfBil, 
in  consequence  of  any  condition  or  litnitation  at- 
tached to  it,  or  misconstruction  ot  its  power!, 
much  injury  might  follow,  but  still  it  would  be 
the  foilure  of  one  branch  of  power,  of  one  itm 
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Id  the  g^tinu  oalf.  All  tbe  oihen  migbt  more 
on.  Bat  sboald  the  rif  ht  to  raise  and  appropriate 
the  paUic  mouef  be  improperly  restncted,  the 
whole  R^tem  might  be  MnaiUjr  aflectod,  if  not 
diMfganned.  Eachof  the  other  oraats  is  Ijniiicd 
by  the  natve  of  the  grant  itaelf.  This,  by  the- 
oature  of  the  Governmeat  ottljr.  Hence,  it  became 
otcennr,  Aat,  like  the  power  t-o  declare  war,  this 
power  inould  be  commensurate  with  the. great 
icheme  of  the  OoTemiaeot,  and  with  all  its  por- 

ir  then  the  right  to  raise  and  appropriate  the 
pnUie  money  is  not  restricted  to  the  expenditures 
aider  the  other  specific  granti,  according  to  a 
Mrict  constniclitm  of  their  powers,  respectively,  is 
there  no  linutation  to  it  1  Hare  Congress  a  rigbt 
to  raiie  and  appropriate  the  mooey  to  any,  and  to 
every  parpoae,BecoTdiDg  to  their  will  and  pleaaure'7 
Their  certainly  have  not.  The  Government  of 
the  United  Stales  is  a  limited  Govemmoit,  insti- 
ttned  for  great  national  purposes,  and  for  Ihoie 
only.  Other  interests  are  commiii^  to  the  Stats, 
whoae  dntv  it  is  to  provide  for  them.  Each  Gov- 
emment  sbould  look  to  tbe  great  and  etseBtial 
purvcttes  for  which  it  was  institntetl,  and  confine 
Itself  lo  thow  parposes.  A  Stale  government  will 
rarely,  if  ever,  apply  money  to  national  purpows, 
withont  making  it  a  charge  to  the  nation.  Tbe 
people  of  the  State  would  not  pumit  it.  Nor  will 
Coap^  be  apt  to  apply  money  in  aid  of  the  State 
adinmistrations,for  purposes  strictly  lacal,in  which 
the  nation  at  lar^e  has  no  intereat.  although  the 
Suie  ahould  denre  it.  The  people  of  the  other 
Slates  wnUld  condemn  it.  Tbey  wonld  declare 
that  CongrasB  bad  no  i^t  to  tax  them  for  snch 
a  purpoae,  and  dismiss,  at  the  next  election,  inch 
orilinr  representatives  as  had  voted  for  the  mea- 
lore,  eapeeially  if  it  shoald  be  sererdy  fell.  1  do 
Dol  ihink  that  in  offices  of  this  kind,  there  is  maeb 
dinger  of  the  two  Cktvemments  mistaking  their 
iatercsis  or  ibeir  duties.  I  ratber  expect  that  they 
would  soon  hare  a  clear  aad  distinct  undenland' 
ing  of  them,  aad  move  on  in  great  harmony. 

Good  rvwJs  and  canals  wilfpromote  manf  very 
importaninatioaa^urpose*.  They  will  &cilitate 
the  operations  of  war,  the  movements  of  troops, 
tbe  transportation  of  cannon,  of  provisions,  and 
every  warlike  store,  mncb  to  our  advantage,  and 
to  the  diaadrantage  of  the  enemy  in  time  of  war. 
Good  roads  will  facilitate  the  transportation  of 
the  mail,  tad  theteby  pronote  the  purposes  of 
commeree  and  political  iotdligence  among  the 
people.  They  mil,  by  being  properly  directed  to 
these  objects,  enhance  the  valna  of  oor  vacant 
lands,  a  treasure  oi  vast  rewmrce  lo  the  nation. 
To  tbe  apprnniation  of  (be  public  money  to  im- 
provemeniB,  having  theae  olijects  in  view,  and 
carried  to  a  certain  extern^  I  do  not  see  any  well 
founded  Cotutitntianal  objection. 
,  Inr^ard  to  our  foreign  concerns,  provided  they 
are  maaaged  with  int^rity  and  ability,  great  lib- 
erality ia  allowable  in  ibe  application  of  the  pub- 
lic money.  In  ihemanagementtrf  these  concerns, 
no  State  iolerests  can  be  affected,  no  State  rights 
violated.  The  complete  and  exclusive  control  over 
them  is  vested  in  Cougrcas.    The  power  lo  form 


treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce  with  foreign 
Powers;  to  regulate  by  law  our  commerce  with 
them;  to  determine  on  peace  or  war;  to  raise 
armies  and  a  navy ;  to  call  forth  the  militia,  and 
direct  their  operations,  belongs  to  the  General 
GoTemment  These  great  powers,  embracingthe 
whole  scope  of  our  foreign  relations,  beipg  granted, 
OB  what  principle  can  it  be  said  that  tbe  minor 
are  withheld  7  Are  not  the  latter  clearly  and  evi- 
dently; comprised  in  the  former?  Nations  are 
sometimes  called  upon  to  perform  to  each  othet 
acts  of  humanity  and  kindness,  of  which  we  see 
so  many  illustrious  examples  between  individuals 
in  private  life.  Great  calamities  make  appeals  to 
the  benevolence  of  mankind,  which  ought  not  to 
be  resisted.  Goo<l  offices  in  snch  emergencies  ex- 
alt the  character  of  the  party  rendering  them. 
By  exciting  grateful  feelings  they  soften  the  inter- 
course between  nations,  and  [end  lo  prevent  war. 
Surely,  if  the  United  States  have  a  right  to  make 
war,  ther  have  a  right  to  prevent  it.  How  was 
it  possible  lo  grant  to  Confess  a  power  for  snch 
minor  purposes,  other  than  in  general  terms,  com- 
prising It  within  the  scope  aad  policy  of  that 
which  conveyed  it  for  the  greater  T 


The  right  of  appropriation  is  nothing  more  than 
a  right  to  amily  tne  publie  money  to  Ibis  or  that 
purpose.  It  has  no  incidental  power,  nor  does  it 
draw  aftN  it  any  consequences  of  that  kind.  All 
that  Congress  could  do  under  it,  in  the  case  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  would  be  to  appropriate  the 
money  necessary  lo  make  them.  For  every  act 
requiring  legislative  sanction  or  support,  the  State 
authority  must  he  relied  on.  The  condemnation 
of  the  land,  if  the  proprietors  should  refuse  to  sell 
it,  the  establishment  of  turnpikes  and  tolls,  and 
the  protection  of  the  work,  when  finished,  must 
be  done  by  the  State.  To  these  purposes  tbe  pow- 
ers of  tbe  General  Government  are  believed  to  be 
utterly  ineompetrat. 

To  the  objection  thai  the  United  States  have 


power,  in  any  instance,  which  is  not  eompieti 
ail  Ibe  purposes  to  which  it  may  be  maoe  in- 
strumental, and,  in  consequence,  that  they  have 


no  right  to  appropriate  any  portion  of  the  public 
money  to  internal  improvements,  because  they 
have  not  the  right  of  sovereignty  and  jurisdicluni 
over  them,  when  made,  a  full  answer  has,  if  is 

eesumed,  been  already  ^iven.  It  may,  however, 
proper  lo  add,  that,  it  this  objection  was  well- 
founded,  it  would  not  be  conSned  to  the  sinqde 
case  of  internal  improvements,  but  would  apfdy 
to  others  of  high  importance.  Congress  have  a 
right  to  regulate  commerce.  To  give  effect  to 
this  power,  it  becomes  necessary  to  establish  cus- 
tom-liouses  in  everjr  State  along  tbe  coast,  and  in 
many  parts  of  the  interior.  The  vast  amount  of 
goods  imported,  and  the  duliei  to  be  performed 
to  accommodate  the  merchants  and  secure  the 
revenue,  make  it  necessary  that  spacious  buildings 
should  De  erected,  especially  in  the  great  towns, 
for  their  reception.  This,  ii  is  manifest,  cotdd 
best  be  performed  under  the  direction  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  Have  Congress  the  right  to 
snze  the  property  of  individuals,  if  thev  should 
refuse  to  aell  it,  in  quarters  best  adapted  lo  the 
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paipose,  to  have  il  Tala«d,  and  to  lake  it  at  the 
Tftluation  1  Have  they  a  right  to  exercise  jurii- 
dictioa  wttbiD  those  buildioga  7  Neither  of  these 
claims  has  ever  be«a  set  up,  nor  could  it,  as  is 
piesumed,  be  sustained.  They  have  iavariablf 
either  rented  houses,  where  such  as  were  suitable 
could  be  obtaiaed,  or  where  they  could  doI  pur- 
chase the  ground  of  individuals,  erected  the  build- 
ings, and  held  them  aoder  the  laws  of  the  State. 
Under  the  power  to  establish  po*t  office*  and  post 
roads,  houses  are  also  requisite  for  the  reception  of 
the  mails,  and  the  transactioa  of  the  busmess  of 
the  several  offices.  These  have  always  been  rented 
or  purchased,  and  held  under  the  laws  of  the  State, 
in  the  same  tnanner  as  if  they  had  been  taken  by 
a  citizen.  The  United  States  fiave  a  right  to  es- 
tablish tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  such  have  been  established  in  every  State  of 
the  Union.  It  is  believed  that  the  houses  for 
the«e  inferior  courts  have  invariably  been  rented. 
No  right  of  jurisdiction  in  tbem  has  ever  been 
claimed,  nor  other  right  than  that  of  privilege,  and 
that  only  while  the  court  is  in  session.  A  still 
stronger  case  may  be  urged.  Should  Congress  be 
compelled,  by  invasion  or  other  cause,  to  remove 
the  Government  to  some  town  within  one  of  the 
Stales,  would  they  have  a  right  of  jurisdiction 
over  such  town,  or  hold  even  tLe  house  in  which 
they  held  their  session,  under  other  authority  than 
the  laws  of  such  Stalel  It  is  believed  that  they 
would  not.  If  tbey  have  a  right  lo  appropriate 
money  for  any  of  these  purposes,  to  be  laid  out 
under  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  surety 
they  have  an  equal  right  to  do  it  for  the  purposes 
of  internal  improTements. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  corporation  in 
the  Union  which  does  notezercise  great  discretion 
in  the  application  of  the  money  raised  by  it,  to  the 
purposes  of  its  tnsLitulion.  It  would  be  strange  if 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  was 
instituted  for  such  important  purposes,  and  en- 
dowed  with  such  extensive  powers,  should  not  be 
allowed,  at  least,  equal  discretion  and  authority. 
The  evil  to  be  particularly  avoided  is  the  viola- 
tion of  State  rights ;  shunning  that,  it  seems  to  be 
reasonable  and  proper  that  the  powers  of  Congress 
should  be  so  construed  as  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, in  its  intercourse  with  other  nations,  and 
in  our  internal  concerns,  should  be  able  to  adopt 
alt  such  measures  lying  within  the  fait  scope  and 
intended  to  facilitate  the  direct  objects  of  its  pow- 
ers as  the  public  welfare  may  require,  and  a  sound 
and  provident  policy  dictate. 

The  measares  of  Congress  have  been  in  strict 
accotd  with  the  view  taken  of  the  right  of  appro- 
priation, twtb  as  to  its  extent  and  limitation,  as 
will  be  shown  by  a  reference  to  the  laws,  com- 
mencing at  a  very  early  period.  Many  roads  have 
been  opened,  of  which  the  following  are  the  prin- 
cipal: The  first,  from  Cumberland,  at  the  head 
waters  of  the  Potomac,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
through  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  to  the  State 
of  Ohio,  March  29, 1806.  See  vol.  4th,  page  13, 
of  the  late  edition  of  the  laws.  The  second,  from 
the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  on  the  route  from  Athens 
•..  AT^—  1-1.1 t.  v.. 


o  New  Orleans  t 


s  intersection  with  the  3Ut 


degree  of  north  latitude ;  April  31,  1B06,  page  Sa 
The  third,  from  the  Mississippi,  at  a  poin^  and  by 
a  route  described,  to  the  Ohio;  same  act.  Ttic 
fourth,  from  Nashville,  in  Tennessee,  to  Natcfaei; 
same  act.  The  fifth,  from  the  31st  degree  of  nortk 
latitude,  on  the  route  from  Athens  toNewOrlniis, 
under  such  regulations  as  might  be  agreed  oa  be- 
tween the  Executive  and  the  Spanuh  Govern- 
mentj  March  3,  1807,  page  117.  The  sixth,  from 
the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  river  Miami,  of  Lake 
Erie,  to  the  western  line  of  the  Connecticut  Re- 
serve; December  12,  1811,  page  364.  The  sev- 
enth, from  the  Lower  Sandusky  to  the  txtundary 
line  established  by  the  Treatv  of  Greenville;  same 
act.  The  eighth,  from  a  po'int  where  the  Uniied 
States  road,  leading  from  Vincennes  to  the  Indian 
boundary  line,  eetaulished  by  the  Treaty  of  Greoi- 
viUe,  strikes  the  said  line,  to  the  North  Bead,  ig 
the  State  of  Ohio;  January  8,  1812,  page  3^7. 


Tennessee,  and  Madisonville,  in  Louisiana;  ao^ 
also  the  road  between  Fort  Hawkins,  in  Geo^i, 
and  Port  Stoddard;  AprU  27. 1816,  page  104,  of 
the  acts  of  that  year.  The  tenth,  from  the  Shiv- 
neetown,  on  the  Ohio  river,  to  the  Sabine,  and  to 
Kaskaskias,  in  IllinoU;  April  27,  I8I6,  page  112. 
The  eleventh,  from  Reynoldsburg,  on  TeDH«5ee 
river,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  through  the  Cbiek- 
asBW  nation,  to  intersect  the  Natchez  road  near  the 
Chickasaw  old  town;  March  3,  1817,  page  £53. 
The  12th :  by  this  act  authority  was  given  to  ibe 
President  to  appoint  three  commissioners,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  country,  and  laying  oat 
a  road  from  the  termination  of  the  Cumberlaad 
road,  at  Wheeling,  on  the  Ohio,  through  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  to  a  point  to  be 
chosen  by  them,  on  the  lefl  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
between  Sl  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the  liliDois 
river,  and  to  report  an  accurate  plan  of  the  fuA 
road,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  making 
it.  It  is,  however,  declared  h^  the  act,  that  noth- 
ing was  thereby  intended  to  imply  an  obligation, 
on  the  part  of  Uie  United  States,  to  make,  or  de- 
fray the  pxpense  of  making  tlte  said  road,  or  any 
part  thereof. 

In  the  late  war  two  other  roadH  were  made  bf 
the  troops,  for  military  purposes:  one  from  the 
Upper  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  thraugb 
the  Black  swamp,  towards  Detroit,  and  aootiiei 
from  Plattsburg,  on  Lake  Champlain,  through  itic 
Chatauga  woods,  towards  Sackett'sHarlwr, which 
have  since  been  repaired  and  improved  by  the 
troops.  Of  these  latter  there  is  no  notice  in  the 
laws.  The  extra  pay  to  the  soldiers,  for  repairing 
and  improving  those  roads,  was  advanced,  in  the 
Srst  instance,  from  the  appropriation  to  the  Quar- 
termaster's departmrat,  and  afterwards  provided 
for  by  a  specific  appropriation  by  Congress.  The 
necessity  of  keeping  those  roads  open  and  in  good 
repair,  being  on  the  frontier,  to  facilitate  a  com- 
munication between  our  posiiL  is  apparent. 

All  of  these  roads,  except  the  first,  were  formed 
merely  by  cutting  down  the  trees,  and  throwioi 
logs  across,  so  as  to  make  causeways  over  sucl 
parts  as  were  otherwiw  impassable.    The  execa- 
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tion  was  of  tbe  coarsest  kiDd.  The  Cumberland 
road  is  tbe  only  regtilar  work  which  has  been  aa- 
derlakeu  by  the  General  GovecnmeDt,  or  which 
could  gire  rise  to  any  question,  between  the  two 
goTerameats  respecliog  its  powers.  It  is  a  great 
work,  over  the  highest  moDntaitts  in  our  Union, 
coDoecting,  from  the  Seat  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment,  tbe  easterD  with  the  western  waters,  and 
more  intimately  (he  Atlantic  with  tbe  western 
States,  in  the  formation  of  which  $1,800,000  have 
been  expended.  Tbe  measures  pursued  in  this 
case  require  to  be  particularly  noticed,  as  fixing 
the  opinion  of  the  {nrlies,  and  parlicuierty  of  Con- 
gress, on  the  imporlaot  question  of  the  right.  Pase- 
ittg  through  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Vir- 

S'nia,  it  was  though toecessary  and  proper  to  bring 
e  subject  before  their  respective  legislatures,  to 
obtain  their  sanction,  which  was  granted  by  each 
Slate  by  a  legislative  act,  approving  tbe  route  and 
providing  for  tbe  purchase  and  condemnation  of 
tbe  land.  This  road  was  founded  on  an  article  of 
coEopact  between  tbe  United  States  and  the  State 
of  Ohio,  under  which  that  State  came  into  the 
Union,  and  by  which  the  expense  alteoding  it  was 
to  be  (lefrayed  by  the  application  of  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  money  arisii»  from  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  within  that  State.  In  thb  instance, 
which  is  by  far  the  strongest,  in  respect  to  tbe  ex- 
pense, extent,  and  nature  of  the  work  done,  the 
Unit«l  Staiesbave  exercised  no  act  of  jurisdiction 
OT  sovereignty  within  either  of  tbe  States,  by  tak- 
ing the  land  from  the  proprietors  by  force;  by 
paning  acts  for  the  protection  of  the  road;  or  to 
raise  a  revenue  from  it  by  tbe  establishment  of 
turnpikes  and  tolls,  or  any  other  act  founded  on 
the  principle  of  jurisdiction  or  right.  Whatever 
they  have  done  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  founded 
on  the  opposite  principle ;  on  the  voluotary  and 
unqualified  admission  that  tbe  sovereignty  belong' 
ed  10  tbe  Stale, and  not  to  tbe  United  Slates;  and 
that  tbey  could  perform  do  act  which  should  tend 
to  weaken  thepowerof  the  State,  or  to  assume  any 
to  themselves.  All  that  tbey  have  done  has  been 
to  appropriate  the  public  money  to  the  construc- 
tion of  this  road,  and  to  cause  it  to  be  coostruct- 
ed;  for  I  presume  that  no  distinction  can  betaken 
between  the  appropriatioD  uf  money  raised  by  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  of  that  which  arises 
from  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises;  nor  can 
1  believe  that  the  power  to  appropriate  derives  any 
sanction  from  a  provision  to  that  effect  having 
been  made  by  an  article  of  compact  between  the 
United  States  and  the  people  of  the  then  Terri- 
tory of  Ohio.  This  point  may,  however,  be  placed 
in  a  clearer  light  by  a  more  particular  notice  of 
the  article  itself. 

By  an  act  of  April  30,  1802,  entitled  ■'  An  act 
'  to  enable  the  people  of  tbe  eastern  division  of  the 
'  Territory  northwest  of  tbe  river  Ohio  to  form  a 
'  constitution  and  Stale  government,  and  for  the 
<  admission  of  such  Stale  into  the  Union  on  an 
'  equal  footing  with  (be  orif^ioal  States,  and  for 
'  othei  purposes,"  after  describing  the  limits  of  tbe 
proposed  new  State,  and  authorizing  the  people 
thereof  to  elect  a  convention  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion, the  three  following  propositions  were  made 


to  the  convention,  to  be  obligatory  on  the  United 
States,  if  accepted  by  it :  First,  that  section  num- 
ber sixteen  of  every  township,  or,  where  such  sec- 
tion had  been  sold,  other  lands  equivalent  thereto, 
should  be  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  such  town- 
ship, for  the  use  of  free  schools.  Second,  that 
the  six  miles' reservatiou,  including  the  salt  springs 
commonly  called  the  Sciota  salt  springs;  toe  salt 
springs  near  the  Muskingum  river,  and  in  the 
military  tract,  with  the  sections  which  include  the 
same,  should  be  granted  to  the  said  State,  for  tbe 
use  of  tbe  people  thereof,  under  such  regulations 
as  tbe  Legislature  of  tbe  State  should  prescribe  : 
provided,  that  it  should  never  sell  or  lease  tbe  same 
for  more  than  ten  years.  Third,  that  one-twen- 
tieth part  of  the  proceeds  of  (be  public  lands  tying 
within  the  said  State,  which  might  be  sold  by 
Congress,  from  and  after  the  30th  June  ensuing, 
should  be  applied  to  the  laying  out  and  making 
public  roads,  from  the  navigable  waters  emptying 
into  the  Atlantic,  to  the  Ohio,  and  through  tbe 
State  of  Ohio ;  such  roads  to  be  laid  out  under 
the  authority  of  Congress,  with  the  consent  of  the 
several  States  tbrongn  which  they  should  pass. 

These  three  propositions  were  made  on  the  con- 
dition that  the  convention  of  the  State  should 
provide,  by  an  ordinance,  irrevocable  without  tbe 
consent  of  the  United  Slates,  that  every  tract  of 
land  sold  by  Congress,  after  (he  30th  of  June  en- 
suing, should  remain,  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
after  sale,  exempt  from  every  species  of  ta^  what- 

it  is  impossible  to  read  the  ordinance  of  the  S3d 
of  April,  1784,  or  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
April  30ib,  1S02,  which  are  founded  on  it,  with- 
out being  profoundly  impressed  with  tbe  enlight- 
ened and  magnanimous  policy  which  dictated 
them.  Anticipating  that  the  new  Slates  would 
be  settled  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  original  States 
and  their  ofispring,  no  narrow  or  contracted  jeal- 
ousy was  entertained  of  their  admission  into  the 
Union,  in  e<iual  participation  in  ibe  national  sov- 
ereignty with  (he  original  States.  It  was  fore- 
seen, at  tbe  early  period  at  which  that  ordinance 


would  i)ot  only  make  us  a  greater  Power,  but  ce- 
ment the  Union  itself.  These  three  propositions 
were  well  calculated  to  promote  these  great  re- 
sults. A  grant  of  land  to  each  township,  for  free 
schools,  and  of  the  salt  springs  to  tbe  Slate,  which 
were  within  its  limits,  for  the  use  of  its  citizens, 
with  five  per  cent,  of  the  money  to  be  raised  from 
the  sale  of  lands  within  the  State,  for  the  con- 
struction of  roads  between  the  original  States  and 
the  new  Slate,  and  of  other  roads  within  the 
State,  indicated  a  spirit  not  to  be  inistaken,  nor 
could  it  fail  to  produce  a  correspoDOiDg  effect  ia 
the  bosoms  of  those  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 
For  these  considerations  the  sole  return  required 
of  the  convention  was,  that  the  new  State  should 
not  tax  the  public  lands  which  might  be  sold  by 
the  United  States  within  it,  for  the  term  of  five 
years  afier  they  abould  be  sold.  As  the  value  of 
these  lands  would  be  enhanced  by  this  exemption 
from  taxes  for  that  term,  and  from  which  the  new 
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reo,  u  is  pr«BDiii«d,  the  rigtil  to  use  ii 
1  noihiDg  Ead  beta  said  to  that  eflecl  it 
riitntioD.  And  where  ihe  right  to  raise  j 
ed,  without  specitJ  limitatioD,  we  mus 
sDch  limitatiDii  to  oiher  canscA.  One  n 
s  first  drawn  to  the  right  to  appropriate 
flnding  it  tbere,  we  mOEt  then  look  to  thi 
powers  of  the  GoTenmimt,  as  designatci 
>eciGc  franti,  and  to  the  purposes  eoniOD 
f  then,  allowing  to  this,  ihe  right  to  rus 
the  first  and  most  iioportant  of  the  eno 
powers,  a  scope  which  will  be  competes 
purposes.    The  practice  of  the  OoTcm 

illusiFaled  by  numeroos  and  stroog  a 
directly  applicable,  onght  sureiy  to  bBn 
eight  in  fixing  the  constrnction  of  escl 
it  oDght,  1  presame,  to  settle  it,  espeeiall; 

is  acnaieseed  in  by  the  nation,  and  pro 
nanitest  and  positive  good.  A  practici 
tion,  ihos  sDpported,  showi  that  it  has  rd 
Is  Bide,  and  is  called  for  by  the  interests  o 
ID.  Hence,  too,  the  presumption  thai  i 
lerserered  in.  It  will,  surely,  be  belter  ii 
lat  the  Gonstmetion  given  by  these  einn 

been  just  and  proper,  than  to  deny  (hi 
tion,  and  still  to  practice  on  it — to  say  on 
id  to  do  onotber. 

ein  consists  the  danger  of  giring  a  liben 
lion  to  the  right  of  Congress  to  raise  ani 
ate  the  public  money?  !t  has  been  abom 
ibTions  effect  is  to  secure  the  rights  of  ihi 
om  enerOBchment  and  greater  harmoo; 
olitical  movement  between  the  two  Got 
B,  while  it  enlarges,  to  «  certain  extent,  i 
t  harmleBB  way,  the  useful  agency  of  th 

Government  for  all  the  purposes  of  it 
>n.  Is  not  the  responsibility  of  the  reprt 
i  to  h'u  constituent,  in  every  branch  c 
era!  OovemmenI,  equally  strong,  and  i 
felt,  as  in  the  State  governments,  and  i 
security  against  abuse  as  effectual  in  tli 
1  the  other  Government?  The  history  i 
ml  Government,  in  all  its  measores,  full 
rates  that  Congress  will  never  venture  1 
innecessary  burdens  on  ibe  people,  or  an 
I  be  avoided.  Duties  and  imposts  hai 
teen  light,  noi  greater  perfaaps  than  woul 
;n  imposed  for  the  encouragement  of  oi 
:tures,  had  tbere  been  no  occasion  for  lb 
arising  from  tbem ;  and  taxes  and  excin 
ver  been  laid,  except  in  cases  of  necf; 
.  repealed  as  fooa  as  the  necessity  ceasn 
lis  mild  process,  aod  the  sale  of  some  but 
millions  of  acies  of  good  land,  the  Goi 
will  b«  possessed  of  money,  which  ma 
h1  with  great  advantage  to  naiional  pa' 
IVithin  the  Stales  ooly  will  it  be  apptio 
course,  for  their  benefit,  it  not  being  pr 

that  such  appeals  an  were  made  lo  tli 
nee  of  the  country,  in  the  instances  of  ili 
nts  of  St.  Domicgu  and  Caraccas,  wi 
cur.  How,  then,  shall  this  tevenne  t 
ShoHid  it  be  idle  in  the  Treasury 
T  resources  will  be  equal  to  such  useii 
,  I  have  no  doubt,  especially  if,  by  con 
>ni  fortifications,  and  raising  and  mail 
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uiniog  ont  Na* y  at  the  point  provided  for,  im- 
mediaUlj'  af^r  tbe  war,  we  emtain  ont  pmeBt 
altitode,  and  preserTe,  b7  means  thereof,  lor'aay 
length  of  lime,  the  peace  of  the  Union. 

When  we  hear  charges  raised  against  other 
Govemmentx  of  breaches  of  their  const itations, 
or  rather  of  their  charters,  we  always  anticipate 
the  most  serious  consequences :  coEomnDities  de- 
prived of  pririleges  which  ihey  hare  long  en- 
joyed, or  individuals  oppressed  and  punished,  in 


How  different  is  the  situation  of  the  United 
States  !  Nor  can  any  thing  mark  more  strongly 
the  great  characteristics  of  that  diSerence,  than 
the  grounds  on  which  like  charges  are  raised 
against  this  OoverDmeat.  It  is  not  alleged  that 
any  portion  of  the  community,  or  any  indiTidaal. 
has  hecn  oppressed,  or  that  money  has  been  raisea 
under  a  doubtful  title.  The  principal  charges  are, 
that  a  work  of  great  utility  to  the  Union,  end 
affecting,  immediately,  and  with  like  adranlage, 
manjr  of  the  Statett^  has  been  constructed;  that 
pensions  to  tbe  surviving  patriots  of  our  Revolu- 
tion, to  patriots  who  fought  the  battles  and  pro- 
moted tne  independence  of  their  countrv,  have 
been  granted,  by  money,  loo,  raised  not  only  wiih- 
ooi  oppression,  but  almost  without  being  felt,  and 
under  an  acknowledjred  Constitutional  power. 

From  ^is  view  oftbe  right  to  appropriate,  and 
of  the  practice  under  it,  I  think  that  I  am  author- 
ized to  conclude,  that  the  right  to  make  interoat 
improvements  has  not  been  granted  by  the  power 
"  to  pay  (he  debts,  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  included  in  the  first 
of  tbe  enameraied  powers ;  that  that  grant  con- 
veys nothing  more  taan  a  right  to  appropriate  the 
public  money,  and  stands  on  the  same  ground 
with  tbe  right  lo  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises,  conveyed  by  the  first  brnnch  of 
that  power  I  that  tbe  Government  ilself  being 
limited,  both  branches  of  the  power  to  raise  ana 
appropnate  the  public  money  are  also  limited ; 
the  extent  of  the  Government,  as  designated  by 
the  specific  grants,  marking  the  extent  of  the  pow- 
er la  both  branches,  extending,  however,  to  every 
object  embraced  by  the  fair  scope  of  those  grants, 
and  not  confined  to  a  strict  construction  oT  their 
respective  powers,  it  beine  safer  to  aid  the  pur- 
poses of  those  grants  by  the  appropriation  of  mo- 
ney, than  to  extend,  by  a  forced  construction,  the 
grant  itself.  That,  alt hotigh  the  right  to  appro- 
priate tbe  ptibtic  money  to  such  improvements, 
affords  a  resource,  indispensably  necessary  to  such 
a  scheme,  it  is,  nevertheless,  deficient  as  a  power 
in  the  great  characteristics  oq  which  its  execution 
depends. 

The  substance  of  what  has  been  urged 
subject  may  be  expressed  in  a  few  words.  My 
idea  is,  that  Congress  have  an  unlimited  power 
to  raise  money,  aod  that,  in  its  approptialloo,  they 
have  a  discretionary  poiver,  restricted  only  by  the 

duty  to  arotopriate  it  to  purposes  of ^" 

fence,  and  of  general 
State,  benefit. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  fifUi  source  from 


which  the  power  is  said  to  be  derived,  viz  :  The 
power  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary 

and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution  all  the 
powers  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  department 
Of  officer  thereof.  This  is  the  seventeentb  and 
last  of  the  enumerated  powers  granted  to  Congress. 

I  have  always  considered  this  power  as  having 
been  granted  on  a  principle  of  greater  caution  to 
secure  the  complete  execution  of  all  the  powers 
which  had  been  vested  in  tbe  General  Qovem- 
ment.     It  contains  no  distinct  and  specific  power, 

every  other  grant  does,  such  as  to  lay  and  col- 
lect taxes,  to  declare  war,  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  the  like.  Looking  to  the  whole  scheme  of 
the  General  Government,  it  gives  to  Congress 
authority  to  make  all  laws  whicD  should  be  deem- 
ed necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  all  its  pow- 
ers into  effect.  My  impression  has  been,  invariably, 
that  this  power  would  have  existed,  substantially, 
if  this  grant  had  not  been  made;  for  why  is  any 
power  granted,  unless  it  be  to  be  executed  when 
required,  and  how  can  it  be  executed  under  oui 
Qovemment.  unless  it  be  by  law*  necessary  and 
proper  for  the  purpose,  that  is,  well  adapted  to 
tbe  end}  It  is  a  principle  nnivetsally  admitted, 
that  a  grant  of  a  power  conveys,  as  a  necessary 
consequence  or  incident  to  it,  the  means  of  carry- 
ing it  into  efiect,  by  a  fair  construction  of  its  im- 
port. In  the  formation,  however,  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  was  to  act  directly  u^n  the  people, 
and  be  paramount,  to  the  extent  ot  its  powers,  to 
"  the  Stales,  it  was  wise  in  its 


I  local,  national, 


framers  to  leave  nothing  to  implication  which 
might  be  reduced  to  certainty,  it  is  known  that 
all  power  which  rests  solely  on  that  ground  has 
been  systematically  and  zealously  opposed  under 
all  Governments  with  which  we  have  any  ac- 
quaintance ;  and  it  was  reasonable  to  presume, 
that,  under  our  system,  where  there  was  a  division 
of  tne  sovereignty  between  tbe  two  independent 
Governments,  the  measures  of  the  General  Gov- 
ment  would  excite  equal  jealousy,  and  produce  an. 
opposition  not  less  systematic,  tbougn,  perhaps, 
less  violent.  Hence  the  policy,  by  the  framers  of 
OUT  Government,  of  securing,  by  a  fundamental 
declaration  in  the  Constitution,  a  principle  which, 
in  all  other  Goverlimeuts,  had  been  left  to  impli- 
cation only.  The  terms,  necessary  and  proper, 
secure  to  the  powers  of  all  the  grants,  to  which 
the  authority,  given  in  this  is  ^plicablc,  a  fair 
and  sound  construction,  which  is  equally  bindinjf, 
as  a  rule,  on  both  Governments,  and  on  alt  their 
departmeitts.      ' 

In  examming  the  right  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  adopt  and  execute,  under  this  grant^  a 
system  of  internal  improvement,  tbe  sole  question 
to  be  decided  is,  whether  the  power  has  been 
granted  under  any  of  the  other  grants.  If  it  has, 
this  power  is  applicable'to  it,  to  the  extent  staled. 
If  it  nas  not,  it  aoes  not  exist  at  all,  for  it  has  not 
been  hereby  granted.  I  have  already  examined  all 
the  other  grants,  (^one  only  excepted,  which  will 
next  claim  attention,)  and  shown,  as  I  presume, 
on  the  most  liberal  construction  of  their  powers, 
that  the  right  has  not  been  granted  by  any  of 
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them.  Hence  it  follows,  ibat,  in  regard  to  them, 
it  has  not  beeo  granted  by  [bis. 

1  come  now  to  the  laiit  source  from  which  thia 
power  is  said  lo  be  derived,  viz :  the  power  to  dis- 
pose of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respectine  the  terrilorv  or  otber  properly  of  the 
United  Siateii.  whicb  is  contained  ia  the  second 
clause  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Constitution. 

To  form  a  just  opinion  of  the  oatttre  and  extent 
of  this  power,  it  will  be  necessary  to  briog  into 
Tiew  the  provisions  contained  Ihe  first  clause  of 
the  section  of  the  article  referred  to,  wbich  makes 
an  essential  part  of  the  policy  in  qaestion.  By 
this  it  is  declared,  that  new  States  shall  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  but  that  no  new  Stales  shall 

'  be  formed  or  erected,  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
any  other  State ;  nor  any  States  be  formed  by 
the  junction  of  two  ot  more  States,  or  parti  of 
Stales,  without  Ihe  consent  of  the  Legislatures 
of  tbe  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  the  United 
State*. 

If  we  recur  lo  the  cooditioD  of  our  couatry,  at 
the  commmcement  of  the  Revolution,  we  shall 
see  the  origin  and  cause  of  these  provisions.  By 
tbe  charters  of  the  several  colonies,  limits  by  lati- 
tude and  otber  descriptions,  were  assigned  to  each. 
Id  commencing  the  Revolulion,  the  colonies,  as 
has  already  been  observed,  claimed  by  ibose  limits, 
although  their  population  extended,  in  many  io- 
Blances,  lo  a  smalt  portion  of  tbe  territory  lying 

.  witbin  them.  It  was  contended,  by  some  of  the 
States,  afler  the  declaration  of  independence,  thai 
the  vacant  lands,  lying  within  any  of  the  States, 
should  become  the  property  of  tbe  Union,  as  by  a 
common  exertion,  they  would  be  anjaired.  This 
claim  was  resisted  by  the  others,  ori  the  principle 
that  all  the  Slates  entered  into  ihe  contest  in  the 
full  extent  of  their  chartered  rights,  and  that  they 
ought  to  have  the  full  benefit  of  those  rights  in 
the  event  of  success.  Happil;.  this  controversy 
was  settled,  as  all  interfering  claims  and  preteo' 
■ions,  between  the  members  of  our  Union,  and  be- 
tween the  General  Government,  and  any  of  these 
members,  have  been,  in  tbe  most  amicable  man- 
ner, and  to  the  aatisfaction  of  all  parties.  On 
the  recommendation  of  Congress,  tbe  individual 
Slates,  having  such  territory  within  iheir  charter- 
ed limits,  ceded  large  portions  thereof  to  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  on  condition  that  it  should  be  laid  off 
into  districts  of  proper  dimensions,  the  lands  lo 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Unit^l  States;  and 
that  the  districts  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  when 
they  should  obtain  such  a  population  as  it  might 
be  thought  proper  and  reasonable  to  prencribe. 
This  is  the  territory,  and  this  the  properly,  refer- 
red lo  in  the  second  clause  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  Constitution. 

Ail  the  Slates  wbich  had  made  cessions  of  va- 
cant territory,  except  Georgia,  bad  made  them  be- 
fore tbe  adoption  of  the  Consiiiution,  and  that 
State  had  made  a  proposition  to  Congress  to  that  j 
effect,  which  was  under  consideration  at  the  lime  i 
the  Constitution  was  adopted.  Tbe  cession  was  ! 
completed  after  the  adoption  of  tbe  ConKiitutioD.  It ! 
wasmadeon  the  same  {winciple,  and  on  similar  con- 


ditions with  those  which  had  been  already  made 
by  tbe  other  Stales.  As  differences  might  arise 
respecting  ibe  ri^ht  or  the  policy  io  Congress  to 
admit  new  Slates  into  ibe  Union,  nnder  the  new 
government,  or  to  make  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  territory  ceded  in  the  intermediate 
Slate,  or  for  tbe  improvement  and  Kale  of  the 
public  lands,  or  to  accept  otber  ceiisions,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  make  special  provisions  for 
these  objects,  which  was  accordingly  done  by  Ihe 
above  recited  clause  in  ihe  Consiiiution. 

Thus  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  ceded 
territory  was  not  only  limit^  to  these  special  ob- 
jecU,  but  was  also  temporary.  As  soon  as  tbe 
Territory  became  a  State,  tbe  jurisdiction  over  it, 
as  it  had  before  existed,  ceased.  It  extended  after- 
wards only  to  the  unsold  lands,  and  as  soon  as  the 
whole  were  sold,  it  ceased  in  that  sense,  also,  al- 
together. From  that  moment,  the  United  States 
have  no  jurisdiction  or  power  in  the  new  States, 
other  than  in  tbe  old,  nor  can  it  be  obtained  ex- 
cept by  an  amendment  of  tbe  Constitution. 

Since  then  it  is  manifest  that  the  power  grant- 
ed to  Congress  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  ncedftil 
regulations  respecting,  the  territory  and  other 
property  of  the  United  Slates,  relates  solely  to 
the  territory  and  property  whicn  had  been  ceded 
by  individual  States,  and  wbich,  afWr  such  ces- 
sion, lay  without  their  respective  limits,  and  fot 
which  special  provision  was  deemed  nccessxry, 
the  main  power  of  the  Constitution  opsaling  in- 
ternally,  noi  being  applicable  or  adequate  thereto, 
it  follows  that  this  power  gives  no  authority,  and 
has  even  no  bearing  on  tue  question  of  internal 
iniprovemcnL  The  authority  to  admit  new  States 
and  to  dispose  of  the  property  and  regulate  tfae 
lerriiory,  is  not  among  the  enumerated  powers 
granted  to  Congress,  because  the  duties  lo  be  per- 
formed under  it  are  not  among  the  ordinary  dniies 
of  that  body,  like  the  imposition  of  taxes,  the  re- 
gulation of  commerce,  and  tbe  like.  They  are 
objects  in  their  nature  special,  and  for  which  spe- 
cial provision  was  more  suiiable  and  propo'. 

Having  now  examined  all  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress, under  which  the  right  to  adopt  and  execute 
a  system  of  internal  improvement  is  claimed,  and 
the  reasons  in  support  of  it,  in  each  instance,  I 
think  that  it  may  lairly  be  concluded  that  such  a 
right  has  not  been  granted.  It  ajipears,  and  is 
admitted,  that  much  may  be  done  in  aid  of  such 
a  svsiem,  by  tbe  right  whicb  is  derived  from  sev- 
eral of  the  existing  grants,  and  more  especially 
from  that  lo  appropriate  the  public  money.  But 
still  it  is  roanitest,  thai,  as  a  system  for  the  United 
States,  it  can  never  be  carried  into  effect,  under 
that  grant,  nor  under  all  of  them  united,  the  great 
and  essential  power  being  deficient ;  consisting  uf 
a  right  to  take  up  the  subject  on  principle ;  to 
cause  our  Union  to  be  examined  by  men  of 
science,  with  a  view  to  such  improvemeDLi ;  to 
authorize  commissioners  to  lay  off  the  roads  and 
canals  in  all  proper  directions;  lo  take  the  land 
at  a  valuation  it  necessary,  and  lo  consiruct  the 
works;  to  pass  laws,  with  suitable  penalties  for 
their  protection :  and  to  raise  a  revenue  from 
them  ;  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  niake  further 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


1863 


HISTOEY  OF  CONGEESS. 


Into'/xtl  ImprovenaUt. 


H.  or  R. 


iEnprorcmcnl,  by  th«  eslabliahmeDl  of  lorDpikcs, 
and  lolis,  with  gatts  lo  be  placed  at  (he  proper 
di^iSBces. 

imeed  suicely  be  remaikeil  ibat  ibis  power 
will  Dpeiale,  like  many  otheM  now  existing,  with- 
'  out  affeclio^  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  except 
in  the  particular  offices  to  be  perrorioed.  The 
jarisdiclioa  of  the  sereral  States  may  atill  exist 
over  the  roads  and  canals  within  their  respective 
limiis,  eiieoding  alike  to  persons  and  pto^rty,  as 
if  the  right  to  make  and  protect  such  improve- 
meDU  had  not  been  vested  in  Congress.  The 
rigbi  being  made  commensurate  simply  with  the 
purposts  10 dispensable  to  the  systein,  may  be 
strictly  cooGned  to  them.  The  right  of  Coneress 
to  protect  ibe  works,  by  laws,  imposing  penalties, 
would  operate  on  the  tame  principles  as  the  right 
to  pruieci  Ibe  mail.  The  act  beiog  nimishalile 
onir,  a  jurisdiction  over  the  place  would  be  alto- 
geioer  unnecessary  and  even  absurd. 

la  Ibe  preceding  inquiry,  little  has  been  said  of 
the  idTaniages  wDich  would  attend  the  exercise 
oCsuch  a  power  by  tbe  General  Gove 
hare  made  the  inquiry  under  a  deep 
that  they  are  almost  incalculable^  and  that  there 
vu  a  general  concurrence  of  opinion  among  our 
fetlow-citizens  to  that  effect.  Still  ii  may  not  be 
improper  for  me  lo  state  the  grounds  upon  which 
my  own  impression  is  fouoded.  If  il  sbeds  no 
additional  light  on  this  ioterettine  part  of  tbe  sub- 
ject, it  will,  at  leEisl,  show  that  I  have  had  more 
ibaD  one  powerful  motive  for  making  the  inquiry. 
A  general  idea  is  all  that  I  shall  attempt. 

The  advantages  of  such  a  svsiem  must  depend 
upon  the  interests  to  be  aflected  by  it,  and  the  ex- 
tent to  which  they  may  be  affected,  and  those  must 
depend  on  the  capacity  of  out  country  for  improve- 
meal,  and  the  means  at  its  command  applicable 
lo  that  object. 

1  think  tbat  I  may  Teature  to  affirm  that  there 
ii  no  part  of  our  globe  comprehending  so  many 
d^ms  of  latitude  on  the  main  ocean,  and  so 
manjr  d^eea  of  longitude  into  the  interior,  that 
admits  of  such  great  improveraeot,  and  at  so  lilile 
eipeoae.  Tbe  Atlantic,  on  (he  ooe  aide,  and  tbe 
laieSfformiag  almost  inland  seas,  on  the  other, 
Eepara(ed  by  high  moun(ain3  which  rise  in  (he 
valley  of  the  Si.  Lawrence,  and  deiermiae  in  thai 
of  (he  Mississippi,  traversing  from  North  to  South, 
almost  the  whole  interior;  with  innumerable  rivers 
on  every  side  of  those  mountains,  some  of  vast  ex- 
tent, many  of  which  take  their  sources  near  to 
each  other,  give  the  great  outline ;  the  details  are 
to  be  seen  on  the  valuable  maps  of  our  country- 
It  ajjpeari,  by  the  light  already  before  the  public, 
itiatitis  practicableand  easy  to  connect,  by  canals, 
the  whole  coast,  from  its  southern  to  its  northern 
eiltemity,  jn  one  continued  inland  navigation; 
aud  to  connect,  in  like  manner,  in  many  parts, 
the  weilern  lakes  and  rivers  with  each  other.  It 
is  equally  practicable  and  easy  lo  facilitate  the  in- 
tercourse between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Western 
couDIry,  by  improving  the  navigation  of  many  of 
the  rivers,  which  have  their  sources  near  to  each 
other  in  the  mountains,  on  each  side,  and  by  good 
roads  across  the  moantains,  between  the  highest 


navigable  points  of  those  river«.  In  addition  to 
the  example  of  the  Cumberland  road,  already  no- 
ticed, another  of  this  kind  is  now  in  train,  from 
i^e  head  waters  of  the  river  James  to  those  of  the 
Kanawa ;  and  in  like  manner  may  tbe  Savannah 
be  connected  with  the  Tennessee.  In  some  in- 
stances it  is^nderitood  thai  the  eastern  and  west- 
ern waters  may  be  connected  together  directly,  by 
canals.  One  great  work  of  ibis  kind  is  now  in  tu 
progreu  and  far  advanced  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  (hat  two 
others  may  be  formed,  one  at  each  extremity  of 
(be  high  mountains  above  mentioned,  connecting 
in  tbe  one  insiabce  the  waters  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
with  Lake  Cbamplain.  and  in  the  olher,  some  of 
the  most  important  of  ine  western  rivers  with  those 
emptying  into  theOulf  of  Mexico:  Ibe  advantage 
of  which  will  be  seen  at  Ibe  first  glance,  by  an  en- 
lighiennl  observer. 

Great  improvements  may  also  be  made  by  good 
roads,  in  proper  directions,  through  tbe  interior  of 
the  country.  As  these  roads  would  be  laid  out  on 
principle,  on  a  full  view  of  the  country,  its  moun- 
tains, rivers,  &c.,  it  would  be  useless,  if  I  bad  ibe 
knowledge,  to  go  into  detail  respeciing  them. 
Much  has  been  done  by  some  of  the  States,  bat 
yet  much  remains  to  be  done  with  a  view  to  the 


Under  the  colonial  governments,  it 
of  this  kind  wae  not  thought  of.  Tfiere  was,  it 
is  believed,  not  one  canal,  and  little  commmiica- 
tioQ  from  colony  lo  colouy.  It  was  their  policy 
lo  encourage  the  intetcouise  between  each  colony 
and  the  parent  country  only.  The  roads  whicn 
were  atiended  to,  were  those  which  led  from  the 
interior  of  each  colony  to  its  principal  towns  on 
the  navigable  waters.  By  those  routes  the  pro- 
duce of  the  country  was  carried  to  the  coast,  and 
shipped  thence  to  the  mercantile  house  in  Lon- 
don, Liverpool,  Glasgow,  or  olher  towns  to  which 
the  Irade  was  carried  on.  It  is  believed  that  there 
was  but  one  connected  route  from  north  lo  south 
at  the  commencement  of  ihe  Revolution,  and  that 
a  very  imperfect  one.  The  existence  and  principle 
of  our  Union  point  out  the  necessity  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent policy. 

The  advantages  which  would  be  derived  from 
such  improvements  are  incalculable.  Tbe  facil- 
ity which  would  thereby  be  afforded  to  the  trans- 
portation of  the  whole  of  the  rich  productions  of 
our  country  to  market,  would  alone  more  iban 
amply  compensale  for  ell  (be  labor  and  expenae 
adeuding  them.  Oreat  however  as  is  tbal  advan- 
tage, it  is  one  only  of  many,  and  by  no  means  tbe 
most  important.  Every  power  of  the  Qenerat 
Qoveromeni  and  of  the  State  governments,  con- 
nected with  the  strength  and  resources  of  the 
country,  would  be  made  more  efficient  for  the 
purposes  intended  by  them.  In  war,  they  would 
facilitate  the  transportation  of  men,  ordnance,  and 
provisions,  and  munitions  of  war,  of  every  kind, 
to  every  pari  of  our  extensive  coast  and  interior, 
on  which  an  attack  might  be  made  or  threaiened. 
Those  who  have  any  knowledge  of  the  occurren- 
ces of  tbe  late  war,  must  know  the  good  effect 
which  would  result,  in  the  event  of  another  war, 
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riom  the  command  of  an  interior  navintioa  uotw. 
aloDE  the  coast,  for  all  the  purposes  of  war,  u  well 
B3  of  commerce,  between  the  different  parts  of 
our  Union.  The  impediments  to  all  military  o{* 
erttioDs  which  proceeded  from  the  want  of  such 
a  naTigation,  and  the  reliance  which  was  placed, 
notwithstanding  those  impediments,*OD  such  a 
commerce,  cannot  be  forgotten.  In  every  other 
line  their  good  effect  would  be  most  sensibly  felt 
Intelligence  by  means  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment would  be  more  easily,  exlensirely,  and  rap- 
idly diffused.  Paris  the  moni  remote  from  each 
other  woald  be  brousbt  more  closely  together. 
Distant  lands  would  be  made  moi^  TBiuable,  and 
the  iudnsuy  of  our  felt  aw- citizens  on  every  por- 
tion of  our  tiotl  be  better  rewarded. 

It  is  natural,  in  so  great  a  variety  of  climate, 
that  there  shonid  be  a  correspooding  diftrence  in 
the  produce  of  the  soil — that  one  part  should  raue 
what  the  other  might  want.  It  is  equally  natural 
that  the  pursnits  of  iadosiry  should  vary  in  like 
manner;  that  labor  should  be  cheaper,  and  man- 
ufaelnres  succeed  better,  in  one  part  than  in  ano- 
ther ;  that,  wer«  the  climate  the  most  severe  and 
the  soil  less  [miductiTe,  navigation,  the  fisheries, 
and  commerce,  should  be  most  relied  on.  Hence 
the  molire  for  an  exchange,  for  muinal  accom- 
modation and  active  intercourse  between  them. 
Each  pari  would  thus  find  for  the  surplus  of  its 
labor,  in  whatever  article  it  consisted,  an  exiensivc 
market  at  home,  which  would  be  the  most  profit- 
able because  free  from  duty. 

There  is  another  view  in  which  these  improve- 
ments are  of  still  more  vital  importance.  The 
effect  which  they  would  have  on  the  bond  of 
Union  itself  aSbrds  an  inducement  for  them  moi 
powerful  than  any  which  have  been  urged,  ( 
than  all  of  them  united.  The  only  danger  1 
which  our  system  is  exposed  arises  from  its  expaL 
sion  over  a  vast  territory.  Our  Union  is  not  neld 
together  by  standing  armies,  or  by  any  lies,  other 
thin  the  positive  interestB  and  powerful  attrac- 
tions of  its  parts  towards  each  otAer.  Ambitioui 
men  may  twreafter  grow  up  among  us,  who 
may  promitv  to  themselves  advancement  rrom 
change,  and  by  practising  upon  the  sectional  ii 
tereats,  feelings,  and  prejudices,  endeavor  under 
various  pretexts  to  promote  it.  The  history  of  the 
world  IS  replete  with  examples  of  this  kind — of 
military  commanders  and  demagogues  becoming 
usurpers  and  tyrants,  and  of  their  feltow-citizenit 
becoming  their  instruments  and  slaves.  I  have 
little  fear  of  this  danger,  knowing  well  how  strong 
the  bond  which  boldi  us  tooether  is,  and  who  the 
people  are  who  are  thus  held  together.  Bnl  still 
it  is  proper  to  look  at  aad  to  provide  against  it, 
and  It  is  not  within  the  compass  of  human  wis- 
dom to  make  a  more  efiectual  provision  than 
would  be  made  by  the  proposed  improvements. 
With  their  aid,  and  the  intercourse  which  would 
grow  out  of  them,  the  parts  would  soon  become 
so  compacted  and  bound  together  that  nothing 
could  break  it. 

The  expansion  of  our  Union  over  a  vast  leiri- 
tory  cannot  operate  unfavorably  to  the  States  in- 
dividually.   On  the  contrary,  it  is  believed  thai  the 


greater  the  expansion,  within  practictUe  limits, 
■nd  it  is  not  easy  to  my  what  are  not  so,  the 
greater  the  advantage  which  the  States  individu- 
ally will  derive  from  it.  With  governments  sep- 
arate, vigorous,  and  efficient  for  all  local  purposes, 
their  distance  from  each  other  can  h^ve  no  inju- 
rious efibct  upon  their  respective  interests.  It  Eas 
already  been  shown,  that,  in  some  important  cii- 
camstances,  especially  with  the  aid  of  these  im- 
provements, they  must  derive  great  advantage  from 
that  cause  alone,  that  is,  from  their  distance  from 
each  other.  In  every  other  wav,  the  expansion  of 
our  system  mtist  operate  favotahly  for  every  Slate, 
in  proportion  as  ii  operates  favoraolv  for  (he  Union. 
It  Hi  in  that  sense  only  that  it  can  become  a  ques- 
tion with  the  States,  or  rather  with  the  people 
who  compose  tbem.  As  States,  they  can  be  af- 
fected by  it  only  bv  their  relation  to  each  other 
through  the  General  Oorerament,  and  by  its  effect 
30  the  operations  of  that  Government.  Hanifesl 
it  is,  that  to  any  extent  to  which  the  General  Gov- 
ernment can  sustain  and  execute  its  fnitciioiis  with 
complete  e^ct,  will  the  States,  that  is,  the  peo- 
ple who  compote  them,  be  benefited.  It  is  only 
when  the  expansion  shall  be  carried  beyond  the 
faculties  of  the  General  Government,  so  as  to  en- 
feeble its  operations,  to  (he  injury  of  the  whole, 
diat  any  of  the  parts  can  be  injured.  The  ten- 
dency, m  that  stage,  will  be  to  disisemberment, 
and  not  to  consolidation.  This  danger  should, 
therefore,  be  looked  at  with  profound  attentioo, 
as  one  of  a  very  serious  chatvcier.  I  will  remark 
here,  that,  as  the  operations  of  the  Natioital  Gov- 
ernment are  of  a  general  nature,  the  States  hav- 
ing complete  power  for  internal  and  local  purpo- 
ses, the  expulsion  may  be  cattied  to  very  great 
extent,  and  with  perfect  safely.  It  mint  be  obvi- 
ous to  all,  that  the  further  the  expansion  is  carried, 
provided  it  be  not  beyond  thejust  limit,  the  greata- 
will  be  the  freedom  ofaction  to  both  Goveraments^ 
and  the  more  perfect  their  security;  and,  in  all 
othn  respects,  the  better  the  effect  will  be  to  the 
whole  American  people.  Extent  of  territory,  whe- 
ther it  be  great  or  small,  gives  to  a  nation  many 
of  its  characteristics.  Ilmarks  the  extent  of  its  re- 
sources, of  its  population,  of  its  physical  force.  It 
marks,  in  short,  ihe  difference  between  a  great  and 
a  small  power. 

To  wnat  extent  it  may  be  proper  lo  expand  our 
system  of  Government,  is  a  i^ilmioii  which  does 
not  press  for  a  decisitw  at  this  time.  At  the  end 
of  the  RevointionatT  war,  in  1783,  we  had,  as 
we  contended  and  believed,  a  ri^ht  to  the  free 
bavigation  of  the  Mtssisstppi ;  but  it  waa  not  until 
after  Ihe  expiration  of  twelve  years,  in  1795,  thai 
that  right  was  acknowledf[ed  and  enjoyed.  Fur- 
ther difficulties  occurred,  in  the  bustling  of  a  con- 
tentious world,  when,  at  the  expiration  of  eight 
years  more,  the  United  "Slates,  sustaining  the 
strength  and  energy  of  their  character,  acquired 
the  province  of  Louisiana,  with  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  river,  from  its  source  to  the  ocean,  and 
a  liberal  boundary  on  Ihe  western  side.  To  ibis, 
Florida  has  since  been  added,  so  that  we  now 
possess  all  the  territory  in  which  Ihe  original 
States  had  any  interest,  or  in  which  the  extstiiq 
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Sum  can  be  raid,  either  in  a  natiooKl  or  local 
point  of  Tiew,  to  iw  in  any  way  iaierested.  A 
mo^  of  Stales,  on  the  westun  aide  of  the  MisiJS' 
sippi,  which  already  is  provided  for,  puU  va  essen- 
tially at  eaie.  Wbeilier  it  will  be  wise  to  go  fur- 
ther, will  turn  on  other  consideratiocs  than  those 
which  hare  dictated  the  course  heretofore  pursued. 
At  whaiever  point  we  in&y  stop,  wbetbei  it  be  at 
a  sioffle  range  of  Slates  beyond  the  Mississippi,  or 
by  taling  a  great»  scope,  the  advantage  of  such 
improvements  is  deemed  of  the  bighest  importanee. 
It  15  (o,  on  the  preseot  scale.  The  further  we  go, 
the  greater  will  be  the  necessity  for  them. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  that  improvements  for 
great  niiional  purposes  would  be  belter  made  by 
the  National  Government,  [ban  by  the  govera- 
meotE  of  the  several  States.  Our  experience  prior 
to  the  adDptioa  of  the  Constitution,  demonstrated, 
that,  in  I  be  exercise  by  cbe  individual  Slates  of 
most  of  the  powers  granted  to  ibe  Uniied  Siaie^ 
a  contracted  rivalry  of  ioteiest,  and  misaj)plied 
jealousy  of  each  other,  had  an  impottant  inttuence 
on  all  their  measures,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
whole.  This  was  particularly  exeraplified  by  the 
regulations  which  they  severally  made,  of  their 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  with  each 
other.  It  was  this  uller  incapacity  in  the  Stale 
governments,  proceeding  from  these  and  otbe/ 
causes,  to  act  as  a  nation,  and  It>  perform  all  ibe 
duties  which  the  naiioa  owed  to  itself,  under  any 
system  which  leA  the  General  Government  di^ 
pendenton  the  Slates,  which  produced  the  transfer 
of  these  powers  to  the  United  Stales,  by  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  present  Constitution.     The 


£  which  was  applicable  lo  the  grant  of 
i  powers  now  vested  in  Congress,  is  like- 
wise so,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  to  that  in 
quesiioD.  It  is  natural  that  the  States,  iodivid- 
oally,  in  making  improvements,  should  look  to  ; 
their  paiticolar  and  local  interests.  The  members 
composing  their  respective  Legislatures  represent 
the  people  of  each  State,  only,  and  might  not  feet 
theinaelvea  at  liberty  to  look  lo  objects,  in  theae 
respects,  beyond  that  limit.  If  the  resources  of  the 
UnioQ  were  to  be  brotighl  into  operation  under 
(he  direction  of  the  State  Ast«ablieE,or  in  concert 
with  tbeca,  it  may  be  apprehended  that  every 
measure  would  become  the  object  of  negotiation, 
of  bargain  and  barter,  mucli  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  system,  as  well  as  discredit  to  bolhGovecn- 
meata.  But  CoBgresB  would  look  to  the  whole, 
and  make  improvements  to  promote  the  welfare  \ 
of  the  whole.  It  is  the  peculiar  felicity  of  the 
prc^oaed  amendment,  that,  while  it  will  enable 
the  Uniied  States  to  accomplish  every  national 
object,  the  improvementi  made  with  that  view 
wul  eiuinentlv  promote  the  welfare  of  the  individ- 
ual Stat^  wno  may  also  add  such  others  as  their 
own  particular  intereala  may  require. 

The  siiaaCion  of  the  Cumberland  road  requires 
the  particular  and  early  attention  of  Congress. 
Being  formed  over  very  lofty  moantains,  and  in 
manv  instances  over  deep  and  wide  streams,  across 
whicn  valnaUe  bridge*  have  been  erected  which 
aie  HHtained  by  stone  walls,  at  are  taany  other 
parts  of  the  road,  all  these  works  ate  labject  to 
17th  Cox.  1st  Bebs. — 69 


decay,  have  decayed,  aitd  will  decay  rapidly, 
unless  timely  and  effectual  measures  are  adopted 
to  prevent  it. 

The -declivities  from  the  mountains,  and  all  the 
heights,  must  suffer  from  the  frequent  and  heavy 
falls  of  water,  ^nd  its  descent  to  the  valleys,  u 
also  from  the  deep  congelations  dutine  our  severe 
Winiers.  Other  injuries  have  also  been  experi- 
enced on  this  road,  such  as  the  displacing  the 
capping  of  ibe  walls,  and  other  worki^  committed 
by  worthless  people,  either  from  a  desire  to  render 
the  road  impassaole,  or  to  have  the  transportation 
in  another  direction,  or  from  a  spirit  of  wantonnesa 
to  create  employment  for  idlers.  These  considera- 
tions show,  that  an  active  and  strict  police  ought 
to  be  established  over  ibe  whole  road,  with  power 
to  make  repairs  when  necessary;  to  establish 
turnpikes  and  tolls,  as  the  means  of  raising  money 
lo  make  Ibem ;  and  to  prosecute  and  puntish  thoiQ 
who  commit  waste  and  other  injuries. 

Should  Ibe  United  States  be  willing  to  abandoa 
this  road  to  the  States  through  which  it  passee, 
would  they  take  charge  of  it,  each  of  that  portion 
within  its  limits,  and Iteep  it  in  rejpair  1  It  is  not 
to  be  presumed  that  ihey  would,  since  the  advan- 
tages attending  it  are  exclusively  national,  t^ 
connecting,  as  it  does,  the  Atlantic  with  the  West- 
ern States,  and  in  a  line  with  (he  seat  of  the  Na- 
tional Qovernment.  The  most  expensive  parts 
of  this  road  lie  within  Fennsvlvaaia  and  Virginia, 
very  near  the  confines  of  eacn  Stale,  and  in  a  route 
not  essentially  connected  with  the  commerce  of 

If  it  is  thought  proper  lo  vest  this  power  in  the 
United  States,  the  onlv  mode  in  which  it  con  b« 
done,  is,  by  an  amenament  of  the  GonsiitutioB, 
The  States,  individually,  cannot  transfer  the  power 
to  the  United  States,  nor  can  the  United  Stalea 
receive  it.  The  Constitution  Ibrms  an  equal  and 
the  sole  relation  between  the  General  GovernmfM 
and  theseveralStates;  audi  [recognises  no  change 
in  it,  which  shall  not,  in  like  manner,  apply  lo 
all.  If  it  is  once  admitted,  that  the  General 
Qovernment  may  form  compacts  with  individual 
Stales,  no(  common  to  the  others,  and  which 
the  others  might  even  disapprove,  into  what  per- 
nicious consequences  might  it  not  lead'?  Such 
compacts  are  utterly  repugnant  to  the  principle* 
of  the  Constitution,  and  of  tbe  most  daagerou* 
[«idency.  The  Siaiea,  through  which  this  road 
passes,  have  given  their  sanction  only  to  the  roHt^ 
nnd  to  the  acquisition  of  the  soil  by  the  United 
States — a  right  very  different  from  that  of  jurii- 
diction,  which  cannot  be  ^rmnted  without  a* 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  which  need 
not  be  granted  for  the  purpoees  of  this  system,  ex- 
cept in  the  limited  manner  heretofbre  stated.  Oa 
full  consideration,  therefore,  of  the  whole  subject, 
I  am  of  opinion  that  such  an  amendment  oaght 
to  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  for  their 
adoption.        , 

I  have  now  essentially  executed  that  part  of  the 
task,  which  I  imposed  on  myself,  of  examiniag 
the  rifht  of  Congress  to  adopt  and  eieouie  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement,  and  I  piesuisfl  have 
shown  that  it  doc*  not  exist.  Itia,ltbiBk,e4iiaU|r 
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manireai,  that  !uch  a  power  vested  in  Congress, 
and  wiselv  ezeeuted,  would  have  the  happiest  ef- 
fect OQ  all  the  great  interests  of  our  Union.  It  is, 
however,  my  opiaion,  that  the  power  shculd  be 
confined  (o  great  national  works  only,  since,  if  it 
were  admitted,  it  would  be  liable  to  abuse,  and 
might  be  productive  of  evil.  For  all  minor  im- 
provements, the  resources  of  the  Stales  individU' 
ally,  would  be  fully  adequate,  and  by  the  States 
such ' improvements  might  be  made  with  greater 
advaDlage  than  by  Ihe  Union;  as  they  would  un- 
derstand better  such  as  their  more  immediate  and 
local  interests  required. 

.In  tbe  view  above  presented,  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  trace  the  origin  of  our  institutions,  and 
particularly  of  the  State  and  National  Oovern- 
meots,  for,  although  they  have  a  common  origin, 
in  the  people,  yet,  as  the  point  at  issne  lurned  on 
what  were  the  powers  granted  to  the  one  govern- 
ment, and  what  were  those  which  remained  to  the 
other,  I  WB9  persuaded  that  an  analysis  which 
should  maik  distinctly  Ihe  source  of  power  in  both 
Governments,  with  its  progress  in  each,  would 
afford  the  best  means  for  DbtainiDg  a  sound  result. 
In  onr  political  career,  there  are,  obviously,  three 
great  epochs.  Tbe  colonial  state  forms  the  first ; 
the  revolutionary  movement,  from  its  commenee- 
meiil  to  the  adoption  of  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion, the  second  ;  and  the  intervening  npace,  from 
that  event  to  the  present  day,  the  third.  The  first 
may  be  consider»l  Ihe  infant  state.  It  was  the 
school  of  morality,  of  political  science,  and  just 
principles.  The  equality  of  rights  enjoyed  by  the 
people  of  every  colony^  under  their  original  char- 
ters, forms  the  basis  of  every  eiisting  institution, 
and  it  was  owing  to  the  creation  by  those  char- 
ters of  distinct  communities  that  the  power,  when 
wrested  from  the  Crown,  passed  directly  and  ex- 
ciusivdy  to  the  people  of  each  colony.  The  Rev- 
olulionarj^  struggle  gave  activity  to  those  princi- 
ples, and  its  success  secured  to  tliem  a  permanent 
existence  in  the  ffovernmeots  of  our  Union,  State 
and  National.  The  third  epoch  comprises  the 
administratioDUnder  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
with  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  admin- 
istration under  it.  On  the  first  and  last  of  these 
epochs,  it  is  not  necessary  to  enlarge  for  any  pur- 
inM  connected  with  the  object  of  this  inquiry. 
To  Ihe  second,  in  which  we  were  transferred  by 
a  heroic  exertion,  from  the  first  to  the  third  stage, 
and  whose  events  give  tbe  true  character  to 
every  institution,  some  further  atleotioD  is  due. 
In  tracing  in  greater  detail  the  prominent  acts  of 
a  movement  to  which  we  owe  so  much,  I  shall 
perform  an  office,  which,  if  not  useful,  will  be 
gratifying  to  my  own  feelings,  and  I  hnpe  not 
unacceptable  to  my  readers. 

Ofthe  revolutionary  movement  itself,  senlimentF 
too  respectful,  too  exalted,  cannot  be  entertained. 
It  is  impossible  for  any  citizen,  havioga  just  idea 
of  the  dangers  which  we  had  to  encounter,  to  read 
the  record  of  our  early  proceedings,  and  to  see  ih 
firmness  with  which  they  were  met,  and  the  wi: 
dom  and  patriotism  which  were  displayed  in  evi 
ry  atage,  without  being  deeply  affected  by  it.    An 


attack  on  Massachusetts  was  considered  an  attack 
on  every  colony,  and  the  people  of  each  moved  in 
her  defence,  as  in  their  own  cause.  The  meeting 
of  the  General  Congress  in  Philadelphia,  on  (he 
6th  of  September,  1774,  appears  to  have  been  the 
result  of  a  spontaneous  impulse  in  every  qoarln 
at  the  same  time.  The  first  public  act  proposing 
it,  according  (o  the  journals  of  the  first  Congress, 
was  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
Connecticut,  on  the  third  of  Jane,  of  that  year; 
but  it  is  presumed  that  the  first  suggestion  came 
from  Massachusetts,  the  colony  most  oppressed, 
and  in  whose  favor  the  (general  sympathy  was 
much  excited.  The  exposition  which  that  Con- 
gress made  of  grievances,  in  the  petition  to  the 
King,  in  tbe  address  to  the  people  ofOreat  Britain, 
and  in  that  to  the  people  of  the  several  colonic, 
evinced  a  knowledge  so  profotind  of  the  English 
constitution  and  of  the  general  principles  of  fm 
government  and  of  liberty ;  of  our  rights  founded 
on  that  conaiituiioD,  and  on  the  charters  of  the 
several  colonies,  and  of  the  numerous  and  egre- 
gious violations  which  bad   been  committed  of 


which  those  papers  were  drawn,  which  was  K 
to  be  in  strict  accord  with  the  public  sentiment, 
proved  that,  although  the  whole  people  cherished 
a  connexion  with  the  parent  country,  and  were 
desirous  of  preserving  it  on  just  principles,  they 
nevertheless  stood  embodied  at  the  parting  line, 
ready  to  separate  for  ever,  if  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances, Ihe  alternative  offered,  was  not  promptly 
rendered.  That  alternative  was  rejected,  and,  in 
consequence,  war  and  dismemberment  followed. 

The  powers  granted  to  the  delegates  of  each 
colony  who  composed  the  first  Ourgresa  fooked 
primarily  to  the  support  of  rights,  and  to  a  redress 
of  grievances,  and  in  consequence  to  the  restora- 
tion of  harmony,  which  was  ardently  desired. 
They  justified,  however,  anr  extremity  in  case  ol 
necessity.  They  were  ample  for  sucli  purpose!<, 
and  were  executed  in  every  circunutance  with 
the  utmost  fidelity.  It  was  not  until  after  tht 
meeting  of  the  second  Congress,  which  look  plact 
on  the  10th  May,  1775,  when  foil  proof  was  laid 
before  it  of  Ihe  commencement  of  hostilities  in 
the  preceding  month,  by  a  deliberate  attack  d 
tbe  British  troops,  on  the  militia  and  inhabitant 
of  Lexington  and  Concord,  in  Massachusetts,  thai 
war  might  be  said  to  be  decided  on,  and  measure 
were  taken  to  aapport  it.  Theprogremeven  ihec 
was  alow  and  reluctant,  as  will  be  seen  by  thei; 
second  petition  to  the  King,  and  their  second  ad 
dress  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  which  wen 
prepared  and  forwarded  after  that  event.  Thi 
arrival,  however,  of  large  bodies  of  troops,  and  ibi 
pressure  of  war  in  every  direction,  .won  dispelln 
all  hope  of  accommodation. 

On  the  15th  of  June,  1775,  a  commander-in 
chief  of  the  forces  raised,  and  to  be  raised,  for  ibi 
defence  of  American  liberty,  was  appointed  by  thi 
unaoimoua  vote  of  OongrMs,  and  his  conduci  ii 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  high  trust,  whirl 
he  held  through  the  whole  of  the  war,  has  givn 
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■uihority,  and  devoiioa  to  the  ri^ts  and  liberties 
orhiseouDtrf,  of  which  neither  Rome  nor  Greece 
hBieexhibitcd  the  equal.  I  saw  him  in  mf  earliest 
fontb,  in  the  retreat  through  Jersey,  at  the  head 
Dfasmill  band,  or  rather  ia  ito  rear,  for  he  was 
ilvip  next  the  enemy,  and  his  eauDleosnce  and 
maimer  made  an  impression  on  me,  which  time 
can  uerer  efiace.  A  lieutenaot  then  in  the  third 
Virginia  regiment,  1  happened  to  be  on  the  rear 

Euaid  at  Newark,  and  I  counted  the  force  under 
is  immediate  command  by  platoons  ai  it  passed 
mt,  which  amounted  to  less  than  three  thousand 
men.  A  deportment  so  firm,  so  dignified,  so  ex- 
alted, but  fet  so  modest,  and  composed,  1  have 
neTn  seen  in  any  other  person. 

On  the  6lh  jQly,  1775,  Congreu  published  a 
declaration  of  the  causes  which  compelled  them 
to  akt  up  arms,  and  immediately  afterwards  took 
measures  for  augmenting  the  army  and  raising  a 
nsvy;  fot  orgauiziog  the  militia  and  providing 
caDDon,  and  small  arms,  and  miliiaiy  stores  of 
e?ery  kind  ;  for  raisins  a  retenue,  and  pushing 
the  war  oflensively,  wiui  all  the  means  in  their 
power.  Nothing  escaped  the  attention  of  that  en- 
lightened body.  The  people  of  Canada  wete  in- 
Tiied  to  join  the  Union,  and  a  force  sent  into  ihe 

Eovince  to  faior  Ihe  reroluiionaty  party,  which, 
iwerer,  was  not  capable  of  afibrdiDg  aoy  essen- 
tial aid.  The  people  of  Ireland  were  addreiised 
In  terms  manifesting  due  respect  for  the  sufferings, 
the  ialent.s,  and  patriotism,  of  that  portion  of  the 
British  empire;  and  a  suitable  acknowledgmeiit 
was  made  lo  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica,  for  the  ap- 
probation it  had  expressed  of  our  cau.ie,  and  the 
mrt  it  had  litken  in  support  of  it  with  the  British 
Goreroment. 

On  the  2d  of  June,  1775,  the  ConTentiou  of 
Mauachusetis,  bya  letter  signed  by  their  President, 
of  May  the  10th,  stated  to  Congress  "that  they 
labored  under  difficulties  for  the  want  of  a  regular 
form  of  government,  and  rei^oested  to  be  favored 
with  '  explicit  advice  respecting  the  taking  up  and 
eiercisiug  the  powers  of  civil  government,' and 
declaring  their  readiness  '  tosubioil  to  such  a  gen- 
eral plan  as  the  Congress  miaht  direct  for  the  eol- 
onieSgor  that  they  would  make  it  ihfir  great  study 
to  esiabliab  such  a  fona  of  government  there,  as 
should  not  only  promote  their  own  advantage,  but 
the  unigs  and  interest  of  all  America."  To  this 
application  an  answer  was  given  on  the  9th  by 
ivbich  it  was  recommended  to  Ihe  Convention, 
"  to  write  letters  lo  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
places  entitled  lo  representation  in  assembly,  re- 

r sting  them  to  choose  snch  representatives,  and 
t  the  assembly,  when  chosen,  should  elect  cooo- 
ciilor9,and  that  said  assernbly  or  council  should 
exercise  the  powers  of  government,  until  a  gov- 
ernor of  His  Majesty's  appointment  will  consent 
to  govern  the  colony  according  to  its  charter." 

On  the  13th  October  of  the  same  year,  the  dele- 
gates from  New  Mampehire  laid  before  Congress 
■n  instruction  from  their  convention  "  to  use  their 
'  uitDoai  vndeaTors  to  obtain  the  advice  and  direc- 


'  tion  of  Congress,  with  respect  to  a  method  for 
'  administering  justice,  and  regulating  their  civil 
'police."  To  this  a  reply  was  given  on  the  3d 
November,  by  which  it  was  recommended  to  the 
convention  "to  call  a  full  and  free  representation 
'  of  the  people,  and  that  the  representatives,  if 
'  they  thougnt  it  necessary,  should  establish  such 
'  a  form  of  government  as,  in  their  judgment, 
'  would  best  promote  the  happiness  of  Ihe  people, 
'  and  most  effectually  aecure  peace  and  good  order 
'  in  the  province,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
'  present  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
'  colonies." 

On  the  4ih  November  it  was  resolved  by  Con- 
gress "that  if  the  convention  of  South  Carolina 
'shall find  it  necessary  to  establish  a  form  of gov- 
'  eromeot  in  that  colony,  it  be  recommended  to 
'  that  convention  to  call  a  full  and  free  represant- 
'  ation  of  the  people,  and  the  said  lepreseo  la  lives, 
'  if  they  think  it  necessary,  shall  establish  such  a 
'  form  of  governmenl  as,  in  their  judgment,  will 
'  best  promote  the  happiness  of  the  people,  and 
'  most  effectually  secure  peace  and  good  order  in 
'  the  colony,  during  the  continuance  of  the  pres- 
'  ent  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colo- 

On  the  4ih  December  following,  a  resolntioD 
passed  recommending  the  same  measure,  and  pre- 
cisely in  the  same  words,  to  the  convenlioQ  of 
Virginia. 

On  the  10th  May,  1778,  "it  was  recommended 
'  to  the  respective  assemblies  and  conventions  of 
'  the  united  culooies,  where  no  govenameat  suffl- 
'  cient  to  the  exigencies  of  their  affairs  had  been 
'  established,  to  adopt  such  governmenl  as  should, 
'  in  the  opinion  of  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
'  pie  best  conduce  to  the  nappiness  and  safety  of 
'  their  constituents  in  particular,  and  America  in 

On  the  7tb  June,  resolutions  respectins  inde- 
pendence were  moved  and  seconded,  whicli  were 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  6lh 
and  10th,  on  which  latter  day  it  was  resolved  to 
postpone  a  decision  on  the  first  resolution,  or  main 
question,  until  the  Isl  July,  but  that  no  time  might 
be  lost  in  case  the  Congress  agree  thereto,  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  declaration 
to  the  effect  of  that  resolution. 

On  the  Uth  June,  1776,  Congress  appointed  a 
committee  to  prepare  and  disNl  a  pW  of  con- 
federation for  the  colonies.  On  the  12lh  July  the 
committee  reported  a  draught  of  articles,  which 
were  severally  afterwarda  debated  aod  amended,  . 
until  the  15th  November,  1777,  when  thejr  were 
adopted.  These  articles  were  then  proposed  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  several  Stales,  with  a 
request  that,  if  approved  by  them,  they  would 
authorize  their  deli-gates  to  ratify  the  same  in 
Congress,  and  which,  being  done,  to  become  con- 
clusive. It  was  not  until  the  21st  of  March,  1781, 
as  already  observed^  thai  they  were  ratified  by  the 
last  State,  and  carried  into  effect. 

On  Ihe  4lh  July,  1776,  independence  was  de- 
clared, by  an  act  which  arrested  the  attention  of 
the  civilized  world,  and  will  bear  the  test  of  time. 
For  force  and  condensation  of  matter,  strength  of 
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iiinwDt  and  expreftst<»,  it  is 
□ent  of  equal  roerit  exists. 
;,  tad  witti  a  reach,  pertpi- 
oiiDd,  which  seemed  lo  be 

addition  co  the  rery  itaport- 
iDg  the  war,  that  Coogress 
ion  at  the  same  time,  the 
>DdeDce,  the  adopduD  of  a 
3tai«s,  and  ihe  propriety  of 
taments,  with  the  Dature  of 
ipecting  whicb  it  had  been 
ventioDS  of  several  of  the 
trust  WBi  never  reposed  be- 
osliiuted,  and  I  am  autboir- 
I  the  ^reat  result,  that  never 
or  faithfully  performed. 
characteristic  of  this  moTe- 
h  the  conueiion  which  had 
ople  of  the  several  colonies, 
rmcDt  from  the  parent  couu- 
diiaolved,  but  mcreased  by 
'  the  adoplioD  of  the  Articles 
the  preservation  and  aug- 
were  the  result  of  a  new 
ed  altogether  from  the  peo- 
ato  whose  hands  the  whole 
>ely,  wbeo  wrested  from  the 
e  cause  the  greater  chanee 
rred,  by  the  adoption  of  the 
traced. 

>f  our  institutidn*  forms  the 
.  that  history  hath  recorded, 
ipled  felicity  to  the  whole 
tizens,  and  are  the  admira- 
To  jireierve  and  band  ibem 
purity  to  the  remotest  ages 
;nce  and  practice  of  virtues 
hose  which  were  displayed 
t  is  ardently  hoped  and  con- 
ihese  will  not  be  wanted. 

DAY,  May  6. 

t  the  Committee  on  Com- 
leferred  the  bill  from  the 
)Ct  for  the  relief  of  Alexao- 
ylvester  Humphrey,"  report- 
:iidatton  that  the  House  do 
nd  the  bill  was  laid  oa  the 

ed  the  following  resolution 
rchilect  of  tba  Fubtic  Buildings 
action  with  lb«  Clerk  of  this 
eeassrj  ispaiit  for  Ihe  tiiiprai«> 
:  Hou>«  of  RepresoDtativei 
irj  to  rscilitate  lbs  mesns 

aotion  Mr.  W.  stated  that  it 
Architect,  that  by  filling  up 
tr  the  raised  floor  of  tbeHftll, 
igement  of  the  drapery,  the 
itly  improved.  Tbe  cost  of 
A  HOI  be  great,  but  they  could 
authotiiy  of  the  Hous«. 
:ed  that  he  did  not  perceive 


tbe  necessity  of  these  aliemtions.  The  HaII  waa 
well,  enou^,  he  said.  If  members  would  but  be 
itill,  and  not  move  about  so  much,  they  could  heai 
ODC  another  well  enough. 

The  question  was  then  put  do  agreeing  to  the 
resoluti(Hi,  and  decided  in  tbe  n^ativc 
Od  motion  of  Mr.  Hbhpbili^  the  Committee 
1  Roads  and  Canals  were  discnurged  from  tbe 
further  conaidetalion  of  such  subjects  referred  to 
them  which  have  not  been  already  acted  upon. 
Mr.  Flovd  submitted  the  following  resolution : 
RtMktd.  That  tbe  Prwident  of  (be  United  States 
b*  requcMad  to  cause  a  report  lo  be  made  to  this  Uonao, 
■t  an  eaily  period  of  the  nut  sassion  of  CoDfTeai, 
showing  the  Dnmbei  sad  local  poMtiMi  of  each  of  tks 
amioriei,  araenaU,  and  nsgaiinea  of  the  United  Btsles, 
the  tiaie  at  which  each  wu  establi<bed,  and  the  total 
eipease  of  conalru cling  and  repairing  tbe  same,  up  u 
the  end  or  the  jaar  1B31  ;  lUo,  the  whole  Dumber  ol 
cannon  and  other  srmj  made  amiuallj  at  each  tnaorj 
and  arsenal,  from  its  establishment  to  the  end  of  thi 
said  year  ;  also,  sn  exhibit  in  iletsil  of  tbe  expense  ol 
each  armory  and  anenal  lor  each  jeai  5om  1616  tc 
1831,  inchisiisj  showing,  Firat.  the  gross  amount  o 
money  expended  at  each  within  each  year :  Second 
the  sepsrste  object  to  which  Ihe  eipeniliuire  waa  ap- 
plied :  Third,  ihe  contracts  and  purchases  made  al 
each  within  each  year ;  by  whom  snd  with  whom  i 
whether  pabhcly  or  ptiiately ;  with  or  withoat  pnt>- 
lie  noliee ;  for  whit  articles  or  materials :  tlw  amminl 
of  eaoh  cositract ;  fix  all  purchsaed,  and  Ihe  siaouill 
given  therelbr  ;  the  Dames  of  sit  concerned  as  princi- 
pals, agenls,  and  secutiiies ;  their  place  of  raodenca, 
and  Ihe  failures  which  may  have  occurred  in  say  con- 
tract :  Fonrth,  the  whole  number  oT  arms  and  eqiup- 
meats  Iranamitled  to  each  Slala  and  Territorit  in  ttti 
llHioD,  nndar  Ihe  act  of  Congrasa  foi  arming  ih< 
whole  body  ol  ibe  militia  of  the  IJniled  States :  Fifth, 
the  whole  number  of  cannon,  srioB,  equipments,  anij 
munitions  of  war  of  every  kind,  diitinguiitiing  Che  dif 
ferent  kinds,  now  belonging  lo  Ihe  United  States,  anc 
wbeie  placed  ;  Sixth,  the  annual  expense  ortransporV 
ing  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  from  the  places  si 
which  tbey  were  made  or  parcba<ed,  in  the  AUaniu 
Btatea,  to  tbe  plicei  at  which  they  were  to  be  deliver, 
ed,  or  used,  in  Ihe  Waatern  Slates  or  Territories,  spe 
eifyinf  the  aereral  descrlplicni*  of  arms  and  mnnitiDiu 
so  transpartad,  and  the  coal  thereof  wben  poniaaed. 
The  whole  M  arranged  ai  to  exhibit  eleuly  ihe  an 
nval  expenditure  of  the  annasl  sppropriatloa  far  sad 
specifie  object.' 

The  resolution  whs  ordered  M  tie  on  the  tabli 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hooae  a  noon  a 
the  Seeretary  of  State  on  the  peiitJcti  at  Lm; 
Lamb;  which  waa  read, and  ordered  la  lie  od  ihi 
table. 

Leave  was  given  to  withdraw  the  several  peii 

lions  and  memorials  preaented  at  tbe  pieaent  >es 

sion,  upon  which  the  House  have  not  acted  defiui 

lively,  with  tbeir  accompanying  doeamenia. 

POTOMAC  NAVIGATION. 

Mr.  Stewart  submitted  the  fbllowitig  roE«l» 
tioD  for  consideration,  viz  : 

Stmktd,  That  the  ComaiitlBe  Utr  the  Distiiet  a 
Cotamtiia  be  inslrtictsd  to  iaqeiie  iate  the  axpedianc; 
'  of  suthoriaing  the  mia  ef  tlia  wbrie  or  a  part  ot  thi 
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public  loU  and  bioudJi  id  tbe  Oitj  of  Wa^Dgtou, 
(Dd  Tcfiing  the  procMd*  of  •nch  t^  or  Rlock  in  a 
cmnpan;  iDcaipoiaMiI  wttbinthaDiitrict  of  Columbia, 
tt  o^optnta  with  ViTginia  aod  Maijland  ia  the  im- 
pcoTement  of  lbs  HBTigation  of  tbe  Poloisac  n>or, 
fioni  tid*-vatar,  in  tlui  city,  to  Onmberlauil,  in  ibe 
Stile  of  Mirjluid. 

Mr.  Stewart  ssid  he  did  not  wish  the  House, 
It  this  lite  period  of  the  session,  to  pass  upon  the 
lesolctioQ  which  he  bad  just  submitted;  but.  as  it 
voDld  be  brought  before  Congress  at  an  earij^  pe- 
riod of  tbe  next  session,  he  thought  it  but  fair  lo 
lire  genclemeii  an  opporlUDity  to  examine  it,  for 
Se  fell  persuaded  that  a  caodid  and  deliberate  ex- 
iminatioQ  of  the  subject  was  alone  wanting  to 
secure  its  success.  It  was  a  measure,  he  ^iaid,  of 
BO  ordinary  imporlatiee — one  to  which  the  aox- 
ioQs  attention  of  General  WAaniNOTOTf  had  been 
directed  as  early  as  the  establishment  of  the  Seat 
of  GoTerameDt,  which  he  had  pnrsued  with  zeal 
during  his  lifetime,  and,  had  be  lired  to  complete 
it,  this  eity  would  now  enjoy  the  high  and  proud 
rank  which,  as  the  capital  of  a  great  nation,  it 
oaebi  to  occupy. 

Bni,  he  taid,  he  wDuld  not  trouble  the  House, 
■1  Ibis  lime,  with  a  c^neral  view  of  tbe  lubjeol. 
He  would  confioe  himself  to  a  few  of  the  most 
prominent  fact*  conneoted  with  it. 

The  nroprieton  of  the  city,  he  said,  had  granted 
to  tbe  Goreniinent,  without  any  {tecuniary  equiv- 
alent, one-half  of  alt  the  boildiag'  lots,  whioh,  to- 
celher  with  the  public  reservations,  (pan  of  which 
nadbeemoldforanftverageor  fiftv  cents  per  foot,) 
amounted  lo  about  9,6S91ots,  which,  at  fifteen  cents 
per  rooijwonld  produce  87,820,750. 

Suppose  this  eslimaie  (wbich  be  t«td  from  the 
National  Calendar  of  1820)  he  reduced  an  half, 
il  would  leave  83,610,875. 

The  Bale  of  one-balf  (allowing  uothiog  for  the 
iacrease  of  value  produced  by  thie  meuure)  would 
be  §1,805,437. 

A  sum  more  than  sufficient,  with  tbe  aid  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  the  old  company,  and  iadi- 
vidualf,  to  accompliili  the  work.  Thns,  instead 
cf  near  a  thousand  vacant  and  unprodue 
(which  can  never  be  sold  until  something  is  done 
1^  Governm«it  lo  promote  the  prosperity  and 
gTo«rih  of  the  cily,)  you  have  a  profitable  stock, 
which,  even  at  six  per  cent.,  would  put  into  yoor 
Ttea^ry  8108,326  per  annum,  and  make  tbe  bal- 
ance of  your  lots  worth  m^re  ihan  four  tines  as 
much  as  the  whole  are  now  worth. 

This,  Mr.  S.  said,  might,  to  some  geellenien, 
seen  extravagant ;  but  every  doubt  would  vanish 
when  it  is  considered  that,  by  this  measure,  you 
place  ihis  eity,  for  all  the  purposes  of  commerce, 
trade,  and  intercourse,  within  five  or  six  milas  of 
Cumberland,  and  within  seveniy-four  miles,  by 
land,  of  the  western  navigable  waters  at  Browns- 
ville. Is  this  Act  denied?  It  is  susceptible  of  the 
clearest  proof.  Mr.  S,  said  he  had  been  informed 
thb  morning,  by  an  tatelliffent  member  fi-omNew 
Tork,  who  was  acquainted  with  the  operations  on 
the  canal  lately  constructed  in  that  Stale,  that  a 
boat,  with  two  horses,  two  men,  and  a  boy,  would 
carry  fifty  Ions  thirty-five  miles  in  one  day,  at 


expense  of  between  four  and  five  dollars,  exclusive 
ofioUf.  To  carry  tbe  same  quantity  the  samedia- 
tance,  would  require  at  least  twenty-five  wagon*, 
with  five  horses  each,  two  days,  at  five  dollan  each 
per  day,  would  amount  to  $250,  ^exclusive  of  tolls 
on  a  turnpike,)  requiring  a  capita)  of  near  813,000, 
besides  the  wear  and  tear  of  25  wagons  attd  125 
Itotics.  The  result,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  a  difletence 
of  as  5  to  250,  or  1  to  50.  The  distance  tiom 
Washington  City  to  Cumberland  was  188  miles 
by  water — not  equal  to  four  by  land.  If  the  facta, 
as  he  received  them,  were  tnte.  and  he  could  not 
doubt  it,  the  result  was  inevtlame.  Thns  you  ra- 
the capital  to  the  eeatn  of  the  Union;  it  ta 
made  lo  follow  (he  march  of  power  to  the  Weat; 
yoD  place  il  in  the  midst  of  a  rich  and  productive 
country ;  you  carry  the  snppty  of  goocts  into  the 
neighborhood  of  the  consumer,  for  which  he  can 
easily  exchange  his  prodnce — ^you  place  the  mar- 
ket near  his  door.  It  has  been  ascertained  that  a 
few  western  counties  have  produced  400,000  bar- 
rels of  flour  and  whiskey  in  one  year;  by  thia  im- 
uroventent  they  would  save  at  least  one  d(^r  pet 
Mrrel  in  transportation ;  and  even  Kentuckjr  seada 
her  tobacco  in  wagons,  across  the  mountains,  to 
this  District.  It  might  also  be  remarked,  that  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  by  carrying  into  effect  the  pro- 
posed crosa^nl  from  Frederick,  would  enjoy  the 
tame  advantages  with  this  city. 

Independent  of  the  numerous  advantages  to  re- 
suit  from  this  meaaure,  in  a  political,  military,  and 
commercial  point  of  view,  Mr.  8.  begged  leave  lo 
advert  to  one  whidi  he  ttrooght  alone  would  con^- 
people  for  the  whole  expense  in  a  few  years.  It 
was  the  coal  trade.  Many  of  the  mountains 
through  which  this  river  passes,  Mr.  S.  void,  were 
constituted  of  coal,  which  contd  be  dqxtsiied  in 
boats  forfouroT  five  cents  per  bushel,  and  thecar- 
riase  by  water  to  this  citv  being  equal  to  only  four 
mifes  by  land,  they  could  not  cost  more  than  ten 
or  twelve  cents — superior  to  what  now  cost  thirty- 
seven  cents ;  bat  suppose  they  cost  seventeen  cents 
per  bushel,  still  you  nave  a  saving  of  twenty  centa, 
which,  upon  tbe  amount  eonsurned  in  the  District 
alone,  would  prodixe,  from  a  calculation  toade, 
$320,000  per  annum.  Besides,  by  ledneing  the 
price  of  fuel  and  of  every  species  of  marketing^ 
by  affording  an  easy  access  to  the  rich  and  pro- 
ductive eountriei  bordering  on  the  Potomac,  yon 
reduce  the  price  of  living  in  this  city,  as  well  to 
foreigners  and  slrangera  who  visit  tiie  Seat  of 
Ooverameni,  as  to  the  members  of  this  body.  Br 
placing  this  city  near  two  hundred  miles  in  od- 
vance  <^  other  seaports,  yon  give  it  comnereiBl 
advantaaes  which  will  odd  to  your  revenue,  pay- 
able at  toe  door  of  Ibe  Treasury ;  you  incicaae  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  Btiiioaal  city^  and 
enable  its  inhabitants  lo  live  without  looking  to 
ihe  offal  of  the  public  Treasury  for  their  dailv 
bread.  The  foreigner  who  visits  yon,  with  high  , 
eipectations,will  no  longer  go  away  disappointed; 


country.  Pfo  great  nation  has  ever  been  indiffer- 
ent to  tbe  growth  and  prosperity  of  its  capital ; 
and  why  should  we  1    This  District  is  placed,  by 
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the  Constitution,  under  the  ezdusire  care  and  pa- 
trons^e  of  Congresu ;  and  [t  is  oor  duly  (o  attend 
lo  its  interest,  Here  our  power*  are  plenary^  we 
cannot  be  met  witli  ConslilutionaT  objections, 
whicli  have  lately  become  fasbiooable  on  subjects 
of  this  sort. 

Mr.  8.  apologized  for  liaving  so  lon^  trespassed 
on  the  patience  ol  the  House,  and  said  he  would 
only  add,  that  if,  in  a  political  point  of  view,  it 
was  of  no  importance  to  connect  the  Eastern  and 
Western  sections  of  the  Union,  by  the  ties  of  in- 
terest and  intercourse;  if  it  were  of  no  importance 
to  facilitate  the  transportation  of  the  military 
means  of  the  country  in  times  of  danger  or  of 
war ;  if  it  afforded  no  adTantages  to  the  people  of 
the  East  and  West,  in  a  commercial  jKimt  of 
view — stili,  with  a  single  eye  to  speculation  and 
to  revenue,  it  was  the  interest  and  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  adopt  this  measure ;  by  it  you 
make  this  a.  gtc&t  commercial  city,  and  brine  your 
revenue  to  the  door  of  your  Treasury  ;  by  it  you 
reduce  the  price  of  living,  and  increase  your  com- 
forts here ;  by  it  vou  enhance  the  value  of  the  pub- 
lic property  in  the  District,  six  or  eight  fold,  you 
bring  it  into  market,  and  out  of  the  proceeds  of  a 
pari  of  it,  you  acquire  a  productive  slock,  adding', 
perhaps,  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  per 
annum  to  your  revenue.  No  wonder,  then,  he 
said,  that  this  had  been  a  favorite  object  with  the 
illustrious  Washinotoh  ;  no  wonder  it  had  been 
near  and  dear  to  his  heart,  as  was  every  thing 
connected  with  the  good  and  glory  of  bis  country. 
It  was  a  measure,  he  said,  worthy  the  approbation 
of  every  statesman  of  liberal  and  enlightened 
views,  and  he  hoped  the  day  was  not  far  distant 
when  it  would  be  adopted. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  conaiderstion 
of  the  rewlution,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

ORDBBB  OP  THE  DAY. 

The  House  titen  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  de- 
ceased ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of 
Joseph  Pellypool ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Wal  representatives  of  Qreenberry  H.  Murphy; 
wiiicb  were  respectively  reported  to  the  House, 
concarred  in,  and  ordered  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee  (making 
an  allowance  for  extra  services  rendered  ss  Sur- 
veyor General)  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Cocee;  on  whose  motion,  after 
some  opposition  from  Mr.  Moobe,  of  Alabama, 
the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repreaeota- 
lives  of  Joseph  Hodgson,  was  read  the  third  time, 
and,  after  fomt  remarks  adverse  to  its  passage  by 
Mr.  Cocee,  and  an  unsuccessful  motion  by  him 
,  to  lay  it  on  tbe  table,  the  bill  was  passed  without 
a  division. 

Tbe  House  again  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  oQ  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Coffee ;  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  Donnelsoo,  Thomas  Carr,  and  others  ;  and 
■  bill  explanatory  of  the  aetfor  the  relief  of  James 


Leander  Cathcart ;  whicb  were  gone  throug 
with  and  reported  to  the  Hoose. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Donoelson  gai 
rise  to  some  debate.  U  was  advocated  by  Messr 
Reid,  of  Georgia,  and  Rankin,  and  opposed! 
Messrs.  Tract  and  Cocke;  and,  on  motion  i 
Mr.  Tatlor,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  hereiofoi 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  orde 
ed  to  a  third  reading,  were  severally  read  a  ihii 
time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  Joseph  Pettypool ;  tt 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  l%al  representatives  ( 
Greenberry  H.  Murphy ;  the  bill  eiplanatorf  i 
the  act  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Cathcart. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Flotd,  toe 
up,'and  read  the  third  tim^  the  bill  from  tbe  Sei 
ate  to  repeal  the  fourteentn  section  of  the  act  i 
last  session  reducing  the  army ;  and,  after  an  e: 
planatory  remark  from  Mr.  F.  as  to  the  pract 
cal  operation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  adop 
ed  by  the  said  fourteenth  section,  the  bill  vt 

The  bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  to  Williai 
Conner  and  his  wife  and  their  children,  beia 
under  consideration  in  Committee  of  the  Whole- 
Mr.  HENnaicKa  briefly  explained  the  nature  i 
the  claim,  which  orgioated  in  an  indirect  assoi 
ance,  on  the  part  of  our  agents  in  the  tieaiy  bd 
at  St.  Mary's,  of  panting  him  the  said  land  ii 
consideration  of  his  having  used  his  influence  |i 
induce  the  Indians  to  agree  to  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  claim,  on  the  groun 
that  it  was  unjust  to  hold  out  a  lure  to  those  wb 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Indians  to  betray  the: 
nation.  The  sanction  of  the  Government  oun) 
not  to  be  given  to  such  conduct.  It  tarnished  th 
honor,  and  derogtited  from  the  dignity  of  this  pet 
pie.  to  bribe  individuals  to  betray  the  nation  thi 
ma  given  them  protection. 

The  said  bill,  as  also  a  bill  for  the  relief  i 
Richard  Matson,  and  a  bill  for  th«  relief  i 
Thomax  Shields,  were  gone  through  with,  an 
reported  to  the  House ;  where  the  two  latter  bil 
were  concurred  in,  and  on  the  former,  a  debai 
arose  similar  in  its  character  and  principle  to  ihi 
which  took  place  in  Committee,  in  which  M«sr 
Rankin,  Cocke,  Rosa,  Cook,  Hendrick 
WntauT,  and  Tance,  participated ;  and,  after  ■ 
ineffectual  motion  by  Mr.  Cocke  to  lay  it  on  tl 
table,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
third' Tea  diog. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  ii 
Prehident  of  tbe  United  States,  which,  wii 
the  accompanying  documents,  was  ordered  to  I 
laid  on  the  table. 
TothtHotutofRtpruentaiiceMofthe  DniitdStala 

I  traDimit  to  Congrcu  trsnitatioiu  of  tmo  ItUe 
from  Don  Joaquin  d'Andusga  to  tba  Secrctarj  • 
State,  which  htvs  bein  lectiied  *t  tha  BeptrtmaDl  < 
State,  wnce  mj  lut  Meuige,  commuuicatiiig  copM 
ofhii  correspondence  nith  this  Qovernmaat. 

JAMES  HOIYHOE. 

WjkiBiBOTax,  Mag  6,  1S3S. 
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COLLECTION  OF   DUTIES,  &c 

The  House  then  weot  iato  a  Commictee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for 
lh«  collection  of  durieson  importi  and  tonnage  in 
Florida,  and  for  other  purposes ;  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Duilding  of  lighthouses  therein  tnenlioned, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  and  a  bill  further  to  estab- 
lUh  the  compensation  of  the  collectors  of  the  cus- 
tomt,  and  to  alter  certain  collection  districts,  aod 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Babsett  moved  an  ameadmeat  to  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  bill,  the  {>urport  of  which  was 
(0  leave  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  a  port  of  entry. 
The  motion  was  advocated  hy  the  mover,  and  Mr. 
H.  Nelson,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Newton,  and 
Mr.  HiLt.,  and  negatived — ayes  28,  noes  66. 

Mr.  Kbht  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  by 
Nottingham,  to  the  district  of  Annapolis  j"  and 
after  a  few  remariiB  thereon  by  Mr.  Kent,  Mr. 
Smitb,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr.  Newton,  of  Vir- 
ginia, the  question  was  taken  thereon  and  lost. 

Mr.  H.  Nbi^boh  observed  that  this  was  an  im- 
porlanl  bill  in  relation  to  the  revenue  of  the  eouu- 
Irf — that  it  was  difficult  lo  retain  a  quorum  in  the 
House  on  the  several  questions  proposed — and  he 
therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  rise  and  re- 
port progress,  which  was  agreed  to — ayes  I 
50.  The  two  former  bills  were  concurred 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  nnd 
the  Committee  were  refused  leave  lo  sit  agam  ~  ~ 
the  latter  bill. 

Mr.  Bahsbtt  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  laid 
the  table,  on  which  motion  Mr.  Hill  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  thereupoD  ordered, 
and  the  question  was  decided  io  the  negalive— 
yeas  39,  nap  92.  So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  taUe  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  caAed  for  (he  previous  question, 
but  the  call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House — yeas 
52,  nays  H. 

The  House  then  took  into  consideration  the  1 
rious  amendments  proposed  by  the  Cotamitiee 
Commerce. 

Mr.  Walwobth  moved  to  erase  from  those 
amendroenls  the  word  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Tiylok 
proposed  to  strike  out  Champlain,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  said  amendments,  as  recommended  tc 
the  8th  section. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
ToHLiNSON,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Cambreleko  moved  lo  strike  out  of  the 
9ih  section  the  words  "  New  York."  Mr.  C.  re- 
marked, that  he  considered  any  attempt  to  amend 
ibe  bill  hopeless;  but  he  thought  there  wero  some 
very  sirong  circumstances  in  favor  of  excepting 
the  revqnoe  officers  of  the  port  of  New  York 
from  the  general  reduction  now  about  lo  be  made. 
No  gentleman  would  accuse  him  (Mr.  C.)  of  a 
disposition  to  oppose  any  bill  tending  judiciously 
and  justly  to  retrench  the  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment He  regretted  that  this  bill  had  been  kept 
bach  so  long  as  to  preclude  debate.  He  would 
only  detain  the  House  a  few  moments.  The  sal- 
aries of  these  officers  were  regulated  in  1790,  and 


it  would  be  recollected  that  this  was  during  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Administration.  Mr.  C.  was  not  the 
eulogist  of  that  or  any  other  Administration,  but 
be  believed  it  had  been  properly  deemed  an  eco- 
nomical Administration.  By  looking  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  revenue  of  the  port  of  New  York,  it 
fieared  that  in  1790,  the  amount  of  the  revenue 
lecled  was  8470,000 ;  at  that  time  io  the  whole 
United  Slates,  the  revenue  collected  was  lillle- 
;  than  three  millions.  The  revenue  collected 
at  the  port  of  New  York  last  year,  was  $7,200,- 
DDO,  and  he  presumed  that  duriog  the  present 
year  the  revenue  would  be  between  nine  and  ten 
'"'ons,  or  equal  to  the  half  of  the  wbole  reve- 
of  the  United  Slates.  He  asked  whether, 
under  ihese  circumstances,  it  was  nroper  or  just 
to  reduce  the  salaries  of  these  officers.  There 
were  no  officers  under  the  Government  who  more 
faithfully  earned  their  salaries — there  was  no  der 

Sarlment  of  the  Gorernmenl,  Treasury,  War, 
iavy,  or  State,  with  all  their  auditors  and  clerk^ 
which  performed  as  much  labor  as  was  executed 
at  the  custom-house  at  New  York.  As  we  had  a 
few  days  since  virtually  rejected  (he  bill  reducing 
our  own  compensation,  he  hoped  the  House  would, 
for  this  session,  at  least,  forbear  to  (ouch  the  sala- 
ries of  officers  whose  labors  and  respoosibilily 
had  been  so  much  increased  in  thirty  years.  It 
was  a  mistaken  policy  to  change  (he  salaries  of 


they  have 


snted  or  diminished 


1602  they  were  limited  as  they  now  ai 


Mr.  Cbahbebb  again  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  sustained  by  the  House — yeas  67, 
nays  46. 

Mr.  Sehoeant  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  thereupon  ordered. 

Mr.  H.  Nelson  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
bill ;  but  the  Speakeb  decided  that  the  reading, 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  (it  having 
been  read  a  first  and  second  time,)  could  not  m 
required. 

Mr.  Nelson  appealed  from  the  decision  o(  the 
Chair ;  which  was  affirmed— ayes  103,  noes  9. 

The  question,  "  Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put  7"  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  de- 
cided  in  the  affirmative — yeas  85,  nays  51,  as 
follows : 

YsAi — Mesin.  Aleiinder,  Allen  of  Mtaacbasstti, 
Archer,  Birbsr  of  Connecticut,  Bateman,  Blair,  Bor- 
land, Burrows,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Csnnon,  Caaedj, 
Cbimbcni,  Cocke,  Conkling,  Connsr,  Cmris,  Crudup, 
Cuthbsrt,  Dirlington,  DenUon,  Dickinion,  DnrlM, 
Eddy,  rioyd,  Gut,  Gross,  Hardin,  Hirvey,  Hairk*, 
Hemphill,  Hendiicks,  Renick.  Hill.  Hooks,  Jsckion, 
KiikliDil,  Leftwicb,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Liitle,  Lons, 
McCoy,  Miliary,  Mattack,  Mataon,  Maltocki,  Met- 
calfe, Mitchell  of  Pennsylvaaia,  Moore  of  Penoajl- 
vania,  Murrnj,  Patterson  of  PennsylvaDia,  Fitctiai, 
Plumerof  New  Hampihire,  Plumer  of  PenoajlvaQia, 
Reid  of  Geo.,  Rhea,  Rich,  Ron,  Rngglu,  Rme,  Sw 
ders,  Scott, 8.  Smith,  Arthur  8uiith,  Alexander Smjrlh, 
Spencer,  Sterling  ol  Connecticut,  Blewart,  Swan,  Tat- 
nall,  Tajlor,  ThompMn,  Tomiinion,  Tracy,  TrimWa, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Ilpbsm,  Vance,  Walker, 
Whipple,  While,  Williama  of  VirgiDiai,  Williams  of 
Nortti  Carolina,  Wileon,  and  Worman. 

Nats— Messra.  Baralow,  BsMett,  Blackleds*, 
Brown,  CambielaBf,  Colden,  Cook,  Cnahnsn,  Dane, 
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Edwardi  of  UonnMaicnt,  Edward*  of  PcnnijNiDm, 
Edwardi  of  North  CaTOlina,  Fimllj,  Findlij,  Fnl- 
Ui.  Gorbim,  F.  Johnioti,  J.  8.  Johoitoii,  JoHci  of 
Tirf  idU,  JoQM  of  TeDnewM,  Keat,  McUsitr, 
Dnffie,  McLnne,  McSherrj,  Mercer,  Milnor,  Moore  of 
A]ib>a»,  Morgan,  N»le.  NsUon  of  Mi>;t>Dd,  Nel- 
■on  of  Virginia,  Nctr,  Newton,  Piltenoo  of  New 
York,  Fhitlipe,  PierMin,  PoioHlt,  Kankin,  Reed  of 
Me«iChu»ett«,  Sergruit,  SJoaD,  Stoddard,  Tod.Taek- 
eror  Virginia,  Van  Wjck,  Walworth,  Warfield,  Wil- 
liam md,  Wood,  and  Woodcock. 

The  main  quniioD,  Shall  the  bill,  with  the 
amendmenla,  be  ordered  for  a  third  reading?  was 
then  put,  and  it  was  carried  in  tbe  affirmatiTe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walwobtb,  a  receiis  was 
ordered  until  6  o'clock. 

Evtninff  Sewiim. 

Mr.  Fuller  mared  a  resolution  calling  for  a 
copy  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Russell,  referred  to 
in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  yesterday,  together  with  such  commu- 
nications as  may  nave  been  received  on  the  sub- 
ject from  any  other  of  tKe  persons  composing  the 
mission  of  Ghent;  which  resolution,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  House,  lies  on  the  table  one 
dav  of  coune. 

Mr.  SAnDGHS,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inqoire  into  certain  alterations  said  to  na re  been 
made  in  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  gorern- 
ment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  delivered 
in  a  report  of  mme  length,  which  concludes  with 
a  Tcsolnlion  directing  the  committee  to  be  dis- 
'  charged  from  the  further  consideialion  of  the  sub- 
ject; which  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Tbe  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  viz ;  a 
lull  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Matson ;  a  bill 
granting  a  tract  of  land  to  William  Conner,  fais 
wife,  and  their  children ;  a  bill  authorizing  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to  Thomas  Shields  ; 
were  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to 
tbe  Senate. 

A  messa^  ftotc  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  of  this  House, 
entitled  "An  act  making  further  appropriations 
for  the  military  eervice  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  1822,  and  for  other  purposes;"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  amendments  they  aak  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

OFFICERS  OF  CUSTOMS,  Ac 

The  bill  further  to  establish  the  compensation 
of  officers  of  the  customs,  and  to  alter  and  estab- 
lish certain  collection  districts,  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended  in  this  House. 

On  the  passage  of  this  bill  there  arose  a  debate, 
in  which  Messrs.  Nelsom  of  Virginia,  Cambre- 
LGNO,  Serqeant,  and  Woon,  opposed  the  bill, 
and  Messrs.  Newton,  Toki^nson,  Sawyer,  and 
Walworth,  supported  the  bill. 

The  question  was  determined  finslly  in  the  af- 
'  firmatiTe — yeas  lOO,  nays  35,  as  follows ; 

Yiii—MeMra.Alfliander,  Allen  of  Hue.,  Barber 


fe«,  Eddy,  Edward*  of  North  Cuotma,  EoMk,  Fiord, 
Oilmar,  Gist,  Oron.  Hall,  Hardin,  Hairey.  Hawb, 
Hendrick*,  Herrick,  Hill.  Hooka,  Hubbard,  Jackna. 
F.  JabtwMi,  Joaea  of  Virginia,  Job**  of  Twineiaee, 
Keyes,  KiikUnd,  Loftwicb,  LiBctdn,  UtchGald,  He- 
Coy,  MallaiT,  Matlaek,  MatwHi.  IHattocka,  Mctealfa, 
MitcbeU  of  Penn^  Murray,  Ncali,  NelwM  of  Mbm- 
choaelta,  Nenton,  Oierstreet,  Patteraon  of  PsdD)^ 
Tania,  Plumer  of  New  Hampshirs,  Plumer  of  Petrn- 
ajlTauia,  Reed  of  Masaacbuaett*.  Reed  of  Haijluid, 
Raid  of  Grorgia,  Rbea,  Rich,  Roaa,  BufgloB,  Bum. 
San  den,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sloan,  B.  Smith,  ArAnrSnitb, 
W.  Smith,  A.  Snylh,  Spooear,  Stewart,  Stoddard, 
Tatnalt,  Tiylar,  ThompH>n,  Tomliuwin,  Tracy,  Tria- 
' '  ■,  Tucker  of  Virgioia,  Tucker  of  Booth   Carotioa, 


ipple.  White,  Williams  of  Virginia, 
North  C«roliiio,  WarfiaM,  Williaanan,  aid  Woodaon. 

NATa—MMsn.  ArdMT.  Ball,  Banlow,  Baaati, 
CamllfBUBg,  Golden,  Cook,  Edwarda  of  CoAneciicn. 
Farrelly,  Findlay,  Fuller,  Hemphill,  J.  a  Jofaaatoi, 
Little,  Long,  McCeity,  Hercer,  Hilnor,  Moore  oj 
Penn,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Moonof  AUb«aa,MorgaD, 
Nelaon  of  Virginia,  Phillip*,  Pterwin,  Pildiei,  Ras- 
kin, Rogera,  Sergeant,  Sweariufao,  Tod,  Wood. 
Woodcock.  Woman,  and  Wright. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  the  sereml  orden 
of  the  day  were  postponed  for  the  purpose;  and 
the  House  proceeded  to  the  reconsideration  of  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  preservation  and  re- 
pair of  the  Cumberland  road,"  which  was  re- 
turned to  this  House  by  tbe  President  of  Ae  Uni- 
ted States  on  the  4th  instant,  with  the  objections 
which  appear  upon  the  Journal  of  the  4th  instant, 
and  wbicn  said  Dill  is  in  tbe  words  following,  to 


itnialiwi  of  tl 
grot  amembted.  That  the  Prraicleot  of  the  United 
Stale*  be,  and  be  i*  hereby,  aulhoriied  to  cauae  lo  be 
erected,  on  tbe  national  road  leading  fram  Cumber- 
land, in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the  river  Ohio,  u 
many  loH  boaeea,  gate*,  and  tornpikea,  a*,  in  hii 
opnion,  will  be  neoeaiary  end  auffietentto  collect  the 
duties  and  tidli  hereinafter  mentioned,  froio  all  per. 
■on*  travelling  on  tbe  wme,  lo  be  erected  at  Meh 
placta  a*  he  may  determine :  Pmaded,  That  the 
number  of  aoch  gates  and  Inraptke*  ahall  not  exceed 
twelve,  nor  be  lee*  than  aii ;  asd  that  sack  gate*  and 
turnpike*  ihall  be  erected  at  a  distance  not  leaa  thai 
ten  miles  from  each  other. 

&IC.3.  And  btilfurtlur  enacted,  That,aasoon  u 
the  said  gala*  and  turnpike*  ahall  be  aroolcd,  tht 
Proident  of  the  United  State*  i«  hereby  authoiiied  to 
appoint,  or  cauae  to  be  appointed,  toll-galherer*,  lo 
demand  and  receive,  for  pesaiog  the  *aid  tum[Hke«. 
the  tolls  and  rate*  bcreinifter  mentioned,  who  ma; 
atop  any  penon  riding,  leading,  or  driving,  any  honvi 
CBUle,  bo^  aheep,  eulkey,  chair,  chaiae,  pharton, 
cart,  wagon,  aleigb,  *lad,  of  other  c«rTi*ge  of  harden 
or  pleaaiire,  from  passing  tfarongh  the  aaid  ^ates  oi 
tornpikee,  until  they  shall  reapectively  have  paid  tbe 


ney,  and  ao  in  ptopenion  fbr  any  greater  a. 
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vit:  Fur  aTnj  aeon  sf  diaep  or  hogi, 
mx  and  >  qoarter  oMita ;  Ibr  nmj  Kors  of  oatye, 
twelia  Hid  a  half  eanta ;  te  arer;  1«<1  or  drote'bons, 
oae  cent ;  Ibr  arcrj  horta  aod  rider,  nil  and  a  qnarter 
cenu ;  fM  aveiy  deigh  ur  ilsd,  ibr  sach  horaa  or  oi 
drawiDg  the  ume,  thiee  caola ;  for  BTerj  dcarboro, 
iolkej,  chair,  or  chaiia,  with  one  bane.  tireWe  and  ■ 
half  cento;  for  OTcrj  chariot,  coach,  coachee^  >ta^ 
Hagon,  phatoD,  cbaiae.  Or  ilearbDrti,  nith  two  horaai 
a^d  four  wheeli,  eighteaa  aiid  three-qautar  centa ; 
for  either  of  the  carriagaa  laat  meDtioned,  with  tonr 
hone*,  Iweotj-fiie  ceate.  For  otii;  other  carriage 
of  pleaanre,  nnder  whalerer  name  it  ma;  go,  the  like 
inm.  according  to  the  number  of  wheels  and  honea 
drawing  the  lame.  For  every  cart  or  wagon,  whoae 
whcela  do  not  exceed  the  breadth  of  four  iocha*.  aix 
and  one  fbnrth  eenla  Ibr  each  horae  or  ox  Jravring  tha 
same.  For  eierj  cart  or  wagon,  whoae  wheela  thall 
exceed  in  breadth  four  incbee,  and  net  exceeding  eiz 
incbn,  three  canti  for  ever;  hone  or  oi  drawing  the 
aame  ;  and  ever;  other  cart  or  wagon,  whoae  wheek 
■hall  exceed  lii  inchea,  ihall  pui  the  eiid  gate*  free 
auil  clear  of  toll;  Provided,  That  the  Preaidcnt  of 
the  United  Statea  may  aathoiiie  the  auperiateadent 
of  tho  road  to  eommnte  the  rate*  of  toll  with  any 
peraon,  OT  peraona,  by  taking  of  him  or  tbem  a  cer- 
tain atim  ennnally,  io  lieu  of  the  lotla  ajbreaaid  :  And 
pronidtd,  alto.  That  nothing  in  tbii  act  eball  be  con- 
■trued  BO  ■■  to  aathsriie  any  toll*  to  be  received  or 
ooUect«il  from  any  penon  pataing  to  or  from  public 
worafaip,  or  to  or  from  hia  common  .bnainen  sn  hia 
farm  or  woodland,  of  to  or  from  a  faneral,  or  to  or 
frvni  amill:  And  provided furtlitr.  That  do  toll  ahall 
ba  Tae«i*«i]  or  eoIlMted  for  the  paMaga  of  aoy  wagon 
or  «aniage  laden  with  tlie  property  of  the  United 
Sutea,  or  any  cannon  or  military  atoiea  balongiag  to 
tha  UniMd  tltatee,  to  any  of  the  BtaM  compoaing  ihia 
UnioD,  or  any  paiaon  or  peraone  on  doty  in  the  mlli- 
taxy  avrviea  oflhe  Unitnl  Stale*,  OT  the  militia  of  any 
»l  tbe  Slate*. 

8kc.  8.  And  be  it  further  matttd,  Tbat  the  laid 
lotl  gnlbema  dmH  aettle  their  acconnto  qnarteriy  with 
the  aaperintendent  of  tho  road,  and  at  all  other  timea 
when  theiaonlo  required,  and  ehtU,  at  all  time*,  pay 
OTBT  to  hin,  on  demand,  the  amonot  of  toll*  by  tbem 
collected ;  and  it  ahall  be  hi*  dnty  to  accoant  for  the 
eame  with  the  Secielaty  of  the  Traasary,  obc*  in 
each  year,  and  qaarterly,  if  required.  And  the  aaid 
niperintendint  aod  loll  gatherer*  ihall  goTcm  tbtm- 
•elvea  by  the  rule*  and  regulation*  which  the  Prut- 
dent  of  the  United  State*  in«y  Irom  time  to  time 
preacriba. 

Sac.  4.  And  6e  Hfurlhtr  enoeled,  Tbat  the  amount 
of  toll*,  aAer  deducting  therefrom  tb*  eipenae*  and 
chargae  of  coHestwn,  iball  be  applied,  Dnd«r  the  diree- 
lioD  of  tha  Preaideal  of  the  United  State*,  to  the  ra- 
paifs  and  praterration  of  >aid  road,  in  luch  manner, 
and  under  auch  regulation*,  aa  he  may  Irom  time  to 
lime  pre*crib«,  and  to  no  other  purpoae  whatever. 

Sac-  6.  And  be  it  further  eitmettd.  That  direetoia 
ahall  be  Mwetad  at  pn^er  and  cODvenient  aitnationa, 
t0  caottvn  all  eondnetoti  or  diiran  of  oaniagBa  on  the 
Toail  afbraaaid,  that  they  ahall  at  all  timea  pa**  on  the 
left  of  eacli  other,  andet  the  ptoalty  of  three  doUata 
for  a*«ty  od«Bca. 

Sm.  S.  And  be  itfurUur  matitd.  That  the  Praej- 
dant  of  tlw  United  State*  ii  hereby  avthoriiad  to  in- 
er««aa  or  J™w«i«>i  the  toll*  MlaUiabad  by  lU*  act,  in 
CM*  it  ritonld  be  fooad  upon  trial  ttwt  Ike  ram*  eol- 


leoted  ie  more,  or  lea*,  than  i*  neceeiary  to  keep  the 
eaid  road  In  repair ;  *nd  to  ioereaiie  or  le**en  the  tolla 
from  time  to  time,  on  any  particular  kind  of  iraTelling 
or  traaapoitation,  >o  a*  to  preaerre  an  equitable  aeale 
of  rate*,  and  to  iucreaae  or  diminiah  the  toll*  at  inch 
aeaaona  of  the  year  a*  Eie  may  direct ;  Provided,  hoio- 
tver.  That  Iba  Itema  of  tolla  ahall  not,  at  enj  time,  be 
increaaed  to  more  than  doable  the  rale*  herein  eatab- 
Uahed  and  allowed. 

Sic.  7.  And  be  it  furiker  enaefed,  That  if  any  of 
the  toll  gatherer*  ahall  noreaaonably  driay  or  binder 
any  paiaenger  or  traveller,  at  any  of  the  gatee,  or 
shall  demand  or  receive  more  loll  than  ia  by  thi*  act 
eatabUehed,  he  eball,  for  each  and  ovary  auch  oSence, 
Ibifoit  and  pay,  to  the  party  *o  aggrieved,  the  anm  of 
tan  dollara. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  il  further  matted.  That  if  any  per- 
■OQ  who  fhall  uee  the  eaid  road,  ahall,  with  a  view  to 


oft* 


re  dollar 


And  be  it  farther  enatied.  Thai  the  toil 
gatherera  on  ^e  eaid  road  *h*ll,  raapaelively,  ree«ve 
compeniation  for  their  lervicaa  at  the  rate  of  iwrive 
per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  tolla  by  them  respectively 
eollectad :  Provided,  That  the  annaal  compewation 
of  any  lotl  galberer  ahall  never  exceed  the  anm  of 
Ibrea  hundred  and  filly  dallura,  nor  abatl  the  eame  be 
teaa  in  an;  one  year  than  one  hundred  and  Iwealj 
doUarai  and,  in  caa*  ol  any  deflcioocy  in  iba  amount 
collected  by  uiy  toll  gatherer,  below  the  anm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  doUan,  tho  teeidue  ahall  ba  paid 
out  of  the  toll*  colleclei]  at  the  other  gate*  on  ttie  eaid 

8ic.  10.  And  be  il  further  enaeled.  That,  for  re- 
pairing the  Combertand  road,  the  aum  of  nine  iboa- 
land  one  hundred  and  ninety- tour  dollara  and  twenty- 
five  cent!,  (being  an  unexpended  balance  of  money 
appropriated  by  act  of  third  March,  one  Ihoueand  eight 
hundred  and  nineleen,  for  completing  the  aame,)  be, 
and  ii  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oot  of  any 
mOB^  in  Ihe  Treaeury  not  otherwise  appropriated : 
Promdtd,  however,  Tbat  all  exponditnrea  arlaing  an- 
der  thia  act,  or  connected  with  the  aupport  or  repatt 
of  a«id  road,  beyond  Ihe  iDm  herein  approariatod, 
ehaU  be  defrayed  oat  of  the  tolla  coUeeted  under  laid 
acta,  and  from  no  other  fond. 

Mr.  Bassett,  with  a  view  to  such  a  comiderm- 
tion  of  the  rabjeet  as  its  imnotlBnce  apjirared  id 
him  to  requite,  mored  to  refer  ifae  bill  and  obieG- 
(Loos  10  a  Committee  of  the  Whole )  but  ihe  Home 
refused  to  commit  ilie  bill. 

Hr.  Wbioht  ezpieeed  in  atroog  terms  his 
approbation  of  the  Menage  of  the  President,  par- 
ticulafty  on  the  ground  that,  to  impose  a  toll  on 
thia  particiiUr  road,  while  otb«'  roads  were  fV«e, 
would  be  an  unequal  and  oppressive  tax,  dbc.  He 
was,  however,  in  favor  of  keeping  thi*  road  in  re- 
pair at  the  expense  of  the  United  Sutes. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  "Shall  ibis  bill 
pan,  Qotwithstandii^  the  objfecdons  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales'?'*  and  the  vote  was  as 
follows: 

Yika-^Mewn,  Barstow,  Baleman,  Blaekledge, 
Borrows,  CampbM  ef  Ohio,  C*ie*dy,  Ohambara, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Cuahmen,  Cntbbert,  Darlington,  Dani- 
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■OD,  DickiPMiD,  Dorfac,  Eddj,  EJwardi  of  CoiiDecti* 
cat,  Findlif.  FuUer,  UBrdia,  HcmpbilJ,  HcoclTicki, 
Hill,  Hooki,  Hubbaiil,  JackioD,  F.  Jabnton,  Jan«  of 
TeDDMMe,  Kirkland,  Ledwich,  Little,  McCarl;,  Mc 
Duffie,  Mercer,  MelcalfB,  Milnor,  Montgoiner;,  Moore 
or  ?eaii);hani>,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Neale,  KenlOD, 
Fatteiioa  of  FeaoajlTania,  Plumer  of  Nen  Hamp- 
■hire,  Plumer  of  Pennajlvania,  Rankin,  Reiil  of  Oeor^ 
gia.  Rich,  Rou,  Biin,  Banilen,  Bawjer,  Scutt,  Ser- 
geant, Sloan,  S.  Smith,  W.  Smiih,  Suwirt,  Sloil- 
dard.  Snearingen,  Tod,  Tonlinion,  Trimble,  Upham, 
Vince,  Walker,  Waltrorlh.  Williama  of  Virginia,  and 
WoodioD— 68. 

Nxit — Heaara.  Speaker,  Alelander,  Allen  of  Mia- 
MchDielta,  Arcber,  Ball,  Banett,  Blair,  Borianil,  Bnr- 
Ion,  Butter,  Cam breleng,  Campbell  of  New  York,  Can- 
non, Golden,  Conner,  Craft*,  Crudnp,  Edwarda  of 
North  Carolina,  Baatia,  Farrelly,  Fiojd,  Oilmer,  Qiat, 
Groaa,  UarTcj,  Hawka,  Hobart,  J.  S.  Johnatou,  Jonea 
of  Virginia,  Lincoln,  Litchfield,  Long,  McCoj,  Mc- 
Hherr;,  Mailack,  MaUon,  Mattocks,  Mitchell  of  Penn- 
■jlvania,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Morgan,  Murraj,  Kal- 
•on  of  ManichuMlta,  Nelion  of  Virgioia,  Overatreel, 
PattarioD  of  New  York,  Phillius,  Pitcher,  Reed  ol 
Maaiechuaetta.  Retd  of  Maryland,  Rhea.  Rogsra,  Rug- 
glci,  Arthur  Smith,  Aleiindei  Smjth,  Spencer,  Ster- 
ling of  Conncclicot,  Tatnall,  Taylor,  Thompaon, 
Ttftc;.  Tucker  of  Virginia,  Taeker  of  Soiuh  Carolina, 
Van  Wjck,  Whipple,  Wbit«,  WiJIiami  of  North 
Carolin*,  Williamaon,  Wilion,  Wood,  Woodcock, 
Worman,  and  Wright — 7S 

Two-thirds  of  all  ttie  memben  beiag  inquired 
to  carry  thi>  question,  and  a  majonty  having  voted 
against  it,  it  was  of  course  doc  carried ;  and  thi 
bill  was  rejected. 

A  bill  from  the  SeDite  to  authorize  the  building 
of  lighthouses  ihereiit  oamed,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  a  third  time,  and  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate ioT  concurrence  iu  the  ameodmenls  made 
thereto  in  this  House. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 


the  military  service  ot  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1822, and  forother  purposes:"  the fir«t  where- 
of proposes  to  add  to  the  appropriation  of  $50,000 
fut  Fort  Calhoun,  these  words:  "This  appronria- 
'tion  not  lo  be  regarded  as  a  cooGrmation  of  the 
contract  made  with  Elijah  Mix  in  regard  to  this 
fort," 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Noith  Carolina,  to  amend  the  said  amendment, 
bjr  inserting  therein,  after  the  word  "confirma- 
tion," the  words  "or  disaffirmance."  And  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

And  debate  having  thereupon  arisen  on  the 
question  to  agree  lo  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
as  aforesaid — 

Mr.  Sawter  caired  for  the  previous  question, 
and  the  same  being  demanded  by  a  majority  of 
the  members  present,  it  was  put  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  House,  to 
wit:  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?  And 
paued  in  the  affirmative. 


The  said  main  queation  was  then  pot,  to  wit: 
Will  the  House  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  as  aforesaid  ?  And  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  40,  nays  60,  as  follows: 

YiAS— McMr*.   Burrows,  (.'ampbell  of  Obio,  Can. 

a,  Chamber!,  Cocke,  Conkling,  Conner,  CnlbbeK 

wania  of  Connecticut,  Euitia,  Floyd,  Hardin,  Har 
ve7,  Henilricka,  Hooks,  F.  Johnson,  Kirkland,  Left' 
wieb,  Lincoln,  McCartv,  McCor,  Mallar;,  Matlack, 
Metcalfe,  Murray,  Reed  of  Maryland,  Rcid  of  Gan^ 
Rhea,  Roib,  RuggleR,  Rasa,  Arthur  Smith,  W.  Smith 
Tracy,  Vance,  Whipplf ,  While,  Williama  of  Virginia 
Williama  of  North  Carolina,  and'  Woodaon. 

Nits — Metara.  Alexander,  Archer,  Ball,  Barber  o 
Connecticut,  Bantow,  Bataelt,  Balemao,  Blackledge 
Borland,  Brown,  Cuaedy,  Condict,  Cook,  Crafts 
Caahman,  Dane,  Darlington.  Deniaon,  Dickinaon 
Durfe«,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Farrelly,  Findtay 
Fuller,  Oroaa,  Rawka,  Hemphill,  Hill, Hubbard.  Jack 
aon,  J.  8.  Jobniton,  Keyei,  Litchfield,  Little,  McDnf 
He,  McHberry,  Miltocka,  Mer^r,  Milnor,  Mitcbed  o 
Pennsylvania,  Moore  of  Fennajlvania,  Moore  of  Vir 
ginia,  Moore  of  Alabama,  Neale,  Nelaon  of  Macaa 
chnaetli,  Nelaon  of  Maryland,  Nelaon  of  Virginia 
Newton,  Overslr^et,  Patterson  of  New  York,  Palter 
■on  of  Pa.,  Pbilltpa,  Pierian,  Pitcher,  Plumer  o 
PennsylTtoia,  Rankin,  Rich,  Rogera,  Sawyer,  Sa 
geant,  Sloan,  8.  Smith,  Sterling  of  Connecticut,  Slew 
art,  Swearingen,  Taylor,  Tod,  Tom linaon.  Tucker  o 
Virginia,  Tucker  of  8.  C,  TJpbam,  Van  Wyck,  Wal 
ker,  Walworth,  Warfield,  Willuiniaon,  Wood,  Wood 
cock,  Worman,  anil  Wright. 

The  second  and  last  of  the  amendments  of  thi 
Senate  to  the  said  bill  was  then  read  as  foUows: 

Insert  the  following  new  section  a*  the  second 

"  Bic.  2.  And  be  it  fitrtktr  tnatted.  That  ■  ani 
not  eiceeding  nine  thouaand  dollars,  to  be  eipcndr 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Uaiter 
Stales  in  rapairing  the  public  road  leading  from  Cnn 
berlud,  in  tba  Bute  of  Marjland,  to  Wbecllog,  i 
Virginia,  be  and  the  aame  is  hereby  appnprialed." 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  arnen^ 
ment,  it  was  also  determined  in  the  negaiive- 
yeas  47,  nays  65,  as  follows; 

YxAa — Mesara,  Bateman,  Campbell  of  Ohio,  Caaiedy 
Chambera,  Cook,  Cuahman,  Dane,  Dailingtnn,  Da: 
be,  Hardin,  Uartey,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Uerrid 
Hill,  Jackioa,  F.  Johnson,  J.  8.  Johnston,  Lillle,  Mi 
Catty,  Hallarj,  Mercer,  Metcalfii,  Milnor,  Moore  i 
Pennajlvania,  Moore  of  Virginia,  Neale,  Nelaon  i 
Maryland,  Patterson  of  Peansyl>ania,PiBiaan,Rankii 
Rich,  Ham,  SJoane,  8.  Smith,  W.  Smith,  Siewai 
Swearingen,  Tomlinion,  TrimUe,  Vaoee  Waike 
Warfield,  Whits,  Williama  of  Virginia,  Woodson,  ai 
Wright 

NiTB — Meaara.  'Aleisodsr,  Archer,  Ball,  Barber  i 
Connectient,  Biaietl,  Borland,  Brown,  Uambreleni 
Cannon,  Colden,  Condict,  Conkling,  Conner.  CraA 
Deniaon,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Connecticut,  Edwsti 
of  Pen  my  Ivan  is,  Ednardi  of  North  Cartdina,  Farrelli 
Findlay,  Floyd,  Fuller,  Qroaa,  Hawki^  Hooka,  Hnbban 
Keyea,  Kirkland.  Leftwich,  Lincoln,  McCoy,  UcDu 
fle,  McSberrj,  MaUaek,  Mattock^  Hitchetl  of  Peai 
■ylvania,  Murray,  Nalaoa  of  Mas^^osell^  Nslaon  i 
Virginia,  Oferstraot,  Plumer  of  Maw  Uanpabin 
Plumer  of  Penoaylvania.  Rerd  of  MaaeBcbasetla.  Rci 
of  Georgia,  Rhea,  Bogeis,  Rosa,  Sergeant.  Anhi 
Smith,  Starling  of  Connaclicot,  Tsylor,  Tod,  Tntq 
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TaekarofViigiDia,  Tucker  d/ South  Carolitik,  Upham, 
Walwonb,   Whipple,   Wiliiimi  of  Noilh   Carolin*, 
Willuunion,  WiUoa,  Wowl,  Woodcodi,  and  Wocmtii. 
Aad  then  the  HoD«e  adjoDToed. 

Tdesdat,  May  7. 

Ordeni,  That  the  Conuiiiltee  on  the  Judieuoy 
be  diactuirged  from  the  furiher  eoDBid««tion  of  alt 
Skek  matten  and  thiDgs  to  them  referred  at  the 
preseot  session  upon  which  they  hare  not  reported. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  frooi  the  Committee  oa  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was. referred  a  bill  from  the 
SeoBte  to  relieve  the  people  of  Florida  from  cer- 
tain ordi Dances,  reported  the  !!ame  without  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Edstib,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  Senate's  bJllE  for  the  relief  of 
Clarence  Mulfoid  and  Joseph  D.  Boyd,  with  a 
lecommendaiion  that  they  be  posipooedi  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  B.,  they  were  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  EuaTiB,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  concerning  loans  of  pow- 
der and  lead,  made  a  report  thereon  rather  unfa- 
Totmbte  to  the  officers  who  made  the  loans ;  which 
report,  on  motion  of  Mr,  E.,  was  ordered  to  be 
laid  DD  the  table. 

Mr.  EosTia  moved  for  the  printing  of  there- 
port  and  documents. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  conversation,  in 
which  it  appeared,  from  the  stetemenlB  of  Mr. 
Walwobth  and  Mr.  Mattocks,  that  ft  msjorlty 
of  the  whole  nniaber  of  the  committee  f  that  is,  4 
ont  of  7)  were  opposed  to  this  report,  although  a 
majority  of  the  raembers  present  this  morning 
((bat  Is,  3  ont  of  5)  had  agreed  to  it.  Mr.  Cocee 
suggested  that  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
present  of  the  committee  were  certainly  compe- 
tent to  report  on  any  subject  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee. 

Tbe  House  refused  to  print  the  report  and  doc- 
uments ;  and  Mr.  MATTucKa  then  moved  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  report,  but  the 
House  refused  to  consider  it. 

Tbe  Committee  od  Military  Affairs,  and  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  were  dischargi^d 
respectively  from  all  petitions  and  other  malten 
before  them,  which  have  not  been  heretofore  dis- 
posed of. 

Tl>e  resolntion  laid  upon  the  table  yesterday  by 
Mr.  FoLLEB,  calling  for  information  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  a  let- 
ter from  Jonathan  Russell,  Esq.,  late  a  commis- 
sioner to  conclude  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  referred 
to  in  B  late  Message  from  the  Pretiideol,  was  then 
taken  up. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr.  Cocke,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  again  asking  of  the  Executive  a  paper  which 
he  had  already  once  declined  furnishing,  the  ques- 
tion on  adopting  Mr.  FtiLLEa'a  motion  was  finally 
agreed  to  without  a  division. 

lUr.  Cocke  then  moved  that  tbe  House  now 
proceed  to  the  coniii deration  of  the  resolutioii  pro- 
posing the  appointtnent  of  a  oommitiee  to  ait  du- 


ring the  recess  of  Coaeress,  to  examine  into  the 
diserent  departments  ofthe  Government ;  hut  the 
House  refused  to  consider  (he  same. 

Mr.  Sawyer  a^in  moved  to  lake  up  the  joint 
resolution  propostng  an  earlier  day  for  the  com- 
mencement of  the  neitt  session  of  Congress,  but 
the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same. 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  (lie  following  resolution, 

Raohtd,  That  ths  Secretary  of  the  Treaaurj  be 
directed  to  prepare  and  lay  before  this  House,  ■■  early 
in  the  neit  seuion  la  may  be  practicable,  a  statemeat 
■howiog  the  amount  of  money  which  sppeara  to  have 
■toad  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  or  its  Treaa- 
nrer,  in  every  bank  in  which  the  public  monay  haa 
been  depgaited  st  the  end  of  each  quarter,  aince  the 
Erst  day  of  Jaiiuary,  1617;  diitiaBuiibing  between 
■pecial  and  ^naral  depcwite*.  A  partienlar  and  min- 
ute account  of  each  tranarer  of  the  public  money  Ax>u 
one  bank  to  another,  which  baa  been  made  wilhin  the 
aforesaid  prriod,  and  the  reaaona  and  tnotlve*  for 
making  the  aamo.  A  detailed  acconnt  of  the  ipecial 
depoaitea  that  have  bean  made  in  any  of  the  banka ; 
the  time  trhen  made ;  the  description  of  the  notes  so 
dapositsd,  and  tbe  reaaona  for  making  the  iime  i  togo- 
Iher  with  any  contract  or  contract*  under  which  these 
depoiite*  were  made.  The  precias  amount  and  an 
exact  ileacriptioD  of  Ihaanavailable  funJiof  the  Treas- 
ury ;  what  part  thereof  waa  unavailable  at  the  time  of 
dapoaite;  how  long  any  part  thereof  remained  on  d*. 
poaite  before  it  became  anatsitable,  and  why  it  became 
so.  SbowiDf  the  respective  accounta  and  rclationsof 
the  United  tMa tea  with  each  bank;  together  with  all 
earraspondencs  in  poasessioa  of  ths  Department  witk 
each  of  those  banka  in  relation  i«  any  of  the  forego* 
iof  objecta. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  (he  table 
one  day.  ' 

Mr.  BcTLER.  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  33d  of  April  last,  to  inquire  into  the  contract 
between  the  War  Department  and  Elijah  Mix,  of 
the  S5th  July,  1B19,  and  report  whether  the  same 
was  made  in  pursuance  of  law;  and  whether  the 
said  Mix  has  performed  his  covenant;  and  such 
other  facts  as  they  may  deem  proper  relative  to 
said  contract,— ^made  a  report  thereon,  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Message,  was  received  from  the  President 
or  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 
To  the  Houte  of  S^amlatiBU  .• 

In  compliance  with  the  rsMriution  of  the  Honaa  of 
Hspreaealalives,  of  the  S3c)  of  April,  reqnesting  lbs 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  that  HouiB  certain  iDformalion  reapectinf 
tha  lead  minas  in  the  State  of  Miaaonii,  I  herewith 
tranimit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JAME8  MONROE. 

WAiBiaaxoH,  Mag  7,  163S. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  laid  on  tbe 
table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  this  House,  of 
the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Reuben  Hickman,  Finding  Hickman,  and 
Joshua  Cannon ;"  "Anact  further  toamendtheser- 
etal  acts  relative  to  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Nary 
Deparbnenls ;"  "An  act  coafirming  the  claims  to 
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H«y,  lesa. 


:  lovD  of  Mobile,  aad  to  Uad  in  the  for- 
Dce  of  Wot  Florida,  vbich  cUinu  ha^re 
rled  fftTorably  on  \ff  the  commissioners 
bf  the  United  8lates;"  "Ad  act  to  es- 
rtam  roadB,  and  lo  diKontinae  olhen" — 
adments  to  each ;  in  which  amendmentB 
:e  of  this  HoD»e. 


flGATION  OF  THE  POTOMAC. 
NT,  frcHn  the  ComioiUee  for  ibe  DiBbici 
bia,  lo  which  have  been  referred  at  the 
ssioB  sundry  memorials  from  inbabitantt 
late  of  Penasylvaoia,  soliciting  ibe  aid  . 
aa^  of  Congrets  in  tbe  ifoprorement  of 
lilion  of  (he  Potomac  rirer,  made  a  r«- 
KiD,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
he  refKirt  is  as  follons  : 
'OinittM  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  lo 
I  redtred  nndr;  rnxmornb  from  the  inhab- 
'•DB*;lT>nit.  MarjItDd,  lod  Virgint*,  pr>7- 
d  of  the  Fedetftl  Garcmmant  towird*  the 
;M  ef  the  narigBlion  of  tb«  rirer  Potoratc, 
irdinf  to  otin,  atleatiTelr  cniMidered  Ihi 
M  BemoriaUati,  and  beg  Ie*T«  to  inbinii  to 
of  RepreMDtatiTei,  in  Tclstion  thereto,  the 

r  the  coneartCDt  acta  of  the  L^gtaktwrcs  of 
■■d  VirginJi,  a  Bompanjwere  incorporated 
r  lenBlcien  boodied  and  eightj-fbor,  on  the 
dalioo  of  Qafiaral  George  WuMngton,  for 
'emeni  of  the  nftTJgatlon  of  Aa  riTor  Poto- 

iM  prineipal  brioches,  ibeve  tide  water. 
laentJi  and  sighteenth  sectlona  of  lhi«  act 

the  cooditioDB  npra  wbich  the  toHa  granted 
>paB7  ahonld  bo  exicted,  and  a  haituUoa  lo 
on  of  their  charter.     By  a  aupptenientary 

•undiliona  ware  modiied,  and  the  pJriotI 
r  tba  completion  nf  tbe  naTJgatioD  of  the 
>•  modo  preacribed,  has  been,  ftom  tine  lo 
nded  by  labieqaeoi  laws  of  Maryland  and 

1  ioqniij  baa  erer  Ueen  regalaily  eiacuLed, 
our  coDimittee  are  iafDrmed,  in  order  lo  aa- 
letber  the  "  Potomac  Uompsay  heve  coni- 

Ihe  termi  of  their  charier."  After  Ihe  ei- 
of  tbeir  aubicribed  slock,  to  tbe  amount  of 
:  of  tbe  tolls  of  more  than  Ineaty  y< 

end  of  tbe  ftrther  sum  of  $174,000, 

the  company  of  the  Slate  of  Maryland,  of 
of  the  Dnlrict  of  Cehimbia,  and  of  privete 
I,  il  ii  uni*enall7  acknowledged  that  ibe 

of  iba  ri^er  ia  aoei  defectiTO. 
lis  period  the  atockboldert  have  reeaieed  bat 
■iderable  dividend  j  and  tbeir  aloek  will  lut 
in  the  muket,  where,  bowcTu  it  ia  aeldoni 
loisly  of  ita  DoaiBal  value. 

line,  now  eacartaiDcd,  that,  without  furlfaei 
onaidereUe  aid  from  the  Sulea  iamediaiely 
in  the  nanigtlion  of  Ihe  Potomac,  or  Iroiii 
a]  Government,  ihe  gieal  object  aonght  to 
]  hy  the  improvement  of  that  navigation — 
:ial  toterrourae,'  through  IhU  channel,  be- 
Weitem  and  Atlantic  aiatri,  wilt  be  entirely 


of  tbe  Federal  GDvemnenl,  with  tbeir  piactiea]  ilhii- 
traUoD  by  Ihe  atructare  of  the  Cnmberiand  read,  wmiU 
•eem  ahnoit  to  anperaede  tbe  neeeanty  of  my  cOfnaiMlt 
fraoi  four  commiltee  oa  tba  inporlaaea  of  the  Batigs- 
lion  of  Ibe  Pot&mac,  or  Ihe  power  of  Congreaa  lo  pro- 
vide for  its  improvemenl. 

One  of  its  anutlien)  brancbea,  ilaelf  a  condderable 
river,  riaea  to  the  aoatbaraet  af  StauBloa,  ia  Virgiaia. 
and  ia  caa^ila  of  iwaaai  laiu.  by  a  narigable  oaKai,  Aa 
Keofiapbteat  eentca  of  Uat  State,  in  leiriloiy  the  li^et. 
ef  tbe  Unieii,  with  ibe  Bartet  towNa  of  Ibe  Diattict 
ofCohimbi*.  En^yiag  hia  ibe  Piiliiiaai  aboee  Ibe 
chief  obalructiona  of  ita  navigelioD,  tbe  SbenaadDab, 
like  thoaa  navigaUe  ilmma  which  deacend  from  the 
norlhweal,  through  [he  liiBasloae  vsllej)  of  MaiyUrid 
and  Pennajlvania,  depends,  for  an  outlet  to  the  ocean, 
on  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  nain 
river  to  a  coniidereble  diitsnce  above  tide  water.  Theee 
branches,  when  the  item  shall  hivo  been  improvsd. 
are  capsbte  of  affording,  with  the  Potomae,  an  inter- 
nal water  commQaicatioH,  oiceeding,  in  extent,  air 
hundred  and  fifty  milei. 

Tbe  value  of  this  navigation  lo  tbe  ample  altd  frnitftl 
territory  washed  by  the  tide,  or  drained  by  rhe  tiibatary 
streams  of  this  noble  river — a  territory  oomprehending 
fonr  eonntiu  of  Penaiylvauia,  seven  of  Maryland,  and 
eighteen  of  Virginia— exceeding,  in  extent  aod  popo- 
latioB.  aoae  of  tbe  largeal  Stales  of  tbe  Union,  sBoahl 
nol  be  disregarded.  It  sinks,  however,  into  M 
tiee  insigaifloaiiES,  when  Ibis  river  ii 
a  necessary  link  of  the  ihortest  ekaln  of  o 
tion  between  tbe  Atlantic  lod  Western  Slalee.  The 
enlightened  poiicj  which  aeeted  the  Faderd  Ooemi- 
inetit  on  the  bauks  ot  tba  Polemec,  indkatae  its  pea^bM- 
adaptation  to  ibis  pnipoMt  and  naliura  baa  facilitated 
its  accompliahmcDi  by  a  rapture  of  the  maay  lancea 
of  lofty  manatiiiDB,  including  Bven  tbe  great  lidge  of 
tbe  Alleghany,  in  (he  direction  which  aueh  a  pctrpeae 
requires.  It  ib  no  longer  questionable  but  that  tbe 
head  waters  of  the  Ohio  may  be  mingled  with  thooe 
of  the  Potomac,  by  a  tunnel  or  subterranean  onal, 
not  exceeding  ino  milea  in  extent ;  and  the  proilnce 
o[  Ibe  soil  and  industry  of  the  Weat,  after  aaceoding 
the  Youghiogany,  End  a  aafe  and  commodtons  cfamn- 
net  1  Aenee  lo  the  valley  of  Bavage  creek,  and  throogh 
it,  the  norlb  brandi,  and  the  main  rleer,  to  tfaeCbeea- 
peake  and  the  .Atlantic. 

The  patriotism  wbich  exulta  in  the  approacbiog 
eonoeiion  of  the  Hudran  with  the  northern  lakes  ;  tn 
the  effi>rtt  of  tbe  Carolinaa  and  Virginia,  to  nnit«,  by 
abort  portages,  the  aaarces  of  ihe  SaBtae  and  Pc^ee 
with  Iboie  of  Ihe  Tennessee  and  of  the  Roanoke  sad 
Jimea  rivers  with  the  Great  Kanawba,  eannot  bat  re- 
gard Ihia  central  river  of  the  Union   with  pecahar 

Notwithstanding  all  its  cieiiM  lo  general  6r«er,  lbs 
Potomae  it,  however,  exposed  to  the  aeeiona  disadvan- 
tage of  being,  thionghont  its  whole  coaraa,  the  com- 
mon boundarj  of  Slates,  whose  enterprise  and  re- 
Bonrcei  ars  attracted  lo  other  objects  of  internal 
improvement,  some  or  all  of  which  are  rivals  of  this  ; 
and  all  iU  markeU,  once  Ibe  propertj  of  those  States, 
are,  by  tbe  cession  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  tbe 
General  Government,  conBded  lo  the  ciclnaive  gusr- 
diansfaip  of  Congress. 

With  an  almoel  boendless  antborily  over  the  Dis- 
trict of  Otdnmbia,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
acf«ired  new,  urgent,  end  daily  increasing  interests 
in  tba  RavigatMni  of  tba  Potoaae. 
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In  lln  rtfid 

of  ikt  aaal  of  llu>  Fadanl  QoierDinciil  froni  bnign 
duC«,  are  iiit«]«eil,  not  only  Uia  prwsmtiDa  af  lii« 
propgrQ  Mtd  liw  of  iM  inhktiMBU.  lh>  MMunM^s- 
IWB  tail  cmfart  of  iu  BWiMToaa  p«blie  fiwetionuiMi 
bsl,  in  no  mmII  dcgMO,  tko  ■MMna)  ciianatsr  and 
banoT.  Hm  mMt4«pJoTaU*  oduti^  of  Iha  lata  wai 
wooM,  dMibllaa^  lw*«  bwn  amtea,  had  the  Capitol 
of  Iha  Uoilad  SMaa  bMO  •BGOmpaaaad  by  the  deaae 
payvlatioa  VL  •  larv*  cilir — by  anch  a  popolatton  a« 
iKQld  unqoauWnaMr  aaeeecd  the  toW— iplalaJ  Imr 
pcDienwt  of  the  nerisatias  of  the  Polonuo.  And 
if  Hidid  neiM  na;  bo  aUaited  to  Ducta  with  eoa- 
sdnitieM  of  aueh  inertiinaUa  codaeqaenee,  it  aaj  ba 
uUtd  that,  with  tha  gtovtlh  of  the  nunbera  and  opft- 
Itacaofagnateoiameioial  amporium,  wonUi  of  neoae- 
■1},  anM  a  cocraapaBdias  ap^renialion  oX  the  Talno 
at  all  UiailifcpoeeNe  pabUc  land*  U  the  city  of  Waah- 
ingtsDi  comiatiog  bIiqoib  than  £*a  theoaaail  vacant 
loMiiod  no*  oaapated  at  naai  two- Bilhona  of  del- 


l(  by  lebrring  to  tba 
nJoa  of  Ilka  comtaoditiea  which  biro  hithaito  do- 
MNidtd  the  Potomac.  Tha  *ary  oiigiD  of  thia  r^wt, 
in  ibe  faaaant  impaifcct  aod  hiiardaie  narigation  of 
tha  liiw,  Miflgeali  an  snaBar  to  thia  otjaclioB.  It 
may  be  eacrobented  by  another  (  the  talk  of  a  aia^ 
torapike,  is  laogth  bnl  llilrly-foiir  Milee,  leadinf  to 
ttw  tsiTB  ot  Aleiaadria,  hare  aieaodod  in  obo  yaei 
Ivtniy-fiTa  thoiwend  dalian,  or  *er;  oan  a  fboith  of 
tba  iBBiial  isWreat  of  «  aiun  anfficient  to  oomplola  the 
oaniitioD  of  the  Potomac,  from  tto  tid»-watac  to  tha 
ComberlaDd  road.  Tbi*  great  and  coatJy  wori(,itMlf, 
•D  banerable  to  the  wiadan  and  baaaflcaDca  of  the 
UaitKl  StatOB,  awaita  thia  imfeeweaeat  to  yield 
tlial  it  baa  pniBiaed  to  the  Ubiob. 

If  the  feietiva  aipanae  of  trnHapcrtalieD,  by  laod 
ud  by  water,  ba  properly  eati mated,  the  completion 
•f  a  canal,  frocn  the  tule  to  UombertaBd,  wonid  beTe 
tbt  tCKt  of  epproilinatiog  the  Beat  of  GoTernmBTit  to 
within  a  ttm  uilea  of  the  Alhgeny;  while  the  eiteu' 
Boi  of  thia  cani,  at  aome  fntnre  perfaJ,  would  occa- 
nan  that  forrnktaMe  barrier  to  diaappear,  in  the  inter- 
leoneefihaGMtwnandWtMernetalee.  Itlihyaaeh 
anoak  that  joor  coDBittee  propoaa  Id  •■pply  the 
place  of  the  praaanl  deklita  b— igatian  of  ih*  Faut. 
nuc  Aa  tbia  dts  afivda  tha  ahortort  water  lino  of 
auBvnuaatwn  betwoen  Ibo  tide  of  tha  aaa  aa^ 
n  baa*  ef  the  ADaguy,  ae  i»  ite  cnRent  tho 
^'  that  af  the  atfa«(  t 
■  iBtUachaiBofiB 
»  of  dril  aagiiMieriBi 
teen  kMf  m4  aana&Uy  applied  to  i>lB«d  na 
Um.  yo«r  mmmlOM*  are  aaaurad  Oial  the  wm  of  the 
aataial  beda  of  wide  and  npid  rieere  baa  beea  aapar- 
wdcd  by  a  laeiBl  to  narigable  canale,  ealendlng  ataag 
tbHi  ttaigin.  Bad  M  by  their  corranta  nntH  latt  t^ 
the  tide.  Witheal  a  racooraa  xa  thia  aipedieiM  '" 
uMUof  the  PtHomae  bj  a  loaded  boat  MiMMit  be 
cam^  it  ie  belierad,  at  en  eipann  laaa  thanthatwhieh 
atuodi  the  tnaapeftelieB  of  c^al  bBtdaaa  o*ei 
diilaaeea,  along  Iha  erdioaiy  raada  of  tha  adjaaeU 
eoantry.  The  coaaeqaenca  iBOat  be,  that  eioiy  down* 
ward  eiifo  ie  cheryaable  with  doable  freight,  exdOKte 
■f  iniaaaBae  againat  tha  rapeaied  heiard  ta  the  beat, 
»Bd  thelWea  »f  Ihcaa  whogwd*  it,  of  tolel  JaatnMtJen. 


Hn  a  navigation  eo  inpeded  and  lo  dangaroin,  aU 
balky  oommoditiee  era,  of  necaeaity,  exdnded,  aad  yet 
it  i*  from  tho  tiinipntatLon  of  luch  arUde*  that  the 
chief  part  of  the  reTonoe  of  any  canal  ie  derived.  In 
the  taUe  of  lolti,  aUDexed  to  thia  report,  it  it  iw*'**t  ' 
that  the  entiie  eatimaia  d[  the  commoditica  whidi 
aacaad  the  PoUunac,  although  they  conprbe  a  grantor 
ia  lees  bulk,  beara  bnt  a  very  email  prDpwtion 
I  amonnl  of  tboee  which  dewend  the  river ;  while 
mait  be  regarded  aa  of  very  ioconaiderable  vdlue, 
when  compared  with  tha  siuneToaa  and  diierKfied 
production*  of  tile  eatenaive  and  fertile  country  which 
abould  find  ita  merket  on  the  baoha  of  thia  rivur. 

•  it  b«  awing  to  any  other  CBDie  than  tba  defee- 
live  nangaliom  of  the  Patomac,  that  the  bvildinga  of 
Waabington  are  ocBentad  with  tho  liine  of  Rhode  te> 
hind,  and  wemed  in  winter  with  the  raineral  coal 
of  Jamei  river  1  Tlu  lut  i*  dag  and  raiaed,  at  much 
■xM,  Iraneported  twelve  mil«  over  land  to  the  port  of 
ihipmeat,  and  tbencB  conveyed  by  &  eircnitona  na«l- 
gatwtn  of  five  hundred  more  to  the  Diatrict  ofColaBi- 
Tha  fbiBier  i*  caldned  by  fael  of  a  tbIbo,  en* 
Bd  by  ila  aeardty,  aad  iU  vioinilf  to  a  atafhM,  in 
which  it  ie  applied  to  vbibh*  uaca,  aad  it  ie  eftarwardi 


perior  haxaid  of  the  aea,  oBgneMed  not  a  Kltle  by  die 
potoliar  chataetn-  of  tha  oomaiadtly  itad£  What 
peohl  be  the  toUe  upon  Iha  tiHiiportalioB  of  thee* 
naoeaaary  aad  balky  «cB*«oAlica,  beda  of  which,  tn* 
ezhaiut^e  in  qnantily,  aad  exoelteni  in  qoelity,  bn 
fouad  in  the  eicdaity  of  each  oAer,  naar  the  enrihee 
of  the  earth,  and  on  the  very  wargin  of  the  Potomao, 
if  a  navigable  canal  connected  Canberlttid  with 
Waahiogton ;  and  how  rapidly  wonM  the  demand  fbr 
iheu  iocreeee  with  Iha  progiea*  of  the  popnlation  Hid 
wealth  ef  tha  mariula  of  the  Chewpeaka  I  Tba  cot>- 
aumplioa  of  aalt,  by  which  the  Eut  would  pay,  la 
part,  (or  theea  Valiuble  nNnerala  ef  tha  Weat;  in  the 
eitestiva  giaiing  conntcy  at  the  AHegfaaay  and  ita 
paialld  ridgea,  wobU  giro  incteaaed  actieity  and  pra> 
fit  to  thia  iutercootee.  Ia  iIm  channel  of  comoinalca- 
tion  between  the  wofka  of  Onondaga  awl  the  walera 
of  the  Ohio.  Ihie  heavy  cemBieditj  ia  now  eobjeeted 
to  a  meal  circuitaoji  water  conveyance,  by  vaeeela  oiF 
difieitni  etpocitiea  and  draughte,  and  that  Inntyoflar 
tion  itaalf  ia  interrupted  by  aeveul  porti^e*. 

Iron  evorywhofB  abanndi,  and  copper  baa  already 
been  fannd  in  lb*  iHaiuitMBa  dtained  by  the  Potomae. 
Tbiar  valteja  yiaU  lozniiant  oopa  of  heay  end  flax, 
and  the  foreete  of  oak  and  pina  which  eiinib  Ifaeir 
auumit^  are  deelined,  it  it  to  be  hoped,  to  eiipply  fii> 
tue  naviee  with  th*  neaM  of  raieiog  the  btocka^  of 


It  waa  by  thia  chaanal  of  ii 
it  DOW  k,  ihst,  dnriag  the  late  war,  Loniauna  eup- 
plied  tha  Atlantic  Slelea  with  augar  \  Tenneeeea  with 
cotton;  and  Kentnchy  with  aeltpetre^  that  neeaaatly 
RHtadal  of  daAnca.  Were  Ihia  eoBBHraicatien  aa 
peifect  t*  it  oan  ba  nndovd,  an  enemy,  who  >■«• 
oecded  in  deaing  the  month  of  the  MieeiaBii^^  in 
order  to  paralyen  tha  indiutij  of  the  Wea^  would 
tiave,  aUo,  Id  win  from  tha  fleeta  of  the  Unioa,  Iha 
poiiiwiaaoftha  Oheetyeake.  Tbronfh  thia  channel, 
u)  ceae  of  war  with  b  fnrudable  naval  Pewer,  the 
Weet  would  net  only  aapply  the  Beat  with  tho  valn- 
•fale  predoet*  ef  the  MiaeiHupi,  bnt  make  ita  latara 
in  tha  wioea  of  Ajrica  end  the  VHioaa  tnaanfbetiine 
of  Enrope  and  Ada,  in  tha  eloA*  of  BleobenviUe and 
the  eullet;  vaA  glaiB  of  PittAng.     Should  aaeh  a 


Digitized  byGo'OgIC 


HISTORY  OF  CONaRBSS. 


H.  ofR. 


Navigation  <if  the  Pslcnac. 


Mat,  1SS2. 


war  be  ■■  eitcoMnly  conductaJ  on  land  ■■  on  Ihe 
ocean,  the  coet  of  tba  coDtempIatcd  canal  would  be 
■aveJ  bj  Ihe  Unlteil  Statea  In  a  aiagle  campaign. 

YaoT  Mmmiltce  are  aware  that  otber  channeli  of 
commnnieation  acruu  the  Allfgbsn;  ma;  be  greatly 
Improied,  and  rindered  Iributar;  to  the  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  Slatea,  bolb  in  peace  and  nar;  in 
the  latter,  by  tbe  additianal  aecDrity  which  they  would 
afiurd  to  Ihe  commerce  of  Iho  interior,  and  ly  tbe 
vigor  whi<di  they  woatd  impart  to  all  tbe  operationi 
of  tba  Federal  GoverameDt  for  tbe  cammon  deftnce. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  will  readily  be  coneedrd,  not- 
withelanding  tbe  prefereQce  which  may  bo  given,  by 
local  inlereata,  to  other  objeclj  of  inlcrnal  improTe- 
tnent,  that  whatever  faeilitiea  tbe  comneKial,  aodal, 
and  polilickl  connezion  between  the  remote  extremea, 
■nd  the  Seat  of  the  GcDaral  Government  of  ao  vaat 
a  R^nblic  aa  Ihe  United  Btalea,  nuat  have  the  aame 
propitioua  influence,  aa  would  reanlt,  were  it  other- 
wiaa  practicable,  from  contracting  the  eilent  of  ita 
territory,  without  redndng  the  number,  impairing 
tbe  wealth,  or  abridging  the  comfait  and  happineaa  c^ 
ita  people.  To  all  Ihe  frienda  of  liberty  in  America, 
who  r«v*nl  tbe  State  govemmenta  a*  eaaential  parta 
of  the  r^ublioan  ayitem,  erected  on  a  ecala  ao  broad 
•a  to  create  alarm  for  ita  duration,  or  who,  with  no 
leaa  truth,  regard  the  Union  of  tboee  Sttte*  aa  Ihe 
bond  ahka  of  ihair  freedom  and  independence,  eterjf 
nuamtre  which  haa  the  efi«:t  of  diminiabing  the  eitent 
of  the  one,  while  it  nultipliee  and  atrenglhena  tba  tiea 
of  the  olber,  must  btf'viewed  with  earneat  aolicitude. 

It  another  inquiry  remaina — Haa  Congreaa  the  power 


toina 


■■1 


e  the  benafiu  acoru- 
iflg  to  even  DatioD  from  inland  navigation,  ao  urgently 
have  tha  United  States  been  invoked,  by  tba  character 
Ud  ganina  of  their  inatttutiona,  to  difluae  their  advan- 
lagea  over  a  territory,  which  natuitf  hai  eminently 
Atted  to  receive  them,  that  a  former  Congreaa  aiDc- 
tioned  by  their  voice,  a  ayatem  of  internal  improve- 
ment coeitenaive  with  the  wania  of  tbe  nation. 

Tour  committee  are  not  nnmindral  of  the  impedi- 
inenl  which  arreated  iba  progren  of  that  ayitem,  and 
eonid  not  aspect  aucceai  in  their  preaent  effort,  in  be- 
half of  one  of  ila  objecta.  If  the  propo^ou  which 
they  are  about  to  anbmit  to  the  Houae  of  Representa- 
tive* were  lialde  In  iimilai  otqectiona.  Tbe  commit- 
tee have  atndioDaly  aought  to  guard  againat  llieir 
applicatioD,  and  confidently  hope  that  they  will  be 
found  to  have  anceeeded. 

Two  propoeala  have  already  bean  oflerad  to  tha 
Hoaae,  in  the  couraa  of  ttie  preaent  aaaaion  of  Ooo- 
giaaa,  by  the  Committee  on  Koadi  and  Cenda,  in  re- 
lation to  the  Potomac.  Neither  of  them  intarfoiea 
wilk  Ihe  plan  for  Ihe  improvement  of  the  navigation 
<tf  that  river,  which  this  committee  have  premmed  to 
reoommend.  One  of  them,  embraced  by  a  Haotalion 
lor  the  appointment  of  coouniaaionara  to  aarvey  tha 
route  and  estimate  Iha  azpente  of  a  navigable  canal, 
•tcma  to  your  committee  to  be,  in  •  great  degree,  aa- 
peraeded  by  the  annexed  report  of  Ihe  Principal  En- 
gineer of  Virgiaia,  to  the  Boanl  of  Public  Works  of 
lllat  State;  and  aa  an  incorporated  company  already 
exists,  with  ample  authority  to  make  the  contemplated 
improvement,  there  does  not  lemaia  any  apparent  ne- 
cessity of  waiting,  for  tbe  proaecution  of  Ihia  work, 
until  a  more  cimuiTe  ayatem  of  internal  improvement 
be  deviaed  by  Congress. 

Tbe  committee  simply  recommend  the  combination 


of  Ihe  proeeeda  of  aalea  of  the  puUie  properly  in  the 
city  of  WasbiugtOD,  which,  seeording  to  the  original 
plan  of  Ihe  city,  was  dewgned  to  be  sold,  wilk  lact 
snmi  of  moBsy  as  the  Legiataturea  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia  and  tba  dlizena  of  ihoss  and  of  the  adjacent 
Stalea  may  voluntarily  subaoribe,  for  the  porpoae  of 
extending  a  navigible  canal  fmm  tbe  foot  t^  the  l^ula 
Falla  o!  Ihe  Potomac,  to  tha  commencement  of  the 
Cumberland  road.  They  propose  lo  annei  to  this 
public  and  privele  aubacriptisn,  tbe  condition,  tiiat  the 
Potomac  company  shBlI  previooaly  asaflDt,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Legialatnrea  of  Maryland  and  Vii^ 
giniB,  to  ancb  alteraliona  of  their  preaent  charter,  aa 
will  admit  ihe  United  Slates,  thoss  Btalea,  tbemadvea, 
already  interested  in  Ihe  Bt«ck  of  tbe  company,  and 
the  new  lubadibera,  to  partidpate,  on  fair  and  equi- 
table principlaa,  in  their  In tnre  revenue.  I'heae  alter- 
atioos  would,  among  other  obvious  edacts,  provide  far 
the  payment  of  ths  dabu  of  tba  campany,  and  for  tbe 
reduciion  of  ib»  nominal,  by  aome  liberal  raleeenM  te 
tlie  actual  value  of  their  preeent  stock. 

In  order  lo  obviate  Ihe  neceasity  of  selling  Ihe  pub- 
lic loU  in  tha  City  of  Washington,  before  the  contam- 
plsled  improvement  of  the  Davigation  and  comaterce 
of  the  Dutrjct  of  Colombia  afaall  have  eaosod  the  sa- 
licipaled  appreciation  of  their  value,  aa  wall  aa  to 
complete  tha  canal  in  (be  aborleat  poaaibia  lima,  wilb> 
out  drawing  immadiaialy  for  lai^*  sBma  apon  Ihe 
poblie  Treaanry,  IheBlaleaof  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
and  the  individual  aubachbers  of  naw  alack,  yoar 
oommiltee  propose,  that  the  United  Stataa  lUl  bar- 
row, on  tba  public  bilh,  and  a  apactfic  pMga  of  all 
the  pnldie  Iota  reserved  for  sale,  a  earn,  rsecivafale  in 
aami-annual  inatalmsnta,  sufficient  to  eompleu  iba 
entire  work  in  three  yeaia,  Iron  the  data  of  the  firat 
inatalnienl. 

Kelerring  to  the  annezad  report  of  tba  Chief  Engi- 
neer of  Virginia,  and  compuiing  th*  total  cost  of  iht 
GODtemplated  ranal  at  two  milliona  and  a  balf  of  dol- 
lari,  your  committee  recommend  that  an  snMMiDt  ol 
stock,  in  the  capital  oS  tha  company,  not  aicaedini 
hsir  a  million,  be  reaerved  to  pay  the  debia  of  tba 
Potomac  Company,  and  lo  reimburaa  tba  prraaal 
alockholdera,  including  tha  Stataa  of  Hai-ylaod  aoii 
Virginia;  and  thai  the  above  loan  be  limited  la  twc 
milliona  of  dollara,  and  applied  to  defray  the  eipeiMi 
of  the  addilional  works  required  lo  oompleta  tbacaaal 

Tour  commitlea  have  raaaon  la  believe  that  twi 
milliona  of  United  Btataa  alock,  beating  an  intaaeat  a 
four  per  cent,  payable  aemi.annoBHy,and  IrrvdeemUr 
far  twantf-eigfat  ye«s,  could  be  aold,  in  Europe  o 
America,  at  par.  To  provide  fiw  tbe  paymant  of  th 
intateat,  and  tbe  final  reiirinir*ewant  «f  tba  principa 
of  IhM  debt,  it  le  prapoaed,  that  tbe  Unilad  6lalaa  ahaV 
aabacribaonemilliMiof  doUars  tolbealoekof  tba  Polo 
mac  Comfany ,  on  iba  conditions  already  anggaatad ;  Ibi 
.Btataa  of  Maryland  and  Virginia^  bondred  thouam 
dollara,  and  individnala  Ihe  ramaining  foar  bundm 
Iboaaandj  that,  on  Ihe  atock  thua  aubambn),  ther 
ahsll  be  charged  an  aniutity  (or  twenty-eightyaarB,B 
ail  per  oenl.  per  annom,  payable  aami-asniially  ;  ba 
par  cent,  of  which  ufaatl  bo  applicable  lo  tba  paymen 
of  tbe  inleroat  on  tbe  two  million  loan,  and  two  pe 
cent,  to  Ihe  creation  of  a  ainkiag  fiind,  to  be  iaweled 
from  time  to  time,  aa  received,  in  prodactive  atock,  ii 
order  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  tba  priitdpai  o 
the  loan,  at  the  expiration  of  twenty-eight  ycara. 

Such  is  the  schema  wbich  thaeommittaepresaineu 
ncoDunend   for  extriealwf  tba   Potomac  Campwa] 
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bom  their  preaeatemburuimeDU,  lad  ■ccompliihin^ 

■  woj;k  nlljch,  DQauiatcil,  they  ODDOt  effect,  Bltllaagh 
of  ineetiniabl*  impoitanca  to  iba  public 

Conplicaled  ■■  Uiii  leheme  maj,  >t  flnt,  appur,  it 
intoltea,  in  ita  proMcutioD,  ihe  eierciM  of  no  otbel 
powon  on  tba  pact  of  Uongreaa,  than,  lat,  the  power 
of  eelliiig  (he  public  lata  in  Ihe  Oily  of  Waahinglon, 
which  ware  acquiieJ  eiprCMljr  for  laie.  Sd)j,  Thai 
of  borrowing  monej  on  the  public  Taitlii  and  a  apeciGc 
pledge  for  ita  lepayment ;  and.  laatlj,  ihe  application 
of  the  public  treaaare  to  an  objact  of  general  welfare  ; 
or  the  inveatment  of  it  in  theitock  of  to  incorporated 
companj,  expected  to  jield  an  aanuil  income. 

The  eommitlee  will  not  iwell  Ihia  report,  aliesily 
too  far  extended,  by  argument*  lo  demonatrate,  that 
all  theas  power*  are  veited.bytbe  Conatltutioo,  in 
Ihe  Cnngma  of  Ihe  United  Stalea,  either  exprrwl;,  or 
bj  natural  implication  They  involTe  neither  the 
ineorponlion  of  a  pri*ata  company,  nor  Ihe  condem- 
nation of  the  landa  ofiniliiridaflla,  within  the  territory 
of  moj  Btaia,  ibr  national  purpoeea.  They  do  not 
eitand  die  jariadiclion  of  the  General  Oovernment 
over  the  peraona  or  properly  of  the  citiiaD,  nor  pur- 
pdae  to  derive  from  the  anent  of  any  one  or  more 
Btslea,  any  power  which  haa  not  been  g:t>nted  to  the 
Federal  Government  by  Ihe  people  of  the  United 
Stalea. 

Yoar  eommitteo  Jurbear  to  anawet  ail  tba  objection* 
which  ihi*,  like  any  other  plan  of  internal  improve- 
ment, may  be  expacled  lo  encounter.  Thej  ate  con- 
tented to  nt  againat  aoch  objection*  lome  of  it*  pacn- 
liar  advantagea  ;  ibat,  connected  with  the  Cumberland 
road,  it  will  complete  a  great  national  object,  calculateil 
to  perpetuate  the  Union,  and  lo  promote  tlie  proapeiily 
and  glory  of  the  United  Slato;  that,  while  il  accom- 
pliabea  ihia  ohject  in  tba  abort  compa**  of  three  yeaia, 
Ita  coat  wilt  be  diatribuled  over  Iho  revenue  of  eig)<> 
and  twenty  ;  that  ihia  coal  will  be  greatly  reduerd  I 
the  credit  which  enable*  Ihe  American  Goiernnient 
negotiate  it*  loam  at  *o  low  a  rate  of  intereat  aa  So 
per  cant.  ;  that,  by  the  completion  of  the  entire  work 
in  ao  abort  a  period,  that  loaa  of  intereat  on  unprodac- 
tive  stock,  whiefa  moat  canal  companiea  have  enconn- 
tefed,  and  which,  in  some  aimilar  enlerpriaBa,  ha* 
aicecded  the  principal  sflheiratock,  wiUbepravanttd  ; 
that  if  the  dividenda  of  Ihe  Potomac  Company  ahall, 
■flar  Ura  completion  of  ibe  canal,  yield  (ii  pw  cent. 
per  annum  to  the  etockboldera,  tbey  will,  from  that 
moment,  have  nothing  further  lo  pay  Ibi  Ihair  ilock ; 
and  after  Ibe  lapee  of  twanty-cighl  year*,  or  poaalblr 

■  aboTlar  period,  they  will  be  found  lo  have  paid  but 
nine  per  canL  of  its  par  value,  for  a  property  which, 
in  all  bnman  probability,  will  baie  idore  than  doubled 
that  value.    One  of  the  moal  prominent  and  beat 
tntea,  perbapa,  of  thia  plan,  for  accompliahing  an 
Jcct   of  general  welfare,  i*,  that   it  combine*  in 
eiecation  private  with  public  wealth,  aud  thai  cBecta 
auch  a  co-oporation  of  individual  intereat  with  public 
good,  aa  will  inaura,  in  Ibe  original  conati 
well  aa  the  anbaequent  repair*  of  the  canal,     _ 
economy,  and   Sdeliiy,  in   all   tbe  diiburaementa  of 
money,  qualitie*  io  often  required  in  vein,  in 
pandilure  ofpublle  money,  on  public  account. 

Sbonkl  Ihe  loan,  on  which  tbli  plan  avenlually  de- 
pend*, be  nagotialed  abroad,  it  will  be,  beoaoaa  it 
teavsa  for  more  profitable  application,  in  America,  Ihe 
sum  which  it  ia  deaigned  to  withdraw  from  other 
channaU  of  wealth  and  enterprue.  If  it  ehirge  a  debt 
upon  poateriiy,  it  muit  be  again  repMted,  that  " 


to  complete  a  work,  aa  durable  aa  that  Union  to  which 
tba  people  of  America  mn*l look,  now  and  hereafker,  for 
'''e  aecority  of  all  their  political  and  aocial  happineaa. 
our  committee  aubmil  the  tallowiag  reaolution : 
Rttolvttl,  Thai  thv  Committee  on  the  Diatrict  of 
Uolumbia  be  inatrooled  lo  report  a  bill  in  conformity 
with  the  prinBiplc*  contain.ed  in  the  preceding  report. 

PUBLIC  ARMORIES,  &.<:. 

The  lesolulioD  laid  upon  the  table  yesterdar  hj 

Mr.  Floyd,  calling  for  informaiioQ  from  Ihe  Fre^' 

ident  of  the  United  Stales  respecting  the  condition 

at  (he  public  aimories,  Bnenala,  their  coal,  &c., 

as  taken  up. 

Mr.  FLOTkobMrved  that  this  was  an  important 
subject,  with  the  nature  and  extent  of  which, 
neither  himself,  nor,  be  believed,  he  might  add, 
the  House,  was  well  acquainted.  From  the  year 
1816  about  $200,000  had  been  annually  appropri- 
ated for  our  armotiei ;  but  how  it  was  applied,  or 
whether  and  bow  far  the  militia  had  been  armed 
in  consequence  of  it  he  wai  not  prepared  to  say, 
and  wished  to  be  informed.  The  larseit  armyon 
eaitb,  be  observed,  of  met),  women,  cnildren,  and 
satlen,  might  have  been  armed  from  the  appro- 
priationa  Ibat  had  been  made  for  ihia  objecL 

Mr.  SiitTB,  of  Maryland,  made  some  ezplaaa- 
tion  of  the  anbject,  in  which  he  expressed  his  en- 
tire conriciion  that  the  armories  of  the  United 
Slates  had  been  managed  with  fidelity,  ability, 
and  economy.  Yet,  for  the  satisfaction  of  gen- 
llemea,  he  bad  no  objection  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Floyd  observed,  in  reply,  that  be  had  no 
objeclion  to  the  arms.  They  were  (be  best,  in 
point  of  skill,  and  streogthj  and  workmanship,  he 
ever  saw  ;  but  be  thou^bt  it  expedient  and  neces- 
sary to  obtain  further  information  on  this  impor- 
tant subject. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TocKBn,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  moved  that 


opposed  by  Mr.  Tatlob,  btit  was  carried — yens 
eS,  nays  33. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shitb,  of  Maryland,  a  res- 
olution was  passed,  inslruoting  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  pay  an  assistant,  (Mr.  Fletcher,)  en^ 
ployed  in  his  office,  and  to  continue  his  services. 

Mr.  Nelbok,  of  Virginia,  submitted  resolutions 
for  making  certain  allowances  to  the  messengers 
of  Ibis  House,  for  eslra  services,  and  also  lo  the 
youths  employed  in  the  service  of  the  House,  on 
the  floor  of  the  House ;  which,  after  some  conver- 
sation, and  amendment,  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Reed,  of  Mainland,  called  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  resoluiions  submitted  by  htm  some 
days  ago,  calliiiK  on  the  Secretaries  of  the  Depart- 
ments, and  (be  Postmaster  Oeneral,  for  an  account 
of  the  situation  of  their  respective  offices,  &c., 
to  be  repor[ed  at  the  next  session  of  OoDgress ;  but 
the  House  refused  tu  consider  the  same, 

Mr.  TocKBR,  of  Virginia,  called  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolutions  heretofore  submitted  by 
him:  1st,  for  an  increase  of  the  number  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Military  Bxpendiiucca;  and  2d, 
to  direct  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  inquire  into 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1881 


Mat,  ISaS 


GeneraJ,  hut  the  House  refused  lo  coo- 

JoBNsott  called  for  the  conaideratitw  of 
liuas  some  time  ago  submitted  by  him ; 
Hduk  agreed  lo  consider  the  same — 


D  was  lead  in  the  folloi 


f,  That  the  practice  nbich  hia  obtained  in 
office!  in  Ibiieily,  (of  not  attending  to  baii- 
Dine  or  ten  o'clock  in  the  moming,  and 
I  officM  at  tbtM  o'clock,  in  the  oTenins,)  ii 
tut  lo  thoM  nbo  have  Laaineaa  to  traaaact 
I  sot  BOeh  rMTCDable  attenlioH  te  tbt  pablic 
■hould  be  si^BO,  nor  luch  itttntioD  aa  the 
owed  bj  law  are  entiUad  to  eammaad,  and 
jd  practice  ought  to  be  aboliahail. 
escion  on  this  retolutioo  was  taken  with- 
;,  and  decided  io  the  kffirpistive  by  a 
of  30  or  30  vaie«. 
:ond  resolution  was  read  in  the  followiag 

t  That  th*  Praaidant  of  Um  Unitad  Btate* 
ti  to  caaaa  tha  nupactive  SacretarJaa  of 
the  Trcamrj.  of  Wai,  and  of  the  Naij, 
-atmaater  Geaeial,  to  report  to  thia  Hooae, 
snd  day  of  the  aeil  Maaion  of  Concrras, 
•t  of  asiive  and  well  qualified  Cleika,  and 
ita,  that  will  be  ■coeaaaij  to  paifcnn  the 
their  reapaclive  office*  and  dapartmenta, 
ig  a  teaaonabi;  conatant,  and  diligent  atten- 

solution  was  agreed  to  by  about  the  same 

as  the  firiL 

ird  and  fonrtli  resolutions  were  modified 

iver  «o  as  to  read  aa  follows : 

f,  That  the  number  qf  officen  and  leaaaen 

fj  of  the  Unitad  Stale*  ooghl  to  be  limited 

I,  That  ihe  Preaident  of  tha  United  State*  i 
ed  to  cauio  lo  ba  kid  before  thia  Honia,  on  ' 
da;  of  tbe  neit  ■BaaiOD  of  CoDgreaa,  a  plan  ; 
9  Eatablithment  of  the  Navy  of  tbe  United  ', 
I  a!*o  of  the  Marin*  Corpa. 
[csolTes  were  also  agreed  lo  by  about  the 

AVLOB  lubmitted  the  following  order, 
I*  adopted : 

'.,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoa>*  caiua  to  ba 
■nd  printed,  for  tbe  oae  of  tha  nwmban,  ■ 
taMoeaa  remaining  undo  Irrmiiied,  wbkdi,  by 
ig  mle,  ia  lo  be  ivenmed  and  acUd  Hpon  at 
eauan  of  CoDgees,  deugnating  biila,  repotli^ 
itiina.  cooimitied,  from  thai*  laid  upon  the 

lUiBSBt)  called  for  the  considecation  of 
a  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  selection 
ible  site  for  a  National  Armory  on  the 
waters ;  but  the  House  refused  to  con- 
tame. 

•MT  called  for  the  coDsideratioa  of  a  bill 
Smate  authorizing  the  CorpMation  of 
}(  Washington,  to  drain  the  low  ground* 
inky  of  the  Capitol,  and  to  oinamcBt 
ity  i  and  tke  House  agroed  to  tak<  it  sp— 


and  the  question  being  pot  on  ita  third  readinf 
thereupon  arose  a  debate  of  an  hour's  lenfiht 

The  bill  was  supported  with  considerable  an 
maiion  by  Messrs.  Tatlob,  Neale,  Woodcoci 
Kent,  WnirPLE,  Stbwart,  and  Little,  and  o| 
posed  by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  and  Mil 

Mr,  Mallabv  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  siril 
JDg  out  the  four  last  sections,  which  proTide  ft 
determining  in  chancery  tbe  equity  of  tbe  claiii 
or  pretended  claim,  of  any  of  the  original  pri 

Erielors  to  the  lots  proposed  to  be  laid  out,  ana  i 
eu  thereof  requiring  a  relinquishment,  prior  i 
the  execution  of  the  work,  of  all  claims  lo  lb 
lots  on  the  part  of  the  original  proprietors. 

The  debate  was  en«^.  and  this  propose 
amendment  put  aside,  by  ine  previous  ouestioi 
I  moved  by  Mr.  Cook,  (wuo  was  favorable  u  tl 
billj)  and  sustained  by  the  House. 

'The  main  question  on  orderiitg  the  bill  to 
third  reading,  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  tl 
affirmative  by  a  considerable  majority. 

A  hill  from  the  Soiate  for  the  collectioD  ofdt 
lies  on  imparts  and  tonnage  in  the  Territory  i 
Florida,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  a  thii 
time ;  but,  before  the  question  was  taken,  it  wi 
suggested  by  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  that  the) 
was  not  a  quorum  present  in  ihe  House. 

After  a  short  time,  Mr.  White  moved  for 
call  of  the  House,  but  the  call  was  negatived;  ani 
a  quorum  appearing,  tbe  bill  was  passed. 

A  bill  10  relieve  the  jwople  of  the  Teniloty  c 
Florida  from  the  operation  of  certain  ordbaace 
,  was  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 
I  A  bill  to  authorize  tbe  Corporation  of  the  Cii 
;  of  Washington  to  drain  the  low  grounds  in  tl 
'  vicinity  of  the  Capitol,  and  to  ornament  ceitai 
I  parts  of  ihe  said  city,  &c.,  was  read  a  Ibird  lim 
I  and,  on  the  qaesuon  of  its  passage, 
'■  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Maryland,  mored  to  recomm 
1  Ihe  hill,  with  ii  -       *  ... 


Ihe  assent  itf  the  original  proprieiois,  or  the 
legal  represca  la  tires,  ana  all  personsclaiminga; 
der  them. 
Afl«r  a  few  remarks,  by  Mr.  Hardin  and  M 

Tbe  motion  to  recommit  was  lost,  and  the  bi 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BoTLEB,  from  theMlecteommitlee,  towho 
was  referred  tha  resolution  in  relation  to  the  R 
Rap  contract,  made  a  report  thereon,  con cludic 
with  the  following  resolve  : 

Btaolvid,  That  fuitberippropriationa  to  be  axpcu 
ed  nnder  tbe  contract  mad*  bj  the  Engineer  dfpii 
ment  with  Elijah  Mix,  ought  not  to  be  made. 

The  report,  with  the  documents,  was  ordraed 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and  printed. 

The  following  bills  passed  through  a  Commi 
tee  of  Ihe  Whole,  viz  :  A  bUl  for  the  relief  of  Mi 
thew  McNaif ;  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samo 
Walker. 

The  Houae  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  tl 
Whole,  on  a  bill  frtmi  the  Senale  to  try  the  ralii 
ity  of  tiM  title  of  the  Marqui*  de  Maison  Bonci 
a  billlbrthareliefof  JoaiakHoook,  jr.;  andaoi 
for  the  relief  of  Jobs  Hotnta. 
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Some  4iseassioa  easned  upon  tke  flnt-nMntioMd 
but,  io  wfaich  Mr.  Cocke  mored  to  strike  oat  tbe 
euietin^  elaose,  on  iho  grauDd  tbat  the  Hoose 
mi  thin  and  the  claim  importniit,  and  or  sach  a 
dneriptioD  ss  ourhl  not  to  be  hurried  IhrDDsh  at 
ibis  late  period  ofthe  session.  After  some  discus- 
sion, in  which  Messrs.  Rankin,  Cockb,  J.  S. 
JoHNaroK,  and  Sergea?(t,  took  part,  the  motion 
iras  withdran'n ;  and  the  Commitlee  rose  and  re- 
potted the  billj  to  the  House. 

The  lepatl  of  the  ConuuiUee  of  the  Whole  in 
tltecan  tu  John  Holmas  was  cotMoned  in  ;  and 
that  for  the  relief  of  Joaiah  Hook,  jr.,  on  mMioa 
of  Mr.  Rich,  was  ordered  to*be  laid  on  the  tabh. 
A  further  discussion  ensued  upon  the  paua^e  of 
tlie  bill  to  aatborize  a  mode  of  trying  the  validity 
of  the  title  of  the  Marquis  de  Mbuod  Rouge.  The 
bill  was  apposed  br  Mi.  HAsniK,  and  supported  hy 
Mi.  F.  Jones;  waen  Mi.  Cocee  raovej  that  the 
bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to— 
ares  50,  noes  39. 

The  foUo wine  bills  were  read  a  third  time,  aod 
passed:  A  bill  Tor  the  relief  of  John  Holmes;  a 
Ulfor theidief of 6ama«l Walker;  abiUfortlte 
relief  of  Matthew  MeNair. 

The  foUoiriti^  bills  posed  through  a  Committee 
i!  the  Whole,  tiz  :  A  bill  gtiatiBs  a  right  of  pre- 
d  wnikmDaake;a 


o  Noble  Osborae  and  V 


bUrfor  the  relief  of  the  PieiideDt  mqd  Ditectoei  of 
the  Phnien'  Bmk  of  New  OrlcMn ;  and  a  bUl 
auihoriziDg  the  paymeiit  of  a  lum  of  monsf  to 
John  Qooaiing  and  James  Williams,  wbioh  were 
ordered  to  be  e»gTO«sed  for  a  third  leading. 

The  followioK  bills  passed  through  a  Commit- 
ME  of  the  Whole,  riz :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Babbitt ;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H. 
Clarke;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  H.  WaUey 
and  Henry  D.  Foster:  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Andrew  Mitchell ;  all  whiah  were  reported  to  the 

The  biU  foi  tberdief  of  Samuel  H.  Walleywid 
Hevr  D.  PoaUt,  w«a  otdawl  to  be  lud  on  the 
table ;  tioA  thai  tot  the  vtUef  of  James  U.  Clarke 
was  coiKDRed  in,  and  ordered  tor  a  third  roaduig. 
The  qiMMkm  of  ecDcnrrence  In  the  caie  of  An- 
diew  UitcMl  bniig  ludereiMMidemioa,  Mr.Mo- 
SKBaar  moted  that  the  House  agun  fointo  Com- 
mittee of  tbt  Whole  thereon,  for  the  purpose  of 
gnating  aimilar  i^ief  to  Natbaniel  White.  Tbs 
motion  prevailed,  lAd,  in  Comtniuee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  McShbbbt  proposed  the  said  ameodtaent, 
bat  it  was  negatived ;  and  the  Committee  ime, 
and  again  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
original  petitioners  only.  On  the  quesiioa  of  or- 
dering the  said  bill  to  a  third  reading,  some  debate 
ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  McCoy,  Seboeant, 
W11.LIAMB  of  North  Caioliaa,  and  A.  Smith,  took 
part ;  but,  before  any  decision  thereon,  the  House, 
on  motioa  of  M.  Woodcock,  ordered  a  recess  un- 
til 6  o'clock. 


Mr.  Rbba  gave  notice  tbnt  at  10  o'eloek  to- 
morrow ha  wonld  more  for  a  oall  of  the  House. 
Tbe  qnestioB  before  the  Honx  at  the  titne  of 
17th  Com.  1st  Sess 60 


the  receas  wna  unon  laying  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Andrew  UitcbcU  on  the  table. 

A  quorum  having  appeared,  the  motioin  to  in^ 
it  on  the  table  was  pnt,  aitd  negatived.  And  the 
qaestion  then  recurred  opon  ordering  tbe  said  bill 
to  be  eovrosaed  tar  a  third  reading;  wliich  was 
advocated  by  Messnt.  Farbellt,  Woodcock,  Can- 
non, and  S.  Smitb;  and  opposed  byMessn.  Wii.- 
LIAH8  of  North  Carolina,  Whioht,  Mali^aby, 
McCoy,  Cocee,  Rhea,  and  Hill,  who  moved 
that  the  bill  be  kid  mi  the  tablet  which  was  car- 
ried— ayes  61,  noea  40. 

A  bill  Siom  the  Saiate  for  the  rdief  of  Jamea 
H,  Clarke  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  ammdments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  ant  to  mend  the  tevcfsl  acts 
relative  to  tbe  Treasury,  War,  and  Narv  Depart- 
ments," were  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Hotne. 

A  bill  to  establish  eataidi  post  roads,  and  to 
discontinue  olhen,  Maroed  to  this  Hoaw  from 
the  Senate  with  tnndry  ataendnwnia,  beiag  mder 
oMui  deration-.. 

Mr.  F.  JoHNBOir  novad  to  postpone  the  bill  to 
tbe  first  Monday  of  Daoeaiber  nai,  bMitva  the 
other  biU  resweilnff  the  P«t  Office  bariag  bMn 
rejected,  tbe  Post  Office  wmild  have  no  motiey  to 
spare  for  new  post  routes. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Vaxcb, 
Rrea,  Floyb,  Ebwahds  of  North  Carolina,  Robs, 
and  McNeill,  Ac.  ;  and  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  lay  tbe  bill  on  the  table ; 
which  was  negatived. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then  taken 
up,  and,  with  one  eiiieptioD,  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  ptopusetl  by  tbe  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Reuben 
Hickman,  Fielding  Hickman,  and  Joshua  Can- 
non," was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  tbe  House- 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  read 
a  third  time,  ana  Gually  passed,  viz :  A  bill  grant- 
ing the  right  of  pre-emption  to  oertain  lands  to 
Noble  Dabmie  Bnd  William  Doahe ;  a  biU  &ir 
the  relief  of  the  President  and  Dirtfctonof  the 
Ftanten'  Bank  of  New  Oifenns ;  a  bill  anthoriz- 
ii%  the  paymfot  of  a  sum  of  m<»My  to  John  Crofid- 
iog  and  James  Williams.  The  bill  from  tbe  Sen- 
ate for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt  was  read  a  third 
time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Toiumaoti,  laid  on 


H.  Clarke,  was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  inotioti 
of  Mr.  UtLL,  was,  after  some  debate,  ordered  to 
lie  on  tbe  table,  (po^oned  to  neit  session.] 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  "for  ascertaining 
claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territoty  of 
Plorida,"  passed  through  a  Committee  of  (Be 
Whole,  and  was  finally  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  ascertaining  daims 
and  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of  Florida ; 
and  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  and 
establisbins  land  offices  m  the  district  east  of  the 
island  of  New  Orleans,  were  taken  up,  passed 
through  the  necessary  forms,  and  finally  passed. 

The  bill  friHQ  the  Senate  "to  desf|^ie  (he 
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boundarief  of  t.  land  diitrict,  and  for  the  Mtab- 
lishmeot  of  a  land  office  in  the  State  of  Indiana  ;" 
«Dd  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  eatabliih  an  addi- 
tional land  offic«  id  the  State  of  Itlinois,"  pened 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  iattwr 
bill  WB&,  on  motioD  of  Mr.  Hardin,  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table,  but  was  aflerwardi  taken  up,  and 
finally  pesKd. 

Mr.  Ruga  moved  also  to  lay  the  former  on  the 
table,  which  motion  being;  rejected,  the  qnewtion 
was  btated  on  ordering  ihe  bill  (o  a  third  reading ; 
and  debate  arising  thereon,  the  previous  qneaiion 
WBE  required  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  taken,  and  the 


To  Ike  Houte  of  Reprtttntaine*  .- 

In  complitDo  Kith  >  roolnlian  of  tfie  Hoofe  of 
RepreMDtali*<u  of  the  Tlh  of  May,  rtqneiting  tha  Prci- 
idoDt  of  the  United  States  "  to  comaiGnieate  to  that 
HoDM  tb«  letter  of  Jonathan  Knaaeii,  Btq.,  referred 
to  in  hii  Meuage  of  tha  fourth  instant,  together  with 
aach  GommaBicatiana  aa  ha  may  ha*a  raeett^d  nla- 
tiw  tbarato,  from  any  of  tha  other  Minitlen  sf  tha 
Ukited  BtaM  who  aegotiated  the  Truly  of  Ghint," 
I  herewith  traoMiit  a  teport  fion  tb«  Secretary  of 
State,  with  the  docamenli  called  for  by  that  rt»oiution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
.     WtaaiasToa.  May  7,  16S2. 

DlFABraiJIT  or  Btatb, 

WathingUm,  May  7,  ISU. 

The  Secretary  of  Slate  haa  the  honor  of  Irsnimit- 
ting  to  the  PrcaidcDt  of  the  United  Statea  bia  reioarka 
npon  the  paper  depmiteil  at  the  Otpartment  of  CJIate 
on  the  sa<l  of  !■■(  noDlb,  by  Jonathan  Ruawll,  late 
one  of  Ihe  Fleniuotentiariea  of  the  United  Statea  at 
the  DegDlialion  of  Ghent,  to  ba  commonlHted  to  the 
BouM  of  REpreaentatiTes,  a*  Ihe  letter  called  fon  by 
their  reaolutionof  the  19lh  of  that  month;  and  the 
BecTftery  of  State  reipectfully  reqaeat*  that  the  Prea- 
idenl  would  trmaoiit  to  the  Honae  of  RepreaentatiTea 
theto  remark*,  togctbar  with  the  abo*«  mentioned 
asm mnni cation  of  Mr.  Ruaaell,  on  the  rcaiawal  of  the 
call  thercAr  by  the  HaDsa. 

JOHN  QUINOY  ADAH& 

The  Message  and  docnmenu  w«k  OTdei«d  lo 
be  printed. 

WcDMeaiiAT,  May  8. 

The  House  metatsixo^clock,  according  to  order, 
and,  it  appearing  that  a  quorum  was  not  present, 
and  it  being  made  known  tu  the  House  thai  the 
Senate  did  not  meet  unlil  ten  o'clock  to-day.  a  re- 
cess of  this  HouK  waa  ordered  until  ten  o'clock. 

At  ten  o'clock  the  House  re-assembled,  and  con- 
tinued in  session,  with  occasional  recesses,  until 
all  the  business  which  w«h  transacted  yesterday 
was  put  in  form,  and  the  necessary  messages  in- 
teichanged  between  the  President  and  the  two 
Houses. 

la  the  course  of  the  day,  the  following  incidents 
took  place : 

Mr.  SuiTQ,  of  Maryland,  delivered  in  the  fol- 
lowing report  ftora  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means : 

Tha  Coaainittaa  of  Waya  and  Maaas,  lo  which  waa 


refarred  tha  Praaidenl's  Maaaaye  af  ifae  Sd  iaat.  oom- 
mualcaling  ssTaral  laltaie  Crom  Mr.  Batot,  Mr.  Aa- 
IrobuB,  and  Mr.Csnaiag,  in  which  thay  ramonalnlB 
lh«  part  of  the  British  Goiainmeat,  against  the 
duty  Impoatd  on  rollad  bar  iron,  sa  a  liolation  oS 
''  e  coDTontion  made  betwean  tha  United  States  snd 
real  Biitsin, 

Reporl,  That  the  eommillee  regret  that  Ihe  few  days 
msining  of  the  seision  do  not  afford  lima  sufficieat 
lo  give  Ihe  subject  that  caniiJeration  nbieh  its  iai- 
purlsDce  requires.  Tbey  thetefore  decline  lo  exprm 
iny  opinion  on  its  merits,  and  recommend  the  sob- 
jaet  10  tha  early  eonaijeraiion  of  tba  House  at  tha  nnt 

This  report  was  read  and  ordered  to  tie  on  the 
Ubie. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poi)<8gtt,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  use  of 
the  members,  ten  copies  of  the  sixth  volume  of  the 
Lawsof  the  United  States,  published  by  Daris  dc. 
Force  of  this  city. 

The  House  look  np  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  reports  of  the  Coinmittee  of  Claims,  on  the 
cases  of  Stephen  Mack  and  Shnbael  P.  Conant, 
and  of  Henry  B.  BreTourt.  Wha-eupon,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  said  reports  be  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  to-dky. 

The  House  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consido' 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claima,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  representatiTes  of  Zacbariah  Sdwan- 
inaker ;  as  alao,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  on  ifae  petition  of  Peter  Mills. 
Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  that  the  said  reporla 
be  committed  lo  a  Committee  of  tbe  whole  Hooae 
to-day. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cook,  ytatx- 
day,  was  taken  np,  rend,  and  agreed  la  by  the 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mallasy,  (Mr.  TaVLoa  be- 
ing temporarily  in  the  Chair,)  it  was 

Setohtd  unanimmuh/.  That  tha  thanka  of  tbia 
Hooaa  ba  presentad  to  the  hoawable  PaiLir  P.  Bab- 
■OUR,  for  (ha  assidaity,  praispltladi^  and  ability,  with 
which  he  has  ■dBuniaiei«d  lbs  datiaa  of  tha  Chair  da- 
ring Ihe  prrsant  aeaaioo. 

Mr.  Hill  and  Mr.  Lirrui  were  appointed  to 
announce  to  tbe  President  that  theHoose  bad  got 
ihroDgh  their  bosiness,  and  were  teadf  to  adjourti. 

The  Committee  baring  a  little  before  three 
o'clock  stated  lo  the  House,  that  the  President  bad 
informed  them  he  had  no  further  communication 

Mr.  Speaker  Barbodr  rose  and  addressed  ^ 
House  as  follows: 

At  the  commenwment  of  the  prasent  actaioD.  when 
I  wss  unespoctedly  called  by  you  to  the  Chair,  I 
expressed  the  profound  sense  of  gralituda  which  I 
fell  for  that  distinguished  mark  oF  your  confldence  ;  at 
the  close  of  tbe  session,  I  bavo  to  acknowledge  a  new 
and  increased  weight  of  obligatiOB,  arising  from  tha 
resotntion  which  you  hiia  tbia  day  adopted.  I  shoaM 
not,  under  any  cireumataucca,  have  been  vain  entagh.' 
to  suppose  that  I  could  ha*e  passed  through  the  \<Mt 
and  UbotiouB  seiaion,  whidk  i*  josl  ahont  to  be  tanai- 
Dtlad,  without  faltiog  into  some  i 
I  hsss  hoped  for  it,  under  the  o 
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Mt  or  Bj  inezpvibnce  in  rdatian  lo  the  doliei  of  my 
offlca ;  i^  bnwavsr,  I  b>*s  ened,  I  troM  it  hu  bwn  in 
poinli  aotmatarnl;  I  know  it  bu  bacn  unintantiaDo! ; 
«ad  the  ■pprabation  which  p>a  haia  to^*;  eiprMitd 
of  m?  oODdaet  >£irclB  lo  me  *  graCifjiag  proof,  thil, 
whilst  joa  hKva  givan  me  >  ganaroiu  cradit  for  Iha 
puritj  of  m;  motive*,  whilut  joa  hivt.  with  «  kind 
uidulgencB,  oicrlookcd  mj  liBfecti,  you  hkve  ilooe 
maTB  than  jaiiice  lo  m;  Imt  effort*  to  merit  jour  gooJ 
opinioo.  Tbe  recollcclioD  of  ibrKS  tbingi  vill  lung 
be  cberiihml  by  mi  aa  a  Hiurce  of  p!euure ;  i[  will  Bilii 
U  a  WDaa  of  ilut;,  ■  naw  caotire  to  endeaior,  by  enry 
pouible  MeTtioQ,  to  acquit  myiclf  of  the  high  rcapon- 
■ibility  of  my  office,  in  a  maoner  Htisfactory  to  yon. 
At  tbia  cioment  of  approaching  Kpantion,  p«fmil  me 
to  annre  you  of  my  fneadabip  mil  good  faaiingB  to 
yon  ill,  and  to  aipreaa  tha  aineeri  deaire,  that,  npon 
latiting  from  the  tojla  of  legblatioa,  you  may  have  a 
■aft  and  happy  nttxrn  to  iha  bowma  of  your  laapao- 
lin  hmilia.  and  ibat,  wttan  you  haTa  arri*ad  there, 
yoD  may  enjoy  the  hippine**  and  peace  which  oaght 
to  belong  lo  the  domeitic  atate. 

The  Speaker  thea  adjouraed  the  House  until 
tikefnt  Monday  in  December  ncx^lhe  day  fixed  by 
the  CoDstiiutioD  of  lite  Uoited  States  tar  the  an- 
DQot  meetiDg  of  Congress. 


'  Endontd  in   Mr.  Senator    SiL8BBg'b  handwritti^, 
0/  Hon.  W.  LowNDEB,  for  tJu  Relit/  1/ 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECH. 

[From  tkt  liaiional  lateliigeneer,  October  16,  ISfiS.] 

A   ULIC    Of     TBI    LITI    WlbLItK    LowHDII.— Of 

all  the  diatingaiahed  neo  who  have  pa*Md  period*  of 
their  livea  in  either  Home  of  Coogieu  thera  im 
tainly  no  one,  of  any  thing  like  eqoal  abilt^,  who 
left  fewer  tracee  on  tlie  page  of  hlatory,  or  on  the 
orda  of  Congreu,  than  WiLLim  LowxDia,  the  1 
nent  Repreaantati*e  for  aeveral  year*  of  the  Blata  of 
Sonth  Caniliaa.     Not  that  he  waa  leaa  honored  and 
raapactad,  aa  well  Cn  hii  eleiated  patnoliam  and  liii 
fine  intellect,  aa  for  hia  bigh  moral  qualilie*  aoil  hi* 
■ocial  Tirttiea,  than   any   one  of  hii  contemporaria* 
in  public  life.   But  that  ao  few  of  hi*  eloquent  apeechaa 
are  to  be  found  on  record  ia  attributable,  in  part,  to 
hi*  unfeigned  diffidence,  which  placed  lea*  than  their 
tme  TaJne  upon  hii  own  eiartiona,  and  in  part  to  an 
objectioQ  which  he  had,  on  priueiple,  to  the  practice, 
then  general,  atuiriting  out  fpeeehei  for  publicatian, 
either  before  or  alter  tha  delivery. 

A  sketd,   bowerer,  of  one  of  tha  briefeat  of  the 

■peecbea  of  thi*  eminent  *t«te*inaD,  (who  bat  for  hi* 

retiring  mode*ty  might,  to  our  knowledge,  bare  worn 

the  bigheet  honon  in  tbe  gift  of  bii  UaTaiBment,)  we 

are  now  enalded  to  preaent  to  our  raaden,  through 

the  kiodneaa  of  1  friend,  into  whoMi  poe* anion  it  came 

by  the  death  of  ■  relati?e.     Beiide*  the  rarity  of  thi* 

pTodnction,  aa  an  exception  to  Mr,  L.'i  rule  10  decline 

writing  out  hi*  apeeche*,  the  labjeet  to  which  it  lelitei 

cannot  (ail  to  intereit  erery  leidcr  who  rightly  appro- 

oatea  the  memory  of  Pikbi,   Iho   renowned  naial 

commander,  wboae  victory  on  Like  Erie,  during  tha 

to'    war  of  1813,  gave  iifely  to  the  eipaaed  frontier  of  (be 

br  1"  country,  and  greatly  contributed,  with  the  lubtaquent 

■  td'ctenia,  lo  bring  about  an  boaonble  and  happy  peaca. 

t  o4'  IBditon  Sal.  Int. 


Mr.  Chairman ;  I  could  wish,  but  I  dare  not 
hope,  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr. 
Hardin,)  by  Withdrawing  his  ameodinent,  will 
afford  to  the  Commillee  the  opportunity  of  givioe 
a  direct  vote  on  (he  bill  which  is  before  them,  u 
the  health  of  ray  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ram- 
dolph)  had  allowed  him  to  upHiiD  his  views  to 
the  Committee,  I  should  have  been  eollrely  sileat 
As  it  ia,  I  shall  say  but  a  few  words. 

We  do  not  object  to  the  law  which  deGues  the 
cases  in  which  pensions  may  be  given  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive GoverDment,  and  limits  their  amtftnl.  It 
is  right  that  there  should  be  a  general  rule,  and 
that  prescribed  by  the  law  is  a  safe  one.  It  is  a 
law  to  the  Executive  GoveromenL  But  it  does 
not  withdraw  from  Congr&'is  the  power.  It  can- 
not supersede  the  duty  of  expressing  our  gratitude 
for  sigoal  services,  and  of  providing  (wh^re  the 
letter  of  the  law  does  oot  do  so)  for  the  family  of 
tbe  man  who  lived  and  died  for  his  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  savs  that  Com- 
modore Peiry  did  not  die  of  a  wound.  It  waa  his 
last  regret  that  he  had  not  fallen  on  the  quarter- 
deck of  his  own  ship.  But  the  disease  which 
carried  him  off  was  ooe  to  which  he  could  not 
have  been  exposed  but  in  obedience  to  the  order* 
of  his  Government.  He  died  not  only  while  he 
was  in  service,  but,  because  be  was  in  service. 
Shall  we  aggravate  the  irreparable  loss  of  his 
family  by  leaving  it  in  hopeless  poverty  ?  Gen- 
tlemen are  unwilliDg  to  grant  pensions.  They 
■re  granted  now.  They  fear,  from  the  Example  of 
other  nations,  that  we  sIibII  become  profuse  la  our 

Snerosity.  No  ("rovernmeot  has  been  larith  to 
e  dead.  Postpone  (he  remuneration  for  the  high- 
est military  services  until  the  man  who  rendered 
them  is  do  more^  and  the  most  suspicious  economy 
may  hug  itself  m  confidence  that  the  hour  of  daa* 
gerous  extravagance  has  passed. 

You  will  not  say  that  our  gratitude  should  end 
with  the  services  of  Commodore  Perty — with  hi* 
life  1  But,  his  services  have  not  ended.  We  have 
ilill  the  inland  seas  which  were  recovered  by  his 
arms.  His  example  lives  -,  and  if,  at  some  period 
of  future  depression  and  dismay,  we  shall  be  told 
that  single  snips  may  annoy  the  commerce  of  our 
enemy,  but  that  aa  assembled  fleet  would  be  a 
prize  to  a  Power  which  it  is  wiser  to  elnde  than 
(o  resist,  his  example  shall  rebuke  our  weakness 
and  enlighten  our  feeling.  You  will  rally  tbe  de- 
sponding spirits  of  the  country  by  hia  name.  I 
am  not  willing  to  speak  of  the  battle  of  Lake 
Erie.  It  is  a  iHeme  for  pride  and  emulation,  Mid 
that  temper  Is  subdued  in  me  now,  by  the  condi- 
tion of  tnai  mao's  family,  to  whom  we  owe  the 
victory.  But,  though  1  cannot  describe,  never 
shall  I  forget  the  cireumstances  of  that  battle. 
Courage  might  have  saved  your  fieel  from  cap- 
ture, not  from  destruction.  The  highest  praise  of 
other  men  would  have  been  10  lake  refuge  fnan 
captivity  in  honorable  death.     Th*  hatllt  wu  a^ 
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H.  OF  R. 


StippltrntHtai  ^mA, 


Mat,  im. 


nady  htt;  and  it  was  at  a  momeni  wheo  the 
nrett  union  of  «kiU  and  courafe'could  not  haTe 
effected  a  retreat,  ttiat  the  genius  of  Peny  gave 
you  a  victory.  You  all  remember  the  deapoadence 
which  preceded  that  victory,  the  coafideoee  which 
followed  it.  It  gave  a  new,  aad,  I  trust,  a  pertna- 
aent  direction  to  the  naval  policy  of  this  country. 
I  know  of  no  action  of  modem  or  of  ancient  times 
where  success  has  resulted  loore  undeniably  from 
tiie  perwDal  conduct  of  the  commander.  Two  of 
the  Kreatest  actions  of  oui  day  have  been  decided 
by  the  arrival  of  an  unexpected  reinforcemoit.* 
But  who  will  tell  me  of  aaolher  commander,  who, 
in  the  most  desperate  peril  of  his  battle,  lefl  the 
command  which  he  could  not  otherwise  save,  and 
broQffhijiback  with  him  the  reinforcement  which 
saved  his  victory  7  The  naval  glory  of  the  coun- 
rry  is  without  spot.     I  make  no  invidious  demon- 

'Hsjeoga  *nd  Wattrloo, 


stratioa.  I  applr  no  priiin  to  the  lay  to  teptatt 
the  diflercDt  colors  whoM  genenl  ekanciet  U 
UffU.  Bm  the  Navy  wbieh  fiai  doae  «o  BiM^fbi 
the  tiation  feels  how  mnch  has  been  dose  by  the 
battle  of  Lake  Brie  for  its  character  and  iti  pros- 
pects Thei7  is  not  a  seaman  whose  homely  meal 
would  not  be  embittered  by  the  reflection  that  the 
family  of  his  old  commander  had  been  adoded 
from  the  bounty  of  his  Government.  If,  Mr. 
Chairmao,  that  commander  had  longer  lived,  if 

another  war,  if  an  Atlantic  Navy But  I  most 

not  pursue  thic  course  of  observation.  My  miod 
is  sumcientlv  filled  with  the  recollection  of  wlut 
he  was,  without  reflecting  upon  what  he  would 
have  been.  We  have,  gmtlemen,  the  fuUett  proof 
that  the  object*  ofHhe  proposed  bounty  are  entirely 
destitute.  The  qaestjon  is  a  simple  one.  Will  you 
decide,  by  yonr  votes,  that  the  children  of  Coauao- 
dore  Perry  shall  be  without  edaeation— hit  wife 
without  a  home  7 
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TO  THE  HISTORY  OP  THE  SEVENTEENTH  CONGRESS. 

[FIB8T   BE8SI0N.] 

COMPRISIHQ  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  D0CVMSNT8  ORIGINATING  DUBIKG  THAT  CON- 
GRESS, AND  THE  PUBLIC  AOTB  PASSED  BT  IT. 


SPAIN-^DELIVERY  OF  TB&  FLORIDA S. 

[Commnnicatad  wjlh  the  PruideDt'i  MtMige,  DmcU' 

ber  B,  I8S1] 

tnafTuUoru  to  Coloiid  Jmaet  Q.  PoAtt. 

DSPAHTMENT  OF  StaTE, 

Wiuhmffton,  JUorcA  10, 18S1. 

Su:  The  Pretident  of  the  United  Staid,  hav- 
ing occasioa  to  einploy  a  person  to  take  to  the 
Spanish  OoTernor  Qenerel  of  the  island  of  Cuba 
die  order  from  his  GoTemment  for  the  delivery  of 
the  piovioees  of  East  and  West  Florida  to  the 
commbsioDers  or  officers  of  the  United  States 
duly  appointed  to  receive  them,  has  selected  yoa 
as  the  Bgeot  for  that  purpose,  and  a  certificate  to 
that  eflect  from  this  Department  will  be  delivered 
to  you  with  this  letter. 

Yon  will  forthwith  repair  tp  New  Yorlt,  and 
there  take  paxsage  in  ibe  United  States  sloop  of 
war  Hornet,  Captain  Read,  who  will  be  instructed 
to  receive  you,  and  to  proceed  as  won  as  possible 
to  the  Havana.  The  order  to  the  Goveroor  Gen- 
eral of  Cuba,  K^ther  with  a  letter  from  the 
Spanish  Minister,  General  Vives,  to  him,  is  com- 
mitted to  you,  and  you  will  deliver  it  to  bim  in 
person  upon  your  arrival.  You  will  ur^  the  im- 
mediate execution  of  ii,  and  will  o^  to  take 
chaise  yourself  of  the  Goveroor  General's  order 
to  the  Governor  of  West  Florida.  Should  he 
prefer  to  transmit  this  by  an  officer  of  his  own 
appointment,  Captain  Read  wilt  be  authorizad  to 
give  him  a  passage  witb  you  in  the  ship  to  Fenw- 
cola.  You  will  also  eoneert  with  him  the  means 
of  transmitting  the  order  for  the  ddivery  of  the  I 
province  of  B^t  Florida  to  the  Governor  at  St. 
Angiutine.  It  has  been  represented  that  the  ar- 
chive! and  Miblic  documents  stipulated  to  be  de- 
livered up  or  the  treaty  are  at  the  Havana,  and, 
if  so,  yon  will  require  that  they  should  be  deliv- 
ered to  yon.  and  take  tbem  witb  you  in  the  ship 
to  Penncola,  where  yon  will  keep  them  in  safe 
cuMody  till  the  arrival  of  Major  Qen.  A.  Jackson, 
who  is  appointed  Qoveraor  of  the  whole  of  the  ler- 
ritovies  ceded,  and  to  whom  you  will  deliver  them  j 
over,  or  to  his  order,  taking  a  suiiaUe  receipt  or  ' 


receipts  for  them,  by  duplicates,  one  of  Which  yon 
will  transmit  to  this  Department.  On  arriving  al 
Pensacola,  and  communicating  to  the  Governor  the 
order  from  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  you  will  ira- 
mediately  give  notice,  by  exortss,  to  General  Jack- 
son, who  will  be  at  Monlpelier,  in  the  vicinity  of 
that  place,  that  he  may  repair  to  it  to  receive  poft- 
session ;  and  you  will  then  retnain  at  Pensacola, 
giving  information  to  this  Department  through 
the  nearest  mail  (believed  to  be  at  Blakeley)  of 
your  proceedings.  You  will  also  communicate  to 
this  Department  any  information  relating  to  the 
country  which  it  may  be  useful  for  ns  to  possess, 
and  wait  for  toch  instmctions  as  may  be  transmit- 
ted to  yon  till  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects 
of  yonr  mission. 

Tour  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  ei^t 
dollars  a  day  from  the  time  of  your  departwre  from 
this  place  till  vonr  arrival  at  PensacelB  ;  alt  yooi 
expenses  on  tne  passa^  are  to  be  at  your  own 
chaise ;  and  from  the  time  of  your  arrival  at  Pea- 
sacom  the  allowance  will  be  mz  dollars  a  day  till 
you  receive  notice  that  it  is  to  cease.  If  you  then 
conclude  to  return  to  New  York,  the  allowance 
will  be  continued  for  a  tvasonable  time,  to  adndt 
of  your  return. 

The  papers  herewith  fiimished  you  are — 

1.  A  certificate  of  your  apjwintment. 

3.  A  commission  authorizing  yon  to  demand 
and  receive  the  archives. 

3.  The  order  to  the  Governor  and  Cantain  0«- 
eral  of  Cube,  with  a  letter  to  him  from  theSpanirii 
Minist«  here. 

4.  Six  copies  of  the  treaty,  with  the  ruifiea- 
tioos,  to  be  used  as  you  may  find  convenient. 

5.  A  copy  of  the  order  to  the  Governor  of 
Cuba. 

6.  A  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  for  cajrying 
the  treaty  mto  execution. 

It  is  proper  to  apprize  yon  that  if,  by  »aj  acci~ 
dent,  you  should  be  prevented  from  eiecutmg  the 
service  herewith  assigned  to  you,  Mr.  G.  L. 
Thompson  has  a  commission  for  performing  it  in 
your  stead.    I  am,  dcc- 

JOHPf  a.  ADAMS. 

Jame8  G.  Forbes,  Esq. 
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CeitiJUaU  of  appamtntent  to  Cdonel  Forhei, 
Jakes  Monhoe,  Presideal  of  theUoited  Staten  of 
America,  to  all  to  wbom  these  prCKents  shall 
come,  greeting : 

Whereas,  by  the  second  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Amity,  Setileiocut,  and  Limits,  coacluded  at 
WaihiUgcoD,  on  ibe  33d  day  of  FebruBTV,  1819, 
iMIweeo  these  Uaited-  States  aod  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  itis  stipulated  as  follows:  "  His  Catholic 
Majesty  cedes  to  tbeUnitfJ  Stales,  in  full  properly 
«iia  sovereignly,  all  the  lenitortes  which  belong 
to  him  situated  to  (he  eastward  of  the  Mississippi, 
known  by  the  name  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
the  adiaceiil  islands  dependent  on  laid  proriiice*, 
all  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant  lacds,  public 
«diaces,  fortifications,  barracks,  and  other  ouild- 
ings,  which  are  not  private  properly  ;  archives  and 
documents  which  relate  directly  to  the  property 
and  sovereignty  of  said  provinces  are  included  in 
,  this  article.  The  said  aichives  and  documents 
■hall  be  lel^  in  pOEsession  of  the  cotumissaries  or 
officers  of  the  United  Scales  duly  authorized  to 
leeeive  them ;" 

And  whereas  the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  ofitis  said  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty at  this  place  has  delivered,  to  be  transmilled 
to  the  Cat>iBin  Gieneral  and  Governor  of  the  island 
of  Cuba,  bis  said  Majesly's  royal  order  for  the  due 
execution  of  the  said  stipulation  : 

Now,  therefore,  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  ap- 
point James  O.  Forbes,  a  citizen  of  the  United 
Sutes,  as  agent  and  commissary  of  the  United 
Btates,  lo  deliver  to  the  said  Captain  Q«neral  and 
Qovetnoi  the  royal  order  aforesaid;  lo  arrange 
and  concert  with  bimg  conformably  lo  the  iuslruc- 
tioDS  herewith  committed  lo  the  said  James  G. 
Forbes,  the  execution  of  the  said  stipulations,  and 
to  receive  from  the  said  Captain  General  and 
Governor,  and  from  any  and  every  person  who 
may  be  possessed  of  the  said  archives  and  docU' 
menla.  all  and  every  one  of  the  same,  and  to  dis- 
pose uiereof  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  his  in- 
struclioiu.  And  1  do  hereby  request  the  said 
Captain  General  and  Governor,  and  any  and  every 
person  who  may  be  in  possession  of  any  sucr 
archives  and  documenta,  duly  authorized  by  o 
under  the  authority  of  His  Calholic  Majesty' 
Governmeac,  or  otherwise,  to  deliver  up  the  sam 
to  the  said  James  G.  Forbes,  conformably  to  the 
»bove-reciCed  stipulation  of  the  said  treaty.  And 
a  copy  of  this  letter  patent,  cerlified  by  the  said 
James  G.  Forbes,  together  with  his  leceipl  for  the 
aaid  aichives  and  documents,  shall  be  full  and  sat- 
isfactory proof  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  said  stipu- 
lation, with  respect  to  the  archives  and  documents 
80  by  him  received. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  said 
United  States,  at  Washington,this  14th  day 
II.  a.]  of  March,  1821,  and  in  the  forty -fifth  year  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  States. 
JAMBS  MONROE. 
By  the  President : 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS, 

SKrOary  of  &(Uc. 


Special  committinn  to  (klond  Fbria. 
James  Monroe,  President  of  Che  United  States  of 

Amerfca,  to  James  G.  Forbes,  of  the  State  of 

New  York,  greeiing: 

Whereas,  by  the  second  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Amity,  Settlement,  and  Limits,  concluded  ai 
Washington,  on  the  23d  day  of  February,  1819, 
between  these  United  States  and  His  Catholic 
Majesty,  it  is  stipulated  as  follows :  "  His  Catholic 
Majesty  cedes  to  the  United  States,  in  full  prop- 
erty and  sovereignty,  all  the  territories  whicn  M- 
loag  to  him,  situated  to  the  eastward  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, known  by  the  name  of  East  and  West 
Florida,  the  adjacent  islands  dependent  on  said 

{irovinces,  all  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant 
mds,  public  edifices,  fortifications,  barracks,  and 
other  buildings,  which  are  not  private  properly ; 
archives  and  documents,  which  relate  directly  to 
the  property  and  sovereignlv  of  f aid  provinces, are 
included  in  this  article.  The  said  archives  and 
documents  shaH  be  left  in  possession  of  the  emn- 
missaries  or  officers  of  the  United  States  duly 
authorized  to  receive  them :" 

Now,  therefore,  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  ap- 
point you,  as  commissary  of  the  United  Stales,  lo 
receive  from  any  and  every  person,  wfto  may  be 
possessed  of  the  said  archives  and  documents,  all 
and  every  one  of  the  same ;  and  the  said  archives 
and  documents  to  keep  in  safe  custody  until  fur- 
ther order  for  the  ditposal  of  the  same  shall  be 
taken. 
Given  under  my  band,  and  the  seal  of  the  aid 
United  States,  at  Washington,  this  14ii 
r     si  ^^^  °^  March,  1831,  and  in  the  forly-fiftli 
'  ■    ■'  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
By  the  President: 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 
Seentarj/  ofStaU. 

Trandatioa  oflht  Toyalorder  of  the  King  afSjuunto 
ihe  Captaitt  Gaural  and  Gtmeraor  of  iht  hioMd  o] 
Cuba,  (MxJ  oftlte  Florida: 

Fehdinanu  the  Seventh,  by  tfie  grace  of  God, 
and  by  the  constitution  ot  the  Spanish  mon- 


Kdow  you,  that,  by  a  treaty  concluded  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  on  the  tweaty-second  of 
Febfuarr  of  the  last  year,  one  thousand  eight  hon- 
dred  antl  nineteen,  by  Plenipoleniiatiea  daly'aa- 
thoiized  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  difftt- 
encea  which  have  existed  between  the  Govern- 
ment of  Spain  and  that  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  the  limits  of  their  respective  terri- 
tories, there  was  stipulated,  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
Ihe  cession  lo  the  United  States  of  all  the  country 
situated  east  of  the  Mississippi  known  by  the  name 
of  East  and  West  Florida  ;  the  adjacent  islands 
dependent  upon  the  two  Floridas  being  compre- 
hended in  said  cession,  together  with  all  public 
lota  and  squares,  vacant  lands,  public  edifico,  for- 
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ttficttioDS,  bsnacks,  and  othei  bnildioffs,  which 
■re  Doi  prirate  property,  with  the  arcBiTCs  and 
documenti  which  relate  directly  to  the  propertf 
aod  soTcreignty  of  said  provinces;  it  being  pnv 
Tided,  at  the  same  tiiDe,  that  the  inhabitaitis  of 
the  temtoiies  so  ceded  ihall  be  sacund  in  the  free 
ecercise  of  their  reLiffion,  wilhtmt  any  restriclioa ; 
and  that  all  ibose  ireo  msv  doMre  to  Tcraore  to 
the  Spanish  domiDiona  ihall  be  penniiled  to  sell 
or  export  their  eficcts -at  any  time  whatever,  in 
order  that  they  may  better  eSeei  ifaeir  purpose, 
wilbout  bebg  subject  in  either  case  to  duties ;  and 
ttaii  ihOM  who  prefer  remaiiriDg  in  the  Floridas 
shall  be  admitted,  as  soon  as  posaible,  to  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights  of  citizen*  of  the  Uni- 
led  States  ;  it  being  added,  by  another  article  of 
the  same  tre«ty,  tbac  the  Spanish  officers  and 
troops  shall  evacnate  the  said  territories  ceded  lo 
the  United  States,  six  months  after  the  exchange 
of  tbe  ratification  of  the  nme  treaty,  or  sooner  if 
possible,  and  shall  give  possession  of  ibem  to  tbe 
officers  or  commissioners  of  the  United  Slates 
duly  authorized  (o  reoeive  them ;  and  that  the 
United  Stales  shall  provide  the  tranepons'  and  es' 
eort  necessary  to  convey  the  Spanish  officers  and 
troops  and  their  baggage  to  the  H&Tami.  And  I, 
having  considered  and  examined  the  tenor  of  the 
articles  of  the  ii«aij,  after  having  obtained  the 
consent  and  auibonty  of  the  General  Cortes  of 
tbe  nation  with  respect  to  tbe  said  cesuon,  have 


changed  at  WasbingUMi,  with  that  which  was 
formed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with 
theadrice  and  coDseat  of  the  Senate  of  the  same; 
after  which  exefaange,  the  said  treaty  will  begin 
to  be  obligatory  on  both  Governments  and  their 
reapectire  citizens;  therefore,  I  command  you, 
and  ordain  that,  afier  tbelBfonaation.whiehsbsll 
be  seasmably  given  you  by  my  MiQiater  Pleni- 
potentiary and  BnvoyEiireordiiiHiyat  Washing- 
ton, of  the  raiiOcalions  having  been  eachanged, 
Son  proceed,  oti  your  part,  to  make  the  proper 
ispoeitions,  in  order  that,  at  [be  end  of  six 
months,  counting  fioai  tbe  dale  of  the  exehaDee 
of  the  ratiflcations,  or  sooner  if  possible,  the 
Spanish  officer*  and  troop*  may  evacuate  the 
territories  of  both  Flori(hu<,  and  that  posses- 
sion of  them  be  given  to  tbe  officers  or  com- 
missioners of  ihe  United  States  duly  authorized 
lo  receive  them ;  in  the  uadersiaoding  that  the 
United  Slates  shall  provide  tbe  Uansporis  and 
escort  necessary  to  convey  the  Spanish  officers 
and  troops  and  their  baggage  to  Ihe  Havana. 
You  shaJl  arrange,  in  proper  lime,  tbe  delivery  of 
the  islands  adjacent  and  dependent  upon  the  two 
Floridas,  and  the  public  lots  and  squares,  vaeant 
lands,  public  edifioes,  fortifications,  barracks,  and 
other  buildiogs,  whicb  are  not  private  property, 
as  also  tbe  archive*  and  documents  which  relate 
directly  to  the  property  and  sovereignty  of  the 
aame  two  provinces,  by  placins  them  at  the  di»- 
posal  of  the  commissioners  or  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  duly  aulhorized  to  leeciva  them ;  and 
sil  tbe  other  papers,  and  tbe  effects  which  belong 
lo  tbe  nation,  and  which  hare  not  been  compre- 


hended and  mentioned  in  ihe  expressed  clauses  of 
the  cemion,  yon  shall  have  conreyed  and  mas- 
ported  to  asottaer  part  of  the  Spanish  possessioBs 
which  may  be  most  conveniEsii  for  tbe  pnUie  aei- 
vioe;  as,  also,  you  shall  take  care  that,  previona 
to  the  delivery,  it  may  be  made  knowo,  by  ediab, 
to  all  the  present  inhabilants  of  the  Floridas,  that 
they  have  power  to  remove  to  .the  Spanish  terri- 
tories and  dorainioni,  the  sale  or  ouDTiation  t£ 
their  effects  being  permitted  to  tbem  hv  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  at  any  time  wbatever,  witnout  being 
subject  to  doliee;  and,  also,  the  advantages  itipa- 
lated  in  favor  of  those  who  shall  prefer  to  rnnani 
in  the  Floridas,  to  whom  I  have  wished  to  give 
ihislastproof  of  theproiectioD  and  affection  waich 
they  have  always  experienced  tmdei  the  Spanish 
Government.  Of  the  delivoy  which  you  may 
make,  or  may  be  made  by  your  delegaiioa  in  the 
form  which  has  been  expressed,  you  sh^l  make, 

cause  lo  be  made,  a  corresnoikding  receipt,  duly 

ilhenticated,'  for  yoor  dircnarge;  and,  m  order 
that  you  may  proceed  with  entire  knowledge  ix 
the  execution  of  this  commission,  there  shall  be 
likewise  sent  to  you,  by  my  Minister  PleoipoMiv- 
tiary  at  Washington,  an  aothentic  copy  of  the 
treaty  referred  to,  of  the  twenty-aeeood  of  Febm* 
ary,  one  ihoostnd  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
wilh  the  insertion  of  Ute  ratifications  of  both  pat- 
lies,  and  of  Ihe  certificate  relaiive  to  the  exchange 
of  the  same ;  of  which  docnments,  and  of  this  n^ 
royal  order,  you  shall  send  a  copy,  m  authmtie 
form,  to  the  Qovemors  of  both  the  Florida*,  and 
to  the  person  or  peiaoas  who  ia\y  have,  in  your 
name,  tkeaccoiaptishingof  thedelivery,  if  it  hare 
not  been  made  by  yourself.  i 

All  which  you  shall  well  and  completely  exa- 
cute  in  the  form  which  I  have  preeenbed  to  joi, 
agreeably  to  the  public  service;  advising  me. of 
your  having  executed  it  thiough  my  anderwutten 
Secretary  oT  Despatch  of  Bute. 

Given  at  Madrid,  the  twenty-fourth  of  Qolober, 

'"ferd/nand. 


Mr.  SMm  to  Mr.  Adava. 

Haviha,  AprU  38, 1831. 
Sin:  I  have  the  boxoi  lo  report  to  you  that, 


slant,  too  late  for  business,  had  it  not  been  on 
Sunday. 

Governor  Mahy  received  us  very  graeioiidy  on 
the  following  day,  when  I  delivered  to  him  the 
royal  order  lor  the  delivery  lo  the  United  BiaUe 
of  the  Floridas;  and,  after  exhibiting  to  him  my 
commission,  he  inquired  "when  I  wished  to  pro- 
ceed." I  immediately  replied,  "as  soon  as  possi- 
ble;" which  gave  rise  to  a  long  confeoence,  in 
which  !  offered  to  be  the  bearer  of  his  order,  ami 
urged  the  expediency  oi  despatch,  as  faeiikg  most 
conducive  to  the  true  interests  of  both  Goretn- 
menls.  Hi*  Excellency  stated  that  he  would  do 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  expodite  me.  I  asked, 
whenl  which  he  answer^  by  saying  as  soon  as 
I  the  records  could  be  examined,  selected,  and  in~ 
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Tcntorwd.  I  tkni,  to  tare  time,  expia&ti  s  wish 
(o  know  the  Mk,  and  iliHt  some  of  thoe  night 
ba  diapenMd  with;  bat  the  interpreter  who  a»A 
iKea  called  in,  offieially,  and  oImfwik  nnneeea' 


torn  as  well  as  resukrity  required  a  pnueoli 
inspeation  oftheai  Defore  they  coold  be  delivered 
lo  mt.    On  retiring,  bis  Eicdiency  told  me  that 
we  should  be  satisfied  with  each  oliier. 

The  next  two  days  were  to  oloee  the  holiday) , 
■otwithstutdiDg  which,  the  interpnter  calledupoo 
xae,  by  order  ofthe  Govemor,  to  rtquire  mjr  cotn- 
mision  for  traosktioi,  and  to  say  that  I  mtHtput 
lo  wrilioff  the  EObstance  of  iny  coBTersation  with 
his  Eitoenency,  whick  I  ioimedtateiy  did ;  oopr 
of  which  is  hsrenitb  xeat,  onder  date  of  the  24ui 
initant 

Allowing  one  day  to  iaterrene,  I  waited  upon 
the  QoTcraoioittheilfith,  toascertain  the  progress 
making  in  the  dqwrtmeDts  to  expedite  mt.  I 
was  well  rcoeired,  am}  told  that  the  necessary  or- 
ders had  heat  giTKi,  and  that,  as  toon  as  the  coa- 
Toyabont  sailing  for  Spain  had  departed,  my  biui' 
ncBs  should  be  paiticnlailf  attended  to. 

Tltc  iiiter|vrter,  whom  I  a^a  aaw  at  the  Qor- 
CTBor'a,  mentkiBed  the  appomment  of  an  officer 
to  accompany  me  to  Pensacola,  and  that  he  held 
the  draught  of  a  letter  frcan  the  Governor  in 
answer  lo  mine.  I  regret,  howerer,  lo  state,  sir, 
ibat,  to  Ite  moment  of  closiag  this  despatch,  I 
lu^e  not  receiTCd  it,  or  any  commanioaitioD  irom 
him.  I  hBTe,  howerer,  reason  to  hope  that,  on  the 
arriTal  ofthe  LateadBDJt,  hourly  expected  ftom  the 
country,  my  stay  will  not  be  prolonged  more  than 
ffiie  week. 

As  some  eircnmstances  may  oconr  during  my 
aeoioy  which  may  be  worthy  of  year  notice^  to  be 
t^Bn  afastnetedly,  I  shall  sobniit  them  by  reference 
as  abstracts,  and  prepate  than  accordingly, 

[  am,  wiu  the  g«M«t  NHieet,  sir,  &x. 

JAUBS  O.  FOHBSa. 


Mr.  FMm  to  Oovenvir  J&Ay. 

Havana,  Jpra  24, 1821. 

Most  ExcsLLEiiTSia:  When  I  had  the  honor 
of  delivering  into  your  Bzcellency's  haitds  the 
royal  ardet  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  thcougfa  his 
Sbnisler  Plenipotentiary  at  Wasbiaston,  for  the 
dalivenr  to  the  Ovremmeat  of  the  United  Sutes 
ofthe  Floridaa,  conformably  lo  the  treaty  ratified 
on  the  S2d  Fabraary  last,  1  took  occasion  to  pre- 
■eai  my  oommiision  from  the  President,  and  to 
mbmit  varioaa  retsonsfor  canyiog  iitio  immediate 
edect  the  stipalalioBs  of  said  treaty,  by  offiriog  lo 
bethe  btanrof  ihefinalotderof  pduesaion,  and  of 
tlie  Brehives  and  public  documents. 

If  ar^tuiHats  were  secessary  to  carry  uto  efiect 
a  tteaty  as  illiiitraci*e  in  its  stipulations  of  the 
boDoc  of  the  Spanish  Government  as,  in  its  ratifi- 
oadon,  it  is  ofthe  modemtion  and  justice  of  that 
ofthe  United  States,  and  farther,  in  Its  compietion, 

Sthe  solid  foundation  it  lays  of  a  perpetual  friloid- 
ip' between  the  two  naUoas,  I  would  offer  the 
fbUowing  for  your  Excelleacy's  considerattoo  :       | 


That  the  messenger  of  His  Cathidic  Uajoty 
was  nearly  four  nkonihs  in  reaching  Washington, 
while  the  ratifioalioo  of  the  treaty  at  Madrid 
reached  this  island  in  a  few  weeks. 

That,  from  the  24th  Oclober,  1621,  (date  of  the 
ratificaticm  at  Madrid,)  to  the  present  day,  a  pe- 
riod of  six  month*  has  been  a^fded,  of  which 
Hit  Cathoiie  Majcaty's  offi«en  and  subjects  ban 
virtually  availed  theauelvea  in  preparing  fw  the 
surrender  of  the  FlondaE~-aB  evident  advaiitage 
to  one  party  not  tmwoKby  of  considoatian,  sina 
no  cba^  of  delay  has  been  ascribed  U  it 

That,  while  a  natural  impnlse  is  felt  on  the  one 
band,  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  Btalei,  10  be- 


.    lilyn 
itiat  ol  the  Spanish  tuttjeets,  to  retire  from  a  ci 
try  about  to  chaaga  its  government. 

That  the  teatoa  for  calms  and  contiuy  win^ 
iii  &st  approachinc,  which  is  oaienlated  to  inooa- 
mode  sertously  His  Catholic  Majesty's  ferecs; 
while  that  of  rain  and  of  •oltty  weather  mav  prove 
verv  injurious  to  the  troops  01  the  United  States. 
he  gracions  manner  in  which  your  SsceUency 


ment  as  soon  as  praetHable,  ate  sncti  tiMreeBof 
satisfaction  at  wiU  be  highly  apptedalcd  by  tbe 
President.  I  hope,  thacfoe^  Ihu.  according  to 
the  ttipoLations  f>i  tbe  treaty,  your  fiixeellcnoy  will, 
with  the  keit  possible  delay,  appoint  an  <Aca  to 
carry  the  ultiniate  ordoa  for  potaeaaion  ef  the 
Floridas,  by  tbe  consUtiited  authoridea  of  ike 
United  Stales,  to  aceompaay  me  in  the  Uomet 
sbop  of  war.  Captain  Read. 

That  the  archives  and  doeoments  relatiagie 
the  Floridas  may  be  accoidiogly  dtUverad  ova  to 


the  Anal  otieT  (in  duptintle  form)  fron  ytntr  Ex- 
cellency, upon  the  Bub-goretiran,  fei  the  ddivesy 
of  the  Floridas,  in  case  of  any  accident  to  the 
officer  accompanying  me,  and  in  any  event  for 
the  delivery  oi  East  Florida  contemporaneondy 
with  that  of  West  Florida,  whither  the  Hornet  is 
bound.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

JAHSS  G.  FORBKS, 
Cammittary  <md  Jgfnl  efOu  V.  & 
His  Exc'y  Son  Nichqijis  Maby. 

Mr.  Riies  to  Mr.  AdatM. 

Havana,  May  5, 1821. 
Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addroistug  yoo 
on  the  28lh  ultimo,  I  availed  myself  of  the  earliest 
otrportunity  of  reminding  ibe  Governor  of  ^  dis- 
position he  had  evinced  of  expediting  me.  This 
was  afforded  me  iiKidenially  on  the  1st  instant, 
when  Mr.  Wamw  desirad  me  to  pMecni  him  as 
the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States.  After 
his  ExeeUeCiBr  gave  this  gentleman  to  onderstand, 
very  pointedly,  that  ha  conld  not  recognise  him, 
or  view  him  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  joaerchan^ 
divested  of  all  public  character,  I  observed  to  bin 
that,  as  the  convoy  bad  tailed,  I  hoped  his  Excel 
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lener  would  enable  me  to  proceed }  apon  which  I 
wu  lold  that  he  was  anxious  to  be  diseacumbeied 
of  tbe  Doantrf,  that  orden  bad  been  ^iTeo,  Knd 
t<tir  seoetary  diapoaition  waa  making  l^  bia 
settelur,  vitk  whom  iIm  matter  sow  wW)  and 
bf  whini  I  ahonld  be  apfvized. 

An  ttieraiiee  so  gratiiying  waa  prompttf  met 
bratemniof  thanki  for  the  wly  kUeMioa  be 
tppcued  to  bave  abown  to  mf  buaiaeuj  Dnder 
hhich  fimxable  inprcMion  I  waaaboM  retiriBg, 
when  it  ocamred  to  me  to  trt  hia  Bxcelkney 
vhethei  he  knew  that  the  iDteodtBt  had  gim 
hitordcff  OB  the  cabjectf  He  appeued  ignonnt 
of  aof  oettrion  for  tbe  interfeTMee  of  that  offieer, 
ud  p«t  the  qoeelioD  to  the  interpeter,  who  knilv 
linrif  Mplied  that  "  he  mifht  kare." 

This  Mtxpeoted  mcoauDBaKCf  iaduced  me  to 
obtain  ID  ID  troduc  tioaiD  th«  iwUter  of  tbe  Kflovda 
which  an  in  the  department  oflhe  loieodrat,  with 
wiiom  I  eonvetKd  ficd^,  end  «•*  told  ttal  moet 
ofihepapen  of  ibti  office  were  thMe  of  Mcoant- 
aUitf,  and  oiuieceaaarT  to  the  aoremBent  of  ike 
(JsiKd  Sintea;  that  aboai  ten  boxea  ooaaintng 
(be  Nconb  of  gnnta  of  lead  in  WaM  Floiida 
nre  taken  bjr  aa  iasnrgent  privateer  out  of  the 
Tend  in  wkicn  Goremor  Mazot  waa  a  paaaenger 
from  PeBMcelm. 

Maring  tooncht  lettera  of  introdtKttoa  to  the 
luiadant,  which  wcae^  oa  my  aniral,  lent  to  him 
io  the  contrr,  from  whence  be  wrote  rae  a  note 
to  sar  that  b«  woold  be  ni  town  in  a  few  days,  I 
therefore  felt  myself  at  liberty  to  wait  upon  his 
Mcreiary,  to  awmtain  wkea  he  would  arnre ;  be 
aaaweitid  that  it  was  vsry  nacertain,  and  pnteUy 
Dot  befoie  the  auddle  of  the  month. 

Aa  (be  silciiee  of  tbe  QoreencK  and  of  his  Mer»- 
lary  might  be  altribated  to.  tbe  freqnent  bolidapa, 
I  soQ^ht  an  occasion  to  see  tbe  former,  by  Bccom- 
paayug  Captain  Read  la  obtain  aa  order  to  a^e»- 
hud  a  man  charged,  aa  a  citiaeD  of  the  United 
Slates,  with  deprolating  on  our  commeree.  His 
£icellieDcy  raceired  ua  with  hi*  charsoteriatic 
romplaceBcy,  ami  agreed  i^oa  a  comae  of  prooc' 
dure,  reconciling  hia  official  dutaea  whk  the  rites 
of  hoipitality ;  then  ptiitiDg  both  his  kaada  upon 
my  sbonUcra^  in  the  moet  friendly  manner,  said 
to  me  in  Freacb,  (baTing  preTiousty  comerced  id 
Spanish,)  "  ftoaut  A  notre  aSure,  j'esptre  voos 
Hpidier  soua  peu  de  joars."  I  bad  soaredy  time 
lo  thank  him  oefbre  m  added  "  au  moine  d'ici" — 
nwaning,  no  dotibt,  &u  office. 

I  bare  been  thus  minme  in  my  detail,  sir,  dial 
you  might  know  precisely  the  sltDaticrn  in  which 
ay  ageac^  stands ;  and  witbonl  eallinc  attention 
to  ihe  varioQi  bozzes  I  have  heard,  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  advert  to  one  which,  if  well  founded,  mny 
beofTasiinuMinance;  ilis,  that  "tbe  OoTenunenl 
ii  Teiy  much  in  arrean  to  the  officers,  both  civil 
and  military,  ia  tbe  ceded  provineea."  In  this 
easF,  moral  obl^tiim  and  honor  may  impel,  or 
obrioos  policy  may  pracribe,  that  some  proTiaioB 
or  arrangemeDt  nay  be  made  for  thar  lalmfactiaB, 

Eevioas  to  their  change  of  poailimi,  and  thus  at 
ist  caase  delay. 

With  tbe  treaty  before  me.  1  see  ao  other  alter- 
native  than  that  of  yield  in  g,  howerer  relaetantly, 


to  tbemovemealsof  Ihe  CrovenuH',  hoping  thai  at) 
political  ehaagea  in  Europe  can  lake  jdace  to  thwart 
the  just  eipeciatioDs  of  our  oation,  or  attez  tbe  pa- 
cific policy  of  its  GovcramciiL  I  shall  advise 
General  Jackson  of  my  progresa  here. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  sir  &c. 

JAMES  G.  FORBES. 

Hod.  J.  a.  Adams,  Sctfrir  of  State. 

Mr.  Ibrbu  lo  Mr.  Adanu. 

Havana,  JUoy  7, 1821. 
Sir:  In  referring  you  lo  the  eDcloaed  letter, 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  on  the  5th  ia- 
Btant,  I  have  that  of  submitting  to  you  a  copy  of 
mv  letter  of  ihit  date  to  General  Jackson,  wlio  is 
said  to  be  at  New  Oileaos  whither  Mr.  Thomp- 
son proceeded  (his  day  in  the  steamboat  with  it- 
Toe  Oovernor  bas'sent  me  a  message  to  watt 
npon  bim  to-morrow  moraiDg,  the  result  of  which 
•ball  be  immediately  communicated  to  yon. 
I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sir,  ttc. 

JAMES  G.  FORBES. 
Hod.  J.  Q„  Adaus,  Sm^ry  of  Stale. 

Mr.  Rrbeito  General  Jadaon. 

Havaka,  May  7, 1831. 

Sia :  Commissiooed  by  the  President  of  the 
Umted  States  to  deliver  the  royal  order  upon  the 
Governor  of  Cuba,  for  Ihe  delivery  of  tbe  Floridaa 
to  our  Government,  1  was  directed  by  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  Slate  to  communicate  with  yoor 
Excellency  upon  my  arrival  in  Pensacola,  widi 
the  further  order  of  the  Governor  to  the  Spanish 
authorities  in  the  Floridaa. 

I  arrived  in  the  Hornet  sloop  of  war  on  the  23d 
of  last  month,  and  was  very  favorably  received  by 
Governor  Many,  who  expressed  a  wish  to  expedile 
me  lay  promptly,  as  soon  as  the  convoy  for  Spain 

This  assurance  has  been  renewed  to  me  occa- 
sionally aince,  but  I  r^rei  to  say  that  I  am  atiU 
uncertain  when  I  can  receive  either  the  necessary 
order  or  tbe  archives,  which  come  also  within  the 
range  of  my  commission. 

1  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  afforded  by 
Mr.  Thompson  of  making  this  commuaication, 
and  take  the  liberty  of  siugeating  to  your  Exeet- 
lencv  the  expediency  of  having  a  person  at  Pea- 
sacola  from  whom  I  can,  on  landiog,  receive  such 
information  as  will  enable  me  to  conuauoicate 
immediately  with  your  Excellency  by  express. 

I  beg  leave  also  to  stale  that  I  have  applied  for 
an  order,  in  duplicate  form,  embracing  the  de- 
livery of  East  Florida,  and  that  1  shall  endeavw 
to  find  a  suitable  opponunily  of  transmitting  it  to 
the  commandiDg  officer  of  the  United  States  troops 
at  Amelia  Island,  subject  to  such  orders  as  he  may 
receive  from  the  Department  of  State^  or  from 
your  Excellency,  taking  the  original  with  me  in 
the  Hornet. 

Ah  Mr.  Thomjnon  ia  fully  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  my  mission,  I  refer  your  Excellency  to 
him,  with  the  aaaurance  that  no  exertions  oa  my 
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part  hare  been,  or  shall  be,  apared  to  give  complete 
c2ec(  to  objects  of  rach  national  importance. 
I  am,  with  great  lespect,  sir,  &c. 

JAMES  G.  FORBES. 
Conmittary  and  Agent  oftiie  TJ.  S. 
His  Ei'cy  Major  General  A.  JACKaoN. 

Me.  Fatiet  to  Mr.  Adavu. 

Havana,  Miji  9, 1821, 

Sis  :  Themessagefram  theOoTernor,  to  which 
I  had  the  honor  of  referring  in  my  letter  to  you 
under  dale  of  the  7tli  iasianl,  waa  found,  on  ita 
delivery  to  me,  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  proposal, 
througfi  the  commissary  be  is  about  sending,  that 
"  the  Hornet  should  convey  him  to  St.  Augastiae 
from  Pensacola  j"  to  which  I  could  not  assent,  not 
only  because  she  had  otber  duties  to  perform,  or 
of  (he  delay  which  that  mode  of  transmission  of 
the  order  would  occasion,  but  because  1  perceived 
in  it  a  digression  (otherwise  immaierial)  from  tbe 
plan  agreed  upon  in  a  former  interview,  viz: 
"  thai  Isbould  be  the  sole  bearer  of  the  orders."  I 
therefore  replied  that  I  i,hould  wait  upon  his  Ex- 
cellency ;  and,  considering  it  opportune,  i  did  this 
with  Captain  Read,  to  exjdain  and  to  discover,  if 
possible,  the  chance  of  getting  away.  We  found 
nim,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  mucb  engaged  and 
fatigued  by  liis  personal  exertions  to  procure  relief 
for  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Antooio,  a  town  just 
burnt.  He  was  less  affable  than  before  ;  and  al- 
though he  mentioned,  as  then,  that  every  thing 
was  in  a  fair  train,  and  that  he  would  give  me  a 
dnplicate  order  fur  East  Florida,  yet  he  adverted 
to  the  term  allowed  by  the  treaty,  and  said  that 
there  were  a  great  many  litlle  things  to  do.  After 
leaving  his  Eicdlency,  I  heard  that  a  petition  had 
been  sent  to  him  that  day  from  PcTUacda,  expres- 
sive of  the  attachment  of  the  inhabitants  to  the 
Spanish  Government ;  and,  upon  soHciliog  lands 
in  this  island,  stated  "  that  a  Judge  of  the  United 
States,  of  much  influence  and  talent,  had  come 
tt«re  with  a  trunk  of  British  lilies  to  lands  in  West 
Plorida,  with  wbicb  he  had  pledged  himself  to 
upset  all  the  grants  by  Spain  since  the  treaty  of 
1783." 

In  consequence  of  this  unexpected  and  very  un- 
pleasant duty,  and  the  still  greater  apprehension 
of  its  continuance,  I  have  determined  to  proceed 
this  momiug  into  the  country  to  see  the  Intendaot, 
and  ascertam  whether  he  has  any  thing  to  do  with 
the  archives,  and  obtain  an  order  that  the  proper 
officers  may  attend  to  their  immediate  arrange- 
ment and  delivery. 

By  the  enclosed  paper,  just  received,  it  will  be 
seen  that  General  Jackson  was,  on  the  27ih  of 
April,  at  New  Orleans. 

There  is  in  this  port  the  Kangaroo,  British  brig 
of  war,  from  surveying  the  Bahama  and  Florida 
keys:  a  vessel  of  that  nation  is  generally  here— I 
mean  public. 

1  remain,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

J.  a.  FORBES; 

Hon.  J.  Q,.  Adams,  Sed'rs/  of  State. 


foret 


Mr.  fbiitt  to  2fr.  Adami. 

Havana,  Map  14, 1^1. 

SiH'.  Pursuant  to  the  reaolntion  1  iuid  formi 
and  whick  I  had  the  honor  of  commoDicaiiog 
you  in  my  letter  of  the  IKh  insunt,  I  pioaieeded 
that  day  to  St.  Antonio,  about  twenty-aeren  mi 
distauL     An  cxceosiTely  hot  ride,  wiui  bad  hors 

tvenled  ma  from  waiting  on  the  Intendani  I 
_  te  the  next  day,  when  he  received  me  lery  wi 
and  aaeured  me  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  i 
way  of  despatching  me;  that  lie  would  wriu 
the  city  on  the  next  day  for  the  neceanry  pape 
which  would  be  »eni  him  on  the  mcceeding  di 
and  tkat  immediately  after  he  would  return  ib< 
completed.  AgreesblT  to  (his  calcalation,  1  oii{ 
to  have  the  archirei  ln>m  the  Intenilaaey  on  I 
16th  intiant,  and  shall  call  for  them  on  that  d 
acoerdiiigly. 

On  my  relDrn  to  tbe  city  I  waited  upon  I 
Qovertior,  aod  wia  tdd  by  his  interpt«iCT  that 
was  very  muck  engaged,  but  that  my  business  « 
progressing.  I  begged  him  to  acquaint  bis  Exc 
lency  ofmy  intanuon  toseebim  on  Monday,  (t 
day.)  I  went  accordingly,  and  met  at  the  di 
my  colleague,  the  Spanish  commissary,  who  : 
sured  me  that  every  thing  was  re*dy,  nad  wot 
be  signed  (Jtrmada)  this  day,  and  that  we  mi; 
so  to-morrow  or  the  next  day.  I  congratolai 
Eim,  as  well  as  myself,  upoa  tbe  oecaaioa,  bat  n 
neverthelets  detsrmined  to  see  his  ExeeUrat 
which  I  did  inttanlly. 

1  found  liim  much  oecvpied,  and,  after  some  ip 
liminary  cooversalioa  on  the  exeeasiw  heat,  rep 
sented  to  him  thatwehadbeenhereacoosidera 
lime,  that  the  hot  and  unhealthy  seascw  was  I 
ajvaacing,  and  that  I  htqied  he  would  desps 
us.  He  replied,  "  in  a  few  days."  1  asked,  "  h 
many  9"  and  observed^  that  a  vessel  was  ab 
Bsiliug  for  ibe  United  States  in  the  morning,  i 
that  1  wished  to  advise  my  Govetitineni  whe 
was  to  gc.  He  answered  that  he  would  give 
iMiltce.  Tbe  conversation  being  io  French, 
said  further,  "Eh,  bien,  ecrivez  que  ce  seta  di 
huit  ou  dix  jours  ou  qninze."  Upon  bis  obeo^ 
that  1  Bleared  surprised  at  such  a  distant  peri 
after  the  various  promiso,  or  rather  assertions 
had  made,  be  added,  "J'ai  besoin  de  quelq 
p«[Ners  de  dehors,  que  peurent  retiir  d'tin  jou 
I'antre;  el  d'aiUeurs,  je  suit  extrtmemeni  pn 
de  tout  cttit ;  un  courier  parlant  demaio  □ 
I'Espagne.  c'est  oblige  de  me  lever  tous  lei  ja 
&  ^uatre  neutes  du  matin,  et  travailler  jusq< 
minuit:  fort  heureuscmeni,  je  jouis  d'une  boj 

It  was  difficult  for  me  to  conoeal  my  dis 
paiatmeut ;  yet,  if  my  buainess  nqnired  any  o 
tion,  seaaible  of  tbe  perpl^ties  of  his  sitoai 
and  of  his  arduous  duties,  I  should,  on  coosidi 
tioo  of  them,  be  more  wilting  to  ascribe  the  \ 
ther  delay  to  them  rather  than  to  any  secret  id 
enee,  which  it  has  not  been  in  my  power  eitbe 
penetrate  or  detect. 

I  shall,  on  the  sailing  of  the  padiet/or  Sp 
if  encouraged  by  av  interview  with  tfat  Intendi 
address  a  note  to  his  Excellency  proposing 
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leave  the  archifes  until  the  return  of  the  Hornet, 
provided  he  will  despatch  me  immedi&tely  with 
Ibe  orders  of  the  Bub-goverDon  upon  the  Floridai. 

I  am,  bir,  with  great  respect,  ice^ 

JAMES  G.  FORBES. 

Hod.  J.  Q.  Adahs,  Ste'rp  of  Slalt. 


Mr.  Forbei  to  Mr.  Adan». 

Havana,  Mas  17, 1822. 
Sib  :  I  hare  the  honor  of  eaclosing  to  you  the 
copy  of  a  Letter,  dated  yesterday,  but  received  this 
forenoon,  from  Gorernor  Mahy.  The  packet  for 
Spain  is  expected  to  sail  ta-monow,  when  I  shall 
see  bis  Excellency  and  the  Inteadant^  and  urge 
with  both  of  them  the  fulGloienC  of  tbeir  promises 
to  despatch  me. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  rnipect,  &c., 

JAMES  G.  FORBES. 
Hon.  J.  Q.  Adahb,  Su^ry  of  State. 


Mat  16,  1821. 

That  the  Governor  had  observed  Mr.  Forbes's 
credentials  from  the  Presidentof  the  United  Slates, 
dated  at  Washington,  March  4, 1821,  and  which 
comprehend  the  second  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Friendship  and  Adjustment  of  Limits,  concluded, 
22d  February,  1819,  between  the  United  States 
and  His  Cainolic  Majesty,  in  virtue  of  which  the 
Spanish  Minister  at  Wasbinglon  had  transmitted 
to  the  Governor  the  royal  order, for  the  doe  exe- 
caiion  of  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty  ;  and  that 
the  President  had  authorized  Mr.  Forbes,  as  agent 
aod  commissary  of  the  United  States,  to  deOver 
to  him  (the  Governor)  the  said  royal  order,  to  the 
end  that  ibey  might,  in  concert,  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  delivering  up  by  the  Governor,  and 
by  such  other  persons  as  are  in  possession,  of  the 
archives  and  documents,  as  well  as  the  fulfilment 
of  the  other  stipnlatioos  of  the  said  treaty. 

With  respect  to  which,  and  to  what  is  presented 
in  the  aforesaid  second  article,  the  Governor  sends 
to  Mr.  Forbes  the  copy  of  the  royal  order  com* 
manicated  lo  the  Governmeut  and  Captain  Gen- 
eralship of  Cuba,  under  date  of  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1783,  by  the  Minister  of  the  Indies  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  aod  by  the  Count  de  Aranda, 
at  Versailles,  dated  the  19th  of  the  same  month 
aad  year,  on  which  the  ratifications  of  their  Ma- 
^esticM,  Catholic  and  Britannic,  were  exchanged, 
iDsertiogin  that  royal  order  the  articles  five,  seven, 
and  ten,  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  which 
irere  formed  at  Versailles  the  3d  ot  September  ■ 
this  bein^  an  authentic  document  found  in  the  ar 
cbivea  ot  Cuba,  relative  to  the  pr 
Ploridas,  to  which  the  said  second 
treaty  of  cession  refers. 

In  the  year  1819,  tiiere  were  sent  lo  Havana  from 
West  Florida  various  boxes  of  papers  of  the  ar- 1 
cbives  of  .that  province,  in  disorder,  and  without  | 
indexes,  the  registering  (r^wtrar)  or  examiaing  of  I 
firhich  will  require  time. 


Respecting  East  Florida,  where  there  ought  to 
be  found  alt  her  archives,  Governor  Mahy  would 
^'rect  that  Qovernor,  as  intrusted  by  him  with  the 
.-jportant  commission,  to  make  a  formal  delivery 
to  Mr.  Forbes  of  that  province,  as  well  as  of  the 
docnments  belonging  to  it.  A  similar  desMtch 
would  be  addressed  to  the  commandant  of  West 
Florida. 

Don  Pedro  de  Alva,  admiuisirator  of  the  post 
office  inPensacola,  and  comptroller  of  the  military 
hospital,  now  reiarning  to  his  post,  will  be  charged 
with  the  despatch  for  the  delivery  of  West  Florida, 
which  despatch  he  is  to  put  into  the  hands  of 
commandant,  and  afterward*  he  will  proceed 
with  the  despatch  for  the  commandant  of  the  east- 
""-  province. 


Mr.  fbrfcs  to  Mt.  Adami. 

Havana,  JUa]/ 22,  1831. 
By  the  letters  which  I  bad  the  honor  of 
addressing  lo  you,  under  date  of  the  14tb  and  17th 
instant,  you  will  perceive  that  I  had  enlerlained 
great  hopes  of  being  despatched,  and  bad  relied 
upon  the  influence  of  the  Intendant.  Agreeably 
to  that  of  the  17lh,  I  had  made  an  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Layalla,  an  emioeot  counsellor  and 
friend  of  the  Intendant,  to  urge  his  immediate  at- 
tention to  my  earnest  solicitations.  In  the  morn- 
ing he  called  at  the  office  with  that  view,  and  we 
learned,  to  our  mortification  and  grief,  tbat  the 
Intendant  bad  received  a  paralytic  stroke,  which 
deprived  him  of  his  speech.  Thus  the  hand  of 
Providence  had  interfered  to  thwart  my  most  san- 
guine expectations,  as,  on  the  succeeding  day,  the 
Sreatest  human  efforts  were  tinavailing,  and  he 
ied,  much  lamented  by  all  Americans,  to  whom 
he  was  considered  an  invaluable  friend. 

I  waited  oo  the  same  day  upon  the  Govemot, 
and  received  his  usual  assurance  that,  as  soon  as 
the  packet  sailed,  I  should  be  despatched.  The 
funeral,  which  was  of  great  pomp  and  ceremoDjr, 
I  attended,  and  at  which  I  exchanged  a  salute  with 
the  Governor ;  it  engaged  the  public  attention  the 
whole  of  yesterday,  so  that  on  this  day  I  presented 
myself  to  the  successor  of  the  Intendant,  before 
whom  the  secretary  ^aced  the  i^smia  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  Floridas.  They  appeared  to  be  fevr,  and 
within  a  loose  sheet,  (cMiniM  dt  bvreaa.)  He  in- 
quired what  had  passed  between  the  late  InlendaDt 
and  myself;  upon  hearing  which,  and  upon  my 
urging  despalcQ,  he  said,  "that  the  matter  was 
new  to  him,  and  tbat  be  must  require  to-morravr 
or  next  day  lo  investigate  it"  From  thence  1  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Ooveuoi's,  and  was  informed  that 
be  wa«  out  soliciting,  from  house  to  hoijse,  sub- 
scriptions for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
burnt  village  of  St.  Antonio. 

I  was  the  more  anxious  to  see  his  Excellent  to- 
day, as  the  steam  ship,  by  which  this  goes,  ofiered 
a  favorable  opportuoiiy  of  addressing  you.  I  re- 
turned to  the  palace.  The  Governor,  who  appear- 
[eil  oveil^elmed  with  business,  apologised  for 
I  keenir  ^  me  so  long,  showed  me  some  ot  the  Luge 
[  packets  made  op  for  Pensacola,  said  they  wete 
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making  copiei,  and  ibftt  ihe  day  a,tla 
h«  hoped  to  give  me  frte  {franqueza.)  I  then  i«- 
minded  him  of  his  promiie  to  give  me  the  dapli' 
catc  order  to  send  to  East  Florida ;  he  told  me 
that  be  bad  a  merchantman.  I  propoced  and 
urved,  as  moU  expedieot,  that  1  should  forirard 
it  by  an  officer  of  the  Uoited  States;  to  which  he 
assented.  I  hare,  tberefore,  put  in  reouiutioD, 
by  letter  to  Captain  Read,  the  United  'States 
■cbooner  Nonsocb,  Lieutenant  Tamer,  now  h etc, 
by  which  I  propose  to  send  the  dnplicate,  under 
coTer,  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  United 
Slatea  troops  at  Amelia  Island,  subject  to  snch 
orderi  as  yoa  or  General  Jackson  may  transmit 
to  him.    I  am,  dbc. 

JAMES  G.  FORBES. 
Hon.  J.  Q.  Ai>Aua,  Stc'ry  of  Sate. 

Mr.  Fbrbtt  to  Mr.  Adams. 

Havaka,  ^fofSS,  1S21. 
Sir  :  The  steamship  Robert  Pulton  sailed  yes- 
terday for  Charleston  wilb  the  letter  of  that  date, 
wbien  I  had  the  honor   of  addressing  to  you. 
Since  which  I  have  received  one  from  the  secre- 


to  East  Florida,  to  pay  the  troops;  which  sums 
would  have  been  doubled  under  the  late  laiend- 
ant.  1  have  answered  that  I  would  cheerfully  do 
this  if  they  would  ship  them  without  delay,  say 
in  equal  sums,  in  the  Hornet  and  Nonsuch.  Cajy- 
tain  Read  is  indisposed — I  hope  not  seriously. 


Hon.  J.  a.  AoAlia,  Sec'ry  ofSaie. 

Mr.  torbet  to  Mr.  Adataa. 

Havana,  Xhs  28, 1821. 

Sir:  From  the  convention  with  the  Oorernor, 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  d«Nuling  to  you  in 
my  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  it  was  natural  to 
suppose  that  on  the  34th  I  would  have  been  de- 
spatched. 

I  waited  upon  his  Bxceliency  to  remind  him  of 
bis  promise,  but  he  appeared  to  have  forgotten  it, 
and  again  mentioned  pTts%  of  business,  and  the 
term  of  "  pocos  dias."  which  became  more  fami- 
liar than  reconcileable  to  me.  He  had  just  re- 
ceived B  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Fensacola, 
which  he  showed  me,  staling  an  inquiry  on  the 
port  of  General  Jackson  as  to  the  delivery  of  the 
mtivinoe.  The  sub-govemor,  in  forwardiog  the 
Qenenl's  letter  and  his  answer,  ariced  for  orders, 
which  his  Excellency  was  abont  sending,  aiM 
ofieied  to  take  any  letters  from  me ;  but  I  replied 
that  the  best  commnnieatton  1  could  make  to  him 
would  be  in  person.  He  remarked  that  he  thought 
ovr  General  "avoit  la  iCte  montCe." 

I  addressed  the  Governor  ttie  letter,  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith,  marked  B,  to  which  I  received, 
on  the  26th,  the  answer,  copy  alio, 'S^jked  C; 
apoa  the  receipt  of  which,  I  called  upon  ^^  is  Ex- 
cellency, and  was  met  by  an  afiiible  apology  for 


Saturday  was  general  post  day,  the  day  after  Sn 
day,  be  would  positively  despatch  me  on  the  « 
ceeding  day,  (the  present.)  1  could  not  but  i 
quieeee.  However,  alter  learning  iu  coofereDi 
that  there  would  be  no  archives  ready,  I  immc' 
alely.  on  letiting,  addressed  him  the  letter, 
whicn  a  copy  is  enclosed,  marked  D,  to  whicl 
have  not  yet  received  an  answer  in  writing ;  b 
□n  calling  at  the  Qovenior's,  was  told  it  had  be 
writlea,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  orAen  to  i 
sub-governors  of  the  Ftoridas,  but.  on  a  revlsii 
there  was  some  expression  which  nis  ExccIIcd 
thought  proper  to  alter,  and  on  which  account 
could  nut  be  handed  to  me  before  to-morrow,  wl 
I  should  positwdy  be  despatched.  ]  hope,  the 
fore,  that,  the  money  being  on  board,  my  next « 
be  from  the  offing,  and  put  in  charge  of  CapU 
Turner,  of  the  Non«ich,  who  will  ^rward  ii  i 
mediately  to  the  United  States,  whither  he 
proceeding,  after  landing  the  Spanish  CommisK 
and  specie  at  St.  Augustine,  and  after  deliveri 
my  desNich  to  the  commaadiog  oflicer  of  i 
United  States  troops  at  Amelia. 

I  aKi,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c. 

JAMES  G.  FORBES 

Hon.  J.  Q- Adams,  SK*ryo/S(afe. 


Tht  Captain  GaurtU  of  Cuba  to  Mr.  Faiia. 
UAVAHA,ifiiy86,lS21. 

Sir  :  I  acknowledge  the  i«ceipt  of  yonr  offic 
letter  of  tbc  Hth  etment,  in  wbicn,  among  v»Tt< 
reflections  which  it  conttias,  I  am  requested, 
soon  as  possible,  to  complete  Ihe  delivery  of  < 
Flotidas.  Yoa  catt  safflcienily  testify  my  desi 
for  the  eonclosion  of  this  business,  and  in  my  I 
conference  I  showed  that  it  would  be  in  a  I 
days  after.  Consideriog  that  the  stipulation 
the  treaty  grants  six  months  for  its  completi 
and  three  have  already  elapecd,  as  yoa  menti 
it  does  not  depend  upon  delays  on  ttw  part  oft 
Captaincy  General  j  and,  desirosa  to  give  fntt 
prooft  of  the  good  intention  of  this  Goremm 
in  falflllingtb*  said  royal  order,  I  have  nomini 
the  AtiditOTOf  War  of  the  province  of  East  F 
ida,  who  is  at  present  there  with  bis  license,  i 
ought  to  be  present  at  the  driiv«y,  to  convey 
proper  order  to  (be  Governor ;  in  which  uni 
standing  I  should  think  thai  he  mi)^t  be  eonre 
in  the  veasd  which  you  tell  me  would  be  deiii 
for  that  service.  Thus  I  have  answered  yoar! 
official  letter. 

I  remain,  with  the  highest  conaidet«tion,  : 
pray  God  to  preserve  yon  many  years. 

NICffOLAS  MAm 


Mr.  Forbu  to  Goptraor  Maif, 

Havaxa,  May  Si,  1821 

Most  Excellent  Sir  ;  I  have  bad  the  bo 

of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  1 

instant,  a^nowledging  the  receipt  by  my  ha 

of  the  royal  order  for  the  delivery  of  the  Plori 
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to  th«  OoverDnMDl  of  ihe  Uaited  Smtea,  adriain^ 
me  that  measures  are  taking  for  the  Jelitery  of  tbe 
a  rehires,  and  for  the  further  executioaof  the  treaty 
between  the  two  GoFernments,  and  enclosing  to 
me  copies  of  the  fifth,  sevenlb,  &ai  teolh  articles 
or  the  definiiire  treaty  of  peace  oetweeu  Spain  aad 
Great  BritaJa  ia  17S3. 

In  the  first  interview,  your  Excellency  was 
pleased  to  manirest  a  readiness  to  despatch  toe  with 
the  requisite  documents  in  a  few  days,  or  as 
soon  as  the  convoy  for  Spain  had  sailed,  which 
was  immediately  communicated  in  corresponding 
terms  to  the  President  of  the  Uaited  Slale^who 
has  relied,  accordingly,  upon  its  execution.  Since 
then,  a  period  of  near  five  weeks  has  elapsed,  du- 
ring which  erery  day  has  appeared  to  nave  in- 
creased your  Excellency's  avocations. 

While  your  Excellency  has  been  incessantly  en- 
gaged is  performing  the  arduous  duties  of  his  [your] 
important  and  highly  responsible  station,  it  has 
fallen  to  my  humUe  lot  to  be  only  tbe  idle  specta- 
tor of  the  ravages  of  tbe  climate,  and,  in  coniem- 
plaiio^  theJr  secret  and  rapid  progress,  to  flaUer 
mysell  with  the  hope  of  emharking  so  as  to  rescue 
the  officers  and  crews  of  the  ships  from  tiieir  fatal 

As  three  months  of  a  favorable  season  hare 
passed  away  in  preiimiaaty  measures,  and  as  it  ap- 
pears uncertain  when  tbe  archives  here  of  the 
Floridas  can  be  delivered  over  to  me,  I  crave  the 
reference  aeain  of  your  Excellency  to  my  last  des- 
patch, confirming  the  various  reasons  offered  in 
conference  for  my  early  departure,  and  therefore 
propose  that  if  any  further  researches  should  be 
necessary  for  tbe  discovery  of  the  said  archives, 
ibey  might  be  delivered  when  more  convenient  to 
tbe  Spaoisb  Government;  that  I  should  beallo  wed 
lo  proceed  immediately  to  West  Florida  with  the 
commissary  appointed  to  carry  the  final  order  lo 
the  sub-gorernar  there;  and,  lastly,  that  a  dupli- 
cate order  be  nven  at  once,  as  agreed  upon,  to  the 
Governor  of  East  Florida,  for  the  delivery  of  that 
province  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  together  with  the  archives  which  are 
declared  to  be  on  the  spot :  which  last  order  1  will, 
-with  your  Excellency's  permission,  despatch  im- 
ixudiately  br  a  public  offleer  of  the  United  States. 

I  BID,  witD  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideia- 
tion,  &c.  JAMES  G.  FORBES, 

Ctmmimrtry  and  Agent  i^the  If.  S. 

His  Exc'y  Dob  Nicboi^b  Mahy. 


Don  Juan  Jf^fom,  dt  ArwAa  t«  Mr.  Forbti. 
Mat  2S,  1621. 

Sir:  Tbe lolendantadtAtoriffl commands  me 
ask  yon  whether  or  not  it  will  be  inconvenient 
I  raoaporl  on  hoard  the  vessel  of  your  nation  twenty 
I  tiousand  dollars,  which  be  wishes  to  remit  for  tbe 
d  isposal  of  the  Governors  of  the  two  Floridas — ten 
[hoosand  to  Penaacola,  and  ten  thousand  to  St, 
Augtaiine— in  the  supposition  that  the  ship  will 
^o  to  dtJwr  of  those  jMrta. 

This  quantity  being  prKisely  destined  for  tbe 
assistance  of  tlM  ttoopa  of  hoth  garriaona,  and  ' 


the  purpose  of  avoiding  particular  agreements 

when  tbe  comi^eiLoa  of  the  treaty  between  both 
Powers  takes  effect,  the  said  Intendant  ad  itiieHia 

IS  no  doubt  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 

imply  with  this  service  in  the  spirit  of  harmony 

id  consequent  frieodship- 

I  have  the  lionor  lo  express  my  hope  of  your 
answer,  and  therefore  to  offer  myself  to  your  dis- 
posal, as  yonr  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 
JUAN  NEPOM.  DE  AROCHA. 


Mr.  Forbti  to  Gocemer  Mahy. 

Havasa,  May  36,  1821. 
ioBT  Excellent  Sib  :  I  had  the  honor  of  re- 
ceiving your  Excellency's  letter  of  this  date,  in- 
forming roe  of  the  appointment  of  the  Auditor  of 
Wa^  ot  the  province  of  East  Florida  to  become 
the  bearer  of  your  Excellency'i>  orders  on  the  sub- 
governors  of  that  province  for  its  delirery,  in  form, 
to  the  coastitnted  authoriiies  of  the  United  State*, 
and  renewing  to  me  your  Excellency's  diipooiiion  . 
~~  despatch  me  in  a  few  days. 

Theaccidenlal  arrival  here  of  the  United  States 
schooner  Nonsuch  enables  me  to  meet  the  views 
of  the  Spanish  Government,  by  putting  her  in 
requisition  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  some  spe- 
cie of  the  Intendant,  as  well  as  of  conveying  said 
officer;  she  therefore  awaits  your  Excellency's 
despatches. 

1  beg  leave  to  know  if  I  understood  your  Eicel- 
lency  to  say.  in  conference  to-day,  that  the  archives 
of  West  Florida,  which  are  in  the  public  offices 
here,  are  of  a  character  involving  importance  only 
lo  Spain:  that,  in  the  further  examination  of 
them,  such  as  interest  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  should  be  set  apart  and  transmitted  lo 
onr  QoveromenL 

It  would  be  agreeable  to  me,  also,  to  have  from 
your  Excellency  copies  of  the  orders  transmitted 
by  him  to  the  sub-governors  of  the  Floridas, 
touching  their  delivery  to  the  United  Slates. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  G.  FORBES. 

His  Exc'y  Governor  Mary,  &C. 


Mr.  ForfiM  to  Stior  Jvan  Nepom.  de  AroAa. 
Havana,  Iby  23,  1831. 
Sib  :  I  had  the  hoaor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  this  date,  desiring,  on  tbe  part  of  toe  Intendant, 
that  the  ship  of  war  of  tbe  Uniwd  Stales  shoutd 
convey  to  the  Floridas  twenty  thousand  dollars 
OB  account  of  the  Spanish  Oorernment. 

Please  lo  assure  the  Intendant  that  it  affords  me 
much  pleasure  to  accord  with  his  wishes,  and  that, 
in  the  same  spirit  of  accommodation  and  friendly 
intercourse  wnich  o)^ht,aiid  1  hope  may  always, 
suiMiit  between  the  American  and  Spaniah  Got* 
ernments,  tbe  money  shall  be  taken  on  board  the 
Hornet  for  Peosacola,  and  the  Nonsuch  for  9t. 
Augustine ;  but  my  duty  prescribes  that  no  furlho' 
delay  can  be  the  consequence.  I  have,  &c. 
JAMES  G.  FORBES, 
'^  Conminary  and  Agent  of  tht  U.S. 
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Mr.  Forbtt  to  Mr.  Adaiiu. 
Hornet,  off  H*vaka,  May  30,  1821. 

Sir  ;  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you, 
on  the  28rh  insisnt,  1  have  received  an  answer 
from  the  Governor  to  my  letter  of  ihaC  date,  enclo- 
Btog  copies  of  his  ordem  to  the  sub-g^overnore  of  the 
Floiidas,  and  declaring  tbat  the  archives  should 
be  transmitted  to  the  Govetoroent  of  the  United 
States  as  soon  as  they  were  seLecied. 

Immediately  on  reading  the  orders  just  referred 
to,  I  perceived  that  the  su&governors  were  directed 
to  deliver  the  provinces  to  me ;  1  therefore  waited 
upon  his  Excellency,  and  requested  that  he  would 
insert  "to  the  cotittituttd  authoritiet  of  the  United 
Statet;"  to  which  he  readily  assented,  hut  said,  as 
the  despatches  were  writteoj  it  would  require  a 
particular  order,  which  he  issued,  aod  of  which 
copies  are  herewith,  together  with  those  written 
under  date  of  the  5lh  instant. 

The  Governor,  who  was  exceedingly  polite,  in- 
vited Captaiax  Read  and  Turner  and  my  self  to  din- 
ner, at  which  I  aloue  attended ;  and  after  which 
be  gave  the  new  instrucctoDs  in  relation  to  the  de- 
livery. He  asked  if  I  was  now  satisfied.  1  men- 
tioned a  further  wish  that  he  had  been  more  pointed 
to  the  Gorernors  as  to  the  period  of  evacuation, 
and  urged  the  season  as  one  which  would  expose 
the  Spanish  Iroons  to  much  delay  and  inconveni- 
ence. He  said  he  knew,  from  General  Jackson's 
character,  that  he  was  impatient,  but  that  the  treaty 
was  of  considerable  importance,  now  happily  and 
formally  concluded;  and  he  hoped- that  all  regard 
would  be  paid  to  its  happy  conclusion ;  that  the 
Governors  would  use  all  due  diligence. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  saying,  at  last,  that  I 
embarked  this  morning  with  the  Sfnnish  commis- 
sary, hnt  that  the  one  for  St.  Augustine,  just  ap- 
pointed, will  not  be  able  to  proceed  in  the  Nonsuch 
until  the  day  after  to-morrow.  I  have  preferred 
leaving  him,  to  a  moment's  unnecessary  delay,  on 
my  part,  for  the  delivery  of  West  Florida. 

I  have  addressed  a  copy  of  the  orders  of  which 
he  is  the  bearer  to  Colonel  Bankhead,  or  com- 
manding officer  at  Amelia,  subject,  as  before  men- 
tioned, to  such  directions  as  he  should  receive  from 
the  Department,  or  from  General  Jackson,  as  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Territory. 

It  has  been  a  source  of^regret  uid  vexation  to 
me  to  have  met  with  this  unforeseen  detention, 
but  I  hope  aod  trust  th»t  you  will  have  perceived, 
in  the  course  of  my  agency,  that  every  exettion 
has  been  used,  and  that  the  delay  nuy  be  attribu- 
ted more  to  a  tardiness  inherent  ia  (hose  with 
whom  I  have  had  lo  do,  than  to  any  political  or 
commercial  advantage  expected  to  be  derived  ixaca 
it  by  specutatioD.  The  authorities  here  consider 
it  a  prompt  dttpaUh ! 

I  request  your  aiiention  to  my  draft  of  this  date 
infarorof  Bdiessn.Gatiemz&MOTlaDd  Tor  S390, 
chargeable  lo  my  aceount. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &e. 

JAMES  G.  FORBES. 

Hon.  J.  ^  Anuie, 

Stertiary  ofStaU. 


Order  <t^  the  Ooeenior  Gaunt  <tf  Cuba  Jiir  On  diHa 
of  the  Floridiu. 

H&VAK*,  Map  5, 1831. 
The  time  having  arrived  for  beginning  to  1i 
the  necessary  measures  for  the  evacuation  of  W< 
Florida,  at  present  under  your  command,  to  ma 
formal  delivery  of  il  to  the  authorized  commisi 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  Scales,  citij 
James  O.  Forbes,  within  the  space  of  six  moot! 
or  sooner  if  possible,  counting  from  the  23d 
February  last,  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  I 
ratifications  of  the  treaty  formed  between  tbe  f 
Powers,  I  have  resolved  lo  charge  yon  with  I 
execution  of  this  important  commission  with  I 
brevity  and  order  which  it  demands,  and  I 
ihe  good  event  of  which  I  forwarded  to  you  st 


(o  have  served  to  dispose  each  branch  to  have  be 
arranged  as  an  object  so  interesting  deman 
You  will  have,  (bercfore,  to  agree  with  the  co 
missary  of  the  Gh>vernmeot  of  the  United  Sii 
on  Ihe  mode  of  transporting  the  troops,  munitioi 
effects,  &«.,  according  to  ihe  articles  of  ibe  ireai 
a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  and  which  will  gi 
informattoQ  on  the  subject.  The  detachments 
each  corps  will  be  reunited  under  the  command 
the  chief,  or  its  senior  officer,  taking  all  the  p 
cantions  which  you  -think  convenient  for  ma 
taining  good  order  in  thts  delicate  circumstani 
At  the  moment  of  giving  possession  of  that  eon 
try,  and  of  qnitting  it,  Irecommead  to  you  to 
wnat  you  can  for  apportioning  to  ihe  famil: 
whtch  may  wish  to  be  transferred  lo  this  isla 
all  the  means  which  may  be  in  your  power,  a 
the  necessary  protection  which  I  mysdf  have 
licited  from  tbe  said  commissary  in  bis  kindui 
manifesting  on  my  part  how  agreeable  it  woi 
be,  as  they  come  to  live  amongst  our  people. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

NICOLAS  MAHY 

To  the  COMMAKOEB  ad  inlerim  Wett  FZmida 

AMtiiauA  w4et  pt  t\«  iMieery  of  Weil  Florid 

H*v*ti*,  May  27,  1821 

Although  il  is  expressed  in  tbe  order  for  ihc' 

livery  of  the  province  under  your  command 

Don  James  G.   Forbes,  the  commissioned  agi 

of  the  United  Slates  to  that  effect,  it  ought  als« 

be  understood  that,  in  case  of  any  accident  h: 

pening  to  that  gentleman,  (which  God  forbid,^ 

shall  oe  delivered  to  the  authorities  of  the  s 

United  States,  legally  constituted,  who  may  f 

sent  themselves  to  you  for  the  completing  of  ■ 

afore-cited  order. 

God  preserve  you  many  vean. 

NICOLAS  MAHY 

Additional  order  for  Eatt  Florida,  (tHe  original, 
Jlrttj  beiitg  the  tame  for  Mh  provincei.) 

Havana,  Maf  29,  1821 

In  Ihe  order  which  1  addreaaed  lo  you  for  I 

delivery  of  the  provinca  under  your  oomroaDd 

is  not  expretsea  lo  whom  it  ahouU  be  giran ; 
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vill  be  nndentood  thai  it  aball  be  (he  anthorities 
of  the  United  Stales,  legally  constituted,  who  majr 
present  tbemaelvea  to  you  Tor  il«  coDipletioa. 

God  preserve  you  matiy  years. 

NICHOLAS  MAHY. 

To  the  GovERNOB  0/ Bast  Florida. 

ColontI  Bvtkr  to  tht  Stcnlary  0/  Stait. 

6t.  AnoDariMB,  Kast  Plohida, 
Jviy  13,  1B2I. 

Sm :  i  fatve  hatided  orer  to  Major  Cross,  for 
your  esamiiMtion,  a  book  contaJDiDg  copiea  of  the 
official  correxpondence  which  resuHed  in  the  re- 
ception end  occu^Qcy  of  this  province. 

Y  OD  will  likewise  reeeire,  herewith,  the  official 
documeiit  of  the  interchange  of  authority,  which 
wfts  fonnally  executed  at  the  period  when  the 
American  and  Spanish  flags  were  flying  on  the 
standard. 

Yoa  hare  enckwed  a  commanieatioa  and  docu- 
ment aecompaDied,  from  the  Bpanish  CcmmiS' 
sioaer,  whiofa  I  have  ioformed  him  has  been  refer- 
red to  the  Amertean  Oorernmeni  for  decision,  on 
the  subject  of  sereral  pieces  of  artillery  at  Amelia 
Island. 

The  archives  relating  to  private  property  are  so 
numcroDS  that  it  would  be  an  endless  task  to  hare 
them  transcribed ;  and  I  therafore  claimed  them 
Bs  they  were,  and  1  deemed  it  of  great  importance 
to  particularize,  as  you  will  find  from  my  letter 
of  the  3d  inaiaDt,  and  nambereit  26,' owing  to  my 
receiving  information  that  a  large  portion  of  these 
docuinenta  were  packed  for  transportation.  This 
letter  had  the  effect  of  keeping  alt  the  documents 
here  uolil  your  decision  is  made  with  tho  Spanish 
antborilie*. 

Tbe  documents  are  forwarded  by  Major  Cross, 
on  the  port  of  the  Spanish  CommissiODer,  Co  the 
Minister  at  Washington,  from  which  you  will  be 
enabled  (o  settle  the  points  left  open  with  them 

J  shall  be  gratiSed  to  receive  a  communicatiou 
frocD  fon,  if  my  services  in  this  Instance  have  cor- 
responded with  the  interests  of  nij  oountrv. 

As  I  have  not  been  informed  of  what  allowance 
will  be  BUlhorized  as  a  compensation  for  the  duty 
which  I  have  performed,  will  yon  be  hind  enough 
to  give  me  the  necessary  information  on  this  sub- 
ject, directed  to  Pensacola? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

ROBERT  BUTl^R,  V.  S.  Om'r. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adahb,  Ste'ry  of  State. 

NoTB. — I  am  itui  Informed  by  tbe  Spanish  Com- 
missioner ibat  his  documents  will  not  be  sent  by 
Major  Cross,  but  will  be  traotmiited  immediately 
by  another  conveyance.  R.  B. 

Jet  t^  CtuiM  0/ £aH  FMda. 
Id  tbe  place  of  St.  Augnatine,  and  on  the  tenth 
duy  ot  July,  eighteen  hunilred  and  twenty-one, 
Dmi  JoaeCog^nger,  colonel  of  the  national  anaies, 
and  cKHnDussmaer  appointed  bjr  bin  Excellency 
i&e  Captaui  Oenerat  01  the  islana  of  Cuba,  to  make 


a  formal  delivery  of  the  said  place  and  prorince 
of  East  Florida  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales  of  Araeriea,  by  virtne  of  the  treatv  of  ces- 
sion concluded  at  Washington,  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
Toary,  eighieen  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  the 
royal  schedule  of  delivery  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
October  of  the  last  year,  annexed  to  the  documents 
mentioned  in  tbe  certificate,  that  form  a  heading 
to  these  instrumeutH :  in  testimony  thereof,  and 
the  acMoiant  general  of  the  southern  division  of 
said  States.  Colonel  Don  Robert  Butler,  dnly 
authorized  by  the  aforesaid  GoTernmenl  to  receive 
the  some :  We  having  had  several  conferences,  in 
order  to  carry  into  effect  our  respective  commis- 
sions, as  will  appear  .by  our  official  communica- 
tions ;  and  having  received  by  the  latter  the  docu- 
ments, inventories,  and  plans,  appertaining  to  tbe 
property  and  sovereignty  of  the  Spanish  natioa 
held  in  the  province,  and  in  its  adjacent  island 
depending  thereon,  with  the  sites,  public  squares^ 
vacant  lands,  public  edifices,  forlificaliont,  and 
other  works,  not  being  private  property,  and  the 
same  having:  been  preceded  by  the  arrangements 
and  formalities  that,  for  the  fcreaiei  SDlemniiy  of 
the  important  fact,  they  have  judged  proper,  there 
has  been  verified,  at  lour  o'clock  on  the  eveninfr 
of  this  day,  the  complete  and  personal  delivray  ol 
the  fortifications,  and  all  else  of  this  aforesaid 
province,  to  the  commissioner,  officers,  and  troops 
of  the  United  States,  and.  in  consequence  ihereofl 
having  embarked  for  the  Havana  the  military  and 
civil  officers  and  Spanish  troops  in  the  Amerlcsn 
transports  provided  for  this  purpose,  the  Spanish 
authorities  having  this  moment  ceased  tfaeexercise 
of  their  functions,  and  those  appointed  by  the 
American  Government  having  begun  theirs,  duly 
noting  that  we  have  transmitted  to  our  Govern- 
ments the  doubts  oceurrinR'  whether  the  artillery 
ousht  to  be  comprehended  in  the  fortifications ; 
and  if  the  public  archives  rela^ng  to  private  prop- 
erty ought  to  remain  and  be  delivered  to  the  Ame- 
rican Government  by  virtue  of  the  cession;  and 
that  there  remain  in  the  fortifies  lions,  until  the 
aforesaid  resolution  is  made,  the  artillery,  muni- 
tions, and  implements  specified  in  a  particular  in- 
ventory, awaiting  on  these  points,  and  the  others 
appearing  in  question  in  our  eorrespoDdeooe,  the 
superior  decision  of  our  respective  Govemmenta, 
and  which  is  to  have,  whatever  may  betherestdl, 
the  moat  rdigiouB  compliance  at  an^  timethalit 
may  arrive,  and  which  the  possession  that  at  pre- 
sent appears  given  shall  not  serve  as  an  obstacle. 
In  testimony  of  which,  and  that  this  may  at  all 
times  serve  as  an  expressive  and  formal  receipt  in 
this  act,  we,  the  sutMcHbing  eommissjoners,  sign 
four  instruments  of  tbe  same  tenor,  in  the  Baglith 
and  Spanish  languages,  at, the  abov»-men(ioned 
place,  and  said  day,  month,  and  year. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

JOSE  COPFINGBR. 

ColontI  BviUr  to  Che  Hecntarg  of  State. 

St.  AnanariNE,  Jant  20, 1831. 
Sin :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon  that  the 
nndeiBtan  ding  which  at  present  exists  between  tlw 
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on  ibe  put  of 
.at>Ke  of  Ab^ 


Ooveraor  who  ia  the  commiBsioaet  on 
Spain,  and  myself,  is,  that  the  exchanj,  ^ 

will  be  effected  on  or  about  the  1st  of  July,  9.nA  in 
a  manaer  which  I  trust  will  be  deemed  satisfactoif 
by  mv  Qorernment. 

I  shall  avail  royadf  of  the  earlieil  onMHtunUy 
after  tbai  event  to  give  you  id  detail  the  whole  of 
the  piooeedinga  on  that  lubjrct. 

I  wa*  iodnced  to  believe,  fnxa  information  re- 
eetved  toiae  time  sioee,  (hat  the  proviuons  dea- 
tiJMd  to  sobaist  (be  Bpanisli  forces  to  the  Havatu 
kaj  anired  at  Amelia  Hand,  aod  I  therefore  gave 
aa  Older  for  tbeir  delivery  to  the  officer  coraraand' 
ing  tbe  detachment  destined  to  occupy  tbe  fortreat 
at  liua  ^ee.  A  partial  sufiply  only  was  deliT- 
end,  and  (bat  out  of  the  supply  for  the  troops  at 
tbat  plaoe.  I  have  therefore  despatched  a  (lan*- 
^rt  to  Amelia  to  procure  the  supply  necessary,  and, 
if  lUM  in  store,  to  purchase  such  as  may  be  want' 
in^.  I  am  without  any  advice*  Irom  tbe  Com- 
missary Qenenl'ii  department  an  this  subjecL 

I  have  the  bonor  to  be,  A«. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

Hon.  J.  a.  Adahb,  St^ry  0/8M1. 


Depabtmext  or  State, 

WaMngtoa,  March  12, 1821. 

Sib:  By  direction  of  the  Prwideni  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  I  have  tbe  honor  of  transmicting  Co  you 
three  commissions : 

1.  As  commissioiier  to  receive  possession  of  the 
proTiucea  of  Kast  and  West  FWtda,  conformably 
to  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  Spain; 
concluded  on  the  22d  of  ^bruary,  1819. 

3.  AsGovernorof  the  whole  territories  of  which 
possession  is  to  be  thus  taken. 

3.  As  ccramisuonn  vested  with  special  and 
eUnordinBry  powers,  conformably  to  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty,  and  to  tbe  act  of  Congress 
for  carryii^  tbe  same  into  execution ;  co^es  of 
both  of  wtueh  are  also  among  tbe  endostUM  with 
this  letter. 

Together  with  the  Spanish  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  ther«  was  transmitted  to  the  Spanisli  Min- 
ister at  this  place  a  royal  order  to  the  Captain 
Oeneral  and  Governor  of  the  island  of  Cuba  fot 
delivering  jKwsession  of  tbe  pravinces  of  Sasi  and 
West  Florida,  according  to  the  atipulatione  of  tbe 
aeooiMl  article  of  the  Irealv. 

Colonel  James  Q.  Forties  has  been  appointed 
by  the  President  agent  and  commissary  to  ddirer 
this  royal  order  to  the  Governor  of  Cuba,  to  con- 
cert  and  arrange  with  him  the  eiiecatioa  at  it, 
and  to  receive  asy  docaments  or  archives  which 
may  be  at  the  Hbvbub,  and  which  are  stipulated 
to  be  ddivered  by  this  article.  A  copj;  of  his 
instrnctions  is  herewith  enclosed,  by  which  you 
will  perceive  that  he  is  to  deliver  over  to  yon  all 
such  docaments  or  archives  as  he  may  receive 
at  the  Havana.  It  is  desirable  that  those  relating 
to  each  of  the  two  ptovincea  should  be  kept  dis- 
tinct from  noh  otb«r,  and  that  this  QorennwDt 


ihould  be  informed  ^crally  of  theii  ehancw 
and  quantity. 

Colonel  Forbes  is  to  take  passage  at  New  Yott 
in  the  United  Stales  sloop  of  war  Hornet,  C^i- 
lain  Read ;  and,  on  artlTing  at  Pessacola,  is  10 
give  you  immediate  notice,  that  you  maj  reptit 
thither  to  receive  possession  of  tliat  pUce.  Tht 
Hornet  is  to  remiun  there  to  escort  tbe  trsn^^ii 
in  which  the  Spanish  officers  and  Iroapa  tad  ilicr 
baiunge  are  to  be  conveyed  to  the  HsTaos. 

The  Spanish  Minister  has  expressed  1  (Inia; 
wish  that  no  troops  of  tbe  United  States  mi]'  k 
introduced  iDio  Peosacola  or  St.  Augustine ualil 
after  the  evacuation  of  those  of  Spain.  TlK«b- 
ject  of  this  request  being  to  avoid  soy  pudiUe 
uopJeasant  aiteroalions  between  the  soldierseribc 
two  nations,  the  President  thinks  it  reasostUeiD 
comply  with  it,  unless  you  should  be  of  opium 
that  it  will  be  attended  with'  ineonveoieDec.  li 
that  event,  he  relies  tbat  you  will  take  ercn 
measure  of  precaoiion  which  may  be  aeeemrj  10 
giMrd  against  any  such  collisi<«u  betwera  ilu 
soldiers;  and  be  trusts  with  confidence  ihu,  u 
every  arrangement  for  the  evacuation,  the  nioixi 
delicacy  wul  be  observed  to  avoid  evety  tlii^ 
which  might  tend  to  wound  the  feelings  of »«« 
tbe  Spanish  officers,  soldiari,  or  subjccu,  who  to 

It  is  the  President's  desire  that  you  sbntid  «p- 
poiat  General  Gaines,  or  such  other  officer »  fou 
may  deem  expedient,  to  receive  pasMMios  of  Sl 
AugUitine ;  and  tbat  the  same  insttiKdona  iknild 
be  applied  to  the  e^cecution  of  that  setiiu.  Tbe 
United  States  hrig  Enterprise  or  schoooHporpDiie 
will  be  ordered  to  proceed,  to  that  place  to  esmt 
the  transports  which  are  to  convey  tbe  Spssiib 
officers  and  troops  thence  to  tbe  Havaai.  Tiu 
care  of  providing  the  transpotls  at  both  plimu 
referred  to  you.  Tbe  number  of  troops  U  uibei 
place  is  not  known,  but  supposed  to  amouai  v 
about  Gve  hundred  men  at  each.  The  atipaluiw 
is  understood  to  include  civil  as  well  as  mitiui) 
offioers,  and  provisioiu  as  well  as  paasage. 

Instructions  will  be  given  by  the  SecreUij^ 
War  to  tbe  quartermasters  and  commisssria  U 
furnish  to  your  orders  provisions  and  Utntt^ 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  Spanish  oKcen  oi 
troops.  It  is  expected  they  will  be  sapphrd " 
New  Orleans  and  Mobile  for  thtoe  to  entail 
within  tbe  Gulf,  snd  at  Savannah  and  Cbaileiw 
for  those  going  from  Sl  Augustine. 

A  copy  and  translation  oiibe  royal  order  10  Uit 
Governor  of  Cuba,  for  delivering  the  possessunH 
the  provinces,  is  among  the  enclosures  henvitti' 
You  wilt  observe  that  it  includes  czpres^'t' 
islands  apniinenant  to  theHi.  It  will  be  prsi" 
that  attention  should  be  paid  to  taking  poMswa 
of  all  these  islands,  but  it  may  not  be  nectnn 
thataformal  delivery  of  them  in  every  casestmsl' 
be  made. 

On  receiving  from  the  Governors  of  West  ih 
of  East  Florich  possession  of  those  respective  p"^' 
viaees,  it  will  ba  proper  to  exchange  cetiii^ 
of  the  time  and  mode  of  the  transactioa.  Oiis* 
for  the  ddivery  of  any  nilitary  posts  within  iH 
provinoes  will  be  expected,  and  they  will  be  ocoi' 
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pied  by  detmehnMDts  of 
deem  cipedMnL 

As  looii  M  t^  pcMsewicM  shall  be  tnioafcrrBd, 
fou  will,  m  pQiBBWioe  of  faat  aoiboriif 
ceded  tatritorJM,  iasus  proclammlioD!!  ■nnouiieiDg 
the  fact.  A  fonn  adapted  from  that  which  wmc 
imied  on  the  fini  ooeupaatn  of  Loiuuaiia  is  hen- 
wilb  eneloaerf,  to  be  modified  aathecironmatanan, 
in  roar  opioioD,  mar  reqaira. 

The  powns  vnted  in  yon  by  the  eocloscd  com- 
misaiooa  ate  aJwconform^leto  those  which  were 
intmated  to  the  Qovenior  of  Louieiaaa  under  an 
set  of  CoDgiess  of  simiiai  import.  The  President 
tx  ^tiafied  that  they  will  be  exerciReil  bj  you  with 
a  dtw  ngard  as  well  le  the  nnvtlegcB  and  OMftes 
of  the  iohalataiiu  mdcr  the  OeTerament  to  whioh 
thef  bars  beon  nibieGt.  ai  to  the  penonfel  and 
social  lighta  to  wbic&  thef  wiU  be  entitled  bjr  the 
stipdlationa  of  the  treaty,  aad  aa  aaMcialo  to  the 
BDioB  of  theae  States.  Th«  money  paid  into  the 
Bpankh  trcaiury  b^ne  the  daliwy  of  posMsnon, 
and  whatever  may  be  due  theteloat  that  date,  is 
to  be  oonaidared  aa  the  property  of  Spain.  Pay- 
ad  debts  wbaeqaent  to  that  date  will  be- 


loDgr,  of  eoatae,  to  the  United  States. 

Tbe  laws  of  the  United  Statea  reletiag  to  the 
reTenne  and  iti  eoUeotion,  and  thoae  relating  lo 
theinttodactionofparBDnsof  color,  bnngexte^ed 
by  the  act  of  GongisM  Ki  the  tertitorv,  the  exeon- 
tion  of  them  will  be  anperinteaded  by  offieen  to 
be  appointed  for  the  sennl  collection  distrieto 
be  estaUithed  by  ibe  Preaident  conformably  to  t 
law. 

"'oat  compenMliei 

rate  of  fire  taoiMand  dollatt  _  , 

doner  for  receiring  poenssion  of  the  prorincea. 
such  rtaootiabk  expenwi  as  may  b*  inearred  will 
be  ailowed.  Whuiever  your  military  eommaod 
ceases,  yoor  salary  as  Oonrnor  will  commence. 

In  lb«  takiiif  pMnsioa  of  St.  Aogostine  and 
East  Florida,  simitaroroceedi^  to  those  relalife 
to  the  oocopatioD  of  West  Flop^  will  be  proper. 
Both  prorineei  being  placed  under  your  direction, 
tbe  pxoclamaiton  to  be  issued  there  will  be  in  your 
name;  and  General  Oaioes,  or  such  other  officer 
as  yon  may  appoint,  will  be  instructed  to  consider 
himeelf,  fer  all  the  potposes  of  the  Go*emment, 
sotyeer  10  your  orders. 

At  tbe  enstring  session  of  Congres,  it  is  pte- 
mmed  one  of  the  earliest  objects  of  attention  to 
thai  body  will  be  to  make  funber  provisioa  for 
the  government  of  theae  Territories.  The  Presi- 
dent wiibes  you,  in  the  ioterral,  to  colleet  and 
eommnnteate  to  this  Department  eoy  information 
relating  to  the  country  and  its  inhabitants,  which 
may  be  naeftd  lotbeeisrciseof  the  legtslalJTe  au- 
thority of  tbe  UnloD  eonceraing  them. 

For  the  ezpeoses  incident  to  the  serriees  here- 
with required,  yon  will  draw  upon  this  Depart- 
ment.  Strict  economy  is  to  be  observed  in  incnr- 
ring  then;  and  I  have  nrgently  lo  reqoett  the 
trnnsinijaoD,asearlyaspotsiDlejof  all  theaccoonls 
resnltiag  from  them,  with  the  Tooehers  necessary 
for  their  settlement  at  the  Treasury. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  Ac. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
I7th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 61 


Cimmiitioa  to  Gtiural  Jaetton  to  rtctiua  pouatkm  of 

the  Florida^, 
James  Moxkob,  President  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  all  to  vhom  these  presents  shafl 
come,  greeting: 

Know  ye,  that,  reposing  speoiaL  trust  and  oonft- 
dence  in  the  patriotism  and  abiliiieB  of  Majoc 
Qeneral  An^ov  Jackson,  of  Tcnneasee,  I  buTB 
ai^minted  bin  commisHoBa  of  tbe  United  Stales, 
with  full  power  and  authwity  to  hiaa  lo  take  poa- 
scssioD  of,  and  occooy,  the  learitoriea  ceded  bf 
Spain  to  tbe  Uailed  Btttes  by  the  Maty  cwcln- 
ded  at  Washiagtoit  on  the  tweatyeecood  dav  of 
Fabntary,  in  the  year  ona  thousand  eight  tmndrad 
and  nineteen,  and  for  that  porpose  to  repair  t«  the 
said  territoties,  and  then  toesecuieand  perftan 
all  such  acts  and  things  tooehlog  tb«  prcmisea  aa 
may  be  necessary  for  fidfiUing  his  a»loultlna■^ 
confocmahly  to  the  said  treaty  and  Ifaatawaof  the 
United  Slates :  and  I  do,  moreover,  auihoriae  the 
said  Andrew  Jaefcson  to  appoint  any  perva  M  per- 
sons in  hii  stead  lo  receive  possesaian  of  any  part 
of  the  said  ceded  territories,  aeeording  to  the  stip- 
ulations of  tbe  said  treaty. 
In  lesiimonT  whereof,  1  have  caused  these  let* 
tere  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  tbe 
United  Stales  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Qivea 
r,  ^,  under  my  hand,  at  the  City  of  Wasbington, 
^'"  "J  the  10th  day  of^  March,  A.  D.  18S1,  and  of 
the  Independeooe  ot  tbe  United  States  of 
America  the  forty-fifih. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
By  the  President : 

JOHN  ftUlNCT  ADAMS, 

Seentary  of  SlaU. 


I  Gw*r%»r  of  the 


CmssMMton  to  Gmtral  Jadtton  a 

Florida^. 

Jamm  Momkoe,  Pmidant  of  tbe  United  State*  <tf 
America,  to  all  to  whom  these  ptesonta  shall 
come,  greeting : 

Whereas,  the  Congress  of  the  United  Sivtes,  by 
an  act  paM(<donibe  third  dayof  theprcMnt  month, 
"  I  nrovide  that,  until  the  end  of  the  flrst  sessita 
the  next  Congress,  unless  proriston  be  soon- 
made  for  the  temporary  government  of  the 
territories  of  East  and  West  Florida,  ceded 
by  Spain  lo  Ae  United  Stales  by  Ae  ttaatf 
between  the  said  parties,  concluded  at  Washing>- 
ton,  on  the  twen^-second  day  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  ^t  the  mili- 
taij,  civil,  and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the 
officers  of  the  existing  government  of  the  same 
shall  be  vested  in  such  person  or  persons,  and  sbaU 
be  exercised  in  such  mantier,  as  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  shall  direct,  for  maintaining  the 
inhabitants  of  said  territories  in  the  free  egjoy- 
meni  of  their  liberty,  jiroperty,  and  religion :  Now, 
know  ye,  that,  rejMGing  s[>eeial  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  the  iat^ity,  patriotism,  and  abilitfes  of 
Major  QAeral  Andrew  Jackson,  I  do,  in  virtue  of 
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the  abo re-recited  act,  appoint  him  to 
withio  the  said  ceded  territories,  under  such  limi- 
laiioDs  as  have  beeu,  or  rosy  hereafter  be,  pre-  ' 
scribed  lo  bim  by  my  IdsIiuc lions,  and  by  law,  all  : 
the  powers  aod  autborilies  heretofore  exercised  by  \ 
the  Governor  and  Captain  General  and  Inlendaui  ! 
of  Cuba,  and  by  the  Governors  of  Bait  and  West' 
Florida,  within  the  laid^irovinces,  respectively,; 
and  do  authorize  and  empower  him,  the  said  An-  \ 
drew  Jackun,  to  execute  and  fulQl  the  duties  of 
this  present  appointment  according  to  law,  and  to 
have  and  to  hold  the  same,  with  all  its  powers 
and  privileges,  itnlil  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  unless  provision  be  sooner  made  for  tbe 
t«mporary  goveroment  of  the  said  territories  so 
ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United  Slates:  Prtmdtd, 
loiMcn-,  (and  it  is  the  true  intent  and  oieaning  of 
.these  presents,)  That  the  said  Andrew  Jackson, 
'*  SI  any  person  acting  under  him,  or  in  the  laid 
wrrilories,  shall  have  no  power  or  authority  to 
lay  or  collect  any  new  or  additional  taxes,  or  to 
grant  or  confirm  to  any  person  or  persons,  whom- 
■oefer,  any  title  or  claims  to  lands  within  the 
Mune. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters 
to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the 
United  States  to  behereunto  affixed.  Given 
[i.  a.]  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
the  lOtb  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1821,  and  of 
the  Independence  of  the  United  Slates  of 
America  tbe  foriy-fifih. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
By  the  President ; 

JOHN  auiNOY  ADAMS, 

StcmaTs  of  Stale. 

SptdtU  Comviiitioa  to  Major  Gtiural  Andrew  Jack- 
ton,  for  carrying  into  efftct  thi  ilipukUtoti*  of  the 
Treaty. 
Jahes  Monboe,  President  of  ihe  United  States 
of  America,  to  Andrew  Jackson,  greeting : 
Whereas,  bv  an  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the 
third  day  of  the  present  month,  entitled  "  Ao  act 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  Treatv  between 
the  United  Slates  and  Spain,  concludea  at  Wash- 
ingion,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  February, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,"  it  u 
provided  Ibat,  until  tbe  end  of  the  first  session  of 
the  next  Congress,  unlews  provision  be  sooner  made 
for  the  temporary  government  of  the  territories 
ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty 
concluded  at  Washingion,  on  the  Iwenly'second 
day  of  February,  one  thounand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  between  the  two  naiions,  all  the  military, 
civil,  and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  officers 
of  ibe  exialing  government  of  the  same  shall  be 
vented  in  such  person  or  persons,  and  shall  be 
exercised  in  such  manner,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  direct,  for  maintaining  tbe 
inhabilaoLi  of  said  territories  in  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberty,  property,  and  religion; 
And  whereas,  on  the  tenth  day  of  ihe  present 
roonlh,  I  did,  by  letters- pa  lent,  under  ihe  seal  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers 
vested  in  me  at  aforesaid,  appoint  you,  the  said 


Andrew  Jackson,  to  exercise,  under  certain  limi 
tations,  within  the  said  ceded  lerritorieu,  all  ibi 
powers  and  authorities  heretofore  exercised  b] 
the  Oovernor  and  Captain  General  and  by  ibi 
IniendanI  of  Cuba,  and  by  the  Govemora  of  Eu 
and  Weat  Florida,  within  the  said  provinces,  n 
spectively,  with  tbe  clauses  and  conditions  in  th 
said  letters  patent  expressed  r  And  whereas  it  ip 
pears  to  me  expedient  thai  you  should  be  vesle 
with  theother  powers  hereioafterspecified:  There 
fore,  be  it  known  that,  in  virtue  of  tbe  above  n 
cited  act  of  Con^res.^,  I  do,  by  these  presenis^ip 
point  and  authorize  you,  Ihe  laid  Andrew  Jaeksn 
to  administer  tbe  government,  with  the  eitslin^ 
authorities,  in  the  best  manner  in  your  power,  fa 
the  present,  and  to  report  without  delaf  tbe  sctu 
al  Slate.,  with  such  alterations  as  you  may  ihici 
advisable,  that  further  inslrnclloDs  may  be  give 
respecting  the  same;  and  I  do,  moreover,  autboi 
iie  you  to  suspend  any  officer  or  officers  in  ib 
said  lerritories  which  Ibe  putdic  good  may  seei 
to  yoo  to  require,  with  .the  exception  always  i 
such  as  are  or  may  be  appointed  by  the  Pres 
dent  of  the  United  Slates,  making  a  report  to  ih 
Government  of  your  proceedings  iberein.  Thr 
letters  patent  are  to  ctntinue  in  force  until  ti 
end  of  the  firat  session  of  the  next  Congress,  ui 
less  provision  be  sooner  made  for  the  temporal 
government  of  the  said  territories  so  as  aforsai 
ceded  by  Spain  lo  the  United  Stales,  and  Dole 
it  shoula  besooner  revoked  by  the  President  of  th 
United  States. 

twbereof,  I  have  caused  these  le 
made  patent,  and  tbe  seal  of  ll 
United  Stales  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Givt 
I        ,  under  my  hand,  at  ihe  City  of  Washingio 
''■■  ^J  the  20ih  day  of  March.  A.  D.  1821,  and 
the  Independence  of  the  United  Sutes 
America  tbe  forty-fifth. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
By  the  President : 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS, 

Simtary  of  SU*. 

Form  of  Prodawation. 
By  Major  General  Ahdbew  Jacksoh,  Govern 
of  the  provinces  of  tbe  Floridas,  extrcising  i 
powers  of  the  Captain  Oeneral  and  of  the  Intei 
ant  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  over  the  said  pre 
inces,  and  of  the  Governors  of  said  provine 
respectively. 

Whereas,  by  the  treaty  concluded  between  i 
United  States  and  Spain,  on  tbe  22d  day  of  P< 
ruary,  1S19,  and  duly  ratified,  the  provLaces  of  I 
J'londas  were  ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United  Siai 
and  the  possession  of  the  said  provinces  is  row 
the  United  Slates: 

And  whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stai 
on  the  3d  day  of  March,  io  Ihe  pre»ent  year,  < 
enact  that,  unlil  the  end  of  ihe  first  session  of  i 
seventeenth  Congress,  unless  provision  for  t  bete 
porary  government  of  said  provinces  be  sooi 
made  by  Congress,  all  the  military,  civil,  and  , 
dicial  powers  exercised  by  the  omcers  of  the  i 
isling  Qovernmeni  of  the  aid  provinces  afaall 
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rested  id  such  peraon  or  persona,  and  shall  be  ex- 
ercised in  luch  mRDner,  as  the  Pteaideot  of  the 
Uniteil  StBtes  Bhall  direct,  for  maintaining  the 
inhabitaDtt  of  said  territories  in  Ihe  free  enjoyment 
of  their  liberlr,  property,  and  religion;  and  the 
PiesideDt  of  the  United  States  has,  by  hia  eom- 
miwion,  bearing  date  the  30th  day  of  said  March, 
iDfesled  me  with  all  the  powers,  and  charged  me 
with  the  senral  duties  heretofore  held  andexer- 
«iaed  by  tbe  Captain  General,  Intendant,  and 
GoTenton,  aforeaaid : 

I  bare  therefore  ibought  fit  to  issue  tbis  my 
prvdoMoMoB,  making  known  the  premiMS,  and  to 
declate  that  the  goTernment  heretofore  exercised 
over  the  said  prorinces,  nader  the  autboritj  of 
Spain,  buceawd,  and  that  that  of  the  United 
StatttofAmencais established  overthesame^  that 
ihe  inhabitant*  thereof  will  be  incorporated  in  the 
Union  of  the  United  States  as  soon  as  may  be 
consistent  with  tbe  prihciples  of  the  Federal  Con- 
Btiiution,  and  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
privileges,  tishts,  and  immonitiei  of  tbe  citisens 
of  the  Unilea  States ;  that,  in  the  meantime,  they 
shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  en- 
joyment of  their  liberiv,  property,  and  tbe  religion 
tbey  professj  that  all  lawr  and  muDJcipal  regula- 
tions  which  were  in  existence  at  the  cessation  of 
tbe  late  Oovernment  remain  in  full  force;  and  all 
civil  officers  charged  with  their  execution,  except 
thoae  whose  powers  hate  been  specially  vested  in 
me,  and  exeept,  also,  sQch  officers  as  have  been 
intrusted  with  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  are 
coatinued  in  their  funeiions  during  tbe  pleasure  of 
tbe  Governor  for  the  time  being,  or  until  provision 
ahall  Dlbenvise  be  made. 

And  I  do  hereby  exhort  and  enjoin  all  the  in- 
habitants and  other  pervons  within  the  nald  prov- 
ineea  to  ba  faithful  and  true  in  their  allegiance  to 
tbe  United  States,  and  obedient  to  the  laws  and 
aatfaorities  of  the  same,  under  full  assurance  ihat 
their  just  ri^ts  will  be  under  the  giiardiansbip  of 
the  United  States,  and  will  be  maintained  from 
all  force  and  violence  from  without  or  within. 

Id  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand.    Given,  &g. 


Jaditon,  at  Nashville. 
DiFARTHEKT  or  State, 

WatkiBffloa,  ManhSO,  1S21. 
Sib:  I  bmve  tbe  honor  to  transmit  the  third 
eommiaitoa  referred  to  in  the  instructions  of  this 
office  to  yon  of  the  13th  inslaat ;  and  to  be,  with 
respect,  your  obedient  and  buroUe  servant, 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 


JackKm,  NashvUii. 

DaPABTMENT  OF  StATB, 

WoMMnsion,  Miavk  23,  1821. 

Sib:    By  the  second   article   of  tbe   Florida 

Treaty,  it  is  stipulated  that,  with  tbe  Territories 

oC  East  and  West  Florida,  tbe  fortiScations  within 

tbe  aame  aie  ceded  and  to  be  delivered  to  tbe 


United  States;  but  no  express  mention  is  made  of 
the  cannon  belonging  to  them. 

By  the  seventh  article  of  the  same  treaty,  it  is 
provided  that  the  United  Slates  shall  furnish  the 
transports  and  escort  necessary  to  convey  the 
Spanish  officers  and  troops  and  thetr  baggage  to 
Ihe  Havana ;  but  no  mention  b  made  of  tbe  trana- 
portatioQ  of  cannon,  nor  is  there  any  express  ta- 
gasement  on  tbe  part  of  the  United  Stales  to  fnr- 
nish  provisions  to  the  Spanish  officers  and  troops 
on  the  passage. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Ihe  President  that,  by  a  fair 
and  just  construction  of  the  treaty,  the  cannon 
briongiog  to  the  fortifications  are  to  be  considered 
as  appendages  to  them,  included  in  the  cession, 
and  are,  therefore  to  be  left  with  ibem. 

Ob  the  same  principle,  he  is  of  opinion  that, 
with  the  transports  and  escorts  to  convey  the 
Spanish  officers  and  troops  and  their  bamage,  the 
provisions  necessary  for  the  passage  are  also  to  be 
famished  at  the  expeoM  of  the  United  States,  al- 
though  not  specially  mentioaed  Jn  the  treaty,  aiitl 
otden  have  accordingly  been  given  for*  the  supply 
of  provisions. 

It  is,  however,  possiUe  that  tbe  Spanish  Gov>- 
ernors  of  East  and  West  Florida  may,  upon  a 
different  construction  of  the  treaty,  claim  to  carry 
away  the  cannon  from  tbe  fortincations,  became 
tbey  are  not  expressly  named  in  Ihe  article. 

You  will,  in  that  case,  claim  that  they  sbovld 
be  left  with  the  foriifications,  and  insist  that,  up- 
on the  principle  of  the  other  construction,  tbe 
United  Stales  are  not  bound  to  furnish  provisions 
for  the  passage  of  the  officers  and  troops.  Yon 
will  Niste  that  the  supply  has  been  ordered  in  the 
eonSdeace  that  the  beneht  of  tbe  same  liberal  con- 
struction of  tbe  treaty  will  operate  in  favor  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that,  if  it  be  not  extendi  to 
them,  they  will  have  a  just  claim  to  be  reim- 
borsed  for  tbe  expense  of  supplying  the  pro- 
visions. 

You  wilt  add  that,  as  there  is  uo  engagement 
on  their  part,  express  or  implied,  to  famish  the 
means  of  tiansponing  the  canmon.  they  have 
made,  and  can  make,  no  provision  lor  that  pur- 
pose. 

Should  tbe  Spanish  Governors  aUege  that  tlteJr 
orders  are  express  for  having  the  canneii  cBrried 
away,  you  will  leave  it  to  them  u  mike  proviNon 
for  their  tranqwrtatioD,  and  report  forthwith  the 
facts  10  ibis  Department. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Fran  tht  Seerttary  of  Slate  to  Major  Gmtral  Attdrett 
Jaekxm,  Qmervor  of  Etut  and  Wttt  Florida, 
Dbpabtment  of  State, 

WaOiagton,  May  22,  1821. 
Sib  ;  I  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  of  inforniing  you  that 
he  bas  esublished  within  the  Territories  of  East 
and  West  Florida  three  districts  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue,  namely,  at  Peusacola,  Si.  Marks, 
and  St.  Augustine.  He  has  at  the  same  time 
thuught  proper  to  appoint  two  lerriloriBl  secreta- 
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tici  and  twa  judns,  one  of  eacb  to  reside  at  Pen' 
sKcola,and(beotheratSL  Aogtuiine;  tbeTevenne 
diatrict  of  St.  Mark's  to  be  iDcIaded  within  the 
jodicial  district  of  Pentacola.  He  has  thought 
the  appointment  of  one  manhal  safficient  for  the 
vbole  territory,  aathorizing  him  to  appoiat  a  dep- 
uty either  for  Bt.  An^uMiDe  or  Fensacola,  while 
he  shall  reside  himselt  at  the  other  of  those  placea. 
I  tubjoin  hereto  a  list  of  the  wreral  pcrMoa  ap- 
pointed to  theaa  officei. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 

[LUt  of  officer!  referred  to  in  the  eboTs  letter.] 

Etigius  Frotoeiitijl,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  Judge 

of  the  United  State*  for  Weit  Florida,  and  lor 

that  part  of  fiaat  Florida  which  li«  westward  of 

the  Cape ;  to  reude  at  Pensacola. 

Alezaader  AndersoD,  of  TeiuiesBee,  to  be  At- 
torney of  the  United  State*  for  West  Florida,  and 
hi  that  pen  of  East  Florida  which  lies  westward 
oif  the  Cape ;  to  reside  at  Pensacola. 

William  P.  Dural,  of  Kentncky,  to  be  Judge 
of  the  United  States  for  Bast  Florida,  with  the 
exoeption  of  that  part  which  lies  weatwaid  of  the 


tion  of  that  part  which  lies  w«siward  of  the 
Com  ;  to  reaioc  at  St  Augnstine. 

James  Grant  Forbes,  of  New  York,  to  be  Mar- 
Aal  of  the  United  Sutea  ia  and  for  East  and 
West  Florida,  with  authority  to  appoint  a  deputy 
cilker  for  St.  Augustine  or  Pensacola,  while  he 
shall  himself  reside  at  the  other  of  those  places. 

Oeoree  Walton,  of  Oeorgia,  to  be  Secretary  in 
«ittl  Ibr  West  Florida,  and  for  that  part  of  Baat 
Florida  which  lies  westward  of  the  Cape. 

William  G.  D.  Worthingion,  of  Maryland,  to 
be  Secretary  in  and  for  Kasi  Fltxids,  with  the 
exception  of  that  part  which  lies  westward  ofthe 
Ca^;  to  reside  at  St  Augoitine. 

Mark  Harden,  of  North  Carolina,  Collector  of 
the  Cnstoms  at  Si.  Muk's. 

John  Rodman,  of  New  York.  CoUeetoc  of  the 
Customs,  and  Richard  5.  Hacltley,  of  Virginia, 
Snereyor  and  InqKolor  of  the  Rereotie  at  St. 
AiWHiiBe. 

Alemnder  Soott,  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
ColleBtor  of  the  Customs ;  William  8.  Smith,  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  Nnval  Offieei ; 
Charles  Jenkins,  of  South  Carolitut,  Sofveyor 
and  Ine^tor  of  the  RcTeniw  at  Pensacota. 

The  Seerttarff  of  State  ta  Major  Otneral  Ajftdreic 
Jadaon,  Oovtnor  ofEtut  atid  Wat  Florida. 
Dbpabtmbnt  or  Statb, 
WatMagUm,  May  23,  1821. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  rpceiTing  roi 
letters  of  the  2d,  10th,  and  12th  of  April,  froi 
Nashville.    The  request  for  instructions  relating 
to  the  Seminole  Indiane,  contained  in  the  first  of 
them,  having  been  referred  by  the  President  ti 
Secretary  of  War,  has  been  answered  throtigfa 
that  department. 


The  list  of  officers  anpoiated  by  the  Piendtat 
within  the  territory,  which  is  now  tranMnioedio 
you,  consists  altogether  of  citizens  of  the  Uattai 
Stales,  the  objects  of  their  reipeclire  fooetiiai 
being  the  introduction  and  estabHihment  of  Ik 
laws  of  the  Union  in  the  country. 

It  is  not,  however,  tbe  intention  f£  the  Ptoi- 
dent  that,  in  the  distribution  of  official  simaiiasi 
the  natives  or  inhabitants  of  the  country  itw 
shonld  be  overlooked.  The  offices,  the  da(i«i  of 
which  relate  to  the  civil  and  internal  adaiiuHB- 
lion  of  the  territory,  will  be  tbooe  for  which  the 
qnaliQcatione  of  the  people  of  the  eouatry  vill  be 
pecuiiarlv  appropriate;  and,  leaving  the  difliibv- 
tion  of  them  entirely  to  your  disereticHi,  he  is  cot 
fident  it  will  be  exercised  with  a  jnst  rMiM  to 
the  inlerest  and  feelings  of  tbe  people  of  Floriii, 
and  in  a  manner  which  mar  temd  at  once  to  tbs 
satisfaction,  and  to  render  their  okan^  of  eoidi- 
ticHi  as  acceptable  to  their  ineliBationi  u  it  ii 
honed  it  will  be  propitious  to  their  welbic. 

I  am,  with  much  reawct,  tc/c. 

JOHN  ^  ADAMS. 

Tkt  Stentary  of  Stait  to  Andrew  Jiukton,  Eiq.,  G» 
enior  of  Florida, 
Departmebt  of  State, 

WaOui^fton,  June  27,  ISSl. 

Sib:  I  have  had  tbe  honor  of  reeeinog  fooi 
letters  of  the  24th  of  April,  1st.  7th,  IStti,  23d, 
and  30th  of  May,  with  their  enclonirea. 

The  conduct  of  the  Governor  and  Ci^ttia 
General  of  the  island  of  Cuba  in  delaying,  with- 
out any  apparent  saiisfsctory  reason,  at  dtlirery 
of  the  orders  to  the  Governors  of  East  an4  Wot 
Florida  for  the  evacuation  of  those  provineei  bf 
the  offieen  and  troops  of  Spain,  and  in  evtfag 
the  delivery  of  all  of  the  archives  in  his  pwM>- 
iiion,  and  which,  by  a  siipulatioa  of  tbe  imtf, 
were  to  be  given  np,  appears  to  have  been  nrj 
exceptionable. 

The  President  has  been  dispoaed  to  makeevoT 
allowance  for  tbe  dilatory  ebanctei  of  all  trau- 
actions  habitual  to  the  officers  of  the  Spanii 
Ciovernment.  On  receiving  your  letter  ol  IM 
May,  be  had  thought  it  wodd  be  necessary  to  ttb 
measures,  on  a  presumption  that  the  onwImn^ 
able  delays  of  the  Gtovernor  of  Cuba  would  h 
still  continued,  wbich,  under  other  circnmsiancc^ 
it  would  be  very  desirable  le  avoid.  While  these 
measures,  however,  were  under  conaideration,  io- 
telljgence  was  received  from  Coloirel  Forbes  tkil 
he  had  at  length  received  the  orders  fi»  the  ddiv^ 
ety  of  the  two  nrovinces,  and,  imme^ately  afl» 
wards,  that  he  had  aelUBlly  sailed  from  the  Hi- 
vana,  on  the  30tb  ultimo,  for  Pensacola.  As  the 
order  to  the  Governor  of  SL  Augustine  bad  beta 
desf^tched  on  the  same  day,  and  that  order  wv 
received  by  him  on  the  7th  instant,  we  are  in  dlilf 
expectation  of  receiving  the  information  thai  Ibii 
place  has  been  delivered  up  to  Colonel  Butler,  and 
that  the  Spanish  officers  and  troopa  th«e  haw 
embarked  for  the  Havana.  The  tenor  of  yoai 
cMrespondenee  with  the  Governor  of  Pensaeolt, 
as  well  as  the  ehaiscier  hnelofore  known  of  Qof' 
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vnoi  CkU>t«,  have  led  to  the  hope  bdiI  eq>eete- 
tkm  that  he  will,  on  reMirin^  the  order  of  eraou- 
Btion,  muiifeat  all  tbe  alaonty  for  carrviDg  the 
tmty  JBlo  execQtion  which  has  been  prMeawd  in 
his  letter*.  It  ww  thenfcve  couclnded  here  that 
it  would  be  moM  adriiable  to  take  tu>  step  founded 
on  the  nppMitioa  that  imaeoenary  doayi  will 
he  atill  expetieooed  in  the  evacnatioii  of  (be  Flot- 
idM.  eT«)  aAer  the  orden  for  their  evacuation 
aball  hare  been  received  bjr  iha  Gorernon  of  the 
remeeilTB  proTinea. 

Your  lelten  of  the  23d  and  30th  ultimo  have 
been  forwaTded  to  ibe  Pre^idenc,  who  is  in  Lou- 
don. I  shall  inrorm  you  as  soon  as  possible  of  his 
diiectioDB  on  yoor  m^^eetion  of  a  wish  to  be  fui- 
ftidied  with  a  check  on  the  Branch  Bank  at  New 
Oileaai. 

I  am,  with  great  reelect,  Itc. 

JOHN  ftUINCT  ADAMS. 


n«  Stentary  o/Satt  to  Andrme  Jadmn,  Etg.,  Goth 
ernor  of  llu  FloHdaa. 
Depabtmbnt  or  State, 

Wathmgttm,  Avjput  20, 1821. 

Sta:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiring  yoat 

letten  of  the  16th,  17th,  and  ISlh  ultimo,  with 

their  enckwures.    They  weic  immediately  tran»- 

Kitted  to  the  Presidfut,  who  is  at  the  Shanaon- 


il  doublleu  beoneof  tbeearliest  otyeoti 
of  Attention  to  Coofftas,  at  their  ensuiAf  teuion, 
to  pnpare  a  mure  ^manent  syitem  of  gorern- 
■Mnt  tar  the  Temieriea  of  Florida,  I  wmild  k>- 
Iteii  conumicatioik*  from  you,  aa  early  and  as 
ample  as  yoa  can  make  them,  of  information 
wiuch  may  lerve  to  enlighten  the  in^nlriei  apon 
which  it  may  be  expeoted  that  this  le^ilatioa  will 
be  fonnded. 

A  refcrenee  to  the  laws  of  Congrcn  which  were 
from  time  to  time  enacted  for  (he  goTtrament  ot 
the  LenioiaBa  Xerrilories,  may  aerve  to  poiitt  out 
MMne  of  the  parlteulars  upon  which  inionnattoa 
iviU  be  tBoel  itesirable.  In  this  riew,  the  foUow- 
iBg  Bcia  are  proeoled  to  your  attention  ; 

1-  An  act  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Teriito* 
net,  and  n«TtdiiwTot  the  tcaaporaiy  gor^ment 
thereof.  Maich2^1804.  Lami^tht  Umttdaat**, 
vol.  3,  p.  603. 

S.  An  act  further  proridtnit  for  tbe  gOTerwaeLt 
oftheTerritMrofOrleani,Maroh2, 1806.  Page 
648. 

8.  Aa  act  further  providing  for  the  govecnmeot 
of  the  diatriet  of  Louisiana.  Page  w6.  March 
3, 1S05. 

4.  An  act  for  aieertaining  and  adinstMlg  the 
titles  and  claims  to  land  within  the  Territory  of 
<MeanB  and  the  district  of  Louisiana.  Page  652. 
Alarch  8, 1605. 

5.  An  act  extending  the  powera  of  the  Survevor 
Oeneral  to  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  and  for  other 
porpoeee.     Vol.  4,  p.  6.    February  28, 1806. 

6.  An  act  BHpplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  aaeeitauing  and  adjusting  the  titles  and 
elaima  to  laid  withm  the  Tetrittwy  of  Odeans  and 


the  distriot  «f  Loui«iana."    Page  £0.    April  SI, 


[«an»  and  Louitiaaa.    Page  111. 
March  3, 1807. 

I.  An  act  providiag  for  the  final  adjostmeat  of 
claims  to  land,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public  landt 
in  the  Tenitotiea  of  Orleans  and  Louinaaa.  VoL 
4,  p.  322.    February  15,  IBll. 

9.  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  T«iilOEr 
of  Orleans  to  form  a  coastiuuion  and  Blate  gov- 
eriuneot,  and  for  the  admisBion  of  such  State  nto 
the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  for  other  purpoees.  Page  388.  P«b- 
roary  20,  1611. 

10.  An  act  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
elaims  to  Uods,  and  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Loutsit- 
aaa,  semj  (o  repeal  the  act  passed  for  the  same  mf 

C,  and  approved  February  16, 1811.    Page  aS6. 
oh  3,  ikl. 

II.  An  act  for  ascertaining  the  titles  and  elaiiBS 
to  lands  in  that  part  of  Loaisiana  which  lies  aaaC 
of  the  rivei  Mississippi  and  ishnd  of  New  Or- 
leans.   April  25, 1812. 

There  may  be  some  others,  but  my  reference  ta 
these  is  merely  to  suggest  the  nature  of  part  of  the 
information  which  it  is  probable  mayne  desind 
by  CongreM  in  relation  to  theFloridai,  and  which, 
it  is  hoped,  your  position  will  enable  you  lo  fiir- 
nu^    t  am,  with  great  respect,  &«. 

JOHN  QjUINCY  ADAMS. 

GoveniOr  Jdctitm  to  lit  SKrttarj/  of  &aU. 

N&aaviLLE,  Aj^  2, 1821. 

Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  aebiowledge  the  t^ 
eeipt  of  your  letter  of  the  12lh  ultimo,  together 
with  its  encloBoree,  viz :  two  commissions ;  -vo^ 
of  the  treaty :  law  for  executing  it  (in  a  newqi^ 
perO  ColoDel  Forbes's  instructions  j  n^al  order 
foriieUvery;  trandation  of  same ;  fbnnofpiMl^ 
mation. 

In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  the  Preti- 
dmt,  as  coaununicaied  dirough  you,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed, as  sooB  as  practicable,  to  Mentpelier,  via 
New  Orleans,  there  to  await  tbe  necessary  imiat- 
mation  from  Colonel  Forbes,  and  shall  immedi- 
ately, opon  receiving  it,  take  possession  of  Pen**- 
cola,  and  proceed  to  orgaaue  the  Govennmest 
agreeably  to  the  iostruclioas.  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
leave  ibis  by  the  15th  instant,  and  to  arrive  at 
Montpelier  by  the  1st  of  May. 

I  have,  agreeably  to  instntcliena,  appoiated 
Brevet  Major  General  Gaines  to  receive  possee- 
sion  of  Sl  Aueustioe,  and  by  the  southern  mail 
have  forwarded  Mm  tha  necessary  inatractioni  far 
that  purpose. 

There  is  one  sulyect  which,  at  this  early  period, 
I  wish,  through  yoe,  to  call  (he  attention  of  the 
President  to,  and  receive  your  instructions  thereon. 
It  is  the  situation  of  chat  part  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians who  in  the  late  war  abandoned  their  own 
CDonity  uid  fled  to  tbe  Floridas,  and  continued 
hostilities  against  tbe  United  States  until  oon- 
queted  in  1818.    During  that  CBBpaign,  I  ocdw- 
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ed  the  eonqaered  Indiana  above  the  Florida  line, 
abd  directed  ibem  to  settle  down  witbia  their 
own  limitH  ftbe  Creek  nation.)  I  bare  lately, 
howeter,  uoderstood  that  McQueen  sad  bis  ad- 
herents bare  iDade  a  settlement  at  Mickaeuky, 
aad  aluo  on  the  Suwanee  river.  Are  these  In- 
diana to  bfl  ordered  up  to  the  Creek  country,  (here 
to  Bettla  tbemselfes,  or  are  they  to  be  protected  in 
their  new  settlement  ?  I  have  only  to  remark 
that  the  country  ^t  apart  for  the  Creek  nation  is 
Bofflcient  for  the  support  of  all,  and  that,  by  re- 
moTing  those  within  Florida,  greater  security  will 
be  ffiven  to  our  frontier,  and  the  GoTernment 
wonld  more  certainly  be  enabled  to  prevent  smug- 
gling, which,  DO  doubt,  will  be  attempted  to  a 
ooDtiderable  extent,  through  the  various  JDleis  in 
the  country  now  iofaebited  by  them.  Wbatever 
may  be  the  President's  insttuclions  upon  this  sub- 
ject shall  be  strictly  obeyed,  and  likewise  in  re- 
lation to  the  negroes  who  have  run  away  from  the 
States,  and  inhabit  this  country,  and  are  protected 
by  the  Indians. 

With  sentim«its  of  esteem  and  regard,  I  have 
tbe  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

GoveraoT  Jackion  to  the  SeerOary  of  StaU. 

Nashville,  ApriilO,  1821. 
Sia :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  r. 
eeipt  of  your  communication  of  the  SSi  ultimo, 
ana  have  perused  with  attention  the  instructions 
contained  therein.  The  second  article  of  the 
treaty,  in  which  it  is  stipulated  that  the  Terri- 
tories of  BaKt  and  West  Florida,  and  the  fortifi- 
cations within  the  same,  are  ceded  and  are  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Dnited  States,  is  so  clear  and 
plicit,  that  it  had  never  occnrred  to  my  mind  that 
an  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities to  strip  the  fortifications  of  their  means 
of  defence.     Cannon  is  an  indispensable  append- 

3;e  of  a  fortification,  and  the  term  fortification  is 
ways  understood  to  include  every  thing  apper- 
taioiog  to  a  work  constructed  for  defence.  In- 
deed, such  was  my  view  of  that  article  of  the 
treaty,  that  I  ahonld  have  considered  the  Spanish 
Oorernment  bound  by  their  cession  of  the  fortifi- 
-Qstions  with  the  territory  to  pass  over  to  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  not  onl/  the  fortifications,  but  the 
ordnance  and  munitions  of  war  coDtain«i  therein. 
If,  on  my  arrival  at  Pensacola^  any  difficulty 
ationld  arise  on  this  subject,  1  will  avail  myself 
of  your  very  just  iogpstions,  and  will  endeavor, 
aa  forciblv  as  I  can,  loimpreu  the  Governor  with 
a  sense  of  the  liberal  consiraction  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  disposed  lo  give  to  the  treaty.  In 
any  event,  you  may  rest  assured  that  your  in.'trne- 
tioDs  will  be  most  promptly  attended  to. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Gootmor  Jaekeon  to  the  Secretary  of  Stait. 

Nashville,  AprU  24, 1821. 
Sii;  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  sail 
from  thia  place  to-day,  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.    ' 


have  despatched  myaid-de-«amp.  Captain  Call,  lo 
MoQtpelier,  with  instrticitoos  to  receive  the  com- 
iealion*  from  Colond  Forbes,  in  the  event  of 
rrival  before  I  reach  that  place,  and  lo  place 
the  troops  destined  for  the  occupation  of  Pensa- 
cola  in   a  state  of  readiness  lo  march  at  a   mo- 


Otleans  for  the  want  of  a  vessel  to  transport  mt 
Co  Montpelier.        I  am,  Ae. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

GoBtrrtor  Jackson  to  the  Secretary  i^  State. 

New  Obleans,  AprU  24, 1821. 
Sir  :  On  the  evening  of  the  22d  instant  I  reached 
this  city  on  my  way  to  Montpelier,  and  will,  if  1 
can  procure  a  transport,  proceed  on  my  jonroe] 
on  the  2eth  instant. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival,  Mr.  Promentii 
waited  upon  me,  ana  produced  a  commiasloc 
dated  in  the  year  1819,  authorizing  him  to  receivi 
the  Floridas,  together  with  the  archives  at  Penn 
cola  and  Bt.  Aurustine.    He  appears  to  be  im 

Eressed  with  a  belief  that,  although  that  part  a 
is  commission  to  receive  the  Floridas  was  super 
seded,  yet,  as  the  Eiecutive  had  been  silent  on  tht 
subject  of  the  archives  to  be  received  at  Pensa 
cola,  &c.,  that  he,  with  my  approval,  wnseniideij 
to  the  safe  keeping  of  them.  From_the  tenor  ol 
my  instructions,  I  da  not  conceive  that  I  can  create 
any  office  in  the  Floridas  that  does  not  exist  there 
at  present,  end  that  clerks  of  any  kind  except  thosi 
that  are  contemplated  undn  my  inatniction  ti 
translate  end  transcribe  the  archives  for  the  infot 
mation  of  the  President,  cannot  be  necttsary  nnti 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress.  However,  sbosli 
the  President  be  of  opinion  that  a  safe  keeper  o 
the  archives  ^ouIJ  be  necessary,  and  that  Ml 
Fromentin  should  be  appointed  to  that  trust,  an 
express  the  name  to  me,  with  the  salary  to  be  an 
nezed,  I  wilt  immediately  notify  Mr.  Fromenti 
thereof,  and  request  his  removal  to  Pensacob 
But  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  there  can  arii 
a  neceaiiiy  for  any  individual  to  have  k  copy  < 
any  of  the  records  before  the  meeting  of  the  nei 
Congress.  I  shall,  therefore,  not  make  bbv  a| 
pointment  of  this  kind  until  I  bear  from  the  Prei 
dent  on  the  subject. 

1  have  here  met  with  Major  Stanton,  of  tl 
Q,uartennaster'a  department,  who  advises  lae  tbi 
he  is  without  Quartermaster's' funds  for  the  pen 
pose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  transportation  < 
the  civil  ana  military  officers  of  Spain  from  tl 
Floridas,  as  stipulated  tinder  the  Isie  treaty  wii 
Spain ;  and  inform?  me  that  it  is  understood  t 
the  Quartermaster  General  that  through  me  tl 
funds  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipolatk 
for  transporting  the  Spanish  troops  are  to  be  o 
lained.  From  the  perusal  of  my  instructions, 
doesnotappear  that  lam  autboriied  to  draw  upc 
the  State  Department  for  Qoartermaster's  fund 
but  will  take  upon  me  the  reapousibility  ^  to  d 
I  thought  it  most  advisable  to  endeavor  lo  rai 
here,  by  a  draft  upon  your  Depaitmeni,  the  tn 
DeeeMwry  to  meet  the  expenses  of  reoeiviDg  tl 
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cDuntry  aodorg:anizitig  the  Govprnmeot,  fearing 
that  a  draft  would  not  be  sold  at  Mobile  or  Pen- 
SBCols.  For  this  purpose,  I  ofiered  for  sale  a 
draft,  and  foand  I  could  not  obtaio  United  States 
paper  for  it  without  a  di^eouat.  I  therefore  di- 
rected Major  Stanlon  to  apply  to  the  Breach 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  to  be  informed  whether 
it  would  advance  upon  mf  in(L  It  refused.  I 
then  addret>sed  a  note  to  the  collector,  Mr.  Chew : 
theenclosed  is  bis  answer.  I  also  enclose  theslalB' 
ment  of  Major  Stanton  j  from  all  which, yon  will 
discvrer  that,  without  a  discount,  money  cannot  be 
obtained  hereon  drafts  upon  the  Oovernment.  No 
delar,  however,  shall  occur  in  the  transportation 
of  the  Spanish  troops  from  the  want  of  funds,  as 
far  as  I  can  command  them ;  nor  will  I  ever  coO' 
sent  to  tell  bills  on  the  Qoverntneot  at  a  discount 
to  any,  and  more  parlicnlarly  to  the  Branch  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  in  which  is  deposited  all  the 
revenue  of  the  GhivernmenI  received  at  this  place. 
I  shall  endeavor,  at  Mobile  or  Pensacola,  to  raise 
the  necessary  fnndson  drains.  Should  1  fail  there, 
I  mist,  upon  the  receipt  of  this,  the  Government, 
will  instruct  the  Branch  Bank  to  furnish  me  with 
the  amount  that  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  ex- 
penwB  that  may  ocear  in  receiving  the  Ploridas, 
and  oraanizing  the  OoTerninent  thereof  I  am,  Ac. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Enclosure*  in  the  sbaTe-j 
Jl£t/pr  Slanton  to  Governor  Jaekion. 

New  Ohldahs,  Aprii  26,  1821. 
Sib;  Agreeably  to  yoar  request  of  this  morn- 
ing, I  wailed  on  the  cashier  of  the  United  States 
Branch  Bank,  and  stated  to  him  your  wish  to  ne- 
gotiate, through  his  bank,  a  draft  on  Washington 
tor  ten  or  fifteen  thonsaod  dollars,  which  be  per- 
emplorilf  declined  doing.  Knowing  the  import- 
ance of  obtaining  funds,  and  that  monejr  could 
not  be  had  in  market  for  drafts  but  ata  discount, 
I  ventured  to  state  to  the  cashier  such  reasons  as 
suggested  themselves  to  ray  mind  why  the  favor 
requested  should  be  granted,  and  the  very  iierious 
embarrassment  that  might  result  to  the  public 
service  should  he  persist  in  bis  refusal;  which, 
however,  he  thought  proper  to  do,  without  assign- 
ing any  other  reason  than  that  the  instructions  of 
the  mother  bank  forbade  his  negoliaiiag  drafts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

H.  STANTON,  D.  Q.  M.  G. 

TTu  CvtUelor  at  JVnc  OHmn*  Co  Gootmor  Jackxm, 
daltd 

APBtL  2%  1821. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the 
receipt  ofyonr  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  should 
have  been  eitremely  happy  to  be  empowered  to 
advance  the  sum  you  require,  by  accepting  a  draft 
OD  the  Department  of  State;  but  particular  in- 
stmctions  from  tbe  bonoreble  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  will  be  necessary  to  authorize  me  to 
make  that  disposition  of  the  public  money  in  my 
haods.  1  am,  &c. 

BEVERLY  CHEW. 


Oooenor  Jaekton  to  th 

Blakely,  Alahama,  May  1, 1831. 

Sib  :  I  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  morning  of 
the  39th  ultimo,  and  immediately  communicated 
with  Moolpeliei  by  express,  which  returned  last 
evening  with  information  that  no  advices  had 
been  received  there  from  Colonel  Forbes. 

Being  informed  that  associations  exist  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  a  number  of  Africans  into 
Florida  before  the  change  of  Government,  and  for 
this  purpose  an  agent  from  Baltimore,  and  another 
from  the  East  are  now,  tbe  one  in  Pensacola,  and 
tbe  other  in  Cuba  oi  Bahama  islands,  to  obtain 

Eossession  of  tbe  ceded  conntry  as  soon  as  possi- 
le,  and  thereby  prevent  the  fuitherance  of  ibia 
dreaded  evil,  I  have  this  morning  despatched  Doc- 
tor Bronaugh  and  Judge  Brackentidge  with  com- 
manications  from  the  Governor  of  Pensacola, 
copies  of  which  I  send  you  herewith,  marked  Nos. 
1  and  2.  and  also  with  instructions  to  inquire  into 
tbe  truth  of  a  coinpiaint  made  to  me  in  New  Or- 
leans, and  reiterated  here,  that  the  Spanish  aub- 
jects  in  Pensacola  are  in  the  habit  constantly  of 

My  aid-de-camp,  Captain  Call,  whom  I  sent 
from  Nashville  over  land  to  Monipeiier,  has  not 
reached  that  place,  owing,  it  is  believed,  to  the 
unusual  freshets  prevalent  in  the  upper  country. 
This  will  detain  me  here  until  the  arrival  of  my 
horses,  and  until  the  return  of  the  gentlemen  wbom 
I  have  sent  to  Pensacola. 

I  have  directed  Colonel  Brook,  in  command  at 
Montpelier,  to  forward  to  thia  place  all  commu- 
nications which  may  be  received  at  Montpelin 

I  hear  from  the  Governor  of  Pensa- 
cola I  will  communicate  to  you  bii  reply. 

I  have  signified  to  Comtttodore  Patterson  the 
propriety  of  sending  a  vessel  to  take  a  recasr 
noissance  of  the  Florida  coast  as  far  as  Tampa 
bay,  to  tnt«rcept  anv  American  vessel  laden  tn 
whole  or  in  part  witu  Africans. 

From  conversing  with  Major  Stanton,  of  the 
^artermaster's  department,  on  the  subject  of  sup- 
plies for  the  Spanish  officers  and  soldiers  on  tbNJT 
voyage  to  Cutu,  and  the  inconvenience  of  prepar- 
ing their  bread  on  board,  I  have  directed  oim  to 
order  Captain  Rogers,  of  the  commissariat  depart- 
ment at  New  Orleans,  to  have  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  sea  biscuit  prepared  for  their  supply.  In 
ibis  arrangement  there  wilt  be  a  saving  of  tonnage 
to  the  United  States,  and  it  will  have  tbe  haj^ 
effect  of  preventing  any  complaints  from  Spain  on 
lj,e;  ^         .■  -    ..     .-.      .■-      ^  ..  . 

G9»  -   -- 

Btruction  of  the  treaty.    I  hope  this  measure  will 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  President 
With  high  consideration  and  respect,  iui. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Ldttft  front  Gtn.  Jaduoa  to  I6t  Gob.  of  Wat  Ftarttla. 
MoHTFEUEB,  AprU  30, 1821. 
Sin:  Dr.J.C.Bronaagb,Surgeon  General  of  the 
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my  friend,  iihI  oae  of  my 
dge  BrackeDridge,  will  pre- 
ey  are  the  bearers  of  a'coci' 
the  subject  of  a  ttenij  be- 
lesand  His  Catholic  Majes- 
e  docamecti  with  which  I 
aothorize  me  to  receiye  pos- 
!as.  TbMe  gentlemen  are 
receive  any  commuDication 
make  in  rehtioo  to  the  ne- 
for  the  transportation  of  the 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  or  to 
i  you  may  think  necessary, 
Tender  of  the  Florida*,  ac- 
ioos  of  the  treaty- 
great  respect,  &c. 
SNDREW  JACKSON. 

No.  2. 

■nuTol  Judrtn  Jackim  to  HU 

■■  CaUava,  Goeemor  of  WtH 

KTPBLiBR,  April  30,  1881. 
jnor  to  inform  your  Encel- 
D  duly  commisemned  by  the 
ed  State*  to  reeeiTC  poMes- 
igreesbly  to  the  stipulations 
vaen  the  United  States  and 
I  hare  also  to  state  that 
>rbes  has  sailed  from  New 
rged  with  the  royal  order  lo 
or  the  delivery  of  the  coun- 
«d  States  by  the  mid  treaty, 
nunioaie  to  tue  from  Pensa- 
hia  arrival,  which  may  be 

OTder  to  avoid  all  unoeces- 
readiuess,  ou  the  arrival  of 
Cuba,  the  neoessary  trans- 
d  military  officers,  and  the 
e  Majesty,  agreeablj  to  the 
IS  well  as  for  their  sup- 
ral  construction  which 


My,  as  w 
:  liberal  > 


be  transported  from  Pensa- 
adalsooi  the  number  of  days 
rom  Pensacola  to  Havana  is 
is  ihe  transports  and  sup- 
I  at  New  Orleans,  you  wfll 
ne  what  length  of  time  will 
part,  after  the  arrival  of  the 
n  General,  to  enable  yon  to 
eparatioos  to  embark.  This 
ed,  in  order  that  I  may  have 
le  of  prqtaration  for  your 
iraent  you  are  ready.  It  is 
^e  me  to  have  the  necessary 
1  Pensacola  and  St.  Mark's, 
troops  which  are  to  occupy 

iiated  to  me  that  it  is  ex- 
ance  of  the  Minister  of  His 
Washington,  that  no  unne- 
:e  place  in  delivering  posses- 


sion of  the  Floridas,  I  have  ofdeted  the  supplift 
of  the  tioop*  of  the  United  Slata  to  be  forwarded 
to  Pensacola  and  Sl  Augustine,  and  they  are  ei- 
pectett  lo  aiiire  at  those  points  by  the  15th  of  the 
next  monib.  The  situation  of  my  troops  in  ibe 
interior,  aitd  the  difficulty  of  sopplying  them 
there,  render  this  step  necessary  j  and  orders  hive 
been  given  to  expedite  no  further  M^qdies  to  the 
places  which  those  troops  at  present  occupy.  A 
rmioval  of  tlum  at  an  early  day  in,  therefore,  ren- 
dered neoessaryj  and  I  have  no  disposition  (linlce 
urged  by  necessity)  to  move  my  troops  to  any  nr- 
rison  occupied  by  the  troops  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty, until  the  same  shall  be  evacuated,  beiaf,  I 
assure  you,  earnestly  desirotis  that  nothing  may 
occur  to  disturb  that  harmony  and  good  unda- 
sianding  which  at  present  so  happily  exists  be- 
tween our  respective  Governments,  and  the  citi- 
zeus  and  subjects  of  each. 

From  a  wish  to  maintain  the  naost  peifect  hii- 
mony  and  good  understanding  between  us  during 
our  correspondence,  I  have  charged  the  bearer?  dI 
this  commtmication,  Di.  J.  C.  Bronaugh,  snrgeoD 
general  of  the  soutnan  division,  and  noy  frieoci, 
and  one  of  my  private  secretariea,  Judge  Bracken- 
ridge,  to  Htake  known  to  you  the  sincere  desire, 
on  my  part,  to  carry  into  eSect  the  stipulations  oJ 
ibe  treaty  uid  the  surrender  of  the  Floridas  witb 
the  utmost  good  faith  and  amity  with  the  officers 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  as  well  as  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  every  thing  stipulated  nnder  Ihe 
treaty,  on  the  nart  of  Ihe  Government  of  Ihe  Cni- 
ted  States,  wJU  be  executed,  agreeably  to  the  most 
liberal  construction  of  that  inslnimenL 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  dec 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Rvn  ChwrnoT  Jacltioa  to  tht  Seerttarg  of  Sbiit. 
Blarely^  May  7,  1S21. 

Sib  :  In  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant  I  advisei 
you  of  my  arrival  here,  of  communicating  witl 
Monlpelier,  and,  hearing  nothing  from  Coloae 
Forb^,  of  my  sending  Doctor  Eronaugh  and  Judg 
Brackenridge  to  obtain  information  necessary  1 
be  had  before  I  gave  instructions  to  Major  Staa 
ton,  i^uartermastet,  to  provide  the  Itaasports  an 
supplies  necessary  for  the  transnortatlQD  of  th 
Spanish  officers  and  soldiers.  These  gentleme 
have  this  morning  returned.  The  enclosed  tiao) 
lation  of  a  latter  ifom  the  Governor  of  Pensacoh 
and  the  report  of  these  gentlemen,  'frill  give  yo 
the  informatioii  acquired,  and  may  not  be  noitilei 
eetiiig  to  you. 

Finding,  from  the  report  of  the  above  gentle 
men,  that  the  Hornet  had  reached  the  Havana  o 
the  Sth  ultimo,  and  believing  that  she  ooust  reac 
Pensacola  shortly,  and  reflectiug  that  it  is  beUi 
for  the  transpotts  to  be  ready  with  supplies,  an 
to  wait  for  the  Hornet,  than  for  the  Spaaish  o& 
cers  and  troops  to  wait  for  the  transports  to  t 
procured  afier  her  arrival,  1  have  ordered  Majt 
Stanton  to  repair  to  Orleans  and  procure  tfaetran: 
ports  and  supplies,  and  have  them  ready  to  sa. 
for  Pensacola  on  the  first  notice  of  the  an-ival  t 
the  Hornet  there.  Major  Stanton  iofonns  me  tht 
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ke  thijoks  *esielB  on  be  obutined  oo  much  beiut 
terms  now  than  they  cut  be  after  it  is  knowik  the 
Hornet  has  retained,  and  that  transporuition  must 
beimmediately  bad.  He  is  inslructed  to  make  the 
most  advantsgeous  coouact  be  can,  to  sare  anj 
demuirage  on  accouDt  of  aof  short  delay ;  and  I 
hare  oo  doubl,  from  (be  rumors  of  mercantile  as- 
(ociationn  to  introduce  laige  qgantilies  of  goods 
into  Pensacola,  that  there  will  be  a  gteal  saving 
to  the  United  Slates  by  having  (be  tran^wits 
ready  on  the  arriv^  of  the  Hornet,  as  well  as  ear- 
lier posMsaiou  of  the  ceded  country. 

It  is  all-tmportaai  for  the  health  of  our  iNops 
to  bare  ihem  remored  from  Fort  Qadbden  io  all 
Ibis  month,  or  early  in  the  next,  and  every  exer- 
tion, as  far  as  it  rests  with  me,  shall  be  used  to 
obtain  this  object.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  oo^jectoie 
the  causes  of  the  delay  of  the  Hornetj  a  few  days 
will  eire  us  the  reasoa,  and  I  hope  it  may  not  be 
&und  to  exiiit  in  any  understanding  existing  \x- 
tweta  an  association  of  oar  merchaais  and  the 
Governor  Qsnenil  of  Cuba;  but  it  is  rumored  and 
believed  here  that  such  sa  attempt  will  be  made 
by  merchants  to  prevail  upon  the  Qoveraor  Gen- 
eral to  vitbbold  the  order  for  the  delivery  of  the 
Ftoridas  until  the  last  monent,  to  give  lime  for 
the  arrival  of  large  shipm«tts  of  goods  for  Pen- 
sacola.    I  am,  sir,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Blakely,  Way  T,  1821. 
Sib  :  In  pursuance  of  your  iostructtons,  we  left 
this  i^ee  oa  Tuesday  morning,  end  reached  Fea- 
sacula  about  10  o'clock  the  Thursday  following. 
The  Hornet  was  not  there,  but,  from  information 
on  whieh  we  believe  reliance  can  be  placed,  she 
arrived  ai  Havana  on  the  9th  ultimo. 

We  immediately  addressed  a  note  (A)  to  the 
QoTernor,  enclosing  our  letter  of  introduction,  and 
leqaesliug  an  interview  as  soon  as  it  would  be 
convenient.  He  sent  us  a  polite  answer,  (B,)  in- 
viting us  to  wait  on  him  at  the  Government-house 
at  10  o'clock  the  following  morning,  the  4th  insl. 
At  the  hoiir  appointed  we  waitedT  oq  him,  and 
preseitted  the  communication  from  you,  of  which 
vre  were  the  bearers,  aad  which,  being  explained 
to  him,  be  obsetvea  that,  on  tbe  subject  of  the 
treaty,  he  was  only  subordinate  to  the  Captain 
GeDeral  of  tbe  islaod  of  Cuba;  that,  as  nothing 
had  been  oommunicated  to  him  from  bis  superior, 
he  bad  no  authority  to  enter  into  any  areange- 
meDts  respecting  it ;  that  be  could  do-nothing  un- 
til he  sbould  receive  his  orders  through  tbe  t^u- 
lar  and  proper  channel.  He  declared  bis  wish  to 
avoid  all  unnecessarv  delay,  and  to  act  with  the 
utmost  promptitude  tne  moment  he  should  receive 
his  orders  from  the  Captain  General.  We  ob- 
served to  him  that  this  information  was  requested 
ia  order  to  prevent  useless  delay,  to  enable  you 
■wiih  greater  certainty  to  provide  the  transports 
and  supplies,  and  offered  to  show  him  the  copy  of 
the  


trooM  of  tlN  United  Slates  i. 
tended  Io  occupy  the  post  wit 
the  approach  of  the  sickly  aeaswi;  tlie  difficulties 


ipy  the  post  wilbin  the  Floridas ; 


of  all  military  movements  \>y  knd  and  sea,  in. this 
climate,  after  tbe  moalbs  of  May  and  June.  He 
repeated  that  he  bad  no  authority  whatever  to 
take  any  step,  until  authorized  by  the  Csptain 
General;  declined  tbe  perusal  of  the  royal  order, 
but  declared  bis  willingness  to  commanicate  fully 
all  tbe  infonuati(»i  required  by  you,  the  moment 
of  the  arrival  of  the  order  from  Havana.  We 
tben  requested  him  to  communicate  in  writing  to 
you  what  he  bad  slated  to  us,  which  he  promised 
to  do.  We  received  his  reply  (E)  in  the  evening, 
and  next  morning  set  out  for  this  place,  where  we 
arrived  this  morning.  Previously  to  our  depar- 
ture from  Pensacola,  we  addressed  a  letter  (C)  to 
the  Governor,  expressing  our  r^^et  at  not  being 
able  to  obtain  the  information  which  we  sought, 
and  enclosing  a  letter  (D)  to  Colonel  Forbes, 
making  known  your  arrival,  and  stating  your  anx- 
iety to  obtain  possession  of  tne  Floridas  ai  speedily 
as  possible. 

Witb  respect  to  the  points  oo  which  we  were 
instructed  to  obtain  information,  tbe  following  is 
the  result  of  our  inquiries  and  observation:  The 
number  of  troops,  including  officers  and  nersoas 
connected  with  the  Government,  who  will  leave 
the  countrv,  does  itot  exceed  five  hundred  and 
fifty ;  two  hundred  of  these  aie  io  Pensacola,  the 
remainder  at  the  Barrancas  and  St.  Maik's.  Ev- 
ery thing  seems  to  indicate  the  prevailing  under- 
standing that  they  are  shortly  to  quit  the  coantry. 
The  troops  are  not  r^ularly  drilled ;  there  are  no 
morning  or  ev«ning  veiades;  the  public  buildings 
are  entirely  neglected ;  and  tbe  Government  teems 
to  be  carelessly  administered  ;  the  inbabiteints  are 
impatient  for  the  change  and  it  is  said  that  but 
few  of  the  Spanish  families  will  leave  the  place. 
The  Governor,  we  were  told,  is  personallr  de- 
sirous to  be  gone;  he  is  a  frank,  candid  soldier, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  that  any  difficulties  «r  de- 
lays which  may  occur  will  be  occasioned  by  the 
Captain  General. 

There  are  at  present  in  tbe  harbor  only  a  few 
coasting  vessels;  there  have  been  but  few  arrivals, 
and  we  are  satisfied,  from  every  thing  we  have 
observed,  that  tbe  accounts  which  we  have  re- 
ceived respecting  the  importation  of  Africans  is 
not  correct ;  if  any  such  traffic  be  carried  oo,  it  is 
much  more  likely  to  be  between  Havana  and  St. 
Augustine.  On  the  other  subject  respecting  whieh 
we  were  directed  to  make  inqoiiy,  tbe  injury  said 
to  be  done  by  the  soldiery  to  the  untenanted  bouses 
belonging  to  American  citizens,  we  find  that  such 
injury  bas  been  done  alike  to  tbe  buildings  of 
Spanish  subjects.  Nearly  all  the  houses  otthis 
place  are  in  a  state  of  dilapidation,  and  there  are 
nearly  one-half  unoccupied,  few  of  which  can  be 
inhabited  without  extensive  repairs.  Nearly  ev- 
erv  dwelling^  however,  has  been  taken  by  persons 
who  are  wailing  with  impatience  the  chan^  of 
Government.  Rents  have  risen  astonisbmgly 
witbin  a  few  weeks,  and  town  property  is  now  as 
high  as  it  probably  will  be,  excepting  in  pertiea- 
'""   '  '     some  time  to  come.    Nearly  all 
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the  puUie  tquiKS,  the  ground  aroood  the  block- 
houses, estimated  Bt  a  reTV  largeBniount,)sclmiiiied 
BE  private  properly,  it  DBving  been  sold  by  the 
order  of  the  Kia^,  as  we  are  informed,  Mme  years 
ago.  It  is  a  snbject,  however,  very  well  worlh  in- 
qniring  into-  We  suspect  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
very  wuable  public  property  in  and  about  FenM- 
cola. 

From  the  shortness  of  oar  stay,  it  was  not  in 
our  power  to  obtain  information  on  other  subjects, 
and  on  those  we  hare'  noticed  not  as  full  as  we 
have  wished. 

We  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &x, 

J.  C.  BRONAUGH, 

H.  M.  BRACKBNRIDGE. 


Mburi.  Bronaugh   and  Brackenridgt   to  Gotvnor 
Callava. 
Pbhsacola,  Thartday  May  3,  1821. 
Sm  :  We  bate  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency thai  we  are  the  bearers  of  a  communication 
from  Major  Qeneral  Andrew  Jackson,  command- 
ing the  southern  dirisiou  of  the  United  States 
Army,  and  commissioner  for  receiTing  the  Flor- 
tdai'.    The  enclosed  letter  will  explain  the  object 

We  take  the  liberty  to  request  an  interview 
soon  as  it  may  be  convenient.    Yonr  Excellency 
will  be  pleased  to  intimate  to  us  at  what  hour  we 
may  do  ourselves  the  honor  lo  wait  upon  yon. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  * 

J.  C.  BRONAUGH, 
H.  M.  BRACKENRIDQE. 
His  Ex'ey  Don  Joan  Callava,  &c. 


Governor  Cailava't  atuioer. 

Pembacola,  Mij/  3, 1821. 
Sib:  By  your  esteemed  favor  of  to-day,  enclosing 
Ibeiettn  from  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
of  which  yoD  are  the  bearers^  I  am  informed  of 
your  commission  from  the  said  General.  and|  in 
compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  nonor  lo 
inform  yon  that  at  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning, 
tbe4th  iostanl,at  the  Government  house,  you  may 
have  the  interview  which  you  solicit. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  (the  first 
which  has  presented  itselQ  to  oner  you  my  services, 
and  in  the  mean  time  remain 

Yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSE  CALLAVA. 
Messrs.  J.  C.  BnoNAnati 

and  H.  M.  Bbackekriikie. 


L,  Jfay4,  1821. 
Sib  :   We  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  acknow- 


fram  Major  General  Jackson,  commanding  the 


southern  division  of  the  United  States  Army,aDd 
commissioner  for  receiving  the  Floridas. 

We  regret  that  vour  Excellency  does  not  con- 
sider yourself  authorized  to  commnoieate  the  ia* 
formation  solicited,  as  it  was  extremely  desirable, 
for  the  reasons  which  had  been  urged.  An  exact 
knowledge  of  the  onmber  of  persons  for  whom 
transports  are  to  be  furnished,  and  the  neceisuy 
supply  of  provisions,  would  have  very  much  facili- 
tated the  arrangements  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  It  will,  however,  be  eratifring  to  Gen- 
eral Jackson  to  receive  your  Kxceilency's  reply, 
on  the  arrival  of  Colonel  James  G.  Forbes  with 
the  order  from  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  for 
the  deliv^y  of  the  Floridas,  and  to  whom  we 
have  addressed  the  enclosed  letter,  which  we  tike 
the  liberty  of  requesting  your  Excellency  to  de- 
liver immediately  npon  his  arrival  at  this  place. 
Wehave  requested  Colonel  Forbes  to  receive  aav 
commnnicelion  yonr  Excellency  may  be  pleased 
to  make  to  General  Jackson,  and  to  forwiird  the 
same,  together  with  his  own  despatches. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  C.  BRONAUGH, 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDGE. 

His  Eicel'cy  Don  Tobb  Callava,  &c. 


Pembacola,  Jfay  4, 1831. 
DUAnStR:  GeneralJacksonarrivedatBlakely  ' 
on  tbe  29th  ultimo,  and  immediately  sent  an  ex- 
press to  Montpelier,  in  expectation  of  meeting 
with  despatches  from  you  at  that  place.  On  the 
retom  ot  the  express,  be  thought  proper,  from  his 
fireat  anxiety  to  comply  with  the  frish  of  the 
President  to  obtain  possession  of  the  Floridas 
early  in  this  month,  lo  send  us  with  a  communi- 
cation to  the  Governor  of  Pensacola,  requesting 
the  necessary  information,  to  enable  him  to  hare 
providedthelransportsandprovisionsforthe  Span- 
ish officers  and  soldiers,  and  also  to  communicate 
with  you,  calculating  upon  your  having  arrived. 
We  were  much  disappointed  at  not  finding  the 
Homet  at  this  place,  hut  immediately  requested 
an  interview  with  the  Guremor^  which  we  obtain- 
ed the  day  following.  He  informed  as  that  he 
could  make  no  arrangements,  or  say  any  thing  on 
the  subject,  until  he  received  his  orders  lorougb  the 
Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  to  whom 
he  IS  subordinate.  We  were  therefore  disappointed 
in  obtaining  for  the  present  the  information  which 
General  JaCkson  desires  ;  the  Governor  promised, 
however,  to  communicate  it  fully,  by  express,  as 
soon  as  you  should  arrive.  General  Jackson 
expected  to  hare  every  thing  in  readiness  by  the 
fifteenth  of  this  month,  to  transport  the  Spanish 
troops  are  expected  at  this  place  and  Sl  Augustine 
troops  to  Havana.  The  supplies  for  the  American 
by  that  day,  and  orders  have  been  given  to  discon- 
tinue the  supplies  at  the  points  which  those  troops 
at  present  occupy.  The  engagement  of  iraosfrarts 
at  New  Orleans,  and  the  purchase  of  supplier, 
must  be  delayed  until  the  iuformetioD  requested 
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bv  the  OeDenl  shall  be  obtained.  Tbe  riluatjou 
of  the  traopn  in  the  interior  renderi  it  rary  import- 
ant ihst  tbey  shonld  be  remoTed  iritiiDut  a  mo- 

We  therefore  requeit  vou  to  xtatat  the  Qo»- 
enuu'a  answer  to  Cfeneral  JaektoD'a  commuDica- 
tioD,  add  Id  forward  it  with  your  own  despatcbea 
Tor  tbeGnteial  with  the  atmort  poraiUe  expedition. 
He  i>  eztreaiely  anxious  to  a7oid  all  delay,  aa 
the  season  is  now  far  adTaneed,  and  many  leasona 
Gonenr  io  renderioK  it  Decenary  to  UUie  immediate 
ponnsioD  of  the  E^oridas. 

We  hare  the  honor  tu  be,  &c. 

J.  C.  BRONAUGH, 

H.  M.  BRACEENRIDOE. 

£. 
Oottmor  CoSavd  to  General  Jaekton. 

FfiNaACOL^,  May  4, 1821. 

MoffT  Excellent  8ib  :  in  the  moraiug  of  the 
day  before  yesterday  1  received  your  Eicetlency's 
letter,  dated  at  Montpelier,  the  30lh  of  April  last, 
by  irhich  you  are  pleaaed  to  inform  me  that  Dr. 
J.  C.  Bronaugh,  Soi^eoa  General  of  the  DiTision 
of  the  South,  aod  one  of  rour  private  secretaries, 
Judge  Brackenridee,  are  ine  bearers  ofa  communi- 
cation to  me  OD  the  subject  of  the  treaty  between 
the  Uoiied  States  and  Hii  Catholic  Majesty,  and 
also  of  the  docomeiits  in  rirlue  of  which  you  hare 
been  empowered  to  receive  possessioo  of  ibe  Flor- 
idas ;  that  the  said  Btooaugh  and  Brackeniidge 
were  autborized  by  you  to  receive  any  reply  which 
I  might  thiak  proper  to  make  touching  the  neces- 
sary arrutgemeats  preparatory  to  the  saircDder  of 
Ibe  Floridas,  according  to  the  stipulations.  [Here 
follows  a  mere  recapitulation  of  the  letter  of  which 
Messrs.  Brooaugh  and  BracJtenridge  were  the 
bearers.]  In  reply,  I  have  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency thai,  at  the  present  motneoi,  I  cannot  enter 
into  tbe  particulars  which  are  suggested  to  me, 
not  having  yet  received  any  orders  from  the  Cap- 
tain General  of  Cuba,  the  superior  on  wl^m  I  am 
immediately  dependant,  relative  to  the  treaty  and 
the  surrender  of  this  province,  and  hy  which  my 
meoaures  must  be  governed,  in  case  I  should  be  se- 
lected ns  the  person  (o  make  tbe  same.  Messrs. 
BroasDgh  and  Brackenridge  have  requested  tbatl 
irould  advise  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet  as 
Kooa  »s  she  may  arrive  at  this  port,  which  I  con- 
sented to  do  with  much  pleasure. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  declare  how  saiistaciory  to 
me  are  the  sentiments  you  express,  and  I  lake  this 
occasion  to  reciprocate  the  offer  of  my  most  sincere 
services. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  consideration,  Ac. 

JOSE  CALLAVA. 

Governor  Jadion  to  tit  Scerttary  of  State. 

Montpelier,  Mag  19, 1821. 
Sir  :  1  am  still  without  any  information  from 
Colonel  Forbes,  or  from  the  Hornet,  since  her 
arrival  on  the  9th  ultimo  at  the  Havana,  of  which 
yon  were  advised  in  my  last.  Her  delay  is  nnac- 
coaatable,andptaeeB  us  in  an  unpleasant  situation. 


It  cerlaiDly  was,  from  the  treaty,  the  expectation 
of  both  Governments  that  we  would  bave  been  in 
~  possession  of  the  Flwidas  before  the  22d  in- 
stant The  situation  of  the  troops  on  the  Appala- 
chicola,  in  the  interior,  and  which  are  to  garrison 
St.  Mark's,  is  unpleasant,  and  the  delay  will  add 
mnch  to  the  expense  of  transporting  provisions  to 
them,  especially  as  ibey  are  again  to  be  transported 
to  St.  Mark's.  Believing,  as  1  do,  that,  as  soon 
as  the  Spanish  agents  are  notified  of  tbe  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty,  and  tbe  exchange  thereof,  there 
can  be  no  reason  for  delay,  the  moment  the  Hor- 
net arrives  i  shall  move  to  Penaacola,  and,  having 
taken  possession,  shall  organize  and  exercise  the 
Government  of  toe  country,  as  a  thing  which  we 
have  a  perfect  right  to  do  at  any  time.  The 
evacuation  of  tbe  fortifications  by  ihe  Spanish 
officers  and  troops,  and  tbe  Iraosportiog  them  to 
Cuba,  is  another  thing,  to  accomplish  which  ibey 
bave  six  months,  if  it  is  not  possible  to  withdraw 

Here,  from  my  instructions,  I  am  lo  remain 
until  Ihe  arrival  of  Colonel  Forbes ;  but,  on  hia 
arrival,  if  any  delay  is  attempted,  it  cannot  be 
attributed  to  the  Government  of  Spain,  but  a 
wanton  act  of  her  officers,  not  warranted  oy  good 
faith  or  by  the  treaty.  In  this  case,  therefore,  I 
bave  a  right  to  present  myself  and  demand  poa- 
sessioD.  This  course  I  intend  to  )>ursue,  if  ne- 
cessary ;  and  my  conjectures  that  this  course  may 
become  necessary  grow  out  of  the  delay  of  the 
arrival  of  Colonel  Forbes.  From  reading  his  in- 
structions, I  cannot  see  any  real  cause  for  bis  de- 
lay, or  bow  it  has  occurred,  or  why  he  has  per- 
milted  it;  still,  I  hope  he  has  good  reasons  to 

t'uh  his  Government  in  this  particular. 


i'at 


ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  same  to  fame,  doled 
Montpelier,  JUay  21,  1821. 

On  lasi  evening  Mr.  G.  L.  Thompson  reached 
me,  having  lefl  the  Hornet  at  Cuba  on  the  7th 
instant,  and  oanded  me  a  letter  .froiu  Colonel 
Forbes,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed. 
Mr.  Thomp!Oo  informs  me  that  Colonel  Forbes 
had  assured  him  that  he  would  not  be  detained 
more  than  four  days  at  furthest,  and  slated  lo  btra 
that  he  had  this  positive  assurance  from  the  Gov- 
ernor General  of  Cuba. 

1  sincerely  regret  tbe  delay  of  Colonel  Forbes, 
as,  on  his  arrival,  I  am  prepared  to  present  myself 
and  receive  possession  of  tae  country,  and  put  an 
end  to  this  traibarous  traffic,  [slave  trade,]  whkh 
I  bave  no  doubt  is  novr  practising  on  the  coast  of 
Florida. 

I  advised  you  in  a  former  letter  that  I  had  sent 
bills  on  the  Ooverament,  by  Colonel  Gadsden,  lo 
tbe  amouDtof  $3  000,  to  be  sold  in  Orleans.  I  am 
advised  by  him  that  be  could  not  effect  a  saie  of 
them,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  raise  money 
to  enable  him  to  procure  the  necessary  transports 
for  Maioi  Stanton  from  other  sources,  of  w^ieh 
you  wUl  be  advised  hereafter.  Unlets  the  Gov- 
wnment  furnishes  me  with  a  cheek  upon  Ihe 
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Bisneh  Bulk  of  the  Uaited  State*  at  Orlaau,  I 
mm  fearful  thai  1  •bail  nol  be  able  to  procetd'weU 
in  the  orgBnizattoo  of  tbe  QoTeminsiit. 

I  EDcloae  yon  a  copy  of  a  Ifliler  from  the  Gor- 
tcBor  of  PeDMOola,  received  bj  my  aid-de-camp, 
(CiiXatii  Call,)  togeilHrwilfaBcc^yorbisTEport, 
which  will  ahow  you  the  frdings  of  the  Gorer- 
mr,  and  tbat  DothiDsis  wanting  but  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Forbes  to  ^ce  us  in  powenioa  of  the 
cadod  country.    I  am,  sir,  AiC. 

ANDREW  JACKBON. 


Havana,  May  7,  18S_ 

Sir  :  Commiisioned  by  the  President  of  the 
nnited  Stalea  to  delircr  the  royal  order  apoa  the 
Qovernor  of  Cuba  for  the  delifery  of  the  Floridi 
to  our  GoTerumeDt,  I  was  directed  hy  ibe  honoi 
able  Secretary  of  Slate  to  eommanicaie  with  your 
Excelleocy  upoa  my  arrival  at  PcD&acola  with 
the  further  order  of  the  Goreroor  to  the  Spanish 
authorities  in  the  Florid  as. 

f  srriTed  in  the  nornei  sloop  of  war  on  the  SSd 
of  last  month,  and  was  very  favorably  receired  by 
OoTernor  Mahy,  who  expressed  a  wish  to  expe- 
dite me  very  promptly,  aa  soon  as  the  cooToy  for 
Spain  sailed.  This  assurance  has  been  renewed 
to  me  occasionally  since,  but  I  r^ret  to  say  that 
I  am  still  uncertain  when  I  can  receive  either  the 
necessary  order,  or  the  archives,  which  also  come 
within  the  range  of  mr  commission. 

I  avail  myself  of  tKe  opportunity  aflWded  by 
Mr.  Thompson  of  making  this  communication, 
tind  take  the  liberty  of  su^esiiog  to  your  Excel- 
lency the  expediency  of  having  a  person  at  Pen- 
sacola  from  whom  I  can, on  landing,  receive  snch 
information  as  will  enable  me  to  communicate 
immediately  with  your  Excellency  by  express. 

1  beg  leave  also  to  state  that  1  have  applied  for 
an  order,  in  duplicate  form,  so  as  to  embrace  East 
Florida,  and  that,  on  receijit  of  it,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  find  a  suitable  opportunity  of  transmitting  it  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Vniled  Slates 
troops  at  Amelia  Island,  subject  to  such  orders  at 
he  may  receive  from  the  Deparlment  of  State,  or 
from  yonr  Excellency,  taking  the  original  with 
me  in  the  Hornet. 

As  Mr.  Thompson  is  fully  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  my  mission,  I  refer  your  Excellency  to 
him  for  any  further  information,  with  the  assu- 
rance that  no  exertions  have  been,  or  shall  on  my 
part  be,  spared,  to  carry  into  complete  effect  the 
otnecis  of  such  national  importance. 

1  am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  &c., 

JAMES  G.  FORBES, 
Cmmaiiiarji  and  Agent  of  Hi*  U.  S. 

Report  of  Caplaifa  Caii  to  Giofral  Jaekton. 

MONTPELIER,  May  31, 1B31. 

Oehebal:  In  obedience  to  your  instroeiiont  of 
the  lltb,  I  left  this  on  the  13th,  and  arrived  at 
Penucola  on  the  14th  instant.  The  result  of  my 
mwion  to  which  place  I  have  bow  the  honor  to 
report. 


Od  my  artival  I  addmaed  a  oMa  to  Ike  Qov- 
otior,  of  which  No.  1  is  a  ooot,  and  ceeaTtd  ii 
reply  No.  2,  herewith  eadoMd.  On  ihc  ISth  1 
had  an  interview  with  the  OovemiR,  dslifacd 

Kinr  letter  of  the  11th,  and  reoeivcd  loraaHra 
o.  3,  which  I  have  prnented  to  yoa,  a>d  fm 
which  you  will  fiad  that  tbeOoventotbtiam- 
ded  to  your  ptopoaitian,  »  far  a*  it  relates  to  yiw 
""^^°g  a  depoiite  of  pfsvisions  at  PeBfA,  to 
facilitate  which  be  has  offisedspnhlksuniaa^ 
and  «  s*"^  ^  '^  ppoteetian.  But  he  ofima 
much  regret  that  he  is  not  suthorixed  lo  inik- 
draw  the  garrison  of  St.  Mmrk's  OBtil  be  re- 
ceiveii  the  orders  of  the  Captaiti  General  of  Cuba 
to  that  edect.  He  pledges  himself  that  ercirti- 
ertioQ  in  his  power  shall  be  made  lo  cany  (be 
tieftty  into  immediate  operation;  and  lhBt,wtia 
ordered  bv  the  Oaptaia  General,  every  facility  to 
his  part  snail  be  given  to  the  American  autboriiiti 
for  the  most  prompt  occupalton  of  the  ceded  im 
tory.  1  had  repeated  interviem  with  tfaeOartn- 
or,  nod,  ai  far  an  I  had  an  c^ipDrtuai^  of  faniii 
■n  eninisn  of  his  chmraoter,  i  belien  kn  tabes 
fnoK,  ingenuoiK  soldier,  *Dd  that  e*etv  codNmm 
be  pkcn]  in  tb«  pn>GHmti*  Which  he  kv 


»y  be  pMcn]  i 
lada.    Of  this  I 


am 


tlcM 


to  leave  thkn  you  an  10  oDOupr  the  ceded  esBBHy. 
For  inferlMttien  relative  to  the  slo^  of  wvHn^ 
not,  I  refer  you  to  Mr.  Tkempscm,  who  left  kerii 
the  port  of  Havsna  on  (ha  8th  iaataat. 
t  am,  air,  Ac. 

R.  K.  CALL,  Ai.C 

No.1. 
Captain  CaU  to  Goeetvor  CaUaea. 

Penbacola,  May  14, 1S21. 


of  West  Florida,  and  informs  him  that  he  is  tbc 
bearer  of  a  communication  from  Major  Genoil 
Jackson  to  his  Excellency,  with  whom  Ctpuii 
Call  requests  the  pleasure  of  an  interview. 

No.  2.  I 

Aniaar  to  the  abotie. 

Pekbaoola,  Mag  14,  }8S1. 
His  BicelJency  Governor  Cb1I(itb  has  jast  re- 
ceived Captain  Call's  note.  He  prestnts  hau- 
sneets  lo  htm,  and  informs  him  that  he  maykivt 
toe  interview  which  he  requests  at  ten  o'clock  to- 
morrow morning,  in  the  dovermnCBt-botise. 

No.  3. 


PznsAcoLA,  May  16, 1831. 

Most  Excsllbnt  Sis  :  I  received  yeaterdtT 
moroing,  with  much  satisfaction,  by  the  haadt  a 
Captain  Richard  K.  Call,  your  Excellency's  lid 
your  communioation  of  the  lltb,  in  reply  to  miiif 
of  the  4th  insunt. 

I  am  persuaded  that  I  stated  to  Judge  Biaekra- 
ridge,  in  the  interview  with  me,  and  on  the  deliv- 
ery of  your  first  communieatioii,  that  fom  Sxwl- 
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IcBCf  woaM  find  no  obtticle  to  tti«  dvpontur  at 
ihis  place  tbe  Hppltestoi  which  yon  refer,  *M  on 


the  snggeation  cf  your  Sseellency  mpecting 
the  tnoiporttilioD  of  ike  Spuiieb  garrison  of  Si. 
Mark's  to  this  place,  in  order  that,  united  with 
Ibe  rest,  tkey  maf  sail  together  ondei  the  oohto? 
oftheUortMi,  is  as  worthy  of  yotv  ExeeUeiiCf's 
ptodence  as  it  ia  Deoffisary  oad  preper,  and  I  ihftU 
eontribule  to  it  with  pdeoaure  (aa  »oob  as  the  ex- 
pected Dideis  (hall  amre  from  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral) ts  far  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and  «ilh  (be 
acttrity  aod  ener^  oecesiary  to  prerent  the  in- 
eoBTenieruie*  vhick  may  be  oeoasioued  by  delay. 
I  regret  tt>at>  Ht.^«Mnt,  this  is  not  within  tbe 
compUB  of  my  authority,  (ho«  orders  not  hnving 
yet  umed. 

I  hmw  yout  Bzcellency  will  do  me  the  honor 
10  he  ItiJly  pennaded  thai  I  heaKtly  oonenr  with 
yoa  ia  wuhing  tttat  every  thing  between  na  may 
be  COD  dueled  with  tbeutmoet  humonyaDdfriead- 
thip ;  as.  also,  of  the  sali»faoltott  which  your  ten- 
tunents  o&vegiran  10  the  officers  and  iroope  nadir 
my  ebarge,  as  well  a*  to  myself. 

As  soon  as  I  sb&lt  be  empoiwered  to  enter  on 
the  aubjeet  of  tbe  evaaBatioo  of  this  proTince,  I 
will  transmit  to  ^oar  Excellency,  with  the  utmost 
punctuality,  the  informBtioD  requested  of  me,  and 
whatever  else  may  contribute  to  the  more  satisfac- 
loTT  acconnrfishraent  of  the  bftsinesa.  Captain 
Call  skaU  reeeJTe  from  me  all  the  reaped  and  at- 
tentioiiB  due  to  bim,  as  wstl  on  aeooont  of  bis  in- 
diridnal  worth,  as  of  the  pleaiuie  I  take  in  bon- 
oring  yoor  Excelteney's  recommadatioa. 

Efod  preserve  yoa  many  years. 

JOSE  CAUJVA. 


GooenoT  Jackaan  to  Ikt  StereUury  of  Slate. 

MoNTFELiBB,  Mag  30, 1821. 

Stm:  In  my  leUer  iSiyon  of  tbe  Slst  instant,  I 
advised  you  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Thompson,  and 
thereceiDt  of  aletier  from  Colonel  Forbes,  a  copy 
of  which  I  enclosed  to  you,  and  which  I  hope 
will  reach  you  in  due  rime. 

I  have  bad  iki  information  from  Colonel  Forbes 
•  m;  last,  bn  it  appears  u  be  aiMlerslood  aud 
"ted  by  Ike  inbabitaDit  of  Pca.iaeala  that  we 
It  get  posaeenoa  oDtil  tlia  expintion  of  six 
noatbH  mun  the  enkaage  of  latifiortian*  of  the 
treaty.  My  letter  of  the  19th  inatant  will  have 
giTen  jenrnj  contraction  of  the  treaty,  and  my 
power  under  the  commission  to  take  poHttsiou  of 
the  Plotidas,  combined  with  yotir  iiwtraotitnu. 
I  sbaU  anxionriy  await  yoor  answer  to  that  letter, 
aa  I  bare  but  foile  doubt  now  but  we  will  ezpe- 
rieoce  evpty  delay  that  can  be  thrown  in  our  way, 
and  1  liave.no  whIi  to  do  any  act  cooiraiy  to  my 
instrtMrtivaa  or  ttie  wi^  of  my  Qoverament ;  but 
when  I  review  tbe  ddavs  and  condnet  hevelofore 
praetiaed  by  tbe  SpaaiM  Goveranieol,  I  feel  my- 
self bound  to  oppoae  any  attonpt  to  prosttale  our 
nstiooal  character,  and  to  violale  the  pledges  of 
fri^d^ip  givea  ia  tbe  treaty.  1  feel  every  desire 
to  humoBize  aad  to  obtain  possessioB  of  th«  cotn- 


try  ceded  in  tbe  moat  gentle  nunneT,  provided  I 
meet  a  correspoading  disposition  on  tuc  part  of 
the  officers  of  Spain ;  but  if  tbe  order  for  the  de- 
liverr  dtould  not  be  sent  by  Colonel  Forbes  to  the 
Qovernor  of  PeasacolB,  on  his  report  that  he  has 
delivered  the  royal  order  io  the  Captain  Oeneral 
and  Gorernor  of  Cnba,  I  deem  it  imp^oua  upon 
me  to  advance  within  tbe  limtls  of  Florida,  tm- 
der  sufficient  transportation,  and  demand  a  sur- 
render of  tbe  eonnrry,  agreeably  to  tbe  second 
article  of  the  treaty;  it  being  presumed  that  the 
Governor  General  of  Cuba  has  dorte  his  duly,  and 
that,  duly  notifying  tbe  Qovernor,  be  has  given 
the  necessary  order  for  the  delivery  of  ibe  ceded 
country.  If  tbe  Gkivemor  alleges  that  be  is  not 
ready  to  deliver  the  country  and  embark  his  troops, 
it  seems  to  me  that  he  is  not  only  bound  to  show 
good  reasons,  but  also  to  defray  tbe  expenses  of 
demarvage  iocumd  apon  tbe  mibtic  vessels  or- 
dered for  the  tnn^orution  of  his  troops.  If  tbe 
Spanish  Governor  should  not  embark  bis  troops 
before  the  3dd  of  August  nest,  roust  not  the  apa»- 
ieh  Govemraoit,  alter ibat  date,  famish  theirowa 
traDsportaiioB,  having  violated  the  treaty?  aad 
have  I  not  a  rishl,  af&r  that  data,  to  take  poseea- 
sion  by  force,  ii  not  peacMUysarrendered?  From 
tbe  wording  of  the  act  of  Congress,  I  bare  no 
doubt  we  have. 

I  hope  I  may  be  agreeably  disappointed  in  my 
foreboainga;  but,  from  the  declarations  of  some 
AmericaDs  that  we  will  not  gel,  nor  have  a  right 
to  demand,  possession  anttl  the  expiration  of  Ine 
six  months,  and  thai  even  then  we  rauat  negotiate 
for  poBspssion,  added  to  the  delay  alieady  anet^ 
enced,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  every  delay 
will  be  experienced  that  the  Spaaisb  officers  thisK 
wiU  he  submitted  to  by  the  American  OovmuDtU. 
Be  asssred  I  shall  act  with  caaiion,  but  with  finv- 
and  energy.  I  cherish  a  hope  that  tbe  offieen 
of  Spain  may  meet  me  harmoruously ;  and,  al- 
tbouffb  appewvneea  are  at  preieat  to  the  revcna, 
I  still  believe  they  think  that  I  will  a«t  promptly, 
and  that  they  will  be  thereby  induced  not  to  nas- 
ard  too  macn  by  uanecessaFy  delay.  I  shall  wok 
with  anxiety  for  your  aoawer  to  my  letter  of  tbe 
"■  '  instant.    I  ana,  sir,  dtc 

ANDREW  JACKaON. 


Eatractt  e/a  leOtr/ivM  Governor  Jacktm  to  titSec- 
Ttlary  of  8laU,dattd 

MOMTPBLIZS,  /(HW  9,  18S1. 

I  am  still  here  awaiting  tbe  arrival  of  Cokmei 
Porbee,  from  whom  I  have  heard  nothing  since 
the  receipt  of  bis  letter  of  the  7(h  May  last.  Ae  I 
advised  yoa.  Major  Stanton  has  engaged  tbe  trana- 
ports,  and  they  will  be  in  Pensacola  bay  on  tbe  lOtfc 
msIanL  unless  adverse  winds  prevent.  They  were 
to  sail  from  Orleans  on  the  3tl  instant. 

It  was  oalcnlated  with  certainty  that  Colonel 
Forbea  would  have  been  here  long  since.  Should 
he  pevmit  himself  to  be  much  longer  detained,  the 
demnrra^  on  the  transjiortB  here  and  at  Amelia 
Island  will  be  a  heavy  item  in  onr  expense,  and 
occasion  us  to  lose  man);  Mldiers  by  removisg 
them  in  tb«  height  of  the  sickly  leasen ;  tor,  m,  to 
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be  candid,  I  hkve  now  do  hopes  of  his  arriving 
beie  before  ihe  Utter  end  of  this  month,  or  perhaps 
the  22*1  of  August.    I  am,  sir,  &e. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

P.  S.  9  o'dcckP.  M^~A  letter  from  Pensacola 
*tates  that  a  geatlemaa  just  ariired  froiu  tbe  Ha- 
TBB4  stales  that  the  Inteudant  died  on  ibe  19tli  ul- 
timo, aad  CeptaiD  Read  lay  very  ill.  By  Lieu- 
tenant Hawkins,  from  Mobile,  I  am  informed  that 
a  captain  of  a  vessel  from  Havana  stated  to  bi 
that  Captain  Read,  of  the  Hornet,  was  dead.  No 
It  of  Colonel  Forbea. 


GvterMT  Jaekaaa  to  ihe  Steretary  ofSiate. 

CaNTOHHENT,  MONTFELIEB, 

Jane  10, 1621. 

SiK :  The  mail  is  jusi  passing,  and  I  have  only 
time  to  say  that  an  ekpreaa  readied  this  from  Pen- 
sacola, one  hour  since,  briDging  the  inforDiation 
of  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet  at  that  place  yester- 
day. We  shall  move  from  this  on  Ihe  l4(h  in- 
•t«nt,  and  hope  to  be  in  possession  of  the  Ftoridas 
as  early  after  that  date  as  potaible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Jtc. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

GovtrTWT  Jatkaon  to  the  Stcrttary  of  Stale. 

MOHTFELIEB,  IvM  U,  1821. 

Sib:  lAy  note  of  yesterday,  sent  by  express 


Del  Forbes  to  you,  enclosed  to  me  for  perasal,  With 
a  request  to  forward  the  same  ai  early  as  practi- 
cable, will  afibrd  you  all  the  iafonnation  I  yet 
possess  on  the  subject.  There  can  now  be  no 
eause  for  delay  in  delivering  the  provinces  of 
Florida,  conformably  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty,  nnlera  it  should  arise  from  the  error  com- 
mitted in  designating  Colonel  Forbes,  in  the  Cap- 
tain General  of  Cuba's  order,  as  United  Slates 
Commissioner  authorized  to  receive  the  ceded 
country,  and  which  error  appears  not  to  have 
been  corrected  on  the  note  attached  to  the  order 
addressed  to  the  Crovernor  of  West  Florida,  as 
Spanish  commissioner. 

Colonel  Forbes  has  not  made  known  to  me  the 
caases  which  detained  him  after  the  receipt  of  the 
Captain  Qeneral's  order  hi  the  delivery  of  the 
provinces,  which  bears  date  Ihe  5ih  of  May,  1S21 ; 
and  it  i*  uoBccounlahle  how  it  should  have  re- 
quired until  the  2Slh  of  the  same  month  for  Ihe 
two  notes  to  be  annexed,  which  are  dated  on  that 

By  reference  to  Colonel  Forbes's  letter  to  you  of 
the  8th  instant,  it  appeats  that  Don  Alva,  his 
Spanish  colieegue,  is  alone  charged  with  the  de- 
livery of  East  Florida.  Should  ibis  prove  to  be 
the  fact,  considerable  delay  and  embarrassment 
may  result,  as  the  only  public  vessel  on  this  sta- 
lion  (the  Nonsuch)  was  despaiebed  from  Havana 
to  Si.  Augustine  by  Colonel  Forbes,  with  the 
supposed  Gommissianer,  Arredondo,  for  ihe  deliv- 


ering the  province  of  Bast  Florida  to  the  consti- 
tuted BUthorilies  of  the  United  States. 

If  Don  Alva's  pretence  in  Bi:  Aogusline  be  m- 
diapensable,  it  is  uncertain  when  he  may  be  lUe 
to  reach  that  place;  nor  do  I  conceive  (hat,  unda 
the  treaty,  the  United  Slates  is  bonnd  to  futDBb 
him  with  transportation.  It  is  my  intention  to 
send  Colonel  Gadsden  to  St.  Aogusline  a«  soon 
as  possession  is  obtained  of  Pensacola,  and  I  have 
applied  to  Ihe  collector  of  the  port  of  Mobile  for 
the  revenue  cutler  Alabama  for  this  parpoM. 
Should  this  vessel  be  obtained,  a  passage  will  be 
offered  Don  Alva.  I  can  only  assure  yon  tbsi, 
guided  by  yoar  inslruclions,  no  further  delay  in 
obtaining  possession  of  the  Floridas  will  be  per- 
mitted. I  lio  not  anticipate  any,  unless  ii  ihouU 
grow  ont  of  the  detention  of  Don  Alva  at  Peosa- 
cola.  I  am  advised  by  Colonel  Builer  that  the 
transports  were  at  Charleston  on  the  9tb  ullinio, 
and  must  have  reached  Amelia  Island  by  the  Ifkh. 
All  neceamry  arrangemenb  connected  with  the 
occupation  of  West  Florida  have  been  matm«d. 
The  transports  were  lo  have  sailed,  with  Major 
Stanton  on  board,  from  New  Orieans  on  the  3d 
instant,  and  tbeir  arrival  in  Pensacola  may  be 
expected  daily.    I  am,  sir,  Ac. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

GoTtraor  Jaekton  to  the  Secretary  of  Sale. 

MoHTPELiEB,  Juns  13,  1S21. 
Sir  :  Your  communications  of  the  BSd  and  23n 
ultimo,  accompanied  with  a  list  of  appointments 
made  by  the  Executive,  with  a  view  of  establish- 
ing and  enforcing  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States  within  the  Terrilories  of  East  and  Wetl 
Florida,  conformably  to  the  act  of  Congress  for 
the  eovernmeni  of  said  provinces,  were  received 
lateTasI  night  by  express.  They  have  been  placed 
on  file,  and  their  contents  duly  noted. 
With  respect,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Governor  Jackson  to  Hu  Stcrttarj/  of  State. 
Mamdel'b,  (15  niiet^tm  Pmtaeoia,} 
Jmw29,  1821. 
Sib  :  I  arrived  here  un  the  15th  inataat.  since 
which  1  have  been  employed  in  making  tike  ne- 
cessary arrangemenb  ibr  receiving  posseosioo  of 
West  Florida,  dtc.,  and  have  the  honor  to  infom 
you  that  every  thing  is  now  in  readiness  bW  a 
vesDel,  to  supply  Ihe  place  of  the  traBaport  Con, 
which  was  cnartered  by  Major  Stanton  at  New 
Orleans,  and  unfortunately  lost  off  the  Balize  in 
a  heavy  gale  on  her  way  to  Pensacola.  Anothn 
transport  could  only  be  jwocnred  at  New  Orleans, 
and  it  was  confidently  expected  that  ^ariesmas- 
ter  Hunt,  stationed  at  that  place,  wonld  have 
chartered  another  vessel,  and  deapatehed  her  here 
immediately  upon  hearing  of  the  loss  of  the 
Cora ;  but  this  responsibility  it  am>ears  he  did  doI 
think  proper  to  assume,  althougn  he  muM  hare 
received  information  of  her  loss  shortly  after  the 
accident,  and  no  step  was  taken  totnt^y  anolhtr 
until  the  arrival  of  Major  Stanton's  exfnaa,  who 
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waa  despatched  to  Orleaas  the  instBot  that  a  ves- 
sel could  be  procured  lo  transport  him,  after  the 
UformatioD  ot  her  loss  reached  Peimacala.  The 
winds  have  been  uofaTorable,  but  ibe  arrival  of 
[he  Iran 
»  day  o  , 

ceive  possession ;  as  I  have  the  pledge  of  tbe 
Goremor  that,  in  four  dayn,  or  six  ai  furthest, 
after  the  arriTal  of  tbe  Inmsport,  he  will  deliver 
fprraally  the  keys  of  Pensacola  to  me. 

Some  difficulty  was  likely  to  have  occurred  ia 
relation  to  the  artillery  appertainiog  to  the  foitiG- 
cations.  The  Governor  contended  that  he  bad 
the  right  to  take  theni  away,  ai  they  were  Dot 
specifically  ceded  under  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty.  I  claimed  them  as  being  ioelnded  under 
the  veim  fiiTtifieatwM,  and  urged  that  it  might  be 
considered  a  violatiou  of  the  treaty  if  aa  attempt 
should  be  made  lo  strip  the  fortifications  of  their 
means  of  defence,  aud  inslaoced  the  case  of  a 
veMel  of  war  transferred  from  one  nation  to  800- 
ther,  which  might  as  well  be  stripped  of  her  ar- 
mameDt  by  the  party  disposing  of  ner,  as  to  re- 
move from  a  fortification  its  guns  mounted  for  its 
defence,  which  would  entirely  change  its  char- 
acter, and  reduce  it  to  a  mere  edifice.  He,  how- 
ever, at  length  agreed  that  an  inventory  should  be 
taken  of  ordnance  storn,  &c.,  and  tbe  subject  be 
referred  to  our  respective  Governmenls,  they  re- 
maining in  tbe  possession  of  the  officers  ot  the 
United  States  tiaiil  the  question  should  be  deci- 
ded. Immediately  upop  claim  being  set  uptothe 
ordnance,  and  a  receipt  being  demanded  for  it,  as 
in  deposite.  I  demanded  a  receipt  for  the  provia- 
ions,  and  likewise  for  the  transportation  which 
would  be  furnished  for  the  civil  officers,  and  fam- 
ilies of  officers,  which  were  not  specifically  enu- 
merated under  the  seventh  article  of  the  irraty. 
This  also  has  been  agreed  to,  and  is  to  be  referred 
in  like  manner  lo  our  Governments.  So  soon  as 
I  receive  possession  Of  the  country,  I  will  submit 
to  you  all  the  correspondence  which  has  taken 
place  on  thin  subject,  and  also  a  full  report  of  all 
mjr  proceedings  adopted  ia  relation  to  the  oct 
paney  of  tfaePloridaa. 

Injustice  to  Major  Stanton,  T  must  add  that 
blame  can  possibly  be  attached  to  him  for  the  loss 
of  tbe  transport  Cora,  he  having  nsed  every  ne- 
ceasarr  precaution  10  ascertain  that  she  waa  sea- 
ivorthy,  as  be  had  been  ordered  by  me  to  employ 
no.  vessel  unless  he  .was  satisfied  that  ahe  wa! 
SDch.  His  report,  together  with  certificates,  Ilc, 
which  fully  prove  that  he  faithfully  performed  his 
duty,  shall  be  furnished  you. 

The  unlooked-for  delay  of  the  Hornet,  in  the 
first  place;  the  extraordinary  occurrence  of  Don 
Alva  bringlBg  with  him  to  Pensacola  a  despatch 
to  Ibe  Governor  of  East  Florida,  which  the  Qor 
«rnor  of  West  Florida  yesterday  aatured  me  wi 
from  the  Captain  Qeaetal  of  Cuba,  and  relates  1 
tbe  delivery  of  East  Florida,  when  the  United 
States  veaset  Noasucb,  at  the  request  of  Colonel 
p'orbes,'  was  ordered  from  Havana  direct  to  St. 
Augasline,  together  with  the  delay  which  has 
Dcceaurilv  [beenl  occasioned  by  the  loss  of  tbe 
traoaport  bora,  wiU  add  to  out  cxpenae  ia  obtain- 


ing possession  of  the  Floridas.  And,  lo  prevent 
any  further  delay  from  the  circumstance  of  Don 
Alva  having  brought  to  this  place  despatches  for 
the  Governoi  of  St.  Augustine,  and  to  insure  im- 
mediate possession,  CoJontt  Gadsden  will  sail  to- 
morrow in  the  United  Staten  schooner  Revenge, 
which  fortunately  touched  on  yesterday  at  Pensa- 
cola, taking  with  him  the  necessary  orders  to  Colo- 
nel Butler,  and  offering  to  carry  the  despatch  to 
the  Governor  of  East  Florida. 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  from  Colonel 
Gadsden  the  sum  of  four  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars,  for  which  1  have  given  him 
duplicate  drafts,  as  per  letter  of  advice. 
1  have  had  much  writing  in  answering  the  let- 
"    of  the  Qorernor  of  Pensacola,  which  has  ei 
""■  ""        "'     i  and  given  great  labor  ton 
\  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Gvoentar  Jae^xm  to  thi  Secretary  of  Slate. 

PENeAcoi.A,  Jvl]/  17, 1821. 

Sib:  Mine  of  the  29ih  June  advised  you  of  the 

currences  to  that  date.    I  have  now  to  inform 

u  that,  at  10  o'clock  of  this  day,  the  province  of 

'est  Flurida,  with  its  dependencies,  &e..  was 

delivered  lo  me  in  due  form  by  Don  Jose  Callava, 

on  the  part  of  the  King  of 

Spain. 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  comma' 

cate  the  circumstances  preceding  and  attending 

the  surrender.     Suffice  it  to  say,  for  the  present. 

that  it  was  accomplished  in  the  most  friendly  and 

harmonious  loanoer,  although,  at  one  moDeni, 

from  a  misapprehension  on  both  sides,  1  did  not 

flatter  myself  with  so  bappy  an  issue. 

Some  ordinances  for  the  better  government  of 
the  town  and  province,  and  in  fact  which  are  ab- 
solutely necessary,  have  been  prepared;  copies  of 
these,  as  well  as  a  report  of  my  whole  proceedingi 
as  commissioner  for  receiving  possession  of  Flor- 
ida, will  be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  I  am  satisfied  they  will  be  found  strictly 
within  the  powers  with  which  I  am  clothed  by 
the  President. 

None  of  the  officers  appointed  by  (he  Preaideitt 
for  this  province  have  yei  joined  me;  whether  any 
of  those  appointed  for  East  Florida  have  arrived, 
I  am  not  certainly  informed. 
With  great  consideration,  &e. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Oowmor  Jacktcn  to  the  Secrttary  of  State. 

Pbhb&cola,  Ju^  18, 1821. 
Sir:  I  have  (he  honor  to  enclose  you  thejtroCH 
verbal,  having  retained  (he  duplicate. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedien[  servanl- 

[Withovt  eiffjuditn.] 
The  undersigned,  Major  General  Andrew  Jack- 
son, of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  commissioner  of 
tbe  United  Slate*,  in  pursuance  of  the  full  powers 
received  by  him  from  James  Monroe,  President  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  of  the  date  of  the 
10th  of  March,  ISSl,  and  of  the  forty-fifth  [year] 
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of  the  Indepeodenceof  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, Btlesicd  br  Jobn  Q,uiDcy  Adams,  Secretary 
of  State;  and  Don  Jose  CallaTa, commsodaiitor 
the  proTince  of  West  Florida,  and  coromisBioner 
for  tbe  delirery,  in  the  Dame  of  His  Calholie  Ma- 
jesty, of  the  country,  terrilory,  and  dependencies 
of  West  Florida,  to  the  commisBioner  of  the  Uni- 
ted StaCei,  ID  conformity  with  the  powers,  com- 
mtsEian,  and  special  mandate,  receired  by  him 
from  the  Captain  General  of  the  island  of  Cuba, 
of  tbe  date  of  tbe  5th  of  May,  ]8SI,  imparting  to 
him  therein  the  royal  iH-der  of  the  24'lh  of  Octo- 
ber, 1820,  issued  and  signed  by  Mis  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  and  attested  by  tbe 
Secretary  of  State,  Don  Evaristo  Perez  de 
Castro: 

Do  certify  by  these  presents  thai,  on  the  seven- 
teenlh  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-one  of  the  Christian  era,  and  forty- 
sixth  [year]  of  the  Independence  of  ibe  United 
States,  having  met  in  the  court-room  of  the  Got- 
ernmeni-house,  in  the  town  of  Pensacola,  aeeom- 
paoied  on  either  part  by  (be  chiefs  and  officers  of 
the  Army  and  Navjr,  and  by  a  number  of  the  cit- 
izens of  the  respective  nations,  the  said  Andrew 
Jackson,  Major  Gleneral  and  Commissioner,  has 
delivered  to  the  said  colonel  commandant,  Don 
Jose  Callava,  hia  before-mentioned  powers,  where- 
by he  recognises  him  to  have  received  full  power 
and  authority  lo  talce  possession  of  and  to  occupy 
the  territories  ceded  by  Spain  to  the  United  States, 
by  tbe  treaty  concluded  at  Washington,  on  tbe 
22d  of  February,  1819,  and  for  that  purpose  to 
repair  to  said  territories  and  there  to  execute  and 
perform  all  such  acts  and  things  touching  the 
premises  as  may  be  necessary  for  fulfilling  his 
appointment  conformably  to  the  said  treaty  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  Stales;  with  authorilf, 
likewise,  to  appoint  any  person  or  persons  in  his 
stead  to  receive  possession  of  any  part  of  tbe  said 
oeded  territories,  accordinc-  to  the  stipnJations  of 
the  said  treaty.  Wherelore,  the  colonel  eom- 
mandeat,  Don  Jose  Callava,  immediately  declared 
that,  in  virtue  aod  in  performance  of  the  power, 
commu<sian,  and  special  mandate,  dated  at  Ha- 
vana on  tbe  5th  of  May,  1821,  be  thenceforib, 
and  from  that  moment,  placed  the  said  commis- 
sioner of  the  United  States  in  possession  of  the 
country,  territory,  and  dependencies  of  West 
Florida,  including  the  fortress  of  St.  Mark,  with 
the  adjacent  islands  dependent  upon  said  prov- 
ince, all  public  lots  and  squares,  vacant  lands, 
public  edifices,  fortifioatioas,  barracks,  and  other 
buildings  which  are  not  private  property,  accord- 
ing to,  and  in  the  manner  set  forth  ny  the  inven- 
tories and  schedules  which  he  has  signed  and  de- 
livered, with  the  archives  and  documents  directly 
lelating  to  tbe  properly  and  sovereignty  of  the 
said  Territory  of  West  Florida,  including  the 
fortress  of  St.  Mark,  and  situated  to  the  east  of 
the  Mississippi  river;  the  whole  in  conformity 
with  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession 
concluded  at  Washington,  on  the  SSd  of  Febm- 
uy,  1818,  between  Spain  and  the  United  States, 
bf^  Don  Luis  de  Oais,  Ministn  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  John  ^incy  Adams, 


Secretary  of  State  of  ibe  United  StaMi,  both  pro- 
vided with  full  powers;  which  treaty hu  beoi 
ratiGed  on  tbe  one  part  by  His  Catholic  Miiestj 
Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  sod  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  with  the  advice  and  conieiil  of 
tbe  Senate  of  tbe  United  States,  on  the  other 
part;  which  ratifications  have  been  dulf  ei- 
changed  at  Washington  tbe  22d  of  Februarr, 
1821,  and  the  forty-Sfih  [year]  of  the  Indepeiid- 
ence  of  the  United  States  of  America^  by  (hat- 
ral  Don  Dionisio  Vives,  Minister  Plenipotealianr 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  and  John  Quiacy  Ad- 
ams, Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  StaM^ 
according  to  the  instrtiment  signed  on  the  ame 
day. 

And  the  present  delivery  of  the  country  iimde 
in  order  that,  in  execution  of  tbe  said  treaty,  the 
sovere^ly  and  the  property  of  that  province  of 
West  Florida,  includinff  the  fortress  of  8L  Hiik, 
shall  paes  to  the  United  Stales,  ander  the  stipoli- 
lions  therein  expressed. 

And  the  said  Colonel  Commandant,  Don  Jose 
Callava,  has,  in  conseijaence,  at  this  present  time, 
made  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States, 
Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  this  public 
cession,  a  delivery  of  ibe  keys  of  the  town  of  Pen- 
saeola,  of  tbe  archives,  docomeals,  and  otherii- 
ticles,  in  the  inventories  before  mentioDed:  de- 
claring that  he  releases  from  their  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  Spain  the  citizens  and  inhabituu  <if 
West  Florida,  who  may  choose  to  reniiii]  imda 
(he  dominion  of  the  United  States. 

And  that  this  important  and  solemn  act  niay 
be  in  p^petual  memory,  the  within  named  htre 
signed  the  same,  and  have  sealed  with  theit  re- 
spective seals,  and  caused  to  be  attested  by  (heir 
secretaries  of  commission,  the  day  and  year  afojt 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
By  ordei:  of  the  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Suies : 
R.  K.  Cali,,  S-cr'v  i/tA^  CoDirMMton. 

JOSK  CALLATA. 
Por  msndato  de  so  Seiloria  el  cotonel  eominn) 
del  Gobiemo,  da  E^iolLa: 

"'  ""^-  dsZa&EHtvn,  Jobs  Y.CsBUT. 


[The   totloning  pspers,  rcUling  to  the  sune  nbyxU 
wen  commuBictttKl  by  the  measoga*  of  tbe  !9lb 
Jannary,  ISth  AprU,  and  Sth  May,  IBS3.] 
Tht  Stentarx  ^  StaU  to  Mr.  FortyA. 
Depabtmbmt  op  8TA.TB, 

WaMmglM,  JmM  13, 1823. 
Sin:  Tha  faapehBd  been  entertained,  after  the 
ratifiestion  by  both  pM-des  of  the  treaty  of  ^ 
February,  1816,  betwnn  the  Unitad  Stales  asd 
Spain,  that  oU  our  rdntimi  with  that  coobitt 
would  henceforth  have  b««i  of  die  most  amiahte 
character,  signalized  only  by  the  int«chaBge  of 
good  offices,  it  is  poiflfiil  to  be  obligsd,  on  yini 
return  to  your  station  at  Madrid,  to  charn  yoo 
with  representations  to  be  made  to  the  OoTen- 
ment  of  Spain  relative  to  the  mmnTantaUe  if- 
lays  of  the  Onvcmor  and  Captain  Qcoerol  of  the 
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island  of  Cuba  ia  ukine  the  measures  iDcambent 
upon  him  for  carryiog  the  treaty  into  execution. 

By  the  sereoth  article  of  the  treaty,  the  Spaoish 
troops  were  to  be  witbdrawn  from  the  ceded  ter- 
ntories,  and  possession  of  them  was  to  be  given  of 
the  places  occupied  by  them  within  six  months 
after  the  exchange  of  ifae  ratifications,  or  looaer  if 
powStU;  and  the  United  States  were  to  furnish 
the  transporli  and  escort  necessary  to  convey  the 
Spanish  officers  and  troops  and  their  bag^g^e  to 
the  Havana. 

As  soon  as  was  practicable  after  the  exchange 
of  the  ratifications,  arrangements  were  made  on 
the  part  of  this  Government  with  the  view  of 
carrying  into  effect  these  stipulations.  The  royal 
order  from  the  King  of  the  Spains  to  the  Captain 
Qenerai  of  the  island  of  Cuba  for  the  delivery  of 
the  ceded  territories,  and  of  the  archives  belonging 
to  them,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  United 
Slates  authorized  to  receive  them,  had  been  trans- 
mitted, with  the  Spanish  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
to  the  Minister  of  Spain  residing  here,  to  be  de- 
livered by  htm  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions. It  was  accordingly  delivered  by  him. 
ColoQjt  James  Qrant  FotEcs  was  appointed  by  the 
President  to  carry  it  to  the  Qovernor  of  Cuba,  and 
comtaisiioned  to  receive  the  order*  to  the  Qovernors 
or  commandine  officers  of  the  places  within  the 
territories  for  tnejr  ddivery,  and  also  the  archires 
which  were  to  be  given  up.  The  United  States  ship 
Hornet  was  despatched  to  the  Havana  with  Col- 
onel Forbes,  who  was  instructed,  on  receiving 
them,  to  proceed  with  them  forthwith  to  Pensa- 
cola.,  taking  suitable  measures  for  transmitting  the 
order  to  the  Governor  of  Bast  Florida,  at  St.  Au- 
gustine. A  letter  from  the  Spanish  Minister  here 
to  the  Governor  of  Cuba  was  also  furnished  to 
Colonel  Forbes,  announcing  him  as  the  officer 
authorized  to  receive  the  order  for  delivery  and 
the  archives.  General  Jackson  was  appointed  by 
the  President  Governor  of  East  and  West  Florida, 
and  was  instructed  to  proceed  immediately  lo 
MoDipelier,  the  post  within  the  United  Stales 
nearest  to  Pensacola,  there  to  await  the  arrival  of 
Colonel  Forbes  with  the  necenary  orders;  upon 
irhich  the  General  was  directed  to  receive  posses- 
sioD  for  the  United  Stales,  and  to  provide  for  the 
tixnaportatioit.  of  the  Spanish  officers  and  troops 
and  their  baggage  lo  the  Havana ;  and  by  a  liberal 
construciioQ  of  that  article  of  the  treat^.  the  pro- 
risions  necesnry  for  the  subsistence  of  tneie  of^- 
cers  and  troops  on  their  passage  were  considered 
as  indaded  within  its  obligatioo. 

General  Jaekson  reached  the  post  of  his  destina- 
tion on  the  30th  of  April.  On  the  32d  of  the  same 
month.  Colonel  Forbes  had  aaived  in  the  Hornet 
at  Havana;  and,  had  he  been  despatched  wit  boot 
delav,  might  have  arrived  at  PeiLsacola  in  season 
for  the  reception  of  Qenerai  Jackson,  without  any 
unnecessary  detention.  The  letters  received  at 
this  Department  from  Colonel  Fotbes  (copies  of 
.which  are  herewith  enclosed)  exhibit  a  series  of 
delays  on  the  part  of  the  Governor^  for  which  no 
adeqnale  reason  is  assigned,  hut  which  have  alrea- 


aited  Slates,  and  which,  if  longer  continued, 
17th  Con.  1st 


will  give  them  the  most  serious  grounds  of  com- 

Slaint.  The  last  letter  reeeiv»l  from  Colonel 
'orbes  bears  date  the  23d  of  May,  when  hisdeten- 
tion  had  already  been  protracted  more  than  a 
month ;  in  the  interval  ot  which,  the  reappearance 
of  the  disease  incidental  lo  the  climate  excited 
strong  apprehensions  for  the  health  of  the  captain 
and  crew  of  the  Hornet,  as  well  as  of  Colonel 
Forbes  hiimielf.  There  is  too  much  reason  for  the 
alarm  with  teeard  to  Captain  Read,  who  is  stated, 
by  accounts  ot  dates  more  recent  then  those  offi- 
cially received,  to  have  been  on  the  SBth  of  May 
stilt  at  the  Havana,  and  very  dangerously  ill. 

General  Jackson,  desirous  of  ascertaining  the 
number  of  men  for  whom  it  would  be  necessary 
to  procure  transports  and  provisions,  as  well  as  to 
make  arrangements  for  the  supplies  necessary  to 
the  troops  of  the  United  Slates  who  were  to  take 
their  place  sent,  on  the  first  of  May,  Dr.  Bronaugh 
and  Jud^Brackenridee  to  Pensacola,  with  a  com- 
municatioa  to  Don  lose  Callava,  Governor  of 
tVest  Florida,  to  communicate  to  him  the  com- 
mission and  authority  with  which  he  was  clothed, 
and  to  ask  of  him  such  information  as  would  be 
necessary  for  the  arrangements  adapted  to  the 
evacuation  of  the  territory  by  the  troops  of  Spain, 
and  to  the  taking  of  possession  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Slates.  Governor  Callava  declined  mak- 
ing any  such  communication,  declaring  himself 
snbordioate  altogether  to  the  Governor  Qenerai  of 
Cuba ;  and  that  he  did  not  feel  authorized  to  act 
at  all  in  regard  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  un- 
til dulyinslrucled  to  that  effect  by  his  superior  offi- 
cer.    Tbeletters  (copies  of  all  which  are  enclosed) 

these  dilatory  proceedings  have  too  much  con- 
nexion with  private  purposes  and  dishonorable 
pecuniary  speculation!'.  It  is  yet  wished  that  this 
awkward  and  unpleasant  stale  of  things  may  be- 
fore this  have  lertDinaied ;  hut  the  unreasanabte 
delays  of  the  Governor  General  of  Cuba,  incon- 
sistent no  less  with  good  faith  than  with  tne  good 
harmony  which  we  are  so  desirous  of  cultivating 
with  Spain,  cannot  be  suffered  to  pass  without 
animadveraion.  You  will  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity after  your  arrival  at  Madrid  to  make  suita- 
ble representations  on  this  subject  lo  the  Spanish 
Qovernment,  and  lo  state  that  whatever  unplea- 
rant  or  injurious  consequences  may  result  from 
this  unwarrantable  conduct  of  the  Governor  of 
Cuba  might  be  attributed  altogelher  to  him. 

By  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty,  each  of  the 
contracting  parties  engaged  lo  appoint  a  commu-. 
sioner  and  a  surveyor,  to  meel  before  the  lermina* 
Mon  of  one  year  from  the  ratification  of  the  treaty, 
at  Natchitoches,  on  the  Red  river,  to  ran  and 
mark  the  boundary  line.  Colonel  McRea  has 
been  appointed  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  and  will  he  ready  to  proceed 
on  the  important  duties  of  the  commission  as  soon 
as  the  appointment  of  the  Spanish  commissiotter 
and  surveyor  shall  be  notified  lo  us.  It  is  further 
stipulated  that  the  two  Governments  will  amica-  ' 
bly  agree  recpecling  the  necessary  articles  to  be 
furnished  to  those  persons,  and  to  their  escorts,  if 
necessary.    At  the  lime  of  the  exchange  of  ratt- 
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■  fieatioQs,  Q«Deril  Vives,  at  my  requnt,  promiMd 
to  remind  his  Government  of  tbe  necessily  of  an 
immediate  appointment  of  tbe  commissioner  and 
surveyor  on  ibcir  pari.  It  is  presumed  this  will 
have  beea  done  before  jaa  reach  Madrid.  Your 
attention  to  the  subject  is  nevertheless  requested, 
in  case  aoy  thing  should  yet  remain  to  be  done 
to  put  in  train  the  execution  of  this  article.  As 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  commisaiooers  will 
be  naturally  best  known  on  the  scene  of  iheir  op- 
erations, it  is  presumed  the  Spanish  Government 
will  authorize  its  Minister  here  to  agree  for  ihem 
to  such  arrangements  in  this  particular  as  may 
be  found  necessary. 

1  am,  with  much  respect,  &c. 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 
JoHM  PonayTH,  Miniver,  ^c. 


Tht  SeerOary  of  StaU  to  Mr.  FbrayCh. 
Departhbmt  of  State, 

Wathiofftoa,  Jum  16, 1821. 
Sib  :  Since  my  letter  of  the  13th  ionlAnt,  a  let- 
ler  of  the  S8ih  ultimo,  with  enclosures,  has  been 
received  bv  Colonel  James  G.  Forbes,  copiea  of 
irhich  will  be  forwarded  (o  you  nezi  week.  By 
'  K  letter  of  the  6th  instant  from  Mr.  Warner,  our 
commercial  agent  at  tbe  Havana,  we  are  informed 
that  Colonel  Forbes,  in  tlie  Homei,  sailed  for 
Fensacola  on  the  30th  ultimo,  and  the  Nonsuch 
for  St.  Augustine  on  the  1st  instant. 

It  is  hoped  thai  on  the  arrival  of  these  vessels 
at  the  places  of  their  destination  no  further  vexa- 
tious and  an vrarran table  delays  will  occur  in  tbe 
execution  of  tbe  seventh  article  of  the  treaty.  But 
Colonel  Forbes  has  been  obliged  to  depart  without 
the  archives  and  piublic  documents  whi^  were 
stipulated  by  the  treaty,  and  directed  by  the  royal 
order  to  the  Governor  and  Captain  General  of 
"  Gnba  to  be  delivered  over  to  us. 

As  Colonel  Forbes  thus  ajipears  to  have  been 
'  at  loit  despatched,  tbe  uncertainty  as  to  the  extent 
of  time  daring  which  this  measure  might  be  pro- 
tracted has  ceased ;  and  the  representation  which, 
'by  my  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  you  wwe  re- 
quested to  make  to  the  Spanish  Government,  will 
■properly  be  accommodated  to  the  circumstances 
OS  now  known  to  us.  With  the  complaint  of  de- 
lays, without  assignment  of  any  reasonable  cause, 
which  it  will  yet  be  proper  that  you  should  prefer, 
a  firmer  confidence  in  the  expectation  that  no  fui- 
■  ther  unnecessary  postponements  will  occur  may 
'  foe  expressed;  but  our  disappointment  at  the  ig- 
tenlion  of  the  archives  will  also  require  to  be  more 
exi^icitly  signiSed;  and  it  will  be  very  desirable 
that  you  should  obtain  a  new  and  peremptory  or- 
der to  the  Governor  and  Captain  General  for  the 
driivery  of  aS,  the  archives  and  documents  to 
whieh  we  are  entitled  by  the  treaty,  which  will 
leave  him  no  apology  or  pretence  for  either  denial 
or  procrastination. 

I  am,  &.C. 
JOHN  ClUINCY  ADAMS. 
Saaa  FORSVTB,  MiaisUr,  fc. 


Eatraet  of  a  later  from  Mr.  ForsylA  to  Dan  BuMo  d 

BotAoo  y  A^va,  Minitter  of  ¥smAg»  Affair*  a 

Madrid,  daUd 

Madrid,  Stptmbet,  1821. 

As  soon  as  the  treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819 
was  ratified  by  the  Government  of  my  couoirj 
the  necessary  steps  were  immediately  taken  on  it 
part  for  carrying  it  in  to  execution.  By  the  7th  arti 
cle  of  the  treaty,  the  Spanish  troops  were  to  b 
withdrawn  from  the  ceded  territories,  and  posses 
sion  was  to  begiven  of  the  places  occopied  by  then 
within  six  months  al^er  the  exchange  ot  the  ratifies 
lioD^  or  sooner  if  pottibU ;  and  tbe  United  Stale 
were  to  furnish  the  transports  and  escort  necesaarj 
to  convey  the  Spanish  omcers  and  soLdiera  to  ihi 
Havana.  The  royal  order  from  His  CatboH< 
Majesty  Co  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  for  thi 
deliverv  of  the  ceded  territories,  and  of  the  ar 
chives  bdonging  to  ibem,  to  the  cotnaunianer  o 
the  United  States  authorized  to  receive  them,  "wa 
delivered  by  His  Majesty's  Minister  to  the  Ameti 
can  Government  with  theratified  treaty.  Coione 
J.  Q.  Forties  was  appointed  by  the  PresidcDi  ti 
convey  this  order  to  the  Oovernor  of  Cuba,  am 
commissioned  to  receive  the  orders  of  the  Govern 
ors  or  cammanding  officers  of  the  places  itriihii 
tbe  territories  for  their  delivery,  and  aJao  the  ar 
chives  that  were  to  be  given  up.  Theatupofwa 
Hornet  was  sent  to  the  Havana  with  CoL  Forhes 
who  was  directed,  on  receiving  them,  to  prooeet 
forthwith  to  Pensacola,  taking  aaitaUe  measare! 
for  transmitting  the  order  to  the  Govenment  ol 
East  Florida  at  St.  Anguatine.  A  letter  from  thi 
Spanish  Minister  near  the  United  Bute*  to  tbi 
Governor  of  Cuba  was  also  furnished,  aimoaacuii 
Colonel  Forbes  as  tbe  officer  appointed  to  reeeiv< 
the  order  for  delivery  and  the  archives. 

General  Jackson  was  appoiuted  Oovemor  o 
Basl  and  West  Florida  by  the  President,  andwa 
instrncted  to  proceed  to  Monlpdier,  the  post  with 
in  the  United  States  nearest  to  PeDsaeoia,  ther 
to  await  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Forbes  witb  ih 
necessary  orders ;  upon  which  ike  GeneraJ  wa 
dkccted  to  receive  posBoaton  for  tbe  United  StaU: 
and  provide  for  the  tranaportatioii  of  tk«  SpanU 
officers  and  troops  and  their  baggage  to  toe  Hi 
vana;  and,  by  a. liberal  constroction,  tbe  pcor 
sions  for  the  sabeistence  of  the  officm  and  troof 
were  considered  as  included  within  the  oUigUio 
of  the  seventh  article  of  tbe  treaty. 

General  Jackson  reached  tbe  post  of  Moaipeli* 
on  the  30th  of  April.  On  the  22d  of  the  sam 
month,  the  Hornet  arrived  at  Havana  witb  Cob 
nel  Forbes ;  and,  bad  be  been  deqwtcbed  iridkai 
delay,  might  have  arrived  at  Pentacoia  in  acaso 
for  the  reo^ioB  of  General  Jiekioa,  vrubm 
unnecessary  detention.  It  is  with  regret  that 
have  to  state  (bat,  so  far  from  immeJiatdy  de 
patching  Colonel  Forbes,  by  issuing  tbe  necesBi 
orders,  and  delivering  the  archives,  there  trms,  o 
the  part  of  the  Governor  Qencral  of  Cttba, 
series  of  delays,  for  which  no  adequate  reaso 
has  been  assigned,  until  the  end  of  the  moai 
of  May,  and  uen  Colonel  Forbes  was  uader  tli 
necessity  of  dqiarting  without  baving  receivr 
(be  archives.    Great  public  iiic(»Tauai(x  h 
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Iwvo,  ud  will  be,  sustained  bf  thin  coaduct  of  tlie 
CapUJQ  Geoe/al,  not  leiss  iocoDBiateni  with  the 
obligations  or  the  treaty,  Ilian,  as  the  United  Stales 
bdiere,  with  the  orders  of  hii  own  Governinenl. 
The  health  of  the  cam  miss  iooer  and  of  the  offi- 
cers and  the  crew  of  ibe  Horael  was  endangered 
by  a  continuance,  at  an  unbealthy  »ea»oii,  in  the 
piri  of  HavBoa ;  in  fact,  heV  commander,  Captain 
Kead,  aslant  and  mentoriousofficer,  was  nearly 
lost  to  his  country  by  the  raragea  of  the  prevatenl 
dtKase  of  the  West  Indies.  General  Jackson,  de- 
sirous of  ascertaining  Ihenumber  of  men  for  whom 
it  would  be  necessary  (o  proegre  transports  and 
provisions,  as  well  as  to  outke  arraneemenis  for 
the  supplies  nacessary  to  the  troops  ol  ibe  United 
States  who  were  to  lake  (heir  place,  sent,  on  the 
1st  of  May,  a  conuauoicatioD  to  the  Goveriwr  of 
West  Plonda  of  the.  commituon  and  authority 
Tested  in  him  by  the  President,  and  to  ask  siKn 
inlbrmaiion  as  was  neqefsary  to  Novide  for  the 
eraciiatioa  of  tha  territory  by  the  Spanish  troops, 
and  the  occupation  of  it  by  those  of  the  Uaiied 
States.  This  uforioauoa  was  not  furnished; 
Colcnel  Caltaia  replying  that  he  could  not  act 
until  duly  authorized  by  his  superior  o£cer. 

In  the  Btean  lime,  iniijuaiions  were  received  by 
the  American  Gorernmeat,  from  various  source", 
thai  these  delays  had  too  much  connexion  with 
private  parposes  and  di« honorable  pecuniary  spec- 
ulations. Withoot  giviog  credit  to  these  intiina- 
tioDS,  the  Government  of  my  country  is  neverthe- 
less under  the  necessity  of  stating  that  all  the  in- 
jury which  has  been  sustained,  and  may  arise, 
from  the  delay  to  deliver  the  ceded  teiritory,  is  to 
be  imputable  to  the  Governor  of  Cuba;  and  while 
the  proper  conGdeace  is  entertained  that  no  further 
uonecesMry  postponements  will  occur  in  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  territory,  the  failure  to  deliver  ibe 
archives  is  a  subject  of  surprise  and  disappoint- 
ment. Alibougb,  by  the  royal  order,  the  delivery 
of  the  archives  is  expressly  directed,  I  would  sub- 
mit to  your  Excellency  ihe  propriety  of  furnish- 
ing me  with  a  niw  aud  peremptory  order  to  the 
Governor  and  Captain  General  of  Cuba  for  the 
delivery  of  all  the  archives  and  documents  to  which 
we.ftre  entitled  by  treaty,  that  will  leave  him  nei- 
ttier  aptJogy  nor. pretence,  for  denial  or  procras- 


JA\  ^mon  to  ihe  Secrttarnof  Statt. 

.,  Orf.  6,  1821. 


Sib:  ll  falls  to  my  lot,  and  to  me  it  is.  very 
grievous,  to  see  myself  under  the  necessity  of  com- 
mencing my  functions  as  Chargf  d'Aflaiies  of 
His  Catholic  Majesty  with  complaints.  This  is 
the  more  sensibly  fell  by  me,  ioaimucb  as  I  have 
to  direct  ihem  against  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  a  conspicuous  citizen  of  ihe  Union,  and  a 
highly  distinguished  General — the  bero  of  New 
Orleans. 


Ihe  part  of  Spain,  confirmed  the  delivery 
Florida  to  General  Andrew  Jackson,  who  was 
aulbcwized  to  receive  it,  on  the  17ih  of  July  last ; 
aikd  he  could  not  Inre  the  provinoe  on  the  same 


day,  because  it  was  impossible  for  him  lo  bare 
concluded  the  press  of  business  which  the  de- 
livery produced  ;  and,  also,  because  he  was  siok; 
and,  lastly,  because  he  had,  with  the  same  Gen- 
eral, to  await  the  decision  of  ifaeir  respective 
Governmenls  whether  the  artillery  should  be  in- 


jjrincipally,  hiit  remaining  in  Florida  depended. 
10  order  to  consummate  the  delivery.  Colonel 
CatlaTa,  therefore,  remained  there,  not  as  an  in- 
dividual, for  his  pleasure  and  peisonaJ  purpoaes. 
but  for  fulfilling  his  duty  a*  a  commissary,  cbargea 
la  give  a  due  ^ect  to  the  treaty  of  22d  Febrnary. 
As  a  aammissary,  be  acted  with  Governor  Jackaon 
many  days  afier  the  delivery  of  .the  province,  (on 
the  3d  of  August ;)  and,  as  a  commissary,  he  was 
in,  the  territory  of  a  friendly  nation,  under  ibeno- 
tectioQ  of  tUe  inoet  aaered  law  of  nations.  But 
all  laws,  divine  and  human,. were,  in  the  present 
case,  trampled  under  fcol  by  Qeneral  Jaeksoii. 

By  Ihe  accompanying  copy  of  protest,  you  will 
be  informed,  rir,  minutely,  of  the  transactions  at 
Pensaeola  on  the  82d  of  August  last.  A  copy  of 
other  faithful  documents  lUswiae  acconpaaies 
this,  which  prove  the  troth  and  corrcciaess  of  the 
whole,  as  far  as  the  commissary,  Don  Jos^b 
Callava,  has  exjtlained;  and  I  am  also,  ready  to 
show  you  the  originals  whenever  you  may  denwnd 
ihero. 

The  treatyof  the  23d  February  speaks  of  certain 
documents  and  papers  which  the  Spanisb  cotn- 
roissaries  were  to  ^diver  to  those  of  the  United 
Stales  along  with  tbe  Floridas,  being  allowed  to 
carry  away  others  only.  The  classitication  of  the 
whole  being  made,  Colonel  Caliava  made  the  de- 
livery in  due  form  of  the  former,  and  ihen  of  the 
second  to  ihe  Secretary  of  War  and  Finance,  the 
officer  Don  Domingo  Sousa ;  leaving  the  official 
correspondence  of  the  GorBrntnenl  in  the  ebarse 
of  tbe  secretary.  Tbe  whole  wo'c  ordered  to  be 
pat  in  boxt.'s,  in  order  that,,  as  soon  as  the  com- 
mission should  be  concloded,  they  might  be  re- 
moved from  the  province;and8oasawaaezecnli&g 
the  oidersof  the  commissary,  Callava,  when  three 
men  (to  him  unknown)  presmled  themselTea  lo 
him,  and,  saying  that  they  were  cotntQissisncd  by 
Qovanor  Jsekson,  demanded  of  him  thost  papers. 
Sousa  teplied  that  they  were  oot  his,  and  coase- 
i)uenlly  that  he  could  not  give  them ;  hot  if  there 
wveany  which  they  wanted,  they  could  have  re- 
eourse  to  his  piincipal,  the  commissary;  .but the 
tight  and  examination  of  them  were  not  iduaed. 
The  same  men  afterwards  returned,  repeating  that 
they  came  for  tbe  said  papers,  and  they  we  him 
a  note  of  those  which  they  demanded.  Sousa  re- 
plied as  before ;  but,  alarmed  at  the  second  visit, 
and  fearing  lest  they  should  be  taken  away,  he 
carried  them  (now  in  boxes)  to  the  house  of  the 
commissary;  hut,  finding  him  abEent,  he  gave 
them  to  his  steward.  Such  is  the  origin,  wiiAout 
disguise,  of  Ihe  atrocious  injustice  which  was  . 
afterwards  committed  upon  the  Spanish  commis- 
sary. Callava. 

Althotigh  his  sulyoined  document  shows  Uiat 
none  of  the  papen  were  of  the  class  of  those  which 
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ooght  lo  have  been  delirered,  since  thejr  had  no 
Una  relition  to  the  sovereignty  end  public  prop- 
eily  of  the  prorinee,  (as  the  whole  belooged  to  the 
mililarv,  Gnancinl,  admiralty,  or  GkivernmenC  ar- 
ehivw,^  yei  there  is  no  opportunity,  at  present,  for 
diicumon  on  this  point.  Wherefore,  he  wishes  it 
to  be  well  understood  that  General  Jackson  did  : 
not  demand  them  officially  of  hiin,  CallaTa;  and  j 
tbat  a  question  of  that  sort  ougllt  not  to  be  decided, 
in  the  first  instance,  by  the  bayonet.  Notwith- 
standing this,  the  albresaid  General  acted  in  the 
manner  which  you  will  see  eiplaioed. 

Only  upon  slight  suspicioDs  that  the  Spanish 
commissary  unduly  retained  some  documents,  and 
without  iheJT  having  been  demanded  in  the  regular 
and  accustomed  way.  was  hie  house  astanlted  and 
entereid  by  force,  in  tne  «ilence  of  the  night,  by  a 
company  of  Kildiers.  The  servants  and  frifnds 
who  were  with  him  were  driven  from  it,  and 
he,  being  alone^  rick,  and  almost  confined  to  bed, 
was  torn  from  it  with  sad  array,  and  condocled, 
like  the  most  abandoned  cnmiDai,  about  the  middle 
of  the  night,  before  Governor  Jackson.  In  vain 
did  he  represent  the  privilege  of  hi*  character. 
la  vain  did  he  protest  against  a  conduct  so  atro- 
cious. In  vain  did  he  beg  to  be  k^t  in  arrest 
at  his  own  house,  or  at  least  that  time  should  be 
given  him  to  recover  a  little  from  the  illness 
under  which  he  labored.  All  was  in  vain.  In 
so  abandoned  a  situation,  even  there,  also,  he 
underwent  a  species  of  trial  which  he  could  not 
understand,  from  his  ignorance  of  the. language. 
A  person  acted  as  interpreter,  who  did  not  choose 
to  interpret  all  that  he  said.  A  person  who  acted 
as  i^UerjiraeT  and  ucretartj  at  the  same  time,  gave 
,as  such  testimony  what  that  veryperson  haa  said, 
and  not  what  the  Spanish  commisserr  bad  wished 
he  should  say.  From  thence  they  carried  him  to 
thepTuon  and  he  was  set  at  liberty  the  day  foUow' 
ing ;  but  bis  house,  in  the  mean  lime,  his  property, 
and  the  papers  of  hia  Government,  remained 
the  mercy  of  the  soldiery.  He  found  the  seals  . . 
his  Government  broken,  and  some  papers  thrown 
about,  and  of  that  he  look  testimony.  This  it,  in 
a  few  words,  the  history  of  the  noisy  occorrence 
of  the  22d  August,  in  Pentacola. 

Colonel  CaUava,  considered  as  a  private  indi- 
vidual, was  in  Florida  under  the  protection  of  the 
civil  laws  which  secure  property  and  persons.  As 
the  Federal  Constitution,  Mi  also,  the  present  Spar 
ish  constitution  guanDtiesibese  laws  of  protect  101 
Both  constitutions  separate  the  judicial  power 
from  the  executive,  which  the  Governor  or  Cap- 
tain General  of  a  province  exercises,  (without 
which  the  power  wnnldnotbeindependent.)  Both 
eoosiitu lions,  then,  condemn  the  acts  of  the  Oen- 
arat.  Arbitrariness  in  the  decrees,  informality  in 
the  process,  inhumanity  in  the  execution  of  the 
decrees,  are  here  the  cnaracteristics  of  his  proce- 
dure with  Callava.  General  Jackson,  aa  Com- 
missary, as  Oovemor,  and  even,  if  you  please,  as 
Supreme  Judge,  trod  all  the  taws  under  foot. 

If  Callava  De  considered,  as  in  fact  he  was,  aa 
Comaittary  of  Hit  CaiholK  Majatj/foi  bringing  to 
a  due  conclusion  the  treaty  of  the  22d  of  Febru- 
ary, he  remained  in  Florida  under  the  privilege 


and  protection  which  the  laws  of  the  countries 

Sthe  most  sacred)  and  the  law  of  nations  grant, 
n  every  way  the  procedure  of  Oeoeral  Jackson  is 
irregular,  illegal,  unconstitutional,  and  violent.  If 
the  security  of  his  person  be  not  guarantied  to  the 
commissary,  if  impedimenta  are  put  in  the  way  of 
the  exercise  of  his  4^ty,  how  can  he  execute  tbe 
charge  with  which  the  King  has  intrusted  him 
according  to  the  last  treaty  of  the  22d  of  Feb- 
arv? 

The  scandalous  proceeding  of  General  JachsoD 
against  the  Spanish  commisEary  is  wholly  ivilli- 
'  example,  and  my  Goveromeot  cannot  bat 
r  it  as  a  grievous  offence  committed  against 
Spain.  It  will  be  viewed,  even  by  the  sensiUe 
of  this  Union,  whose  sentiments  on  tbe 
re  well  1 
iSered  to  their 
country,  and  to  the  free  constitution  which  ^t- 
erns  it.  All  nations  who  esteem  themsdvea  civil- 
ised and  Christian  will  look  upon  it  as  ■□  oat- 
rage  upon  humanity  itself. 

Wherefore,  1  believe  it  mr  Juty  to  protest,  and 
I  do  protest,  in  the  name  of  His  Catholic  Majesty, 
before  the  GovernmeDt  of  the  United  States, 
against  the  injustice  which  General  Andrew  Jack- 
Governor  of  the  Floridas,  has  committed 


Government,  upon  a  view  of  the  Buihentic  facts 
which  I  have  related,  will  highly  disapprove  of 
the  irregular  and  precipitateconduct  of  tMabove- 
mentiooedGeneral,  and  thusgive  toSpainaproof 
of  friendship  which  will  redound  to  the  hoDOT-  of 
both  nations ;  and  I  expect  this  with  tbe  more 
confidence,  siuce  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  re- 
cently determined  It  "' "^ 


forti 


interests  of  the  United  States  in  the  per- 


Mahon  a  deposite  of  provisions  and  navaf  stores, 
which  they  may  introduce  free  of  duties. 

I  embrace  this  occasion  of  doin{^  myself  the 
honor  to  present  to  you,  sir,  a  testimony  of  mj 
particular  respect  and  distinguished  consioeialion, 
and  pray  God  that  you  may  live  many  years. 
H.  DE  RIVAS  Y  SALMON. 
[Copies  which  accompany  th<  not«.] 

A.  Protest  of  Callava,  with  its  appendix. 

B.  Testimony  upon  the  bad  interpretation  of  an 
interpreter. 

O.  Another  of  many  witnesses  on  what  passed 
with  Sousa,  Fullaral,  and  Callava. 

D.  Summary  of  what  Jackson  did. 

E.  TeatimoOT  of  how  he  found  his  house  alter 
he  was  set  at  liberty. 


Fnttit  of  Coloitd  CaOava. 

PbIladblpbu,  October  3, 1S21. 

1,  Don  Jose  Callava,  Colonel  of  the  Spanitk 

armies,  late  Governor  of  West  Florida,  and  at 

present  commissary,  representing  diy  Government, 

in  order  to  carry  into  complete  cfieet  tbe  stipnla- 


DigmzcdbyGoOglC 


APPBNDIX. 

Spain — Delivery  of  the  Floridas. 


1962 


(ions  between  HU  Caiholic  Majesiy  &Dd  the  Pre- 
aideat  of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  relattoa 
la  said  Florida,  in  the  treatv  of  amity,  aetileroent, 
and  limits  which  tiiey  mBde  and  ratified  on  the 
twenty -second  of  February  of  the  present  year, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  do 
make  oath,  as  far  as  the  law  lequires,  upon  my 
honor,  as  to  the  tmth  of  what  was  committed 
a^inst  my  piivileee,  person,  house,  and  papers, 
on  the  eveniDg  ana  night  of  the  twenty-second 
day  of  August  of  the  said  present  year,  bv  Don 
Andrew  Jackson,  commissary  in  iiaid  Florida, 
representing  the  United  States  under  the  same 
treaty. 

On  the  17th  day  of  July  last,  at  ten  o'clock  in 
the  m:)rning,  I  delivered  West  Florida,  which  was 
that  day  under  my  charge  as  Governor,  in  which 
character  he  met  me,  to  the  commissary,  Don 
Andrew  JacksoD,  in  a  public  act  held  in  the  Gor- 
ernment  house.  There  he  received  from  me  &1I 
the  archives  oiul  documents  registered^  and  directly 
relative  to  the  properly  and  sovereignty  of  that 
province  of  Florida ;  and  he  received  them  by 
faithful  and  exact  inventories,  which  had  been 
compared  with  the  documents  by  four*  persons, 
and  had  been  certified  to  be  correct.  From  the 
constitutional  Spanish  alcalde,  and  by  my  order, 
an  alcalde  named  by  Don  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived, by  like  inventories,  all  the  criminal  and 
civiJ  causes  of  Ihu  suitsof  the  neighborhood  which 
are  pending  betbre  the  tribunal  of  the  first  in- 
stance, over  which  be  presided,  and  also  the  notices 
and  papers  of  its  archives. 

The  papers  of  the  official  correspondence  be- 
longing to  the  secretary's  office  remained  in  the 
charge  of  the  secretary  of  my  GovernineDt;  and 
the  military  papers,  judicial  proceedings  of  the 
national  finance,  and  arrivals,  lambadeu  fntcidai,) 
belonging  to  their  respective  [tranches  at  ibe  Ha- 
Tana,  to  which  tbey  have  been  restored  by  tbe 
evacuation,  remained  with  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Finance,  which  ofiSce  Don  Domingo  Sousa 
had  exercised  for  the  space  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
years.  There  also  remained  the  smaller  vessels, 
ibeir  crews,  carpenters,  and  blacksmiths  of  the 
garrison,  the  efiects  of  tne  magazines,  which  were 
to  be  withdrawn ;  tbe  commander  of  artillery, 
with  tbe  accounting  officer  of  that  deportment 
some  sick  troops,  and  myself  with  tbe  aforesaid; 
and  the  efiects,  and  all  that  remained  under  my 
authority  and  prerogative,  during  the  execution  of 
Trhat  was  intrusted  to  me,  and  ordered  to  be  com- 

Jiletely  fulElled ;  and  the  artillery,  with  what  be- 
ODged  to  that  depattmeni,  kept  under  my  prolec- 
lioD  during  the  delivery  or  removing  of  it,  (which 
in  either  case  had  to  be  executed  by  me,)  accord' 
iog  (o  tbe  determination  which  might  be  made  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  tbe  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  near  that 
Government,  according  loan  agreement  entered 
into  by  us,  the -commissaries,  (as  tbe  official  cor- 
respondence between  us  shows,)  and  to  which  I 
have  given  performance;  and  in  this  elate,  and  as 
far  as  I  have  aelated,  I  have  wailed  for  that  reso- 


I,  (which  is  yet  pending;)  and  ihe 
sary,  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  ""  — ' — 


understood  me. 


(for  my  Government  has  substituted  no  other  per- 
si>D  in  tny  place;)  and  I  also  was  recovering  from 
an  acute  disease,  which  bad  at  that  time  brought 
me  to  the  gales  of  death. 

Tbe  day  previous  to  these  transactions,  (the 
21sl  of  August,)  three  persons,  dependants  of  Don 
Andrew  Jackson,  came  lo  the  bouse  of  tbe  secre- 
taryj  (Sousa,)  to  be  informed  if  he  had  in  bis  pos- 
session some  military  testamentary  di.sposi  lions, 
which  they  mentioned  to  him.  Sousa  told  them 
yes,  and  without  reserve  ibey  were  shown  to  them ; 
and  he  informed  ibem  that  if  they  wished  for  any 
thing,  tbey  should  ask  me.  AH  the  pa^rs  which 
he  had  in  bis  charge  were  closely  examined:  they 
declared  tbey  would  carry  off  those  which  ihey 
had  pointed  out  to  him,  because  they  could  not  be 
in  his  possession  as  a  private  individual.  Sousa 
told  ibem  thai  he  was  not  a  private  individual; 
that  he  was  an  officer  depending  on  mv  commis- 
sion and  authority;  and  thai  he  could  not  give 
them  without  my  order.  And  finally  they  went 
away,  leaving  tbe  lupers.  They  demanded  of  him 
an  answer  in  writing,  which  tney  obtaiited  from 
Sousa,  on  a  second  visit. 

The  following  day,  (tbe  22d,)  in  the  morning, 
this  officer  met  me  in  the  street.  He  informed  me 
of  the  occurrence,  and  also  told  me  that  be  had 
resolved  to  carry  the  boxes  to  my  house,  with  all 
the  papers  which  he  bad  in  his  possession,  and  had 
delivered  Ihem  to  rav  steward,  not  having  found 
me  within ;  because  he  was  afraid,  from  what  be 
had  observed  in  those  people,  that  they  might 
take  them  away  from  his  bouse,  and  he  wished  to 
save  himself  from  the  responsibility.  And  I  an- 
swered that  it  vxu  tetU. 

At  four  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and 
not  much  before,  1  was  dining  at  the  table  oi  Col- 
onel George  M.  Brooke,  of  (he  fourth  regiment  of 
tbe  Unil^  States  line,  and  of  tbe  garrison  at 
Pensacola,  by  whom  I  had  been  invited,  with  all 
the  Spanish  officers  residing  ibere.  The  com- 
pany consisted  of  Brookej  his  wife.  Judge  Fro- 
mentin,  the  commander  of  the  United  Stales  ves- 
sel of  war  Enterprise,  Mr.  Michael  Kearney,  the 
citizens  Vicar  Don  James  Coleman,  Don  John 
Innerarity,  Don  Juan  de  la  Rua,  Don  Pedro  de 
Alba,  and  Don  Jose  Noriega  ;  and  tbe  officers 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Don  Marcos  de  Villiers  and 
Don  Francisco  Palmos ;  Captains  Don  Luis 
Quayare  and  Don  Bernardo  Prjeto;  Lieutenants 
Don  Arnaldo  Guillemard  and  Don  Carlos  de  Vil- 
liers; and  Sub-lieutenants  Don  Mariano  Latady, 
and  Don  Jose  Ignacio  Cruzal,  secretary  of  my 
Government, 

Don  Domingo  Sousa  presented  himself  to  me 
there,  with  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  telling 
me  that  he  was  a  prisoner;  and  that  tbe  reason 
was,  that  the  three  persons  of  the  former  day  had 
relumed  to  his  house  the  day  before,  telling  him 
that  they  came  with  orders  from  Governor  An- 
drew Jackson  lo  seize  ibe  papers;  that,  having 
informed  tbem  thai  he  had  that  morning  sent  Ihem 
to  my  house,  they  searched  his  bouse,  and  at  last 
carried  him  lo  prison.  And  he  related  before  tbe 
company  what  bad  occurred  about  the  papers  widi 
the  same  persons  the  preceding  day. 
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I  immediately  ordered  my  aid-de-camp,  Don 
Beroardo  Prieto,  accompanied  by  Alba,  who  was 
the  pabfjc  inlerpreter,  to  present  my  compliments 
to  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  and  to  inform  aim  Ibat 
SousB  was  in  Tact,  as  he  nad  intimated,  an  indirid- 
id  was  under  my  power 
!  could  not  deliver  (lie  pa- 
;  that  lie  would  have  the 
;inff  for  such  as  he  might 
ana  if  they  were  to  be 
'  the  treaty,  or  other  par- 
would  deliver  them  to 
jre  which  indispensable 
been  done  with  ine  other 
have,  in  the  same  way, 
the  reasons  which  pre- 
i  that  every  direct  mode 
sought,  if  there  was  any 
to  him  in  any  way. 
interpreter  brought  back 
lould  go  to  prison,  and 
ibat  I  should  De  put  into 
ra. 

It  Don  Andrew  Jackson 
ed  of  my  message  by  the 
the  incident  offended  me 
iihle,)  I  made  ibe  same 
.  bim  a  second  lime ;  and 
>IhemiQaloud  voice,  in 
SODS,  and  upon  ibe  street 
uying,  Colonel  Callava 

]ge  and  abusive  in  the 
mounded  me  at  table,  a 
there  as  a  greater  com- 
:  my  subordmaies,  could 
ly  face,  and  disorder  my 
f  eating,  and  in  the  con- 
I  was;  and  I  felt  myself 
.,  (which  I  almost  habit- 
had  frequently  attacked 
ys;)  notwithstanding,  I 
:e  so  as  to  render  it  im- 
,  that,  upon  quitting  the 
'Ct,  for  it  was  not  known 

Brooke's  lady  was  very 
much  grieved,  and  I  was  going  to  (he  street,  when 
three  persons  presented  themselves  to  me  in 
Brooke's  house,  telling  me,  from  Don  Andrew 
Jackson,  that  they  came  (or  the  papers  which 
Sousa  had  carried  to  my  house,  or  to  carry  me 
with  them  to  Jackson's  house;  because  the  Giov- 
ernor,  with  his  authority,  could  not  respect  me  to 
any  other  light  than  as  a  private  individual. 

Astonished  to  find  myself  involved  in  such 
events,  with  expressive  actions  I  entreated  them 
to  do  me  the  honor  of  returning  to  the  commis- 
sary Governor  with  my  complimenLi,  asking  him 
how  he  could  forget  that  I  was  the  Spanii^h  com- 
missary who  had  delivered  to  bim  that  province, 
and  wnom  he  had  found  as  Governor  in  it,  and 
who  at  the  same  time  had  not  been  removed  by 
his  Government,  nor  concluded  the  delivery,  nor 
withdrawn  the  artillery,  (the  destination  of  which 
was  expected,)  nor  of  other  things  under  my  pow- 


erT  That  I  was  surpriwd  at  what  passed  between 
us;  that  be  would  have  Ibe  goodness  to  reflect 
that  every  paper  in  my  possession  on  that  diy  be- 
longed to  tne  Government  which  I  had  eierciied 
in  Inat  province,  was  saCrcd  under  my  authority 
and  character,  by  the  privilege  of  the  l»w  of  na- 
tions, which  has  always  been  mutoalty  obteivej 
and  respected  among  nations,  as  to  those  individ- 
uals of  either  lo  whom  the  execation  of  irralies 
has  been  intrusted,  or  other  commissioners,  and  it 
if  a  thing  unknown  that  any  authority  bas  forci- 
bly violated  a  trust  so  sacred,  without  cacK  or 
reason ;  that  whatever  paper  he  might  wish  to  ask, 
be  might  demand  of  me  in  writing;  that,  od  thit 
very  day,  I  had  offered  him  ibis,  if  it  was  to  be 
given,  or  the  reasons  for  its  not  being  my  dulf,  or 
not  being  in  my  power  (o  give  them;  that  ibis 
was  the  only  mode  agreeably  to  the  exact  usoal 
procedure  in  the  important  charge  with  wliichvi^ 
were  intrusted,  in  the  political  sut)ject  between  ca- 
tions, in  the  performance  of  which  be  could  nat, 
by  his  authorilv,  call  my  proceedings  in  question, 
nor  constrain  tnern  by  judicial  force  as  Governcir, 
by  which  the  security  of  the  papers  in  my  posses- 
sion coulil  be  violated,  or  any  other  thing  directlr 
depending  not  on  my  person,  but  on  my  offieiu 
BituaCion;  thai  I  should  preserve, as  to  myself anj 
to  my  nation,  the  peace  and  harmony  inwhicbl 
found  our  countries,  and  that  I  have  preserved  it 
with  the  utmost  care  as  to  the  Commissary,  ipd  as 
to  Ibe  Governor,  as  far  as  I  have  been  cooeenieij 
with  him,  and  also  preserved  it  indiscnininaiety 
to  all  the  citizens  ot  the  United  Slates  who  bad 
remained  permanently  in  Florida,  or  who  hid 
passed  through  during  my  government. 

Tb6  officers  went  away  to  cany  this  answer, 
which  was  given  them  in  the  presence  of  all  at 
Brooke'.'  house;  and  I,  feeling  now  a  recurreace 
of  my  pain,  requested  them  to  permit  me  lo  go 
home,  whilner  several  of  those  per^ns  accompi- 
nied  me.  As  soon  as  I  arrived,  I  caused  my  sec- 
retary to  extend  in  my  office  alt  that  I  had  said  to 
the  persons  sent,  and  with  him  I  sent  LienteDant 
Colonel  De  Villiers,  accompanied  by  another  offi- 
cer, to  the  Gkivernor,  thinking  that  thus  my  answer 
might  be  more  correctly  understood  by  hira;  bat, 
when  it  was  presented  he  would  not  receive  it, 
and  they  brought  it  back  to  me  unapeo. 

After  these  officers  relumed  to  me,  now  at  my 
own  bouse,  the  same  three  persons  came  wilb  • 
determined  and  brief  message  that  1  most  not  make 
any  pretensions  to  official  situation  or  other  cdd- 
eideralions — "  the  papers,  or  go  with  tbem."  I 
was  surrounded  by  my  officers,  and  other  persoDs 
of  character,  whose  countenances  I  saw  filled  with 
pain  and  surprise  to  see  me  in  the  sad  slate  of 
suffering,  and  unable  lo  remain  tranquil-  Till 
then  I  knew  no(  of  what  papers  they  $poke,  as  I 
had  not  entered  upon  an  inquiry,  nor  had  Ibey 
given  me  an  oiiportonily  of  doing  so;  and  I  aa- 
sweted  tbem  that  I  was  unable  to'go  out  of  mj 
house.  I  entreated  that  they  would,  at  least,  give 
me  an  abstract  of  what  papers  and  of  what  class 
those  were  which  they  demanded, "and  I  would 
inform  Don  Andrew  Jackson  that  I  was  sick. 

Without  giving  me  any  answer,  Ihey  went  iwiy. 
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Bsd  I  laid  mywlf  on  the  bed.  An  hoar  sfienratds, 
one  of  the  three  presented  himself  it)  laf  honse, 
and  gare  me  bd  alwfract,  written  on  a  half  sheet 
of  Mp«r,  in  the  Engliih  language,  and  signed 
"Alcalde  Brackenridge.-'  I  took  it ;  I  told  him 
that  I  should  have  it  translated,  and  should  reply 
to  it-  He  went  away.  1  gave  it  to  the  interpre- 
ter at  that  boar,  which  was  nine  at  night,  and 
songht  repose  on  the  bed ;  bot,  a  while  atlw,  and 
witlioat  further  preliminaries,  a  party  of  troops, 
with  ibe  cominimioneri,  assaulted  the  housa,  bicak- 
iog  tbe  fence,  notwithstanding  the  door  wsvvpeo ; 
and  the  Gommis^ioners  entered  my  apartment) 
(bey  BDrronaded  my  bed  with  soldiers  with  drawn 
bayoitets  in  their  hands ;  they  removed  the  mos- 
quito net;  they  made  me  sit  up;  and  demanded 
"th«  papers,  or  they  would  nte  the  arms  against 
my  person." 

It  oosht  to  be  remarked,  that,  of  the  three,  only 
one  spoce  and  understood  a  little  of  the  Spanisn 
language.  He  was  tho  only  interpreter  g  and  I 
neither  spoke  nor  understood  one  word  of  English, 
and  thas  I  neither  knew  what  he  said  to  his  com- 

E anions  reipecting  what  I  answered,  nor  did  they 
now  what  was  asked  me.  I  had  to  do  with  him 
alone,  and  be  was  one  who  had  gone  and  returned 
with  them  in  all  their  visits.  Some  officers  and 
other  persons  who  had  accompanied  me  from  the 
hooae  of  Brooke,  and  who  had  not  yet  retired,  and 
were  seated  in  the  gallcfy  of  the  honse,  leafing 
me  to  repote,  entered  the  room ;  and  I  answered 
in  their  presence  that  the  note  had  not  yet  been 
returned  translated,  but  that  this  was  of  no  conse- 
qnence;  that  there  irtre  all  the  boxes  containing 
papery  my  tranks,  and  all  my  bouse ;  that,  since 
force  na4  once  been  openly  used  in  their  com' 
mvad,  they  there  had  every  thing  at  their  dispo- 
sal, without  anv  resistance  on  my  part ;  but  that, 
before  iheyEhouidprocced  to  take  whalthey  thought 
fit,  I  represented  to  them  that  now,  since  my  per- 
soQ  ^trma  not  secure  as  a  free  man,  and  in  a  Tree 
coantry,  in  the  asylum  of  my  house,  and  in  the 
dead  of  the  night,  and  ihat  what  ought  to  be 
prearrved  to  my  nation  was  not  respected  in  my 
official  situation  and  character,  I  laid  these  things 
b^ore  the  Qovernmeat  of  the  United  States,  and 
took  refiigennder  their  laws,  and  hoped  that  they 
wooid  respect  both. 

Tbey  did  not  proceed  to  search  for  papers,  nor 
did  they  move  any  further  question  about  tnem, 
when  they  now  saw  them  at  their  disposal ;  but 
they  ordered  the  troops  to  carry  arms,  leave  me 
alone,  and  send  from  myhonse  those  who  assisted 
arid  accMnpaoiecl  me.    This  they  did;  and  ' 


tbey  intimated,  with  threats,  that  he  should 
sileat  aa  soon  as  he  had  begun ;  and  1  continued 
aloae  sitting  on  the  bed,  and  they  in  the  apartment, 
looking  at  each  other. 

In  fine,  in  a  short  while  after,  one  of  the  three 
inrent  out.  and  returned  accompanied  with  an 
officer,  who,  placing  himself  before  me,  told  me  1 
TV«B  a  prisoDerg^nd  ordered  me  to  dress  myself.  I 
aDSwered  that  I  was  so,  but  that  be  would  have 
the  goodiMM  to  observe  that  I  was 


I  ought  not  to  be  taken  out  of  my  bouse  at  that 
hoar.  He  made  no  answer  to  the  interpreter,  aitd 
remained  sileat ;  but  one  of  the  three  deliberately 
ordered  me  to  dress.  1  dressed  in  my  uniform, 
was  going  to  pnt  on  my  sword,  but,  upon  reflection, 
thought  It  better  to  deliver  it  to  the  officer.  1  did 
so,  and  one  of  the  three  took  it  from  his  hand  and 
threw  it  upon  the  chimney,  and  in  this  manner 
I  was  conducted  through  the  streets  among  the- 

Tney  took  me  to  a  private  house,  in  which  they 
presented  me  to  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  who,  witb 
two  other  persons,  was  seated  near  a  table;  the, 
house'was  filled  with  people  of  all  ages  and  classes, 
and  there  he  made  me  a  sign  to  sit  down,  which  . 
1  did.  By  the  only  interpreter  who  had  hitherto 
delivered  and  carried  back  the  i 


I  have  already  mentioned,  he  put  one  question  I 
me,  according  to  my  recollection,  confined  solely 
to  whether  certain  papers  had  been  carried  to  my 
bouse  by  Don  Domingo  Sousa,  and  delivered  to. 
my  steward. 

I  requested  him  to  permit  me  to  answer  in  writ- 
ing, and  to  do  so  with  my  own  hand-  He  granted 
it  readily,  I  set  mysdf  to  write  a  regular  protest,, 
that  1  might  go  on  to  answer  afteiwards:  hut  I 
had  hardly  wgun  when  Don  Andrew  Jackson, 
look  the  paper  from  before  me,  and,  with  much . . 
violence  and  furious  gestures,  spoke  for  some  time,. 
looking  at  the  by-standers ;  and  when  he  had  con- 
cluded the  interpreter  told  me  that  he  had  ordered 
me  to  give  no  other  answer  to  all  that  he  had. 
asked  me  but  yes  or  no.  I  replied  that  I  offered 
to  be  very  brief,  but  that  he  should  question  me  by 
writing  toe  question,  and  permitting  me  to  write 
the  answer  with  my  own  band,  and  give  in  my 
turn  the  most  precise  reason  for  it.  He  absolutely- 
refused  me,  and  the  inletpretei  wrote  upon  that 
same  paper  which  had  been  snatched  from  me  I. 
know  not  what. 

Don  Andrew  Jackson  proceeded  to  sneak  for  a. 
considerable  time,  looking  at  the  people,  but  speakr 
ing  furiously ;  and  in  the  countenances  of  the  by- 
standers I  perceived  fear  or  surprise,  caused  by. 
what  he  said.  He  concluded,  and  the  interpreter, 
told  me  that  the  Ooveroor  would  not  treat  with 
me  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  private  individual; 
this  idea  (which  I  knew  not  how  to  account  for) 
made  me  catch  at  the  word,  and  demand  some  ex- 
planations. Don  Andrew  Jackson  did  not  permit 
me  to  speak.  I  insisted  that  the  interpreter  should 
translate  what  1  said;  he  was  sometimes  about  to 
do  this,  and  he  interrupted  bim  at  the  very  begin- 
ning; so  that  of  tfll  that  he  said  in  two  hours, 
(and  Don  Andrew  Jackson  directed  himself  to 
me,)  only  the  aforesaid  intimation  was  translated 
to  me,  that  I  had  not  a  word  to  answer  bot  yes  or 
no  to  what  I  should  be  asked,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernor waald  not  treat  me  in  any  other  way  than 
as  a  private  individoal.  Nothing  was  read  to  me, 
nor  was  I  informed  of  any  thing  which  the  inter- 
preter wrote  in  that  act,  nor  was  any  signature  re- 
quired of  me;  and  seeing  myself  in  such  circum- 
stances 1  put  a  question,  by  my  secretary,  to  that 
of  the  Qovernment  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  if  he 
could  furnish  me  with  an  authentic  copy  of  all 
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that  had  been  wriiten  in  the  execution  of  these 
trensictioDs,  and  he  answeied  him  la  the  affirm- 
ative. 

I  remained  EJleat;  ihey  called  my  steward;  thejr 

ftaked  him  if  ceitain  papers  had  been  delivered  to 
him  by  Sousa  at  my  house?    He  answered,  yes. 

Don  Andrew  Jacison  drew  from  among  other 
papers  one  which  was  already  written ;  be  read  il 
to  me,  and  it  contained  the  order  for  commiliing 
me  and  my  steward  to  prison. 

I  sot  upon  my  feet;  I  begged  the  interpreter  to 
ask  biro  if  he  did  not  shudder,  and  was  not  struck 
with  horror  at  insulting  me;  and  1  pronounced  s 
solemn  protest  against  iiis  proceedings.  The  in- 
terpreter informed  him,  and  be  replied,  that  for 
what  he  had  done  be  bad  no  account  to  give  but 
to  his  Qovernnieat,  and  he  toid  me  that  I  might 
protest  before  God  himself. 

1  was  carried  off  to  prison  at  twelve  at  nigbt, 
and  my  steward  also.  I  left  my  house  open,  with 
three  or  four  soldiers  of  the  United  States  troops 
in  it.  1  left  all  my  private  papers,  all  tbe  official 
correspondence  of  iny  Government,  and  what  was 
tinder  my  charge  officially,  without  any  account, 
at  the  discretion  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson.  The 
keys  of  my  trunks  and  money  chests  were  not  re- 
moved. I  left  in  my  house  no  person  to  repre- 
sent me,  and  who  was  in  my  confidence;  and. 
lastly,  by  a  respectable  citizen  of  ibc  Uniiea 
States,  and  my  officers,  at  two  in  tbe  morning,  a 
couch  was  spread  for  me  and  ray  other  assistants 
to  throw  ourselves  down  upon ;  (for,  by  Don  An- 
drew Jackson,  I  was  permitted  to  throw  myself, 
sick  as  I  was,  upon  tne  bricks  of  the  prison ;) 
when,  afterwards,  I  was  informed  by  various  per- 
sons who  understood  the  Spanish  and  English 
Innruages,  that  the  matters  above  related,  which 
baa  been  conceived  against  me,  and  were  not 
translated  by  the  interpreter,  consisted  in  having 
endeavored  to  persuade  the  people  that  the  papers 
were  taken  from  the  office  of  the  alcalde,  and  that 
1  was  an  accomplice  in  that  criminal  action. 

At  eleven  in  tbe  morning  of  the  following  day, 
the  S3d,)  Judge  Eligius  Fromentin  issued  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  for  tbe  release  of  my  person ; 
and  Don  Andrew  Jackson  answered  that  it  was 
not  proper  to  carry  it  into  execution;  but,  on  the 
same  day,  at  one  in  tbe  afternoon,  he  gave  order 
that  an  officer  should  inform  me  that  I  was  re- 
leased from  prison,  and  might  be  accompanied  by 
him  to  my  house  to  examine  if  the  boxes  were 

1  replied  to  tbe  person  who  communicated  this 
to  me  that  I  could  not  enter  it  unless  accompanied 
by  a  judge,  who  might  be  present,  and  certify  to 
the  situation  in  which  all  things  in  it  were  found, 
since  I  had  been  dragged  from  it,  leaving  every 
thing  to  their  discretion. 

The  officer  accompanied  me  into  the  presence 
of  Judge  Fromentin,  whom  we  found  sick.  1 
related  to  him  what  had  happened,  and  entreated 
him  to  afford  the  protection  of  the  law  to  my  pre- 
rogative, person,  and  bouse.  He  informed  me 
that  he  could  not  assist  me,  because  his  situation 
rendered  it  impossible;  but  he  would  cause  wit- 


nesses to  accompany  me,  who  should  make  the 
examination,  and  sign  it. 

I  went  thither  with  the  officer  and  many  other 
persons:  il  was  found  open,  with  three  or  four 
soldiers  within  ;  the  papers  of  official  correspon- 
dence scattered  upon  the  table,  and  the  covers 
o[>en ;  one  box,  which  was  left  shut,  and'sealed 
^  with  the  seel  of  my  Government,  bad  been  burst 
I  open,  iJk  seals  broken,  and  again  shut,  with  differ- 
ent seats;  and  nothing  was  found  wrong  in  the 
conteWt  of  the  money  chest-  I  bad  not  time  to 
examiie  tbe  papers,  nor  could  I  do  it,  because  I 
was  too  much  indisposed. 

On  the  26th  day  of  the  came  month,  about  half 
past  three  in  tbe  afternoon,  the  secretary  of  tbe 
Government  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson  delivered 
to  mine  the  testimony  which  I  bad  asked  on  the 
niebt  of  the22d;  and  early  in  the  morning  of  tlje 
followiog  day,  (the  27thJ  sick  as  1  was,  I  set  out 
with  my  secretary  for  Washington,  to  give  an 
account  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty  near  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  leaving  without  my  power  and 
authority  in  Fensacola  what  was  under  my  charge 
belonging  lo  the  nation  of  which  I  am  a  depen- 
dant, l)ecause  in  me  all  confidence  and  every  law 
of  nations  bad  been  violated  by  the  authority  now 
existing  there. 

To  this  faithful  narrative,  to  which  I  have 
sworn  upon  my  honor,  I  add  separately,  in  order 
lo  avoid  confusion,  notes  and  olicerraiioDS  which 


express  and  produ 
condensation. 

1st.  That  the  papers 
legally  and  regularly  giv 
Domingo  Souia,  into  his 
myp  ■      -'■     ■ 


tary  proo&  for  this 


mdet 


That  they  never  were  abstracted,  fraud- 
itl'y  or  otherwise,  from  the  archives  of  tbe 

3dlv.  Thatbe  did  notthinkof  coDCealinetiiem. 
4lhly.  That  it  was  impossible  to  conceal  tbem. 

dtbly,  The  nullity  and  bad  aspect  of  tbe  judicial 
proceedings  against  me,  against  my  sabaltem,  and 
against  my  steward,  by  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  on 
the  day  of  those  events  and  actions  which  I  ttave 
related ;  and  I  have  produced  tbe  proofs  of  ihem, 
as  well  by  authentic  as  by  original  documents,  all 
which  might  be  considered  as  an  integral  part 
of  this  relation,  to  which  I  have  sworn.  And. 
therefore. 

Seeing  that  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  at  present 
Governor  of  West  Florida,  has  violated,  in  tbal 
territory,  under  his  antborily,  the  immunity  and 
confidence  with  which  1  held  in  it  my  situation 
of  commissary  for  Spain,  carrying  into  efiect,  un- 
der that  treaty,  what  was  stipulated  by  her  and 
the  United  Stales  in  a  solemn  treaty  :  that  he  has 
also  violated  tbe  pale  of  my  charge,  by  breaking 
open  and  plundering  tbeir  sanctuary,  at  bis  own 
discretion  alone;  by  insulting  my  person  in  the 
most  illegal  manner,  and  by  deeply  wounding  my 
character  and  honor,  with  tbe  supposition,  before 
the  public,  of  events  which  I  leave  to  their  merits. 
(ameritadm ;)  and  by  obliging  me  by  all  this  to 
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leave  SpaJD  without  a  tepresentaliTe  in  said  Floi- 
ida,  to  tbe  derelicIioD  of  its  iateresta :  I  Hi]emiilf 
protect  against  tlie  aforesaid  Don  Andrew  Jacbsoo, 
as  the  actoi  in  the  before-mentioDed  deeds,  before 
the  Minister  Flenipoleniiary  of  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty near  the  GoverDment  of  the  United  Statea 
of  America. 

JOSE  CALLAVA. 
A  true  copy : 

H.  DE  RIVAS  Y  SALMON. 


APPENDIX  TO  COL.  CALLAVA'8  PROTEeT. 

Slallment  of  Iht  papcrt  comprckended  in  the  notice 
oftke  3iaAupv*t,ient  totheSpanith  eommiuary, 
Don  Jou  CaSaea,  by  a  perton  who  ligned  hirmelf 
H.  M,  BmeJcenridge,  Alcaide. 

1.  The  papers  relative  to  the  lestainentary  dis 
position  at  Jose  Maria  Vidal. 

2.  The  proceedinss  in  the  case  of  Manuel  Bon- 
fay  and  Carlos  de  Ville. 

3.  The  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Carlos  de 
Tille  and  Eugene  Sierra. 

4.  The  documents  in  the  case  of  Pedro  Guilkea 
and  Tomas  Villa  seca. 

Obtereationt  and  elueidailoni  whiek  thow  tht  merit 
importance,  and  drcumtlanee*  of  ihete  papers. 

Those  of  Vidal. 

Vidal  died  auditor  of  war.  in  Pensacota,  in 
eighteen  hundred  and  six  ;  he  left  four  daughters, 
whom  he  had  hj  a  malatto  woman,  who  were  in- 
formed by  the  authorities  of  those  times  of  the  sale 
of  some  part  of  their  property  at  Baton  Rouge, 
and,  of  course,  their  right  to  it. and  Vidal's  pro- 
perly in  it  ceased,  beeauHe  its  oaving  nassed  to 
another  possessor  appears  erident  from  all  the  an- 
tecedent decrees  in  the  register  and  notarial  offices, 
where  tli«  property  was  tlien  sold,  and  may  afler- 
wards  be  sold,  pa^ng  froin  one  to  another. 

What  may  depend  upon  that  testamentary  dis- 

Ciition  baa  notning  lo  do  with  Florida,  and  be- 
p  entirely  to  some  creditors  whom  Vidal  lel^ 
leaiding  in  the  Spanish  territories  j  therefore,  those 
papers  l)elong  to  the  captainship  general,  with  its 
Bujiiory  of  war,  because,  by  the  evacuation  of 
Florida,  it  has  resumed  the  authority  and  tribuDal 
of  the  Spanish  GoTemment  of  Pensacola.  I  re- 
peat, it  has  no  existence  at  this  day  in  Florida : 
the  right  of  presenting  their  actions  in  their  pro- 
per and  natural  tribunals  cannot  be  taken  Irom 
creditors  who  ere  Spaniards  and  reside  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  Spain  ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  u  alio  ob- 
served (in  order  to  convince  that  not  one  person 
was  injured  by  it  in  West  Florida,  io  any  point  of 
view)  that,  after  the  evacuation  of  the  province^ 
the  quadroon  Merced,  daughter  of  Vidal,  requested 
the  Spanish  commissary  to  deliver  to  her  this  tes- 
tamentary disposition,  in  order  that  she  migbt 
show  it  to  lawyers  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
might  inform  her  if  she  could  obtain  any  thing 
from  it ;  and  the  Spanish  commissary  ordered  the 
clerk.  Don  Domingo  Sousa,  to  give  it  to  her,  aifd 
he  told  tbe  quadroon,  if  she  wished  to  procure  an 
authentic  copv,  to  remain  in  Pensacola,  or  in  her 
own  power,  that  she  might  extract  it  in  her  own  i 


house,  and  avoid  the  expenses  of  the  clerk,  and 
that  what  might  be  extracted  might  be  immedi- 
atel)[  cocupared,  and  he  would  legalize  tbe  whole, 
gratis.  The  quadroon  received  these  papers,  and 
had  them  on  the  day  when  ibey  were  demanded 
in  tbe  manner  expressed  in  the  proceedings,  and 
she  may  have  them  still,  since  they  have  neither 
been  procured  or  demanded  to  be  returned:  all 
which  will  be  hereafter  verified. 

Thobe  of  Cablob  be  Villb. 
Carlos  de  Ville  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  the 
regiment  of  Louisiana,  stationed  in  the  garrison 
of  Pensacola,  and  died  io  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty,  fin  the  time  of  my  Government.)  About 
sis  moaUis  before  his  death,  more  or  less,  he  sold 


(vino  en  rminim,)  to  consist  of  some  pay  which 
was  doe  for  his  service  by  the  National  Treasury. 
He  named  as  his  executor  an  officer  of  his  own 
regiment,  who  went  in  one  of  the  transports  to 
join  it  in  Havana,  on  the  day  of  tbe  evacuation  of 
Florida,  carrying  with  him  the  papers  of  the  tes- 
tamentary disposition  to  obtain  from  tbe  Trea- 
sury what  was  due  lo  the  deceased  De  Ville :  he 
also  left  soine  children,  whom  he  had  by  a  mulat- 
to woman,  as  his  sole  heirs,  but  neither  their  mo- 
ther nor  tney  are  in  Florida,  or  have  a  residence 
in  it. 

Four  or  six  months  after  the  death  of  De  Ville, 
a  difference  arose  between  a  Spanish  agent,  named 
Don  Eugene  Sierra,  against  the  testamentary  ex- 
ecution about  the  right  of  property  of  a  small  part 
of  the  enclosure  of  the  house  which  he  had  sold. 
Sierra  had  no  means  of  justifying  his  claim  j  I 
decreed  that  he  should  present  the  proof  of  prop- 
erty in  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  that,  m 
tbe  mean  lime,  the  executor  should  not  dispose  of 
the  property  according  to  the  provisions  of  the 
testamentary  disposition  ;  and  thus  this  difference 
was  suspended,  waiting  for  tbe  lime.  The  prop- 
erty is  m  possession  ot  the  executor  at  the  Ha- 
vana ;  thitner  Sierra  is  destined,  as  well  as  the 
other  agents  who  have  been  removed  from  Flori- 
da: tbe  purchaser  bas  quiet  and  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  what  he  purchased  by  public  and  regis- 
tered deed  in  the  archive  delivered,  so  that,  if  Si- 
erra has  a  right,  the  recovery  is  cetlain,  and  in 
the  place  where  he  can  do  it ;  therefore,  ihe  de- 

d  of  these  papers  is  yet  more  nnnecessary,  if 

ible,  tban  thai  of  the  others,  and  their  trifling 
importance  has  been  seen. 


They  have  had  a  dispoie  for  about  fifteen  years 
:  of  the  Treasury,  (trfttMoJ  de  Ha- 


piece  of  ground  ;  ine  proc^ings  proved  that  it 
was  in  neither,  and  the  Treasury  sold  it  for  two 
or  three  hundred  dollars,  and  in  those  times  em- 
ployed it  in  building  three  small  wooden  bridges 
over  some  rivulets,  for  the  more  con  venient  passage 
of  the  people.  The  purchaser  justified  the  property 
in  Florida  by  a  deed,  or  docnm«it,  which  the 
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Tieasarf  granted  him.  Vtllaseca  and  Ouilkes 
cocld  not  be  permitted  to  plead  to  a  thing  which 
had  been  fiaiihed  fifteeo  years  \>j  authority  of  an 
B&tr  Jud^  of,  nor  cm  it  enter  into  ilie  imBfina- 
tion  that  it  can  interest  them,  nor  that  they  nave 
pretended  such  a  thing,  as,  io  fact,  it  is  not  evident 
that  they  ha*e  made  any  such  request ;  it  is  only 
to  be  attributed  Io  this :  that,  oa  the  day  when 
Sousa  showed  all  the  papers  to  those  three  persons, 
they,  from  their  animosity,  and  without  eoteriug 
Into  an  inTestigation  of  toe  precedents,  became 
judges,  parties,  and  attorneys,  without  knowing 
what  they  asked.  The  proceedings  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  recoveries,  nud  which  produce  its  entries, 
are  those  which  produce  due  steadiness  in  aceoaot 
and  reckoning. 

The  importance,  merit,  and  circumstance  of  llie 
uipers  have  been  deduced.  The  case  of  Manuel 
Bonfsy,  which  was  mentioned  in  (be  abstract  of 
Brae  ken  rid  ee,  does  uot  take  place,  because  it  is 
eomprehenaed  ia  that  of  Sierra  and  De  Ville ; 
Bonfay  beiag  the  person  who  represents  the  pur- 
chaser of  the  house :  which  is  another  convincing 
circntnstauce  that  the  same  Braekentidge  did  out 
understand  what  he  asked  for. 
Obstrvaliont  and  precedenli,  whith  form  proufi  thai 

thtpaptrt  in  quttlion  mtrc.uiilhihtgreaittt  Itgit- 

imacy  andin  tht  cart  of  Don  Domingo  3ou«i,and 

under  my  paver  and  authority. 

That  they  never  were  fraud ulealJv  or  otherwise 
taken  by  him  from  the  archives  of  toe  alcaldes. 

That  he  thought  as  liiUe  of  concealing  them, 
and  that  the  concealment  of  them  was  next  to 
impossible. 

And  laitlv,  reflections  in  regard  to  the  interest 

to  which  the  actions  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson 

against  the  Spanish  commissary  could  contribute, 

Obbesvatiom  1. 

The  Governor  of  Pensacola,  with  a  lawj^er  of 
the  title  of  auditor,  exercised  all  the  authority  of 
West  Florida  in  the  courts  known  in  Spain,  pre- 
vious to  the  constitution,  except  the  eeelesiasiic, 
and  constituted  there  the  tribunal  of  the  first  in- 
stance, in  which  Don  Domingo  Sousa  had  acted 
for  fifteeo  or  twenty  years  as  secretary,  with  an 
assistant;  and  under  bis  care,  and  in  his  office, 
were  all  the  caases  and  documents  of  the  office, 
because  there  never  had  been  in  Pensaeola  a  per- 
son under  the  title  of  Secretary. 

Ob  BERT  ATI  ON  2. 

In  (be  middle  of  the  year  1830,  the  constitution 
was  established  in  Pensaeola,  and  by  it  the  politi' 
cal  and  military  governors  were  deprived  of  the 
jtirisidiction  which  they  exercised  by  the  ordinary 
ancient  custom.  The  nomination  of  a  consiitn- 
tional  alcalde  took  place,  into  whose  ■pawn  that 
court  came,  (he  was  Don  Jose  Noriega,}  and  to 
Soiua  all  the  causes  and  papers  relative  to  the 
sentence  which  this  alcalde  passed  came  by  inven- 
tories now  existing.  I(  does  not  appear  in  those 
inventories  thai  the  papers  mentioned  in  the  notice 
of  Breckenridge  had  been  passed  to  him,  whieh 
had  not  taken  place,  for  the  reasons  which  will  be 
mentioned  in  the  following  observation. 


OBBE STATION  3. 

Tbe  military  court  was  left  by  the  conttitniico 
in  the  same  slate  as  formerly,  and  by  that  the  Got- 
ernor,  with  his  auditor,  exercised  in  it  the  sami 
jurisdiction  as  before.  The  causes  of  finance,  iIn, 
were  of  the  same  resort,  as  well  as  those  of  iht 
arribadat;  and  in  these  three  jnrisdictions  ibf 
Secretary,  Don  Domingo  Sousb,  remained  viih 
the  Governor  and  the  alcalde,  to  whom  other  par- 
sons were  occastonaltf  called  to  sit  in  judgmciL 
The  testamentary  dispositions  of  Vidal,  as  he  ditd 
auditor  of  war,  were  dependent  on  the  miKtny 
court,  and  the  case  ofVillaseca  and  Guilkaon 
the  finance ;  and  thus  both  remained  in  the  \wi- 
diction  of  the  Governor,  and  in  the  office  of  Sous. 
Observation  4. 

In  1820,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Carlos.dc 
Villa  died,  and,  as  a  military  man,  his  leslament' 
ary  disposition  was  subject  lo  the  court  of  the  Gor- 
ernor,  and  consequently  to  the  office  of  the  Secrt- 
lary,  Sousa :  these  pajwrs,  therefore,  not  hsTm| 
been  in  the  archives  of  the  alcaldes,  could  nai  te 
taken  from  them. 

Obsebtation  5. 

The  province  was  delivered  OTer,  on  ibe  itih 
July,  to  the  commissary  of  the  United  States.  The 
Spanish  alcaide  delivered  overall  ibeptpennf 
his  archive  and  jurisdiction,  by  inventory,  lasii- 
other  alcaide,  whom  Don  Andrew  Jackson  uined 
to  receive  them;  and  this  last  did  not  receiiethe 
said  papers  from  tbe  former ;  therefore,  they  could 
as  litUe  be  takaa  from  him. 


Nothing  waa  delivered  over  froiii  the  o&mbI 
SousB,  eithn  to  an  alcalde  named  by  Jackson,  a 
to  any  other  person,  either  on  the  17th  or  ste- 
wards; ibereltHe.  it  is  fully  proved  that  such  pi- 
pers were  not  taken  from  any  of  tbe  places  fiDii 
whence  they  are  supposed  to  have  been  ukeii. 

These  are  not  the  first  or  second  fiiliehoodt 
which,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  a*  comv^ 
Gary  for  rcceiTing  Florida,  Don  Aodrtw  Jaebtt 
has  forged  to  provoke  diMrdera,  and  to  eompd  at 
to  what  it  required  all  human  nrndeDce  in  me  U 
shun;  whieh  appears  well  etiaolislted  in  theofr 
cial  correspondence  which  be  haa  held  with  me. 

Althougn  thareason  whythepapera«f  tbeoffiu 
of  SousB  were  not  delivered  over  on  the  ITik  JolT 
is  here  of  no  consequence,  as  Don  Andrew  Jack- 
son, neither  as  commissary  of  the  United  SIlU^ 
nor  as  Governor  of  Fenn cola,  is  jndgeof  theitst- 
dence  of  a  commissary  in  relation  to  the  fnactioiii 
committed  to  him  by  Spain,  and  as  he  had  noth- 
ing else  to  do  but  to  ask  of  me  whatever  he  ibonght 
it  his  duty  to  receive,  as  comprehended  in  the 
treaty,  and,  in  case  they  were  not  given  to  him,  to 
repreaeat  it  to  his  Oovernment,  to  which  it  ^ 
longed  to  exhibit  to  mioswbat  it  m^ht  think  w- 
cessary,  and  be  confident  of  satisfaction ;  neTertb^ 
less,  1  shall  express  it 

They  were  not  delivered  over  beeansa  theycoa- 
sisted  of  testameoiB  <rf'  aoldiers  who  were  noi  is 
Florida,  and  it  had  not  been  stipolaled  that  tU 
Spaniards  should  be  prevented  from  represeausf 
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iheir  lighta  io  their  respettire  nnd  aaitiral  iribU' 
Dab;  nor  was  it  a  thing  which,  in  any  point  of 
riew,  JDtneated,  or  could  inlerest,  the  UDited 
States,  in  snits  of  judical  recoveries  by  IhefinaDCe, 
and  of  shipwrecks  and  arrirals  of  Tessela,  of  which 
ibe' cases  were  deposited  in  the  natioaal  bureaus, 
&Dd  werepassed  lothoseof  theHarsna  ;  battheae 
papen  were  not  yet  withdrawn  and  sent  to  any  part 
out  of  Florida,  because,  with  those  of  the  omcial 
coirespoodeaceof  the  secretary's  office  of  the  Go»- 
emtneni,  which  I  atilt  left  in  the  charge  of  the 
secretary,  I  had  detained  ihetn  with  me  under  my 
power  and  authority  as  commissary  for  Spain,  be- 
cause, if  any  doubt  was  raised  whilst  I  remained 
with  this  charge,  as  I  was  remaining  to  mana^ 
it  in  the  way  mv  duly  demanded,  and  having  con- 
cluded the  whole,  to  make  the  proper  use  of  them, 
when  the  period  should  arrive  for  me  to  withdraw. 
Frm/  IJiai  the  Setrtiary  (Sntwi)  did  nat  kttp  tk4 
poptTt  eeiutaied,  but  alio  that,  at  the  vtry  time,  it 
wot  ntxl  to  impouiilt  that  A«  eenid  toneial  them. 

Obbervation  1. 
Sousn  kept  them  in  the  proper  place,  where  the 
rest  were  Sept.  The  first  time  that  they  were 
asked  for  by  those  three  persons,  strangers  to  kim, 
he  answered  that  ihey  were  in  his  possession.  He 
pot  them  before  them^  aad  also  all  the  other  pa- 
pers which  were  with  them  in  his  care,  and  |ier- 
mitted  them  to  examine  both  at  their  discretion, 
telling  theta  finally,  that  if  any  of  them  were 
wanted,  they  should  ask  them  of  me.  And  could 
any  mortal,  any  honest  man,  act  with  greater  can- 
dor ?  Thai  Sousa  acted  thus,  appears  confessed 
by  those  three  persons,  in  the  accoant  which  they 
gave  in  writing,  and  it  is  evident  in  the  trial 
which  ihey  hml  on  the  same  day.  It  is  therefore 
seen  that  Sousa  neither  kept  them  concealed,  nor 
thought  of  concealing  them. 

Obbsitation  2. 
Aner  the  delivery  of  the  provini^e  had  been 
made,  the  quadroon  Merced,  tne  daughter  of  the 
deceBsed  auditor,  Vidal,  asked  me  for  those  tesla- 
mentaiy  dispositions  to  show  them  to  lawyers  of 
the  United  Slates,  because  she  wished  them  to 
infonn  her  if  there  was  any  thing  in  them  which 
she  eoald  demand.  I  ordered  Sousa  lo  deliver 
them  to  her,  and  I  told  her,  if  she  fonnd  any 
thing  for  her  intereki,  that  she  might  take  a  copy 
at  ber  own  bouse,  to  save  what  the  secretary 
might  require  for  his  trouble,  and  that  1  wonld 
afterwards  compare  and  legalize  the  whole,  gratis. 
She  carried  them  away,  and  she  had  them  in  her 
poGMSiion  on  the  day  of  my  apprehension  and 
that  of  ray  subordinate,  Therefore  it  was  impos- 
sible that  Sousa,  or  other  persons,  could  conceal 
these  papers,  because  they  were  in  the  power  of 
one  irho  md  that  she  bad  an  interest  in  them. 
With  respect  to  the  other  papers,  I  have  already 
related  tneir  importance,  as  also  that  he  placed 
cfa«m  in  public  with  the  greatest  frankness  the 
Srst  lime  they  were  asked  of  him. 

Upoa  a  view  of  the  whole  thatprecedes,  which 
has  oeen  expressed  in  the  utmost  truth,  and  on  an 


examination  also  of  what  will  afterwards  appear 
in  the  returns  made  io  writing,  which  corrabo- 
rate  and  increase  the  others,  the  most  scanty  light 
of  reason  will  be  convinced  that  the  whole  is  ra- 
tional, that  the  opinion  was  correct  of  those  ideas 
Eublished  before  the  people  being  purposely  falsi- 
ed,  and  the  successive  steps  to  appear  ia  their 
color  and  sanction  conspiring  in  a  very  fatal  pro- 
ject against  innocence. 

The  most  favorable  consimction  that  can  be 
given  by  prudence  to  those  proceedings  is,  to  at- 
tribute them  to  the  effects  of  same  tohy  and  frantic 
passion.  If  be  assnmes  upon  that  authority  an 
anxious  desire  that  bis  name  should  make  a  noise 
in  society,  and  because  other  opportunities  did  not 
offer  in  which  bis  existence  could  be  remembered, 
this  excuse  had  bem  precipitated  to  bring  him 
into  view ;  for,  in  fact,  under  whatever  color  tt 
was  viewed,  the  subjecting  (hat  which,  in  its  exe- 
cution, was  enforced  by  the  sbamefui  imprison- 
ment, in  the  face  of  tne  world,  of  the  commis- 
sary of  a  friendly  nation,  and  wiin  such  impunity, 
finding  it  within  the  pertod  in  which  he  was  pro- 
ceeding to  the  execution  of  a  stipulation  of  a  mJ- 
emn  treaty  of  amity  and  settlement,  is  not  a  com- 
mon occurrence,  and,  therefore,  calls  the  attention 
of  society  towards  the  man  who  is  capable  of  de- 
pending upon  tbaL 


ajfimi  pno/  af  the  numf,  illmmltlv,  aad  bad  mt- 
ptetMwhtehihtjudidaltptraHenMibtmvUiBtd, 
which  wof  eteeuled  bp  Iton  Jndr»a  Jadetoa  amd 
hit  thret  qffitert  agamtl  the  eammiuaru  fir  lie 
Spanith  Government,  Cohmtl  Don  Jot  €allatm,m 
the  afternoon  end  night  of  the  SM  dag  ofAugmt 
of  the  current  year, 

Obbehvation  1. 
The  numbers  1  and  2,  by  which  the  answers 
begin,  immediately  indicate  the  treachery  of  the 
project,  if  attention  be  paid  to  the  tortuosity  of 
their  commencement,  and  they  also  show  that  the 
alcalde,  Biackentidge,  went  in  that  path  by  joint 
concurrence  and  design  with  Don  Andrew  Jack- 
son, and  not  as  an  impartial  man.  in  the  execution 
of  bis  authority.  It  is  pi«ved,  also,  because  if  he 
took  Don  Domingo  Sousa  for  a  private  individ- 
ual, he  assumed  in  himself  all  the  aatbority  com- 
pared with  him,  if  the  demand  of  the  papers  was 
a  subject  of  justice,  and  there  was  no  necessity  for 
that  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson;  for  if  he  had  re- 
course to  him  as  Governor,  who  had  aaauroed  the 
powers  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  islaud  of 
Cuba  and  Intendant,  the  alcalde  knew  very  well 
that  neither  of  them  exerciseH  judicial  power 
by  the  law  over  private  individuals.  Therefore, 
Bracken  ridge,  as  well  as  Don  Andrew  Jackson, 
who  took  up  the  matter,  knew  that  the  claiming 
of  those  papers  was  not  a  subject  of  justice,  and 
that  it  was  in  the  political  course  of  discharging 
the  duties  of  commissaries  named  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  stipulation  in  the  treaty,  and  that,  be- 
ing with  Don  Domingo  Sousa,  Ihey  depended 
upon  my  power  and  the  proceedings  subject  to  its 
but,  to  pnrsue  the  project,  they  made  a  mixture  of 
a  disguised  nature. 
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Observation  2. 
The  namben  3,  4,  and  5,  relate  to  ibe  CBodor  of 
SooM,  ID  having  pUced  before  the  commissioners 
all  the  papen  which  he  (hen  had  in  his  care,  and 
iDformJDK  them  that  he  could  not  make  use  of 
them  wiinout  my  oider,  because  he  was  anbordi- 
nate,  and  also  that  (hey  should  ask  them  of  me ; 
therefore,  ihev  then  could  enlertais  no  doubt  in 
this  case,  altaougli  ihej'  had  formeilf  pretended 
igaorance;  hut,  noiwithsiandinK',  io  spite  of  what 
they  saw  of  the  impossibility  of  their  being  able 
to  conceal  their  knowledge,  it  appears  in  No.  6, 
that,  without  proeeedlDg  to  ibe  proof  of  whether 
what  Sousa  bad  shown  them  was  tme  or  not,  thai, 
upon  a  view  of  ibc  result,  they  might  prosecute 
the  matter,  or  apply  to  me ;  that,  leaving  ibis  pre- 
cise path  of  the  law  and  of  the  whole  proceeding 
known  to  be  regular,  because  it  did  not  suit  tbeir 
projected  mode,  they  returned  lo  demand  that 
SoUM  should  give  them  up,  who,  pursuing  his 
duty  in  the  mast  precise  msnner,  insisted  thai  they 
should  direct  tbeii  demand  to  me. 

OnsEBVATtON  3. 

In  the  7tfa  number  Don  Andrew  Jackson  did  not 
address  me  by  word  or  writing;  be  commanded 
my  subordinate  to  be  seized  because  he  did  not 
violate  tbe  confidence  reposed  in  hini  by  bis  chief. 
.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  trample  upon  an  ancient  and 
well-deserving  officer  of  Ine  armies  of  a  friendly 
nation ;  and,  lastly,  he  confounds  hira  with  the 
greatest  impunity  and  injustice,  by  insulting  him 
in  his  person,  innocence,  society,  and  his  nation. 

If  it  is  asked  whyDon  Andrew  Jackson  prefer- 
red this  procedure  to  the  regular  mode  of  address- 
ing the  Spanish  commissary,  tbe  imagination,  the 
penetration,  and  the  prudence  of  man  will  be  un- 
able  lo  discover  the  reason. 

Obsertatioh  4. 

In  numbers  8  and  9,  the  officer,  Don  Domingo 
Sousa,  appears  already  taken,  and  in  tbe  presence 
of  Don  Andrew  Jactson,  and  that  witoout  my 
having  the  least  notice ;  that  be  was  treacher- 
ously asked  to  give  testimony  by  answering  with 
the  monosyllable  $es  or  nc,  (a  sort  of  limtlalion 
unknown  until  now  in  all  the  laws  established  by 
men.)  What  be  answered,  or  did  not  answer, 
was  done  from  the  rigor  of  bis  silnation,  to  please 
tbe  fancy  of  his  oppressor.  What  he  answered 
was  written,  or  not  written,  because  one  only  of 
those  who  surrounded  bimuDderslood  the  Spanish 
language,  and  he,  being  tbe  only  interpreter  and 
secretary,  gave  credit  to  himself,  and  the  others 
did  not  iinow  what  was  asked  of  Sousa,  nor  what 
he  answered,  nor  did  Sousa  know  what  the  other 
wrote;  and,  lastly,  having  understood  that  tbe 
papers  had  been  carried  to  my  house,  he  finished 
with  him  by  committing  his  prixonet  to  jail. 
Here  I  omit  referring  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
papers,  because  I  have  already  discussed  that  with 
troth  in  another  place. 

Obbebvation  5. 

By  the  lOlh  number,  it  appears  for  the  sole  fad 
of  Sousa  having  said  that  he  had  carried  the 
boxes  of  papers  to  my  house  before  Don  Andrew 


Jackson  asked  me  for  them,  or  claimed  thog 
from  me  in  any  way,  that  for  that  simple  act  of 
going  to  claim  them  from  the  commissary  of  a 
friendly  nation,  and  to  claim  papers  of  that  im- 
portance, he  ordered  t«  prepare  a  large  pany  A 
troops,  and  furnished  them  with  ammuniiianv 
if  it  were  for  an  action  in  war.  But  tbii  is  do( 
the  most  singular  thing;  for  its  comiORndet  lud 
to  go  five  hours  afterwards  to  receive  orders,  tfin 
hoars  are  mentioned,  because  at  half-pasi  iW 
be  made  Sousa  a  prisoner,  and  that  was  ibr 
course  he  pursued.)  I  call  attention  to  this  ci^ 
cum^lance  for  a  future  occasion;  but  I  will  men- 
lion  by  the  way,  that  of  ell  the  occurrences  wiih 
Bousa,  in  the  morning  of  ihe  22d,  and  oflbesf 
orders  of  Don  Andrew  Jackson  I  was  isnanai. 
Bs  I  was  dining  at  the  table  of  Colonti  H.  U. 
Brooke,  with  all  the  Spanish  officers  and  olbo 
persons,  at  a  public  feast  which  thai  Coloael^ib 
most  friendly  of  his  nation  and  of  men,  had  gini 
for  tbe  sole  purpose  of  entertaining  us  as  Sptii- 
ish  soldiers,  and  from  attention  to  my  ofBcialsii- 
uation  and  character;  and  I  also  was  making  ike 
necessary  arrangements  for  entertaining  DonAi- 
drew  Jackson,  his  friends,  and  the  officers  of  tbe 
United  States,  a  few  days  Bfterwardi— a  ati^ 
faction  which  I  might  have  enjoyed  on  thediT 
subsequent  to  ihe  occurrence. 

Obsebvatioh  6. 

In  the  11th  number  he  is  seen  to  give  tbe  otdci 
foi  my  imprisonment,  without  en deavoriog loin- 
quire  the  least  ihing  of  me,  or  making  Koy  claim, 
by  word  or  writing ;  and  this  proves  ihat  Don 
Andr.ew  Jackson  well  knew,  by  hLi  own  datf, 
that  to  ask  papers  of  me  from  those  which  de- 
pended upon  ihe  obligations  of  my  official  litu- 
tion,  and  lo  demand  tnem  of  me  with  violence  ia 
a  strange  manner,  was  a  natural  cause  wb]|l 
should  forbear  giving  them,  and  should  reqniic 
the  precise  method  in  him  that  I  might  fulfil nT 
own  duty  ;  and  thus  it  is  that,  the  design  beingio 
seize  me,  he  lyimmaDded  it  to  be  done,  by  giiiaf 
that  as  a  reason,  before  hearing  or  knowing  UT 
thing  from  mc. 

Ob  ana  VAT  [ON  7. 

By  the  12th  number,  it  appears  that  the  d^ 
manding  of  them  from  me  by  judicial  process 
waa  committed  to  three  persons,  but  that,  in  plan 
of  the  secretary,  who  bad  been  present  ai,  and 
acted  in,  the  former  proceedings  against  my  tub- 
ordinate,  Sousa,  a  surgeon,  named  Brocangb. 
was  appointed,  who  is  of  tbe  family  of  Dod  Ad- 
drew  Jackson,  and  a  man  the  best  suited  to  hu~ 
ideas,  and  subservient  to  them  ;  and  this  eicbangc 
was  certainly  formed  from  a  belief  that  the  pa- 
son  and  proceedings  of  ihe  secretary  were  doi 
suited  for  tb^  deeds  which  ensued. 
Ohbehvation  8. 

In  the  13lh  number  I  am  seen  in  ihe  preseccr 
of  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  wiihoul  knowing  wb) 
he  brought  me  there,  because  this  had  been  cou- 
venienlly  concealed,  and  it  was  also  cooveniein^ 
fabricate  other  causes.  Here  it  is  necessary  ibii 
the  empire  of  reason  and  of  justice  should  diiplsy 
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(o  the  horror  of  mortalE,  the  Tacts  which  may  coD' 
vince  them  of  (he  falsehood,  perfidy,  SDd  treichpry 
of  the  three  eommisaioDers,  and,  at  the  rame  lime, 
the  aathority  which  had  induced  them  to  such 
procewJingB. 

fa  the  13ih  number,  nlready  cited,  they  say 
"that  ihey  had  been  at  my  hoose,  and  had  not 
found  me  there;  hat  that,  haviag-  returned  a  little 
afWr,  they  found  me  Rccompanied  h^  a  number  of 
Spanish  officers,  dressed  with  their  swords  hy 
their  sides."  What  is  there  upon  earth  so  sacred 
as  not  to  hare  been  insullea  and  profaned  by 
creatures  who,  withoat  the  least  shame,  coaceal 
from  those  who  know  ifaat  it  cannot  be  concealed, 
all  that  ihe  same  persons  did  in  the  house  of 
Colonel  Brooke,  and  which  I  hare  related  in  my 
depo^tioQ  7  They  also  conceal  mv  answers,  and 
the  GoTemor  (Don  Andrew  JacRsou)  conceals 
the  representations  and  entreaties  which  I  made, 
by  mv  aid-de-camp,  and  the  interpreter,  Alva; 
and,  lastly,  by  the  officer  whom  I  sent  with  a 
lieutenant  colonel,  which  he  must  have  received, 
And  why  is  that  which  happened  in  Brooke'u 
hoQse,  in  ihe  presence  of  eighteen  or  twenty  re- 
spectable persons,  in  the  T»y  act  of  meetiDS  luem 
at  table,  princinally  concealed?  It  has  alreadv 
been  mentioned  that  they  concealed  the  insult 
which  they  ofiered  in  that  house  to  a  deserving 
and  respectable  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
such  a  concourse  of  persons,  lo  whom,  in  every 
point  of  view,  consideration  was  dae,'finding  them 
assembled  in  the  act  of  dining;  and  it  wis  also 
concealed  to  introduce  the  paradox  thai  the  offi- 
cers had  on  their  swords.  (Should  they  not  have 
iiad  them,  when  they  were  dressed  in  uniform,  in 
that  honse,  and  in  a  becoming  act,  in  company 
with  their  chief,  and  when  they  went  from  thence, 
accompanied  by  other  persons,  to  bis  hoose,  which 
was  ntiuated  thirty  or  forty  peees  from  that  of 
Brooke?)  What  can  be  expected  from  men  who, 
in  the  eiet«ise  of  jadjcial  proceedings,  conceal,  on 
one  side,  what  Ihey  do  with  so  qiucn  impudence, 
and,  on  the  other,  falsely  fabricate  criminal  ideas 
against  innocence,  as  will  appear  in  conli n nation  T 

Number  13  also  says  "that  the  demand  of  the 
papers  was  formally  made  to  me  and  refused  hy 
roe."  Here,  also,  they  conceal  the  verbal  manner 
ia  which  it  was  made  lo  me,  and  the  tenor  oCytt 
or  tM>,  and  come  with  us;  and  the  tegufariiy  of  my 
answer,  which  I  do  not  repeat,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned  it  in  my  deposition. 

The  same  number  also  states  "that,  when  they 
informed  me  that  my  refusal  would  be  considered 
as  setting  the  aulhoriiy  exercised  by  ihe  Governor 
at  defiance,  and  they  asked  me  again,  I  persisted 
ID  refusing  to  give  them  up."  This  relation  i 
eotirely  false,  and  their  very  words  show  it.  Ii 
the  first  place,  they  omit  having  any  reference  t 
my  entreaties  end  assurances  to  Don  Andrev 
Jackson,  requesting  him  lo  ask  them,  hv  writtOG 
ID  (he  regular  coarse,  and  thai  he  shoala  imme^ 
ately  have  ibem,  if  they  were  lo  be  given  to  him, 
or  tne  clearest  explanations  why  they  could  not 
be  given ;  and  I  do  not  think  that  this  answer  was 
a  (Hfiance  to  him,  either  as  commissary  or  g 
ernor.    But  I  have  formally  established  that 


such  word  was  ever  spoken  to  me,  nor  did  they 
expend  more  words  upon  me  than  those  expreswd 
in  the  relation;  and  that  thirteen  impartial  per- 
sons were  present,  men  of  probity,  and  most  faon- 
orable  in  the  eye  of  the  law. 

The  13lh  number  also  says  "thai,  upon  mjr 
determined  refusal  to  give  the  papers,  these  com- 
missioners were  about  to  retire,  and  that  at  that 
moment  I  declared  that,  if  Ihey  would  furnish  me 
with  a  copy  of  the  memorandum  of  them,  1  would 
deliver  them,  and  that  they  agreed ;  that  Brack- 

iridge  gave  it  me,  and  informed  me  thai  in  two 
hours  afterwards  he  would  come  for  them," 

In  fact,  he  gave  me  the  note  which  I  have  men- 
tioned in  the  deposition ;  end  my  answer,  when 
he  brongbt  it  lo  me,  was,  that  Iwouldhaveit  tnuu- 
lattd,  ani  aovld  antwer  it.    That  of  the  confession 

false,  and  the  following  affords  proof  of  ii. 

The  13ih  number  likewise  asserts  that,  at  the 
appointed  hour,  they  came  for  the  papers,  (and 
Ihey  came  with  a  stronc  parly  of  troops,  sent  for 
a  seizure,  with  or  without  tne  papers,  as  will 
presently  appear,)  and  here  observe  the  proof  of 
Ihe  forged  confession  ;  because,  if  Ihey  came  for 
papers^  which  1  had  offered  lo  give,  for  what  pur- 
pose did  they  bring  troops  with  them  7  for,  in  or- 
der to  receive  papers  of  that  importance,  or  other- 
wise, there  was  no  necessity  for  Ihem  ;  but  they 
brought  ihem,  not  to  search  for  papers,  as  will 
hereafter  appear. 

Now,  they  likewise,  in  this  number,  confess  that 
they  also  forced  the  house,  the  door  of  which  waa 
open  ;  that  they  found  me  in  my  chamber,  in  bed, 
dec.,  &,c. ;  for  all  Ihe  rest  which  it  recites  is  so 
much  fiction,  as  the  circumslance  of  Brooke's 
house  has  been  concealed,  for  all  the  act  from  en- 
tering into  my  chamber,  (it  was  not  necessary  to 
seek  for  lights  as  Ihey  were  there,)  consisted  in 
what  I  have  related  in  my  deposition,  except  that 
they  ordered  the  troops  lo  charge ;  and  this  in  (he 
Iruih,  but  it  is  not  true  that  I  said,  even  once,  that 
they  should  not  take  me  out  of  my  house  alive, 
for  I  had  no  idea  of  saying  so,  nor  was  I  desirous 
that  they  shonld  assassinate  me  with  impunity. 

It  is  also  true  that  the  boxes  of  all  classes  of 
nepers  were  in  my  chamber,  and  the  money  chest. 
But  Ihey  suppress  ibe  observation  which  I  made 
to  them,  that,  if  the  taking  them  prevented  the 
consequences  which  I  was  pertuaded  were  about 
to  ensue,  they  should  immediately  have  my  good- 
will, and  the  boxes,  the  trunks,  and  my  whole 
house  should  be  at  their  disposal ;  that  they  might 
lake  what  tltey  warned  ;  (this  was  said  in  a  sup- 
pliant manner,  and  in  Ihe  presence  of  several  per- 
sons.) They  then  did  not  wish  the  papers,  when 
they  could  take  them  away,  becaose  they  were 
not  those  which  they  were  m  search  of,  which,  if 
they  had  been,  it  was  more  in  order  to  violate  in 
my  presence  the  sanctuary  which  kept  them, 
because,  at  leastj  the  deed  lefi  no  su&picion  of  oiher 
cares  than  to  violate  it  in  my  absence  the  follow- 
ing day,  (and  without  any  person  to  represent  me.) 
and  to  lake  possession  of  my  house  for  a  whole 
niffht,  because  I  gave  place  to  ii,  especially  when 
I  left  in  disorder  all  thai  was  within  its  walU. 
These  papers  were  not,  lo  appearance,  concerned 
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with  the  course  of  the  truiMctioDs,  because, 
imporUDl  circumstancea,  tbere  appeajrwl  to  be, 
no  case,  any  sucb  foreiga  and  clamor[>us  necessity, 
but  tbe  pretext  of  tbero  preveDted  tbe  certain  ad' 
Tantage  of  tbe  bold  attempt,  as  will  aft«rwuds 
appear. 

OjBaERvATiON  9. 

la  the  14th  number,  tbe  list  of  the  papers  is  pre- 

Mnted,  and  tbe  15lh  nuaiber  relates  what  was  done 

with  me  in  tbe  presence  of  the  Gorenior,  and 

mentions  the  qaestioDi  which  be  put  to  me,       ' 


It  may  be  obserred  that  it  is  not  known,  bow, 
in  a  population  where,  in  one  hour  after  sunset, 
not  one  solitary  person  was  seen  io  the  streets,  Don 
Andrew  Jackson  bad  such  great  nunibers  nf  all 
classes  and  ages  assembled  with  him,  after  eleven 
o'clock,  io  a  very  dark  night ;  for  those  crowds, 
oiUy  knowing  (as  they  did  know)  alt  that  was  re- 
solved on,  and  was  to  be  transacted  on  that  day 
with  the  Spanish  oommiasary,  ntight  have  been 
assembled  to  observe  so  singular  a  novelty;  but 

Emdence  advises  that  the  opinion  of  that  asaem- 
lage  should  be,  that  it  originated  from  the  out- 
cries from  the  balconies,  or  other  iatimatioQs  of 
a  similar  nature,  becaase,  the  commissary  of  a 
friendly  nation  was  about  to  be  sent  to  prison  as 
an  accomplice  or  the  author  of  abstracting  papers 
frotn  cerlain  archives ;  for  that  was  tbe  idea  which 
passed  current  about  the  imprisonmeDt  of  the  of- 
ficer Sousa.    Let  us  return  to  the  questions  and 


It  appears,  in  the  first,  that,  whilst  I  was  pro- 
testing, tn  order  to  answer  afterwards,  1  was  not 
permitted  to  come  to  that  point;  and,  also,  it  ap- 
.  pears  that  the  nutuer  of^  bis  preventing  me  is 
concealed. 

In  tbe  second,  it  is  observed  that  he  again  in- 
terrogated me  as  in  the  first,  but  bis  confining  me 
in  my  Bn*wer  to  tbe  bare  words  j/u  or  no,  is 
concealed. 

In  tbe  third,  it  appears  that  1  was  accused, 
atoong  other  tttings,  of  beitig  associated  with  in- 
dividuals who  had  eooeealed  papers  to  carry  them 
out  of  tbe  country,  aod  that  i  was  tried  solely  in 
the  capacity  of  a  criminal.  I  observe  here  that 
nothing  of  Ibis  interrogatory  and  charge  was  men- 
tioned to  me  by  the  interpreter;  but  that  these 
criminal  motives  and  dishonest  actions,  which  the 
Govwoor  detailed  to  the  public  against  my  person, 
were  the  causa  of  that  surprise  in  the  surroonding 
people,  (to  which  I  have  made  reference  in  my 
deposition;)  end,  therefore,  he  appears  here  justi- 
fied in  the  opinion  of  good  men  for  having  sent 
me  to  prison;  besides,  my  person  bad  been  very 
much  ofiended  by  the  mouth  of  tbe  Governor  and 
the  proceedings  of  the  false  interiH-eter. 

In  those  proeeediDss  (which  are  the  only  ones 
which  have  taken  place)  no  person  appears  to 
have  accused  me;  therefore,  the  Governor  has 
falsified  that  to  accuse  me  of  such  crimes  against 
my  honor;    and  against   him  the   calumny  is 

It  is  said  that  in  my  reply  I  declined  answering, 
vtxeft  in  the  maoDei  which  I  coiuidered  proper 


to  my  place,  and  doing  it  with  my  band.  And 
now  It  appears  that,  Viewing  me  as  a  criminal,  i< 
a  witnes^t,  or  as  a  man  interrogated  in  a  judiciii 
trial,  I  asked  nothing  else  but  tbe  legal  right  of 
men,  acknowledged  in  every  society;  bot  itatui 
app^rs,  with  the  trembling  of  bumaniiy,  that  1 
was  absolutely  refused,  and  he  was  solicitous  bm 
to  hear  me  in  any  way,  passing,  in  order  to  avoid 
it,  to  the  examination  of^my  steward. 

It  may  also  be  observed  that,  in  tAe  two  inlet- 
n^loiies,  they  could  not  be  changed  for  aboei 
two  hours,  which  was  the  time  in  which  Don 
Andrew  Jackson  addressed  to  me  what  ia  above 
related;  and  that  all  was  concealed  b*  that  min- 
ister of  justice,  only  secretary,  only  alcalde,  and 
only  interpreter  in  the  whole  transaction;  thatthr 
othertwoperaonsand  Don  Andrew  Jockscm  did  noi 
know  what  he  asked  me,  or  witat  I  answered,  snit 
that  he  wrote  what  he  pleased ;  but  the  most  psi- 
ticular  thing  is,  that  roy  declaration  btiog  written 
in  English,  he  did  not  read  it  to  me,  not  reqnirt 
me  to.  sign  it;  and  it  was  very  well,  for  as  hr 
knew  what  he  had  written,  that  was  all  that  wi: 
necessary.  I  shall  go  no  further,  to  avoid  banf 
loo  difiuse,.  and  because  it  does  not  appear  la  » 
necessary,  inasmuch  as  I  presume  I  have  alradt 
proved  all  that  was  necessary  concerning  the  iilr- 
gality  and  fatal  aspect  of  the  proceedioc. 

In  tbe  16th  number  it  appeats  that  I  was  srai 
with  my  confidential  servant.    On  the 


1,  the  quadroon,  Merced  Vidal,  declares  thai 
papers  nad  been  given  to  her,  (as  the  dqiosi- 


tion 'mentions.)  On  the  19th,  the  boxes  were 
ordered  to  be  broken,  and  their  contents  to  be 
taken  out,  without  my  being  preoent,  or  any  per- 
son to  represent  me.  On  the  20th,  they  wen 
broken;  and  on  the  31st,  I  was  ordered  la  be  xi 
at  libaty,-  the  papers,  as  they  say,  haviog  ben 
found  in  my  possession  in  the  boxes.  If,  ibert- 
fore,  they  were  abstracted  from  the  archives  a( 
the  aloaldes,  or  concealed  in  any  oiber  manna, 
nwliciously,  by  private  individiuls.  in  order  u 
take  them  out  of  the  province,  why  have  they  not 
instituted  a  uiminal  spit  against  meJ 


And  a  review  of  the  preceding,  which  prove  tbi 
total  imposaibilitv ,      '     "       ■  ■ 
having  neen  able 


the  nti 

litv  oT  the  Spanish  commisan 

ible  to  avoid  those  scandalstb 

ts,  by  not  meeting  the  project,  and  tk 

steps  which  ensued  in  pursuance  of  it,  in  coone 

of  foreaighl,  prudence,  suffering,  and  poliiicil 

sacrifices. 

As  soon  as,  by  the  first  premeditated  innriWin 
and  SoQsa's  consequent  showing  the  papers,  wlua 
they  knew  to  be  the  Secrelanr,  the  circmnnann 
of  their  having  been  robbed  from  tbe  archives  til 
the  alcaldes  was  feigned ;  then,  althoo^b  this  dt*s 
not  appear  in  the  transaction,  because  it  was  aAn- 
wards  concealed  in  them,  it  will  here  prodixh 
conviction.  On  the  foundation  of  said  circuo- 
stance,  tbe  seizure  of  Sousa  was  commandai:. 
when  ne  said  that  I  had  put  them  in  his  posstv 
sioo,  and  the  writ  confirmed  it,  and  iben  my 
ofiicial  situation  was  disavowed  ;  and  aa  undR- 
standing  with  toe  wa*  abaolutely  refined,  tintil  the 
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parly  was  reidy  which  was  to  put  me  id  prison 
as  an  sbstraeter  of  these  papers,  or  an  accomplice ; 
because,  if  I  delimed  tbem  to  jiuiioe  as  a  prirate 
individual,  the  iudtcial  proceeding  against  me  was 
secure ;  and  if  I  did  not  deliver  tbem,  I  was  seized 
for  not  doin^  it ;  but,  as  I  wished  to  remove  that  cir- 
camstance,  if  1  were  heard  by  writing,  ander  any 
chirvcter,  every  efibit  was  used  to  avoid  bearing 
me,  that  rav  constancy  might  give  way.  The  de- 
[DsndioK  oi  them  from  nie  in  that  manner,  and 
auder  tba  eharaoter  of  a  private  person,  was  per- 
sisted in ;  because,  if  it  cooid  be  obiained  that  I 
wooU  give  them  op  from  the  persnaiion  that  I 
might  thereby  avoid  confusion,  and  save  an  injury 
to  the  nation  to  which  I  belonKcd,  and  also  the 
official  eorrespondence,  il  resulted  that  my  {iro- 
ceeding  might  belong  lo  my  offioial  situation, 
might  appear,  in  accordance  with  that  criminal 
and  base  circunsta ace,  and  then  the  project  might 
be  r&cted  with  greater  degradalton,  under  a  bet- 
ler  appearance  and  with  less  responsibility ;  so  il 
is  that,  without  that  recourse,  (which  at  first  ap- 
pears to  have  been  adopted  as  a  political  agree- 
ment to  tave  scandal,  and  the  other  papers,)  1  was 
set  «t  liberty. 

Here  I  have  given  the  projected  machination, 
aui)  the  extremities  !□  which  1  was  reduced  by  it, 
without  the  power  of  making  greater  sacrifices 
than  those  of  stopping  the  tonwnt  of  my  feelings, 
and  giving  an  example  to  the  agents  around  me 
of  moderaiion.  and  also  to  a  people  who  felt  the 
execution  of  those  atrocities  in  my  person.  I  owe 
all  to  the  nation  to  which  as  its  creature  I  belong, 
and,  therefore,  whatever  is  most  sacred  of  the  dig- 
nity of  man.  which  has  been  violated  in  me  wiih 
impunity,  1  nave  sacrificed  as  a  debt  due  lo  it. 

In  the  proceedings  the  declarations  have  been 
concealed  which  were  cunningly  aad  perfidiotisly 
received  from  the  persons  who  had  been  tried 
by  the  alcaldes  in  the  investigation  whether  the 
papera  had  ever  been  in  their  archives,  and  other 
lotormaiions  whilst  I  was  a  prisoner;  aqd  finding 
by  the  results  thai  nothing  could  be  obtained 
against  me,  and  that  ijow  the  ititention,  if  it  was 
to  obtain  possession  of  my  papers,  or  to  make  a 
noise  in  the  world,  was  gained,  I  was  taken  from 
prison,  as  has  been  seeo.  But  previously  the  man- 
date of  the  jodge  was  not  obeyed,  who  put  in  eX' 
ecntioD  the  law  of  Aoisos  eorpa*  in  favor  of  my 
pesaon,  becane  iiwas  opposed  by  Don  Andrew 
jKckson  and  his  three  creatmres  during  those  last 
pcT6dioas  inquiries. 

The  Colonel  and  Comnusaary  for  Spain  in  West 
Florida,  ondei  tba  tnaty  of  ccasion, 

JOSE  CALLAVA. 

Pbiladelpsia,  Oa.  3, 1831. 
A  literal  copy: 

H.  DK  RIVAS  Y  SALMON. 


Tutivioni/  Tupeetinff  bad  IitierpreUitvm. 

Penbacou,  Avff.  24, 1821. 
Tbs  andersigtied.  being  acquainted  with  theEng- 
liab.  and  Spanish  languages,  make  theii  appear- 
aace  before  jaa.    That,  on  the  night  of  the  twenty- 


thit  place  held  against  you,  and  that  ihey  took  spe- 
cial and  exact  notice  that  what  yon  alleged  in  your 
defence,  by  the  explanations  which  you  made,  was 
not  faithfully  interpreted;  that  what  w^s  inter- 
preted of  ell  your  narrations  was  very  little,  and 
very  imperfectly  interpreted ;  [bat,  likewise,  in 
that  public  act  your  person  was  grievously  in- 
sulted by  the  Oovemor,  and  that  those  scanda- 
lous reasons  of  his  were  not  interpreted  to  you, 
leaviag  them  therefore  undisputed  by  you.  and, 
consequently,  he  who  exhibited  them  may  ne  un- 
punisDed  for  them  before  justice ;  and,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  by-sianders,  who  were  only  ac- 
quainted with  the  English  language,  you  were 
convicted  of- atrocious  deeds  which  we  know  to 
>  foreign  from  you  as  they  are  peculiar  to  a 
few  of  the  most  abandoned  charaotert.  We  give 
you  this  information  in  defence  of  the  most  sacred 
things,  and  which  all  men  ought  to  protect,  even 
when  not  called  upon  in  their  def«ice.  As  we 
swear,  we  are  ready  to  prove  and  make  appear  the 
solemn  troths  which  wehave  related.  BeatsuTed 
that  the  same  interpreter  will  find  it  impossiUc  to 
deny  it,  because  tne  interpretation  was  so  ex- 
tremely faulty. 

PEDRO  DE  ALBA, 
SANTO  COLMAN, 
JUAN  INNERARITY, 
JOSE  Y.  CRUZAT, 
JOSE  NORIEQA, 
JN.  DE  LA  RUA. 
true  copy  : 

H.  DE  RIVAS  Y  SALMON. 


Dedaratioa  of  Tiuaty  re»peetabU  laitntMei  of  vhai 
pfuud  wih  SoMa,  Fuliarat,  and  CaUava. 

We,  the  underlined,  were  present  as  eye. and 
ear  witnesses  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  the 
month  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
bnadred  and  tweoty-one,  at  the  event*  which  we 
are  about  to  express  hereafter,  which  happened  on 
the  said  day,  in  the  city  of  Peaaacola,  and  were 
enHoreed  by  the  QovemoT  of  it,  Don  Andrew  Jack- 
son, against  the  Spanish  Colo nel,  Don  Jose  Ctal- 
lava,  ex-Oovernor  of  the  same  ^aee,  and  oom- 
misaary  residing  there  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
ohargnl  on  its  part  with  the  entire  accompltsh- 
ment  of  what  waBstipalatedbytbe  King  of  Spain 
with  the  President  of^tbe  United  Butes  of  Ameri- 
ca in  the  cession  made  to  them  of  Went  Florida 
by  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Settlamont,  and  Limits, 
which  both  ratified  on  the  twenty-second  of  Feb- 
ruary of  the  same  year. 

Being  assembled  at  four  in  the.  afternoon  of 
yealerday,  the  twenty-second  cnrrenl,  at  table,  di- 
ning with  the  Colonel  of  the  troops  of  tha  fourth 
regiment  of  the  United  Stales  line,  Don  George 
M.  Brooke,  present  at  the  same  table  with  his 
wife,  and  also  the  citizens  of  the  same  nation, 
Don  Michael  Kearner,  commander  of  the  vessel 
of  war  Enlerpriae,  Judge  Eligius  Fromentin,  and 
the  said  Spanish  Colmel,  Don  Jose  CaUava— «ii 
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officer  of  the  United  States  preseDtetl  hiioielf, 
guarding  the  SpHoish  sub- Lieu  ten  ant,  Doa  Do- 
mirigo  Sousa ;  iie  reqaestin^  to  see  Ibe  commis- 
tajy,  bis  chief,  who  made  bim  enter ;  and  ia  pres- 
ence of  all  Sousa  said  "that  ibey  were  conduct- 
ing bim  to  a  prison."  Tbe  commissary  asked  him 
for  w6at  cause,  and  be  answered  in  tbe  following 


"  Sir,  yesterday  tbree  Ai 
to  my  bouse,  demanding  of  me,  with  authority 
(as  they  Mid)  of  i he  Governor,  Dan  Andrew  Jack- 
son, that  I  should  deliver  them  certain  civil  causes 
of  the  military  jurisdl(:tion  and  of  the  finance, 
which  they  bad  been  told  were  in  my  possession.  I 
hadsomeboxes,  with  papers  of  [he  military  tribunal 
and  of  that  of  the  finance,  which  joa  bad  put 
under  my  care  for  their  preservatiOD,  till  they 
should  be  sent  to  the  Havana  with  thou  of  the 
secretary's  officf.  That  those  papers  had  been 
put  into  boxes  by  me,  and  that  it  appeared  to  me 
that  those  which  they  sought  were  among  them  ; 
which  knowledge  J  possessed,  because]  bad  spent 
many  years  in  this  place,  under  the  orders  of  for- 
mer Governors,  and  of  you,  in  tbe  office  of  secre- 
tary, (or  evidence  may  now  be  of  my  presence  in 
both  courts,)  and  I  was  in  the  exercise  of  it  on  the 
17thof  July,  when  you  delivered  over  the  province. 
That  I  was  your  subaltern,  subject  to  your  im- 
mediate orders  in  your  commission ;  and,  there- 
fore, without  your  express  order,  I  could  deliver 
nothing:  for  which  rearao,  1  represented  to  them 
that  they  should  make  their  request  to  yon.  The 
three  persons  mentioned  went  away,  and  after  a 
short  Gpace  they  paid  me  another  visit,  with  the 
same  demand  in  writing,  and  requiring  me  to  an- 
swer it  in  the  same  manner.  I  did  so;  and  this 
morniog,  having  gone  to  you  to  communicate  it,  I 
did  not  Sad  you  in  the  house,  and  my  mind  told  me 
to  place  those  boxes  there  immediately.  I  carried 
them  and  placed  them  in  your  apartment,  in  the 
ehargeof  your  servant,  and  I  gave  him  a  message 
to  deliver  to  you  the  moment  you  came  in,  if  I 
did  not  see  you  before ;  but  in  a  short  time,  1  hav- 
ing informer  you  in  the  street,  you  answered  me 
that  it  was  well.  My  house  was  presently  searched 
by  the  same  three  persons,  and  they  told  me  that, 
onless  I  delivued  the  papers,  I  must  go  to  prison. 
I  answered  that  the  boxes  were  in  your  house; 
and  they  are  carrying  me  to  prison." 

Tbe  commissary,  Don  Jose  Callava,  made  bis 
aid-de-camp  rise  from  table,  and  ordered  bim  to 
inform  the  Governor,  from  him,  that  tbe  officer, 
Don  Domingo  Sousa,  was  bis  subaltern,  and  de- 

rendant  on  his  commissioa ;  that,  therefore,  he 
ad  the  honor  of  acquainting  him  with  it,  and  of 
requesting  bim  that,  if  the  papers  which  be  de- 
manded from  Sousa  were  relative  to  the  degree 
of  the  treaty,  or  other  reasons  connected  with  it, 
he  would  have  the  goodness  to  direct  himself  to 
bim  as  now  commissary,  or  as  former  Governor ; 
because  every  paper  of  the  office  of  (lovernor,  or 
which  might  have  relation  to  his  commission, 
could  be  delivered  by  no  other  but  himself;  and 
that,  in  pursuing  the  regular  course,  and  the  regu- 
larity with  which  be  had  attended  to  harmony 
and  concord  with  him,  be  was  always  disposed  to 


give  bimevery  accommodation.  Tbe aid-de-canp 
brought  back  for  answer  that  Sousa  was  in  pris- 
on, and  that  he  should  tell  Colonel  Callava  ttit 
be  would  also  put  him  into  tbe  same  prison. 

The  Spanish  commissary  mentioned  to  thoK 
at  table  thai  bis  eiplaDatioas  had  been  badly  in- 
terpreted to  the  Governor,  and  be  ordered  the  same 
aid-de-camp  to  return,  accompanied  by  auaihs 
officer  and  the  public  interpreter,  to  acquaint  bim 
anew  with  the  same  explanations,  because  the 
reply  was  not  a  conseqence  of  them,  and  mig^i 
be  the  origin  of  a  great  mistake. 

Tbe  aid-de-camp,  the  officer,  and  tbe  pnUic 
interpreter,  returned,  bringing  the  same  answer; 
but  stating  that  it  hod  been  given  them  in  a  laud 
voice,  in  the  nret«oce  of  several  persons,  by  telling 
them  Colonel  Callava  shall  go  to  prison. 

Tbe  Spanish  commissary  said, unmoved,  yet  with 
wonder,  that  he  knew  not  to  what  he  could  attri- 
bute what  he  bad  experienced  from  the  Govemot, 
and  insisted  in  the  belief  that  some  great  tnistikt 
bad  been  made  in  the  interpretations ;  and  stated 
that  he  would  go  and  see  tbe  Governor  when  bt 
should  rise  from  table :  bat,  before  that  time  camr, 
three  persons,  habited  like  countrymen,  presented 
themselves  in  the  house  of  Colonel  Brooke,  de- 
manding, by  order  of  the  Governor,  that  he  should 
immediately  give  up  the  papers  which  bad  been 
demanded  of  Sousa,  and  tnat  it  was  unnecessary 
to  use  other  modes  or  considerations  than  what 
might  be  used  with  any  private  individuaL 

The  Spanish  commissary  gave  them  for  an- 
swer that  they  might  advise  the  American  com- 
missary and  Qovernor,  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  in 
tbe  first  place,  that  it  was  imposi^ible  that  he  did 
not  know  his  official  situation  on  tbe  part  ofSpain 
in  what  bad  been  confided  to  him  under  the  tiea- 
ly ;  also,  that  be  bad  received  West  Flonda  from 
him  as  the  Spanish  coniroissioner  to  deliver  it; 
that  he  bad  also  found  him  Governor  in  it;  and 
bow  could  he  be  ignorant  that  biscootinuanee  till 
that  ixy,  with  his  Secretary  and  other  officers  de- 
pending upon  his  commission,  was  waiting  for 
the  determination  for  which  they  had  consoltnl 
their  respective  Qovernments  about  the  Tneaniai 
which  ought  to  be  given  to  the  second  nrticleoT 
the  treaty,  with  regard  to  tbe  artillery  which  wis 
depositea  under  safeguard?  And,  lastly,  bov 
could  be  be  ignorant,  also,  that  _the  P>pcrs  or  otbff 
documents  rdative  to  the  office  of  Goveraor,  ot 
which  were  to  be  delivered  over  by  the  treaty, 
could  not  be  delivered  to  anyone  byluiniuider 
the  simple  character  of  a  private  inaividual,  be- 
cause they  bad  sot  thus  come  into  his  possession, 
nor  yet  bad  they  been  deposited  in  bis  care  as  a 
private  individual  "i  that  he  was  sarprised  at  whit 
was  then  going  on  ;  that  his  papers  were  sacred 
and  protected  in  Peusacola,  along  with  his  per- 
son, under  the  immunity  of  tbe  law  of  oatioBs, 
which  has  always  been  so  protected,  defended,  and 
respected,  between  civilized  nations,  in  respect  to 
the  individuals  of  each  other  mutually  commis- 
sioned by  them  with  the  charges  of  their  respec- 
tive Goveraments;  that,  nevertheless,  he  knew 
not  what  tbe  papers  were,  ordered  to  be  delivered 
in  that  way ;  that  be  repealed  tbe  teqnest  for  the 
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third  tine  to  t4«  Oa?w]oi  qnd  CominissfoQer, 
Doa  Andrew  Jacksoii,  that  he  migtit  be  the  b«tcer 
iDforined,  BCoordiog  to  Itie  official  si^uaiioo,  aod 
in  coofonnity  with  ihe  peace  nnd  iuumony  leiga- 
ing  between  Spain  and  the  Usiied  S.tat^s  aad 
their  respecUfe  ciii^as — a  peace  aad  bariBoay 
which  bad  always  been  so  much  respected  and 
observed  with  p&fticviiai  consideiMlion  by  the 
Spanish  commissary  lo  Don  Andrew  Jack&oQ, 
an  individual  of  ihe  United  SaiWi  «».  well 
cununisnry  on  tb«ir  part,  and  au  Qovaraor  of 
West  Florida ;  and  had  been  xl$a  coastaojly  ob- 
seired  by  QoTernor  CalLava  (when  he  was  ao)  [p 
all  the  citizens  of  liie  United  9la>«e,  inditoiinti- 
oately,  aikd  who  bad  airiued  in  West  Florida,  to, 
the  lime  of  his  government ;  that  Doa  Aodrew 
Jackson  might  be  suce,  both  as  [toiDmis£3ry  of  the 
United  SuteSgaBdasQoreiQorof  Pensacala^that 
-whatever  papers  were  to  be  deliveffid  (o  kifa  oa 
that  day  would  be  fBcilit«ied  to  him  imcaediately 
by  the  proper  course  wbioh  they  ought  to  pursue 
in  the  regular  e^eculioB  of  both  char  duties. 

The  commissioners  went  away  with  very  litUe 
good>will,  aad  tbe  Spanish  coiaiai»»ary  told  the 
by-siandeis  that  he  ^t  liuaself  attaclicd  with  a 
deadly  pain  whichhe»Q6ei'«d.andl^axiltey  would 
permit  aim  lo  j-etiie  to  his  Koose,  whlct)  be  did, 
accompanied  by  tbeva. 

Immediately  on  his  arrival,  be  cau^  his  secre- 
tary to  eKteaU  aa  o^cial  letter  Co  the  QoY&aot, 
making  in  it  all  theei^lpikt^loni  wUch  liwe  beev 
related,  ajad  ilt  contents  were  read  to  those  who 
accompanied  him,  and  he  delive^e^  it  to  a  Span- 
ish Lieuteoaot  Colonel,  ise^oesling  that,  accom- 
paokd  with  ^aether  otKoer,  he  would  deliver  it 
lo  the  Governor,  Don  Andrew  Jackson ;  which 
gentleman  would  not  reociive  it,  after  the  greatest 
entreaties  of  the  bearers,  according  to  the  infor- 
mation ^ven  by  them  when  they  returned  with  it 
and  ddivered  it  Co  the  commissary,  who  was  io- 
diqnsed;  and  abont  seven  in  the  ete*ing  those 
same  three  persons  came  to  his  house,  requeaciog 
thai  be  would  deliver  the  P9:^fs  as  a  nrirate  in- 
diviilual,  or  ibat  be  would  accompany  itie^  to  4>e 
bou«e  of  the  Go/ernor.  He  unsiwered  thJipi  that 
his  bealth  at  that  time  would  not  peimit  him  t« 
go  iaio  tbe  stie«tj  th«t  the  s^pen,  of  the  aMurf 
of  wbicb  be  was  still  igaoraac,  could  not  b^  d». 
Uveied  in  aoy  other  way  (ban  as  eVvQed  fiora  l^e 
Spaai&h  coqiqusMiTy  uodw  tbe  Vfttift  Or  4s  from 
Che  Governor,  ibe  fuqccions  wbfiiiW^  iie  had  exer- 
cised ;  because,  being  in. boxes,  (as  was  meolioBed,) 
they  mn>l  aecessanly  belong  itt^ctif,  eilW  to  the 
office  of  Goveiaor,  or  else  to  the  fioa^pl^  or  mil- 
itary branch ;  whatever  civil  papers  were  in  the 
ordinary  court  having  bMu  delivered  by  the  cnn- 
stitDtiaoal  alcalde,  aqd.  also  the  registers,  to  the 
United  States  commi^saFy,  Don  Andrew  Jackson ; 
but  yet  ibey  should,  at  least,  inform  him  in  wrilJQS 
-what  class  of  papers  thb^e  which  they  demanded 
belonged  to,  as  they  had  hitherto  deraasded  of 
him  papers  wtihout  his  knowing  what  they  were. 
Tae  three  penoai  weal  on,  and  aboot  an  hour 
afienrards,  one  of  them  rettuned  with  a  half  sheet 
oC  paper  writceo  in  the  Sii^li  lan^ume,  aad 
rold  the  Spanish  coiitmistary  that, in  it  were  aun- 
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tiooed  the  papen ;  ibm  tjiey  weie  ordered  to  de- 
liver ii  lo  him  pteciiialy  as  to  a  private  individual, 
and  that  he  was  recogniaed  in  no  other  light. 

The  Spanish  commis^ry  answered  that,  after 
the  paper  had  been  translated,  he  would  read  and 
aiuwerii.  Upon  this,  ihe  person  who  had  brought 
it  went  away,  and  be  immediately  ordered  it  to 
be  Uanslated  by  the  interpreter.  He  tbrjew  him- 
self  upon  the  bed ;  and  a  while  afterwards,  having 
found  some  rest,  a  large  party  of  troops,  com- 
maiuled  by  an  officer,  and  under  the  orders  of  the 
same  ihree  persons,  because  thay  found  the  priit^ 
cipal  door  shut,  scaled  the  house,  breaking  the 
feaoe;  some  soldiers,  with  diawn  bayonets  in  ibeir 
bands,  entered  the  chamber,  and  the  three  peraona 
with  tttem.  He  sat  up  in  the  bed,  and,  dirocling 
hi*  discourse  toooeoftbe  three  who  twled  as  ioter- 
pfeter,  said  ■  "  Now  that  the  •eylum  of  my  bousa 
IS  of  DO  anail  to  me  as  s  man  and  a  citieen ;  tfa^l 
the  offioial  situation  which  1  have  in  West  Flori- 
da, for  Spain,. is  also  of  no  avail  lome;  nor  Um 
character  of  my  office,  ooi  the  asylum  d  the  int- 
munilv  which  I  possess  io  the  twrilory  of  the 
United  States,  by  it*  laws  and  by  the  rights  of- 
nations,  f  throw  myself  upon  thcu  GovuRmant, 
and  solemnly  protest,  before  Qod,  before  this  v«ry 
Qoveramaec,  and  before  men,  against  the  author 
of  such  great  Tiolations  of  justice." 

Ope  of  the  oommisukinBTs  answered  that  he 
came  with  etpress  orders  from  Governor  Doa 
Andrew  Jackson  to  demand  of  him  in  that  aei 
that  be  should  deliver  to  him  the  papers  already 
mentioned  in  the  note,  or  to  bring  him  jirisoier 
by  force ;  and  for  that  produced  his  orders. 

The  Spanish  commissary  answered  that  the 
note  had  been  given  to  the  interpreter  to  be  Irasa- 
lated,  and  that  ic  bad  not  yeC  come;  that  be  was  un- 
well ;  and  how  conld  he  attempt  to  lake  him  from 
his  bouse  at  that  hour  ?  bm  if  he  could  avoid  the 
execution  of  any  similar  acts  only  at  Ihe  expense 
of  the  three  persoas  opening  the  irunits  and  boxw 
of  tW3paaish«««missarr,Bud  talangfroai  then 
thoae  papers  wbicb  they  demaiided,  or  what  they . 
deemed  proper,  thai  be  was  ready  to  yield  to  fome, 
and  that  there  they  had  the  wM^  at  their  difti 
po&al.  The  answer  which  he  reoeived  was,  that 
one  of  the  three  peetotK  vajfiffd  into  ibe  chaiotlK 
t^  the  office!  ^ho  commanded  the  tnoope,  aqd  the 
citizen  Don  Juan  Innerarity  (who  speaks  Oaglisb) . 
seeing  (he  ibreateniogact,  it  appeared  to  him  llfat 
the  explanation  of  ^e  Spanish  cowEaissar y  had 
been  wrongly  interpreted,  and  he  wished  to  mea- 
tion  il  •)  but,,  upon  bis  begipoing  to  spqfU(,  he  ww 
commanded,  with  great  menaciing,  by  one  of  th^ 
three,  Co  be  silent;  and  theofficerof  the  ttoopswas 
ordered  to  intimate  to  the  Spanish  oommiwarylhat 
he  might  deliver  himself  ap  prisoner  to  an  aimed 
force.  The  said  officer  did  so,  and  the  Spaqlsh 
commissary  answered  that  he  surrendered  himself 
uisoner,  but  represented  to  him  that  he  was  sick. 
He  answered  that  he  was  understood ;  be  ordered 
him  to  dress  and  put  on  his  coat,  and  in  ibis  man- 
ner he  wae  conducted  by  the  troops  to  a  bouse  in 
which,  with  a  great  assemblage  oiall  olassee,  was . 
Governor  Don  Andrew  Jackson;  whan,  by  the  al- 
calde, who  acted  in  thia  business  as  aecretuy  Hud 
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hiterpretvr  by  turns,  an  iDterrogalory  was  exteoded 
in  writing,  which  the  Governor  dictated,  and  th« 
Spanish  com  miitaary  w^s  required  to  answer  it.  He 
answered  that  he  would  do  it  immediaielf,  but 
with  his  own  hand,  and  in  his  own  language,  at 
the  foot  of  the  interrogntion.  This  was  readilf 
([rented  ;  but,  whilei  he  was  extending  it,  he  was 
forbidden  to  continue  what  he  bad  scarcely  begun. 
■  The  Gorernor,  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  with  tur- 
bulent and  violent  actions,  with  disjointed  rea- 
soningSj  blows  on  the  taUe,  his  inouib  foaming, 
and  possessed  with  the  furies,  told  the  Spanish  com- 
missary to  delirer  the  papers  as  a  prirate  indiri- 
dual;  and  the  Spanish  commissary,  with  the  moil 
forcible  expressions,answered  him  ibathewBs  con' 
Tioced  that  he  did  not  resist  the  delivery  of  papers, 
because  he  still  did  not  know  what  papers  were 
demanded  of  him ;  that,  as  soon  as  be  could  know 
ilf  if  they  were  to  be  delivered,  he  would  deliver 
them  most  cheerfully ;  and  tbai,  if  papers  were 
demanded  of  him  which  he  ought  not  to  deliver, 
he  would  resist  it  by  the  re^lar  and  prescribed 
means ;  that  all  these  questions  were  not  put  to 
him  in  writing ;  thai  his  answers  were  the  same 
as  be  bad  given  to  every  interrogatory  which  had 
been  put  to  him,  because  he  was  not  permitted  to 
write  it  in  his  own  defence;  and,  also,  that  he 
would  answer  for  the  future  constancy  of  it,  as 
well  as  what  had  been  ashed  of  him,  and  all  that 
had  been  done  to  him  ;  that  he  wished  for  this 
pTOiection  of  the  law  to  every  man ;  that  he 
would  never  yield. 

The  Governor,  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  furious, 
did  not  permit  the  interpreter  to  translate  what 
the  Spanish  commissary  answered,  that  the  by- 
standers, it  appears,  might  not  understand  it;  and 
the  interpreter  made  such  ihori  translations  that, 
what  the  Spanish  commissary  took  two  minutes 
to  explain,  he  reduced  to  only  two  words;  and 
that  wh#n  the  Governor  gave  him  time  enongh, 
(and  as  has  been  since  reUied  by  various  persons, 
who  spoke  both  languages,  of  what  the  Spanish 
commissary  said,)  not  even  half  was  inlerm-eted, 
and  that  little  not  fkithfally.  Lastlyj  the  Oover- 
iror)  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  afYer  having  insulted 
the  Spanish  commiisary  with  atroeions  words, 
tOtA  out  an  order,  already  written,  and  made  the 
iflterpreterread  it;  and  it  contained  the  order  for 
his  impnsonmeoi. 

'  The  Spanish  commissary  said  that  he  obeyed 
it,  but  asked  if  the  Governor,  Don  Andrew  Jack- 
son, was  not  afraid  to  put  in  execution  deeds  so 
unJDst  against  a  man  like  hjm  ;  and,  rising  to  his 
1^,  he  addressed  himself  to  the  secretarv,  whom 
the  Governor  kept  on  his  right  band,  and  said,  in 
a  loud  voice,  that  he  protested  solemnly,  before 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
author  of  the  violations  of  justice  against  his  pet' 
son  and  public  character. 

The  Governor,  Don  Andrew  Jackson,  answered 
to  the  protest,  that  for  his  actions  he  was  respon- 
sible to  DO  other  than  to  his  Government,  and  that 
it  was  of  little  importance  to  him  whatever  might 
be  the  result,  and  that  he  might  even  protest  oe- 
fore  God  himself. 

The  Sptutbb  commissary  was  committed  to  the 


led  force,  and  put  in  prison  at  twdveat  night; 
his  houw  was  left  open,  with  some  soldiers  in  it ; 
the  keys  of  his  trunks  were  not  taken  away ;  all 
his  papers  were  left  at  discretion,  and  also  bis 
money,  and  what  he  had  by  bis  commissioti  be- 
longing to  bis  nation ;  none  of  bis  officers  nor  any 
person  of  confidence  were  permitted  to  remain  in 
the  house  ;  his  steward  also  was  taken  at  the  sanie 

At  eleven  in  the  morning  of  this  day,  several 
of  the  undersigned  went  to  the  United  States 
judge,  Don  Eligius  Fromentin,  Koliciting  a  writ 
of  habtai  eoTpiit  to  liberBte  the  person  of  the  Span- 
ish commissary.  Colonel  Don  Jose  Callava,  which 
was  duly  issued ;  but  the  Ciovemor,  Dcm  Andrew 
Jackson,  despised  the  said  writ,  and  replied  that 
'  was  not  proper  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

The  relation  which  we  have  given  is  what  we 
were  present  at ;  is  exactly  the  most  sacred  iriitb, 
and,  therefore,  we  solemnly  swear  to  it,  that  it 
DMy  be  for  the  defence  of  law  and  justice  wher- 
ever the  knowledge  of  it  may  come.  Pcnsacola, 
August  23, 1821. 

Signed  Marcos  deVilliers;  Lienlenant  Cohmel 
Santiago  Colman;  Juan  innerarity;  Carlos  de 
Villiers;  Jose  Y.Gruzat;  Captain  Luia  Giuyare; 
Lieutenant  Arnaldo  GDillemard;  Capuin  B. 
Prieto;  JoseNoriega;  Sob-lientenant Mariano  La- 
tady,  with  the  exception  of  having  been  absent 


about  half  a 


r  in  the  b^in 


;  J.  De  la 


Rua  ;  Pedro  de  Alba,  with  the  exception  of  hav- 
ing been  present  a  part,  and  not  the  wh(de;  Pedro 
de  Alba,  with  the  same  exception  as  the  rormei 
witnesses;  Pedro  de  Vegas,  Bob-lieutenant. 

H.DE  RIVAS  Y  SALMON. 


l^omJi.M.BraelCmndgt,M)alda,toIliaEtalU»ep 


Pekhacdla,  Avffvtt  SI,  1821. 
I  Imnt  from  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  that 
a  number  of  documents  relatiDK  to  estates  ia 
this  place,  and  to  suits  instituted  here,  are  in  pos- 
scseion  of  an  individual  of  the  name  of  Domingo 
Sonsa  ;  these  papers  properly  belongto  this  office, 
but  were  not  included  in  the  inventory  delivered 
by  the  late  Governor.  Some  of  theeircntnstanees 
attending  the  aflhir  ate  of  a  very  peculiar  nattire; 
but,  as  the  necemity  of  obtainins  possenston  of  the 
documents  is  urgent,  I  must  deicr  makiDsan- 
poft  respecting  them  to  some  other  period.  At 
present,  I  mast  request  yonr  Excellency  toantfacnize 
some  one  to  make  a  regular  demand  of  the  said 
documents,  and  to  sscertBln  preeisdy  what  tbey 
are.        I  am,  respectfully,  dtc 

hig  Esxeiltiicy  the  Govtmor  to  Hatrt.  WaUiM,Brati- 

mridfft,  and  SSUer. 

OincB  OF  TBI  ElxEoirrivE, 

pBMBiCOLk,  Angiitt  21,  1821. 
Oehtlbiibn  :  Having  been  offlcially  iafwraed 
that  there  are  a  nmnber  of  papers  or  doctnaentt 
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in  ihe  poascwioii  of  an  iDdividual  of  the  naa 
Domingo  Sausa,  of  a  public  natnn,  and  which 
belong  to  (he  office  of  tlie  alcalde  of  this  town, 
although  Dot  delivered  with  ihe  other  documents 
reiating  to  privale  properly,  you  are  hereby  au- 
thorized auU  hiitrucled  to  proceed  to  the  dwelliog 
of  the  raid  Domiago  Sousa,  and  to  make  a  de- 
mand of  all  such  papers  or  docnnients  as  may  be 
in  his  possesEion.  In  cnse  thessid  Sousa  should  r»- 
fuse  lo  exhibit  and  deliver  the  ames  yoa  will  im- 
mediately report  the  fact  to  me  in  writing. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Ooeemor  of  titt  FtortdoM,  ^. 

Frmn  At   Covtnutioaers,  Musn.   WaltM,  Bracfen- 
ridgt,  and  Jtilier,  lo  Hit  EncdUncff  tht  Oommor. 
Pensacola,  Augiut  2S,  1621. 


Sia :  At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  we 
paired  to  the  dwelling  of  Domingo  Soum,  and 
explained  to  him  the  object  of  our  visit,  and  the 


auihoritv  with  which  we  were  clothed.  He  im- 
mediately produced  two  boxes,  coaiaining  papera, 
declaring  that  they  belonved  to  the  military  tribu- 
nal and  to  the  revenue  of  Spain.  Oq  examining 
the  said  pepera,  it  appeared  that,  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, they  related  to  couriB-martial,  and  to 
personal  disputes  between  officers  and  soldiers, 
cofoizable  by  the  military  tribunals.  But  the 
following  papers  we  ctmeeim  to  be  of  a  different 
nature :  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  estate  of 
Nicolas  Maria  Vidal,  formerly  Auditor  of  War 
of  this  province,  and  whose  heirs  reside  in  ibis 
place.  They  relate  to  property  and  elainis  in  this 
conntry  ;  and  whatever  the  Spanish  laws  may  be 
OQ  the  subject  of  the  railitarv  privilege  by  which 
the  military  conrts  have  sole  cognizance  iit  all 
cases  where  persons  of  that  profession  are  in  any 
way  interested,  yet  in  this  casa  (he  persons  now 
ioteresied  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Spanish 
Government.  Another  package  contains  the  pa- 
pers in  the  case  of  Peter  Guilkes  against  Thomas 
Villcueca,  which  relate  to  real  property  that  has 
passed  into  other  hands.     There  are,  also,  the 

Kper*  itr  the  case  of  Mannel  Boofiiy  against  Car- 
(  de  Ville,  relating  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  Pensa- 
coIr;  also,  the  proceedings  between  Carios  de 
Ville  and  Eugene  Sierra,  relating  to  real  property 
here,  and  in  which  other  parties  are  now  mter- 
ested.  These  are  all  the  papers  m  eonctivt  tmpor- 
taal  ta  the  iabsbitant*  here,  excepting  some  cases 
of  admiralty  joriadidion,  and  one  Bsla(e  as  1813, 
bat  which  appear  (o  be  principally  copies,  the 
OEiginal*  having  been  sent  (o  Harana.  Af^er 
having  riamined  the  whole  of  the  papers  in  the 
poaaession  of  thg  said  Sonsa,  we  made  a  demand 
of  Ihe  forwoing,  but  he  refused  to  deliver  them, 
declaring  that  he  was  merely  the  servant  of  the 
late  Ctovernor  Callava,  who  had  placed  them  in 
his  bandL  and  tbat^  without  an  order  from  him, 
they  eo(dd  not  be  given  to  us.  We  then  made  a 
formal  demand  in  writing,  and  which  is  aanexed 
to  this  report;  and  the  same  evenitig  we  reeeired 
bis  an«wer,  hereto  annexed.  We  then  prepared 
Ibeaiinexed  letter  for  the  32d;  but  when  presen  led 
to   him  hy  Colonel  Mill«r  and  If.  M.  Braekea- 


ridge,  he  declined  receiving  it,  stating  that  be  hai 
no  control  over  (he  papers ;  that  Colonel  CallaM 
was  (he  person  of  whom  (hey  must  be  demanded ; 
and  therefore  refused  to  receive  any  leKer  from 
them.  He  further  slated  that  he  had  commani- 
cated  the  demand  lo  Colonel  Callava,  who  told 
him  to  answer  by  simply  slating  that  he  was  nih- 
ordinaie  to  Au  (Callava's)  orders.  He  said  that, 
in  order  to  relieve  himself  from  the  responsibility 
of  keeping  the  papers,  he  was  about  lo  deliver 
them  to  the  late  Governor. 

GEORGE  WALTON, 
H.  M.  BRACEENRIDQB, 
JOHN  MILLER. 
His  Eze'y  Andrew  Jacxson,  &c- 

F)wa  Uttira.  Waitoa,  Brackmridge,  and  Miiler  to 
Mr.  &itua,  {Ttfared  toin  the  above  nport.) 
Pensacdul,  Aujuist  21, 1821. 
Sir;  We  have  this  dey  beea  authorized  and 
iantracted  by  His  Excellency  General  Andrew 
Jackson,  Qorernor  of  the  Floridas,  to  require  of 
you  to  deliver  u])  eertain  pQUic  documents,  which 
no  private  individual  has  a  right  to  keef>,  as  they 
relate  to  Ihe  rights  of  persons  holding  or  claiming 
property  in  this  province.  Among  than  papeia 
It  is  believed  there  are  the  documents  relating  lo 
the  estate  of  Don  Nicolas  Vidal,  wboae  heirs  are 
interested  in  ihe  same;  also,  the  papers  relating 
to  a  house  and  lot  in  Pensacola,  which  was  the 
subject  of  a  proceeding  between  Manuel  Btmfar 
and  Carlos  de  Ville ;  also,  Carlos  de  ViUe  And 
Eugene  Sierra,  telatiog  to  a  piece  of  ground  ia 
this  place;  and,  also,  the  documenu  inUicoseof 
Peter  Guilkes  and  Tomas  Villaeeea,  relatiiw  lo 
.1  properly  in  Pensaeota.  In  pintiuDoe  oToar 
tnictioo,  we  thwefore  make  a  formal  demand 
of  the  for^mng,  and  all  other  papers  which  rv 
late  directly  lo  the  right  of  private  property  in 
West  Morlda,  and  in  wbieh  the  inhabitants 
thereof  are  interested. 

GEORGE    WALTON, 

SKTtlary  of  W*d  Pbrida. 
H.  M-  BRACeENRIDQB, 
JOHN  MILL£1R. 
Don  DoMiivoo  Sotrea. 

Mr.  Soum  to  Mtarrt.  Walton,  Bracimridffa,  and  Mil- 
ler,  {alto  referrtd  to  in  their  report.) 
Messrs.  Ai.caldE'  aan  Sst^BBTARies :  I  am  a 
SDanish  officer,  staying  at  present  in  Pensacola,  and 
subject  by  my  oommianoD  to  lite  orders  of  Ihe  late 
Governor  of  this  place,  Don  Sor.  Callava ;  conse- 
quently, I  have  not  under  my  charge,  in  qaality 
of  a  private  individual  of  ibis  town,  any  papera 
'  Ich  I  am  bound  to  deliver  to  yon,  in  conpli- 
e  with  your  requst.    It  is  a  positive  fact  that 
I  have  exercised  the  functions  of  assistant  witness 
(Uttigo  de  auitiencia)  for  the  suits  in  the  comts  of 
war  and  revenue  u  Pensacola,  and  under  the 
Spanish  Government ;  and  that  there  are  in  my 
ole  keeping,  boxed  up,  some  of  those  papers  in- 

._! [jy  the  above-named QorerBor, 

""  '    is  all  I  hare  to  eom- 
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faiunieate  to  yda  id  answer  lo  the  letter  which 
yon  hsTe  been  pleased  to  address  me  io-<hy. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

IWMINGO  B0U8A, 
A  correct  translatioB  : 

E.  A.  RUTLEDGE, 

JVnnjfrtfor  SpmlA  langnagt. 

Matrt.   WaiUou,   Bradenrulgi,  and  JUiiier,  io  Mr. 

PEflaAcoLA,  Avffost  22,  1821. 
Sir  :  Yoar  DMe  in  teply  to  our  demand  or  yes- 
terday has  beai  teeeivaa.  Yam  are  in  the  exercise 
of  no  civil  fun<lLoas  under  the  existing  Oo?an- 
ment ;  we,  therefore,  can  only  regard  you  as  a  pri- 
vate person.  We  do  not  claim  any  papers  in  yonr 
posseesion,  or  in  that  of  any  other,  relating  10  the 
military  tribttnals,  or  to  the  revenue  of  the  Span- 
ish GoTcnuneBt ;  bni  we  are  certain  that  no  indi- 
ridual,  no  BnUei  what  office  he  may  have  held 
vaiia  the  Spuiislt  Gavetnment,  bas  any  rtfiit  to 
retaiB  poisestiion  of  archives  or  doeinncata  which 
reltia  airanty  to  the  tarereigBtr  of  tins  pmvinee  t 
aod  no  ceuoo  «an  be  give*  vrny  aueh  pawts  ai 
conocm  property  in  this  country,  and  wkien  may 
be  neoeamry  to  eilsbtiah  tidee  or  assert  the'righta 
of  iadividiMb,  ikotild  be  withheld  from  the  of- 
flcar  now  anthoiised  to  take  efaargv  of  them. 
We  again  make  a  positive  demand  of  ibe  papers 
mentioBed  in  our  note  uf  yesterday,  to  vnt,  the 
docnntents  in  the  ease  of  Don  Nioolas  Maria 
Viial ;  the  prooeedloga  in  the  case  of  Oailot 
dc  ViUe  and  Eugene  Sierra :  abo  a  prooeeding 
between  Maancl  B^fay  and  Carloidc  Vilk;  and 
the  docaments  in  the  case  of  Peter  Gnilkes  mnd 
Tomas  Villaseea.  Thcae  papers  ate  knows  to  be 
in  yonr  poascosion,  and  wb  demand  (o  know  by 
wkoae  aiubority,  as  no  pecaoti  whatever  haa  any 
tight  toanihorize  you  to  detain  tbefn. 

OEOROE  WALTON, 

H.  M.  BRACKBNR1DGE, 

JOHN  MILLER. 
Don  DoMtitao  Sddm. 

NoTS.— This  lellet  was  handed  to  the  above- 
named  DomingD  Bou«a  by  the  undfflttigned,  and 
the  said  Sousa  refused  to  receive  the  mme. 

H.  M.  BRACKBNRIDGE, 

JOHN  MILLER. 

Sit  Eaedlnef  lit  Gevmur  to  ikatrt.  Miller  and 
StitUr. 
Ofticb  or  TBB  ExeccTivs, 

Ptiuacoia,  AfigiM  22,  1621. 
It  being  made  known  to  me,  by  the  report  of 
Colonel  George  Walton,  secretary  of  West  Plot- 
ida,  H.  M.  Brackenridge,  alcalde  for  the  city  of 
PensBcola,  and  Colonel  John  Miller,  clerk  of  the 
connty  court  Ibr  the  county  of  Escambia,  duly  au- 
thorized and  appointed  by  me  to  make  demand  for 
and  to  receive  the  following  documents  and 
archives,  claimed  lo  appertain  and  belo6g  to  the 
foUowing  persons,  as  evidence  of  their  real  and 
personal  right;,  which  are  gnaractied  to  them  bv 
and  under  the  second  article  of  the  late  treaty  with 


Spain,  and  which  are  represented  lo  be  in  the 
possession  of  Domingo  Sousa,  who  states  thit 
chese  docnraenis  and  papers  have  been  placed  in 
his  charge  and  care  by  the  late  Gfovernor  of  West 
Florida,  Don  Jose  Callara,  that  is  lo  say :  IsL  the 
documents  relating  to  the  estate  of  Nicolas  Mttia 
Vidal ;  3d,  the  documents  in  the  )H«ceedings  be- 
tween Carlos  deVille  and  Euzene  Sierra  ;  3d, the 
documents  in  the  case  of  MbdikI  Bonfay,  and 
Carlos  de  Ville;  4tb,  documents  in  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  ease  of  Peter  Quilkes  against  Tomu 
Villaseea. 

Colonel  Robert  Butler,of  the  Anny  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  Colonel  John  Miller,  clerk  of  the 
county  of  Escambia,  are  hereby  conmianded  fottk- 
witb  to  proceed  to  seize  the  body  of  the  said  Do- 
mingo Sousa,  together  with  the  said  inpers,  and 
bring  him  and  them  before  me  at  my  omce,  imme- 
disiely',  to  the  end  that  be  then  and  there  answer 
suoh  interrogatories  as  may  be  put  (o  him,  and  to 
comply  with  such  order  and  decree  touching  the 
said  documents  and  records  as  the  rights  of  the 
iadiTiduals,  seenrcd  to  them  by  and  under  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  concluded 
at  Washington  the  23d  day  of  February,  1819,  and 
ratified  on  the  corresponding  day  of  1831,  may 
require,  and  the  justice  of  the  case  demand. 

Given  under  ray  hand,  at  Pensacola,  diis  39d 
day  of  August,  1831. 

ANDREW  JACKSOH, 

Gowmor  oflkt  Floribf. 

Relum  of  Cobmdt  ButUr  and  Miller  to  lAi  abaM. 
pGnaACOLi,  Atiffiut  32, 1821. 
We  have  the  honor  to  report  that  we  proceeded 
to  tbe  house  uf  the  within-named  Dominfo  Sonsa, 
and  found  that  the  papers  refbred  to  had  been  by 
him  taken,  through  the  aid  of  a  negro,  (as  he  re- 
ports,) to  the  house  of  Don  Jose  Callava,  late 
Gnveritor.  Tbe  body  of  Domingo  Sousa  is  here- 
with presented  to  you. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yooi 
most  obedient  servants, 

ROBT.  BOTLSB, 
JOHN  MILLBR. 

£i;anttnatioa  of  Dmoti^  Smta. 
OmcB  or  TBI  BaMowmK, 

fMMHMio,  .iiVM(2S,  18SI. 
Present:  Hia  BxcelleDey  ibe  Ooveraor. 
ducilion  1.  Were  you  not  in  possessEon  on  yes- 
terday and  Tfali  teoming  of  the  foIlowiBg  aapen— 
that  IB  to  say,  the  doearaeots  lelating  to  tlte  estate 
of  Nieolaa  Marie  Vidal? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Questfoa  2.  Had  you  or  had  yon  not  in  the  same 
manner,  at  the  same  time,  in  your  possession  the 

Sipers  in  the  case  of  Carlos  de  Ville  and  Ehigene 
iert»,  relative  to  properly  in  this  province  7 
AnMKr.  Yes. 

Question  3.  Had  vou  rn  yonr  posaes^on,  in  like 
mwaner  and  time,  the  proeeedings  in  the  cave  of 
Manuel  Bonfky  and  Carlos  de  ville,  refatfog  lo 
properly  in  this  province  1 
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Aumr.  Yes. 

Qwation  4.  Had  you  in  j<Mt  pouession,  in  lifae 
nuuiaeT  and  lime,  me  proceoiibffs  ia  tke  csae  of 
Peier  Goilkm  against  Toium  Villaaeca,  relatiiig 
to  pn^ieriy  in  PensMola] 

Answer.  Yes. 

^nestioB  5.  Whether  tbedocamaats  and  papers 
in  all  Ike  abore  caset  do  not  reJale  lo  pdvate 
properlr  in  tliis  proviaee? 

Aarffer.  That  the  oHate  of  Vidal  is  at  Bitoo 
Eloagt:,  bat  that  the  h«in  are  here. 

^ueetioa  6.  Is  sol  ihe  caM  of  CailM  da  Ville 
and  Bnsoie  Siena  qn  the  subgeet  of  a  piece  of 
ground  ut  ihia  place  T 

AnsvK-  Yes. 

Qoestian  7.  b  not  the  case  of  Bonfay  and 
De  Ville  relative  to  a  piece  of  groand  in  this 
place? 

Aonref.  It  relates  lo  the  aame  piece  as  that  of 
Oe  Ville  and  Sierra. 

Q4JKeti0n  8.  b  not  the  caM  of  Guilkes  and 
Vill&seea  in  relatioD  to  property  in  this  place? 

Aninw.  That  cause  related  to  a  piece  of  prop- 
erly in  Pensactda. 

ElucstioD  9.  When  and  b^  whom  were  ihme 
papers  placed  in  ymir  ponMBsion  ? 

Answer.  Thai  theu  papers  were  placed  in  his 
posaemso  M  the  time  of^the  adoption  of  thecon- 
•tilDtion,  when  the  oiril  functions  were  dislti- 
buted  to  the  alcalde;  that  ibia  was  bener  than  a 
jremrago. 

^ueation  10.  Did  you  erer  act  as  etftl  alcalde 
of  PniMGolal 

Answer.  No  i  that  he  was  a  clerk  ar  witness  of 
uistenoia. 

Qjoestivn  11.  Who  was  alcalde  at  the  time  of 
j'onr  oblaining  possession  of  the  papers  1 

Answer.  Don  Jose  Norteea. 

Qsestioa  12.  Did  not  all  papers  ajiperiaintpg 
to  the  right  of  iwUTtduals,  and  relabag  n  toils 
b^ore  the  alcalde,  belong  to  his  offioel 

Answer.  Yes ;  all  that  were  of  a  oiril  BtdMce, 
and  all  such  have  been  delivered,  but  not  the  mil- 
itary paftta. 

QAieelien  13.  At  what  time  this  morning  were 
the  papaa  which  had  been  demanded  ol  yon  de- 
livered  by  yon,  to  whose  aider,  and  through  what 
channel  i 

Aosvm.  That,  aAer  the  demand  had  been  made 
by  Colonel  Walton,  the  alcalde,  and  Colonel  Mil- 
let, now  jMveeat,  he  vent  to  Colonel  CallavB,  and 
staled  that  be  wished  to  free  himself  from  the  re- 
sponsibility of  keeping  them,  and  that  be  ihis 
morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  had  them  carried  to 
Governor  CalUva's  house  by  a  negro  belonging  to 
Manuel  Domingo, and  there  delireredto  Fnllarat, 
the  major  domo  of  the  Governor. 

Q.uertion  14.  When  you  stated  that  youwished 
to  free  yourself  from  the  responsibility  of  keepino 
the  papors,  what  was  tlie  reply  of  Colonel  C^laval 

Answer.  He  said  nothing. 

auestion  15.  Do  you  know  that  Governor  Cal- 
lava  received  possession  of  the  papers  7 

Answer.  He  does  not  know  posittrdy  whether 
the  Gownor  has  received  tbem  or  net.  That  he 
w«nt  with  the  negro,  and  the  papers  we  left  at 


the  house :  there  was  do  person  there  but  the  mt^or 
domo>  in  whose  charge  they  were  left. 

DOMINOO  SCruSA. 

Order  to  Colonfl  Brooke. 

PEN3&C01.A,  Auffiut  23,  IS21. 
Sir  :  You  will  furnish  an  officer,  sergeant,  cor- 
poral, and  twenty  men,  and  direct  the  officer  to 
call  on  me  by  half-past  8  o'clock  for  orders :  they 
will  have  their  artoi  and  accoulrements  complete, 
~ilh  twelve  rouads  of  ammoaition. 
RcwectfuUy,  your  obedient  servaui, 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Qovemor  a/  the  Floridai,  4^. 
Colonel  G.  M.  fiaooKE, 

"  "HA  Infanti-y. 


Ordtr  to  tAettenmd  Btamti. 

PcNSACOLi,  Aoffiist  23,  1821. 
B  ;  Should  Colonel  Callava  and  bis  steward 
refuse  to  deliver  the  documents  which  will  be  re- 

Juired  of  them  by  Colonel  Butler  and  Doctor 
Ironaugh,  and  on  [be  report  of  Colonel  Butler  to 
you  of  their  refusal,  you  will  immediately  take  the 
said  Colonel  Callava  and  his  steward  (Fullarat) 
custody,  and  bring  them  before  me,  to  answer 
such  interrogatories  as  are  required  by  the  circum- 
staoces  atteadinc  the  case. 

Vary  respeotfully  your  obedient  servant, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Lieut.  Mountz,  Ogletr  *^at  GWfd. 

Ordtr  to  Colmul  SaUer  and  Dodor  SroDauffh. 
Office  of.tbb  ExEcm'ivE, 

Pensacoiay  Augm  22, 1S21. 
It  being  made  Itaowu  to  me,  by  the  eonfesston 
of  Domingo  Sosia,  that  the  papers  MKoed  in  the 
petitien  oTHenry  M.  Bmckeiuidge,  alcalde  of  the 
city  of  Pensacola,  and  w^h  were  dwnanded  un- 
der my  atdtn  as  the. property  of  private  indi- 
viduals^ by  Colonel  George  Walton,  secretary  for 
West  Florida,  Colonel  John  Miller,  clerk  of  the 
oounty  court  of  Escambia,  and  Henry  M.  Btaek- 
enridgfl,  alcalde  for  the  city  of  Peasacola,  woe, 
after  sud  demand  in  puisuance  of  tny  orderb  as 
aforesaid  was  made,  by  the  said  Dommgo  Sonsa 
and  a  n^ro  man,  carried  Ihis  day  lo  (he  house  of 
the  late  Governor,  Don  Jose  Callava,  and  deliv- 
ered the  said  docameois  and  papers  into  the  pos- 
session of  his  steward,  named  FuUarat,  Colonel 
Robert  Butler,  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
and  Dr.  J.  C.  Bronaugh,  aceompaaied  by  Henry 
M.  Braokenridge,  Esq.,  alcalde  for  the  city  of 
P«asBcalB,  will  wait  upon  Colonel  Don  Jose  Cal- 
lava, and  his  iteward,  named  Fullarat,and  demand 
from  them  the  following  papers  this  day  delirend 
to  the  said  FuUant,  at  the  house  of  the  said  Coltmel 
CallavB,  by  the  said  DCmiogo  Seusa,  that  ie  to 
say;  ^et,  the  documents  and  papers  retatiiiglo 
the  estate  of  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal;  seccod,  the 
documenis  in  the  proceedings  belwven  Carlos  de 
Ville  And  Eugtnie  Sierra ;  toird,  the  documents 
{  and  papers  in  the  case  of  Hanud  Bonfay  and 
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Carlos  de  Ville;  foatlh,  docDmeata  and  jwpei 
in  ihe  proceedingB  io  (he  cane  of  Peter  Qoilkes 
BgaiDBt  Toroas  Villaseca;  all  whicii  documents 
aod  papers  ate  acknowledged  Id  be  the  property  of 
individuals,  and  appertaining  to  iheir  rights,  and 
which  are  secored  to  them  bv  and  under  the  second 
article  of  the  Treaty  with  Spain,  concluded  at  the 
cily  of  Washington  on  the  22d  day  of  February, 
1S19,  and  raliSed  on  the  corresponding  day  of  1821, 
and  must  remaiD  for  the  protection  of  the  rights  and 
trroiterty  of  the  said  individuals;  and  no  officer  of 
Spain  can  rightfully  take  them  away,  or  keep 
them  from  the  office  of  the  duly  appointed  alcalde 
for  the  citr  of  Peosacols.  It  is  fuciher  ordered  that, 
if  the  saia  late  Governor,  Dod  JoseCallava,  or  his 
ate  ward  J  FuUarat,  when  the  above-described  papers 
are  deioanded  of  them,  should  fail  or  refuse  to  de- 
liver the  same,  the  said  Don  Jose  Callara  and  his 
steward  (Fullarat)  be  forthwith  brought  before 
me,  at  my  office,  then  and  there  to  answer  si  ' 
inieirogatories  as  may  be  put  to  ihem  of  and  e 
cerning  the  premises,  and  to  abide  by  and  perfc 
such  order  and  decree,  touching  the  said  documents 
and  papers  secured  to  Ihem  as  aforesaid,  as  the 
justice  of  the  case  may  demand. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Goverwr  of  the  FMdat. 

Report  of  Mettn.  Bvtler  and  Broiumffk. 

pENeiGOLA,  Avffutt  SS,  1821. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  official  order  bearing 
this  date,  we  proceeded  to  the  house  of  Colond 
Callara,  who  was  absent;  but  again  returning  to 
his  house  shortly  after,  we  found  him.  accompa- 
nied by  a  number  of  Spanish  officera,  clothed  with 
their  side-arms,  and  Mr.  John  Innerarity  in  the 
porch ;  the  demand  was  formally  made  of  thedocu- 
■Bents  enumeraied  in  your  order,  and  peremptorily 
nfuaed ;  when  he  was  informed  that  his  nfusal 
would  he  oHuidered  as  setting  at  defiance  the  au- 
thority exercised  by  you  as  Glovernor  of  the  Flor- 
idas,  tn  the  etecution  of -the  laws,  end  they  were 
again  demanded,  and  the  consequences  of  refusal 
on  her  part  enumerated,  but  in  which  refusal  he 
■till  persisted;  and.we  were  about  taking  our  leave 
to  prepare  for  the  final  execution  of  your  order, 
when  Colonel  Gallava  declared  that,  if  we  would 
furnish  hiirk  with  a  copy  of  the  memoraudam  of 
the  documents  required,  he  would  deliver  them  to 
us;  to  which  we  assented.  The  alcalde,  H.  M. 
Brackenridge,  accordingly  waited  on  him  with  a 
copy  of  the  memorandum  herewith  accompanied, 
and  iafonned  him  that  be  would  call  in  turo  hours 
for  the  reception  of  the  documents  as  promised. 
We  proceeded  at  the  appointed  time,  and  found 
the  gate  and  front  part  of  the  house  closed ;  the 
former  we  opened  by  removing  a  bar,  and,  on 
reaching  the  latter,  a  coniiideraUe  aiir  seemed  to 
be  making  in  the  house ;  we  knocked  some  time 
without  receiving  any  answer,  when  admittance 
I  dtmanded  in  the  name  of  the  Governor  ' 


the  hoiue,  and  part  detached  to  the  rear,  when  it 
was  dlscoTered  that  the  back  door  was  open,  and 


(who  is  one  of  your  cabiido,)  were  on  the  porcB. 
We  inquired  for  Colonel  CeUava,  to  which  we 
Were  answered,  they  did  not  know  where  he  was; 
lights  were  procured  and  the  rooms  searched, 
when  Colonel  Callava  was  found  in  his  bed,  di- 
vested of  his  coat.  Demand  was  then  made  of  the 
documents,  agreeably  to  his  promise,  and  to  onr 
astonishment  Ihey  were  still  refused,  and  several 
attempts  made  on  his  part  to  show  that  he  was 
not  amenable  lo  the  laws;  to  which  he  was  an- 
swered, that  the  Oovernor  was,  in  the  execatioa 
of  the  Saws,  bound  to  demand  the  papen,  as  ilMf 
appertained  to  tbe  righis  and  pn»erty  of  individ- 
uals resident  in  Pensacola,  and  (hat  formal  com- 
plaints had  been  made  that  they  were  imprqierly 
withheld,  and  that  the  Governor  knew  no  distinc- 
tion between  Colonel  Callava  and  any  other  mao 
tinder  his  government  We  then  propoeed  that 
Colonel  Callava  would  deliver  the  papers,  and  be 
should  have  our  receipt  for  them,  which  was  also 
refused ;  we  then  again  demanded  them,  reiter- 
ating OUT  Eeoiiments  that  his  refusal  would  be  re- 
ceived as  an  act  of  open  mutiny  to  the  ciril 
authority  exercised  in  the  Floridas,  and  that  he 
must  eipect  (he  consequences.  He  persisted  to 
refuse,  and  the  officer  of  the  guard  was  ordered 
(o  take  him  and  Fullarat  into  custody,  and  bring 
them  before  your  Bzcellency,  which  is  now  ioBt. 
We  would  add,  in  conclusion,  that  Colonel  Cal- 
lava repeatedly  asserted  that  he  would  aot  be 
taken  out  of  hia  house  alive;  but  he  seemed  to 
act  without  much  difficulty  when  the  guard  wms 
ordered  to  prime  and  load.  A  corporal  and  three 
men  were  detached  to  remain  as  guaid  ia  tbe 
bouse  of  Colonel  Callava,  and  to  prevent  the  re- 
moval of  the  boxes  which  had  contained  the  doc- 
uments, and  which  Mr.  Brack^rid^  rerognised 
in  the  bedroom.  From  tbe  relation  in  which  Mr. 
Innerarity  stands  in  this  business,  together  iridi 
tbe  interest  taken  on  the  side  of  Coltmel 'Callava, 
and  at  the  same  time  exercising  the  fonctioiis  ot 
one  of  the  cabiido  of  thiacitr,  we  deem  it  an  indb- 
pensable  duty  to  recommena  (hat  your  RxceUeney 
will  fill  his  place  in  tbe  council  with  a  chancier 
who  will  mauifeai  a  proper  letpect  for  the  dignity 
of  the  laws,  and  you  their  Execntire. 
We  nave  the  honor  to  be,  Stc. 

ROBERT  BUTLKR, 

Cakma  V.S.Jrmtm. 

J.  C.  BROnAUQH. 

[MemoTandnm  referred  lo  in  tbe  above  reporLJ 
Memorandum  of  the  documents  which  have  been 
demanded  of  Colonel  Jose  Callava,  agreeahly 
lo  the  order  of  his  excellency  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackson,  Govemor  of  the  Floridas, 
and  which,  ou  (he  demand  of  Colonel  Robert 
Butler  and  J-  C.  Bronaugh,  accoiBpanied  by 
H.  M.  Brackenridge,  Colonel  Callava  promised 
to  deliver  to  Colonel  Butler,  if  they  should  be 
found  in  the  boxes  delivered  to  himhy  Domin- 
go Sousa. 
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8.  ProceediDjp  ia  the  use  of  Carlo*  de  ViUe 
and  Eugene  Stem. 

3.  Proceediiiffi  ia  the  cue  of  Maouel  Bonfa; 
and  Carlos  de  ViUe. 

4.  DociunentB  in  the  caie  of  Peter  Gailkes  sad 
Tomai  Villaseca. 

The  whole  of  the  abore  papers  having  relaiion 
to  the  righii  of  jvopetty  in  West  Florida,  and  in 
which  private  iadividiula  are  interested. 

H.  M.  BRACKENRmOK,  Mcoidi. 

Pbim&OOLa,  Auffvtt  22, 1881. 


Office  or  tbb  Execotive, 

Pemaaila^  A%giiH  22, 1821. 

Colonel  Jose  Callava,  being  broashc  before 
Andrew  Jackson,  Governor  of  the  Floridiis,  to 
answer  certain  iaterrogations  relative  to  docn- 
ments  and  papers  named ittaschedule bearing  thi* 
date,  and  which  telaie  lo  the  propertj^  and  Bovar- 
eignif  of  the  Floridas,  the  followitig  interrogato- 
ries were  put  to  him,  viz: 

Q4ieslioD  1.  Were  or  were  not  the  papers  men- 
tioaed  in  a  schedule  banded  to  jrou  bjr  H.  M. 
Brackeniidge,  alcalde  of  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
delivered  by  DomiDgo  Soum  at  your  bouse  this 
day  10  Antoine  Falurat,  your  major  domo;  and, 
if  so,  at  what  time  of  the  day  7 

Answer.   [Translated.)  1  say  that  1  lolemnly 

Sroiesi  BgaJDGi  the  act,  which,  at  ten.  in  the  mid- 
le  of  the  night,  took  me  from  ny  bed,  where  1 
was  lick,  although  I  consider  myself  as  Spaniah 
eommissioner,  appointed  by  the  Spaniih  Govent- 
ment,  under  the  treaty  recently  oon eluded  between 
the  said  Government  and  that  of  the  IJnited 
State*  for  the  cession  of  the  Flortdas.whicb.coni' 
mission  has  been  coaf — .  {Here  the  Governor 
stopped  Colonel  Calliiv«,  and  directed  the  follow- 
ine  question  to  be  put  to  him  :] 

Did  or  did  not  Domingo  Souia  deliver  at  your 
house  this  day  the  papers  above  menlioaed  ;  and, 
if  50,  where  are  those  papers  now  1 — and  answer 
this  directly. 

Answer.  That  be  declines  answering,  except  in 
the  manner  he  considers  proper — in  bis  own  lau- 
gaage,  and  with  his  own  hand. 

The  question  being  repealed,  he  answered  that 
he  was  here  as  a  commissioner,  and  couid  not 
answer  to  any  other  capacity;  on  which  he  was 
informed  by  the  Governor  that  he  could  not  view 
him  as  a  commissioner,  or  in  any  other  light  than 
as  a  private  individual  charged  with  retusing  to 
sarrender  papen  which  belong  to  the  public  ar- 
ehivea  of  uiis  province,  and  with  being  connected 
'with  individnals  charged  with  being  about  to 
secrete  papers  and  to  carry  them  out  of  the  coon- 
ny,  by  which  the  inhabitantE  thereof  would  be 
deprived  of  their  evidence  of  property,  and  which, 
under  Ihe  second  ariicle  of  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
ought  lo  have  been  delivered  with  the  other  pa- 
nels placed  in  the  charge  of  the  alcalde  for  safe- 
Keeping.  The  question  being  again  repeated,  he 
refined  to  answer,  except  in  the  manner  before 
stated. 


Question  1.  What  is  your  name  and  age? 

Answer.   My  name  is  Antoine  Fuliarat.    I  do 

It  know  my  age. 

Question  3.  Did  not  Domingo  Sousa  detiv«'  to 
you  this  day  some  papers  in  boxes  at  the  honse 
ofCoIonel  Jose  Callava? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  3.  Where  are  the  papers  now  1 

Answer.  They  are  at  the  house  of  Colonel 
Callava. 

Question  4.  In  whose  possession  are  theyT 

Answer.    They  are  now  in  Colonel  Callava's 

Question  5.  At  what  time  of  this  day  were  they 
delivered  by  Domingo  Sousa  1 

Answer.  He  does  not  recollect. 

Question  6.  Are  not  you  the  major  domo  of 
Colonel  Callava  1 

Answer.   Yes. 

1  do  hereby  certify  4he  foregoing  to  be  a  correct 
nuDate  of  the  examioaiion  before  Andrew  Jacb- 
son,  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  at  which  I  acted  at 
clerk  and  interpreter. 

H.  M.  BRACKKNRIDGE. 

(Mtrfir  Ae  (mprUonment  of  Dosttngo  Souta,  Coltrnd 
Jott  Cailava,  atid^AnMne  Fuilaral. 
Office  of  the  Execdtivb, 

PmttKot-i,  Aag.  22, 1B21. 
Webt  FLOBinA,  \ 


To  TBE  Opticeh  op  tbe  D^y  : 

You  will  take  into  custody,  and  safely  keep, 
Domingo  Sousa,  until  he  produces,  or  causes  to  Se 
produced  and  delivered,  unto  Henry  M.  Bracken- 
ridge,  alcalde  of  Pensacola,  the  following  docu- 
ments and  papers,  vis :  Those  relating  to  the  es- 
tate of  Don  Nicholas  Maria  Vidal ;  also,  the 
papers  relating  to  a  house  and  lot  in  Pensaeola, 
which  was  the  subject  of  a  proceeding  between 
Carlos  de  Ville  and  Eugene  Sierra  ;  also,  the  prO' 
ceedings  which  look  place  between  Manuel  Bon-" 
fay  and  Carlos  de  Vitle,  relating  lo  a  piece  of 
ground  in  this  place  j  and  also  the  documents  in 
the  case  of  Peter  Guilkes  and  Tomaa  Villasecai 
relating  to  real  properly  in  Pensacola:  all  whieh 
documents  and  pajiers  appear  to  appertain  to  in- 
dividuals and  their  rights,  and  for  their  benefit 
ought  lo  be  in  the  possession  of  H.  M.  Bracken- 
ridge,  alcalde  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  not  to 
be  taken  away  by  the  officers  of  Spain  ;  and  whieh 
documents  and  papers  were  seen  by  Col.  George 
WaltDn,  Col.  John  Miller,andH.  M.  Brackenridge, 
alcalde,  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Domtngo  Sousa 
onlfaeSlst  insl.,  and  demanded  bv  tbe  said  alcalde 
to  be  delivered  lo  him,  Ihe  said  alcalde,  under  the 
written  order  of  tbe  undersigned  given  for  that 

Ejrpose,  and  tbe  said  documents  and  papers  to 
9  retained  by  the  said  alcalde  for  safe-keeping  •■,  on 
which  the  said  Domingo  Sousa  refused  to  deliver 
tbe  same,  but,  in  open  violation  of  tbe  above-re- 
cited order  and  demand,  did  convey  the  said  doc- 
uments and  papers  to  the  bouae  of  Colonel  JoM 
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CallsTB,  late  Srnoisb  Ooveraor  at  tbe  proi 

of  West  Florida,  and  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Mid  CoIoDCl  Callava's  siewaid,  by  naine  Pullarat, 
in  the  dwelling-house  of  the  tiaid  Colonel  Cal- 
lara.    All  which  acts  aforesaid  of  the  »id  Do- 


rSouia  are  in  open  contempt  of  ihi 
ibe  undersigned,  as  Gorernor  of  1 
iJas,  &c.,  and  in  open  violation  of  therigblsof 
the  citizen*,  necuied  to  them  under  the  second 
•rtiide  of  the  late  treat)'  with  Spain ;  for  all 
which  J  and  until  he,  the  said  Domingo  Sousa, 
complies  with  the  foregoing  order,  hf  deliveriDg 
the  aforesaid  enumerated  documents  and  papers, 
he  is  to  stand  committed  to  the  csliboose. 
Giren  under  my  band  Ibis  3Sd  day  o(  August, 


To  Oapl.  Dim,  Officer  of  the  Day 

Yoti  will  take  into  custody  and  safely  keep 
Don  Jose  CallaTa,  and  his  ^tetrard,  (Fullarat,) 
ontil  the  documents  nnd  papers  recited  in  the 
order  annexed  for  the  arrest  of  DomiDso  Sousa 
■re  prodneed  and  ddivered  unto  H.  M.  Bracken- 


ridgt 


n  under  mf  hand,  this  22d  day  of  August 


H,  M.  Bracienridge,  Mealdtf  to  Hii  EscciUtney  the 
Govemvr. 

t>ENBACOLA,  AvffUtt  23,  1&21. 

Sm:  Having  strong  grounds  to  believe  that 
the  doenments  and  papers  claiined  by  me  as  ap- 

SitaiQing  to  the  archives  of  this  province,  and 
reclly  relating  to  tbe  property  and  sovereiffnty 
of  tbe  same,  are  now  in  the  houae  of  Don  Jose 
Cnllava,  but  enclosed  id  boxes,  1  beg  IcRVe  to  re~ 
quest  that  authority  may  be  given  to  sucb  per- 
sons as  your  Excellency  may  appoint  to  open  and 
eiaiBine  the  said  boxes,  and  to- report  thereon, 
^rom  the  examination  of  Domingo  Sousa  and  I 
Antoine  Pullarat,  and  the  affidavit  hereto  an-  \ 
Dexed  of  Merced  Vidal,  there  can  be  no  doubt  I 
but  that  the  said  documents  were  delivered  in  ibe  I 
boxes  before  mentioned  to  the  said  Caliava,  at  I 
his  house,  and  are  in  his  possession.  The  docu- ! 
menls  demanded  are  as  follow : 

1.  Papers  relating  to  the  estate  of  Jose  Maria 
Vidal. 

2.  Proceedings  in  the  case  of  Carlos  de  Vitle 
a&d  Eugene  Sierra. 

3.  ProceediDjp  in  (he  ca»e  of  Manuel  Bonfay 
aad  Carlos  de  Ville. 

4.  Documentf  in  tbe  case  of  Peter  Ouilkes  and 
Tomas  Villaseca. 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDGE,  Meaidt.      '■ 

Affdavit  0/  iUrced  Vidal.  i 

Before  me,   H.   M.  Brackenridge,  alcalde  of 

Peasaeola,  personally  appeared  Merced  Vidal  Pa-  | 

dro,  who,  being  of 


sn-orD,deposelb  and  sailb:  That  hei&lher,  Nic- 
olas Maria  Vidal,  left  her  by  will  one  of  his  bon, 
aod  that  he  died  about  the  year  1S06,  possessed  of 
a  large  real  and  personal  estate  in  Florida  aod 
Looisianai  The  deponent  further  auth  ifaat  ihr 
will  of  her  said  father,  logeiher  with  tbe  invento- 
ries of  bis  real  and  penonal  estate,  and  all  the  pa- 
pers ivlatiog  thereto,  were  for  several  yean  mis- 
sing  from  the  public  archives  of  Pensacola,  haviuf 
been,  by  saitte  perton  naknown,  witbdrawi]  from 
tbe  same;  Ibat  repeated  solicitationswere made bf 
her  to  tbe  authorities  (hen  existing  here  tocompd 
tbe  restoration  of  tbe  said  papers  and  documents. 
as  they  were,  and  she  believes  stilt  are,  necessary 
to  enable  her  to  prosecnte  ber  claim  under  theaid 
will ;  that  a  certain  John  Jnnerarily,  of  this  place. 
whom  this  deponent  believes  to  be  a  debtor  to  the 


the  said  papers  were  finally  re&iored,  and  that 
a  decree  was  poued  against  the  said  Innerarity  to 
account  with  the  deponent  as  one  of  the  heirs  of 
Nicolas  Maria  Vidal.  The  deponent  fnriher  staiet 
(ha(,  a  few  days  before  the  change  of  gonrCTMaent, 
she  demanded  them  of  Colonel  Caliava,  who  in- 
formed her  that  he  conld  not  give  them  up,  as  he 
wasofaliged  to  take  (hem  to  Havana.  The  deponeat 
afterwards  requested  permission  to  make  a  copy  of 
Aem  i  that  this  was  granted  by  said  Caliava,  on 
condition  that  they  should  ooly  be  delivered  br 
separate  pieces  on  parcels,  and  ihat  a  confidential 
person  riiould  be  found  to  copy  them ;  bni  the  de- 
ponent fays  that  the  expense  of  copying  them  ex- 
ceeds her  meeas,  they  amount  ia  all  10  several 
hundred  pages  of  common  wriiiag  paper.  Tbe 
deponent  afterwards  learned  Ihat  the  said  papn^ 
were  in  die  actual  posseseion  of  Domingo  Boosa, 
who  achnotvledged  che  same,  and  delivered  diree 

S feces  tohnfor  tbe  purposeofbeinr  copied.  The 
eponent  Aifther  slates  that  the  said  ]Mpen  relate 
to  property  in  this  country  and  Louisiana,  and 
were  necessary  in  order  to  enabla  ber  to  proMcuie 
ber  clairot  ttUder  the  will  of  her  fhther. 

M£RCN>  VIDAL. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  this  S5d 
day  of  August,  1881, 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDGE,  Maddf. 

Sutreh  Warrant. 
Ofvicb  op  tbb  Ekcodtite, 

Peiuaa/A,  Aaaatt  23, 183]. 
Agreeably  to  Ihepelition  of  H.  hi.  Braokenridge, 
aksalde  of  thb  ohy  of  Pensacola,  hereto  nrnexed, 
and  the  aftdaril  of  Merced  Vidal,  i^tiBg  thai 
she  has  reason  U  believe,  from  what  Colonel  Joae 
Qellava  has  told  her,  that  those  papers  would  be 
taken  to  Havwu :  and  whereas  Domioi^  Stniaa. 
in  his  daclantian  before  me,  the  undermned,  on 
the  SSd  instant,  dedaied  tbai  he,  the  said  Domingo 
SoDsa,  in  open  violation  and  eonlempt  of  mjr  or- 
der lequirinig  that  he  should  deliver  the  documents 
and  papers  nauad  in  the  aonesed  petition  of  H. 
H.  Brackcuridg^alcaldefor  thecity  of  Peosacola, 


nilt  age,  and  being  duly  |  0 
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nid  CbIIbtb  :  and  whereas  an  order  was  issued 
br  the  mtdenigned,  on  said  declaratioB  of  tbe  said 
Dominga  Soasa,  that  a  demand  should  be  made  to 
Colonel  Jose  Callara,  and  hia  steward  PuUarat, 
thai  they  delirei  said  papers  agreeably  to  a  scbe- 
du!e  delivered  by  Colonel  Robert  Butler,  or  the 
Armv  of  the  United  Stales,  and  Dr.  J.  C.  Bro- 
Daagti,  accompanied  by  the  said  alcalde  for  tbe 
cily  01  Pensacola,  who  proceeded  and  made  a  de- 
rnnad  of  the  aforesaid  papers,  which  Colonel  Cat- 
lava  refused  to  deliver,  on  which  an  order  was 
made  to  bring  the  said  Callava  aad  Pullarat  before 
me,  to  answet  such  interrogatories  as  might  be 
put  to  them,  &c.;  this  orda-  being  esecnted,  and 
the  said  parties  before  me,  Colonel  Callava  having 
declined  ansmering  interrogatories  put  (o  him,  ex- 
cept in  his  own  way,  and  as  cotnmissionet  of 
Spain  for  the  delivery  of  West  Florida  and  its 
dependencies,  which  loe  undersigned  would  not 
in  his  judicial  capacity,  nor  coum  he^  know  him 
in  any  other  ibanhis  individual  capacity,  brought 
before  him  on  the  complaint  of  his  acl9  being  m- 
jurious  (o  the  rights  and  property  of  individuals, 
and  in  open  viotallon  of  the  orders  of  the  under- 
signed, and  in  contempt  of  his  decrees;  Fullarat, 
having^been  interrogated,  declared  that  herecei'ved 
from  Domingo  Sousa  the  papers  alluded  to,  and 
that  the  said  papers  in  boxes  were  in  Ci^onel  Cal- 
lara'a  hoase. 

Colonel  Gieorge  Walton,  Secretary  of  Weet 
Florida,  Colonel  John  Miller,  Clerk  of  the  county 
of  Escatnbia,  David  Shannon,  Esq^  presiding 
jusrice  of  said  court,  and  Thomas  Bro wn John, 
Esq.,  presiding  justice  of  said  court,  accompa- 
nied oy  li>  ^-  Brackenridge,  Est).,  alcalde  of 
the  city  of  Pensacola,  will  forthwith  proceed  to 
the  hous«  of  Colonel  Jose  Callava,  and  tnake 
search  for  the  said  papers,  breaking  open  said  boxes; 
and  if  said  papers,  as  mentioned  io  the  anoexed 

Eeiltion,  are  found  therein,  to  talte  the  same  and 
riug  ihem  to  the  undersigned,  with  this  warrant, 
leaving  itll  other  papers  in  said  boxes  secured  in 
the  same  way  a>  said  boxes  are  found,  and  report 
the  same  to  me  in  writing  how  they  have  execut- 
ed this  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal,  (there 
being  no  seal  of  office.)  at  Pensacola,  in  West 
Florida,  the  S2d  day  of  August,  1831, 


ANDRE  fr  JACKSON. 
Pensacola,  Ai^/uil  23,  ] 


In  tfa«  execution  of  the  above  order,  we,  the 
undersigned,  proceeded  to  the  dwelling  of  Colonel 
Callava,  and,  having  opened  a  box  containing 
papers,  found  the  documents  enumerated  in  the 
above  list,  and,  after  taking  them  out,  again  closed 
the  said  box,  placing  a  seal  upon  the  same.  We 
now  deliver  into  your  Excellency's  possession  the 
papers  and  documents  above  enumerated. 

GEORGE  WALTON, 

SecTttarv  of  Wett  Florida. 
JOHN  MILLER, 
D.  SHANNON, 
J.  BROWNJOHN. 
Hia  Eic'y  Geo.  Jaoksdn. 


Offiob  of  the  Exbodtivb, 

Pentacda,  August  23,  18S1. 
Applicalion  being  made  to  the  undersigned, 
this  23d  day  of  August,  1821,  by  H.  M.  Bracken- 
ridge,  alcalde  for  the  city  of  Pensacola,  by  peli- 
lion  founded  upon  the  affidavit  of  Merced  Vidal, 
of  the  23d  of  August,  1821,  and  on  the  declara- 
tion of  Domingo  Sousa,  and  Antoioe  Fullarat, 
steward  of  Colonel  Callava,  Ihal.lhe  first  had  de- 
livered, and  the  latter  meived,'at  the  house  of 
Colond  Jose  Callava,  the  papers  found  at  the 
house  of  Domingo  Sousa,  and,  oy  the  order  of  (he 
undersigned,  commanded  to  be  delivered,  for  the 
use  of  the  individuals  whose  rights  ate  involved 
and  concerned,  into  the  band  and  possession  of 
H.  M.  Breckenridge,  Esq.,  alcalde  for  the  ciif  of 
Pensacola,  for  sale  keying,  and  that  the  said 
papers  were  tn  the  bosea  as  above  stated,  and  in 
the  house  of  said  Callava  ;  and  information  bring 
made  to  me,  by  retK»t  of  Colonel  Robert  Bntlei, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Bronaugn,  and  the  said  H.  M.  Brecken- 
ridge,  alcalde  as  aforesaid,  Ifaat  the  said  boxes 
were  seen  in  tbehouatoflhe  mid  Colonel  CaUava 
(Ml  the  evening  of  the  22d  ioitaat ;  and  it  beitig 
stated  by  the  affidavit  of  Merced  Vidal  that  tbe 
(Mipers  were  about  to  be  taken  to  Havaha,  and  a 
warrant  prayed  to  make  March  for  the  same:  and 
whereas  the  said  warrant  wai  granted  to  Colonel 
George  Walton,  secretary  of  West  Florida,  Col- 
onel John  Miller,  oleik  of  the  court  for  the  county 
ofBseaabia,  David  Shannon,  Esq.,  president  of 
the  said  court,  and  Thomas.Brownjolus,  Esq-,  ac- 
companied by  H.  M.  Brackenridge,  alcalde  for  the 
city  of  Pensacola,  to  execute  and  report  in  what 
manner  they  had  executed  tbe  same,  who  made 
the  following  report  thereon: 

"PEKeAcoi^,  AoffiutiS,  182]. 
"In  the  execull«n  of  the  above  order,  we,  the 
undo'sigaed,  proceeded  to  the  dwelling  of  Colonel 
Callava,  aad,  having  opened  a  box  contaieiDg 
papers  found  the  documents  enumerated  in  the 
above  list  [which  accompanied  the  warrant,]  and, 
af^er  taking  them  out,  again  closed  the  same.     We 
now  deliver  into  your  Ezcdlency's  possession  the 
papers  and  doomoents  as  before  enumerated,  &c. 
GEORGE  WALTON, 
JOHN  MILLER, 
D.  SHANNON, 
J.  BROWNJOHN." 
Whereupon,  the  undersigned  ordraed  that  said 
papers  be  and  retOain  ia  tiie  possession  of  Colonel 
G.  Walton,  Seoretary  of  West  Florida,  and  by 
him  deliveiad  over  to  H.  M.  Brackenridge,  alcalde 
for  the  cily  of  Pensacola,  for  safe  keqting,  taking 
his  receipt  for  the  same. 

The  officer  of  the  day  over  the  guards  of  Pen- 
sacola (Captain  Waser)  will  therefore  discharge 
Domingo  Soasa,  Coloael  Jose  Callava,  and  An- 
loine  Fullarat,  Colonel  Callava's  steward,  from 
the  custody  of  the  guard ;  make  known  to  ihoD 
that  tbe  papers  for  tie  non-delivery  of  which,  and 
contempt  of  the  orders  of  the  undersigned,  ibey 
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,... ,, inded 

over  to  H.  M.  Brackearidge,  Bsq.,  alcalde  for  the 
city  of  Peasacola,  for  lafe  keepine,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  iDdividuaU  and  itteir  rights  tbat  may  be 
coDcerned,  making  them  subject  to  such  cost*  as 
the  said  H.  M.  Biackenridge,  alcalde  for  the  city 
of  Fensacola,  may  tai  against  them;  then  conduct 
Colonel  Callava  to  his  house,  ezamine  if  the  two 
boxes  of  papers  lemain  sealed,  leave  him  in  pos- 
session of  them,  and  dismiss  the  gtiard  from  his 
house,  and  report  the  same  to  the  undersigned, 
with  this  order. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Govenm-  of  the  fhridas. 

Stlvm  of  Capiam  Wager  to  the  lAove  order. 

FCNSACOUi,  Attguat  24,  1821. 
I  hare  tfa«  honor  to  report  (hat  your  order  of 
yeatnday,  directing  the  release  of  Dominea  Soum, 
Colonel  JoM  Callava,  and  Antoine  Fullarat,  has 
been  complied  with.  Immediately  upon  the  re- 
ceipt  of  said  order,  1  repaired  to  the  guard  at  the 
calaboose,  and.  having  communicated  its  con- 
tents to  Colonel  Jose  Callara,  I  conducted  him  to 
his  own  house,  where  I  examined  two  sealed 
boxes  said  to  contain  papers.  I  further  attended 
'  ■     '     '  ■  II  of  his  own  effects,  with 


d  ibe  guard  from  his  house,  and  lef^  him 
in  peaceful  possessiori  of  il 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &ic. 

P.  WAGER. 
His  Bxc'y  Andhbv  Jackbon. 


PaitBACOLA,  Avgutt  25,  1821. 
Received  of  Q.  Walton,  Esq.,  Secretary  of 
West  Florida,  (he  following  documents  belonging 
to  the  archives  of  this  province,  being  the  aacoe  ob- 
tained throDgh  proceedings  instituted  at  my  in- 
staDce: 

1.  The  papers  in  the  case  of  Vidal. 

2.  In  the  case  ofBonfayaod  Carlos  deVille. 

3.  In  the  case  of  Carlos  de  Ville  and  Sierra. 

4.  In  the  case  of  Peter  Quilkes  and  Villaseca. 


SEQflBTABv'a  OrriCB, 
PeMacUa,  Augutt  35, 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  aboT«  i 


arrest  and  imprisonment,  and  discharge  ^om  im- 
prisonment, of  Colonel  Don  Jose  Callava,  Do- 
mJD^  Sousa,  and  Antoine  Fullarat. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal,  (thei« 
being  no  seal  of  office,)  this  25ih  day  of  August, 
1821. 

GEORGE  WALTON, 

Seartiary  (/  Witt  Fhrida. 


TaHiHony  in  behalf  of  (kiond  CaOatu. 
We,  the  undersigned,  declare,  upon  oalh,  thai 
about  half-past  five  in  (he  adernoon  of  yesterdaj;, 
the  23d  current,  we  were  witnesses  of  the  exami- 
in  which  the  Spanish  Colonel,  Don  Jow 
Callava,  made  of  bis  house,  who,  accompanied  b; 
an  officer  of  the  United  States,  entered  it  for 
(he  Grstiime,after  having  been  disraiiised  frompd' 
SOD,  into  which  he  bad  Seen  put  (he  night  beJare 
by  the  Governor  of  this  place,  Don  Andrew  Jack- 
son. The  house  was  found  opeo,  and  troops  Id 
it ;  these  troops  belonged  (o  the  United  States,  and 
were  atraed.  In  the  Colonel's  chamber  we  ssir 
bundles  of  papers  upon  (he  table  which  served  him 
for  awriline  oesb,  and  (hese  bundles  neither  sealed 
nor  secured.  We  also  saw  and  examined  two 
boxes  secured  with  nails,  aod  sealed  with  black 


making  up  his  despatches  as  Governor  in  Penia- 
cola ;  and,  for  our  greater  certainty,  the  seal  being 
upon  the  table,  we  took  it  and  compared  it  wi£ 
the  stamp  upon  (he  wax  on  the  boxes.  We  also 
saw  and  examined  that  one  of  these  boxes  bad 
TariousbrokenseBls,which  demonstrated  evidently, 
and  convinced  the  human  understanding  beyond 
a  doubt,  that  the  said  box  had  been  opened  aftet 
it  bad  been  sealed  ani!  nailed.  We  observed,  aim, 
that  it  was  secured  anew,  and  that  close  bf  ibe 
broken  seals  other  seals  bad  been  put  with  wax  of 
Ibe  same  color  as  the  others,  but  toe  seals  were  of 
a  different  figure ;  all  this  was  likewise  observed 
by  the  officer  of  the  United  States  who  assisted 
in  the  examination.  We  also  saw  that  theCoload 
took  from  his  bed  some  large  keys,  and  that  with 
them  he  opened  a  strong  box,  and  from  a  drawee 
therein  be  took  out  a  bag  of  gold,  whicb  be  emptied 
upon  a  table,  and  counted,  by  pieces  of  gold,  in 
our  presence,  two  hundred  and  afleen  pieces,  with 
seTen  pieces  of  silver,  and  two  reals  more  ;  thai 
afterwards  he  returned  (he  said  money  in(o  the 
strong-box ;  on  his  doins  which,  the  officer  of 
(he  United  S(ates  said  tlial  he  had  finished  hii 
business,  and  went  away. 

The  relation  of  these  facts  we  have  thought 
proper  to  present  iu  this  declaration,  as  they  ap- 
peared to  us,  Bccompaoied  by  the  said  officer  of 
(he  United  Slates,  on  (his  examination.  And  for 
its  verification  we  sign  it,  at  Pensacola,  the  34th 
day  of  the  month  of  August,  1821. 

LUIS  DANNOG, 
B.  PRIETO, 
JOSE  Y.  CRDZAT, 
PEDRO  DE  VEGAS, 
ENRiaUE  MICHELET, 
LUIS  GAGNET. 
A  true  copy : 

H.  DE  RIVAS  T  SALMON. 

The  StentaTj/  ofStMe  to  Don  Joaguia  de  Anduofia. 
Dbpartmekt  op  State, 

WaAington,  Novtmber  8,  1821 . 
Sis  :  Previous  to  your  arrival  in  this  country, 
I  bad  the  honor  of  receiving  from  Don  HUario  de 
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^Min-^JMiwry  of  lie  FUridat. 


Rivas  ]r  Salman,  then  Chargf  d'ASaiTes  from 
your  QorernmeoL  b  letter  dated  the  6th  of  the  last 
month,  with  sUDdry  paperi  enclosed,  ezhibiting 
comptainis  against  the  Governor  of  the  Territories 
of  Florida  for  certain  proceedings  in  bis  judicial 
characieia^instColooelDon  JoaeCiiUava.  That 
letter  was  immediately  submitted  to  the  coniide- 
ratioD  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by 
whose  directions  I  have  now  the  honor  of  addresi- 
ingyou  an  answer  thereto. 
The  complaints,  in  substance,  aie — 
1.  That  Colonel  Callava  bein^  a  commiscioaer 
of  His  Calbolic  Majesty  for  delirerin^  the  proT- 
ince  over  to  the  United  States,  and  entitled  to  the 
special  protection  of  the  laws  of  nations,  hi*  house 
was  forcibly  entered  in  the  night  time,  and  he 
himself  being  then  sick  in  bed  was,  ander  special 
circnmitanceB  of  rigor  and  inhumaaiiy,  sumiaoned 
and  compelled  to  go  before  Qa?ernor  Jackson  to 
answer  interrogatories. 

3.  That  the  qutscions  put  to  bim,  and  his  an- 
swers to  them,  were  both  falsely  interpreted ;  be 
being  i^orant  of  the  language  in  which  the  inter- 
rogatories were  pat. 

3.  That  hewas  finally  committed  to  prisOD,aBd 
there  detained  iot  the  space  of  a  day  before  he  was 
released. 

4.  That,  daring  the  period  of  his  deieoiioD,  his 
house,  bis  property,  and  (he  papers  of  his  Govern- 
ment, were  left  at  the  mercy  of  the  soldiery ;  that 
he  found,  on  his  return  to  nis  house,  the  scab  of 
his  Gorernmeot  upon  certain  boxes  of  napen  bro- 
ken, and  some  of  the  papers  scattered  aoout. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  BKSure  you  of  his  deep  r^ret  that,  in  the 
completion  of  a  tranEaciion  oi  such  high  impor- 
tance to  both  naiiotis,  any  circumstanoe  to  excite 
paio  on  either  side  should  have  occurred. 

Od  the  merits  of  the  proceeding  complained  of, 
all  (he  light  necessary  to  the  formalioa  of  a  cor- 
rect judgment  has  not  been  received.  It  would 
be  improper,  therefore,  in  the  present  case,  to  prt>- 
noUDce  definitively  on  the  subieoi.  In  its  inter- 
course with  foreign  Powers,  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  is  scrupulously  observant  of  the 
rights  of  the  representative  character  of  persons 
charged  by  their  Governments  with  the  perform- 
aoce  of  any  duty  incident  lo  their  relations  with 
this  Uoioo.  Although  Cotonet  Callava  was  not 
cluthed  with  the  character  or  credentials  of  a 
public  minister,  it  is  readily  admitted  that,  in  the 
ezecuiioQ  of  his  trust,  as  a  commissary  for  the  de- 
livery of  the  province,  he  was  entitled  to  all  the 
prolection  and  all  (he  immunities  necessary  for 
the  discharge  of  (bat  duty.  Gat  it  is  not  less  true 
that  in  the  treaty  itself  it  had  been  stipulated  that 
the  whole  transaction  of  the  surrender  of  the  prov- 
'   1  of  all  the  officers  of  His 


writhio  six  months  from  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fications of  the  treaty ;  which  six  months  had 
elapsed  at  the  time  when  these  incidents  occurred. 
It  is  also  true  that  the  surrender  had  been  com- 
pleted ;  that  the  authority  of  Spain  within  the 
province  had  more  than  a  montb  before  ceased, 


and  that  of  the  United  States  bad  uken  its  place. 
The  troops  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  had  been  re- 
moved ;  and  if  Colonel  Callava  and  other  officers 
of  Spain  remained  there  after  the  consummation 
of  that  event,  they  could  no  longer  claim  the  im- 
munities of  public  agency,  or  any  other  privileges 
than  those  of  sUaogers  permitted  to  reside  in  the 
place — strangers  not  only  amenaUe  to  the  com- 
mon judicial  tribunal,  but  who,  conformably  to 
the  Spanish  laws  existing  before  the  cession  of  the 
province,  would  have  beeii  liable  to  reoiaval  from 
It,  or  to  imprisonment,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Gtovemor,  for  the  mere  act  of  being  there. 

It  is  asserted  by  Colonel  Callava  that  the  post- 
ponement of  bis  departure  from  Pensacola  had 
been  necessary ;  because  it  was  impossible  for  him 
lo  terminate  the  business  incident  to  tbe  surrender 
on  that  day;  because  hewas  sick:  and  becaitae 
the  question  whether  the  artillery  beian^ng  to  the 
fortifications  was  or  was  not  included  in  the  ces- 
sion had  been  referred  to  the  decision  of  tbe  two 
Governments.  To  this  the  reply  is  obvious — 
that,  without  now  referrioK  to  the  delays  which, 
protracted  till  the  17th  of  July  the  surrender  which 
might  have  been  efiected  more  than  two  months 
before,  there  was  yet  ample  time  between  that 
day  and  the  S2d  of  August  for  the  discharge  of 
any  business  incidental  to  it;  that  the  personal 
inaisposiiion  of  Colonel  Callava  neither  disqnali' 
fied  him  on  the  17th  of  July  from  tbe  transactioa 
of  business,  nor  on  the  22d  of  August  from  being 
present  at  a  festive  entertainment,  nor  immedi- 
ately afterwards  from  undertaking  and  performing 
~  '~if  and  fatiguing  journey  from  Pensacola  lo 
'  York,  nod  thence  to  embark  on  a  voyage  by  sea; 
and  that,  with  regard  to  the  question  concerning 
the  cannon,  which  was  reserved  for  tbe  decision 
of  the  two  Qoveriiments,it  furniAed  no  sufiOcient 
motive  for  the  continuance  of  Colonel  Callava 
there — a  particular  receipt  for  them  having  been 
given  by  Governor  Jackson,  and  the  right  of  Spain 
to  remove  tbem,  whatever  its  merits  might  be, 
being  in  no  manner  affected  by  the  departure  of 
the  Spanish  commissioner. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that,  both  by  the  limita- 
tion ol  lime  stipulated  in  the  treaty  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  province,  and  by  the  nature  of  the 
functions  assigned  by  Colonel  Callava,  his  immu- 
-■•■es  of  exemption  from  the  ordinary  process  of 
law  bad  ceased  before  the  22d  of  August.  Tbe 
allegsiion  that  Governor  Jackson  bad,  nineteen 
days  before  that  time,  recognised  his  commissarial 
character  as  yet  existing,  will  not  aSeci  the  prin- 
ciples here  advanced:  1st.  Because  the  limited 
six  months  had  not  then  expired  ;  and  2dly.  Be- 
cause the  only  transaction  of  General  Jackson  on 
that  day,  recognising  Colonel  Callava  as  a  com- 
missioner, was,  by  writing  bim  a  letter  complain- 
ing of  a  sigoal  breach  of  faith  by  that  officer,  in 
evading,  on  the  plea  of  indisposition,  the  perform- 


warda  refusing  lo  perform  it  at  all ;  which  letter 
after  an  eipostnlatiou  against  that  proceeding, 
suited  to  the  aggravation  of  its  character,  finished 
by  a  declaration  of  General  Jackson  tbaliiclosed 
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Ihe   coTrespondeDCe  bnwMn    him  and  Calbnd 
CallBTa  on  the  subject  forever. 

WttT  would  il  be  from  the  intention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Ciovernment  to  draw  within  its  rigorons  lim- 
its ibe  exemption  frooi  ordinary  legal  process  of 
«  foreign  public  officer.  It  would  extend  to  them 
a  liberal  measure  of  time  and  a  full  portion  of  in- 
dulgence for  ibe  execution  of  the  trust,  and  fee 
departure  after  its  completion.  But  it  cannot  per- 
ceire  the  justice  of  extending  these  priTileges  be- 
yond tbeit  limits  as  sanctioned  bf  custom,  for 
purposes  of  injustice  and  wrong.  And  here  we 
are  led  to  the  inquiry,  what  was  the  immediate 
occasion  of  the  summons  to  Colonel  Callara,  his 
Ksislance  against  which  prompted  the  subsequent 
rigorous  meaauref!,  in  reference  lo  his  person,  house, 
and  papers,  complained  of  in  the  note  of  Mr. 
flalmon?  He  had  withheld,  and  caused  to  be 
packed  in  boxes  for  iranspoitaiion,  [lublie  records, 
relating  to  the  property  of  Ihe  province — judicial 
documents,  indispenaaUe  for  vindicating  tne  titles 
to  succession  of  infant  and  orphan  children.  Ap- 
plication  was  made  to  General  Jackson,  in  behalf 
of  those  orphans,  for  the  legal  judicial  process  to 
obtatn  those  papers.  He  had  proof  that  they  had 
been  rcnioved,  after  a  summons  from  him  to  Ihe 
perron  in  whose  posse'sMon  they  had  been  to  pro- 
duce them,  to  Ihe  hmise  and  possession  of  Colonel 
Callava,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  subtracting 
them  from  the  process  issued  by  his  authority. 
Bad  that  officcrrs  persona)  immunity  been  com- 
plete and  unquestionable,  what  greater  abuse  of  it 
cobM  haVB  been  made  than  thns  to  wrest  from  the 
Conrse  of  justice  the  ytwekera  on  which  depended 


was  not  entitled  to  such  exemption  from  legal 

Ccess,  issHed  the  ordinary  summons  which  would 
-e  beat  applicable  to  any  other  individual ;  and, 
on  his  refuaal  to  answer  the  interrogatories  put  to 
him,  comraiRed  him,  as  others  in  titce  cases  would 
have  been  committed,  to  prison.  By  the  same 
order  he  issued  a  commission  for  securing  the 
papers,  which  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up 
seTore,  with  all  suitable  caution,  to  prevent  the 
taking  of  any  others,  and,  imTnediately  after  the 
Ntisfactorv  return  of  that  commission,  ordered  the 
release <tf  Colonel  Callava.  Suchappears  to  have 
been  the  character  of  the  transaction,  upon  thi 
report  of  it  made  by  General  Jackson;  and, 
although  the  President  cannot  but  contemplate 
with  unfeigned  regret  this  occurrence,  he  thinks 
that  blameshouldbeimputed  to  the  party  deserving 
it,  and  whose  misconduct  produced  it;  and  thr" 
itis  B  justice  due  to  Oeneral  Jackson  to  make  hti 
acquamted  with  the  objections  in  the  note  of  Mr. 
Salmoa  to  his  conduct,  and  to  receive  bis  full  ex- 
planation of  the  motives  and  considerations  whicli 
governed  him. 

In  cottctading  this  letter.  !  cannot  forbear 
mitidit}gyDu,  sir,  that  not  only  this,  but  all  the  other 
transactions  of  a  painful  nature  which  hay?  arisen 
in  the  eieeution  of  that  treaty,  and  which  it  was 
hoped  would  have  terminated  all  the  differences, 
snd  have  led  to  the  most  harmonious  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  end  Spain,  have  pro 


eeeded  from  the  anjostifiaUe  delays  and 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty's  officers,  in  direct  con- 
travention, as  is  understood,  to  his  orders  asd 
ntentlons,  in  withholding  the  documents,  archive. 
and  vouchers,  of  which  the  delivery  had  be«n  ei- 
tressly  stipulated — vouchers  indisptneabte  to  the 
Jnitea  States,  both  for  the  dispensation  of  private 
uitice  and  for  the  establishment  of  public  right, 
lut  utterly  useless  to  Spain ;  and  the  detention  oi 
which,  by  the  Captain  General  and  Gorernot  of 
Cuba, and  brMte  Spanish  Govemorsof  both  Eaii 
,,  T...  plQnja,howevefintende(l,andbywba[- 
ive  induced,  can  subserve  no  purpoM*  bui 
ihote  of  fraod,  injustice,  and  oppicssioa.  After  a 
succeanonof  delays,  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  at  iht 
Havana,  in  a  climate  noted  for  its  uahaalthiB» 
iliaDgara,  of  the  commisaioner  of  the  United 
Staita  anthorized  to  receive  those  documcBti,  anj 
of  the  vessel  whioh  had  conveyed  bint,  he  wk 
"ompelled  to  depart  without  them,  nor  bare  thej 
et  boea  delivered.  The  attempts  to  carry  away, 
toth  from  FenEttcola  and  from  St.  Ai^ustine, 
many  of  those  jpapers,  can  be  viewed  in  do  other 
light  than  as  dagrani  violations  of  the  ttf*ti- 
The  President  relies  that  they  will  be  lo  consid- 
ered by  His  Catholic  M^esty,  and  that  he  hat  ere 
this  given  the  most  positive  and  effectual  ordets 
for  the  faithful  execution,  in  this  respect,  of  thai 
instrumeat.    1  pray  you,  dec. 

JOHN  aUlNCT  ADAMS. 

Don  JoAftUlN  DE  AnDDAOA, 

Envoi/  Extraordinary,  ^c. 

DMjoaqaiadeAndiiagatotheSKTet^WftfSioU. 
PbiLiIoblphia,  KocenJifr  11,  ISSl. 

Sir  :  1  have  received  your  note  of  the  3d  of  this 
month,  (which  1  have  transmitted  to  my  Goveis- 
meQt.)  in  answer  to  a  letter  of  the  dtb  uliimO; 
whien  Don  Hllario  de  Rivas  y  Salmon  had  the 
honor  lo  address  to  you,  relative  to  the  pn>ceedinp 
of  Qeneral  Jackson  with  Colonel  Callava. 

I  can  do  no  less  than  applaud  the  Pmideut'i 
resolution,  so  worthy  of  his  prudence,  of  not  |*o- 
nouneing  definitively  upon  this  business  until  be 
had  the  whole  documents  concerning  it  before  bim: 
and  I  flatter  myself  that,  when  that  taken  place- 
he  will  do  ample  justice  to  the  reiweseotation  oi' 
the  above-named  charg#  d'a&ires.  In  this  per- 
suasion Iwill  not  at  present  enter  upon  nn  answer 
to  the  paragraphs  of  your  said  note  which  seem 
to  defend  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson ;  and  1 
shall  defer  doing  this  unless  the  President  (which 
is  not  to  be  expected)  should  think  it  his  duly  tii 
approve  il. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  offline 
you,  sir,  the  sentiments  of  my  distingnished  con- 
sideration, and  pray  God  that  yon  may  live  mant 
years.    Your  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOAftUIN  DE  ANDDAGA. 

HauJoa^iimdt  AttfUtaga  tatbt  Secntmy  o/StMe. 
PBiLAnELPHtA,  Novtnier  18,  I82I. 
Sir:  Geoeral  Jackson,  not  satisfied  with  tbt 
ODtmges  which  he  practised  against  Colonel  Cal- 
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lava  OQ  llie  SSd  of  September  ]Mt,  fans  publi^ed, 
in  Peniaoola,  a  prodanntioii,  in  whicb,  on  the 
most  friTotouR  premts,  he  has  ordered  that  Don 
Marcos  de  Villiers,  Don  Bernanki  Prieto,  Don 
Lois  OaayKre,  Don  Cirito  LasMsier,  Dob  Amat- 
doOaillemard,  DonCaiilosdeVillitni,  Don  Pedro 
de  VegoB,  and  Don  MtTiBDO  Latady,  all  in  the 
service  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  should  quit  the 
abore-named  city  on  or  before  the  Sd  day  of  Octo- 
ber following. 

The  reasoH  which  he  aile^  for  a  proceediog 
so  shockio^  are  the  fdiowing:  l$i.  That,  by  the 
seventh  article  of  the  treaty  liet ween  Spain  and 
the  United  States,  of  the  22<l  of  February,  1819, 
it  was  stipokted  that  the  officers  and  troops  of 
His  Caibotic  Majesty  thoatd  evacuate  the  territo- 
ries ceded  to  the  United  Slates  six  months  afier 
the  exrhanee  of  the  ratifications,  or  socner  if  pos- 
sible, aad  lEat  they  should  give  possession  ofthem 
to  the  ofllecn'  or  cammissaries  of  the  United 
Stales  dnty  anthorized  to  receive  them ;  Sd.  That 
the  said  officers,  actiog  as  a  separate  bedr,  en- 
deavor^ to  tow  diaeontent  among  the  in^iabit- 
anls;  and,  3d.  That  they  were  ibe  anthors  of  a 
paper  in  whhh  they  criticised  the  proceeding 
wbich  took  place  in  the  intenontory  made  by 
Oeneral  Jackson  of  Colond  Caltara,  previons  to 
his  sending  him  to  prison. 

If  General  Jackson,  as  commissary  for  receiving 
the  Floridaa,  believed  it  his  <hily  to  fulfil  the  lelier 
of  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty,  how  deficient 
was  be  in  that  dnty  in  permitting  those  officers  to 
remain  in  the  province  more  than  a  month  after 
the  expiration  of  ifce  six  stipulated.  His  consent 
and  sifenee,  during  this  time,  afford  evident  proof 
that  his  opnioB  was,  (hat  the  Iieaty  was  in  no 
way  infriiwed  by  the  remaiQiDr  of  eight  iodivid- 
ual*  after  that  lime  had  elapsed ;  and,  in  truth,  it 
being  the  spirit  of  the  said  seventh  article  to  se- 
cure to  the  United  States  the  peaceabje  possession 
of  tboce  territories,  it  is  verv  difficult  lo  imagine 
how  10  aHoall  a  number  of  subjects  conid  endanger 
it.  Besides,  if  the  proclamation  had  for  its  ot>^i 
the  fulfilment  of  the  article,  why  was  it  cunQoed 
to  the  eight  officers  by  name,  and  not  extended 
to  all  those  who  were  likewise  in  both  Ploridas  1 

I  confess  that  I  am  embarrassed  bow  to  answer 
the  se«ond  pBragtaph,  because  I  do  not  know  what 
General  Jackson  means  by  the  officer?  acting  as 
a  distinct  body.  Can  it  be'  that,  being  subjects, 
and  belon^g  to  the  service  of  a  Power  friendly 
lo  the  United  States,  they  were  seen  as  compan- 
ions and  were  not  deemed  citizeus  of  this  Re- 
pablie,  but  foreigners,  who  Ibr  a  short  time  re- 
mained in  ib  tetrilorj,  under  the  motecllon  of  the 
law  of  aatioBS  and  of  treaties  1  In  this  case,  the 
same  criminality  might  be  attached  to  such  Ame- 
ricans bls  travel  through  Europe,  and  especially  to 
the  officers  of  the  Amarican  squadron  in  the  Med- 
iterranean, who,  instead  of  ourrages,  meet  with  a 
reception  in  the  porta  of  Spain  to  which  their  cir- 
cnnutaoeea,  and  the  friendship  which  unites  both 
nations,  entitle  them. 

The  second  extreme  of  the  second  jMiaagraph 
and  of  the  third  are  really  Mriousaceiitaiions,  and, 
if  it  be  certain  that  the  officers,  either  by  their' 


actions  or  by  their  writings,  would  hav«  attempted 
to  excite  discontent  in  the  inhahituits,  there  is  no 
doubt  of  their  being  criviaal.  With  regard  to 
their  actions,  it  is  very  tlrange  thai  General  Jack- 
son has  not  thought  fit,  jo  taking  a  step  so  pre- 
cipitate, to  give  wliat  stiU  was  not  proof— at  least, 
the  rsialion  of  what  had  obliged  him  to  declare 
them  culpable  of  such  a  crime ;  and  a$,  in  the 
meantime,  neither  appears  evident  to  me^  I  think 
mvself  authorized  to  declare  the  accuniton  to  be 
false.  With  re^rd  to  the  writiugwhioh  heoiles, 
the  officers  were  free  to  believe  themselves  at  lib- 
erty to  publish  it,  since  they  could  not  but  have 
been  persuaded  that  they*  were  in  a  country  where, 
tilt  lately,  the  Spanish  laws,  and  now  ^Meof  tlu 
United  States,  prevailed,  and  wheie  the  liberty 
of  the  press  was  ibeir  jusiification  in  doing  it. 
And  what  did  they  say  in  the  gungrapb  copied 
by  General  Jackson  1  That  tie  iiklKrogaiUMU 
were  not  faithfully  translated  lo  Callara-~a  bet 
which  ibe  same  person  who  acted  a*  ioterpcetcf  in 
that  haa  since  coafesscd  in  a  piece  publwked  in 
the  newspapcra ;  yet  for  Ibis  publicatioa  they  have 
been  expelled  from  the  Floridas.  I  as  littla  c( 
prebead  from  t"  ' 


n  whence  ai 


iminaiily  «f  the 
Hea  in  kia  proo- 


passage  which  General  Jackson  copies  . 
lainaiion,  that,  "if,  on  the  one  tuad,  they 'shud- 
dered at  the  violent  pToceedii^  exercised  against 
their  superior,  they  kaew  al^  what  was  dM  to  a 
QoveniBKqt  which  ie  oa  the  most  friendly  footiag 
with  their  own."  What  does  he  wish  them  to  say,' 
boltbat,notwithBiaiidio^theBeiitiBenlsiD«piredby 
the  precipitate  acts  against  Coloael  Callava,  they 
knew  chat  it  was  their  daty  to  submit  to  the  decia- 
ions  of  a  Government  friendly  to  liheir  ownl  In 
vain  will  it  be  pretcaded  ikal  the  object  of  this 
writing  is  to  rouse  the  minds  of,the  inhabitants ; 
it  only  relates  to  what  took  place  before  them  aU, 
and  what  has  since  been  publicly  confessed  by  one 
of  the  agents  of  General  Jackson  biraself.  There 
is  »o  doubt,  in  fact  '  "  "'  '  "  " -<  «.  >• 
ians  were  oveiwhc 
a^ct 

so  long  been  their  wperior,  and  had  -known  how 
to  gain  their  afieetion ;  no  doubt  biU  that,  cwaing' 
the  violences  committed  aniast  him,  and  Maisst 
iboM  who  a  few  days  befote  wete  Aair  feltow^ 
couatrymen,  they  were  so  macfa  theUHVCalaMned, 
bemuse  tber  believed  tbey  were  pasaiag  ondar  the 
pleasant  yoce  of  a  Poiwer,  the  aayliun  of  Uberty 
andwTjuMice,  yet  had  been  wiracMacof  proccedii^ 
seldoin  pvactised  »  the  laoet  de^otit  eoratriat. 
Bai  who  ought  to  bear  the  reproach  of  (Acts  so 
natural — he  who  casaed  them,  or  Ihey  wko  de- 
jdored  then  1 

I  bdieve  I  have  anawcfcd  the  aeciauoio'aa  con- 
taiaed  in  the  proclamation ;  bat,  in  order  loaiake 
the  irregtilarity  of  Oeneral  Jaeksoa^  ptoceedinga 
more  evideat,  1  will  grant  for  a  momeal  thai  Aer 
are  eeriain  and  proved ;  1  will  admit  that  the  oA- 
eers  have  been  deserving  of  the  cfaaattaement  and 
dishooorwhich  they  have GuSered;  bnt-yat  nobody 
will  deny  me  that,  before  it  was  inflicted  upon 
than,  they  ought  to  have  betn  cited  before  the 

Cper  triMmal,  bare  heard  the  charges,  and  have 
1  liberty  and  time  for  their  defence.    TlxM  are 
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fundttmenial  priacipin  of  the  laws  of  Spain,  and 
of  tbe  United  Stalo,  aod  of  erery  eirilized  coun- 
try. But  what  hasWn  the  coDduci  of  General 
JackBoo  1  Witbont  giving  them  tbe  least  iDtima- 
tion,  he  publishes,  in  a  language /i>r«^  to  titan,  a 
proclamaiioa  expelling  them  Irom  Ibv  province, 
giving  them  scarcely  time  lo  arrange  iheir  affairs, 
and  aathorizing  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to 
apprehend  them^and  brin^  tbem  before  him! 
1  forbear  making  reflections  upon  a  fact  of  such 

your 


Id  fioe,  either  General  Jackson  has  expelled  the 
abore-mentioned  officers  because  he  believed  them 
criminal,  (and  in  this  case  he  ought  to  have  had 
them  judged  according  to  the  lavs,)  or  he  (bought 
proper  to  do  it  as  a  political  measure,  in  wbicb 
caae  he  ought  to  have  executed  it  as  the  retaiioni 
between  the  countries  demaad,  either  by  giving 
them  notice  in  writing,  or  rerbally,  with  that  ur- 
banity which  a  person  of  his  grade  oa^ht  never  to 
forget.  In  place  of  this,  he  was  wanling  either  to 
the  laws,  or  to  tbe  respect  which  was  due  to  the 
officers  and  subjects  of  a  Power  friendly  to  his 
Qovernaiant ;  and,  consequently,  I  feel  it  my  duty 
(o  rcqueil  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  lay 
this  note  before  ifae  President,  not  doubting,  from 
his  weH-known  justice,  that  he  will  give  to  His 
Catholic  Majuty  the  satisfactiou  which  the  above- 
mentioned  conduct  of  General  Jackson  towards  the 
before-named  Spanish  officers  demands.  Where- 
upon, I  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  seotimeDts  of  my  dis- 
tingiiislMd  consideration. 

Your  most  obedient,  hnmble  servant, 

JOAaUIN  DE  ANDUAGA, 

J)on  Joaquin  de  Anduaga  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate. 
HI*,  iViwmief-22, 18S1. 


Six:  Bv  your  note  of  the  13th  of  Augnst  last 
(amy  predecenor,  Don  Francisco Dionisio  Vive*, 
you  were  pleaaed  to  ecqoaint  him  that  copies  of 
tlMeoiTMlMUidence  which  had  taken  place  between 
Don  Jose  Coppinser,  Governor  and  Commissary 
Dcwuaated  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  for  the  de- 
livery of  East  Florida,  and  Colonel  Butler,  com- 
miiauy  appointed  by  tbe  United  States  to  take 
poaseasion  of  it,had  been  received.  Upcni  reading 
1^  Ton  cannot  but  applaud  the  leal  with  whieb 
CmoimI  C^pio^  labored  to  obviate  and  remove 
all  the  diffieuJuea  which  could  delay  this  iispor' 
tut  (mDHCiion,  and  the  aetirity  with  which  he 
miide  tbe  aforesaid  delivery,  without  concluding  a 
multitude  of  subjects  which  yet  remain  pending, 
and  wilhoDt  waiting  for  the  term  fixed  by  the 
treaty.  The  harmony  and  good  um^ratanding 
which  prevailed  between  both  commissaries  is 
very  praiseworthy,  inasmuch  as  they  evidently 
showed  that,  gnided  solely  by  the  desire  of  execu- 
ting their  respective  duties,  far  from  throwing  ob- 
atacle*  in  the  way  of  itx  accomplishment,  with 
dtscussio Da  liable  to  inflame  the  mind,  they  thought 
that  urbanity  and  decorum  were  the  most  proper 
means  of  serving  their  respective  Governmenb  in 
the  important  eommisiion  with  which  tbay  had 


been  intrusted.  By  the  aforementioDed  correspon- 
dence, it  appears  that  doubts  bad  arisoi  whether 
the  artillery  and  certain  archives  ought  or  ought 
not  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  United  8lat^  end 
in  that  you  will  have  seen  that  it  waa  clearly  and 
definitively  stipulated  between  Messrs.  Coppiogcr 
and  Butler  that  both  should  remain  in  St.  Augot- 
tioe;  the  former  in  deposile  in  possession  ufibe 
Anglo-American  commissary,  and  the  latter  in 
the  state  in  which  they  were,  and  without  the 
possibility  of  their  bein^  carried  away  to  the  Ha- 
vana unlit  the  determmation  of  both  Gorem- 
meots,  in  a  certain  time,  should  arrive.  At  the 
departure  of  Colonel  Butler  from  the  said  city, 
after  tbe  delivery  had  been  effected,  be  wrote  om- 
cially  to  Colonel  Coppinger  that  be  woold  bave 
(0  transact  his  business  with  Caniain  Bell,  who 
succeeded  him ;  and,  without  doubt,  from  the  co- 
pies of  his  correspondence  with  Colonel  Coppin- 
ser,  you  will  have  observed  that,  on  various  sub- 
jects which  occurred,  he  considered  him,  and  in- 
terchanged letters  with  him,  reci^Dising  tiim  still 
in  the  quality  of  Spanish  comnHssary.  On  tbe 
arrival  of  Mr.  Worthington,  who  came  to  8l 
Augustine  to  supply  ihe  place  of  Captain  Bell, 
the  aspect  of  affaiis  was  changed;  and  in  the 
correspondence  which  toolft  place  hetwe^i  bim 
and  Colonel  Coppinger  upon  an  incidmt  relative 
to  a  Spanish  aigent,  lie  not  only  affected  mi  lo 
undersiand  that  Coppinger  continued  in  theqml- 
ity  of  Spanish  commisaary  with  the  cobscbI  of 
bis  predecessors,  but  he  was  pleased  lo  nake  use 
of  expressions  highly  injurious  to  Spain,  and  for- 
eign to  the  language  which  a  person  whom  tbe 
American  Government  had  thought  worthy  of  its 
confidence  ought  to  have  used.  Colonel  Coppin- 
ger waited  for  the  answer  to  the  protest  which  he 
had  made  to  Mr.  Worthiagton  upon  tbe  irKideui 
above  mentioned;  when,  without  any  previous 
notice,  or  any  other  cause,  the  offence  was  com- 
mitted which  is  related  in  tbe  subjoined  protests 
of  Colonel  Coppinger  and  of  the  secretary- 

That  the  American  Government  had  no  rifhi 
to  demand  any  paper  from  Colonel  Coppinger,  is 
evident  from  the  receipt  of  the  delivery  given  to 
him  by  Coloael  Butler  on  the  10th  of  July  last, 
which  is  given  for  the  delivery  of  what  the  treaty 
stipulated,  and  which  declares  expceMly  that  the 
doubt  relative  to  the  artiUery  and  eertaia  doeo- 
ments  was  lel^  to  the  detemunatioa  of  both  Gor- 
eroments. 

That  the  commissaries,  Coppinger  and  Bntlei, 
bad  agreed,  in  virtue  of  their  respective  powers, 
that  lEe  archives  in  question  should  remain  in  the 
state  in  which  ihey  wer^  appears  from  the  cor- 
respondence of  both.  What  reasoD,  then,  what 
pretext,  what  excuse,  can  General  Jackwo  aod 
bis  officers  give  for  a  crime  so  unheard  of? 

Prom  all  that  I  bave  explained,  and  from  tbe 
accompanying  documents,  it  resulis — 

1st.  That  His  Caihc^ic  Majetty  has  been  in- 
sulted, in  the  peraon  of  his  commissary,  id  the 
most  .scandalous  manner. 

Sd.  That  General  Jackson  has  broken,  without 

S'ving  any  reason  for  it,  anagreemeal  signed  by 
s  own  officers. 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


APPENDIX. 


2014 


Spain— DOivfrp  0/  Ot  Fkridal. 


3d.  That,  in  the  spoliation,  or  rarher  ptnbder, 
eommilicd  id  ihe  house  of  Colonel  Coppinger,  the 
1»W  of  QatioDB.  and  all  the  known  lawn  of  eivil- 
iiedcoDB tries,  tiaTe  beea  Irampled  upon,  inasmuch 
as  be  wa»  the  commiaiaiy  of  a  foreign  Poifer,  aad 
ioaxmuch  as,  without  summons  or  noliee.  without 
accusation,  trial,  or  sentence,  the  doors  of  iiis  house 
hive  be«a  broken,  and  he  has  not  only  been  robbed 
of  hii  ftmity  and  prirale  papers,  always  sacred, 
bat  or  those  which,  being  the  correspondence  of 
office,  and  raerved  with  his  Government,  belong 
10  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

The  sentiments  which  animate  a  free  peopTe, 
and  the  priaciples  which  direct  those  who  haye 
the  high  Donor  of  governing  Ibem,  are  well  IcDown 
to  yon.  Capable  of  making  every  Kicrifice  where 
tbeir  interest  alone  is  concerned,  (hej^  never  yield 
when  their  insulted  hoikor  demaQda  just  sattsfsc- 
lioD.  That  His  Catholic  Majesty  is  under  the  ne- 
eesfity  of  demanding  it  for  the  repeated  inaiilti 
offered  by  General  Jackson,  bis  commissaries,  offi- 
cers, and  Ecrvanls,  is  fully  proved  by  my  remon- 
strances, and  ihoneof  DonHilaria^  Rivas;  and, 
to  be  brief,  I  at  present  demand  in  liH^royal  name — 

Lit  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
show,  ia  all  authentic  manner,  its  disapprobation 
of  the  insolb  oflared  to  the  Spanish  commissary, 
Don  Jose  Cop^Kger. 

,    2dly   That  t)ie  authors  of  them  be  punished  ai 
ibey  deserve. 

3dly.  That  all  the  papers,  without  artpditlin^ 
ftoa,  which  were  taken  from  the  house  of  Colonel 
CoppJDger^and  of  the  Secretary,  on  the  2d  of  Oc- 
tober, be  restored  to  Colonel  Don  Jose  Coppin^r, 
who  will  return  to  St.  Augustine  for  Ibnt  purpose, 
that  he  nMy  keep  those  which  belong  to  the  Sjiao- 
ish  GSoverament,  anil  preserve  in  his  posxtf^ton 
those  which  have  beeti  the  object  of  doobts,  until, 
according  Id' the  solemn  stipnilarion  by  him  and 
Colonel  Butler,  both  Oovernments  come  to  a  de- 
termination  respecting  them. 

4thly.  That  the  Goveruutent  of  the  United 
States  satisfy  Spain  and  Don  Jose  Coppinger  for' 
the  damages  and  injuries  which  Ihey  nave  sus- 
tained by  the  injustice  of  the  American  etilhorilies 
ia  the  Ploridaa. 

No  doubt  bol  the  Presideili  will  acknowledge 
the  justice  of  this  remonstranoej  and  I  flatter  my- 
self that  he  will  be  pleased  (0  give,  withoat  May, 
lo  a  monarch  wiis  has  givea  such  ]HOof«  of  his 
fiiendsbij)  {or  the  United  States  a  talisfaction 
which  fats  honor  and  that  of  the  Spanish  nation 
demand. 


Dou  Jivofatn  <U  Aniuaga  to  tiu  Sterttary  qf  State. 
Pbi  LADCLPHtt,  Deotwiber  27,  1821, 
Sir  :  The  immense  sacrifices  made  by  Spain  to 
satisfy  the  claims  of  the  United  States  hare  given 
ber  s  just  right  to  flatter  herself  that  the  Ameri- 
can QoTernmeot  would,  in  its  turn,  pay  attention 
to  those  which  His  Catholic  Majesty  miffht  see 
neceanary  lo  make,  willi  that  readiness  wnich  is 
due    to   a  friendship  that  he  bad,  at  such  great 


cost,  endeaTored  to  maintain  between  the  two 
cabinets.  Under  this  impression,  I  believed  that 
the  President,  guided  by  his  characteristic  princi- 
ples of  justice,  and  with  a  full  conviction  of  the 
solid  reasons  with  which,  in  my  notes  of  the  ISth 
and  23d  of  last  month,  I  demanded  satisfaction 
for  the  Injnrics  of  Geoerol  Jackson  towards  the 
Spanish  commissaries  and  officers  in  the  Floridas, 
would  have  been  pleased  to  order  it  to  be  given  to 
me  without  delay.  But  1  see  with  pain  that,  so 
far  from  my  hopes  being  realized,  the  receipt  of 
my  notes,  after  so  long  a  lime,  has  not  even  been 
acKnonledged.  What  may  have  been  the  cause 
of  this  silence,  I  am  not  able  to  divine,  unless  it 
be  the  difficulty  of  deciding  to  what  satisfaction 
His  Catholic  Majesty  ia  entitled. 

If  my  claims  were  fonoded  on  matters  of  in- 
terest, I  could  have  waited  for  the  answer  to  them 
without  being  troublesome  to  yon,  sir;  but,  as  they 
originate  in  atroeiooi  injuries  committed  against 
the  honor  of  my  King  and  my  nation^  I  should  be 
wanting  to  my  moat  sacred  duties  tf  I  did  not 
persist  in  demanding  the  satisfaction  which  they 
require. 

The  more  General  Jackson's  conduct  is  con- 
sidered, the  more  erident  it  is  that  his  sole  aim  by 
it  has  bven  to  insult  Spain.  In  fact,  no  advantage 
could  result  from  it  to  the  United  States,  no  glory 
to  Ihe  General  himself,  in  trampling  upon  the  de- 
fenceless commissaries  aTid  officers  of  Spain.  And 
if  none  of  these  purposes  (the  only  ones  ibat  could 
excuse  him  in  the  eyes  of  a  cabinet  less  just  than 
this)  impelled  him,  what  doubt  can  remain  but 
thai  his  sole  motive  was  bis  inveterate  hatred 
againnl  the  Spaniards?  It  is  therefore  certain 
thai  General  Jackson  ought  not  lo  meet  protection 
from  his  Governtoeni,  whose  interest  he  did  not 
consult,  when  be  had  the  audacity  to  trample  up- 
on the  law  of  nations,  and  the  laws  of  every  civ- 
ilized people.  But,  admitting  that  his  intention 
had  been  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  his  country, 
it  would  be  doing  a  serious  injustice  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  snppose  For  a  moment  that  he  could  ap- 
prove of  its  being  attained  by  measiiTesso  criminal. 
oatisGed  of  this  truth,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt 
but  that  the  satis&clion  demanded  will  be  given 
lo  me ;  and  the  aole  pWDoie  of  this  note  is  to  re- 
quest, sir,  that  you  will  oe  pleased  to  transmit  it 
to  me  as  soon  as  possible,  as  your  own  delicacT 
#ill  convince  you  of  the  impatience  wiih  whicn 
His  Catholic  Majesty  expects  it,  who,  by  how' 
much  more  zealous  he  is  to  preserve  the  greatest 
harmony  with  the  United  States,  by  so  much  the 
more-  anxious  will  he  be  lo  see  every  cause  fending 
to  disturb  it  removed. 

I  embrace  this  opportimity  lo  renew  lo  you,  air, 
the  sentimenla  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 
JOAaUIN  DE  ANDUAGA. 

Mr.  Adavu  to  Mr,  De  Anduaga. 
Departmbht  or  Statb, 

WaihingUia,  Dtcembtr  31, 1821.' 
Sib  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
Utters  of  the  lilb.  16lb,  and  23d  November,  and 
13th  and  S7lh  of  ine  prcwni  month. 
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Id  my  lettlcr  to  yon  of  [2d]  November  last,  to 
ao»wer  lo  thai  of  tbe  6tb  of  Ociobet,  wbich  Dad 
been  received  fioni  Mr.  Salmon,  I  iofotmed  yon 
that  a  definitive  answer  upon  loe  caiuplBtats  of 
Mt.  Salmon  and  Colauel  Callava  would  be  eivea 
after  General  Jackiion  should  have  been  made  ac- 
i)uaioted  with  them,  and  bis  explanations  of  the 
inotivea  and  consideratians  by  wbicli  he  had  been 
goveroed  should  be  received. 

In  your  letter  of  the  14th  November  you  mani- 
fested ^Dut  entire  utisfactioD  with  this  course  of 
proceedtng ;  and  when,  afietwards,  yom  letters 
of  ibe  ISth  and  23d  of  November  were  received, 
containing  new  compUiiits  against  other  proceed- 
ings of  General  JaccsoOj  sunsequent  lo  those  lo 
which  the  letter  of  Mr.  Salmon  bad  applied,  it 
was  presumed  thai  you  would  expect  thai  the 
same  course  should  beadopied  with  i^ardto  these 
additional  charges  as  had  already  met  your  ap- 
probation in  relation  to  the  preeedtng  sul>jects  of 
complaint.  This  was  the  reason  why  an  imme- 
diate BclcDowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  those  let- 
ters was  not  transmitted  to  you,  and  is  the  motiv< 
for  posiponing  at  presentany  further  reply  to  youi 
letter  of  the  27th  mstanl. 

I  had  the  honor  of  informing  your  predecessor, 
General  Vives,  that  the  Etatemeat,  stipulated  la 
the  fourteenth  article  of  the  lata  t(f«ty  to  be  given 
by  the  United  States,  of  the  piizee  made,  and  of 
toiuries  sufiered  by  the  pfivaleers,  consuls,  and 
inliunala  of  France,  in  the  potts  of  Spaip,  and  its 
amount,  could  be  ascertained  only  by  the  result  of 
the  commission  instituted  by  virtue  of  theelevcDih 
article  of  the  treaty.  That  commusion  has  alrea- 
dy made  some  progress  io  the  investigation  of  the 
cases  brought  before  them;  and  when  they  shall 
have  decided  upon  those  concerning  wbiob  the 
stattment  mentioned  in  the  foorteeaih  article  of 
the  treaty  is  to  be  made^  it  shall  be  tnosmitted  to 
you  without  delay. 

'  pi^l'.  yi"!  ^'^1  ^  accept  the  asMianceof  my 
distmguished  consideration. 

JOHN  CIUINCY  ADAMS. 

Dob  J.  DB  AJtraaoA,  Awofv,  ^. 


Am  JoadUn  lU  Aftdaasn  t»  tht  atcrtbtry  of  8Mt. 
Pbiladelfbia,  /(iittiArji  6,  1832. 
Sia  :  I  have  bad  the  honor  to  receive  your  noi« 
of  the  31st  ultimo,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  27th 
of  the  same  monih.  When,  in  it,  I  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  repeat  my  demand  of  satisfjiction  for  the 
conduct  of  General  Jackson,  1  did  so  because  1 
had  no  doubt  that  he,  before  leavine  the  Floridas, 
had  informed  his  Ooveromeut  of  bis  motives  for 
maltreating  the  SpanishcoDuoissaries  and  officers. 
This  persuasion  was  the  sUonger,  inasmuch  as  I 
had  before  received  letters  from  the  Floridas  con- 
siderably later  than  the  events  which  gave  rise  to 
my  complaints  and  thedepartureof  General  Jack- 
son ;  but  suppcaing  his  having  slven  no  account 
even  of  the  renaons  which  impelled  him  to  such 
extraordinary  proceedings,  (a  very  just  impcdt- 
meot,  for  whiph  the  Presiiteni  may  give  time  in 
order  to  determine  OB  my  dema&ds,)  aome  notiec, 


it  appcan  reasonable,  ought  to  have  arrived  long 
"lee. 

Yet,  let  the  eaouses  of  General  Jackson  be  wliat 
they  will,  it  is  evident  that  he  can  give  none  for 
sossessioe  himself  of  the  papers  belonging  to  His 
Catholic  Majesty.  I  could  have  flaitrnd  mytd^ 
therefore,  that  the  President  would  have  been 
pleased  to  order  the  reeloration  of  them,  as  be 
could  not  poasibly  liave  retained  the  least  doidrt  in 
his  mind  about  a  BrovisioQ  sojusi. 

of  tike  23d  of  Novembef  I  had  tbe 


honor  to 


my  note  o. 


-,  that  I  had  or- 


dered Colonel  Coppinger  to  stay  wd  ratun  to 
Augustine  to  take  charge  of  ou  th 
had  been  taken  from  nin 


/  ths  papm  which 


the  damages  which  have  been  tusiuned 

SHis  Catholic  Maieeiy^  and  adds  to  the  Tcxations 
which  Colonel  Coppmger  himself  baa  been  the 
victim;  and  I  shall  aln  take  upon  me  to  add.  that 
the  delay  in  the  restoration  of  dooutnenls  belong- 
ing to  a  monarch  friendly  to  the  Unii«d  States  is 
not  conformable  lo  what  His  Catbolie  MajoiT 
had  a  right  lo  ejtpect  from  a  Qovefiuneat  to  whicli 
so  many  prooliHitir  bis  delicacy  and  e*eem  have 
been  given. 

Wherefore,  sir,  I  requeei  of  you,  anew,  that  the 
most  peremptory  orden  may  he  given  for  ihe  im- 
mediate delivery  to  Colonel  Ct^pinfct  of  ofi  the 
papers  of  whicb  he  was  dispossessed,  and  I  am 
persuaded  ihai  ibe  President  will  not  i^ase  ao 
reasonable  a  demand;  is  the  mean  lUB^  liuit,  in 
giving  aomplete  satisfaction  to  Spain  for  the  inja- 
ries  -committed  against  her,  be  may  have  thai  of 
wiping  off  the  stam  which  General  Jackson,  w^ 
his  unjust  and  violent  proceedings,  has  ihrom 
upon  the  reputation  of  ine  American  Mitborilie& 

I  renew,  sir,  the  senlimenu  of  mjr  HKwt  distift- 
guished  consideration,  &«, 

JOAftUIN  DB  ANDUAGA. 

Hon.  JoHK  QniHCY  AnAiia. 

Vashingtok,  Apra  18,  ISSS. 
To  tht  Home  of  R^rttntaHva  of  ikt  Vnittd  Sbsta  : 
the  HouN  of  B 


copies  of  sundry  papera  having  rebtik 
Bctiaiii  ia  E^t  and  West  PloTida,  vbich  bare 
been  received  at  the  DepartaHni  of  Slate  since 
nw  mesMge  to  the  two  Hoosea  nf  Coagiesa  of 
2^  of  Jtaufty  laei,  h^Aer  viih  eo|iias  at  two 
Uttnn  from  ike  Secretary  of  State  npon  the  same 
subject. 

JAMES  MONROfi. 

Extract  of  aktl»r  fum  Mr.  ffortJUnflOM  totlteSee- 
rttary  <^  State,  dattd 
EXBOOTITB  DBrABTUDKT,  fi.  F. 

Sl  ^tyutiw,  Jamtuy  15,  182^ 
The  enclosed  ceitificates  (Noa.  12  and  13}  will 
close  all  the  papers  which  I  have  tbougki  it  m- 
ceesary  to  send  on  respecting  the  archives. 

If  the  Government  will  direct  me  what  to  do 
with  the  papers  determined  to  be  rctwMd  to  the 
ex-governor  and  escribano,  I  will  make  the  dis- 
position accordingly. 
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No.  12. 
Cbfond  Foj1k»  to  Mr.  WortkingUm. 

St.  Aogubtine,  Jamiary  8,  18S2. 
8ib:  After  the  archives  and  documeDts  had 
been  ioTeftisaled  uod^r  your  Excellency's  com- 
missioD  of  the  lat  of  October,  and  the  papers  sepa- 
rated, I  commuDJcated  your  orders  to  tbe  escriba- 
Do,  Mr.  Botralgo,  to  deliver  him  those  taken  from 
hi*  office,  which  it  was  deemed  the  Uoitei]  States 
did  not  claim  under  the  treaty  ;  alio,  I  made  a  sioi- 
ilar  oSer  lo  Mr.  Arredondo,  the  general  attorney 
of  the  ex-goveinor.  Colonel  Coppinger,  he  bein^ 
absent,  to  deliver  tnose  taken  from  bim,  which  it 
was  tbooght  proper  not  to  reiaJD.  They  both  de- 
clioed  taking  them  ;  fo  they  remain  safe,  but  sub- 
ject to  future  orders.  I  made  the  offer  in  writing, 
as  one  of  the  commissioners  and  as  marshal  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Floridas,  agreeably  to  your 
irriitea  directions.      I  am,  dbc. 

JAMES  G.  FORBKS. 
His  Exc'y  W.  O.  D.  WoRTBtHaTOH, 

Secrdary  and  acting  GovtmorEatt  Florida. 

No.  13. 
JMr.  Law  to  Mr.  WortMngttnt. 

St.  AoaCBTiNB,  Jamtary  14,  1822. 

Sir  :  Of  the  archives  and  documents  taken  into 
the  American  possession  under  your  commission 
of  the  1st  of  October,  from  the  Spanish  escribano, 
Mr.  Bntralgo,  part  of  five  boxes  are  retained  as 
belonging  to  the  United  States  under  a  fair  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  and  the  remainder  of  tbe 
fi»e  boxes  determined  by  the  commissioners  to  be 
returned  to  Mr.  Entratgo.  From  the  Spanish  ex- 
governor,  Colonel  Coppinger,  part  of  six  boxes 
are  retained  under  the  above  construction,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  six  boxes  determined,  as  above, 
to  be  returned  to  Colonel  Coppinger.  Both  Colo- 
nel Coppinger  and  Mr.  Entralgo,  I  learn,  decline 
taking  those  offered  to  be  returned.  I  would,  there- 
fore, advise  some  final  disposition  to  be  made  of 
them,  either  by  yourself  or  tbe  General  Govern- 
meot,  ss  they  may  be  subject  to  casualties  while 
in  our  possession.  To  those  papers  retainetj,  Ame- 
rieaDS,  Spaniards,  and  all  persons  interested,  have 
dsily  access.  Those  determined  to  be  returned 
remain  nailed  np,  and  no  one  is  sufiered  to  handle 
or  inspect  them. 

Yours,  lespeclfnlly, 

EDMUND  LAW,  Aleaidt. 

W.  Q.  D.  WoRTBiMGTON,  Seerttary,  ^. 

GyKain  BeUtotAt  Secntarp  o/StaU. 
Wabhinqton  Citt  Jatmary  5, 1822. 
Sia :  ]  had  tbe  honor  to  command  the  detach- 
ment of  the  United  States  troops  on  the  lOlb  of 
July,  1821,  the  day  on  which  an  exchanKe  of  flags 
took  place  at  St.  Augustine,  the  capital  of  East 
Florida.underthelate  treaty  with  Spain.    On  the 
day  following  I  was,  by  commission  from  Gen- 
eral Jack-iOD,  Gorernor  of  the  Floridas,  vetted 
-with  all  the  powers  of  tbe  late  Spanish  Governor 
Copiringer,  which  commission  1  received  ibroogh 
17th  Con.  lit  SEaa_64 


tbe  hands  of  the  American  commissioner,  Colonel 
Butler,  wiib  other  documents  and  instructions 
from  my  Crovernment  in  tbe  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  tbe  provisional  secretary  of  the  province  un- 
til the  arrival  of  Mr.  Worthington,  who  had  been 
duly  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  Unil«I 
Stales.  Colonel  Butler,  the  commissioner,  shortly 
after  set  out  for  Pensacola.  Among  the  docu- 
ments  left  by  him  for  my  Kovernment  and  infor- 
mation, were  extracts  of  tne  official  correspond- 
ence between  the  two  commissioners  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  archives  and  documents  relating  to 
individual  property,  and  the  iDhabitants  of  the 
province ;  by  which  it  was  agreed  that  they  were 
not  to  be  removed  from  St.  Augustine,  but  to  re- 
main precisely  as  they  were  until  the  doubts  aris- 
ing on  the  pari  of  the  Spanish  commissioner 
should,  by  reference  to  the  Spanish  authorities  on 
his  part,  and  to  the  American  authorities  at  Wash- 
ington on  tbe  partof  the  American  commissioner, 
be  settled.  No  inventory  of  the  archives,  docn- 
meDts,aod  papers,  was  ever  made  to  mvknowledge; 
none  was  delivered  to  me  by  Colonel  Butler. 

AfW  hb  departure,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
waited  on  me  to  know  the  situation  in  which  tbe 
archives  and  documents  relative  to  property  and 
rights  in  the  province  had  been  left  ny  the  Ame- 
rican commissioner,  and  if  be  bad  obtained  dog- 
session  of  them.  On  being  informed  that  luey 
were  said  to  be  in  tbe  possession  of  the  escribano, 
a  Spanish  notary  and  officer,  until  tbe  doubts 
arising  as  to  the  delivery  of  them  should  be  set- 
tled by  tbe  respective  Spanish  and  American  au- 
thorities, they  appeared  greatly  dissatisfied,  ex- 
pressed themselves  in  a  manner  and  in  terms 
which  led  me  to  believe  tbey  bad  no  coiifidence 
in  tbe  Spanish  officers,  and,  finding  no  iaventoiy 
had  been  made  of  the  archives,  declared,  from 
their  knowledge  of  tbe  manner  in  which  these 
documents  were  filed,  that  ibere  was  no  security 
that  the  whole  of  the  documents  would  era  be 
delivered  ;  that  important  papers  might  be  sent  to 
the  Havaua,  if  not  already  sent ;  that  others  might 
be  placed  on  tbe  files ;  that  the  door  was  open  to 
almost  every  species  of  frand  in  the  office,  by 
which  individual  rights  would  be  violated,  ana 
the  public  lands  would  be  granted  away  without 
the  possibility  of  detection.  They  strongly  ad- 
vised me,  for  the  above  reasons,  to  take  possession 
if  them.    This,  I  informed  tbem,  I  was  not  ao- 


were  until  I  received  furthe 
were  already  made  in  which  these  documents  were 
to  have  been  packed  to  be  sent  to  the  Havana, 
but  tbey  were  in  tbe  pnblic  store,  and  under  my 
charge.  A  Spanish  armed  schooner  sailed,  some 
time  after  the  transports  with  tbe  troops,  lor  the 
Havana  ;  as  did  also  another  vessel,  wliich  car- 
ried the  treasurer  of  the  province ;  it  was  said 
many  boxes^  supposed  to  contain  documents,  were 
taken  by  this  officer.  Tbe  wbole  of  the  archives 
or  bureau  of  the  city  of  Eugenia,  which  contain- 
ed important  documents  relating  to  individoal 
rights  in  the  city,  public  squares,  and  vacant  laiids, 
were  removed,  or  not  found  at  tbe  time  of  taking 
possession  of  tne  documents  and  papers  found  in 
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the  offices  of  the  late  Qovemor  Coppingef  and 
euribaoo.  There  was  a  vessel  almost  ready  to 
aa.il  for  the  Ha?aiia ;  boxes  were  readf  in  the 
OoverDor's  house,  in  which  the  document  fouad 
in  his  office  were  to  have  been  placed  ;  this,  I  be- 
heve,  he  admits  in  his  protest.    Although  the 

Epers  have  been  seized,  R  sufficient  examiDation 
s  been  had  to  determine  if  all  are  there  which 
were  expected  to  be  found,  I  frequently  heard 
the  persona  appointed  to  eiainine  ihera  say  that 
they  did  not  find  in  the  Qovemor's  office  those 
papers  which  are  usually  kept  in  this  office. 
WJiether  any  were  removed  al^er  the  23d  June, 
which  were  embraced  in  the  correspondence,  I 
am  not  able  toaay.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe 
there  were,  although  the  inbabitants  interested 
were  constantly  complaining  of  the  situation  in 
which  they  were  left,  and  were  paying  ^reat  fees 
to  the  office  lo  obtain  evidences  of  iHeir  papers 
being  in  the  office.  I  must  further  state  that  the 
sotary,  Don  Juan  de  Entralgo,  bad  declined 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  our  Govemmeni: 
that  Qoveroor  Coppinger  was  tespeetfully  appliea 
to  by  me  to  deliver  up  the  papers  peaceably,  be- 
fore any  reaort  was  had  to  force;  and  when  the 
papers  were  put  into  the  hands  of  certain  persons 
appointed  to  examine  them,  with  directions  to  sep- 
arale  ptivBie  papns  from  documents  relating  '" 
the  province,  Governor  Coppinger  was  given 
understand  that  he,  or  any  agent  on  his  behalf, 
ni^hi  attend  the  exnmioation.  As  far  as  the  ex- 
amination has  proceeded,  many  papers  hare  been 
■eparaled  from  the  public  documents,  put  into 
hoxes,  and  reported  (o  Mr.  Woilbington,  for  the 
parpMe  of  being  returoed.  By  the  citizens  having 
property,  and  residing  within  the  province,  the 
coDduct  of  the  American  officers  in  taking  the 
papers  was  generally  approved  of. 
Most  respectfaUy,  I  am,  dtc. 

JOHN  R.  BELL. 
Hon.  J.  a.  Adams,  Sec'ty  of  Slati. 

Oeneral  Jackvm  to  tht  Secretary  of  Slate. 

Nashville,  Janvary  32,  18S2. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  lai  instant  reached  me 
a  few  days  since,  in  which  you  advise  me  of  the 
receipt  of  mine  of  the  22d  November,  with  its  en- 
olonires.  I  had  also  the  honor  to  receive  a  copy 
of  your  communication,  dated  2d  November,  (o 
the  Minister  of  Spain,  together  with  ibe  transla- 
tions  of  two  lettera  from  said  Minister,  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  and  transmitted  to  me 
bf  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
You  inform  me  that  the  definitive  answer  to  these 
letters  will  be  deferred  until  you  shall  have  Ibe 


first  of  which  is  on  file  in 
Pensacola,  and  the  last  1  forwarded  to  you  vhn 
'  was  informed  by  Dr.  Bronaugh  that  mj  inig- 
Eition  was  accepted  on  the  Isl  uliimo,  not  eipeci- 
ig'  lo  have  any  fiiriher  use  for  them.  Imtoedi- 
tely  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  however,  I  wralt 
)  Mr.  Worlhington,  requesting  him  to  fomud 
you  certified  copies  of  bis  eommunicBiiaiii  is 
promptly  as  practicable,  and  have  adopted  tix 
same  measure  in  relation  to  those  of  Capuln  BdL 
although  I  had  been  advised  that  be  Wd  traet- 
mitted  duplicates  to  you  from  St.  Angnsiine  T<j 
these  documents  I  must  refer  yon,  reiving  opta 
thereto,  and  my  own  recolleciioo,  fn 
enis,  and  accomjwoying  mv  replrwitb 
:hers  as  are  withm  m^  reaeh;  MlieriD; 
there  will  be  ample  testimony  m  yoar  possenui 
to  enable  you  to  rebut  the  statements  of  this  Uii' 
isier  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

Upon  the  subject  of  seizine  Ibe  papen  tl  St 
Augustine,  you  observe  that  the  Spanish  Mi nuin 
dwells  with  much  eamestaess  on  ibe  agrceomii 
which  had  been  made  between  Colonel  Balltr  and 
the  late  Oovernor  Coppinger  concemine  ihae  ja- 
pers,  and  requests  to  be  informed  wEeiba  ihu 
agreement  was  known  to  me  at  thetime  the  ordn 
was  issued  for  demanding  and  receivipg  tbroi 
and,  if  so,  to  state  the  particular  grounds  on  nhich 
I  judged  it  necessary  to  resort  to  compDlsojj  mit- 
HUres  for  obtaining  poasetsion  of  them. 

In  answer  lo  this  inquiry,  I  have  the  iiinM  re- 
spectfully to  state  that  Colonel  Butler,  tkeoom- 
mission er  appointed  toreceive  the  tranrferof  East 
Florida  from  the  Spanish  Government,  t«athtd 
me  on  the  8th  of  August  last,  at  PeDsicola,»d 
made  his  report.  As  soon  as  it  was  sebmiiifd  lo 
my  examination,  I  was  entirely  satisfieil  ihiins' 
ther  Coppinger  on  the  one  hand,  nor  BatlROHib 
other,  bad  any  anthoriiy,  either  under  ihetittiy 
or  their  instructions,  lo  enter  into  such  an  too- 
ment  relative  to  the  archives  which  were^Ef> 
positive  stipulation  between  the  two  Ooveratnti^ 
to  have  been  delivered  ever,  with  tbe  mudDT, 
to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  United  Sixe. 
The  treaty  was  imperative,  and  rested  iheputiB 
with  jio  discretion  on  tbe  ^iubject.  Belieii>!' 
however,  that  the  course  adopted  by  Colonfl  Boi- 
ler was  perhaps  the  only  one  that  could  hsTC  tea 
pursued,  without  the  employment  of  force,  lo  ^ 
serve  the  document^  and  notwithstanding  1  w  < 
perfectly  satisfied  that  Coppiager  had,  oahisiart.: 
violated  both  the  treaty  and  the  order  oftheCtf-' 
lain  General  of  Cuba,  yet  1  felt  disposed  tu  l^V 
the  archives  precisely  in  tbe  same  siiustiMi  ui 
which  ColoDid  Butler  had  placed  them  under  tui' 


opportunity  of  ohtarnina;  my  reply,  with  any  re- 
marks I  may  be  disposed  lo  mak 
nications  of  the  Minister  of  Spai 


lo  make  on  the  commu- 


1  sineerely  regret  that  Don  Joaquin  de  Andu- 
aga's  letter  of  the  22d  November  liad  not  been 
transmitted  at  an  earlier  period,  as  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, in  my  reply,  to  refer  von  to  two  commuoica- 
tioDS  of  Captain  Bell,  of  the  31st  July  and  4th  of 
August  last,  and  lo  Mr.  Worthinglon's  letters  on 
the  subject  of  the  archives  at  St.  Augustine;  tbe 


cesrary  difficulties,  and  from  a  hope  tlist  ilx 
Spanish  officers  would  com)dy  with  their  anw^ 
ment,  and  permit  the  papers  to  remain  uDiniiw'' 
ed  until  tbe  arrival  of  the  President's  inKrticiiia! 
in  regard  to  their  final  dispoiition. 

This  Minister  states  that  the  commi^uontR, 
Butler  and  Coppinger,  stipulated  that  the  un- 
ler)[  and  archives  were  to  remain,  the  fitst  in  «■ 
posite,  in  possession  of  tbe  Ai>glo-AmericBii  cos. 
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missarf,  and  the  last  where  thej'  were,  and  with- 
out the  possibilitf  of  their  being  taken  away  to 
the  HaraDa.  He  does  not  lay  wbat  was  their 
situatioD,  but  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  alcalde 
wag  ibeit  keeper.  Nor  doei  he  tell  you  that  Don 
Jose  CoppiDger  permitied  iheiu  to  be  picked,  aad 
culled,  and  taken  away,  in  violation  of  bis  Bolemn 
pledge  and  agreement,  as  yon  will  see  by  a  lefer- 
.  ence  beias  had  to  Captain  Bell's  letlers  to  me  of 
the  3Ut  Jnly  and  4th  August,  1821,  dnplicstei  of 
which  I  am  advised  are  in  your  possession. 

When  i  reeeired  these  letters  from  Captain  Bell, 
who  exercised  prorision ally  the  powers  and  an- 
tborities  of  Secretary  of  Gkst  Florida  before  the 
arriral  of  Mr.  Worthington,  I  aeknowicdge  that 
my  indignation  was  very  mnch  aioiued.  1  feit 
that  it  was  my  imperative  duty  to  protect  the  peo- 
ple of  Florida  in  the  enjoyment  ot  the  r%his  se- 
cured to  them  expressly  under  the  treaty.  I  was 
boond  to  act  on  the  occasion.  The  agreement 
respecting  the  archives,  although  void  ab-initio, 
for  the  want  of  power,  had  been  outrageonaly  vio- 
lated by  Coppiiwer,  or  with  his  conoivancei  and 
the  eviil^ces  of  individual  rights  secured  to  the 
citizens  were  about  lo  be  fraudulently  conveyed 
away,  after  he  bad  sledged  himself  to  Colonel 
Butler  that  they  should  not  be  removed  from  that 
place,  and  should  remain  pteciaely  as  they  were. 
The  verbal  report  of  Colonel  Bniler,  as  com- 
muuicaied  in  my  letter  of  the  4th  August  last, 
affords  a  clue  lo  the  motives  of  Colotiel  Coppin- 
ger  in  attempting  to  practise  this  base  deceptioo. 
For  the  last  six  moatlis  previous  to  the  transfer 
of  the  country,  it  is  believed  be  had  been  engaged 
in  issnio^  surreptitious  grants  for  large  quantities 
of  land  in  East  Florida.  It  became  necessary 
that  they  should  be  taken  to  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
far  the  purpose  of  consummating  the  titles. 
These  were  no  doubt  the  documents  which  were 
picked  and  cullod  from  the  balance,  to  be  tmns- 
ported  to  the  Havana,  as  Coppinger  was  convinc- 
ed- that  the  fraud  would  be  ineiitatdy  delected  if 
they  should  be  surrendered  to  the  American  au- 
thorities. This  explains  the  reason  why  and 
wherefore  they  were  not  delivered  over  to  our 
commtsBionerin  the  first  instance,  and  forms  the 
basis  of  the  crafidential  eommunication  made  to 
Colotiel  Butler  on  the  3d  of  Jnly  last,  advising 
him  that  a  large  portion  of  these  archives,  relat- 
ioK  to  private  property,  were  packed  up  Ebr.Teino- 
ral  to  Cuba,  and  which  gave  rise  to  his  tetter  to 
Colonel  Coppinger  of  that  date,  as  will  appear  by 
the  enclosed  extract,  marked  £. 

Speaking  of  the  correspondence  between  Colo- 
nels Butler  and  Coppinger,  Dou  Joaquin  de  Ad- 
duaga  remarks  that,  "by  the before-meationed  cor- 
respottdeace,  it  appears  that  doubts  bad  arisen 
\rbetber  the  atlillery  and  cwiain  archives  ought 
not,  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  United  States." 
With  due  deference,  I  would  ask,  could  any  doubts 
exist  as  to  the  archives,  nnder  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  T  No.  Could  any  doubts  be  en- 
tertained rdative  to  the  archives  emiwaced  in 
the  iostruetions  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  or  the 
instructiima  giren  by  the  Captain  Qeneral  of 
Onba  to  Doa  Joae  Cqipinger,  Colonel,  and  com- 


the  Spanish  forces  at  St.  Augustine, 
and  who  was  charged  with  the  delivery  of  the 


country,  and  all  documents  relating  to  the  property 
and  sovereignty  of  the  country  c^ed?  II  is  pre- 
sumed not.    In  his  letter  to  Colonel  Forbes  ofthe 


16th  May,  1821,  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba 
says:  "RespectingEast  Florida,  where thereougfat 
to  be  found  all  her  archives,  Governor  Mahy  would 
direct  that  Governor,  as  instructed  by  him  with 
the  important  commissioo,  to  make  a  formal  de- 
livery to  Mr.  Forbes  of  that  province,  a-i  well  as  of 
tlie  documents  belonging  to  it."  "  A  similar  des- 
patch would  be  addressed  to  the  commandant  of 
West  Florida."  Here  is  a  posiiiva  decUretios  that 
such  instructions  were  or  ahowld  be  given  to  Oor- 
emor  Coppinger  for  the  delivery  of  all  the  archives 
inctoded  in  thestipulatioa  of  tbetr^ty.  Conliast 
this  GlalemeBt  of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba 
with  the  answer  of  Governor  Copinnger  to  Colo- 
nel Butler's  b:twr  to  him,  dated  July  3,  1821 : 
"  GcBtfinitig  myaelf,"  be  says,  "  to  a  eompliance 
with  the  treaty  and  iheocdenof  nly  Oorenunenl," 
(which,  be  informed  Colonel  Batter  verbally,  pK- 
vented  him  from  delivedn^  the  archives,)  "  ineir 
literal  sense  is  the  only  guide  to  my  endeavor  in 
the  execution ;  and  when  any  doubts  arise,  1  con- 
sult them  with  that  frankness  necessary  lo  ascer- 
Iain  my  course,  and  warrant  my  responsibiLty." 

From  this  exposition,  no  one  can  fail  to  discover 
astriking  coniradictiiut  between  theCaptainGen- 
eral  (Mahy)  and  Governor  Coppinger ;  the  fonoer 
asBunng  Colonel  Forbes  that  he  would  direct 
GofO'nor  Coppioger  to  deliverover  the  documents 
lo  the  American  authorities,  and  the  latter  assert- 
ing that,  "as  an  individual,  he  believed  they 
should  be  given  over;"  (iti  E  e.)  but  thai  the 
orders  of  his  Government  prevented  him  from  per- 
forming  that  dub-.  We  caufind  noexeiueeitbiM 
for  the  Captain  General,  Governor  Coppinger,  or 
Colonel  Callava,  for  not  coiE^ying  with  theordats 
of  their  superiors,  and  with  good  faith  carrying 
into  eSecl  the  second  article  of  the  treaty,  by  de- 
livering,'and  being  prqmivd  to  deliver  over  all 
ibe  archives  and  documents  appertnining  to  the 
property  and  sovereignty  of  the  Floridas.  Instead 
of  this,  the  Captain  GeDeral  doasnotd^rei  them 
at  Cuba  ;  Goppioger,  cootrary  to  hit  orders,  was 
prepariog  to  convey  them  away  in  a  dandcsCilie 
manaer,  in  violation  of  his  agreemeotand  sdann 
'  '        until  arrested  in  his  faithless  i»Ddiiel  by 

Butler;  and  Callava,  whilst  pqifcaaug 

surrender  all  the  archives,  &c.,  was  winkeiHy 
and  treacherously  attempting  to  carry  a.way  the 
testamentary  papers  of  the  heirs  of  Vidu,  and  other 
documents,  which  were  the  evidences  of  claims  to 
private  property  in  the  country  ceded  to  the  United 

The  unjustifiable  delays  and  evasions  of  the  of- 
ficer* of  Spain  in  withholding  the  archivee  and 
documents,  of  which  the  deliverv  had  been  ex- 
pressly Uiputated  by  treaty— voucners  indispensa- 
ble to  the  United  States,  for  the  dispensation  of 
private  justice  and  the  eslablisbmeDt  of  private 
right,  but  entirely  useless  to  Spain — could  not  but 
imptesa  upon  me  the  belief  that  tbey  were  intended 
to  lubaerre  the  purposes  of  iojnstice,  fraud,  and 
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oppT«Mion.  The  attempt  to  carry  away  a  nnm-  ' 
ber  of  IhoM  documents  from  St.  Augustine  and  ' 
PcntaeolH  in  a  clandestine  maoDer  was  considered 
as  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  treaty ;  and  I  began 
to  entertain  the  opinion  that  a  sysieraatic  combi- . 
nation  had  been  formed  amongst  the  offieeiv  of 
Spain  to  deprive  the  bonesi  citizens  of  the  country 
of  all  the  evidences  of  their  right  to  property  se-  : 
ctired  to  them  by  the  provisions  of  the  cession.       ' 

Under  these  impressions,  and  believing  myself  j 
Tested  with  legal  authority  lo  protect  the  rights 
of  the  citizens,  I  was  urged,  by  the  most  imper- 1 
Btive  duty,  lo  exercise  it  in  their  behalf.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  Captain  Bell'«  letters,  before  referred 
to,  advising  me  tnal  the  archives  at  St  Augustine 
Tvere  pickid  and  culled,  to  be  eonv^ed  away,  I 
forthwith  wrote  him,  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1821.  the  letter  herewith  enclosed,  marked  C, 
of  wnich  the  following  is  an  extract : 

"I  have  this  moment  received  your  several  let- 
ters of  the  3Ist  July  and  4th  August,  with  their 
enclosures,  and  regret  that  the  shortness  of  time 
will  not  permit  me  to  answer  in  detail.  On 
the  subject  of  the  archives,  1  will  barely  draw 
your  attention  lo  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
with  Spain,  according  to  which  all  archives  or 
documents  directly  relating  to  the  property  or 
Bovere^nty  of  the  country  are  to  be  delivered  by 
her.  You  will,  therefore,  forthwith,  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  this,  if  not  already  in  possession  of  them, 
take  them  into  your  possession,  and  place  them  in 
the  bauds  of  the  alcalde  for  safe-beeping,  and  who 
ought  to  be,  like  every  other,  a  sworn  officer  under 
the  Government,  and  not  a  Spanish  officer  owing 
no  allegiance  to  the  United  Stales.  All  papers 
and  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  cabildo, 
and,  of  course,  in  the  possession  of  American  and 
not  Spanish  functionaries,  are  to  be  retained,  and 
none  of  them  permitted  to  be  culled  and  taken 

'      "    "'  "n  ^tified  with  the  friendly  ezpres- 

.i,.ij.  .*  a.    * — ustine,  but  am 

y  mistaken  the 


of  ibe  cabildo  of  Sl  Ausnstine,  but 
'n  find  they  have  so  entirely  mistaken  .  _. 
if  the  proclamation.    Nothing  conid  be 


sorry  to  find  they  have  si 


more  absurd  than  that  Spanish  officers,  a«  such, 
should  administer  the  Government:  The  true 
meaning  is,  that,  whenever  the  incumbent  will 
take  the  oath  Co  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  abjure  that  of  S^io,  and  take 
the  oaths  of  office,  be  shall  be  continued  therein. 
That  part  of  the  proclamation  which  enjoins 
fidelity  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
would  otherwise  be  nonsense;  and  (be  Govern- 
ment has,  at  all  times,  the  power  to  remove  or 
dismiss  him,  and  supply  his  place;  but  this  will 
not  be  done  uolew  it  be  found  that  he  is  incompe- 
tent to  his  trust,  or  nnfailhfal;  and,  whenever 
either  is  the  case,  ibis  power,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public,  ought  to  be  exercised." 

Having  previously  addressed  Captain  Bell  a 
letter  on  the  13th  of  Aueust,  1B21,  a  copy  of 
which  is  enclosed,  marked  D,  and  forwarded  it  to 
him  by  Mr.  Bird,  attorner  for  the  United  States 
in  East  Florida,  I  was  gratified  to  find,  from  his 
answer,  that,  before  the  receipt  of  either  of  my 
communiuiions,  himself  and  Mr.  Worthington 
bad  taken  tha  steps  necessary  to  preserve  the 


archives,  and  extend  to  the  people  of  Bast  Florida 
(hat  protection  which  was  secured  and  guarantied 
to  them  under  the  treaty. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  the  archives  inj 
documents  relating  to  the  property  and  sovereignty 
of  the  PJoridas  were  to  m  transferred  with  the 
country,  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  the  irestj, 
and  that  Governor  Coppinger  had  been  ordered  to 
deliver  those  in  East  Florida,  what  indignatioa 
must  fill  every  honest  and  honorable  breast  wboi 
we  learn  from  the  letter  of  the  keeper  of  then 
papers  at  St.  Augustine  that  he  claims  them  is 
private  property,  which  he  had  acquired  bf  pur- 
chase? From  whom  could  this  purebase  ban 
been  made?  Prom  the  King?  Nojbeeansehe 
had  stipulated  to  surrender  them,  with  the  cwb- 
try,  to  the  American  authorities.  If  bought  at  ill, 
it  must  have  been  effected  with  the  execntivt 
magistrate  of  the  province.  In  either  event,  it 
must  have  originated  in  the  grossest  corrapCiiM, 
and  was  rendered  null  and  void  by  the  treaty  In- 
twecn  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

Although  Don  Joaquin  de  Andnaga  has  takn 
occasion  to  heap  upon  me  the  most  illiberal  and 
indecorous  epithets,  he  is  challenged  to  snbitaAti- 
ate  a  single  instance  in  which  mysdf,  or  thoM 
acting  under  me,  baveaot  scrnpnlonsly  executed 
every  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain. 

It  appears  that  the  Minister  of  Spain  cossideis  I 
his  sovereign  as  having  been  insulted  in  Ibe  p»- 
son  of  his  commissary.  Colonel  CoppiBger,  at  the 
time  the  seizure  of  the  paperswase^tcd;  he  in-  ' 
sists  that  Colonel  Coppinger  was  entitled  to  all 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  pubUc  officei 
of  Spain,  m  consequence  of  his  being  recognised 
as  such  in  doing  and  ttanssciiog  Kisiaess  with 
Captain  Bell.    The  fact  was,  that  Captain  Bed 
was  not  vested  with  any  diplomatic  or  commit-  | 
sariai  powers,  and  any  such  recognition  on  bii 
part  was  as  inefieciual  as  it  was  withoat  anihoriti. 

By  turning  to  the  act  of  cession  executed  tj  i 
Colonel  Butler  and  Jose  Coppinger,  it  will  be  dis- 
tinctly seen  that  neither  of  tnote  fersoaa  retaiitd 
any  powers  as  commissioner  after  the  dmte  of  iha 
instrument.  Ifihiswaslhecase,it must beeqnaUj  ' 
evident  that  neither  Captain  Bell  nor  Mr.  Wonk- 
ington  could  have  possessed  such  powers  at  ikt 
period  to  which  the  Spanish  Minister  has  nllodcd. 
Colonel  Jose  Coppinger  being  the  camnandcr-iii- 
chief,  and  Governor  tx  offeio  over  Bast  Floridt.  , 
he  was  charged,  under  the  treaty,  with  the  driirtn  | 
of  the  country  and  ihe  withdrawal  of  the  Spuifl 
troops.  The  moment  these  duties  were  perfonned. 
both  his  and  Colonel  Butler's  powers  as  comnu!- ' 
sioners  ceased.  This  event  io<^  place  on  the  IM  I 
July,  1831,  when  the  Spanish  authorities  ceaxl 
the  exercise  of  their  functions,  as  is  demonsiraR^ 
by  the  followingextract  from  the  act  of  cession: 

"  There  has  been  veriBed,  at  four  o'clock  of  ik 
evening  of  this  day,  the  complete  aad  pemjsil 
delivery  of  the  fortifications,  and  all  else  of  i^ 
aforesaid  province,  lo  the  commissiotiers,  offiMR- 1 
and  troops  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  c>n«- 
quence  tbneof,  having  embarked  for  tbe  Hbt*b*  | 
the  military  and  civil  officers  and  Spaatsh  troofs 
in  the  American  tranqions  provided  for  this  pi- 
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fxne,  ihe  Spanish  aathotities  haring  tbia  momeot 
tasti  the  exerciM  of  their  funcUooa,  and  thoM 
■ppoiDlrd  by  the  Americaa  CioTeniiiieDt  haring 
bejnia  theirs,"  iui. 

The  suireDder  of  the  proTineea  had  been  com' 
pleied,  Bad  the  occasioa  which  created^  commis- 
jioDen  ceaaed  to  exist.  The  auiboritj'  and  troopa 
of  Spain  were  wiihdiawD,  and  the  Uoited  St«t«i 

fiiineDtiiBand  nghirul  posceHion  of  [be  country. 
tie  liz  months  had  also  transpired  within  which 
the  Ireaij  provided  the  tranuer  of  soTereiffDty 
should  be  raade,  as  well  as  tbe  evacuation  of  all 
the  Spanish  officers  within  the  Floridas.  Colonel 
CoppiDger,  remaining  after  the  occurrence  of  these 
events,  could  no  longer  be  considered  as  entitled 
to  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  public  agent: 
he  could  only  be  viewed  as  a  Btransei,  permitted 
la  reside  in  the  Floridas.  "ameikabTe  to  the  com- 
mon  judicial  tribunals,  out  who,  coaformablv  to 
the  Spanish  laws  existing  before  the  cession  of^the 
proviace,  would  have  been  liable  to  removal  from 
It,  ot  (o  imjwisonmenl,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Crovernor,  for  the  mere  act  of  being  there." 

These  disclosures,  I  hope,  will  exempt  me  from 
the  criminal  charge  which  Don  Joaquin  de  An- 
duaga  has  preferred  against  me.  of  having  tram- 
pled upon  the  law  of  nations  ana  Ihe  law  of  every 
civilized  country.  If  the  detection  of  treachery 
and  prevention  of  fraud,  tbe  security  of  the  rights 
of  the  citizen,  and  a  scrupulous  adherence  to  the 
articles  of  the  treaty  which  both  Governments 
were  sacredly  bound  to  fulfil,  are  to  be  considered 
altocitiea,  I  have  to  observe  that  I  glory  in  the 
charge,  and  give  this  further  assurance — that  it  is 
tbe  course  wliich  I  shall  always  pursue.  1  would 
mquire  of  ibis  Ministei  whether  the  law  of  nations 
protects  the  agents  of  Spain  in  the  open  violation 
of  the  treaty,  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  the 
orders  of  their  OoTemment  1  Does  Ibis  law  sanc- 
tion the  non-compliance  with  the  most  solemn 
oigagemenls,  by  which  the  rights  of  individuals 
were  to  be  sacrificed,  by  depriving  them  of  those 
erideacea  of  property  stipulated  to  be  delivered 
over  with  the  countrv  ceded  ?  If  so,  then  Is  every 
treaty  a  perfect  mocsery,  and  tbe  law  of  nationa 
becomes  tbe  authority  for  every  species  of  fraud 
and  corruption.  Goppinger  and  Callava  might 
not  only  have  canieo  away  all  the  archives  of  the 
country,  but  also  the  negroes,  or  moveable  prop- 
erty, aod  their  agency  would  have  secoted  them 
from  merited  punishment. 

To  tbe  remark  of  the  Spanish  Minister,  "  that 
the  more  my  conduct  is  considered,  the  more  evi- 
dent it  is  that  my  sole  object  has  been  to  insult 
Spain,"  I  have  lo  observe,  in  repiv,  that  il  is  u 
just.  I  challenge  Don  Joaqaiu  de  Anduaga 
establish  the  fact  necessary  to  authorize  such  a 
coucluston.  If  I  know  myaelf,  I  can  declare,  with 
the  utmost  confidence,  that  I  have  never  enter 
tained  aay  thing  like  national  antipathies,  am 
that  my  conduct  on  no  occasion  has  ever  been  in 
fluenced  bj  such  baae  and  uomBol]r  considerations 
All  the  measures  of  my  administration,  whilst 
Ctovernor  of  the  Floridas,  were  fouuded  upon  the 
pfiuciplea  of  justice,  Ihe  object  of  wbicb  was  to 
lecure  to  the  UnitM  Slates,  and  the  people  who 


of  the  ceded  provinces,  those  rights 
which  were  guarantied  to  tbem  under  tbe  cession, 
and  which  the  officers  of  Spain  had  wantonly  riola- 
ted, in  contravention  of  the  treaty, the  posiliveordeia 
of  their  superiors,  and  their  own  solemn  pledcca 
and  engagemenla.  The  virtuoos  and  hoaonble 
Spaniard  claims  the  same  share  of  my  respect  and 
confidence  as  the  citizens  belongiog  to  any  other 
nation.  I  rejoice  in  the  regeneration  of  Old  Spain, 
and  in  theindependenceof  the  American  colonies^ 
and  hope  that  both  may  free  themselves  from  that 
misrule  and  oppression  with  which  tbey  have 
been  cursed  for  centuries  pant  under  former  QoT- 
eroments. 

The  language  used  throughout  the  letters  of  ibe 
Minister  oT  Spain,  and  the  charges  therm  ooo- 
taiued  in  relation  to  myself,  cannot  but  be  viewed 
as  an  insult  to  my  Ckivernment,  to  the  American 
people,  and  to  the  officer  whom  be  has  endearorad 
to  cover  with  odium  and  disgrace.  Il  is  derogar 
tory  to  that  comity  and  decorum  which  sbooU 


friendly  intercourse  of  nations.  In  reply,  I  confi- 
dently trust  that  tbe  President  of  the  UniMd 
Stales  will  take  such  a  stand  as  shall  secure  the 
respect  due  from  /oreign  Ministers  to  bis  exalted 
station,  to  the  officers  of  the  Government,  and  to 
the  nation  over  which  he  presides. 

It  is  a  subject  of  remark,  that  I  have  been  the 
object  of  Spanish  calumny  and  virulent  animad- 
version ever  since  the  transactions  of  the  Seminole 
war.  This  spirit  of  hostility  is  lo  be  discovered 
in  the  observation  of  Qoveinor  Mahy  u>  Cdonel 
Forbes ;  in  the  letter  of  the  latter  to  the  S 
of  Sute  of  the  SOth  Mav,  1831  j  in  tbe  pi 
Colonels  Coppinger  and  Callava;  and  hi 
ded  all  the  diplomatic  communications  of  Spanish 
Ministers  Bubse))uent  to  the  period  to  which  I  hate 
alluded.  Although  such  a  course  is  insulting  to 
myself,  lo  the  Executive,  and  to  the  Amoicait 
people,  I  have  never  deemed  it  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  ioduce  me  to  complain. 

FeeUng  a  confidence  in  having  always  dis- 
charged mv  duty  whilst  in  the  service  of  my 
country,  I  disregarded  the  abuse  and  vituperation 
of  Spanish  agents,  from  a  belief  that  my  QoveiB< 
ment  would  vindicate  its  honor  and  di«iity:  tbis^ 
1  flatter  myself,  will  yet  be  accomplished  in  due 
time.  A  considerable  portion  of  my  life  has  been 
devoted  to  the  happiness,  honor,  and  glory  of  my 
country;  and  when  my  conduct  has  met  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Government,  I  have  a  right  to 
expect  that  it  will  resist  any  attempt  to  sunder 
my  reputation.  Notwithstanding  I  solicit  the 
moat  free  and  unrestrained  investigation  into  aU 
[he  measures  of  my  public  life  by  mose  to  whom 
I  am  responsible,  it  is  conceived  that  the  same 
latitude  should  not  be  granted  to  the  Minisiers  of 
foreign  Powers:  such  an  interference  is  rude  and 
indecorous,  and  should  be  resented  on  all  ptopv 
occasions.  This,  it  is  believed,  is  not  due  lo  me 
alone,  but  to  tbe  President  and  the  nation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  great  respect,  &c. 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Hon.  J.  a  Adahb,  Ste'iT,  o/SaU. 


iepi«teMsol 
d  has  perra' 
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Omeral  Jacktoa  to  Cap(ain  BtU. 

PsNaACOu,  Stptenber  1,  1621. 

Sir:  I  hare  ibia  raoineiit  received  yarn  several 
letters  of  the  Slst  July  and  4th  August,  with  their 
enclosurei,  and  regret  that  the  shortness  of  time 
wiU  not  permit  me  to  aoswer  in  detail.  On  the 
subject  of  the  archjres,  I  will  hardy  draw  your 
attention  to  the  seootid  article  of  the  treaty  with 
Spain,  according  to  which  all  archives  snd  docu- 
ments directly  relating  to  the  properly  oi  sovei^ 
eignty  of  the  coontry  are  to  be  delivered  by  her. 
Yoa  will,  therefore,  forthwith,  on  the  receipt  of 
this,  if  not  already  io  possession  of  them,  take 
them  into  your  poMeasion,  and  i^ace  them  in  the 
hands  of  the  alcalde  for  safe-keepiDg,  and  who 
ought  to  be,  tike  every  other,  a  sworn  officer  under 
the  Oovernment,  and  not  a  Spanish  officer  owing 
no  allegiance  to  the  United  States.  A\l  papers 
and  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  cabitdo, 
and,  of  coune,  in  the  possession  of  American  and 
not  Spanish  fuucliauaties,  are  to  be  retained,  and 
none  of  them  permitted  to  be  culled  and  taken 
away. 

I  am  gratiied  with  the  friendly  expressions  of 
the  cabildo  of  St.  Augustine,  but  am  scury  to  find 
ihey  have  so  enrirety  mistaken  the  sense  of  the 
proclamation.  Nothing  could  be  more  absurd 
than  that  Speaish  officers,  as  such,  should  admin- 
ister th«  Ghtvermnent.  Tne  true  meaning  is,  that, 
whenever  the  incumbent  will  take  the  oath  to 
support  the  Conslitation  of  the  United  States,  and 
abjure  that  of  Spain,  and  take  the  oaths  of  office, 
he  shall  continue  therein.  That  part  of  the  pro- 
clamatkm  which  enjoins  fidelity  to  the  Gorern- 
ment  of  the  United  States  would  otherwise  be 
nonsense;  and  the  Qovernor  has,  at  all  times,  the 
power  to  retmjve  or  dismiss  him,  and  supply  his 
place;  bat  this  will  not  be  done  unless  it  be  found 
that  he  is  incompetent  to  his  trust,  or  unfaithful; 
aad,  whenever  either  is  the  case,  this  power,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  piMic,  ought  to  be  exercised. 

]  have  read  Mr.  Fitche's  report  to  you,  and  ha»e 
dlsoorered  that  be  has  viewed  the  constitution  of 
Spain  aa  in  full  force  in  the  Floridas.  This  is 
not  the  fact.  On  the  4ih  May,  1814,  it  was  an- 
nulled, and  every  act  and  decree  passed  in  punu- 
BQce  of  it  declared  illegal  and  void.  It  was  never 
re-estaUishKl  until  1820,  af^er  the  Floridas  had 
bean  ceded  to  the  United  State*.  Of  courw,  Spain 
coald  not  legiriaie  for  a  country  not  her  own. 
The  first  act  after  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Cortes  was  to  recommend  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  cession ;  and  no  decrees  of  the  Cortes 
were  ever  immulgated  in  the  Floridas  unlit  after 
■he  ratification  of  the  trentv.  It  would  be  strange, 
indeed^  if  Spain  could  legislate  foe  a  country  whose 
soveieigntv  and  property  had  passed  out  of  her 
hands.  The  act  of  Congress  for  the  occupation 
of  the  Floridas.  and  my  proclamation,  will,  I  think, 
ctetrly  alHiW  that  the  Spanish  constitution  was 
not  taken  into  view.  They  are  precisely  simitar 
to  those  which  preceded  the  occupation  of  Lou- 
iiiaoa.  Besides,  the  eonstitulion  merely  provides 
for  &  form  of  gorernment,  of  which  ibe  judiciary 


is  a  part,  and  a  part  which  cannot  be  separated 
without  being  imperfect ;  and  even  this  jtidieiary 
was  never  established  in  the  Floridas  b^  decree  of 
the  Cortes,  not  to  speak  of  its  entire  incompati- 
bility whn  lb«  nature  of  our  Constitution  and 
Qoveramept.  The  naepe  circnmatanee  of  nnitinf 
in  the  same  person  the  diflereni  offices  of  captain 
eeneral,  intendant,  and  provincial  covcmor,  and 


powers  of  the  existiog  officera  shall 
be  exercised,  shows  that  there  was  no  intention  to 
pursue  the  Spanish  plan  of  government. 

The  ordinances  heretofore  sent  you  are  intended 
to  distribute  and  organize  a  government,  aroroxi- 
mating  as  nearly  as  praelicable  to  that  of  Spain, 
and  formed  out  of  the  powers  with  which  the 
Spanish  officers  were  clolhed.  ll  moat  be  borne 
in  mind  that,  although  Spanish  laws  and  usages 
are  in  "force,  excepting  so  far  as  they  may  be  eX' 
prexsly  altered,  yel  the  Spanish  Goremmeni  bai 

Mr.  Fitche's  ideas  as  to  Ibe  powersof  the  judge 
appointed  by  the  President,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
cairytng  into  efiect  the  acts  extended  over  the 
Floridas,  arc  correct;  but  the  judge  can  exercise 
no  other  powers,  unless  specially  given  him  by  the 
instructions  of  the  President.  Such  instrocliMis 
have  not  been  given,  and  I  doubt  very  much  whe- 
ther the  President  could  legally  give  them.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  person  eiercising  the  powers 
of  the  Governor  of  Bast  Florida  can  eierctie  all 
the  powers  exercised  under  Ihe  King  of  Spain  at 
the  time  the  country  was  ceded.  The  Governors 
of  the  Floridas  exercised  Judicial  powen  as  late 
as  the  10th  July,  ISSO.  This  wax  up  to  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  Cortes,  and  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty ;  and,  to  the  very  delivery  of  the  conniry, 
admiralty  jurisdiction. 

On  the  subject  of  the  archives,  I  have  again  to 
repeal  ihat  you  wilt  take  them  into  your  ehat^. 
Governor  Coppingw*s  power?  having  ceased  wHk 
the  delivny  of  the  country,  he  cannot  be  ct»> 
sidered,  as  respects  the  United  States,  any  move 
than  any  other  individual.  He  is  not  recog- 
nised in  any  official  capacity ;  he  has,  thei^ca«, 
no  right  to  demand  any  papers  in  the  posaessioa 
of  the  United  States  omcets,  or  lo  h^d  any  offi- 
cial correspondence  on  any  subject  atiring  since 
the  delivery,  by  which  act  his  official  charicto-, 
as  to  US,  ceased  ;  and  even  the  subjects  of  difier- 
ence  which  arose  before  the  delivery  were  refeired 
to  the  respective  Governments. 

Captain  Willis  is  now  here,  on  his  way  to  St. 
Augnstine ;  but,  fearful  of  not  being  able  to  reach 
that  place  before  the  second  Monday  in  ihb  pre- 
sent month,  be  has  therefore  halted,  to  hear  Scimb 
Jou  whether  the  clnk's  office  for  the  coonty  of  St. 
ohn  is  kept  open  for  htm,  If  it  is.  he  will  repair 
there  as  soon  as  advised  of  it  at  this  ptaee ;  and 

Sm  will  please  to  address  him  to  the  care  of  Cmrj 
ieholas,  postmaster,  Peasacola. 
Ob  the  subject  of  Indian  agent,  I  have  this  day 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  ibar 
subject, enclosiog  Mr.  Pennier's  letter  to  h(m,aitd 
Mr.  Deztet's. 
Should  you  Icnow  where  Mt.  P«iaier  is,  plcKse 
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to  infonn  him  that  I  btre  been  mitliig  for  him 
to  report  to  me  in  person,  and  that  I  hare  a  tetter 
from  the  Treasury  Depsrtmoit  for  him. 
]  sm,  with  sealunenU  of  reipect,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Ootumor  of  Florida,  ^ 
Captain  John  R.  Bell. 


the  ap|K)intaent,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  aiiomey  for  East  Florida. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  ii4s. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Gaeemor  Jackson  ta  Wm.  G.  WorthitiffUm,  or  Captain 
J.  R.  BtU,  exercitinfi  the  pmctra  of  tht  Govemor  of  s 
Edit  Florida.  .  1 1 

pENBicoLi,  Augutt  13, 1831.      \  of  my  GoverQinent  on  the  doubts  arising  oa  (be 


Sm:  Ob  the  2eth  ultimo  I  despatched  an  e 
press,  Captain  Honfaam,  to  yoo,  with  sondry  ordi- 
nances that  l^foand  it  necessary  to  adopt  for  the 
better  otganiaalioa  of  tlK  Floridas ;  the  ordi- 
□aoces  are  onl^  a  declaratioa  of  what  ihe'Span- 
isb  law  really  is,  and  what  its  operations  under 
the  Cortes  wonld  have  been ;  the  constitution  of 
Spain  proTiding  for  the  trial,  by  jury,  in  criminal 
cases,  atlhoogfa  never  extended  to  the  colonies, 
becatt^e  the  treaty  ceding  the  Floridas  was  oon- 
chided  before  the  constitulion  was  adopted  and 
carried  into  execution  in  Spain. 

When  I  took  possession  here,  I  found  nothing 
bnt  an  alcalde,  which  was  filled  by  a  Spanish 
mUitary  oflScer,  who  coald  not,  therefore,  hold  it 
under  our  Qoremment.  I  appointed  an  alcalde, 
Jod^  Braekenridge,  in  whose  custody  all  archive* 
reeeiTcd  were  placed.  Finding  that  a  oabitdo  had 
once  existed  here,  I  ordained  tne  re-ettablishmeni 
of  it  in  that  of  a  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city, 
adding  a  board  of  health  to  it ;  and  there  being 
no  judge,  1  created  a  coanty  court,  with  the  pow- 
ers that  this  court  would  have  held  imder  the 
constitDtion  of  Spafo,  and  that  of  the  United 
States. 

Colonel  Bntler  reached  me  on  the  Sth  instant, 
and  reports  timt  he  found  at  St.  Augustine  an 
alcalde,  a  cabildo,  and  a  judge,  all  in  operation. 
This  will  aflbrd  yon  great  teUef  in  carrying  into 
eSect  the  ordinances  sent  you  by  Captain  Han- 
bam.  In  every  instanefl  where  the  incumbents  in 
office  will  lake  the  tteeessary  oaths  of  office,  and 
are^  in  von r  opinion,  of  good  moral  cbaracter,  and 
fit  for  tne  office,  you  will  cootiane  them.  I  have 
found  bnt  few  here  of  the  Spanish  inhabitants 
that  would  accept  an  office  under  our  Goreni- 
meat,  not  haring  detemiaed  of  themselTes  whe- 
iher  ihey  will  beconte  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  and  believing  that  takmg  an  oath  of 
office  would  be  considered  their  election  to  be- 
come cidzens,  they  have,  in  oMst  instances,  re- 
fased. 

It  is  necessary,  on  the  change  of  ^vemment, 
that  all  officers  who  are  to  execute  it  under  the 
United  States  should  take  the  necessary  oaths  of 
office,  and,  when  this  is  refused,  yoo  will  fill  (he 
-vacancies  thus  occasioned  by  new  appoinlments, 
eren  when  the  old  incumbents  will  remain,  and 
especially  in  the  tatter  case;  for,  as  Spanish  offl' 
cera,  they  cannot  execute  the  government  under 
the  United  States. 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Mr.  Bird,  who  has 


I  answ»  your  esteemed  note  of  yesterday,  as- 
luinr  your  SLxeellency,  as  I  mentioned  in  my  let- 
r  of  the  19(h,  (hat,  until  I  received  the  answer 


delivery  of  the  public  archives  relating  to  the  it 
dividual  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  prov- 
ince, and  on  which  I  have,  on  this  date,  written 
for  Inforokauon,  they  shall  not  be  removed  from 
this  place,  and  shall  remain  precisely  as  ihef  ara. 
I  shall  likewise  remain  here  until  this  point  is 
decided,  as  well  as  that  on  the  artillery,  on  whtck. 
I  have  made  my  report;  and,  in  the  meautimB, 
have  formed  an  exact  inventory  of  the  dooomeatB: 
contained  in  these  archives. 


Extract  from  CdemA  Btiiltr's  UtUr  to  Jose  CoppingtT^ 
Governor,  §c.,  daitd 

JiTNE  26, 1921, 
The  subject  of  the  archives  relating  to  indi- 
vidual properly  I  consider  perfectly  imdersloodi 
between  us,  and  will,  therefore,  remain  silent  on 
that  head  unlil  you  receive  the  further  insinic- 
tions  of  your  Government  in  relation  thereto. 

EsOnet  frota  Coioi^  BvOa'i  ItOer  to  Ootnur  <kp- 
pii»fftr,  vhkh  vat  pmiioattd  vpon  it^maation,  n^ 
eemd  co^deBtiaUjh  thai  a  larpt  ptrtiai  of  tbt. 
orAiDU  nbaiHff  to  priwU  proptrtj/ van  pae/ui  Uf: 
for  msorol  to  Cuba,  daitd 

JcLY  3,  1821. 

Thai  a  more  parfeci  understanding  should  «ist 

between  us  in  relation  to  the  arobives  which  are 

embraced  by  the  treaty  of  cession,  and  relating  to 

individual  property,  is  the  object  of  this  aommi>- 


I  should,  upon  mature  reflection,  consider  myself 
wanting  in  my  duty  lo  the  inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince, who  are  about  to  become  citizens  of  my 
Government,  if  1  withheld  any  statement  in  rela- 
tion to  the  archives,  which  might  lead  to  the  re- 
moval of  any  document  that  would  be  of  impwU 
ance  to  their  security,  and  which  my  Government 
coUNdets  as  included  in  the  Ireaty.  Tbe  follow- 
ing records  ate  deemed  indispeBsable  to  this  ob- 
ject, viz :  the  royal  or  other  orders,  authoriz{ii|; 
the  Govemoi'  of  this  province  to  issue  grants  foi 
land!,  lots,  or  squares  ^  the  evidence  of  indemnity 
offered  by  Great  Britain  to  her  subjects,  who 
mi^hi  leave  their  property  in  this  province  and 
retire  to  her  territory,  after  the  cession  of  Spain ; 
the  proclamation  of  the  Spanish  autborilias,  oall- 
-  those  individuals  to  come  and  dispose  of 
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^Dil  Kcofds  of  all  ^Dla  made  in  the  pTorinee, 
«ilber  by  His  Caibolic  Majesty,  the  Captain  Gen- 
eral of  Cuba,  or  the  Governora  of  lbi«  province. 
respectively  ;  the  origiual  records  relating  to  all 
trials  and  decisioos  erabracine  individual  pro- 
perty} and  the  original  record  relating  to  ibe 
-execution  of  wills  and  administratioo  of  estates. 

The  foregoias  eiplaoation  is  given  to  show 
you  wEat  I  am  bound  to  consider  as  the  archives 
lelatine  to  individual  properlv,  and  which  are 
not  to  be  removed  from  this  place  until  the  deci- 
mon  is  had  on  the  subject  by  our  respective  Gov- 
ernments. 

Thi  aamtr  by  GwentOf  Copf^/ngtr. 

The  note  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  send 
me  yesterday,  in  order  to  point  out  which  are  the 
records  comprehended  in  the  treaty  of  cession,  and 
sp{)ertatniiie  to  private  [Hoperty,  \  hare  duly  ei- 
kmin^,  and  have  to  answer  thai,  confining  my- 
self to  a  compliance  with  the  treaty  and  the  orders 
of  my  GoTemment,  (which,  he  infonned  Colonel 
Butler  verbally,  prevented  him  from  delivering 
the  archives,)  their  literal  sense  is  the  only  guide 
to  my  endeavor  in  the  execution;  and  when  any 
doubts  arise,  I  consult  them  wilti  that  frankness 
necessary  to  ascertain  my  course,  and  warrant  my 
ranwDsibiliiy. 

Thus  actuated,  I  early  informed  your  Excel- 
lency of  the  measures  which  I  had  taken  with  re- 
spect to  the  public  archiTes,  or  escribano  office,  or 
records  bearing  on  private  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  provioce — measures  to  which  your 
Excellency  was  pleased  to  accede. 

It  now  appears  that  your  Excellency  advances 
pretensions  to  other  documents  that,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  are,  according  to  my  conception,  excluded 
from  the  delivery.     1  do  not  comprehend  the 

Sound  upon  which  you  found  your  demand ; 
erefore,  and  in  order  to  report  to  my  Govern- 
ment, by  the  earliest  opportunity,  that  it  may  de- 
cide with  yours  on  these  points,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  on  those  others  in  question,  your  Bxaelleocy 
will  excuse  my  not  entering  into  particular  obser- 
Tations  on  each  of  them. 


&irad  of  Cdond  Btitier't  amwtr,  daUd 

Jdly  5, 1821, 
In  answer  to  the  note  of  yesterday,  which  your 
Excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me,  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  only  ground 
assumed  on  my  part,  in  making  the  communica- 
tion of  the  3d  instant,  was  that  of  the  faithful 
pnformance  of  my  duty  to  my  Gbvernment,  and 
the  individuals  who  are  about  to  become  citizens 
thereof;  and  I  did  not  expect  you  to  enter  into 
particular  observations  on  the  subject  of  that  let- 
ter, but  I  wished  to  give  you  timely  information 
of  what  documents  I  considered  (o  l»e  the  archives 
in  our  arrangement,  and  would  be  esteemed  under 
the  treaty  sufficient  to  ^aranty  the  possersion  of 
the  inhabitants  in  iheir  property,  and  that  they 
might  not  be  removed  until  the  decision  was  had 
oo  the  subject,  when  1  could  adopt  such  further 


measure*  as  are  warranted  by  my  ia- 
Btmctions. 

If  I  comprehend  yonr  Eieelleaey  aright,  it  is, 
that  you  will  communicate  a  copy  of  that  letltr 
to  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba. 

ExiToa  of  Coimd  BaOer't  later  to  Captam  J.  X. 

Bell^dated 

St.  AvotiBTiNE,  Jvip  11, 1821. 

The  forgoing  extracts  are  given  yon  as  the 

evidence  of  the  actual  situation  of  the  arehitei 

relating  to  private  property,  and  the  decision  of 

the  Oovemment  of  the  Uoiled  States  must  deler- 


£e. 
Colond  BtUltr  to  Gaitral  Jaduon. 

Hebmitaoe,  Jamiary  21,  1832. 

SiB :  On  reading  the  correspondence  betweei 
Colonel  Forbes  and  the  Captain  General  of  Cutn, 
I  find  a  promise,  on  the  pari  of  the  latter,  thai  the 
Governor  of  East  Florida  would  be  ordered  to 
deliver  over  the  archives  to  the  American  authori- 
ties; and  this  duty  not  having  been  pafonned,  I 
consider  it  proper  to  advise  you  that,  in  the  okMitli 
of  June  last.  Colonel  Coppinger,  late  Governor  of 
East  Florida,  stated  to  me,  in  a  coofemce  had 
on  the  subject  of  the  delivery  of  the  areUves  re- 
lating to  individual  property,  (hat,  as  an  indi- 
vidual, he  believed  they  shoold  be  given  over  to 
the  United  States,  hut  that  his  orders  prevented 
him  from  turning  them  over.  1  mentioned  id 
him  that  I  had  heard  a  report,  as  a  leaaon  for  not 
turning  them  over,  that  it  would  be  to  the  interest 
of  the  United  States  to  destroy  them ;  uid  re- 
marked, that  I  regarded  not  the  source  from 
whence  it  came,  as  it  could  alone  spring  &om  the 
most  wicked  and  unprincipled  heart.  Aa  iheR 
appears  an  abaeuce  at  good  faiih  in  the  executioa 
of  the  late  treaty,  I  give  you  this  information  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Government 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 
Ijiie  Contmcmdtr  ia  Eatt  Fiarida. 

Mr.  WortAinffton  to  Qeaeral  Jaehon. 

St.  AuonaTiNB,  iVoMjafier  9,  1821. 

Sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  highly  esteemed  favor  of  ue  IM  ul- 
timo ;  its  delay  may  be  accounted  f<»  from  this 
remark  on  the  envelope:  "Mixsent  to  and  for- 
warded from  Washington  City,  October  34, 1821." 

Your  approbation  of  my  humble  but  honest 
exertions  to  anticipate  and  fulfil  your  intentions 
in  the  or^nization  of  this  GoverniDenl,  1  receive 
with  sentimenls  of  no  ordinary  sensibility.  1  as- 
sure you  I  had  difficulties  to  contend  with,  which, 
had  tney  assailed  me  from  a  legitimate  quarter,  I 
should  not  have  valued  them  "  a  pin's  poioi  f 
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bnl,  coming  from  a  point  of  the  horizon  where  1 
looked  for  ODtyinTJgoratiiig  and  cheering  soDsbiDe, 
it  vas  pecaliarip  calenlated  to  dimiiiish  and  eaer- 
TKie  mjr  powen  and  official  weight.  I  uw  the 
whole  lit  poller  with  regret,  hot  not  dismay.  I 
was  determiiiea  the  Spaniards  shoal d  not  see  and 
Iriumph  in  the  spectacle  of  the  Americans  quar- 
relling among  tbemselves.  Under  the  blessings  of 
Heaven,  I  felt  I  could  weather  the  storm,  and  I 
was  conscious  of  your  support.  Yourletierbrfore 
me  ha*  shown  I  was  not  mistaken. 

The  a&ir  of  the  Govern menl-house  is  hand- 
somely settled,  as  you  will  see  by  my  correspon- 
dence, predicated  on  your  opinion,  with  Colonel 
Eustis,  marked  Nos.  1,  S.  To  show  you  that  I 
w«s  uniforn  in  mjr  sentiments  respecting  the  her- 
moDf  which  ought  to  exist  between  the  civil  and 
military  authorities,  (of  your  high  encomium  of 
which  I  am  proud,)  I  enclose  you  two  letters 
marked  Nos.  3,  4.  1  would  indeed  give  a  roass  of 
pirate  evidences  of  this  matter,  but  I  take  my 
teare  of  it,  I  hope  forever,  and  sincerely  pray  your 
pardon  for  beinff  so  troublesome  on  such  an  anair. 
1  thank  yOD  lor  your  advice  on  my  probable  io- 
tereoune  with  the  Indians ;  I  shall  be  governed 
by  it  literally.  I  incfflid,  if  practicable,  to  prepare 
a  splendid  talk  for  them;  but  they  shall  understand 
two  things,  at  least,  very  distinctly :  the  non- 
DBtire*  must  return  amont^l  the  Creeks;  and  the 
natives,  if  they  stay  in  Florida,  must  be  concen- 
tnted. 

I  sincerely  hope,  sir,  that  the  visit  of  vourself 
and  family  to  Teuaessee  will  be  as  agreeaola  as  it 
ia  no  doubt  judicious ;  and  as  for  myself  1  will 
endeavor  to  merit  the  additional  proof  of  confi- 
dence which  you  bare  reposed  in  me  during  your 
temporary  absence.  Should  vou  pay  us  a  visit 
here,  we  will  try  to  make  the  oest  fixture  we  can  ; 
bat  ihe  yellow  fever  has  sadly  cut  us  up ;  even 
now  it  rages ;  Qod  knows  when  it  will  stop ;  the 
first  btacK  frost,  tber  say,  is  a  certain  bar  to  it ; 
that  maynot  come  till  JanuHtv,  if  tben.  Yesterday, 
at  my  room,  in  the  shade,  tne  thermometer  stoou 
at  72 ;  this  is  aa  cool  as  we  have  had  it ;  at  one  P. 
a.  I  put  it 
^65,  so  thai 
get  [id  of  this  plagi 

1  will  now,  sir,  take  leave  to  lay  before  you  the 
remainder  of  the  proceedings  respecting  our  taking 
poasemioD  of  the  archives,  &c. ;  they  are  marked 
No.  5.  Any  further  course  which  you,  or  the 
Oorernmeni  at  Washington,  may  direct  concem- 
in|;  them,  1  will  adopt ;  and  in  the  interim,  if  any 
thing  shall  suggest  itself  to  me  as  necessary  to  be 
done  in  the  itemises,  I  will  progress  in  iL 

The  ex^^ovemor,  Coppinger,  like  his  compeer 
CalJara,  I  see,  by  a  Cnarleston  paper,  publishes 
the  proceedings  as  an  "outraee."  Nobody  who 
knoTTS  the  Spaniards,  as  the  President,  yourself, 
and  many  olners  of  our  countrymen,  will  pay 
niacli  atlentioQ  to  those  sorts  of  appeal.  But,  un- 
tbrtaoatdy  for  persons  in  public  stations  who  get 
iitio  disputes  with  them,  too  many  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  lake  sides  with  them  becanae  they  know 
:bing  about 
s  probable : 


may  follow  the  example  set  at  Pensacola,  and 
publish  a  statement  of  the  transaction. 

As  to  myself,  I  inleoded  to  do  what  was  right 
and  proper,  and  hope  my  proceedings  may  meet 
your  approbation.  My  fortune  amongst  the  Span- 
iards, on  both  sides  of  the  equator,  has  been  to  in- 
cur their  dislike  and  hostility;  yet,  1  trust,  not  of 
the  good,  libeial,  and  high-minded,  on  either  side. 
JadgeDuval  and  Mr.  Maekley  have  not  yet  arrired- 
With  respect,  &c. 

W.  G.  D.  WORTHINGTON, 
Seentary  and  Acting  Governor  of  E.  F. 
His  Exc'y  Andrew  Jackson, 
Gmemar  of  Eatl  tmd  Wat  Florida. 

Mr,  lUynoldi  to  Gmtrai  Jackioo. 

St.  AoODeTiNE,  Nov.  13, 1821. 
The  other  documents  referred  to  by  Qovertior 
Worthingtoo  cannot  be  forwarded  by  this  mail, 
as  much  of  our  time  mast  be  necessarily  devoted 
to  the  sick,  Ihe  dying,  and  the  dead.  His  Excel- 
lency residing  in  the  island,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  distant,  prerents  me  from  giving  him  this  in- 
formation previous  to  the  departure  of  the  mail. 
But  being  desirotis  that  nothing  which  is  in  readi- 
ness should  be  delayed,  I  send  you  this  letter  to 
the  commissioners,  (No.  6,)  upon  their  having 
closed  the  examination  of  archives  and  documents, 
&C.,  as  far  os  was  practicaUe  under  the  circnm- 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
WM.  REYNOIJia, 
PHvaU  SterttoTf. 
Hit  Bx'cy  Ahdbew  Jxcxboh, 
Govtnur  of  the  FUrtHia. 

No.  5. 


3t.  AnansTiNB,  JVop.  7,  1831. 

Gentlbuen  :  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
additional  report  of  the  5th  instant  on  yesterday 
erening,  on  tne  subject  of  the  records  and  archives. 

I  felicitate  you  on  the  conclusion  of  the  difficnlt 
and  laborious  duties  which  it  was  deemed  neces- 
sary to  assign  to  you.  which  you  so  cheerfully  un- 
dertook, an  dso  faithfully  have  discharged.  1  have 
been  an  eye-witness  to ibeopen  and  assiduous  man- 
ner in  which  you  conducted  the  investigation,  and 
hare  no  doubt,  when  the  voluminous  mass  which 
you  hare  transmitted  shall  be  criticised,  it  will 
prore  to  be  an  honest  and  able  examination. 

Withoot  detracting  from  the  other  commission- 
ers, I  must  be  permitted  to  pay  a  particular  com- 
pliment to  the  President,  wno,  during  the  whole 
tedious  inquiry,  while  the  epidemic  raged  in  this 
city,  with  the  most  assiduous  punctuality,  presided 
at  the  board.  I  know  the  various  duties  of  Col- 
onel Forbes  and  the  sickness  of  Mr.  Law  prevented 
them  giving  such  full  attendance  as  thejr  otherwise 
would  have  done.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with 
tbem  and  the  whole  board.  You  will  be  pleased 
to  present  my  respects  to  the  secretaries,  Messn. 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


APPENDIX. 

Spain — iUJwry  qf  tht  fhridat. 


Betfaam,  Guy,  Lynch,  uid  Reynolds,  for  the  faitli- 
ful  discharge  of  their  duties. 

And  Dow,ffeatleineD,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
notwilhitandiDg  ibe  clamor  which  has  beeo  raised 
OQ  a  similar  proceeding  respecting  the  archives  al 
PensBcola,  and  erea  agaiost  the  afl&ir  here,  you 
have  condacted  and  finished  this  commission  m  a 
manner  to  challenge  the  approbation  of  every  dis- 
iDteiested  and  honest  American  in  oqt  country, 
and,  I  hope,  even  of  every  unprejndiced  Spaniard, 
who  possciises  one  spark  of  true  CaKtilian  honor  and 
sincerity.    With  great  respect,  &«. 

W.  G.  D.  WORTHINGTON, 
Sterttarp  and  AeUng  Governor  of  E.  F. 

John  R.  Bell,  James  Q.  Fobbes,  and  Edmund 
Law,  Esqs, 

Es^raao/alaUTfiromGetKralAndraeJadaonlotht 
StfTfiaTy  of  State. 
Hebuitaoe,  near  Nashville. 

Janwiry  31,  1823. 
EiMlo*ed  I  send  you  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
ColoDel  George  Walton,  Secretary  of  West  Floi^ 
ida,  and  charged  with  exercising  the  powers  of 
QovMnor  of  the  nme,  in  my  absence,  with  its  en- 
closure. Having  received  from  the  Pretident  of 
the  United  States  his  letter  tearing  date  the  31st 
December  last,  poet-marked  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, the  9lh  instant,  notifving  me  that  mr  re- 
signation was  accepted,  forecloses  me  from  giving 
to  Colond  Wallonuiy  instructicns officially,  and 
I  have  thought  proper  to  refer  him  lo  the  President 
for  directions  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued 
w-ith  re^d  to  those  SpBoish  officers.  Colonel 
Coubn  IS  father-in-law  to  John  Innerarity.  Guil- 
lemard  is  a  very  base  and  treacherous  man,  being 
the  same  who  piloted  the  British  up  Bayou  Bien- 
renue  in  the  year  1815,  then  an  officer  of  Spain, 
when  the  attempt  was  made  upon  New  Orleans 
by  General  Palienham. 


the  certificate  of  Mr.  Henry  Wilson,  a  man  of  re^ 
spectability,  that  goes  to  show  the  fraudulent  prac- 
tices committed  by  the  officers  of  Spain,  with 
a[ard  to  land  titles  in  the  Ftoridas,  and  forcibly 
ds  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  rule  I  have 
heretofore  recommended,  of  appointing  none  to  the 
office  of  commissioners  lor  the  abjudication  of  land 
titles  in  Florida  but  those  of  honesty,  itilegrity, 
and  entirely  disinterested.  Should  this  rule  not  be 
adopted,  great  frauds  will  be  imposed  upoa  the 
United  States. 


Extraa  of  a  UUtrfnm  CoUmd  Gtorgt  WiUUm,  See- 
ntary  of  West  Florida,  and  ixerciiing  tJu  dviia  of 
QwraoT  oflht  sime,  lo  General  Jackton,  dated 
JAHnABT  7, 1822. 
A  few  days  aso,  two  of  the  Spanish  officers, 
Colonel  Marcos  de  Villiers,  generally  called  Col- 
onel Conlon,  and  Amaldo  Guillemard,  arrived 
here  in  a  vessd  fVom  Havana.    It  w«g  first  inti- 
mated lo  me  that  they  had  resigned  their  commis- 


sions in  the  Spanish  service;  bui  when  amsted 
bv  my  order,  and  brought  before  me,  they  deeltred 
they  had  come  with  the  intention  of  asking  pet- 
mission  to  attend  in  person  to  the  settlement  of 
their  private  a&in,  and  the  removal  of  their  fami- 
lial. They  solemnly  declared  that  tbey  had  not 
returned  in  defiance  of  the  proclamation,  which 
they  had  promptly  obeyed,  and  that  the^sre  ready 
to  submit  themselves  to  any  order  which  should 
be  taken  in  their  case.  For  the  present,  I  ordoed 
them  into  confinement;  but  the  calaboose  be- 
ing in  no  condition  to  receive  them,  (for,  ex- 
cepting the  officers'  room,  it  has  no  fire  place,} 
and  as  Coulon  is  a  very  old  man,  and  his  wife  at 
this  time  extremely  ill,  1  thought  it  best  to  confine 
them  in  their  own  houMs.  The  situation  of  cid 
Coulon  was  uich  that  it  would  have  been  cruel  to 
cotifine  him  in  the  dungeon  with  the  common 
malefactors ;  and  1  could  not,  with  propriety,  make 
dislinctioB  with  respect  to  GuillvniBrd.    They 


then  presented  the  enclosed  memorial,  in  which 
they  throw  tbemsdve 


the  mercy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

After  these  concessiono,  and  the  humble  man- 
net  in  which  tbey  sue  to  be  permitted  to  remaiD, 
1  waewell  convinced  tbatyoa  would  hare  granted 
them  the  indulgence  they  prayed  for.  Bat,  ludv 
my  instructions,  although  a  state  of  thin^  was 
presetted,  bv  the  returuog  sense  of  propriety  ob 
the  parlof  tnese  people,  different  from  wlvtiseoa- 
templaied  in  these  instructions,  yet  I  did  not  con- 
sider myself  tnthorized  to  go  any  farther  than  to 
continue  them  in  the  sBmeconflnetnent  imda  fur- 
ther orders.  I  was  well  convinced  that  while,  oa 
the  one  hand,  yon  were  determined  to  cause  the 
Government  provisionally  establiahed  aver  these 
provinces  to  be  respected  Dy  every  one  living  oa- 
der  it — and,  as  far  as  you  were  concecBed,  to  came 
the  simulations  of  the  treaty  to  be  enforced— yet 
1  also  knew,  IVom  the  magnanimilv  of  yoot  dino- 
sition,  that  you  would  instantly  refeni  on  the  Brsl 
manifestation  of  respect  to  the  Government,  and 
submission  to  its  determinations.  This  course, 
however,  was  notadopledbjr  me  until  af^ec  consnt- 
tation  with  Colonels  Fenwick  and  Clinch,  Major 
Denhins,  and  Judge  Bnckenridge,  who  all  con- 
curred in  the  opinion  that  this  was,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, the  most  proper. 

The  sixty  days  in  the  case  of  Innerarity  having 
expired,  application  was  made  for  execotion,  as 
nothing  had  been  oflered  by  him  in  the  mean  time 
on  any  claims  put  in  by  creditors.  He  had  got 
the  papers  on  his  receipt,  as  bad  been  eostomary, 
and,  when  called  upon,  I  found  he  was  disposed 
to  try  his  old  tricks;  on  which  I  had  a  notice 
served  upon  him  to  show  cause  at  deren  o'clock 
this  day  why  an  attachment  should  not  ivue.  I 
had  determined  lo  commit  him  instantly  if  the 
papers  were  not  then  produced,  and  to  keep  him 


last  night  A  long  memorial  by  Mr.  Acre  was 
presented,  praying  a  review  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ings ;  but  I  shall  pay  no  attention  to  it,  and  will 
now  proceed  forthwith  to  compel  the  payment  of 
the  money. 
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I  loim  from  St.  Augusiiae  thai  ibe  splendid 
talk  alluded  to  in  my  U*t,  bas  entiiely  failea,  from 
the  unaccountable  and  sin^lar  circumstance  of 
theie  being  no  Indiana  to  lutea  to  it,  as  none  at- 
teoded  OD  the  oecation,  although  a  coniiiderable 
concourse  of  whites,  who  had  assembled  on  the 
beautiful  plaioa  of  Atlatbua,  wailed  impatiently 
sereral  days  for  their  artival. 

Colond  Walton  to  Colxmd  CUadt. 

pENSAGOLA,  Jattuary  21, 1822. 
3is:  I  have  to  reqoett  that  yoD  will  direct  that 
Hich  poTtion  of  the  troops  usoef  yeur  cotnmaDd 
as  may  be  necessary  shall  be  furnished,  to  carty 
into  enect  the  proclamalion  issued  by  General 
JacksoQ  in  Septeatber  last,  requirioB  thedepwture 
of  certain  Spanish  officer*  from  the  Floridas — two 
of  the  officers  named  in  that  proclamation  havlDg 
returned  to  this  city  without  permission. 

I  have  ibe  honor  to  be  your  obedient  serTant, 
GBORQB  WALTON, 
Secr'y  tff  Wtd  Florida^  AeUng  Gotemor. 
Colood  D.  L.  CuHOB, 

g  the  pent  of 


To  Captain  Wii-aoK,  the  Officer  of  the  day: 

Yon  BK  ha^by  commanded,  forthwith,  to  ap- 
prehend aikd  bring  before  me,  at  the  Executive 
chambers,  Marcos  de  Viltierstod  Arnaldo  Guille- 
mard,  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to 
law,  for  the  coiklempt  and  disobedience  of  a  cer- 
tain proclamalion  issued  by  his  Excellency  Gea~ 
eral  Andrew  Jackson  od  the  29tl>  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1821  requiriog  the  said  Marcos  de  ViUiers 
and  Arnaldo  Guillemard  to  withdraw  themselves 
fro  ID  the  Floridas. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  prirate  seal,  (there 
being  no  seal  of  officef)  this  2d  day  of  January, 
1822,  at  Pensacola,  in  the  proviitce  of  West 
Flonda. 

GEORGE  WALTON, 
Ski's  °f  **'«*'  Fli"*ia,  Jetmg  Governor. 
By  the  Acting  Governor ; 

SAMUEL  FRY,  Frivaie  Seerttary. 

BxGccTivE  Cbaubebb,  Penbacola, 
Janmry  2,  1822. 
Marcos  de  ViUiers  and  Arnaldo  Guillemard 
harinc  this  day  been  brought  before  George  Wal- 
ton, &q.,  Secreury  of  We>t  Florida.  aniTAciing 
GoTerntv  of  the  same,  by  virtue  of  nis  warrant, 
that  they  might  be  dealt  with  according  to  law  for 
the  contempt  and  disobedience  of  a  certain  {woc- 
lamation  issned  by  his  ElxceUency  Major  General 
An4nw  Jachson  on  the  29th  day  of  September, 
1821,  reqnirmg  the  said  Marcos  de  Villieis  and 
Arnaldo  Gaillemard  to  withdraw  ihemselre*  fiom 
the  Floridas,  and  having  been  required  to  ^how 
cause  why  they  should  not  be  committed  to  prison 
for  the  aaid  contempt,  were  heard  by  counsel ;  and 
his  Excellency  the  Acting  Governor,  not  being 
fully  advised  as  to  the  matter  offered  by  them  in 
exeuaa  of  their  retain  to  this  province,  granted 


further  time  to  the  said  Marcos  de  Villim  and 
Arnaldo  Guillemard,  until  to-monow  at  10  o'clock 
in  the  forenoon,  to  show  further  cause,  dbc. ;  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  they  were  ordered  to  consider 
themselves  under  arrest,  and  confined  to  their  own 
houses  by  parole  of  honor. 


To  Hit  EaceOmcvGeorffe  Walton,  Gowmor  of  the 
Floridat,  ifc.  T?ie  mcBioriat  of  Mareot  da  FSlUn 
and  AnutMo  QuiHemard  retpeetfvUy  nprtatntt: 
Tbat  your  memorialists,  with  other  Spanish 
officers,  were,  by  the  proclamation  of  his  Excel- 
lency Andrew  Jackson,  Governor  of  the  Florida*, 
issned  on  the  39lh  of  September  last,  ordered  to 
quit  the  Floridas  within  three  days  thereafter,  for 
reasons  therein  assigned.  That  yoor  memorial- 
ists, in  obedience  to  the  said  proclamation,  with- 
drew from  the  said  provinces^  and  repaired  to  the 
island  of  Cnba;  and  that,  after  being  there  some 
time,  they  found  themselves  compelled,  from  the 
siiQalion  of  their  private  affairs,  and  the  illness  of 
s  part  of  their  families,  to  retom  to  this  counirf. 
That,  in  so  doing,  nothing  was  further  from  their 
intention  than  any  disrespect  to  the  constituted 
anthorities  of  this  province,  whose  determinations 


they  declare  themselves  ready  to  obserre  and  obey 
Ml  long  as  ihev  remain  in  the  same.  But  they '' — 
leave  respectfully  to  represent  thaL  at  the  s 


Li.u.^.  they  are  Spanish  offices;  they  and  ibeir 
families  have  also  been  inhabitants  of  this  country 
for  many  years;  and  that  they  s 


real  and  personal  properly  here  to  a  considerable 
amount.  That,  by  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty, 
the  inhabitants  oi  the  ceded  provinces  who  may 


desire  to  remove  to  the  Spanish  dominiona  shall  be 
permitted  to  sell  or  export  their  effects  at  any  time 
whatever,  without  being  subject  in  either  case  lo 
duties.  Thai  yoar  memorialists  are  desirous  to 
remove  with  iheir  families  to  the  Bpanish*  domin- 
ions; and  that,  unless  permitted  lo  remain  here 
and  superintend  in  person  these  necessary  arrange- 
menU,  they  will  be  exposed  to  serioaa  loas  and 
injnry. 

Yonr  memorialists  therefore  pray  that,  taking 
the  circumstances  into  con*id«ation,  and  espe- 
cially their  solemn  declaration  that  Iheyretnm  not 
as  Spanish  officers,  bnt  as  private  individual*,  on 
private  business,  and  with  every  disposition  to  obey 
and  respect  ihe  existing  aniborities,  they  mar  be 
permitted  to  remain  for  the  purpose  of  lelUing 
their  affairs,  and  """^'"g  the  neceraary  arrange- 
ments for  ihe  removal  of  their  families. 

MARCOS  DE  VILLIERS, 
ARNALDO  QUILLEMARO. 
jANDABr  3, 1822. 


EzBcui 

1  have  maturely  considered  the  manorial  of 
Marcos  de  ViUiers  and  Arnaldo  Guillemard.  Al- 
though  well  satisfied,  from  the  known  magnanim- 
ity of  General  Jackson,  that,  if  he  were  present, 
the  petition  would  be  granted,  yet,  from  the  cii^ 
cnmstances  in  which  I  am  placed,  I  consider  ray- 
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sdf  compelled  to  coatinue  the  preoeni  armt  and 
confiDement  till  further  orders. 

QEORQE  WALTON, 
Sa^ty  0/  Wul  Florida,  Anting  Gowmor. 
A  true  copy  from  the  records: 

SAMUEL  FRY,  Pnvate  Secretary. 

No.  2. 
H.  Wiltm'i  certiJteaU. 

PENiACOLA,  Jamiary  6,  1822. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that,  some  time  last  Spring, 
I  made  a  purchase  of  Henry  Michelet  of  this  place, 
of  a  trad  of  eight  hundred  a rpeots  of  land  oa  the 
Escambia,  accordiog  to  the  plat  of  survey  ac- 
compaoying  the  graut;  and  on  a  view  of  which 
1^1,  (he  grant  was  confirmed  by  the  Intendanl 
GreDCTal  ofHavaaa.  About  two  months  a^o,  har- 
ing  laken  an  American  surveyor  to  examine  the 
lines,  it  was  found  that  ihe  Spanish  suttcv  was  a 
mere  Gclioo,  it  being  absolutely  impossible,  from 
the  nature  of  the  gronnd,  and  the  course  of  the 
river,  to  obtain  a  tract  of  eight  hundred  arpenls 
in  any  way  agreeing  with  the  description  in, the 
plat.  When  this  was  made  known  to  Mr.  Mich- 
elel,  and  he  was  convinced  of  the  fraud,  he  pro- 
posed to  me  to  make  a  survey  of  any  vacant  lands  I 
should  choose ;  that  he  could  have  the  plat  of  (his 
land  withdrawn  from  the  tille-papers,  and  send 
the  new  survey  to  Havana,  and  have  it  certified 

Sthe  surveyor  general,  and  inserted  in  the  place 
the  first.  This  proposal  I  rejected  with  indis- 
nation,  as  dishonorable  to  me  as  an  individuu, 
and  a  fraud  upon  my  Government. 

HENRY  WILSON. 


The  SeerOary  of  State  to  Mr.  WaUm. 
Department  of  State, 
WaiKwigton,  FAruary  22,  1822. 

Sib:  The  Preaidenl  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing received  and  accepted  the  resignation  of  Qen- 
eifil  Jackson  as  Qorernor  of  the  Ftoridas,  I  am 
instructed  to  inform  you  of  his  direction  that  you 
should  continoe  to  exercise  all  the  autboritica 
rested  in  you  by  Oeneral  Jackson  during  his  ah- 
sence  from  the  province,  until  further  provision 
for  the  government  of  the  tame  shall  be  made  by 
Congreu,  or  until  you  shall  receive  further  orderi 
from  the  PreaidenL 

I  have  received  from  General  Jackson  a  letter, 
enclosing  an  extract  of  yours  to  him  of  the  7(h 
of  January  last,  relating  to  the  case  of  the  two 
Spanish  officers,  Marcos  de  Villiers  and  Ar. 
Guillemard,  under  arrest  at  (heir  houses  ft 
turning  to  Pensacola  in  disobedience  to  the 
lamatioD  of  General  Jackson. 

As  it  appears  by  their  memorial  thai  thi 
turned  for  the  settlement  of  their  private  i 
and  the  care  of  their  families,  and  that  they  p 
themselves  to  pay  due  respect  lo  the  laws  a 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Territor; 


I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  with  gnu  re!p«(i,iir 
voDT  very  humble  and  obedient  Bemnt, 

JOHN  QUINCY  M)AU8. 
Geo  ROE  WiLTOif,  Esq., 

Seeratary,  ^.,  of  Wett  FMia. 

The  Secretarji  of  State  to  Dan  Joaquvi  de  isJaoji 

Department  of  State, 

traihivffton,  April  li,  182S. 

Sir  :  In  the  letters  which  I  bad  (h«  honor  of 

writing  you  on  the  2d  of  November  and  SluoT 

Deceinber  last,  you  were  informed  that  a  ddiiiilH 

answer  to  the  complaints  against  cer(ain  jwocsd- 

ings  of  General  Andrew  Jackson,  while  Gotium 

of  Florida,  which  were  coauined  in  «  leiiet  u 

this  Department  from  Don  Hilario  de  Rim  y  Sil- 

mon,  before  your  arrival  in  this  country,  mi  ia 

your  letters  of  the  I8th  and  22d  of  Noremba, 

would  be  given  after  the  substance  of  (hose  com- 

Slaints  should  have  been  made  known  to  Gtnml 
Bckson,  and  his  explanations  of  the  motiTnind 
considerations  by  which  be  had  been  governed,  in 
adopting  the  measures  complained  of,  should  hi't 
been  received. 

In  performing  this  promise,  I  am  commtuided 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  to  repal  lie 
assurance  of  his  deep  regret  that  the  tnojaciicns 
which  formed  the  subject  of  these  compliiils 
should  ever  have  occoned,  and  his  full  conTiciitK, 
upon  a  review  of  all  the  circumsiancB  wii=i 
have  attended  them,  that  they  are  atlribatiblc es- 
tirely  to  the  conduct  of  Ihe  Governor  and  Caouii 
General  of  Cuba,  and  of  ihe  subordinate  oSicen 
of  Spain,  in  evaoing  and  refusing  the  fulfihnoii 
of  the  most  express  and  positive  stipolatioDsrftke 
treaty,  both  of  evacuating  the  province  wiibimii 
months  from  the  exchange  of  the  ratificaiioDs  ol 
the  treaty,  and  ofdelirering  the  archives  and  doen- 
ments  relating  directly  to  ^he  property  and  M?n- 
eignty  of  the  provinces. 

At  the  time  of  the  exchange  of  the  raiificKioK 
of  the  treaty,  your  predeceHsor.  General  Vivpi,  if- 
livered  an  order  from  His  Catholic  Majesty  to  ilir 
Captain  General  and  Governor  of  the  islsod  oi 
Cuba  and  of  the  Floridas,  informing  him  of  ^i 
cession  to  the  Uoited  States  of  that  pail  of  ll' 
provinces  of  which  he  was  the  GoTeniof,th»iT' 
situated  on  tbli  continent,  and  instructing  him 
follows : 

"  I  command  you,  and  ordain,  that  after  the  ia- 
formalton  which  shall  be  seasonablreivea  to  yoo 
by  my  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  BiU- 
ordinary  at  Washington  of  the  iatifieatieiiikaTii( 
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alher  buildings,  which  are  do!  priTate  properly ; 
u  also  the  archive*  and  documeais  which  lelate 
directly  to  ibe  property  and  soveretgDiy  of  the 
nine  two  proviaceii,  b^  jdacioa;  them  at  the  dis- 
posal  of  the  commissann  or  officers  of  the  United 
Stales  duly  aatborized  to  teceive  them." 

This  order,  thus  clear  and  explicit,  was  de- 
spatched, together  with  letters  from  Qeoeral  Vives, 
to  the  Goremor  of  Cuba  and  the  Ploridas,  notify- 
ing faim  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty,  by  ColonelJames  G.. Forbes,  who  was  com- 
missioned "aa  agent  and  commissary  of  the  United 
States,  to  deliver  lo  him  the  royal  order^  to  arrange 
and  concert  with  him,  conformably  to  initractioDS 
eoinniiiteil  therewith,  the  execution  of  the  above 
stipolations,  and  to  receive  from  the  said  Qovernor, 
and  from  any  and  every  penon  pouested  of  the 
■aid  archives  and  documents,  all  and  every  one  of 
the  same,  and  lo  dispose  thereof  in  the  mauDCr 
prescribed  by  his  instraclioos."  Colonel  Forbet's 
anihority,  thus,  was  to  receive  the  documents  and 
archives,  and  to  concert  and  arrange  with  the 
Qovenior  of  the  Floridas  the  delivery  of  those 
I>rovincM,  which  General  Jackson  was  commis- 
sioned  to  receive,  take  possession  of,  and  occupy, 
and  of  which  he  was  Airtho'  commissioned  to  be 
the  Governor  when  surrendered  to  the  United 
States. 

The  royal  order  was  delivered  by  Colonel  Forbes 
10  the  Oovemor  of  the  Floridas,  at  the  Havana, 
on  the  23d  of  April,  1821.  There  has  been  shown 
by  that  Governor  no  cause  or  reason  which  could 
justly  have  required  him  lo  delav  the  delivery  of 
the  documentt  and  archives,  and  toe  arranzem 
for  the  delivery  of  the  provinces,  beyond  tne  1 
of  a  single  week.  There  were  twenty  boxes  of 
those  arcnives  and  documents — tbewbole,  or  with 
very  few  exceptions — the  whole  of  which  ought, 
by  the  positive  siipulalionn  of  the  treaty,  and  by 
the  express  order  of  the  King  of  Spain,  to  have 
been  immediately  delivered  to  Colonel  Forbes. 
Not  one  of  them  was  delivered  to  him,  nor  has 
one  of  them  been  delivered  to  this  day. 

The  orders  for  the  surrender  of  the  provinces 
were  delayed  from  day  to  day,  notwithstanding 
the  urgent  and  continual  solicitations  of  Colond 
Forbes,  for  the  term  of  six  weeks;  at  the  end  of 
which,  to  avoid  further  indefinite  procrastination, 
be  was  eomndled  to  depart  without  receiving  the 
aicfaiTea  ana  docDments,  but  with  repeated  prom- 
ises of  the  Qovernor  that  they  should  be  trans' 
mitted  to  this  Governmeni — promises  which  have 
remained  to  this  day  nnperfcrrraed. 

The  orders  for  the  delivery  of  the  provinces 
thenuelves  were  not  only  thus  unreaaonably  with- 
held, buLwhen  made  out,  though  not  furnished  to 
Coload  Forbes  until  the  last  week  in  May,  were 
made  u>  bear  dale  on  Ibe  5th  of  that  montb.  Nor 


e  made  to  the  commissioners  or  officers  of 
the  United  States  duly  authorized  lo  receive  them, 
the  instruction  lo  the  commaadere  in  Bast  and 
West  Florida  was  to  deliver  those  respective  prov- 
inces to  Colonel  Forbes  himself,  wno  had  from 


the  United  States  no  authority  to  receive  them. 
And  although  expresslv  advised  of  this  fact  fay 
Colonel  Farl>es,  with  toe  request  that  the  orders 
of  delivery  might  be  amended,  and  made  con- 
formaUe  to  the  treaty  and  to  the  royal comra and, 
Oovemor  Mahy  did  not  so  amend  it,  bnt  reduced 
Colonel  Forbes  to  the  alternative  of  submitting 
to  further  delays,  or  of  departing  with  an  imper- 
fect  and  ambi^ous  order  of  delivery  of  WeM 
Florida,  aulhonzio^  its  surrender  to  the  legally 
constituted  auiborittes  of  the  United  Slates  (tlut 
is,  as  Governor  Mahy  well  knew,  to  General  An- 
drew Jackson^  only  in  case  of  any  accident  hap' 
peniog  to  Colonel  Forbes,  whom  he  still  affected 
to  consider,  uotwiibsiandiDg  his  own  express  de- 
claration to  the  contrary,  as  the  commissioned 
agent  of  the  United  Sutes  to  that  effect. 

The  twenty  boxes  of  documents  and  archives 
which  were  at  the  Havana,  as  has  be*n  men- 
tioned, had  been  transmitted  thither  from  Pensa- 
cola,  and  contained  all  the  most  important  records 
of  property  in  West  Florida.  The  poaaesstun  of 
ihem  was  in  the  highest  degree  important  to  the 
United  States,  not  only  as  the  vouchers  of  indi- 
vidual properly,  but  as  protecting  guards  against 
the  imposture  of  fraudulent  grants. 

The  same  persevering  system  of  withholding 
document*  which  it  we*  their  duty  to  deliver  has 
marked,  I  am  deeply  concerned  to  say,  the  con- 
duct of  both  the  commanders  of  Bast  and  West 
Florida,  who  were  charged,  respectively,  to  de- 
liver those  provinces  to  the  United  Slates.  It  is 
to  this  cBcse.  and  to  this  alone,  as  ai)pear*  from  a 
review  of  all  the  transactions  of  which  you  have 
complained,  that  must  be  traced  Ibe  origin  of  all 
those  severe  measures  which  General  Jackson 
himself  was  the  first,  while  deeming  them  india- 
penaable  to  the  discharge  of  his  own  official  du- 
ties, Eo  lament.  Charged  as  he  was  with  the 
trust  of  receiving  the  provinces  in  behalf  of  the 
United  Slates,  of  maintaining  their  rights  of 
property  within  them,  of  guardms-  them  lo  the 
nimost  of  his  power  from  those  frauds  to  which 
there  was  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  they 
would  be  liable,  and  to  which  the  retention  of  the 
documents  gave  so  great  and  dangerous  scope — 
intrusted,  from  the  necessity  of  the  ease,  during 
the  interval  of  time  while  the  general  laws  of  the 
United  Stales  remained  nnextended  to  the  pror- 
inees,  with  the  various  powers  which  bad  untU 
that  time  been  exercised  by  the  Spanish  Gorer- 
nort,  and  which  included  the  administration  of 
justice  between  individuals — it  was  impossible 
that  he  should  not  feel  the  necessiiy  of  exercising, 
under  circumstances  thus  exasperating  and  un- 
toward, every  authority  committed  to  him  by  Ike 
supreme  authority  of  his  country,  to  jweserve  in- 
viotate,  so  far  as  on  bim  depended,  the  intereataof 
that  country,  and  the  sacred  obligations  of  indi- 
vidual right 

In  the  proceedings  connected  with  (he  delireiy 
of  the  (wovinee,  he  had  as  little  reason  to  be  sat- 
isfied with  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Call&va  at 
with  that  of  the  Captain  General.  On  a  plea  of 
indisposition,  that  officer  had,  on  the  day  of  the 
Eurrender,  evaded  the  performance  of  a  solemn 
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lOYtniiM,  which  Qeueral  Jackson  had  considered 
■u  indispensable  preliminary  to  the  aci ;  end  after- 
wards ibe  Colonel  positively  declined  its  fulfil- 
ment. He  hod,  however,  completed  the  surrender 
of  the  proTiQce  wiih  wbich  he  had  been  charged. 
He  had  declined  prodocirig  to  General  Jackson 
any  credential  as  a  commissi  oner  for  performing 
that  act,  but  bad  informed  him  that  be  should 
make  the  surrender  aa  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  prorince,  by  virtue  of  orders  from  his  superior. 
This  serriee  had  been  eonsummaled  i  and  Colonel 
Cftllava,  whom  Oenerai  Jackson  had  formerly 
notified  that  he  had  closed  with  him  his  official 
corrcapondence  forerer,  was  bound,  by  the  special 
stipulation  of  the  treaty,  to  have  evacuated,  as  one 
of  the  Spanish  officers,  the  province  befofe  the 
23d  of  August.  If  General  Jackson  had,  in  cour- 
tesy to  Colonel  Callava,  considered  him,  notwith' 
ataadiog  his  own  disclaimer  of  the  character,  as  a 
comtsiasioner  for  the  deLvery  of  the  province, 
tkoe  can  be  no  pretence  that  b«  was  entitled  to 
speaial  privtl^giea  uoder  it,  after  he  bad  avowedly 
Mrfomud  all  its  duties;  auer  be  had  been  informed 
by  Gknenl  Jftokaon  that  their  official  correspood- 
eoce  was  finally  dosed ;  and  after  the  date  when, 
by  the  positive  engagements  of  the  treaty  wbich 
he  waa  to  execute,  be  was  bound  to  have  departed 
from  the  province.  Prom  the  time  when  his  func- 
lioBi  for  the  surrender  of  the  province  were  dis- 
charged, be  coitld  remain  in  Peaaacola  no  other- 
wise than  as  a  private  nnprivileged  individual, 
amenable  to  the  duly  constituted  American  au- 
thoritiee  of  the  place,  and  subject  to  the  same  con- 
trol (tf  Qeaeral  Jackson  as  a  private  citizen  of  tbe 
United  Stales  would  have  been  that  of  the  Qov- 
emor  of  the  Floridos  before  the  surrender  had 
taken  pUce. 

That  this  was  tbe  opinion  of  Colonel  Callava 
himself,  and  of  his  friends  who  applied  to  Judge 
Fromentio  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  rescue 
him  from  the  arrest  under  which  be  was  placed 
by  tbe  order  of  General  Jackson,  is  apparent  from 
their  condoct  on  that  occasion.  It  is  stated  by 
Judge  Fratnentin  that,  before  grantiog  the  sup- 
posed writ  of  habeas  corpus,  be  required  that  Col- 
onel Callava  should  enter  into  a  recoguiiance  for 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  with  two  securities,  each 
for  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars:  the  con- 
dition of  wbich  recognizance  was,  that  Colonel 
Callava  should  personally  be  and  appear  before 
the  Jadgo  of  the  United  States  for  West  Florida, 
&c.,  wkesever  required  so  to  do ;  tliat  be  should 
not  depart  from  tbe  city  of  Pensacola  without  tbe 
Ica-ve  of  the  said  court,  nor  send  away,  remove,  or 
atbarwJM  dispose  oi,  unknown  to  the  said  court, 
any  of  the  papers  in  ^luestion.  It  was  only  upon 
lh«  promise  of  hia  friends  that  this  recognizance 
•boald  be  executed,  that  Judge  Fromeniin  con- 
■cnted  to  issue  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  and  this 
recognizance  renounces,  in  fact,  every  pretension 
of  exentption  from  the  judicial  authority  of  the 
country,  and,  consec|UMitry,  of  the  diplomatic  priv- 
ileses  of  a  commissiooer. 

ft  has  been  seen  that  the  most  important  docu- 
meats  relating  to  tbe  {nopeny  of  West  Florida 
had  been  transmitted  to  the  Havana;  therti  re- 


of  judicial  records,  relating  to  the  titfi 
vidua]  property.  Some  of  these  Colonel  Callt?a 
did  deliver  up  with  the  province;  otheii,of  the 
same  description  and  character,  indispeasable  hi 
the  administration  of  justice  in  the  proviDcr,  and 
useless  at  the  Havana,  whither  it  was  his  inia- 
tion  to  have  transported  them,  were  rata ined—aoi 
in  his  possession,  but  in  that  of  Don  DomingD 
Sousa,  a  Spanish  officer,  who,  by  the  stipolitiDg 
of  the  treaty,  ought  also  to  have  ueparted  fcom  itie 
province  before  the  2Sd  of  AugusL 

The  day  immedintdy  preceding  thai  diu,ibe 
alcalde  of  Pensacola,  at  the  snit  of  a  womu  in 
an  humble  walk  indeed  of  life,  but  wboK  iiftiU 
were,  in  the  eye  of  General  Jackson,  eqaallTOi- 
titled  to  bis  protection  with  those  of  the  higbEsi 
rank  or  the  most  commanding  opulence,  hsd  rep- 
resented to  him  that  a  number  of  documents  l>^ 
longing  to  tbe  alcalde's  office,  and  relating  to  a- 
tatea  at  that  place,  and  to  suits  there  msuuiud, 
were  in  the  possession  of  Domiiigo  Soosi;  thai 
tbe  necessity  for  obtaiotug  poseesaioa  of  those  doc- 
uments was  urgent,  and,  Uerofore,  he  requested  ik( 
Governor  to  authorize  some  one  to  make  a  tegniu 
demand  for  them,  and  to  asceruin  what  they  iren, 
Ghtvemor  Jackson,  accordingly,  forthwith  coa- 
missioned  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory,  the  al- 
calde of  Peuacola  himself,  and  the  clerk  gf  the 
county  court  of  Escambia,  to  proceed  to  ibeifwdl- 
ing  or  Sousa  to  make  demand  of  all  saehnpers 
or  documents  belooging  to  the  alcalde's ofin  as 
might  beinbispossessioD;  and,  iacaseafSatni's 
refusal  to  exhibit  or  deliver  the  same,  imioediitd; 
to  report  the  fact  to  him  (the  Goveimor)  in  writiiig- 
These  commiasioneiB  the  next  day  reported  loibi 
Governor  that  they  had  examined  ihe  papers  inclie 
possession  of  Sousa ;  that  they  bad  fouod  amoof 
them  four  sets  of  papers  of  the  kind  wbieb  b^ 
longed  to  the  office  of  the  alcalde,  and  amoag 
them  those  in  which  the  woman  from  whooi  ike 
first  applicaiioD  had  proceeded  was  inlereswd; 
that  they  bad,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  dt- 
manded  of  him  the  delivery  of  those  docmneiits, 
which  no  private  individual  had  a  right  to  keep, 
as  thej  related  to  the  rights  of  persona  holding  ti 
claiming  property  in  the  province,  but  tbacSMaa 
had  refused  to  deliver  them,  allying  that  be  mi 
but  tbe  servant  of  Colonel  Callava,  aod  eoold 
not  deliver  them  without  bis  order.  In  the  tniu- 
aciioDs  of  Sousa,  cm  this  occasion,  is  maaiTntcd 
tbe  same  consciousness  that  Ibe  claim  of  difdo- 
malic  privilege,  set  up  by  Colonel  Callan  id 
screen  him  from  the  operation  of  tbe  anlhoritr  of 
Governor  Jackson,  was  withont  foundation;  fcr, 
although  he  refused  to  deliver  up  the  papers  cos- 
formably  to  the  Governor's  command,  he  snhoiil- 
ted  to  the  examination  of  them  by  the  commis- 
sioners, in  obedience  to  the  same  aolfaoritv;  sod, 
though  he  declined  receiving  from  them  toe  leiiR 
demanding  the  delivery  ol  tbe  papers,  heiold 
them  thai,  to  relieve  himself  from  the  rtspoosi- 
bility  of  keeping  them,  he  should  deliver  them  lo 
Governor  Callava  himself.  They  were  scconl- 
ingly  sent  to  the  house  of  Colanel  Callava.  snJ 
put  into  the  possession  of  bis  steward,  Fulnnt 
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It  is  clear,  howerer,  that,  if  the  papers  while  in 
Sousa'*  poaessioD  were  privilegea  from  being 
delivered  ap  at  the  comnund  of  GoverDor  Jack- 
SOD,  they  were  equally  privil^ed  from  eiamiaa- 
(ion  by  the  tame  authoritjj  and.if  thev  were  not 
lawfully  screened  from  his  process  in  toe  cnstudy 
of  Soosa,  they  could  not  be  made  so  by  remoTlng 
them  to  the  house  of  Coloael  Cellava.  The 
IiQtb  is,  that  the  removal  of  the  documents  at 
that  time,  and  in  such  a.  manber,  was  a  high  and 
aggravated  contempt  of  the  lawful  authority  of 
toe  Governor.  It  not  only  claimed  for  Colonel 
CallaTa  diplomatic  immuniliesj  but  assumed  that 
he  was  still  the  Governor  of  ihe  proviDce,  and 
that  Sousa  was  amenable  for  his  conduce  ooly  to 
him.  Colonel  Callava  mighi,  on  the  same  pre- 
Wnce,  have  retained  the  whole  body  of  the  Span- 
ish officers  and  troops  under  his  command  at 
Peniacola,  and  inaisled  upon  exercising  over  tbem 
all  his  eztin^ished  anttKirity  ea  Governor  and 
CoRunandei'-ui-chief  after  the  31«t  of  Angust,  as 
he  could  to  exercise  any  official  authority  within 
the  province  over  Domingo  Sousa,  or  to  extricate 
him  from  the  lawful  jorisdieilon  of  Governor 
Jackson. 

It  is  under  these  circoinstBDCes  that  the  sobae- 
quent  measures  of  Governor  Jackson  are  to  be 
considered.  He  immediately  issued  an  aulhorily 
to  Colonel  Robert  Butler  and  Colonel  John  Mil- 
ler to  setie  the  body  of  Sousa,  together  with  the 
pa^s,  and  to  brinE  them  before  him,  that  Souaa 
might  answer  such  inlerroga tones  as  might  be 
be  pnt  to  him,  and  t;omply  with  such  order  and 
decree  loucbing  the  said  documents  aod  records 
as  the  rights  of  the  individuals,  secured  to  Iheui 
by  the  treaty,  might  require,  and  the  joslice  of 
Ibe  ease  might  demand.  By  virtue  of  this  order. 
Sousa  was  brought  before  Governor  Jaekaoo,  and 
again  recognised  the  authority  under  which  he 
was  taken, liy  answering  the  interri^galaries  put 
to  him.  But  he  had  already  put  the  papers  and 
documents  out  of  his  possession  ;  and  thus,  aa  far 
as  was  in  his  power,  baffled  the  ends  of  justice, 
and  set  at  defiance  the  lawful  authority  of  the 
Governor. 

In  this  tiansaccioQ,  Colonel  Cal lava  was  avow- 
edly the  principal  agent ;  and,  altogether  unjusti- 
fiable as  It  was,  wbaiever  consequences  of  incon- 
venieaee  to  himself  resnlted  from  it,  most  be  im- 
puted to  him.  It  was  an  undisguised  eflbti  to 
ptostrale  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in 
the  province^  nor  had  Qovernor  Jackson  any 
other  alternative  to  choose  than  tamely  to  see  the 
sucereign  power  of  hb  country,  intrusted  to  him, 
trampled  under  foot,  and  exposed  to  derision  by 
a  foreigner,  remaining  there  only  upon  his  sufier- 
ancej  or,  by  Ihe  vigorous  exercise  of  hisauihority. 
to  vindicate  at  once  the  rights  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  just  claims  of  individuals  to  their 
protection. 

Governor  Jackson  could  consider  Colonel  Cal- 
lava  in  no  other  light  than  chat  of  a  private  indi- 
vidual, entitled,  indeed,  as  Ihe  officer  of  a  foreiffn 
Poirer,  to  courtesy,  but  not  to  exemption  from  tlie 
process  of  ihe  lnw<  Notwilbatanding  his  improper 
coadoct,  Governor  Jacksoo,  in  the  first  instance, 


authorised  Colonel  Butler  and  Dr.  Brouangh,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Braekenridge,  the  alcalde,  to 
wait  upon  him  and  his  steward^  and  demand  from 
them  the  specified  papers,  which  Sousa  had  de- 
clared, in  hi3  answer  to  the  interrogatories,  to  have 
been  delivered  to  the  steward  at  Governor  Cal- 
s  house.  It  was  only  in  case  of  the  refusal 
to  give  up  the  papers  that  the  order  extended  to 
eizure  of  the  person  of  Colonel  CiUava,  that 
ight  be  made  to  appear  before  Gavernor  Jack- 
,  to  answer  interrogatories,  and  to  abide  by  and 
perform  such  order  and  decree  as  the  justice  of  the 
ease  might  demand.  This  demand  was  accn^- 
'igly  made;  and  although  at  the  first  moment 
iremptorily  refused,  yet,  upon  Colonel  CalUva's 
iiag  informed  that  his  refusal  would  be  consid- 
ered as  setting  at  defiance  the  authority  of  the 
Governor  of  the  Floridas,  and  of  the  consequences 
to  himself  which  must  ensue  upon  bis  persisting 
therein,  be  desired  to  be  furnished  with  a  memo- 
randum, setting  forth  the  documents  required ; 
which  was  accordiogly  done.  But  when  the  de- 
livery of  the  papers  was  agaiu  demanded  of  him, 
he  repeated  Ihe  refusal  to  deliver  them,  and  at- 
tempted both  lo  avoid  the  personal  approach  of 
Colonel  Butler  and  Dr.  Bronaugb,  and  lo  exhibit 
a  resistance  by  force  of  arms  to  the  executi<m  of 
the  Governor's  order.  And  it  is  not  a  little  re- 
markable that,  among  the  persons  who  appeared 
thus  arrayed  against  the  authority  of  the  United 
Slates,  to  accomplish  the  denial  and  removal  of 
tbe  papers,  was  a  man  against  whom  the  most 
important  9f  those  papers  were  judicial  decisions 
of  Governor  Callava  himself,  in  behalf  of  the  or- 
phan children,  for  the  establishment  of  whose 
riehtij  they  were  indispensably  necessary,  and  at 
WDose  application  they  bad  been  required. 

Standing  thus,  in  open  defiance  to  Iheoperatton 
of  the  law.  Colonel  Callava  was  taken  before  the 
Governor ;  and  there  refusing  to  answer  the  inter- 
rogatories put  to  him,  and  asserting  tbe  groundless 
pretension  of  answering  only  as  a  commissioim', 
and  by  a  protest  against  the  acts  of  the  Governor, 


tbe  next  day,  a  search  warrant  for  the  papers  was 
issued  by  the  Governor,  upon  which  they  were 
actually  obtained,  and  directed  to  be  delivered  to 
the  alcalde ;  whereupon.  Colonel  Callava  was 
immediately  released. 

In  all  these  proceedings  you  will  perceive,  sir, 
that  not  one  act  of  rigor,  or  even  of  disoourtety 
towards  Colonel  Callava,  wasauthorized  bv  Oov- 
emor  Jackson,  which  was  not  indispensaUy  ne- 
cessitated for  the  maiutenance  of  his  authority, 
and  tbe  discharge  of  his  official  duty,  by  the  un- 
justifiable and  obstinate  resistanee  of  Colonel 
Gal  Lava  himself. 

On  a  review  of  the  whole  trantactions,  I  am  in- 
structed by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
■ay  that  he  considers  tbe  documents  in  question 
as  among  those  which,  by  the  stipulation  of  the 
treaty,  ought  to  have  been  delivered  up,  with  (he 
province,  to  the  authorities  of  the  United  Slates; 
that  they  were,  on  the  28d  of  August,  when  in 
.L ■__  jjf  Doniingo  Souta,  within  the  jn- 
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risdiction  of  the  United  Sutei,  and  subject  to  the 
control  of  their  Goveraor,  aciing  in  hu  judicial 
capacity,  and  liable  to  be  compulsiTelr  [uoduced 
by  his  order ;  cbat  the  removal  of  ihem  from  the 
possession  of  Souiia,  after  the  Governor's  order 
to  bim  to  deliver  them  had  beea  terved  u^n  him, 
could  Dot  withdraw  them  from  the  juTisdiclion  of 
Qovernor  Jacksoo,  and  was  a  high  and  aggra- 
vated outrage  upon  his  lawful  authority  ;  thai  the 
impriBonment  of  Colonel  Callava  was  a  necessary 
(though  by  the  President  deeply  regretted)  conse- 
quence of  his  obstinate  perseverance  in  refusing 
to  deliver  the  papers,  and  of  his  unfounded  claim 
of  diplomatic  immunities,  and  irregular  exercise 
even  of  the  authorities  of  a  Governor  of  Florida, 
after  the  authority  of  Spaio  in  the  province  had 
been  publicly  and  solemnly  surrendered  to  the 
United  Sutes. 

That  the  documents  were  of  the  description  of 
those  which  the  treaty  had  stipulated  should  be 
delivered  up  with  the  province,  is  obvious  from 
the  consideration  of  their  character,  Tbey  re- 
lated to  Ibe  property  of  lands  in  the  province. 
They  were  judicial  records,  directly  affecting  the 
rights  ofperaoasremaiaingm  the  province — rights 
which  could  not  be  secured  without  them — rights 
over  which  the  appellate  tribunal  of  the  Governor 
of  Cuba,  to  which  Colonel  Callava  proposed  to 
remove  the  papers,  henceforth  could  nave  no  au' 
thority  or  control,  they  bavins  become  definitively 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 
The  only  reason  assigned  by  Colonel  Callava  for 
the  pretension  to  retain  them  is,  that  the^  related 
to  the  estate  of  a  deceased  Spanish  officer,  and 
had  thereby  been  of  the  resort  of  the  military  tri- 
bunal. But  it  was  for  the  rights  of  the  living, 
and  not  for  the  privileges  of  the  dead,  that  the 
documents  were  to  operate.  The  tribunal  of  the 
Captain  General  of  Cuba  could  neither  need  the 
production  of  the  papers,  not  exercise  any  au- 
thority over  the  subject-matter  to  which  they  re- 
lated. To  have  transferred  to  tbe  island  of  Cuba 
a  question  of  litigated  property,  conceroing  land 
in  Florida,  between  persons  all  of  whom  were 
living,  and  to  remain  in  Florida,  would  have  been 
worse  than  a  mockery  of  justice.  Indeed,  Mr. 
Salmon,  in  his  note,  appears  to  have  been  aware 
of  the  weakness  of  this  allegation ;  declines  the 
discussion  of  the  question ;  and,  in  justification 
of  the  refusal  of  Colonel  Callava  to  deliver  up 
the  documents,  merely  reats  its  defence  upon  the 

Eles  that  the  papers  had  not  been  demanded  of 
im  officially.  It  has  been  seen  that  Colonel 
Callava  bad  no  official  character  which  could 
then  exempt  him  from  (he  compulsive  process  of 
the  Governor.  But  Mr.  Salmon  alleges  that  the 
Spanish  constitution,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  separates  the  judicial  from  tbe  Execu- 
tive power  exercised  by  the  Governor  or  Captain 
Geoeral  of  a  province. 

Neilha  the  Coustilulion,  nor  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  exeepting  those  relating  lo  ihe  re- 
venue and  iu  collection,  and  to  the  dave  trad& 
had  at  that  time  been  extended  to  Florida ;  and 
as  little  bad  tbe  Spanish  constitution  been  intro- 
duced there,  in  point  of  fact,  however  it  might 


have  been  proclaimed.  But.  be  this  as  it  onajr, 
the  case,  in  relation  to  whicn  the  documents  re- 
quired in  the  case  of  Vtdal  had  been  drawn  up, 
and  were  needed,  wa.i  one  of  those  which,  under 
(he  Spatiish  constitution  itself,  remained  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  Governor.  This  is  de- 
clared by  Colonel  Callava  himself  on  the  third 
observation  of  tbe  appendix  to  his  protest,  tr&OB- 
mitted  with  the  letter  of  Mr.  Salmon.  It  is  the 
reason  assigned  by  him  for  having  withheld  those 
documents  from  the  alcalde.  And  one  of  them 
was  a  judgment  rendered  by  Colonel  Callava 
himself,  after  the  lime  when  the  proclamation  of 
the  Spanish  constitution  in  tbe  province  is  allcg' 
ed  to  have  been  made.  The  cause,  therefore,  was, 
on  every  hypothesis,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Governor ;  the  papers  were  indispensable  for  the 
administration  of  justice  in  the  cause;  and  when 
once  applied  for  by  a  person  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  them,  it  was  the  duty,  the  inexorable  dotf, 
of  Governor  Jackson  lu  put  forth  all  the  aotharitf 
vested  in  him  necessary  to  obtain  them. 

Nor  less  imperative  was  his  obligation  to  punish, 
without  respect  of  persons,  that  contempt  of  his 
jurisdiction  which  was  manifested  in  Ihe  doubte 
attempt  of  Colonel  Callava  to  defy  his  power  and 
to  evade  the  operation  of  ils  process. 

With  regard  lo  the  proclimalLan  of  Gencnl 
Jackson  of  tbe  29ih  of  September,  comniandiag 
several  Spanish  officers,  who,  in  violation  of  the 
stipulation  in  the  treaty,  had  remained  alPeuM- 
cola  after  the  expirationof  Ihesixmonlhsfrom  the 
day  of  the  ratification  of  tbe  treaty,  to  vritUnw 
within  four  days  from  ibe  Floridas,  which  foniw 
Ihe  subject  of  complainl  in  your  letter  of  tbe  18th 
of  November,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  say  that  it 
did  no  more  than  enjoin  upon  those  officers  to  do 
that  which  they  ought  before,  and  without  any 
injunction,  to  have  done.  The  engagement  of 
the  treaty  was,  that  thev  should  all  nave  evacuat- 
ed the  province  before  toe  22d  of  Atigust. 

If  they  remain  there  after  that  time,  it  coold 
only  be  as  private  individuals,  amenable  in  evay 
particular  lo  the  laws.  Even  this  waa  merely  an 
indulgence  which  it  was  within  Ihe  compecoiey 
of  General  Jackson  at  any  time  to  have  with- 
drawn. From  the  extract  of  a  letter  from  him, 
of  which  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  copy,  it 
will  be  seen  that  he  was  far  from  being  disposed 
to  withdraw  it,  bad  they  not,  b/  their  abuse  of 
it,  aud  by  open  outrages  upon  hu  authority,  fir- 
feited  all  claims  to  ils  continuance. 

This  extract  furnishes  a  satiafactOTy  answa  to 
your  qoestioQ  whv,  if  the  fulfilment  of  the  article 
was  tbe  object  o^  the  proclamation,  it  was  con- 
fined to  ihe  eight  officers  by  name,  and  not  ex- 
tended to  all  other  Spanish  officers  in  the  Flori- 
das? It  waa  because  the  deportment  of  ihe  othos 
was  as  became  them — decent,  respectful,  and 
friendly  towards  the  Government  under  ibe  pn- 
teciioa  of  which  they  were  permitted  to  abide. 
In  the  newspaper  publication  which  save  rise  to 
the  proclamation  of  General  Jackson,  Uie  SpaniiJi 
officers  avowedly  acted,  not  aa  private  individailL 
but  as  a  distinct  body  of  men,  speaking  of  Cokncl 
~  "  erior,  and  aiTogatiDg 


Callava  as  tAetr  cAte/,  (iev  fapmor,  a 
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to  themselTes,  as  a  son  of  merit,  the  coadescen- 
sioo  of  knowin|r  vbal  was  due  to  a  GoTernmeot 
(meiDing  the  Americaa  Govenimeat)  which  was 
OQ  the  motC  friendly  ftwtiag  with  their  own.  This 
is  Unguage  which  would  scarcely  be  proper  Tor 
ihr  ambassador  of  one  aation  upon  the  territory  of 
aooiber,  lo  which  he  woald  owe  ooi  even  a  tem- 
porary allegiaDCe.  From  persons  situated  eis  those 
Spanish  officers  were,  it  was  lan^age  of  ibsuboi- 
dioaiioD  and  con  tea)  pt. 

Id  allQding  to  the  fact  that  officers  of  the  Ame- 
rican aqaadron  in  the  MediterraDesn  are  some- 
times received  with  friendly  treatment  on  the  ter- 
ritories of  Spain,  to  make  a  case  parallel  with 
the  present,  it  wonld  be  necessary  to  show  that 
some  laperior  officer  of  the  said  squadron  should, 
while  enjoying  the  hospitality  of  the  Spanish 
nation  upon  their  shores,  first  attcmpl  to  evade 
sod  lo  resist  the  operation  of  process  from  the 
constituted  judicial  tribtinAls  of  the  country,  aod 
then  pretend,  as  an  American  officer,  to  be  wholly 
iodependent  ofibem:  and  that  some  of  bis  subal- 
terns should  not  only  conntenance  and  support 
him  in  these  attempts,  but  should  ^ect  to  consider 
him,  while  on  Spanish  ground,  aAteironly  supe- 
rior and  chief,  and,  by  unfounded  and  inflamma- 
tory publications  in  the  daily  journals,  to  rousie  the 
people  of  Spain  lo  revolt  and  insurrecliou  against 
the  judicial  tribunal  of  their  own  country. 

If  the  here  statement  of  such  a  case  would  be 
sufficient  to  raise  the  indignation  of  every  honor' 
able  Spaniard,  let  it  he  observed  that  even  this 
would  be  without  some  of  the  aggravations  of  the 
condpci  of  these  Spanish  officers  at  Pensacola ; 
for  such  outrage  would  be  far  less  dangerous  com- 
mitted asainst  old  established  authorities,  which 
might  rely  upon  the  support  of  the  whole  people 
aurrouDding  them,  than  in  the  presence  of  a  people 
whose  allegiance  nad  been  but  just  transferred  lo 
a  new  Qovemment,  aod  when  the  revolt  to  which 
they  were  stimulated  would  seem  little  more  than 
obedience  to  the  authorities  to  which  tbey  had 
always  been  accustomed  to  submit. 

The  very  power  which  the  Spanish  Governor 
aitd  officers  had  exercised  before  the  surrender  of 
the  province  ought  lo  have  been  a  most  uraent 
warning  to  them  to  avoid  every  semblance  of  au- 
thority m  themselves,  or  of  resistauce  to  that  of 
the  United  Stales,  afler  the  transfer  of  the  province 
had  been  completed. 

Id  forbearing  particularly  to  reply  to  that  part 
of  yoDr  note  in  which  you  think  yourself  anlnor' 
izeo  to  proDonnce  the  charge  of  General  Jackson 
aninst  these  Spanish  officers,  of  having  attempt- 
ed lo  excite  discontent  in  the  inhabitants, /iibe,  I 
shall  barely  express  the  hope  that  the  term  was  ad- 
mitted into  yonr  communication  inadvertently. 
The  conduct  of  the  officers  at  the  time  of  Colonel 
Caltava's  conflict  with  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernors, as  well  as  in  their  insulting  newspaper 
paUicBtion,  was  of  a  character  and  tendency  too 
atrongly  marked  to  leave  a  doubt  of  the  truth  with 
n'bich  It  is  described  in  General  Jackson's  procla. 
malion;  and  in  passing  unnoticed  this  and  other 
mere  invectives  against  an  officer  whose  services 
to  tbia  nation  have  entitled  him  to  their  highest 
17th  CoH.  1st  Sitsa.— 65 


regard,  and  whose  whole  career  has  been  signal- 
ized by  the  purest  inteniionit  and  the  most  elevated 
fiurposes,  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  abstaining 
rom  observaliaus  which,  however  justified  by  the 
occasion,  could  but  add  to  the  unpleasantttess  of  a 
discussion  already  sufficiently' painful. 

That  this  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish 
officers  was  highly  reprehensible,  cannot  reasona- 
bly be  denied ;  and  had  General  Jackson  been  dis- 
posed lo  animadvert  upon  it  with  severity,  his 
course  would  uodoubiediy  have  been  that  which 

¥m  have  pointed  out  as  appropriate  to  the  oSence. 
hey  would  have  been  cited  before  the  proper 
tribunal,  heard  upon  xnecific  charges,  allowed 
timeand  liberty  10  make  their  derence,aDii  punished 
by  commitment  to  prison.  General  Jackson  pre- 
ferred a  milder  and  more  indulgent  measure;  and, 
without  prosecuting  them  as  criminals,  only  with- 
drew from  them  the  privilege  of  a  protracted  in- 
fraction of  the  treaty,  by  requiriaK  them  forth- 
with to  depart  from  the  province.  To  justify  him 
in  this  requisition,  neither  arrest  nor  judicial  trial 
was  necessary  01  proper.  The  facts  were  of  pub- 
lic notoriety,  and  could  not  be  denied.  The  proc- 
lamation only  required  of  them  the  execution  of 
(he  treaty  by  the  removal  of  their  persona.  Had 
Iheir  conduct  even  been  unexceptionable,  this 
measure  would  hme  been  within  the  undoubted 


of  his  power  practicable  10  vindicate  the  insulted 
honor  and  justice  of  his  country. 

I  pass  to  the  consideration  of  the  complaints 
contained  in  your  letlvr  of  the  23d  of  November. 
In  order  10  taNe  a  correct  view  of  ibis  subject,  it  is 
again  necessary  to  advert  lu  the  royal  order  of 
Hu  Catholic  Majesty  to  the  Captain  General  and 
Governor  of  the  island  of  Cuba  and  of  the  Flori- 
das,  commanding  him  to  cause  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  commiiisaTies  or  officers  of  the 
United  Slates  duly-authorized  to  receive  them  the 
archives  and  documents  relating  directly  to  the 
property  and  sovereignly  of  the  two  provinces. 

Onthe  ■"  ■      "  ■-        ■     "  " 


Gove 


16ih  of  May,  the  Captain  General  and 
wrote  to  Colonel  Forbes  that,  "respect- 


ing East  Florida,  where  there  ought  to  be  lound 
aif  her  archives,  he  (Governor  Maliy)  would  di- 
rect Govertor  Coppinger  to  make  a  formal  do- 
livery  of  (hat  provmce,  as  well  as  of  the  docu- 
ments belonging  to  iL" 

On  the  24th  of  May,  Colonel  Forbes  wrote  to 
the  Captain  General,  reminding  him  of  the  repeat- 
ed promises  made  by  his  Excellency  to  despatcii 
him  with  the  archives  which  were  to  be  delivered, 
and  then  were  at  the  Havana,  and  with  the  orders 
for  the  delivery  of  the  provinces  and  of  the  arch- 
ives deliverable  there ;  of  the  continual  disap- 
pointment^t  to  which  be  had  been  subjected  by  the 
failure  of  the  performance  of  those  promises,  and  of 
the  necessities  which  urged  bis  immediate  depart- 
ure. He  therefore  proposed  "  ihat,  if  soy  further 
researchea  should  be  necessary  for  the  discovery  of 
the  said  archives,  they  miehi  be  delivered,  when 
more  convenient,  to  the  Spanish  Government; 
that  he  (Colonel  Forbes)  should  be  allowed  to 
proceed  immediately  to  West  Florida  with  the 
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eDminissary  appoinled  to  carrf  ibe  final  aiAer  t< 
tbe  sub-goverDor  there  ;  and,  lastly,  that  a  dupli 
eate  ordW  be  given  at  once,  as  agreed  upon,  li 
tbe  GoTernoi  of  East  Florida,  for  tbe  ddirtry  of 
that  proTiDce  to  tl)e  cODBiitated  auihoriiiei  of  the 
United  Statei',  tngetber  wilb  tbe  atchires  which 
were  declared  to  be  on  the  spot." 

On  the  S9lh  of  May,  the  Captain  General  an- 
swered this  letter,  and  enclosed  to  him  the  orders 
to  the  seTeral  Governors  of  East  and  West  Flo- 
rida for  the  delivery  of  the  provinces,  (antedated, 
as  I  bare  already  mentioned,)  with  a  declaiatton 
that  the  archives  then  at  the  Havana,  and  which 
ought  to  have  been  delivered  to  Coloael  Forbes, 
should  be  transmitted  to  the  Government  of  tbe 
United  States  as  soon  at  the?  were  selected — a 
promise,  as  I  have  before  observed,  yet  unfiil- 
filled. 


ivmaikable  by  the  omission  of  any  direction  in 
them  for  the  delivery  of  the  archives  and  docu- 
-menls.  It  had  been  expressly  agreed  by  him  with 
Colonel  Forbes  that  the  order  for  the  delivery  of 
'East  Florida  shontd  include  that  uf  the  arehive*; 
btit  it  was  not  sufficient  for  Governor  Mahy  to 
■void  the  jperformance  of  this  promise. 

By  the  fetter  from  Colonel  Butler  to  General 
Jaecson,  of  the  SUt  of  January  last,  a  copv  of 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  it  appears  thai, 
with  regard  to  the  greatest  and  mont  important 
part  of  those  documents,  he  had  espreaslv  instruct- 
ed Colonel  Coppinger  not  to  deliver  them  ;  and 
hence,  when,  on  the  18[h  of  June,  Colonel  Butler, 
the  officer  of  the  United  States  authorized  to  re- 


ceive the  province,  notified  Colonel  Coppinger 

that  he  had  designated  Major  Cross  to  receive  the 

"""'""■""""'""'      to  the  sovereignty  and  individ- 

.e  province,  he  was  answered  by 


archives  relating  to  the  sovereignty  and  individ- 
y  of  the  province,  he  was  answe-"'  """ 
^  r :  "Aa  respects  the  delivery 
the  public  archives  containing  the  records  of  i 


diriduRl  property  of  this  province,  that  will  be  de- 
layed until  various  doubts  that  occur  are  cleared 
ti]> :  but  they  will  not  be  removed  until  then  j  nor 
will  I  leave  this  place  until  all  matters  are  r^ru- 
lated  and  concluded  between  ua  that  demand  my 
personal  assistance." 

Thus,  upon  the  pretence  of  doubts,  the  nature 
of  which  was  not  explained.  Colonel  Coppinger 
declined,  positively,  to  deliver  up  documents  con- 
formably to  the  express  stipulation  of  the  treaty. 
ColoBel  Butler  immediately  proposed  to  bim  a 
Mbference  on  the  subject,  which  was  held  on  tbe 
'Slat  of  June.    At  that  conference  Colonel  Cop- 

{inger  told  Colonel  Butler  that,  "as  an  individual, 
e  believed  these  arehives  should  be  given  over  to 
the  United  Stateo,  but  that  his  orders  prevented 
him  from  turning  them  over."  Colonel  Butler 
therefore  asseiiteir(as,  indeed,  no  other  aliernative 
seemed  to  be  left  hira^  that  Colonel  Coppinger 
should  have  lime  to  write  to  the  Captain  General 
of  Cuba  for  the  decision  of  hin  doubts;  and  men- 
tioned to  bim  the  opportunity  of  a  vessel  then 
about  to  sail  for  the  Havana,  whence  she  was  to 
return  to  St.  Angustiae,  and  might  bring  the  an- 
■wer  of  the  Captain  General.    Colonel  Coppin- 


ST,  on  the  23d  of  June,  informed  Colonel  Bods 
at  he  had  that  day  written  to  the  CapUin  Gn- 
era!  for  the  solution  of  his  doubts,  and,  DDiil  bt 
received  his  answer,  the  archives  should  ddiIk 
removed  from  St.  Augustine,  and  shoalil  rnaiiii 

{irtcisely  as  they  were.  Colonel  Boder,  by  bi 
etter  of  S6ih  June,  agreed  lo  remain  silenioD  At 
head  of  the  archives  until  the  answer  dioDld  \t 
received  from  the  Captain  Groerel;  bui-iriihiii 
one  week  from  tbai  time  Colonel  Butler  recnnd 
iofurmaiion  thai  a  large  portion  of  these  dMU- 
ments  were  packed  for  transportation.  Bewm* 
therefore,  on  the  3d  of  July,  to  Colonel  CWia- 
ger,  enumerating  specifically  sevnal  kindi  of nt- 
ords  relating  directlv  to  tbe  property  of  tbe  prov- 
ince, and  declaring  thai  he  conaidered  them  amoi; 
those  which  wrre  not  to  be  removed :  the  Tcflj  to 
which,  by  Colonel  Coppinger,  is  espeeiiU)' lobr 
remarked,  as  expressing  niaoiMnion  laBtseren)^ 
those  documents  were  cietuded  from  dellrn). 
There  can  be  no  reasonaUe  doubt  that  all  the  p- 
pers  specified  by  Colonel  Butler's  tetter  wen  of 
those  which  the  treaty  had  stipolated  should  kc 


positive  order  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  ifaeCtp- 
tain  General  and  Governor  of  CubathaibesboaU 
faithfully  see  to  the  delivery  cf  the  documffiti; 
the  pretences  on  which  be  evaded  tbedelirrrrtii 
Culunel  Forbes  of  iha.-<e  which  were  at  ilw  Ha- 
vana, within  his  own  coi^lrol;  the  prooiie  ihl 
he  would  direct  the  delivery  by  Colond  Coppin- 
ger of  those  that  were  at  Sl  Augainnt',  the 
peremptory  postponement  of  Colonel  Cop^agrr 
to  deliver  up  any  documents  or  records  nailing  to 


further  inilructiona  from  the  Captain  0«imi, 
and,  within  one  week  after,  his  anempt  to  pick 
up  fur  transportation  to  Cuba  a  large  porliDOtf 
them;  and,  finally,  bis  pretensions  that  mtoy pi- 
pers, manifestly  having  direct  relation  to  tbe  F^ 
petty  of  the  province,  were  excluded  from  mi'- 
ery,  and  bin  recurrence  to  the  literal  sense  of  bi) 
orders  from  ihe  Captain  General,  with  the  veitd 
avowal  to  Colonel  Butler  of  his  own  opinioD  ibti 
the  documents  ought  to  be  delivered,  thoQ^b  bi 
was  forbidden  by  hiK  instructioDS  to  deliver  ib«i| 
it  was  impossible  for  General  Jackson  to  clwekis 
eyes  against  proeeediogs  so  unjustifiable  and  in- 
proper.  He,  therefore,  gave  instraetioni 
officer  cmamaDdiog  at  Sl.  Augustine  to  takr^ 
seaston  of  the  papers  which  the  treaty  had  sl 
lated  should  be  delivered. 

Tbe  oeoesHity  for  taking  poasession  of  them  b«d. 
indeed,  arisen  before  the  iaal ructions  of  Qenefll 
Jackson  were  received.  Most  of  tbe  records  tfln- 
ing  to  individual  property  bad  been  left  in  posse- 
sion of  Don  Juan  de  Bnlraigo,  who,  on  tbe  pK- 
tence  that  he  had  purchased  at  public  sales, node 
the  Spanish  Government,  not  only  those  don- 
menta,  but  tbe  office  of  register  of  tfaein,opaily 
advanced  the  claim  of  retaining  the  reconf 
bis  private  property,  and  of  eoQiinoing  theoff- 
cise  of  tbe  tiffice,  and  receiving  fi-ea  for  graaui^ 
copiea  of  the  same. 
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Thete  pietensioiuwererawedoiitheSihof  Sep- 
tember, nearly  ibiee  moDibs  after  the  doubt«  of 
ColODcl  Coj^ioger  had,  witb  the  conseat  of  Colo- 
nel Butler,  been  referreU  to  the  Captain  General 
and  Governor  of  Cuba.  Long  before  that  time 
tbe  unswei  of  tbat  officer  ought  to  have  beeo 
received,  peremptorily  commai^iiig  the  delivery 
of  the  papen. 

It  was  impossible  tbat  the  Uailed  Slates  should 
acquiesce  ia  the  claims  of  Mr.  Botralgo-  They 
were  uoquesliooably  eulitied  to  ibe  documenls ; 
and  whatever  iojury  he  might  aualaio  by  (be  de- 
livery of  them,  it  might  gire  him  a  fair  demand 
of  indemnity  from  his  own  Giavernment,  but  cer- 
taioly  not  from  the  United  Stale*. 

Yet  the  Secreiaiy  and  Acting  Governor,  Mr. 
"Worihinirlon,  allowed  a  futber  delay  of  n^tiily  a 
month  b^ore  taking  the  deciaive  mea»are  Qec«»- 
s*rf  to  obiaiD  the  documents.  He  then,  on  the 
3d  of  October,  authorized  three  persons  of  re- 
apeetabie  character  to  oblaia  them,  with  the  hk 
oC  force  if  necessary,  but  with  all  suitable  delicacy 
and  respect  towards  the  persons  who  had  been 
the  officers  of  Spain  in  the  procioce.  I  have  the 
Jhanor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  copies  of  the  orders 
from  the  Secreiarv  { Wortbington)  to  the  commis- 
sionen  appointed  oy  him  to  receive,  and  after' 
Tvards  to  examine  and  assort  the  papers,  and  of 
their  reports  to  him,  ^xbibilieg  the  manner  in 
which  both  those  services  were  peiiacoied.  They 
will  prove  that  every  regard  was  shown  towanis 
Colonel  Coppioger  and  Mr.  Eniralgo  compatible 
with  the  execution  of  the  duty;  and,  after  the 
assortment  uf  the  papers,  all  those  which  were 
not  of  the  description  stipulated  (o  be  delivered 
over  by  the  treaty  have  ever  been,  and  yet  are, 
leady  to  be  relumed  to  Chanel  Coppiager,  or  to 
any  person  duly  authorized  to  receive  them. 

Such  is  tberview  which  1  am  inxiructed  to  say 
has  definitively  been  talten  by  tbe  President  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  ttansaciions  which 
formed  the  subjects  of  your  letters  of  the  IStb  and 
22d  of  November  last,  and  of  that  of  Mr.  Salmon 
of  the  Gth  of  October.  He  issalisSed  that,  by  the 
.IRt>ceediiig3  of  the  Governor  of  Florida  towards 
Colonel  Caliava  on  the  23d  of  August  tasi,  and 
lowards  certain  individuals  presuminij  to  act  as  a 
faodr  of  Spanish  officers  in  Florida,  la  qonterapl 
of  ue  autliority  of  tbe  Unit^  State,  on  the  29)h 
of  September,  and  hy  those  of  the  Secretary  of 
Bast  Florida,  acting  as  Governor  on  the  2d  aad 
3d  of  October,  tnwatds  Colonel  Coppingtr  and 
Don  Jitan  de  Batralgo,  aoiaieation  of  injury  or 
ioaiilt  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  or  his  Government 
'waa  entertained,  and  that  no  jost  ca         '' 

plaint  by  Ihem  was  given.    That  ihi _ 

-were  all  rendered  necessary  by  the  total  dirregard 
of  the  Captain  General  and  Governor  of  (5uba 
and  the  Florid  as,  and  of  bis  subordinate  officers 
in  tb«  Ploridas,  not  only  of  the  solemn  stipulation 
in  tbe  Maty  foe  the  delivery  of  the  archives  and 


I  diiwlly  relating  to  the  property  of 

•fhntn  provuMea,  bot  of  the  royal  onier  of  their 
sorerMgn  eommanditig  the  said  Captain  Geaeial 
to  aae  to  the  faithful  execution  of  that  enga^ 
Kuent — an  eagageiantt,  in  the  futtlmtnt  of  inich 


the  rights  not  only  of  the  United  Stales,  but  of 
every  individual  inhabitant  of  the  province  and 
proprietor  in  them,  were  deeply  and  vitally  in- 
terested. 

of  tbe  documents,  as 
specified  in  the  demands  of  them  made  by  the  offi- 
of  the  United  Slates,  before  resort  was  had 
ny  measure  of  rigor  for  extorting  them,  proves 
that  they  were  indispensable  for  tbe  eNtablishmeat 
of  public  right,  or  for  the  security  of  private  pro- 
periv<  To  Spain,  not  one  of  these  documents 
could,  after  the  transfer  of  the  provinces,  be  of  the 
slightest  interest  oi  utility.  To  the  United  States 
they  were  all-importaDl.  If  the  Governor  BiJ,d 
Secretary  had  so  little  understood  their  duty  to  the 
public  rights  of  their  country  committed  to  ih^r 
charge  as  to  have  suficred  the  removal  of  records 
e&sential  to  guard  the  interests  of  the  nation 
— '--'  the  iDMliate  greediness  aud  fraudulent 
of  land  speculators,  they  bad  yet  a  sacrod 
duty  to  perform  to  the  people  of  the  country,  by 
retaining  the  common  voudiers.of  their  estates. 
What  individual  would  have  been  secure  in  the 
tenure  of  his  land,  in  the  evidences  of  his.  debts, 
or  in  the  very  shelter  over  his  head,  if  Colonel 
CalJava  could  have  carried. to  Cuba  his  own  judg- 
ments in  favor  of  the  Vldals,  because  their  father, 
when  alive,  had  been  an  Auditor  of  Warl  and 
if  Don  Juan  de  Eutralgo  could  hare  transported 
to  the  same  island  all  tbe  title-deeds  of  East  Flor- 
ida, because  he  had  bought  his  office  of  recorder 
Ht  public  auction  7 

The  ddavs  of  the  Captain  Oennal  of  Cuba, 
with  regard  to  the  fulfilmeot  of  the  royal  order 
tranaraiiied  to  him  by  Colonel  Forbes,  were  ao 
extraordinary,  and,  upon  any  just  principle,  so 
unaccouDtable  that  the  Minister  ot  tbe  United 
States  in  Spain  wa^  by  lettuxs  from  this  depart- 
ment of  the  ISihand  16th  June  last,  ioaiiuc tell, 
upon  his  return  to  Madrid,  to  represent  the  same 
to  your  Government,  and  to  leqoest  new  and 
peremptory  orders  to  that  officer  for  the  deliresy 
of  the  archives  in  his  potbctisioD,  conformably  lo 
tbe  slipulatioo  of  the  treaty.  The  renewal  of  the 
order  vras  declined,  upon  the  ground  of  eatiMC<»- 
fidence  on  the  part  of  your  OovernmcDt  (bat  tbe 
Captain  General  would,  before  it  could  be  re- 
ceived, baveeompleted  the  delivery  of  the  archives 
and  documents,  as  he  had  been  commanded  by 
the  King. 

1  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  that  Ibis  just  ex- 

Ketation  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  not  yet 
HI  fulfilled. 

Captain  James  Biddle,  commander  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  frigate  Macedonian,  has  therefore  been 
commissioned  to  repair  to  the  Havana,  there  to 
receive  the  documents  and  archive-s  which  Colonel 
Forbes  was  obliged  to  leave,  and  which  it  is  hoped 
the  Captain  Geuerai  and  Governor  of  Cuba  will 
cause  to  be  delivered  without  further  delay. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  receive  the  assurance  of  my 
diatiiiguiBned  cotisi deration. 

JOHN  a.  ADAMS. 
Don  J.  I 
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Dm  JoatpUa  dt  AnduOffa  to  the  Seeretaty  of  Sat«. 
PaiLADELPBrA,  Aprii  24,  1832. 

Sir:  As  bckiii  hs  the  news  was  received  in 
Madrid  of  ihe  receai  cwcurreuces  in  New  Spam, 
■fcer  the  arriral  at  Vera  Cruz  of  the  Captain 
Oeueral  and  supreme  political  chief  appointed  for 
those  provinces,  Don  Juan  O'Donoju,  and  some 
papers  were  seen  relative  to  those  same  transac- 
tions, it  was  feared  that,  for  forming-  the  treaty 
concluded  in  CordoTa,  on  the  24tb  of  August  last, 
between  (he  said  General  and  the  traitor  Colonel 
Don  AugQstin  Iturbide,  it  had  been  falsely  sup- 
posed that  the  former  had  power  from  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  for  that  act;  and  in  a  little  time  the 
correctness  of  those  suspicions  was  found,  as, 
■tnong  other  things,  the  said  O'DoQojn,  when,  on 
the  36th  of  the  same  August,  he  sent  this  treaty 
to  the  QoTernor  of  Vera  Cruz,  notifying  him  of 
its  prompt  and  punctual  observance,  told  him 
that,  at  bis  tailing  from  the  Peninsula,  preparation 
for  the  independence  of  Mexico  was  already 
tho^hl  of,  and  that  its  bases  were  approved  of  by 
theGoremtneDt,and  by  acommissionof  the  Cortes. 
His  Majesty,  on  sight  of  this,  and  of  the  fatal  im- 

fression  which  so  great  an  imposture  had  pro- 
aced  in  some  ultra-marine  provinces,  and  what 
mast,  without  difficulty,  be  the  consequence 
among  the  rest,  thought  proper  to  order  that,  by 
means  of  a  circular  to  all  the  chiefs  and  the  cor- 
porations beyond  seas,  this  atrocious  falsebood 
should  be  disbelieved ;  and  now  he  has  deigned 
to  command  me  to  make  known  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  thai  it  is  false,  as  far 
Bi  General  O'Donoju  published  beyond  bis  instruc- 
tions, by  pointing  out  to  it  that  he  never  could 
have  been  fumisned  with  other  instructions  than 
those  conformable  to  the  coostitulional  principles. 
In  compliance  with  this  order  of  His  Majesty, 
I  can  do  no  less  than  observe  to  you,  sir,  how  un- 
founded one  of  the  reasons  is  in  yonr  note  of  the 
6th  Instant  for  th«  recognition-  oy  this  Oovem- 
ment  of  those  of  ibe  insurgent  provinces  of  Spao- 
ish  America — that  it  was  founded  on  the  treaty 
made  by  O'Donoju  with  Iturbide ;  since,  not  hav- 
ing bad  that  power  or  instruoiion  to  conclude  it,  it 
is  clearly  nnlt  and  of  no  value. 
I  repeat  to  you,  lir,  &c. 

Don  Joaquin  dt  Andvaga  to  tlte  SeerttaTy  of  Stale. 
Pbiladelpbia,  April  S6,  1828. 

Sib  :  1  have  received  your  note  of  the  15lh  to- 
■tant,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  rommanicale 
to  me  the  reasons  which  induce  the  President  not 
only  to  refuse  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  the  salia- 
faclion  which  I  demanded,  in  his  royal  name,  for 
the  Intuits  offered  by  General  Jackson  to  the  Span- 
ish commissaries  and  officers,  but  to  approve  fully 
of  the  said  chiefs  conduct. 

Before  answering  the  contents  of  the  said  note, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  lo  request  instructions  from 
my  Government ;  and,  therefore,  without  delay,  I 
have  laid  it  before  them.  Until  they  arrive,  there- 
fore, I  have  confined  myself  to  two  observations: 
1st.  If,  in  my  note  of  November  last,  I  said  that, 
u  Qenem)  JacktoB  had  not  specified  the  actions 


which  had  induced  him  to  declare  the  Spanish  offi- 
cers expelled  from  the  Ploridas  criminal,  or  given 
I^oof  of  them,  1  thought  myself  authorized  to  de- 
clare the  accusation  false,  I  did  not  this  tbrou^ 
inadvertency,  but  upon  the  evident  principle  ttuit 
every  person  accused  has  a  right  to  declare  an 
accusation  destitute  of  proof  false,  and  mnch  imiR 
ao  accusation  not  pretended  to  be  proved.  This 
assertion  of  mine  does  not  presume  that  1  am  not 
persuaded  of  the  merit  of  the  said  General,  aad 
of  the  claim  which  he  has  upon  the  gratitadeef 
his  country;  but,  although  ii  is  believed  the  duty 
of  his  country  to  eulogizeand  reward  his  emineni 
services,  yet  it  will  be  lawful  for  the  representa- 
tive of  ■  Power  outraged  by  him  to  complain  of 
his  condttcl.  I  cannoi  persuade  myself  that,  to 
aggravate  my  said  expression,  you  conld  have 
thought  that  I  had  been  wanting  in  due  respect; 
it  not  being  possible  for  that  opinion  to  bare  en- 
tered your  mind,  when,  by  bis  orders,  Mr.  Forsyth 
had  sent  to  the  Spanish  Minister,  on  the  1st  of 
September  last,  a  note,  in  which,  complaining  of 
the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  hf 
accuses  him  of  ditkcmdrcMi  peataioTy  autim  in 
not  having  delivered  the  archives,  wiibont  giv- 
ing any  proof  of  so  injurious  an  assertion  ;  and 
I  must  remark  that  the  rank  of  General  Maby  in 
Spain  is  at  least  as  elevated  as  that  of  General 
Jackson  in  the  United  States,  and  that  the  ser- 
vices performed  by  him  to  his  country  have 
dered  him  as  worthy  as  he  of  its  considera 
and  reapecE. 

2d.  Alihoogh  you  are  pleased  to  tell  me  that 
part  of  the  papers  taken  from  Colonel  Coppingtr 
are  ready  to  be  delivered,  which  the  American 
Commissioners,  afterhavingexamined  them,  have 
adjudged  to  be  returned  to  Spain,  I  do  nat  chink 
myself  authorized  to  admit  their  return  in  this 
manner,  but  in  the  mode  which  I  demanded  io 
my  note  of  the  a2d  of  November  last. 

As  I  have  seen  by  the  public  papers  that  th« 
President  has  communicated  to  Congress  the  note 
which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  lue,  dated 
the  15th  instant,  and  that  it  has  been  ordered  to 
be  printed,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  that 
you  will  tmre  tbe  goodness  to  use  your  iottQenn 
that  this  my  answer  may  be  treated  iti  the  siok 
manner,  that  Coneress  and  Ibe  poblic  may  be  io- 
formed  that,  if  I  have  not  answered  the  fint  pan 
of  it,  as  respects  the  ^neral  business,  it  is  only  ^ 
-wait  for  the  instructions  of  my  Governmeoi  '  " 
thai  I  have  answered  what  was  personal. 

I  renew  to  yon,  sir,  &c. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— TEEATV  OF  PEAUB- 

[Transmitted  to  Iho  Hooie,  Feb.  31,  1S».] 
To  the  Haute  of  ReprtMtniaiivtt  of  Ute  IMltd  Staler 
I  transmit  (e  the  House  of  Repreaeataiimt 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the  doc- 
uments aceatnpanying  it,  in  pumiaBce  of  a  imr 
lulioB  of  the  House  tn  the  17th  Janoary  iaat. 
JAMBS  MONROE. 
WAaHiRcrTOR,  iUi  31,  18SS. 
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DiPfcBTMSHT  or  State, 
WoibvtgUm,  Feb.  21,  1622. 
Th«  Secretary  of  Siate^  to  whom  has  bHii  re- 
ferred the  rerolattOQ  of  the  Houae  of  ReprewDta- 
tiTcs  of  the  17lh  Jsnuaty,  reqneatiDg  l&e  Presi- 
dent of  the  Ueiled  Stales  to  cauae  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House  all  the  correspoodence  which  led 
to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  tt^ether  wilh  the  proto- 
col, which  ha»  not  been  made  public,  and  which, 
in  nis  opinion,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  disclose, 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  President  the  pa- 
pen  embraced  by  thai  resolution. 

JOHN  Q.  ADAMS. 
The  PREeiDEMT  (/tA#  U.  S. 

{Tba  docDmanti  commiuiioted  wilh  Iba  praeediog 
Meo^a  aia  iDMilcd  in  Appendix  to  Tolume  third, 
(ih<  third  WHion  ]  of  the  13th  Congiei*,  with  the 
exception  of  Ihs  following,  wbicb  ghoatd  follow 
pi|6  1378:] 
Extract  of  a  UUer/rom  Jonatiaa  Ruudl,  Etq.,  to  th» 
Seentary  of  StaU,  4at»& 

Ghikt,  DtemJier  25, 1614. 
My  necessary  occupation,  at  this  moment,  in 
aiding  my  colleagues  to  prepare  our  joint  des- 
patches, pats  it  out  of  my  power  to  famish  you 
with  any  details  or  observations  exclnsirely  my 
own. 

As,  howerer,  you  will  poveiTe,  by  out  despatcli 
to  yon  of  this  date,  that  a  majority  only  of  the 
misuoD  was  in  favor  of  offering  to  the  British 
Plenipotentiaries  an  article  confirraing  the  British 
light  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
ours  to  the  liberty  as  to  the  fisheries,  it  oecomes 
me,  ia  candor,  to  acknowledge  that  1  was  in  the 
minorily  on  that  question.  I  must  reserve  to  my- 
self the  power  of  communicating  to  you,  hereaf- 
ter, the  reasons  which  influenced  tne  to  diner  from 
majority  of  my  colleagues  on  that  occasion ; 


and  eventtially  weaken,  our. enemy.  The  manaec 
in  which  the  campaign  has  terminated ;  the  evi- 
dence afforded,  by  its  events,  of  our  atitlily  to  re- 
sist, alone,  the  now  very  formidable  military  power 
of  England;  and  our  having  been  able,  without 
any  foreign  assisiance,  and  after  she  had  made 
luch  an  effort,  to  obtain  peace  on  equal  terms,  will 
'aise  our  character  and  consequence  in  .Europe. 
This,  joined  with  the  naval  victories,  and  the  M- 
lief  that  we  alone  oaji  fight  the  English  on  tluii 
element,  will  make  us  to  be  courted  as  much  a* 
we  have  been  neglected  bf  foreign  Governmenls. 
As  to  the  people  of  Europe,  public  opinion  waa 
already  most  decidedly  in  our  favor.  I  anticipate 
a  settlement  with  Spain  on  our  own  terms,  and 
the  immediate  chastisement  of  the  Algerinea. 
Permit  me  to  surest  the  propriety  of  despatching 
a  squadron  for  that  purpose,  without  losing  a  single 


and  if  they  be  insufficient  to  anpport  my  opinii    , 
I  persunde  myself  they  will,  at  least,  vindicate  my 


Mr.  GaUalin  to  tht  Seareiary  of  StaU. 

Gbent,  Dectmbtr  25,  1814. 
Sir:  The  ireatf  which  we  signed  ;^est«rday 
with  the  British  Ministers  is,  in  my  ojiinion, 
favorable  as  could  be  expected,  under  existing 
euotstances,  so  far  as  they  were  known  to  _ 
The  attitude  taken  by  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
and  the  appearances  in  some  of  the  neighboring 
States,  had  a  most  unfavorable  effect.    Of  4he 
probable  result  of  the  Coneress  at  Vienna  we  had 
no  correct  infonnaiion.    The  views  of  all  the 
£uropean  Powers  were  precisely  known,  from  day 
to  day.  to  the  British  Ministry.    From  neither  of 
them  did  we,  in  any  shape,  receive  any  intimation 
of  their  intentions,  of  the  general  prospect  of  Eu- 
rof>e,  or  of  the  interest  they  look  in  our  contest 
with  Great  Britain.    I  have  some  reason  t( 
lieve  that  alt  of  them  were  desirous  that  it  might 
conunue.    They  did  not  intend  to  assist  us ;  ibey 
appeared  indifferent  about  our  difficulties;  but 
they  rejoiced  at  any  thing  which  might  occupy. 


I  have  little  to  add  to  our  public  despatch  on 
the  subject  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty.  I  really 
think  that  there  is  tiothing  but  nominal  in  the  In- 
dian article,  as  adopted.  With  respect  to  prece- 
dent, you  will  find  two,  though  neither  is  alto- 
gether in  point,  viz:  the article  of  the  Treaty 

of  Utrecht,  and  the  latter  part  of  the article 

of  our  treaty  with  Spain.  You  know  that  there 
was  no  alternative  between  breaking  off  the  ntfgo- 
liatioQs  and  accepting  the  article;  and  that  we 
accepted  it  only  as  provisional,  and  subject  to 
your  approbation  or  rejection. 

The  exception  of  Moose  island  from  the  general 
restoration  of  territory  is  the  only  point  on  which 
it  is  possible  that  we  might  have  obtained  an  al- 
teratioog  if  we  had  adhered  to  our  opposition  toil. 
The  Bntish  Government  had  long  floctuated  <hi 
the  question  of  peaces  a  favorable  account  from 
Vienna,  the  report  of  some  success  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  or  any  other  incident,  might  produce  a 
change  in  their  disposition  ;  they  hadalready,  after 
the  question  had  Seen  referred  to  them,  declared 
that  they  could  not  consent  to  a  relinquishment  of 
that  point.  We  thought  it  too  hazardous  to  risk 
the  jpeace  oo  the  question  of  the  temporary  pos- 
sesuon  of  that  small  island,  since  the  qoeslion  of 
':le  was  fully  reserved;  and  it  was,  therefore,  no 

ssioo  of  territory. 

On  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  within  the  juria- 
diction  of  Great  Britain,  we  have  certainly  done 
all  that  could  be  done.  If,  according  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  treaty  of  1783,  which  we  assumed, 
the  right  was  not  abrogated  by  the  war,  it  remains  - 
entire,  since  we  most  explicillv  refused  to  renounce 
it,  either  directly  or  indirectly.  In  that  case,  it 
is  only  an  unsettled  subject  of  difference  between 
the  two  countries.  If  the  right  must  be  considered 
as  abrogated  by  the  war,  we  cannot  regain  it  with- 
out an  e<iuivalent.  We  had  none  to  give  but  the 
recognition  of  their  right  to  navigate  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  we  offered  it.  On  this  last  supposition, 
this  right  is  also  lost  to  them;  and,  in  a  general 
point  of  view,  we  have  certainly  lost  nothing. 
But  we  have  done  all  that  was  practicable  in  sup- 
port of  the  right  lo  those  fisheries;  first,  by  me 
ground  we  assumed,  reapecting  the  construction 
of  the  treaty  of  1783  j  secondly,  by  the  oSet  to 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


APMNBir. 

ColtdU4on  vf  Spe.'BiA  Sin/h  Amtrie(%. 


the  Missitnippi ;  thirdly,  d^  refosing  to  accept  from 
Qrut  Britain  both  her  irupliei]  renaBciatian  of 
Ih«  right  of  that  navigation  and  the  convenient 
boaDOBTy  of  49  degrees,  for  ibe  wbole  extent  of 
our  and  her  territories  mat  of  ibe  Lake  of  tbe 
Woods,  rather  than  to  maice  an  implied  renunei- 
Btion,  on  our  pari,  to  the  right  of  America  to  liioiw 
parti  cuisT  fisfaeriei. 

I  believe  that  Great  Britain  is  rerf  desirons  of 
obiaining  the  norlbem  part  of  Maine,  say  from 
about  47  degrees  north  latitade  Id  the  northern 
extremity  of  that  district,  as  claimed  by  on.  They 
hope  that  the  river  which  empties  into  the  Bay 
det  Gfaaleurs,  in  the  Oulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  has 
its  wufCfl  so  fat  west  as  to  intervene  between  tbe 
bead-watera  of  the  river  St.  John  and  those  of  the 
streams  empiyiog  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence; 
so  that  the  lioe  north  from  the  source  of  the  river 
8l^  Croij  wilt  first  strike  the  heights  of  laud  which 
drtide  the  waters  emptying  into  the  All: 


(river  St.  John)  from  th(»e  empiyinK 
Oalfof  St.  Lawrence,  (river  dn  Cbalenrs,) 


afterwards  the  heights  of  land  which  divide  the 
•Hiert  emptting  into  the  Otilf  of  St.  Lawrence 
(river  des  Chaletirs)  from  those  etnptf  in^  iota  the 
rivet  St.  Lawrence;  but  that  the  said  line  never 
can,  ia  the  words  of  the  treaty,  strike  an^  spot  of 
land  actually  dividing  the  waters  emptving  into 
the  Atlantic  ocean  from  those  which  iall  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence.  Such  will  be  tbe  foundation 
of  their  disputing  our  claim  to  the  Dorlbern  part 
of  that  territory ;  but.  feeling  that  it  is  not  very 
solid,  1  am  apt  to  thint  that  they  wilt  be  disposed 
to  offer  the  whole  of  Passamaquoddy  bay  and  the 
diapated  Saherics  as  an  eqoiraient  for  the  portioQ 
of  northern  lerrilory  which  they  want,  in  order  to 
connect  New  Brunswick  and  CUtebec.  This  may 
aceoaat  for  their  tenacity  with  respect  to  the  tem- 
porary poMtssioo  of  Moose  island,  and  for  their 
refuing  lo  accept  the  reeogaiilon  of  their  right  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  provided  Cbey 
recognise  oun  to  tbe  fisheries. 

That  nonhern  territory  is  of  no  importance  to 
us,  and  belongs  to  the  United  States  and  not  to 
Massac hnisetts,  Which  has  not  the  shadow  of  a 
claim  to  any  land  north  of  45  degrees  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  Penobscot  river,  as  you  may  easily 
coDvince  yourself  of,  br  recurring  to  her  charters. 


I  hare  the  honor 


[Documents  tccompanving  tha  Mesis^  of  the  Preai- 

dent,   commuDicaled   to   Congress,   March  8,  and 

April  38.  I  en.    Tbe  MesHge  of  March  8  will  be 

(bund  in  Ibe  text,  anit  p.  1338.] 

ne  SeertUUTf  o/  Slate  to  ifr.  Ma  M.  FortM. 

Depabtment  op  Statb,  JiUj/  5,  1820. 

SiKiTbecertiScatefrom  this  Department,  which 

ha*  been  made  out  and  transmitted  to  you,  eon- 

Mitntaayou  agent  for  commerce  and  seamen  for 


either  of  the  provinces  of  Buenos  Ayres  or  of 
Chili,  in  whichsoever  of  them  Mr.  J.  B.  PrevoH 
shall  not  be.  He  is  at  this  time  at  Boeaos  Ayia; 
but  having,  at  one  period,  intimated  to  the  Presi- 
dent a  prefereDCe  to  reiuru  to  Chili,  where  he  some 
time  resided,  it  is  ifaooght  due  to  him  to  Inre  tbt 
selection  of  hi*  residence,  after  votv  arrival  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  to  bimaelf.  Should  he  determbe 
to  continue  there,  you  will  proceed,  either  by  laod 
over  the  Aades,  or  in  tbe  frigate  CoDstetl&tion 
round  Cape  Horn,  to  Valparaiso,  and  uke  up 
your  residence  ther^  or  at  St.  iago  de  Chili,  whick 
IS  nndenidod  to  be  the  seal  of  the  revolutifinary 
Government  of  that  province.  If  be  abould  pre- 
fer lo  return  thither,  yoa  will  remain  at  Boeooa 

The  commercial  intercoarse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  ihose  cODnlries,  though  not  very 
considerable,  is  deserviDg  of  particular  attention. 
Whatever  accurate  information  you  can  obtain 
relating  to  it,  ns  well  as  to  the  commerce  of  those 
countries  with  other  nations,  and  to  their  intersa) 
trade,  will  be  particularly  acceptable.  The  con- 
dition of  oor  snroen  there  will  also  deserve  your 
notice.  The  perfonnaDGe  of  these  duties  will  in- 
volve also  tbe  political  relations  between  those 
countries  and  the  United  States.  In  the  progrtia 
of  their  revolution,  Buenos  Ayiea  and  Chdi  bav«^ 
to  the  extent  of  their  powers,  and,  indeed^  far  be- 
yond their  nataral  means,  oombinftl  marituie  ope- 
rations with  those  of  thetr  war  by  land.  Uavtog 
no  ships  or  seamen  of  their  own,  they  have  couu' 
lenanced  and  encouraged  foreigners  to  eater  tlioi 
sttvice,  without  always  considertng  how  far  it 
mi^t  affect  either  tbe  rights  or  the  duties  of  the 
nations  to  which  those  foreigners  beloitgad.  The 
privateers  which,  with  the  commission*  aod  imdo' 
iheflagofBueaos  Ayres,  have  committed  xomsay 
atid  such  atrocious  acts  of  piracy,  were  «U  cither 
(iitrd  out,  manned,  and  of^ereil  by  foreigners,  at 
Buenos  Ayres,  ot  even  in  foreign  counttiea,  not 
excepting  our  own,  lo  wfaicb  blaak  conmissiaas, 
both  for  the  ships  and  officers,  have  been  sent. 
In  the  instructions  to  the  late  Commodore  Perry, 
(which  his  lamented  decease  prevented  frorobeiiig 
executed  by  him,  and  a  copy  of  which  is  now  fur- 
nished to  you,}  certain  articles  in  tbe  Buenos  Ay- 
rean  privaieaHng  ordinance  were  pointed  out,  par- 
ticularly liable  to  the  production  of  these  abuses, 
and  which,  being  contrary  to  tbe  estaUished  usa- 
ges among  ctTilized  nations,  it  was  hoped  woald 
have  been  revoked,  or  made  to  disappear  fnm 
their  otherwise  unexceptionable  code.  These  in- 
strflbt ions  were  renewed  to  Commodore  Morris; 
but  the  time  of  his  stay  at  Buenos  Ayres  was  so 
short,  and  be  was  there  at  a  moment  of  so  great  a  \ 
change  in  the  ruling  power  of  the  State,  that,  a^ 
though  he  communicated  to  the  then  existing  Di- 
rector the  substance  of  the  represen  la  lions  which 
Commodore  Perry  bad  be«i  instructed  to  make, 
we  know  not  that  it  was  attended  with  any  farix- 
able  result.  You  wilt  consider  the  parts  of  Com* 
modore  Perry's  instructions  which  may  be  still  ap- 
plicable on  your  arrival  in  South  America  as 
directed  to  yourself,  and,  should  you  proceed  to 
Chili,  will  execute  them  there,  no  ccHDmnaicaiitM 
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upon  the  uibjeet  having  ]ret  been  made  there. 
Among  the  incouveDJ^nces  consequent  upon  this 
system  of  carrying  on  maritime  warfare  by  means 
of  foreigoera,  has  Deen  occasionally,  and  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  the  enticement  of  seamen  belong- 
ing lo  mercbanl  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Buenos 
Ayres  and  Chili  from  their  engagements,  to  enlist 
them  in  prirateera  or  public  armed  ressels  of  those 
couQtiies.  In  attending  to  the  numerous  trials 
and  convictions  for  piracy  which  bare  recently 
afflicted  our  country,  and  cast  an  unusual  gloom 
over  our  annals,  you  will  remark  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  guilty  persons  bare  been  seamen 
thus  engaged,  ^teigners  at  Buenos  Ayres,  or  en- 
listed in  our  own  ports,  in  Tiolaiioo  of  our  laws. 
Whether  at  Buenos  Ayres  or  in  Chili,  you  will 
use  every  exertion  in  your  power,  consistent  with 
the  retyped  and  conciliatory  deportment  to  be  con- 
stantly observed  towards  the  eiisting  public  au- 
Iboriiies,  to  protect  the  seamen  of^the  United 
Slates  from  all  such  enlistments,  and  1  be  owners 
and  masters  of  the  merchant  vessels  from  time  lo 
time  arriving  there  from  the  loss  of  their  men  by 
such  means.  * 

The  CommercialDigest  of  the  Laws  of  Foreign 
Countries  with  which  the  United  States  are  in 
relation,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  furnished  you, 
may  suggest  lo  you  the  nature  of  part  of  the  in- 
formation which  is  desirable  from  South  America. 

Poliiical  information  will  be  equally  acceptable. 
The  mure  particular  and  correct  the  information 
of  this  nature  which  you  can  obtain,  the  more 
acceptable  it  will  prove.  Besides  the  struggle  in 
South  America  for  iadependeoce,  agaiost  which 
Spain  is  the  only  opposite  party,  internal  fends 
and  civil  war*  have  peculiarly  marked  every  step 
of  the  revolutions  in  progress  upon  that  theatre. 
As  an  agent  and  citizen  of  the  United  Stales,  the 
Srst  advice  1  shall  give  you  is,  to  observe  and  re- 
port, with  all  the  vLgilaoceand  discernment,  and 
pent'tratioD  and  EdeTity  to  your  own  country,  that 
you  possess,  the  movements  of  all  parties,  hut  to 
m&ke  yourself  a  partisan  to  none.  From  the  docu- 
ments tairety  received  here,  it  is  apparent  that  a 
negotiation  has  been  some  time  on  foot  between 
thelateGovernmentsof  Buenos  Ayres  and  France. 
It  is  well  known  that  a  negotiation  of  much  long- 
er siaiidiog  has  existed  between  the  same  Gov- 
eroment  and  Portugal;  nor  has  Mr.  Rivadavia 
been  residing  two  or  three  years  to  no  purpose  in 
England.  To  asceruin  the  real  movemenU  of  all 
these  parlies,  a  neutral  position,  a  neutral  bear), 
and  an  observing  mind,  are  indispensable.  In  re- 
commending it  to  your  attention,  I  would  add  the 
caution,  neither  to  take  upon  trust  what  any  roan 
shall  tell  you,  without  asking  yourself  what  it  is 
bis  interest  or  wish  that  you  should  believe,  nor 
to  give  more  weight  to  conjectures  than  the  cir- 
cuokstances  under  which  they  are  formed  will 


By  the  latest  accounts  that  we  have  received, 
the  Government,  ihe  Congress,  and  ibe  constitu- 
tion of  the  provinces  of  La  Plata  were  overthrown; 
the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres  stood  alone,  with 
Dob  Manuel  de  Sartatea  as  Qovernor,  at  its  head. 
They  were  in  negotiation  with  General  Artigas, 


neaoiiaiions  will  result,  we  are  to  learn  hereafter: 
ana  what  their  effect  will  be  upon  the  relations  o^ 
all  with  the  Portuguese  at  Montevideo  is  yet  to 
be  seen.  Should  vou  remain  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
we  shall  expect  full  communications  from  you  as 
frequently  as  opportunities  for  tran.^miiting  them 
may  occur.    I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 
John  M.  Pobbxb,  Esq. 

fiKrorf  of  a  UtUr  flvm  JcJm  M.  Finta,  En.,  Agtni 

of  ike   VnUtd  SaUs  at  Bvemu  Ayru,  to  (A*  Seen- 

tary  of  Salt,  doled 

Septeuber  S,  1821. 

t  shall  confine  myself  to  a  general  summary  of 
leading  events  since  my  last.  The  first  in  order 
of  dale  is  the  total  defeat  of  the  party  of  Rami- 
rez by  a  wing  of  the  united  armies  of  Santa  Fe 
end  Cordova,  onder  Don  Francisco  de  Bedoya, 
Substitute  Governor  of  Cordova.  The  action  was 
fouaht  at  Francisco,  on  the  Rio  Seco,  on  the  lOlh 
of  July,  and  tbe  news  was  most  joyfully  received 
here  on  the  21st  of  the  same  month. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  announcing  to  you  a 
new  organization  of  this  OovernmenL  which  prom- 
ises great  solidity  and  character,  and  from  whose 
exertions  themostimpotlant  reforms  are  daily  tak- 
ing place.  Tbe  Derartmenls  of  State  and  Trea»r 
ury  were,  until  tbe  ISib  of  July  last,  united  in  one 
person,  Don  Juan  Manuel  de  Luca;  the  junta 
then  decreed  that  these  departments  should  be  sef^- 
arated,  aod  the  Governor  called  to  the  firs^  (Don 
Bentadijio  BiBodavia.)  with  the  title  of  Minister  of 
the  Government  and  of  Foreign  Relations.  Mr. 
Luca  remained  charged  with  Ibe  Department  of 
Treasury  until  the  1st  August  when  he  offered  hia 
resignation,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  compli- 
mentary decree  of  the  8tb  August,  published  with 
acceptance  of  the  Governor.  Don  Manuel  Jose 
Garcia,  many  years  diplomatic  agent  of  tbe  Di- 
rector at  Rio  Janeiro,  has  since  been  appointed  to 
thai  office.  These  two  gentlemen  (RivadaviA 
and  Garcia)  both  possess  a  great  share  of  public 
confidence ;  have  both  acquired  experience  in  pub- 
lic affairs  by  long  residence  near  foreign  courts; 
and  they  both  seem  animated  by  a  zealous  desire 
to  estatuish  order  in  the  various  branches  of  tha 
Administration,  and  economy  in  tbe  public  ex- 
penditure. This  spirit  of  reform,  which  was  the 
Seatcauseof  theoverthrowof&Hr[i^ea,by  exciting 
e  discontent  and  violent  opposition  of  military 
men,  now  furnishes  also  a  hope  to  the  partisans  of 
PiuffTTtdoti,  who  are  raising  great  clamor  against 
the  new  Ministers,  and  working  diligently  to 
regain  their  influence.  In  short.  The  present  mo- 
ment seems  to  be  tbe  crisis  of  a  strug^e  betweeit 
public  virtue  and  corruption,  between  a  new-bora 
impulse  of  public  opinion  growing  in  the  liberty 
of  the  press  with  that  of  Pariiamcniary  debate, 
and  Ihe  rotten  legacy  of  the  viceroyaliy,  the  dele- 
terious influence  of  military  patronage.  It  is  a 
struggle,  on  the  event  of  which  hanes  the  future 
liberty  and  welfare  of  this  province.    May  Heaven 
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smile  on  (he  fatore  efforts  of  Tirtueand  patrtolisiu  ! 
Another  rety  imporlant  erent  has  accuried  since 
my  last  report.  The  anneiation  of  the  Baoda 
Oriental  to  the  Idngdom  of  Brazils,  and  the  recog- 
nition of  {lie  independence  of  these  provinces  by 
His  Most  Faithful  Majesty  King  John— these 
measures  were  simultaneous  and  correlalite.  On 
the  28th  July,  Don  Joan  Manuel  de  Figuieredo 
presented  himself  to  this  Government  with  the 
character  of  Consol  of  Portugal  and  Brazils,  and 
with  a  letter  of  credence  from  the  Brazilian  Sec- 
retary of  State,  acknowledging  the  independence 
of  these  provinces,  and  expressing  a  hope  that  these 
provinces  would  acknowledge  any  and  all  Gov- 
ernments a//acf  which  should  he  admitted  and 
obeyed  by  the  people  of  any  neighboring  provioces. 
This  GoTernmeot  received  Mr.  De  Figuieredo 
with  great  courtesy,  and  passed  over  in  silence 
the  recognition  with  its  implied  condition.  The 
whole  business,  on  both  sides,  appears  to  me  to  be 
quite  theatrical.  Mr.  Figuieredo,  a  conspicuous 
actor  in  the  first  scene,  he  retired  suddenly  from 
sU  political  agencies,  and  from  this  life !  Oo  the 
morning  of  ibe  21st  August,  being  apparently  in 
perfect  liealthj  and  whiUt  walking  in  his  saloon, 
waiting  for  his  breakfast,  he  fell  down  instantly 
dead !  By  older  of  Government,  his  body  was 
opened  by  a  surgeon,  in  presence  of  some  disiin- 
guished  law  officers,  and  his  stomach  and  bowels 
found  to  be  in  a  healthful  stale  ;  whence  it  results 
that  be  died  of  apoplexy.  Soon  after  Mr.  Rivad- 
avia's  coming  into  the  ministry,  to  wit,  on  the 5th 
August,  I  was  promised  a  long  conference  with 
him  on  all  the  objects  of  my  agency  ;  but  as  be 
came  to  me  in  company  with  Mr.  Luca,  1  could 
only  hold  some  desultory  conversation  touching 
cursorily  on  some  topics.  Mr.  R.  then  promised 
me  for  the  next  Thursday  a  particular  audience, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  sav  that  the  fulfilment  of  this 
[vomise  has  been  delayed  from  week  to  week  to 
(his  hour. 

I  yesterday  saw  Mr.  Rivadavia  for  a  few  min- 
utes, and  again  received  an  apology  for  his  delay 
of  the  long-promised  conference.  1  took  occasion 
to  say  that  I  was  aware  of  his  unceasiog  occu- 
pation in  the  arduous  place  he  held,  and  must 
conform  to  his  convenience,  but  that  there  was  one 
subject  on  which  I  had  been  instructed  to  com- 
municate Iheviews  of  my  Government,  and  which, 
by  the  information  daily  received,  became  most 
imperiously  pressiog,  as  interesting  to  the  char- 
acter of  this  Government,' which  1  knew  he  had  so 
much  at  heart.  I  (hen  staled  that,  by  lale  advices 
from  the  West  Indies,  tbe  horrors  of  piracy,  which 
had  so  justly  excited  universal  indignation,  were 
daily  increasing,  as  well  by  the  numbers  of  the 
vessels  as  by  their  strength  of  armament  nnd  the 
boldness  of  cbeir  nefarious  enterprises;  that,  re- 
cently, a  vessel  fitted  out  here  under  Ibe  name  of 
the  Confederation  had  changed  her  name  and  her 
commaniler,  and  was  captured  under  the  commis- 
sion ofArtigas  by  a  French  fricate,  and  carried 
into  Martinique,  from  whence  the  captaio  and  a 
number  of  the  crew,  hciuE  seamen  of  the  United 
Stales,  had  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  in  a  French 
big  for  trial;  that  all  ihese  vessels  were  notori- 


ously furnished  with  several  different  eommii- 
sions,  nnd,  according  to  the  privateering  regula- 
tions of  ibis  province,  they  were  to  be  deemed 
pirates ;  that  one  of  them  bad  recently  fired  on  a 
Gh)vemnient  brig  of  France,  and  killed  the  com- 
mander; that  I  was  instructed  by  my  Ooverotnent 
to  make  the  stroogest  remoustiances  on  Uiis  sub- 
ject. To  all  these  observations  Mr.  Rivadavia 
replied  that  this  evil  would  no  longer  exisi;  that 
there  would  soon  be  given  an  order  recsUing  all 
privateers;  that  he  was  fully  convinced  thai  the 
most  important  object  with  this  Government  is  to 
acquire  the  good-will  and  friendship  of  all  other 
Governments,  and  that  he  was  determined  to 
make  every  sacrifice  to  attain  this  great  end.  He 
said  that  Governments  seated  in  perfect  peace  and 
security  reasoned  calmly  on  these  subjects,  bnt 
that  his  country  had  experienced  so  many  diffi- 
culties in  its  struggle  for  independence  that  the 
Government  had  been  compelled  to  adopt  the 
strongest  measures  agaiost  the  Spanish  comraerce; 
but,  said  he,  "  this  is  now  all  finished." 

At  the  moment  I  am  writing,  t  salvo  of  artil- 
lery, and  the  most  eitravagaot  demonstrations  of 
joy  through  (he  streeLi,  announce  the  capture  of 
Lima  by  San  Martin's  besieging  army.  If  this 
news  be  true,  it  puis  the  seal  to  (he  independence 
of  South  America.  The  Spanish  royalty,  driven 
from  its  last  hope  in  these  provinces,  antf  enlight- 
ened by  a  representative  Government,  wiii,  I 
think,  within  six  months,  acknowledge  tbeir  in- 
dependence. 

EMraet  of  a  UOer  ftvm  John  M.  Foiha,  E»q.,  Agml 
of  the  Uhittd  SkUa  at  Bvmot  Ayret,  to  Ou  Suwt- 
tary  0/ StaU,  datid 

Septehbek  11,  18S]. 
Enclosed  I  transmit  an  important  State  papa 
published  here — a  manifest  oi  the  Governor  and 
his  secretary  on  Ibe  projet  presented  to  the  honor- 
able junta  in  relation  to  the  congress  now  assem- 
bled at  Cordova,  together  with  the  proiet  submit- 
ted, which,  as  will  oe  seen,  is  intended  to  lay  the 
foundation  for  future  federation.  Messrs.  Riva- 
davia and  Garcia  are  pressing  with  great  vigor 
their  system  of  reform,  and,  by  a  strong  blow  at 
the  root,  have  violently  sbalten  the  branches  of 
the  tree  of  corruption.  Consternation  has  bees 
spread  through  the  ranks  of  smugglers,  by  the 
arrest  and  close  imprisonment,  the  day  before  yes- 
terday, of  Don  Fernando  Caloeron.  first  inspector 
of  the  cuslom-bouse.  This  man,  although  enjoy- 
ing a  very  liberal  salary,  has  notorious^  patron- 
ised (he  unblushing  atrocilies  of  the  giant  smug- 
glers who  have  totally  dilapidated  the  revenues  of 
the  country  for  years  past.  The  leading  man. 
accustomed  to  ask  and  obtain  every  thing  of  the 
Government,  yesterday  solicited  of  the  Qovemot 
a  mitigation  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr.  Calde- 
ron,  and  perhaps  his  dischawe  oo  bail.  Tbe 
Governor  consulted  Mr.  RivBdavis  on  the  expe- 
diency of  listening  to  the  call  of  mercy.  Tke 
latter  replied^  very  respeclfolly,  to  the  Governor. 
that  he  certainly  had  the  power  and  the  respoast- 
bility  for  any  measures  be  might  adopt,  bat  (hat. 
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if  his  Excellency  rielded  lo  ibe  BolicitBtions  in 
question,  be  (Mr.  R.)  miut  decliae  any  funhet 
serriee  as  aecreUrv.  This  firmness  prevailed. 
The  truth  is,  Mr.  RiradaTia,  bein^  the  father  of 
the  iaeipient  system  of  order  and  virtue,  from  his 
growing  influence,  has  become  indispensable  to 
the  accomplishment  of  the  views  now  cherished 
by  the  pablic  opinion.  -If  this  system  should  pre- 
vail,  the  immediEtte  efieci  of  it  will  be  the  preva- 
lence of  civil  over  military  infltteuce. 


SXPTEMBER  28, 1821. 

I  have  a  despatch  from  Jud^  Ptevost,  contain- 
ing the  gazettes  from  Lima,  published  since  the 
revolution  there,  which  I  shall  forward  by  the  first 
direct  oppoitaniiy.  The  night  before  the  last, 
(26th  instant)  the  Go vemor{ Rodriguez)  received 
an  ofiQcial  despatch  from  General  San  Martin, 
confiiming  the  previous  news  of  the  surrender  of 
Lima  lo  the  liberating  army,  and  accompanied  by 


gazettes  giving  the  details  of  that  important 

I  esterday  morning  ihisgreat  event  was  annonncea 

to  this  city  by  salvos  ofartiliery  from  the  fortand 


inal  vessels,  which  were  repealed  at 
at  sanset-  At  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Governor,  attended  by  his  Ministers  and  all  the 
public  functionaries,  went  to  the  cathedral  to  at- 
tend a  Te  Drum,  and  in  the  evening  the  city  was 
brilliantly  iltuminaied  ;  other  public  festivities  are 
said  to  be  contemplated,  among  which  a  ball  by 
the  Chilian  Minister  at  the  theatre,  and  another 
by  the  Government,  are  spoken  of.  In  fact,  this 
event  is  generally  considered  ax  a  finishing  blow 
in  the  contest  for  independence.     Enclmvd  is  a 

K per  just  published  here,  containing  a  familiar 
ter  from  San  Martin,  (addressed,  1  presume  to 
his  fotber-in-law,  Mr.  Gscalada,)  signed  Pepe, 
which  is  the  familiar  abbreviation  of  Joseph;  also, 
rarious  documents  relating  to  the  taking  possession 
of  Lima  ;  a  correspondence  between  San  Martin 
and  the  Archbishop  of  Lima  ;  the  declaration  of 
the  Cabildo,  &c.  By  these  public  papers,  it  ap- 
pears  that  San  Martin  has  added  to  his  fame  by 
the  moderation  and  respect  for  public  opinion 
which  he  has  manifested  on  this  great  occasion. 
Kvery  thing  here  breathes  joy  and  the  brightest 
hope  of  tbe  perfection  of  their  political  hapmness. 
The  congress  at  Cordova  is  now  entirely  lost  in 
tbe  contemplation  ofa  grand  congress,  which  it  is 
said  will  be  agreed  on  by  the  three  great  Republics 
of  Peru,  Chilt,  and  La  Plata.  Perhaps  the  sister 
Colombia  may  be  invited  to  this  family  party. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  copies  of  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Rivadavia  on  the  subject  of  privateering,  or  rather 
of  piracy,  dated  14Lh  September,  copy  of  that 
Miaisier's  reply,  under  15tb  September,  and  of  a 
conference  I  bad  with  him  on  the  17th  of  the  same 
month.  Enclosed  is  aUo  a  minute  of  a  previous 
conference  with  said  Minister  on  the  5ih  August 
last. 

Among  the  important  events  which  have  oc- 
curred on  this  side  of  the  mountains,  I  must  not 


omit  to  notice  the  total  destruction  of  the  party  of 
Jose  Miguel  Carrera,  and  the  public  execution  of 
thBtBctive,intelligent,and  extraordinary  man.  En- 
closed I  herewith  transmit  two  bulletins  published 
here  concerning  this  event.  By  the  first,  it  will 
appear  that  a  colond  (Don  Manuel  Arias)  had 
organized  a  revolution  in  Carrera's  band,  which 
he  communicated  to  the  Governor  of  Mendoza  on 
the  condition  of  saving  his  own  life,  and  those  of 
some  of  his  adherents.  By  the  second,  entitled 
"  Detail  of  tbe  destruction  of  Carrera,"  it  will  be 
seen  that  Carrera's  party  was  totally  defeated  by 
the  Mendozinos  on  the  31st  August,  and  that,  on 
the  4tb  of  this  month,  Carrera  was  shot  on  the 

Eublic  square  at  Mendoza ;  he  died  with  th^  most 
eroic  courage,  asking  for  only  favor  of  his  con- 
querors that  be  might  be  buried  in  the  same  grave 
with  his  two  brothers,  who  were  shot  in  tbe  same 
city  on  a  former  occasion.  It  would  he  well  for 
humanity  if  the  story  of  this  event  stopped  here; 
but  I  again  have  to  state  another  act  of  savage 
ferocity.  The  murdered  body  of  this  brave  and 
distinguished  roan  was  sbockmgly  mutilated ;  his 
head  was  cut  off  and  exposed  in  the  sqnare  of 
Mendoza ;  bis  right  arm  was  sent  to  the  Governor 
of  Cordova,  and  his  left  to  the  Punta  San  Luia> 
When  these  particulars  were  known  here,  tbey 
excited  the  sentiment  of  horror ;  and  it  has  even 
been  said  that  if  this  victim  of  the  ferocity  of  their 
half  savage  brethren  at  Mendoza  bad  been  sent  ta 
this  place,  erea  his  life  would  have  been  probably 

Carrera,  by  his  great  personal  resources,  bad 
proved  the  most  dangerous  enemy  of  the  present 
state  of  things  in  these  provinces;  and  had  San 
Martin  failed  in  Peru,  and  bad  Carrera  survived 
that  failure,  be  would  have  menaced  the  tranquil- 
lity of  Chili ;  thus  his  death  is  a  great  event  for 
the  present  rulern  here,  although  the  manner  of 
it  maybe  very  revolting  lo  their  more  civilized 
breasts. 

OCTOBEH  1,  1821. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  there  has  been  a 
further  publication  of  papers  connected  with  the 
occupation  of  Lima,  containing  certain  proclama- 
tions of  Generals  San  Martin  and  Arenalea;  ibis 
publication  I  herewith  enclose.  The  new  minis- 
ters have  very  judiciously  availed  themselves  of 
the  present  moment  to  propose  to  tbe  junta  a 

Seaeral  amnesty,  and  that  all  those  who  have 
een  exiled  for  differences  of  political  opinion 
should  be  recalled  to  the  bosom  of  their  country: 
this  proposition,  so  worthy  the  high-minded  cause 
of  the  present  ministry,  and  so  well  calculated  to 
conciliate  all  parties,  is  to  be  discussed  this  even- 
ing at  the  junta.  I  shall  attend  the  deba;e,  seats 
hemg  assigned  to  the  foreign  agents.  Among  the 
events  tendins  to  consolidate  tbe  moral  and  physi- 
cal force  of  these  provinces,  it  is  said  that  a  revo- 
IntioD  has  taken  place  in  the  Entre  Rios  against 
the  brother  of  the  slain  Ramirez.  At  the  head  of 
this  revolution  is  a  Mr.  Mansilla,  of  whose  rank 
and  history  I  am  ignorant.  The  flotilla  of  this 
province  is  co-operating,  and  further  assistance 
has  been  asked  of  Lopez,  the  Governor  of  Santa 
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F«.  The  trade  of  the  Bax&da.  haa  been  opened  in 
conseqaence  of  ibla  TeTolution.  I  iusi  now  met 
Mr.  Rivadavia  in  the  street,  and  loot  the  occasion 
to  remind  him  of  the  decree  which  be  bad  pram' 
iied  lo  send  me  on  the  snbjeci  of  prif  ateerin^i;  he 
said  it  depended  only  on  him  lo  reduce  it  lo 
wiitiog,  which  he  had  not  yet  had  time  to  do. 
He  has  given  me  reason  lo  hope  thai  he  will  call 
on  me  to-morrow;  but  the  Herculean  labor  of 
cleaasiog  the  Augean  stables  so  entirely  occupies 
him,  dav  and  night,  1  sometimes  fear  be  will  be 
quite  eihaUBied  before  be  can  accomplish  it. 

Qgii/  0/  a  UOtr  from  John  M.  Fbrbtt,  Em.,  United 

Siata  Agait  at  Buenos  Ayret,  lo  Jlfr.  nivadavia, 

MinUler  of  Foreifftt  RdaCiont. 

BuENOB  Aybbb,  S^Ujaber  II,  1S21. 

Sir:  Although  I  have  been  more  than  ten 
moDlfat  in  this  city,  I  have  never  until  now  found 
amomentwhen,  under  all  circumstances,  I  deemed 
it  expedient  to  lay  before  this  Qovernmeot  the 
sentiments  and  riewa  of  that  of  the  United  Slates 
in  relation  to  many  interesting  subjects  as  eon- 
lained  in  the  instructions  I  received  on  my  de- 
parture from  Washingtoa.  On  the  recent  organi- 
zation of  the  OorernmeDL  I  intimated  to  you  the 
desire  to  hold  a  full  and  frank  conference,  which 
yflD  had  the  goodness  to  promise  me  at  the  com- 
mencement of  tbe  past  month,  but  which  has  been 
unavoidsbly  delayed  by  your  more  pressing  ~ 
cnpations. 

Appreciating  as  1  do  the  great  and  efficient 
eSbrts  now  mating  by  you  in  the  cause  of  your 
Dountry,  I  should  most  willingly  continue  to  wait 
your  coQveaience  for  the  proposed  conference, 
were  Tnot  impelled  by  recent  information  to  press 
on  the  early  attention  of  this  Gh)vernmenl  one  of 
the  nibjeets  on  which  I  am  ibstnieied  by  that  of 
tke  United  States — I  mean  those  indiscriminate 
Tiolences  which  are  daily  committed  on  the  ocean 
against  the  peaceful  commerce  of  unoflending  na- 
tions, under  tbe  various  flags  of  the  Sooth  Ameri- 
can provinces. 

It  is  now  a  long  time  since  those  violences  have 
called  forth  the  most  pointed  reprobation  of  man^ 
Governments  in  Europe,  and  of  that  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States.  Several  governments  have  made  act' 
i»e  efibrts  to  repress  them  by  force.  These  efforts 
hare  been  unavailing;  these  privileged  plunderers 
"  Csa  add  colon  lo  the  duuneleoD,  '> 
"  Change  ihipes  with  Proten*  for  advintage," 
There  is  no^iog  fixed  but  the  blackness  of  their 
porposeand  the  boldness  of  their  alrocitiea.  They 
are  furnished  with  various  commissions,  and  navi- 
gated bv  crews  of  men  without  country,  without 
morality,  and  witboul  other  ties  than  those  of 
crime  and  plunder.  By  the  privateering  regula- 
tions of  Buenoa  Ayrea,  a  privateer  owned  here,  oi 
commissioned  by  this  Government,  who  shall  be 
famished  with  a  commission  from  any  other  prince 
OI  republic,  even  if  allied  with  Ibis,  "  shall  be  ad- 
judged a  good  prize,  and  her  captam  or  comman- 
der punished  as  pirates."  It  is  inerefore  under  the 
'  its  own  laws  that  I  presume  lo  call 


the  early  and  efficacious  inierventiiHi  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  vindicate  those  violated  law;.  Bui, 
sir,  it  is,  above  aU,  from  a  full  faith  in  iboe  senti- 
ments of  honor,  that  love  of  order  and  ju^e 
which  so  eminently  distinguish  every  step  of  ilit 

C resent  admioislraliou.  that  1  derive  tbe  sirat^ 
ope  that  this  c«ll  will  not  be  disregarded.  Tbt 
public  gazettes  recently  reeeived  from  the  Oaitti 
States  contain  several  well-aulbeptioted  sMt- 
ments  of  new  outrages  by  these  freebootera,  Tbose 
numbers  are  multipRed,  and  tbe  boldness  of  theit 
wicked  enterprises  increased  by  their  inijiuniij'.  I 
will  not  swell  this  wriitea  eommunicaiioa  bf  aof 
extracts  from  the  information  received ;  boi  hop« 
that,  at  an  early  day,  it  will  be  convenieat  ratvon 
to  admit  me  to  a  personal  conference,  when  1  skll 


lighly  interesting  and  import&nt  subject. 
1  avail  myseirWith  pleasure  of  this  occa 


Jfr.  Riixidavia  to  Sh.  FoAtt. 

BoENOB  Atres,  Sejd.  15,  1921. 

The  Minister  of  Qovernment  and  of  Fore^ 

Relations  has  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  om- 

cial  note  from  the  agent  of  the  United  Stairs  ub- 

der  yesterday's  date,  and  he  considers  It  u  ha 

Knicular  duty  to  make  anacknowiedgmeolofi^ 
Qorahle  distinction  the  said  agent  shows  tuvudi 
him.  With  respect  to  the  principal  a&ii  [hetDd 
contained,  he  can  only  repeat  what  he  bad  tk 
satisfaction  to  make  him  acquainted  with  iihis 
last  interview,  which  was,  that  the  Qovenumi 
had  adopted  every  measure  in  its  power  loso^ 
press  the  evils  committed  by  privateers  of  tut 
country  towards  the  commerce  of  neutral  nalioiii 
from  tue  abuse  of  their  commissions.  NevHilie- 
less,  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  feeliiig  de- 
sirous of  contributing  towards  the  ccmptetiooof 
these  measures  as  far  as  tbey  are  capable  of  beiog 
made  perfect,  he  will  be  happy  to  receive  aoyfiu- 
tber  explanation  on  this  su^iject  that  (he  ageoi  of 
the  United  Slates  may  think  proper  lo  giie  him: 
for  which  purpose,  it  will  be  taken  as  an  hoooi  il 
(he  agent  would  take  the  trouble  to  call  oa  the 
Minister  at  bis  house  on  Monday  moraing,  the 
17ih  iaslan^  at  eleven  o'clock. 

The  Minister  of  Government  and  of  Foreis^ 
Relations  expresses  his  thanks  to  the  agent  for  m 
distinction  he  confers  upon  hi m,  and  b^  tote- 
turn  it  by  the  assurances  of  his  consideratiau  and 
respecL 

BERNARDO  RIVADAVIA. 

To  JoBN  M.  Foaana,  Esq. 

Ertrad  of  a  ■mimdt  of  a  eonferenee  mih  Mr.  JKm* 

avia,  Mmwter  of  State. 

BuENOB  Ayrb8,  S^ember  17, 1831. 

I  received  this  morning  at  ten  o'clock,  bjr  the 

hands  of  one  of  the  clerkB  of  the  depaitmeiii,  u 
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amUtim  efattoHltk  SnoA  Amerka. 


■Dswer  from  the  Minister  of  Slate  to  my  letter  of 
ihe  14th  iDBtaDt,  coDtainiDg  m  iavitktioD  to  a 
coDfereDce  a(  eleven  o'eloeK  at  hii  house.  Al- 
though the  notice  was  too  »hort  to  admit  of  eny 
preparation,  I  gladly  accepted  the  inyitation,  la- 
cios  vilh  me  my  instraetioos,  including  tho*e  in- 
leoaed  for  the  late  Commodore  Perry.  I  foond 
the  Hioisler,  Mr.  RiTadaria,  quite  alone,  and  was, 
as  always,  well  received.  I  commeDced  my  con- 
TeTsation  by  vny  MDcere  aMurancea  of  the  eothu- 
liasm  I  felt  io  the  proent  march  of  eventii,  and 
compliment*  to  the  Miaiater  ob  his  zealoua  efforts 
for  t&e  establishment  of  order  m  the  adminisira- 
lioQ,  and  the  formation  of  a  «ound  public  opinion 
in  the  country.  I  then  observed  that,  not  having 
had  time  to  prepare  eiimcts,  I  had  brought  my 
initructioni  in  estmto,  and  would  asb  permissioo, 
io  frankness  and  friendship,  to  read  certain  parts 
of  them  in  the  original  language  in  which  they 
were  written,  whien  I  was  aware  was  well  under- 
stood l^  him.  I  then  read  the  sssnrances  of  the 
pood-wilt  of  the  United  States  towards  these  proT- 
mces,  and  the  interest  they  had  coostantly  felt  in 
the  sncceMof  their  efforts  for  iodepeedence.  I  con- 
tinued through  the  history  t>{  our  diplomatic  cor- 
ncpoitdeiice  and  measures  in  relation  to  the  South 
American  afiin,  to  all  which  the  Minister  listened 
with  muAh  attention  and  amMTent  Bp;»i>balion. 
When  1  coromunicaied  to  htm  the  fact  that  the 
United  Slates  Qovemmeni  had  proposed  to  those 
of  France  and  England  loackitowledge,  in  conceit 
with  them,  tbe  independence  of  Bneoos  Ayres,  in 
reply  to  my  qnealion  be  conftssed  his  prerioas 
ignorance  of  tnat  fact.  I  then  continued  the  for- 
cible expositions  in  Ihe  instructions  to  Commodore 
Perry  of  the  evils  and  horrors  of  the  system  of 
piracy  as  practised  by  vessels  carrying  varloBs 
colors  of  tbe  Booth  American  provineesj  and  staled 
to  him  that  the  United  Stales  would  not  acknow- 
ledge as  legal  any  commission  granted  in  blank; 
which  he  said  was  perfectly  just,  and  continued 
by  saying  that  he  was  fully  sensible  of  all  the  in- 
jury which  had  been  done  to  the  cause  and  char- 
acter of  these  provinces,  and  deprecated  as  much 
as  any  one  the  atrocities  which  had  been  commit- 
ted on  neatral  commerce;  that  the  Qovernment 
Lad  determined  on  an  entire  change  of  system,  and 
that,  probably,  this  day  a  decree  would  be  drawn  up 
rerokinc  all  privateer  commissions,  and  ordering 
them  allfo  return  within  a  ^iren  period.  But  ibis 
decree  would  be  communicated  to  me,  when  it 
would  beteenifanvihiog  more  efficacious  remained 
to  be  done  within  the  scope  oftheGoverti  meat's  au- 
thority. I  observed  that  the  decision  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  in  perfect  afiisoo  wi*  the  whole  sys- 
tem now  going  into  operation,  eminently  wise  and 
politic,  and  would  have  a  most  important  influ- 
ence on  the  opinion  of  other  nations  in  regard  to 
this  country;  that,  as  nothing  had  so  much  ope- 
rated to  damp  the  enthusiasm  of  my  countrymen 
it)  favor  of  South  American  liberty  as  the  enor- 
mities committed  under  the  patriot  flags,  so  noth- 
ing would  so  effectnally  tend  to  reanimate  their 
good  wishes  as  the  suppression  of  those  crying 
abuses-  I  staled  to  Ihe  Minister  tbe  measures 
adopted  by   Congress  to  repress  the  predatory 


1815,  of  which  be  requested  end  I  pro 
ised  a  copy.  1  next  read  from  the  insiruciion  of 
12th  July,  1S20,  the  remarks  oo  the  subject  of 
commercial  preferences,  and  the  magnanimous 
feeling  with  which  theGovernment  of  the  United 
States  disclaimed  any  wish  to  barter  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  independence  of  these  provinces 
for  any  exclusive  advantages  in  their  commerce; 
at  the  same  time,  their  firm  reliance  that  no  such 
exclusive  privileges  would  be  granted  to  other  na- 
tions to  the  prejudice  of  the  United  Slates.  On 
this,  Mr.  Rivadavia  anured  me  that  it  was  the 
firm  determination  of  this  Government  to  grant 
no  exclusive  privileges  of  commerce  to  any  nation 
whatever,  and  that  I  might  communicate  this  de- 
cision to  my  GovernmeDi,  with  an  anurnnce  that 
the  most  complete  reliance  might  be  placed  on  it. 
The  Minister  proceeded,  that  bis  most  decided 
opinion  was,  that  no  measure  whatever  ought  to 
be  taken  to  solicit  an  acknowledgment  of  the  in* 
dependenceof  these  provinces  by  any  Government. 
He  exjH'essed  himself  in  flattering  terms  of  hia 
good-wilt  towards  me  personally,  and  added,  that 
it  wonld  be  an  abuse  of  the  confldence  I  bad 
evtaeed  tovrards  him  if  be  were  to  eng^:e  dm  Io 
make  any  representations  to  my  Government  tend- 
ing to  that  end,  and  that  he  was  much  less  dia- 
pwed  to  take  any  snch  measure  towards  any  Oov- 
ernmeot  of  Europe;  that  such  proceeding  mtist 
operate,  if  unsuccessful,  to  the  humiliatioD  of  tb« 
pTOTinoes,  and,  if  successful,  to  mislead  the  people, 
by  persuadins  them  that  sueb  recognition  was  ali- 
sameient  (0  their  political  existence  and  happinesai 
thalj  in  bis  opinion,  tbe  most  efficacious  system 
would  be  to  establiiib  order  and  wise  institutiona 


Iraternity  of  othef 
nations,  when  it  would  be  voluntarily  oflered; 
that  such  volaniary  recognition,  ia  every  point  of 
view  would  be  much  more  bene6cial  than  thai 
protection  which  should  result  from  a  compromise 
of  honor  and  interest ;  that  he  had  told  his  eoiw 

__, ,  de  hatte  voix,  his  sentiments  on  the  ioft- 

portanl  topic  of  self-government ;  that  much  was 
to  be  done,  but  that  he  hoped  to  see  the  snceessfbl 
pn^essofa  sound syslemofdomesticaod  foreigit 
policy.    Onr  conference  lasted,  with  a  short  inter- 
ruption, nearly  two  hours,  and.  we  separated  with 
aursnces  of  mutual  satisfaction. 
An  exact  minute  takm  immediately  after  the 
inference.  J.  M.  FORBES. 

BoGHoa  Atbbb,  8^  22, 1821. 
8ia :  Enclosed  I  have  tbe  honor  to  transmit  a 
correct  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  the 
20th  of  April,  1818,  for  tbe  paoisbment  of  certain 
crimes  a^inst  the  United  States,  to  which  act 
reference  was  had  io  the  conference  to  which  yon 
id  me  the  honor  to  admit  roe  on  Monday,  tbe  17th 

I  pray  you,  Mr.  Minister,  to  accept  the  renewed 
ssurancee  of  my  highest  consideration  and  respect 
J.  M.  FORBES. 
Hon.  B.  Rivadavia,  AHnUeer,  fe. 
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ComUtioit  <^  ^a»ith  aoalh  Amtriea. 


Mr.  Rivadavia  to  Sir.  fbiia. 

BiJEBOS  Ayreb,  Ort.  6,  1881. 
The  Minister  of  Goremmeot  and  of  Foreign 
Relations,  in  consequEDce  of  the  offer  mide,  has 
the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  asent  of  the  United 
States  a  copy  of  the  decree  which  has  just  been 
issued  by  ibe  Deiwrtmeiit  of  War  and  Marine  cou- 


and  ahali  put  into  port  to  diaann  and  retimt  kb 


TheMioisler  salutes  the  agent  with  his  most 
dbiioguished  coDsideraiioa. 

BERNARDO  RIVADAVIA. 

DECREE. 

Department  of  War, 
J9u*n«  Ayru,  Ocl6ber  6,  1881. 

Among  the  resources  which  the  unfortunate 
lights  of  war  have  rendered  lawi'ul,  and  its  object 
necetaary,  is  privateering.  The  wars  of  the  inde- 
pendeace  of  the  provioces  of  Holland  and  of  the 
United  Slates  of  North  America  have  proved  that 
this  kind  of  warfare  is  the  most  advantageous  for 
s  country  which  prepares  to  defend  its  indepeod' 
«nce  against  a  more  ancient  and  remote  coontrjr 
tbathasffovemed  ii.  It  is  impossible  to  prevent  or 
represt  all  the  abuses  which  may  result  from  pri- 
vateering. The  Government  which  finds  itself 
under  the  painful  necessity  of  authorizing,  and 
even  of  encouraging  it,  has  only  two  ways  of  les- 
sening ita  ill^al  consequences,  and  in  so  far  has 
only  (WO  obligations  in  this  respect :  the  first  it,  to 
dictate  aucb  rules  and  take  such  precautions  and 
guataoten  as  may  correct  abuses,  not  suffering 
them  to  pass  unpunished.  In  this  respect  the  Qov- 
-Cmmeot  of  these  provinces  has  fulfilled  its  duly, 
and  the  regulation  of  privateers  proves  it.  The 
other  obligation  is,  to  put  an  end  to  this  kind  of 
Varfare,  either  when  it  shall  be  no  longer  neces- 
sary (o  the  object  which  induced  it,  oc  when  the 
effect  which  it  produces  no  longer  equals  the  risks 
and  inconvenience  which  result  from  it.  The 
Government  considers  these  two  cases  as  having 
taken  place,  and,  ia  virtue  thereof,  it  has  agreed 
upon,  and  now  decrees,  the  foUowitk^  articles: 

1,  In  future,  no  commission  of  privateering 
whatever  shall  be  granted  without  a  previous  saU 
emn  puUicalion,  eiprcssing  the  cause  which  oUi- 
ges  the  Government  to  have  recourse  to  this  mea- 
sure. 

S.  Every  individual  who  possesses  any  commis- 
sion, and  shall  be  now  in  the  territory  of  this  Jtro- 
vince,  shall  be  oblized  to  present  it  to  the  Minister 
of  Marine  within  fifteeo  tfays  from  the  date  of  this 

8.  Those  individuals  who  hold  privateer  com- 
nissions.  and  are  in  eonntries  situated  on  the  other 
Mde  of  the  equinoctial  line,  or  on  the  coast  of  the 
Pacific,  shall  be  held  to  present  the  said  commis- 
aions  at  the  Ministry  of  Marine  within  the  term  of 
eight  months, 

4.  The  sureties  given  shall  answer  for  the  ful- 
filment of  the  foregoing  articles. 

5.  Everycommanderof  a  vessel  armed  asa  pri- 
vateer in  virtue  of  a  commission  of  any  one  of  the 
Ooveinments  which  have  commanded  in  this  cap- 
ital, on  sight  of  this  decree,  shall  ceaae  lo  cruise. 


6.  Every  one  who  shall  contravene  the  preee- 
ding  article  will  incur  the  pains  of  piracy. 

7.  Every  vessel  which,  after  the  term  of  taght 
months  from  the  date  of  this  decree,  shall  continoe 
to  cruise  under  the  authority  of  a  commiaston  of 
the  Government  of  this  country,  shall  be  treated 

a  pirate. 

8.  TheMinislerof WarandMarineischuged 
with  the  execution  of  this  decree. 

MARTIN  RODRIGUEZ, 
Miitilter  of  War  and  Marmt. 
FRANCISCO  DE  LA  CRDZ. 


the  Unittd  Siala  at  Bveitot  Ayra,  to  the  Sareiarg 

of  State,  iated 

October  8,  1821. 

Sib:  The  detention  of  the  vessel  by  which  I 
had  prepared  to  send  the  foregoing  despatch  fur- 
nishes an  opportunity  to  commimtcate  a  trRsala- 
lion  of  the  promised  decree  for  sunprcBing  priva- 
teering. It  has  not  yet  been  published  here,  but 
will  undoubtedly  appear  in  the  first  official  regia- 
ter,  which  will  perhaps  be  printed  tOHnorrow  or 
next  day.  1  hope  that  the  terms  of  it  will  prove 
Kalisfactory  lo  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates.    Although  tbe  right  is  reserved  of  reaortiag 


be  more  efficient  to  guard  against  (hose  aboaea 
which  have  heretofore  been  so  justly  and  exten- 
sively complained  of. 

By  the  schooner  Essex,  to  sail  to-morroir  for 
Providence,  I  shall  have  the  honor  <o  transmil 
duplicates,  together  with  Judge  Prevost'a  despatch, 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing.    I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  M.  FORBES. 
October  11,  ISSl. 

F.  S.-^y  this  vessel,  (the  Essex,  via  Provi- 
dence,) I  send  Judge  Prevost's  despatch^  and  a 
large  file  of  newspapers.  The  decree  against  pri- 
vaieertng  was  punlislied  yesterday  in  the  Ses/iMro 
OjtciaL 

Hon.  J.  d-  Adamb,  Sec.  o/Slate. 

ExtToOt  0/  a  lain  fnnn  J.  M.  FoTiei,  Etj.,  to  tJ>t 
Setrelary  of  State,  dated 
Buenos  Ayres,  Octabtr  26,  1821. 
I  have  previously  reported  the  total  destractioii 
of  the  parlies  oC.Kamirex  and  Carrera,  together 
with  the  death  of  those  chiefs,  the  barbarous  dmi- 
tiiation  of  their  bodies,  &e.  By  these  events,  the 
influence  of  this  province  over  the  others  is  much 
increased,  and,  bv  the  wise  course  of  the  [veseiii 
administration,  the  moral  force  of  a  sound  and 
exemplary  political  deportment  will  be  added  lo 
the  successof  their  arms;  and  I  hope  that  the  day  is 
not  far  distant  when  all  the  jarring  jealousies  which 
have  hitherto  so  perniciously  counteracted  ihe 
progress  of  civil  liberty  will  be  pat  to  silence,  and 
the  wife  men  of  every  section  ol'  this  coBDtry  will 
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QmtHHm  <^  SpimM  South  AmtHea. 


I  be  brtNwht  to  ■  eordial  co^pention  to  attain  (h« 
high  objects  of  their  potilical  deatiay.  Bat  moeh. 
*erf  much,  rmiain)  lo  be  done  before  the  general 
onion  of  the  great  Mctions  of  thii  alnMM  bomtd- 
len  conntry  in  bd;  one  sTsteto  of  gaverDineiit  can 
be  effected. 

Id  the  meai)  time,  Rivadavia  and  Oircia,  firm 
aa  ib«f  ate  enlightened  and  patriotic,  are  poTsuing 
"  the  even  tenor  of  their  way."  Thef  bare  added 
paUic  credit  to  the  other  sinews  of  war  which  this 
province  before  posiessed,  bf  repaying  with  great 
punctuality,  in  gold,  Mvcral  toana,  (a  thing  with- 
out example  in  the  history  of  this  reToluiion ;) 
they  enjoy  now  lo  so  great  a  degree  the  confidence 
of  the  community,  that  I  believe  they  could  bor- 
row to  any  reasonable  amount  for  en  immediate 
exigency.  It  is  said,  also,  that  an  entirely  new 
system  of  finance  ii  agreed  on,  and  will  appear  in 
a  few  days.  By  Ibis  tariflj  as  it  haa  been  repre- 
sented to  me,  ttie  doties,  with  a  very  few  excep- 
tion?, will  be  ad  Talorera,  and  will  vary  from  five 
to  fifleen  per  cent.  Every  possible  measure  is 
taken  to  merenl  sma^gling,  and  public  opinion 
and  morality  are  cherished  by  the  OoTernmenl. 
If,  therefore,  Bumoi  Ayres,  in  all  the  darkness  of 
her  m09t  gloomy  period,  public  sentiment  para- 
lyzed by  deadly  dissensions,  and  public  resourees 
completelr  dilapidated,  has  be«a  able  to  Hlrugvle 
successfully  a^inst  the  machinations  of  the  other 
proTiDCes,  it  IS  not  too  rash  lo  expect  that  when 
she  fights  with  a  twofold  armament  of  reason  and 
force,  seconded  by  a  vigorous  public  credit,  the 
Tictory  most  eventually  be  hers.  The  most  de- 
plorable result,  however,  of  these  continued  agita- 
tions, is  the  necessity  of  continuing  an  onerous 
military  eslaUiihawDt. 

The  most  alarming  state  of  agitation  prevails 
in  the  neighboring  kingdom  of  Brazil.  It  was 
some  days  since  nrnfldenily  reported,  on  the  au- 
thority of  Captain  McLean,  of  the  British  Qov- 
ment  lirig  Beaver,  in  six  days  from  Rio  to  Monle- 
vido,  that  Prince  Don  Pedro  was  to  have  been 
crowned  King  of  Brazil  on  the  13th  of  the  pres- 
ent month.  Subsequent  accounts  contradict  this 
fact,  and  it  is  now  no  longer  believed.  It  is, 
however,  well  known  that  the  public  mind  there 
isinamoatrevetishstalej  and,  should  civil  war  burst 
forth,  it  would  be  the  signal  of  the  emancipation 
of  a  numberless  horde  of  slaves,  and  the  most 
horrid  scenes  of  blood  and  derastaiioa  would 
overwhelm  that  kingdom,  and  eventually  thtealeo 
these  provinces,  where  it  would  find  easy  victims 
in  the  scanty  white  population  here.  The  pro- 
gren  of  this  all-destroying  flame  conld  onl^  be  ar- 
rested by  the  Indians,  and,  in  noch  a  conflict,  this 
delightful  country  would  be  totally  lost  to  civili- 


Sir.  Forbu  to  tht  Scaraary  ofStatt — EsciTaii. 
BoEKOB  Aykeb,  Nmembtr  6, 1821. 
Since  my  last  rcapeels.  we  have  received'news 
from  Lima  and  Chili,  by  which  it  appears  that 
Che  royalist  armv,  which  bad  evacuated  Lima  on 
the  6lh  July  nnoer  La  Bema,  had  returned  on  the 
23d  AitgQst  under  the  command  of  Cantemc,  La 


Serna  lemainii^  sick  at  Xanxa.  The  strength  of 
the  returning  army  was  between  three  and  four 
thousand  men  ;  the  official  aceoiyits  say  that  they 
BVoidbd  an  engagement  with  San  Martin,  but  i 
have  seen  several  private  letera.  and  one  from  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  who  iwas  two  days 
in  San  Martin's  camp,  in  view  of  the  royaliat 
troops,  and  who  states  that  San  Martin's  force 
was  much  so  ' 
battle ;  but  t 
ted  the  unmolested  march  of  the  royalists  into 
Callao,  The  motive  of  such  a  proceeding  is  gen- 
erally deemed  strange  and  incomprehensihle ;  bat 
it  occur?  to  me  that  San  Martin,  being  sure  of 
eventually  forcing  the  garrison  of  Callao,  aug- 
mented as  it  is,  to  a  capitnlation,  prefers  to  con- 
tinue his  influence  by  protracting  the  military 
conflict  until  the  civil  orgaotzetion  of  this  new- 
born Republic  shall  be  completed,  rather  than  to 
put  down  the  remnant  of  the  royal  troops,  and 
leave  the  country  to  the  agonies  of  conflicting 
factions ;  or,  in  a  few  words,  to  make  himself,  at 
bis  own  choice.  King,  Dictator,  or  Director,  m 
has  al  present  taken  the  head  of  the  civil  and 
military  power,  with  the  title  of  Protector.  All 
accoonts  agree  in  the  enthusiasm  for  independence 
prevftiling  in  Lima.  On  the  late  return  of  the 
royalists  troops,  it  became  necessary  to  imprison 
twelve  hundred  old  Spaniards,  as  it  is  said,  to 
preserve  them  from  the  popular  fury.  I  have 
conversed  on  these  events  with  several  gentlemeh 
well  acquainted  with  Peru  and  Lima,  and  partic- 
ularly with  a  sensible  friar,  native  of,  and,  until  re- 
cently, resident  at  Lima,  who  agrees  in  the  gen- 
eral opinion  that  the  return  of  (be  troops  to  Callao  is 
a  most  fortunate  event,  inasmuch  as  it  places  the 
termination  of  the  war  in  the  hands  of  San  Mar- 
tin ;  whereas,  had  La  Serna  kept  the  country, 
and  increased  bis  force*,  he  might  have  continued 
the  war  for  a  very  long  lime.  I  send  enclosed 
a  bulletin  issued  on  the  subject,  by  which  you 
will  be  able  to  see  and  appreciate  events  in  their 
detail. 

Of  this  province  I  have  only  to  say  that  there 
are  stilt  active  but  occult  eflbrls  making  to  over- 
turn the  present  administration,  and  bring  the 
PueyrredoB  party  into  power. 

EatratU  of  a  ItUtr  pom  John  M.  Forfiw,  E»g.,  Agent 
oftht  tJnUtd  States  at  BiienoiAyTU,tofht&cretati/ 
0/  StaU,  dated 

NOVEHBER  13,  1821. 

Since  my  last,  we  have  the  important  news  of 
the  surrender  of  Callao.  I  send  encloaed  dia  btd- 
letin  published  here,  by  which  you  will  see  the 
particulars  of  the  capitulation.  Private  letiars 
slate  that  Gmtsroe's  army  was  much  harassed  on 
its  retreat,  and  was  still  pursued.  It  is  nid  that 
eight  bandred  of  bis  army  had  joined  that  of  San 
hurtin.  It  was  ibonght  that  thav  would  not  re- 
main five  hundred  men  to  join  La  Sema.  I  hare 
seen  a  private  letter  which  slates  that  when  the 
report  reached  Lima  of  Cenlenc's  approach,  funds 
to  the  amount  of  five  or  six  hundred  ihouaand 
dollars  were  embarked  on  board  the  shipe  at  An- 
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oon.  Lord  Cochrane  had  been  foi  come  time 
making  ererf  exerlioD  to  procure  monef  to  pay 
off  ibe  crews  of  bis  ships,  but  without  eSecl. 

On  bearing  that  Ifaii  amontil  was  on  board  ihe 
difiereot  iraoHporis,  he  repaired  to  Aneoa  with  the 


n|»neaIatioiis  of  the  General,  and  imniediatdy 
paid  the  arrearage  dae  to  hii  men.  Report  says 
that  be  has  not  dared  to  puthiifoolonahoreaiBoe 
he  took  this  Tiotcnt 


November  16, 1621. 

Tbe  "  RegJstro  Official."  No.  13,  published  yes- 
terday, CDOtains  the  resolutiou  of  tbe  honorable 
jutita  on  the  subject  of  general  amuesly,  and 
obliTioD  of  political  acts  and  opinions,  togeiher 
with  a  decree  of  the  GoTernoi,  by  .which  alfibose 
who  bare  been  exiled  under  tbe  special  powers 
vested  in  tbe  Executive  by  the  decree  of  6ih  of 
October,  1820,  and  all  who  hare  voluntarily  ab- 
sented tJtemselves  to  avoid  tbe  evils  of  polLtical 
agitation,  may  forthwith  retura  without  passports ; 
oaly  oine  persons  are  excepted  from  this  amnesty, 
and  they  are  not  named. 

It  is  said  that  an  officer  has  arrived  here,  sent 
by  tbe  Governor  of  TQcuman,  charged  loaolicit 
military  aid  to  deliver  that  provinceaod  its  vicinity 
of  the  presence  of  tbe  royalist  troops,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  declare  a  perfect  coincidence  of 
opinion  with  thai  put  forth  by  ibis  Governrnenl 
on  the  subject  of  tbe  confederation.  Every  thing 
continues  lo  go  on  well  here.  Enclosed  1  send  a 
printed  paper  entitled  DiaUanen  dt  on  Arribeno, 

f which  means  citizens  of  tbe  interior  provinces.) 
t  goen  to  inainiain  tbe  inexpediency  of  a  confed- 
eratioD  at  present,  whicb  is  the  ground  taken  by 
this  province. 

Exiraa  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Pmoit,  JgetU  of  th* 
UniUd  Statet  in  South  America,  lo  ike  Semtary  of 
Suit*. 

St.  Jaoo  dc  Cbiu,  Jme  30, 1S21. 
In  my  last  1  meationed  tbe  departure  of  Lord 
GDcbraDe  from  Huacbo,  with  six  huudred  troops, 
tor  the  purpose  of  landins  them  somewhere  lo  the 
southward  of  the  capital,  so  as  to  intercept  the 
supplies  from  that  quarter.  It  is  now  ascertained 
that  bis  lordship  has  directed  this  force  to  a  dif- 
ferent point,  with  objects  distinct  from  those  coo- 
templaled  bf  the  General.  After  proceeding;  to 
Pisco,  and  pillaging  that  place,  he  went  to  Arica, 
-where  there  wa«  a  considerable  quantity  of  mer- 
chandise in  deposiie  ibr  the' market  of  Lima,  look 
posseniun  of  the  town  at  the  poioiof  the  bayonet, 
and  as  mnch  of  tbe  moveable  properly  as  be  eoula 
grasp.  It  i«  the  third  or  fourlb  lime  dificmtsec- 
itionx  of  the  coant  have  been  thus  dittHssed  by  a 
mcde  of  warfare  injurioos  lo  tlie  cause,  alwayn  at 


adhered  lo  by  the  Genrral.  Inadditioato 
hs  baa  laoely  committed  outrages  upon  the  Btilisb 
flag,  by  impreasing  aeamen,  and  by  detaining  Ibe 
vessels  from  which  they  were  taken,  in  order 
ta.iMe  itaem  aslnnapait*.    These  mels,  of  courae, 


are  disavowed  by  the  Gh>TeTniiKnt:  bat  Ow;  t 
have  given  riae  lo  a  corrapondence  which  ibnu- 
ened  a  serious  result.  Amtog  other  subjects, tiitt 
of  the  blockftde  was  iutrodvced :  tbe  one  iDHEiin; 
upon  its  nullity  in  loto,  if  oooieiiipla.ted  lo  eu' 
brace  any  portion  of  the  coast  not  covered  i>j  u 
actual  force ;  ibe  othet  denying  the  cooKipiiein, 
and  maintaining  Ihe  sufficiency  of  tbe  force.  At 
though  Ibis  GovernmeDt  might  have  smtiind 
the  position  aetuoied,  by  recurring  to  fitiiiih  pat 
tice,  yet,  in  their  situation,  it  was  neither  prudeai 
nor  justifiable  to  assume  any  equivocal  gmmdt, 
parlicularly  on  such  a  subject ;  and  I  ibougbi  ii 
proper,  therefore,  to  preaeni  a  note  lotheSccre- 
lary  of  Slate,  asking  the  tmCb  of  the  "     "  ' 


ur  latiguage  aiKt  in  his  on 
loped  fto  have  tvoenred]  ikt 


Director, 

handwriting.  I  had  bop 
cDTreEpaQdnice,  but  Ihe  delays  are  such  here  mall 
the  paUie  offices  that  I  cannot  avail  aysdlofii 
for  Ibis  opportunity ;  it  ia  not  now,  however  ui- 
nirtant,  except  for  the  greater  Htiuactioa  ci  tk 
Preaident,  inasmuab  a*  an  order  has  been  iwcd 
in  confrnmity  with  bis  note,  ajad  conveyed  to  Sir 
Thomas  Hardy,  who  acquieaced  in  its  propn^tT' 
Thnv  have  been  upwards  of  a  doscn  Snilisb 
metobanimen  under  cajiture,  some  of  which  uie 
alteadr  been  condemned. 

Nothing  has  reached  us  frona  the  atmyisur 
than  the  4lh  of  May,  when  8aa  Martin  hid  re- 
sumed bb  former  station  at  Ancon,  wiiluo  4  few 
leagues  of  Ibe  capiral.  It  is  fear«d  heKiUiihe 
absence  of  Lord  Cocbr»ne  on  the  exptdiUDO  I 
have  already  referred  to  may  retnrd  iheFiewior 
(he  General,  if  not  defeat  tbe  object  of  hi&sf- 
prooch.  Bolivar  has  sent  a  considerable  forftto 
Guayaquil,  aeveu  hnudred  of  which  have  aliml)' 
landed  at  the  place,  from  whence  they  vt  in 
march  for  the  Congress  of  QAiito. 

No.  1. 
Mr.  Prevott  to  Mr.  Joaquin  dt  fcAwerfa,  Ster^ 
of  StiUe  of  tht  lUpuUic  of  ChUi. 
St.  Jsao  de  Chili,  /wu  18,  1S21. 

8iB  :  I  understand  that  there  i*  a  letter  in  ton 
bom  Sir  Thomas  Hardy^  addressed  to  the  Briwb 
merchants  of  this  [daoe,  in  which  it  ia  stated  iku 
this  Government  considers  the  whole  coast  of  Ptn 
south  of  the  capital  as  under  blockade,  allhiH(t 
thae  is  no  foioe  stationed  before  any  one  pona- 
eept  that  of  Callao.  This  information  it  so  mti 
at  variance  with  the  impressions  I  bare  tmifwo'l 
received  during  my  residmce  here:,  th*i  I  raoM  be- 
lieve some  miatake  has  arisen  either  with  m^  >■- 
formant  or  wilb  the  British  admiral. 

Will  you  therefore  allow  me,  sir,  to  ask  from 
you  the  fact  on  this  subject  7  It  it  a  que^ioD  of 
tfreat  moment,  one  of  peculiar  interest  in  'H* 
United  States  since  our  last  contest  with  Gttti 
Britain,  and  one  upon  which  I  am  anxious  M 
there  should  exist  no  difference  of  opiniOD.  Tbe 
ptiBCiple  upon  which  the  right  of  exclosion  fna 
any  specific  port  is  founded,  is  the  temporary  ax- 
«r«gaty  acquired  by  Ibe  preaenee  of  tne  ftute  a 
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ooe  beUigereni,  eompelent,  as  to  the- other,  to  coii- 
UtA  the  mouth  of  such  port  or  harbor.  Uence.  it 
is  obTioiis  that  to  the  legal  exercise  a(  the  ligEits 
growing  out  of  the  blockade  the  force  must  be 
permaoeDt  in  its  station. 

There  will  offer  a  eonreyuice  to  the  United 
Stales  in  a  few  days,  of  which  I  could  wish  lo 
avail  myieli^  aa  well  to  satiofy  the  Pre»ident  of 
tbe  strict  adherence  to  ptiuciples  maintained  by 
his  Excellency  the  Supreme  Direclor,  as  lo  defeat 
the  eSeeia  of  rumors  ittat  must  have  a  pernicious 
tendency  at  home. 

J.  B.  -PREVOST. 

Hon.  JOAftDIM  DB  EOBETIRIA. 

No.  a. 

Gtneral  (PIB^tu  to  Mr.  Pretait. 

Jdme  23,  IS21. 

Mr  Dejir  Sib:  lam  very  much  obliged  to  you 
for  the  indication  which  favon  me  with  your  note 
of  ibji  day.  Tou  mighl  be  lure  of  my  resolution 
about  the  necessity  of  an  actual  force  to  be  sta- 
tioned-at  the  sight  of  the  ports  that  are  to  ciinsti- 
tute  the  blockade.  Thin  very  moment  I  am  an- 
swering Sir  Thomas  Hardy  about  this  point,  de- 
clarintt  that  must, he  considered  as  such  to  the 
ports  from  Pisco  (o  Ancon,  and  orders  will  be 
despatched  to  the  vice  admiral,  Lord  Cochrane,. 
and  General  San  Martin,  by  the  first  safe  conduct. 

By  next  Tuesday's  post  to  Valparaiso  will  be 
seot  to  you,  by  tbe  Minister  of.  State,  all  which 
has  occurred  about  the  matt«ri  meaawhile,  1  re- 
main your¥,  most  sincerely, 

B.  O'HIGGINS. 


Extract  of  a  Utter froti-Mf.  Hogan,  Com/mtrcicd  Agent 
of  the  United  Statei  at  Talparateo,  lo  the  Secretary 
of  State,  dated 

AuotraT  18, 1821. 
I  have  DOW  tbe  honor  to  inform  you  thaL  on 
Ibe  13lh  instant,  a.  despatch  vessel  arrived  here 
from  Callao,  which  place  she  lea  on  the  23d  ulti- 
mo, with  advices  to  this  Government  of  the  sur- 
reoder  of  Lima  to  Qeoeral  Sau  Martin,  and  of 
the  inhabitants  haringiworn  to  Ibj  independence 
of  the  place.  On  the  l2th  of  July  the  Spanish 
tpoops  proceeded  to  the  mountains  with  their  Gen- 
eral, who  first  placed  a  garrison  of  two  thousand 
men  in  Callao,  which  place  had  not  surrendered 
when  the  despatch  came  away,  but  could  not  be 
expected  to  hold  out,  as  there  was  not  more  than 
a  week's  provision  in  the  fortress,  which  was  to 
be  attacked  by  land  and  by  sea  from  tbe  squadron. 
The  sufierings  of  the  people  in  Lima  for  want  of 
breadstufis  and  other  food  had  been  great;  but 
there  is  no  public  gazette  issued  explanatory  of  the 
proceedings,  and  private  letters  are  short  and  ud- 
saiisfactory.  It  is  impossible  to  say  to  what  ex- 
tent they  had  carried  their  altachmeDt  to  royalty, 
or  rather  their  opposition  to  being  conquered  hy 
tbe  farces  of  Chin,  whom  they  had  even  treated 
ajiA  considered  as  an  inferior  people,  not  entitled 
^  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  rights  witn  themselves. 
To  expect  them  to  snbmit  taiiiely  to  tbe  dictation 


of  this  slio  of  country  is,  1  believe,  more  than  will 
be  realized,  although  there  can  never  be  any  doubt 
of  the  country  of  South  America  facing  the  Pa- 
cific ocean  being  forever  free  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Old  Spain. 

An  addilioBal  exportduty  of  15  per  ceuL  is  laid 
by  this  Government  upon  all  articles  shipped  Enm 
this  port  for  Lima ;  many  vesseb  are  in  port  ready 
to  depart  as  soon  as  permitted.  The  ConstelU- 
tion  was  at  Callao,  and  may  (by  report  only)  be 
expected  here  woo. 

Mr.  Frevost  is  expected  from  Santiago,  to  em- 
bark by  the  first  vessel  from  Lima.  I  send  this 
letter  in  duplicate  by  two  ships  bound  this  day  (o 
London,  in  the  hope  that  either  mavbeputon 
board  of  some  vessel  bound  to  the  United  Stale*. 
I  bave  also  written  to  Mr.  Rush  by  them,  tttpaaH- 
tog  he  may  communicUe  the  infonnation  t^  ibe 
earliest  opporttuiiy. 

Soon  attar  toy  arrivRl  here,  1  wrote  to  Capt«n 
Ridgely,  requesting  he  would  use  his  endeavon 
lo  inform  you,  by  way  of  Panama,  of  the  &I1  of 
that  important  section  of  South  Aiacriea,  wbieh 

I  dooU  not  will  be  the  fint  c ■— "- 

will  receive. 


Aaofthe  itdeftmienet  of  Peru. 
In  -thb  Rotal  crrr  or  Pxac, 

/ufp  15, 1831. 
The  senors  who  compose  it  having  yesterday 
assembled  in  the  most  excellent  Senate,  with  tbe 
most  excellent  and  most  illnsirious  seoor  the  Arch- 
bishop of  this  holy  Metropolitan  church,  the  prt; 
lales  of  the  religious  convents,  titulars  of  Castile, 
and  various  neighbors  of  Ibis  capital,  fijr  the  pur- 
pose of  fulfilling  what  bad  been  provided  in  the 
official  letter  of  the  most  excellent  seoor  tbe  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief of  the  liberating  army  of  Peru,  Don 
Jose  de  San  ^artiu,  the  contents  of  which  were 
read ;  and  persuaded  thereof,  reduced  to  what  per- 
sons of  known  probity,  learning,  and  patriotism, 
who  inhabit  this  capital,  would  express,  if  tbe 
general  opinion  for  independence  had  been  re- 
solved on,  which  vote  would  serve  as  a  guide  to 
tbe  said  General  for  proceeding  To  take  the  oath : 
all  the  sen  or?  agreeing  for  themselves,  and  satisfied 
of  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  capital, 
said  that  the  general  will  was  decided  for  the  in- 
dependence of  Peru  of  the  Spanish  dominion,  and 
of  any  other  foreign  dominion  whatever,  and  that 
they  would  proc^  to  its  sanction  by  means  of 
the  corresponding  oath;  it  was  compared  with  a 
certified  copy  of  this  act  to  the  same  most  excel- 
lent senor,  and  the  senors  signed  it. 

The  Count  of  San  Isidro, 

Bartolome,  Arcbbuhi^  of  Imm, 

Francisco  de  Zaraie, 

Simon  Havago, 

Francisco  Xavier  de  Echange, 

Manuel  de  Arias, 

The  Count  de  la  Viga  del  Ren, 

Fr.  Geronimo  Cavero, 

Jose  I^nacio  Palacios, 

Automo  Padilla,  Spttdie,  Free,  On. 
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Mr.  Brent,  Chargi  da  Af  aires  of  the  United  &ait»  ai 
Madrid,  to  the  Secretary  of  StaU. 

Maobid,  Jviy  10, 1821. 
Sib  :  The  laie  session  of  the  Cortes  had  fsr  ad- 
vaaced  when  most  of  the  depuiies  from  Mexico 
■rrived.  They  had  been  iletaioed  two  months  at 
Vera  Craz  hjr  the  cooimaDder  of  the  frisate  Proi)- 
ta,  and  weie  at  last  obliged  to  make  tbe  best  of 
their  war  to  Spain  in  foreign  Tessels,  ronning 
ever;  risk,  and  incurriDg  great  expense.  They 
had  not  been  long  io  Madrid  when  thev  hemo,  to 
press  their  claims ;  and  on  the  3d  of  May,  Count 
Toreno,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  members  of 
the  Cortes  of  Old  Spain,  a  friend,  as  is  sapposed, 
.to  their  cause,  made  a  motion  in  the  Cortes  that  a 
*pecial  committee  be  appointed,  composed  of  dep- 
uties of  Ultramar  and  Europe,  to  consider  of  and 
propose,  conjointly  with  theEieeuliTe,  such  mea- 
Mres  as  they  should  deem  most  proper  "  to  termi- 
nate the  dissensions  prerailing  in  the  various  parts 
of  America."  This  motion  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  committee  appointed. 

While  this  committee  were  enga^  in  their  im- 
portant duties  the  news  was  received,  abotit  the 
beginning  of  June,  of  the  insurrection  of  Iiurbide, 
and  the  form  of  Government  proposed  by  him 
to  be  adopted,  (copy  of  which  I  transmit,  marked 
A,)  and,  in  consequence  of  a  resolution  offered 
by  an  American  deputy,  the  Ministers  appeared 
on  the  4th  June  before  the  Cortes,  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  occurrences  that  bad  taken  place  in 
New  Spaia.  The  American  deputies  availed 
themselves  of  this  occasion  to  show  to  the  Cortes 


-and  Executive  the  impracticability  of  the  prov- 
inces of  America  being  governed  as  those  of  the 
Peninsula,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, on  account  of  their  great  distance  from 
the  metropolisj  proved  the  necenity  of  adopting 
prompt  and  emcacious  measures,  and  pressed  the 
Government  and  committee  to  come  to  an  early 
decision.  They  then  moved  that  the  Government 
should  be  requested  to  direct,  without  delay,  the 
Viceroy  of  Mexico  to  inform  Iiurbide  that  the 
Cortes  were  occupied  in  projecting  a  plan  of  gov- 
ernment for  America,  and  to  propoK  a  suspension 
of  hostilities  until  the  resolution  should  be  finally 
made  by  the  Cortes  and  Gxecmive.  It  was  stated 
that,  should  this  step  be  taken,  they  were  perfectly 
convinced  that  Iturblde,  and  those  under  his  sian- 
dard,  would  Euspnd  hostilities  the  moment  they 
knew  tba  i  the  tiepuiies  of  New  Spain  had  arrived 
at  the  capital  in  time  to  be  able  to  make  the  "just 
reclatnalionB  of  those  Spaniards."  This  was  not 
agreed  to.  A  resolution  was  then  offered  and 
adopted,  directing  that  the  Minister  of  Ultramar, 
"in  consideration  of  the  slate  of  New  Spain, 
should  propose  the  measures  he  might  think  proper 
whilst  the  Cortes  were  occupied  in  taking  radical 
ones  for  its  complete  pacification." 

Thecommiitee  labored  with  great  assiduity,  and 
had  various  conferences  with  the  Ministers,  who, 
at  first,  coincided  in  the  opinions  advanced,  and  in 
the  arrangement  proposed  by  it  to  be  adopted  in 
regard  to  Spanish  America,  and  which  would 
have  been  satisfactory  to  the  American  dbpnties. 


When,  however,  it  was  laid  before  the  King.k 
was  strennously  oppo«ed  to  it  on  the  groiiiij,  u 
be  informed  them,  that  the  arraneemeat  cddub- 
plated  would  be  a  violation  of  tneConstiniiMi; 
thai  the  public  opinion  was  not  preparedforit; 
that  it  was  against  the  interest,  both  of  the  Pfa- 
insula  and  America;  and,  finally,  he  spoke  or  1^ 
opposition  that  might  be  made  to  it  by  forein 
Powers,  since  they  had  not  been  consulled.  In 
consequence  of  this,  the  accord  between  the  Min. 
isters  and  committee  ceased  ;  and  as  accordlDg  lo 
the  resolutions  of  Count  Toreno,  which  gtvt  rix 
to  the  appointment  of  the  committee,  it  wu  un- 
authorized, without  the  concurrence  of  the  Bi«- 
utive,  to  oner  any  plan,  none  waa  proposed  u  the 
Cortes.  The  committee  made  their  report  to  Ihe 
CoTies  on  the  24tb  June,  (copjr  markul  B,}  snd 
state  that  the  Government  not  believing  ttitt  tbe 
moment  had  arrived  of  convenience  and  neccssir 
for  the  adoption  of  certain  measnres,  (hej  cin  do 
nothing  more  than  excite  the  zeal  of  the  Misii. 
ters,  to  the  end  that  the  wished'for  momenifflij 
be  accelerated,  and  recommend  that  the  Eieeo- 
live  should  be  pressed  "  to  present  to  th«ir  delib- 
erations, with  the  greatest  despatch,  tbe  funli- 
mental  measures  they  may  think  proper,  as  mjl 
for  the  just  and  complete  pacification  of  the  re- 
volted provinces  of  America,  as  to  secare  to  all  of 
them  the  enjoyment  of  a  firm  and  solid  happi- 


Tbe  disappointment  and  vexation  of  tlie  Ame- 
rican deputies  at-  this  result  was  proportionie  to 
the  flattering  hopes  that  had  been  excited  by  the 
unanimity  of  sentiment  that  prevailed  at  thefitn 
conferences  of  theMinistersand committee.  Tbef 
then  determined  to  present,  themselves,  a  ^d  Io 
the  Cortes,  having  the  obMct  in  view;  udilu 
propositions  fcopy  marked  C)  were  madera  die 
25th  June,  which,  in  substance,  are  tbe  same  » 
those  that  had  at  first  met  (he  apptobction  of  tke 
Ministers. 

These  propositions  are,  that  there  shall  beibne 
divisions  made  of  America ;  in  each  a  CorltE, 
having  the  powers  delegated  by  tbe  CoDsiiiulion 
to  the  General  Cortes,  with  the  eiception  of  tiie 
ad,  3d,  4th,  5ib,  and  6tb  powers,  that  pan  af  the 
7th  relative  to  tbe  sanction  of  treaties,  snil  (lie 
second  part  of  the  27lh  power.  In  each  dirisioo, 
a  delegate  appointed  by  the  King  from  among  tbe 
persons  most  distinguished  for  their  high  qotlif-  I 
cations,  not  excluding  members  of  the  royal  fioii'  j 
tv,  removable  at  his  will,  who  shall  exercise,  in 
tne  name  of  the  King,  the  executive  jMwer,  to  tc  j 
inviolable  with  respect  to  the  American  Cwies.  ' 
and  only  responsible  to  the  King  and  Genenl 
Cortes.  In  each,  four  Ministers:  of  the  interior, 
of  finance,  of  grace  and  jastice,  and  of  war  and 
marine.  In  each,  a  supreme  tribunal  of  justice 
and  a  council  of  state.  The  commerce  between 
the  Peninsula  and  America  to  be  considered  u 
from  one  province  to  another;  and  the  inhabii- 
ants  of  the  latter  to  have  equal  eligibility  wii 
those  of  the  former  to  all  public  employments. 

New  Spain  binds  herself  to  pay  200,000,000 
reals  in  six  years,  and  contribute  annually  40,1X10,- 
000  reals  to  the  sappon  of  tbe  Ttxvj;  tbe  other 
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p&rU  of  America  to  ccMitribnu  in  ifae  mtoaer  thai 
shall  be  Bubaeqaenilf  Brrangcd.  New  Sjiaio  will 
alw  pay  all  the  debt  cosiracted  within  iu  tetri- 
tory;  &ad  all  pablic  pruperty  to  belong  to  it  On 
Ibe  sitting  of  the  25lh  of  June,  two  of  the  depu- 
ties oflered  an  Bai«ndDieDt  to  the  fifth  article, 
having  for  its  object  \a  prevent  the  appointmest 
of  delegates  being  conferred  on  any  of  ibe  royal 
family. 

These  propositions  were  preceded  by  an  expoiA 
read  in  the  Cortes,  a  copy  of  which  I  transmit 
herewith.  In  it  ibey  state  that  "they  deiire  the 
CoiutitiitioD  which  ooghl  to  make  tbem  happy,  but 
which,  in  the  actual  state  of  tfaiags,  they  consider 
to  be  a  beantifol  theory,  that  can  only  be  reduced 
to  practiee  in  the  Peninsula.  The  Americans  are 
freemen,  are  Spaniards,  have  the  same  rights  as 
the  Peninnilan;  they  are  acquainted  with,  and 
have  MifficieoL  virtne  to  support  them." 

The  measures  recommended  by  the  committee 
(to  reqoest  the  Qovernmeni  (o  present  a  plan  at  an 
early  period)  have  been  acted  upon,  bb  you  will 
perceire  by  the  King's  speech,  in  which  be  says 
that  his  OoTemment,  "urged  by  the  Cortes  to 
}wo|Kise  the  mnMuret  ther  may  think  proper  for 
their  welAre,  en  a  consideration  of  the  "tate  of 
those  countries,  will  do  so  immediately,  and  with 
'"  "      ~'  ill,  without 

Cortes; 


These  i 


all  passible  generosity. 
doubt,  be  proposed  on  the  meeting  of  the  Cor 
extraordinary,  vhieb  the  .ipeech  of  the  PresidL^. 
of  the  Cones  to  the  King  will  hnie  shown  you  is 
to  take  place.  It  is  snpposad  that  its  eontocation 
will  not  be  delayed  longer  than  the  1st  of  Oclober, 

Yon  will  peredra  thai  the  deputies  do  no:  de> 
mud  an  acknowledgment  of  independence,  and 
pretend  not  even  to  aspire  to  it:  and  they  have  de> 
cbued  in  the  Cortes,  on  the  4th  June,  that,  if  the 
revolutionists  desire  indepeadeoce,  it  is  beoauie 
meana  bane  not  been  devised  that  shonld-make 
the  welfare  of  those  provinces  compatible  with 
their  tnim  with  the  Peninsala. 

The  eonmtssioners  of  Bolivar,  (who  are  still 
here,)  on  the  contrary,  insist  upon  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  independence  as  the  basis  of  any 
amoMment  with  Spain.  Nothing  has  been  con- 
dudad  between  them  and  this  Oovemmtnt,  and 
all  tMgodatioB  is  suspended. 

It  is  diffienlt  to  conjecture  what  will  be  the  de- 
tesiDMaiton  of  ihe  Corlea  and  the  Executive  on 
this  great  and  interesting  question,  when  we  con- 
aider,  on  the  one  hand,  that  tbey  cannot  be  wholly 
blind  to  the  just  claims,  the  strength,  and  resources 
of  America,  and  view,  on  the  other,  the  prejudices 
■ad  illibenlily  that  still  exist  in  a  high  degree  in 
the  Executive,  and  a  great  portion  of  the  members 
of  the  Cortes,  and  the  observation  in  the  King's 
speech,  "that  the  Spaniards  of  both  hemisoheres 
ought  to  be  persuaded  there  is  nothing  he  desires 
so  much  as  their  felicity,  founded  in  tEe  integrity 
of  the  monarchy,  and  in  the  observance  of  the 
conslilntion." 

Aa  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  form  an  opinion, 

it  j^  thai  tiie  foreign  Powers,  diwing  the  asilatian 

of  ^Ataerican  question,  haveendeavoKM  topr«-l 

-rent  any  armngetnent  between  the  parties.  i 

l7tb  CoH.  1st  Sbbs.— 36 


On  the  9th  instant  \  received  a  note  iiom  Mr. 
Ravenga,  one  of  the  commissioners  of  Bolivar, 
requesting  an  interview  with  me,  (copy  marked 
D,^  to  which  1  immedieidy  replied,  (copy  marked 
£,)  siatipg  thai  I  would  receive  him  that  very 
evening. 

In  this  interview  he  Fpoke  of  his  miasioo  to 

.  Spain.  He  said  that,  wlim  he  left  Colombia,  he 
had  no  idea  of  meeting  with  the  least  obstacle;  he 
had  calculated  to  a  certainty  that  his  object  would 
immediately  be  accomplished.    He  spoke  of  the 

'ignorance  of  this  country  of  the  real  slate  of  Span- 
ish Amaica,  of  their  il liberal iiy,  and  their  pre- 
judices, with  warmtb,  and  particularly  so  of  the 
expression  of  the  King,  in  bis  speech,  respecting 
Spanish  America.  He  calculated,  he  said,  upon 
the  friectdsbip  of  the  United  States  to  promota 
tbe  independence  of  the  Bepublic  of  Colombia; 
he  had  a  full  conviction  that  he  could  rely  upon 
it.  Mr.  Monroe,  when  Secretary  of  State,  had 
informsd  faim  that  all  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  in  Europe  had  instructions  to  advance  tba 
acknowledgment  of  their  independence  by  foreign 

I  sympathized  with  him  in  tbe  unpleasant  situ- 
ation in  which  he  was  placed,  and  feared  that  the 
sentiment  in  Spain  was  not  as  favorable  as  coold 
be  desired.  He  was  perfectly  justified,  I  »id,  in 
relying  upon  the  gooa  dispositions  of  the  United 
Slates.  It  was  their  interest  and  their  sincere 
wish  that  the  acknowtedgmeoi  of  the  independ- 
ence of  Spanish  America  should  be  accelerated. 
Tbe  United  States  had  not  only  been  more  for- 
ward than  any  other  Power  in  publishing  lo  the 
world  their  wishes  with  respect  to  her,  but  had 
accompanied  them  with  actions,  which  certainly 
afibrded  tbe  best  (voof  of  their  sincerity ;  and, 
among  them,  I  adverted  to  the  Message  of  the 
Presi&Dt  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  at 
the  cammeocement  of  its  last  wseion,  in  which, 
alluding  to  the  proposed  necotialion  between  the 
late  colonies  and  Spain,  thehasis  of  which,  if  en- 
tered upon,  would  be  the  acknowledgment  of 
their  independence,  he  says:  "To  promote  that 
resolt  by  friendly  counsels,  indnding  Spain  hef- 
self,  has  been  the  uniform  policy  of  the  Gkivera- 
ment  of  the  United  States.'' 

The  friendship  of  the  United  Slates,  be  said, 
was  very  grateful  to  the  Republic  of  Colombia, 
and  he  hopedandexpeeiedthat,at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  (he  ao- 
knowledgment  of  its  independence  woiild  be  de- 
cided upon  ;  the  moment  had  arrived  when  all 
the  Powers  of  the  world  would  see  the  propriety 
of  it.  He  calculated  Ibat  the  United  States  would 
be  the  first  to  take  this  step ;  hoped  to  see  a  con- 
federacy of  rejKiblies  throughout  North  and  Boudi 
America,  united  by  the  strongest  ties  of  friend- 
ship and  interest;  and  he  trusted  that  I  would 
use  my  exertions  to  promote  the  object  he  so  much 

1  heartily  f  oocurred  with  him  in  the  hope  that 
all  Governnieots  would  resolve  to  adopt  a  meas- 
ure to  conformable  to  justice ;  joined  with  him  in 
the  agreeable  anticipaiions  of  the  progress  of  ftee 
principles  of  government,  of  the  intimate  mtoB 
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ind  brilliaot  prospects  of  ibe  States  of  our  new 
world.  I  presamed,  I  satil,  it  wss  not  neceiisary 
to  bring  to  his  mind  the  high  iuter.est  felt  by  the 
United  States  in  their  welfare — an  interest  in 
which  1  deeply  participated  and  desired^as  much 
as  he  po^ibly  could,  toe  happiness  of  our  Span- 
iah  American  brethren.  What  would  be  the  de- 
WrminatioQ  of  the  United  States  at  the  period  of 
Uie  commencement  of  Coogreas,  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  foresee  ;  whether  ibey  would  consider 
it  a  seasonable  moment  for  doing  that  which  was 
•o  much  desired,  was  a  point  I  could  not  resolve.  ' 

In  this  interview,  Mr.  Ravenge  conBrmed  to 
me  what  1  had  preTiously  learned,  that  his  in- 
atruetions  do  not  authorize  any  terms  short  of  the 
acknowledgment  of  independence.  1  observed  to 
him  that  1  presumed  no  arrangement  would  be 
made  under  them  that  mi^bt  ^ave  an  injurious 
beariag  on  the  commercial  interests  of  the  United 
States.  To  this  his  rndy  was,  that  none  wootd 
be  entered  into  by  the  Republic  of  Colombia  with 
Spain  that  would  not  be  perfectly  reciprocal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

THOMAS  L.  L.  BRENT. 


Article  1.  The  religion  of  New  Spain  is,  and 
ahall  be,  the  Roman  Catholic  Apostohcal,  with- 
out tolerating  any  other. 

3.  New  Spain  is  independeoi  of  Old  Spain,  and 
of  every  other  Power,  even  on  our  continent. 

3.  Its  Government  shall  be  a  moderate  mon- 
aiehy,  according  to  a.  constitution  peculiarly 
ftdapted  for  the  empire. 

t.  Ferdinand  Vll.  Bfaall  be  Emperor;  and  if  he 
do  not  come  in  p««on  to  Mexico  to  make  oath 
before  the  Cortes  within  the  time  prescribed  by 
them,  the  most  serene  infanta  Don  Carlos,  Don 
Fraoetseo  de  Paula,  the  Archduke  Charles,  or 
some  other  branch  of  the  reigning  family,  shall  be 
appointed  in  his  jdace  by  the  Congress. 

5.  Until  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes,  there  shall 
be  a  Junta,  which  shall  have  their  union  for  its 
object,  and  the  compliance  with  this  plan  in  it* 
whole  extent. 

6.  Said  Junta,  which  ahall  be  styled  Qovern- 
mentalj  must  be  composed  of  the  deputiea  men- 
tioned m  the  official  letter  of  the  Viceroy. 

7.  Until  Ferdinand  VIl.'s  arrival  in  Mexico, 
and  his  taking  the  oath,  the  Junta  will  govern  in 
the  name  of  His  Majesty,  in  virtue  of  the  oath  of 
fidelity  taken  by  the  nation;  but  until  His  Ma- 
jesty bath  sworn,  any  orders  he  may  give  shall  be 
•unpen ded. 

8.  If  Ferdinand  VII.  should  not  deign  to  come 
to  Mexico,  the  Junta  or  Regency  shelf  sovern  in 
the  name  of  the  nation,  until  it  be  resolved  who 
•ball  be  crowned  Emperor. 

9.  This  Government  shall  be  sustained  by  the 
armv  of  the  three  guarantees,  of  which  mention 
•hall  be  made  hereafter. 

10.  The  Cortes  shall  resolve  whether  the  Janta 
ahall  continue,  or  a  regency  be  substituted  in  its 
place,  until  the  arrival  of  the  person  who  is  to  be 
orowned. 


11.  The  Corte*  shall  immediately  esuUiik  the 
constitution  of  the  Mexican  empire. 

IS.  All  the  iohabitanii  of  New  Spain,  without 
distinction  of  Africans,  Europeans,  or  Indiana, 
are  citizens  of  this  monarchy,  with  eligibility  to 
all  employments  according  to  their  Tirtnes  or 

13.  The  person  of  every  citizen  and  his  properly 
ihall  be  respected  and  protected  by  the  Govem- 

14.  The  clergy,  secular  and  regular,  shall  pre- 
lerve  all  their  privileges  and  pre-eminences. 

15.  The  Junta  sball  uke  care  that  every  branch 
of  the  Stale  remain  wilhoot  any  alieraiion,  and 
all  theofficer»,  political  and  ecclesistical,  civil  and 
military,  on  the  same  footing  as  at  present  They 
alone  snail  be  removed  who  decline  entering  into 
this  plan,  substituting  in  their  place  thoK  perMos 
who  are  most  distinguished  for  their  virtue  and 

16.  A  protecting  army  shall  be  formed,  under 
the  title  of  the  three  guarantees,  because  it  takes 
under  lis  protection,  Isi.  The  preservation  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  co-operating,  with  all  its  efforts, 
that  there  may  not  be  a  mixtureof  any  otbn-  sect, 
and  atlackiog  all  the  enemies  who  may  injure  it; 
2d.  The  independence  under  the  system  already 
manifested ;  3d.  The  intimate  union  of  Amen- 
eans  and  Europeans,  guarantying  such  fundamea- 
tal  bases  of  the  felicity  of  New  Spain,  fiacfa  ia- 
dividual,  from  first  to  last,  will  prefa  aacrifieing 
his  life  rather  than  permit  the  iotraction  of  any  <rf 

17.  The  troops  of  the  army  shall  observe  the 
most  strict  discipline,  according  to  their  re^nla- 
tioos,  and  the  chiefs  and  officers  shall  ronam  on 
the  same  standing  as  at  present,  that  is,  in  tbeu 
respective  classes,  with  eligibility  lo  such  poUtc 
employments  as  are  vacant,  or  may  vacate  in  eon- 
sequence  of  those  who  may  not  wish  to  Ibllow 
their  career,  or  any  other  cause,  and  those  which 
may  be  considered  as  necessary  or  conTenlmL 

18.  The  (roopa  of  said  army  shall  beconsuleied 
as  of  the  line. 

IB.  In  the  same  light  shall  be  considered  tho« 
who  may  afWrwards  adopt  this  plan.  Thoae  who 
do  not  defer  it  thoae  of  the  former  system  of  in- 
dependence who  shall  immediately  join  said  army, 
and  Ibe  coantryroen  who  may  desire  to  enlist, 
shall  be  considered  as  troops  of  national  militia  ; 
and  the  form  of  each  for  the  interior  and  extertot 
security  of  the  empire  shall  be  dictated  by  the 
Cortes. 

20.  The  employments  shall  be  conceded  to  Inie 
merit,  in  virtue  of  references  to  the  chiefs,  uid  io 
the  name  of  the  nation. 

21.  While  the  Cortes  are  assembling,  the  pro- 
ceedings against  criminals  ahall  be  according  to 
the  Spanish  constitution. 

22.  For  conspiring  a^inst  the  independence, 
criminals  ahall  be  imprisoned  until  the  Cortes 
decide  the  grenieat  puoishmeni  next  to  "lesa  Ma- 
jestad  Divina." 

23.  A  strict  watch  shall  be  kept  over  those  who 
may  attempt  to  create  disunion,  and  they  shall  be 
reputed  eonqiirators  against  the  independence. 
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24.  A«  the  Cortea  which  are  about  to  be  in- 
Bulled  are  to  be  constituent,  it  is  neeeaauy  that 
the  deputies  Hhould  recei?e  lafficieot  powers  to 
(hat  eneet,  aod,  coasequentlf ,  the  eiecton  ought 
to  be  infoimed  that  their  representative!  are  to  be 
ibf  the  Congreai  of  Mexico,  and  oot  of  Madrid. 
The'JuDta  will  pructibe  just  rules  for  the  elec- 
tions, and  will  fix  the  necessary  time  for  tbem, 
and  tbe  opening  o£  the  Congress. 

Since  tbe  elections  cannot  take  place  in  March, 
the  term  shall  be  sfaorteited  as  nwch  as  possible. 
ITURBIDE. 

lottAi^  FUtnaiy  24. 

B. 
The  special  commiltee,  appointed  to  propose  to. 
the  Cortes  what  it  jailges  most  coodaciTe  to  pot  a 
stop  in  the  most  effeotoal  manner  to  the  disputes 
■ad  diasensioDs  which  unfortunately  prevail  in 
the  provinces  of  AvkWca,  is  duly  penetrated  with 
the  importance  of  the  charge,  and  desirous  of 
cormpoitdiiia  to  the  confidence  with  which  the 
Cortes  has  honored  it.  Few  questions  of  such 
raagoitude  can  be  presented  to  the  deliberations 
of  a  legislative  a«aembly  and  to  the  resolves  of  a 
Oorerameni  as  (hat  which  ai  prei"  " 


pend  the  greatest  events,  perhaps  the  tranquillity 
of  America,and  the  rapid  civil izB lion  of  the  whole 
world.  Spain  seemsdeetined  to  give  to  the  world, 
from  lime  to  time,  striking  examples  of  grandeur, 
by  luras  heroical,  or  singulaTly  original.  The  re- 
mote seas  and  regions  discovered  by  her  sons  since 
the  time  of  Columbua,  in  the  fifteea  th  and  sixteenth 
centuries  ;  the  renowned  valor  and  martial  deeds 
(which  border  on  the  fabulous)  of  Cortes,  Balboa, 
and  Pizarro,  did  oot  suffice  to  their  glory  ;  nor 
that  Sebastian  del  Cano,  in  his  ship  Victory, 
styled  the  Competitor  of  tbe  Sun,  should  be  the 
first  to  sail  round  the  globe;  to  complete  its  meav 
nre,  they  added  the  arts,  civilization,  and  the  re- 
li^on  of  their  fathers;  those  vast  rwiona  parti' 
cipated  of  the  benefits  enjoyed  in  Burope,  and 
the  diseorereiB  did  not  delay  in  making  extensive 
Co  them  the  advantages  derived  from  their  own 
coanbj.  With  what  enthusiasm  and  pleasure 
(as  we  are  assured  by  Inca  Oacilaso)  they  assem- 
bled toeujoy  in  reciprocal  union,  and  tospread,by 
theircarc  and  attention,  over  thewhole  conntry,  the 
first  [Kodactioasof  Knrope.  The  laws  relative  to 
India  ive  an  eternal  monument  of  the  desire  which 
xlways  animated  tbe  Spanish  Oovernment  that 
America  shonld  be  treated  with  the  tame  care  and 
equality  as  the  other  province*  of  Europe }  ihey 
state  that  its  natives  shall  be  treated,  favored,  and 
defended  as  the  other  subjects  of  the  Peninsula. 
From  such  just  and  praoeDt  policy  resulted  the 
advantages  which  afierwards  were  derived.  Cities 
mm  eieeted,  which,  for  their  population,  beauty, 
and  extension,  rivalled  tbe  principal  in  Europe; 
their  products  served  to  augment  the  traffic  and 
comoMrce  of  the  whole  world  ;  the  sons  of  Ame:^ 
■*»,  with  their  talents  and  wisdom,  enlightened 
the  eonntry  of  Maneo  Capnc  and  Moateznma ; 
aod,  not  Mtisfied  with  spreading  their  knowledge 


over  their  n«ti.ve  land,  they  have  come  to  Europe 
to  co-operate  in  the  amelioration  and  prosperity  of 
the  Spaini,  it  being  conspicooos  that  many  tuir 
mabte  deputies  from  thence,  in  the  anterior  and 
present  Cortes,  have  taken  an  active  and  very 
principal  part  in  the  most  important  decisions. 
Such  are  the  fruits  which  have  been  collected 
from  tbe  civilization  and  culture  which  Spain  ha* 
succeeded  in  diffusing  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and 
from  Ihcm  are  most  evident  the  injustice  and 
levity  with  which  foreign  writers  have  spoken  of 


.    Tbedi 


Spanish  domineering  in  those  reeio 
orders  and  injustice  that  there  have  been  then 
have  not  arisen  from  the  laws,  nor  from  the  inter- 
ests, DOT  from  the  ambition  of  the  metropolis,  but 
from  the  men,  the  prejudices  of  the  age,  from  the 
evils  under  which  Spain  herself  groaned,  and  from 
the  distance  which  always  rendered  null  the  re- 
sponsibilitir  of  the  Governors.  But,  in  spite  of 
this,  America  continued  faithful,  and  cloidf  uni- 
ted with  the  mother  conniry;  the  disseniioiM  in 
Europe,  the  war  of  the  succession,  produced  no 
desire  to  disturb  interior  tranquillity,  or  to  eSect  a 
separation  ;  neither  was  the  glorious  war  for  inde- 
pradence  a  sufficient  motive:  they  succored  us 
with  their  treasures ;  and  it  has  been  said,  io  honor 
and  to  the  glory  of  America,  that  the  principle  of 
her  revolt  had  a  noble  origin,  similar  to  what  im- 
pelled Spain  to  defend  herself  against  «  hostile 
irruption.  When  Andalusia  was  invaded,  in  1810, 
the  greater  part  of  our  provinces  were  occupied  bjf 
the  enemy,  our  Government  dispersed,  and  onr 
armies  nearly  annihilated;  the  destiny  of  Spain 
was  considered  as  decided,  and  her  ruin  inevita- 
ble. It  would,  indeed,  have  been  difficult  to  im- 
agine that,  from  an  insulated  eitremity  of  tbe 
Peninsula,  the  nation  would  rise  again  not  only 
iudependenc,  but  regenerated  and  free.  TheAme- 
ri<rans,  mistrustful  of  their  chiefs,  feared  that,  ' 
being  Europeans,  they  would  desire  to  follow  the 
destiny  of  Spain,  whatever  it  might  be ;  ihejr, 
therefore,  resolved  not  to  submit  to  a  foreign  yoke, 
and  preferred  separating  from  the  Peninsula  to 
the  indigoity  of  obeying  an  unjust  invader.  This 
was  the  noble  princi^e  of  the  commotion*  in 
America;  and,  il  any  uf  her  chiefs  had  motives 
less  pure,  he  was  obliged  (o  dissemble,  and  covct 
them  with  the  pretext  of  so  just  a  cause. 

The  Spanish  arms,  in  conjunction  with  their 
allies,  having  beaieo  and  baraned  the  enemy  in 
every  direction,  obliged  him  to  evacuate  the  Pen- 
insula. Such  a  happy  state  of  afiairs  annooneed 
a  speedy  reconciliation  with  the  revolted  prov- 
inces of  America  ;  but  all  the  hopes  of  those  who 
loved  their  coiwiry  were  dispelled  by  the  fatal 


try  V    .     _      , 

decree  of  tbe  4th  of  May,  and  the  execrable  sys- 
a  which  followed.  The  war  continued  to  nge 
many  parts,  and  the  passions,  irritated  to  uie 


highest  degree,  left  but  little  prospect  of  a  cancla- 
sion  to  Bticn  a  destructive  quarrd.  Nevertbeleas, 
Mew  Spain,  or,  more  correctly,  all  Spanish  North 
America,  almost  entirely  quelled  at  that  epoch, 
pat  a  stop  to  this  devastating  warfare.  A  great 
^rt  of  Pern  had  constantly  rNnaioed  ututM  to 
Spain;  as  also  Cul«  and  the  other  islanda.  Thna, 
while  Tern  Finna,  Buenos  Ayres,  and  Chili, 
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prcKDted  the  spectacle  of  SpaDieh  and  Americin 
Diood  spiUed  by  the  same  hands  wllose  JDtemC  it 
ms  to  preserve  it,  ihe  most  ImporiaDt  part' of 
Spanish  America  was  free  from  so  much  desola- 
tion. Bui  this  tTanquillity  does  not  suffice,  though 
it  should  extnd  all  over  America,  and  be  more 
durable,  it  is  not  safficient  to  satisfy  the  lorers  of 
humanity.  America  must  fix  her  happiness  on  a 
more  stable  basi.i,  which,  instead  of  prejudicing, 
may  add  to  that  of  Europe.  The  Cortes,  soarinc 
abore  the  prejudices  of  some  and  the  passions  of 
others,  must  lake  such  wise  measures  is  shall  en- : 
title  them  to  be  considered  worthy  rirals  of  those  I 
Cortes  who,  upon  a  roct,  and  under  the  enemy's  I 
cannon,  dictated  lairs  at  this  day  respected  and 
obeyed  by  so  manv  and  such  distant  pTovinces. 
The  committee,  folly  persuaded  of  this,  discussed, 
in  various  conferences,  the  oueitions  which  ap- 
peared to  it  most  propel  to  proauce  the  great  end  to 
which  we  all  aspire;  iieiamined  them  conjointly 
with  His  HnjestY's  Ministers,  who  at  first  entirely 
oonetirTed  with  tne  opinions  that  were  generally 
ado|pt«d.  Pecaliatcircu mstances  haTesinceobliged 
them,  in  some  measure,  lo  suspend  their  judgment, 
under  the  impremion  tliat  public  opinion  is  not  yet 
prepared  for  a  definitive  resolution,  in  this  dilem- 
ni  the  committee  can  propose  nothing  to  the  Cor- 
tes; because,  as  itapperiainslo  the  Government  to 
decide  tbe  question  of  fact,  that  is,  the  convenience 
and  necessity  of  adopting  certain  meBsurn,  and 
QoTemment  not  thinking  the  moment  has  yet  ar- 
rived, the  committee  must  confine  itself  toezcite  the 
zeal  of  the  Ministers,  that  they  may  accelerate  the 
iri*hed-for  moment.  Justice  calb  aloud  for  this ; 
the  precarioDs  and  ancertain  destiny  of  so  many 
Europeans,  Spaaiardsestablished  in  those  regions; 
the  Americaa*  likewise;  the  different  tribes  who 
have  sustained  by  force  of  arms  the  cause  of  the 
metropolis;  in  fine,  the  true  felicity  of  Amerita 
mad  the  Penineula,  call  aloud  for  it.  The  happi- 
ness of  America  consists  in  a  solid  peace,  guaranty 
tA  its  futore  prosperity ;  that  of  Spain,  in  not 
meeting  impediments  at  every  moment,  and  not 
having  .its  attention  drawn  on  from  its  delibera- 
tions lo  make  the  provisions  which  such  distant 
provinces  require.  The  knowledgeof  the  century, 
and  an  enlightened  policy,  must  guide  the  Gov- 
ernment in  so  new  and  glorious  a  resolutioo.  The 
committee,  possessed  with  the  grandeur  of  the  sab- 
jeet,  and  coavinced  that  its  decision  may  have 
some  influence  in  tbe  destiny  of  tite  universe,  is 
desirous  of  communicating  to  all  Spaniards  its 
intimate  conviction  that  they,  on  their  part,  may 
contribute  to  the  happy  termination  of  such  an 
undertaking.  Spain  would  derive  advantages 
that  otherwise  she  will  not  realize ;  and  the  ties 
of  relationship  and  religion,  united  to  eommereiat 
relations,  and  those  which  are  derived  from  free 
institutioas,  would  be  the  most  certain  pledge  of 
our  harmony  and  close  union.  The  committee, 
therefore,  not  being  able  of  itself  to  determine  on 
any  thing,  must  confine  itself  lo  proposing  that 
the  zeal  of  the  Gtovernmeni  be  eitcited  so  that  it 
may  present  to  Ihe  deliberations  of  the  Cortes, 
witliout  delay,  the  fundamental  measures  it  may 
think  prc^MT,  as  well  for  the  speedy  and  complete 


e  to  them  the  fmilion  of  a  firm  and  et 


AancLE  1.  There  shall  be  three  sectious  of 
Cortes  in  America :  one  in  tbe  north,  and  two  ia 
the  south.  Tbe  first  shall  be  composed  of  the 
deputies  of  all  New  Spain,  including  the  internal 
provinces  of  Guatemala:  ihe-riwo  other  sectioni 
shall  comprehend — the  one,  New  Granada  aad  the 
provinces  of  Terra  Firma;  the  other,  Peru,  Bueoot 
Ayres,  and  Chili. 

3.  Thesesections  shall  unite  at  the  time  appoint- 
ed by  the  Constitution  for  the  ordinary  Corica, 
governing  themselves,  in  every  reaped,  aeeordine 
to  the  rules  ptesaribed  for  these;  and  they  diaU 
havein  their  territory  thasame  legal  repreaeatatioa 
and  powers,  exceptmg  tbe  second,  taird,  fourth, 
fifU),  and  sixth,  which  are  reserved  for  the  Oeneral 
Cortes ;  the  part  of  the  seventh  reUdTe  to  appro- 
ving offensive  and  defensive  treaties ;  and  the  sec- 
ond part  of  the  twenty-third. 

3.  The  capitals  wh«re  these  sectioBs  shall  fm 
the  present  unite  are  the  following :  The  section 
of  New  Spain  in  Mexico ;  that  of  New  Ghranada 
and  T«-ra  Fiima  in  Santa  Fc;  and  ihatof  Pern, 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  Chili,  in  Lima.  If  the  sec- 
tions, with  the  consent  of  the  executive  power  of 
those  countries,  should  think  proper  to  change  the 
seat  of  Government,  they  may.  select  wttMevtr 
place  may  appear  best  suited  to  their  purpose. 

4.  There  shall  be  in  each  of  tliese  divisions  a 
delegation,  to  exercise  in  the  name  of  the  King  the 
executive  authority. 

5.  These  delegations  shall  each  be  coaipoMd  of 
one  pemon,  named  by  the  will  of  His  Majesty, 
selected  from  amongst  men  of  tbe  most  transcend- 
ent talents,  without  excluding  the  memben  of  the 
royal  family.  This  delegate  shall  be  reeaovaUe 
at  tbe  pleasure  of  Hia  Majesty:  he  shall  be  invio* 
lable  in  regard  to  the  sections  of  Cortes  of  those 
countries,  and  shall  only  be  responsiUe  for  his 
conduct  to  His  Majesty  and  the  General  Cones. 
The  ministers  of  this  delegation  sbaU  be  respon- 
sible to  the  respective  seetioBs  of  the  Cortes,  ac- 
cording to  tbe  coobtilution. 

6.  There  shall  be  four  depertmnits:  of  the  in- 
terior, of  finance,  of  justice,  of  war  and  marine; 
some  of  which  may  be  united,  acccwding  at  it 
may  be  judged  convenient,  in  virtue  of  a  law. 

7.  There  shall  be  three  sections  of  the  saprcne 
tribunalsof  justice,  composed  of  a  preside&t,  eight 
ministet^  and  an  attorney  general. 

8.  There  shall  be  three  sections  of  the  Council 
of  State,  each  composed  of  seven  individuals,  boi 
ihe  legislative  sections  may  at  pleasure  reduce 
their  nnmber  to  five. 

9.  The  commerce  between  tbe  Peninmia  and 
America  shall  be  considered  as  interior  from  one 
province  of  the  monarchy  to  another;  aiMl,  con- 
sequently, the  Spaniards  of  both  hemispheres  shall 
enjoy  in  them  the  same  advantages  as  their  re- 
spective natives. 

10.  They  shall  likewise  reciprocally  e^oy  dw 
same  civil  rights  and  equal  etigiitlity  toao^loy- 
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tnents  ind  public  offices  as  their  respective  na- 
il. New  Spain  and  the  otbvr  countries  com- 
prefaended  in  the  lerntory  of  (heit  legislative  sec- 
tion oblige  th«nselr«a  to  deliver  to  the  Peninnila 
tbe  sum  of  two  handred  millions  of  reals  in  the 
space  of  six  years,  which  shall  commence  on  the 
1st  of  Jannary,  1823,  in  order  lo  cootribnte  to  the 
payment  of  the  forsiga  debt,  hypoihecatiog  the 
rereuve  of  the  State,  and  the  lands  that  appertein, 
or  may  heretAer  appertain,  to  it,  in  the  above- 
mentioned  New  Spam  and  indicated  territory. 

The  raid  two  hundred  millions  of  reals  shall  be 
paid  by  instalments;  the  first  at  the  commence- 
ment of  January,  1833.  and  thus,  successively,  in 
'-  -otteriof  years,  until  its  final  liquidation,  which 
^"■-  -'---    n  the  1st  January,  1828,  bo  that 


xyo*t 

ml)  lake  plat 

thirty  millions  may  be  paid  during  each  of  the 


firat  foBT  yestS]  and  forty  during  the 
Tbe  term  of  these  instalments  may  be  curtailed, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  legislative  section 
-that  shall  be  established  iu  New  Spain. 

13.  New  Spain  and  the  other  territories  com- 
prehended in  lier  legislative  section  likewise  bind 
themselves  to  contribute  to  the  navy  expenses  of 
tbe  Peninsula,  with  forty  millions  of  reals  anna- 
ally.  The  payment  of  tbts  aum  shall  commence 
from  the  lime  when  the  leKisJative  section  shall 
first  assemble,  and  shall  be  delivered  at  furthest  at 
the  eipiration  of  a  year  from  that  period :  this  sum 
shall  be  augmented  when  the  circumstances  of 
New  Spain  shall  permit,  and  delivered,  along 
with  the  other,  specified  in  the  preceding  article, 
in  some  one  of  the  ports  belonging  lo  New  Spain 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

13.  The  rest  of  the  countries  of  America  com- 
prised in  the  other  sections  shall  contribute  to  the 
Peninsula  in  the  manner  that  shall  be  hereafter 
fixed  upon,  and  according  to  their  circumstances. 

14.  New  Spain  takes  upon  herself  the  payment 
of  all  tbe  pauic  debt  contracted  in  her  mritory, 
by  order  of  her  agents  in  her  name,  end  by  her 
aulfaority;  the  lands,  revenues,  and  other  property 
of  tlie  State,  of  whatever  nature,  without  preju- 
dice to  what  has  been  agreed  upon  in  the  eleventh 
article,  sliall  be  made  over  to  her,  to  serve  as  an 
bypoihecation  of  what  has  been  stipidated  in  said 
article. 

15.  The  deputies  of  the  respective  sections,  at 
Uie  time  of  taking  the  oath  to  observe,  and  cause 
to  be  observed,  tbe  ccmstitution  of  tne  Spanish 
monarchy,  tball  add  that  of  complying  with  and 
causing  this  lew  to  be  executed. 

D. 

HousB  or  THE  MAattuiB  or  Moss. 

Slna  of  the  Ivfantoe,  Jvly  9,  1821. 
Joee  R.  Ravenga,  one  of  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  Colombia  near  His  Catholic  Majesty,  has  the 
honor  to  present  his  respects  to  Thomas  Brent, 
Eaq.,  Chargit  d'Afiaires  of  the  United  Sutes  of 
North  America,  and  requests  thai  be  will  be  pleased 
to  oame  an  hour  at  which  he  can  have  a  personal 
interview  with  him. 


MiDAiD,  My  9,  18S1. 
Thomas  L.  L.  Brent,  Charge  d'Afiair^  of  the 
United  States,  kisses  the  hand  of  Senor  Don  Jose 
R.  Ravenga,  Plenipotentiary  of  Colombia,  and 
will  be  happy  to  receive  him  at  his  house  at  six 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Shwid  Torru,  Jgent  and  Chargi  tPAffaira  of  th« 
JUpublK  of  Col<mbia,  in  the  VnOed  Statu,  to  John 
Qaincy  Adams,  Etq.,  Stcrttary  of  State. 

WiaHiNGTOK,  FAruarj,  20,  1821, 
SiH :  The  RepuUies  of  Venezuela  and  New 
Qraoada,  whieb,  after  a  devastating  war  of  more 
than  ten  years,  have  victoriously  achieved  the 
independence  which  they  had  declared  since  the 
rear  1811,  were  nnited  by  virtueof  a  fundamental 
law  of  the  Sovereign  Congress  of  Venezuela,  of 
the  17ih  December,  1819,  with  the  glorious  title 
of  the  Republic  of  Colombia,  under  which  it  has 
taken  its  rank  among  other  independent  nations. 
In  consequenee,  I  have  received  the  orderof  my 
Government  to  communicate  to  you,  sir,  this  res- 
olution, worthy  of  Colombia,  and  to  accompany 
it  with  the  subjoined  autheaiicated  copy  ot  the 
said  fundamental  law,  in  order  thai  you  may  be 
pleased  to  layitbefore  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

I  have  abo  the  honor  to  present  to  you,  sir,  the 
credentials  of  my  public  character,  and  a  drawing 
of  the  national  standard,  which  will  henceforth 
distinguish  Colombia  among  other  sovereign  and 
independent  States. 

Although  the  foundation  of  the  Republic  of 
these  United  Slates  would  completely  justify  the 
right  of  Colombia,  yet,  with  respect  to  tne  cnstom 
which  has  bem  introduced  among  nations,  the 
causes  which  have  rendered  this  measure  indis- 
pensable have  been  explained  in  tbe  declaration 
of  independence  of  Venezuela,  of  the  6th  of  July, 
1811,  a  copy  of  which  Don  Teleribro  de  Orea, 
then  Agent  Extraordinary  of  that  RepuUic, 
transmitted  lo  your  predecessor  on  the  6lh  of  No- 
vember of  the  same  year:  the  other  dectaraticHi  of 
Venezuela,  of  the  Sd  of  November,  1818,  and  the 
manifesto  of  the  President  of  the  Sovereign  Con- 
gress of  Colombia,  of  the  S6th  of  August  last, 
copies  of  which  I  sent  you  with  my  official  letter 
of  the  15th  of  last  December,  likewise  mention 

The  conduct  of  Colombia  bnng  thus  in  allre- 
spects  justified,  no  doubt  my  Government  will  be 
recognised  by  that  of  (he  United  States  es  a  free 
and  independent  nation,  a  sisier  Republic,  situa- 
ted likewise  in  the  same  hemisphere.  It  is  also 
hoped  that,  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  Colombia  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales, 
treaties  of  commerce  and  navigation  will  be  add- 
ed, founded  upon  the  bases  of  reciprocal  nlility 
and  perfect  equality,  as  the  most  efficacious  means 
of  sirengtbening  and  increasing  the  relations  of 
amity  between  the  two  republics. 

As  you  are  already  acquainted  with  the  solici- 
tude of  Colombia,  permit  me,  sir,  to  add  that  it  is 
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of  the  greatest  impOTtanee  to  my  Ooveroment  to 
know  the  determioation  of  the  United  States  in 

Trd  to  it 
repeal,  sir,  the  homa^  of  the  sentiments  of 
high  respect  and  distinguished  consi  derail  on  with 
wnich  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obe- 
dient, hnmble  servant, 

MANUEL  TORRES. 

Chari/e  ^Afftiin*,  fc. 
JoBN  ^  Adams, 

Secrttarji  0/ State. 


Fimdatiuntal  laie  of  the  Sovereign  Congrtu  qf  Veae- 
tttdn,  of  ih»  nth  of  December,  1819,  fn-  tht  (wton 
of  tht  BipiMic*  of  Nea  Granada  and  Yemtuda, 
vnder  thetiiUofIhe  StpMic  of  Cdcnilyia. 

TBB    PUHDAMENTAL    LAW    OF    TRB    BEPDBLIC    Or 
C01>0MB1A. 

Th«  Sovereign  Congress  of  Venezuela,  to  wboae 
antboritr  the  people  of  New  Granada,  lately  eman- 
cipated by  the  arms  of  the  republic,  hare  volun- 
tarily submitted,  considering —  v 

1.  That,  by  uniting  the  provinces  of  Venezuela 
and  New  Granada  in  ooe  repuUic,  they  will  have 
the  means  of  attaining  the  highest  degree  of  power 
and  prosperity ; 

2.  That  ifthey  should  remain  in  separate  re- 
publics, however  great  the  bonds  (bat  might  unite 
them,  yet,  far  from  benefitiog  by  so  many  advan- 
tages, with  difficulty  would  they  consolidate  their 
sovereignty,  and  cause  it  to  be  respected; 

3.  That  these  tiuihs,  clearly  perceived  by  every 
man  of  sound  undetstanding  and  genuine  patriot- 
ism, had  excited  the  Governments  of  both  repub- 
lics to  agree  to  their  confederation,  which  the 
Ticisiitutks  of  war  have  heretofore  prevented; 

From  these  considerations  of  necessity  and  re- 
ciprocal interent,  and  in  conformity  with  the  le- 
poil  of  the  select  committee  of  the  deputies  from 
New  Granada  and  Venezuela,  m  the  nam*  and 
vmdertheiuupvxtoftkeSwrmtBtiiig,  has  decreed, 
and  does  decree,  the  folTowing  fundamental  law 
for  the  republic  of  Colombia ; 

Article  1.  The  republics  of  Venezuela  and 
New  Granada  shall  be  from  the  present  day  uni- 
ted, under  the  glorious  title  of  the  Stpailic  of 
Colombia. 

2.  Its  territory  shall  be  those  comprehended  in 
the  former  captain  generalship  of  Venezuela,  and 
the  viceroyaliy  of  the  new  kingdom  of  Granada, 
embracing  an  extent  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand  souare  leagues,  whereof  the  exact  boun- 
daries shall  be  hxed  at  a  more  seasonable  op- 
portunity. 

3.  The  debts  contracted  bv  the  two  republics, 
separately,  are  acknowledged  in  toUdmn  hy  this 
law,  as  a  national  debt  of^Colombia,  for  the  diis- 
charge  of  which  the  goods  and  property  of  the 
State  are  pledged,  and  the  most  productive  of  the 
revenue  shall  be  destined. 

4.  The  executive  power  of  the  republic  shall  be 
exercised  hy  a  President,  and,  in  his  absence,  by  a 
Vice  President,  both  to  be  appointed  prvtemport 
by  the  present  Congress. 


6.  The  republic  of  ColomUa  shall  be  divided 
into  three  grand  departments — Venezaela,  Qnitci, 
and  Cundioamarca,  which  shall  compretieiid  tbe 
provinces  of  New  Granada,  whereof  the  name 
shall  be  henceforward  suppressed.  The  eapiltli 
of  these  departments  shall  be  tbe  cities  of  C^uie- 
cas,  CLuiio,  and  Bogota,  tbe  addition  of  Sania  Ft 
being  omitted. 

6.  Each  department  shall  have  a  lupnior  sd- 
ministration,  and  chief  magistrate,  to  be  appointed 
for  the  present  by  (his  Congress,  wiihlhe  title  of 
Vice  President. 

7.  A  new  city,  bearing  the  name  of  the  Libcn- 
tor.  Bolivar,  shall  be  the  capital  of  the  republic  of 
Colombia.  The  plan  and  site  thereof  shall  be 
determined  by  the  first  General  CongrcB,  epoB 
the  principle  of  making  i(  suitable  for  the  coeve- 
niences  of  the  three  departments,  and  jMvpoitioiied 
(o  tbe  grandeur  for  which  (his  rich  coun(ry  it  do- 
tined  by  nature. 

8.  The  Greneral  Congiessof  Colombia ihsUu- 
semble  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1621,  in  the 
town  of  Rosario  de  Cucuta,  which,  in  'Tetvi*- 
spect,  is  considered  tbe  most  suitable  place.  Ttie 
convocation  shall  be  made  by  the  President  of  ibt 
republic,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1820,  who  shiU 
also  communicate  the  plan  for  the  elections,  to  be 
devised  by  a  selectcommittee,  and  approved  by  llie 
present  Congress. 

"   The  constitution  of  the  republic  of  Cobiiiiu 


ill  be  formed  by  the  General  Congress,  low 
— oli  be  presented  the  projet  of  one  airead] 
creed,  together  with  (he  laws  enacted  by  this  Coo- 


i,fc 


gress,  to  be  immediately  carried  into  execniiiw, 
by  way  of  experiment. 

10.  Tbe  arms  and  flag  of  Colombia  shalt  be 
decreed  by  the  General  Congress.  In  tbe  mesii 
time,  those  of  Venezuela  shall  be  employed,  u 
they  ate  known. 

U.  The  present  Congress  Eball  dissolve  on  At 
15th  January,  1820,  in  order  that  the  new  «le^ 
tions  may  take  place  for  the  General  Congtn$«f 
Columbia. 

IS.  A  commission  of  six  members,  with  i 
president,  invested  with  special  powers,  to  be  de- 
creed, shall  occupy  the  place  of  Oongresi  during 


proclaimed  ii       _ _     _. 

public  feasts  and  rejoicings,  to  lake  place  in  tbii 
capital  on  the  25lh  December  instant,  comoieik- 
oraiing  the  nativity  of  the&i>toiir  ofamkuid,  nnia 
whose  protection  the  State  has  been  regenetsnd 
by  this  reunion. 

14.  Tbe  anniversary  of  this  political  legenen- 
tion  shall  be  perpetually  celebrated  by  a  natloDil 
feast,  where  virtue  and  talents,  as  formerly  it 
Olympia,  shall  be  distinguished  and  regarded. 

The  present  fundamental  law  for  the  republic 
of  Colombia  shall  be  promulgated  in  the  leide- 
ments  and  armies,  inserted  in  the  public  journal^ 
and  deposited  in  the  archives  oi  the  cabildui 
municipaliiies,  and  corporations,  whether  eeck- 
siastical  or  secular. 

Given  at  the  palace  of  the  Sovereign  Congrsa 
of  Venezuela,  in  the  city  of  St.  Thomas  of  Aa- 
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tbe  nmiti  year  ol  our  iDdepeDdeoce. 
FRANCISCO  ANTONIO  ZBA, 

Praidmt  of  Qmffnu. 
Jasn  German  Roscio,  Diego  B.  Uibaneja, 
^Manuel  Sedeoo,  Juan  V.  Cardoso, 

Juan  Marfinez,  Igoacio  Munoz, 

Jote  Espaoa,  Onofre  Baaaki, 

Lui*  Tomu  PeniEa,  Domingo  Alzurn, 
Antonio  M.  Briceno,  Jose  T.  Machad, 
Eiuebio  Afanador,  Ramon  O.  Cadiz. 
Francisco  Conde, 

DIEQO  DE  VALLENILLA, 

Depnty  Seerttary. 

DECREE. 
Palace  0/  Soveniffn  CWnu  of  Vewzada, 

At  AHaoiTumi,  Da.  17,  1S19,  (9th  ;eir.) 
The  Sovereign  Congresa  decrees  thai  the  pres- 
ent fnndameDtal  law  for  the  republic  of  Colombia 
shall  be  communicated  to  the  supreme  executive 
power  by  a  deputalioo  for  its  publication  and 
ezecntion. 

FRANCISCO  ANTONIO  ZEA, 

Prttidetit  of  Ctrngrt»%. 
DIEQO  DE  VALLENILLA, 

H^iiy  SKr&ax\. 
PAI.ACB  OP  THE  Gov't,  at  Anoobtoba, 

(Dtomiier  17,  1819,  9th  year.) 
Ordered  to  be  printed,  proclaimed,  executed,  and 
sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  State. 

SIMON  BOLIVAR. 
By  his  EiccKency,  the  President  of  the  Re- 
pubfic  :  DIEQO  B.  URBANEJA, 

Miniiler  0/  th«  hOenor  and  0/  Jvttiee. 
A  true  copy  :  MANUEL  TORRES. 

Wabhinoton,  Fd).  20, 1821,  (lltft  jwar.) 


BEPDBLIC  OF  COLOMBIA. 

An  00  STUB  A,  1820. 
JoAM  Gebhan  Roacio,  Vice  President  of  the  De- 
MTtment  of  Venezuela,  and  charged  with  the 
Gorernment  of  the  Republic,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  the  President  on  the  campaign,  and 
of  the  Vice  President  on  commission. 
Whereas  ii  is  impociBni  to  the  prosperity  of  Co- 
lombia, and  to  the  dignity  of  that  station  to  which 
it  has  been  elevated,  to  establish  diplomatic  inter- 
coone  with  other  nations,  and  to  make  treaties 
which  may  confirm  its  friendship  with  them,  reg- 
ulate its  commerce,  and  protect  mutual  interests; 
and  this  Government  being  desirous  of  drawio? 
more  close  the  relations  and  bonds  of  union  and 
good  correspondeoce  which  already  happily  exist 
with  thatof  the  United  Stales  :  Therefore,  I  have 
Dominated,  and,  by  these  presents,  do  appoint  and 
aothorize  Manuel  Torre^  Esq.,  tliat,  in  the  rank 
and  with  the  character  of  i^eut  and  Charg6  des 
Affitires  of  the  republic  of  Colombia,  he  present 
liimself  and  treat  with  the  said  United  States, 
and,  conformably  to  (he  instractions  which  have 
been  given  him.  to  promote  the  interests  and  ad- 
vantages of  Colombia,  by  reconcitiog  th«m  with 


those  of  said  States,  upoo  the  principles  of  the 
most  intimate,  frank,  and  sincere  friendship. 

Oiveo  at  the  palace  of  GoTernmeot,  at  Angos- 
tura ;  signed  by  my  haad,  sealed  with  the  provi- 
sional seal  of  the  republic,  and  countersigned  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations, 
the  15th  of  May,  1820. 

JUAN  Q.  ROSCIO. 
By  his  Excellency  the  Vice  President  of  Vene- 
zuela, charged  with  the  Ooveinmeut  of  ColombiB. 
JOSE  R.  RAVENGA, 
Minuter  of  Suxte  and  Fartign  RdatUmt. 

Don  Monad  Torra  to  the  Stcrttary  of  Stale. 
PsiLADELF&iA,  NovenbeT  30, 1821. 

Sib:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to 
you  m^  official  note  of  the  20th  of  February  last, 
requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
the  formu  acknowledgment  of  the  independence 
of  the  republic  of  Colombia  as  a  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent  State,  new  succtesea  have  taken 
place,  which,  at  the  same  time  that  they  remove 
any  well-founded  obstacle  which  migbc  at  llwt 
time  have  been  in  the  way  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  Slates  to  prevent  their  accediog  to  the 
wish  of  that  republic,  render  now  the  said  mea- 
sure more  urgent,  and  I  might  say  indispeosablfc 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  events  in  Peru  ana 
New  Spain,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Spanish  GJoT- 
emment  towards  America,  always  unjust,  and 
always  capricious. 

In  cocopliance  with  the  orders  which  I  bare 
received  Itom  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relatiooa, 
of  date  the  3d  of  August,  in  Cucuta,  I  hasten  to 
communicate  to  you,  sir,  what  has  occurred  in 
Colombia  since  the  recommencement  of  bostilitiea 
with  Spain,  and  to  inform  you  of  the  real  actual 
slate  of  the  republic,  that  you  may  be  pleased  to 
lay  it  before  the  President  of  the  Uuited  States. 

[o  coofonniiy  with  the  fundamental  law  of  the 
17th  of  December,  1819,  the  solemn  act  of  the 
installation  of  the  General  Congress  of  the  re- 
public of  Colombia,  composed  of  representatives 
named  by  the  people  or  the  nineteen  free  pro- 
vinces 01  New  Granada  and  Venezuela,  took 
place  on  the  6th  of  May  last  in  the  city  of  Rosaiio 
de  Cucuta,  as  is  shown  by  the  official  document 
No.  1,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you. 

The  General  Congress  being  installed,  one  of 
the  first  measures  which  called  the  attention  of  the 
legislative  body  was  the  great  question  of  the  fun- 
damenial  law  ;  and,  af^er  long  and  elaborate  de- 
bates, in  which  each  member  expressed  his  opinion 
with  the  greatest  freedom,  the  union  of  New  Gran- 
ada and  Venezuela  into  one  body  as  a  nation, 
under  the  express  agreement  of  a  popular  repre- 
sentative GovernmeoL  divided  into  legislative, 
executive,  and  judicial  authorities,  was  adopted 
and  sanctioned  by  a  plurality  of  voles;  and  alao 
the  division  of  the  territory  of  the  republic  into 
departments  or  circles,  according  to  the  evidence 

No.  2. 

The  document  numbered  3  is  the  manifesto 
which,  on  Ihe  6th  of  June,  the  President  of  Con- 
gress addressed  to  the  people  and  armies  of  the 
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Repnblic,  Dotirying  ihem  of  so  important  a  meas' 
nte;  and  No.  4  contains  the  funds  mental  law. 

Whilst  th«  CoDgresK  was  eneaged  with  patri- 
otic «pirit  in  discussing  and  making  laws  condu- 
cive to  the  correct  administration  of  jusiicp,  to  the 
Kgulalioa  and  maDagetnent  of  the  revenues,  and 
(o  the  promotion  of  public  instruction  in  ail  the 
proTinces  aad  ^aces  of  the  Slate,  the  altcniion  of 
tke  Liberator  Pretident  was  engaged  in  conduct- 
i^  an  active  war  against  the  enemy,  tu  expet 
them  entinly  from  ijw  territory  of  the  Republic. 
The  aims  of  Colombia  experienced  once  more  the 
aid  of  a  beneficent  Providence,  and  they  accom- 
plished, at  one  blow,  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
Spanisn  power  in  Veneiuela,  in  the  memorable 
battle  gf  Carabobo,  on  the  24th  of  June. 

The  enemy  lost  their  park  of  artillery,  their 
baegKe,  their  allj  in  their  very  intreochraents ; 
uH  ofinore  than  six  thousand  men,  who  were  as- 
aembled  at  that  military  point,  scarcely  could  a 
'■mall  number  escape,  who  were  able  to  retire 
-within  the  walls  of  Porto  Cabello. 

The  formidable  fortress  of  Caribagena.  and  that 
of  Cumana,  also  fell  successively ;  so  ttiat  Porto 
Cabello,  in  Venezuela,  and  the  isthmus  of  Panama, 
in  New  Qranada,  are  the  only  two  points  which 
the  Spaniards  for  the  moment  occupy  in  alt  the 
yvn  territoiy  of  Colombia ;  and  p-ol«bly  before 
the  termination  of  the  present  year  both  wiU  be 
inoorporated  with  the  Republic. 

Although  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  from  its 
scanty  population^  its  absolute  want  of  agricul- 
ture, a»d  its  situation,  can  contribute  little  or  uoth- 
lag  to  the  increase  or  facility  of  the  interior  or 
exterior  commerce  of  the  aew  Republic,  still  its 
occupation  is  of  great  importance  to  Colombia, 
iHider  the  view  of  its  own  future  security  and  that 
of  the  rest  of  America,  and  from  the  sreat  facility 
irhich  the  river  Chagres  affords  for  the  commra-ce 
of  Peru,  and  that  of  the  provinces  of  New  Spain 
which  lie  along  the  Pacific,  since  the  distances, 
die  dangeis,  and  expenses  of  a  navigation  by  Cape 
Horn  are  considerably  diminished. 

But  it  was  not  enough  for  the  Liberator  Presi- 
dent to  annihilate  the  formidable  legions  with 
irhich  the  Spaniards  oppressed  the  country ;  it 
Iras  also  necessary  to  preserve  good  understanding 
and  harmony  among  the  inhabitants  of  Colombia, 
and  to  maintain  among  foreign  nations  the  respect 
and  reputation  of  the  authorities  of  the  Republic 
■which  the  agents  of  Ferdinand  VII.  have  con- 
stantly defamed,  by  circulating,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  pre^s,  the  most  infamous  falsehoods 
B^inst  ihem.  He  had  noothermeans  of  realizing 
his  object  but  exposing  to  the  impartial  world  the 
perfidious  conduct  which  the  Peninsular  Qovern- 
ment  had  incessantly  observed  towards  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  and,  to  the  incontrovertible  manner  in  which 
be  did  so,  by  tbe  proclamation  which  he  addressed 
to  the  Spaniards  on  the  25lh  of  April,  from  the 
city  of  Barinas,  is  partly  due  the  success  of  the 
R^wblican  arms  in  Colombia  and  in  Peru. 

The  inhabitants  of  Colombia,  after  eleven  years 
of  war,  as  unjust,  as  cruel,  and  destructive,  guided 
by  the  genius  of  their  Libefatoi  President,  have 
achieved  the  liberty  and  independence  of  their 


country  without  tbe  least  foreign  aid ;  hare  gi*a 
themselves  a  popular  and  representative  Gorem- 
menl,  and  a  constitution  well  calculated  to  pte- 
serve  the  princi[des  of  liberty  and  eijuality,  and  to 
promote  the  general  prosperity. 

With  respect  to  the  ability  and  capacity  of  Co- 
lombia to  maintain  its  independeace,  bo  Veil- 
founded  doubt  can  arise  upon  tJut  poiu,  if  we 
consider  on  one  hand  the  gteu  population  of  tbe 
Republic,wbich  exceeds  3,600,000  souls,  the  extent 
of  Its  territory,  its  natural  and  artificial  retources, 
and  it-j  situation;  and,  on  the  other,  the  great 
military  talent  displayed  by  its  generals  and  «^- 
cers,  and  the  discipline  and  valor  manifested  by 
its  troops  on  ail  occasions,  but  particularly  in  the 
celebrated  battles  of  Boyaca  anu  Carabobo,  in  the 
capture  of  St.  Martha,  defendi;d  by  seventeen  ex- 
terior batteries,  all  taken  bj  assattlt,  and  tbe  re- 
duction of  the  fortresses  of  Carthageoa  and  Cu- 
mana. 

Some  idea  may  be  also  formed  of  the  degree  of 
splendor,  power,  and  future  prosperity  of  the  new 
repuUic,  by  considering  it  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  universe,  with  an  extent  of  coast  of  twelve 
hundred  miles  on  the  Atlantic,  from  the  Oronoca 
to  the  isthmus  of  Darien,  and  of  seven  hundred 
miles  on  the  Pacific  ocean,  from  Panama  to  Bahia 
de  Tumbez,  and  exempt,  at  all  seasons,  from  any 
of  those  dreadful  hurricanes  which  cause  sqcq 
disasters  in  the  Antilles,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  in  other  ]^ces. 

The  great  canals  which  ate  formed  by  the  rivei 
Oronoco  and  its  Itibutaiy  streams,  the  Sulia,  with 
the  Lake  of  Maxacaiba,  the  Magdatena.  the  Ciuca, 
and  the  Atraio,  which  all  emply  into  tne  Atlantic, 
render  Colombia  the  most  favored  part  of  the  uoi- 
verse  for  interior  navigation ;  and,  by  a  union  of 
all  climates,  unite  also,  in  gieat  abui>dance,  the 
productions  of  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature. 

Agriculture  is  further  advanced  in  Colombia 
than  in  any  other  part  of  continental  America, 
formerly  Spanish;  and  its  products  of  expo  nation, 
which  consist  chiefly  of  cocoa,  cofiee,  indigo,  to- 
bacco of  Barinas,  and  some  coiton,  are  of  a  qual- 
ity superior  to  those  of  other  countries,  except  the 
cotton.  Wilh  respect  (o  the  precious  metals  Co- 
lombia is  inferior  loneilherMexico  nor  Peru,  with 
the  advantage  that  their  discovery  is  more  easy 
aod  less  expensive.  She  also  unites,  by  proloDged 
canals,  two  oceans  which  nature  had  separated; 
aud,  by  her  proximity  to  the  United  Slates  and  to 
Europe,  appears  to  have  been  destined  by  the  au- 
thor of  nature  as  the  centre  and  the  empire  of  the 
human  family. 

Under  these  auspices  it  was  that  tke  new  repub- 
lic took  her  rank  among  other  free,  aoveieign,  and 
independent  nations,  and  that  I  had  tbe  boDor,  in 
my  note  to  you,  sir,  of  (be  20th  Pebrnaiy  W,  to 
solicit  the  recognition  of  her  independence  on  tbe 
part  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates;  which 
request  1  repeat  anew  in  this. 

The  glory  and  the  satis&ction  of  being  the  first 

recognise  the  indqcadence  of  a  new  repaUic 

the  South  of  this  continent  belongs,  in  alt  ic> 

and  considerations,  to  the  Goveiunent  vtr^h 
United  Stales;  and  this  recognition  wmd^hs,^*! 
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Reduced  as  Spain  is  to  an  abiolate  ioabiliry  to 
coDtiDue  the  war,  hn  priifi  'wishes  an  opeoiQg, 
perhaps,  Jo  meet  with  &  pretext  for  making  her 
peace  with  the  Americanii.  aod  oothioB  woulJ 
belter  mnswer  her  purpose  than  the  recognition  of 
the  independence  of  Colambia  hj  the  Federal 
GoTcmment. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  war  belweea  Spain 
and  Colombia  must  continue,  ibe  law  of  neutrality 
of  the  United  States  wonld  operate  with  equality 
with  Kspeci  to  both  belligerents,  which  was  Dot  tnd 
cannotMihecasewhilstthisOoTemmenl  does  not 
recoenise  the  independence  of  the  new  republic. 
Lastly,  between  the  United  Stales  and  Colombia 
there  can  nerer  exist  a  competition  or  riTalshtp  in 
agricnhnre,  commerce,  and  naTigaiion,  because 
Colombia  but  no  mcrenatile  navy,  nor  can  she 
form  one  for  many  years,  and  the  products  of  ex- 
portation of  her  agriculture  are  entirely  difbrenl 
from  those  which  are  cultivated  in  the  United 
Stales.  She  wanta  atmually  twenty  thousand  bar- 
rels of  flour,  and  other  proTLsions  from  these  Stales, 
for  which  she  pays  in  coffee,  indigo,  hides  in  the 
hair,  and  in  moiiey,  according  as  the  iDtereonrse 
between  the  two  conniriea  is  favorable  to  the  agri- 
coliure  of  both. 

The  political  events  in  Peru  and  Mexico  reader 
the  recognitioD  of  the  independence  of  Colombia 
urgeot,  on  account  of  the  great  confidence  with 
which  this  act  would  inspire  those  nations  to 
establish  popular  representative  Ctovernraentit. 
All  South  America  lormerly  Spanish  is  eman- 
cipated—Ihai  is,  upwards  of  eleven  millions  of 
souls ;  this  has  given  a  new  importance  to  the 
new  world,  and  now  thev  are  no  more  afraid  of 
the  machinations  of  the  Holy  Alliance  to  keep 
America  dependant  upon  Europe,  and  to  prevent 
the  establishment  of  free  Qovernments. 

The  present  political  state  of  New  Spain  re- 
t]aires  the  most  earnest  attention  of  the  Govem- 
meat  of  the  United  Stales.  There  has  occurred 
a  project,  long  since  formed,  to  establish  a  mon- 
archy in  Mexico,  on  purpose  to  favor  the  views  of 
the  Holy  AlUance  in  the  new  world.  This  is  a 
new  reason  whieh  ought  to  determine  the  Preei- 
ieat  of  the  United  States  no  longK  to  delay  a 
measure  which  will  natnrally  establish  an  Ameri- 
ca alliance,  capable  of  couuteraeting  the  projeels 
:>£  the  European  Powers,  and  of  protecting  our 
republican  institntioBs.  My  Governmeut  has  ea- 
lire  confidence  in  the  prudence  of  the  President, 
n  his  disposition  to  favor  the  cause  of  the  liberty 
md  of  the  independence  of  South  America,  and 
lis  great  experience  in  the  management  of  public 
Hisiaesa. 

Confined  for  about  three  months  past  to  my  hed 
ir  my  chamber  by  a  grievous  indisposition,  which 
till  gives  me  very  few  moments  of  repose,  it  has 
lo  t  been  in  my  power  to  address  this  commnnica- 
ioD  to  you  sooner. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  remain,  with  the  highest  re- 
pect  and  distioguished  ooDsideration,  sir,  your 
aoat  obedient,  humble  servant. 


Don  Mamid  Torres  lo  tht  Saretarf/  o/Stale. 
Philadelpsia,  Jkcmiber  30, 1821. 


appointed  the  Liberator  and  Captain  General,  Si- 
mon Bolivar,  President  of  the  State,  and  General 
Francisco  de  Paula  Santander,  Vice  President,  for 
the  consiituiioDal  term  of  four  years ;  and  on  the 
3d  of  October  ibey  took  possession  of  their  respec- 
tive magintracies,  after  having  token  the  oath 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution. 

The  functions  of  the  executive  power  devolved, 
from  the  10th  of  said  October,  on  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  Stata,  agreeably  to  the  I58lh  article 
of  the  Coastitucioo,  in  consequence  of  the  Libera- 
tor President  hariiis  taken  the  command  of  the 
armies  of  the  Sepubtic. 

The  Supreme  Government  has  fixed  its  resi- 
dence in  the  city  of  Bogota,  in  virtue  of  a  decree 
of  the  General  Congress  of  the  8th  of  October ; 
and,  by  aoolher  decree  of  the  Liberator  President 
of  the  7th,  the  Senor  Pedro  Gaol  has  been  ap- 
pointed Secretary  of  State  and  Foreign  Relations 
of  the  Government  of  Colombia. 

I  commuoicaielhis  to^ou,  sir,  that  you  may  be 
pleased  to  communicate  il  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales.  ' 

Irenewioyou,  sir,  ihe  sentiments  of  respect  and 
disltoguished  cousidetation  with  which  I  nave  the 
honor  lo  remain,  Ac. 

MANUEL  TORRES. 


Don  Manud  Torrtt  to  the  Seeretary  of  Slate. 

PsiLAnELPHiA,  Jan.  2, 1822. 
Sib:  In  the  official  note  which  I  addressed  to 
vou  on  the  20th  of  February  of  the  last  year,  so- 
liciting the  recognition  of  the  republic  of  Colom- 
bia on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  1  represented  how  important  il  was  to  my 
"  -     know  the  determination  of  the 


yon,  dated  the  30th  of  November  last.  I  repeated 
the  aubstauce  of  that  of  the  SOlb  of  February,  and 
1  suggested  someadditioaal  powerful  reasons  which 
urgently  required  the  positive  knowledge  of  the 
decision  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  in 
regard  to  a  qaesiion  of  so  much  importance  lo  my 
Government  in  the  present  circa mstances,  for  the 
regulation  of  its  political  and  commercial  relations 
with  other  nations. 

I  ought  not  to  conceal,  sir,  my  pain  in  being 
compelled  lo  distract  your  attenlion  by  requesting 
once  more  an  answer  to  my  former  nolM.  This 
course,  under  all  eircunutances  an  indispensable 
duty  of  my  station,  has  been  rendered  ine  more 
urgent  by  the  negotiations  of  peace  between  Co- 
lombia and  Spain  having  lost  all  their  importance 
in  consequence  of  the  Peninsular  Government  te- 
naciously persisting  in  its  extravagant  and  uniusi 
pretensioDS,  at  the  very  time  of  its  most  absolute 
incapacity  and  impotence  to  invade  the  territory 
of  the  republic,  or  lo  prevent  the  prosperity  whieh 
its  inhabitants  now  begin  to  enjoy — a  blessing  of 
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the  iadepen deuce  which  the;  have  gained  by  their 
arms,  and  of  the  liberty  which  their  CoDstiiution 
secures  to  ihem. 

The  present  state  of  my  health  does  not  yet  per- 
mit me  to  visit  Ibe  capital ;  but  I  shall  do  go  as 
soon  as  I  cbd  undertake  the  journey  without  in- 


Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  the  homage  of  the  sen- 
timents of  esteem  and  distinguished  consideration 
with  which  1  bare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

MANUEL  TORRES. 


Don  Martvd  Torrei. 
State, 
Waahingioa,  Jan.  IB,  1B22. 
Sir:  In  reference  to  your  letters  of  the  30th  of 
November  last  and  the  2d  of  this  month.  I  have 
the  honor  of  informioz  you  thai  (he  subject  lo 
which  Ihey  relate  is  under  the  cousideratioo  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  whose  definitive 
decision  coDcerniog  it  shall,  when  taken,  be  forth- 
with communicated  to  you.     In  the  mean  time, 
should  you  receive  advices  of  the  surrender  of 
Porto  Cabello  and  the  isthmus  of  Panama,  I  have 
to  request  you  would  favor  me  with  the  informa- 
tion of  those  events  as  early  as  may  suit  your 
convenience. 
I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept,  &c. 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 

To  the  Sterttary  of  Statt  of  the  U.  Slata  of  Ameri 
Mexico,  Odobcr  25,  1821. 
Sin:  The  love  of  my  country,  the  spring  of 
:y  noble  and  generous  action,  induces  me  to 
imunicate  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the 
it,  and  fof  the  benefit  that  may  result  to 
■_  »  I,  -  '--Mr-intaQdciliiensof  theUmtedStaies, 
the  followiDg  cnXp,yinistBntial  and  ciact  account  of 
the  happy  revolutiBI^^  [hgi  b^  i,tdy  occurred  in 
this  kingdom  of  New  S^^btain,  which,  by  the  blew- 
ing  of  God,  the  intrepidiiy^ll" 
ofits  patriotic  chief.  General 

bide,  the  enlightened  policy  of  its  motneny^  ;  -niintry 
and  the  liberal  and  philanthropic  ideas  of  itTiate  -   ' 

Cantain  Q^npraL.  Tlnn  Jitnn  0*llnnn«ii   Ima  aaj4<uT 


norance,  and  accustomed  from  their  etriini  » 
fancy  to  the  innumerable,  and  I  may  fitiIiiik 
incredible  impositions  of  both  Chatcb  iDd  W 

Pew  foreigners  have,  perhaps,  had  to  i^iporti- 
nily  of  seeing  as  maeji  of  the  If  ingdom  as  mnd 
having  travelled  on  horseback  from  i^  pin  iJ 
Guaymaa,  on  the  Gulf  of  Oilifomla,  toilms 
ever^  part  of  Sonora,  and  afietwardi  throujli ik 
nrovinces  and  suprrintendenciea  of  h'ew  Bk«. 
New  Galicia,  San  Luis  Potoii,  QwMini,  iii 
Mexico,  to  this  city,  a  disiaoce  at  lean  of  vrn 
hundred  leagues,  passing ibrough  all  tbcprmcifd 
cities,  visiting  the  most  celebrated  mines,  iimj  (on- 
versing  famiUarly  with  ail  classes  of  oeopk 

The  provinces  of  Puebia,  Mexico,  Mecbnoi. 
San  Luis  Potosi,  and  Quanaji]ato,miTbrlniiifi 
the  central  ones,  and,  of  those  1  lure  sea,  ibt 
best  watered,  most  Jertile,  moit  jffoducdK,  tW 
most  inhabited  ;  those  llial  borderODihtGoIlK' 
Mexico  are  Merida  de  Yacatao,  Oiuci,  Vn 
Cruz,  New  Santandero,  and  Tens;  ihr  mad 
from  all  accounts,  beautiful  in  the  eiliaw;  i^ 
the  third  end  last  very  fertile,  but  bIdioh  mirtii 
uncultivated  :  those  on  the  PaeificocniDid  Gut 
of  California,  New  Galicia,  Sioiloa,  tad  Siaa. 
fertile  in  parts,  but  very  scant  of  wiieriindibfa' 
tensive  internal  ones  of  New  Leon,  NewBini, 
andNew  Mexico,  that  reach  to  the  Uiiradc  of  rim- 
two  degrees  north,  which  have  for  ihemM  M 
the  same  defect,  and  which  may  be  ai\ii  ■  p"- 
ral  one  throughout  the  kingdom,  tEient«<i|;ii 
most  parts  but  little  rain,  aad  in  no  puStic^i 
ing  Texas,  wTiat  we  would  call  rivefi.  Wt« 
there  b  an  abundance  of  water,  howera,  ih 
country  is  wonderfully  fertile,  producing  ioi'aifi 
parts  two  or  three  crops  a  year,  aadyimDgofj 
lime  four  and  five  hundred  for  one,  viik  ill'  W 
gular  advantage  of  a  diversity  of  impcniDi 
within  very  short  distances,  proJneedbyli'P* 
er  or  less  eleratian  of  the  lands,  lieemwn  i" 
kingdom  being  from  eight  to  liveire  ihoons^  H 
above  the  level  of  the  sea;  so  ibai  i<  isiio(°>'l 
common  to  see  in  the  eame  market  all  ill 


Captain  General,  Don  Juan  O'Donoju,  has 
in  lis  complete  and  entire  emancipaiion. 

That  you  may  have  a  clear  and  distinct  vit 
of  the  subject,  be  fully  impressed  with  the  justice 
of  ihe  cause  of  this  hitherto  afflicted  and  oppress- 
ed people,  and  have  alio  a  general  idea  of  the  face 
of  the  country,  its  inhabitants,  productions,  &c,, 
it  may  not  be  improper  lo  stale  that,  since  its  con- 

Suesi,  (which,  if  my  memory  serves  me.  was  in 
le  year  1521,)  it  has  been  governed  by  sixiy-two 
viceroys,  and  innumerable  commandant  generals, 
governors,  and  superinlendenta  of  provinces,  who, 
according  to  general  tradition,  have  been,  wilh 
very  few  eiception.s,  as  many  merciless  and  mer- 
cenary tyrants,  the  rapacity  and  unfeeling  barbar- 
ity of  whom  nothing  could  have  withstood  for 
auch  a  length  of  time  but  a  land  enriched  by  the 
bountiful  hand  of  nature  lo  a  most  extraordinary 
d^ee,  and  a  people  born  and  brought  up,  until  of 
late,  in  all  the  intolerance  of  superstition  and  ig- 


grains,  and  other  produciions  of  lemfertifc  W, 
and  cold  climates,  as  is  tli&MKS'''"'  *'^S^: 
.{L'hiwpai  cities.  *—  f^"    -^\ 


Before  the  insurrection  of  the 
kingdom  contained  six  millions 
and  it  \s  worthy  of  remark,  thai 
been  no  less  lavish  in  the  di 
as  respects  mankind,  than  11  ._ 
duclion  of  the  earth ;  the  natii 
not  excepting  even  the  ludiai 
with  a  quickne.'^  of  perceplion 
quire  and  make  themselves  masti 
sciences  that  is  very  notable,  and^ 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Old  Spain,  i 
ny  other  countries.    At  the  abovi 
riod,  the  kingdom  may  be  raid  to  biL 
acme  of  prosperity ;  the  royal  revenl 
820,000,000,  and  the  money  coined  a 
this  city  upwards  ^/'(E28,000,000anni 
however,  ever  since  been  on  the  dec 
sequence  of  the  devastations  commi 
partiesin  the  long  and  cruel  warcarrie 
(he  Europeans  and  Americans,  so  U 
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Iklion  euiDot  now  be  computed  at  more  thao  four 
niiliioDs,  the  reTeniie  at  more  iban  half  of  wbat  it 
ira»,  and  the  moaey  coined  yearly  u  from  5,000,' 
000  10  $8,000,000 ;  this  year  it  will  probably  not 
exceed  $4,000,000. 

I  haTe^been  infoTEned  that  a  very  correct  history 
of  (his  insurreciioD,  up  to  the  uofortaDBte  ezpedi- 
lioD  of  Oeuerftl  Mina,  h&s  been  written  by  a  Mr. 
RabiDwii,  and  published  in  Philadelphia ;  it  is 
useless,  therefore,  to  say  more  on  Ibe  subject  than 
ttisi  iis  eommenceinent  was  undoubtedly  caused 
b^  the  abuses  daily  committed  in  all  branches  of 
the  (lovernment  in  this  kiagdom,  by  the  disorder 
in  which  Spain  was  thrown  in  consequence  of 
the  invtEioD  of  the  French,  and  by  the  imprudeat 
measures  adopted  in  this  city,  one  of  which  was 
the  arrest  of  the  Viceroy  Iturigsiay,  and  many  of 
its  priDcipml  American  inhabitants.  It  is  also 
worthy  ot  remark  that,  in  proportion  as  it  was 
pioloDged,  the  evils  increased,  and  its  sYmptoms  be- 
came raore  malignant;  the  — ■ —  :— .j-. 


the  SI 

produe 


s  incidents  of 


passions,  and  among  them  those 
oiiaDcorandhatred^  which,  irritated  and  inflamed 
by  the  incoDsideraiton,  imprudence,  and  want  of 
policy  on  both  sides,  divided  the  kingdom  into  two 
paiiies,  the  Europeans  and  Americana,  whose  re- 
spective opinions  formed  essentially  the  war  that 
destroyed  both. 
'  a^  those  that  contributed  moat  to  quell  Ibe 
'' —   WIS  the  before-mentioned  General 


of  Celaya,  and  native  of  the  city  _ 

dolid,  in  the  province  of  Mechoaean.  Born  of 
Earopean  parents,  and  animated  by  a  mistaken 
zeal,  be  was  induced  to  embrace  tha  roval  cause, 
and,  with  a  fervor  sod  impetuosity  peculiar  to  his 
character,  committed  many  arbitrary  and  violent 
acts,  that  in  a  great  degree  tarnished  what  would 
oiherwisehavebeea  deemed  brilliant  achieyements, 
and  over  which  it  is  necessary  (o  draw  a  veil,  bis 
subsequent  conduct  having  entirely  effaced  them 
from  the  memory  even  of  those  most  aggrieved. 
Indeed,  it  would  appear  that  a  sense  of  the  injus- 
tice he  had  commuted,  an  iooatc  conviction  of 
the  impropriety  of  adhering  (o  the  party  he  had 
espousu,  and  a  remorse  of  conscience,  were  the 
principal  cause*  of  the  change  in  his  political  sen- 
timents ;  for  we  see  him  all  at  once  assuming 
a  different  character,  and  at  a  moment  when 
his  sovereign  had  heaped  upon  him  innumerable 
honors. 


The  impossibility  of  re-establishing  peace  and 

iaietness  in  the  kingdom  by  the  force  of  arms  was 
ally  ascertained  during  the  Viceroyalty  of  the 
ICaptain  Generals  Venegas  and  Calleja,  of  whom 
it  may  be  said  that  they  rather  dispersed  than 
conquered  the  Americoos,  the  country  being  in  a 
complete  state  of  revolt,  and  full  of  chieftains  that 
coramanded  from  three  to  six  hundred,  and  even 
a  ihoosand  men  each,  and  bands  of  cobbers  that 
infested  the  highways  in  September,  1816,  when 
the  Viceroy  Apodaca  arrived.  To  this  disinter- 
ested, good,  and  vittuous  man  is  due  the  pncifica- 
liou  of  the  kingdom ;  his  penetration,  skill,  and 
hamanity  having  suggested  to  bim  (he  jwopriety 


of  laying  aside  the  arms  that  had  hitherto  -been  in 
use,  and  of  winning  the  aSections  of  the  people  t^ 
means  of  persuasion,  pardons,  and  premiums,  who, 
without  general  officers,  money,  or  any  immediate 
expectation  of  establisning  the  liberty  of  their 
country,  and  weary  of  the  wandering  and  wretch- 
ed life  (Qey  had  so  long  endured,  embraced  readily 
the  opportunity  (bat  presented  of  relurniog  to 
the  bosoms  of  their  families.  No  sooner  was  the 
plan  adopted  than  its  wisdom  became  palpable; 
entire  towns  and  districts  yielding  (o  the  solicita- 
lions  of  the  agents  appointed  by  uie  Government 
for  carrying  it  into  execution,  so  that  at  the  end 
of  two  years  all  was  tranquillity,  and  you  could 
travel  in  every  direction  without  escort  of  arms, 
except  that  of  Acapulco,  between  which  and  this 
city  the  chieftains  Guerrero,  Asensio,  and  a  Col- 
onel Bradburn.  of  Virginia,  that  came  with  GieD- 
eral  Mina,  with  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  had 
taken  refuge,  and  fortified  an  almost  inaccessible 
mountain,  from  whence  they  made  predatory  ex- 
cursions. To  reduce  these  to  obedience  was  the 
ultimate  object  and  wish  of  the  Government; 
and,  with  this  view,  General  Iturbide  was  invested 
with  the  iinporlant  military  command  of  (be  de- 
partment of^the  South,  that  contained  about  three 
thousand  veteran  troops,  and  had  its  headquarters 
in  the  town  of  Iguals,  distant  about  thirty  leagues 
from  this  city,  on  the  direct  road  to  Acapulco. 
It  is  proper  to  mention  here  that,  a  few  months 
previous  to  his  nomination,  news  had  been  re- 
ceived of  the  regeneration  of  Old  Spain,  and  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Constitution  in  that  coun- 
try— a  circumstance  (bat  created  great  alarm  in 
this  among  the  clergy  and  friars:  the  lower  class 
of  people  were  also  taueht  to  believe  that  the 
planting  of  it  here  would  be  attended  with  the 
entire  destrucIJoa  of  their  long-established  form  of 

The  Viceroy,  (Apodaca.)  who  was  now  graced 
with  the  title  of  "  Conde  del  Venadito,"  was  also 
opposed  to  the  new  system,  and  discovered  so 
much  reluctance  in  (he  change  of  bin  measures, 
Ibat  his  unwilliDgoess  and  tardy  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding became  evident  to  all,  and  gave  occasion 
to  many  just  and  violent  complaints  that  were 
made  by  its  admirers,  who  publicly  accused  him 
of  its  infraction;  while  the  American  wiixen. 
taking  advantage  of  the  liberty  of  tbe  press,  and 
the  confused  and  unsettled  state  of  public  opinion, 
called  aloud  for  independence  as  the  only  certain 
remedy  for  tbe  numerous  evils  that  surrounded 
them. 

The  crisis  was  loo  important  and  obvious  to 
escape  the  penetration  of  out  hero,  Iturbide,  who 
was  also  itisligated  to  an  immediate  execution  of 
the  plan  he  had,  in  consequence,  formed,  of  liber- 
ating bis  country  forever  from  its  thraldom,  by 
the  mutiny  of  several  of  ibe  officers  of  tbe  regi- 
ment of  the  "four  military  orders,"  (bat  had  before 
given  many  unequivocal  proofs  of  disaffection  and 
insubordination,  which  was  supposed  to  extend  to 
the  soldiers  of  ibat  corps,  and  by  the  departure  of 
a  convoy  for  Acapulco  with  near  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, (bat  was  intended  to  be  embarked  in  a  ship 
bound  to  Manilla,  that  he  resolved  on  detaining. 
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Hetmmeditiiely,  ttierefofe,  emcerted  bit 
with  ihe  clerey  and  friars,  and.  with  the  specioDs 
preieit  of  upaoldiag  them  io  their  privileges  and 
immuoitiea,  seeared  their  fsvor  and  protection. 
He  also  commUDtcaied  his  desica  to  such  of  the 
Oo?ernon  of  the  provinces  asTie  thought  likely 
to  aid  him  in  the  execution  of  it,  and,  on  his  ar- 
rival in  Iguala,  peraaaded  a  great  part  of  the 
troops  uader  his  command  to  join  him  in  Ihe  ua- 
deriaking,  in  the  belief  that  the  Government  se- 
cretly farored  it — a  circumstance  thai  ihey  at 
firtt  readily  gave  credit  to,  from  their  knowledge 
of  Ihe  enti-constiluiional  sentiments  of  its  leading 
members,  but  in  which  they  were  soon  after  un- 
deeeired,  and,  in  consequence,  not  more  than  a 
ihoBsnnd  remained  faithful  of  loose  that  espoused 
his  parly.  The  design  was  also  made  known  to 
Onerrero,  Asenaio,  and  Bradburn,  who  pledged 
themselves  to  support  him  in  the  enterprise;  and, 
thus  prepared,  be  (^oty  declared  the  independ' 
ence  of  tlie  kingdom,  swearing  it  in  the  most  sol- 
emn manner  at  the  head  of  his  arinv,  ia  the  said 
town  of  Igaala,  on  the  34th  day  of  Febrnary  last, 
seizing,  at  the  same  lime,  and  appropriatine  to  the 
nse  of  the  nation,  the  treasure  destined  lor  ihe 
Manilla  ship. 

Hif  next  step  was  to  form  a  plan  for  tbe  instat- 
laiion  (^  the  new  OoFemment,  (a  copy  of  which 
I  encloae,)  and  to  give  to  his  army  the  style  and 
title  of  the  "  army  of  the  three  guarantees,"  from 
tbe  protection  it  was  to  afford  to  the  Catholic  re- 
ligion, to  Ihe  independence  of  the  kinedom,  and 
to  the  indissolaUe  unifut  between  the  Europeans 
and  AroericaDs.  A  copy  of  tbe  plan  was  imtne- 
diaiely  Bent  by  him  to  tbe  \iaeiay,  with  a  letter, 
ftating  all  that  had  passed,  ex  [Gaining  his  motives 
for  having  formed  and  adopted  the  new  system  ; 
inviting  him  and  the  Oovernment  to  aid  and  as- 
sist in  Us  establishment;  and,  finally,  namins  the 
said  Viceroy,  the  "  Conde  de  Cortina,"  ana  the 
president  of  the  toral  audience,  the  members  that 
were  to  compose  the  regency,  reserving  to  himself 
the  command  that  he  had  assumed  of  the  Na- 
tional Army. 

The  Viceroy,  had  he  be«o  left  to  himself,  would, 
I  believe,  have  assented  to  the  proposal,  from  Ihe 
vehement  desire  he  has  ever  manifested  to  avoid 
theeffusion  of  blood,  and  the  miseries  concomitant 
to  a  rmewal  of  the  war,  as  well  as  from  a  convic- 
tion that  the  plan  and  policy  adopted  bv  Itnrbide 
could  not  fail  to  gain  him  innumerable  friends, 
and  to  enablehim,  finally,  to  accomplish  bis  views. 
It  was  necessary,  however,  to  call  to  his  counsel 
like  members  of  the  various  tribunals  of  which  the 
Government  was  composed,  as  well  as  the  princi- 
pal military  officers,  all  of  whom,  counting  on  the 
versatility  that  had  been  conspicuous  in  the  Amer- 
ican character  up  to  that  period,  resolved,  unani- 
mously, to  maintain  the  then  existing  Government, 
in  the  belief  that  the  few  troops  that  had  adhered 
to  Iturbide  would  leave  him  the  instant  the  royal 
army  should  approach  Iguala, 

The  old  favorite  system  of  blood  and  murder 
was  also  upheld  ;  but  to  this  the  Viceroy  would 
not  cunsen^  and  an  amnesty  was  offered  to  ail, 
not  excepting  Iturbide.    The  Field  Marshal  Linan 


was  named  commtod<r-in-cki«^  and  a  aan»M 
staff  and  army  was  conmitted  lo  hit  charge.  Ht 
was,  however,  so  alow  in  tta  Botioai,  luiidt- 
iBcbmoat  of  tn>^  sent  by  Itnrbide  had  lakctpw 
session  of  the  town  and  castle  of  Acapdco,  ud 
he  himself,  and  tbe  remainder,  were  on  iheii  muck 
in  tbe  dir«ctioa  of  Valladolid  before  the  atmr  cf 
Linan  moved  from  it«  cauionmeat  in  the  ae^ 
borhood  of  this  city. 

The  cry  of  independence  was  no  soaoer  nud 
in  Igaala  than  it  spread  in  all  pans,  and  so  anar 
was  formed  in  the  Provinces  of  Puebla  acid  Yoi 
Cruz,  by  the  Colonels  Hirers,  firaro,  and  Saou 
Ana,  that  took  possesion  of  the  cities  of  Ortais. 
Cordova,  and  Xalapa ;  which  was  the  most  im- 
portant conquest,  the  two  former  being  tbe  ikpoi- 
of  the  Government  tobacco,  of  whichaimdigicc 
quantity  fell  into  the  haa^  of  the  Indqttiiln^ 
with  a.  large  sua  in  specie — eireniulaiieei  itu 
w«reaiteaded  with  the  douUeadvantageefbei^ 
a  powerful  saccor  to  them,  and  aD  iitepaiable  In 
to  the  Oovernment,  which  coDBicd  on  the  mat 
sion  to,  and  sale  of,  the  totMCCO  in  Meiiw  u  it 
principal  means  of  si^tportiog  tbe  war. 

In  tnis  state  of  things,  it  was  naolved  to  diri^ 
the  Government  army  into  ifaraedirisiDns:  swff 
which,  under  the  command  of  Cokud  Mi^no. 
was  to  retake  Acapolco ;  another,  ooobuiim  b; 
Colonel  Hebia,  to  march  against  the  dta  of 
Orixaba,  Cordova,  and  Xalapa ;  toA  the  ibui  o 
return  for  the  defence  of  this  capital,  on  tke  su^ 
position  that  Iturbide  might  soddenly  ctauge  hs 
route,  and  take  the  city  by  surprise,  li,  haweia, 
soon  appeared  that  bis  intention  vras  verj  dlfutti 
and  thai  his  object  was  to  pass  ValladoUd,  ai 
unite  with  a  Colonel  Bustamenie,  of  Sui  Im 
Potosi,  who  had  risen  at  this  critical  period,  ul 
proceeded  against  the  city  of  Quaaajoato  with  i 
considerable  part  of  hi*  regiment  of  draipwns  it- 
claring  independence  in  all  the  cities  ud  towH 
in  the  Bajio,  the  inhabitaats  of  which  rtetin' 
him  with  open  arm*.  On  arrivi&g  u  QnanijuUi 
it  also  surrendered  to  him ;  and,  as  he  wti  jouni 
by  the  garrisons  of  the  several  places  he  pi^ 
through,  Iturbide,  on  meeting  him,  found  IudueA 
at  the  head  of  an  army  of  five  thousand  Bitt.  it- 
eluding  the  divisions  of  Colonel  Barrafiai  ui 
Major  Parres,  that  left  Valladolid  with  whit  ItmP 
they  could  seduce,  as  soon  as  ih^  knew  of  b 
intention  to  pass  that  way.  With  this  re^ieeubic 
force  it  was  determined  to  attack  that  cii^,  wbiek 
was  the  best  fortified  of  any  in  the  kingdom,  ud 
had  a  garrison  of  seventeen  hundred  mte.  i> 
however  made  no  defence  and  its  comiosDdiU 
Colonel  ftuintanar,  and  all  but  about  six  hmidn' 
of  the  troops,  went  over  to  Iturbide. 

At  Guanajnato,  where  is  one  of  the  richest  iii» 
erals  in  tbe  Kingdom,  a  mint  was  establisked,iU 
proved  afterwards  very  serviceable  to  the  i*^ 
p«ndents,  and  injurious  to  the  royal  partr;i>< 
silver  from  all  the  neighboring  mines  laking  iK 
direction  of  that  city  instead  of  Mexico. 

Acapuico  remained  but  a  short  time  in  pB» 
sion  ot  the  Independents,  tbe^castle  having  cip>' 
ulatud  before  the  arrival  of  the  division  of  tolosil 
Margues  to  two  Spanish  frigates  that  accidBtnl^ 
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irriTed  there  rnim  Panatni.  San  Jvan  del  Rio,  a 
ratified  (owD  between  ihis  city  and  Queretato, 
wfs  aat  inresled  ;  the  wge,  bowever,  tasted  but 
1  few  da 7s ;  the  greater  part  of  the  gairiioD,  being 
Amencaai,  deserted,  ana  joioed  the  Independenis, 
dUisiDe  tbe  few  that  retDained  to  capitulate. 

ThedivisioDofColonelHebiaihat  had  matched, 
■sbefateitated,  against  tbe  citiet  of  Orizaba,  Cor- 
doia,  and  Xalapa,  aarpnsed  Colonel  Bravo,  with 
ibout  fifteen  hundred  IndepeadeDts,  in  the  town 
gf  Tepetca,  about  nine  teagaes  from  Paebia,  who, 
Qoprtpared  for  action,  retired  with  his  troops  to  a 
luge  eonTent  of  the  order  of  San  Franciwo,  that 
VIS  conatrueled  by  Hernando  Cortez,  iioos  after 
ilie  eonqnesi,  in  the  fona  of  a  fortrms,  to  serve  as 

I  place  of  refuge  for  him  Bud  his  fotlowen  in  tbe 
went  of  iny  sudden  emergencj-  Hebia  had  with 
lim  his  own  regiment  of  "  Castile,"  and  other 
Boropean  troops,  th«  equalled  in  number  those  of 
Sravo.  A  fleld-pieee  was,  however,  neeessarv  to 
nake  a  breach  in  the  wait  of  (he  cooTent,  and,  to 
ibuin  III  it,  he  sent  immediately  lo  Puebla,  asking, 

II  the  ume  lime,  for  a  reikforcemeat  of  five  hun- 
Iml  nen,  that  the  success  of  the  action  might  be 
ilsced  beyond  all  doubt  BravOj  suspecting  bis 
aimiion.  resolved  on  a  sortie,  with  the  determi- 
Mtiov  to  cut  hb  way  and  escape,  as  Itarbide  bad 
nren  positive  orders  lo  all  his  officers  to  avoid 
M  cftujon  of  blood,  and  to  act  solely  on  tbe  de- 
^Mve,  fran  tttedoubte  motive  of  eoncUiating  the 


nemy  and  avoiding  tbe  butchery  of  bis  coantry- 
ud;  sensible  where  one   European  should  be 

liJifd,  four  or  five  Americans  would  fall,  the  num- 


m  of  Ibe  latter  i: 

iratlf  that  of  the 

mi  attempts  he  made,  he  was  unsuccessful ;  tbe 
hiid,  however,  proved  more  fortunate,  and  he  got 
€  with  the  loss  ot  fifty  or  sixty  men,  killing  as 
WDi  of  those  thai  were  opposed  to  him. 

This  was  the  first  action  (hat  had  occtirred,  and 
lie  resolt  proved  highly  important  to  the  tnde- 
nxteni  cause ;  the  gallant  conduct  of  their  iroofM 
upinng  a  universal  confidence,  animating  their 
nspanions  in  arms  throughout  the  kingdom  to  a 
DguUr  and  snexpeeled  degree,  and  demonstra- 
ag  10  the  polilicsl  and  miritary  officers  of  the 
kicenment  of  Meiico  that  they  had  to  contend 
■ith  a  brave  and  detennioed  enemy. 
Dinppoiated  aod  chagrined  at  the  result  of  the 
Hioo,  and  andeeeived  as  to  tlie  sort  of  troops  he 
^  to  deal  with,  Hebia  proceeded  on  bis  march 
I  Cordova,  where  he  was  tilled  in  the  first  as- 
ntt,  and  hi*  army  oUiged  to  retire  from  tbe  siege 
r  Colonel  Herrcra,  and  the  valiant  troons  that 
(fended  tbe  eity.  While  these  acenes  of  glory 
te  aebiering  in  tbe  provinces  of  Puebla  and 
laCniE,  the  siege-of  the  city  of  Q,uereiaro, one 

the  most  beautiful  in  tbe  kingdom,  and  the 
iird  in  rank  as  respects  size,  opal^ce,  and  com- 
ercf,  was  pushed  with  much  vigor  by  Iiurbide 
.  person.  Its  garrison  was  composed  of  nine 
■ndted  Earopeaos,  draughted  from  various  regi- 
ents,  and  about  aii  hundred  Americans,  all  uu- 
f  the  command  of' Brigadier  General  Loaces,  a 
[live  of  the  kingdom  of  Peru,  colonel  of  the 
gimeiit  of  Saragona,  and  a  brave  and  ejpe> 


rienced  officer.  Ha  had  determined  to  make  a 
Tigorons  and  desperate  defenoe ;  and,  as  the  fate 
of  the  kingdom  depended  in  a  great  measure  on 
j  that  of  this  city,  the  Qovcmment  resolved  to  nban- 
'  don  that  of  Baa  Lnia  Potosi,  and  to  succor  Qne- 
retaro  with  the  European  regiment  of  Zamora 
that  was  stationed  th«e.  The-order  to  this  eR^t 
was  no  sooner  despatched  than  Iturbide  knew  of 
it,  and  concerted  measures  to  surprise  the  troops 
on  their  march,  which  were  so  well  executed  that 
they  found  thnosdvessurrotrnded  when  they  least 
expected  it  by  a  body  of  three  times  their  number, 
and  compelled  to  surrender  at  discretion.  This 
happy  occurrence  for  the  Independents  was  a 
deaubtow  to  the  Oovernment,  who  foimd  itself 
at  once  deprived  of  ibe  important  ea^tal  and  proT' 
ince  of  San  Luis  Potosi,  that  were  immedisidy 
occupied  by  the  Independents,  and  without  the 
means  of  contributing  to  the  relief  of  Q,tieretaro, 
which  capitulated  sbortty  after;  the  Ameiiean 
part  of  the  garrisoD  joining  Iturbide,  as  usual,  and 
the  Eurc^ans  going  on  parole  to  Celaya,  until 
such  time  aa  they  could  be  transported  to  tbe  Ha- 
vana. These  troops,  to  their  eternal  dit^fnce, 
proposed  afterwards  to  their  colonri  lo  rise  and 
march  to  Mexico;  but  he,  like  a  man  of  honor, 
sent  tbe  letter  to  Iturbide,  who  immediately  ordered 
them  to  be  disarmed  and  dii^)ersed. 

The  next  action  of  any  importance  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Toluca,  fourteen  leagues  fi«m 
tbe  city,  between  tbe  regiment  of  Pernando  VII., 
commanded  by  Colonel  Castillo,  and  a  body  of 
tbe  Independents  of  an  equal  nunber,  under  tbs 
orders  of  Colonel  Filisola,  which  was  indecisive, 
l>oth  parties  claiming  (he  victory,  after  an  obati- 
naie  Mttle,  in  which  more  than  two  hundred  were 
left  dead  on  the  field,  and  tlie  Independents  in 
possession  of  two  cannon,  that  their  opponents 
were  obliged  to  altandon. 

At  this  period,  General  Negrete,  commander  of 
the  troops  in  tbe  province  of  Qoadalaxara,  rose 
with  the  whole  of  his  army,  obliged  tbe  com- 
mandant. General  Don  Jose  de  la  Cmz,  to  fly 
from  ihe  capital  of  that  name,  wbeve,  and  in  all 
other  parts  of  the  province,  independence  was 
sworn  ;  tbe  commerce  of  the  port  of  Sao  Bias 
was  also  declared  free  to  all  nations.  Cruz  took 
the  road  leading  to  the  interaal  provinces^ with 
the  intention,  it  was  said,  of  uniting  with  Briga- 
dier Don  Joaquin  Arredoodo,  commanjant  gene- 
ral of  the  eastern  provinoes,  of  raising  as  army 
in  unioa  with  him,  and  of  returning,  either  to  ro- 
conquer  his  own  province,  or  to  (he  aid  of  that  of 
Mexico.  Arredondo  had,Dowever.alreadycaiised 
independence  to  he  sworn  throughout  his  district, 
and,  on  hearing  this,  Cruz  made  a  halt  in  the  city 
of  Zacaiecas,  hut,  beios  pursued  by  Negrete,  fled 
to  Durango,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  New 
Biscay,  carrying  with  him  a  lar?e  sum  in  specie 
that  he  found  in  the  treasury  at  Zacatecas,  which 
city  soon  after  surrendered  to  a  detachment  that 
was  sent  against  it  by  the  commandant  of  Ban 
Luis  Potosi. 

On  the  death  of  Hehia,  the  command  of  the 
regiment  of  Castile  devolved  on  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Luna,  who,  on  tbe  fall  of  Oacretaro,  was 
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ordered  to  reiuro  to  Mexico  by  forced  marches,  in 
tbe  ezpecietion  tbnt  Uurbide  would  now  BtUck 
the  capiial.  Similar  orders  were  al«o  sent  to 
GoloDel  Marguea,  in  whose  division  was  a  pria- 
cipai  part  of  the  inaubordioate  re^meot  of  the 
"  tour  military  orders."  The  male  inhibitaDU  of 
Mesico,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  fifty,  were  also 
ordered  to  eorol  ihecaselres  in  the  militia,  without 
exception  or  distinctioa  of  persons,  and  every  pos- 
sible precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  a  surprise 
and  maintain  the  city  until  sacb  time  as  an  an- 
swer should  be  received  to  denpatehes  that  had 
been  sent  to  Spain,  or  troops  should  arrive  that 
were  expected  from  the  Havana. 

All  this,  however,  was  not  sufficient  to  allay 
the  rancor  that  a  certain  part  of  the  comraanily 
had  conceived  a^inst  (he  Viceroy,  ^>x  to  coo- 
VIDce  them  of  his  upright  intentioDa,  or  extiO' 
fftiiah  the  sparks  of  in&ut»rdinaiion  I  havealready 
fiinted  at  in  some  of  tiie  European  troops,  which, 
from  the  first,  was  more  immediately  airecied  at 
hia  pcnon  than  at  the  Government.  A  report 
was,  therefore,  industriously  circulated  that  he 
was  in  secret  correspondence  with  Iturbide,  and 
that  there  wan  no  real  intentioD  to  defend  the 
city,  notwithstanding  the  preparations  that  were 
oaiensibly  making  for  its  proieclioa ;  tbe  whole  a 
prelude  to  the  scandalous  revolution  of  the  5th  of 
July,  which  had  for  its  object  the  arrest  of  that 
most  excellent  man,  and,  without  doubt,  was  ac- 
complished by  dint  of  money  paid  by  the  mer- 
ehania  to  the  officers  that  took  part  in  the  affray, 
who  had  the  temerity  to  secure  the  persons  of 
their  colonels  and  other  principal  military  men 
opposed  to  their  project,  to  assault  the  palace  and 
make  a  prisoner  of  the  Viceroy,  and  afterwards 
the  audacity  to  place  against  its  gates  and  the 
corners  of  the  principal  streets,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  public,  who  were  so  many  witnesses 
of  (heir  atrocity,  a  paper  setting  forth  that  he  had 
of  bis  own  accord,  and  at  tbe  respectful  petition 
of  the  officers  of  tne  European  raiments,  deliv- 
ered the  political  and  military  command  of  the 
kingdom  to  Field  Marshal  Don  Francisco  Novel- 
la, the  person  they  had  pitched  upon  at  the  leader 
of  the  faction. 

This  gentleman  had  under  his  command  the 
various  corpa  of  artillery  and  engineer*  that  ex- 
isted in  tbe  kingdom ;  and  as  his  education  and 
occupation  until  now  had  been  altogether  con- 
fined to  that  line,  vou  will  readily  imagine  him 
entirely  unfit  for  the  discbarge  of  the  arduous 
and  complicated  duties  of  Viceroy  of  these  exten- 
sive provinces. 

Indeed,  he  himself  was  sensible  of  his  incom- 
petency, and  very  prudently  declined  the  offer;  as 
unsuitable,  hovrever,ashe  was,  there  was  no  other 

Crson  they  could  avail  themselves  uf  that  was 
IS  so,  and  the  same  necessity  that  compelled 
them  to  name  him  obliged  him  to  accept  the  ap- 
pointment. From  a  Government  constituted  by 
the  insubordination  of  a  few  soldiers  that  had  the 
vanity  to  compare  their  iniquitious  conduct  with 
the  noble  enthusiasm  of  the  Spanish  nation,  which, 
tired  of  obeying  tyrants  that  abused  the  goodness 
of  their  monarch,  rose  in  a  masa  to  tecorer  the 


rights  of  whieh  they  bad  ui^astly  been  deprived, 
no  good  was  to  be  expected  ;  and  we  aee  it  em- 
ployed from  its  very  conunencement  in  deatroying 
the  constitutional  regimen,  of  which  it  did  bm 
leave  a  vestige,  and  in  substituting  the  most  arbi- 
trary and  tyrannical  system  that  it  is  powible  lo 
imagine;  all  of  which  was  fomented  and  sanc- 
tioned by  a  body  that  Novella  bad  created,  with 
the  denomination  of  the  "Junta  Consultivs,'' 
composed  of  a  few  individual*  who  bad  cootri- 
butea  with  their  money  to  place  tbe  power  in  hb 
hands,  were  furious  at  seeing  approach  tbe  expi- 
ration of  their  authority,  and  with  sentiments  dia- 
metrically opposed  to  the  system  of  liberality  and 
philanthropy  at  present  predominant 

At  the  time  these  scenes  of  horror  were  trans- 
acting in  the  capital,  and  to  which  Imyadf  had 
like  to  have  been  a  victim,  DOtwithsundiiig  the 
great  prudence  I  observed  in  ray  depocimeai,  a 
bloody  occurrence  took  place  in  VeraCroz  incca- 
sequence  of  (he  Gtorming  of  that  city  by  a  partj 
of  Inmps  commanded  by  an  ineoniiidet«te  bat 
brave  young  officer  named  Santa  Ana,  wbo  sealed 
tbe  walls  and  got  complete  poaaession  of  tbe  town, 
but  was  afterwards  obliged  to  retire  with  great 
loss,  hia  soldiers  having  abandoned  their  arms  with 
a  view  to  plunder,  and  the  inbabitania  setiiog 
upon  them  when  in  that  defenceless  stale. 

The  city  of  Puebla  de  los  Angeles,  the  largot 
in  the  kingdom  except  Mexico,  nest  attmeied  tbe 
attention  of  General  Iturbide,  in  front  of  which 
was  a  large  army  of  Independent*  conpascd  (tf 
the  divisions  of  the  Conde  de  la  Cadena,  HerrrrB, 
Bravo,  Filieola,  and  others,  ibal  only  awaited  the 
orders  of  (heir  General  to  make  tbe  attack,  and  \a 
prevent  which,  and  the  loss  of  may  valu^e  lives, 
be  went  in  person,  preferring,  in.  all  caaeii,  tkc 

Elan  be  had  from  the  first  ado|>ted  of  reduciaig 
is  enemies  by  means  of  persoaaion  and  n»Dti*- 
tion  rather  than  by  force  of  arms.  The  fate  M 
Puebla  was  all-important  to  the  Government  in 
tbe  critical  situation  in  which  it  fooad  itadL 
being  one  of  the  ebaio  of  fortified  towns  ikai 
connect  Mexico  with  Vera  Cruz,  to  wbicb  port 
it  had  resolved  to  retire  with  the  Eim^ieaii  pan 
of  the  army  and  inhabitants,  in  the  event  of 
not  being  able  to  sustain  itself  in  the  eapitsl. 
Puebla  was,  therefore,  w^  gatriaooed,  served 
with  an  excellent  park  of  artilTnr^  and  defaced 
with  many  cannon  of  a  large  calibre,  so  that  ilk 
commander-in-chief.  Brigadier  Don  CiiiacoLlaBo, 
the  Marquis  de  Vivanco,  and  other  expetiesced 
officers  stationed  ther^  bad,  until  tbe  last,  aaa- 
guine  hopes  of  being  able  to  defendit.  Itarbid^ 
however,  called  to  his  assistance  a  put  of  the 
army  be  had  left  in  CLueretaio,  and  sarrnuntk^ 
the  city  with  so  many  troops  that  Teaistanee  -wtinU 
have  been  nothing  short  of  an  act  of  madness  ;  ■: 
therefore  capitulated. 

On  the  surrender  of  Pnebla,  the  army  of  Itur- 
bide, which  had  now  augmented  to  the  nnnnber 
of  about  eighteen  thousand,  and  which  was  cam- 
posed  entirely  of  veteran  troojts  tbat  had  been 
disciplined  in  the  King's  service,  and  had  gone 
over  to  him  clandestinely,  or  joined  him  on  ttw 
Ikll  of  the  various  cities  he  but       
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Mifcd  orden  to  march  in  separate  oolamna  to 
difimnt  Iowdb  in  the  aeichborhood  of  Mexico, 
will)  the  intention  of  naniieiting  to  the  Qorern- 
menl  of  that  city  th«  folly  of  any  roriher  resist- 
iDce.  It  waa,  boweyer,  entirely  ia  tbid  that 
the  General  had  adopted  (his  prudeat  measure ; 
ID  Tain  that  one  or  two  praiseworthy  citizens  had 
reotured  to  leaaon  on  the  sobject  with  Senoi 
?(orella ;  and  in  vain  that  he  was  assored  he 
could  not  rdy  on  more  than  one-third  part  of 
the  troops  that  composed  the  garrison.  War  1 
irarl  was  tbe  cry  of  him  and  his  Junta  Consul- 
tiTS,  anil  the  motto  they  wore  on  their  hats,  and 
that  worn  bj  all  their  officers  and  troops,  was, 
"  Vivir  y  aonrjtda  y  vtiUi." 

ItDrlude,  »iitt  bavioK  rested  a  few  days  in  Pti' 
tbla,  and  partaken  of  the  effusion  of  gratitude 
manifested  towards  bim  by  the  $ood  people  of 
that  city,  was  od  the  point  of  leaving  it,  with  the 
iBtention  of  fixing  bis  headquarters  near  the  town 
of  Cbaleo,  and  directing  from  thesce  the  attack 
that  was  to  have  been  made  on  Mexico,  when  he 
receired  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Oenernl  Don 
Juan  O'Donojn,  who  had  recently  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz,  informing  him  tbat  he  had  been  named  by 
ihe  King  of  Brain  Captain  General  and  political 
chief  of  the  Kingdom,  and  had  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment at  the  solicitation  of  his  friends,  ibe 
representalires  of  America  in  tbe  Cortes  of  Spain; 
that  he  bad  risked  his  health  and  life,  and  sacri- 
ficed his  coDTenience,  at  a  period  when  he  intend- 
ed 10  retire  from  the  public  service,  without  any 
other  desire  than  that  of  acquiring  the  love  and 
esteem  of  the  people  of  New  Spain,  and  without 
other  seoiimeota  than  those  of  tranquillizing  Ihe 
disastrous  inquietude  that  retgaed  in  tbe  King- 
dom— not  by  consolidating  or  perpetuatins  tbe 
despotism  tbst  existed,  or  prolonging  the  colonial 
dependence,  or  falling  into  the  errors  or  imitating 
tbe  defects  of  many  of  bis  predecessors  in  snp- 
porling  a  system  of  government,  the  tyranny  and 
injustice  ai  wbicb  arose  from  tbe  berntrity  of  the 
age  in  'which  it  was  established,  but  byretonniDg 
the  ideas  of  the  misled,  calming  the  passions  of 
the  exaaperated,  and  pointing  out  to  the  people 
geoeT^Uy  tbe  mode  of  obtaining  with  securitv, 
and  witfaoal  tbe  horrible  sacrifice  they  were  mai- 
ing,  ibe  happiness  which  the  illustration  of  the 
era  in  which  they  lived  had  induced  them  to  seek 
after,  and  which  no  rational  person  could  disap- 
prove. He  also  required  Ilnrbide  to  appoint  a 
place  at  which  ibey  coald  have  an  interview,  and 
realize  the  sincere  and  ardent  desire  he  had 
prevent  the  evils  and  misTorltmes  inseparable  ti 
stale  of  hostility,  until  snch  time  as  the  treaty 
Ibey  might  conclude,  founded  oo  the  basis  of  tbe 
plaa  puuished  in  Iguala,  ahonld  be  ratified  by  Ihe 
Kins  and  Cortes. 

What  a  blow  was  this  to  tbe  existing  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  and  to  those  that  preceded  ii 
■ince  the  year  1810 !  what  a  contrast  to  their  ' 


psLpers  of  the  Independents,  applauding  the  enter- 
^lae  of  ibeir  hero  IturMde,  confirming  his  ideas, 
i^sg  his  virtues,  and  desiring  his  friend- 


ship, as  he  does  in  the  conclasiou  of  his  letter ; 
wbtle  the  intrusive  Novella  and  his  Junia  Consul- 
tiva,  in  imitation  of  their  barbarous  predecessors, 
Vanegas  and  Calleja,  were  persecuting  with  un- 
relenting furjr,  and  almost  to  death  itself,  thoae 
that  com mnoicated  with  the  Independents,  or  in 
whose  possession  should  be  found  any  of  their 
seditious  writings;  proscribing  the  chiefs  of  the 
revolution,  and  heaping  upon  them  every  species 
of  reproach  and  ignominy  ! 

But  tbe  scene  bad  changed ;  the  star  of  liberty 
that  rose  in  our  own  country  had  happily  spread 
its  influence  in  the  more  Eastern  and  Weelem 
hemispheres,  and  displayed  to  tbe  world  the  crim- 
inal conduct  of  the  Caltgolas  and  Neroi  that  bad 
for  such  a  length  of  time  dishonored  Spain  and 
abused  human  nature. 

This  letter  of  O'Donoju,  with  another  that  he 
wrote  to  Seoor  Novella,  was  sent  by  Iturbide  to 
the  Mexican  Government,  accompanied  with  a 
proposal  for  the  suspension  .of  arms  until  such 
times  as  the  definitive  treaty  should  be  signed  in 
Cordova,  the  city  named  by  Iturbide  as  the  point 
of  conference^  Novella  would,  however,  hear 
nothing  of  the  sort,  and  the  letters  were  declared 
spurious,  notwithstanding  that  Senor  Alcocer,  a 
venerable  curate  of  this  city,  wbo  had  been  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  O'Donoju  in  Spain,  proved 
to  the  Junta  the  identity  of  the  signatureB,  by 
showing  others  that  be  had  in  his  possession; 
which  contumacy  on  the  part  of  Novella  exas- 
perated Iturbide  so  much  that  be  set  off  for  Cor- 
dova, leaving  orders  with  bis  Generals  for  tbe 
immediate  occupation  of  tbe  towns  of  Tacuba, 
Taaubaya,  Azcapuzalco,  and  Guadalupe,  neither 
of  which  was  distant  more  than  half  a  league 
fromMexico,  and  all  of  them  in  possession  of  ihe 
European  troops. 

This  was  an  unexpected  circumstance  to  No- 
vella and  the  Junta,  who  had  thq  folly  and  vanity 
to  suppose  they  could  frig^hten  the  Independent* 
from  the  execution  of  their  fdan  bv  means  of  the 
sill^  proclamations  they  almost  aaily  issued,  in 
which  they  affected  to  despise  tbelr  number,  chal- 
Imged  them  openly  to  commence  Ihe  attack,  and 
decWed  the  Generals  Luacee  and  Llano  traitors 
to  their  King  and  country  for  having  surrendered 
the  cities  of  Querelaro  and  Puebla.  Tbe  heroea 
of  Tepeaca,  Cordova,  and  Tolnca  were,  however, 
not  so  easily  scared,  and  a  column  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred men  sent  by  Colonel  Bustamente  wiinM 
Azcapuzalco  presented  to  the  inhabitants  oiMex- 
ico  tbe  sight  of  a  most  bloody  and  desperate  action 
that  took  place  between  tbem  and  an  equal  num- 
ber of  the  regiments  of  Castile  and  military  ordera 
that  composed  the  garrison  of  Azcapuzalco,  the 
result  of  which  was  at  least  six  hundred  killed 
and  wounded,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  town 
by  the  Europeans.  A  few  days  after,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  dislodge  tbe  Europeans  that  were 
stationed  in  Guadalupe,  by  means  of  cannon 
placed  on  a  neighboring  bill;  and  while  this  ope- 
ration was  carrying  od  by  a  part  of  tbe  Independ- 
ents, and  others  were  taking  possesnon  of  Tacuba 
and  Tacnbnya,  from  both  of  which  towns  the  Eu- 
ropeans had  retired,  an  aid-de<amp  arrived  with 
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ft  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Cordora,  coacluded  be- 
tween General  O'Doooju  and  Itutbide,  and  sn 
order  from  [he  former  to  Sr.  Novella,  cominaad- 
ing  him  to  obey  him  as  Captain  General  of  the 
kinsdooi,  to  cause  him  to  be  recognised  as  such 
by  the  troops,  to  cesK  all  hostilities  from  the  in- 
stant he  should  receive  the  order,  and  to  adopt 
measures  for  the  evacuation  of  the  city.  This 
peremptory  mandnte  on  one  side,  wad  near  ap- 
proach of  the  Indepeadenti  on  the  other,  placed 
Novella,  the  Junta,  and  their  European  troops  in 
an  awkward  predicam«tt;  inasmuch  as,  if  they 
obeyed  tbe  order,  they  would  be  subject  to  arrest 
and  trial  for  the  scandalous  imprisonment  of  the 
late  Viceroy;  and  if  they  refused  compliance,  to 
be  treated  as  rebels  against  tbe  King's  authority ; 
their  object,  therefore,  was  to  shelter  themselves 
from  tbe  punishment  tbey  bad  jusily  deserved  in 
the  best  manner  they  could.  And,  with  this  view, 
although  they  were  perfectly  convinced  of  the 
presence  of  O'Doooju  in  the  kingdom,  and  of  the 
reality  of  the  treaty  sigoed  in  Cordova,  they 
nevertheless  affected  to  doubnhe  truth  of  one  and 
the  other,  alleging  that  all  misbt  be  a  stratagem 
of  Iturbide;  and  on  this  fiivolus  pretext  refused 
to  evacuate  the  city.  On  the  deposition  of  the 
Ceude  del  Venadito,  tbe  Junta  Provincical  Ay- 
nntamiento,  and  other  bodies  corporate,  hesitated 
to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  Novella,  but  were 
obliged  to  do  so  eventually,  from  the  ieai  of  the 
bayonets  he  had  at  his  command. 

Now,  however,  that  they  ware  surronoded  by 
the  Independents,  and  backed  by  O'Donoju,  they 
openly  protested  against  bis  proceedings,  and,  in 
consiequeDo^  he  was  obliged  to  ask  for  an  armis- 
tice, and  conueUed  to  send  one  of  the  Junu  Con- 
s(jlii?a  to  Poebla  to  ascertain,  as  b«  said,  the  iden- 
tity of  the  Captain  General.  This  envoy,  who 
had  hitherto  been  one  of  the  most  strenuous  sup- 
porten  of  the  measuresof  Novella,  and  one  of  the 
most  active  niembers  of  the  Junta,  received  such 
a  fright  from  the  lecture  O'Donojugave  him,  that 
be  immediately  returned,  explainea  folly  to  No- 
vella all  that  had  passed,  and  forever  aftewards 
ceased  tg  meddle  in  tbe  matters  at  issue.  Novella 
was  also  inclined  to  succumb,  and  would  have  re- 
nounced his  employ,  bad  it  not  been  for  fear  of 
the  troops ;  he  having  lost  all  authority,  asd  ihey 
having  usurped  the  oommaod,  so  the  city  was  in 
the  utmost  anarchy  and  confusion,  and  dread ing 
at  every  instant  a  general  massacre  and  pillage, 
with  which  it  had  been  threatened  daily  tor  near 
a  month,  and  which  would  most  assuredly  have 
succeeded  had  it  not  been  for  tbe  pioximity  and 
number  of  the  Independent  army,  that  cut  off  all 
possibility  of  escape  for  tbe  European  troops, 
whose  idea  was  lo  commit  all  sorts  of  enormity, 
rob  what  they  could,  and  take  the  road  for  Vera 
Croz. 

Things  had  got  to  that  pass  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  confide  in  a  servant,  and  dangerous  to  do 
so  in  a  friend ;  every  thing  like  social  intercourse 
was  at  an  end ;  those  ihtt  could  with  any  sort  of 
coDvenience  ioiTe  the  city,  fled :  and  those  that 
were  obliged  to  renato,  wiight  secgrity  in  their 
houses ;  to  that,  in  this  once  populous  metro]^  . 


there  was  scarce  a  soul  to  be  seen.  Ia  this  nut 
of  things,  the  Generals  O'Donojn  and  Irartaidesi- 
rived  at  Taeubaya,  and  the  former  bad  an  iattt- 
view  with  Sr.  Novella,  in  the  cotirse  of  wbitk 
he  gave  him  to  understand  the  impEOpriety  of  hn 
conduct  in  resisting  the  legitimate  aathority  ts 
long  as  he  did,  tbe  impossibility  of  defending  ti» 
city,  and  the  certainty  of  the  massstcre  of  the  Ei- 
ropcans,  should  it  be  taken  by  assault  i  lemon- 
Etrated  with  him  respecting  the  insubordinaiiofi  ci 
the  troops,  pointed  out  to  him  the  illegality  erf  ihrir 
conduct,  and  enjoined  him  to  prevent  the  effusioi 
of  blood,  by  exercising  the  little  influence  he  hsi 
with  the  subaltero  omoers  and  soldiers,  in  the  m- 
derstanding  that  he  would  not  take  upon  him  lo 
scrutinize  their  conduct  in  the  aimt  of  the  Itu 
Viceroy,  but  leave  them  to  eieulpsLte  themielTe 
in  tbe  best  way  they  could  on  atnviag  in  Spsii. 
The  following  day  news  was  received  of  the  sar- 
render  of  the  city  of  Dnrango  and  General  Cna 
to  Qeneral  Negrete,  after  an  obstinate  renstaiKt^ 
in  the  course  of  which  many  lives  wer«  lott,  ud 
the  declaration  of  independence  in  the  western  ia- 
ternal  provinces,  und«'  the  command  of  PieU 
Marshal  AlexD  Oarcia  Qondei  so  that  if  the  id- 
dieis  of  Novella  bad  before  any  hope,  it  now  tn- 
tirely  disappeared,  and,  in  order  to  aroid  a  di»- 
gracefuicBpitulatioD,wereobliged  toaeknowkdp 
the  saprt^macy  of  General  O'Dodoju,  obey  hu 
orders  ny  evacuating  the  city,  and  utarcb  to  ifaat 
of  Tohiea,  thete  to  wait  until  it  was  convenient 
for  them  to  embark. 

To  complete  the  independence  of  the  kiagdoiB, 
there  was  now  wanting  the  declaration  of  tbe 
province  of  Merida  de  Yucatan,  which  followed 
almost  immediately  the  surrender  of  Acapnli^ 
the  castle  of  Perote,  aad  Vera  Croz  ;  the  two  kt-. 
mer  of  which  capitulated  soon  after,  and  tbe  lit- 
ter has,  without  doubt,  ere  tliis  followed  their  ei- 
amfde,  advice  having  been  received  y^tnday  by 
the  Qovemment  that  it  was  on  the  ere  of  surrta- 
dering.  The  province  of  Guatemala,  which  hu 
always  been  a  separate  Viceroynlty  from  that  af 
Mexico,  was  also  sensiUe  of  the  goieml  impobc, 
and,  desirous  of  becoming  an  int^nl  pan  of  tl» 
Mexican  empire,  has  likewise  sworn  iadependnin, 
which,  without  doubt,  will  extend  to  its  neigktn- 
ing  provinces,  Honduras,  Nieaiuna,  Costa  Rita. 
and  Versgua,  so  that  we  may  uem  this  instaai 
consider  North  America,  with  the  ezcepiioB  ef 
Canada,  as  divided  into  two  grand  and  impottui 
commonwealths,  that  may,  with  the  aid  of  ihcM 
that  are  forming  in  Sonth  Amaica,  be  able,ii 
the  course  of  time,  to  give  the  law  to  the  opposiK 
continent. 

I  am  very  far  from  believing  myadf  _ 
of  the  qualities  necessary  to  treat  with  the 
and  exactness  that  it  merits  a  sul^ecl  of  the  im- 
portance of  that  on  which  I  have  rentnred  i; 
write,  and  certainly  should  not  have  had  ike 
temerity  to  have  touched  upon  it,  had  it  not  beta 
for  the  particular  situation  m  which  I  foand  hT' 
self,  an  eye-witness  of  all  that  passed,  and  frvB 
the  conviction  I  have  ever  been  under,  thai  eaca 
individual  i*  boood  to  aoatribnte  tomndt  the 
good  of  his  cooDtry  to  the  ntmoit  of  his  nbtliiy' 
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be  it  ercM  or  hdsII.  With  ihis  view,  ihenfore, 
1  shall,  DOW  that  [  have  finished  my  nBrraiive, 
take  ibe  liberry  to  add  a  few  temarbs,  and  tu  uy, 
ia  the  &nt  place,  thai  ibe  rendmion  which  I  hare 
atiempicd  todeaeribe  is  oat  oo^ofihose  that  have 
been  aecomplithed  by  meaoE  of  unbridled  pac 
sions,  cruelty,  rancor,  or  revenge ;  but,  oa  the  con- 
trary, has,  from  it?  commencement,  been  acconi- 
panied  wilh  brocbcrly  love,  itetrioiiam,  disialerest- 
ednen,  trnth,  and  Koi>d  faiib;  so  (hat  the  more  1 
reflect  on  ita  origin  and  nrt^eM,  ibe  more  ia  my 
admiiati*n  excited,  and  the  more  am  1  tmapicd  to 
exclaim  that  America  has  produced  two  of  the 
ereatest  heroes  ibat  ever  existed — Waikingten  and 
ItwUdt.  Seeoodly,  that  the  new  Qovernment ' 
established  on  a  sure  and  solid  foundation,  tL. 
people  beis^  highly  delighted  with  it,  and  the  nub- 
ordinate  chiefs,  officers,  and  soldiers  having  one 
and  all  implicitly  followed  ibe  example  of  moder- 
ation set  them  by  tbeir  magaanimoua  leader,  who, 
to  obriaie  itrtfe,  envy,  and  emulation,  hai  ab»o- 
luiely  refuted  the  crown,  and  insisted  that  the 
Emperor  shall  come  from  Spain,  ai  he  first  pro- 
posed in  the  town  of  Igmla.  Indeed,  the  plan 
there  published  baa  been  adhered  to  with  the  most 


ide  in  it  by  the  Treaty  of  Cordova,  at  the  sus- 
gestion  of  General  O'Donoju;  and  the  empire  », 
in  consetjuence,  now  governed  by  a  reeency  of 
five  of  its  most  diatioguished  and  enlublened 
statesmen,  who  have  Reeled  Qeoeral  Iiurbide, 
President,  and  appointed  him  com mamler-in -chief 
of  the  land  and  sea  forcec,  and  by  a  convention 
of  thirty-six  of  tbe  principal  personages  in  the 
empire,  as  respects,  talents,  rank,  and  riehea.  The 
independence  is  to  be  sworn  in  this  cityon  tbeS7th 
iostanl,  and  the  Cortes  are  to  meet  on  ihe  S4ih  of 
February  next,  the  anniversary  of  the  declafktioa 
in  Iguala.  In  the  mean  time,  tbc  convention  will 
be  em)doyed  in  enacting  ibe  most  salutary  daorees ; 
and  anuDg  those  already  passed  is  one  declaring 
the  commerce  of  this  empire  free  to  all  nations; 
another,  doing  away  all  the  arbitrary  taxes,  impo- 
sitions, and  excises  imposed  by  the  former  Qov- 
ernment;  a  third,  reducing  the  duties  from  aixieen 
to  six  per  cent.;  a  fourth,  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  miners,  relinquishing  to  them  the  quota  of 
siWer  formerly  naid  to  the  King,  with  other  impost* 
that  amounted  to  seveoteen  per  ceiiL :  so  thai 
tamay  poor  minerals  that  could  not  be  worked  be- 
fore, can  now  be  used  lo  advanian  ;  and  a  fifth, 
recognising  and  making  the  new  Government  re- 
sponsible for  the  debt  conlracled  by  the  old  one, 
of  thiny-six  millbon  of  dollars. 

That  there  is  a  strong  bias  in  the  minds  of  the 
peopte  of  this  country  in  favor  of  the  Government 
apd  citizens  of  Ihe  United  Slates  in  preference  to 
all  other  nations,  is  bevond  a  doubt ;  and  tbat  the 
convention,  of  which  fotir-fifths  are  native  Amer- 
icans, and  the  Regency,  which  is  composed  en- 
tirely of  them,  are  actuated  with  the  same  senti- 
ments, is  also  certain.  On  this  subject  I  have  had 
various  conferences  with  the  leading  members  of 
the  Admintstration,  whose  mntimenis  wilt  be  fully 
explained  to  yon  sborlly  by  Don  Juan  Manuel  de 
Ellizalda,  the  Minisier  Plenipotentiary  that  is  al- 
ntbCoK.  1st  SE8B.— 67 


ready  named,  and  n 


a  Wash- 


and  acknowledged  as  the  represeniaiire  of  a  free 
and  independent  nation ;  the  Mexican  empire  be- 
ing so  at  this  lime  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in 
the  first  place,  by  the  unanimous  wish  and  con- 
seat,  power  and  authority,  of  its  inhabiiants ;  and, 
secondly,  by  the  treaty  signed  at  Cordova,  betwem' 
the  Generals  O'Donoju  and  Iturbide,  the  d      '  ' 


Treatia  amdadtd  t»  Ikt  city  of  Oordota,  on  tlu  34tt 
tftttani,  beltDOu  Ibt  Senon  H.  Juan  0'Doitcjii,Lieit- 
Unant  Gmtral  of  On  armU*  of  Spaiti,  and  D.  Ai^ 
gattia  de  Iturbtdt,  FKrtt  Ckuf  of  tAe  Imptrlat 
Mtxieaa  Army  of  the  Tlate  Guartuitiet. 
The  indepeadence  of  New  upon  Old  Bpno  hf- 
log  declared,  and  it  having  aa  army  capabta  of 
tuppoTiing  this  deelaiMioB,^tbe  piovineea  of  the 
Kingdom  being  subdued  by  it,  the  capital^  whew 
the  Mgitimate  authority  had  been  deposited,  besag 
beaie^d,  and  when  there  only  remained  for  the 
European  Government  tbe  fortresses  of  Vara  Cms 
and  Acapulco,  dismantled  and  without  the  meau 
of  resisting  a.  siege  well  directed  and  which  wooU 
last  some  time,Lieutenam  Ijieneral  D.Juan  0'D<»- 
oju  arrived  at  the  first  port  with  the  character  an4 
authority  of  Captain  General  and  superior  polit- 
cal  chief  of  this  Kingdom,  appointed  by  Hi* 
Catholic  Majesty,  wbo,  being  desiroas  of  avoiding 
the  evils  which  afflict  the  people  in  vicissitudes  ot 
this  son,  and  trying  to  conciliate  the  interests  of 
both  Spains,  invited  the  first  chief  of  the  imperial 
army,  D.  Augustin  de  Iturbide,  to  aa  interview, 
in  which  they  might  discuss  tlie  great  business  of 
the  independence,  by  loosening  without  bMakiog 
the  chains  which  united  the  two  oootineDts.  The 
interview  took  place  in  the  city  of  Cordova,  on 
the  24th  of  August,  1821 ;  and  the  firai  wiib  the 
aathority  of  his  character,  aad  the  latter  with  that 
of  the  Mexican  empire,  auei  having  conferred  at 
length  on  wbat  was  most  proper  for  both  nationa, 
considering  the  present  situation  and  the  last  oe- 
cnrrenoes,  agreed  upon  tbe  followiag  articlea. 
which  they  sigued  bv  duplicates,  to  ^tve  them  all 
the  force  of  whioh  documents  of  this  sort  afe  t^ 
jMtblb  each  one  keeping  an  original  in  his  posaea 
sion  tor  the  greater  security  and  validity : 

1.  This  America  shall  be  recognised  as  a  sonr* 
eign  and  independent  nation,  and  shall  in  fntaia 
be  called  the  Mexican  Empire. 

2.  The  Government  of  the  empire  shall  be  a 
""''""""""".al  limited  monarchy. 

shall  be  named,  to  reign  in  the  Mexi- 
,  (after  the  oath  which  the  fourth  arti- 
cle of  tbe  plan  points  out.)  in  the  first  place,  the 
Benor    D.   FertTinand  VIL,  Catholic    King  of 
ain,  and,  upon  his  renunciation  or  non-admi»> 
n,  bis  brother,  the  Most  Serene  Senor  Infant 
Carlos;  upon  his  renunciation  or  non-admis- 
•.un,  the  Most  Serene  Senor  Infant  D.  Prancisoti 
de  Paula;  upon  his  renunciation  or  non-adnis- 
siob,  the  Most  Serene  Senor  D.  Carloa  Luis,  la- 
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faDt  of  Spain,  formerly  heir  of  Etraria,  now  of 
Lucca ;  and  upon  his  reDUDciation  or  uan-adinis- 
■ioD,  he  whoDi  the  Cortes  of  the  empire  shall 
designale. 

4.  The  Emperor  shall  fix  his  Court  in  Mexico, 
which  shall  be  the  capilal  af  the  empire. 

5.  Two  comraissiaDers  shall  be  appointed  bf  fais 
EicelleDcy  General  O'DoDoju,  who  shall  go  to 
the  Court  of  Spain  lo  place  in  the  royal  hands  of 
Senor  D.  Ferdinand  VII.  a  copy  of  this  treaty, 
and  the  exposition  which  Eholl  accompany  it,  for 
the  service  of  Hi»  Majesty  first,  while  the  Cotiea 
of  the  empire  offer  him  the  crown,  with  all  the 
formalities  and  guarantees  which  a  business  of  so 
much  importance  demands;  and  entreat  His  Ma- 
jesty that,  JD  the  caseof  the  third  article,  he  deign 
to  notify  their  Serene  Hig[hnesces  the  Infants, 
moilioned  in  same  article,  in  the  order  in  which 
ihey  are  named  ;  interposing  his  benign  influence 
thai  one  of  those  personages  designated  from  his 
august  hoDM  may  come  to  this  empire,  inasmuch 
as  the  prosperity  of  both  nations  is  concerned  in 
it;  and  for  the  satisfaction  which  the  Mexicans 
will  receive  in  adding  this  to  the  other  bonds  of 
friendahij)  with  which  Spaniards  can  and  desire 
to  be  nniied. 

6.  There  shall  be  immediately  appointed,  ■>.- 
cording  to  the  spirit  of  the  plan  of  Iguala,  a  Junta 
composed  of  the  Brst  men  of  the  empire  for  their 
Tirines,  foe  their  stations,  for  their  fortunes,  au- 
thority, and  judgment,  of  those  who  are  desig- 
nated by  the  general  opinion,  the  number  of  whom 
may  be  very  considerable,  that  the  union  of  lights 
may  insure  the  success  of  iheir  determinations, 
which  are  emanations  of  the  authority  and  pow- 
ers which  the  followiDg  articles  gnat  them. 

7.  The  Junta,  of  which  the  follDwing  article 
treats,  shall  be  named  the  Provisional  Junta  of 
Oovernment. 

S.  Lieutenant  General  D.  Juan  O'Donoju  shall 
be  one  of  the  Provisional  Junta  of  Government, 
in  consideration  of  the  convenience  of  a  person  of 
bis  rank  taking  an  active  and  immediate  part  it 
the  Government,  and  from  its  being  indispensabli 
to  admit  some  of  those  who  were  designated  ii 
the  said  plan,  in  conformity  with  its  very  spirit. 

9.  The  ProTisional  Junta  of  Government  shall 
have  a  President  appointed  by  itself,  and  whose 
election  shall  take  place  in  one  of  ■•- 


at  the  first  voting,  they  shall  proceed  to  a  second 
scrutiny,  beginning  with  the  two  who  may  have 
together  most  votes. 

10.  The  flrst  step  of  the  Provisional  Junta  of 
Government  idiall  be.  to  publish  its  installation, 
and  the  motives  which  unite  it,  with  the  explana- 
tions which  it  may  consider  proper,  to  illustrate  to 
the  people  their  interests,  and  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceedmg  in  the  election  of  deputies  to  the  Cortes, 
of  which  mention  shall  be  made  hereafter. 

11.  The  Provisional  Junta  of  Government  shall 
appoint,  after  the  election  of  its  President,  a  Re- 
gency, composed  of  three  persons,  either  of  its  own 
memoers  oi  otherwise,  in  which  shall  be  vested 


the  name  of  the  monarch,  until  he  shalf  tali«  the 
ECeptre  of  the  empire. 

12.  The  Provisional  Junta,  being  installed,  shiU 
ivern  provisionally  according  to  the  existisj 

laws,  in  every  thing  not  opposed  to  the  pltn  of 
Iguala,  and  uniii  the  Cortes  form  the  constiuiiioii 
the  State. 

13.  The  Regency,  immediately  after  btiog  ap- 
pointed, shall  proceed  to  the  convocatioa  uf  (he 


lional  Junta  of  Gh>*emmeDt  may  deiermioe,  ia 
conformity  to  the  spirit  of  the  twenty-fourtb  ir- 
licle  of  the  said  plan. 

14.  The  executive  power  ii>  vested  in  (be  S<- 

Sency,  the  legislative  in  the  Cortes;  butssilhii 
appened  for  some  time  before  that  tbev  were 
-  ited,  that  both  may  not  again  fall  uodei  ase 
itbority,  the  Jjota  snail  exercise  the  lep^laiiie 
,  wer,  first  in  the  cases  which  may  occur,  aid 
which  cannot  await  the  meeting  of  tbe  Curin: 
nd  then  shall  proceed  in  accordance  with  ibe  R^ 
gency:  secondly,  lo  serve  as  an  auxiliary  iDd 
con»ultive  body  to  the  Regency  in  its  deierniiai- 

15.  Every  person  who  belongs  to  a  societf,  ihe 
system  of  governmeot  being  changed,  ot  tbe  couo- 
iry  passing  into  the  power  of  another  p^ince,I^ 
mains  in  the  state  of  natural  liberty  to  incspori 
himself,  with  his  fortune,  to  what  place  he  plei«, 
without  there  being  any  right  to  deprive  bimot 
this  liberty,  (unles.*  he  snail  have coolracied  tome 
debt  with  the  society  to  which  he  belonged,  b; 
crime,  or  in  other  ways  known  to  publicist,]  in 
this  case  Europeans  are  admitted  into  NewSpiin, 
and  the  Americans  resident  in  the  Peninsula;  aa- 
sequently,  they  shall  be  free  to  remain,  adojriing 
this  or  that  country ;  or  to  demand  theii  passports. 
which  cannot  be  refused  to  them,  for  rerDO'ia; 
from  the  realm  in  tbe  time  prefixed,  briti^iDg  oi 
carrying  with  them  their  families  and  efi'ecii,  but 
satiKfying,  at  the  departure  of  the  last,  tbe  estib- 
liahed  duties  of  exportation,  or  which  may  hetnf- 
ter  be  established  by  competent  authority. 

16.  The  former  alternative  shall  not  have  pIter 
with  respect  to  public  officers  or  military  mn 
who  are  notoriously  disafii^ted  to  theindepeDdnct 
of  Mexico;  but  these  shall  of  necessity  quitihli 
empire  within  the  term  which  the  Regency  mif 
prescribe,  carrying  away  their  property,  »i 
paying  the  duties  mentioned  in  the  precedi^ 

17.  The  occupation  of  the  capital  by  the  tnwF* 
of  tbe  Peninsula  being  an  obstacle  to  ine  realini^ 
of  this  treaty,  it  becomes  indispensable  to  orei- 
come  it;  but,  as  the  first  chief  uf  the  impeiiil 
army,  uniting  his  sentiments  to  those  of  the  Mei- 
ican  nation,  is  desirous  not  to  take  it  by  force,  be 
cause  there  are  abundant  resources,  noiwithitan^ 
log  ihevalorandconslancy  of  Ihesaid  Peainsultr 
troops,  for  the  want  of  means  and  ability  (o sup- 
port themselves  against  the  system  adopted  by  ib' 
whole  nation,  Don  Juan  O'Donoju  offer^i  to  iM 
his  authority  that  the  said  troops  may  coiuplne 
their  departure  without  the  efiuaiOD  of  blo«t,  iul 
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by  an  honorable  capiluIaiioD. — City  of  Cordova, 
34th  of  AaeuRt,  1821. 

AUGUSTIN  DE  ITURBIDE. 
JUAN  O'DONOJU. 
A  faithAil  copy  of  tbe  original : 

JOSE  DOMINGUEZ. 
A  failbful  copy  of  the  original  which  remains 
kD  this  cammaiidaDcy  geDerai; 

JOSE  J.  DE  HERRERA, 
THOMAS  ILLANEZ. 

DtCTtfi  of-  Iht  Sigmey  of  Mexico. 

The  Regency  of  the  Empire  has  been  pleased  to 
address  lo  me  ihe  followtng  decree : 

The  Regency  of  the  Empire,  prorisional  Got- 
eroor  in  ateence  of  tbe  Emperor,  to  all  who  shall 
see  or  hear  ibete  presents:  Know  ye,  that  the  Sot- 
ereign  Junta  of  ProTiaional  GoTernmenl  has  de- 
creed as  follows: 

"  In  consequence  of  the  desire  eipressed  in  tbe 
official  letter  of  the  23d  o(  October  last,  by  his 
Excellency  D.  Auciutin  de  Iturbide,  that  this  Sor- 
ereign  Junta  woDld  be  pleased  to  determine  the 
powers  and  duties  belonging  to  htm  as  Admiral 
GeneratiMimo,  for  tbe  laudable  purpose  of  not  ex- 
ceeding in  theformer,  nor  coiniog short  in  the  lat- 
ter, His  Majesty  has  thonght  m  to  declare  that  the 
prerogatives,  powers,  and  honors,  designated  in  the 
fifteen  following  articles,  belong  exclnsirely  to  him. 

Ahticij  1.  He  shall  have  command  of  the 
forces  by  sea  and  land,  comprehending  in  bis  gor- 
ernment  tbe  economical  and  admiaistrative,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws;  consequently,  all  proposiiioDs 
of  office,  in  both  branches,  shall  pass  ihrougb  his 
band,  of  officers  aod  chiefs,  from  t  nose  of  brigadier, 
inelusiTe,  downwards,  in  the  land  army,  and  the 
equivalents  in  tbe  olber  brancbe-t.  He  shall  pro- 
pose also  for  the  governments  of  garrisons,  com- 
manders of  provinces,  captains  general,  and  sbalt 
coantersiga  the  despatches  of  afl  these  offices,  re- 
ceiTing  them  from  the  Emperor,  and  passing  them 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  their  progreas. 

Abt.  2.  He  Shalt  direct  the  instrnciion  of  mili- 
tary colleges,  and  of  corps  of  all  the  armories  of 
the  army  and  mariae. 

Art.  3.  Tbe  inspection  of  the  manufactures  of 
gunpowder,  arms,  munitions,  and  clothing,  shall 
be  his  prorince,  with  etrery  thing  else  which  re- 
lates to  those  branches.  Also,  he  shall  have  charge 
of  all  that  relates  lo  arsenals,  artillerists,  manu- 
faciures,  Ac.  belonging  to  the  marine. 

Art.  4.  He  shall  watch  over  the  disbursement 
of  tbe  military  treasury  for  sea  and  land,  and  the 
jUBt  distribution  of  the  funds  destined  for  those 
bmnches. 

Art.  5.  He  shall  attend  to  the  distribution  and 
movements  of  the  land  aod  sea  forces,  according  to 
the  ordera  of  the  Emperor  which  be  may  receive 
Tor  that  purpose. 

Art.  6.  He  shall  be  the  protector  of  commerce, 
navigation,  police^  and  the  works  of  tbe  ports,  as 
vr«l)  aa  of  the  forbficalions  of  the  fortresses  of  the 
empire,  with  the  powers  of  admiral. 

Art.  7.  He  shall  grant  paaiporta  and  licenses 


for  navigation,  according  lo  tbe  orders  of  the  Em- 
pCTor. 

Aft.  8.  The  Secretarj'  of  Despatch  of  War 
and  Marine,  and  that  of  the  Treasury,  in  what 
concerns  those  branches,  shall  send  to  uim  for  bis 
information  the  imperial  orders  which  have  been 
smi  by  the  ministers  relative  to  them. 

Abt.  9.  Preserving  the  itat  major  of  tbe  army, 
under  the  plan  which  is  Bpprov«i,  according  to 
tbe  proposiiioQ  of  the  geoeralissmo  bimsell,  he 
shall  name  two  generals,  who,  as  chiefs  of  it,  may 
communicate  the  ordera  which  they  give)  aod 
may  also  pursue,  in  their  name,  the  correspond- 
ence with  the  Secretaries  of  State,  for  facilitating 
tbe  expedition  of  bui^iness. 

Abt.  10.  When  the  (tat  major  of  marine  is 
formed^  he  shall  appoint  ooe  of  the  generals  men- 
tioned in  the  former  article,  or  shall  appoint  a  third, 
if  the  multiplicity  of  business  require  it,  for  Ihe 
discharge  of  the  duties,  and  attaining  the  ends 
mentioned. 

Art.  11.  He  shall  have  tbe  title  of  Hu/hmeu; 
but,  in  official  letters  which  may  be  addr^sed  to 
him,  the  aforesaid  signature  shall  be  omitted,  to 
preserve  this  .distinction  for  the  Regency. 

Abt.  12.  His  guard  shall  be  composed  of  two 
companiesof  infantry,  with  a  banner,  which  shall 
present  arms  and  beat  a  march.  This  guards  ha  11 
only  dohonorsto  the  persons  of  the  imperial  family. 

Abt.  13.  When  he  goes  out,  there  shall  go  be- 
fore four  body  guards,  and  behind  an  escort  of 
twenty  men,  commsnaed  by  their  officer. 

Art.  14.  In  the  court  and  residence  of  the 
Emperor,  tbe  posts  of  tbe  place  shall  do  bim  cor- 
respondent hoDors. 

Abt.  15.  On  his  entrance  into,  and  departure 
from,  the  fortresses,  and  garrisons,  tbe  troops  shall 
be  drawn  up,  and  tbe  artillery  shall  salute-him 
with  twenty-one  guns,  he  having  in  every  thing, 
by  sea  and  land,  supreme  military  honors. 

The  Regency  shall  take  the  charge  of  disposing 
its  execution;  and  that  it  be  printed,  published, 
and  circulated. 

Mexico,  14ih  November,  1821,  (6rst  of  the  in- 
dependence of  this  empire.) 

J.  M.  G.  Y  ALCOZER,  Prewdm*. 
A.  DE  GAMAY  Y  CORDOVA, 
JOSE  R.  SUAREZ  PEREDA, 
J.  M.  E.  Y  VALDIOIELSO, 


To  the  Reqehct  ofVuEm.pin. 

Therefore,  we  commanil  all  tribunals,  justices, 
chiefs,  governors,  and  other  nuihorities,  as  welt 
civil  as  military  and  ecclesiastic,  of  whatever  class 
and  dignity,  that  they  keep,  and  cause  to  be  kept, 
fulfilled,  and  executed,  the  present  decree,  in  all 
its  parts.    Ye  shall  attend  to  its  execution,  and 

firovide  for  its  being  printed,  publii^bed,  and  circu- 
aled.— In  Mexico,  the  14ih  of  November,  1821. 
AUG.  DE  ITURBIDE,  Pm. 
M.  DE  LA  BARCENA, 
I81DR0  YANBZ, 
M.  VELASftUEZ  DE  LEON, 
ANTONIO,  Bi»kop  of  PuiHa. 
A.  D.  JOSE  DOMINGUEZ. 
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Bjr  order  of  the  Regency  of  the  Empire,  I  com- 
manicate  this  lo  you  for  jrour  iDformalion. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  DOMINGUEZ. 
Mexico,  Novmber  15, 1621. 


Muii/tito  oj  tht  Pneitional  Board  ^ 
&»  PtopU  of  At  Bmpirt. 

After  ifae  long  night  of  three  ages  in  which 
America  hu  lain  plunged  in  darkness,  the  aurora 
of  her  felicity  ai  last  burst  forth ;  that  day  dawned 
for  which  she  had  rigfaed,  and  which  she  desires 
may  be  perpetual.  This  consummation  would 
neTcr  have  been  obtained  if  it  had  not  been  found- 
ed in  justice,  or  if  justice  herself  were  not  lo  be 
the  base  of  the  Qorernment  which  is  to  con^li- 
date  it  But  the  Junta  has  the  satisfaction  to  an- 
Doanee  that  both  consideration  a  are  combined  in 
the  emancipation  which  we  have  accomplished. 

Nature  has  marked  out  the  territories  of  nations 
by  rivers,  mountains,  and  other  boundaries,  which 
establish  their  limits.  How  many  Stales  are  di- 
vided by  the  Po  and  the  Rhine,  as  the  Alps  and 
the  Pyrenees  diride  France  from  Italy  and  from 
Spain.  From  this  last,  immense  seas  and  a  vast 
distance  divide  America — distaneex  which  not  onir 
make  thetn  difijerent  as  kingdoms,  but  establish 
them  as  belonging  to  iwo  different  worlds.  Policy 
must  necessarily  conform  to  the  order  of  nature ;  and 
as  itwonld  be  monstroua  to  put  in  the  same  space 
the  contrarjr  elements  of  fire  and  water,  it  is  equally 
so  lo  unite  in  one  province  people  who  are  distinct 
and  distant,  especially  if  that  difference  and  dis- 
tance extend  to  the  extremity  of  the  two  worlds. 
Since,  then,  it  embraces  ail  the  contrarieties  which 
climate  can  originate,  two  vast  globes  and  oppo- 
site movements  cannot  revolve  without  embarrass 
ment  upon  one  axis,  but  each  requires  its  own. 
In  the  same  manner,  two  empires  of  distinct  and 
opposite  qualities  require  two  Gcovernmenls,  with- 
out being  susceptible  of  being  united  in  one,  which 
is  never  sufficient  to  govern  ooih  well. 

If  occasionally,  the  order  of  nature  is  violated, 
in  departing  from  the  boundaries  she  Gxes,  it  must 
happen,  as  with  fire  enclosed  in  the  mines,  that  an 
ezpfosion  will  finally  take  place.  The  two  Spaios, 
Old  and  New,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  Castile 
and  Mexico,  which  have  hitherto  botne  those 
names,  belong  to  distinct  regions  of  the  earth,  to 
different  portions  of  the  globe,  to  opposite  zones  of 
the  sphere — differences  which  at  once  evince  the 
juiticeof  their  separation.  Ifihev  have  been  united, 
as  Esav  and  Jacob  in  the  womb  of  Rebecca,  and 
have  long  remained  eo,  this  alone,  giving  to  Iha 
latter  her  growth,  has  rendered  it  necessary  that 
they  should  separate,  as  these  twins  did,  first  ia 
the  matenial  besom,  and  afterwards  in  their  de- 
scendants. 

The  growth  of  nations  coostiiutes,  soccessively, 
their  youth  and  viriliiy^^ges  which  demand  their 
teparaiioD.  It  ia  very  nalurel  that  when  a  nation 
has  arrived  at  these  ages,  she  should  refuse  to  de- 
pend npoq  one  whose  asaidaoc^  the  no  longer 
needs,  in  order  to  act  for  herself.  If  even  among 
brutes,  the  teats  of  the  dan  am  forsaken  by  the 


offspring,  which  has  now  become  capable  of  receiv- 
ing other  aliment  than  milk;  if  the  chick  \rho«e 
wings  have  srown  flies  alone,  and  no  Iod^i  lof- 
fers  Itself  to  oe  conducted  by  the  bird  whicb  fot- 
merly  transported  it ;  if  the  pubescent  virgin  cai- 
seots  to  the  nuptials  which  compel  her  to  ibaodoD 
the  paternal  dwelling,  ia  order  to  form  a  aev 
family ;  is  it  not  just  that  America,  haring  ic- 
quired  the  strength  which  justifies  it,  thouUenun- 
cipate  herself} 

It  has  been  long  since  she  arrived  at  her  fonih; 
but  it  has  also  been  long  since  assent  was  lefuitd 
to  her  emancipation  ;  for,  before  that  was  acccm- 
plished,shehad  attained  the  age  of  virility,  which 
juitifies  it  stilL  more.  Tlic  qualifications  wkidi 
demonstrate  that  age  are  to  be  found  in  her,  both 
the  moral  onesofrefiaement  and  iQiellifciice,ud 
the  physioal  ones  of  arms  asd  popnUtion.  Tht 
increase  of  their  familieB  alone  prercBted  Abnbia 
and  Lot  from  dwelling  in  commoD,  and  thcf  took 
different  routes  in  order  to  live  separate. 

Why,  then,  deny  to  America  the  jostice  wbieli 
may  assist  her  in  eraanciMting  herself,  supposiig 
this  to  be  her  situation  and  circumstances  1  Mini 
she  not  listen  to  tbe  voice  of  nature,  whieli  sped) 
to  her  even  through  her  iniensitde  organil  Mar 
she  not  burst,  like  the  plant,  the  tegiiiaeDlt  whin 
covered  her  when  young  1  Must  sCe  be  forever  in 
pupilage,  though  at  the  age  of  puberty?  aadaran 
she  remain  a  childof  the  family  even  whaMieit 
both  able  and  willing  10  shake  off  the  paterail  »• 
thoriiy  }  Bat  even  tliis  is  not  all :  nature  uUt  hti 
still  tnore,  especially  through  the  organ  of  nun. 

Whenever  the  bird  can  force  the  door  of  iti  t^p, 
or  any  other  animal  break  the  ligaments  vhick 
confine  it,  ihey  do  not  hesitate  a  moment  in  dw>g 
so,  for  reason  teaches  them  to  seek  their  an 
happinets.  This  is  what  justifies  still  moic  tk 
indepeDdence  of  America.  She  has  be«i  aUe 
to  burst  her  fetters  in  otiei  to  acquire  her  lib. 
erty,  aad  to  escape  from  the  yoke  which  inqic- 
ded  her  prosperity,  and  placed  her  labor,  indoiUTt 
commerce,  and  all  her  movemenl&  within  suca 
bounds  and  restraints  as  tnigbt  enfeeble  thea,  ia 
order  to  make  preponderant  the  impntance  of  ike 
mother  country,  or  rather  in  order  that  the  ask 
and  abroluie  power  might  be  vested  in  the  laltv. 
Between  the  power  and  perfiuamnce  in  this  aw, 
and  with  respect  to  such  high,  and  intcceetiag  ob- 

{'ects  ai  are  dictated  by  nature  and  demooatratcd 
ly  reason,  there  ought  to  be  no  apace  wbalever, 
for  tbey'immedialely  touch  each  other. 

The  Provisional  Boaid  of  Qoverankent,  ioUsM 
for  these  pnrposea,  in  consequence  of  their  attsin- 
meat  ana  the  occupation  of  the  eapital,  has  lO 
other  view  than  them.  It  has  been  anembled  ia 
order  to  found,  perfect,  and  perpetuate  them.  The 
fundamental  pnnoiples  of  government  whiclitbey 
have  adopted  af^jertain  to  the  first;  tbe  mods  of 
procedure  upon  which  they  have  resolved  (o  the 
second;  the  ties  and  ligaments  which  they  bar* 
proposed  to  thenuelves  to  the  third;  and  they  ex- 
pose it  all  to  the  people,  in  order  that  ^^  ""J 
judge  of  the  sincerity  and  propriety  of  thai  initn- 
tions  and  condoot. 

The  foundationa  should  corDnpnnd  to  the  edi- 
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fice,  and  ate  wbat  give  it  iii  principal  strength. 
Tile  principles  of  goTernmeni  which  have  been 
adopted  eoDfomiabTf  lo  the  plan  of  Ignala  and 
the  tremtf  of  CordoTa  are  those  reeeired  by  the 
most  illustrioue  naliona.  A  represeDtaiiTe  in  pre- 
fereaee  to  aa  absolute  goTemment,  a  limited  mon- 
archy, and  a  coDstitutioDBl  system  with  which  we 
are  already  acqoaiDted,  are  the  fandameDtal  max- 
ima the  angular  stone  of  our  edifice.  There  is 
nothtog  to  ai^veheod  from  the  ideas  opposed  to 
these,  nor  from  those  which  will  not  bear  the 
light  of  day.  Those  which  animate  m  are  parely 
liberal.  Until  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes,  the 
Spanish  coDstiiation  and  laws  will  be  observed, 
so  far  as  tbey  are  not  inapplicable  lo  the  peculur 
situation  of  the  country. 

The  plan  of  operations  or  mode  of  proceeding 
of  the  Junta  has  been  to  appoint  a  Regency  to 
exercise  the  executire  power,  reserring  to  itself 
th«  legislative  ]KiweT  for  suefa  purposes  as  cannol 
be  delaTed  until  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes,  Co 
'Whom  tnis  branch  of  the  Government  appertains. 
Had  tbe  Jaata  assumed  this  power  io  its  whole 
«xietit,  it  would  have  usurped  it  from  the  people; 
but  if  it  were  not  to  exercise  it  provisionally  in 
«Bses  of  urgency,  the  Governineni  would  remain 
defective ;  the  necessities  of  the  moment  conld  not 
be  imivided  for,  nor  the  thousand  junctures  which 
may  present  themselves  be  met. 

To  obviate  both  the  one  and  tbe  other,  ihey 
have  already  prescribed  to  themselves  a  rule  not 
to  sanction  any  thing,  even  provisionally,  unleis 
its  nature  is  such  that  it  will  not  admit  of  being 
dekfed  until  the  tneeling  of  the  Cortes,  to  whom 
every  tiling  else  is  referred.  The  wisdom  of  their 
measares,  which  involves  the  perfection  of  the 
liberty  and  happiness  of  the  pewle,  depends  npon 
the  choice  which  they  may  make  of  proper  rep- 
resentatives. The  province  of  this  board  is  to 
inform  them  on  the  subject,  in  order  that,  all 
passions  being  laid  aside,  and  intrigue  and  parly 
spirit  banished,  ihey  may  have  no  other  end  in 
view  than  the  welfare  oi  tbe  couQtry.  For  this 
die  Junta  is  now  laboring,  and  to  tahe  such  tneas- 
ores  that  the  Congress  may  be  assembled  in  as 
short  titiK  as  ponible. 

la  the  mean  time,  the  public  debt,  so  called,  has 
been  acknowledged,  and  ordered  to  be  paid  as 
soon  as  a&ini  are  in  a  condition  to  do  so;  at  The 
same  time,  a  stop  has  been  put  to  the  arbitrary 
oontributioDS  with  which  the  inhabitants  were 
oppressed  without  any  advantage  lo  the  treasury. 
The  first  fact  is  announced  for  the  satisfaction  of 
the  creditors,  the  second  for  that  of  the  pnblie,  and 
both  as  an  evidence  of  the  proeeedinffs  of  the 
Oorerarnent.  Would  it  were  possible  for  the  lat- 
ter to  pay  another  debt  mucn  greater,  and  of 
s  superior  kind,  of  which  it  confesses  itself  a 
debtor.  Such  is  that  of  the  deserving  army, 
which,  animated  by  the  purest  patriotism,  and 
braving  dangen  and  difficulties  at  the  expense  of 
inexpressible  sacrifices,  have  consnmmated  the 
arduous  nndertakiDg  which  Heaven  was  pleased 
to  protect  and  crown  with  success.  But  itiere  is 
no  tongue  lo  express  what  it  deserves,  no  hand  to 
-e  its  services.     Who  is  there  competent 


relate  what  all  and  each  of  its  indlvidaals  hare 
performed — the  actions  which  have  signalized 
many  of  the  soldiers  and  cbtefs,  especially  the 
first,  who  animated  the  rest?  What  reward  can 
we  give  themj  or  what  can  recompense  their  bene- 
efitsT  as  Tobias  the  yonth  demanded  of  his  father, 
sneaking  of  bis  benefactor.  We  have  bo  other 
CDOLce,  inasmuch  as  reward  is  impossible,  but  to 
inanifest  to  them  onr  eratitude;  lo  which  end 
many  steps  have  been  taken,  and  others  will  con- 
tinue to  be  taken. 

Finally,  the  bonds  which  the  Junta  has  pro- 
posed  to  Itself,  in  order  to  imiure  and  prolong  our 
independence,  are,  besides  ttie  union  of  the  innabi- 
tants  of  the  empire,  which  constitntes  one  of  the 
guarantees,  an  alliance,  federation,  and  commerce 
with  other  nations.  Tne  Spanish  nation,  to  whom 
we  owe  our  origin,  and  to  whom  we  are  attached 
by  the  closest  ties,  ought  to  be  the  first  and  most 
privileged  in  out  consideration.  We  do  not  con- 
tent ourselves  with  the  tuere  family  connexion 
which  results  from  calling  one  of  their  princes  of 
the  royal  blood  to  out  empire.  We  aspire  to 
more;  We  desire  to  unite  ourselves  in  a  fraternity 
which  mar  turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole 
nation,  ana  let  it  know  that  our  political  indepen- 
dence, lo  whteb  we  have  been  compelled  by  the 
causes  set  forth,  does  not  loosen  the  oonds  which 
unite  us,  nor  cool  our  affections,  which  ought  to 
be  the  more  sincere,  in  order  to  destroy  all  resent- 
ment. 

We  desire,  then,  that  our  fVatemity  may  be 
made  known  to  the  whole  world;  that  European 
Spaniards,  in  virtue  of  that  title  alone,  may  domi- 
ciliate themselves  in  onr  country,  subjecting  them- 
selves to  its  laws,  and  under  the  infection  of  our 
Government ;  that  our  ports  may  be  opened  to 
thera  for  the  purposes  oi  trade  in  such  a  manner 
as  may  be  arranged  by  onr  laws,  and  that  a  pre- 
ference may  be  given  to  them  as  far  as  possible 
above  other  nations ;  that  tbere  may  be  established 
between  them  and  us,  if  praclicaMeand  agreeable 
to  them,  a  good  reciprocal  understanding,  regu- 
lated by  definitive  treaties;  and  that  in  every 
thing  there  may  appear  the  most  cordial  amity. 
With  regard  to  foreign  nations,  we  shall  preserve 
barmonv  with  ail,  commercial  relationsand  others, 
as  may  oe  eipedienL 

The  Junta  congratulates  itself  that  the  people 
of  the  Empire  will  perceive,  in  what  has  been  ' 
set  forth,  at  least  their  wishes  for  a  successful  re- 
sult, which  they  expect  ffom  the  patriotism  and 
intelligence  of  the  inhabitants,  who  may  suggest 
to  it  whatever  thev  deem  conducive  to  a  better 
goveromeut,  whicn  the  Junta  will  hold  in  due 
consideration. 

ANTONIO,  Bishop  or  Pitebla, 

J.  J.  E.  DE  LOS  MONTEROS, 
J.  R.  SUAREZ  PEREDA. 
Mexico,  Oa.  13, 18S1. 

To  tA«  Smatt  6/  the  UtniUd  StaUt : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  agreeably  lo  their  reso- 
lution of  yesterday,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
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SUie,  with  coities  of  ibe  ptpera  requested  by  that 
KwlutioD,  ID  relation  to  the  recoKnition  of  the 
South  AuericaD  proiincn. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washihotoh,  Jpril  26, 1822. 

DsPABTMEHT  or  State,  April  25,  1823. 
The  Secretary  of  Stale,  lo  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred a  rewluiioD  of  the  Senate  of  this  day,  re- 
queating  the  Presideot  to  communicBle  lo  the 
Setiate  any  iDformation  he  may  bare,  proper  to 
be  disclosed,  from  our  Mioisler  at  Madrid,  or  from 
the  Spanish  Minister  resident  in  this  country,  con- 
cerning  the  views  of  Spain  relative  to  the  reeog' 
nitioD  of  the  independence  of  the  South  American 
colonies,  and  of  ihediciamenof  the  Spanish  Cories, 
bas  the  honor  to  submit  lo  the  President  copies  of 
the  papers  particularly  referred  to. 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Dm  Joaqum  <k  Andvaga  to  the  Scentari/  of  Staii. 
Wasbinoton,  MarcA  9,  1822. 

Sib  :  In  the  National  Intelligencer  of  ibis  day, 
I  have  seen  the  Me&iage  sent  by  tha  President  Co 
the  HouM  of  RepresentaiiveB,  in  which  he  proposes 
the  recognition  by  the  United  States  of  the  inuir- 
gent  Governments  of  Spanish  America.  How 
great  my  surprise  wan,  may  be  easily  judged  by 
any  one  acquainted'wiih  the  conduct  of  Spain  tO' 
wards  this  Republic,  and  who  knows  the  immense 
sacrifices  which  she  has  made  to  preserve  her 
friendship.  In  fact,  who  could  think  that,  in  re- 
turn for  tne  cession  of  her  movt  important  provinces 
in  this  hemisphere;  for  the  forgetting  ofthe plun- 
der of  her  commerce  by  American  citizens ;  for 
the  privileges  granted  to  iheir  navy  ;  and  for  as 
great  proofs  orfriendsbip  as  one  nation  can  give 
another,  this  Executive  would  propose  that  the 
insurrection  of  the  ultramarine  possessions  of  Spain 
should  be  recognised?  And,  moreover,  will  not 
his  Hstonishment  be  augmented  to  see  that  this 
Power  is  desirous  to  give  the  destructive  example 
of  sanctioning  the  rebellion  of  provinces  which 
bave  received  no  offence  from  the  mother  country 
to  those  whom  she  has  granted  a  participation  of 
a  free  constitution,  and  lowborn  she  has  extended 
all  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  Spanish  citizens  7 
In  vain  will  a  parallel  be  attempted  to  be  drawn 
between  the  emancipation  of  this  Republic  and 
that  which  the  Spanish  rebels  attempt;  and  his- 
tory  is  sufficient  to  prove  that,  if  a  harassed  and 
persecuted  province  has  a  right  to  break  its  chains, 
others,  loaded  with  benefits,  elevated  to  the  high 
rank  of  freemen,  ought  only  lo  bless  and  embrace 
more  closely  the  protecting  country  which  has  be 
stowed  such  favors  upon  tbem. 

But  even  admitting  that  morality  ought  to  yield 
to  policy :  what  is  tne  present  stale  of  Spanish 
America,  and  what  are  iia  Governments,  to  entitle 
them  to  recognition  1  Buenos  Ayren  is  sunk  in 
the  most  complete  anarchy,  and  each  day  sees  new 
despots  produced,  who  disappear  the  next.  Peru, 
conquered  hy  a  rebel  army,  nas  near  the  gates  of 
its  capital  anoiher  Spanisn  army,  aided  by  part  of 


the  inhabitants-  la  Chili,  aa  individuid  ai ,  ^ 
the  sentiments  of  the  inhabitants,  and  his  vraleace 
presages  a  sudden  change.  On  the  coast  of  Pinna, 
also,  the  Spanish  banners  wave,  and  the  insargeitt 
Qeneral*  are  occupied  in  quarrelling  with  theii 
own  compatriots,  who  prefer  taking  Uie  part  of  a 
free  Power  to  that  of  being  the  slave  of  an  adven- 
turer. In  Mexico,  too,  there  is  no  Government; 
and  the  result  of  the  questions  which  the  chieA 


lo  he  recognised  7  where  the  pledges  of  their  sta- 
bility %  where  the  proof  ihai  those  provinces  will 
not  retnrn  to  a  union  with  Spain,  when  ao  laaay 
of  their  inbabiiaots  desire  it?  and,  in  Gn^  when 
the  right  of  the  United  Slate*  to  sanction  and  de- 
clare Tegilimale  a  rebellion  without  cause,  and  Uie 
event  of  which  is  not  even  decided? 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  prove  that,  if  the 
state  of  Spanish  America  were  such  as  it  is  repre- 
sented in  the  Message;  that  if  the  existence  of  its 
Qovernraents  were  certain  and  ealabliahed;  that 
if  the  impossibility  of  its  reunion  with  Spain 
were  BO  indisputable;  and  that  if  the  Justice  of 
its  recognition  were  so  evident,  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  interested  in  gaining  the  friendship  of 
countries  so  important  lor  Iheir  commerce,  wooU 
have  been  negligent  in  fulfilling  it.  But,  seeing 
bow  distant  ibe  prospect  is  of  even  ibis  result,  ana 
faithful  to  the  ties  wnieb  unite  them  with  Spain, 
they  await  tbe  issue  of  the  contest,  and  alsiaiii 
from  doing  a  gratuitous  injury  to  a  friendly  Gor- 
ernmeni,  the  advantages  of  which  are  doohifol, 
and  ifae  odium  certain.  Such  will  be  that  which 
Spain  will  receive  from  the  United  States,  in  case 
the  recognition  proposed  in  the  Message  ahouM 
take  effect;  and  posterity  will  be  no  less  liaUe  to 
wonder  that  the  Power  which  has  received  the 
most  proofs  of  the  friendship  of  Spain  should  be 
the  one  delighted  with  being  the  fitat  to  take  a 
step  which  could  have  only  been  expected  from 
another  (hat  had  been  injured. 

Although  I  could  enlarge  upon  this  disagreeabte 
subjtec,  I  think  it  useless  to  do  so.  because  the 
sentiments  which  the  Message  oDgnt  lo  excite  in 
the  breast  of  every  Spaniard  can  be  oo  secret  10 
you.  Those  which  the  King  of  Spain  will  expe- 
rience at  receiving  a  notification  so  unexpected 
will  be  doubtless  very  disagreeable;  and  at  the 
same  time  that  I  hasten  to  communicate  it  to  Hi) 
Majesty,  I  think  it  my  duly  to  protest,  as  I  do 
solemnly  protest,  against  the  recognition  of  ibe 
Governments  mentioned,  of  the  insurgent  Spanidi 
provinces  of  America,  by  the  United  Slates,  de- 
claring that  it  can  in  no  way  now,  or  at  any  ItnM, 
lessen  or  invalidate  in  the  least  the  right  of  Spaia 

tbe  said  provinces,  or  to  employ  whatever  means 
'     ■  theti 


them  to  the  rest  of 


may  be  in  her  power  Ic 
her  domioions. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  he  pleased  lo  lay  this  proieU 
before  tne  President,  and  I  flatter  myself  that  con- 
vinced of  Che  solid  reasons  which  hare  dictated  iL 
he  will  suspend  the  measure  which  he  has  proposed 
to  Congress,  and  that  he  will  give  to  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty  this  proof  of  bis  friendship  and  of  his 
justice. 
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IremaJD.wilh  the  most  diiiinguishpd  coDBidera- 
tion,  pnyiag  Ood  to  guard  your  life  msDy  jetn, 
jrout  most  oDcdient  bumtilF  KrTiot, 

JOAaOIN  DE  ANDDAOA. 

JOBM  Q.  Adams,  Sec.  of  Stale. 

The  Seattary  of  StaU  to  the  MinUUr  frvm  SpoM. 
Defabtnemt  Of  State, 

Wathiagbm,  April  6,  1832. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  was,  ira- 
mediatelj  after  I  bad  the  honor  of  receiving  it, 
laid  before  the  President  of  the  Uoited  States,  by 
whom  it  has  be«D  delibnateljr  coosidered,  ana  hy 
whose  direction  1  am,  in  replying  to  it,  to 


yoa  of  the  earnestness  and  sincerity  with  which 
this  Qorernment  desires  to  eatertaiti  and  to  culli- 
rate  the  most  friendly  relations  with  that  of  Spain. 

This  dispoiiiion  has  been  manifeated  not  only 
by  the  uniform  course  of  the  United  States  in  their 
direct  political  and  commercial  intercourse  with 
Spain,  but  by  the  friendly  interest  which  they 
have  fell  in  the  welfare  of  the  Spanish  nation, 
and  by  the  cordial  lympalhy  wiia  which  they 
have  witnessed  their  spirit  and  enei«y  eierted  in 
maintaining  their  iodependpoce  of  all  foreign  con- 
trol and  their  right  of  self-govern  men  t. 

Id  every  question  relating  to  the  independence 
of  a  nation,  two  principles  are  involved  :  one  of 
riffht,  and  iheoiher  of  fad, ;  the  former  eiclasively 
depending  upon  the  determination  of  the  nation 
iteelf,  and.the  latter  resulting  from  the  successful 
execution  of  thai  determination.  This  right  has 
been  recently  exercised,  as  well  by  the  Spanish 
nation  in  Europe,  as  by  several  of  those  countries 
in  the  American  hemisphere  which  had  for  two 
or  three  centuries  been  connected  as  colonies  with 
Spain.  In  the  conflieus  which  have  attended  these 
revolutions,  the  United  States  have  carefully  ab- 
stained from  taking  any  part  respecting  the  right 
of  the  nations  concerned  in  them  to  maintain  or 
newly  organize  their  own  political  constitutions, 
and  observing,  wherever  it  was  a  contest  bv  arms, 
the  moMimpariiat  neutrality.  But  the  civil  war  in 
vtiicb  Spain  was  for  some  years  involved  with  the 
inhabitants  of  her  colonies  in  America  has,  in  sub- 
stance, ceased  to  exist.  Treaties  equivalent  to  ai 
acknowledgment  of  independence  Eave  been  con 
eluded  by  the  commanders  and  viceroys  of  Spaii 
benelf  with  the  republic  of  Colombia,  with  Mex 
ico,  and  with  Peru ;  while,  in  the  provinces  of 
La  Plata  and  in  Chili,  no  Spanish  rorce  has  for 


dared. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Government  of 
the  United  Stales,  far  from  consulting  the  dictates 
of  a  policy  questionable  in  its  morality,  has  yielded 
to  an  obligation  of  duly  of  (he  highest  order,  by 
recognising  as  independent  stales  nations  which, 
after  deliberately  asserting  their  right  to  that  cha* 


may  yet  be  disposed  or  enabled  to  use,  with  the 
view  of  reuniting  those  provinces  to  the  rest  of 
her  dominions.  It  is  the  mere  acknowledgment 
of  existing  facts,  with  the  view  to  the  Tegnlar  e*- 
tablishment  with  the  nations  newly  formed  of 
those  relations,  political  and  commercial,  which 
it  is  the  morel  obligation  of  civilized  and  chri»- 
UBiions  to  entertain  reciprocally  with  one 
another. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to'discuss  with  you  a 
detail  of  facts  upon  which  your  information  ap- 
)ears  to  be  materially  different  from  that  which 
las  been  communicated  to  this  Government,  and 
s  of  public  notoriety,  nor  the  propriety  of  (he  de- 
nominations which  you  hare  a((rihuled  to  the  in- 
habitantsof  tbe  South  American  provinces.  It  la 
not  doubted  that  olber  and  more  correct  views  of 
the  whole  subject  will  very  shortly  be  taken  by 
"Dur  Government,  and  that  i(,  as  well  as  the  othei 
European  (JrovernmenLi,  will  show  that  deference 
to  tbe  example  of  the  United  Stales  which  you 
urge  it  as  the  duty  or  the  policy  of  the  Untied 
Slates  to  show  lo  theirs.  Tbeeffect  of  the  example 
-r  —  ^nde^ndent  nation  upon  the  councils  and 
ss  ot  another  can  be  Just  only  so  far  as  it  is 
voluntary ;  and  as  the  United  Stales  desire  that 
their  example  should  be  followed,  so  it  is  their  in- 
tention to  follow  that  of  others  upon  no  othei 
principle.  They  confidently  rely  that  the  time  is 
at  hand  when  all  the  Qovernments  of  Europe 
friendly  to  Spain,  and  Spain  herself,  will  not  onty 
ur  in  the  acknowledgment  of  (he  indepenil- 
of  the  American  nations,  but  in  the  senLmeat 
that  nothing  will  tend  more  effectually  to  thewel- 
'  re  and  happiness  of  Spain  than  the  uniTeiMl 

incurrence  in  that  recognition. 

lyny  you,  sir,  to  receive  the  a^umnce  of  my 
distmgujshed  consideration. 

JOHN  ftUINCY  ADAMS. 

Don  J.  OE  Anduaoa,  Eiuos,  ^ 

Don  Joaquin  de  Andaaga  to  Iht  Steraary  of  State. 
PntLAOELPRiA,  April  11, 1822. 

8iR :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  youi 
note  of  the  6th  instant,  in  which  you  were  pleased 
to  inform  me  that  this  Government  has  recognised 
the  independence  of  the  insurgent  provinces  of 
Spanish  America.  I  despatched  immedialely  to 
Spain  one  of  the  secretaries  of  this  legation  to 
carry  lo  His  Catholic  Majesty  news  as  important 
as  nneipected  ;  and,  until  I  receive  his  royal  or- 
ders upon  the  subject,  I  have  only  lo  refer  to  my 
protest  of  (he  9ih  of  March  last,  still  insisting  upon 
Its  contents  as  if  its  substance  were  repeated  in  (he 
present  note. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  renew  the  assur* 
ance  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

JOAaUIN  DE  ANDUAGA. 


brought  to  oppose  it.  This  recognition  is  neither 
intended  to  invalidate  any  right  of  Spain,  nor  to 
aSeol  the  employment  of  any  means  which  she 


Extraa  of  a  UOer  from  Mr.  For»ylh  to  tlie  Secretary 
of  Stale,  dattd 
Madbio,  fitrtiary  14,  1823. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  hurried 
translation  of  the  last  dictamen  of  the  ci 
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CotiMwa  of  ^mitUh  South  Aioeriea, 


of  the  Cortes  on  tbe  affairs  of  Spanish  Aramca, 
and  the  determinaiioDs  made  by  that  body. 

Dtolawn  o/tha  ontMUMtm  U>  whm  tt  wo*  r^trred 
to  npert  on  the  ttatt  of  tht  provmeti  9}  Ultramar, 
pntattd  Rinary  12,  1S32. 
The  commission  has  meditated  maturely  and 
eiicumspectly  on  tbe  proposition  of  the  Minister 
of  Ultramar,  and,  afier  haviog  heard  him,  has 
considered  the  diverse  eircumstaaces  in  which  the 
provinces  of  both  Americas  are  at  preaeot,  and 
may  be  found  hereafter ;  ihe  fruitlessness  and  in- 
^Seaey  of  the  commissions  that  have  been  direct- 
ed to  the  Oovemmeot  established  in  ihem;  anil, 
poasessed  Trilh  the  noble  desire  ibat  the  same  may 
not  again,  wiih  the  waste  of  public  treasure,  and 
the  sacrifice  of  humanity,  occnr,  is  of  opinion 
that  Ihe  Cortes  ought  not  to  lose  lime  in  consid- 
«riDg  the  proposition  of  the  Ministry,  since  it  will 
be  a  consequence  of  tbe  results;  and,  in  order  to 
obtain  them,  the  QoTernuient,  and  the  commis- 
■ioners  it  elects,  ought  to  be  authorized  to  hear 
aad  to  transmit  to  the  legistatiTe  power  every 
class  of  propositions,  be  they  what  thev  may ;  at 
the  same  time  it  jud^  that  the  national  decorum, 
and  the  protection  which  in  justice  is  due  (o  tbe 
European  and  American  Spaniards,  call  for  the 
(stftbfishment  of  a  basis  useful  and  conducive  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Spains. 

Before  fiiins  this  basis,  and  that  it  may  be  as 
prodtKtire  to  the  common  felicity  as  policy  and 
the  national  honor  require,  the  commission  lays 
4own  the  fixed  principle  that  ibis  new,  grand,  and 
k^iimate  path  for  the  pacific  commuDJcationa 
'heme  opened,  all  trnties  be  esteemed  of  no  value 
or  efflcacT  that  have  been  formed  between  Spau- 
iah  chiefs  and  American  Governments,  which 
ought  to  be  understood  as  null,  as  they  have 
beoi  from  their  origin,  as  respects  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  independence,  inasmuch  as  they  wert 
not  authorized,  nor  could  such  authority  be  given 
tbem,  udIcm  bj  previous  declaratioo  of  tbe  Cortes. 
Ttu  commissioners  loay  hear  all  the  proposi- 
tions that  may  be  made  to  tbem  in  order  to  trans- 
nit  them  to  the  metropolis,  excepting  such  as  take 
away  or  limit  in  any  manoer  the  absolute  ri^hi 
of  the  European  and  American  Spaniards,  residing 
in  whatever  part  of  the  ultramaiine  provinces,  to 
remove  and  dispose  of  lUeir  persons,  families,  and 
property,  as  they  may  think  proper,  without  being 
opposed  by  any  obstacle  or  measure  that  might 
prove  injurious  to  their  fortunes.    With  this  ex- 

Slanation,  tbe  eommissioa  reproduces  its  anterior 
ictamen;  tbe  Cortes  will  resolve  what  may  be 
most  proper. 

Espiga,  Oliver, 

Cues  I  a,  Murphy, 

Alva  res  Escuden,    Navarelte, 
Toreno,  Paul. 


The  particular  vote  of  the  Senor  Oliver  propo- 
ses to  add  the  following  clause  to  the  diclamen : 

"  That  it  ought  to  be  understood  as  not  affecting 
the  responsibiRiy  which  persons,  whoever  they 
may  be,  may  have  incurred  in  tbic  affair,  nor  the 


Cories  and  tbe  King." 

The  particular  vote  of  tbe  Seoors  Mouwo,  To- 
reno, and  Espiga,  proposes  the  following  add iuoni 
to  the  dictamen  : 

"  1.  That  the  Cortes  declare  that  the  imi) 
called  that  of  Cordova,  celebrated  beiween  Gne- 
ral  O'Donoju  and  the  chief  of  the  dissidml)  it 
New  Spain,  Don  Angustin  Iiurbide,  as  well  i! 
any  other  act  or  stipalation  relative  to  the  lecoe- 
nition  of  Mexican  independence  by  that  Geurd, 
are  illegilimaie,  and  null  in  thai^ecisuiaih 
Spanish  Government  and  its  Kubjects." 

"  2.  Thai  the  Spanish  Government,  hj  adeda- 

raiion  lo  all  others  with  which  it  has  fntnillT  n- 

lations,  mabe  koown  to  them  that  the  Sfaii^ 

nation  will  regard,  at  any  epoch,  as  a  vioUtioi  itf 

the  treaiien,  the  recognition,  either  partial  or  iW 

luie,  of  the  independence  of  the  Spanish  pnTioce 

of  Ultramar,  so  long  as  the  disiensioDs  wbitb 

exist  between  some  of  them  sod  the  mein^Mlii 

e  nol  terminated,  with  whatever  else  mayxtn 

'  convince  foreign  Governments  that  Spaia  to 

)t  yet  renounced  any  of  the  rights  bdon^nfU 

io  those  couD tries." 

"  3.  That  tbe  Government  be  recommroded  to 
lake  all  possible  roeaaures,  without  any  delij,  m 
preserve  and  reinforce  those  points  of  the  proruittt 
of  Ultramar  that  remaia  united  to  the  nKimpolii, 
obedient  to  its  aotborily,  or  that  reuit  tke  septn- 
tion  from  it  by  the  dissidents ;  proposing  In  ih 
CortM  the  resources  it  requires,  and  are  boI  ii  its 
disposal." 

*<  4.  That  the  Cortes  declare  that  tbeptDiiMK 
of  Ultramar  that  have  declared  their  ind^idtnct 
of  the  metropolu<,  or  do  not  acknowledge  (If  ^ 
ibesupremacy  of  tbe  Government  of  it,  ought  ui 
Io  have  deputies  ia  the  Cortes  during  thrit  cwlia- 
uancem  thisalate." 

The  additional  vole  of  Senors  Murphy,  Ksw- 
elie,  and  Paul,  totheanteriordicUmen,>Uieii|iti 
it  is  their  opinion  that,  in  case  of  the  apptotsua 
by  the  Cories  of  the  dictam«i  of  the  coiamioiM, 
they  «hou1d  not  approve  tbe  additional  vota  pR- 
sccted  by  some  individuals  of  it,  as  being  coDUar; 
to  the  eodi  propowd  by  the  same  comuusion,  IM 
should  put  in  execution  the  meaaures  included  ia 
the. diclamen  wiihoul  delay,  without  jmiudiee  U 
what  the  ordinary  Cortes  mayopportuoelfmolTt 
upon,  whatever  else  they  may  esteem  convenicat 
Alter  a  short  discussion,  whether  the  dietami 
shcHild  be  discussed  b^  itself,  or  with  the  addiuoial 
YotfB,  it  was  determined  tbat  the  dictamen  of  tke 
coiamission  should  be  6r»i  discussed.  Doriig  tbe 
discussion,  propositions  to  ihefollowingeffectwot 
presented  by  the  Senor  St^not,  viz: 

"  That  the  Cortes,  with  a  generosity  peculiar  u 
the  constitutional  system  by  which  we  are  go)' 
erned,  and  for  the  general  interest  of  the  Spsi- 
iards  of  both  worlds,  declare  the  indeMndeanaf 
all  those  provinces  of  both  Amerioaa  tbat  aeioaUr 
are  so  at  this  day,  on  condition  that  each  one  h 
those  Governmenis  pay  an  annual  subsidy  in  n- 
compense  of  the  rights  which  are  renounced;  tJHl 
a  treaty  of  commerce  be  formed  on  the  basis  mM 
Ihe  reciprocal  interests  of  the  Amei- 


DigmzcdbyGoOglC 


2129 


2130 


Ortat  Bfilaia-imd  AMrio—iVortlkmt  QMnt. 


ieiD  Hod  Peninsalar  SpaDiuds;  tbat«tl  bostUi- 
tiea  be  complelel;  SD^>eaded  UDlil  this  troty  be 
completely  appioved  ;  thai  all  tbe  Spaniards  who 
may  wish  to  reiirc  lo  the  Peninsula  may  do  so 
freely,  with  all  the  funds  belonging  to  them,  with- 
ont  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  trhateTer;  that 
any  Spaniard  who  wishes  to  live  in  America 
shall  hare  preserved  to  him  the  enjoyment  of  all 
his  rights  and  property ;  that  every  Spaniard  who 
may  EaTe  been  deprived  of  his  properly  and  of 
his  rights,  in  consequence  of  tbe  anterior  disturb- 
ances, rhall  be  retnstated  in  tbem )  that  all  the 
wealth  and  property  beloDgingto  Earopean  Spain 
shall  remain  at  its  disposal,  and  be  removed  to 
the  Peninsula  at  the  expense  of  America ;  that  all 
the  troops  that  are  actuatly  in  America,  belonging 
to  Eoropean  Spain,  shall  be  maintained  in  tbe 
same  points  at  tlie  cost  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment, until  the  ratification  of  thjs  treaty;  that 
Em'opean  Spain  may  dispose  of  tbe  naval  force  it 
has  in  America  ;  and  thai  there  be  established  a 
confederation  composed  of  the  American  Govern- 
menls,  under  the  protection  of  European  Spain, 
Dpon  the  basis  that  may  be  most  convenient,  and 
guarantied  as  mar  be  accorded." 

SenorMunozTorrero  demanded  that  the  author 
of  those  propositions  should  withdraw  them  im- 
mediately, as  be  had  no  powers  to  anthorize  his 
makiag  them,  or,  if  he  had,  to  ezhibit  them.  Tbe 
Cortes  accorded  that  these  propositions  should  be 
Trithdrawn,  as  contrary  to  the  power  given  to 
tbem  by  the  Constitution. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  Cortes  ap- 
proved of  the  dictamen  as  proposed  by  the  com- 


On  the  following  day  the  particular  votes  were 
discussed,  and  decided  as  follows : 

That  of  Senor  Oliver  was  not  admitted  lo  a 

That  of  SenoTs  Moscoso,  Espiga,  and  Toreno, 
the  three  first  articles  approved,  and  the  fourth 
withdrawn  by  its  author. 


[Commabicalid  to  tha  Houw,  April  17,  18S3.] 
To  the  HouteofRtpretmtoHvaoftht  Vnittd  Statu 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  tbe  House  of 
Repreaeatatives  of  tbe  16tb  of  February  last,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  "to 
Gommiiiiieate  to  that  Hoone  whether  any  foreign 
Chjvcniment  has  nude  claim  lo  any  part  of  ine 
territory  of  the  United  Slates  upon  the  coast  of 
the  Pacific  ocean,  north  of  the  forty-second  degree 
of  latitude,  and  to  what  extent;  whether  any  reg- 
ulations have  been  made  by  foreign  Powers  aflecl- 
ing  the  trade  on  thai  coasi,  and  how  far  it  afiects 
the  interests  of  this  republic ;  and  whether  any 
communications  have  been  made  to  this  Govern- 
ment  by  foreign  Powers  touching  the  contem- 
plated occupation  of  Columbia  river,"  I  now 
transmit  a  lepoti  from  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 


containing  the  iaformatioB  embraeed  by  that  re- 
solotion. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wabbihoton,  April  15,  1822. 

Department  of  State, 

WaAingtim,  April  13,  1882. 

The  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred Ihe  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  tbe  10th  of  February  last,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  "to  communicate 
to  that  House  whether  any  foreign  Government 
has  made  claim  to  any  part  of  Ihe  territory  of  the 
United  Stales  upon  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  ocean 
north  of  the  fortv-second  degree  of  latitude,  and  to 
what  extent;  wnether  any  regulations  have  been 
made  by  foreign  Powers  afiecling  the  trade  on 
that  coast,  and  how  far  it  alTects  the  interests  of 
this  republic;  and  whether  any  communications 
have  been  made  to  this  Government  by  foreign 
Powers  touching  the  contemplated  occupation  of 
Columbia  river,"  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to 
the  President  sundry  papers,  containing  the  infor- 
mation embraced  by  the  resolution. 

At  the  time  when  the  subject  of  the  proposed 
occupation  of  the  Columbia  river  was  presented 
to  the  (Consideration  sf  Congress,  at  their  last  ses- 
sion, the  Minister  of  Great  Britain,  at  two  several 
interviews  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  suggested 
that  Great  Britain  bad  claims  on  the  Norihwest 
coast  of  America,  with  which  he  conceived  that 
such  occupation  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates 
would  conflict;  and  requested  lobe  informed  what 
were  tbeintentionsoftlie  Government  of  Ihe  Uni- 
ted Slates  in  this  respect.  The  Secretary  of  Slate 
dIcUned  answering  those  inifuiries,  or  discussing 
those  claims,  otherwise  than  in  writing.  Bui  no 
written  communication  upon  the  subject  has  been 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 
The  PsEaioEHT  of  the  U.S. 

Mr,  Monroe  to  Kr.  Baker,  Chaiye  <PAffMrt»  from 
Oreat  Bnbttn. 
DEPABTBKitT  or  State,  J^y  18,  1815. 
Sir  :  It  is  represented  that  an  eipediiion  which 
has  been  sent  by  your  Government  against  a  post 
of  tbe  United  States,  established  on  Columbia 
river,  had  succeeded  in  taking  possession  of  it. 
By  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  it  is 
stipulated  that  all  territory,  places,  and  posses- 
sions whatsoever,  taken  by  either  party  from  the 
other  during  the  war,  shall  be  restored  without 
delay,  with  the  exception  only  of  tbe  islands  in 
Passamaqaoddy  bay,  which  should  remain  in  the 
possession  of  the  party  in  whose  occupation  they 
then  were,  subject  to  the  decision  provided  for  in 
tbe  fourth  article.  As  the  post  on  Columbia 
river  was  taken  during  tbe  war,  and  is  not  within 
the  exception  stipulated,  the  United  States  are  ot 
course  en  titled  to  its  restilntion ;  measures,  there- 
fore, will  be  taken  to  reoccupy  it  without  delay. 
It  is  probable  that  your  OoretDment  may  have 
given  orders  for  its  rastitutioa;  to  prevent,  how- 
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ever,  any  difficulty  on  the  subject,  1  hare  to  re- 
quest that  you  will  Iieitc  ibe  goodDesc  to  famish 
me  with  a  letter  to  the  Briiisli  coannander  there 
u^tbat  effect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tie. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

A.  St.  Jobn  Bakes,  Esq. 


Mr.  Baker,  Chargi  d^A^irttfrom  Grtat  Britain,  to 

JIfr.  MottTOt,  Secrttarj/  0/  SaU. 

Wabbisqton,  My  23,  1815. 

Sir:  I  ha^e  bad  ibe  honor  lo  receive  your  let- 
ter of  ihe  I8th  instant,  acquainting  me  that  it 
had  been  reOTCsented  to  the  American  Govern- 
ment that  a  British  force,  sent  for  that  purpose, 
had  i^ueceeded  in  taking  possession  of  the  United 
States  esiabtisbment  on  Columbia  river,  and 
claiming  its  restoration  under  the  words  of  the 
first  article  of  Ihe  treaty,  upon  the  ground  of  its 
having  been  captured  during  ibe  war;  staling, 
likewise,  that  His  Majesty's  Goveroment  may 
have  given  order  for  its  restitution,  but  requesting, 
with  a  view  lo  prevent  any  difficulty  on  the  sub- 
ject^hat  I  would  furnish  a  leiier  lo  that  effect  to 
the  Briiisb  commander  there. 

As  I  have  received  no  communication  from 
His  Majesty's  Government  on  the  sabject  of  these 
orders,  you  will  readily,  lam  convinced, perceive 
the  impracticability  of  my  furnishing  a  letter  of 
this  nature  i  and  although  it  is  believed  that  the 
post  in  question  has  been  captured,  of  which, 
however,  the  American  (jrovernmeni  does  not  ap- 
pear to  nave  any  certain  information  on  which 
to  ground  the  claim  of  restitution,  yet  anotlier 
point,  equally  es.'^eotial,  remains  in  great  uncer- 
tainty, VII :  whetlier  any  persons  whatsoever  were 
left  to  retain  possession  of  it.  My  impression  is, 
that  the  establishment  was  broken  up,  and  the 
persons  found  there  brought  away,  vice  Admi- 
ral DixoQ,  however,  the  commaDder-in -chief  of 
His  Majesty's  naval  forces  on  the  Brazil  station, 
in  whose  command  the  Pacific  ocean  is  included, 
is  no  doubt  in  piusession  of  every  necessary  in- 
formation in  relation  to  this  post,  and  will  be  able 
to  communicate  on  the  subject  with  any  author- 
ized agent  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 

Having  observed  that  you  have  staled,  in  two 
letters  which  1  have  lately  had  the  honor  of  re- 
ceiving from  you,  that  I  had  been  particularly 
charged  with  the  ezecuiion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace,  I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  no- 
ticing the  circumstance,  simplywilha  view  of  pre- 
Tentineaoypossible  misapprehension  which  michl 
be  produced  by  it.  You  will  perceive,  on  a  refer- 
ence to  the  two  credentials  empowering  me  to 
exchange  the  ratifications,  and  to  act  as  His  Ma- 
jesty's Charge  d'Affaires,  that  no  such  particular 
authority  was  vested  in  me,  although  the  general 
powers  of  the  above  character  would  undoubtedly 
enable  me  to  promote,  and  in  some  respects  e 
complish,  this  object. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &e. 

A.  ST.  JOHN  BAKER. 


Jfr.  Boffot,  Envoi/  £x<nionHnartr  and  iSniga  Pin- 
'.iary  ftota  Grtat  Britain,   lo  Mr.  Adami. 
0/  State. 

WAaniNQTON,  Not.  26, 181T. 

Sir:  From  the  conversation  which  you  did  jai 
the  honor  to  bold  with  me  two  days  ago,  upon  ik 
occasion  of  the  inquiry  which  I  ihoughl  il  ny 
duty  to  make  relative  lo  the  reported  dnticiaUDD 
of  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  OBlacio,IaiD, 
I  presume,  warranted  in  inferring  that  iheiurni- 
mation  which  1  bad  previously  received  upoDibii 
subject  is  essentially  correcl^and  ibat  odc  uf  ibe 
objects  of  the  voyage  of  the  Ontario  is  to  esubliib 
a  seitlement  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Columbia 
river,  on  the  Northwest  coast  of  America. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  some  months 
the  exchange  of  the  raiificaiions  of  the  treaty  of 
p^ce,  an  application  was  made  to  Mr,  Babu,  ibcii 
His  Majesty  s  Chargt  d'Affaires  io  this  cduqu;, 
claiming  the  restitution  of  a  post  which  bad  b»D 
held  by  the  United  Slates  upon  the  Columbli 
river,  and  which  was  alleged  to  have  beeo  ciii- 
cured  during  the  war;  and  Mr.  Baiter  nai  le- 
^uested  lo  lake  steps  for  the  purpose  of  facilimlii; 
its  restoration. 

Mr.  Baker  having,  io  his  reply,  pointed  oo 
insufficiency  of  the  evidence  on  which  ibeclaioi 
of  restitution  appeared  to  be  founded,  and  hirin; 
represented  his  want  of  authentic  infonuitioii  lod 
instructions  upon  the  subject,  referred  [he  StCtC' 
taryof  State  to  the  British  Admiral,  witbio'b  - 
command  he  conceived  the  Pacific  ocean  lo 
included. 

In  consequence  of  this  correspondence,  amp- 
plication  was  soon  afterwards  made  by  Mr.  Btker 
to  the  Governor  General  of  Canada,  in  the  eip«- 
latioo  that  he,  perhsps,  might  be  enabled  la  fi- 
nish some  information  upon  the  subject,  in  tbc 
event  of  the  question  being  again  brought  ioio  ] 
discussion.  : 

From  (be  reporls  then  made  by  him,  it  appeated  ^ 
that  the  post  in  question  had  not  been  capiiiied 
during  the  lale  war,  but  that  the  Americans  bid  ' 
retired  from  it,  under  an  agreement  made  wiiblbe 
Northwest  Company,  who  bad  purchased  ibcii 
effects,  and  who  had  ever  since  retained  ptaceablt 
possession  of  the  coast. 

As  it  thus  appears  tbal  no  claim  fo{  the  ntuw 
tion  of  this  post  can  be  grounded  upon  the  iK 
article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  as  the  tern- 
torjr  itself  was  early  taken  possession  of  in  tin 
Majesty's  name,  and  has  been  since  considrrtdv 
forming  a  part  of  His  Majesty's  dominions,  1  bm 
to  request  that  you  will  do  me  the  honor  to  fui- 
nish  me  with  such  explanation  as  you  may  judp 
proper  of  the  object  of  the  voyage  of  the  Oniaii^ 
so  far  as  it  may  relate  lo  establishments  upon  tk 
territory  to  which  I  refer,  in  order  tbal  1  may  rep- 
resent to  His  Majesty's  Government,  in  iis  juH 
point  of  view,  a  measure  in  which  His  Majei^j'^ 
rights  and  interests  appear  to  be  so  mateiitUr 
involved. 

I  have  the  honor  10  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

CHARLES  BAGOT. 
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ExtnuUcf  aUUerfnmMr.  JttuA  to  ihe  SKntary  of 
StaltjdaUd 

London,  Fdmarj/  14,  I81B. 
I  em  DOW  to  have  the  hooor  of  stating  all  that 
passed  ia  the  coDTenation  with  Lord  CatUerragb 
on  ibe  1st  of  tbis  moDtb. 

His  lordship  iotrgduced  in  the  last  place  (a«- 
HLiging  as  much  ae  poKsible,  by  hit  mBDner,  the 
aseaiial  character  of  hia  remarks)  the  affair  of  the 
ntablisbmeoi  at  the  mouth  of  theiifer  Colambia. 
A  despatch  from  Mr.  Bagol,  be  observed,  had  ac- 
quainted the  OoTernment  hete  with  the  steps  lateljr 
taken  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to 
lepossess  itself  of  that  pO!t;  and  he  had  to  ex- 
press to  me  the  regret  waich  bad  been  felt  at  the 
measure.  It  wa«  to  have  been  wished,  he  inti- 
mated, that,  before  the  Ontario  sailed,  notice  had 
beea  f  iren  to  the  British  Minister  at  WaabingioD 
of  the  intention  to  despatch  her,  with  a  commu- 
nicatioD  of  the  objects  of  her  deatinalioa  ;  Great 
Britain  having  a  claim  of  domioion  over  ibe  ter- 
ritory in  qtiesiion.  He  went  on  to  inform  me 
that  Mr.  Bagot  had  sent  in  a  remonstrance  upon 
the  occanioa,  to  which,  at  the  last  dates,  an  an- 
swer had  not  been  returned.  His  lordship  closed 
by  saying  that  it  was  the  deaire  of  this  QoTern 
ment  to  submit  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  a  proposal  that  the  claim  of  title  to  tbis 
post  should,  as  in  the  former  instances,  go  before 
commissioners,  and  be  governed,  in  otbei\reBpecti>, 
by  the  precedent  of  the  treaty,  annexing  to  it  a 
third  supplemental  article  as  the  groimdworic  of 
at)  eventual  arbiiTBtion. 

To  his  propositions  and  remarks  I  made  such 
replies  as  the  nature  of  all,  and  the  novelty  of  some 
oi  them,  appeared  to  demand.  First,  as  to  the 
settlement  at  Columbia  river:  Having  beard 
nothing  from  the  Department  upon  ibe  subject,  I 
was  necessarily  uninformed  of  what  passed  at 
Wasbington.  E  could  only  treat  it  as  my  first 
impressions  dictated.  I  expressed  the  surprise 
which  I  felt  at  its  assuming  an  aspect  of  com- 
plaint. Tbe  just  grounds  upon  which  England 
claimed  dominion  were,  I  said,  unknown  tome. 
Granting  that  there  did  exist  in  her  favor  any 
!;laina  or  pretence  of  right,  was  it  possible  that  the 
lawfulness  of  the  step  taken  coula  be  drawn  into 


hat  it  fell,  by  belligerent  capture,  into  tbe  hands 
>f  Britain,  whilst  it  raged,  was  alike  notoiious. 
How,  then,  under  a  treaty  which  stipulated  the 
nulual  restitution  of  all  places  reduced  by  the 
inns  of  either  party,  was  out  right  to  immediate 
tod  full  repossession  to  be,  fot  an  instant,  im- 
tugaed  1  1  advert  to  the  familiar  case  of  Nootka 
Sound  and  the  Falkland  Islands.  Here  Great 
Britain,  under  circumstances  far  less  strong,  had 
sserted  the  undeniable  principle  of  which  we  bad 
laimed  the  beneSt.  In  fine,  f  know  not  how  to 
llustrate  or  justify,  by  argument,  a  measure  which 
eeisied  to  rest  upon  so  btokd  and  indisputable  a 
sundatioQ  of  national  right.  It  ia  proper,  at  this 
:age,  to  say  that  Lord  Castlereagh  admitted,  in 
le  moat  ample  extent,  our  right  to  be  rdosiated, 


and  to  be  the  party  in  poMeasioo  white  treating  of 
the  title.  The  manner  of  obtaining  it  he  aaid  was 
alone  to  be  lamented,  declaring  that  it  arose  from 
tbe  possible  tendency  which  it  might  have  to  gite 
some  momentary  disturbance  in  that  region  to  the 
general  harmony  subsisting  between  the  cuuntiies. 
He  hoped  sincerely  this  would  not  be  tbe  case,  and 
added  that,  with  a  view  to  forestall,  by  the  noet 

Erompt  and  practicable  means,  such  a  reKult,  he 
ad  addressed  a  note  to  the  Lords  of  tbe  Atlmi- 
ralty,  and  another  to  Lord  Batburst,  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonial  Department,  on  tbe  26th 
of  laat  month,  desiring  that  the  proper  orden 
might  be  expedited  to  prevent,  under  whatever 
form,  all  hostile  collision.  A  copy  of  these  note* 
be  took  down  and  read  to  me, 

I  proceeded  with  further  remarks.  Though  it 
was  scarcely  to  be  expected,  I  said,  that  1  could 
yet  have  received  information  from  my  Goverit- 
ment  relative  to  the  measuie,  and  although,  in 
fact,  nothing  had  reached  me,  I  was  neverthclest 
most  abundantly' confident  that  it  had  originated 
in  no  unfriendly  motive  or  feeling.  It  had  so 
happened,  1  continued,  that  I  had  beet)  honored 
with  some  knowledf[e  of  the  Executive  delibera- 
tions at  about  the  time  tbe  Ontario  sailed,  which 
left  me  tbe  less  scruple  in  making  this  assertion. 
It  was  true  I  had  come  away  before  her  final  de- 
parture; but  sure  1  felt  that  there  could  have  bem 
no  alteration  in  tbe  unexceptionable  views  that 
had  suggested  the  royuej  and,  above  all,  I  sub- 
joined, that  tbe  use  of  lorce,  as  a  means  of  re-e»- 
tablishiag  our  previous  domiflion,  bad  in  nowise 
coupled  itself  with  the  intentions  that  were  formed. 
These  assurances,  1  thought,  appeared  to  go  some 
lengths  towards  placing  tbe  transaction  in  its  iik- 
Qt  and  justifiable  lights.  Given,  as  tbey 
!,  frankly,  I  hope  that  what  I  said  may  be 
d  to  meet  the  Piesident's  approbation.  I  felt 
all  the  extravagance  of  the  supposition  that  there 
bad  been  any  deviation,  on  tbe  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  this  instance,  from  its  wonted  respect 
to  the  rights  of  other  nations.  Lord  Castlereagh 
did  nut,  in  any  way,  unfold  the  nature  of  the 
British  claim. 

EsOract  of  a  Utter  fnm  Mr.  Adamt,   Secretary  of 


Dbpartment  of  State, 

Waskiitffton,  May  20,  1818. 
From  the  tenor  of  your  correspondence  with 
Lord  Castlereagh,  repotted  in  your  despatch  No> 
7,  as  well  as  from  tbe  communications  made  here 
on  tbe  same  subject  by  Mr.  Bagot,  it  appears  that 
the  British  Government  have  acceded  to  the  pro- 
posals heretofore  made  on  our  part,  to  refer  the 
question  which  has  arisen  upon  tbe  construction 
of  the  Gr«t  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  rela- 
tion to  tbe  restitution  of  slaves  carried  away  from 
the  United  States  after  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,  to  the  arbitration  of  a  friendly 
sovereign.  This  accession  is  understood  to  be  ab- 
solute and  unconditional,  but  accompanied  with 
the  suggestion  of  a  wish  on  the  part  of  the  British 
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CatMiet  to  trf ,  as  n  preTJoui  meawre,  th«  «ipm- 
nWDt  adopted  for  tke  adjuttmeni  of  other  qneaiions 
becwMD  tbe  Iwo  couoiries,  of  snbmittine  ihe  csk 
to  Uw  dnuiioD  uf  commissjoners  mntaariy  ckonen 
by  tbe  IWO  parties;  sabmiiiiDg  at  the  same  time 
to  tb«  nme,  or  otber  comtnissionera  appomEcd  in 
like  OMiDner,  the  aseertaiDiuent  and  demarcaiioo 
of  •  twDadary  line  from  the  Dortbweel  comer  of 
the  Lake  fff  tbe  Woods,  westward ;  aod  the  right 
and  title  of  ihe  Uailed  SlatM  to  a  setttemeDt  at 
the  month  of  Coltunbia  river  on  tbe  Pacific  ogmd. 

If  the  proposal  to  refer  to  commissioners  the 
deoiuon  of  the  question  relatiDr  to  the  ilaToi,  be- 
fore having  reeourae  to  the  aTbitraltoti,  had  been 
conSaed  to  that  object,  it  would  hare  been  accept' 
ed  without  hesitation  or  delav.  But  it  has  been  so 
coiiiMGled  with  the  others,  that  Lord  Castlereagh 
«t  least  avoided  committing  his  GoTemment  to 
the  engagement  of  dianusing,  in  tfa>l  manner,  of 
this  particular  point  of  difference  by  itself.  Mr. 
Bagot'a  statement  of  the  pronoral  is  of  the  same 
character.  Without  esplicitlf  declsrlD^  that  the 
British  Qovemment  wonld  decline  Bnbmitttng  the 
tlare  question  bIoik  to  commiMionera,  be  did  not 
■pnftK  to  be  autfaorixed  to  agree  to  it  separate]]', 
and  nfged,  on  various  gronads,  tbe^spediency  of 
amtnghig,  as  coon  as  possible,  and  by  tbe  Eame 
meam,  an  the  wbjecis  which  might  even  behere- 
•fter  occasions  of  misuDdenlandiiig  bet«e«D  the 
two  countries. 

Taken  altogether  as  a  eomplicaied  proposal,  it 
iaTdv«a  a  muTlitiide  of  ooDsiaerations,  which  Te- 
qaire  some  delibnvtioo  before  a  definitiTe  enawn 
eat)  be  given.  As  booo  as  the  President  shall  have 
oome  to  a  determitiBiioD  concernlDK  it,  the  remit 
-will  be  immediately  eommuDJealed  to  you.  Id 
the  mean  lime,  it  may  be  proper  that  you  should 
assure  Lord  Casilereagh  that  it  was  entirely  OW' 
ing  to  accident,  and  lo  the  communications  which 
had  previously  passed  between  the  late  Secretary 
of  State  and  Mr.  Baker,  concemioff  the  restita- 
tion  of  the  post  at  the  month  of  ColumbiB  river, 
that  the  Ontario  was  despatched  for  the  purpose 
of  resuming  our  possession  there,  without  giving 
notice  of  tbe  espedition  to  Mr.  Bagol  and  to  his 
Qorvrnmenl.  Copies  of  these  communicatioDs 
are  herewith  enclosed,  from  which  it  was  con- 
cluded that  no  authorized  English  establishment 
existed  at  that  place;  snd  as  they  intimated  no 
question  whatever  of  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  tbe  settlement  which  existed  before  the  late 
war,  it  did  not  occur  that  any  suca  question  bad 
since  arisen,  which  could  make  it  an  object  of  in- 
terest to  Great  Britain.  You  are  aothorized  to 
add,  that  notice  of  the  departure  of  tbe  Ontario, 
■and  of  the  object  of  her  voyage,  would  neverthe- 
less have  been  given,  bnt  that  the  expedition  was 
determined,  ana  the  vessel  de»patched,  during  the 
PresidenlU  absence  from  tbe  seat  of  Government 
the  last  season. 

These  explanations  have  already  been  given  to 
Mr.  Bagot,  who  has  expressed  himself  entirely 
satisfied  with  them,  and  bis  conviction  that  they 
will  be  equally  satisfactory  to  his  Government. 
As  it  was  not  snticipaied  tnat  any  disposition  ex- 
isted in  Ihe  British  Government  to  start  questions 


of  title  with  tw  on  the  boiden  of  tbe  Sonth  m, 
we  could  have  no  possible  motive  for  reserve  or 
concealment  with  regard  to  tbe  expedition  of  the 
Ontario.  In  suggesting  these  ideas  to  Lord 
Casdnevgh.  rather  in  conversation  than  in  aoj 
more  forma!  manner,  it  may  be  proper  to  rema^ 
the  minuteness  of  the  present  intere^  eitbtttc 
Cheat  Britain  or  tbe  United  States,  involved  in 
this  cOQcem ;  and  the  on  willingness,  for  tbat  in- 
son,  of  this  Goremment  to  inclade  it  vmong  the 
objects  of  serious  discussion  with  them.  At  ibe 
some  time  you  mi^ht  gire  faim  to  undenciod, 
though  not  unless  m  a  manner  to  avoid  erery 
thing  offensive  in  the  suggestion,  that,  from  the 
nature  of  Ihines,  if  in  the  course  of  future  evenb 
it  shoold  everT)ecome  an  object  of  serions  import- 
ance to  the  United  States,  it  can  scarcely  be  sup- 
posed that  Great  Britain  would  find  it  nseful  or 
advisaUe  to  resist  their  datm  to  possession  by  sys- 
tematic opposition.  If  Ihe  United  States  leave 
her  in  vnaislurbed  enjoyment  of  all  her  bt^ 
upon  Earope,  Asia,  and  Africa,  with  all  her  aetit^ 
possessions  in  this  nemisphercj  wemay  very  fairly 
expect  (hat  she  will  not  think  it  eonstsicDt  either 
with  a  wise  or  a  friendly  policy  to  watch  with  . 
eyeaof  jealousy  and  alarm  every  posibility  of  a- 
tenrion  lo  our  natural  dominirin  in  North  Ame- 
rica, which  she  can  have  do  solid  interet  to  pre-  I 
vent,  until  all  possibility  of  her  preventing  it  dall 
have  v«Bished. 

Extraeti  of  a  teUer  from  Jt.  Ruii,  Etg.,  Smof  Et- 
traordinary  and  MinitUr  FltHipatMiiarj/  ^  thr 
VniUd  Staitt  at  Londim,  to  tli»  Sientary  tf  Stale. 
daUd 

Jdlt  as,  1818. 
Lord  CaBtteieaeh  returned  from  Ireland  soooet 
than  vrns  expected,  having  got  back  on  the  14th 
of  this  month.  On  the  15th  1  wrote  him  a  noK, 
requesting  an  official  interview,  which  lie  eranted 
me  on  the  16th. 

I  be^n  the  conversation  by  affordinf  the  ex- 
planations embraced  in  yoar  despatch  No.  4,  re- 
specting the  Ontario's  voyage  to  the  mouth  of  tbt 
river  Colarabia.  In  the  course  of  them^  I  partic- 
ularty  dwelt,  according  to  your  instructions,  upon 
tbe  correspondence  which  took  place  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Baker  soon  after  the 
peace,  in  which  the  latter  never  made  a  quesiioQ 
as  to  the  valid  title  of  tbe  United  States,  or  inti- 
mated the  existence  of  any  authorized  estaUisb- 
ment  at  that  post,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
before  the  war.  His  lordship  said  nothing  in  reply, 
thouffh  it  appeared  to  me  that  tbe  explanation  was 
satisfactory  to  him,  removingas  it  does  allgrooni! 
of  complaint. 

Fnm  Mr.  iVwMt  to  the  Stertlary  of  State. 
MoKTEBGV,  New  Calipobkia, 

NwmktT  11,  ISia 

Sir  :  In  conformity  with  mine  of  the  S7th  Joly, 

which  I  had  the  honor  (o  address  lo  your  I>epart- 

ment  from  Lima,  I  proceeded  in  His  Britannic 

Majesty's  sloop-of-war  Blossom  to  the  month  tX 
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the  Colombui,  mi  eolerad  tbe.rirer  on  tbe  Itt  of 
October  followiog.  A  fed  da.yB  tbcna&er,  to  wit, 
on  tbe  61I1,  as  you  will  perceive  by  tetemag  to  a. 
Gopy  of  the  act  of  surrender,  (Dsatked  A,)  1  re- 
ceived ID  the  aame,  aad  od  Ibe  part  of  Ibe  United 
SiAies,  the  poHeuioa  of  the  eatAbUshinent  at  Fwt 
George,  niade  uoder  the  fiitt  aiticle  of  the  Trektjr 
of  Ghent,  bjr  CaplatD  Hickejr,  of  the  rojai  navy, 
in  compUaace  with  tfa»  orden  of  Che  Prince  Re- 
gent fot  that  punKiM,  s^iiGed  to  bica  through  tba 
medium  of  tae  Ban  Bathmt  The  Britioh  flag 
was  ibecet^OB  lowered,  tod  that  of  the  Uaiied 
Sutes  boUted  ia  its  itcM,  where  it  now  wuves  in 
token  both  of  potaeaBion  and  of  Mvenigttljr. 
The  establiihmeat,  of  which  the  annexed  sketch 


(No.  1)  wiU  give  you  acotrectiden,  has  been  con- 
sidemuy  exiendea  and  lmprD*ed  bjr  tbeageots  ef 
the  Northw«Ht  Company  of  Ckiiada,  who  wtU 


__ ;upy  and  protect  it  under  oardagjODtil 

it  shall  plense  the  PretidBnt  to  giveoidenfoc  theii 
removal,  I  will,  howeTer,  suggett  that,  when  thia 
dbpositioD  shall  take  place,  tii^  ought  to  be 
granted  in  a  latio  with  tbe  distHDce,  to  enable 
them  to  obtain  ihe  meaas  of  traiuporting  the  pri> 
vate  pruperty  deposited  there^  coiui*ting  of  dry 
goods  furs,  and  impl^nenta  of  war,  lo  a  large 
amount.  Shortly  after  tba  cetetaony  ajid  aurren- 
der,  I  reeeired  a  note  on  ibis  aubject  from  Mr. 
Keith,  the  gentlemtn  whoee  ai^nainre  accompar 
nies  that  of  Captain  Hifkey,  which,  together  wuh 
a  copy  of  my  answer,  (No.  2,)  is  eubmitted  for 
your  inspection.  A  sense  of  justice  would  hafe 
dictated  the  asBuranoes  1  have  giren  htm  in  reply ; 
but  I  bad  a  further  motive,  which  was  tbat  of  sub- 
siding the  apprehensions  excited  by  the  abrupt 
visit  of  tbe  Ontaiio.  It  appeared  to  me  prudent, 
in  this  view,  to  take  no  notice  of  the  sng^tion 
relative  to  a  discuaiion  of  boundaiVj  and,  in 
swering,  to  avoid  any  intimation  01  imm^lia 
of  future  removal,  as  either  might  haFe  induced 
him  to  form  a  teltlement  elsewnera  oa  the  r.' 
and  thus  give  rise  lo  collisions  between  the 
GovernHMnts  which  may  now  be  wholly  avoided. 
Tbe  bay  bsptciou^contaiuE  several  anehoring 
places  in  a  sufficient  depth  of  water,  and  is  by  no 
meane  bo  diffioult  of  ingress  as  baa  been  repre- 
^nted.  Thoee  enjoying  tbe  exclusive  commerce 
lave  probably  cherished  an  impression  so  favora- 
ble to  its  continuance^  growing  out  of  the  incom- 
ilete  survey  of  Lieutenant  BrougbtoB,madeunder 
:he4>rdetsof  Vanconvef,in  1798.  It  istrurthal 
:here  is  a  bar  extending  across  the  moutb  of  the 
-irer.  at  eitbei  eUreniiiy  of  which  are,  at  times, 
ippailiiig  breakers;  but  it  is  equally  ttve  that  it 
>i[ers,  at  tbe  lowest  tides,  a  depth  of  twenty-one 
eet  of  water  throughout  a  passage  exeinpt  from 
hem  of  neatly  a  kagoe  In  width.  The  BloMom, 
arryine  moi»  Kuns  than  ibe  Onlaiio,  encounter' 
Dg  a  change  of  wind  while  in  theohasnel,  was 
:oinpelled  lo  let  go  the  anehoi,  and,  when  agaf 
veigfaed, to  caefc  and. beat  in  order  to  reach  the 
istrbor,  yet  found  a  greater  depth,  and  met  with 
,0  difficulty  either  then  or  on  leaving  tbe  bay. 
Cite  survCT  marked  C  may  be  relied  on  for  its  ac- 
ur»«yh  Tbe-bearJags,  distanBcs,  and  sounding 
rere  taken  by  Captain  Mickey,  who  waa  kiJM 


enoiigh  to  lead  himself  to  the  examination,  and  10 
furnish  me  with  this-  result.  It  i^  tbe  more  inter- 
esting as  it  shows  that,  with  the  aid  of  buoys,  ibe 
MBS  to  veesels  of  almost  any  tonnage  may  be 
idered  sccoEe.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  suscep- 
tible of  entire  defence,  because  a  sbip^  after  passing 
tbe  bar,  in  wder  to  avoid  die  breaking  of  the  sea 
on  one  of  the  banks,  is  obliged  to  bear  up  direetly 
for  tbe  knoll  forming  the  cape,  at  all  times,  to  ap- 
ptcach  within  a  short  distance  of  its  base,  and 
most  frequently  then  to  aachor.  Thns^  a  small 
battery  erected  on  this  point,  in  conjnncltoo  with 
tbe  sarges  on  tba  opposite  side,  wonld  so  endanger 
the  approach  as  to  deter  an  enemy,  however  hardy, 
from  tne  attempt. 

wtlet,  tbe  only  one  between  the  thirty- 
eighth  aad  flfiy-ihird  dtgieea  of  latitude,  embraeee 
the  mtire  range  of  country  from  the  ocean  to  tbe 
mountains,  and  its  intirior  unites  the  advantage 
of  a  water  comBNmieation  throughout,  bv  meana 
of  the  man^  aireams  tribotary  to  tbe  Columbia ; 
two  of  whiob  d*eembc^[ue  opposite  to  each  other, 
widiin  twenty-five  leagues  of  the  port,  arenavi- 

Kble,  and  nearly  of  equal  magnitude  with  thia 
luiful  ri*er.  Tbe  ocean  teems  with  tbe  otter, 
(masiela^)  the.  seal,  and  the  wbak ;  wfeile  the 
main  land  aflbrds,  in  iniuimenUc  qonntiiies,  tbe 
oomiBoa  otter^  (musk,)  the  bear,  Ibe  bufiklo,  and 
tbe  whole  venety  of  deer. 

It  hat  beenoDnerred  bv  those  eiplorint  this 
coast  that  the  climate  to  the  soutliward  of  63  de- 
grees assnnses  a  mildness  unknown  in  tbe  same 
latitnde  oa  the  eastern  side  of  the  Continent. 
Without  digressing  to  speculate  ujmmi  tbecanse,  I 
will  merely  stale  Uatsuch  is  partwnbrly  the  fact 
io  46  degrees  IS  miaatee,  the  site  of  Fort  Oeorge. 
The  mercury  daring  the  Winter  seldom  deaeenda 
below  tbe  ireesiog  point ;  when  it  does  so,  it  is 
rarely  statioaary  for  any  uaaber  of  days,  and  the 
severity  of  tbe  teason  is  more  determined  by  the 
quantity  of  water  than  by  its  congelation.  The 
rains  usually. commence  with  November,  and  con- 
tinue to  fall  partially  until  tbe  latter  end  of  Mareh 
or  beginniagof  April.  A  benign  SprinEencceeds; 
and  when  the  Summer  heats  obtain,  they  are  so 
tenipeaed  by  showers  as  sddom  to  suspend  vege- 
tation. I  found  it  luxuriant  on  my  arrival,  and' 
during  a  fortnighl'a  stay  cxperieaerd  ne  change 
of  weather  to  retard  its  ooune.  The  soil  is  good; 
all  the  ceeeal,  gramina,  and  tnbeieos-  plants  may 
be  cnldvatcd  witk  advantage,  and  the  waten 
abotmd  in  salmon,  siurgcoD,  and  other  varieties  of 
fidL 

The  native! 
racter,  diSn  ei 
are  less  in  stature,  more  delicately  formed,  and 
singular  in  the  shape  of  the  head,  which,  in  in- 
foBcy,  is  compressed  between  two  small  plates  of 
wood  or  metal,  so  as  in  its  growth  to  obtain  the 
semUaooe  of  a  wedge.  They  are  inquisitive, 
cheerful,  sagacioos,  possess  fewer  of  tbe  vices  at* 
tributed  to  the  savage,  and  are  less  addicted  to 
cruelties  in  war ;  scalping  is  unknown  to  them, 
and  a  jxisoncr  suffers  the  inflieiion  of  no  other 
punishment  than  that  of  becoming  a  slave  to  Ihe 
captor;  but  as  they  neithep  sow  nor  reap,  an  ob- 
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server  cannot  eaiiljr  discprn  in  what  the  Krviiade 
coniiats.  Tbe  wants  of  ihe  one  are  lupplied  bjr 
his  awn  address  in  tbe  lue  of  the  bow  and  tbe 
•pear,  while  thoie  of  the  other  require  the  same 
enorlB  and  equal  skill  for  their  gralificalioii. 

The  language  on  the  aide  of  tbe  falls  bears  a 
■irong  analogy  to  thai  of  Nooika,  so  much  m 
that,  with  the  aid  of  a  Spanibb  vocabulary  of  the 
latter,  accompaDyinfc  the  voyage  of  Valdes,  1 
could,  DOtwiiWaading  the  Jm perfection  in  this 
mode  of  cooveyiog  and  of  obtatning  wund!^  n- 
presB  my  wants  and  be  perfectly  understood.  I 
met  with  several  of  the  natives  who  had  hereto- 
fore volunteered  on  board  of  some  one  of  our  vea- 
sds  in  their  fur  excursions,  two  of  whom  had  ac- 
quired a  sufficient  knowledge  of  our  language  to 
■j)eak  ii  with  some  ease,  and  wne  extremely  so- 
licitous lo  embark  with  us. 

I  regret  that  I  could  not  collect  sufficient  data 
upon  which  to  grouod  au  estimate  of  Ihe  funi 
gathered  on  the  Columbia ;  it  was  impnaiiible,  for 
reasons  thai  are  obvious.  Humboldt  has  under- 
taken to  number  those  of  the  otler  taken  on  the 
coast  am)  shipped  to  Chioa,  of  which  he  assigns 
five-sixthi  to  the  American ;  he  may  be  correct  in 
the  quantity,  but  ]  doubt  whether  the  proportion 
be  quite  so  great,  as  ii  frequeoily  happens  that  the 
Bnglish  adventurer  confides  his  stuck  to  our  coun- 
trymen in  order  to  participate  in  the  benefit  of  a 
market,  from  a  direct  iotercoune  witb  which  he 
is  excluded  by  the  laws  of  bis  country. 

Perhaps  I  have  gone  too  much  into  detail  j  but 
it  appeared  to  me  ibat,  by  eshifaitiog  the  import- 
ance of  the  position  OQly,  1  should  not  have  ful- 
filled the  object  of  the  Presidect;  that  it  was 
equally  incumbent  upou  me  lo  ijresent  a  view  of 
the  country,  of  its  innahitants,  of  iu  resources,  of 
its  approach,  and  of  itu  means  of  defence.  I  sball 
now  conclude  with  the  relation  of  an  occurrence 
which  may  and  ought  to  influence  the  course  to 
be  adopted  and  pursued  as  to  this  atation. 

The  speculations  of  Humboldt,  his  glowing 
descriptions  of  the  soil  and  climate  of  this  pro- 
vince, have  probably  given  a  new  direction  lo 
the  ambition  of  Runia,  and  determined  itH  Em- 
peror to  the  acquiulion  of  empire  in  America. 
Until  1816  tbe  settlementa  of  tbin  Power  did  not 
reach  to  the  southward  of  55°,*  and  were.of  no 
coDsideratioD,  although  dignified  by  them  with 
the  title  of  RusxisD  America.  In  the  commence- 
ment of  that  year  two  distinct  establiahments 
were  made,  of  a  different  and  of  a  more  imposing 
character :  the  first  at  Aiuui,  one  of  the  Sandwich 
ialands;  the  other  in  this  vicinity,  within  a  few 
leagues  of  San  FranciMm,  the  most  northerly  pos- 
session of  Spain,  in  37°  66'.  The  aketch  I  sobjoio, 
marked  D,  was  procured  from  a  member  of*^  the 
Ouvernment  at  this  place;  from  whom  I  also 
learned  that  its  augmentaiion  has  since  become 
so  considerable  as  to  excite  serious  alarm.  Two 
ships  left  this  on  their  way  thither  a  few 


■  Chart  of  Ibe  dlseoveriM  of  Rimisn  navrgston, 
pnblMbad  by  order  of  the  Emperor  in  1803  ;  referred 
to  b;  Uanhnldl,  in  hi*  Viaiv  of  New  Spain;  trsntta- 
tioo,  pago  97D,  vol.  %  (Not*.) 


days  aoterior  to  our  arrival ;  tbe  one  having  on 
board  mechanics  of  every  desciipiion,  togeihei 
with  implements  of  husbandry.  We  passed  saffi- 
cienlly  near  the  spot  assigned  to  it  to  distinguiik 
the  coast  with  some  precision,  and  ascertained 
that  it  was  an  open  road — a  circnnuiaoce  thai 
renders  the  position  liable  to  many  objections,  if 
intended  to  be  permanent;  in  other  mpeets,  the 
choice  is  judicious  for  an  infant  colony-  It  enjoy] 
a  climate  still  milder  than  that  of  Columbia,  is 
environed  by  a  beautiful  country,  and  itspfoxlmit; 
to  an  old  aetilement  enables  the  Rossian  to  par- 
take of  the  Dumerous  herds  of  black  catlfe  and 
horses  that  have  been  there  multiplying  for  the 
last  fifty  yeara.  The  port  of  St.  Francis  is  one  of 
the  most  convenient,  eitmaive,  and  safe  in  the 
world,  wholly  without  defence,  and  in  the  ncigb' 
borbood  of  a  feeble,  diffused,  and  diaaffected  popn- 
lauon-  Under  all  these  circumstances,  may  we 
not  infer  views  to  the  early  possession  of  this  bar 
bar,  and  ultimately  to  tbe  sovereignly  of  m tire 
CBlifornial  Surely  the  growth  of  a  race  cm 
these  shores,  acarcel^  emerged  from  the  savagt 
state,  guided  by  a  chief  who  seeks  not  to  emanci- 
pate but  to  enthral,  is  an  event  to  be  dqireeated— 
an  event,  ibe  mere  apprehension  of  which  ooght 
to  excite  the  jealousies  of  the  United  StaiiO,  n 
far,  at  least,  as  to  induce  tbe  cautionary  measure 
of  preserving  a  station  which  may  serve  as  a  bar- 
rier to  a  northern  aggrandizement.  I 

i  have  not  been  alile  to  gather  other  infortnalion 
respecting  the  settlement  at  Aiooi  than  thit  of  an  I 
assurance  of  Its  existence — a  fact  corroborated  1^ 
the  visit  of  the  two  ships  to  those  islands  in  their 
route  hither.  The  Russians  are  not  yet  wch  en- 
terprising navigators  as  to  sugment  sea  risks  br 
extending  a  voyage  several  thousand  miles  with- 
out an  object  Such  was  the  case  in  this  instance, 
unletn  connected  wiib  tbe  settlement,  as  they  bad 
sailed  from  Lima  abundantly  supplied  a  fewweeki 
prior  to  my  first  visit  to  that  city,  in  April  lasi. 

These  islands  yield  the  sandal  wood,  so  much 
esteemed  in  China,  and  have  been  resorted  to  by 
our  vessels  for  years  past,  not  only  in  aeareh  til    . 
this  valuable  article,  but  of  the  necessary^  stock  of    I 
fresh  provisions  to  snpply  the  crew  daring  tlidr 
cruise  on  tbe  northwest  coast.    How  far  thu  ia- 
tercourae  may  be  affected  hereafier  by  this  cs-    | 
croacbment,  is  also  a  subject  for  the  coaaidaaiita 
of  tbe  President.  | 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  note  marked 
E,  of  the  autboritiea,  Spanish  as  well  aa  Bnghih, 
that  have  fallen  under  my  view,  illnstnting  ihe 
dikcovery  of  the  Columbia  by  Mr.  Qny,  in  ITSl. 
Its  subsequent  occupation  in  1811,  by  which  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States  was  CMnpleted, 
to  the  exclusion  of  any  Eurojpean  claimani,  i<  a 
fact  of  which  the  surrender  of  the  sole  establish- 
ment 00  the  river  is  conclusive  evidence 

I  bare  tbe  honor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  a  PREVOST. 

A. 

Act  t^  mmnder  and  adaumltdgmtiit. 

la  obedience  to  the  commands  of  His  Rnal 

Highnesa  the  Princ«  Regent,  signified  in  a  ma- 
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patch  rram  tbe  right  honorable  Earl  Bnthoni,  ad- 
dressed to  the  partners  or  agents  of  the  Norihwest 
CompiDy,  bearing  date  S7th  January,  1816,  and 
in  obedience  to  subseqaent  orders,  dated  the  36th 
July  last,  rrom  William  H.  Sheriff,  Esq.,  Captain 
of  His  Mwjttty's  ship  Andromache,  we,  the  un- 
deniffDed,  do,  in  coniormity  to  ibe  first  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  restore  to  the  Ooverntnent 
of  the  United  Slates,  through  il^  agent,  J.  B.  Pre- 
Tost,  Esq.,  the  tettl«nieni  of  Fort  Oeorge,  on  the 
rirer  Columbia. 

Given  under  our  hands,  in  iriplicale,  at  Fort 
Geo^e,  Columbia  river,  this  6th  October,  1818. 
F.  HICKEY, 
CatptamofH.  M.  SMp  Bloum. 
JAMES  KEITH, 
0/  th3  Korihvttt  Compony. 
I  do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  this  day  re- 
ceired,  on  behalf  of  the  GoTernmeat  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  the  possesion  of  the  settlement  desig- 
nated above,  in  conformity  to  the  firat  article  of 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

Given  under  my  hand,  in   triplicate,  at  Fort 
George,  Columbia  river,  tbia  6th  October,  1B18. 
J.  B.  PREVOST, 
Agent  fm  (he  VhiOd  Slatt*. 

No.  1. 
Mr:  Ksith  to  Mr.  Prtvoit. 
Fort  Georue,  Colitmbia  River, 

Ortob«r  6.  1818. 
Sir:  Now  that  the  realitniion  and  the  settle- 
ment have  been  made,  and  that  the  Northwest 
Company  are  still  allowed  to  occupy  it  in  the 
prosecution  of  their  commercial  pursuits,  permit 
roe  to  submit  to  you  the  following  important  que- 
ries, to  which  I  request  a  candiilaQd  explicit  re- 
a  Whether  or  not  you  feel  authorized,  oit 
air  of  the  United  Slates,  to  tender  me  any 
a^urance,  or  to  aSbrd  any  ^ecurLtr,  that  no  aban- 
donment or  relinquishment  of  said  settlement  will 
be  claimed  by  your  Government  in  favor  of  any 
of  its  subjects,  to  tbe  ejectment  and  exclusion  of 
said  Northwest  Company,  prior  to  the  final  decis- 
ion of  tbe  right  of  sovereignly  to  the  country  be- 
tween our  respective  Governments?  And  pend- 
ing such  dimiussion,  as  also  in  the  event  of  such 
sovereigBtr  being  confirmed  to  the  United  States, 
may  the  Northwest  Company  implicitly  rely  on 
the  juNiice  ond  equity  of  vour  Goverameot,  that 
Bdeqoate  allo^rance  will  oe  made  for  any  exien- 
lion  or  smeKoration  of  aforesaid  settlement,  or  of 
the  trade  dependent  thereon,  of  which  circnm- 
iiances  may  from  time  to  time  suggest  the  pro- 
orittj  7     I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

JAMES  KEITH, 
Acting  for  tdf  o/kA  Northvat  Co. 
J.  B.  PRETOST,  Esq. 

No.  2. 
Fort  George,  Coldubia, 
OiAj(im-6,  1818. 
Sis  :  In  ansirer  to  your  note  of  tbia  morning,  I 
are  the  boDor  to  state  that  the  prineipai  object 


of  the  President  in  sending  me  thus  far  was  to  ob- 
tain such  information  of  the  place,  of  its  access, 
and  of  its  commercial  importance,  as  might  enaUe 
!.:_  ._  -y]jmj[  [Q  [fjg  consideration  of  Congress 
for  the  protection  and  extension  of  the 
esiabtishment.  From  hence  you  will  perceive  that, 
until  tba  sense  of  the  Government  may  be  taken 
upon  my  report,  any  assurances  I  might  ofier  to 
meet  the  wishes  expressed  by  you  would  be  aa 
unauthorized  as  unavailing. 

1,  however,  air,  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  should  it  hereafter  comport  with  the  views 
of  the  nation  to  foster  the  settlement,  any  claim 
of  the  Northwest  Company,  justified  by  iheusagea 
of  nations,  will  be  liquidated  with  great  liberality ; 
and  that,  should  its  policy  induce  a  system  of  ex- 
-'-- iion,iiwill  never  extend  to  your  removal  with- 
sufficient  notice  to  prevent  loss  and  injury  to 
the  company. 

I  cannot  tat 
_iy  approbation  o 
lisliment  so  precarioos  bas  been  managed,  nor 
withaui  offering  a  hope  that  the  same  judicious 


James  Keith,  Ac. 


J.  B.  PREVOST. 


IfeU  mid  authoriOa. 

Relacioit  del  Viate  Heelo  por  las  Goletas  Sutie 
y  Mexicsna,  in  1792,  published  tu  1803,  page  157. 

Introduction  to  the  same,  page  95. 

Chart  accompanying  the  work,  in  which  the 
month  of  the  Columbia  is  stated  only  as  an  en- 
trance "seen"  by  Hacata  and  Q,uadra,  to  whom 
the  discovery  is  ascribed. 

Maurelle,  the  pilot,  who  published  an  account 
r  the  voyage.  This  work  has  been  translated  by 
Barrington,  and  is  referred  to  in   ' 


Vancouver,  Isl  volume,  quarto  edition,  SIO,  314, 
215. 

2d  volume,  74,  observations  incorporated  with 
the  report  of  Lieutenant  Broughlon  Mears,  who 
also  perceived  indent,  but  couTd  discover  no  en- 
trance, and  examined  the  northern  point  "  Disap- 
pointment," which  it  still  leaves. 

The  Chetalier  dt  FdUliea  to  tin  Seeraary  o/  State. 
WaBBiKOTON,  Jan.  30,  [Feb.  11,}  18S2. 

The  undersigned.  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Russiaii,  in  consequence  of  orders 
which  have  lately  reached  him,  hastens  herewith 
to  transmit  to  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State  in 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs,  a  printed  copv 
of  the  r^ulaiioo  adopted  by  the  Russian  Ameri- 
can Company,  and  sanctioned  by  His  Imperial 
Majesty,  relative  to  foreizn  commerce  in  the 
waters  bordering  the  eatablisbments  of  the  said 
company  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America. 

The  undersigned  conceives  it  to  be,  moreover, 
his  duty  to  inurm  Mr.  Adnmi  that  the  Imperw 
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OoTenuDCQt,  in  idopting  ihe  regnlation,  suppoaei 
thai  »  foreign  ship,  which  shall  have  Nilea  from 
a  European  poit  afier  the  1st  of  March,  1822,  or 
from  ODe  of  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales  atwr 
the  Ist  of  July  of  Ilic  same  year,  cannot  lawfnllf 
pretend  ignoraaee  of  tl)e>e  new  measarei. 

The  undersigned  eagerly  embraces  this  occasion 
of  offering  to  Mr.  Adams  the  assurance  of  bis 
high  coaiideration. 

PIERRE  DE  POLETICA. 

Mr.  Adamb,  Stmtary  of  Stab. 


Edict  ^  HU  Imperial  MajtAy,  AvUiarat  of  ailOi* 

The  Directing  Senate  maketh  known  unto  all 
men: 

Whereas,  in  an  edict  of  His  Imperial  Majesty, 
issued  to  the  Directing  Senate  on  the  4th  day  of 
September,  and  signed  by  His  Imperial  Majesty's 
own  hand,  it  is  thus  expressed: 

"Observing,  from  reports  submitted  to  us,  that 
the  trade  of  oar  sabjects  on  the  Aleutian  islands, 
and  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  apper- 
taining unto  Russia,  is  subjected,  because  of  se- 
cret and  illicit  traffic,  to  oppression  and  impedi- 
ments; and  finding  that  the  principal  cause  of 
these  difficulties  is  the  want  of  rules  establishing 
the  boundaries  for  nsTigation  along  these  coasts, 
and  the  order  of  naval  communication,  as  well  in 
these  places  as  on  the  whole  of  the  eastern  coast 
of  Siberia  and  the  Eurile  islaads,  we  have  deemed 
it  necetnary  to  determine  these  communications 
by  specific  regulatiouK,  which  are  hereto  attached. 

"In  forwarding  these  regulations  to  the  Direct- 
ing Senate,  we  command  that  the  same  be  pub- 
lished for  unirereal  information,  and  that  the  pro- 
per measures  be  taken  to  carry  them  into  exe- 
cution." 

COUNT  D.  GURIEF, 

MiaMer  of  Ftnancu. 

It  is,  thet«fore,  decreed  by  the  Directing  Senue 
that  His  Imperial  Majesty's  edict  be  pubUshed  for 
the  information  of  all  men,  and  that  the  same  be 
obeyed  by  alt  whom  it  may  concers; 
(The  original  is  signed  by  the  Directing  Senate.] 
Pttaled  at  St  Petersburg.  In  the  Senatt^Sep- 
tember?,  1821. 

[On  the  original  is  writteii,  in  the  handwriting 
df  Mis  Imperial  Majesty,  thus;] 
Be  it  accordingly. 

ALEXANDER. 
Y  OaTHDFF,  Sept.  4, 1821. 


Jt«&(  aiiMi^ttd  for  lie  limit*  of  naUgaUea  <imd 

onto- c^  cnsmuiMiMtiMi  along  the  eoeut  of  lk»  Ead- 

tm  Stbsria,  the  nor^watem  oaatl  of  Jaurica,  tuut 

ti*  Jieutian,  Kvnk,  and  other  itUmd». 

Sec.  1.  The  pursuits  of  commerce,  wbaliiw, 

and  fishery,  awl  of  alt  other  industry,  on  all  Id- 

ands,  ports,  and  gulfs,  including  the  whole  of  the 

norlbwestcoMt  of  AmerioB,  beginning  from  Bhei^ 

ing^  Stoait  to  the  flf\y-finit  degree  of  nortberu  lat- 

itoila  -,  alto  from  the  Aleutian  islands  to  the  east- 


ern coast  of  Siberia,  as  well  a*  along  ihcKutile 
islands  from  Bhering  Strait  to  the  sonth  ctpe  af 
the  island  of  Urup,  viz :  to  45  degrees,  50  miasia 
northern  latitude,  are  exduiirely  granted  to  Rb- 
sian  subjects. 

Sec.  2.  It  is  therefore  prohibited  toallfor^ 
vessds  not  only  to  land  on  the  coasts  and  iiln^s 
bdonging  to  Russia,  as  stated  abor^  bat  sisolo 
approach  them  within  leu  than  a  bandied  Italiu 
rnUes.  The  transgressor's  veaael  is  snbjeci  loc«. 
fiscation,  along  with  the  whole  cargo. 

Sic.  3.  An  exception  to  [hi*  rtite  it  to  be  aiit 
in  favor  of  veMels  carried  thither  by  heavy  ^m, 
or  real  want  of  provisions,  and  unable  to  mike 
any  other  shores  but  such  at  belong  to  Rmsii) 
in  these  cases  they  are  obliged  to  produce  can- 
fineing  iiroofs  of  actual  reason  for  sucb  bd  eicep- 
tion.  Snips  of  friendly  Governments,  nietelf  on 
discoveries,  are  likewise  exempt  from  the  fortgo- 
iogrule,  (section  2.)  In  this  case,  bowevtf,  IHf 
must  previously  be  provided  with  passpoitt  &on 
the  Russian  Minister  of  the  NaT7. 

Sbc.  4.  Foreign  merchant  ships  which,  briti- 
sons  stated  in  the  foregoing  rtde,  totich  »  uf  of 
the  aboTe-mentioned  coasts,  ore  obliged  to  n- 
dearor  to  choose  a  place  where  Russians  are  kI- 
tied,  and  to  act  as  hereunder  stated. 

Sec.  5.  On  the  arrival  of  a  foreign  merehtiit 
ship,  wind  and  weather  permitting,  a  pilot  wi 
meet  her  to  appoint  an  anchoring  place  t^vr 
priated  for  the  purpoaCk  The  CKptam  who,  soi- 
witbstanding  tbis,  anchors  eb^here  «i:iwiit 
being  able  to  anigD  a  proper  reason  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  place,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  on  hv- 
dted  dollars. 

S£C.  6.  All  rawing  boats  of  foreign  merchiU 
vessels  are  obliged  to  laad  at  one  place  ajqwidtd 
for  them,  wbere,  in  the  daytime,  a  white  fli^  i^ 
hung  out,  and  at  night  a  lantern,  aad  wkettt 
clerk  is  to  atltud  continually  to  prevent  imptfltMg 
and  exporting  any  articles  or  goods.  Whotra 
lands  at  any  other  place,  even  without  an  intai 
of  smuggling,  shall  pay  ■  fine  of  fiAydollan;ul 
if  a  person  be  discovered  bringing  any  srtida 
ashore,  a  fine  of  five  hundred  iKiUarE  is  to  betf- 
acted,  and  the  goods  to  be  confiscated. 

Sec.  7.  The  commanders  of  laid  veveli  buf 
in  want  of  piovisiOBS,  stores,  £«.,  for  the  coaiiBt- 
ation  of  their  voyase,  are  bound  to  a|^y  to  ih( 
comniander  of  the  ptao^  who  will  ammtit  wtei 
thete  may  he  obtained,  after  wkicb  tbey  latTt 
without  tufficnlty,  send  theijt  boats  th«e  to  in- 
cure  all  tbey  want.  Wbotoever'  deviates  UMt 
this  rule  shall  pay  a  fine  of  one  bnttdied  dollar 

Sbc.  8.  If  it  be  unavoidably  for  the  purpoM^ 
repairing  or  careening  a  foreign  tnerchant  tUfr 
that  she  discharge  tbe  whole  cargo,  the  masta  e 
obliged  to  ask  the  permiesiaii  <rf  ine  commtBdet 
of  the  place.  In  tnis  case  tbe  captain  sball  i^ 
liver  to  the  commander  an  exact  list  of  the  diIbic 
and  quality  of  the  goods  diacbareed.  Every  me 
who  omits  to  report  any  part  of  toe  cargo  will  ht 
suspected  of  emuggling,  and  shall  pays  fiaeol 
one  thousand  dollars. 

aso.  9.  All  exgKusaa  iwaorred  by  these  veiadt 
during  their  stay  in  ilta  Rmsim  lerritoriet  no' 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


21tf 


APPBNmX. 

Qnat  BrUaiH  ami  BMttia~NoititKtd  CdmL 


2146 


be  ptid  in  caafa  or  bille  of  oxcfaange.  In  oMe, 
itowerer,  the  «*ptBiDs  of  Iboe  atups  hk*e  no  mo- 
ae^  OB  twuil,  and  ODhody  give*  MCMiiy  for  ihcir 
boadt,  tbe  eoiniB>Dder  can,  M  lluai  request,  aihnr 
the  mIc  of  MMh  artKlcL  vCorei,  or  goodi,  lequifed 
meidy  ior  delnying  tbe  Bbora-staied  ejpoam. 
Thcee  mIn,  howerer,  caa  be  made  oalr  to  >br 
eooipuy,  «ad  tbtou^  the  meana  of  the  coin- 
josoder,  but  maat  not  exceed  the  expeiues  erf  the 


Ssc.  ICk  As  woo  ■■  Hid  foNign  merehaat  tcs- 
■eU  are  nadjr  for  tbeit  cargoes,  itotea,  proviaioiu, 
&«.,  they  must  imntediati^  proceed  lo  laie  thBtn 
in;  and  aAer  an  ezamiDaiioe,  if  they  have  loaded 
all  the  ahare-ttatad  articles,  aai  a  wiiicen  certiii' 
Gate  of  ibeii  not  having  left  any  tbiog  bthiad, 
thxy  anio  *et  nil. 

Such  vessels  as  have  not  been  unloaded  ue 
liitewiae  Milnected  to  nil  without  the  Inst  dday, 
as  soon  as  they  aK  able  to  proceed  to  *t^. 

Sbc.  11.  It  IS  prohibited  to  all  cammanden  of 
said  foreign  v«b*bI*,  commiMiaortn,  and  othera, 


-whosDeTBi  tbey  may  be,  to  recfiive  any  articles, 

-Dtea.  or  goods  in  those  places  where  tbey^  will 

tve  landed,  except  in  the  case  as  perseotioB  7, 


larrying 
shall  be 


under  peaalty  of  soizure  of  their  ^ip  and  cargo. 

Sbg.  13.  It  is  prohibited  to  these  foreign  ^ips 
to  reedva  on  boud,  withunt  especial  petmissioa 
oif  the  commaadecs,  any  of  the  people  in  the  ser- 
vice of  tbe  oompony,  or  of  the  fi>retgiien  living  in 
the  company's  settlements. 

Ship*  promed  to  have  tbe  inientien  of 
off  any  peison  belongiag  to  tbe  colony 
seiced. 

Sbc.  13.  ETerynnrebss^,  sale,  or  barter,  uspn^ 
bibited  betwiit  a  foreign  merchant  ship  and  {leo- 
|de  in  tbe  service  of  the  company.  Thu  prohibi- 
tioa  extends  equally  to  those  wo  are  on  t^ote 
and  to  those  employed  in  the  company's  sbipa. 

Any  ship  acting  againat  this  rule  shall  pay  five 
timea  the  value  of  um       '  ' 

probibi 

Sbc.  U.  It  i*  likewiie  iniodieted  to  focein 
ihipa  to  carry  on  any  traffic  w  buler  with  tbe 
3atives  of  tbe  islands  aad  of  the  northwMl  coast 
of  AtneHca,  in  the  whole  aicothBreiabava  men- 
tioocd.    A  ship  convicted  of  tbiii  trade  shall  be 


Bmc.  X&.  All  aitiolei.  stoMs.  toA  goods,  found 
OB  sfaoreifl  porU  or  harbors  beiongioa  to  Runiaa 
sobjeoa,  (carrying  on  prohibited  traffic,)  or  to  fot- 
eign  veaacls,  are  lo  be  seised. 

Sk).  is.  The  forrign  merchant  ships  lying  is 
harbor,  or  in  the  roads,  dare,  under  no  preteoce, 
send  001  their  boats  to  vessels  at  sea,  or  to  those 
already  come  in,  until  they  have  been  spohea  to 
and  nsiled,  according  to  the  existiag  el 
Whenever  a  forngpt  vcsd  hoists  a  yelW 
aonoBnoe  an  iaiieBtioiis  disease  being 
thesnapconw  of  the  sanw,  or  any  other  oangM  oi 
which  she  wishes  to  be  iiead,  ercry  commoniBa- 
tion  ii  inlevdicted  nniil  nid  flag  is  taken  down. 
From  this  rnle,  however,  axe  exnepled  persons 
ai^iotnifldforthepaipase,  and  whose  boats  are  un- 
der the  eolors  of  tbe  Raasian  Amentan  Company- 
nth  Con.  1st  Bess.— 68 


Any  ve»el  acting  contraxy  to  tbisngiitatioa 
shall  pay  a  fine  of  £.««  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  17.  No  ballast  may  be  ibrown  overbonid 
but  in  such  places  as  are  sppoioted  by  the  com- 
manders. The  treosgiessor  w  liable  to  a  fine  of 
five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  18.  To  all  foreign  mambaDi  ships,  dwiiy 
their  stay  in  ancborjog  places,  harbots,  or  roads, 
it  i»  prohibited  to  have  liieir  guns  loaded  either 
with  tells  or  cartridges,  under  the  riuk  of  payivf 
a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  for  each  gun. 

Sbc.  19.  No  forei^  mercbaBi  ship  in  port,  or 
in  the  roads,  or  riding  at  anchor,  may  fire  guns  oi 
muskets  without  previoosly  informing  the  cota- 
;  maitder  of  tbe  place  or  seltiemeDt.  unless  it  be  for 
j  pilots,  signelizing  tbe  .'iame  by  the  .firing  of  one, 
:  two,  or  three  g^uns,  aod  hoisting  her  coHus,  as  is 
I  customary  Jn  similar  wants.  In  actii^  coslnry 
thereto,  she  is  subjected  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
dollars  for  each  shot. 

Sec.  so.  On  tbe  arrival  of  a  foreign  ship  in  the 
harbor,  or  in  the  roods,  a  boat  will  immediately 
be  eent  to  meet  ber,  and  to  deliver  lo  the  captain 
a  printed  copy  of  tbese  r«ulatioqs,  for  atbich  he 
must  give  receipt  in  a  booK  destined  for  the  pur- 
pose. He  is  further  obliged  to  state  in  Ihe  bod^ 
■11  information  re<|uiied  of  foreign  vessels.  AU 
ships  refuning  lo  comply  wttb  these  ri^olationa 
dare  not  aiq»rDa«h  tbe  harbor,  roada,  ot  any  an- 
choring place. 

Sco.  21.  The  captain  of  a  foreign  meiehaat 
sttip,  coming  to.HIKhor  in  a  port,  or  in  the  roads, 
is  obliged,  on  bis  arrival,  to  give  a  statement  of 
the  health  of  the  ship's  crew }  and  should,  after 
this,  a  contagious  illne»:i  be  discovered  on  boatd  of 
his  vessel,  be  must  immediately  inform  thecont- 
mander  of  the  place  thereof.  The  vessel,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  will  be  either  sent  oS^  or  put 
under  quarantine  in  a  place  appropriated  for  the 
purpose,  when  the  crew  may  E>e  cured  without 
putting  Ibe  inbabitauls  in  daitger  of  infection. 
Should  tbe  captain  of  such  a  ship  oonoeal  the  cirr 
cumstance,  the  same  will  be  confiscated,  with  lux 
whole  cargo. 

Sec.  32.  The  master  of  a  vesel,  at  the  rev^ 
of  the  conwaander  of  a  place,  is  obliged  to  pn>- 
dHce  a  list  of  the  whole  crew  and  all  ii(c  patseu- 
gers ;  and,  should  be  omit  any,  he  shall  pay  a  ^Bfe 
of  one  hundred  dollars  for  every  one  Ufl  otu. 

8eo.  23.  The  captains  are  bouiHl  to  k«^  tbsir 
crews  in  strict  order  and  proper  behaviour  op  ihie 
and  in  the  ports,  and  likewise  le  preveot 


elbwOu:,  to 
OBboara,  or 


thck  Iradiag  or  bartering  with  the  company's  peo- 
ple. Thry  are  answerable  for  the  conduct  of  tneir 
sailors  and  other  inferiors. 


answeraUe  for  the  conduct  of  tl 
T  inferiors.  Illicit  trada  carried  on 
^r  sailors  subjects  the  vessel  to  the  seme  penalty 
as  if  done  by  the  captain  himself;  because  it  woe 
easy  fur  the  captains  lo  oarry  on  Emu^liog  with- 
out putUKhmeut,  and  justify  themselves  by  ihiow- 
iag  tbe  fault  on  the  sailors.  Therelbra,  every 
article  found  upon  sailors,  which  tbey  could  not 
hide  in  their  pockets,  or  under  their  clothes,  to 
screen  from  their  superiors,  sold  or  brought  on 
shore,  will  be  coiksidered  as  contraband  from  the 
ship,  and  is  subject  to  the  prescribed  fine. 
Sec.  24.    Foreign  men-of-war  sball  likewise 
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ooroply  with  (he  aboTe-atated  re^latioos  for  Ihe 
merchanl  shipa,  to  maialaiu  ihe  rif^hts  sad  benefit 
of  ihecotopaay.  Id  caaeof  oppositioo,  complaitits 
will  be  made  to  <hm  QoTernroeatB. 

Sb«.  S5.  Id  case  a  ihip  of  the  Russian  Impe- 
rial navy,  or  one  belonsiDg  lo  the  Russian  Amer- 
ican ConipaDy,  meet  a  forei^  Teisel  OQlheaixiTe- 
sttted  coasts,  in  harbon  or  roads  witfaia  the  be- 
fore-meniioned  limits,  and  the  commander  find 
OTonnds,  by  the  present  regulation,  that  the  ship 
be  liable  to  seizure,  he  is  to  act  as  follows: 

Sbo.  26.  The  commander  of  a  Russian  ve»el, 
Hispecting  a  foreign  to  be  liable  lo  confiscation, 
must  inquire  and  search  the  same,  and,  finding 
her  guilty,  take  poaseasion  of  her.  Should  th« 
foreign  vessel  resiel,  he  is  to  employ,  first,  persna- 
■ion,  then  threats,  and  at  last  force;  endearoring, 
however,  at  all  eveoLv  to  do  this  witb  as  mocn 
reserre  as  possible.  If  the  foreign  vessel  employ 
force  against  force,  then  he  shall  consider  the 
same  as  an  erideni  enemy,  and  force  her  to  sur- 
render according  to  the  naval  laws. 

Sac.  37.  After  getting  every  thing  in  order  and 
safety  on  hoard  the  foreign  vessel,  the  commander 
"of  the  Russian  ship,  or  the  officer  seat  by  him^ 
shall  demand  the  journal  of  the  captured  vessel, 
and  on  the  spot  shall  note  down  in  the  same  that, 
on  sneh  a  daf,  month,  and  year,  at  such  an  hour, 
and  in  such  a  place,  he  met  such  and  such  a  for- 
eign vessel ;  and  shall  give  a  brief  account  of  the 
circumstance,  pursuit,  and,  finally  of  the  seizure. 
After  signing  ttie  same,  he  shall  desire  the  captain 
of  the  captured  vessel  to  confirm  the  same  in  his 
own  hanawriiisg. 

Should  he,  however,  refuse  to  sign  the  «ame, 
the  Russian  officer  is  to  repeat  his  summons  in 
presence  of  all  the  officers ;  and  if,  on  this,  it  be 
•gain  refused,  and  nobody  will  sign  in  lieu  of  the 
captain,  he  it  then  to  add  this  circumstance,  signed 
by  bimsdf. 

After  this  arrangement,  the  Journal,  list  of  the 
erew,  passports,  invoices,  accounts,  and  all  further 
papers,  respectmg  the  views  and  pursuits  of  the 
voyage  of  the  vessel,  shall  be  put  up  in  one  parcel, 
■s  welt  as  all  private  papers,  viz :  the  journals  of 
the  officers,  letters,  dte.,  and  sealed  with  the  seals 
of  tbe  Russian  officer,  and  those  of  the  captain 
and  fliBi  officer  of  the  foreign  vessel.  This  packet 
shall  remain  unsealed  with  the  commander  of  the 
Kmtimn  vessel  until  their  arrival  in  the  port  of 
Bl.  Peter  and  Paul,  where  it  shall  be  deposited  io 
the  court,  as  mentioned  in  section  33.  Besides 
this,  every  thing  else  must  be  sealed  by  the  Rns- 
■ian  officer  and  the  foreign  captain  that  is  not  re- 
qnisite  for  the  continuation  of  the  voyage  lo  the 

rof  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  excepting  tbe  effects 
immediate  and  sole  use  of  the  ship's  cre~ 
which  shall  not  be  withheld  from  them. 

Bsc.  88.  Having  thus  fixed  all  means  of  pi 
caution,  the  officer  sent  to  arrest  the  foreign  vessel 
riiall  instantly  make  his  report  to  his  cEief,  and 
await  hit  orders. 

Sec.  29.  Thus  should,  by  any  cause  stated  in 
the  second,  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  twenty-first  sec- 
tions of  these  regulations,  a  foreign  vessel  be  aub- 
Jeoted  to  confiscation  in  any  port  near  the  aettle- 


ment*  of  the  Rntsian  American  Compaiiy,  ikt 
commands  of  thai  settlement  is  obliged  dlkniii 
ask  the  Bssistaoce  of  the  Russian  maa-of-wu,  if 
there  be  any,  and  the  commander  of  which,  on  n- 
ceipt  of  a  written  request,  is  oUiged  to  aircsi  IW 
vessel,  and  use  all  the  precantions  prescribed  li 
the  foregoing  article  ;  or,  if  there  be  no  Rotuui 
man-of-war  in  the  harbor  or  itsneighbarh(K><l,ud 
the  commander  of  tbe  settlement  find  that  be  «td 
his  people  can  arrest  the  vessel  by  theniselva,  h 
,hen  is  to  act  according  to  the  twenty-sixth,  Iroi- 
:y-sevenUi,  and  twenty-eighth  sections ;  lod,  pat- 
ting ashore  the  captam,  and  every  means  ofgHiiig  j 
the  vessel  away,  he  must  endeavor,  assoon  iipot-  ' 
sible,  to  give  information  of  this  event,  fiibn  u 
the  Oorernor  of  the  colonies  of  the  RoeIu 
American  Company,  or  tbe  commander  of  ike 
Imperial  man-of-war,  if  it  be  known  trbae  tbe 

Sic.  30.  When,incontequenceof  tachartpmi, 
the  Oovernor  of  the  colonies  shall  KOd  a  con- 
pany's  veaiel,  or  a  Oovernmrat  vessel  amiiig, 
then  the  commander  of  the  place  shall  delirntf 
the  vewd  seized,  and  all  belonging  to  ber,  ud 
shall  report  respecting  his  reasons  for  codGusiid; 
the  vetseL 

The  commander  of  the  vessel  tibiiij 
charge  of  the  seizure,  nei  inventory,  shall  enii' 
ine  immediately  into  all  circumstances  mentJoned, 
and  compare  it  with  tbe  accountt  of  the  connDtB' 
derof  the  seitlemeni,  who  will  give  every  (Jscr- 
da t ion  required. 

Sec.  32.  All  vessels  detained  by  RostitE  nm- 
of-war  are  ordered  by  these  regulation)  ig  bt 
brought  to  the  port  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  wb»n 
Ihe  sentence  is  to  be  passed  on  them  by  a  court  «■ 
tablished  for  adjudging  such  cases. 

Beo.  33.  This  court,  under  the  preaideney  of  >!>' 
commander  of  Kamtschatka,  shall  consist  of  <bt 
three  senior  officers  under  him,  and  of  thf  com- 
missioner of  the  Russian  American  compaiiT. 

Sec.  34.  As  toon  as  a  Russian  vessel,  bringiag 
into  the  port  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul  a  foreign  ns- 
scl  arretted  by  her,  has  come  to  aoclwr  in  tbt 
place  anigned  her,  the  cotnmander  ofbniiia- 
mediatdy  to  repair  lo  the  commander  of  Kin)- 
Bcfaatka,  stating  briefly  what  vessel  he  hat  brongiil 
in,  the  number  of  the  cnw  and  of  the  sick,  tpw- 
fnng  their  diseases,  and  reporting  likewise  wbtdxi 
tbe  vessel  has  tuffieieot  victuals,  and  wbatgiK^ 
guns,  and  other  amu,  powder,  &c.,  are  on  nitid. 

Sec.  85.  The  commander  of  Eamtsehstkt,  oo 
receiving  this  report,  will  order  two  offiensiid 
a  sufficient  number  of  men  on  board  the  deuiitd 

Sec.  36.  These  two  officers,  t<^ther  with  tb 
officers  who  brought  in  the  detained  ship,  «Im 
on  board,  ave  to  summon  tbe  master,  and  two  of 
his  mates,  or  men  in  command  next  to  him,  iw^ 
all  the  seals  put  on  the  vessel,  and  then,  (skiig 
them  oSl  bMin  iminediatriy  to  make  an  accDnK 

llthei 

cert  on  both  sides  who  were  present  in  diaviagn 
up.  The  commander  of  Kemtschatka  is  te  ■" 
all  possible  ende&Tors  to  secure  fiom  embeul<oM' 
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OT  damage  all  eBtcta  belonging  lo  the  detai 

Sic.  38.  The  crew  of  the  vooel  are  then  ^ 
■ent  ashore  to  saeb  places  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  commaoder  of  KamtschBlka,  and  remaiii  there 
DDtil  the  close  of  the  inresligation. 

Sec.  39.  The  commander  of  the  Ra»ian  veMel 
is  obliged,  in  the  conrae  of  two  days  after  his  ar- 
riral  at  the  port  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  to  make 
a  mionle  representation  to  the  commander  of 
Kamtscbatka  of  all  that  shall  have  happened  at 
the  detention  of  the  foreign  ressel  broognt  in  by 
him,  and  to  deliver  uid  vessel,  together  with  the 
sealed  packet  conlaining  her  papers,  expressed  in 
section  37. 

Sbc.  40.  If  the  Russian  vessel  that  brought  into 
the  port  of  St.  Peter  and  Plul  a  foreign  veaoel 
cannot,  for  reasons,  remain  there  aulil  tbe  clooeof 
the  investigation,  but  be  obliged  to  proceed  to  sea 
in  a  very  short  time,  the  commander,  in  order  not 
to  detain  her,  shall  use  all  possible  despatch,  by 
bringing  forward  the  investigation  of  such  points 
u  may  require  the  preance  of  the  Russian  vessel. 

Sec.  41.  Having  settled  every  thing  on  board 
the  arrested  vessel,  and  landed  the  crew,  the  court 
■hall  immedjalely  open  the  session,  and  endeavor 
to  ascertain  as  soon  as  possible  tbe  solution  of  the 
inquiry,  "  Whether  the  vessel  be  lawfully  arrested 

Sbc.  43.  In  order  to  ascertain  ibis,  tbe  following 
proofs  shall  be  sub.itanliated  : 

Ist.  That  the  vessel  was  met  with  within  the 
boundaries  prescribed  in  tbe  second  section  of  these 
regulations,  and  that  her  having  been  within  said 
limits  was  not  occasioned  by  reasions  stated  la 
section  3. 

2d.  That  the  vessel  is  a  lawful  prize  by  virtue 
of  the  sections  2,  1],  13,  14,  and  31  of  these  regu- 
lations, and  section  —  of  the  instructions  to  the 
commander  of  the  Russian  man-of-war. 

Sbc.  43.  In  order  to  decide  either  case,  the  court 
is  to  inspect  all  documents  presented,  and,  tracing 
on  one  part  all  proofs  of  guilt,  and  on  the  other 
all  doubts  which  might  clear  the  foreign  vessel, 
summon  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Russian 
vessel  to  give  all  additional  information  deemed 
needful ;  and  completing  thus  all  circumstances 
condemning  the  foreign  vessel,  the 
draw  up  a  clear  i  -    ' 

condemnation. 

Sec.  44.  Should  tbe  court,  in  making  out  said 
atatement,  find  that  the  foreign  vessel  has  been 
arrested  without  sufficient  cause,  said  court,  on 
passing  the  sentence,  is  to  determine  the  damages 
Eufiered  bynuch  detention,  and  to  furnish  both  pat' 
ties  with  a  certified  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Sec.  45.  in  tbe  course  of  two  days  both  parties 
shall  declare  whether  they  are  salisGed  with  the 
deeiaiooof  the  court  or  not,  and  m  the  latter  case 
(should  it  happen)  assign  it  in  writing. 

Sec.  46.  Snould  both  parties  be  satisfied  with 
the  decision  of  the  court,  then  the  commander  of 
Eamtschatka  is  to  release  immediately  the  detained 
Tessel,  returning  every  thing  to  the  master  aocord- 
ii^  lo  tlw  iBTealory,  along  with  the  adjadged 


isaci,  I  lie    cuuri    snou 

of  the  reasons  of  her 


damage*,  exacting  them  from  whomsoever  is  to 
pay  the  same. 

Seo.  47.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the  court  receive 
on  the  third  day  an  appeal  from  its  decision,  it  is 
bound  to  take  that  appeal  into  immediate  consid- 
eration, and,findingit  just,  to  change  iisdcciskuii 
if  not,  to  confirm  the  same,  and  make  it  known 
to  tbe  parlies  a  second  lime.  Af^er  this,  no  rep- 
resenlaiionn  shall  be  admitted,  and  both  parlies 
shall  be  summoned  before  the  court,  wbicli  will 
allow  them  to  make  their  protest  in  writing,  and 
will  then  state  all  the  reasons  wb^  tbe  sentence 
passed  should  be  carried  into  execution. 

Sbc.  46.  If  the  court  find  hy  the  indictment  that 
the  vessel  has  been  lawfully  detained,  then  the 
master  of  the  foreign  vessel,  or  the  two  oldest  ia 
command  under  him,  shall  be  summoned,  and  the 
reasons  of  their  detention  made  known  to  them, 
giving  them  a  certified  copy  of  the  condemnation. 

Seo.  49.  The  court  is  to  receive  within  three 
days,  and  no  later,  tbe  tepresenta  lions  of  tbe  maa- 
ler ;  and  if  be  do  not  present  the  same  withiit  the 
lime  limited,  the  court  summoning  him,  with  two 
of  his  crew,  notifies  that  his  silence  is  received  as 
a  mark  of  compliance,  and  that  the  condemnation 

oso.  50.  [n  this  case  the  court  comes  to  its  final 
decision,  which,  on  the  following  day,  is  commu- 
nicated to  the  whole  crew  of  the  foreign  vessal, 
who  shall  sign,  all  and  every  one,  that  such  sen- 
tence has  been  made  known  to  them ;  afUr  which, 
the  commander  of  Kamtschatka  is  to  carry  the 
sentence  of  the  court  into  execution,  as  will  he  ex- 
plained hereafter. 

Sao.  51.  Should,  however,  the  master  deliver 
wilhio  the  limited  time  his  protest,  then  the  court, 
examining  it  with  all  possible  impartiality,  shall 
call  for  all  further  explanations;  and,  having  in- 
serted the  whole  into  tbe  journal  of  the  court, 
shall  pass  a  final  sentence,  and  pronounce  it  as 
slated  m  section  47. 

Seo.  53.  [f  by  the  sentence  of  the  court  the  ar- 
rested vessel  be  released,  and  adjudged  to  receive 
damages  for  her  detention,  and  if  the  vessel  has 
been  arrested  by  any  of  the  company's  officers, 
and  the  damages  are  not  above  five  thousand  ra- 
bies, the  commander  of  Kamiscbaika  shall  demand 
immediate  payment  of  said  sum  from  the  officer 
of  the  Russian  American  Company ;  but  if  the 
damages  exceed,  ibat  sum,  be  is  to  notify  it  to  the 
eoinpany's  office,  and  give  lo  the  foreign  master 
a  certificate ;  but  the  money  cannot  he  paid  by  the 
pany  otherwise  than  alter  the  inspection  and 
ution  of  its  court  of  directors.  If,  on  the 
other  band,  the  foreign  vessel  has  been  detained 
unlawfully  by  a  Russian  man-of-war,  the  eom- 
mauder  of  Kamtschatka  is  to  pay  the  adjudged 
damages  (aot  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
rublesl  out  of  any  Oovernment  sum,  and  lo  report 
in  order  to  iocash  it  from  the  guilty  ;  but  if  the 
damages  should  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
rubles,  the  commander  of  Kamtschatka  is  to  fur- 
nish a  certificate  for  tbe  receipt  of  ibat  money  af- 
ter the  regulation  and  contirmation  of  the  Russian 
Oovernment. 

Seo.  S3.  The  reimbursement  of  such  damages  • 
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tB  may  hsTe  bees  incurred  by  anlawftil  detenttoa 
(ball  be  exacted  from  (he  commander,  and  all  affi- 
cera  of  the  man-of-war  who,  havine  been  caHed 
br  the  comniaDder  to  a  council,  shall  bare  ^v«n 
tueiroplDion  thatBOch  a  ship  ought  to  be  detained. 

Sbo.  54,  Ab  soon  ae  a  foreign  ship  is  seateDoed 
to  be  confisested,  the  comniandeT  of  KamtaclwtlM 
ia  to  niKke  due  arrangemcDts  for  trancporting  the 
crew  to  Ochoizk,  and  from  Ihence  to  any  of  the 
porta  of  the  Baltic,  in  order  to  enable  e*erf  one  of 
them  to  reach  his  own  couniry.  With  the  con- 
fiscated ship  and  cftrgo  he  is  to  act  aa  with  a  prize 
taken  in  time  of  war. 

Seo.  55.  Afler  this,  the  commatider  of  lEsmt- 
Mhatka  shall  order  a  committee  to  valne  the  res- 
seL  and  her  cargo.  This  committee  is  to  be  com- 
posed of  one  member  appointed  by  the  commander 
of  Kamtscha^,  one  W  the  commander  of  the 
iiwii-<tf-war,  and  a  third  by  the  Russian  Amerioan 
Company, 

Bec.  66.  These  eommiisioaen  are  to  make  up 
a  specified  list  and  Talnalion,  according  to  the 
following  rules; 

Isl.  All  proTisians,  rigging,  iron,  powder,  aad 
ariDs  shall  M  pot  down  at  sneh  prices  as  they  cost 
Govern ment  there. 

3d.  All  nMrehandises  which  might  be  used  in 
EamtscbBika  and  the  company's  colonies,  and 
which  are  carried  there  at  times  from  Rossia, 
shall  be  valued  at  their  prices  then  ejistmg. 

3d.  All  goods  which  are  not  imported  into  these 
j^ees  from  Russia,  but  are  wanted  there,  shall  be 
Talued  like  goods  kunght  from  Russia,  being  the 
nearest  to  them,  and  in  proporlion  to  their  wants. 

4th.  All  goods  not  in  use  in  KamtBchaiha  or 
the  colonies,  shall  be  sent  to  Itkutzk,  and  told  at 
public  auction  by  the  proper  authorities. 

Sue.  97.  The  said  commissioners  shall  present 
their  valuatioB  to  the  commander  of  Kamtsobaika 
fbr  his  approbation ;  who,  in  case  of  not  finding 
the  same  exact,  shall  return  it  with  his  remarks, 
and  shall  appoint  other  officers  to  inspect  soeh 
articles  as  may  appear  unfairly  valued. 

Sec.  58.  If  the  commissioners  herea^er  comiDne 
in  their  opinion,  and  the  commander  of  Kaml- 
scbatka  find  ii  impossiUe  to  agree  thereto,  he  abalt 
proTisionally  consent,  and  leave  tb«  final  deciaioa 
to  Oof  emment. 

Sec.  59.  According  to  this  valaation,  the 
mander  of  Kamtsohalka  shall  mark  for  the  use  of 
QorernmeDt  all  those  articles  which  hetbinksare 
wanted  ;  the  remainder  is  left  at  the  disposal  of 
the  officers  of  the  ship,  or  of  the  Russian  American 
Company.  The  seized  vessel  shall  be  valued  by 
the  court,  and  the  valoatlon  sent  immediately  to 
the  Minister  of  the  Navy,  widi  a  report  whether 
such  a  vessel  is  wanted  for  OoveraBiMii  service 
Or  not. 

Sbo.  60.  The  whole  sum  of  valuation  of  the 
confiscated  vessel  and  cargo  is  to  be  divided 
fallowing  manner :  the  expenses  necessary  t 
vnird  the  ship's  crew  lo  one  of  the  ports  on  the 
Baltic  ere  to  tie  dedoeled,  and  the  remaining  sun 
divided,  if  titc  vessel  has  been  taken  by  the  Raniaa 
American  Company's  officers,  and  carried  to  th< 
port  of  St.  Peter  and  Pant  by  a  sbipof  said  eom- 


if-'i: 


without  the  interfereoee  of  a  Toan-of-wai, 
larts,  of  which  one  gora  to  the  Govern 
thereaainiagfoar-BRlBto  the  Ameriean 
Company ;  if  the  vessel  be  tden  in  any  of  the 
ipaoy's  settlenKnta  by  the  coanpaa^'s  offieen^ 
_  _  uouffhi  10  the  port  of  St.  Peter  and  Paal  by 
a  man-ofwar,  after  dednctinz  one-Gflh  for  Oor- 
ernmect,  two-fifths  are  to  beuHi^  to  tbe  «ew  of 
the  man-of-war,  and  the  retnatning  two-fifths  to 
the  Russian  American  Company  ;  and,  fiMlly,  if 
such  foreign  vessel  be  detained  by  mten-of-war 
only,  without  the  assistance  of  the  compaay's  oft- 
cera,  then,  after  deducting  one-fifth  for  Gorera- 
ment,  the  remainder  is  left  to  the  officers  of  the 
men-of-war. 

But  if  a  Teasel  be  taken  by  tbe  conjeiirt  fasces 
of  a  man-of-war  a#d  a  company's  vessel,  then  the 
prize  shall  be  divided  between  them,  in  pnytorlioa 
to  their  strength,  regulating  the  same  accordtag 
to  the  number  of  guns. 

Sbo.  61.  The  sum  coming  to  the  officers  of  the 
man-of-war  shall  bedividedaccwdiDglollieFulea 
for  dividing  prims  ia  time  of  war.  In  all  cmci^ 
officers  who  had  a  share  in  seizing  fweign  veasejs 
convicted  of  the  intention  of  infringing  the  privi- 
leges most  graciously  granted  to  the  Russian 
American  Company  may  expect  lo  receive  tokens 
of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  approbation,  especially 
when,  after  deducting  the  expeniies  for  conveying 
the  crew,  their  part  in  the  prize  money  could  prove 
but  trifling. 

Sec.  63.  If  a  foreign  vessel,  detained  b^aRus- 
sian,  being  under  the  command  of  a  Ruseub  offi- 
cer, should  be  cast  away  before  reaching  the  port 
of  St.  Peter  and  Paul,  the  following  principles 
shall  be  observed : 

If  the  foreign  vessel  alone  be  lost,  and  the  Rd»- 
sian  accompanying  her  arrive  at  the  port  of  Sl 
Peter  and  Paul,  then  the  coort  acts  accordiog  to 
the  foregoing  rules,  to  determine  whether  that 
vesael  was  lawfully  seized.  In  this  case  Govern- 
ment takes  upon  itself  the  expenses  of  conveying 
to  a  port  of  the  Baltic  such  oi  the  ship's  crew  as 
were  saved.  Bui  if  such  vessel  should  not  be 
proved  to  have  been  detained  lawfullr,  then,  in- 
dependent of  those  expenses,  the  ship  sball  be  val- 
ued, and  such  valuation  forwarded  to  Government 
for  the  payment  of  what  may  be  deemed  just.  At 
the  same  time,  intesligatiofls  shall  faemade  on  the 
loss  of  the  ves»l ;  and  the  officer  that  had  the 
command  (if  saved)  is  lo  be  tried  according  to  the 
maritime  rules  and  regulations. 

Sec.  03.  Thai  the  commander  of  Kamtachalka 
is  bound  lo  make  a  special  report  to  the  Oovrmor 
General  of  Siberia  respecting  every  circamstance 
happening  lo  foreign  vessels,  annexinff  copies  of 
all  documents,  journals,  and  sentences  of  tfaecoon, 
and  of  all  papers  relating  thereunto. 
D.  GURIEF,  i"  ■  ■ 


Tke  Sterdary  o/Siaii  ta  Mr.  Peletioa. 
Dbfabtweht  of  Statb, 

ITatUtwfM,  iW«y  2&,  1822. 
Sis  :  I  have  had  ttie  honor  af  rcatMying  year 
BoteofthellA  inslaat,*!    '    '  '   '   ' 
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of  the  NgidMiDiu  adopted  by  the  Riusian  AflMri- 
canCoiDpBiiy,aiidsanctioiie(l  byHUInprrialMa- 
jflBljr,  relaiiog  to  the  comcoetce  of  foreigners  in 
the  watera  bordering  oa  the  satablieh meats  of  that 
compajiy  apos  the  northwest  coast  of  AmeTtcB. 

I  am  diieated  by  the  Piesideut  of  the  United 
States  to  inform  you  that  ha  has  seen  with  Etu~ 
prue,  in  this  ediot,  the  asseitioa  of  r  territorial 
daiiB  on  ihe  part  of  Russia,  exteDdio^  to  ibe  fifiy- 
first  degree  of  north  latitude  on  this  contiaent. 
and  a  roguUtion  iaEeidicting  to  all  commercial 
TBuels  other  than  Kiutian,  upon  tbe  penalty  of 
seizure  and  confiscation,  the  approach  apon  tlie 
high  s«as  within  one  hundred  Italian  miles  of 
the  shores  to  which  that  claim  is  made  to  apply- 
The  relations  of  the  United  State*  with  His  Im- 
perial Miyesty  bare  always-been  of  the  most 
irieadly  character :  and  it  is  the  eatoesi  desire  of 
this  GoTernmeat  to  preserve  them  in  that  state. 
It  was  eapected,  before  any  act  which  should  de- 
fine the  boundary  between  the  tetritories  of  the 
United  States  and  Russia  on  this  continent,  that 
thre  same  would  have  been  arranged  by  treaty  be- 
tween the  parlies.  To  exclude  tne  vasiels  of  our 
citizens  from  the  shore^  beyond  the  ordinary  dis- 
tanee  to  which  tbe  terriiOTial  jurisdiction  extends, 
lias  excited  still  greater  surprise. 

This  ordinance  affects  so  deeply  the  rights  of 
the  United  Stales  and  of  their  citizen^  that  I 
am  instructed  to  inquire  whether  you  are  author- 
ized to  give  explanations  of  ibe  ground  of  right, 
upon  principles  generally  recognised  by  the  laws 
and  oaafles  oif  uatioaa,  which  oan  wamut  the 
elaima  wd  regulations  ouitainad  ia-  it. 

I  avail  luyeelf  of  this  occasion  to  assure  y.ou  of 
my  distiiigut^«d  considaralioa. 

JOHN  auiNCY  ADAMS. 

The  CxWALira  at  Polbtioa, 


TUCJuoaHtTdePoUliea  to  the  Secretary  o/Stait 
WaeninoTDN,  FAntary  28, 1822. 

Sib  :  I  received  two  days  since  the  letter  which 
you  did  Ene  the  hooor  to  addcess  to  me  on  the 
aame  day,  by  order  of  the  Presideit  of  the  United 
States,  in  atwwer  to  my  note  of  the  11th  tnrrent, 
by  which  1  dischwgeil  tbe  orders  of  my  Govern- 
ment in  eommunioating  to  you  the  new  regulation 
adopted  by  the  Russian  Ameciaan  Corapauy,  and 
■anctioned  by  His  Mejeaiy  tbe  Emperor,  my  au- 
gust sovereign,  on  the  4th  [16lhJ  of  September, 
1621,  rebtire  to  foreign  commerce  in  th«  waters 
which  border  upon  tbe  establishments  of  the  said 
company  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America. 

Readily  yieldiDg,  sir,  to  the  desire  expressed  by 
jroB  in  your  letter  of  knowing  the  rights  and  piiti- 
ciples  upon  which  are  founded  tbe  determmale 
limitB  Dfthe  Ruasian  poa&essions  oa  tbe  northwest 
coast  of  Atneriea,  from  Behring's  strait  to  the 
fijly-first  d^ree  of  north  latitude,  I  am  happy  to 
folfil  this  task  by  only  calling  your  atiention  to 
the  following  historical  facts,  the  authenticity  of 
wiiich  cannot  be  contested : 

The  first  discoveries  of  tbe  Ruasiaas  on  the 
northwest  cantiaeet  of  America  go  back  to  the 


time  of  the  Emperor  Peter  I.  They  belong  to  the 
attempt  made  towards  the  end  of  the  reign  of  this 
great  monarch  to  find  a  passage  fron  the  Icy  aea 
into  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Is  1728  the  celebrated  Captain  Behring  made 
bin  first  voyage.  The  recital  of  his  discoveries 
altraeted  the  attention  of  the  Government,  and 
the  Gmpress  Anne  intrusted  to  Captain  Behring 
(1741)  a  new  expedition  in  these  same  latitudes. 
She  sent  with  him  the  academicians  GmeUoy  D»- 
UU  dda  Oraytrt,  iSvikr,  SUUer,  fWier,  Kratihicoff, 
Kraahtninicttg,  and  others;  and  the  first  chart  oi 
these  countTtea  which  is  known  was  the  result  of 
their  labors,  published  in  1758.  Besides  tbe  strait 
which  bears  the  name  of  the  ohief  of  this  expedi- 
,  be  discovered  a  great  part  of  the  islands 
which  are  found  between  the  two  continents; 
Cape  or  Mount  St.  Elias,  which  stilt  bears  his 
name  upon  all  the  charts,  was  so  called  by  CaptauL 
Behring,  who  discovered  it  on  the  day  of  the  feast 
of  tbe  saint ;  and  his  second,  Captaiik  Tchirico^ 
pushed  bis  discoveries  as  far  as  tbe  forty-aiuth  de- 
gree  of  north  latitude. 

The  first  private  expeditions  undertaken  upon 
the  northwest  coast  of  America  go  bock  as  fat  ai 
the  year  1743. 

In  1763  the  Russian  est^lishments  had  already 
extended  as  far  as  the  island  of  Kodiak,  (or  Kich- 
tak.)  In  1778  Cook  found  them  at  Ounalasbka, 
and  some  Russian  inscriptions  at  Kodiak.  Van- 
couver  saw  the  Russian  establishment  in  the  bay 
of  Einai.  In  fine,  Captains  Mirs,  Portlock,  and 
La  Ferouse,  unanimously  attest  the  existence  of 
Russian  establish  men  Is  in  these  latitudes. 

If  the  Imperial  OorenuBoit  bad  at  the  time 
published  the  discovetiea  made  by  the  Russian 
navigators  after  Behring  and  Tchiricofr,  (viz. 
Chlodiloff,  Bcrebreanco^  Kraasilnicoff,  PaycoS^ 
PoushcareO;  Lazarefi*,  Medwedefi;  Solowie^  L«- 
washefi)  Ereoitsin,  and  others,)  no  onecould  refuse 
to  Russia  the  right  of  first  discovery,  nor  could 
even  any  one  deny  her  thai  of  first  occupation. 

Moreover,  when  D.  Jose  Martinez  was  seat,  in 
1789,  by  the  Court  of  Madrid,  to  form  an  estab- 
liabmQot  ia  Vancouver's  island,  and  to  remare 
foreigners  from  thence  under  the  pretext  that  all 
that  coast  belonged  to  Spain,  he  gave  not  the  least 
disturbance  to  the  Russian  colonies  and  naviga- 
tors }  yet  the  Spanish  Government  was  not  iguor- 
ant  ol^  ibeic  existence,  for  this  very  Martinez  had 
visited  them  the  year  before.  The  report  wbicli 
Captain  Malespina  made  of  the  results  of  his 
voyage  proves  that  tbe  Spaniards  very  weU  knew 
of  the  Russian  colonies,  and  in  this  very  report  it 
ia  seen  that  the  Court  of  Madrid  acknowledged 
that  its  possessions  upon  tbe  coast  of  the  Pacific 
ocean  ought  not  to  extend  to  the  north  of  Cape 
Blanc,  laxen  from  the  point  of  Trinity^  situated 
under  42  degrees  50  minutes  of  north  latitude. 

When,  in  1799,  the  Emperor  Paul  I.  granted  to 
the  present  American  Company  its  first  charter, 
he  gave  it  the  exclusive  possession  of  tbe  north- 
west coast  of  America  which  belonged  to  Russia, 
from  tbe  fifty 'fifth  degree  of  north  latitude  to  Beh- 
ring's  strait.  He  permitted  them  to  extend  their 
diacoveries  to  the  south,  and  there  to  form  estab- 
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of  kaown  facts, 
to  the  extent  of 


lishcneDls,  provided  ibej  did  not  encroach  upon 
the  territory  occupied  by  other  Powers. 

This  act,  when  made  public,  excited  do  claim 
on  the  part  of  other  cabinets,  not  even  ou  that  of 
Madrid,  which  coofinns  that  it  did  not  extend  its 
pretensions  to  the  sixtieth  defii 

When  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
treated  with  Spain  for  (he  cession  of  a  jiart  of  the 
northwest  coast,  it  was  able  to  acquire,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Washington,  the  right  to  all  that  be- 
lODgea  to  the  Spaniards  north  of  (he  forty-second 
degree  of  latitude;  but  this  treaty  says  nothing 
positive  concerning  the  northern  boundary  of  this 
cession,  because,  in  fact,  Spain  well  knew  that 
she  could  not  say  that  the  coast 
tieth  degree  belonged  to  her. 

From  this  faithful  exposition 
it  is  easy,  sir,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
elusion  that  the  rights  of  Rusi^ia 
the  northwest  coa^t,  specified  ii 
of  the  Russian  American  Company,  rest  upon  the 
three  bases  required  by  the  general  law  of  ~ 
and  immemorial  usa^e  among  nations — mai  is, 
upon  the  title  of  first  discovery ;  upon  the  title  of 
first  occupation;  and,  in  the  last  place,  upon  that 
which  results  from  a  peaceable  and  uncontested 
possession  of  more  than  half  a  century — an  epoch,, 
consequently,  several  years  aoterior  to  that  when" 
the  United  States  took  their  place  among  inde- 
pendent nations. 

It  is,  moreover,  evident,  that  if  the  right  of  the 
possession  of  a  certain  extent  of  the  northwest 
coast  of  America,  claimed  by  the  United  States, 
ooly  devolves  upon  them  in  virtue  of  the  Treaty 
of  Washington,  of  22d  of  February,  1819,  (and  I 
believe  it  would  be  difficult  to  make  good  any 
other  title,)  this  treaty  could  not  confer  upon  the 
American  Government  anyright  of  claim  against 
the  limits  assigned  to  the  Russian  possessions  upon 
the  same  coast,  becaase  Spain  herself  had  never 
pretended  to  similar  right. 

The  Imperial  Government,  in  assigning  for 
limits  to  the  Russian  possessions  of  the  northwest 
coast  of  America,  on  toe  one  side  Bheriog's  strait, 
and  on  the  other  the  fifty-tirst  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, has  only  made  a  moderate  use  of  an  incon- 
testable right  J  since  the  Russian  navigators,  who 
were  tbe  first  to  explore  that  partof  the  American 
COOtinent,  in  1741,  pushed  their  discovery  as  far 
as  the  forty-ninth  degree  of  north  latitude.  The 
fifty-first  degree,  therefore,  is  no  more  than  a  mean 
point  between  the  Russian  establishment  of  New 
ircbangel,  situated  under  the  fifty-seventh  degree, 
and  the  American  colony  at  the  mouib  of  the  Co- 
lumbia, which  is  found  under  the  forty-sixth  de- 
gree of  the  same  latitude. 

All  these  considerations  united  have  concurred 
in  inspirinij'  the  Imperial  Government  with  an 
entire  conviction  that,  in  the  last  arrangeraenis 
adopted  in  Russia  relative  to  her  po^ensions  on 
the  northwest  coast,  the  leffilimate  right  of  no 
foreign  Power  has  been  infringed.  In  this  con- 
viction, the  Emperor,  my  august  sovereign,  has 
judged  that  his  good  right,  and  the  obligation  im- 
posed by  Prorideoce  upon  him  to  protect  with  all 
nis  power  the  interests  of  his  subjects,  sufficiently 


justified  the  measures  last  taken  by  His  ImpcrisI 
Majesty  in  favor  of  the  Russian  Ameriean  Com- 
pany, without  its  being  necessary  to  clothe  them 
with  the  sanction  of  treaties. 

I  shall  be  more  succinct,  sir,  in  the  exposition 
of  the  motives  which  determined  the  Impnia) 
Government  to  prohibit  foreign  vessels  from  ap- 
proaching the  northwest  coast  of  America  bdong- 
ing  to  Russia  within  the  distance  of  at  least  one 
hundred  Italian  miles.  This  measure,  however 
severe  it  may  at  first  view  appear,  is,  after  all,  bat 
a  measure  of  prevention.  It  is  exclusively  direeinl 
against  the  culpable  enterprises  of  foreign  advm- 
lurerK,  who,  not  content  with  exercising  upoa  the 
coasts  above  mentioned  an  illicit  trade  very  pre- 
judicial to  the  rights  reserved  entirely  to  the  Rus- 
sian American  Company,  take  upon  them  besdes 
to  furnish  arms  ana  ammunition  to  the  natives 
in  the  Russian  possessions  in  America,  exciting 
them  likewise  in  every  manner  to  resistance  and 
revolt  against  the  antboritiea  there  estaUisbed. 

The  Ameri(»D  Government  donbtless  recotleett 
(hat  the  irregular  conduct  of  these  adventurers, 
the  majority  of  whom  was  composed  of  American 
citizens,  has  been  the  object  of  the  most  pressiog 
remonstrances  on  the  part  of  Russia  to  the  Fed- 
eral Government  from  the  time  that  diptomatie 
missions  were  organized  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. These  remonstrances^  repeated  at  diKreni 
times,  remain  constantly  without  effect,  and  the 
inconveniences  to  which  they  ought  to  bring  a 
remedy  continue  to  increase. 

The  Imperial  GoTernmeiit,rfspecitiigthemien- 
tioDs  of  the  American  Government,  has  alwan 
abstained  from  attributing  the  ill  success  of  its 
remonstrances  to  any  other  motives  than  those 
which  flow  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression) 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  institutions  which 
govern  the  national  affairs  of  the  American  con- 
federation. But  tbehigh  opinion  which  the  Rm- 
peror  has  always  entertained  of  the  rectitude  of 
the  American  Government  cannot  exempt  him 
from  the  care  which  his  sense  of  justice  towards 

own  subjects  imposes  upon  him.  Pacific  mcaoi 
having  brought  any  alleviation  to  the  just 
grievances  of  the  Russian  American  CoinmuiT 
against  foreign  navi^tors  in  the  waten  whico 
environ  their  establishments  on  the  northwest 
:oast  of  America,  the  Imperial  Governmeoi  saw 
taelf  under  the  necessity  of  having  reeoorse  to 
the  means  of  coercion,  and  of  measuring  the  rigor 
according  to  the  inveterate  character  of  the  eviTia 
which  it  wished  to  put  a  slop.  Yet  it  la  e«sy  to 
discover,  on  examining  closely  the  last  reg-glation 
of  the  Russian  Ameriean  Company,  that  no  ^rit 
of  hostility  had  any  thing  to  do  with  iu  fomiaiioa. 
The  most  minute  precautions  have  been  tnken  in 
it  to  prevent  abuses  of  authority  on  the  part  of 
commanders  of  Russian  cruisers  appoiutetf  for  tbe 
execution  of  said  regulation.  At  the  same  time, 
it  has  not  been  neglected  to  give  aU  the  timely 
publicity  necessary  to  put  those  on  their  guara 
against  whom  the  measure  is  aimed. 

Its  action,  therefore,  can  only  reach  the  forei^ 
vessels,  which,  in  spite  of  the  DOtificatjon,  will 
expose  themselves  to  seizure  by  infringing  npon 
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the  iioe  marked  out  in  the  reguUtioQ.  The  Oot- 
entment  fiatters  itself  that  these  cases  will  be  very 
rare ;  if  all  remain  as  at  prnent  appeais,  not  one. 

1  ou^hl,  in  the  laet  place,  to  request  you  to  coa- 
sider,  ta,  that  the  Russian  poasesaioni  ia  tbe  Pa- 
cific ocean  extend,  oa  tbe  northwest  coast  of  Ame- 
rica, from  Bebriug's  strait  to  the  fifty-first  degree 
of  north  latitude,  and  on  (he  opposite  side  of  Asia, 
and  the  islands  adjacent,  from  the  same  strait  to 
tbe  forty-fifth  degree.  Tbe  extent  of  sea,  of  which 
these  possessions  form  the  limits,  comprehends  all 
the  conditions  which  are  ordinarily  attached  to 
dull  Htu,  (mers  fermtes,)  and  the  Russisa  Gor- 
ernment  might,  consequaitty,  judge  itselfautbor- 
ized  to  exercise  upon  this  sea  the  right  of  sove- 
reignty, and  especially  that  of  entirely  interdicting 
the  entrance  ol'  foreiKaers.  But  it  preferred  only 
asserting  its  essential  rights,  without  taking  any 
advantjLge  of  localities. 

The  Emperor,  my  august  sovereign,  seU  a  very 
high  value  upon  the  mamtenance  of  the  relations 
of  amity  and  good  underslaoding  which  have  till 
now  subsisted  between  tbe  two  countries.  Tbe 
dispositions  of  His  Imperial  Majesty  in  this  regard 
have  never  failed  appearing  at  all  limes  when  an 
occasion  has  presented  itself  in  the  political  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  with  the  European 
Powers;  and  surely,  in  the  midst  of  a  Kneral 
peace,  Russia  does  not  think  of  aiinins  a  Uow  at 
the  maritime  interests  of  the  United  States — she 
vrbo  has  constantly  respected  them  in  those  diffi- 
cult circumstances  in  which  Europe  has  been 
seen  to  be  placed  in  the  Utter  times,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  which  the  United  States  have  been  unable 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

PIERRE  DE  POLETICA. 

Tht  Sterttary  0/  State  to  Mt.  th  PdUtiea. 
Dbfahtmekt  or  State, 

WiuMngttn,  MarA  30, 1822. 

StR;  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  the  >!6lh  ultimo,  which  has  been  submitted  to 
the  consideration  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

From  the  deduction  which  it  contains  of  the 
grounds  upon  which  articles  of  regulation  of  the 
Russian  American  Company  have  now,  for  the 
first  time,  extended  the  ctsim  of  Russia  on  the 
aorthwest  coast  of  America  to  the  fifty-first  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  its  only  foundation  ap- 
pears to  be  the  existence  of  the  small  settle- 
ment of  Novo  Archangelsb,  situated,  not  on  1 
American  continent,  but  upon  a  small  island 
latitude  57°;  aod  the  principle  upon  which  you 
state  that  this  claim  is  now  advanced  is,  that  tbe 
fifty-first  degree  is  equidistant  from  that  settlement 
of  Novo  Archangeislf  and  the  eslabli^bment  of  tbe 
United  States  at  the  mouth  of  Columbia  riv< 
But,  from  the  same  statement,  it  appears  that, 
the  year  1799,  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  Empe- 
ror Paul  to  the  Russian  American  Company  were 
fixed  at  the  fifty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  and  that, 
in  assuming  now  the  latitude  51°,  a  new  preten- 


sion is  asserted.  lo  which  no  settlement  made  lince 
the  year  1799  oas  given  the  color  of  a  sanction. 
This  pretension  in  to  be  considered  not  only 
ith  reference  to  the  question  of  territorial  right, 
bat  also  to  that  prohibition  to  the  vessels  of  other 
nations,  including  those  of  the  United  States,  to 
approach  within  one  hundred  Italian  miles  of  the 
coasts.    From  the  period  of  the  existence  of  the 
United  States  as  an  independent  nation,  their  ves- 
sels have  freely  navigated  those  seas,  and  the  right 
'    navigate  them  is  a  part  of  ibat  independence. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  that  the  Russian 
overnment  might  have  justified  the  exercise  of 
sovereignty  over  the  Pacific  ocean  as  a  close  sea, 
because  it  claims  territory  both  on  its  American 
and  Asiatic  shores,  it  may  suffice  to  say  that  the 
distance  from  shore  to  shore  on  this  sea,  id  latitude 
51°  north,  is  not  less  than  ninety  degrees  of  longi- 
lude,  or  four  thousand  miles. 

As  little  can  tbe  United  States  accede  to  the 
justice  of  the  reason  assigned  for  the  prohibilioB 
above  mentioned.  The  right  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  hold  commerce  with  the  aborigi- 
nal natives  of  tbe  northwest  coast  of  America, 
witbouttheterriiorial  jurisdiction  of  other  naliona, 
even  in  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  is  as  eleu 
and  indisputable  as  that  of  navigating  the  sea& 
That  right  has  never  been  exercised  in  a  spirit  oo- 
friendly  lo  Russia;  and  although  general  com- 
plaints have  occasionally  been  made  on  the  sub- 
ject of  this  commerce  by  some  of  your  predeces- 
■ors,  no  specific  ground  of  cbar^  has  ever  been  al- 
leged by  them  of  any  transaction  in  it  which  tbe 
United  States  were,  by  the  ordinary  laws  and  um- 
1^  of  nations,  bound  either  to  restrain  or  to  pun- 
ish. Had  any  such  charge  been  made,  it  woold 
have  received  the  most  pointed  attention  of  thia 
Government,  with  the  sincerest  and  firmest  dispo- 
sition lo  periorm  every  act  and  oUigatioD  of  jtio- 
tice  to  yours  which  could  have  been  required.  I 
am  commanded  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  assure  you  that  this  disposition  will  coit- 
tinue  to  be  entertained,  together  with  tbe  earnest 
desire  that  the  most  harmonious  relations  betweea 
the  two  countries  may  be  preserved. 

Relying  upon  the  assurance  in  your  note  of 
similar  dispositions  reciprocally  entetiaiued  by  Uii 
Imperial  Majesty  towards  the  United  States,  the 
President  is  persuaded  that  the  citizens  of  thia 
Uuion  wilt  remain  unmolested  in  the  prosecution 
of  their  lawful  commerce,  and  that  no  eflect  will 
be  given  to  an  interdiction  manifestly  incompati- 
ble with  their  rights. 

I  am  happy  to  renew  the  assurances  of  my  dia- 
tiaguished  consideration. 

JOHN  aUINOY  ADAMS. 
The  Chevalier  oe  Polbtica. 


Tke  ChevalieT  de  PUelica  to  t\e  Secretary  iff  SUUe. 
WABHIBaTON,  MaT<A2\, 

[April  2,]  1822. 

Sin;  I  had  the  honor  yesterda;^  to  receive  the 

letter. which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  me. 

dated  30(h  March  last ;  and,  not  being  authorized 

to  continue  the  discussion  to  which  it  refers,  I  find 
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r  tint  iHlar  ad  rtftmuimi,  reserviog  tnyielf 
■oomnWHiMte  it  to  my  GtorerBmeot  u  simo  as 
poKible. 

Id  tk«  mtm  time,  I  shall  tube  th«  liberty  of  sti1>- 
niltMg'  to  your  conn  deration  some  obwrvatiotM 
Whioh  b«r«  bem  ssg^ested  to  fne  by  certain  [wb- 
ncexin  your  letter -which  require  partiealer  osiice. 

Id  ibe  fint  offldal  letter  which  I  had  the  honor 
«f  adetressing  to  voo,  dated  16ih  [S8th]  February 
last,  I  tltaught  I  had  succeeded  is  ctnrly  demoD' 
Mrating  tbsl  tbe  rights  of  Rttssla  to  the  possession 
«ra  oertainextetit  of  tiKDorthwesieoffsl  of  Amer- 
ica, as  for  as  these  rights  can  be  rendered  tegiti- 
KBM  by  the  Hni  discorery,  ibe  Bret  occupation, 
Md  a  possession  not  eoaiested  for  more  than  half 
ft  MBttiry — that  these  ri^hn,  I  say,  go  back  to 
linMH  considerably  earlier  than  the  reign  of  the 
Emperor  Paul  I. 

When  this  sovereitfn  granted,  io  1799,  to  the 
Risilan  Ameriesn  ConipaDy  its  first  charter  of 
tecorporatioo,  there  bad  never  been  ft  question 
•bant  abandoning  to  that  company  the  right  of 
aovereignty  over  oae  determinate  portion  of  the 
IWrtbweEt  coast  of  America  in  all  its  plenlitode. 
Tbe  question  was  pcrety  and  sioiidy  of  conceding 
to  the  said  eompany  ■  part  of  the  soverngnty,  or 
iMber  [certARi  exctusire  pririleges  of  commerce, 
•audit  isiatfaisTiewthatthe  act  of  1799,  Co  irhich 
T»o  reftrj  sir,  fixed  the  limits  of  the  operations  of 
the  Russian  Ameriaan  Company. 

The  righn  of  sorereignty  bdonglng  to  Russia- 
could  lose  nothing  of  their  local  extent  in  cense- 
qaenee  of  the  concessions  made  to  that  company 
in  the  r«igt»  «f  the  Emperor  Paul.  That  these 
rights  extended,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Imperial 
OovenMBCDt,  farCher  sonth  then  the  Gfly-fifib  de- 
g»a  of  latitude,  appears  evident  Aom  the  structure 
of  the  third  article  of  the  act  of  incorporation, 
■which  BUItiorizee  the  company  to  ftirm  eslablish- 
neMvscNKhofthefifiy-SfihdesreeofnoTthlatituite. 

But' what  wilt  dispel  even  the  shadow  of  doubt 
iit  tbia  rti^rd  is  tbe  authentic  fact  that,  in  1789, 
tbe  Spanish  packet  9l.  Charles,  cororonnded  by 
CapUm  Haro,  found,  in  the  latitude  48°  and  49*, 


1  estatjlshments  to  the  number  of  eight, 
ooBsisling,  Id  the  whole,  of  twenty  families,  and 
four  hundred  and  sixty-two  individuals.  These 
were  the  descendants  of  the  companions  of  Captain 
Teltmcoff,  who  was  supposed  till  then  to  nsTe 

With  Buth  titles  justifying  tbe  rights  claimed 
by  Rnssia,  you  yourself,  sir,  will  agree  that  it  is 
perfectly  immaterial  whether  the  Russian  estab- 
lishment at  Novo  Archangelsk  be  small  or  large. 
If  the  rights  of  territorial  possession  Were  measured 
according  to  the  dimensions  of  the  points  occupied, 
what  would  become  of  those  of  the  United  States 
upon  B  very  coosideiable  extent  of  the  same  north- 
west  coast  1  for  the  only  American  establishment 
ever  yet  known  is  certainly  verv  inferior  in  sta- 
bility to  thai  of  Russia  at  Noro  Archangelsk. 

Id  the  same  manner  the  great  extent  of  the 
Pacific  ocean  at  the  fifty-Qrfit  degree  of  latitude 
cannot  inralidste  the  right  which  Russia  may 
are  of  conaideriDg  that  part  of  tbe  ocean  as  close. 


&t  to  take  adTBBta^  of  tbat  right,  ail  farther  dl 
cDHsion  on  this  subject  would  be  idle. 

As  to  tbe  right  claimed  for  the  citEcem  of  the 
United  States  of  trading  with  the  natiTes  of  (be 
connlry  of  the  northwest  coast  of  Aioerica,  with- 
out the  limits  of  tbe  jurisdictioQ  belonging  to 
Rwia,  the  Imperial  GlavemmeBt  will  Dot  eerttuly 
tbink  of  limiting  it,  and  still  less  of  aitackiikg  it 
there.  But  I  csnnoi  dissemble,  sir,  tbat  this  same 
trade  beyond  the  fifty-first  degree  will  meet  with 
difficntties  and  iDconveniences,  for  wkieh  tbe 
American  ownera  itHt  only  bare  to  aacme  fhetr 
own  impmdence  after  the  publicity  which  has 
been  given  to  the  measures  taken  by  the  Imperia} 
OoreniDeni  for  maintaining  tb«  ri^ts  of  the 
Bassiaa  Americui  Company  in  their  absoloie 


I  shall  DotfiDish  this  letter  wjlbmitrepeafiog  to 
yon,  sir_the  very  positive  assonmee  which  I  ^re 
already  nad  the  honor  onee  of  expressing  lo  yon, 
that,  in  every  case  where  tbe  American  Oevera- 
meat  shell  judge  it  necessary  tomakeexptanaiioBs 
lo  that  of  ine  Emperor,  ihe  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  rest  assured  that  these  explanations 
will  be  always  attended  to  by  the  Bmperor,  mv 
angusl  Borereign,  with  the  moat  friendly,  and, 
conseqaently,  the  most  coneitiatory  dispositions. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  Ae.  DE  POLBTICA. 


HOKWAy— GOAMBSCIAL  lAOlPBOOm. 

[Truwuitled  to  tha  Houm,  May  S,  ISSL] 

In  tbe  Message  to  both  Houses  of  Congress  at 
the  commeocement  of  their  present  session,  it  wts 
meniiooed  that  the  Government  of  Norway  had 
issued  an  ordinance  for  admitlmg  the  vesseb  of 
the  United  States  and  their  cai^oea  into  the  ports 
of  that  kingdoorvpon  tbe  payment  of  no  other  ot 
higher  duties  than  are  paid  by  Norwegian  Tosris, 
of  whatever  articles  the  said  cargoes  may  cwuist, 
and  from  wbatevei  ports  the  reoseb  iaiden  with 
them  may  come. 

In  commanicalkig  this  ordinance  to  tbe  Got- 
erament  of  the  United  States,  that  of  Norway  has 
requested  the  benefitof  a  similar  and  reciprocal 
provision  for  the  vessels  of  Norway  aiul  tbetr  cat- 
goes'  which  may  enter  Iho  posts  of  the  Untied 
Slate*. 

This'  provisida  being  within  the  eompeieaey 
only  of  [he  legislaiive  authority  of  Coi^reas,  1 
commuiuoate  to  them,  herewith,  copies  at  ibe 
commuuicationa  received  from  tl^e  Norw^ian 
Oovernment  ia  relation  to  theBabieet,and  recotn- 
mend  the  same  to  their  consideration. 

JAM£3  HONaOE. 

WAaBi>«TON,  Maf  1, 1822. 

Thi  Omnt  fiBngntrom  to  Mr.  HagluM, 

Stockbolv,  January  25,  1831. 
By  tbe  express  order  of  tne  Eing,  the  under- 
signed. Minister  of  State  and  of  Foi«ign  Aihifs, 
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la*  the  baaor  la  ioroini  Mr.  Hugfao,  Chugfe  d'af- 
iiuresof  the  United  Suosof  NatihAmerfeB.thu, 
bereal^er,  tcxmIs  belonging  to  cidzena  of  the  Uniled 
SUtEs,  U  well  M  Iheir  cargoes,  will  be  aubjecL  in 
the  ports  of  the  kingdom  of  Nonray,  to  ao  otner 
or  higher  duties  of  entry  or  clearance  tbas  thoae 
payable  by  tbe  national  TCxsels  and  their  cargoes; 
so  that  ereiy  aan  of  distinction  between  Norwe- 
gian aod  American  reascls  oiay  cease,  and  that 
seitber  the  place  from  which  a  Teasel  arriTes,  nor 
the  place  oi  her  destiaation,  tnav  be  any  cause  of 
exception  from  the  general  rule.  The  cargoes 
niay  consist  of  the  productions  of  the  soil,  or  of 
the  indiutry  of  sucb  couotrf,  whaterei  it  may  be. 
In  requexlLDg  Mr.  Hughes  lo  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate the  coDCenIa  of  this  note  to  his  Govern- 
ment,  the  undersisaed  embtaces  this  oppoicuoity 
of  renewing  to  Mr.  Hn^hea  the  assurances  of  his 
most  diatingimbed  conaideration. 

COUNT  D'ENGESTROM. 

Boron  (fa  Statkt&vrg  to  the  Secrdary  of  State. 
WAseiNQTon,  Jalsf  11,  1821. 

The  nndersigned,  ChargA  d'Afieves  of  His 
Majesty  tbe  Eiag  of  Sweden  and  of  Norway,  bat 
the  hoaoi  to  a^ress,'  offieially,  hia  E^eUeney 
the  Secretary  of  Stale  of  tbe  United  Stales,  to 
inqHtn  if,  ia  riitae  of  the  eommefcial  regulaiioDs 
exisriDg  m  ihe  United  Stales,  the  Noiwegian 
coaunerce  will  enjoy  in  tbe  ports  of  tbe  said 
States  Ike  sane  adrantacee  and  tmrnuBiiies  whkh 
have  been  lately  granted  in  ibe  porti  of  Norway 
lo  tbe  Ametieaa  eomsetee. 

The  uadersigned  takts  this  oeoaaion  to  renew 
to  tbe  Secretary  of  Stale  irl'  the  United  States  the 
assQraoce  of  bis  high  consideratioo,  4ec. 

STACKKLBERG. 


The  Seeretary  of  SuUe  to  Baron 

Dbpahthent  or  State, 

Wiuhifnffim,  Jvly  23,  18S1. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  in  reference  lo  tbe  note 
of  Baron  de  Siacketberg  of  the  11th  instant,  has 
tbe  honor  of  informing  him  that,  by  an  act  of 
Congress  of  3d  March,  1815,  "so  much  of  the 
seTend  acts  imposing  dnties  on  the  tonnage  of  ships 
and  Tesislt,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and  raerehan- 
dise  imported  into  the  United  States,  as  imposes  a 
discrmiiBating  dnly  of  tonna^  between  foreiga 
Tessels  and  resseh  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
tween goods  imparted  into  the  United  States  in 
foreten  Tessela  and  resaels  of  the  United  States,  is 
repeued,  so  far  as  the  same  respects  the  produce 
or  manufacture  of  tbe  nation  to  which  snch  fur- 
eJKn  ships  or  vessels  may  belong;  such  repeal  to 
taKe  effect  in  favor  of  aay  foreign  nation,  when- 
erer  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
satisfied  that  tbe  discriminating  or  eoanterfailing 
duties  of  snch  ibreign  nation,  so  far  as  ibey  operate 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  United  States,  have 
been  ^mliabed." 

And  this  act,  by  a  sabsequent  act  of  Congress 
of  3d  March,  1819,  will  cease  and  expire    -  •■-- 


Count  d'Eagettrom  to  Mr.  Hnshes,  of  the  3 
of  Jaanary  last,  it  afqiears  that  ul  dwcriminatuig 
M  caunicrTailinK  duties  in  the  kingdom  of  Nor> 
way,  M  far  as  ibey  operated  to  the  disadvanStge 
of  the  United  StaWsJuiTe  be«)  abolished;  asd  if 
by  tbe  Baron  de  Staekelberr  that  a 
from  the  President  sbonld  i 


st  day  of  January,  1824. 


daring  Norwa^n  reasets  entitled  to  the  advan- 
tages set  forth  IB  tbe  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March, 
1816,  itwill  immediately  beisstied.  Bat  the  Bwon 
will  oiMerve  that  this  act  is  not  so  extensive  as  the 
ordinance  fer  tbe  kingdom  of  Norway,  notified  by 
Count  d'EDgestrom,  iflssmuch  as  the  latter  ex- 
pressly proviae*  that  "  the  cargoes  may  conMSI  of 
the  proMtelions  of  the  soil,  or  of  the  industry  of 
any  and  all  countries,  without  eiception,"  and  as 
"  M  witboot  liautaiion  of  time. 

Tbe  Secretary  of  State  requests  the  Baron  de 
Biaekelbeig  to  aeoe}it  the  aasoranoe  of  his  dia- 
tiagaisfaed  consideration. 

JOHN  Q,UtNCY  ADAMS. 

Tbe  B&ROiT  DE  STACEEtBERo,  Chargi,  fe. 


itht 
WASBiitirroH,  JMgtat  16, 1821. 

The  uadersupied.  Charge  d'Affaires  of  His 
Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden  and  of  Norway, 
has  had  tbe  honor  lo  receive  the  note  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Sectaiary  of  Stale  of  the  United  Sl«tes, 
dated  the  23d  of  last  month,  the  substance  of 
which  is,  that  (he  Government  of  the  United 
States  cannot  grant  to  tbe  Norwegian  commerce 
in  their  ports  the  same  admntages  and  immuni- 
ties which  have  been  granted  by  the  Swedish  and 
Noiwq^n  Ooverunest  in  the  porta  of  Norway 
to  the  American  commerce,  which  advantages 
H-e  st^ulaied  in  a  note,  dated  the  Sfith  of  Jann- 
ary  lait,  addressed  by  his  Exoclkncr  the  Count 
d'Engeslrom,  Miaiiter  of  State  and  of  Fordgn 
Aflairs  of  His  Majesty  Ihe  King  of  Sweden  and 
of  Norway,  lo  tbe  Ctuugfc  d'AOairee  of  ^  Ua»- 
ted  States  at  8lockholm|  acaordiag  to  which,  if 
the  undersigned  dtaiie  it,  tbe  President  of  the 
United  Slates  has  been  pleased  to  consoit  to  inne 
his  procbmation  debating  the  Norwegian  com- 
merce to  have  a  right  to  eqjoy  the  advantages 
Ented  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of 
rch,  1815. 

In  consideration  whereof^  and  in  obedience  to 
the  orders  of  tbe  King,  hts  master,  Ihe  under- 
signed oaght  instantly  to  demand  a  perfect  reci- 
procity on  the  part  of  the  United  States  towards 
tbe  Norwegian  commerce;  yet,  as  the  laws  of 
the  United  Slates  do  noi  appear  to  have  given  an 
extent  equivateoi  to  that  which  has  been  granted 
to  American  commnee  in  Norway,  aad  until  an 
arrangement  can  be  made  upon  this  subject,  it  is 
his  duty,  officially,  to  requite  for  the  Norwegian 
commerce  the  advantage  contained  in  the  act  of 
Congress  of  3d  March,  1815,  as  well  as  the  act  of 
Ist  March,  1817,  which  says :  "  After  ihelbirlielh 
day  of  Beptember  next,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  any  foreign  port  or  place,  except  in  ressels 
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of  the  United  States,  or  id  Buch  foreign  venels  as 
tralv  and  wholly  bf loac  to  the  citizeDs  or  subjects 
of  tb&l  country  of  whicQ  thegoodsare  thegromk, 
produclioD,  or  maDUfacture;  at  from  which  such 
goods,  wareb,  or  merchandise,  can  only  be,  or  most 
usually  are,  fint  eliipped  for  traiiEportatioD :  iVo- 
vidid,  nmxrtheUu,  That  (his  regulation  shall  not 
extend  to  the  vessels  of  soy  foreign  nation  which 
has  not  adopted,  and  which  shall  not  adopt,  a 
similar  regulation;"  consequently,  as  the  Ameri- 
can commerce  can  enter  into  the  ports  of  Norway 
with  cargoes  of  the  productions  of  the  toil  or  of 
manufactures  of  their  country,  the  undersigned 
considers  the  act  of  naviiation  in  qoestion  as 
being  reciprocally  applicable  to  the  Norwegian 
commerce  in  the  potts  of  ibe  United  States. 

The  undersigned  likewise  proposes,  officially, 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates,  in  order 
to  establish  a  perfect  reciprocity  in  the  commerce 
between  the  two  countries,  to  passslawby  which 
the  Notwegia 


tages  aa  have  been  mentioned  in  the 
Excellency  liie  Count  d'Eogestrom  in  favor  of  the 
American  commerce  in  the  potts  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Norway. 

The  undersigned  prays  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  be  pleased  to  lay  this  note  before  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 


Tb»  Secretary  of  Statt  to  Baron  de  Slaeialhtrg. 
Department  op  State, 

WoMp^tm,  Jtug.  31,  182] 
Sir  :  I  hare  the  honor  of  enclosing,  herewith,  a 
copy  of  a  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  declaring  the  vessels  ofNorway  to 
be  entitled  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales  lo  the 
benefit  of  the  advantages  prescribed  by  the  a 
Congress  of  3d  March,  1815.  .  They  will  als 
entitled,  without  further  pfoceeding,  to  those  pte- 
tetibed  by  the  act  of  1)1  March,  1817,  as  I  hid  the 
honor  of  explaining  verbally  to  yon  its  purport. 
I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept,  Slc. 

JOHN  Q..  ADAMS. 
The  Baboh  de  Staceelbeho, 

Chargi  d'Affiiirtt,  ^e. 


case,  yet  a  liberal  construetinn  of  thoK  engfage- 
ments  would  be  compatible  at  once  with  a  coDeil- 
iatuiy  and  a  judicious  policy. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Wasbihoton,  J&y  1, 1822. 


GREAT  BRITAIN— DUTIES  ON  IRON. 

[Trsnamitted  lo  Coogren,  Hay  3,  1BS3.] 
To  tht  HouteofRtpruentaiivaofthe  United  Stata  .- 

I  tran.'imit,  herewith,  to  Congress  copies  of  let- 
ters received  at  the  Department  of  State  from  the 
Minister  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  subject  of  the 
duties  discriminating  between  imported  rolled  and 
hammered  iron. 

I  recommend  them  particularly  to  the  consider' 
ation  of  Congress,  believing  that  although  tliere 
may  be  f^ronitd  for  controversy  with  regard  to  the 
appUcation  of  the  engagements  of  the  treaty  to  the 


Mr.AdoK*. 
Wasbiikitok,  Not).  22,  1B19. 
tbe  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I 
have  been  instructed  by  His  Majesty's  Glorernin«)l 
again  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  di^rence  of 
duties  levied  in  the  ports  of  this  country  on  Brit- 
ish and  other  forei^  iron  in  bars  and  bolts. 

It  is  stipulated  by  the  commercial  convention 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Snies 
that  articles  the  growth,  produce,  and  mannfai:' 
tnre  of  Great  Britain  shall  pay  no  higher  duties 
on  importation  into  the  United  States  ibaa  like 
articles  the  growth,  produce,  and  mannfactare  of 
any  other  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  Bagot,  in  a  letter  of  the  ISth  November, 
1816,  addressed  to  Mr.  Monroe,  at  that  time  Sec- 
retary for  the  Department  of  State,  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  yon,  has  clearly  pointed  onl  ilisi 
iron  manufactured  in  Great  Britain  by  rolling 
oaght  to  be  considered  a  like  article  to  irmi  mta- 
ufactured  bv  hammering,  both  in  Sweden  and 
Russia  ;  and  1  feel  conGdent  it  is  onlf  neceoary 
for  me  lo  call  your  attention  to  this  similarity  in 
tbe  state  of  the  manufacture  of  British  and  other 
foreign  iron  in  bars  and  bolls,  to  decide  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  lo  adopt  itte««re* 
for  tbe  admission  to  importation  of  this  article  (w 
t^ms  more  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  trtkty 
of  commerce  existing  between  the  two  nation;. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  CRAWFUBD  ANTROBCS. 

Hon.  J.  d.  Adams,  Seorttary  of  State, 

Mr.  Anlrobiu  to  Mr.  Adams. 

WAeHiHOTOn,  Maj/  1, 1320. 

Sir:  In  the  month  of  November  of  the  vear 
1816,  Mr.  Bagot  had  the  honor  of  addressiiig  ic 
Mr.  Monroe,  at  that  time  Secretary  of  State,! 
note  calling  bis  attention  to  a  provision  of  an  lei 
of  Congress  passed  on  the  27th  of  April  of  that 
year,  eniitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,"  imposing  on  the  importatioii 
mto  tbe  United  States  of  iron  in  bars  and  bolu, 
manufactured  by  rolling,  a  duty  eqaal  to  that  paid 
on  anchors ;  whereas,  by  it,  iron  in  bars  and 
bolts,  manufactured  by  hammering,  was  subject 
to  a  lower  duly. 

On  the  22d  November  last,  I  had  the  boDor  to 
address  a  note  to  you  on  the  same  sobieci,  re- 
questing the  adoption  by  the  American  GovefA- 
ment  of  such  measures  as  would  give  lo  the  Brit- 
ish merchant  the  advantages  secured  to  him  bj 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  be- 
tween Great  Brilainand  the  United  States,  aame- 
ly,  "  that  no  higher  duties  shall  be  imposed  on  i^ 
importation  into  the  United  Stales  of  any  *rtieks 
the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  His  Bri- 
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tunic  Majetty's  tefritories  io  Europe  thin  sre  _. 
shall  be  p«7«ble  on  the  like  articln  being  ibe 
nowtb,  prodiice,  or  m&anfactare  of  any  oiiier 
loreign  eoantries." 

Ai  it  is  understood  that  tb«  modification  of  thi 
tariff  ihiu  MD((ht  for  e«Q  only  be  effected  by  an 
act  of  tbe  Legiaiature,  and  as  it  ia  believed  ibaL 
the  pment  senion  of  that  body  is  now  drawiog 
to  a  cloio,  I  take  the  liberty  of  again  briogiog 
thia  matter  under  your  notice  and  of  expressing  a 
hope  tbat  tbe  present  high  rate  of  duty  on  the  im- 
portation uf  rolled  iron  will  no  longer  be  allowed 
10  exist,  to  tbe  prejudice  of  the  British  maoufac- 
tnrer,  aod,  it  would  seem,  contrary  to  the  ipirit  of 
the  commercial  treaty. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

G.  CRAWFURD  ANTHOBUS. 
'  Hoa.  J.  Q„AoAUa,StentaiT/o/ Stale, 

Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Adams. 

WAaaiHOTON,  MiTcA  31,  ISSI. 
Sis:  It  ii  in  obedience  to  instructions  which  I 
have  lately  received  from  His  Majesty's  QoTcm- 
ment,  that  I  have  the  honor  to  recall  your  atten- 
tion to  a  subject  of  considerable  interest,  on  which 
Mr.  Bagot  and  Mr.  Antrobus  have  already  had  oc- 
casion,reBpectively,  to  open  a  correspondence  with 
your  office — I  mean  the  discrimination  established 
by  Conneas  in  tbe  duties  on  imported  iron  manu- 
facturedby  rolling  or  hammeriag. 

I  abstain,  for  the  present,  from  troubling  you 
"with  any  additional  argument  in  support  of  the 
general  principles  asserted  by  Mr.  Bagot;  but 
there  is  reaaou  to  suppose  that  some  erroneous  i 
tions  have  prevailed  with  respect  to  the  process  of 
rolling  iron  as  employed  in  the  British  manufac- 
tories, it  is  confidently  hoped  that  an  authentic 
statement  of  the  real  process  will  suffice  lo  remove 
any  objections  which  the  Qovernmeot  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  still  entertain  to  an  equalization 
of  tbe  duties  in  question. 

Tbe  pig  iron  is  first  purified  or  refined  in  what 
is  called  a  finery;  during  which  stage  of  the  pro- 
cess it  loses  in  weight  about  2i  cwt.  per  ton. 

The  metal  thus  refined  is  taken  to  the  puddling 
furnaM,  from  which,  after  it  has  undereone  the 
speration  of  puddling,  it  is  conveyed  in  balls,  each 
weighing  about  sixty  pounds,  to  tbe  slabbing  rolls, 
LUd  there  rolled  into  a  slab  or  rough  bar. 

The  bar  is  then  divided  into  several  pieces,  which 
ire  placed  in  piles  of  three  or  four  pieces  together, 
ind,  after  being  a^in  heated  in  a  reverberating 
bmace,  are  roUed  into  what  is  called  a  merchant 

In  these  two  stages  there  is  a  farther  waste  of 
beui  5  ewl.  in  the  ton. 

The  metal,  after  being  refined  in  the  puddling 
iiraace,  is  sometimes  placed  under  a  helve,  or  iron 
ammer  of  three  or  four  tons  weight,  and  shingled 
r  hammered  into  what  is  termed  a  half  bloom, 
rtiicli  is  subsequently  cut  into  pieces  and  rolled 
iio  a  merchant  bar,  in  the  same  way  as  tbe  piled 
abs.  The  quality  of  the  manufactured  metals, 
ad  the  cost  of  the  operation,  are  very  nearly  the 
Ltne  in  both  come. 


To  these  facta,  which  are  derived  on  autbority 
to  all  appearance  □nquestionable,  from  tbe  princi- 
pal iron  manufactories  in  England,  it  may  be 
added  that  even  ibe  pig  iron  employed  there  is 
probaUy  of  a  superior  quality,  owing  to  the  great 
care  with  which  the  dross  is  drawn  off  from  the 

Persuaded  that  the  preceding  statement  will  re- 
ceive at  your  hands  an  attentive  and  liberal  con- 
sideration, I  beg,  sir.  that  you  wilt  accept  the 
assurances  with  whicn  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
STRATFORD  CANNING. 

Hon.  J.  O.  Adaub,  Sec'ry  ofStaU. 

Mr,  Camimg  to  Mr.  Adami. 

Wabhinoton,  Nov.  36,  1881. 

Sib:  On  the  3lEt  of  March  I  did  myself  the 
honor  of  writing  to  you  with  reference  to  the  dis- 
criminating  duties  laid  by  Congress  on  imported 
rolled  and  hammered  iron.  It  is  under  the  special 
instructions  of  tay  Government  that  I  now  return 
to  a  subject  which  has  tieen  repeatedly  pressed 
upon  your  notice,  in  full  persuasion  that,  sooner  or 
later,  tbe  Legislature  of  the  United  Stales  would 
recognise  the  propriety  and  justice  of  repealing 
the  ezce^ionable  duty. 

I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  draw  any  in- 
ference unfavorable  to  this  expectation  from  the 
silence  with  which  you  received  my  former  letter. 
I  abstained  on  that  occasion  from  going  at  large 
into  the  merits  of  tbe  question,  conceiving  that  an 
exposition  of  certain  tacts,  capable  of  being  veri- 
fied, would  be  sufficient  until  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress should  furnish  a  fit  occasion  for  examining 
the  whole  subject  in  a  more  complete  and  deliber- 
ate manner. 

You  will  remember,  air,  that  the  facts  which  I 
then  stated,  and  to  which  1  again  solicit  your  at- 
tention, were  calculated  chiefly  to  remove  the 
erroneous'impresaioos  entertained  by  some  persons 
in  this  country  with  respect  to  tbe  real  nature  of 
British  rolled  iron,  and  the  process  of  that  manu- 
facture. It  bad  been  asserted  that,  in  rolling  iron 
according  to  the  practice  of  Great  Britain,  the 
metal  was  only  twice  heated,  and  so  rapidly  con- 
verted into  bars  as  not  to  allow  of  its  acquiring 
those  qualities  which  are  supposed  to  be  imparled 
to  it  by  the  more  laborious  operation  of  hammer- 
ing. It  now  appears,  from  the  testimony  of  many 
respectable  individuals  acquainted  with  this  im- 
portant branch  of  industry,  tbat  the  iron  is  healed 
no  less  than  three  times;  that  it  is  refined  with 
such  effect  as  to  lose  7^  cwt.  per  ton  in  paa-sing 
from  the  state  of  pig  iron  to  that  of  merchant 
bars ;  and,  further,  that  it  is  cut  into  pieces  after 
the  first  rolling,  and  piled  so  as  to  cross  tbe  grain 
when  again  healed  and  rolled. 

In  the  qualities  of  rolled,  as  in  those  of  ham- 
mered iron,  there  may  be  an  occasioDal  difference 
resulting  from  tbe  nature  of  the  ores  employed  in 
its  composition.  The  British  ironmasters  use  a 
great  variety  of  ores,  tbe  different  mixtures  and 
combinations  of  which  have,  doubtless,  a  consid- 
erable e&ct  in  producing  abetter  or  an  inferior 
article.    But  to  suppose  tbat  any  difierence  ia 
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Riule  in  the  qualkr  or  mamiraelupe  of  British 
iron  wbni  dmiiaed  for  the  fereign  rairket,  othei 
tbaD  when  it  is  kept  for  home  cDnaumption,  is  an 
eriOT  which  caBBOt  be  met  with  loo  diatinct  and 
poiitiie  a  denia!. 

This  nolioa,  groundlen  as  it  ii,  has,  howerer, 
been  brought  forward  with  others  equally  eiron*- 
OUB,  to  prereiH  an  eqealizatioii  of  the  d«ties  on 
imported  iron.  It  baa  eren  bera  alleged  that, 
while  rolled  iroD  is  exported  from  Great  BritMii 
for  (be  use  of  foreini  eonniries,  the  British  import 
larse  quantities  erhammfred  iron  from  the  oorth 
of  Europe  for  theii  own  use;  aiu)  that,  ia  ship- 
building, this  latter  article,  owing  to  its  superior 
quality,  is  indispensable. 

In  reply  to  these  assertions,  I  appeal  with  cooG- 
denee  to  the  accounts  of  Brrtish  and  foreign  bar 
iron  em^doyed  in  Oreal  Britaia  at  three  suaeess- 
it«periods  within  the  last  sixteen ^te.  In  1806, 
in  1814,  and  in  1820,  tbe  respectire  qvantitiss  «f 
tlie  former  were  101,877,  137,365,  and  136,642; 
Hird  those  of  foreign  b»  iron  were  37,411, 11,369, 
and  6^42.  To  confirm  the  resotts  suggeitted  by 
this  statement,  it  may  be  added  that  m  Iielstid, 
where  a  strong  prejudice  is  known  to  hare  anee 
1M«raited  in  favor  of  foreign  iron,  the  coi>sam{»-' 
tjon,  which,  in  1807,  was  6,690  of  Briiisb,  and 
3^9  of  fweign,  was,  in  tbe  rear  18S0,  474  of 
Ae  latter,  and  no  lew  tban  13  073,  of  tbe  former. 

Por  tbe  manefaetnreof  aie«i,  and  for  Ibat  alone, 
Ac  fiakic  iron  has  some  advantage  over  British ; 
vnd  whatever  qnsatity  of  it  is  imported  into  Great 
Britsifi  is  either  converted  into  steel,  (in  wbieh 
my  it  it  at  present  almoat  exelusivety  need,)  or 
K-exportett  lo  those  countries,  where  the  nature 
and  properties  of  British  rolled  iron  are  as  yet 
imperfectly  understood. 

Concerning  the  pariicnlar  point,  of  shipbuild- 
ing, the  abstract  which  follows  of  tbe  respective 
quantitin  of  British  and  foreign  iron,  employed 
at  different  times  by  His  Majesty's  Navy  Board, 
must  of  itself  carry  convietioa  to  every  impaiial 

Y«aM.  FonitD.  firtttsb. 

IMK       .        -        .  497       ■        ■        ■  1,843 

leiO       ...  380        ••        -  1,B88 

1816        .         .         .     aa         -         -         ■  1,749 

1830       ...    61        •        -        .  l,eU 

The  truth  is,  that,  except  for  making  steel,  any 

anperior  fitness  for  which  is  clearly  an  accident  of 

nature,  and  not  tbe  effect  of  hammning,  English 

bar  iron  is  at  least  equal  to  that  of  Sweden  and 

Russia.    It  is  used  tbrongbout  Great  Bri 
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factories,  docV-yards,  and  military  establishments. 
It  ia  prepared  exactly  in  the  same  manner  for  ex- 
portation as  for  domestic  consumption.  Jt  is  never 
finished  by  a  single  rolling,  except  at  a  very  few 
work3,where  the  metal  has  been  previously  formed 
by  hammering.  It  rarely  happens,  indeed,  that 
the  ironmaster  knows,  at  the  time  of  manufactur- 
ing, for  which  market  the  iron  is  destined ;  and 
when  b«  is  appriaed  of  this  circumstance,  a  sense 
of  his  own  interest,  the  interest  of  the  trade,  would 
alone  restrain  him  from  sending  an  inferior  menu- 
bcllire  to  the  foreign  market. 


ofrolling.  The  Baltic  manufacturcn  have,  io 
less,  tbair  reawms  for  adheiiog  to  tkai  itn/i 
practice ;  bnl  so  far  from  theii  derif  ing  asy  ckia 
to  superiority  iron  that  circumstance,  it  ii  nil 
known  to  persona  fuiuliar  wiUi  the  trade  ihu 
tbeit  iraa  would  be  iisptoved  rather  than  ii\t 
rioraied  by  the  apptication  of  the  roUiBg  aiiclii>. 
This  being  the  ease,  it  would  be  ^ord  la  ided 
die  dlKirim lasting  duty  on  the  grotuid  of  iu  (it- 
rcBtiwg  tbe  mann&ctnre  of  rolled  iian  ia  ibe 
northern  oountrits  of  Europe. 

Even  in  the  counter-statements  wUd  We 
been  made  upon  this  subject,  it  is  admitted,  lo'i 
only  that  the  Ors  of  Bnglaid  may  be  equal  lo 
those  of  other  conntriea,  but  also  4hai:^  paxi 
ofrolling  only  requires  to  be  repealed  iaonjcri 
place  it  upon  a  level  with  that  of  hanunaiM 
Allow  me,  sir,  to  remark,  in  reference  lo  ifais  ti- 
mission,  that,  in  the  present  state  of  yoarlrgidi- 
live  enactments,  the  Kitish  ifoa  icapotiediattlk 
United  Slates  might  pass  under  tbe  roUfi  in 
Dwnber  of  Ewaes,  withoot  beias  relieved,  esdat 
accoant,  fioiB  thejmwureof  wEich  ttoa^Ni. 

The  diSerence  of  v^ue  or  cost  at  w&b  ik 
rolled  and  hwnmned  iR»  naf  be  pnfUtd  Iu 
sale  can  surety  preMBt  bo  argamant  ia  Jaiarsf 
the  disoriminatiBg  duties.  That  difieraac^viaF' 
ever  it  may  be,  is  a  natwMl  reitalt  of  l^oMripg 
mnihinery ;  it  is  tbe  juat  reward  of  ingaaaiir  (u- 
rieyed  with  sucoess  in  the  :>a!vioc  ot  muind. 
Scienee  and  inveative  geniiu  are  pacobv  to  no 
soil ;  all  EMitioss  have  an  itttcMsi  in  tbcirpKC<"t 
and  to  grudge  them  a  fair  remaBwatioo  woult 
BO  lees  unworthy  of  the  chaimcter  thai  fotdpu 
the  vievn  of  an  enlisbteoed  Legialattuv. 

I  have  now,  sir,  replied,  and  I  trust  coacluinJf. 
to  soch  parts  of  tbe  explanatory  statemeiit  wlHct 
you  commonicated  to  Mr.  Antrobus  in  yoat  ItUn 
dated  the  31st  of  May,  18S0,  as  were  gnmiti 
(how  jnslly  1  leave  to  yonr  caador)  on  (be  pni' 
oiple  of  eipetKeocy,  It  remains  for  me  to  iik't 
more  comprehensive  view  of  the  cate,  as  iin^'' 
ing,  in  my  belief,  a  breach  of  agreemnri,  uaiaHi' 
lional  DO  doubt,  DdI  not  thetcfijre  len  prejoAod 
lo  Hia  Majesty  as  a  coottacting  party,  nor  cdbf 
the  less  for  a  seasonable  amenainent. 

By  the  seeoBd  article  of  the  eontteDtion  of  cat- 
meroe  subsisting  between  the  two  eoontrietii'! 
declared  ibat  "no  higher  or  other  daliMiwlk 
imposed  on  the  importatioo  into  the  United  Bute 
of  any  articles  the  growth,  piodnee,  or  in"~^ 
lure  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories 
rope  than  are  or  shall  be  payable  on  i 
articles  being  thegrowtb,  pitMU«a|OriiMnQla(iw 
of  any  other  fmreign  country."  To  sccme  eca^ 
stipiUated  advantages  reciprocally  to  boifa  tbetto- 
iracting  parlies  was  the  general  abject  of  the  «>- 
ventioo;  to  secure  to  the  prodnceandmanobcBie 
of  Great  Britain  a  fair  unsha<^«d  oompetiiioiia 
tbe  markets  of  tbe  Uniud  States  with  ail  aitiefe 
of  a  similar  nature  imported  from  other  foniii 
countries,  is  tbe  plain,  indisput^Ie  object  of  the 
particular  clause.    But  how  can  ibese  obJKB  ^ 
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considered  ae  fbUy  or  adequately  effected  wliile 
Britisli  b&i  iron  is  made  lo  pay  on  its  iinpartatioB 
iDto  ibe  Unitod  States  doab^  itie  amooDt  of  duty 
ie?)ed  OD  Ibe  same  anieles  wb«a  imported  from 
Sweden  and  Rnsna?  I  am  aware  of  the  dittinc- 
tion  whiah  has  been  drawn  between  rolled  and 
hamniered  iroD,  and  of  the  assertion,  founded  on 


—  -  .  abiecl,  respectively,  to  tbe  same  rate  of  duty, 
Great  Britain  hat  do  rig^ht  to  comfriaia.  But 
Qreat  BritiBD  beii^  the  sole  exporter  of  relied 
iron,  the  dnerimkiBtiDg  duties  do  in  fact  operate 
to  her  prejudice;  and,  in  poitic  of  principle,  tt  will 
not  be  diffleult  to  show  that  the  articles  in  qnes- 
lion  are  traly  and  esseniiatty  like  articles,  siKh  as 
cauDot,  with  any  color  of  reason,  be  exelnded  from 
tbe  beoefit  of  the  treatv. 

VoD  will  Keedily  admit,  «ir,  that  lilie  articles, 


and  charaeieristic  properties.  On  any  otber  sup- 
position, Ibe  clatue  in  question  is  an  idte  form  of 
words,  and,  Contrary  to  the  very  end  aad  purpoae 
of  ibe  treaty,  a  door  woald  be  opened  to  arbitrary 
interpreialion  in  one  of  Hs  pritreipal  prorisroDs. 
Now,  the  pioeess  or  mechanical  operation  by 
which  an  article  is  manufactured  can  surety  nerer 
be  reckoned  among  itn  properNes.  Anj  diS^renee 
of  me  or  qoaiity  resulting  from  the  moife  of  mann- 
faeture  may,  indoed,  oonslilaie  a  fair  ground  of 
distinction;  but  there  is  erery  rrason  to  beliere 
that  no  siKih  difference  exists  in  the  present  in- 
Btanee.  It  has  been  shown,  on  tbe  contrary,  that, 
far  all  tbe  ulterior  purposes  to  Which  bar  iron,  a* 
such,  is  appliOable,  tbe  rolled  is  equally  good  with 
tbe  hammered ;  that  both  the  one  and  tbe  other 
are  sent  lo  marliet  in  the  same  stage  of  mannfao- 
tare,  and  that  the  only  diSerence  between  them  is 
one  of  a  retrospective  natnre,  not  afieeling  the 
identity  of  their  present  Btate,  buf  relating  solely 
to  the  process  by  which  they  were  braaghi  to  the 
satDe  pobii. 

To  betrvw  an  llhistration  from  laognagei — two 
-vrords  of  similar  meaaing,  in  caramon  acoe|pta- 
lioD,  wobM  sHi«(y  not  be  deemed  the  lees  synony- 
motis  beeanae  iliey  might  be  traced  to  different 
roott^  or  had  passed  throngh  dMereot  modes  of 
fonnaiioB. 

I  further  entreat  yon,  sir,  to  obsenewith  what 
facility  the  a«n«  diMinetioti  may  be  extended  ti 
other  attielei  of  commerce.  Even  (he  cbirfsUpli 
of  yonr  S««them  Stales  might,  upon  tbe  same 
princi^,  be  disvriminated  in  Brittsb  porta  frmn 
the-cotton  of  Brazil  oi  the  Levant,  few  no  other 
reason  ihtn  because  it  had  been  prepared  1^  Mr. 
■W^hitHey's  ingenioac  and  useful  machinery.  Ex- 
amplea  beeriitg  upon  either  party  might  easily  be 
muMpKed;  I  hare  taken  ibis  because  it  is  tbe 
most  obviows.  In  fact,  tbe  same  nainral  produc- 
tions are  common  to  «o  many  different  couatries, 
-vrhile  tbe  means  of  improving  them  are  Taried 
according  to  tbe  vtist  diversity  of  lo^l  reMurce*, 
chat,  even  of  those  articles  which  barely  rank  as 
maanhetiHies,  few  might  not  be  btoofht  within 
range  of  the  same  distinction  which  it  now  ap- 


plied (unwarrantably,  I  think)  to  bar  iron.    That 
s  latitude  of  rnterprecation,  thus  tending  to  nullify 


l«re  baBn  oonteraplcied  by  those  who  framed  i(^ 
is  utterly  inconceivable.  Yet  this,  air.  is  the  cor- 
clusion  to  whiefa  we  must  come,  if  it  be  admiiled 
[hat  rolled  and  hammered  bar  iron  are  not  iife 
ariklt»-~^n  admission  which,  taking  the  fair  and 
natural  meaaing  of  that  phrase^  would  surely  be 
equivalent  to  saying  that  w4at  is  bar  iron,  wbCB 
hammered,  is  not  bar  iron  when  rolled. 

is  wiln  regret,  sir,  that  I  have  fonnd  it  neces- 
sary to  take  Dp  so  much  of  your  time  on  this  snb- 
jecl ;  but  I  feel  persuaded  that  vou  will  appreciate 
its  importance,  and  that  it  will  receive  from  the 
American  Oovernroent  an  early  and  equitable 
revisal,  to  the  end  of  relievine,  by  law,  the  iinpoT' 
tations  of  British  rolled  iron  from  tbe  present  dia- 
crimiiMtiDg  daty,  and  thereby  fulfilling  the  obli- 
gations of  tbe  commercisi  treaty. 

{  emlvace  this  opportunity,  str^  to  repeat  to  yon 
the  asaarance  of  my  perfect  consideration. 

STRATFORD  CANNING. 


one  iff  the  pnacipal  clauses  ot  the  treaty,  should 

'  ive  baBn  oonteraplcied  by  those  who  framed  i(i 

utterly  inconceivable.    Yet  this,  air,  is  the  cor- 


JOHATHAH  BU88BLL— TREATY  OF  DHEKT. 

[ComiDatiicated  to  the  Honse,  May  7,  1S3S.] 
Til  tAe  Boate  of  Ji^preteaiatuttt  ■- 

In  compUaoee  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  HepiesealaJives.  of  the  7th  of  May,  requeiilJag 
tbe  President  of  toe  United  States  "  to  comma- 
uicate  lo  that  House  the  letter  of  Jonatbao  Rub- 
sell,  Esq.,  referred  lo  in  his  Message  of  Ibe  4tb 
instant,  together  wiiii  such  commi£ucatbns  as  lie 
may  have  received  relative  thereto,  from  any  of 
the  other  Ministers  of  the  Uoilad  States  who  ne- 
gotiated the  Treaty  of  Qhent,"  I  herewith  trana- 
mit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  the 
documents  called  for  by  that  resoluiicxi. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAeainoTOH,  Maj/  7, 1822. 

State  DBPARTKintT,  FnuA&vCan,  ifby7,1823. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  of  Irans- 
mittine  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  bis 
remarn  upon  the  paper  deposited  at  (he  Depart- 
ment of  State  on  the  22d  ol  last  month,  by  Jena- 
than  Russell,  late  one  of  the  FJenipoEedtiaries  (J 
the  United  States,  at  the  n^FOtiation  of  Ghent,  to 
be  communicated  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, as  the  letter  called  for  by  tbdi  resolution  of 
the  19th  of  that  month;  and  the  Secretary  of 
State  respectfully  requests  that  the  President  would 
transmit  lo  the  House  of  Represen  la  lives  these  re- 
marks, together  with  the  above  mentioned  com- 
munication of  Mr.  Russell,  on  the  renewal  of  the 
call  therefor  by  (he  House. 

JOHN  aOINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr,  RtimU  to  Uu  S^erttorp  «/ Stale-^PrHatt. 
PaBiS,  FAnatry  II,  1815. 
Sib:  la  confonnity  with  the  imimation  con- 
tained in  my  letter  of  the  SOth  of  Deomber,  I  now 
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have  ihe  honor  to  stare  to  you  (he  reasom  which 
iaduced  me  to  differ  from  a  majoiity  of  my  col- 
leagueb  on  the  expedieacf  of  onering  an  irticle 
confirming  [he  British  right  to  tbe  navigation  of 
the  Miisi^isippi,  and  the  ri^ht  of  the  American  peo- 
ple to  take  &Dd  cure  fish  id  cerlaiu  places  within 
the  British  jurisdiction. 

The  proposition  of  such  an  article  appeared  to 
be  inconsisleat  wtlli  our  reasOQing  to  prore  its 
absolute  inutility.  According  to  this  reaMning, 
no  new  stipulation  was  any  more  necessary,  on 
the  subject  of  such  an  article,  than  a  new  stipula' 
tion  for  the  recoEnition  of  the  sovereignty  and 
independence  of  the  United  States. 

The  article  proposed  appeared  also  to  be  incon- 
stitenl  with  our  instructions,  as  iuterpreied  by  ut, 
which  forbade  us  to  suffer  our  right  to  the  fisheries 
to  be  Ijroushi  into  discussion ;  for  it  conld  not  be 
believed  that  we  were  left  free  to  stipulate  on  a 
subject  which  we  were  restrained  from  discussing, 
ana  that  an  argument,  and  not  en  agreement,  was 
to  be  avoided.  If  our  construction  was  indeed 
correct,  it  might  not,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to  show 
that  we  have  not,  in  fact,  completely  refrained 
from  the  interdicted  diseassioo. 

At  any  rate,  the  proposal  of  the  article  in  ques- 
tion was  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  was  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  asserted  by  a  majoritv 
of  the  mission,  and  with  the  construction  which 


this  majority  had  adopted  on  that  part  of 
atruciions  which  related  to  the  fisheries.  If  the 
majority  were  correct  in  these  principles,  and  in 
this  constructioD,  it  became  as  to  act  accordingly; 
if  they  were  not  correct,  still  it  was  unnecessary 
to  add  inconsistency  to  error. 

I  freely  confess,  however,  that  I  did  not  accord 
with  the  majority,  either  in  their  view  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  whence  they  derived  their  princi- 
ples, or  of  our  instructions;  and  that  my  great 
objection  to  proposing  the  article  did  not  rise  from 
BDanxiety  to  reconciTe  our  conduct  with  our  reas- 
oning and  declarations. 

1  could  not  believe  that  the  independence  of  the 
United  Stales  was  derived  from  the  treaty  of  1783 ; 
that  the  recognition  of  that  independence,  by  Great 
Britain,  gave  to  this  treaty  any  peculiar  charac- 
ter, or  that  such  character,  supposing  it  existed, 
would  necessarily  render  this  treaty  a^lutely  iQ' 
separable  in  its  provisions,  and  maEe  it  one  entire 
and  indivisible  whole,  equally  imperishable  in  all 
its  parts,  by  any  change  which  might  occur  in  the 
relations  between  the  contracting  parlies. 

The  independence  of  the  United  States  rests 
upon  those  fundamental  principles  set  forth  and 
acted  on  by  the  American  Coogress,  in  the  dec- 
laration of  July,  1776,  and  not  on'  any  British 
grant  in  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  its  era  is  dated 
accordingly. 

The  treaty  of  1783  was  merely  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  therefore  subject  to  the  same  rules  of  construc- 
tion as  all  other  compacts  of  this  nature.  The  re- 
cognition of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
could  not  well  have  given  to  it  a  peculiar  charac- 
ter, and  excepted  it  from  the  operatian  of  these 
rules.  Such  a  recognition,  expressed  or  implied, 
is  always  indispeowble  on  the  part  of  everf  na- 1 


tion  with  whom  we  form  any  treaty  wbataoevei. 
France,  in  the  treaty  of  alliance,  long  before  the 
year  1783,  not  only  eipreasly  recognised,  but  en- 
gaged effectually  to  mamtain,  this  io dependence; 
and  yet  this  treaty,  so  far  from  being  consideiej 
SB  possessing  any  mysterions  peculiarity,  by  wbkk 
its  existence  was  perpetuated,  has,  eveu  withoat 
war,  and  although  part  of  it  contained  words  o( 
perpetuity,  aod  was  unexecuted,  long  since  entiidj 
terminated. 

Had  the  recognition  of  otir  indepeodatcc  bj 
Great  Britain  given  to  the  treaty  of  1783  «flf  pe- 

iliar  character,  which  it  did  not,  still  that  caa- 


could  have  properly  extended  to  tboM  pro- 
visions only  which  affected  that  indqiendatce. 
AH  those  general  rights,  for  instance,  of  joris^c- 


,  whicli  appenamed  to  the  United  States,  is 
their  quality  as  a  nation,  might,  to  far  as  thai 
treaty  was  dedaraioiy  of  them,  have  bees  embc*ed 
by  such  peculiarity,  withoat  neceaiarilf  ateadiag 
iia  influence  to  mere  special  commercial  liberties 
and  privil^ei,  or  to  provisions  longaiiuieexeented, 
not  indispensably  connected  with  natioDal  sov- 
ereignty, or  necessarily  resulting  from  it 

The  liberty  to  take  and  cure  fish,  wilbin  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain,  was  co- 
lainlv  not  necessary  to  perfect  the  jnriadiciion  of 
the  United  Stales;  and  there  i*  no  leaaon  tt 
believe  that  such  a  liberty  was  iatended  to  be 
raised  to  an  equality  with  the  ^eral  ri^ht  of 
fishing  within  the  common  jurisdietioa  of  all 
nation",  which  accrued  to  us  as  a  ataaba  of 
the  great  national  family.  On  the  ccmtmry,  the 
distinction  between  the  special  libetty  and  the 

Seneral  right  appears  to  have  been  well  nndemood 
y  the  American  Ministers  who  negotiUed  thi 
treaty  of  1783,  and  to  have  been  clMrly  marked 
by  the  very  import  of  the  terms  which  they  cm- 
ployed.  It  would  evidently  have  been  imwbe  ic 
them,  however  ingenious  it  may  be  in  tu,  to  es^t 
such  a  privilege  to  the  rank  of  a  sovereign  r^t. 
and  thereby  to  have  assumed  the  UDoaoeaaary  vti 
inconvenient  obligation  of  considering  aock  a 
liberty  to  be  an  indispensable  condition  of  oar  aa- 
tional  existence,  and  thua  rendering  thai  eztateacr 
as  precarious  as  the  liberif  itself.  They  comU 
not  have  considered  a  privilq^e,  which  ibey  ex- 
pressly made  to  depend,  to  a  very  conaiderabic  ci- 
t^it,  for  its  continuance,  on  events  and  pviTtfi 
interests,  as  ftartaking  of  thechsnmer  and  cntiiied 
to  the  duration  of  the  iohe>«nt  ptopotiaM  aov- 
ereignty.  Theseltlemeatof  theakOKa  migki,  ai 
any  time,  have  been  efiecied  tnr  the  policy  of  the 
Bntish  Governmest,  and  would  bava  omiK  ib 
assent  of  British  subjects,  imder  the  inilacmcc  of 
that  policy,  necessary  to  the  oontinaaiteeora  Ttfr 
considerable  portion  of  that  libeHv.  They  ceoti 
not  have  meant  thus  to  place,  within  the  Koatui 
of  a  foreign  Qovemment  ana  its  subjee^  «■  la- 
teral part,  as  we  now  affect  to  consi&f  this  phv- 
ilese,  of  OUT  national  rights. 

It  is  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  I  have 
been  constrained  to  believe  that  there  was  mochiig 
in  the  treaty  of  1783  which  could,  easentiaJUr,  dit- 
linguish  it  from  ordinary  treaties,  or  racDe  ^  oa 
account  of  any  pecoUanly  of  ehaiacta',  iitiatt  tW 
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jam  lattL  or  from  the  operation  of  those  efenls  on 
which  the  coniiDUtlion  or  tetminAtiou  of  sucli 
umiesdepeDda.  Iwas,iD  like  manner,  compelled 
iw  belieTB,  if  any  *uch  pecnlisriiy  belonged  to  those 
pcoTiiioni,  in  that  treaty,  which  bad  an  immediaie 
eoQoezioD  with  oui  iikdependence,  that  it  did  not 
nMewaiiljr  affect  ihe  nature  of  the  whole  treaty, 
or  aitach  to  a  priTil^e  which  had  no  antbgr  to 
Mich  proTisions,  or  any  relation  (o  that  independ- 

I  know  Dot,  indeed,  any  treaty,  or  any  ariiele  of 
■  treaty,  whatever  may  hate  been  the  subject  to 
which  it  related,  oi:  the  termi  in  which  it  was  ex- 
pressed, thai  has  Burvived  a  war  between  the  par~ 
ties,  without  being  especially  renewed,  by  reference 
or  recital,  in  the  sueecediQK  treaty  of  peace.  1 
cannot,  indeed,  conceive  of  the  possibility  of  sncb 
a  treaty  or  sach  an  article )  for,  however  clear 
and  siroog  the  stipulations  for  petpeiuiiv  Might 
be,  IheK  stipulations  themselves  woald  follow  the 
fate  of  ordinary  nnezecnled  eDgagementa,  and  re- 
quire after  a  war,  the  declared  assent  of  the  pai^ 
ties  for  their  revival. 

We  arawar,  in  fact,  not  to  have  had  an  unquali- 
fied conndence  in  our  construction  of  Ihe  treaty  of 
1783,  or  to  have  been  willing  lo  rest  exclusively 
on  its  peculiar  character  our  title  to  any  of  the 
rights  mentioned  in  it,  and  mach  lesa  our  title  to 
the  fishing  liberty  in  question.  If  hostilities  could 
not  affect  that  treaty,  or  abrogate  its  provisions, 
why  did  we  permit  the  boundaries  sEsiened  by  it 
to  he  brought  into  discussion,  or  stitturate  for  a 
restitution  of  fU  places  taken  from  us  during  (he 
present  war?  If  such  leslitutioo  was  secur^  by 
the  mere  operation  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  why  did 
ire  discover  enysolicitudefor  thestaAManJebeUuni, 
and  not  resist  the  principle  vli  pouiditia  on  that 
ground '? 

With  regard  to  the  fishing  privilege,  we  dis- 
tinctly siatM  to  you,  in  our  letter  of  the  31st  of 
Deeeinber,  that,  "at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of 
1783,  ii  was  no  new  gnat,  we  having  always  be- 
fore that  time  enjoyed  it,"  and  thus  endeavored  to 
derive  our  title  to  it  from  prescription.  A  title, 
derived  from  inmiemoriat  usage,  antecedent  to 
1783,  could  not  well  owe  i(s  origin  or  its  validity 
to  a  compact  concluded  at  thai  time;  and  we 
could,  therefore,  in  this  view  of  the  subject,  cor- 
rectly say  that  this  privilege  is  no  new  grant; 
that  I*,  that  onr  right  to  (he  exereiaa  of  it  was  to- 
tally independent  of  such  compact  If  we  were 
nrell  fonnded,  however,  in  the  anertion  of  our  pre- 
Ecriptive  title,  it  was  quit«  unnecessary  to  attempt 
a  i;i  ve  a  kind  of  charmed  eziitence  to  the  Ireuy 
if  1783,  and  to  extend  its  undefinahle  inflaence  to 
•TtrTy  article  c^  which  it  was  cotnpooed,  merely  to 
treaerve  that  title,  which  we  declared  to  be  in  no 
rav  derived  from  it,  and  which  had  existed,  and 
if  conrse  eoold  exist,  without  it. 

It  ^vas  rather  onfortonaie,  too,  for  onr  argument 
gainat  a  severance  of  the  provisions  of  that 
reaty.  that  we  should  have  discovered,  ourselves, 
radteal  difference  between  them,  making  the 
atiiog  privilege  depend  on  immemorial  unge, 
ad  of  coorae  distinct  in  its  nature  and  origin 
y%wn    the  rights  resulting  from  otir  iadepenilBUee. 


We,  indeed,  throw  some  obscurity  over  this  sub- 
ject when  we  declare  to  you  that  this  privil^e 
was  always  enjoyed  by  us  before  the  treaty  of 
1783;  thence  inferring  that  it  wan  not  granted  by 
that  treaty,  and  ic  the  same  sentence  and  from  the 
same  fac^  appear  also  to  infer,  that  it  was  not  to 
be  forfeited  by  war  any  qiore  than  any  other  of 
the  rights  of  our  indeDeodence,  making  it  thus  one 
of  these  rights,  and  otcourse,  accordii^  to  our  doc- 
trine, dependant  on  thai  treaty.  There  might 
have  been  nothing  incomprehensible  in  this  mode 
of  reasoning  had  the  treaty  recognised  this  privi- 
lege to  be  derived  from  prescription,  snd  confirmed 
it  on  that  ground.  The  treaty  has,  however,  not 
the  slightest  allnsion  to  the  past,  in  reference  to 
this  pnvilege,  bnt  regards  it  only  with  a  view  lo 
the  future.  The  treaty,  therefore,  cannot  be  con- 
strued as  supporting  a  pre-existing  title,  but  as 
containing  a  grant  entirely  new.  If  we  claim, 
therefore,  under  the  treaty,  we  must  renounce  pre- 
scription, and  if  we  claim  from  prescrintion,  we 
can  derive  no  aid  from  the  treaty.  If  tne  treaty 
be  imperishable  in  sU  its  parts,  the  fishing  privi- 
lege remains  unimpaired  without  a  recurrence  to 
immemorial  usage;  and  if  our  title  to  it  be  well 
founded  on  immemorial  usaoe,  the  treaty  may 
perish  without  affecting  it.  To  have  endeavoiM 
to  support  it  on  both  grounds  implies  that  we  had 
not  entire  confidence  in  dtber,  and  to  have  pro- 
posed a  new  article,  indicates  a  distrust  of  both. 

Ic  is  not,  as  I  conceive,  difficult  lo  show  that 
we  cannot,  indeed,  derive  a  better  title  to  this  fish- 
ing privilege  from  prescription  than  from  any  in- 
deatniciible  quality  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 

Prescription  appears  lo  me  to  be  inapplicable  to 
the  parties  and  to  the  subject,  and  (o  be  defective 
both  in  fact  and  effect.  As  lo  the  parlies,  the  im- 
memorial enjoyment  of  a  privilege  wiibin  British 
J'  urisdiction,  by  British  subjects,  the  inhabitants  of 
tritish  colonies,  could  not  well  be  considered  as 
evidence  of  a  title  to  that  privilege  claimed  by  the 
citizens  of  an  independent  repuhfic,  residing  with- 
in the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  that  repuUic. 

The  people  of  the  United  Stales,  as  such,  could 
have  claimed  no  special  privilege  within  the  do- 
minions of  any  foreign  Power  from  immemorial 
usage,  in  178^  when  the  longest  duration  of  ifaoii 
own  existence  in  that  quality  was  little  more,  at 
the  utmost,  than  tbe  brief  period  of  seven  years, 
which  is  surely  not  beyond  tbe  memory  of  man, 
(uiCra  nenoriamhommit.)  The  people  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  bad  never,  in  fiict,  during  that  period, 
enjoyed  the  fishing  privilege  a  moment,  being  ef- 
fectually preveuied  therefrom  by  the  existing  state 
of  hostilities.  Nor  could  the  inhabitants  of  ibe 
colonies  originally  constiiuiiug  the  United  Btaleii, 
even  in  their  colonial  condition,  acquire  agaiiut 
their  sovereign  anr  right  from  long  u^ge  or  mere 
lapse  of  lime,  (nuuura  lemput  rtgi  oeeurrit.)  The 
British  sovereign  was  always  competent  to  regu- 
late and  restram  his  colonies  in  tlieir  commerce 
and  intercourse  with  each  other,  whenever  ancl 
howev^  be  might  think  proper;  and  had  he  for- 
bidden his  subjects  in  Ihe  province  of  Massachusetts 
to  fish,  and  dry  and  cure  fish,  in  the  bays,  harbors, 
and  creeks  of  Labrador,  which,  by  the  way,  had 
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Tiot  imiDtmorkillT  belooged  to  bim,  it  is  oot  to  be 
intagiaad  thtt  they  would  have  coueeiTed  theto- 
•elres  discharged  from  the  oblignlioD  of  submti- 
ting  on  BccouDt  of  any  pretended  right  from  im- 
metnorial  usage.  The  fishing  p-ivilere.  therefore, 
enjoyed  by  British  subjects  witbia  British  juris- 
diction,  could  gire  no  irenannenl  and  independent 
right  to  those  subjects  IbemteWes,  and,  a  f</rtSori, 
no  such  right  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
claiming  under  a  di^rent  estate  and  in  a  diffetetit 
capacity.  Great  Britain  might,  indeed,  as  well 
pmcribe  for  the  prerogatiTes  of  her  sovereignty 
OTcr  «8,  as  we  for  any  of  the  privil^es  which  we 
eniayed  as  ber  subjects. 

I -do  not  tbink  it  neceesarv  to  inquire  bow  far 
tbe  practice  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts  was 
tbe  practice  of  the  whole  original  thirteen  United 
Btaies,  or  of  the  United  States  now,  including 
Loniiiana,  or  how  far  the  immemorial  usage  o? 
the  people  of  Boston  cm  eutablisb  a  preacriptire 
Ttgbt  in  the  people  of  New  Orleans.  1  trust  I  liave 
laid  enough  to  show  that  preKriptioa  is  ina^i- 
aaUe  to  the  parties.  It  is,  also,  1  conceire,  inap- 
{dieable  to  the  subject. 

Had  (be  United  States,  as  an  independent  na- 
tioD,  enjoyed,  from  time  immemorial,  the  fishing 
privilege  id  question,  Etill,  from  the  nature  of  this 
priTitege,  no  presoiiplivc  right  could  have  thence 
oecD  eslabliahed.  A  right  to  fish,  or  to  trade,  or 
to  do  anjr  other  act  or  thing  within  the  ezclusiTe 
jarisdiotion  of  a  foreign  State,  is  a  simple  power, 
a  rightof  mere  ability,  {jm  -mera  fiiotutaUt,)  de- 
peodiog  on  the  will  of  such  Stete,  and  is  coase- 
queotl}'  imprescriptible.  An  independent  title  can 
be  derived  only  from  treaty. 

I  coBoeive,  thaefore,  that  our  claim  to  the  fish- 
ing privilege,  from  immemorial  usage,  is  not  only 
unsumwrled  by  the  fact,  but  cBDnot,  in  effect,  re- 
sult from  such  naage. 

I  have,  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  been  led 
to  conelude,  thai  the  treaty  of  1783,  in  retation  to 
the  fishing  liberty,  is  abrogated  by  the  war;  that 
this  liberty  is  totally  destitute  of  support  from  pre- 
scription ;  and  that  we  are^  consequently,  leA  wiih- 
ODt  any  title  to  it  whatsoever.  For  I  eaanot  pre- 
vail upva  myeelf  to  seek  for  such  a  title  in  the 
relative  situation  of  the  parties,  at  the  time  of  ne- 
^tiatioe  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  contend,  aeeor4- 
mg  to  the  insinuatioD  contained  in  our  letter  to 
pou  of  [he  21st  of  Deoeraber,  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  6rnt  Brita-in  over  the  colonies,  a»signed  to  her 
in  Amerioa,  was  a  grant  from  the  Uaitn)  States, 
ftnd  that  the  United  States,  in  making  this  gnat, 
reserved  to  themselves  the  privilege  in  question. 
Such  ajtretensioD,  however  lofty,  is  so  inconsisient 
with  the  citcumstanoes  of  the  oase,  and  with  any 
aobet  coneimction  which  can  be  given  to  thai 
treaty,  that  I  shall,  I  trnst,  be  excused  from  seri- 
ously examining  its  validity. 

Hevhig  thus  staled  some  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  me  to  differ  in  opinion  from  a  majority  of 
my  colleagues,  relative  to  the  character  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  as  well  as  with  r^ard  to  every 
other  foundation  on  which  they  vrcr«  diaposed  *- 


to  dissent  &om  them  in  the  intermetation  of  im 
instructions.  These  instntctiens  forbid  oi  ro  ^ 
mit  our  rights  to  the  trade  beyond  the  Cipi  sT 
Good  Hope,  to  the  fisheries,  sod  to  LauiBiiBa,a 
be  brongtrt  mto  discussion.  I  ooiceired  thai  ibii 
prohibiUoa  extended  to  the  general  rights  onlj, 
which  affected  onr  sovereignty,  and  resulted  Itdii 
it,  end  not  to  mere  special  llbertiea  and  ptifihn 
which  trad  no  relation  to  Ibat  sovereignif,  ciiU 
as  to  its  nature  or  extent, 

The  right  retatiug  to  the  trade  bevond  ikeCipe 
of  Good  Hope,  WHS  the  right  which  belong  u 
U9  as  an  iadepeadent  nation,  in  connnaniriib  til 
other  independent  nations,  and  not  the  permisiEiii 
of  trading  to  those  parts  of  the  Bast  Indin  wbicb 
were  within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Oral 
Britain.  In  like  manner  the  right  to  the  GAtna, 
contemplated  by  our  instructions,  wa^  I  coDWTFd, 
the  right  common  to  all  nations,  to  use  th«  opa 
sea  for  fishing  as  well  at  for  navigation,  and  ds 
to  the  liberty  to  fiih  and  cure  fish  within  tk  icni- 
torial  limits  of  any  foreigo  State.  The  rigiit  u 
Louisiana,  which  was  not  to  be  brought  ialo  dis- 
cussion, was  tlte  right  to  the  empire  and  domiii 
of  that  region,  and  not  to  the  right  of  CKlBdini 
Great  Britain  from  the  navigation  of  the  Mii' 
slssippi. 

H«w  &r  we  conformed  to  this  infinKtion,¥tt 
r^srd  to  the  general  ri^ht  to  Lioaisana,  it  i>  on 
aeces^try  for  me  here  to  inquire ;  but  cerOinlj  ilie 
majority  believed  themselves  permitted  toojcri 
very  explicit  proposition  with  rej^ard  loA^nifi- 

SiiMMt  of  its  principal  river.  lfaeU«(red,wiiliil»iD, 
at  we  were  so  permitted,  end  that  we  wmlib- 
wise  permitted  to  offer  a  proposition  retolire  to  tb( 
fishinr  liberty,  and,  had  the  occasion  reqaitrd  i- 
to  mute  propoeala  concerning  the  trade  to  tbc  Brit- 
ish East  Indies.  I  was  persuaded  that  tmiiBt 
-relative  to  these  privileges,  or  disctiasiii|  theobli' 
gation  or  expediency  of  granting  or  wilbhcdiliic 
them,  respectively,  violalM  in  do  way  anr  aou^ 
tiona,  or  affected  the  general  rights  which  wewm 
forbidden  to  brin^  into  discussion.  Coniiitrinj, 
therefore,  the  fishing  liberty  to  be  entirdy  ti  u 
end  without  a  new  stipulation  for  its  reriral,  vA 
believing  that  we  were  entirely  free  to  diMua* 
terms  and  <ondit4ons  of  such  a  ttipolatiini,  I  ^ 
not  object  to  the  article  proposed  by  et  beov 
asy  article  on  the  sobject  wns  unaee^sary  or  nt- 
trery  to  our  innrueiioas ;  bat  I  obgeetad  speciillr 
to  4tiai  article  became,  concediag  in  it  ilie  fff 
navigation  of  the  MJesiseippi,  m  oSered,  in  kt 
eatimatioD,  far  the  fishing  privilege,  a  price  wKk 
•bore  itd  valire. 

no  view  of  the  tabjeei  co«ld  I  discovttuT 
aoalagf  bctweeo  the  two  objects;  and  the  eel; 
Teoeon  for  eooMcting  tbem,  and  makio;  tkn 
mviiul  equivalent  for  eadt  other,  appeared  Bit* 
because  they  were  both  farad  m  the  treaty  of  I^ 
If  that  treaty  waa  abrogated  by  the  war,  {*>  < 
cotisider  it  to  have  been,)  aoy  connexioB  benreci 
' '  pans  mutt  have  ceued,  and  Ibe  UbCrty  of  m^ 
BMinff  the  M itaisalppi  by  Biiliah  tubals  mofl.^ 
uaat,  M  oonpletcly  at  an  end:  for  it  will  iwt|' 
tnwt,  be  Mtem{>leit  to  cealiitBe  it  bytt  pnsoiifli^ 
tide,  at  to  consider  iias  araatrwtioB  taadt  «r^ 
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United  Stale*  from  any  graatofBOTcreigntjr  which, 
at  the  treaty  of  peace,  ihey  accorded  to  Oreat  Brii- 
ain.  If,  indeed,  it  wb«  such  a  usservatioB,  it  rami 
have  been  intended  for  our  benefit,  and  of  tsourse 
coald  be  no  equivaleot  for  the  fianine  pririlege. 
If  it  is  eoDsidered  as  a  reservation  made  bf  Oreat 
Britain,  it  will  reveise  the  facts  sitsnaisd  by  ui  ia 
relation  to  that  privileffe. 

The  third  arUcle  of^tfae  treaty  of  1783,  respect- 
ing the  fisheries,  and  the  eighthariicle  of  that 
treaty,  respecting  ihe  Mississippi,  had  not  the 
slightest  reference  <o  each  other,  and  were  plaoed 
as  remote  the  one  from  the  other  as  the  Limits  of 
that  treaty  could  well  admit.  WhatcTer,  there- 
fore, was  the  cause  of  inserting  the  fishing  liberty, 
whether  it  was  a  roltiniar^  aad  gtatuilom  grant 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  or  extorted  from  ber 
as  a  eoodition  on  which  the  peace  depended,  ii 
could  bave  had  no  relation  to  the  free  navi^tion 
of  the  Hissisai)^].  Besidet,  the  article  relatire  to 
this  rirer  must,  from  the  evident  views  of  the  par- 
ties at  the  time,  from  ilteir  supposed  relations  tc 
each  other,  and  from  their  known  relations  to  e 
third  Power,  as  to  this  river,  have  been  considered 
of  mutual  and  equal  advantage,  ami  furnished 
subject  for  compensation  or  adjustment  in  a  , 
other  provision  of  that  treaty.  Both  parties  be- 
lieved that  this  river  toached  the  territories  of  both, 
aiid  that,  of  course,  both  bad  a  right  to  its  uariga- 
tioo.  As  Bpain  possessed  both  banks  of  tbb  river, 
to  a  Goasidoable  distaaoe  from  iu  mouth,  and  one 
of  it*  b^ks  neaily  throDghoui  its  whole  extent, 
both  parties  iiad  an  interest  in  uniting  to  prevent 
that  Power  from  obalrtictieg  its  luivigatiOD.  Had 
not  the  article  been  intendifd  to  engage  the  partii 
in  relation  to  Spain,  they  would,  probably,  have 
limited  it  to  the  itaTigaCion  of  the  river  as  far  as 
their  own  territories  extended  on  it,  and  not  have 
stipulated  for  ib  navintion  to  the  ocean,  which 
Decesaarihr  carried  it  iBroogh  the  exclusive  terri- 

If  the  cireumstances  had  been,  in  fsot,  sucb  as 
the  parties  at  the  time  believed  them  to  be,  aad 
with  a  view  to  which  they  acted  ;  or  bad  these 
circiiinstaacessnbsequentljr  experieuced  no  radical 
change, Oreat  Britain  wonld  have  gained  now  no 
more  than  she  would  have  granted  by  the  revival 
of  the  article  in  relation  to  the  Mississippi,  and 
ivoald  not,  any  more  than  in  1783,  have  acknow- 
ledged any  eqoivaleni  to  be  ooitferred  by  it  for 
oar  liberty  tdatiie  to  the  fisheries.  The  circum- 
stances, however,  assumed  by  the  parties  at  the 
time,  in  relation  to  Oreat  Britain,  and  from  which 
hn  lights  were  dedaced,  have  not  only  in  part 
been  discovered  not  lo  have  existed,  but  those 
which  did  exist  have  been  entirely  changed  by 
sabeeqitent  events.  It  ban  been  ascertained  that 
the  territories  assigned  to  Great  Britain  nowhere, 
ia  fact,  reached  the  MisMulppi ;  and  the  scquisi- 
tioo  of  Louisiana  by  the  United  States  has  forever 
removed  the  Spanish  jurisdiction  from  that  river. 
The  whole  consideration,  therefore,  on  the  part 
of  Gieat  Britain,  whether  derived  from  her  terri- 
torial rights,  or  from  her  part  of  the  reeiproeal 
oUigations  relative  to  Spain,  having  entirely  fail- 


My  be  fairly  construed  to  have 


that  consideration  n 
terminated  with  it. 

In  this  view  of  the  sutgect,  Great  Britain  ccnAA 
have  had  no  title  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, even  if  a  war  had  not  taken  place  between 
the  parties.  To  renew,  therefore,  the  claims  of 
Great  Britain  onder  that  article,  subject  to  this 
conatmction,  would  be  erentiDg  her  nothing ;  and 
to  renew  that  article  indepnident  of  this  constroc- 
tion,  and  without  an^  refereuce  to  the  circum- 
stances that  attended  its  origin,  in  1763,  or  to  the 
events  which  have  since  occurred  in  relation  t« 
k,  woald  be  granting  her  advantagen  not  onlr 
entirely  unilateral,  as  it  relates  to  the  article  itself 
but,  1  believe,  of  much  greater  importance  than  any 
which  we  could  derive  from  the  iibevty  relative 
to  Ihe  fisheries. 

If  the  article  which  we  offered  merely  intended 
to  rescue  the  third  and  eighth  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  1783  from  the  operation  of  tbe  present  war,  anl 
-to  continue  ihem  precisely  as  they  were  imnw- 
diaiely  prior  lo  this  war,  (tbe  third  article  being 
then  in  full  force,  and  the  eighth  article  beii^  no 
longer  obligatoryj  we  should  have  attempt^  ta 
eichapge,  tike  Oeoeral  Drummond,  the  dead  for 
the  living. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  the  Brititli 
Government  should,  in  suspecting  sueh  an  intea- 
tion,  have  rejected  our  proposiiioD.  I  wasomoied, 
however,  to  making  the  proposition,  not  only  be- 
cause I  was  convinced  that  it  was  offered  with  no 

ih  intention,  but  because  I  believed  it  would 
Great  Britain  the  free  nev^tion  of  the 
under  circumstance-s,  and  evidently 


for  an      .     , 

tinct  groonds  from  those  on  which  it  was  placed 


object,  which  woald  place  it  on  very  dis- 


=  excitt- 

ily  wtibin  the  acknowlnlged  jurisdiction  of 
me  United  States,  a  simple  renewal  of  the  British 
right  to  navigate  it  would  place  that  right  beyond 
the  reach  of  Ihe  war,  and  of  every  other  previous 
circumstanae  which  might  have  impaired  or  ter- 
minated it ;  and  the  power  to  grant  on  our  pert 
being  now  complete,  the  right  to  enjoy  on  hen, 
ider  our  grant,  mtut  be  complete  also. 
It  woald  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  any  thing 
impossible  was  intended,  and  that  Oreat  Britaia 
was  to  be  allowed  to  navigate  the  Mississippi  pre- 
cisely as  she  could  bave  navigated  it  iminediatetr 
aftertbetreaty  of  1788;  as  ifher  territories  extend* 
ed  to  it ;  and  as  if  Spain  was  in  entire  possessioa 
of  one  of  its  banks  and  of  a  considerable  portio> 
of  the  other.     The  revival  of  tbe  Britisb  rifiht  to 
Igate  the  Mississippi  would  be,  under  existing 
amstancea,  a  new  and  complete  grant  to  hn, 
measured  by  these  circumstances, ana  thence  em- 
bracing not  only  the  entire  freedom  of  tbe  whole 

of  that  river,but  the  unrestrained  access  to 

IS  onr  territories.  If  we  did  not  intend  thiik 
we  intended  nothing  which  Great  Britain  could 
accept;  and  whatever  else  might  have  been  in- 
tended, if  not  at  once  rejected  by  her,  woald  here- 
after have  been  tbe  subject  of  new  and  endless 
controversy.  When,  however,  we  cooBeated  the 
of  ^revival  of  tbe  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  with 
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the  revival  of  the  liberty  of  taking  nnd  caring  fiah 
within  the  British  jurisdiction,  (two  thiaes  which 
nerer  before  had  anf  relatioD  lo  each  oiner,]  we 
eridently  meant,  if  we  acted  in  good  faith.  Dot  only 
(o  copcedeas  well  as  (o  obtain  somethiog,  but  also  to 
be  UDderstood  as  coDceding  aa  equivalent  for  what 
we  obiaiaed.  In  thua  offering  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  the  access  to  it  through  our 
tenitorien,  as  an  equivalent  for  the  fishing  riberty, 
we  not  00)7  placed  both  on  ground  entirAj'  dtOer- 
ent  from  that  in  which  they  respectively  stood  in 
the  treaty  of  1783,  and  acted  somewhat  inconsist- 
ently with  our  own  reasoning  relative  to  the  ori- 
gin and  immortality  of  the  latter;  but  we  offered 
lo  concede  much  more  than  we  could  hope  to  gain 
by  the  arrangemeni,  with  whatever  view  iu  com- 
parative effects  might  be  estimated. 

From  the  year  1783  to  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war,  the  actual  advantages  derived 
from  the  fishing  privilege  by  the  ^leople  of  the 
United  Stalei  were,  according  to  the  beat  informa- 
tion that  I  can  obtaio  on  the  subject,  very  incon* 
siderable,  and  annually  experiencing  a  Toluntary 
diminution. 

It  was  discovered  that  the  obscurity  and  hu' 
miditj  of  the  atmosphere,  owin^  to  almost  inceti- 
aant  logs  in  the  high  northern  latitudes,  where  this 
privilege  was  chiefly  located,  prevented  tba  effec- 
tual curing  of  fish  in  those  regions,  and,  couse- 
quenily,  lessened  very  much  the  value  of  the  lib- 


erty of  taking  them  there.    By  far  the  ^rei 
port  of  the  fi^  laben  by  0      ' 


ibJor, 


present  war  was  caught  in  the  open  sea  or  upon 
our  own  coasts,  and  cured  upon  our  own  shores. 
This  branch  of  the  fisheries  has  been  found  to  be 
ioezhaustible,  and  has  been  pursued  with  so  much 
more  certaiuiy  and  despatch  than  the  i  '  ' 
portion  within  the  British  jurisdiction,  tl 
not  only  been  generally  preferred  by  our  fishermen, 
butwouldproMbly,on  longer  experience,  havebetn 
almost  universally  used  by  them.  It  was  to  be  be- 
lieved, therefore,  that  a  discontinuance  of  the  priv' 
ilege  of  taking  and  curing  fish  within  the  British 
jurisdiction  would  not  at  all  diminish  the  aggregate 
quantity  taken  by  the  people  of  the  United  Stales, 
or  very  materiaUy  vary  the  details  of  the  business. 
That  part  of  the  fisheries  which  would  still  have 
belonged  to  us  as  a  nation  (being  exhaustless) 
would  aSbrd  an  ample  field  for  all  the  capital  and 
industry  hitherto  employed  iti  the  general  busineEs 
of  fishing,  or  merchandise  of  fish;  and  on  that 
field  might  the  few  fishermen  who  had  hitherto 
used  the  liberty  of  taking  and  curing  fish  wilhi 
the  iurisdicliOD  of  Great  Britain  exert  ibeir  shil 
and  labor  without  any  serious  inconvenience.  Thi 
liberty,  liable,  in  a  very  considerable  degree,  by 
the  terms  in  which  it  was  granted,  to  be  curtailed 
by  the  Government  and  subjects  of  a  foreign  State ; 
already  growing  into  voluatary  disuse  by  our  owi 
citixeDs,  on  account  of  the  difncuiltes  inseparabli 
liom  it;  and  absolutely  incapable  of  extension 
was  totally  unnecessary  to  us  for  subsistence  or  oc- 
enpatign,  and  afforded  in  no  way  any  commercial 
facility  or  political  advantage.  This  privilege,  loo, 
.  while  it  was  thus  of  little  or  no  utility  to  us,  cost 
Great  Brilaiik  literally  nothing. 


The  free  navigation  of  the  Misedisippi,  widi  tbt 

~essary  acceas  to  it,  is  a  grant  of  a  vny  difa- 
cbaracter.    If  it  was  not  heretofore  used  ^ 

>at  Britain,  it  was,  perhaps,  because  sh«  did 
consider  herself  entitled  to  it,  or  becBnie  tl* 
circumsiancps  of  the  moment  suspended  its  pnni- 
cal  utility.  The  treaty  of  17B3  stipulated  Ibc k 
the  navigation  of  this  river,  under  the  prooin^ 
tioD  that  her  territories  extended  to  it;  and.  of 
course,  could  not  intend  to  give  her  an  accea  10  ii 
through  our  territories.  The  British  pooeiaaii 
to  the  westward  of  Lake  Srie  being  atmosltstirdi 
unsettled,  rendered,  perhaps,  the  free  oarinliaDof 
the  Missiraippi,  for  the  moment,  of  little  idnangt 
to  her,  particularly  as  her  right  to  reach  iiinsti 
least  equivocal,  and  as,  by  another  treaty,  she  cmU 
cany  on  trade  with  our  Indians. 

This  navixation  might,  indeed,  for  a  loog  lint 
to  come,  be  oT  little  use  lo  her  for  all  the  legitimilt 
purposes  of  transit  and  intercourse;  but  tfrrj 
change  that  could  take  place  in  this  respect  mw 
increase  its  importance  lo  her;  while  every  cbanp 
in  the  fishing  liberty  would  be  to  the  disadruugt 
□f  the  United  Btates. 

The  freedom  of  the  Misaissippi,  however,  u  d« 
to  be  estimated  by  the  mere  le^timaie  ovi  ibi 
would  be  made  of  it  The  unreatrained  and » 
defined  access  which  would  have  been  iafnTtd 
from  the  article  which  we  proposed,  would  bw 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  and  her  inb- 
jects  all  the  facilities  of  commuaicatioii  williottt 
own  cJtixeos,  and  with  the  Indians  inhabitlBg^F 
immense  regions  of  our  Western  terriimr-  Iiis 
not  in  the  nature  of  things  ihat  these  neiliiiei 
should  not  have  been  abused  for  unrighlconi  fll^ 
posen.  A  Vast  field  for  contraband  and  intngw 
would  have  been  laid  open,  and  our  Wtstenta- 
ritories  would  have  been  swarmed  with  Btliiik 
smugglers  and  British  emissaries.  The  re'cniit 
would  have  been  defrauded  by  the  illicit  introdiK- 
lion  of  English  merchandise;  and  the  livesofou 
citizens,  and  the  security  of  s  valuable  portiea  ol 
our  country,  exposed  to  Indian  hostilities,  tieited 
by  an  unconlroUed  British  influence.  If  o<ai<- 
slructiona  to  gaard  against  such  an  inflaeneefic- 
bade  us  to  renew  the  British  liberty  to  trade  «iib 
our  ludians,  we  certainly  violated  the  ^iiil  of 
those  instructions  in  offering  the  means  of  a» 
cising  that  infiuence  with  still  greater  facility  ud 
effect  than  could  result  from  that  liberty. 

What  was  there  in  the  fishing  liberty,  eiiherof 
gain  to  us,  or  loss  10  Great  Britain,  to  waiTui,)i> 
consideration  of  it,  a  grant  10  her  of  KOch  main 
o{  fraud  and  annoyance  1  What  justice  or  cqial' 
ity  was  there  in  exposing  to  all  the  hontn  of 
savage  warfare  the  unoffending  citizens  of  u  im- 
mense tract  of  territory,  not  at  all  benefited  If 
the  fishing  privilege,  merely  10  provide  for  tb' 
doubtful  accommodation  of  a  few  fisbermn,  in  > 
remote  quarter,  entirely  exempt  from  the  daaget 

Such  have  been  the  reasons  which  induced  O' 
to  differ  from  a  majority  of  my  colleagues  witt 
regard  to  the  ariicie  in  question,  and  whicb,  I 
trust,  will  be  thought  sufficient  at  least  to  tiodi- 
cate  my  motives. 

The  unfeigned  respect  which  I  feel  for  the  a- 
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legrity,  talents,  and  judgment  of  thote  Eeotle 
would  restraiu  me  from  op^oniDg  tbem  on  alight 
grounds;  aud  a  deference  for  ibeir  opiniODi  makes 
m«  almoet  fear  tbat  1  bare  erred  in  disseoting 
from  tbem  dd  the  present  occasion.  I  can  but  re- 
joice, howeVer,  that  the  article  as  proposed  b;  us 
was  rejected  by  Great  Britain,  whatever  were  her 
resKins  for  rejecting  it ;  wbetber,  as  above  sng- 
gesteil,  slie  suspectnl  some  tacit  reservation,  or 
^aut  of  faith  on  oar  part ;  or  auppoted,  from  the 
price  we  at  once  bade  for  the  fishiog  privilege, 
tbat  we  overrated  its  value,  and  miglit  concede 
for  it  even  more  than  the  navigation  of  the  Mis- 
aissippi,  with  all  its  accessory  advantages. 

We  are  tlill  al  liberty  to  negotiate  for  that  priv- 
ilege in  a  treaty  of  commerce,  should  it  be  found 
ezpedient^and  to  offerfor  it  an  equivalent  fair  in  its 
comparative  value,  and  juat  in  its  relative  effects. 
Id  any  other  way,  I  trust,  we  shall  not  consent  to 
purchase  its  reaewal. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect, 
sir,  your  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 

My  ailment  to  demonstrate  the  abrogation  of 
the  treaty  of  17B3  by  the  pretieDi  war,  and  the 
cooseqneat  discontinuance  of  the  fishing  privilege 
will,  I  irtist,  not  be  ascribed  to  any  hostility  to 
those  who  were  intereated'io  that  privilege.  I 
have  been  always  ready,  and  am  »iill  ready,  to 
make  every  sacrifice  for  the  preservation  of  that 
privilege  which  its  nature  and  utility  can  justify  ; 
but  1  have  conscientiously  believed  that  the  free 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi  was  pregnant  with 
too  much  mischief  to  beofiered  indirectly,  under 
our  constrnction  of  the  treaty,  or  directly,  as  a 
new  equivalent  for  the  liberty  of  taking  and  cur- 
ing fish  within  the  British  jurisdiction. 

We  had  three  other  ways  of  proceeding: 

First.  To  contend  fur  the  indestructibility  of  tbe 
treaty  of  1783 ;  whence  inferring  the  ccatinnance 
of  the  fishing  privilege,  without  saying  any  thins 
about  the  navigation  of  tbe  Mississippi,  which 
irould  'have  reserved  our  right  of  contesting  this 
navi^tion  on  the  grounds  1  have  mentioned  as 
specially  applicable  to  it. 

Secondly.  To  have  considered  the  treaty  at  en 
end,  and  to  have  oflered  a  reasonable  e<]uiTalent 
(wherever  it  might  be  found)  for  the  fishing  priv- 


■Ti 


hirdty.'  To  have  made  this  liberty  a  tint  qua 
of  peace,  as  embraced  by  the  principle  ofttattu 
oms  Wtus*. 

To  dtber  of  these  propositions  I  would  have 
assented ;  but  I  could  not  consent  to  grant  or  re- 
rive  the  British  right  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississim>i  in  order  to  procure  or  preserve  tbe  fish- 
ing liberty. 


PiniB,  Rbmary  11, 1815. 
8tK :  Iti  conformilf  with  the  intimation  con- 
tained in  my  letter  oi  the  25th  December,  I  have 
now  the  honor  to  state  to  you  the  reasons  which 
bare  induced  me  to  differ  from  a  majority  of  my 


colleagues  on  the  expediency  of  offering  an  article 
confirming  the  Britisa  right  to  ihenavigalioo  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  the  ri^hi  of  the  American  people 
to  take  and  cure  fish  in  certain  places  within  tbe 
British  jurisdiction. 

The  proposal  of  such  an  article  appeared  to  be 
inconsistent  with  our  reasoning  to  prove  its  abso- 
lute inutility. 

According  to  this  reasoning,  no  new  stipniaiion 
was  any  more  necessary,  on  the  subject  of  such 
an  article,  than  a  new  stipulation  for  tbe  recog- 
nition of  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the 
United  States. 

The  article  proposed  appeared,  also,  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  our  instructions,  as  interpreted  by  as, 
which  forbade  us  to  suffer  our  rwht  to  the  fisherias 
to  be  brought  into  discussion  ;  for,  it  could  not  be 
believed  that  we  were  leA  free  to  stipulate  on  a 
subject  which^we  were  restrained  from  discussing, 
and  that  an  a'rgumeni,  and  not  an  agreement,  was 
to  be  aToided. 

If  onr  construction  was,  indeed,  correct,  it  might 
noL  perhaps,  be  difficnlt  to  show  that  we  have  no^ 
in  fact,  completely  refrained  from  the  interdicted 
discussion. 

At  any  rale,  the  proposal  of  tbe  article  in  ques- 
tion was  objectionable,  inasmuch  as  it  was  incom- 
patible with  tbe  principlea  asserled  by  a  majoritv 
of  the  mission,  and  with  the  construction  whicB 
thai  majority  had  adopted  on  that  part  of  our  in- 
structions  which  related  to  the  fisheites.  If  tbe 
majority  were  correct  in  these  principles  and  in 
this  Gonsiruclion,  it  became  us  to  act  accordingly ; 
if  they  were  incorrect,  still  it  was  unnecessary  to 
add  inconsistency  tu  error. 

1  freely  confess,  however,  that  I  did  not  accord 
with  the  majority,  either  in  their  views  of  the  treaty 
of  1763,  whence  they  derive  their  principles,  nor 
of  our  inEtruElions;  and  that  my  great  oDJection 
to  proposing  the  article  did  not  arise  from  an  anxi- 
ety to  reconcile  our  conduct  with  our  reasoning 
and  declarations. 

I  could  not  believe  that  the  independence  of  the 
United  Slates  was  derived  from  the  treaty  of  1783; 
ibat  tbe  recognition  of  that  independence  by  Great 
Britain  gave  to  this  treaty  any  peculiar  character: 
or  that  such  character,  supposing  it  existed,  would 
necessarily  render  this  treaty  abaolutely  inseparaUe 
in  its  provisions,  and  make  it  one  entire  and  indi- 
visible whole,  equally  imperishable  in  alt  its  parts^ 
by  any  change  which  might  occur  in  the  relations 
between  the  contracting  parties. 

The  independence  of  the  United  Stales  rests 
upon  those  tundamental  principles  set  forth  and 
acted  on  by  the  American  Congress  in  tbe  decla- 
ration of  July,  1776,  and  not  on  any  British  grant 
in  the  treaty  of  1783 ;  and  its  era  is  dated  accord- 
ingly. 

The  treaty  of  1783  was  merely  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  therefore  subject  to  the  same  rules  of  construc- 
tion as  all  other  compacts  of  this  nature.  The 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
Slates  could  not  well  have  given  to  it  a  peculiar 
character,  and  excepted  it  from  tbe  operation  of 
these  rules.  Such  a  recognition,  expressed  or 
implied,  is  always  indispensable  on  the  part  of 
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wbaimever.  FVsDce,  ia  ibe  Tmtf 
loog  before  tbe  ywr  1783,  not  only  expreulr  n- 
coRoised,  but  engtcipd  effecEDBlty  to  maiDiain  tbis 
indepeDdence ;  and  yel  tbis  tmly,  so  far  from 
being  coDiidered  as  pamessing  any  mfsterioas  pe- 
enliarity  by  which  its  eziEtence  waa  perpetuated, 
has,  even  irithouC  war,  and  altbougb  a  part  of  it 
contained  words  of  p«rpetaity  and  was  anexecuied, 
toDff  tince  terminated. 

Had  the  recognition  of  oar  independence  by 
Oreat  Britain  giren  to  the  treaty  of  1783  any  pe- 
culiar character,  (whicb  it  did  not,)  yet  that  char- 
acter could  have  properly  extended  to  those  pro- 
Tieions  only  irbicb  aflecied  that  independence.  I 
AUtheaegeneraltigbtB,forinataDce,  of  jurisdiction, ! 
which  appertained  to  the  United  States  in  tb«ir 
quality  as  a  nation,  might,  so  far  as  that  treaty 
was  declaratory  of  tbem,  base  beet^  embraced  by 
that  pecnliarity,  without  necessarily  eilendiog  its 
influence  to  mere  special  liberties  and  priTtlegea, 
or  to  fKovisiona  long  since  executed,  not  indispen- 
sably connected  with  national  sovereignty,  nor 
necessarily  resultine  from  it. 

The  liberty  to  take  and  cure  fish  within  the  ex- 
clusive jurisdietioa  of  Great  Britain,  was  certainly 
not  necessary  to  perfect  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  And  tbtre  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  such  a  liberty  was  intended  to  be  raised  to  an 
equality  with  the  general  right  of  fishing  within 
ihe  common  jurisdiction  of  alt  nations,  wnich  ac- 
crued to  ni  as  a  member  of  tbe  grefli  national 
family.  On  tbe  contrary,  the  distinction  between 
the  special  liberty  and  the  general  right  appears 
to  hare  been,  well  understood  by  the  American 
Ministers  who  negotiated  the  treaty  of  1783,  and 
to  hare  been  clearly  marked  by  the  very  import 
of  tbe  terms  which  they  employed.  It  would 
evidently  have  been  unwise  in  them,  however  in- 
genious it  may  be  in  us,  to  exalt  &ueh  a  privilege  . 
to  the  rank  of  a  sovereign  right,  and  thereby  to ! 
have  assumed  the  unnecessary  and  inconvenient ; 
obligation  of  considering  such  a  liberty  to  be  an 
indispensable  condition  of  our  national  existence, 
and  thus  rendering  ibat  existence  as  precarious  as 
the  liberty  itself.  They  could  not  have  considered 
X  privilege  which  they  expressly  made  to  depend, 
to  a  very  considerabte  extent,  tor  ita  continuance, 
on  mere  events  and  private  interests,  as  partaking 
of  the  character  and  entitled  to  the  duration  of  the 
inherent propertiesof sovereignty.  Theaetllement 
of  tbe  shores  might  at  any  time  have  been  effected 
by  the  policy  of  the  British  Qovemment,  and 
would  have  made  the  assent  of  Brilifh  subjects, 
under  the  inflnenee  of  that  policy,  necessary  to 
the  continuance  of  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
that  privilege.  They  could  not  have  meant  ihns 
to  place  witbio  the  control  of  a  foreign  Power  and 
its  subjects  an  ifOepral  pari,  as  we  now  af&et  to 
consider  this  privilege,  of  our  national  rights. 

It  is  from  this  view  of  the  subject  that  I  have 
been  constrained  to  believe  that  tbere  was  nothing 
in  tbe  treaty  of  1783  which  could  essentially  dis- 
tingnisfa  it  Irom  ordinary  treaties,  or  rescue  it,  on 
account  of  any  peculiarity  of  character,  from  the 
/ttro  belH,  or  f^om  the  operation  of  those  event*  on 


which  the  continuance  or  termination  of  soch 
treaties  depends. 

I  was,  in  like  manner,  compelled  to  believe,  if 
any  such  peculiarity  belonged  to  those  provisims 
in  that  treaty,  which  had  fcn  immediate  conneiicn 
with  our  independence,  that  it  did  not  necessarily 
afli»t  the  nature  of  the  whole  treaty,  nor  atiachto 
a  privilege  whicb  had  ito  analogy  to  such  provi- 
sions, nor  any  relatioo  to  that  independence. 

1  know  not.  indeed,  any  treaty,  nor  any  article 
of  a  treaty,  whatever  may  have  been  the  snbjeet 
[o  which  it  related,  or  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
expressed,  tbat  has  survived  a  war  between  the 
parties,  without  being  specially  renewed,  by  reftr- 
ence  or  recital,  in  tbe  sncceedmg  treaty  of  peace. 
1  cannot,  indeed  conceive  the  possibility  of  socha 
treaty,  or  of  such  an  article ;  for,  however  clear 
and  strong  the  t tipaUtions  for  perpetuity  mirht  be, 
these  stipulations  themselves  would  ftrilow  ttie  lale 
of  ordinary  unexecuted  engagements,  and  reqaire, 
af^er  a  war,  tbe  declared  anent  of  tne  parties  lot 
their  revival. 

We  appear,  in  fact,  not  to  have  an  unqtuliGed 
confidence  in  our  construction  of  tbe  tre«ty  of 
1783,  or  to  have  been  witling  to  rest  ezclnEivelf 
on  its  peculiar  character  out  title  to  any  of  the 
rights  mentioned  in  it,  and  much  less  oar  title  to 
the  fishing  privilege  in  qneslion. 

If  hostilities  could  not  affect  tbat  treaty,  nor  ab- 
rogate its  provisions,  why  did  we  permit  the  boeo- 
daries  assigned  by  it  to  Iw  brought  into  the  diseo*- 
sion,  or  stipulate  for  a  restoration  of  all  places 
taken  from  us  daring  the  present  war?  [f  snch 
a  restitution  was  secured  by  the  mere  operatioa  of 

•I...   •-...•.*  ^r  ffoti    ».L..   J.J  ^^^^   .1-      --   --    --- 


principle  of  vH  poaidttia  on  tbai  ground  1 

With  regard  to  the  fishing  prtvil^e,  wc  ob- 
tincily  stated  to  yon,  in  our  letter  of  the  3Sth  t^ 
December  last,  that,  at  the  time  of  tbe  treaty  of 
1783,  it  was  do  new  grant,  we  having  always  be- 
fore that  time  enjoyed  it,  and  tbas  endcavoM  lo 
derive  our  title  to  it  from  prescriptioa.  A  title 
derived  from  immemorial  usa^,  antecedent  to 
1783,  could  not  Well  owe  its  origin  or  ralidity  Ic 
any  compact  concluded  at  that-  time ;  and  wt 
might,  therefore,  in  this  view  of  the  sntgecl,  coi- 
rectty  say  that  this  privilege  was  then  ao  aev 
grant ;  that  is,  that  our  right  to  Ibe  exercise  of  it 
was  totally  independent  of  such  compact-  If  we 
were  well  founued.  however,  in  the  aravtion  oi' 
our  prescriptive  liiie,  it  was  quile  unnecessary  for 
us  lo  attempt  lo  give  a  kind  of  charmed  exiMence 
to  the  treaty  of  I7S3,  and  lo  extend  its  indefinable 
influence  to  every  article  of  which  it  was  coat- 
posed,  merely  to  preserve  tbat  title  which  we  de- 
clared to  be  derived  from  it,  and  which  bad  «- 
isted,  and  of  course  could  exist,  withoBi  it. 

It  was  rather  unfortnnate,  too,  for  our  argument 
against  tbe  severance  of  the  provisions  of  tha: 
treaty,  that  we  should  have  discovered  oursHve! 
such  a  radical  diftrenee  between  them,nukiiie 
the  fishing  privilege  to  depend  on  immemotiu 
usage,  and  of  course  distinct,  in  its  mkire  and  ia 
its  origin,  from  the  rights  reinlting  fhw  var  ivJe- 
pendence. 
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Wt  indeed  throw  som«  obseuritf  orei  this  auV 
j«cl,  whna  we  declare  to  yon  that  this  privilege 
was  always  enjoyed  bv  u»  before  the  treaty  of 
1783,  thence  inlerriog  that  it  was  not  granted  by 
that  treaty ;  and,  in  the  same  sentence,  and  from 
the  same  fact,  appear  also  to  infer  that  it  was  not 
to  be  forfeited  by  war,  any  mon  than  any  other  of 
the  rights  of  inaepeodeace ;  makiogit  iliusoneof 
those  rigbls,  and,  of  course,  according  to  our  doc- 
trine, (kpendeot  on  that  treaty.  There  might 
hare  been  nothing  incomprehensible  in  this  mode 
of  reasoning,  had  tbe  treaty  rtMMgnised  tbia  privi- 
lege  to  be  derived  from  jsescription,  and  confirmed 
it  on  that  groond.  The  treaty,  bowerer,  has  not 
tbe  slig;htest  allusion  to  the  past,  in  Kference  to 
thij  pnvil^e,  bnt  r^iards  it  only  with  a  view  to 
the  future.  The  treaty  cannot,  therefore,  be  con- 
strued as  supporting  a  pre-existins  title,  but  as  con- 
laioing  a  grant  entirely  new.  Ir  we  claim,  there- 
fore, under  the  treaty,  we  must  renounce 
tiou;  and  if  we  claim  fVora  prescription, 
dcrire  no  aid  from  the  treaty.  If  ine  treaty  be 
imperisbabte  in  all  Its  parts,  the  fishing  pririlege 
remains  unimpaired,  without  a  recurrence  to  im 
memorial  usage ;  and  if  our  title  to  it  be  wel 
founded  on  immemorial  usage,  tbe  treaty  may 
perish  witboDt  affecting  it  To  have  endeavored 
to  sapport  it  on  both  grounds  implies  that  we  had 
not  entire  confidence  in  either;  and  to  have  pro- 
posed a  new  article,  indicates  a  distrust  of  both. 

It  is  not,  as  I  conceive,  difficnli  lo  show  that  we 
can,  indeed,  derive  no  better  title  to  this  fishing 
privilege  from  prescription,  than  from  any  iade- 
slTucIible  qaaliiy  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 

Prescription  appears  to  be  inapplicable 
partiet  and  to  tbe  nU^fet,  and  lo  be  defective  both 
in /net  and  tftct. 

As  to  the  parties :  the  immemorial  enjoynenl 
of  a  privilege,  within  British  jurisdiction,  by  Brit- 
ish Kubjecls,  the  inhabitants  of  British  colonies, 
coulil  not  well  be  considered  as  evidence  of  a  title 
to  that  privilege  claimed  by  citizens  of  an  iode- 
pendent  Republic,  residing  within  tbe  exclusive 
mriiulictioii  of  ihat  Repubfic.  The  people  of  the 
United  Stales,  as  sucD,  could  have  claimed  no 
special  privilege  within  the  dominions  of  any  for- 
eign Power,  from  immemorial  usage,  in  1783, 
when  the  longest  duration  of  their  own  existence 
in  that  quality  was  liiile  more,  at  the  utmoeL  than 
the  brief  period  of  levtn  years,  which  is  surely  not 
beyond  the  memory  of  man,  [uilra  mtmoriam  lum^ 
inu.)  ThepegpleoftheUnitedSuteshadnever, 
in  fact,  during  that  period,  enjoyed  the  fishing 
privilege  a  moment,  being  effectually  [jreventea 
therefrom  by  the  existiBe  slate  of  hostilitiee.  Nor 
could  the  inhabitants  oT  the  colonies^  originallv 
coDstitnting  the  United  States,  even  tn  their  col- 
onial condition,  acquire  against  their  sovereign 
any  right  from  long  usage,  or  the  mere  lapse  of 
time,  (^miUun  tttnptu  r^  occurrit.)  The  British 
sovereign  was  always  competent  to  ri^late  or  to 
restrain  them  in  their  commerce  and  intercooise 
-with  each  other,  whenever  and  however  he  might 
Ifaink  propa.  And  had  he  forbidden  his  subjects 
in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to  fish,  and 
to   dry  and  cure  fish,  in  tbe  bays,  narbois,  and 


creeks  of  Labrador,  (wbicb,  by  the  way^  had  m( 
imTMnorio^yh^oN^toMa,)  It  is  notto  be  imagined 
that  they  would  have  conceived  ihemselva  dis- 
charged from  the  obligatioD  of  suEnnilting,  on  ac- 
count of  any  pretended  right  from  immemorial 

"fhe  fishing  privilege,  therefore,  enjoyed  by 
British  subjects  within  British  jurisdiction,  could 
give  no  permanent  and  independent  right  to  those 
ibiecls  themselves,  and,  aprthri,  no  such  right 
I  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  claiming  under 
di^1tmi<Mfa(<  and  in  a  different  capacity.  Qreat 
Britain  might,  indeed,  as  well  preecribe  for  tbe 
prerogative  of  her  soverei^ty  over  nt,  as  we  for 
any  of  the  privileges  which  we  enjoyed  as  her 
subjects. 

I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  inquire  how  far 
the  practice  of  the  people  of  Massachoselts  was 
the  practice  of  the  people  of  the  whole  original 
thirteen  Uoitol  Sutes,  or  of  the  United  States, 
now  including  Louisiana  ;  or  how  far  tbe  imme- 
morial usage  of  the  people  of  Boston  can  establsh 
a  prescriptive  right  in  the  people  of  New  Orleans. 
I  trust  1  hare  said  enough  to  show  that  prescrip- 
tion is  ijiapplic^)U  to  th*  fortiet. 

It  is  also,  I  conceive,  inapplicable  to  thesubject. 
Had  the  United  States,  as  an  independent  nation, 
enjoyed  from  time  immemorial  the  fishing  privi- 
lege in  question,  still,  from  the  nature  ot  this 
Envilege,  no  prescriptive  right  would  have  thence 
een  established.  A  right  to  fish,  or  to  trade,  or 
to  do  any  other  thing,  within  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  a  foreign  Stale,  is  a  Hmplt  poacr,  a  right 
of  mm  abiiilj/,  (Ju»  mene  facaUiMtj)  depending  on 
tbe  will  of  suen  State,  and,  conMquently,  imptt- 
teripHbU,  An  independent  right  can  be  derived 
only  from  treaty. 

I  conceive,  therefore,  that  a  claim  to  the  fishing 
privilege  from  immemorial  usage  is  not  only  un- 
supported by  the  /act,  boL  cannot,  in  efKt,  reault 
from  such  usage. 

1  have,  in  this  view  of  [he  subject,  been  led  to 
conclude  that  the  treaty  of  1783,  in  relation  to  the 
fishing  liberty,  is  abrogated  by  the  war  ;  aod  that 
this  liberty  is  totally  destitute  of  support  from  pre- 
scription ;  and,  consequently,  that  we  are  left 
without  any  title  to  it  whatsoever :  for,  I  cannot 
prevail  upon  myself  to  seek  for  such  a  title  in  the 
relative  situation  of  the  parties  at  the  lime  of  ne- 
gotiating the  treaty  of  1783,  and  contend,  accord- 
ing to  ilie  JDsiouaiion  contained  in  our  letter  to 
you  of  the  2Sth  December  last,  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Great  Britain  over  the  colonies  assigned  to 
her,  in  America,  was  a  grant  of  the  United  States; 
and  that  the  United  States,  in  making  this  gran^ 
rtterttd  to  thenudves  the  privilege  m  question. 
Such  a  pretension,  however  loAy,  is  so  incoosia- 
tent  with  the  real  eitcumstances  of  the  case,  and 
with  any  sober  construction  which  can  be  given 
to  Ihat  treaty,  that  I  shall,  I  trust,  be  excused  from 
seriously  examining  its  validity. 

Having  thus  stated  some  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  me  to  differ  in  opinion  from  a  majority 
of  my  colleagues,  relative  to  the  character  of  the 
treaty  of  1783,  as  well  as  with  regard  lo  every 
other  foundation  on  which  they  were  disposed  in- 


DigmzcdbyGoOglC 


2187 


APPENDIX. 


coniitteDtly  to  mt  our  title  to  the  Gibing  privilege, 
I  shall  DOW  proceed  to  explaio  the  reasooa  which 
ioflueDced  me  to  diueat  from  them  in  the  iniar- 
pretBtion  of  our  instructioDi  Telntire  to  their  pri- 

These  iDsiruclioDB  forbade  us  to  permit  our 

a'  ;hls  to  the  trade  beyood  the  Cape  of  Good 
ope.  to  the  fisheries,  and  to  Louisiana,  to  be 
brou^nt  into  discuMian.  [  conceived  that  this  pro- 
hibition eitended  to  Ihegeneral  rights  only,  which 
affected  our  soTereignty  and  resulted  from  it ;  and 
not  to  the  special  liberties  and  pririlegea,  which 
had  no  relation  to  that  sovereignty,  either  as  to  its 

The  right  relative  to  the  trade  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  was  the  right  which  belonged  to 
us  as  an  independent  nation,  and  not  to  the  per- 
miision  of  trading  to  those  parts  of  the  Bast  In- 
dies which  were  withia  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  Great  Britain.  In  like  manner,  the  right  to  the 
fisheries,  contemplated  by  our  insttactionn,  was, 
I  conceive,  the  right  to  use  the  open  sea  for  fish- 
ing as  well  aa  for  navigation ;  and  not  the  liberty 
to  fish,  and  to  cure  nsh,  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  any  foreign  State.  The  right  to  Louisi- 
ana, which,  by  those  instructions,  was  not  to  be 
brought  into  diecuuion,  was  the  right  to  the  em- 
pire end  domain  of  that  region,  and  not  the  right 
of  excluding  Great  Britain  from  the  free  nariga- 
tioa  of  the  Mississippi. 

How  far  wecooformed  to  this  instruction,  with 
regard  to  the  general  right  to  Louisiana,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  me  here  to  inquire ;  but,  certaioly, 
the  majority  believed  themselves  to  be  permitted 
(their  own  construction  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing) [o  offer  a  very  explicit  proposition,  with 
regard  to  the  navigation  of  its  principal  river. 
Now,  this  ofier  1  considered,  for  the  reasons  just 
suggested,  not  to  be  «  violation  of  the  instructions 
in  question,  but  I  considered  it  to  be  against  both 
the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  our  other  instructions 
of  the  15tb  of  April,  1813.  .  By  these  instructions 
we  were  expticitlj^  and  implicitly  directed  "  to 
avoid  any  stipulation  which  might  testtain  the 
United  States  from  excluding  the  British  traders 
from  the  navi^tion  of  the  Takes  and  rivers,  ex- 
clusively within  our  own  jurisdictiou,"  This  in- 
struction applied  with  the  greater  force  to  the 
Mississippi,  because,  as  it  is  believed,  it  was  the 
only  river  lo  which  it  could  apply. 

while  1  believed,  therefore,  that  we  were  per- 
mitted to  offer  a  proposition,  relative  to  the  fishing 
liberty ;  and  that,  in  treating  concerning  this  lib- 
erty, or  in  discussing  our  claim  lo  it,  we  in  no 
way  violated  our  instructions,  nor  affected  the 
general  rights  which  we  were  forbidden  lo  bring 
into  discussion ;  I  did  believe,  and  do  still  believe, 
that  we  were  expressly  and  unequivocally  forbid- 
den to  offer  or  to  renew  a  stipulation  for  the  free 
navigation,  by  the  British,  of  the  Mississippi — a 
river  within  out  exclusive  jurisdiction. 

Considering,  therefore,  the  fishing  liberty  to  be 
entirely  at  an  end,  without  a  new  stipulation  for 
its  revival,  and  believing  that  we  were  entirely 
free  to  discuss  the  terms  and  conditions  of  such  a 
stipulation,  1  did  not  object  to  the  article  proposed 


by  us  because  any  article  on  the  subject  was  ne- 
cessary, or  contrary  to  our  instrtictioas,  but  I  ob- 
jected specially  to  that  article,  because,  by  conced- 
ing in  it  to  Great  Britain  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  we  not  only  directly  violated  wr 
instructions,  but  we  offered,  in  mv  estimatioD,  a 
price  much  above  its  value,  and  which  could  not 
justly  be  given. 

In  no  view  of  the  subject  could  I  discover  aar 
analogy  or  relation  betw^n  the  two  objects;  and 
the  only  reason  for  connecting  them,  and  nukine 
them  mutual  equivalents  for  each  o(Der,  appeared 
to  be,  because  they  were  both  found  in  the  treaty 
of  1TB3.  If  that  treaty  was  abrogated  by  the 
war^  as  I  consider  it  to  have  been,  any  c(»- 
nexion  between  its  parts  mnst  have  ceased,  and 
the  liberty  of  navigaliogthe  Mississippi  by  British 
subjectsmust,  at  least,  be  completely  at  an  end  ;  for 
it  will  not,  1  trust,  be  attempted  to  continue  it  by 


title. 


made  by  the  United  Stales  from  any  grant  of  sov- 
ereignty, which,  at  the  treaty  of  peace,  they  ac- 
corded to  Great  Britain.  If,  indeed,  it  were  such 
3  reservation,  it  must  have  been  intended  for  Mr 
bentJU ;  and,  of  course,  no  equivalent  for  the  fish- 
ing privilege,  likewise  for  our  benefiu  If  it  ii 
considered  as  a  reservation  made  by  Great  Britain, 
it  will  reverse  all  the  facts  as-iumed  by  ua  in  rela- 
tion to  that  privilege. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  reapecl- 
ing  the  fisheries,  and  the  eighth  of  that  treaty,  re- 
specting the  Mississippi,  had  not  the  slighttat  ref- 
erence to  each  other,  and  were  placed  as  remote 
the  one  from  the  other  as  the  limit*  of  that  treaty 
could  well  admit.  Whatever,  therefore,  might 
have,  been  the  cause  ef  inserting  the  Sshing  liberty, 
whether  it  was  a  voluntary  and  gratuiiout  graat 
on  the  part  of  Great  Briiain,  or  extorted  from  bei 
as  a  condition  on  which  the  peace  depended,  it 
could  have  had  no  relation  with  the  free  navi^ 
lion  of  the  Mississippi.  Besides,  the  article  rela- 
tive lo  this  river  must,  from  the  evident  views  of 
the  parties  at  the  time,  from  their  relations  to  each 
other,  and  from  their  known  relations  to  m  third 
Power,  have  been  considered  of  mutual  and  eqnal 
advantage,  and  furnished  no  subject  for  compea- 
salion  or  adjustment  in  any  other  provision  ot 
that  treaty. 

Both  parties  believed  that  this  rivet  loocbed 
the  territories  of  both,  and  that,  of  course,  both 
had  a  right  to  its  navigation.  As  Spain  poxae^aed 
both  banks  of  this  river  to  a  conuderaUe  disiaocc 
from  ilsmouth,andone  of  its  bonks  nearly  throogh- 
out  its  whole  extent,  both  parties  had  an  inietest 
in  uniting  to  prevent  that  Power  from  obstructiH 
its  navigation.    Had  not  the  article  been  intended 


ed  on  it,  and  not  have  stipulated  for  its  navigatiiHt 
to  the  ocean,  which  necessarily  carried  it  through 
the  exclusive  territories  of  Spain.  If  the  circan- 
stances  bad  been,  in  fact,  such  as  the  parties  at  the 
time  believed  them  to  be,  and  with  a  view  to 
which  they  acted,  or  had  these  circumstaneei  aA~ 
aequently  experienced  no  radical  change,  Groat 
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Britain  would  bave  rained  now  no  moie  than  the 
would  have  granted  by  the  renewal  of  the  article 
in  relation  to  the  naTigation  of  the  Missisiippi ; 
and  would  not,  any  more  than  in  1783,  have  ac- 
knowled^d  any  equiraleat  to  be  conferred  by  it, 
for  our  liberty  relatire  lo  the  fisheries.  The  cir- 
cum$tances,bowefer,aasuined  by  the  parlies  at  the 
tiine,  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  and  from  which 
her  rights  were  deduced,  hare  not  only  in  pari 
been  since  discovered  not  to  have  existed,  but 
those  which  did  eziat  bare  been  entirely  changed 
by  subsequent  events. 

It  has  been  clearly  aiicettained  that  the  territo- 
ries assigaed  .to  Oreat  Britain  nowhere,  in  fact, 
reached  the  Mississippi;  and  the  acqutsilioD  of 
Lonisiana  by  the  United  States  had  forever  re- 
moved the  opaaish  jurisdiction  from  thai  river. 
The  whole  consideration,  tberefare,  on  the  part  of 
Crreal  Britain,  whether  derived  from  her  territorial 
rights,  or  from  her  part  of  the  reciprocal  obtiga- 
tioDs  relative  to  Spain,  having  entirely  failed,  our 
engagcmeuia  entered  into  on  accouot  of.  that  con- 
sideration may  be  fairly  construed  to  have  termi- 
nated with  it. 

Ea  this  view  of  the  subject.  Great  Britain  could 
have  had  no  title  to  the  navigation  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, even  if  a  war  had  not  taken  place  between 
the  parlies.  To  renew,  therefore,  the  claims  of 
Qreat  Britain  under  that  article,  subject  to  this 
construction,  would  be  granting  her  nothing ;  and, 
to  renew  that  article  independent  of  this  construc- 
tion, and  without  any  reference  to  the  circumstan- 
ces that  attended  its  origin  in  17S3,  or  to  the  events 
'which  have  since  occurred  in  relation  to  it,  would 
be  granting  her  advantages  not  only  entirely  unt- 
laleral,  as  relates  to  the  article  itself,  but,  as  I 
believed,  of  much  greater  importance  than  any 
'which  we  could  derive  from  the  liberty  relative  to 
(he  fisheries. 

If  the  article  which  we  offered  was  merely  in- 
tended  lo  rescue  the  third  and  eighth  articles  of 
the  treaty  of  1763  frooi  the  operation  of  the  pres- 
ent war,  and  lo  eotiiinue  them  precisely  aa  ther 
'were  immediately  prior  to  this  war,  (the  third  arti- 
cle being  then  in  full  force,  and  the  eighth  article 
being  no  longer  operative,)  we  should  have  at- 
tempted to  exchange,  like  GleneralDrummond,  the 
dead  for  the  living.  It  is  not  surprising,  therefore, 
that  the  British  Government,  in  suspecting  such 
an  intention,  should  hare  rejected  our  proposi- 

I  'wa*  opposed,  however,  lo  making  the  proposi- 
tion, not  only  because  I  was  convinced  that  it  was 
made  with  no  such  intention,  but  because  I  be- 
lieved it  would  give  to  Great  Britain  the  free  nav< 
igstion  of  the  Mississippi,  under  circn instances, 
and  evidently  for  an  object,  which  would  jilace 
it  OD  very  distinct  grounds  from  those  on  which  it 
was  placed  by  the  treaty  of  1783. 

The  whole  of  the  Mississippi  being  now  exclu- 
sively within  the  acknowledged  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  Stales,  a  simple  renewal  of  the  British 
right  to  navigate  it  would  place  that  right  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  war,  and  every  other  previous 
circumstance  which  might  have  impaired  or  ter- 
tninated  it;  and  the  right  to  grant,  on  our  piut,  being 


lomplete,  the  right  to  enjoy,  on  the  part  of 
Britain,  must  1^  comjtlete  aisa  It  would  be 
absurd  to  suppose  that  aoy  thing  impossible  was  in' 
tended,  and  thai  Great  Britain  was  to  be  allowed 
to  navigate  ihe  Mississippi  only  as  she  would  have 
navigated  ii  immediately  after  the  treaty  of  1783, 
as  if  her  territories  extended  to  it,  and  as  if  Spaini 
was  in  the  entire  possession  of  oue  of  its  banks, 
and  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  other. 

The  recognition  of  the  British  right  Eo  navigate 
the  Mississippi  would  be,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, a  new  and  complete  grant  to  her,  meas- 
ured by  thene  circumstances,  and  thence  em  brac- 
ing not  only  ibe  entire  freedom  of  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river  and  its  tributary  waters,  but 
unrestrained  access  to  it  across  our  territories.  If 
we  did  not  intend  to  offer  this,  we  intended  10 
offer  notbiog  which  Great  Britain  could  accept ; 
and  whatever  else  we  mieht  have  intended  to 
offer,  if  not  at  once  rejected  oy  her,  would  at  least 
hare  been  hereafter  the  subject  of  new  and  end- 
lets  controversy. 

When,  however,  we  connected  the  reriral  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  with  the  revival 
of  the  privilege  of  taking  and  curing  fish  within  the 
British  jurisdiction,  (two  things  which  never  be- 
fore had  any  relation  to  each  other,)  we  evidently 
meant,  if  we  acted  with  good  faith,  noi  only  to 
concede,  as  well  as  to  obtain  something,  but  also 
to  be  understood  as  conceding  an  equivalent  for 
what  we  obtained. 

In  thus  offering  the  navigation  of  Ihe  Miaais- 
sippi,  and  the  access  to  it  through  our  leiritoriea, 
as  an  equivalent  for  the  fishing  liberty,  we  not 
only  placed  both  on  ground  entirely  dififfirent  from 
that  on  which  thev  respectively  stood  in  the  treat? 
of  1783,  and  aclea  somewhat  inconsistently  -with 
reasoning,  relative  to  the  origin  and  im- 
mortality of  the  latter,  but  vre  offered  to  concede 
much  more  than  we  could  hope  to  gain  by  the  ai^ 
rangement. 

From  the  year  1783  to  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war,  the*  actual  advantage  derived 
trom  the  fishing  privilege  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States  were,  according  to  tne  beat  infor- 
mation that  we  could  obtain  on  the  subject,  veiT 
inconsiderable,  and  annually  experiencing  a  vol- 
untary diminutioo- 

It  was  discovered  that  the  obscurity  and  humi- 
dity of  the  atmosphere,  owioe  to  almost  ii 


privilege  was  chieflj^  located,  prevented  the  effec- 
tual curing  of  fish  in  those  regions,  and,  conse- 
sequenily,  lessened  rery  much  the  ralue  of  the 
privilege  of  taking  them  there.  By  far  the  great- 
est part  of  the  fish  taken  by  our  fishermen  before 
the  present  war  was  taken  in  the  open  sea,  or  on 
our  own  coasts,  and  cured  on  our  shores.  This 
branch  of  Ihe  fisheries  has  been  found  to  be  inex- 
haustible, and  has  been  pursued  with  so  muck 
more  certainty  and  despatch  ihaa  the  privileged 
portion  within  British  jurisdiction,  that  it  has  not 
only  been  generally  preferred  by  our  fishermen, 
but  would,  probably,  on  longer  experience,  have 
been  almost  universally  used  by  them.  It  was  to 
be  believed,  therefore,  that  a  discontinuance  of  the 
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gviUfe  or  taking  ami  curing  fiab  mthio  ihe 
itiah  jafisdiciioa  would  Dot  ai  all  dimiBiyh  the 
atfgrmte  qaaatity  taken  by  the  people  of  the 
ifnitMl  States,  or  vary  maleriaJly  ibe  details  of 
tiie  businesa. 

That  part  of  (he  Giheries  which  would  still  be- 
long to  us  as  a  nation  (being  exbausiless)  would 
aSbid  m  ample  field  for  all  tlie  capital  and  indus- 
try hitherto  employed  in  the  geneial  bunnees  of 
fiahing  or  mercaandise  of  fisb  ;  and  on  that  £eld 
might  the  few  fiabermeo,  who  had  hitherto  used 
the  liberty  of  taking  and  curing  fish  within  the 
juri»dictioQ  of  Great  Britain,  exert  Itieir  skill  and 
labor  without  any  serious  in  convenience. 

That  liberty,  liable,  to  a  very  considerable  de- 
gree, by  the  lernia  in  which  it  wai:  granted,  to  be 
Gtiitailed  by  the  Qocernment  and  subjects  of  a 
foreign  Slate;  already  growing  into  voluntary 
disuse  by  our  own  citizens,  on  accoont  of  the  diU 
fieulties  inseparable  from  it,  and  absolutely  ioca- 
pable  of  extension  ;  was  totally  unnecessary  to  us 
for  subsistence  or  occupation,  and  afibrded  in  no 
bonest  way,  either  commercial  facility  or  political 
advantage.  This  privilege^  too,  while  it  was  thiu 
of  little  and  precarious  uiiiity  to  os,  cost  Great 
Britain  literally  nothing. 

The  free  navigation  of  the  MiKsissippi  with  the 
aecetsary  access  to  it,  is  agrantof  a  very  different 
character.  If  it  wai;  not  heretofore  used  by  Great 
Britain,  it  was,  peihapi,  because  she  did  not  con- 
sider  hereelf  entitled  to  i^  or  because  the  clrcum- 
Kancea  of  the  momeot  suspended  its  practical 
utility.  The  Ueaty  of  17S3  stipulated  for  her  the 
aavisation  of  this  river,  under  the  presumption 
that  her  territories  extended  to  it,  and  of  CDurM 
conld  not  intend  to  give  her  access  to  it  through 
our  territories.  The  British  possessions  to  the 
westward  of  Lake  Erie  being  almost  entirely  un- 
settled^ rendered,  perhaps,  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Missiiisippi  for  the  moment  of  little  advantage 
to  her,  particularly  as  her  right  to  reach  it  was  at 
Jeast  equivocal,  and  as,  bv  another  treaty,  she 
could  carry  on  trade  with  Sar  Indians.  This  na- 
vigation might,  indeed,  for  a  long  time  lo  come, 
he  of  little  use  to  her  for  alt  the  l^vnatt  purposes 
of  transit  and  intercourse ;  but  every  change  that 
eodd  take  place  in  this  respect  must  increase  its 
importance  to  her,  while  every  change  in  the  fish- 
ing liberty  must  oe  to  the  aisadvantage  of  the 
United  States. 

The  freedom  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  how- 
ever, is  not  be  estimated  by  the  mere  legitimate 
uses  that  would  be  made  of  it.  The  unrestrained 
and  undefined  access,  which  would  have  been  in- 
ferred from  the  article  which  we  proposed,  mutt 
have  placed  iu  the  hands  of  Great  Britain  and 
her  subjects  all  Ibe  facilities  of  commnnication 
with  out  oirn  citizens,  and  with  the  Indians  in- 
babiting  (he  immense  regions  of  our  Western  ter- 
ritory. It  is  not  in  (be  nature  of  things  (hat  these 
facilities  should  not  have  been  abused  for  unright- 
eous purpose*.  A  vast  field  for  contraband  and 
for  intrigue  would  have  been  laid  open,  and  our 
Western  territories  would  have  swarmed  with 
British  smugglers  and  British  emissaries.  The 
revenue  wotdd  have  been  defrauded  by  the  illicit 


effect  than  could  result  from  that  p 

a  fishing  liberty,  eitbtt  li 


What  -i 


introduction  of  Engliiih  merchandise;  tad  ibc 
lives  of  oar  citizens,  and  the  secutity  of  a  islm- 
ble  portion  of  our  couniry  would  hare  brai  a- 
posed  to  Indian  hostility,  excited  by  aa  ddghiIii4- 
led  British  influence. 

If  our  instructions  of  the  15th  of  April,  \%\\ 
already  cited,  forbade  us,  in  order  to  guard  tguu 
nuch  an  influence,  to  reaew  the  treaty  uf  I7M, 
"  allowing  the  Northwest  Company  and  Biitiib 
traders  to  carry  on  trade  with  the  Indian  tnki 
within  our  limits — a  privilege  the  pemieioaieSks 
of  which  have  been  most  sensibly  felt  in  the  pre- 
sent nar" — we  certainly  Tiola[ed  (he  spirii  of 
those  instructions  in  oflering  the  m^ani  of  eia- 
cising  that  influence  withsiiil  greater  facility  ul 

-"--•  -'  --    ---"  1-  f-._   -I-.  ntiYJl^ 

„  tberty,  eitlt 
Great  Britain,  towinui,ii 
eoosideratioa  of  it,  a  grant  to  her  of  sach  nesu 
of  fraud  and  annoyance  7  What  justice  ot  cijsil- 
ity  was  there,  in  exposing  to  all  the  homn  of 
savage  warfare  the  uuoflfending  citizens  of  an  Id- 
meose  tract  of  lerriiory,  not  at  all,  or  but  Itbilr, 
benefited  by  the  fishing  privilege,  merely  to  pro- 
vide for  the  doubtful  accommodation  of  i  ftr 
fislierroen,  annually  decreasing  in  nomber,  io  i 
remote  quarter,  and  entirely  exempt  from  thedu- 
ger  7  Such  have  been  the  reasons  which  indiiMd 
me  to  differ  from  a  majority  of  my  ccdktgw) 
with  regard  to  the  article  in  question,  aad  vlucli, 
I  trust,  will  be  deemed  sufficient,  at  least,  to  nn- 
dicate  my  motives. 

The  unfeigned  respect  which  I  fed  foribt  ig. 
Itfpiij,  talents,  and  judgment  of  those  gentlcam, 
would  restrain  me  from  opposing  them  oc slirti 
grounds;  and  a  deference  for  their  opiniotumini 
me  almost  fear  tbatl  have  erred  in  disseotiag  frtn 
them  on  the  present  occasion.  I  can  but  r^iw, 
however,  that  the  article,  as  proposed  by  us,  n> 
rejected  bj  Great  Britain,  whalevw  were  her  M- 
sons  for  rejecting  it ;  whether,  as  above  suggnttd, 
she  might  have  suspected  some  tacit  resemiios, 
or  want  of  faith,  on  our  part ;  or  supposed,  from 
the  price  we  at  once  bane  for  the  fishiDS  piiTi- 
l^e,  (hat  we  overrated  its  value,  and  mi^i  cca- 
cede  for  it  even  more  than  the  free  navigalioa  of 
the  Mississippi,  with  all  its  accessory  adraotigK. 

Let  me  not,  in  any  thing  which  1  hare  nid,  \» 
misunderstood.  In  judgingon  the  interests  of  tk 
great  whole,  1  am  not  disposed  to  undeivalnc  the 
mierests  of  any  of  the  constituent  pans.  No  w 
can  more  highly  appreciate  than  I  do  a  braacli  of 
industry  which  not  only  adds  to  national  woHli, 
bat  teems  to  create  it.  Nor  can  aay  one  nwt 
warmly  admire  the  usefulness  and  patriotism  fi 
those  citizens  who  are  engaged  in  it,  and  wbo 
have  never  ceased  (o  deserve  well  of  the  Repnt- 
tic.  In  times  of  peace  they  bring  home,  atnidsl 
conflicting  elements,  the  treasures  of  the  deep  to 
enrich  their  country ;  and  in  limes  of  war  (lit! 
eoniribute,  by  their  skill  and  intrepidity  to  ha  de- 
fence and  glory.  But,  in  our  coimtry,  whCTe*l| 
are  equal,  Uie  essential  security  and  {nuqKnija 
the  many  must  be  preferred  to  the  conveni*n« 
and  minor  interests  of  the  few.  In  eivine  iku 
preference,  I  will  ftankly  confess  I  had  to  sflmM 
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earlj  preposMsaions  nod  loeal  predilection",  and 
10  listen  to  the  caun»el«  of  a  more  enlarged  patri' 
otistn ;  aod  to  this  pBtriotism  1  dare  appeal  for  my 
TJodiratitm,  not  only  to  those  to  whom  I  am  om- 
ciaDy  responsible,  but  to  those  with  wham  I  am 
more  imawdiately  coanected  id  society,  and  whose 
intereats  may  be  considered  to  hare  been  unfoTot' 
ably  aSeeted  by  the  views  which  I  have  deemed 
it  to  be  my  daty  to  adopt.  I  have  always  been 
willing  to  make  any  aaciiflce  for  the  fishing  pri7- 
ikge  which  its  nature  or  comparative  importance 
conld  justify;  but  I  conscientiously  beliere  that 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Miiaisaippi,  and  the  ac- 
cess to  it  which  we  expressly  ofiered,  wwe  prefj- 
nant  with  too  mach  mischief  to  be  offered,  indi- 
rectly, under  onr  constraetioa  of  the  treaty,  or 
directly,  as  iher  were  io  fact  offered,  a.i  a  new 
equirsleni  for  the  liberty  of  taking  and  drying  fish' 
within  the  British  jurisdiction. 

I  will  frankly  avow,  however,  thai  toy  impres- 
sions w«e,  and  still  are,  that  Great  Britain,  cal- 
culating on  the  success  of  the  powerful  eipedition 
which  she  has  sent  aeainst  New  Orleans,  confi- 
dently expected  that  sue  would  have  become  the 
mistress  of  Louisiana  and  all  its  waters;  and  that 
she  did  not,  in  this  event,  intend  to  abandon  her 
conquest  under  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

Hei  Ministers  had,  almost  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  oegotialioo,  not  only  affected  to  con- 
sider our  acquisition  of  Louisiana  as  evidence  of 
a  spiritof  aggrandizement,  but  iosiouaied  a  defect 
in  our  tilts  to  it.  Eipectiog^  therefore,  to  obtain 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  for  nothing, 
she  would  not  consent  to  part  even  with  the  fish- 
ing liberty  as  an  equivaleDC.  If  she  be  disappoint- 
ed in  her  views  do  Louisiana,  (and  I  trust  la  God 
and  the  valor  of  the  West  that  she  will  be,)  I 
shall  not  be  surprised  if,  hereafter,  she  grants  us 
the  fishing  privilege,  which  costs  ner  absolutely 
nothing,  without  any  extravagant  equivalent 
whatever. 

At  any  rate,  we  are  still  at  tibeiiy  to  negotiate 
for  that  privilege  in  a  treaty  of  commerce,  and  to 
offer  for  it  an  equivalent,  lait  in  its  comparative 
Talue,  and  just  in  its  relative  effects ;  and  to  oego- 
(iate  for  it  in  Ibis  way  is  evidently  more  wise  than 
to  demand  it  as  a  condition  of  peace,  or  to  offer 
for  it  a  price  beyond  its  worth,  aod  which,  how' 
ever  excessive,  runs  the  hazard  of  being  refused, 
merely  by  the  operation  of  th^  unaccommoda- 
tiiig  passions  which  are  ineviobly  engendered  by 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  profound 
reepect,  sir,  y our  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 
JONATHAN  RUSSELL. 
Hoti.  Jaheb  Monroe, 

StcrOary  <if  Statt  of  the  United  8taU». 


Esq.,  at  the  Department  of  State,  SSd  April,  1822, 
to  be  communicated  to  the  Mouse  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  United  States. 

J.  ft.  ADAMS, 

Stcrdartntf  Staie. 


papir  iWtwrwi  bj/  Mr.  JonaOum  Rtit- 

uU,atl^DipirtmmtofStaU,onlhe23dofApTil, 

1822,  to  bt  eoiavtwtieattd  to  the  House  of  Repruin- 

tativet,  at  Ihe  dt^Ueait  of  a  leittr  vmtUn  hy  Aim  at 

Pane,  tA<  lleA  mniary,  1815,  toOt  Htm  Sterdarjf 

of  Statt,  and  a*  the  letter  caSed  for  b;/  the  reiohitioa 

of  the  H<mt  of  the  19iA  April,  1822. 

The  first  remark  that  presents  itself  upon  this 

duplicate,  is,  that  it  is  not  a  copy  of  the  letter 

really  written  by  Mr.  Russell,  at  Paris,  on  the 

11th  of  February,  1915,  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 

and   received    by  him.     The   letter  was   marked 

"private,"  and,  as  such,  was  not  upon  the  files  of 

the  Department  of  State;  and,  although  of  the 

same  geoeralpurpon  and  tenor  with  the  so  called 

duplicate,  differed  from  it  in  several  highly  sig- 

if  which  tbe  following  pa ral Id, 

e  two  papers,  presents  one  ex- 


"  How  fsrwecoDfonned 
to  this  intlruction,  with 
regard  to  the  g-enerml  right 
to  Laaiiiaaa,  it  ii  not  ne- 
CHsary  for  ma  here  to  in- 
qnira;  but  ccitaialj  the 
mijorii;  bdiaved  thun- 
•alvM  patmiUad  to  o&ei  a. 
very  aiplicit  propoiitioD, 
with  ra^rd  to  tbfl  naf  igft- 
tion  of  its  principal  rivet. 
I  believed,  with  (ham,  that 


(  Indi» 


I  t 


that  treating  i«1a- 
tive  to  thaw  privilegaa,  or 
diccvanng  Iba  obligation 
□I  Bipediency  of  grtnLog 
or  withholding  tfcem,  lo- 
•prctivaly,  vkilatad,  in  no 
way,  oiti  iiulfuctiona,  or 
affected  tha  gonaral  righta 
which  we  nrcre  faiUdden 
to  bring  into  diacanian-" 


"Huwrarweconforoied 
to  this  inalruetion,  with 
regard  10  tbe  general  right 
lo  LoaJaiana,  it  is  not  ne- 
ceaaaiy  for  me  here  to  in- 
qntre;  bnt  certainly  (he 
majnity  believed  Iheni- 
aalvas  to  be  parmitled 
(tfaair  own  coDatnMtioa  to 
Uie  contrary  notwithsbiid- 
(ing)  to  ofiei  a  vary  eiplioit 
piopoaition,  with  r^atd 
to  the  navigalinn  of  ita 
prioiipaJ  river.  Kaw,thia 
offer,  1  coQaideteJ,  for  the 
rasaongjust  augBCited,  not 
to  be  a  vialation  of  the  in- 
atmclionain  qnestlon  ;  bat 
Iconaidered  it  to  be  against 
both  the  tetter  and  the 
epiril  of  out  other  iostruc- 
tioae,  of  the  16th  of  April, 
1813.  By  Ibeae  inatrnc 
tioni,  we  were  explicitly 
and  implicitly  directed  'Io 
avoid  anyatipolatian  wUoh 
might  rcMrato  tb«  Uoiled 
State*  from  excluding  the 
Brilisb  tradera  from  llie 
navigation  of  the  lakaaaod 
river*  eicluaively  nitbin 
QUroWDjuiiadiclion.'  Thia 
inatruction  applied  nith 
the  greater  force  la  the 
Misaiaiippi,  becauae,  ai  it 
is  believed,  it  waa  the  only 
river  to  which  it  could  ap- 
plj." 
"  While  I  believed,  tbere- 
£ire,  that  we  were  permit- 
ted to  oStr  a  propoaiUQD  rel- 
ative to  the  fiahing  liberty, 
and  that,  in  trealin;  ooa- 
oernlDg  tbia  libatl;,  or  in 
diacuaaiDg  ooi  claim  to  it, 
we  iu  no  way  violated  onr 
ioairQclioiM,  nor  aflastad 
the   general    tight*   whiob 
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Ks  were  forbidilan  to  briof 
iato   lUmMMon,   I  did  be- 
lie*e,   (ml  Jo  ■till  belinc, 
that  we  were  eiprewlf  inil 
uncquiTocall;  forbiiliicn   li> 
otkr,  or  to  rensw,  ■  itipu- 
lalion  tat  the  free  Daviga- 
lion  b;  Ibe  Britith  of  the 
Wu*impfi — a  rivet  wiihin 
our  eielnuTe  juriwfiction." 
Il  is  here  seen  thai,  vbile  in  ibe  original  letter 
Mt.  Russell  diJ,  wiih  the  majoriiy  of  hii  col- 
leagues, beliere  that  we  were  perrailted  by  our 
insiructions  to  make  tbe  proposition  with  r^ard 
(o  tbe  nBTJgalion  of  tbe  Mississippi,  as  well  as  a 
piopositioD  relative  to  the  fishing  liberty,  he  had, 
when  writing  the  duplicate,  brought  himself  to  the 
belief,  not  only  that  we  were  not  so  permitted,  but 
that  he  bad,  even  at  Ghent,  considered  it  as  a  di- 
rect violation  both  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  our 
explicit  and  implicit  iostructions  of  15ih  April, 
1813.     The  solution  of  this  difference  in  the  mind 
of  Mr.  Russell,  between  the  writing  of  the  origi- 
nal and  tbe  duplicate  of  his  letter,  may  be  found 
in  this  circumstance :  The  proposition  relating  to 
tbe  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  fisheries 
waa  made  to  the  British  Pleoipoteniiaries  on  the 
lit  of  December,  1814.     It  bad  been  discussed  at 
tbe  meetings  of  the  American  mission  on  the  pre- 
ceding 28th  and  29lh  of  November.     On  the  24lh 
of  that  month  the  Amerilan  Plenipotentiaries  had 
received  a  letter  of  instructions  from  the  Secre- 
Ury  of  Stele,  dated  19lh  October,  1814,  and  con- 
taining tbe  follawidg  passages : 

"Ithas^jeen  judged  proper  to 
Congress  «o  much  of  the  inslructi 
by  this  department  as  would  show  the  terms  on 
which  you  were  authorized  to  make  peace.  These, 
as  well  as  your  communica lions,  have  been  printed, 
and  several  copies  are  now  forwarded  to  you,  as  it 
is  believed  thev  may  be  usefully  disposed  of  in 
Europe.  Should  any  circumstances  liave  unex- 
pectedly prolonged  the  negotiation,  and  you  find 
the  British  Commissioners  disposed  to  agree  to 
the  tlaHu  anU  beUum,  you  will  understand  that 
fon  are  authorized  tomakeit  the  basis  of  a  treaty." 
Now,  the  ttatttg  anle  bellum,  upon  which  we  were 
thus  expressly  and  unequivocally  permitted  to  con- 
clude a  treaty,  included  not  only  tbe  recognition 
of  the  entire  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  but  the  re- 
Tival  of  the  first  ten  articles  of  the  treaty  of  1794 ; 
not  only  the  freedom  to  the  British  to  navigate 
the  Mississippi,  but  free  ingress  into  our  territo- 
ries, and  free  trade  with  our  Indians.  And  so  en- 
tirely was  that  part  of  the  instructions  of  15th  of 
Apru,  1BI3,  now  cited  by  Mr.  Russell,  considered 
by  the  President  as  cancelled,  that  it  was  omitted 
from  that  copy  which  had  been  communicated  to 
Congress  of  "  so  much  of  the  instructions  as  wonld 
show  the  terms  on  which  we  were  authorized  to 


ft  was  scarcely  possible  that,  within  the  com- 
pmt»  of  one  week,  Mr.  Russell  should  have  forgot- 
ten tbe  receipt  of  the  instruction  of  19th  October, 


o  communicate  to 


1814,  fresh  from  Washington;  nor  alallposuUt 
that  be  should  have  considered  us  as  ibeo  boml 
by  the  iosiruclion  of  15th  A[ffil,  1S13,  to  vimi, 
in  his  duplicate,  he  now  so  emphatically  refoL 
The  lllh  of  February,  1815,  was  yet  sorKeatu 
the  date  of  the  conclusion  of  tbe  treaty,  that,  ii 
writing  the  original  of  his  letter,  the  recallecikn 
of  the  new  instructions  of  October,  1814,  bid 
doubtless  not  escaped  him.  But  when  the  dspli- 
cate  was  written,  other  views  had  arisra;  tid 
their  aspects  are  discovered  in  the  aggrarsiiaD  of 
charges  against  the  memory  of  a  dead,  sod  ih 
character  of  living  colleagues. 

But  whether  the  real  sentiments  of  Mr.  Ruadl 
at  Paris,  on  the  11th  of  Februarv,  1813,  «ii^ 
regard  to  the  transactions  to  whicD  this  pauw 
rebtes,  are  to  be  taken  as  indicated  iu  the  Drigioil, 
or  in  tbe  duplicate,  certain  il  is  that  the  vehnoni 
objections  to  the  proposed  article,  which,  in  ibi 
duplicate,  appear  to  have  made  so  deep  in  in- 

Etession  on  his  mind,  had  as  little  beta  tnilr 
nown  to  his  colleagues  at  the  time  of  the  discot- 
sions  at  Ghent,  as  they  appear  to  bare  beta  u 
himself  when  writing  the  original  of  the  suae 
letter. 

The  proposal,  to  which  the  whole  of  Ur.  Rns- 
sell's  letter,  in  both  its  various  reading  reliHi, 
was  made  to  the  British  Plenipotentiari(i,aDiif 
a  majority,  but  by  the  whole  of  tbe  Ameriu* 
mission,  iocludiog  Mr.  Russell,  as  may  be  swa  ^ 
the  protocol  of  tbe  conference  of  the  Isi  Deeaa- 
ber,  1814,  and  by  the  letter  from  ibe  Amcricia  10 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  14tb  DKcmlKt, 
1814.  In  that  letter,  already  communicated  tcibt 
House,  the  American  Plentpotetkiiaries,  refarisz 
to  the  article  in  question, expressly  say :  "Tosuu 
an  article,  which  tbey  viewed  as  merely  deeUn- 
tory,  the  undersigned  had  no  objection,  and  lure 
offered  to  accede ;"  and  to  that  tetter  the  ntiiier' 
Mr.  Russell  is  subscribed. 

At  the  time  when  the  letter  from  Paris  « 
written,  or  within  a  few  days  thereafter,  sU  ibi 
colleagues,  whose  conduct  it  so  severely  cesitiM 
in  relation  to  measures  to  which  Mr.  RusicU^ 
sanction  and  signature  stood  e^nally  jdedeed^'^ 
their  own,  were  at  Paris,  and  in  habits  o?  iIukA 
daily  intercourse  with  him.  Tbey  Utile  snspeci'd 
the  coloring  which  he  was  privately  giving,  «i[t>' 
out  communication  of  it  to  them,  of  their  condiKi 
and  opinions,  to  the  head  of  the  Governmest  If 
whom  he  and  thej^ad  been  jointly  emptoyrdii 
a  public  trust  of  transcendent  importance;  01 'be 
uses  to  which  this  denunciation  of  them  wasifin- 
wards  to  be  turned. 

Had  the  existence  of  this  letter  from  Paris  bno, 
at  the  time  when  il  was  written,  known  to  Ibe 
majority  of  the  mission,  at  whose  propwal  ib>> 
ofiTer  had  been  made  to  that  majority;  who  be- 
lieved that  the  article  was  perfectly  compatiblt 
with  their  instructions,  consistent  with  the  irtn- 
ment  maintained  by  tbe  mission,  imporiaQL  M 
securing  a  very  essential  portion  of  the  right  to  ibt 
fisheries,  and  in  nowise  affecting  unfavorably  ibt 
interest  of  any  section  of  the  Union,  they  wwJd 
doubtless  have  felt  that  its  contents  called  mua 
more  forcibly  upon  them  to  justify  to  their  own 
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QovennDent  themsdrei  aud  their  motires  for 
making  that  proposal,  tban  Mr.  Ru«s«ll  could  be 
called  upon  to  justify  himself  for  merely  having 
been  in  the  minority  upon  the  i^uestioa  whether 
an  article  should  be  proposed,  which  he  did  actu- 
ally coDcnr  in  proposing,  and  which  the  adrerse 
party  bad  not  ibooght  worth  accepting. 

Tne  writer  of  iheiie  remarks  is  not  authorized 
to  speak  for  his  colleagues  of  the  majority;  one  of 
~-'- —  ' T  alike  beyond  the  reach  of  censure 


he  believes  of  them,  what  he  affirms  of  himself, 
that,  had  they  enlertafned  of  the  projected  article, 
and  of  the  argument  maiaiained  by  the  mission, 
the  sentiments  avowed  in  either  of  the  Tariations 
of  Mr.  RnsselPs  letter  from  Paris,  no  consideration 
wonid  have  induced  them  to  concur  in  proposing 
it,  or  to  subscribe  their  names  to  a  paper  declaring 
that  thev  had  no  objection  to  it. 

Still  less,  if  po^ihle,  would  tbey  have  thought 
it  recoDcileable  with  their  duty  to  their  country, 
bad  ihey  entertained  those  sentiments,  to  have 
Bubscrihed,  on  the  25ih  of  December,  1614,  the 
joint  letter  of  the  mission  to  the  Secretary  of  Btale, 
alrendv  communicated  to  Congress,  aod  on  the 
-  same  day  to  have  written  the  separate  and  secret 
letter,  fore-announcing  that  of  11th  of  February, 
1815,  from  Paris. 

Besides  the  m«iiorable  variation  between  the 
original  and  duplicate  of  the  letter  of  lllh  Feb- 
Toary,  1815,  which  has  been  exhibited  in  parallel 
passages  extracted  from  them,  there  are  others 
not  less  remarkable.  Id  the  course  of  the  dupli- 
cate, the  total  and  unqualified  abandonment  of 
the  rights  of  the  poor  fishermen  is  compensated 
by  an  eloquent  panegyric  npon  their  usefulness  to 
the  country,  their  hardy  industry,  their  magnani- 
inoua  enterprise,  and  their  patriotic  self-devotion. 
Liittle  of  this  appears  in  the  origioat ;  and  that 
little,  in  the  after-thought  of  a  posiseripi.  To- 
wards the  close  of  the  duplicate,  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy takes  possession  of  the  writer.  By  his 
"  irast  in  God  and  in  the  valor  of  the  West "  he 
foresees  the  victory  of  Gtenerat  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans ;  he  foresees  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  of  October,  1S18. 
Id  the  original  there  is  no  prophecy  ;  no  "  trust  in 
Ood,  and  in  the  valor  of  the  West." 

With  all  these  varieties,  the  two  copies  of  the 
letter  form  an  elaborate  and  deeply  meditated  dis- 


aerlatioD  to  prove: 

t  the  tieatj 
and  Great  Britain  of  1783 — the  treaty  which  upon 


1.  That  tl 


:  treaty  betweeti  the  United  Stales 


face  is  a  treaty  of  independence,  a  treaty  of 

boundaries,  a  treaty  of  partition,  as  weM  as  a  treaty 
of  peace — was,  in  his  estimation,  (all  his  signa- 
tures at  Ghent  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,) 
a  mere  treaty  of  peace  totally  abrogated  by  the 
war  of  1612. 

2.  That  the  same  treaty  was  a  treaty  mi  generit, 
consisting  of  two  parts  :  one,  of  rights  appertain- 
ing to  sovereignty  and  independence ;  and  the 
other,  of  specif  grants  and  privileges  :  of  which 
the  former  were  permaDent,  and  the  latter  abro- 
gated by  the  war. 


3.  That  the  principles  assumed  and  the  argo- 
ment  maintained  by  the  majority  of  the  Ghent 
mission,  and  to  which  he  had  subscribed  his  name 
in  alt  the  joint  com  muni  cations  of  the  mission,  as 
well  to  the  British  Pleuipoteotiaries  as  to  his  own 
Government,  were  a  mass  of  errots,iQconsisteQcie8, 
and  absurdities. 

4.  That  the  offer  to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
of  a  right  to  the  British  to  navigate  the  Mississippi, 
was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  majority,  and  also  in 
his  own  opinion,  permitted  by  our  instroetions, 
and  in  no  ways  violated  them. 

5.  That  the  same  offer  was  directly  contrary  to 
the  construction  given  by  the  majority  to  their  JD- 
struclions,  and  as  he  had  always  thought,  and  still 
thought,  contrary  to  explicit  and  implicit,  express 
and  unqualified, prohibitions  in  those  instructions. 

6.  That  the  offer  of  the  rbht  to  navi^te  the 
Mississippi,  as  an  equivalent  ior  the  fisheries,  was 
the  offer  of  an  excessive  price  for  a  privilege  worth 
little  or  nothing. 

7.  That,  extravagant  as  that  ofier  (to  which  he 
signed  a  letter  declaring  that  he  had  no  objectioD) 
was,  it  was  rejected  bv  the  adverse  party ;  "because 
they  thought  it  an  offer  of  the  dead  for  the  living; 
or  because  they  hoped  to  get  stilt  more  for  the 
worthless  privilege;  or  because  they  eipected  to 
lake  and  keep  Louisiana,  and  thus  get  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  for  nothing ;  or  because 
they  were  blinded  by  the  unhappy  passions  inci- 
dent to  war  :  but  that  h^foresaw  that  thev  would 
hereaAer  grant  alt  the  valuable  part  of  the  same 
worthless  privilege  for  nolbine, 

S.  That  there  was  no  sort  ofrelationwhataoevCT 
between  a  privily  for  the  British  to  navigate  in 
waters  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  a  privilege  for 
us  to  fish  in  waten  within  British  jurisdiction; 
because  one  of  these  privile^  had  twen  stipulated 
in  the  third,  and  the  other  id  ibe  eighth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1783 ;  and  therefore,  tbat  it  was  ab- 
surd to  offer  one  as  an  equivalent  for  the  other. 

9.  Lastly,  Tbat  the  oBer  to  the  British  of  the 
right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi  was  pregnant 
with  mischief  to  the  Western  country — to  "the 
unoffending  citizens  of  an  immense  tract  of  terri- 
tory, not  at  all,  or  but  faintly,  benefited  by  the 
fishing  privilege,  merely  to  provide  for  the  doubt- 
ful  accommodation  of  a  few  fishermen,  annually 
decreasing  in  number,  in  a  remote  qoarter,  and 
entirely  exempt  from  the  danger." 

Upon  most  of  these  points,  so  far  as  argument 
is  concerned,  it  might,  upon  the  mere  statement 
of  Mr.  Russell's  positions,  be  left  to  bis  ingeouitv 
to  refute  itselT.  His  first  and  second  points,  with 
regard  to  the  character  of  the  ireaiv  of  1783,  con- 
sidered as  doctrines,  are  evidently  inconsistent 
with  each  other.  The  variation  between  the  ori- 
ginal and  duplicate  of  his  letter  npon  the  fourth 
and  fifth  points  is  something  more  than  inconsist- 
ency, something  more  even  than  self-contradiction. 
The  whole  letter  is  a  laborious  tissue  of  misrepre- 
sentation of  every  part  of  its  subject ;  of  the  con- 
duct and  sentiments  of  his  colleagues  who  con- 
stituted the  majorily  of  the  mission  ;  and  of  his 
own  conduct  and  sentiments  in  opposition  to 
them.    It  substantially  charges  them  with  deUb- 
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ante  and  waoton  Tioltlion,  id  the  face  of  his  lol- 
aaa  warDinf.  of  the  positive  and  unequivocal 
iD0tructioD«  01  Iheir  Ga7ernmeDt,  for  the  stake  of 
ucrificiDg  the  int«vst,  the  ptace,  the  comfoTtable 
existeaee  ot  the  whoia  Western  countrf ,  to  the 
doubtful  accommodation  of  a  few  Kaitera  Gsher- 
men,  and  in  support  of  a  ctaira  to  which  thejr  had 
not  the  shadow  of  a  right. 

I  say  it  is  a  tissue  of  misrepreeeatatioss  of  the 
aubject,  of  the  conduct  and  sentiments  of  his  eol- 
leaguea,  aad  of  hii  own  conduct  in  oppoaiiion  to 

1.  Of  the  subject.  Mr.  Rusaell  lepreaents  the 
offer  of  an  article,  srantin^  to  the  British  the 
right  of  navigating  tLe  Miuissippi  as  an  equiva- 
lent  for  the  grant  of  a  fishing  privilege  in  British 
iurisdictioD,  as  if  it  had  been  a  separate  and  insu- 
lated proposal  of  new  graois  in  a  distinct  article, 
without  reference  to  the  state  of  the  negotiation  at 
the  lime  when  it  was  made,  to  the  occauon  upon 
which  it  was  made,  and  to  the  considera lions  bjr 
which  it  was  induced- 
Mr.  Russell  represents  the  article  as  if  offered 


I  territory  to  tbe  Mississippi.  This  is  a  direct 
and  positive  pervenion  of  the  whole  statement  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Russell  represents  the  offer  of  a  right  (o 
iHTi^te  the  Mississippi,  and  of  access  to  it  from 
the  Britiah  territories,  s^^netal  and  unqualified ; 
as  giving  acceiis  to  &itish  traders  and  British 
emissaries  to  every  part  of  the  WeslMn  country, 
■nd  to  intirtcourse  with  all  our  Indians.  The 
proposal  was,  of  a  limited  aceesa  from  a  single 
spot  of  the  British  territory  to  the  river,  for  the 

Surpose  of  navigating  the  river  with  merchan- 
ise,  upon  which  the  duties  of  import  should  have 
been  Brsl  paid. 

In  eoDseqaence  of  these  misrepresentations,  Mr. 
Russell  brings  in  British  smugglers,  British  emis- 
saries, and  all  tbe  horrors  of  Indian  warfare,  upon 
tbe  Western  country,  as  necessary  inference*  from 
a  proposal — not  that  which  was  made,  but  that 


s  of  bis  col- 
Mr.  Russell  represents  his  colleagues  as  having 
deliberately,  and  against  his  declared  opinion,  vio- 
lated both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  their  raoet 
explicit  and  implicit,  express  and  unequivocal, 
iSBiructions  from  their  own  QoTernment.  He 
charges  them,  also,  with  having  violated  their  own 
construction  of  their  instructions. 

It  ia  true  that,  in  another  reading  of  the  same 
letter,  purporting  to  have  been  written  on  the 
aame  day,  he  acquits  them  entirely  of  all  viola- 
tion of  their  lost  ructions,  and  declares  he  had 
always  been  of  that  opini 

Mr.  Russell  ascribes  to  his  colleagues  opinions 
which  they  never  entertained,  arguroents  which 
they  never  advanced,  and  docirioes  which  they 
not  only  wotild  disclaim  with  indienation,  bi~'  ''~ 
metrically  opposite  to  those  whichthey  did 
tain.  He  imputes  to  them  the  opinion  that  the 
"-' '-     e  of  tbe  United  Stttes  was  derived 


only  from  the  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  at  ikil 
all  the  rights  stipulated  by  it,  in  favor  of  ibe  on- 
pie  of  the  United  States,  were  mere  gniii  Iron 
ihe  Crown  of  England.  This  was  the  BriiUi 
doctrine,  which  Mr.  Russell  well  knew  \ua  col- 
leagues rejected  with  disdain,  but  which  he  bin- 
self  countenances,  by  maintaioing  tbe  British  siJt 
of  the  argument — that  tbe  fishing  liberty,  siipa- 
lated  in  the  Treaty  of  17B3,  was  abrogiie4,ipn 
fiiOo,  by  the  war  of  1813. 

He  imputes  to  them,  as  an  inconsistencf  wiik 
their  other  imputed  opinion,  that  they  miM  dieii 
claim  to  the  Ashing  m-ivilese  upon  prescriptioQ ; 
and  this  notwithstandinf^  all  the  light  of  laniiig 
with  which  he  had  irradiated  them,  from  ih«l«iil 
sources  of  ">tu  mera  faiMitatit /"  of  "id&«»fw- 
rioM  AomiiH),"  of  nuUum  tentpua  ngi  oeatrrit  y*^  lai 
of  the  imprescriptible  chamcter  of  fishaiu.  0! 
all  this  not  one  word  was  said  at  Gbeni.  Tbe 
majority  never  asserted  the  right  of  the  fi^b^ 
privilege  as  resting  upon  the  right  of  presctipuai: 
nor  bad  they  ever  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Himll^ 
learned  labors  to  prove  that  it  was  not  ai^inUt 
to  the  subject. 

3.  Of  his  own  conduct  and  sentiments  in  i^ 
sitioD  lo  those  of  the  majority  of  his  coUnjat^ 

The  parallel  passages  from  the  original  toi  it- 
plicate  of  his  letter  remove  all  necessity  for  fiirilw 
proof  of  this.  But  (hat  is  not  all.  Thmagbcii: 
the  letter,  Mr.  Russel  hcAis  himself  forth  u  bi'in; 
been  the  intrepid  and  inflexible  aasettei  »d  sup- 
porter of  the  rights  of  the  West  agiinsi  the 
majority  of  his  colleagues ;  as  baring,  by  t  pun- 
ful  struggle,  obtained  a  conquest  over  nii  ^y 
prejudices  and  local  partial i ties ;  and  enlirgtdliB 
inlelleciual  faculties  aud  patriotism,  to  bewaa  Ht 
champion  and  vindicator  of  the  interest  of  tbe  Wen 
Of  all  this,  noihiog  was  made  known  tobiicul- 
leagues  of  the  majority  at  QbenI-  The  silicic  a 
which  his  letter  conjures  up  such  fonuidside  objec- 
tions was  drawn  up  and  proposed  to  the  mistiaabri 
distinguished  citizen  of  the  Western  couotiy.  h 
was  opposed  by  another  citizen  from  the  sshuih- 
lionofibe  Union.  Oftbefivemembersof  ibtiu^ 
sioa  Mr.  Russell  was  the  person  who  todt  ibe  in^ 
part  in  tbe  discussion.  He  neither  objected  tbii 
It  was  contrary  to  our  instructions  i  nordeprcciii^ 
the  valueof  the  fisheries;  nor  painted  thedaagen 
of  British  smugglers  and  emissaries,  or  thehotron 
of  Indian  wariace,  as  impending  over  tbeunofleiid- 
log  inhabitants  of  the  Western  country  fian  ibt 
measure.     He  gave,  it  may  be,  a  silent  voiesgiiss" 

Eroposinglhearticle;  and,  when  it  was  detenuiKil 
y  the  majority  lo  propoce  it,  concurred  ia  f^ 
posing  it;  was  present  at  the  conferences  Hilt 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries  when  it  was  propoM^ 
to  and  discussed  with  ibem,  and  bean!  from  ibni 
the  reasons  which  induced  them  to  reject  ii; 
which  reasons  did  not  embrace  one  of  those  wbict 
he  has  so  severely  tasked  his  sagacity  to  devise  fit 
them,  but,  plainly  and  simply,  because  they  ai^, 
it  was  clogged  with  conditions  which  miileiiD: 
DO  value  to  them,  or,  at  least,  not  of  value  loiii- 
duee  them  lo  concede  that  our  fishing  libemr' 
within  British  jurisdiction  should  contiDiit  io 
return  :  and  he  a^erwards  signed  a  letter  U  i^ 
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Brilish  PlenipoteoliariM,  tcigetlwr  witfa  all  the 
oiher  members  of  the  missioD,  dedariiu:  that  they 
had  QO  □bjection  to  the  article,  conaideriDg  it  as 
merely  declaratory. 

If  Mr.  Rumell  had  entertaiaed  at  Qheat  the 
seoEiraeots  relating  to  the  measure  disclosed  in  the 
duplicate,  or  even  ihoae  aTowed  in  the  original  of 
his  letter,  he  ii  to  aeconnt  for  it  to  his  coDscieoce 
and  his  couDtry  that  he  erer  anenled  to  it  at  all. 
He  was  not  aader  the  ali^te&t  obliKHlion  to  as- 
sCDt  10  it.  As  KD  act  of  the  maJMity,  it  would 
hare  been  eqaally  valid  without  his  coacurrence 
or  si^aiare  as  with  it.  More  disD  ooe  tDeraber 
of  the  miiaoD,  and  oa  moic  than  one  occasion, 
signiSed  hii  determiaatioD  to  decline  ligning  the 
treaty,  if  particular  measures,  proposed  by  the 
British  Fleaipotentiatiea,  should  be  acceded  lo  by 
the  majority.  A  refusal  by  any  one  member  to 
coDcnr  in  any  measnie  upon  which  a  majority 
were  agreed,  would  at  least  hare  indticed  the  ma- 
jority to  reconsider  their  vote,  and  in  all  proh«biii^ 
to  bare  cancelled  it.  In  a  case  of  such  tranKtend- 
eot  importance  as  this,  of  higfa  inieiestt,  generoos 
policy,  hamaoe  and  tender  sympathies,  wantonly 
to  bencrificed,  in  defiance  of  the  moat  ezprcat  and 
unqualified  instruclionL  to  the  paltry  puipose  of 
accommodating  a  few  liahermeD,  destiiate  of  all 
claim  of  right,  how  conld  Mr.  Rometl  sit  patiently 
in  conference  with  the  British  Plenipotentiaries, 
and  join  in  the  ofier  of  it  to  (hemi  How  conld 
h«  subscribe  bis  name  to  a  letter  declaTint  be  had 
no  ubjectian  to  it  T  Had  Mr.  Russell  dissented 
from  this  measare  of  the  majority,  and  they  had 
still  persisted  in  it,  he  woald  doubtless  hafe  re- 
ported to  his  own  Qoverament  the  reasons  of  his 
dissent;  his  eetleagaes  of  the  majority  would  in 
like  manner  haTereported  theirs;  and  the  respon- 
sibility of  each  parly  would  have  rested,  as  it  onght, 
upon  their  resfteetivexcti.  To  concur  indiridnally 
in  the  measure,  to  sign  all  the  papen  appnrring 
it,  and  then  secretly  to  write  to  the  Oorerament 
a  letter  of  eeoaure,  reproach,  atid  misrepresenta- 
tion, ^^iitst  it  and  those  wbo  proposed  it,  was  in- 
deed a  shorter  and  easier  process. 

Mr.  Rnnell,  therefore,  did  not  eateriain 


ition  of  his  own  conduct  and 
I  that  of  the  subject  tsi  his  letter,  aad  in 
of  the  BentimcDts  and  eondact  of  his  eollcagi 

Bnt  there  is  a  point  of  view  more  important 
than  any  regard  to  nis  coadtet  and  scatimeDis  in 
ivhich  his  letter  is  yet  lu  be  considered.  If  there 
were  any  force  in  his  argument  against  the  meaa- 
urea,  or  any  correcioess  in  his  statements  agamst 
his  collcaffnea,  it  is  proper  they  shoold  be  sifted 
and  exammed. 

Lei  us,  therefore,  examine  the  proposed  article 
m  both  its  parts:  First,  as  relates  to  the  fishing 
liberty  for  ua ;  and,  secondly,  to  the  navigation  of 
(he  Missinippi  by  the  British.  And  in  order  lo 
ascertain  the  propriety  of  the  priacinles  assumed, 
aad  of  the  measures  adopted  by  tae  American 
ComRiiAioaen,  as  now  in  qnestion,  let  us  premise 
the  state  of  things  as  they  existed,  and  the  cir- 
ctimsiaaces  trader  which  this  proposal  wa*  ofiettd. 


By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  it 
was  agreed  that  the  peofrie  of  the  Upitad  States 
should  continue  to  eajoy  the  fisheries  of  New- 
foundland and  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  at 
all  other  places  in  the  sea  where  the  inbabilauts 
of  both  couotries  used  at  any  time  theretofore  to 
Ash ;  and,  also,  that  they  should  have  certain 
fishing  liberties  on  all  the  fishing  coast  within  the 
British  jurisdiction  of  Nova  Scotia,  Ma^alen 
i^nds,  and  Labrador.  The  title  by  which  the 
United  States  held  those  fishing  ri^^ta  and  liber- 
ties was  the  same.  It  was  tbe  possessorr  use  of 
the  right,  or,  in  Mr.  Russell's  more  leBmed  phrase, 
of  the  "  ju*  «nw  fOoubaUt,"  at  any  time  hereto- 
fore as  British  subjects,  and  the  acknowledgraaiit 
by  Great  Britain  of  its  coniiuoance  in  the  pc^e 
of  tbe  United  States  alUt  the  treaty  of  separa- 

□.  It  was  a  natioaal  right;  and,  therefore,  at 
much  a  right,  though  not  so  immediate  an  inter- 
est, to  the  people  of  Ohio  and  Keatuchy — ay,  and 
to  the  people  of  Louisiana,  after  they  became  a 
part  of  (he  people  of  the  United  States — as  it 
was  to  tbe  people  of  Masracbusetts  and  Maine  j 
the  latter  had  always  used  it  since  they  bad  beeit 
British  colooists^nd  the  coasts  hod  been  in  Brtt- 
ominioas.  But,  as  the  settlement  of  the  col- 
onies themselves  bad  not  been  of  lime  immemo- 
rial, it  was  not,  and  never  was  pretended  to  b«,  a 
title  by  prescription. 

Such  was  the  title  of  the  United  States  (o  the 
fisheries — prior  possession,  and  acknowledgment 
by  tbe  treaty  of  1783. 

The  Commissioners  at  Ghent  had  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  Stote  a  letter  of  instruction 
dated  2Sth  of  June,  1814,  containing  tbe  follow- 

Information  has  been  received  from  a  qnarier 


isb  Government  as  to  make  it  probable  that  a  de- 
mand will  be  made  at  Ootlenb«^  to  surrender  our 
right  to  the  fisheries,  to  abandon  all  trade  beyond 
tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  cede  Looisiana  to 
Spain.  We  cannot  believe  that  sach  a  demand 
will  be  made ;  ahoold  it  be,  you  will,  of  course, 
treat  it  as  it  deserves.  These  rights  must  not  be 
brought  into  discussion.  If  insisted  on,  your  ne- 
gotiations will  cease." 

Now^  it  is  very  true  that  a  mijorUy  of  the 
Commissioners  did  oonstme  these  instntotioas  to 


and  iaquice  whether  they  conld  not  sarreudet  a 
part,  and  yet  not  bring  the  right  into  disentsion ; 
whether  we  might  not  give  up  a  liberty,  and  y«t 
retain  a  right ;  or  whether  it  was  mi  argument  or 
an  aoreement  that  was  forbiddea.  They  nitdar- 
stood  (bat  the  fisheries  ivere  not  to  besarreodered. 
The  demand  made  by  the  British  GoverwHent 
was  firstedvancedin  an  artful  and  ensnaring  form. 
It  was  by  assuming  tbe  principle  that  the  rif^t 
had  been  forfeited  by  the  war,  and  by  notifying 
tbe  American  Commissioners,  as  they  did  at  the 
first  conference,  "that  the  British  (^vemment  did 
not  intend  to  fpraat  to  the  United  Slates,  gratui- 
toQsly,  the  privile^  fonnerly  gtuted  by  tnaty  lo 
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them — of  fishine  within  the  limits  of  the  Briti»h 
MTerei^nty,  aaaof  usiof  the  shores  of  the  British 
urrilorie*  for  purposes  connected  with  the  fish- 
erin."  Now,  lo  obtaia  the  surrender  of  thas  much 
of  the  finberies,  all  that  the  British  Plenipole 
rie*  could  possiblf  desire  was,  that  the  Americto 
Commissi  oners  should  acquiesce  in  the  principli 
that  the  treaty  of  1783  was  ahrogated  by  the  war 
Auent  to  this  principle  would  hare  been  .<urreDder 
of  the  right.  Mr.  Russell,  if  we  can  make  any 
thing  of  his  argument,  would  have  assented  and 
lurrendered,  and  comforted  himself  with  the  re- 
flection that,  as  the  right  had  not  been  brougbl 
into  discussion,  the  instractioits  woald  not  ba 
been  rioUced. 

But,  however  clearly  he  eipresses  this  opioi 

in  his  letter,  and  however  painfully  he  endeavors 
to  fortify  it  by  argument,  he  never  did  disclose  it 
to  the  same  eiteot  at  Ghenl.  The  only  way  in 
which  it  was  possible  lo  meet  the  notification  of 
the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  without  surrendering^ 
the  rights  whicQ  it  jeopardized,  was  by  denying 
the  principle  upon  which  it  was  founded.  Thjs 
was  done  bv  asseriing  the  principle,  that  the  treaty 
of  independence  of  1783  was  of  that  class  of  trea- 
ties and  the  right  in  question  of  the  character 
which  are  not  abrogated  by  a  subsequent  war ) 
that  the  notification  of  the  intention  of  the  British 
Government  not  to  renew  the  grant  could  not 
affect  the  right  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
not  been  forleited  by  the  war;  and  that,  conaidet- 
ing  it  as  still  in  force,  the  United  States  needed 
no  new  grant  from  Great  Britain  to  revive,  nor 
any  new  article  lo  coofirm  it. 

This  principle,  I  willingly  admit,  was  assumed 
and  advanced  by  the  American  Commissioners  at 
my  suggestion.  I  believed  it  not  only  indispensa- 
bly necessary  to  meet  the  insidious  form  in  which 
the  British  demand  of  surrender  had  been  put 
forth,  but  sound  in  itaelf,  and  maintainable  on  the 
most  enlarged,  humane,  and  generous  principles 
of  internaiional  law.  It  was  asserted  and  main- 
tiioed  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  at  Ghent; 
and  if,  in  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Russell,  it  suffered 
the  Ssning  liberty  to  be  brought  into  discussion,  at 
least  it  did  not  surrender  the  right. 

It  was  not  acceded  to  by  the  British  Plenipolen- 
tiariea.  Each  party  adhered  to  its  assertAd  prin- 
ciple; and  the  treaty  was  concluded  without  set- 
tling the  ioteresl  involved  in  it  Since  that  time, 
and  after  the  original  of  Mr.  Rustiell's  letter  of  the 
11th  February,  1815,  was  written,  the  principle 
uaerted  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Ghent  has  been  still  asserted  and  maintained 
through  two  long  and  arduous  negotiations  with 
Great  Britain,  and  has  passed  the  ordeal  of  mindit 
of  no  inferior  ability.  It  has  terminated  in  a  new 
and  satisfactory  arrangement  of  the  great  interest 
connected  with  it,  and  in  a  lubstanrial  admission 
of  the  principle  asserted  by  the  American  Pleni- 
potenttaries  at  Ghent,  by  that  convention  of  the 
30th  October,  1818,  which,  according  to  the  du- 
plicate of  Mr.  Russell's  letter,  he  foresaw,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S16,  even  while  writing  his  learned  dis- 
sertation agaiait  the  right  which  he  had  been 


instructed  not  to  surrender,  and  the  only  priDci^ 
by  which  it  could  be  defended. 

At  this  time,  and  afVer  all  the  conlnrm; 
through  which  the  American  principle  wii  dt» 
tined  to  pass,  and  has  passed,  1,  wiihoul  haiutin. 
reassert,  in  the  face  of  my  country,  the  prisclpb 
which,  in  defence  of  the  fishing  liheriifi  of  Ou 
nation,  was.  at  my  sug^wtion,  assmed  bj  ibt 
American  Plenipotentiaries  at  Ghent. 

I  deem  this  teassertion  of  it  the  more  impornii. 
because,  by  the  publication,  at  this  time,  of  Mr. 
Russell's  letter  that  Plenipotentiary  has  Doiod) 
disclaimed  all  his  share  in  the  first  assertion  of  it 
but  has  brougbl  to  bear  all  ihefaculttetof  hiioind 
against  it;  while  the  American  sideoflhci^ 
meat,  and  the  reasons  by  which  it  has  been  aip' 
ported  against  arguments  coinciding  much  wiu 
those  of  his  letter,  but  advanced  by  Britiih  m- 
soners,  are  not  before  the  public.  The  prinehileB 
yet  importini  to  great  interests,  and  to  the  [lion 
welfare  of  this  country. 

When  first  suggested,  it  obtained  the  uasBimDai 
auent  of  the  American  mission.  In  iheirteKof 
the  lOlh  November,  1814,  to  the  British  Flaif> 
tentiariea,  which  accompanied  their  fiift  pcDJtKif 
a  treaty,  they  said,  "in  answer  to  the  dedtniiM 
made  by  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  respKiiig 
the  fisheries,  the  nndcnigned,  referring  to  winl 
passed  in  the  conference  of  the  9th  Angun.iM 
only  stale,  Ihat  they  are  not  authori2ed  to  brig; 
into  discunion  any  of  the  rights  orlibertiawkieii 
the  United  Stales  have  heretofore  enjoyed  io  irli- 
tion  thereto.  From  iheir  nature,  and  fram  ibe 
peculiar  character  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  bi;  wluch 
they  wwe  recognised,  no  further  stipaliiitm  be 
been  deemed  necessary,  by  the  Government  oTibt 
United  Stales,  to  entitle  Ibem  to  the  full  enjoj- 
menl  of  all  of  them."  This  paragrapb  wk 
drawn  up  and  proposed  to  the  mission  bvifieswia- 
"     "        '■  ■ediaobjftl- 


her  with  whom  I 


:  Russell  t 


the  fishing  liberties  and  navigation  of  the  VJsm- 
sipi,  and  as  a  substitute  for  it.  The  mission unu- 
'  nously  accepted  il;  and  the  fishing  libcrtiotc- 

ig  thus  secured  from  wrrmder,  no  article  rtUiiif 

I  Ihem  or  to  the  Mississippi  was  inserted  in  Ik 

roiei  sent  to  the  British  mission. 
Bui  one  of  the  objects  of  the  awotiatioo  wu 

>  settle  the  boundary  between  the  United  Suta 
and  the  British  dominions,  from  the  norUi«e( 
ciwner  t>f  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  wtsm''- 
That  boundary,  by  the  treaty  of  17^  had  bm 
stipulated  to  be  "from  the  most  northweMern  poiM 
of  the  Lake  of  ihe  Woods,  on  a  dw*  mat  coaneu 
Iht  rivtr  Mississippi ;  and  tnence,  down  the  middk 
of  the  Mississippi,  lo  the  thirty-first  degree  d 
north  laiiiude;''  while,  by  the  eighth  aiiide  of 
the  same  treaty,  it  bad  been  stipulated  that  "ik 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from  itsscmitr 
'  e  ocean,  should  forever  remain  free  and  ops 
e  subjects  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citim* 
of  the  United  States." 

The  right  of  Great  firiuin  and  of  the  Unin' 
Stales,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  17K(;  to  wtc 
stipulation  with  regard  to  the  navigiticnof 
the  Mississippi,  might  be,  and  afterwardi  vH 
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queatioaed  br  Spttin,  then  a  possessor  also  of  terri- 
tories upon  the  ^ame  river,  end  indeed  of  both  its 
tanks  Irom  its  mouth  to  a  higher  latitude  than 
that  thus  stipatated  as  the  bouodary  of  the  United 
States.  But,  as'between  Great  Biilaia  and  the 
Untied  States,  there  could,  at  the  lime  of  the  coQ' 
ctusioD  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  be  no  possible  q^uet- 
lioD  of  the  right  of  both  to  make  the  stipulatioa ; 
th«  boundary  line  itself  beiag  in  substaace  a  eoa- 
cesition  of  territory  to  the  river,  aud  down  its  mid- 
dle to  latitude  tiiirty-one,  which  Great  Britain 
was  undoubtedly  competent  to  make,  and  the 
United  States  to  receive.  Now,  the  United  States 
having  received  the  cession  and  (he  boundary, 
with  Uie  right  to  navisate  the  river,  with  the  ex- 
preas  condition  that  Ue  navigation  of  the  river 
shotild  forever  remain  free  and  open  to  British 
subjects;  and  having  eipiessly  assented  to  that 
condition,  without  considering  it  as  infringiug 
upon  any  right  of  Spain ;  they  could  not,  consis' 
teally  vrilh  good  faith,  by  acquiring  afterwards 
(be  right  of  Spain,  alleee  that  this  acquisition 
abHOlved  them  from  the  obligation  of  the  prior  en- 
ngement  with  Great  Britain.  Thereis,  indeed,  in 
Af  r.  Ru-^tell's  letter,  a  hesitating  argiiment  to  tnat 
effect;  throdjouscharacterof  which  is  but flimsily 
rdted  by  its  subtlety.  The  United  States  had  a[- 
irays  insisted  upon  their  right  of  navigating  the 
Mississi|^i  by  force  of  the  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1783,  and  had  obtained  the  acknowledgment  of 
that  right  from  Spain  herself,  many  yeara  before 
they  acqaired  her  territorial  right  by  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana.  With  what  front,  then,  could  an 
American  negotiator  have  said,  af^er  the  latter 
period,  tu  a  British  Minister:  You  have  no  right 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi;  for  although, 
on  receiving  from  you  s  part  of  tno  river,  we  ex- 
preaslv  stipulated  that  you  ahould  forever  enjoy 
■  rigot  to  its  naTixation,  yet  that  engagement 
iraa  a  fraud  upon  the  rights  of  Spain ;  and,  al- 
though, lonfr  before  we  had  acquired  ibese  rights 
'  "    lin,  she  had  acknowledged  our  right  to  nav- 


of  Spai 
igate  the 


r,  founded  upon  this  rery  stipulation 


of  ivhich  you  now  claim  (he  benefit,  yet  I  will 
now  not  acknowledge  your  right,  founded  on 
the  same  siipolation.  Spain,  no  party  to  the  com- 
pact between  you  and  me,  after  controverting  it 
as  iofriogine  upon  her  rights,  finally  acceded  to 
its  benefioiaTarolication  to  us,  as  cMnpatible  with 
Ibose  rights.  But  we,  who  made  tne  compact 
-with  you,  having  now  acquired  the  adverse  rights 
of  SpaiD,  will  not  allow  you  the  beneficial  use  of 
our  own  compact.  We  first  swindled  and  then 
bullied  Spain  out  of  her  rights,  by  thb  eighth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  1783;  and  now,  having  ac- 
quired ooisetres  those  rights,  we  plead  them  for 
holding  our  engagement  with  you  for  a  dead  letter. 

This,  and  nothing  more  or  less  than  this,  is  the 
Bubstance  of  Mr.  Russell's  argument  to  show  that 
perhape  the  United  States  were,  by  the  acquisition 
a€  Louisiana,  absolved  from  the  obligation  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  even  before 
[be  -war  of  1812. 

Sut,  s^s  Mr.  Bnasell,  the  treaty  of  1783  was 
zaade  under  a  belief  of  both  parties  that  it  would 
eaT«  Qfcat  Britain  with  a  portion  of  tenitory 


upon  the  Mississippi,  and  therefore  entitled  to 
Claim  the  right  of  navigating  the  river.  But  the 
boundary  line  of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  a  line 
from  the  northwestern  most  point  of  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  due  west  to  the  Mississippi.     And 


northwest  corner  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods  did 
not  strike  the  Mississippi ;  therefore,  continues  Mr. 
Russell,  Great  Britain  could  claim  no  territorial 
right  to  the  navigation  of  the  river ;  and  therefore 
had  no  longer  any  claim  to  the  benefit  of  the  eighth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1783. 

To  this  it  may  be  replied:  first,  that  the  British 
claim  of  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi  was  nftt 
founded  Milely  on  the  territory  which  it  was  be- 
lieved they  would  retain  upon  that  river,  by  the 
boundary  west  from  the  Lake  of  the  Wood*.  The 
eighth  article  of  the  treat?  of  1763  was  a  sepante 
and  distinct  article,  stipulating  the  right  of  both 
nations  to  navigate  the  river,  wilhoni  any  refer- 
ence to  boundary 'or  to  territory.  But  the  bound- 
ary, the  territory,  and  the  rignt  to  navigate  the 
river,  were  all,  in  that  treaty,  cessions  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  United  States.  And  had  it  even 
been  the  intention  of  both  parties  that  Britain 
should  cede  the  whole  of  her  territories  on  the 
Mississippi,  it  was  yet  competent  to  her  to  reserve 
the  right  of  navigating  the  river  for  her  sutjec' 


and  competent  for  the  United  States  to  accept  the 
cession,  subject  to  that  reservation.  They  did  so, 
by  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty.  And,  in  this 
point  of  view,  the  British  right  of  navigating  the 
river  within  tne  American  territory  was  precisely 
similar  to  the  Ameiicao  liberty  of  fishing  within 
the  British  territorial  jurisdiction,  reserved  by  the 
third  article  of  the  same  treaty. 

But,  secondly,  the  discovery  that  a  line  due  west 
from  the  nor  lb  western  most  corner  of  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  would  not  strike  the  Mississippi,  bad 
not  deprivedGreatBritainof  all  claim  to  territory 
upon  that  river,  at  the  time  of  the  negotiation  at 
Ghent.  The  line  described  in  the  treaty  wa^ 
from  the  northwestern  most  point  of  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods,  "on  a  due  west  course  to  the  river 
Mississippi.'-  When  it  was  found  that  a  line  due 
west  did  not  touch  the  Mississippi,  this  bound- 
ary was  annulled  by  the  fact.  It  remained  an 
unsettled  bonndary,  to  be  adjusted  by  a  new  aatee- 
ment.  For  this  adjustment,  the  moral  obliga- 
tion of  the  parties  was  to  adopt  such  aline  as 
should  approximate  as  near  as  possible  to  the  in- 
tentions of  both  parlies,  in  agreeing  upon  the  line 
for  which  it  was  to  be  substituted.  For  ascertain- 
ing inis  line,  if  the  United  Stales  were  entitled  to 
the  bmefii  of  the  words  "on  a  due  west  course," 
Britain  was  equally  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  words  "  to  the  river  Mississippi."  Both  the 
demands  stood  on  the  same  grounds.  Before  the 
war  of  1813,  three  abortive  attempts  had  been 
made  by  the  parties  to  adjust  this  boundary.  The 
first  was  by  the  treaty  of  1794,  when  it  was  al- 
ready conjectured,  but  not  ascertained,  that  the 
line  due  west  from  the  lake  would  not  intersect 
the  Hiatinippi.  By  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
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of  17M,  it  was  igraed  that  a  joint  survey  ■hould 
be  made  to  asceilaio  the  fact;  and  that  if,  on  the 
result  of  that  survey,  it  should  appear  that  the 
wett  line  would  not  intersect  the  river,  the  parties 
would  proceed,  "  by  amicable  ne^tiation,  to  reg- 
ulate the  boundary  line  in  that  quarter,  accordiog 
to  justice  and  mutual  con veDieoce,  and  in  eoDfor- 
mity  to  the  intent  of  the  treaty  of  1783."  This 
survey  was  never  made.  The  >«coDd  attempt  to 
adjust  the  line  was  by  the  cooTenlion  B\gaed  oo 
the  12th  of  May,  1803,  by;  Mr.  Kin^  and  Lord 
Hawkeabury  ;  the  fifth  article  of  which,  aft^r  re- 
citing the  same  uncertainty  whether  a  line  drawn 
due  west  from  the  Lake  of  (be  Woods  would  in- 
tersect the  Mississij^i,  provided  that,  instead  of 
the  said  liae,  the  boundary  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  that  quarter,  should,  and  was  declared  to  be, 
the  shortest  line  which  could  be  drawn  between 
the  Dorthwest  point  of  the  Lake  of  ibe  Woods 
and  the  nearest  source  of  the  river  Misaissipai. 
This  convention  not  bavins  been  ratified,  the  third 
attempt  at  adjusuneni  h&d  Deen  made  ia  the  nego- 
tiation of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  of  1806 
uid  1807;  at  which  an  article  had  been  proposed, 
and  agreed  to,  that  the  line  should  be  from  the 
most  northwestern  point  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods 
to  the  foriy-ointb  parallel  of  latitude;  and  from 
that  point,  due  west,  along  and  wiib  the  said  par- 
allel, as  far  as  the  respective  territories  extend  in 
that  quarter.  And  with  that  article  was  coupled 
another,  as  follows : 

"It  is  agreed  by  the  United  States,  that  His 
Majesty's  subjects  shall  have,  at  all  times,  free  ac- 
cess from  His  Majesty's  aforesaid  terrilories,  by 
land  or  ialand  navigation,  inio  the  aforesaid  (er- 
of  the  United  States,  to  the   ' 


the  treaty  of  peace  between  His  Majesty  and  the 
United  Btatts,  and  also  by  tbe  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  Davieation  of 
1794.  And  it  is  further  agreed,  ihatHisMajesty's 
mbieets  shall,  in  like  manner,  and  at  all  times, 
to  all  the  waters  and  rivers  falling 
I  side  of  tbe  river  Mississippi,  and 
n  of  the  said  river." 


into  the  westei 
to  the  navigati 

This  negotiaii_._  _  ... 
of  tbe  British  minisCrv,  and 
resumed.  But  the  foltaniii(_ 
tbe  two  articles,  contained  in  a  tetter  from  Mr. 
Madison  to  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinkney,  of  the 
30th  July,  1807,  show  bow  far  Mr.  Jefferson,  then 
President  of  the  United   Stales,  had  authorized 


s  BUKpended  by  a  change 
,  and  was  not  afterwards 
toning  observations  upon 


ccede  to  then 


"  Aecea*  by  land  or  inland  navigaiiiMi  from  tbe 
British  terrilories,  through  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  to  tbe  river  Mississippi,  is  not  to  be 
allowed  to  British  subjects,  with  their  ^aoda  or 
eflecis,  unless  such  articles  shall  have  paid  all  the 
duties,  «nd  be  within  all  ibe  cuatom-honse  ragula- 
liona  applicable  to  goods  and  effects  of  oitiseas  of 
tbe  United  Siatea.  An  access  dunugh  tbe  terri- 
tory of  tbe  United  Stales  to  the  waters  ranning 
nio  the  wBstens  wide  of  tbe  Mississippi  is,  under  no 


o  be  stipulated  to  Britiili 


oipni, 
[e  the 


modification  whatever, 
sDbiects." 

Such,  then,  was  the  state  of  things,  in  rriatin 
to  this  interesting  question,  at  tbe  time  when  ifae 
war  of  1812  broke  out ;  and,  at  tbe  negoiiatioit  of 
Ohent,  ihe  same  question  of  boundary  again  oc- 
curred for  adjuttmeoL  Tbe  right  of  tbe  BritiA 
to  a  liae  from  the  Lake  of  tbe  Woods  tolkiMt- 
lut^pi  had  never  been  renounced ;  and  at  the  last 
negotiation  between  the  parties,  four  years  afls 
the  United  Slates  had  acquired  Lovunaus.  and 
with  it  all  the  Spanish  rights  upon  the  1 
tbe  British  Governmeut,  in  assenting 
forty-Dinih  parallel  of  latitude  as  a  aubstitnte  for 
tbe  line  to  CV  JMustm;)^  had  expressly  restipobted 
for  the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  and  free  accos 
to  it  from  our  territories;  lobothofwhick  Mesas. 
Monroe  and  Pinkney  had  been  explicitly  author- 
ized to  accede. 

Uttdet  this  i»tate  of  things,  it  had  never  ben 
admitted  by  the  British,  nor  could  we  maintain 
against  them  by  argument  evai,  tbat  tbe  Hisus- 
sippi  river  was  within  our  txiwsfBS  jortsdietioD ; 
for  so  long  as  tbey  had  a  rig^t  by  treaty  to  a  lint 
of  boandary  to  tlnU  river,  and  consequently  to  ter- 
ritory upon  it,  they  also  nad  jtiriadiciion  upoa  ii; 
nor,  consequently,  could  the  itutraetiotis  of  15lh 
April,  1813,  bad  ihey  even  been  still  in  full  force, 
have  retirioted  tbe  AmericBB  Conomiiiionen  finm 
makingor  reoeiving  a  propositian  for  conliouing 
to  the  British,  tbe  right  of  navigating  the  river, 
which  they  bad  enjoyed,  without  ever  nsii^  it, 
from  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1783,  when  Ak 
United  States  had  received,  ny  cession  from  tWm, 
the  right  of  enjoying  it  jointly  with  them. 

Bearing  in  mind  this  state  of  things,  we  are 
also  to  remember  that,  in  tbe  conference  of  19th 
AuguM,  1814,  and  in  the  letter  of  ihat  date  ftom 
the  British  to  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  (see 
Wait's  State  Papers,  vol.  9,  pp.  334,  338,)  Ottf 
had  claimed  a  new  Northwestern  bonndnry  line 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Missisu'[^  and  ifae 
free  navigation  of  that  river.  To  this  tbe  Amcn- 
can  Commissioners  had  answered,  on  the  S4fk  ^ 
Augnst,  1814:  The  undersigned  pncnvc  ifaat  the 
British  Qovemment  "propose,  withoot  pnrpoK 
specifically  alleged,  to  draw  the  boan<tary  IJM 
westward,  not  from  the  Lake  of  tbe  Woods,  as  ii 
now  is,  bin  from  Lake  Superior :"  and  ikey  ob- 
jected to  it,  as  detnanding  a  caaion  of  lerniory. 

The  British  Plenipplanliaries,  oa  tbe  4th  oS 
September,  1814,  replied: 

"As  the  necessity  for  fixing  some  boandary  far 
tbe  Nortbweeiern  irDniier  has  been  matn^y  ac- 
knowledged, a  proposal  for  a  diaeussion  on  that 
subject  caanot  be  considered  as  a  deoMad  fori 
cession  of  territory,  unless  the  United  Blaiea  br 
prepared  to  auert  that  tbccc  is  no  limit  n  ihar 
territories  in  that  direction ;  and  tbM,  availmf 
themselves  of  the  geographical  error  npoa  arUd 
that  part  of  the  treaty  of  1783  was  foiMed,  thq 
will  acknowledge  no  boundary  whalef«r;  then. 
unquestionably,  anv  proposition  to  fix  OB^bait 
what  it  may,  must  be  oonsiderad  as  d«mn4M«  a 
large  cesaiwi  of  terriMry  ftom  the  Umic4  SIhk. 

'Is  die  American  Goreenvattt  prtyanJ  to  a»- 
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»rt  such  ID  vnlimiled  right,  so  eontnry  ic 
erident  inteDiioD  of  the  treiiy  itKelf?  Or,  is  His 
Majesty's  Goveroment  lo  aDderstand  that  the 
ArnericBD  Plenipoteniiariea  are  willing  to 
koowledge  the  bounJarf  from  the  Lt£e  of 
Woods  to  tlie  Misaissippi  (the  arraoffemeDt  made 
by  a  convention  in  1S03,  but  not  ratified,)  as  that 
by  which  their  GovernmeDt  is  ready  to  abide? 

"  The  British  PleDipotenliaries  are  instructed  to 
accept  TaTorably  such  a  proposition,  or  lo  discuss 
aoT  otber  line  of  boundary  which  may  be  submii- 
tea  for  coasideration." 

1  stop  here  for  a  moment  to  observe,  how  in- 
stinctively, if  the  expression  may  be  allowed,  both 
the  parties  in  this  correspondence  recur  to  the  treaty 
of  1783,,  with  a  consciousness  that  it  was  yet  in 
full  force,  as  an  appeal  for  either  in  support  of  its 
ctaicos.  Theexpression  in  the  above  American  note 
applied  to  the  boundary  "as  it  now  \a;"  the  refer- 
ence of  the  British  note  to  tbe  geographical  error 
ia  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  their  wiiriDKnesa  to  dis- 
cuss the  ariangement  of  1803,  (the  shortest  line 
from  the  T^ke  of  the  Woods  to  the  Mississippi.) 
Both  acknowledge  tbe  treaty  of  1783  as  the  basis 
of  all  proposition  and  all  argument,  and  as  being 
yet  in  force  for  every  thioff  which  should  not  be 
otherwise  provided  for  in  the  new  (rnty. 

Id  their  note  of  21st  October,  1814,  tbe  British 
Commisiioners  said : 

"On  tfaesDbjeci  of  tbe  fisheries,' the  undersigned 
expressed  with  m>  much  frankness,  at  the  confer- 
ence already  referred  to,  the  views  of  their  Qov- 
ernmeni,  that  they  consider  any  further  obierva- 
tions  on  that  topic  as  unnecessary  at  the  present 

"On  the  question  of  the  boundary  between  the 
dominions  of  His  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United 
States,  tbe  undersigned  are  led  to  expect,  from  tbe 
discussion  which  this  subject  has  already  under- 
gone, that  the  Northwestern  boundary,  from  the 
Lake  of  tbe  Woods  to  the  Mi^issippi,  (the  in- 
tended arrangement  of  1803,)  will  be  admitted 
without  objection."  « 

Thns  stood  the  parties  and  the  subject,  when, 
on  the  10th  of  November,  1814.  tbe  American 
Plenipotentiaries  sent  tbe  first  projet  of  ■  trvety  to 
the  British  Commissiooers.  It  contained  no  arti- 
cle relating  either  to  tbe  fisheries  or  to  the  Missis- 
sippi ;  but,  in  the  note  which  accompanied  it,  to 
meet  the  notification  twice  given  on  the  part  of  tbe 
British  Qovernment,  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
gfrant,  without  equivalent,  (be  liberty  of  flshins 
wilbin  the  British  jurisdiction,  the  counter-notifi- 
cation, already  noticed,  was  introduced,  inform- 
ing them  that  tbe  American  Government  did  not 
coDsider  the  fishing  liberties  as  forfeited  by  tbe 
war,  aad  that  they  would  remain  in  full  force, 
withoDt  needing  any  new  grant  to  confirm  them. 
At  Ibis  stage  of  the  negotiation,  thovfore,  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  did  aclually  pursue 
the  first  of  those  three  other  ways  of  proceeding, 
4'hich  Mr.  Russell,  ia  the  postscript  to  the  origi- 
nal of  his  letter  of  lltb  February,  181S,  says  they 
might  bave  taken,  and  to  which  he  adds  that  be 
-would  have  assented,  namely:  lo  contend  for  the 
continuance  of  the  fishing  iwivilege,  nolwitbstand- 
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ing  the  war,  without  saying  any  thing  about  the 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  Tt  cannot  but  be 
surprising  to  find  Mr.  Russell,  within  three  montba 
after  these  events,  writing  privately  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Mating,  this  as  a  course  other  than 
that  which  we  had  pursued,  and  that  he  would 
have  assented  to  it  if  we  had;  when  it  was  the 
very  course  that  we  did  pursue,  and  he  had  assent- 
ed to  it.  We  did  contend,  not  for  tbe  indestnicti- 
bility,  as  Mr.  Russell  terms  it,  of  tbe  treaty  of 
1783;  but  that,  from  its  peculiar  character,  it  was 
not  abrogated  by  the  mere  occurrence  of  war. 
We  never  maintained  that  the  treaty  of  1783  was 
indestructible  or  imperishable;  but  that  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  boundaries,  acknowledged  by  it  aa 
belonging  lo  Us,  were  not  abrogated  by  mere  war. 
We  never  doubled,  for  example,  that  we  might  be 
compelled  to  stipulate  a  new  boundary;  .but  that 
would  have  been,  not  as  a  conseqaence  of  mere 
war,  but  the  efiect  of  conquest  resulting  from  war. 
Tbe  difiereoce  between  ouf  prin<;iple  and  that  of 
the  British  was,  that  the^,  conaideiios  the  rights 
acknowledged  as  belonging  to  us  by  the  treaty  as 
mere  grants,  held  them  as  annulled  by  war  alone; 
while  we,  viewing  them  as  lights  existing  before 
tbe  treaty,  and  onlv  acknowledged  by  it,  could 
not  admit  them. to  be  forfeited  without  our  own 
assent.  Britain  might  have  recovered  them  by 
conquest;  but  ihat  could  not  be  consummated 
without  our  acquiescence,  tacit  or  expressed.  Bdr. 
Russell,  who  assented  to  our  principle,  and  assert- 
ed it  with  us,  now  says  he  always  thought  the 
British  principle  was  the  true  one.  If  the  Ameri- 
can mission,  at  that  trying  lime,  had  acted  upon 
it,  he  never  would  have  prophesied  tbe  convention 
of  October,  1818. 

Tbe  eighth  article  of  the  pmjet  of  a  treaty,  sent 
by  the  American  Commissioners  on  the  10th  of 
November,  offered  the  boundary  which  had  been 
proposed  in  1807,  a  line  noiib  or  south  to  latitude 
49°,  and  westward,  on  that  parallel,  as  far  as  the 
lenitories  of  the  two  countries  extended;  and  vid 
nothing  about  the  Mississippi.  But  when,  on  the 
S6th  of  November,  the  British  Plenipotentiarie* 
returned  the  projet  with  their  proposed  amend' 
ments,  they  accepted  the  49th  parallel  westward 
from  the  Lake  vf  the  Woods  for  the  boundary, 
but  with  the  following  addition  to  the  article: 
"And,  it  is  further  agreed,  the  subjects  of  His 
Britannic  Majesty  shall-  at  all  times  have  acces^ 
from  His  Britannic  Majesty's  territories,  bjr  land 
or  inland  navigation,  into  the  aforesaid  temloriea 
of  the  United  States  to  the  river  Mississippi,  witk 
their  goods,  effects,  and  merchandise;  and  that 
His  Britannic  Majesty's  subjects  shall  have  and 
enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the  said  river." 

It  was  lo  meet  this  demand  that,  at  the  confer- 
ence of  ihe  1st  of  December,  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries proposed  to  strike  out  all  tho^worda^ 
and  to  substitute  the  amendment  contained  in  the 
protocol  of  that  conference,  already  communica- 
ted to  Congress.  It  was  thus  ihai  the  relation 
which  Mr.  Russell,  within  three  months  aflet- 
wards,  so  Eiingularly  professes  not  to  perceive  be- 
tween the  fishing  liberties  and  tbe  Missishippi 
navigation,  not  only  naturally  arose,  but  f<Hved 
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ibdfupoD  the  American  PlcDipoieDliaries.  They 
bad  Mfed  the  fishing  liberties  from  surrender,  as 
they  had  been  BpeeiaTly  instrncted  to  do,  by  asseri- 
iag-that  the  treaty  of  17S3  had  not  been  abroga- 
ted^.^ fiteto  hy  the  war.  Two  days  before  re- 
ceiTinct  tbii  counter-proietj  they  had  received 
from  Washington  a  fresh  inalrucCioQ,  exprewl^ 
audflrizing  them  to  conclude  a  treaty  on  the  basis 
of  tha  sfodif  avU  btUun,  including,  of  course,  the 
fiihing  liberCyononeside,  and  the  navigation  ofthe 
Miaaisaippi  on  the  other.  They  could  not,  there- 
fore, consistently  with  iho.'^e  instruclions,  eithn 
rgeet  this  British  demand,  or  abandon  to  surren- 
der tbe  fisheries.  They  offered,  tberefore,  the 
anKadm^nt  containing  the  renewed  acknowled^- 
mmt  of  both :  and  tbey  said  to  the  Britisb  Pteni- 
potentiariea :  We  have  told  yon  that  we  Consider 
all  the  rights  secured  to  us  by  the  treaty  of  1783 
aaotiH  in  force.  What  we  demand,  if  you  assent 
to^it,  we  ronst  yield  in  return.  If,  as  we  say,  the 
tnaty  of  17S3  is  yet  in  force,  you  hare  the  right 
of.  narigating  tbe  Mississippi,  and  we  have  the 
fishiag  rights  and  liberties  unimpaired.  If,  as  you 
nf,  tbe  treaty  ii  alwogated,  how  can  you  claim 
tba  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi?  You 
must  admit  the  one,  or  not  demand  the  other. 
Wflafibryoo  tbe  alternaiiTc  of  a.new  stipulated 
atfOiiMJoii  of  both,  or  a  total  omission  of  boib. 
We  offer  yon  in  application  the  choice  of  our 
principle  or  of  yoor  own. 

The  British  Commiuioners  took  the  proposal 
for  reference  to  tbeir  Governmenr,  by  whom  ii 
vaa  immediately  rejected.  But,  to  show  how 
aniious  they  were  to  obtain  from  us  tbe  surrender 
of  onr  fisbmg  liberties,  and  how  cheaply  they 
Talued  the  rizhi  of  navigating  the  Missi^ssippi,  as 
one  of  the  last  expedients  of  n^otiation,  thry 
offered  us  an  article,  agreeing  that,  after  the  peace, 
the  parties  would  further  negotiate  "  reapeciing 
tbe  leraw,  conditions,  and  regulations,  under 
wbicfa  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States"  should 
again  eo joy  the  fishing  liberties,  "in  consideration 
of  a  fair  equivalent,  to  be  agre 
His  Majesty  and  the  said   United' States,  and 


1  fair  equivalent,  to  be  aneed  upon  between 

Majesty  and  tbe  said   United  States,  and 

gouited  by  Iha  said  United  States  for  such  liberty 


albresaid;"  and  a  reciprocal  stipulati 
^Hd  to  the  British  right  of  navigating  tfas'  MJs< 
siaippi.  As  the  parties  after  the  peace  would 
have  been  just  as  competent  further  to  negotiate 
OB'itheK  points,  if  so  disposed,  without  this  article 
asfwiih  it,  its  only  effect  would  have  been  a  mu- 
tual. sarTender,  on  tbe  American  side,  of  the  fish~ 
iBg>  liberties,  and,  on  the  British  side,  of  ibe  right 
to«avigaie  the  Mississippi;  with  this  difference, 
tfaatwe  should  bavc  surrendered,  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  our  instructions,  a  real,  existing,  practical 
liberty,  which,  even  in  the  war  of  our  indepen- 
daiMe,  bad  been  deemed  of  the  highest  impor- 
taace,  anjj  at  its  close  had  been  with  infinite  dif- 
fiodty  secured :  a  liberty,  of  which  that  portion  of 
the  Uni«D  whom  it  immediately  conceri 
beca,  from  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  17B3, 
coostaot,  real,  and  useful  possession ;  while  the 
British  wonld  have  stirrendered  absolutely  noth- 
ing— a  right  which,  by  inference  from  their  own 
pcuioiple,  was  abrogated  by  tbe  war;  a  tight 


which,  under  Ibe  treaty  of  1783,  they  bad  en- 
joyed for  thirty  years  without  ever  using  it;  and 
hicb.  in  all  human  probability,  never  wonld 
ive  oeen  of  more  beneficial  use  to  the  British 
stioD,  than  would  be,  to  tbe  peajde  of  tbe  United 
States,  Ibe  right  of  navigating  the  Bridgewaiet 
-oal  or  the  Danutw. 

There  was  certainly  an  inconastmcjr  on  the 
part  of  tbe  Britisb  Giovernment,  in  claiming  a 
right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi,  while  asserting 
that  the  treaty  of  17S3  was  abrogated  by  the  war: 
and  when  pressed  by  us  to  say  on  what  principle 
they  claimed  it  without  offering  for  it  an  tqoiva- 
leni,  tbey  said  tbe  equivalent  was  iheir  acaepance 
of  the  forty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude  for  ibe 
NorilTwesiern  bounoary,  instead  of  tbe  line  to 
which  they  were  entitled  by  the  treaty  of  I7B3— W 
the  Mississippi.  As  they  ^ve  up  the  line  to  tbe 
river,  they  said  they  had  a  right  to  reserve  its  nav- 
igation, and  aooeas  to  it  for  that  porpoae.  Tbey 
bad  said  the  same  thing  to  Mesaia.  Monroe  aad 
Pinkney  In  1807 ;  and  the  principle  had  been  a*- 
sented  to  by  them,  with  the  subsequent  sanctMM 
of  Ptesident  Jefferson.  Still, thewholewgunMsl 
leaned  upon  the  continuing  validity  of  the  treaty 
of  1783;  for  tbe  boundary  line,  as  well  n  tbe  Mis- 
sissippi navigation,  was  null  aad  void,  if  ihai 
treaty  was  abrogated.  We  replied  to  them,  that, 
alibough  we  were  willing  to  agree  to  tbe  forty- 
ninth  parallel  at  latitude  for  the  bottndary,  and 
thought  it  of  mutual  interest  that  the  line  sboold 
be  fixed,  we  were  yei  not  tenacious  of  it;  we  coaM 
not  agree  to  their  article  of  mutual  airrendtr,  with 
a  pledge  of  future  negotiation ;  bat  we  wouU  ceo- 
sent  to  omit  the  boundary  article  itself,  and  leave 
tbe  whole  subject  for  future  adjustment  And  to 
this  th^  finally  agreed. 

Tbe  advantage  of  this  to  us  was,  that  we  cane 
out  of  the  war  without  having  surrendered  the 
fishing  liberties,  as  they  had  been  enjoyed  liefoi^ 
and  stipulated  at  the  treaty  of  1783.  We  wne 
still  free  to  maintain,  and  we  did,  aftcx  (be  eoa- 
clusion  of  peace,  effectively  maintain^  tbe  exig- 
ence of  tbe  right,  notwithstanding  tbe  latnreH^ 
war.  The  British  Qoveinmeot  still  inaisted  thai 
tbe  treatv  of  17S3  was  abrogated  by  the  war:  bat 
when  called  upon  to  show,  why  then  ihey  tnated 
tbe  United  States  as  an  independent  nalioa,  tad 
why,  in  the  Treaty  of  Obent,  they  had  agreed  lo 
fonr  several  cominissions  to  ascertain  boaadaries, 
"according  to  the  true  intent  and  meuiitg  (rf  tbal 
same  treaty  of  1783,"  they  finally  anawerat,  that 
tbey  considcfed  our  indepettdence,  and  tbe  Imaii- 
danes,  as  existing  facta,  like  theaeof  other  nnlimi, 
without  reference  to  iMir  origin.  Thia  IcA  noth- 
ing but  a  dispute  about  words;  for  we  applied  the 
same  principle  to  the  fishing  liberties  of^  tbe  thiid 
article,  which  they  conceded  with  r^ard  to  ibe 
acknowledgment  of  iadenendetiee  and  to  the  boun- 
daries. They  considered  the  whi^e  treaty  of  1783 
as  a  British  grant.  We  considered  it  as  a  Britiik 
acknowledgment.  They  never  drew  the  niced*- 
tinction,  attempted  bv  Mr.  Russell,  between  a  per- 
ishable and  imperisnable  part  of  the  treaif,  a 
admitted  (hat  it  consisted  of  rigbia  which  ibn' 
could  not,  and  of  privilege*  wUch  they  coald. 
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rttame  without  oar  coqmdI.  Bj  their  principls, 
tb«]r  mi^t  have  Teaumed  the  irhole;  and  wben 
tbey  notified  la  us,  at  QhenI,  that  thef  did  not 
JBtettd  to  grant  us  agxin  the  fialiing  libertim  with- 
in tbeir  eTClusire  jarisdiciiarij  bat  that  they  tneant 
to  Iwte  vs  the  right  of  fishiiig  in  the  open  sea, 
they  gave  us  distinctly  eooDgli  to  undetstand  (hat 
they  were  treating  us  with  tnagaantmitir  in  not 
resuming  the  whole.  Theie  waa,  in  truth,  no 
diSefence  in  ibe  princiF^ei  and  Mr.  Rnssedl,  in 
coDsulling  hia  Vatlel,  to  dnd  that  fishing  rights 
wete  >Bra  tativ  ftieiillalit,  and,  therefore,  impre^ 
scnptibleu  ought  (o  bare  seen  what  that  wntn 
very  ei)iliettJy  saw— not  that  tbey  were  rights 
whieh  could  not  neaoquired  b?  loitgusagcj  but 
righuwhiob  coiid  not  be  lost  by  non-us«r.  He 
ought  al*»la  havefietn,  what  Vatlel  no  kas  clearly 
l»yB  down,  thaty  although  a  nation  mayttppEopn- 
aterto'  iiselfa  fishciiy  apon  its  own  coasts  and- 
TrUhin  its  own  junsdiottoD,  yet,  "if  it  hu  odbcb 
auknowledgvd  Ibe  common  right  of  other  nniitma 
to  ceme  and  fish  there,  it  can  no  longer  exdude- 
tlwm  from  it;  it  hat  left  that  fisbny  in  its  primi- 
tive freedom,  at  leait  with  respect  -0  ibosa  who 
ba«e  becK  iit  powoiiion  of  it."  And  he  eit«»the 
beningfittery  on  the  coast  of  England,  as  being 
conmoD  lolhem  wHh  other  nations,  because,  tbey 
had  not  appropriated  it  to  themeelvea  from  ^  be- 
ginning. 

In  parsing  the  letter  of  Mr.  Rnssell.  whether 
original  or  duplicate,  I  cannot  but  reflect  with 
grmliltide  lo  Pioridenae  upon  the  slender  thread  by 
which  the  rights  of  this  nation  10  the  fisheries  were 
in  fact  anspended  at  Ibe  negotiation  of  Ghent. 
Positive  and  precise  as  our  instructions  were,  not 
to  tUTiendir  them,  if  Mr.  RusHell  had  disclosed  at 
Oliejit  tbe  opinions  arowed  in  either  rernon  of 
hia  leitni  1  if  he  bad  so  broadly  asserted  and  so  par- 
tinacioMty  mainiBioed  his  conviction  of  the  otter 
wortblessness  of  the  fisheriesi  in  compaiimiB  with 
tliafxchuion  of  the  British  from  a  mete  phantom 
oT  light  to  nBTigate  the  Mississippi,  which  they 
had  always  enjoyed  without  use,  without  bendit 
to  IbesstelvEs' or  mjury  to  us;  if  he  had  solearn-. 
edlf  disacrted  to  pntre  that  the  treaty  of  1783  was 
toteUy  and'  absolutely  abrogated  by  tbe  war ;  if 
ho  hM'So  tbofooghly  inverted  the  real  stati'of 
the  quealion,  aitd  painted  it  in  such  gbwiog  ralors 
asa  saerifiee  of  the  deej^  real  intensts  of  the 
MTest,  to  a  iballow,  imaginary  inlcmt  of  Ibe 
Bast;  if^  with  that  perseverance  wliich  is  the  test 
of  sinefliily,  he  had  refused  to  sign  the  proposal 
delertuMN  upon  by  the  majority  of  his  colleagues, 


hia  mottTts  for  differing  from  them  ;  and,  abore 
all,  if  another  mind  oonld  hare  been  found  in  the 
miosioB  capable  of  concurring  with  bim  in  those 
views,  it  would  at  least  have  required  of  the  ma- 
jority an  infleidbility  of  fortitude,  beyond  that  of - 
any  trial  bj  whieh  they  were  viuied,  to  have 
persevered  in  their  proposal.  Had  thev  concur- 
red with  him  in  his  opinion  of  the  total  abroga- 
tioBof  the  treaty  of  1763,  far  the  mere  fact  of  the 
■vrmi,  the  fishmes  in  the  Ghilt  of  St.  Lawrence,  on 
clt*««ait  of  Labrador,  and  to  an  indefinite  extent 


from  tbe  Island  of  Newfoundland,  were  lost  to 
tbe  United  States  forever ;  or  at  least  till  tbe  in- 
dignant  energy  of  the  nation  should  have  rec0T~ 
ered,  by  conquest,  the  rights  thus  surrendered  to 
usurpation.  In  notifying  to  ua  that  the  British 
Government  intended  not  lo  renew  the  grant  of 
the  fisheries  witbin  British  jurisdiction,  they  had 
not  said  what  extent  thev  meant  to  give  to  these 
turina.  They  had  said  tney  did  not  mean  to  ex- 
tend it  to  the  right  of  the  fisheries,  generally,  m 
in  the  open  seas,  enjoyed  by  all  o^et  natioDs. 
(See  letter  of  the  American  CommiAsioners  to  tbe 
Secretary  of  Slate  of  the  12th  August,  1814. 
Wak'4  Stah  Papm,  vd.  9,  p.  3^1.)  But  there  was 
not  wanting  historical  eipositioa  of  what  Great 
BritainuDMrKood  by  faerexniuaive  jurisdiction  as 
applied  to  these  fisheries;  In  the  iwdfth  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  Nova  Scotia 
or  Aeadia  had  been  ceded  by  France  to  Great 
Briuin,  the  cession  had  been  made  "in  sunteam- 

Sla  manaer  and  form,  that  the  subjects  of  the 
l9ct'  Ohrislian  Kin^  shall  bereafiei  be  emlnded 
frtmi  all  kind  of  fishing  in  the  said  seas,  bays,  and 
other  planet  on  the  coast  of  Nora  Scotia ;  that  is 
to  say,  on  those  which  lie  towards  the  east,  within 
thirtv  league^  beginning  from  the  island  com- 
monly called  Bahle,  inclusively,  aitd  thencealong 
towards  the  soDlfawcst." 

By  the  thirteeitth  article  of  the  same  irMty, 
French  subjects'  were  eududed  from  fishing  on 
any  other  part  of  the  coaf  t  of  the  ^land  of  N«w 
fouadtand  than  from  Cape  Bonavisia  ■orthwml, 
and  thence  westward  to  Point  Biche.  By  the ! 
fifiecnib  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  certain  rights  of  fishing 
ai  the  inlaad  of  Newfoundland  had  been  reserved 
to  tbe  GnipUBcoans,  end  other  subjects  of  Spain ; 
but  in  the  eigbteeotb  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace- 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  of  1763,  His 
Catholic  Majesty  bad  desisted,  "  as  well  for  him- 
self as  for  nis  suecesaors,  from  aU  pretension 
wkicb  he.  might  have  formed,  in  favor  of  tba 
Guipuscoaas and  olbers  bis  subject*,  to  thcright 
of  £shtag  in  the  neigbbotbood  of  the  island  of 
Newfonndlind."  In  these  several  cases,  it  b  np- 
parent  tbai  Great  Britain  had  assented  and  main- 
tained an  exclusive  and  proprietary  jurisdictian 
over  tbe  whole  fishinggtounds  of  the  Grand  Bask, 
as  well  as  on  the  coast  of  North  America,  and  In 
the  Gulf  of  St;  Lawrence.  Nor  are  we  withiHU 
striisequcnt  indications  of  what  sbe  would  hara 
conudered  asber  exclusive  jorisdictioD,  if  a  ma- 

C'ty  of  the  American  Commission  at  Ghent  bad 
n  as  ready,  as  Mr.  Russell  deelares  himself  to- 
have  beat,  10  subscribe  to  her  doctrine,  thait  all 
our  fishing  liberties  had  lost,  by  the  war,  every 
vestige  of  right ;  for,  in  the  Summer  of  1815,  the 
year  afler  tbe  conclusion  of  the  peace,  ber  armed 
vetsds  on  the  American  coast  warned  all  Amo- 
riean  fishing  vesaels  not  to  approach  within  sixty 
tuilea  of  Ihe  shores. 

It  was  this  incident  which  led  to  tbe  negotia- 
tions which  terminated  in  the  Convention  of  20th 
October,  1818.  In  that  inslrument  the  United 
States  hare  renounced  forever  that  part  of  the 
fishing  liberties  whi^  tbey  had  enjoyed,  or  daiai- 
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ed,  ID  certain  parts  of  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of 
the  British  prorinces,  nod  wilbin  three  marine  miles 
of  the  shorn.  ThiBptiTitege,without  being  of  much 
Tne  to  OUT  fishermen,  bad  been  found  verj  incon- 
Tenieut  to  the  British  j  and,  in  return,  we  have 
acquired  an  enlarged  liberty,  both  of  Sxhing  and 
dryinfc  fieb,  within  the  other  ports  of  the  British 
jorisdiotioD,  forever.  The  first  article  of  this  Con- 
ventioD  aSbrds  a  signal  testimonial  of  the  correct' 
ncasoflhepriDciple  aitsumed  by  the  American  Plen- 
ipotentiaries B[  Ghent ;  for,  by  accepting  the  express 
raiuQciation  by  the  United  Stales  of  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  privilege  in  question,  andby  cooGrmiDg 
■nd  enlarging  all  the  remainder  of  the  privilege  for- 
ever, the  British  Government  have  implicitly  ac- 
knowledged that  thelibertiesof  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1783  bad  not  been  abrogated  by  ibe 
war,  and  have  not  given  the  Soal  stroke  to  the 
opposite  doclrine  of  Mr.  Runell.  That  words  of 
perpetuity,  in  a  treaty,  cannot  give  that  character 
to  tne  engagements  it  contains,  a  not  indeed  a  new 
discovery  in  diplomatic  history ;  but  that  truinn 
haa  as  little  concern  with  this  question  as  the  an- 
nulment of  oar  Irealv  of  1778  with  France,  bo 
aplty  applied  to  it  in  his  letter.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
the  word /nvtwr,  in  this  con Tentton,  which  will 
secure  to  our  fishermen,  for  all  time,  the  liberties 
stipulated  and  recognised  in  it;  bnt  it  was  intro- 
duced by  our  negotiators,  and  admitted  bv  ihoM 
of  OtetiiBritain,  as  «  warning,  that  we  shall  never 
consider  the  liberties  secured  to  us  by  it  ait  abro- 
^ted  by  mere  war.  They  may,  if  they  please, 
in  case  of  a  war,  consider  tbe  conventioD  as  ab- 
ro^ted,  but  the  privileges  as  existing,  without 
reterence  to  their  origin.  But  they  and  we,  I  truct, 
are  forever  admonished  against  the  stratagem  of 
demanding  a  surrender,  in  the  form  of  notiiyine  a 
forfeiture.  They  and  we  are  aware,  forever,  that 
nolbing  but  our  own  renunciation  can  deprive  us 
of  the  right. 

The  second  article  of  this  tame 


fords  a  demonstration  equally  decisive,  haw  utterly 
insienificant  and  worthless,  in  the  estimation  of 
the  British  Qoremment,  was  this  direfully  dreaded 


navigation  of  the  Mississippi.    The  article  gives 
m  tbe forty'Dinth parallel  oflatitude  for  f'     ' 
«ry,  and  neither  the  navigation  of  the 


a  to  it,  WHS  even  asked 
These  are  conclusive  facts — facts  appealing  not 
to  the  prejudice!  or  the  jealoDsies,  but  to  the  sound 
sense  and  sober  judgment  of  men.  Without  yield- 
ing at  all  to  Mr.  Rnssell  in  my  "  iniil  in  Ood  and 
the  valor  of  the  West,"  1  have  an  equal  trnst  in 
the  same  Divine  Being  as  connected  wiih  the  jus- 
tice of  the  West.  Iliave  the  most  perfect  and 
nodoubling  reliance  ihat,  to  Ibe  clear-sighted  in- 
telligence of  the  western  country,  the  gorgons,  and 
hydras,  and  chimeras  dire,  of  Mr.  Russell  s  imagi- 
natiooj  raised  by  incantation  from  the  waters  of 
the  Mississippi,  will  sink  as  they  rose,  and  be  seen 
no  more.  Withoui  professing  to  sacrifice  any  of 
those  ties  of  duty  and  allegiance  which  bind  me 
to  the  interest  of  my  native  State,  I  cannot  allow 
Mr.  Russell's  claim  to  a  special  ardor  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  West  to  be  superior  to  mj  own,  or  to 
that  of  the  deceased,  or  of  the  living  colleague  i 


with  whom  I  concurred,  without  mental  reserva- 
tion, in  the  measure  subscribed  to,  and  denounced 
by  Mr.  Russell.  We  were  ail  the  Ministers  of  the 
whole  Union;  and  sure  1  am  that  every  member 
of  the  majority  would  have  spurned  with  equal 
disdain  the  idea  of  sacrificing  the  interest  of  any 
one  pari  of  the  Union  to  that  of  any  other,  and  the 
nncandid  purpose  of  awakening  suspicions  at  the 
source  of  their  common  authority  here  a^inst 
(he  patriotism  and  integrity  of  any  one  of  his  col- 

I  shall  ctmclDde  with  a  passing  notice  of  the 
three  itternalives,  which,  io  tbe  postscript  to  the 
original  of  his  letter  of  14th  of  February,  1815,  be 
says  we  might  have  taken  instead  of  that  -which, 
as  he  alleges,  we,  against  his  will,  did  do.  "We 
had,"  says  he,  "three  other  ways  of  proceeding: 

■>  Ist.  To  contend  for  the  indestructibility  of  the 
treaty  of  1783;  thence  inferring  the  continuance 
of  the  fishing  privil^e,  wilhont  safiof[  any  thing 
about  the  navigation  of  tbe  Mississippi,  -whicH 
would  have  reserved  our  right  of  contesting  this 
navigation  on  the  grounds  I  have  mentioned  as 
specially  applicable  to  it.  2.  To  have  considered 
the  treaty  at  an  end,  and  to  have  oSeted  a  reason- 
able equivalent,  wherever  it  might  be  found,  for 
the  fishing  privilege.  3d.  To  have  madethis  liber- 
ty a  situ  gtMi  (ton  of  peace,  a.s  embraced  by  the  prin- 
ciple of  datut  ante  bellfim, 

"To  either  of  these  propositions,"  he  adds,  "I 
would  have  assented ;  but  I  could  not  consent  to 


He  could  not  consent]  Hedidcoosmt:  sechis 
name  subscribed  to  tbe  letter  from  the  American 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries  of  IStb  December, 
1814,  p.  44,  of  the  Message  of  25th  February  last. 

Itis,  indeed,  painful  to  remark  here,and  throvgli- 
out  this  letter  of  Mr.  Russell,  how  little  stjicitode 
there  is  discoverable  to  preserve  even  the  appear- 
ance of  any  coincidence  between  his  real  senti- 
ments and  his  professions:  half  his  letter  is  ut 
argument  in  form  to  prove  that  the  treaty  of 
1763  was  abrogated  by  the  war ;  yet  he  sayi  he 
would  have  assented  to  contend  for  its  indestmc- 
tibility,  so  long  as  it  applied  only  10  the  defence 
of  the  fisheries,  reserving  his  special  grounds  of 
objection  to  its  being  applied  (o  the  navigation  of 
Ebe  Mississimi.  I  have  shown  that  the  indeslrac- 
tibility  of  the  treaty  of  1783  never  was  asserted 
by  any  of  tbe  American  Commissioners;  bat  that 
the  principle  that  it  had  not  been  abrogated  by  the 
war,  and  cbat  none  of  ihe  rights  sliputated  and 
recognised  in  it,  as  belonging  to  the  people  of  the 
Uniied  Stales,  could  be  abrogated,  but  by  their 
own  renunciation,  was  at  first  essoined  in  defence 
of  the  fisheries  only,  and  without  saying  any  thing 
of  the  Mississippi.  When,  therefore,  the  demand 
for  the  navigalion  of  the  Mississippi  came  from 
the  Briiith  Plenipotentiaries,  Mr.  Rubs^'s special 
objections  to  the  application  of  our  prioci^,  in 
favor  of  our  demand,  might  have  been  urged. 
Bnt  what  were  these  special  objections?  1  bive 
shown  that  they  were  our  own  wrong — frand  and 
exiortion  noon  Spain,  to  joslify  perady  to  Great 
Britain.    Mr.  Runell  nerer  did  vllege  tkese  ot- 
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jectioaB  at  Ghrat :  snd,  if  he  had,  a  majority  of 
the  AmerieBD  Mi^on  would  anuredljr  have  been 
athamed  to  allege  them  to  the  British  Gorern- 

The  secoad  way  of  proceeding,  to  which  Mr. 
Russell  says  he  would  have  aswuted,  was  lo  con- 
sider the  treaty  of  1783  a(  an  eodj  and  offer  for  the 
fishioK  privilege  a  reasonable  equivalent,  whererei 
it  might  be  found.  And  where  would  he  have 
found  it  1  He  will  not  affirm  that  we  bad  au- 
thority to  offer  any  equivalent  whatever  ;  we  had 
been  specially  instructed  not  to  surrender  them. 
He  says  he  would  have  surrendered,  and  purchas- 
ed them  at  a  reasonable  price  agaiu. 

The  third  lufaaiitate,  to  which  henyi  he  would 
have  aseenled,  is  the  strongest  of  all.  He  says  he 
would  have  made  it  a  «tn<  qua  nan  of  peace,  as 
embraced  by  the  principte'cf  Aalia  aadi  btllam. 

*     ' w  for  the  ttatiu auU  *  '■  -   ■      •-  ' 


}uld  D 


e  the 


ia  order  to  procure  or  preserve  the  fishm^  liberty ; 
'when  the  tlatut  ante  baium  would  have  given  them 
not  only  the  whole  treaty  of  1783,  but  the  perma- 
nent ariicles  of  the  treaty  of  179i ;  not  only  the 
iwTigation  of  the  Mississippi,  hut  unrestrained 
access  to  our  territories  and  intercourse  with  our 
Indians^ 

i  have  shown  that  the  most  aggravated  portion 
of  Mr.  Russell's  charge  afainat  bis  colleagues  of 
the  majority — that  of  wilful  violation  of  positive 
and  unequivocal  instructions,  by  a  senseless  offer 
to  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  sacrificing  an  im- 
portant western  to  a  trifling  eastern  interest — is 
not  only  utterly  destitute  of  foundation,  but  that 
it  was  not  even  made ;  nay.  more,  that  it  was  dis- 
tinctly contradicted  by  the  letter  really  written  by 
Mr.  Russell  at  Paris,  on  the  lltb  of  February, 
IS15.  Into  Mr.  Russell's  motive  for  introducing 
it  into  the  duplicate  of  thai  letter,  delivered  by 
himself  at  the  Department  of  Stale,  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  theHouseasthe  letter  called  for  by  their 
resolution,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  penetrate ;  hav- 
ing, as  I  trust,  equally  shown  that  the  charges  im- 
plied in  the  real  tetter  are  as  groundless  as  their 
aggravations  in  the  duplicate.  The  professions  of 
nnfeigned  respect  for  the  integrity,  talents,  and 
Judgment  of  those  colleagues  whose  conduct  is,  in 
the  same  letter,  represented  as  so  weak,  absurd, 
and  treacherous,  I  can,  for  my  own  part,  neither 
accept  nor  reciprocate.  To  have  been  compelled 
to  speak,  as  in  these  remarks  I  have  done,  of  a 
person  distinguished  by  the  favor  of  his  country, 
and  with  whom  !  had  been  associated  in  a  service 
of  high  interest  to  Ihii  Union,  has  beep  among 
the  most  painful  incidents  of  my  life.  In  the 
defence  of  myself  and  my  colleagues  against  im- 
putations sd  groundless  in  themselves,  at  first  so 
secretlyset  forth,  and  now  so  wantonly  promulgat- 
ed before  the  Legislative  assemby  of  the  nation,  it 
han  been  impossible  entirely  to  separate  the  laa- 
snage  of  self-v indication  from  that  of  reproach. 
With  Mr.  Russell  I  can  also  .rejoice  that  the 
proposal  offered  on  the  1st  of  December,  1814,  was 
rejected  by  the  British  Government;  not  because 
X  believe  it  now  more  than  I  did  then,  liable  to 


any  of  the  dangers  and  mischiefs  so  glaring  in  the 
vaticinatioDB  of  Mr.  Russell,  but  because  both  the 
interests  to  which  it  relates  have  since  been  ad- 
justed in  a  manner  still  more  satisfactory  to  the 
United  States.  I  rejoice,  too,  that  this  adjastmeut 
has  taken  place  before  the  publication  of  Mr.  Rus- 
sell's letter  could  have  any  possible  influence  in 
defeating  or  retarding  it.  The  convention  of  20th 
ofOctober,1818,  is  the  refutation  of  all  the  doe trinea 
of  Mr.  Russell's  letter,  to  which  there  can  be  no  re- 
pl^.    It  has  adjusted  the  fishing  interest  upon  the 

Sinciple  asserted  by  the  American  Mission  at 
bent,  but  disclaimed  l^  Mr.  Russell.  It  has  given 
us  the  bound^  of  latitude  forty-nine,  from  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  westward ;  and  it  has  proved 
the  total  indifference  of  the  British  Government 
to  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  by  their 
abandonment  of  their  last  claim  to  it,  without  adt- 
ingan  equivalent  for  its  renunciation. 

With  regard  to  the  magnitude  of  the  fishing  in- 
terest which  was  at  stake  during  the  nt^tiaiion 
at  Ghent  I  believe  the  views  disclosed  in  Mr. 
Russell's  letter  as  incorrect  as  the  principles  upon 
which  he  would  have  surrendered  it.  The  notifi- 
cation  of  exclusion  was  from  all  fisheries  within 
ezdaaive  British  jurisdiction.  I  hare  shown  that, 
bistorically,  Great  Britain  had  asserted  and  main- 
tained esclnsire  proprietary  jurisdiction  over  the 
whole.  Had  we  lamely  acquiesced  in  her  princi- 
ple of  forfeitnre  without  renunciation,  we  should 
have  found  that  her  principle  of  exclusion  em- 
braced the  whole.  That  a  citizen  of  Massacba- 
setts,  acquainted  with  its  colonial  history,  with  the 
share  that  his  countrymen  had  bad  in  the  con- 
qnest  of  a  great  part  of  these  fisheries,  with  the 
deep  and  anxiousmterest  in  them  taken  by  France, 
by  Spain,  by  Great  Britain,  for  eentnnea  before 
the  American  Revolution ;  acquainted  with  the 
negotiations  of  which  they  had  been  the  knot,  and 
the  wars  of  which  they  had  been  the  prize,  be- 
tween the  three  most  powerful  maritime  nations 
of  modern  Europe;  acquainted  with  the  profound 
sensibility  of  the  whole  American  Union,  durinc 
the  RevMutioDary  war,  to  this  interest,  and  with 
the  inftexibleeneigies  by  which  it  had  been  secured 
at  its  close;  aequaimed  with  the  indisKilubte links 
of  attachment  between  it  and  the  navigation,  the 
navT,  the  maritime  defence,  the  national  spirit,  and 
biray  enterprise  of  this  great  Republic :  that  such 
a  citizen,  stimulated  to  tne  discharge  of  duty  by  a 
fresh  instruction  from  his  Government,  given  at 
the  most  trying  period  of  the  war,  upon  the  very 
first  rumor  of  an  intention,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  to  demand  its  surrender,  not  to  surrender 
it — sooner  lo  break  off  the  negotiation  than  sur- 
render it;  that  such  a  citizen,  with  the  dying 
words  of  Lawrence,  "Don't  sive  up  the  ship," 
still  vibrating  on  his  ear,  should  describe  this  m- 
tereat  "as  totally  unnecessary  for  us  for  subsist- 
ence or  occupation,"  and  affording,  "  in  no  honest 
way,  either  commercial  facility  or  political  advan- 
tage," as  "the  doubtful  accommodation  of  a  few 
fishermen,  annually  decreasing  in  number,"  is  as 
strange  and  unaccountable  to  me  as  that  he  should 
deiibraately  sit  down,  two  months  after  the  treaty 
was  concluded,  and  write  to  his  Government  a 
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Statt  of  tht  Smkitv  limd. 


Mid-blooded  disKrtatioa  to  prove  ^t  Iheie  waa 
nothing — absohitdyDoibiDg — in  the  principle  upon 
which  lie  Bod  bis  colUaguea  bad  rested  its  fuUire 
defence ;  and  that  be  considered  ibe  fishJQg  liberty 
"  lo  be  eutitely  at  an  end,  without  a  new  stipula- 
tion for  its  revival." 

Sucb  were  not  the  sentiiocnLi  of  a  majority  of 
'  the  Amaricau  CommissionersatOheDt;  sucb  were, 
particularly,  not  tbe  sentiments  of  the  writer  of 
theie  lemarKs.  He  reflects,  with  eKt<«n)e  satisfiic- 
tion,  upon  that  deep  and  earDest  regard  for  this 
interest  manifested,  at  that  time,  by  lEe  Ereoulive 
.Ooverament  of  the  United  States,  in  the  positive 
.  and  unqualified  insiraction  of  the  25tb  of  June, 
1814,  to  the  Conunissionert.  on  no  conaideiaiion 
whatever  lo  surrender  tbe  fisheries.  He  rejoices 
Ibat  this  inalruction  was  ioiplicicly  Dbe);ed;  that 
tbe  nation  issued  from  tbe  war  with  all  its  rujhls 
and  liberties  unimpaired,  preserved  a*-  well  titaa 
the  artifices  of  diplomacy  as  from  the  force  gf  pre- 
ponderating power  upon  their  element,  ibH-seas; 
and  be  trusts  that  tbe  history  of  this  Uansactiou, 
ia  all  its  details,  from  tbe  instruction  not  lo  sar- 
render  tbe  fisheries  to  (be  conclusion  of  tbe  oon- 
TBOtioa  of  tbe  20ib  of  October,  1816,  will  ^ive 
solemn  warning  to  the  stateames  of  this  Union, 
in  their  conflicts  with  foreigi  Powers,  through  all 
future  timB,  nerer  to  oonsider  any  of  the  liberties 
of  this  nation  as  alKogated  by  a  war,  or  capable  of 
being  extinguished  by  any  other  agency  tban  Mir 
own  express  renunoiation. 

JOHN  O.  ADAMS. 

M±Y  3, 1822. 


SINKING  FU^ND. 

[Cammauicaled  to  tha  Senaia,  Febnisrj  7,  I83S.] 
Tbe  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fandie- 
■pectfully  report  to  Congress : 

That  the  (neasuies  which  bave  been  antboriied 
]>y  tbe  board,  sabaequcnt  to  tbe  last  leportof  the 
6th  February,  1821,  es  far  as  the  aftme  bare  been 
completed,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of  the 
Seuatary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  boud,  dated  the 
6th  day  of  the  present  mo  a  lb,  and  in  tbe  state- 
ments therein  referred  to,  which  are  hemrith 
transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a  part 
of  this  report 

JOHN  GAILLABD, 

PrwitJMt  of  the  Smalt,  pr«t«si. 
J.  MARSHALL, 

Chief  JvMct «/  the  VtMttd  Slatta. 
JOHN  a  ADAMS, 

Seerttary  of  State. 
WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
Secretary  of  the  Treatwy. 
Wabhimotom,  fa.  7, 1823. 


Theasdbv  Department,  Fd).  6, 1832. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reapeclfally  rC' 
potu  to  the  ComDuwtonen  of  tbe  Sinking  Fund  : 


That  the  sum  disbarscd  &DB  the  TrsMCiy  dqnBCtfas 
ysar  IfiSO,  on  sccauat  of  tbe  principaLaMl  ialaMst 
of  tba  public  debt,  as  per  the  last  aimaal  ttfut, 
wss «8,T05,e«0U 

Frotn  which  deduct  die  amount  of  le- 
p>ymeotii  in  that  year      .        -        -         77,416  K 

Which,  with  a  snin  being  gain  on  re- 
mittances to  Europe  in  18X0,  as  ap- 
pears hy  ■tatemcDl  D,  annexed  to  (bo 
last  anttnal  repott    -        -        .        -  l.TH  <T 


Amonnting,  Mgatber,  to       -        ->8,Mftag»IS 
Have  been  accotiiited  for  in-  tbe  fbUowing  man- 

The  appltcatlon,  dnriog  the  jear  IBitO,  towanli  dx 
payment  of  Ifas  principal  and  intemt  of  the  pubOe 
debt,  as  asentaioad  by  acconnti  randered  lo  tlua 
DepaTtmant,  amounted,  as  appears  by  tha  annend 
■tateaienc  A,  to  the  mm  of  ¥8,S9S,484  S3 

la  tiia  TaiiabaTaemeiit'Or  the  principal  of  tha  dafcmJ 
stock 4603^116  H 

la  IhcpurcfaaaeoflhedDmaalicdebt   -  .40)4 

Id   the   radanption  of  the   Louisiaiia 
stock l,7B6vMa'« 

In    tha  paymeal   of  the   priudpal  of 

Triasnry  notes        ...        -         3a,M6  flS 

In  the  pajmeut  of  certahi  paita  of  the 

domestic  debt  ....  -  U4«8 

Id  the  redemptton  of ' Mississippi  itock    .1,160,468.31 


There-was  applied  for 'As  payment  of 

a  sum  short  pr«*id*d  on  aeoountof 

tha  pablie  debt,  dna  prior  to  ihs  1st 

of  Jaanarj,  ISM,  aa  par  alatsaanl 

B,  aaaeied  to  the  last  report  -  U,Sie-M 

The  balaaea  reusiBing  nHOpanded  at 

tha  dosoaf  tbapaarlSM^aad  appli- 

cahle  to  pajmenta  bllinc  due  attar 

thst-yaar,  as  ascartaisaj  by  aocaoBts 

lenderad   to  the   Tiaasury    Dspart- 

meot,  amoDDted,  as  will  appear  by 

the  anniied  ststameat  B,  to  •        •  1,880  BS 


$8,630,380  U 


That,  dnring  the  year  1621,  the  foUowing  dis- 
bursements were  made  by  tbe  Treasury,  out  of  the 
appropriation  of  ^10,000,000,  on  account  of  the 
prmcipal  and  interest  of  tbe  public  debt : 
On  accooDt  of  the  interest  of  the  domeatic  debt  aad 

reimbDraement  of  Ihe  defsrred  itock  $fi,B23^3l  88 
On   account  of  tha  redemption  of  tha 

Louisiana  stock      .        -        -        .    3,071,360  00 
On  acconot  of  the  redemplion  of  the 

Mistisiippi  stock     -        .        .        -        634,012  63 
On  sccounc  of  tbe  ndemption  of  Tiea- 

■nt7  notes 1,774  38 

On  aGConnlof  tbeinterestof  IiCninana 

st4Kk S8,eeo  88 

On  aecouDt  of  eutain -parts  of  tbe  do- 

meatiodebt S4  tf 
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ibute  «iA  ikt  BrMth  Win  ludiei. 


Bud  will  ba  lecounted  Ibi  ia  Uie  next  annu»l  rapoit, 
in  eoDfoTDiit;  10  th>  iccoauirvhieh  ifaill  lheahk>c 
been  reaiettd  to  the  QepuUneat. 

In  the  mean  time,Uie  manner  ia  which  thcHid 
sum  has  btea  applied  is  estimated  as  follows  : 
There  it  cMimateJ  to  haia  beea  Bp[di((l  in  tha  raim- 

bucenaat  of  the  ikfured  iWck       -    9S8i,083  08 
Id    Iba   pajBant  of  Iha  ptineipal   of 

TceaMiry  nola* 1,700  00 

In  tha  redemption  of  Louitiana  itook  8.071,360  00 
la  thepajrmeatofMiuiHippiilack  -  634,023  53 
In  pajimcnt  of  cartaia  put*  of  the  du- 

maitia  debt H  U 


Loaitiana  itock 


3,241,170  06 


B,087,«72  01 


And  there  ia  eatimaled  b>  applicable  to 
tha  paymeDta  falling  dna  after  Ibe 
jaar  ISSO,  m  per  aMinate  F,  the 


96,387,098  SI 


A  Statement  (marked  G)  is  annexed,  which 
exhibits  the  balance  of  the  appropriation  of  fSlO,' 
000,000  Dnexpended  on  the  Isi  at  January,  1822, 
and  B  statement  (marked  H)  of  the  funded  debt 
on  the  lit  January,  1822. 

All  irhtch  is  respeclfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

[The  tabnlar  statements  are  omitted.] 


TBADE  WITH  TUB  BRITISH  WS8T  INDIES. 

[Comnanieatml  to  ih«  HaoM,  Ftbrauf  ir>,  1633.] 
PiMicMutwe. 

Boston,  January  28, 1823. 

A  meeting'  was  this  day  holdea  at  Meiahants' 
Hall,  agreeably  to  notice  in  the  public  nswspapers, 
to  take  into  consid^ratioD  the  propriety  of  remoa- 
^tiatiuK  against  the  npeal  of  the  lUTigatioD  aeii 
of  tbe  United  Slates. 

The  honorable  William  Gray  was  called  to 
tbe  chair ;  and  Samuel  Paikman,  jr.,  waa  chosen 
Moretary. 

Tbe  following  resolutions  was   aoanimi 
adMtfed: 

Betateid,  That  the  political  power  and  iaflueitce 
which  these  United  States  have  with  other  na- 
tions is  derived  fiom,  and  chiefly  dependent  upon, 
their  naval  power. 

BttUvtd,  That  Ibe  political  power  and  inflaesce 
of  a  nation  is  essentially  connected  with,  and 
operative  upon,  the  interest  of  every  class  of  citi- 
ZCDB,  inaimuch  as  it  affects  the  terms  and  condi- 
tioB*  which  ihey  are  enabled  to  9btBin  from  for- 


eign Powers  in  ibeir  commercial  and  politiaal 
arrangements. 

£uoIwi,  That  the  power  of  a  nstion  to  eatab- 
liih  and  maintain  a  navy  is  jnst  in  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  her  commercial  marineand  fishcriea. 
Reidved,  That  the  navigation  acts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  have,  in  ibeir  operation,  been  highly 
beneficial  to  the  agricultural,  ma nnfae luring,  and 
navigating  inlnests  of  tbeeountryj  to  the.a^- 
cultural  and  manufacturiog,  by  creating  and  main- 
taining a  constant  and  regular  demand  for  Ami 
prodaclions  at  fair  prices;  to  the  DBvtealing,  by 
protecting  them  against  the  operation  of  discrim- 
inating duties  and  commercial  regulatiiws  of  for- 
eign Powers,  calculated  to  build  up  and  extend 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  other  nationalo 
the  preittdiceof  thatof  Ibe  United  States. 

Satdttd,  That  to  repeal  the  navigatiotL  .Mts, 
except  so  far  as  lo  make  them  reciprocal  with 
such  nations  as  may  repeal  theirs  wiui  regard  to 
the  United  Slates,  would  be  destructive  of  the 
carrying  trade,  and  highly  prejodicial  to  the  best 
interests  of  tbe  whole  community  ;  that  it  would 
be  surrendering  the  regulation  of  out  cotnineice 
and  navigation,  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  the 
formation  of  this  Union,  into  the  hands  of  foreign 
Governments,  whose  interest  it  is  to  destroy  the 
latter  and  regulate  the  former  to  sott  tfaeirown 
interests ;  lo  secure  to  themselvea  the  whole  car- 
ryingtrade;  consequeBtty,  toaugment  ihetrnaval 
and  political  power,  and  thus  to  enable  liMm  to 
control  our  exports,  to  influence  our  negotiatioiia 
with  other  nations,  and, finally,  to  render  the  Um- 
ted  States  of  no  more  consequence  to  any  En- 
nftui  Power  than  China  and  Japan. 

Etkiiifd,  That  the  efiect  of  the  repeal,  of  lite 
navigation  acts  would  not  be  to  inectMaerthe .trade 
or  commerce  of  the  United  Statea,  but  only,  to 
sabstitnte  a  trade  with  those  piaces  where  wb  are 
not  admitted  on  terms  of  reciprocity  for  a  ti«de 
to  the  same  extent  with  those  places  where  ire 
now  carry  on.  a  fair  and  reciprocal  commetee, 
and  to  ttaasfer  so  much  of  the  carrying  Inideaa 
should  be  afiecled  by  ii  from  vessels  of  lie  Unlkd 
States,  and  from  veaacLs  of  those  Powers  which 
have  made  reciprocal  commercial  airaugemaitB 
with  the  United  Slates,  to  the  vessels  of  Jbae 
Powers  which  refose  to  make  such  equal  arrange- 
ments, and  to  do  this  without  any  motive -or 
eqaivalent 

ReKivtd,  That  such  a  repeal  would  be  deroga- 
tory to  the  national  character,  and  unjust  to  those 
nationa  which  have  entered  into  fair  and  equitable 
arrangements,  inasmuch  as  it  would  subject  the 
Government  of  the  United  Stales  to  the  imputa- 
tion of  partiality  or  weakness,  in  granting  teams 
to  nations  whicn  are  selfish  and  iUtberal  in  their 
policy  towards  us,  which  we  reisse  to  other  ^na- 
tions that  are  magnanimous  and  jnst 

Rtiateai,  That  restrictions  on  commerce,  high  . 
duties,  taxing  one  interest  for  the  benefit  ofaitotlwr 
interest,  and  partial  and  illiberal  discriminKlions 
between  the  vessela  of  one  nation  and  thoaeof 
another  ought  not  lo  be  resorted  lo,  except  soi&t 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  revone, 
or,  in  self-defeace,  to  protect  our  own  citizsna 
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ftom  the  efiecis  of  illiberal  regulations  or  unjust 
impositions  bv  foreign  Powers. 

kitolved,  That  yie  approve  the  measures  taken 
br  the  Qeneral  QoTemment  ia  regard  to  the  reg- 
nUtioD  of  OUT  commercial  intercourse  with  foreign 
DBtions  as  iusi  and  liberal  to  other  Governments 
and  bonorHble  to  our  own. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen, riz:  the  honorable  William  Gray,  Natha- 
niel Goddard,  Willard  Phillim,  William  Slurgis, 
and  Thomai  WiggletwoTlb,  Esqs.,  was  appointed 
to  dranehtamemotial  to  Con^eu,  in  conformity, 
to  the  Toregoing  resolves,  ofier  it  to  the  citizens 
for  their  signatures,  and  to  forward  the  same  to 
onr  member  of  Coogtess,  la  be  laid  before  that 
body. 

The  committer  WIS  also  requested  to  correspond 
iritb  gentlemen  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  and 

^uest  their  co-operation, 
t  was  then  voted  that  the  secretary  of  this 
meetine  cause  these  doings,  with  the  resolves,  to 
be  published  in  the  newspapers. 

WILLIAM  GRAY,  Ciatrmm. 
Samitel  Pareman,  Jr.,  Seerttary. 

To  the  horvfrabU  tAt  Seaatt  and  Haiut  of  Ry/reienla' 
thu  of  the  United  Slatti  of  America  in  Qmgrttt 


The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  raerchanbi, 
ship-owners,  and  others,  iobabitanis  of  Boston, 
respecting  the  law  relating  to  trade  with  for- 
eign colonies,  respectfully  represents :  That  the 
reciprocal  terms  of  commercial  intercourse  pro- 
posed to  foreign  nations  by  this  countrv  appear  to 
the  undersigned  to  present  the  fair  and  just  prin- 
ciples of  mutual  trade ;  and,  afler  those  principles 
Iiave  been  assented  to  by  so  many  nations,  and 
their  bnieBcial  influence  has  been  so  clearly  de- 
monstrated by  the  security  and  stahilily  thereby 
given  to  our  commercial  relations,  without  im- 
pairing our  navigation  and  commerce,  the  under- 
signed would  f  egret  any  desire  on  the  part  of  any 
portion  of  their  fellow-citizens  to  disiurbthe  oper- 
ation of  those  principles,  and  induce  Che  nation  to 
abandon  them.  They  would  be  the  more  con- 
cerned at  the  appearance  of  this  disposition,  be- 
cause thejr  believe  that  when  a  nation  conseiits  to 
continue  its  intercourse  with  another  upon  disad- 
vantageous terms,  it  begins  to  submit  the  industry 
and  enterprise  of  its  people  to  the  control  of  sued 
other  natiDD,  and  render  them  subservient  to  its 
policy.  One  conceKsion  invites  the  demand  of 
another,  and  one  branch  of  industry  is  surren- 
dered after  another,  as  long  as  any  remains  to  be 
sturendered. 

The  navigation  of  this  country  lie&  under  a  dis- 
advantage in  comparison  -tviih  tnat  of  foreigners, 
owing  to  the  higher  price  of  labor,  and  of  most,  if 
not  all,  of  the  materials  used  in  building  and 
equipping  vessels,  with  the  single  eiception  of 
lumber.  If,  besides  struggling  with  this  disad- 
vantage, onr  indutitry  and  skillare  left  exposed  to 
the  restrictive  regulations  of  foreign  Qovemtimts 
designed  to  favor  their  own  navigation,  it  will  be 
impossible  for  our  citizens  to  maintain  a  compe- 


from  alt  restrictions,  which  affords  an  atf^ment 
of  equal  force  tfeth  against  attempting  to  impoK 
any,  and  Bsainst  submiltiog  to  them ;  and  ilie 
abstaining  irom  such  attempt  in  regard  (o  fot«ga 
navigation,  and  the  prompt  counteraction  of  it 
when  made  against  out  own,  seem  to  be  parts  of 
the  same  policy.  The  truth  of  these  observatiou 
appears  to  be  clearly  and  forciUy  illustrated  ai 
welt  by  the  good  effects  on  all  parties  of  an  im- 
partial system  of  commercial  regnlations,  as  bit 
as  it  has  been  adopted,  as  by  the  success  of  the 
recent  measures  of  oorowu  Government  forconn- 
teracting  foreign  restrictions.  Without  such  mea- 
BUtes,  an  important  branch  of  our  carrying  trade 
was  parsing  entirely  into  foreign  vessels,  by  the 
effect  of  the  preference  given  them  in  the  ports  of 
the  country  to  which  they  belonged  ;  and  1^  tbe 
operation  of  such  measures,  our  trade,  withoai 
being  diminished,  has  been  brought  into  channds 
where  our  own  shipping  has  a  fair  competition. 

Where  no  commercial  treaty  exists  to  deter- 
mine the  measures  to  be  adopted  by  a  foreign  na- 
tion on  this  subject,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed 
that  the  acts  of  such  a  nation  will  be  determined 
by  its  interesij  and  since  our  exports  to  Europe 
consist  mainly  of  articles  intended  for  mananc- 
ture,  and  our  imports  thence  of  articles  manufic- 
tored,  it  is  plain  that  our  trade  with  any  Europeas 
nation  has  a  double  effect  in  promoting  the  arts 
and  industry,  and  increasing  the  popnilaiioD  of 
such  country,  by  giving  a  cheap  and  p'oitiful 
supply  of  materials  to  Be  tised  in  their  arts,  as 
well  09  by  taking  off  their  hands,  at  the  same 
time,  great  quantities  of  the  products  of  those  arts. 
It  may,  therefore,  be  fairly  presumed  that  this  ob- 
vious iniereBi  wUI,  in  general,  be  a  sufficient  in- 
ducement for  any  European  nation  to  carry  on  a 
trade  with  this  country,  without  any  excluiire 
privilege  to  its  own  navigation  ;  and,  if  it  be  not 
so,  it  is  not  possible  to  know,  without  first  ascer- 
taining the  fact  by  treaty,  what  exclusive  advan- 
tages would  be  deemed  sufficienL  If  more  than 
the  advantages  naturally  resulting  from  the  trade 
is  demanded,  it  would  seem  that  such  a  demand 
must  be  made,  not  because  these  advantages  are 
an  inadequate  inducement,  but  because  it  is  cal- 
culated that  the  United  States  will  concede  some- 
thing more,  and  will  not  be  aa  ready  to  nuke  a 
small  sacrifice,  if  it  be  requisite,  as  such  nation  is 
to  forego  an  important  interest. 

From  these  considerations,  it  would  be  matter 
of  regret  to  the  undersigned  if  any  dissatisfaction 
were  felt  in  regard  to  the  present  state  of  our  law? 
relating  to  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies. 
which  appear  to  be  founded  upon  the  [winciples 
above  stated,  and  conformably  to  those  «vhi^ 
have  been  recently  proposed  and  pursued  hj  the 
Government  of  this  country.  It  cannot  but  be  re- 
collected tliat  the  standing  laws  of  Great  Britain, 
while  they  admit  many  articles  the  growth  and 
production  of  American  colonies  belonging  to  Eu- 
ropean sovereigns  to  be  imported  into  the  British 
West  Indies  in  vessels  of  the  subjects  of  sneh  sov- 
ereigns, studiously  exclude  all  articles  whatever 
the  growth  and  production  of  the  United  BtaUs. 


„Google 


2225 


Trade  ictth  the  BritM  Wat  Jndu*. 


in  American  Tcosda;  and  thongli  this  system  has 
been  betetofote  w  far  modified  as  to  admit  of  an 
interconrse  tbrongh  some  inlennediaie  poiti  in  the 
Biillsh  poueuioDS  near  the  Uaiied  States,  where- 
bjQn»t  Britain  proposed  to  open  a  market  in  this 
eopntty  for  its  superfluoos  West  India  productions, 
'  It  the  same  time  secure  to  its  own  shipping 


the  freight  of  sach  productions,  it  is  b 
the  JDieiTuption  of  this  trade  by  the  i 


_.  ^  _  jf  Con- 
gress passea  the  15th  day  of  May,  1820,  has  been 
maiensUy  advantageous  to  the  navigation,  with- 
oni  being  in  aoy  consideraUe  degree,  if  at  all,  pre- 
judicial  CO  the  trade  of  ibis  country.  If  there  were 
objections  to  this  trade,  it  is  apprehended  thai  there 
ate  still  stroDger,  and,  iadeeti,  the  most  conclusive 
reasons  against  the  admission  of  British  West 
India  productions  ezclusivdy  in  Britisb  vemels 
LDto  oar  porta.  In  the  first  place,  the  principal 
article  of  trade  permitted  by  Great  Britain  from 
its  West  India  possessions  to  this  country  is  not  of 
a  kind  to  invite  or  justify  aav  special  encouraf^ 
ment.  But,  suppoimg  it  to  be  a  trade  dewmng 
encourag«a^)t  as  far  as  the  kind  of  merchandise 
is  coDcerned,  and  supposing,  also,  that  the  permis- 
sion of  this  trade,  carried  on  in  British  bottoms, 
irould  not  diminish  our  trade  to  the  other  islands 
of  the  West  Indies,  still  it  would  be  likely  more  or 
leas  to  afiect  our  carrying  trade  to  Europe.  In  the 
present  universal  end  active  circulation  of  property 
tbrougbout  the  commercial  world,  one  braocfa  of 
trade  is  much  implicated  with  others,  and  the  ex- 
clusive possession  of  one  branch,  as  by  the  British 
shipping  in  this  case,  has  more  or  lem  tendency  to 
draw  all  those  connected  with  it  into  the  same 
bands.  This  trade,  in  which  our  own  vessels 
could  take  no  part,  would  necessarily  bring  many 
British  vessek  into  our  ports,  bound  to  and  from 
Europe,  and  a  portion  of  the  ireights  between  Eu- 
rope and  this  country  would  naturally  be  tians- 
feired  to  those  vessels. 

Such  would  be  the  disadvantage  to  our  naviga- 
tion on  the  supppsitioo  that  our  trade  to  other  ports 
of  (be  West  Indies  would  not  be  diminished.  But 
there  can  be  Do  doubt  that  it  would  be  materially 
diminished.  We  now  have  a  trade  in  oor  own 
Teasels  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  West  Indies, 
cotniKising  from  two-lAirds  to  three-quarters,  whe- 
ther in  the  ratio  of  population  or  of  the  amount  of 
production  and  consumption ;  and  from  the  ports 
thus  open  to  us  we  can  procure  sufficient  quanti- 
ties orall  kinds  of  West  India  productions  lo  sup- 
ply our  demand  for  domestic  consumption  and  for 
re-expoitation.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  open- 
iiig  a  trade  with  the  British  West  Indies  by  Brit' 
ish  vessels  would  increase  ibis  deioaud,  but  it 
-would  supply  it  just  in  proportion  lo  the  extent  of 
sncb  trade,  and,  consequently,  would  lake  sway 
just  Kct  much  of  the  carrying  trade  from  our  own 
sbippiog ;  and  every  cargo  Brought  from  the  West 
Indies  to  this  country  in  a  Bntish  vessel  would 
deprive  one  of  our  own  vessels  of  a  freight,  or  at 
least  of  a  fair  competition  in  obtaining  it  from  the 
other  West  India  islands, 

The  advantages  proposed  by  the  admission  of 
British  vessels  into  our  ports  from  the  West  Indies 
are  the  opening  a  market  for  our  lumber  and  pro- 


is,  and  it  may  perhaps  be  proposed  to  raise 
little  additional  revenue  by  an  extra  tonnage 
duty  or  otherwise.  The  revenue  accruing  from 
this  source,  if  any  can  be  realized,  must  be  too  tri- 
fling to  be  a  matter  of  any  material  coosideratioo, 
it  practicable  to  make  it  of  any  consid- 
Hinl,  it  would  be  raising  a  revenue  at  the 
our  carrying  trade,  and,  consequently,  of 
ohr  navigation,  which  would  be  a  departure  from 
what  is  understood  to  have  been  the  uniform  policy 
and  UDque&tJonable  interest  of  this  country.  The 
same  argument  might  be  alleged  foriransferringall 
our  carrying  trade  to  foreign  bottoms  if  this  could 
bedone.    It  nasnever  been  anypart  of  oui  system  of 


policy 


In  regard  to  lumber,  it  is  well  known  to  be  the 
policy  of  Oreat  Britain  to  supply  itself  as  well  as 
Its  West  India  possessions  witn  this  article  from 


of  any  branch  of  the  nation  a  I  industry, 
especially  one  so  intimately  connected 
safety,  not  i  ■        .       . 


its  colonies  on  this  continent;  and  we  have  no 
proofs  of  a  disposition  to  relax  this  policy  in  favor 
of  the  Uoitea  States,  but  many  to  the  contrary. 
Whatever  may  the  effect  of  its  present  regulations 
of  this  trade,  we  hare  no  security,  wiihoat  a  com- 
mercial treaty,  that  they  will  tie  continued,  and 
ighi  be  deprived  of  the  whole  of  the  trade  the 
moment  we  had  conceded  what  should  be  consider- 
ed an  equivalent  for  it.  Thewholeof  this  trade,  in 
such  articles  as  are  at  all  permitted,  might  proba- 
bly amount  to  something  over  half  a  million  of 
dulars — an  amount  of  trade  not  sufficient  to  com- 
pensate for  the  abaodoomeni  of  principles  of  com- 
mercial policy  in  which  the  national  prosperity  is 
deeply  concerned.  But  when  it  is  considered  that 
we  might  at  the  best  obtain  only  a  share  of  this 
trade,  and  that  it  more  probably  would  be  wholly 
interdicted,  any  calculation  upon  this  advantage 
to  he  a  Msis  loo  fiaii  for  the  support  of  any 


The  same  remarks  apply  in  some  degree  to  the 
trade  in  provisions.  But  our  exports  ofpiovisions 
would  not  be  increased  by  the  whole  amount  car- 
ried directly  from  the  United  States  to  the  British 
West  Indies  in  British  vessels  in  the  case  of  this 
exclusive  trade  being  permitted,  since  the-whole 
demand  in  the  British  West  Indies  would  not 
be  thereby  increased ;  and  as  there  is  now  a  trade 
carried  on  in  articles  of  this  description  in  our  own 
vessels  to  other  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  and  a 
trade  in  similar  articles  between  those  places  and 
the  British  islands,  there  can.  be  no  doubt  that  the 
demand  in  the  ports  to  which  we  trade  is  afiecled 

g'  the  supplies  that  go  from  those  ports  to  the 
ritiih  possessions.  This  cause  will  operate  to 
enhance  the  demand  for  these  articles  in  those 
ports,  notwithstanding  any  laws  that  should  be  en- 
acted prohibiting  the  importation  from  such  ports 
bto  the  British  colonies  of  any  products  of  the 
United  States,  however  rigorously  such  laws  might 
be  enforced. 

For  these  leasons,  it  is  respectfully  represented 
that  it  is  not  expedient  to  make  any  cnange  in  the 
existing  laws  of  this  country  in  relation  to  the  trade 
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vith  ihe  British  West  Indies,  unlets  the  terms  on 
whicb  the  trade  is  to  be  pursued  can  be  firtt  Mcei- 
tained  by  Btipulacioas  ca  the  subject. 
BoBTOH,  hiymary  4, 1S33. 


TRADE  WITH  THE  BRITISH  WBBT  INDIES. 

[Cominniuctted  to  the  Senate,  Mtich  IS,  1BS2.] 
To  Oa  SmaU  and  Houu  of  RepnMfitative*  of  the 

UtuUd  SUsta  : 
The  memorial  of  theiabecribers,ihip-owiierB,and 
othen  interested  in  foreign  commerce,  in  the 
town  of  Portsmooth,  and  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, reepectfuUy  represeals : 
That,  in  the  year  1817,  they  addressed  a  me- 
morial to  Congress,  in  which  they  set  foith  the 
rarioos    embBrranmeDts    and    dissdvaolages   to 
which  they  were  subjected  from  the  unequal  op- 
eniion  of  the  naTigaiion  laws  of  foreign  nations, 
and  praying  such  retiefastbewisdoiD  of  Congress 
miffbt  devise. 

That,  in  common  with  their  fdlaiir-citizens  of 
other  eommercisl  towns,  they  witnessed  with 
much'saiisfaetion  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
Geoeral  OoTemment,  pariicul&ilf  in  the  acts  of 
Congress  of  April,  181£^and  Maf,  1S20,  to  retain 
the  carryiag  trade,  as  far  as  possible,  for  our  own 
vessels,  and  (o  prereot  the  ruinous  competition  of 
foreign  vessels  with  our  own  in  our  own  ports; 
that,  though  your  memorialists  are  in  general  op- 
posed to  cmmnercial  restriclioas,  and  to  discrimi- 
nating duties  between  the  vessels  of  one  nation 
and  those  of  another,  Ibejr  deeply  feel  the  injus- 
tice as  well  as  the  impolicy  of  granting  to  foreign 
nations  privileges  which  they  deny  to  us,  and 
thus  in  enect  o^ing  a  bounty  to  foreign  ships 
the  expense  of  those  of  our  own  country. 

That,  petaaaded  as  theyj  ate,  upon  principle,  of 
the  propriety  of  our  existing  navigation  laws,  it 
hafl  given  them  much  pleasure  to  observe  thi 
lavoraUe  effect  upon  the  tannage  of  the  United 
States.  It  appears  that  in  1818  the  amount  of 
American  tonnage  em|doyed  in  foreign  trade  was 
755.101,  and  of  foreign  tonnage  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  161,413  tons.  In  1820  the  Ameri- 
can tonnage  was  861,253,  and  the  foreign  79,200 
tons;  thus  making  in  two  years  an  increase  of 
American  tonnage  of  106,192,  and  a  decrease  of 
foreign  tonnage  of  82,213  tons.  In  other  words, 
two  years  ago  21.100  of  the  tiade  of  the  United 
Slates  vras  carried  on  in  foreign  bottoms,  while 
at  present  only  9.100  is  conveyed  in  foreign  ships — 
a  most  striking  proof  of  the  advantage  of  tnese 
laws. 

But  there  are  other  considerations  connected 
with  this  subject  to  which  your  memorialists  cao' 
not  be  insensible,  and  to  which  they  doubt  noi 
your  attention  has  already  been  directed.  The 
repeal  of  these  laws  would  add  directly  to  the 
riches  and  power  and  strength  of  a  nation  that 
feetsno  disposition  to  meet  the  United  States  upon 
terms  of  mutual  eoitcession  and  freedom.  Qreac 
Britain  framed  her  acts  of  navigation  a  century 


and  a  half  ago,  fbr  the  porpoae, 
the  lime,  of  "  elipfung  the  wings  of  her  opalnt 
and  aspiring  neighbors,  the  Dutch."  She  hm 
ever  since  been  tenaeiouB  of  these  laws  as  ibe 
great  praaerrativeof  hercommernal  marine^  eaJ, 
of  eours^  as  the  foundattan  of  hw  naval  stranglb. 
Our  navigation  acts  were  designed  to  pniuci  ora 
citiiens  against  the  opefation  of  tlus  tomga  sys- 
tem ;  and  to  repeal  them  at  ibis  traie,  witbest 
some  recijWDcal  relaniion  oa  the  ^rt  of  Grtai 
Britain,  would  be,  as  your  moaanalbts  apftt- 
head,  to  surrender  the  character  as  ivell  as  the 
interests  of  the  nation. 

Your  memorialtsts,  therefore,  reapcmfulty  pay 
that  the  present  system  of  navigatioB  laws  in  ibe 
United  States  may  not  be  afaudoned,  whatever 
roodificaiions  may  be  made  in  ibeir  pruvbioBs; 
and,  as  a  brief  expression  of  their  optnioas  led 
feeling  on  this  subject,  they  would  prcaeni  the 
following  reaolutionf  which  wera  paaced  at  a  mi- 
ous  meeting  of  the  merchants  and  Bbip-awen, 
othen  intervsted  in  foreisn  eomBcrce,  bddea 
at  Portsmouth  on  ihe  ISih  of  Pebraary  mstani. 

SetoiMd,  That  we  have  witneaaed  witkcstBe 
approbation  the  neaMirci  pursued  by  the  Qovoa- 
nent  of  the  Uaiud  States,  eraeoi^y  ia  the  yean 
1818  and  ISSO,  for  the  r^[iilat>on  (rf*  our  oomBcnx 
with  forewB  nalioos. 

Bttelot^  'nwt^  in  oar  opinion,  the  navwtt' 
aols  of  the  United  Btam  have  be«a  higUyaiT 
ableto "- '^ ^ 


.  higU] 
•ad  d 


by  incretsi^  the  amoant  of  Amoiean  toma^, 
sod  fevotioRtheemploynMnt  of  AmerieaaaeaBes. 

Semdeed,  That  the  repeal  of  the  navi^liaa  acts 
at  the  present  time  would  be  highly  injariam  (o 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  as  it  wonld 
)dace  the  vessels  of  foreign  aMtoas  in  a  nsoR  fa- 
vorable situation  for  commeniial  asiupiiau  tim 
thoM  of  our  own  coaatry,  and  wonltT  thus  trao^ 
the  whole  carryino;  trade  to  foreign  natiims  with- 
oot  any  reciprocal  eoncessioiu  on  their  part 
'  Smietd,  That  a  manorial  to  Congms  be  pre- 
pared expreaaing  then  opinions,  and  pravtBg  that 
the  preaeut  system  of  navigation  laws  tie  naia- 
latned,  unless  foreisn  natioiis  will  oaascnt  to  > 
mntnal  retaxation  of  <iich  prohibitory  laws,  npoa 
terms  of  mutual  concesaion. 

RMoiMii,  That  a  copy  of  these  reaolatieiis  he 
forwarded  to  the  Senators  and  Repteeeatativesia 
Ctngresa  from  this  State,  with  our  r 
they  use  their  oxertions  to  carry  the 
effect. 

JOHN  ISODDARD, 
Samuel  Loan,  SeenCory. 

PoRTSMonTH,  N.  H.,  /Wy,  1822. 


[Communicated  to  the  Hodio,  March  IS,  IBSS.j 
Mr.  Newton  made  the  following  report : 
The  Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  wer« 
submitted  so  much  of  the  President's  Ueuage  a) 
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:  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stctei'-with  foreign  nations^  and  all  other 
iiM«ns  retatinir  to  the  conoerce  of  the  United 
Slate* )  tke  memorJBli'  and  peiitioiu  of  the  citi- 
zen* and  BMrelMDta  of  iDndFY  oities,  towoB,  and 
coBBtica,  pMiiDg  for  a  rapeai  of  the  navigation 
aOB  ofthe  I8(h  of  April,  ]818,and  of  the  Idth  of 
May,  ISaO;  aad  the  memorials  uid  petilioni  of 
the  oitieeBs  and  merehantB  of  lundry  cities  and 
towns,  TemoaMratiDg  agaipU  the  repral  of  tbe  taid 
acts,  Mg  leave  leapectiMlf  to  report : 

The  eoramitiee  arsdulj  imprasad  with  a  Bense 
of  the  impcNriaBce  of  the  dtttiea  -which  have  beta 
auigned  to  them.  Their  weight- "would  at  any 
time  be  felt,  hot  the  drcumttanoes  which  have 
made  it  BeeQn8r7  fortham  to  act  have  inorested 
it,  by  awakening  a  tolicitnde  they  know  not  how 
toexpieu. 

They  nigtet  the  neeassity  for  the  follawing 


Pbrtt.  Beeaow  the  opposition  to  the  policy  par- 
Ened  by  the  Qovarament,  though  it  originates, 
they  are  ]pen«Bded,  in  the  poteat  moliveK,  will 
have  tbe  maaapioioiis  effect  of  prev«ntiDg  for  a 
time  the  success  of  that  policy.    And 

Steomdiy.  Because  the  subjects  inseparably  oon- 
aeeted  wkh  it  are  of  such  magnimde,  that  the 
commiuee,  whom  daties  have  been  various  and 
ardooiu,  have  not  had  sufficient  time  tobcMow 
on  than  that  detiberate  eonnderation  they  -de- 
tevre.  These  subjects,  fiom  their  extent,  and 
alwayt  difficoll,  have  at  this  conjonctare  become 
peculiarly  embarnwsing  and  delicate  from  the 
condition  in  which  most  of  the  naliotis  of  Eorope 
are  pkoed.  -ABMrpolitioalera  has  oommeacea; 
nnpretationsanoDgnationslbrming;  new  chan- 
nels foi  coimnefee  o|>eiHiig  ;  and  the  old  commer- 
cial system  giving  wa^  for  the  introductioD  of 
one  mare  liberal  and  eatighiened.  These  changes, 
evident  to  all,  should  have  produced  a  pause; 
there  never  was  a  time  that  required  more  eerions 
nqnired  more  serious  roflectioo,  oeTer  one  more 
pradenueoreucumspection.  la  political  affairs,  it 
u  DO  easy  awtter  to  recover  from  a  false  Ftep.  By 
standing  still,  our  chance  for  acquiring  advantages 
is  much  greater  than  by  acting.  la  the  first  place, 
we  rely,  as  we  should,  en  principles  that  are  in 
EueaesBful  operation,  and  m  which  we  should  de- 
pend for  fraedom  of  commerce.  In  the  sectHid, 
by  cban^ng  onr  policy,  and  rejecting  the  best 
means  which  can  secure  to  it  Ubat  freedom,  we 
sanction  the  restrictive  prrnciides  that  have  de- 
prcsacd  it.  This  Qoremment  has  ever  been  dis- 
posed to  act  with  fairness  and  justice  to  all  nations. 
It  has  never  asked  for  a  favor  from  any  which  it 
haK  been  unwilling  to  reciprooate.  Prom  the  time 
the  Cooctitntion  went  into  operation  to  tbe  pre- 
MDt,  this  OovernmenE  has  oniformir  manifested 
%  dispovitioQ  to  open  a  free  commercial  interaanrse 
with  every  nation.  If  its  just  views  have  not 
been  met  m  a  like  liberal  afHrit,  the  QoveiDment 
BaDDot  be  otherwise  than  conscious  that  it  has 
discharged,  to  the  ntmost  of  iu  ability,  tbe  duties 
assigned  it ;  and  it  cannot  bol  derive  ^reat  eonso- 
[atioD  from  the  reflection  that  the  American  peopl^ 
wben  they  shall  nnderstand  the  motives  which 


have  influenced  its  deliberations  aad  directed  its 
councils,  will  jnslly  appreciate  the  policy  which 
it  has  been  compelled,  from  principles  of  self- 
preservation,  reluotanily  to  adopt. 

The  committee  now  proceed  to  give  a  concise 
view  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States.  This  - 
they  will  endeavor  to  make  as  plain,  but  as  com- 

Gehensive,  as  the  time  allowed  ibem  will  permit, 
order  to  accomplish  this  object,  they  have 
divided  the  time  between  the  peace  of  1T83,  and 
the  30lh  of  September,  1831,  into  fcnir  periods. 
The  first  period  to  begin  at  tbe  peace  of  1763, 
and,  to  end  which  the  Coiostilution  went  into  op- 
nation,  in  the  year  1789.  A  transient  view  of  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States  during  that  tiaae 
will  show  the  causes  why  it  did  not  flourisb; 
and  that,  among  the  reasons  urged  for  changing 
the  old  confederative  form  of  government  for  the 
{M-eeent  ConstitutioD,  the  nreTsiling  one  was,  chat 
the  aSairs  of  commerce  should  be  under  the  sole 
regulation  of  Congress,  and  ibal  the  National 
Gkiveremeut  should  be  vested  with  competoit 
powers  to  couaCervaii  the  restrictive  eommersHil 
policy  of  foreign  nations.  The  second  period  to 
commence  from  the  time  when  the  Gonstitu lion 
went  into  opetalion,  and  to  end  when  war  w«s 
declared  against  the  United  Kingdom  of  Qieat 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  (be  dependeDcies  thereof. 
The  third,  from  the  declaration  of  war,  in  16 IS, 
to  tbe  general  pacification  of  Europe  and  the 
Treaty  of  Ghaut.  *  And  the  fonrlh  and  last,  from 
the  geoeral  peace  in  Europe  and  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1821. 

The  first  period  of  time  prevents  a  state  of -af- 
fairs that  must  have  given  to  every  American,  the 
first  wish  of  whose  heart  was  the  honor  andpros- 
perity  of  his  country,  ibe  deepest  cooaeru. 

Our  independeoce.  as  a  nation  was  ackaow- 
ledged,  but  we  were  disappointed  as  to  tbe  imme- 
diate advantages  we  expected  to  derive  fromlhat 
glorious  event.  Everv  nation  considered  the  in- 
fant republic  as  a  rival,  and  circDmscribed  within 
(he  narrowest  limits  its  rights  and  privileges,  t 
As  it  is  thedntjr  of  your  committee  to  confine  their 
views  to  Ibe  commerce  of  the  United  States  during 
that  period,  they  wilt  succinctly  sketch  not  its 
rise  and  progrosa,  bat  humbly  record  the  cauiea  of 
its  declension  and  decay.  At  no  period  of  our 
history  has  commerce  ever  been  in  so  languishing 
a  condition.  It  was  under  the  worst  management, 
having  tbirieen  iodependeut  sovereignties  for 
guardians,  each  elaiming  and  eiercisiog  independ- 
ent powersover  its  concerns.  The  Confederation 
cculd  make,  but,  not  having  the  power  to  eol'orce 
treaties,  its  overtures  to  make  them  were  by  Qreat 
Britain,  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal  rejected- 
Other  pretests  were  not  wanting.  They  knew 
^at  an  inefficient  Oovemment  gave  ^reat  advait- 
lages  to  them,  and  they  were  determined  U  con- 
vert Cbem  to  their  use.  The  navigation  acts  of 
Great  Britain  were  rigorously  executed  ;  and  othet 
nations,  averse  to  permit  the  United  States  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  commerce  which  it  was  their  desire 
exclusively  to  enjoy,  restricted  their  commercial 

'  81st  Deccoiber,  1814.     t  Pitkin's  Viaw,  p.  I. 
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inlercourse  with  ihem  in  such  a  mBDDer  a*  lo 
leave  no  chaoce  of  successful  competitioa.  The 
God  federation  having  no  navy  lo  protect  com- 
merce, and  Dot  being  able,  fiom  the  was t  of  funds, 
to  pUTchtse,  bv  tribute,  its  safety  froin  the  piiati- 
cal  Powers  of  Barbary,  no  commercial  intercourse 
could  be  bad  with  the  nalioDi;  bordering  on  Ibe 
shores  of  tbe  Mediterranena.  The  depredaiioos 
of  those  freebooters  were  connived  at  by  nations 
able  to  protect  their  commerce,  as  tbe  best  means 
thai  Stale  policy  could  suggest  to  obtain  tbe  mo- 
nopoly of  that  of  nations  unable  lo  protect  theirs. 
Jealous  and  conflicting  regulations  of  the  States, 
obstructing  commercial  enterprise  in  every  branch, 
and  ihe  want  of  exclusive  and  efficient  |ioweTs  in 
the  federal  bead  to  assert  and  vindicate  its  rights, 
left  it  to  tbe  mercy  of  foreign  nations,  whose  re- 
glrictions  were  dictated  ina  spirit  either  of  cupidity 
ot  hostility.  The  merchants  of  every  part  of  the 
Union,  alive  to  tbe  iojuries  they  were  aufl'ering, 
expressed  with  freedom  and  patriotic  indignatioD 
their  complaints.  Congress  and  Ibe  State  Legis- 
latures heard  with  patience  and  pain  their  griev- 
aacer.  The  merchants  asked  for  protection,  but 
could  obtain  sympathy  only.  As  the  representa- 
tions of  those  who  suner  real  injuries  are  always 
impressive,  your  committee  cannot  reftaia  from 
giving,  in  their  own  style  and  manner,  their  com- 
plaints. 

"  General  discontent  prevailed  with  respect  to 
tbe  course  of  trade.  It  had  commenced  wiib  the 
native  merchants  of  the  North,  who  found  them- 
selves incapable  of  conlending  in  their  own  pom 
with  certain  foreigners,  and  was  soon  communi- 
cated lo  others.  The  gazettes  of  Boston  contained 
aome  very  animated  and  angry  addresses,  and 
produced  resolutions  for  the  government  of  the 
cilizeos  of  that  town  ;*  applications  to  their  Slate 
Legblatures  ;  a  petition  to  Congress ;  and  a  cir- 
cular letter  lo  the  merchants  of  several  seaports 
throughout  the  United  States.  After  detailing 
the  disadvantages  under  which  the  navigstioD 
and  trade  of  America  labored  in  consequence  of 
the  free  admission  of  tbe  ships  and  commodities 
of  Great  Britain  into  their  ports,  while  their  navi- 
gation, in  return,  was  discouraged,  and  their  ex- 
ports either  prohibited  from  entering  British  ports, 
.  or  loaded  with  rigorous  restrictions;  after  staling 
tbe  ruin  which  must  result  from  the  continuance 
of  such  a  system,  and  their  confidence  that  the 
necessary  po vrers  to  the  Federal  Govemmen  I  wou 
be  soon,  if  not  already,  delegated,  the  petition 
Congress  thus  concludes  : 

"' Impressed  with  these  ideas,  yonr  petitioners 
beg  leave  lo  request  of  ihe  very  august  body  which 
they  have  now  ihe  honor  to  address  that  the  nu- 
merous impositions  of  the  British  on  the  trade  and 
exports  of  these  States  may  be  forthwith  contra- 
vened by  similar  expedients  on  our  part;  else 
tbe  commerce  of  ibis  country,  and,  of  consequence, 
its  wealth,  and  perhaps  the  Union  ilself,  may  be- 
come victims  to  the  artifice  of  a  nation  whose 
arms  have  been  in  vain  exerted  lo  accomplish  the 
ruin  of  America.'" 

■  Marihall'a  Life  of  WadiinBloD,  vol.  C,  p.  76. 


Tbe  merchant*  of  Phiiadelphift  presented  m- 
morial  to  tbe  Legislature  of  that  State,  b  wkicL 
after  lamenting  it  as  a  general  defect  in  ibe  Coi- 
stitution  ibal  full  and  eniire  power  over  tbeaw- 
merce  of  the  United  States  had  not  been  origiadr 
vested  in  Congress,  as  no  concern  conmun  u 
any  could  be  conducted  to  a  good  end  Ini  if 
licy  of  councils,  they  say:  "  Hence  it  is  tkt  ik 
intercourses  of  the  Stalesare  liable  to  be  peiplcail 
and  injured  by  various  and  discordant  i^iuh- 
tioDs,  instead  of  that  harmony  of  measoret  « 
which  theparlicular  as  well  as  general  islHcsD^ 
pend,  productive  of  mutual  disgusts  ■ndaGoniim 
among  the  several  members  of  the  empire/'   '^Bk 


them 


fore 


iperimenially  fell,  flow  from  the  uneqnalfbatiii!i 
IS  circumstance  pats  us  on  wiib  otiier  BUim 
and  by  which  we  stand  ina  very  singular  and  dia^ 
vantageous  situation ;  for,  while  the  whole  of  Mir 
trade  is  laid  opeo  to  these  nations,  they  ut  K 
liberty  to  limit  ns  lo  such  branches  of  ihein  u 
interest  or  policymay  dictate,  unrestrained  tyui 
apprehension,  as  long  as  the  power  remumm- 
eraLy  with  ine  Stales,  of  being  met  and  offod 
by  any  consbtent  and  effectual  restrictioni  od  oh 

This  view,  with  the  statement  of  facis,  u  it- 
speclfully  submitted  without  a  comment,  u  cnt 
thai  your  coromiltee  can  make  can  exbiui,  dotin! 
this  period  of  lime,  more  strongly  the  hnnui>iiD{ 
condiliou  of  the  commerce  of  the  Unkett  Sutes. 

During  this  period,  our  imports  greatly  necedtd 
our  exports,  (For  the  amount  of  toaiigti  w 
document  A  No.  1.) 

The  second  period  of  our  time  commeDees  wiik 
Ihe  operation  of  the  Constitution  of  ibe  Uaiul 
Slates,  the  adoption  of  which  was  regarded  siit 
event  of  the  grealest  importance,  involviu  ii 
itself  nothing  less  than  the  continaasee  of  tbe 
Union  and  the  prosperity  of  the  nitioo.  Tk 
Conatituiion  conters  on  Congress  the  power  a 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  naltoDs,  ud 
among  the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indiu 
tribes.  "  No  lax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  aiti^ 
exported  from  any  State;  no  {x^etence  shall  k 
given,  by  any  r^ulation'  of  cotmnetce  or  rereiKi 
to  the  ports  of  one  Slate  over  those  of  asotkB; 
nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or  from  one  Stale  k 
obliged  lo  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties  in  anoihs.' 
'.'No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  CongiM 
lay  any  impost  or  duties  on  imports  or  rxpcK 
except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  foe  a*- 
cuting  its  inspection  laws;  and  tbe  net  pnxlKt 
of  all  duties  and  imposts  laid  by  any  Staieoa  im- 
ports or  exports  shall  be  for  the  use  of  tbe  Trea^ 
of  the  United  Stales;  and  all  such  lam  shall  k 
subject  to  the  revision  and  conlnd  of  Congrt* 
From  these  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  iiev idm^ 
appears  that  the  people  of  the  United  Slates  d«U- 
erately  and  solemnly  granted  to  Cougnss,  exdt 
sively,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce ;  and  i^ 
was  done  because  they  had  seen  the  fatal  cea» 
quences  that  attended  the  exercise  of  ii,  sevet^Ji 
by  thirteen  independent  sovereignties,  and  becsov 
tbey  were  praclically  convinced  "ihiinpcoocaa 
^        pgylj  jjg  conducted  to  a  gwJ 
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end  but  by  ft  aaity  of  couDcila."  They  wne  sst- 
iified  thai  ineasDrts  which  shoutd  be  taken  with 
mpect  to  the  foreiga  relations  and  cammefcial 
coDcwnu  of  the  United  Slates  would  require  a 
policy  ileady  and  circomipect.  and  time  and  w- 
ntcy  to  mature  it.  They  confided  this  power  to 
(be  NationaJ  Gorernment,  making  the  Represen- 
lalires  whom  ibev  should  elect  to  administet  it 
jolely  respousibte  for  the  proper  execution  of  the 
power  thus  intrusted. 

These  cUtiaea  from  the  Coastitution  show,  be- 
yond nil  doubt,  that  the  people,  after  taking  away 
from  [he  States  all  power  conceraing  the  foreign 
relations  and  the  commercinl  eouceras  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  by  so  doing,  of  course,  all  the 
means  of  acquiring  accurate  informatioa  touching 
matiera  delicate  and  important  in  their  nalnre, 
intended  that  their  Represents  tires  should  be  left 
to  pursue,  by  nnity  of  councils,  the  completion  of 
that  course  of  measures  which  their  conTictions, 
wrought  by  a  full  view  of  the  subject  in  all  its 
beaiiogs,  should  dictate  as  necessary  to  promote 
the  general  interest  and  welfare.  Were  any  of 
the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Stales  lo  inter- 
pose in  such  matters,  such  interposition  would 
Bgau  inlrodnce  the  same  evils,  ihe  recurrrence  of 
which  it  was  the  intention  and  design  of  the  peo- 
ple to  prevent  by  adopting  the  Coosiitution.  The 
people  created,  and  tbey  can  destroy  whenever 
ihey  will  it,  the  Constitution  ;  but  they  will  never 
knowingly  destroy  a  form  of  Government  which 
bai  made  the  United  States  a  nation  among  na- 
tions ;  and  they  are  too  just  to  make  their  Repre- 
seDiaiives,  pofsessing  as  they  do  plenary  powers 
DTer  foreign  relations  and  commerce,  responsible 
rorfailares  either  in  policy  or  negotiations  from 
measoresnot  originating  with  ibem. 

Great  exprctationswere  indulged  that  the 
jjaiioo  and  trade  of  the  United  State*,  feeling  the 
inTigoiating  impnUes  of  a  National  Goremment, 
wodd  revive,  and  possess  almost  the  attribute  of 
nblquity. 

How  flattering  soever  ihey  have  been,  yei, 
the  eyes  of  men  whose  zeal  and  judgment  W' 
temperate  and  cool,  the  prospects  appeared 
many  respects  deeply  shaded.    Coeval  with  the 
operation  of  the  Constitution  was  Ihe  commence- 
ment of  the  French  Revolution.    The  same  prin 
eiples  and  feelings  gave  birth  to  both;  but, taking 
1  different  direction  in  their  developement  an< 
litplay,  Ihe  destiny  allotted  to  each  marks,  under 
ih«  dispensation  of  a  wise  Providence,  the  great 
influence  of  times  and  circumstances  \a  the  fate 
af  nations.     As  it  is  made  the  duty  of  your 
mitiee  to  notice  and  record  the  progress  of  the 
mmmerce  of  the  United  States,  they  beg  le»»e  to 
inoie  the  following  passage  from  Seybert's  Statis- 
tical Annals,  which  presents,  in  a  concise  view, 
wme  of  the  principal  causes  that  have  contributed 

to  give  to  commerce,  during  this  period, 

:om  and  enterprise. 

"Independent  of  our  newly  aoqnired  political 
^aracter,  eireumstaiices  arose  in  Europe  by  which 
1  new  and  extensive  field  was  presented  for  out 
nrnmercial  enterprise.  The  most  memoralile  of 
CTolations  was  commenced  in  France  in  17B9: 


Ihe  It 


othat  e 


nted  a  de- 


consequent  t 
mand  for  our  exports,  and  invited  our  shipping  for 
thecarrying  tradeof  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
Europe ;  we  not  only  carried  the  colonial  produc- 
tions to  the  several  parent  States,  hot  we  also  be- 
the  purchasers  of  them  in  the  French,  Span- 
ish, and  Dutch  colonies.  A  new  era  was  estab- 
lished in  out  commercial  history ;  the  individuals 
who  partook  of  these  advantages  were  numerous ; 
our  catalogue  of  merchants  was  swelled  much  be- 
yond what  it  was  entitled  to  be  from  the  state  of 
our  population.  Many  persons  who  had  secured 
moderate  capitals  soon  became  the  most  adventu- 
Tbe  predominant  spirit  of  that  time  has 
poweriul  effect  in  determining  the  character 
of  the  risinggeneration  in  the  United  States.  The 
brilliant  prospects  held  out  by  commnce,  caused 
our  citizens  to  neglect  the  mechanical  and  manu- 
facturing branches  of  industry ;  fallacious  views, 
founded  on  temporary  circumstances,  carried  us 
from  these  pursuits,  which  must  ultimately  consli- 
tute  ihe  resources,  wealth,  and  power  of  this  na- 
tion. Temporary  benefits  were  mistaken  for  ftr- 
manent  advantages ;  so  certain  were  the  profitmn 
the  foreign  voyages,  that  commerce  was  onl^  pur- 
sued as  an  an ;  all  the  knowledge  which  former 
experience  had  considered  as  essentially  necessary 
was  now  unattended  to;  the  philosophy  of  com- 
merce (if  1  am  allowed  the  expression)  was  totally 
neglected ;  the  nature  of  fiM^ign  productions  was 
but  little  investigated  by  the  shippers  of  the  United 
States;  the  demand  in  Europe  for  foreign  mei^ 
chandtse,  especially  for  that  of  the  West  Indies 
ind  South  America,  secured  to  all  these  cargoes 
1  ready  sale  with  a  great  profit;  the  most  adven- 
turous became  the  most  wealthy,  and  that  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  any  of  the  principles  which 
govern  commerce  under  ordinary  circnmstances ; 
no  one  was  limited  to  any  one  branch  of  trade; 
Ihe  same  individual  was  concerned  in  voysses  to 
Asia,  South  America,  the  West  Indies,  and  Eu- 
rope. Our  tonnage  increased  in  a  ratio  with  the 
extended  calaloaoe  of  the  eiporti ;  we  seemed  (o 
have  arrived  at  the  maximum  of  human  prosperity; 
in  proportion  lo  our  population,  we  ranied  as  tne 
most  commercial  nation;  in  point  of  valu^om 
trade  was  only  second  to  that  of  Great  Britain. 

"  The  mercnanis  who  had  been  long  engaged  in 
trade  were  confounded  by  the  changes  which  wrae 
so  suddenly  effected ;  the  less  experienced  consid- 
ered the  newly  acquired  advantages  as  matters  of 
Tight,  and  thai  they  would  remain  to  us ;  they  did 
not  contemplate  a  period  of  general  peace,  when 
each  nation  will  carry  its  own  productions,  when 
diccriminations  will  be  made  in  favor  of  domeslio 
tonnage,  when  foreign  commerce  will  be  limited 
to  enumerated  ariicles,  and  when  much  circum- 
spection will  be  necessary  in  all  our  commercial 
transactions." 

This  passage  forcibly  illustrates  ibe  nature  of  the 
commerce  oflhe  United  Stales  during  that  period. 
It  had  acquired  an  impetus  which  was  accidental, 
and  the  advantages  arising  from  which  could  bat 
be  transient.  The  condition  of  commerce  at  that 
time  ffftve  a  wildnesa  to  speculation  and  enterprise, 
which  a  change  of  circumstances  seems  not  eaps- 
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bte  of  btiogiDff  bick  to  the  rationale  of  a  pnce 
commerce.  Tne  erratic  conne  it  then  pursued 
prepared  for  the  lime  of  peace  a  bitter  portion  for 
mtaj  who,  deititute  of  experience,  and  r^nrdlesa 
of  the  dictates  of  prudence,  had  boldly  veotured 
OB  a  Ka  Ibey  had  not  skill  to  DBvigate.  Tbe  fail- 
ures which  took  place  at  the  peace,  and  soon  after 
it,  may  be  traced  to  commercial  enterprises  made 
on  deceptJTe  Cftlculaiions.  The  facts  on  which 
tb«  estimate*  made  of  a  peace  commerce  are  nn- 
fortunately  drawn  from  ibat  period,  than  wliich 
there  cannot  be  a  greater  or  more  daogerous  fal- 
lacy ;  and  which  will,  ifperMrered  in.  continue 
to  warp  the  judgment,  iaflame  the  puUic  mind, 
and  fatally  depress  ibat  commerce  which  it  is  tbe 
common  wiib  and  interest  of  erery  loret  of  bis 
coontty  to  promote  and  extend. 

Your  cooimiUee  forbear  to  enlarge  here  on  this 
point,  as  in  aooliier  p«rt  of  this  rqiort  it  will  more 
prapwly  ootae  uoder  their  consideration. 

Tltey  will  new  state  such  acts  as  were  pa»ed 
after  iM-orgsnizktion  of  the  presieat  Goyernment 
foiMlbo  eBeotir«^;ement  of  ncTi^iioQ  and  com- 
nHWe.*  Attmtion  waa  given  with  ai  little  delay 
as '  pooHble  to  these  subjects.  On  the  30th  July, 
nS9,  an  aet  passed  imposing  duties  on  tonnage  ; 
this  laid  a  duty  of  six  cents  per  ton  on  all  Tessels 
ow*ed  by  citizens  of  the  United  Biates  on  the  S9tli 
of  May,  17B9,  whether  such  be  domeMie  or  for- 
eiga  'buill.t  On  shipe  or  resicls  built  in  the  Uoi- 
teo  Slates  after  the  SOth  Joly,  1790,  but  belonging 
whoUy,  or  in  part,  to  snhjeets  of  foreign  Powen", 
at  the  rate  of  thirty  cents  per  (on ;  and  on  all  othn 
skips  or  resaelt  at  the  rate  of  fiAy  cents  per  too. 

"  The  extra  dalies  imposed  by  tbe  act  of  the 
39th  of  May  on  the  tonnage  of  foreign  nations, 
and  which  ware  eoniioued  By  tbe  act  of  SOth  July, 
1790,  and  tbe  extra  duty  of  ten  per  centum  addi- 
tional on  alltheratesof  duty  imposed  on  merchrin- 
dise  imported  in  American  vessels  by  the  act  of 
lOlIt  August,  1790,  wlieo  such  merefaandise  is  im- 
ported in  vessels  not  of  the  United  States,  consti- 
tuie  wkat  ara  ihimUt  called   the  dtterininaliiiff 

The  diieriminaiiBg  duties  had  a  good  effect  on 
the  aarigation  of  the  United  States.  TheyenaUed 
it  to  come  into  eompetilion  with  the  foreign  with 
tb»  ^tcuer  praapecls  of  success.  The  tonnage 
cvttinly  inei^eaacd. 

"  TheM  extra  chafgw  i>b  tbe  navigation  and 
commerce  of  foreign  nations  w«re  sufficient  to 
drive  from  our  ports  the  greatest  proportion  of  tht 
fomgQ  tonnaj^e.'  All  foreign  naliana  were  affected 
by  tbe  systefti  we  had  adopted  ivfavor  of  theshtp- 
owaera  m  tbe  United  States.  Tbe  dimination  of 
tbe  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  oar  trade  was, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  rapid,  regular,  and  per- 

No  doubt  is  entertained  that  tbe  acts  mrniioncd 
had  a  beneficial  effect,  Int  tbe  state  of  Europ 
contributed  not  a  little,  a*  has  been  observed,  t 

*  Lawsof  tba  United  States,  vol.  S,  pa(es  6,  130. 
tLaws  of  the  Unttad  8tatw,Tol.  e,  page  101,  sec  I 
i  Bsfbart's  Annals,  pages  SSa,  SM. 
i  Pitkia's  Viaw,  pafs  iSS. 


encourage  and  extend  navtgatian  and  connutee. 
The  laws  allowing  (ha  drawback  of  duie*  on 
merchandise  eqwrled  witbin  twelve  mondia  fiem     ' 
ibe  time  of  importation  have  given  to  AmcrieaB     . 
commercial  enterprise  an  extensive  field  for  Or- 
eiiioa,  and  eaabled  our  merchant*  to  prafii  by     i 
mallets  which,  without  snah  privilego,  toey  emU     I 
not  have  resorted  to. 

Other  laws  were  passed  during  this  period  in- 
creasing the  duties  on  tonnage  and  menehnadiR, 
which, Tor  the  time  they  wcfe  in  force,  might  hate 
megood  effect;  butasthey  weKtempoiaty, 
and  patsad  with  no  view  of  forming  a  ny^on  ut 
loting  navigation,  your  commitiee  u»tear  to 
them  any  particular  notice.  In  another  fait 
of  this  repwt  the  comnavial  relatioiM  in  wbkh 
the  Unilea  Slam  sUnd  to  other  nationa,  and  die 
hnnga  which  those  relation*  have  prodticed,  will 
receive  the  attention  to  which  they  ara  jnsdy 
entitled.  . 
Your  commiltee,  in  order  to  make  a  lair  re(Re- 
ntatum  of  the  condition  of  commerce  dnring 
Ibis  ptnod,  feel  tbcmaelvea  constrained  to  stata 
some  of  the  Iomcs  to  which  it  was  rabjeeVd  by 
thecapdiretmadeof  Aokerican  veaiets,  with ihor 

astty  of 


Tbe.fac 


facia  here  givtn  {veoloda  the  i 
many  comments.    Political  weakness  givo  n-    i 
conragement  to  rapacity  and  avariee;   and  the    i 
same  scenes  will  be  renewed  if  tbe  snae  eanw 
should  exist.     What  privUcgsa  ahonU  begcatni-    . 
toady  conferred  oo  the  actor*  of  such  atraeitiea?    ! 
What  seofificea  should  be  made  lo  cnmbfethem  to    j 
act  over  again  their  parts  7    ShotiU  fntwe  wus 
coDvnlie  nations,  the  patriotisat  of  en  enlightened 
Legttlatni*  is  called  anon  lo  decide.    It  is  fern-    | 
Date  for  the  dcalinies  of  ibis  natkm  that  ttw  min- 
enca  of  experience  is  never  loal  on  those  who  ait 
lo  direct  them. 

It  was  stated  ia  the  House  of  Pcra*  ibat  aia  htia- 
dred  American  vessels  wen  seiEed  or  dMained  in 
British  ports  between  the  6th  of  November,  1793. 
and  the  SSth  of  March,  1794.— JCttyAowa'a  J*- 
nob  </  Cm— MWs,  vol.  iv.,  p.  385. 

Captniesliiyth*  British,  froiBlSOeu  ISIS         -  S17 
CsAiarM  bv  tha  Fisach,  br  the  sane  pariad  «f 

Zme 6S6 

CsptuTrs  bj  tba  NsspoliUDs    -        .         -         -  il 
CtKB  of  captures  pcndiof  in  the  Dsoiah  tri- 
bunals            ™ 

'    Grand  toul Ifiat 


eign  commerae  at  a  time  when  we  wwe  laid  to  ht 
at  pence  with  all  nations,    (p.  81.) 

Under  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  be- 
tween tbe  United  Stales  and  Great  Britaio,  ■ 
board  of  commissioners  was  organized  and  on- 
powered  to  settle  claims  for  American  veaaels  cap- 
lured  and  detained  by  British  ships  of  war.  7^< 
amootit  of  the  claims  allowed  cannot  now  be  as- 
certained, as  the  recordu  of  the  commissJeDen 


t  by  tin  during  the  late  war;  thit 
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.feli  far  short  of  the  li 
uiDM.    No  compenntion  for  captnK*  of  Tesaeli 
wiih  lti»r  cUBOes  from  1803  to  1812  waa  ever 

By  ibe  conmitlion  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803, 
bttWECD  tbe  United  States  and  the  French  Repub- 
lic, our  OovemmeDl  obtained  for  our  eitizeas  who 
su^red  \ti  French  spoliaCioDS  on  our  commerce 
abottt  $3,750,000;  aad  by  the  late  treaty  with 
Spain,  ceding  the  Floridas  to  the  United  States, 
Ibc  sum  of  8S|0D0,000  was  likewise  obtained  as 
an  indemnification  for  sooliatiotis  committed  on 
om  commefa«  by  Spanian  croisen,  &c. 

Tbese  indemnifications  can  in  nowise  be  con- 
sidered ad«qnale  to  the  immense  losses  that  out 
merchints  sostaiued. 

Tbe  third  period  comprehends  (he  time  from  the 
dnianiioD  of  war  anmst  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  depeadso- 
cies  thereof,  to  the  general  pacification  of  Sarope 
and  tbe  Treaty  of  Gheni. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  Sutes  during  tki» 
~"   —    greatlT  depresaei],  and  our  ex^rta 


urse,  mncfa  reduced.    The  doc- 
uioenrs  annexed  will  furnish  the  fact*  necessary 


im  porta  n 


10  show  (be  extent  and  valoa  of  our 
that  lime. 

Many  eoosiderationsgire  adeni  interest  totbis 
ereniful  period.  Tbe  chaDce  of  relations  fiom 
peace  (if  peace  it  eonld  be  called  when  the  United 
Sutes  were  suffering  paasirely  every  injury)  to 
those  of  war,  in  which  th^  could  retort  injury 
foriDJury,  was  awful  and  momeotoiM. 

Tbe  i.saue  to  ibem  was  peace,  with  diguitjr  and 
prwperiiy,  or  diaunion.  With  the  domination  of  a 
rictorious  and  vindictive  enemy.  The  causes  of 
ihe  war  were  many :  the  puacipal  wtie  the  im- 
prenneitt  of  our  BCamen,  and  the  wanton  de- 
iiruGtion  of  our  commerce.  As  a  you^  nation, 
Qreat  Britain  determined  to  prevent  onr  growth 
Lipealyanil  inaidiously.  Hermlingstalesmenand 
the  advocates  for  monaicby  everywhere  hesitated 
DMio  ezpNU  with  confideBcc  an  oaioion  that  the 
C^OBStitutioB  of  th«  Uuitfld'Slate^  dcMtitute  of  en- 
nfy,  could  not  maialaio  the  naitional  rights,  and 
bat,  whenever  thia  nation  shonld,  under  its  an- 
pices,  assert  them,  the  CoBslitntion  wonld  perish 
n  tbe  agitations  oif  war.  No  wosdcr  can.  thove- 
ore,  be  excited  that  such  impieasioDs  aboold  in- 
tueaceloteignGovemmentoin  the  conise of  poU- 
■■y  tbey  otwcrTed  to  this  nation.  No  Oovo^meBt 
tit  that  infiuence  in  a  higlter  d^ree  than  that  of 
3reat  Britain.  The  timea  produced  in  public 
flairs  a  crisis,  the  detmninatioQ  of  wUch  filled 
riih  anxious  solicitude  every  American  breasL 
Che  enemies  of  tbe  Uaitad  States  ooaffratalated 
bemselrea  that  tbe  time  had  arrived  o?  efiecting. 
heir  humiliation  by  the  disaolotion  of  the  Union. 
?hc  course  the  American  government  had  to 
ibe  was  difficult.  On  every  side  was  seen  but 
choice  of  evils.  Every  expedient  that  policy  or 
igenuity  could  suggest  for  the  preservation  of 
eace  with  honor  was  resorted  to.  Negotiations 
ere  opened,  bat  with  diplomatic  and  saretstic 
vily  the  American  Oorenunent  was  told  that 


jostice  to  the  United    Statva  was  inconsistent 
"with  the  maritime  rights  of  Great  Britain." 

All  efibrts  of  a  conciliatory  nature  were  consid- 
ered proofs  of  imbecility,  and  the  experience  of 
everv  day  convinced  the  QoTernment  that  jasijee 
would  never  be  voluntarily  rendered  to  this  nation 
until  the  ene^es  of  the  Constiiotion,  tried  and 
not  fonnd  wanting  in  war,  shonld  ertort  and  com- 
mand it<  It  was  m  vain,  after  such  unequivocal ' 
manifestations  of  hostility,  to  look  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  peace  with  dignttv.    WMMgs,  aggravated 


pend  alone  on  ProvideDco  and  the  justice  of  iti 
cause  iat  a  saccessful  issue. 

The  war  exhibited  scenes  of  horror  from  which 
the  eye  of  Alaric  would  have  turned  wilb  pain. 

It  aeqnired  for  our  Republican  instituirons  a 
cbaraclerof  practical  efficiency,  aiMl  elevated  ibe 
United  States  to  the  first  mnk  among  nations. 
The  army.gallsntly  performed  its  duty;  but,  as 
the  navy  has  en  intimate  connexion  with  tbe  sut^ 
jec(  undar  coaiideistion,  your  committee  have 
particularly  noticed  ihis  period  as  the  commenoe- 
mentofan  eta  which,  forranale  for  the  futm-e  suc- 
cess of  commeroe,  raised  and  gave  reputation  to 
the  arm  destined  to  protect  its  rights;  and  that 
arm  wiU  be  able  to  protect  it*  rights  if  the  naviga* 
tiou  of  the  United  State*,  tbe  nursery  of  its 
strength  and  efficiency,  shall  not  be  sacrificed  by 
a  vsciliating  policy. 

The  commutee  now  turn  their  attention  to  the 
fourth  and  last  ptriod,  which  comprehends  the 
lime  from  the  general  pacification  of  Europe  and 
tbe  Treaty  of  Obent  to  the  30ib  of  September, 
1821,  Sinoe  tbe  peace,  each  nation,  ss  far  as  it 
has  the  ability  to  do  it,  supplier  its  wants  from  its 
own  resources,  and  encourages  its  own  navigation. 
The  field  for  commercial  enterprise  is  of  ibe  same 
extent,  the  harvest  is  not  less  abundant,  but  the 
compeiitioD,  among  those  who  are  contending  for 
a  share  of  it,  moch  greater.  The  portion  falliDS 
to  the  lot  of  eaob  will  depend  on  the  exertions  ^ 
patient,  never-tiring  labor.  To  tbe  aolive  and 
perseveriitg,  prospects  are  cheering;  but  to  vision- 
aries, who  enjoy  wealth  in  dreams,  and  wake  huP 
to  belwld  tbe  delusion,  there  can  be  no  hope.  Let 
the  Oovsnmenl  do  what  it  will,  it  can  never 
throw  on  such  the  suBtihine  of  prosperity. 

This  is  the  only  p«rio4since  178^  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  peaee  of  Amiens,  which  luted  bvt 
B  short  lime,  tbat  the  nations  of  Earope  have 
siood  in  the  reloiions  of.  peace  and  amity  to  each 
other.  The  facts  on  which  to  fonnd  an  estimate 
or  probable  coo jeature  of  what  will  be  the  nature, 
extent,  and  value  of  the  commnce  of  the  United 
Stales  with  foreign  nations  during  tbe  continu- 
ance of  peace,  should  from  this  period  be  oolleot- 
ed.  Your  comailtee  r^et  that  this  comprehends 
toosmalla  portion  of  time  to  f urn  isbibaw  acces- 
sary for  a  fair  and  just  one.  They  are  fully 
apprized  of  the  necessity  of  giving  as  correct  In- 
formation as  tfaey  can  on  subjects  of  the  first  im- 
portance^ They  have  no  interest  to  deceive,  nor 
do  they,  while  performing  ibeir  dnt^,  look  to  other 
objeota.    They  deprecate  miaohien  tbat  are  pro- 
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dttced  b]r  partial  views,  becauie  Ibeir  ijeacnictive 
efiecU  are  seldom  repaired,  even  by  the  wisest 
patriote.  TAe  commerce  of  the  Uoiled  Slates 
ConsUls  of  many  distinct  brancbcE ;  the  most  tbI'  | 
liable  the  Governmeot  should  hy  proper  mEans  en-  ' 
deavor  to  secure  from  iojury,  and  to  make  the ' 
leail  raluahle  productive.  Your  committee  would  j 
abRolve  IhemselTes  from  the  obserrance  of  every  j 
principle  they  are  bound  to  regard,  were  ihey,  in  i 
discbarging  their  duties,  lo  devote  their  atieniion  | 
BOlely  lo  one  branch.  As  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  the  United  States  with  foreign  nations 
will  be  gresier  or  less  in  proportion  to  the  demand 
for  the  produce  of  the  United  States,  your  committee 
feel  themselves  constrained  lo  glance  the  eye  over 
some  of  tbecountries  with  which  the  United  States 
hare,  and  probably  will  have,  under  various  mo- 
dificationa,  commercial  intercourse ;  to  notice  in- 
cidentally some  of  the  changes  that  have  been 
made,  and  their  efiecis.  The  revolution  in  France 
agitated  the  whole  civilized  world.    Europe,  in 

Erticular,  felt  ita  effects.  Many  important  changes 
ve,  and,  from  appearances,  it  is  likely  many 
more  will  take  place.  Events  are  in  quick  suc- 
cession ;  and  no  man  is  wise  enough  to  tell  when 
the  revolutionary  tempest  will  cease.  Be  that  as 
it  may,  a  new  order  of  things  has  been  produced 
by  the  convulsions  of  Europe.  The  civil  and  poIi< 
tical  institutions  of  Slates  and  empires  in  thai 
quarter  of  the  world  be^in  evidently  to  regard  the 
rights  and  happiness  ofthe  people  more  than  they 
formerly  did.  In  France,  the  property  of  the  soil 
has  became  more  equally  distributed,  by  the  sale, 
during  the  revolution,  of  the  landed  estates  of  the 

E' 'ileged  orders.     The  feudal  impressions  have 
n  abolished,  and  the  rights  of  persons  and  prop- 
eri)^  are  better  secured  at  this  than  at  any  former 

A  new  spirit  of  industry  and  enterprise  has 
arisen,  and  France  begins  to  feel  its  genial  influ- 
ence. The  revolutions  now  existing  and  progress- 
ing in  Spain  and  Portugal,  having  the  same  ob- 
jects in  view,  will,  in  all  human  probability,  revive 
the  energies  of  those  countries.  Few  possess  bel- 
ter climates  and  a  finer  soil,  and  none  greater  ad- 
vantages for  extensive  commerce. 

Great  Britain  is  looking  on  this  eventful  period 
with  no  little  solicitude;  reslriclions  imposed  by 
her  monopolizing  policy  are  so  efiectnally  retort- 
ed, as  to  inspire  more  liberal  notions. 

A  disposition  is  evidently  manifested  b^  her  to 
meet  other  nations  on  the  ground  of  reciprocity, 
and  trust  her  success  in  cotnmerce  lo  free  and  open 
competition.  To  accelerate  this  happy  change,  to 
realize  it,  the  measures  which  have  wroiigbt  that 
dispoeilion  should  not  be  rashly  and  inconsiderately 
abandoned. 

When  the  voyage  is  nearly  at  an  end,  when  the 
destined  pari  is  in  view,  it  would  be  temerity  in 
the  pilot  lo  keep  at  sea,  and  expose  lo  the  mercy 
of  toe  winds  and  waves  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
those  intrusted  to  his  skill  and  care.  This  con- 
cise view  is  presented  lo  the  considerate  and  dis- 
passionate, tor  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
Sroductions  of  the  United  States  may  be  in  less 
emand  in  those  countries  than  they  have  hereto- 


fore been.  Belter  cultivated  than  formerly,  tome 
of  those  countries  will  became  competitors  with 
us  in  the  markets  of  natitms  less  fortunate  in  cli- 
mate and  soil.  New  sources  of  supplying  grain 
are  opening.  Odessa,  on  thcBlack  Sea^  wlucb,in 
1702,  was  a  Tartar  camp,  under  anothn'name,ni>w 
contains  a  population  of  40,000  souls.  From  that 
pott,  in  1815,  were  shipped  to  Leghorn,  Naples, 
Genoa,  Marseilles,  and  oiber  ports,  6,000,000  bosl^ 
els  of  wheat.  In  1817,  3,000,000  bushels  wat 
shipped  to  the  single  port  of  Leghorn-  Oihs 
places  contribute,  but  in  less  quantities,  gnin,  la 
meet  the  demand  that  may  exist.*  But,  as  it  it 
\  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  be  tediiMU 
ibe  enumeration  of  places  from  which  grain 
d  other  articles  can  be  obtained,  they  content 
themselves  with  stating  a  few  facts.  Thef  plainly 
that  the  want  of  demand  in  Europe  for  ilw 
produce  of  the  United  States,  particularly  floor 
and  breadstuff,  arises  from  causes  over  which  the 
American  Government  can  have  no  control. 

The  nations  with  which  the  United  States  have, 
and  those  with  which  they  have  not,  commeRe 
founded  on  principles  of  reciprocity,  will  now  be 
stated ;  they  are  as  follows  : 

Isl.  Great  Britain. — In  the  dominions  of  ffia 
Britannic  Majesty  in  Europe,  vessels  of  tbe  United 
Slates  are  placed  on  tbesame  footing  with  Briiish 
vessels.  They  are  subjected  to  the  payment  of 
the  same  tonnage  duties  and  chargeK,  and  their 
cargoes  pay  the  same  duties  as  when  imported  in 
British  vessels;  and  British  vessels  arriving  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  Slates  from  His  Majesty's  do- 
minions in  Europe  pay  the  same  lonoage  dnties, 
and  the  same  duties  on  their  cargoes,  that  oat  vo- 
sels  are  required  to  pay,  and  no  more.  Then 
privileges  are  secured  oy  the  conventian  agreed  co 
Dy  both  nations  in  1815,  which  convention  was 
renewed  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  convention  of 
the  gOth  of  October,  1B18.  This  coDveniiDa  ii 
limited  to  ten  years.  The  imporiatiocs  into  cadi 
country  are  confined  to  the  produce  and  manube' 
tures  of  the  respective  countries. 

8d.  8»tdtn, — By  a  treaty  agreed  oa  between  the 
United  States  and  tbe  King  of  Sweden  and  Nt>- 
way,  a  liberal  commercial  inlercotuse  is  estab- 
lished. The  treaty^is  to  bein  force  for  the  ton 
of  eight  years  from  t^ie  exchange  of  ratification, 
to  wit,  from  the  27th  of  May,  1818. 


By  the  provisions  of  this  treaty,  the  prod 
iilactures  of  the  United  States,  when 
B  porU 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  pay  th«  sa 


of  the  United  States,  wl 
parted  into  the  ports  of  Sweden  and  Normy  in 


_  would  be  exacted  were  they  imported  in  Swfd- 
isb  or  Norw^ian  vessels;  and  the  produce  an4 
manufactures  of  Sweden  and  Norwar,  when  iat- 
ported  into  the  United  Slates  in  Swedish  or  Nor- 
wegian vessels,  pay  the  same  duties  as  vrben  in- 
ported  in  vessel*  of  the  United  Slates. 

In  the  ports  of  both  nations  there  is  ao  equaliif 
of  tonnage  duties. 

The  provisions  of  this  treaty  extend  to  the  col- 
ony of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  to  the  rcssels  of  tk 

■  Sm  Dastbom  on  lh«  Commerea  ofthe  E 
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ifihabitBDts  tbereof,  proTidfd  ihc  owners  are  there 
established  and  naturalized,  and  shall  have  cauW 
their  resselii  to  be  DaturBlized. 

The  act  of  Congress  which  pafsed   the  3d 
March,  1815,  proposes  to  each  commercial  nat: 
fair  aod  iiberBl  terms  of  commerce;  it  speak! 
plain  and  intellig;iblt'  language  to  each  nation.   It 
says:  Receire  the  vessels  of  the  United  States  ' 
to  roar  ports  loaded  nith  the  produce  and  ma 
faclares  of  the  United  States  oq  the  same  terms 
and  (»]Dditions  yon  receive  your  onrn  vessels  into 
yoor  porta  importing  the  same  aniclea  of  merchan- 
dise, and  your  vessels  importing  ioto  the  United 
Stales  the   produce  and   manufactures  of  yout 
country  shall  be  received  into  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
that  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  received  into 
ports  of  the  United  States  importing  the  same 
tides  of  merchandise. 

The  ti'Tms  offered  by  this  act  have  been  _ . 
ceded  to  by  the  Netherlands,  by  Prussia,  and  by 
the  Hanseatic  towns  of  Hamburgh  and  Bremen. 
3d.  JVancc.— The  extra  duties  imposed  in  1817 
bj  the  French  Grovernment  on  the  produce  of  the 
United  States,  when  imported  ioto  France  in  .  _ 
seb  of  the  United  States,  have  excluded  them  from 
a  competition  with  French  vessels  carrying  Amer- 
ican produce  to  France.  Feelinff  the  injustice  of 
SQch  impositions  on  the  part  of  France,  the  mer- 
chants memorialized  Congress.  On  con^iideration 
of  their  compkints,  an  act  passed  the  15th  of  May, 
1820,  subjecting  French  ves-sels  entering  the  ports 
of  the  United  States  to  a  tonnage  duty  of  eighteen 
dollars  a  ton  afler  the  1st  day  of  July,  1820.  The 
vesseb  which  arrived  in  the  United  States  with- 
out having  notice  of  the  law,  were  released  from 
paying  the  duties  imposed  by  that  act,  by  the  act 
which  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1821.  When  the 
French  Government  imposed  the  extra  duties 
above-mentioned,  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1B15,  was  known  to  it,  offering  a  fair, 
just,  and  equal  commerce  to  all  nationsi  and  her 
Minister  near  the  Ooverntnent  of  the  United  States 
was,  in  1817,  witnessing  the  liberal  disposition  of 
Congress  to  reduce  the  duties  on  French  wines, 
and  which  was  carried  into  effect  by  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  March,  18ig. 

At  the  time  when  a  spirit  friendly  to  the  com- 
tx)«rce  of  France  was  manifested  by  this  Qovem- 
naent,  that  of  France  was  decreeing  extra  discrim- 
nattng  duties,  which  were  tantamount  to  an 
interdiction  of  the  ports  of  France  to  vessels  of 
the  United  States  carrying  to  them  the  produce 
of  their  countrjr. 

*  "  The  discriminating  duties  paid  by  vessek  of 
the  United  States  importing  the  fbtio wing  articles 
i  D  France,  are — 

14  cent  per  ponnd  (French  weight)  on  cotton. 

l(    do.        do.  do.  on  tobacco. 

55      do.  per  100  pounds  do.  on  potashes. 

"To  form  an  estimate  of  the  practical  result  of 

these  regulations,  it  will  be  assumed  that  a  vessel 

of  300  registered  tons  will  carry  560,000  pounds 

-weight  of  tobacco;  ihediflerenceof  duty  on  which. 


at  1|  cent  per  ponnd,  will  be  $6,300,  which  is 

equivalent  Id  $21  per  registered  ton. 

"  Or  in  a  vessel  of  the  same  description,  carrying 
380,000  pounds  weight  of  cotton  and  220,000 
pounds  weight  of  potashes,  the  difference  of  du- 
ty, estimated  at  1^  cent  on  the  cotton,  is  $4,200 

"  And  that  on  the  potashes,  at  55  cents  per 
100  pounds,  is 1,210 

S5,J10 

"  Which  is  equivalent  to  818  per  registereil  ton." 

From  this  statement,  it  appears  iliat  the  unjust 
act  of  the  French  Government  was  passively  sub- 
milted  to  for  nearly  four  years,  befor  one  counter- 
vailing measure  was  taken.  Previously  to  actin{[, 
proposals  were  made  to  adjust  all  differences  ami- 
cably; but  they  were  evaded.  The  facts  here 
given  will  certainlv  exonerate  the  American  Gov- 
ernment from  the  charge  of  acting  towards  France 
with  precipitancy. 

4th.  Spain. — In  the  ports  of  Spain,  since  the  Ist 
of  January,  1S2I,  vessels  other  than  those  ofSpain. 
importing  certain  produce  therein,  pay  one-third 
more  duties  than  Spanish  vessels.  Many  articles 
are  prohibited,  among  which  are  the  followingr 
beans,  peas,  ^c,  rice,  salt  beef,  and  pork,  biscuit 
of  all  kinds,  hams,  leather  and  manufactures  of 
leather,  and  nails  of  all  kinds. 

Foreign  vessels  are  admitted  into  Spanish  ports 
on  the  ^me  footing  thai  Spanish  vessels  are  ad- 
mitted inio  foreign  ports. 

5th.  With  Portu^l  your  committee  have  no' 
information  on  which  they  can  rely  relating  to 
out  commercial  intercourse.  Newregulationshave,,- 
they  believe,  been  made  respecting  importations,. 


le  articles  of  merchandise  lormerly  admit- 
w  prohibited.    The  policy  of  that  GoT- 


1  relat 


a  to- 


commerce,  wilt  be  liberal. 

With  the  Italian  Slates  our  commercial  rela- 
tions have  undergone  no  change,  within  the  knoW' 
ledge  of  the  committee. 

The  statement  of  exports  and  their  destination, 
which  will  form  part  of  this  report,  wilt  show  the 
value  of  our  exports  to  those  countries,  and  to  the 
ports  on  the  Adriatic  belonging  to  Austria. 

6lh.  RwHa — It  appears  by  the  Russian  tariff 
of  1816  that  no  duty  is  paid  on  cotton  imported 
into  Russia  in  American  ve&sels.  About  one-lhiid 
of  a  cent  per  pound  is  paid  on  rice,  and  about  four 
cents  per  pound  on  toWco;  on  cotton  yarn  and 
'  and  on  woollen  yarn  and  wool,  from  five  to 
and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem ;  on  while 
cotton  cloths,  woollen  cloths,  and  stuff  goods,  from 
fifteen  to  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  valorem;  on 
East  and  West  India  products,  generally,  the  duty 
is  probably  not  so  bign  as  upon  the  same  articles 
when  imported  into  tlie  United  Stales. 

7th.  Urtiwart.— The  importation  duty  is  half  as 
nuch  more  in  ships  not  privileged  as  it  is  in  priv- 
ileged ships.  Great  Britain,  Holland,  France, 
Prussia,  Spain,  Portugal,  Hamburgh,  and  Genoa 


have  treaties  with  Denmark ;  thei'r  vessel 
the  ports  of  Denmark  privileges  not  grantet 


|oy 
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Wi[h  ChiDB  the  American  trtde  is  inferier  to 
that  of  no  nation,  Qrent  Britstin  excepted ;  and 
her  best  informed  men  oa  tliat  subject  think  the 
tnde  of  the  United  States  with  China  is  obtaining 
the  ndrantage.  The  pramiuioD  to  British  mer- 
ehaaia  to  trvie  with  China,  and  to  import  into  the 
portn  of  foreion  Europe  the  productions  and  manu- 
notures  of  China,  with  the  ezcepcioD  of  tea^  is 
expressive  of  much  solicitude  in  regard  to  that 
tmd^  especially  as  doubts  miy  be  eutertained 
v^wtner  such  permission  doe*  not  csme  in  conftict 
with  the  charter  of  the  company  trading  to  China, 
wJiich  will  not  expirs  before  1834. 

With  [he  dominions  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
East  Indies,  vessels  of  the  United  States  are  per- 
mitted to  import  into  and  export  from  them  whai- 
erer  articles  of  merchandise  are  not  prohibited ; 
And,  by  the  coDTention  with  Qreat  Britain  already 
meaaooed,  the  United  States  are,  with  respect  to 
tJii»  trade,  put  on  the  footiog  of  the  most  favored 

The  ports  of  St  Andrew's  and  St.  John's  in 
Neiv  Brunswick,  the  port  of  Halifax,  in  Nova 
Scotia,  and  those  in  Bermuda,  were  made  free 
poit^  with  ifae  view  of  securing  lo  Great  Britain 
the  exclusive  trade  lo  her  West  India  islands. 
This  design  has  been,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter, 
defeated  by  the  act  of  the  15ih  of  May,  1830. 

In  the  ports  of  the  British  West  India  islands 
vessels  of  the  United  Slates  are  not  admitted. 

A  document  accompanying  ibe  report  of  the 
Gommticee  on  Foreign  Relations,  made  the  Sth  of 
Febniary,  181S,  stalen  that  "very  heavy  duties 
have  been  recently  imposed  in  the  British  West 
Indies  on  American  produce,  even  when  carried 
in  British  shipi."  "We  should  have  less 
to.  complain."  it  is  said  in  the  same  document  "Uf 
the  rigor  which  is  shown  towards  us  were  dealt 
out  in  equal  measure  to  other  oaiions.  But  this 
is  so  far  from  being  the  case,  that  vessels  under 
the  flag  of  an}' European  nation  having  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies  are  admitted,  under  certain  limita- 
tions as  tosizeand  the  nature  of  their  cargoes;  the 
latter  of  which,  however,  may  be  compoeed  of  the 
veiy  articles  generally  carried  from  the  United 
Stues,  as  well  as  of  indigo,  dyewoods,  specie.  Sea. 
And  what  must  appear  very  singular  in  the  con- 
doct  of  m  nation  aBeciing  extraordinary  morality 
in  its  public  as  welt  as  private  cbaraoier,  by  far 
tne- greater  part  of  the  commerce  carried  on  under 
this  admission  of  foreign  vessela  into  her  West 
Ipdia  islands,  is  indirect  contraveniionof  the  laws 
of  iba  respective  Governments  to  which  tbey  be- 
lOM." 

(Ma. — At  the  port  of  Havana,  tobacco,  beef, 
potk,  fish,  and  butter,  are  subjected  to  ■  duty  of 
aliout  thirty-rhtee  per  centum  on  a  valuation; 
lumber  and  naval  stores,  from  twelve  a  half  to 
twenty-one  and  a  half  per  centum  ad  valorem; 
floitf,  to  eight  dollars  and  sixty-two  and  a  half 
cents  per  barrel.  Tonnage  duty  the  same  as  Span- 
ish, vessels  pay  in  the  United  Stales. 

All  articles  of  American  produce  are  admitted 
into  the  ports  of  Porto  Rico  on  the  payment  of 
dnties  much  lower  than  those  paid  at  the  port  of 
Havana. 


Gvadaloupt. — Live  stock,  with  the  excqKion  of 
horses,  free.  Salted  beef  and  fi^  the  aversge 
duty  of  about  twenty  per  centum  ad  valorem.  Ail 
other  permitted  articles,  including  lumber,  naval 
stores,  leaf  lobaeco,  vegetables,  feather,  fish  ml, 
rice,  Indian  com,  and  Indian  meal,  pay  a  daty  of 
three  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Tonnage  dnty  and 
other  port  charges  on  the  vewel,  when  loaded  with 
lumber  only,  &ny'«even  cents;  bat  wben  loaded 

ith  other  articles,  eighty-seven  cents. 

It  is  believed  that  the  tame  article*  are  admit- 
ted, and  the  same  duties  are  paid  in  Martinique  a« 

Quadaloupe. 

Haj/ti.—U  is  also  believed  that  all  articles  of 


merchandise,  except  distilled  spirits,  are  adnuiied 
'  e  ports  of  Hayti,  and  that  the  dnties  are 
;aUy  about  equal  lo  fifteen  per  ceniDm  ad 


into  the  ; 


'alorem.  Tonnage  duty  and  other  charges  on 
the  veiisels,  from  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  to  two 
dollars  per  ton. 

Thomu. — The  tonnage  duty  and  other  charges 
on  the  vessel  do  not  exceed  fifty  cents,  if  that,  pet 
ton;  and  the  duty  oa  merchandise  imported  is 
very  low. 

3l.  Croix. — The  duties  on  the  produce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  from  five  to  ten  per  centnm  ad  va- 
lorem) except  on  articles  of  luxury,  which  pay  a 
duty  of  fifteen  per  centum  ad  valorem. 

iSt.  BarlholoiMw^i. — The  tonnage  duty  and  other 
charges  on  the  vessel  are  about  twenty  cents  per 
ton,  and  the  duty  on  merchandise  imparted  it 
very  low. 

At  St.  Etulaiia  and  Curapoa,  ail  the  prodads  of 
the  United  Slates  are  admitted  on  moderate  term*. 

Brasil. — Duties  on  merchandise  pay  iweBtT-A>nr 
per  centum  if  imported  in  American  veeada,  and 
nineteen  per  centum  whffli  imported  iD  Pon«U[«ea( 
vessels.  Tonnaae  duty  on  American  vewt£  ibe 
satne  as  that  on  Portuguase  vessels  in  the  Uaiud 
States. 

Your  committee  now  direct  your  aimboa  te 
tbe  act  of  Congress,  passed  April  18,  1818,  pro- 
hibiting  commercial  intercourse  beiweva  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indi*  islands  and  the  United  Statas  in 
British  vessels,  and  to  tbe  act  suppleBnentary  to 
tbe  above-mentioued  act,  passed  tlu  l&th^f  Maf, 
1820. 

To  understand  tbe  policy  of  the  Uni»d  States 
in  relation  to  ibis  subject,  it  is  aecasaaiy  lo  lesfc 
back,  to  revive  recollections,  and  to  cwnhiBe  Many 
circumstances  which  seem  to  have  escaped  e»- 
servaiion  with  many  in  forming  a  daejaion  csa 
subject  of  great  inieresl,  and  not  altogeclit*  fn* 
from  intricacy. 

When  the  convention  of  the  3d  of  July,  181S. 
was  under  consideration,  the  Qovernnaoit  of  the 
United  States  proposed  to  the  British  Cabinei  n- 
ciprocity  of  commerce  between  the  United  Sistn 
and  Great  Britain  and  her  dependeaciea.  Tbt 
propositions  were  urged  and  supported  with  fam 
andabilily.  As  the  British  West  Indies  are  ^ 
pendent  on  the  United  Slates  for  articlea  of  it; 
first  necessity,  and  as  tbey  can  get  tbo^e  artkk! 
only  from  them,  tbe  expectation  that  their  v«sai> 
sboold  participate  in  carrying  lo  the  ialands  ik 
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faoiate  of  the  Uniud  States  vas  reasoDabtp,  and 
ID  jiHtice  ought  lo  have  been  gratified. 

The  aifpimeut  that  the  ezpease  of  {vatecting 
and  defending  (he  islaoda  ahoold  gire  to  the  mu- 
thei  country  an  exclusiTe  commerce  with  tbem, 
would  be  just  and  tiue  only  when  the  supplies 
wanted  were  drawn  from  the  naliTe  resources  of 
(he  mother  cpuntiy ;  hut  to  claim  the  exclusive 
right  to  furnish  the  islands  with  the  produce  of 
other  countries,  is  a  claim  that  reason  and  con- 
science at  once  reject.  The  QoTfroment  of  (he 
United  States  is  likewise  bound  to  protect  and  de- 
fend the  rights  of  the  American  people;  and  th&l 
(he  means  of  defence  intrusted  to  its  management 
and  use  for  the  attainment  of  that  end  should 
not  be  diminished  lo  increase  those  of  any  nation, 
is  an  argument  still  stronger  in  faTor  of  this  Got- 
ernmenf,  bMBase  the  supplies  wan^d  for  the 
islands  are  to  be  obtained  from  the  resources  of  the 
Uaited  States.  The  British  Cabinet  refused  lo 
include  the  West  India  islands  in  the  convention. 
and  to  open  their  potis  to  vessels  of  the  United 
States.  The  convention  was  agreed  to,  and  reci- 
procity of  □evigation  and  tmde  wks  confined  to 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Dniled 
Sl&tes  and  His  Britannic  Majesty's  dominions  in 
Europe. 

Each  party  was  left  free  to  do  do  what  might 
seem  best  suited  to  its  interest  in  relation  to  the 
British  West  India  trade.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  saw  at  once  the  policy  which 
infioeoeod  the  British  Cabinet  in  excluding  the 
West  India  islands  from  participatjnz  in  the  reci- 
procity which  the  convention  established  in  favor 
of  the  British  dominions  in  Europe  with  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  policy  of  the  British  Cabinet 
was  to  destroy  the  equality  of  navigation  which 
that  convention  bad  establUhed  between  British 
and  American  vessel^and  thereby  to  obtain  the 
monopoly  in  favor  of  British  vessels  carrying  the 

E reduce  of  the  United  States  to  Great  Britain  and 
ei  dependencies,  and  lo  other  countries.  The 
British  Government  indtilged  the  hope  that  the 

Ktts  of  the  United  Stat«*  would  cantinueopen  lo 
r  vessels  engaged  in  th*  Weat  India  trade,  aud- 
that,  should  the  American  Government  continue 
them  open,  British  policy  would  attain  (he  end 
songfat.  The  chain  of  British  navigation  could 
not  be  entire  until  the  link  connecting  the  West 
India,  trade  with  the  United  States  in  Britith  bot- 
toms should  become  a  part  of  thai  chain. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  ate  emplored  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  West  India  colonies  about 
six  bundled  veauls.  They  go  from  (he  islands 
irilh  full  cargoes  to  Great  Britaia  ;  and  should 
the  trade  between  her  islands  and  the  United 
Stales  be  kept  open,  after  discharging  their  cat- 
goes  in  the  portsof  Great  Britain j  they  would  there 
take  in  any  part  or  pOTtion  of  a  cargo  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  the  freight  would  be  an  t^ject  for 
paying  seamen's  waxes,  their  subaistenet,  or  other 
expenses.  The  smallest  sum  would  be  a  saving, 
and  benefit  (he  navigation  so  employed.  On  ar- 
riving in  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales,  full 
freights  for  the  British  islands  or  other  places 
could  be  obtained.  -  Now,  it  mnat  be  evidoit  from 


this  view,  and  the  advantages  British  vessels 
would  have  over  the  American,  that  the  former 
would  be  enabled  to  reduce  the  freight  so  low 
between  the  United  Stales  and  GrcHt  Britain 
as  to  destroy  all  competition  with  her  vessels. 
In  other  words,  British  vessels  having  full  freights 
from  the  United  States  to  British  or  other  islands, 
and  from  the  islands  to  Great  Britain,  the  navi- 

Siting  interest  of  Great  Britain  would  have  it  in 
leir  power  to  drive  from  the  ocean  American 

Should  British  vessels,  after  landing  a  cargo  in 
the  islands  from  the  United  States,  not  finding 
one  there  for  Europe,  ihey  could  take  in  one  for 
the  United' States,  or  return  in  ballast  to  Charies- 
ton,  Savannah,  or  New  Orleans,  for  a  cargo  of 
cotton,rice,  or  tobaeco,  for  British  European  porlli^ 
or  to  any  into  which  British  vessels  are  admitted. 

Since  the  aforementioned  acts  of  navigation 
have  been  io  operation,  particularly  the  supple- 
mentary act  of  ihe  15th  ofMay,  1820,  British  ves- 
sels, after  landing  their  West  India  cargoes  in 
Brithh  European  ports,  are  obliged  to  return  lo 
theWe!>t  Indies  in  ballast.  The  committee  say 
in  ballast,  because  the  quantity  of  manufactures 
which  are  wanting  for  the  British  West  India 
islands  would  not  employ  the  sixtieth  part  of  those 
vessels. 

The  freight  of  the  cargo  from  the  West  Indies 
to  Great  Britain  must,  under  such  circumstances, 
be  liable  lo  a  considerable  deduction  for  the  ex- 
pense and  insurance  on  the  return  voy&ge.  Thus, 
the  West  India  planter,  having  no  choice  of  mar- 
kets by  the  restrictive  system,  and  being  compelled 
to  porchase  the  neces.-'Bries  of  life  and  lumber  at 
the  highest  prices,  and  to  sell  his  produce  low,  is 
momently  witnessing  the  ruin  of  his  fortune. 

But  it  nas  been  said,  with  a  view  to  render  the 
navigation  acts  unpopular,  that  fiou  and  bread- 
stuffs  are  imported  into  Great  Britain  from  the 
United  States,  and  shipped  from  ihenoe  to  the 
West  Indies,  by  wbleh  artifice  she  eludes  the  ef- 
fect of  the  navigation  acta. 

Without  stopping  to  refute  an  argument  that 
refutes  itself,  (for  the  price  of  the  articles  of  con- 
sumption, being  increased  by  Ihe  circuity  and 
length  of  the  voyage,  prove*  that  those  acts  have 
the  effect  intended  on  British  policy,)  y out  com- 
mittee will  take  the  argument  as  tme ;  and  what 
will  those  who  advanoe  it  gain  by  it  1  Vesaels  of 
the  United  States  are  admitted  into  British  Euro- 
pean ports,  by  the  convention  already  meniioued, 
on  an  et^ualily  with  British  venel*.  It  is  known, 
and  the  documents  accompanying  this  report  will 
prove  the  fact,  that  three-fourths  of  the  tonnage 
employed  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  belongs  to  the  United  Stales;  the  plain 
inference  from  this  fact  is,  that  American  vessels 
excluded  from  the  carriage  of  the  produce  of  the 
United  States  to  the  British  West  India  ports 
wilt  come  in  for  the  greatest  part  of  the  carrying 
trade  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain in  the  articles  in  that  way  destined  for  the 
British  West  India  markets.  If  this  be  the  pol- 
icy of  Great  Britain,  it  injures  her  islands,  and 
benefits  American  navigation. 
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TbuE  the  areument  fiils  to  aaawer  the  purpou  iaieoded.  But  the  whole  of  it  is  fallacioiu,  ud 
nothing  more  ie  Tequired  to  proTe  it  to  be  so  than  a  statement  of  facts.  The  docnmenia  aonesed 
prove  that,  from  the  1st  of  October,  1820,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1831,  lo  the  Suropean  pons 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  the  following  quantities  only  of  floor  and  biicuit  or  ship-bread  were 
■hipped,  viz : 


To  Eagland,  Hao,  and  Berwick     - 

ToSeodand 

TalraUmd. 

To  GoeniM;,  Jeraay,  Sark,  and  Alduney- 

ToOibnJtu 


To  th«  WMt  India 
(■lands*  other  than 
tboas  belonying  to 
Great  Biitiin. 


Barrels.       Value. 


Bairels.      Vain*. 


To  the  Britiafa  Ama- 


Indian  meal  -        -        -        • 
Rya  meal      ■        ■        ■        - 
Rya,  oati,  and  other  nnall  grain 
Bucnit  or  ihip-bread     - 


Tobacco,  minaftctnred 
Lnmbar,  Ac         .... 
Masts  and  qtar*    >        ■        -        - 
Tsr  and  pitdi,  roain  and  larpaDtiue 


93,lS3,S8t 
»96,7«1 
114,412 
391,843 
31,334 
30,486 
63.se3 
352,000 
67,760 
74S,14A 
14,801 
14,406 
474,4M 


954,86? 

38363 
11,163 
1,363 
3,446 
^^<30 

s,ue 

SS7 
103,843 


•4«^tM 
ttt,SS8 
69,330 
31,863 
39,383 
6,673 
11,703 
40,166 
16,667 
S16J>eS 


96,868,917 


Your  committee  will  now  present  this  sabject 
in  another  pom!  of  view.    Bntioh  navi^tion  en- 

J'oys,  in  the  trade  of  the  West  India  islands  be- 
onging  to  other  Powers,  the  same  adrantages 
ibat  the  American  does. 

Should  the  navigation  acta  of  1818  and  1820 
be  repealed,  Great  Britain  will  have,  in  favor  of 
her  navigation  between  the  United  States  and  her 
islands,  the  excltisive  trade.  It  has  been  shown 
before,  that,  by  such  a  repeal,  British  navigation 
would  secure  to  itself  the  exclusive  trade  between 
the  United  States  and  ibe  British  dominions  in 
Enrope,  as  well  as  the  additional  meaos  it  would 
thereby  acquire  of  supplanting  oara  in  the  porta 

*  See  docament  E  No.  1, 


Bment,  it  can  be  easily  corrected  by  advarting  lo 

of  otho'  European  nations,  with  which  it  roar 
enjoy  privileges  not  granted  to  ours.  From  aU 
these  advMitagea,  some  of  which  would  be  grats- 
iioudy  conferred  on  British  navigation,  your  com- 
mittee will  venture  to  ask,  what  chance  for  ti  fair 
competition  would  be  left  to  the  Ama-ican  ? 
MucD  has  been  said  in  favor  of  free  trade.  The 
American  Oovemment  desires  nothing  so  much. 
By  the  act  of  (he  3d  of  March,  1815,  a  free  trade 
was,  and  is  siill,  offered  by  tbe  same  act  to  every 
nation.  In  every  negotiation  on  the  subject  of 
commerce  it  has  been  proposed.  Can  the  Gov- 
ernment do  more  than  it  has  donet  Can  that  be 
called  a  free  trade  when  one  party  is  in  the  fiill 
enjoyment  of  emy  privilege,  and  the  other  is  not 
permitted  to  move,  from  restrictions  and  nrohibt- 
tions  imposed  on  him  ?    If  sach  can  be  dcoorai- 
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ntUcd  ft  free  trade,  words  hare  lost  their  common 
ineonii%  and  acceptatioD. 

This  sort  of  free  tnde  would  soon  prove  itself 
to  be  an  exclusive  one  io  favor  of  British  oaTiga- 
tioD.  It  would,  in  the  first  place,  throw  out  of 
emplofmrat  all  the  American  tonnage,  which  ia 
not  iacoDsiderable,  that  is  now  engaj^ed  in  the  in- 
diiect  trade;  and,  Kcondl^,  show  what  an  ''  — 


Q  thedirect  trade  to  the 


Ue pittance  wouldbe< 

West  India  islands  now  open  to  onr  navigation. 
From  the  manner  in  wfaicn  a  free  trade  is  often 
spoken  of,  an  inference  is  drawn  that  the  Ameri- 
can Government  restricts  American  navigation. 
Your  committee  take  this  occasion  to  say  that 
nothine  can  be  tnore  unjust  as  itr^rds  the  Ame- 
rican Government.  Your  committee  den^  that  a 
solitary  law  can  be  found  that  restricts  American 
navigation  in  any  trade  except  the  slave  trade; 
and  ihey  with  confidence  assert  that  American 
vessels  are  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  domestic  and 
foreign  produce  and  manufactures  to  an^  foreign 
port  wbalioever;  and,  if  Ameiican  navigation  is 
interdicted  an  entrance  into  any  forei^  port,  that 
that  interdiction  is  the  act  of  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, for  which  the  American  is  in  no  manner 
whatsoever  obnoxious  to  censure. 

Could  the  policy  which  theBritishGovnnment 
has  been  steadily  pursuing  be  matured  and  carried 
iato  operation,  from  the  apathy  of  nations  to  their 
tnte  interests,  it  would  give  her  the  ascendency 
over  every  nation  in  every  market  of  the  world. 

The  resources  of  every  nation  would  be  coa- 
Tcrled  by  that  Government  into  the  means  iff 
holding  it  in  vassalage.    If  Great  Britain  could 
acquire  such  advantages  in  fair  competition,  the 
American  Government  would  have  no   cause  to 
complain ;  but  to  suffer  her  to  acquire  those  ad- 
vantages by  her  cupidity,  and  from  her  restrictive 
system  on  AraericBQ  navigation,  wo  old  be,  on  the 
part  of  this  Government,  a  dereliction  of  every 
principle  of  sound  policy,  and  a  palpable  disregard 
of  the  interests  of  the  American  people.     In  en- 
-deavoring  to  place  the  American  navigation  on 
the  footing  of  reciprocity,  the  Government  is  di- 
rected by  a  policy  that  is  as  enlightened  as  it  is 
magDaoimons,  and,  should  it  not  countervail  the 
restrictive  systems  of  other  nations,  it  would  com- 
mit the  great  interests  of  navigation  and  com- 
merce to  the  guardianship  and  mercv  of  foreign 
Oovemments.    It  has  always  been  tne  desire  of 
the  American  Government  to  secure  to  the  cili- 
zeDs  of  the  United  States  an  even  chance  in  the 
race  of  competition,  by  giving  them  a  fair  start; 
if  they  shonld  lose  in  such  a  competition,  the  Gov- 
ernment would   be  elevated  above  censure.    It 
coald,  with  truth,  say  to  them,  you  have  had  se- 
cured to  you  equal  ground  in  the  contest  |  your 
country,  the  munificent  giA  of  God,  is  rich,  is 
abundant  in  resources;  your  Government  is  your 
oirn  creationj  it  is  considered  the  best  of  human 
institutions;  if  you  do  not  prosper  under  the  au- 
spices of  Heaven  and  the  nest  of  Governments, 
your  failure  in  success  must  arise  from  causes  the 
origin  of  which  it  is  neither  the  desire,  nor  tncli- 
Tiation,  nor  dnty  of  those  who  administer  it  to 


Many  considerations,  besides  those  mentioned, 
had  their  weight  In  determining  the  Government 
of  the  UnitedStates  to  counteract  the  restrictive 
system  of  Great  Britain.  The  ports  of  the  West 
India  islands  belonging  to  other  Powers  were  open 
to  American  vessels  and  produce.  To  allow  mit- 
ish  vessels  to  have  free  access  to  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  from  the  British  West  indies,  when 
the  ports  of  those  islands  are  interdicted  to  vesseli 
of  the  United  States,  would  not  only,  as  has  been 
observed,  be  an  abandonment  of  the  principles  of 
ft  free  and  liberal  commerce,  but  a  procedure  so 
impolitic  as  might  induce  other  nations,  which 
now  allow  American  vessels  to  resort  to  their 
ports  with  American  produce,  to  adopt  the  exclu- 
sive and  monopolizing  polic;^  of  Great  Britain. 

Every  nation  is  endeavoring  to  encourage  its 
own  navigation  and  industry,  and  to  bring  into 
operation  and  use  the  treasures  which  the  bounty 
of  Providence  has  bestowed.  Were  the  United 
Stales  to  submit  passively  to  British  restrictioiu, 
could  they  complain  if  other  nations  having  islands 
in  the  West  Indies  should  shut  their  ports  against 
American  vessels  carrying  to  them  American  pio' 
duce  1  It  is  urged  by  some  that,  if  British  vessels 
were  permitted  to  come  to  the  ports  of  the  United 
States,  a  better  price  could  be  obtained  for  Atner- 
ican  produce.  This  is  but  a  conjecture,  and  Gov- 
ernment would,  in  changing  or  modifying  its 
Klicy,  deserve  justly  the  reprobation  of  an  mlel- 
jent  people  were  it  to  act  from  mere  conjecture. 
But,  admitting  that  a  small  advance  in  the  price 
of  a  few  articles  should  be  the  result,  would  the 
American  people,  who  cherish  the  fondest  and  the 
purest  affection  for  their  country — would  this 
people,  the  descendants  of  those  who  sacrificed 
every  personal  and  selfish  consideratioD  for  the  in- 
dependence and  good  of  their  common  country, 
for  B  gain,  at  most,  of  a  very  few  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  abandon  just  and  fair  principles  of 
commerce— -principles  which  other  nations,  by  the 
invitation  of  this  Government,  have  adopted,  and 
which  are  now  in  successful  experiment;  injure 
greatly,  if  not  vitally,  American  navigation ;  para- 
lyze the  naval  arm  of  defence ;  subject  the  nation 
to  the  loss  ot  millions  of  dollars,  and,  what  ia 
worth  more  than  the  wealth  of  worlds,  to  the  loss 
of  national  character?  These  sacrifices,  your 
committee  believe,  they  will  never  consent  to 
make  when  they  shall  fully  understand  the  sub- 
ject in  all  its  various  ana  important  relations: 
when  they  shall  see  that  such  abandonment  of 
principles  is  required  for  the  purpose  of  permitting 
the  British  West  India  islands  to  be  supplied  di- 
rectly with  the  produce  of  the  United  Stales  in 
British  vessels,  instead  of  their  being  supplied  cii- 
cuitously  or  indirectly  in  American  vessels.  The 
British  islands  now  procure  most  ol  their  supplies 
indirectly  from  the  islands  open  to  American  nav- 
igation; and  it  is  believed  by  the  most  intelligent 
and  experienced  merchants  in  this  country  that 
very  little  more  produce  would  be  shipped  to  the 
British  islands  were  the  American  ports  open  to 
British  vessels.  The  tonnage  of  the  United  States 
now  employed  in  the  West  India  trade  is  consid- 
erable.   From  the  Ist  of  October,  1S20,  to  the  30th 
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of  September.  1631,  the  tooDage  departing  from 
the  portE  of  toe  Uiuted  States  to  the  porb  in  the 
West  India  islands  open  to  OUT  DavigAlioasDMHint- 
ed  to  329,360  tons,  nnd  the  tonnage  entering  the 
American  ports  durioK  the  same  year  to  312,800 
too);  and  the  Tstue  of  the  exports  to  the  islands 
irith  which  American  ve-ijels  trade,  as  stated  by 
the  Treasury  Departmeitt,  for  the  year  endiBg  on 
the3QlhofSepleiDber,lS21,a[aouDtsto^,558|367, 
besides  the  value  of  produce  shipped  to  British 
islands,  to  the  amount  of  tS64,63S. 

No  just  estimate  can  be  made,  fiom  the  value 
of  the  produce  exporied  to  the  West  India  tslands 
previous  to  the  war  declared  by  the  Untied  State* 

S;ainst  Great  Britain,  tutd  during  the  vi»t  in 
urope,  because  the  naval  and  toilitary  forces 
which  the  belligerents  wei«  compelled  to  hare  in 
those  seas,  and  to  garrison  ibe  forts  in  their  re- 
spective possessions,  required  an  unusual  quantity 


of  the  produce  of  Ibe  United  Slates  ttx  tbeii  tue 
and  consumption ;  and  as  little  reliance  can  he 
placed  DB  an  estimate  made  on  the  ivoduce  ei- 
poTt«d  10  those  islands  in  1817  and  1818,  becsuK 
those  years  wereyears  of  great  scarcity.  In  1817, 
the  aTerage  jviee  of  Sour  for  that  year  exceeded 
elcTcn  doBaiB  per  barrel  in  the  United  Stues ;  and 
for  Ibe  year  1U8.  the  average  of  the  sane  artick 
ezceedu  nine  doUars  per  barrel,  aUo  in  l^  United 
States.    Other  articles  rose  likewiK  in  valoe. 

These  are  facta,  and  with  dispasaioBate  and  le- 
fiecting  men  will  A&ve  the  influence  they  daern. 

The  trade  with  the  British  islands  bas  been 
magnified  much  beyond  its  intrinsic  value.  In 
the  yeai  1816.  Sfitish  navigation  had,  between 
the  British  islands  and  the  United  Stales,  the 
possession  of  that  trade.  In  that  year  (he  impor- 
tations into  the  United  States  were: 


IMPOETATIOHS. 


Whence  import*). 

Ron. 

""- 

0^.     \ 

Sag... 

From  the  West  India  isluids  aliierlhan  the  British 
Ttota  Btaril,  ic. 

OaUoM. 
2,BM,tM 
S,689 

Gallon*. 
7,»84,4I7 
a6e,W4 

Poand*.      ! 

S«,046,7a6 

306,961  1 

FMmdi. 

41,709.BM 

From  the  British  West  Indies  and  Anerieu  colonies 

8,666,729 
1,787,841 

7,690,401 
681^98 

22,366,696  \ 
1,976,110  1 

43,«NtO» 
6,«93,488 

or  ohioh  there  were  imported  from  Great  BriUiD 

*,8a4.B70 

8,668,170 

127,7M 

«,871,BSB 

9,086.98! 

26,669 

34,331,806  i 

31,373,669 

169,874  ' 

49,S3JI,SM 

69,ai3,8SS 

334,631 

NoTi. — 8m  doGonteut  D  No,  1. 

These  facts  speak  a  plain  and  intetligible  Ian- 

Saage ;  they  have  neither  art  nor  deception  in 
lem.  It  should  neither  escape  the  recollection 
of  men  in  search  of  truth,  that,  besides  the  mar- 
kets of  the  West  India  islands,  which  ate  open  to 
American  commerce,  tho.w  of  the  cootiaeot  of 
America  south  of  Ibe  United  Stales  are  likewise 
Open,  and  will  continue  to  be  so,  to  American  en- 
terprise ;  that  some  parts  of  the  United  Slates  al- 
ready supply  our  markets  with  sugar,  molasses, 
and  rum.  The  average  annual  quantity  of  sugar 
made  in  Louisiana  is  eatimated  at  twenty  milUoos 
of  pounds.  In  a  few  years  more,  the  sugar  made 
in  the  United  States  will  be  itearly  equal,  if  not 
quite,  to  the  home  consumption.  It  should  also 
be  home  in  mind  (and  the  facts  above  stated 
prore  the  position  taken)  that  we  are  daily  be- 
comiog  more  independent  of  the  British  West  In- 
dies, and  likewise  of  the  islands  belonging  to  other 
Powers,  while  all  those  islands  will  remain  de- 
pendent on  the  United  States  for  supplies  of  the 
first  necessity.    (See  document.) 

American  statesmen  should  recollect  that,  by  a 
late  treaty  with  Spain,  East  and  part  of  West 
Florida  now  form  no  inconsiderable  portion  of 


of  the  United  Stales,  and  that  ih^ 
contain  millions  of  aeiea  of  fine  lands  adapted  lo 
the  growth  of  sugar  cane ;  but,  what  is  uf  the 
greatest  political  impottanoe,  (hose  territories  have 
urge  and  commodious  ports  for  the  AnericaB 
navy,  that  they  abound  in  the  finest  ship  timber, 
and  that,  from  their  geognpbiCBl  poaiUon,  (Imt 
give  the  United  States  the  liberty  and  ofportnnitf 
of  looking  into  the  West  India  ])orU,  and  oi  sae- 
ing  the  trade  of  the  most  noductire  aad  raloahle 
islands  in  those  «eas  [wss  by  their  shoies. 

The  effects  of  penniltiDgBiitijih  vessdstoeater 
the  nuts  of  the  United  States,  whoi  the  ports  of 
the  British  West  Indies  are  snut  against  the  en- 
trance of  American  vessels,  have  been,  in  genenl 
terms,  mentioned.  Your  comouiiee  will  now,  in 
a  more  specific  manner,  show  the  magniinde 
of  the  interests  that  will  be  injared,  and  vii^l^. 
too,  by  a  repeal  of  the  navigation  aots.  This 
they  cannot  do  in  a  better  way  than  b^  making  a 
plam  statement  of  the  interests  that  wdl  beafleet- 
ed^  accompanied  with  such  remarks  as  natoraDy 
arise  from  the  subjects  under  coo lideraiion.  The 
tonnage  of  the  United  Slate*,  including  thai  ai' 
ployed  in  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade  and  the 
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fishain,  cannot  at  this  time  be  TBloed  at  len  tkui 
$40,000,000.  But  who  will  renture  to  estimate 
its  political,  its  national  Talue?  "  The  American 
tonnage  employed,"  says  Dr.  Seyberl,  "  in  the 
foidga  trade  from  1795  to  1801,  both  yean  ineln- 
■ive,  amounted,  in  the  aggregate,  to  4^644,314 
tons,  01  649,187  tons  per  annum ;  the  profits  on  it, 
if  eilcutated  at  the  tale  of  $50  per  ton  for  the 
average  aaoual  valae  of  freight  out  and  borne,  wi 
voyages  of  every  description,  must  have  pro- 
dncea  for  freight  alone  $32,459,350  p«i  annnm." 


b«ve  *«tiired  into  the  witers  of  the  United 
States  J  nor  wonld  the  Oovemment  have  been 
under  tbe  necessity  of  ineurring  enormous  expen- 
ditaree,  and  sDbjecting  the  citizens  lo  severe  and 
coandess  privations. 

8uoh  considerations  as  these  impress  vour  com* 
mittee  with  a  conriclion  that  ^ey  saonld  not 
rashly  condemn  a  policy  which  was  adapted  after 
much  deliberation,  with  a  unanimity  uncommon 
in  matters  of  sach  importance  and  interest,  which 
has  been  persevered  in  with  the  same  spirit  in 

'  ■  "    '  t  this  ti 


In  a  note  on  this  pasaage,  it  is  said  that  tbe  above  i  ^hich  it  originated,  and  which  is  at 

estimate  for  >he  gain  for  freight  is  a  moderate    after  full  eipeiience  to  test  its  wisdom,  gencraUy 

allowance ;  intelligent  merchants  have  calcula led  I  approved. 

is  aa  high  as  870  per  ton   on   voyages  of  every  '      ^,     „  .     ,  „  ,  .      , 

description.    From  the  1st  of  OotXr,  1820,  to  :  „  The  United  States  possess  from  tbe  boonty  of 

the  80th  of  September,   1821,  765,098  tons  ef  i  Pf'*"4?'.«  ."'=  Shiest  advantages.    Noi^twi 

American  vessel*,  emnloved  in  the  foreign  trade,    t"  wUhinitseirmore  ample  mains  of  aelf-sab- 


From  the  1st  of  October,  1820,  lo  „  •■"!%  ^i"™  °"'""'  hu»™ 
September,  1821,  765,098  tons  ef  i  ffovidaice  ibe  greatest  ady 
ssels,  employed  in  the  foreign  trade,  t**  wUhin  jtsell  more  ampl, 
pons  of  the  United  SMtes;  ud    sislenoe.     Variety  of  climate 


entered  ihe  ports 
804,947  Ions, engaged  in  the  foreign  tntde^  depart- 
ed therefrom.  Your  committee  are  desirous,  in 
all  their  estimates,  to  keep  moderation  in  view; 
OS  such,  they  prefer  making  their  estimates  lower 
than  either  factf  or  cireumstances  justify.  They 
cannot  persuade  themselves  that  the  present  an- 
nual gain  for  freight  can  be  fairly  estimated  at 
much  less  than  ^,000.  No  estimate  is  made 
fbi  the  freight  carried  by  661,118  tons  of  vessels 
eni^oyed  in  the  coasiing  trade  and  fisheries. 

This  interest,  this  national  interest,  your  com- 
mittee humbly  renreseni,  is  too  great  to  be  endan- 
gered for  a  good  barely  in  contemplation  ;  and 
were  it  a  real  one,  its  acquisition  would  be  loo 
dearly  [mrcbased  by  the  sacrifice  of  so  great  a 
national  interest. 

n  navigation  is  the  noreery  of  Ameri- 
01,  and  tbe  true  iat^est  of  this  nation 


reqoires  that  ii  should  be  encouraeed 
lEicted.    Shoold  it  be  greatly  injured  by 

r  Nt 


tian  of  any  impolilic  measure,  oor  Navy  would 
be  vanqoished,  not  by  British  prowcts,  but  by 
Briiish  policy.  Oor  seamen,  the  artificers  of 
commercial  wealth  in  p«iee,  and  in  war  thein- 
trepid  defenders  of  their  country's  honor  and 
ri^ts,  would  be  driven  to  seek  employment  and 
suoBMieaee  from  the  enemies  of  ueir  counlvy. 
Oor  shipwrights,  and  all  artists  coaneeted  with 
tbe  art  and  mystery  of  shipbaiMinff  and  oavigB- 
tion,  would  be  by  necessity  compeUed  to  migrate 
to  distant  lands,  and  earn  in  some  other  vooation 
their  pittance  of  bread. 

The  Atlantic  States  would,  in  having  thur  se- 
curity and  enierprise  diminished  and  ciroamscribed. 
lose  their  population,  and  the  entrance  into  nnij 
tbe  departure  from  every  river  and  bay  in  th« 
United  Slates,  fiom  the  Pasiamaquoddy  to  tfat 
Sabine,  mieht  be  interdicted  to  American  vessels 
by  a  few  ships  of  war  belonging  to  any  Power 
hostile  to  tbe  United  States.  The  espenditiires 
for  the  service  of  the  militia  during  the  last  war 
^reie  immense,  and  the  duties  imposed  during 
that  war  on  the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  op- 
pressive and  burdensome.  Had  the  United  StMes 
at  that  time  strong  fortifications  at  proper  points, 
and  an  ^dent  Navy,  a  few  British  sbipe  of  war, 
with  a  sttiall  Boating'  military  force,  wonld  never 


Variety  of  climates  and  soils  favorable 
agriculture  in  its  greatest  extent,  raw  materials 
without  stint  for  manufactures,  and  numeions  nav- 
igable riversfor  transportation, arethcirs.  Abound- 
ing in  productions  of  every  sort,  they  have  ^the 
means  that 'can  be  desired  for  extensive  com- 
merce. And  it  becomes  with  them  an  inrportant 
consideration  to  secnie  to  their  produce  ana  muiB- 
factures,  under  all  circa msiances,  a  Mfe  and  ready 
transporiation  in  their  own  vessels  to  markela  at 
which  they  shall  be  in  demand.  If  we  give  up  the 
transportation  of  ihem  to  other  nations,  the  con- 
sequence will  be  a  depression  of  their  price ;  be- 

nation  that  has  a  superior  navy,  when 

IS  of  Europe  shall  be  at  war,  will  have 
another  mode  the  monopoly  of  our  pro- 
duce, and  the  mesne  of  dejurivii^  ottt  manvnie- 
turee  of  a  foreign  market.  The  nation  that  can. 
by  its  naval  power,  command  oar  market,  wfll 
prevent  competition,  bny  cheap,  and  sell  even  to 
Its  enemy,  at  high  prices,  onr  produce,  aa  Cheat 
Britain  did  during  the  last  European  war  to 
France.  In  a  former  part  of  this  report  the  aiq>- 
tures  of  American  vessels  with  their  cargoes  «s 
stated,  and  the  transit  duties  we  were  compeUad 
to  pay  Great  Britain  for  a  licenae  to  trade  with 
other  foreign  nations,  miut  be  recollected  with  in- 
dignant feelings  by  every  man  who  hoaon  and 
loves  bis  country. 

To  poMess  the  means  of  transportation  is  to  ns 
an  Invaluable  right.  To  enjoy  it,  it  is  oolv  ne- 
oeseary  to  rely  on  the  resources  which  Provioenee 
fan*  bestowed.  A  nation  may  be  strong  on  land 
and  feeble  on  the  ocean  ;  and  another  may  be  the 
reverse,  comparatively  feeUe  on  tbe  land  and 
powerful  on  the  ocean.  Great  Britain,  compared 
widi  Prance,  affords  an  apposite  instance ;  bet 
wealth,  the  product  of  laaaufaetures  and  com- 
merce, and  her  naval  preponderance,  gave  her  the 
ascendency  in  ber  late  contest  with  France,  en- 
abling her  to  orerthrow  a  colossal  Power  that  at 
one  time  dictated  law  to  continental  Gorope. 
These  are  hislorioal  facts,  and  mentioned  for  so 
iavidions  parpose,  bnt  to  show  that  our  physical 
and  moral  force,  bow  great  soever  it  may  be,  if 
confined  to  land,  will  not  eive  those  advantages 
that  are  essential  to  agricultaral,  raanufaclDring, 
and  commercW  prosperitjr- 
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A  navy,  efficieoi,  but  not  Urge,  would  secure 
every  beoefil  that  we  could  desire. 

Wheusoerer  ibe  natioos  of  Europe  shall  engage 
in  war,  the  cooscioasDesa  ibal  our  power  ibrown 
into  (he  scale  of  either  party  noulj  give  lo  that 
.scale  into  which  it  should  be  Ibrowu  the  prepon- 
derance, will  be  sensibly  fell  in  llie  comity  ob- 
serred  towards  u$,  and  in  the  security  with  which 
our  commerce  would  move.  Our  produce  and 
manufactures  would  always  have  a  ready  and 
safe  transportation.  Our  vessels  would  go,  in 
peace  oi  m  war,  uninterrupted  everywhere,  be 
welcomed  into  every  port,  and,  having  the  i" 
keis  of  the  civilized  world  opened  lo  ibeir  aci 
would  bring  our  produce  and  manufactures 
demand,  raise  their  price,  and  (what  is  no  little 
adraniage^  insure,  as  far  as  that  is  attainable, 
steadiness  in  the  markets. 

These  remarks  are  made,  not  only  because  your 
committee  deem  them  worthy  of  consideration, 
'  but  with  a  view  of  drawing  public  attention  to 
the  able  report  made  lo  Con&ress  in  the  year 
1791,  under  the  presidency  of^ Washington,  by 
Thomas  Jefferson,  then  Secretary  of  Slate,  on 
the  snbject  of  navigation  and  commerce.  The 
Tiews  then  taken  are  so  just  and  applicable  to  the 
present  Btate  of  things,  that  your  commillee  beg 
leave  lo  cite  so  much  an  has  a  bearing  on  the  sul^ 
ject  now  tinder  consideration,  and  to  make  the 
same  a  part  of  this  report. 

"Our  commerce  is  certainly  of  a  character  lo 
entitle  it  to  favor  in  most  countries.  The  com- 
modities we  offer  are  either  necessaries  of  life,  or 
materials  for  manufacture,  or  convenient  subjects 
of  revenue ;  and  we  take  in  exchange  either  man- 
ufactures, when  they  have  received  the  last  finish 
of  art  and  industry,  or  mere  laiuries.  Such 
ciutomers  may  reasonably  eipect  welcome  and 
friendly  treatment  at  every  market — customers, 
too,  whose  demands,  increasing  with  their  wealth 
and  population,  must  very  shortly  give  full  em- 
ployment to  the  whole  industry  of  any  nation 
whatever,  in  any  line  of  supply  they  may  ge(  into 
the  habit  of  calling  for  from  it. 

"  But  should  any  nation,  contrary  to  our  wish- 
ei,  suppose  it  may  better  6nd  its  advantage  by 
continuing  its  system  of  prohibitions,  duties,  and 
regulations,  it  behoovea  us  to  protect  our  citizens, 
theit  commerce  and  navigation,  by  cot)nter-pro- 
hibitioDs,  duties,  and  regulations,  also.  Free  com- 
merce and  navigation  are  not  to  be  given  in  ex- 
cbange  for  restrictions  and  vexations ;  nor  are 
they  likely  to  produce  a  relaxation  of  them. 

"  Our  navigation  involves  still  higher  consider- 
ations. As  a  branch  of  industry,  it  is  valuable; 
but  as  a  resource  of  defence,  essential. 

"  Its  vidue  as  a  branch  of  industry  is  enhanced 
by  the  dependence  of  so  many  other  branches  on 
it    In  limes  of  general  peace,  it  multiplies  com- 

Cetitors  for  employment  in  transportation ,  and  so 
eeps  that  at  its  proper  level;  and  in  times  of 
war,  that  is  to  say,  wnen  those  nations  who  may 
be  our  principal  carriers  shall  be  at  war  with  each 
other,  if  we  nave  not  within  ourselves  the  means 
of  transportation,  our  produce  must  be  exported  in 
belligerent  vessels,  at  the  increased  expense  of, 


war  freight  and  insurance,  and  the  articles  wbieb 
will  not  bear  that  must  perish  on  our  hands. 

"  But  it  is  a^  a  resource  of  defence  that  out 
navigation  will  admit  neither  neglect  nor  for beu- 
ance.  The  position  and  circumstances  of  the 
United  States  leave  them  nothing  to  fear  on  that 
landboard,  and  nothing  to  desire  beyond  that 
present  rights ;  but,  on  their  seaboard,  they  Vf 
open  to  injury,  and  they  have  there,  too,  a  com- 
merce which  muiil  be  protected.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  possessing  arespectablebodyof  eitiza 
seamen,  ana  of  artists  and  establishments  in  read- 
iness for  shipbuilding. 

"  Were  the  ocean,  which  is  the  common  pnqK 
eity  of  all,  open  to  the  industry  of  all,  so  that 
every  person  and  vessel  should  be  free  lo  take  em- 
ployment wherever  it  could  be  found,  the  United 
Stales  would  certainly  not  set  the  example  of 
appropriating  to  themselves  exclusively  any  pci- 
tion  of  the  common  slock  of  occapation-  Tne} 
would  rely  on  the  enterprise  and  activity  of  theit 
citizens  for  a  due  participation  of  the  benefits  of 
the  seafaring  busineiis,  and  for  keeping  the  marine 
class  of  citizens  equal  to  theit  objecL  But,  if 
particular  nations  grasp  at  imdue  shares,  and, 
more  especially,  if  they  seize  on  the  means  of  tlit 
United  Slates  to  convert  Ihem  into  aliment  foi 
their  own  strength,  and  withdraw  thetn  entire- 
ly from  the  support  of  those  to  whom  they  be- 
long, defensive  and  protecting  measures  become 
necessary  on  the  part  of  the  nation  'whoae  marine 
resources  are  thus  invaded,  or  it  will  be  disarmed 
of  its  defence;  its  productions  will  beatthemeiey 
of  the  nation  which  has  possessed  itself  exelo- 
sively  of  the  means  of  carryins  them,  and  ib, 
politics  may  be  influenced  by  tnose  who  com- 
mand its  commerce.  The  carriage  of  oar  own 
commodities,  if  once  established  in  another  chan- 
nel, cannot  be  resumed  at  the  moment  we  miy 
desire.  If  we  lose  the  seamen  and  artists  whom 
occupies,  we  lose  the  present  mean^  o{ 
marme  defence,  and  time  will  be  requisite  to  raise 
up  others,  when  disgrace  or  losses  shall  bring 
home  to  our  feelings  the  error  of  having  aban- 
doned them.  The  materials  for  maintainmg  our 
due  share  of  navigation  are  ours  in  abundance ;  and 
as  to  the  mode  of  using  them,  we  hare  only  tc 
adopt  the  principles  of  those  who  thus  put  us  oa 
the  defensive,  or  others  equivalent  and  better 
fitted  to  our  circumstances." 

The  memorials  and  resolutions  which  have 
been  referred  to  the  committee  have  received  the 
consideration  due  to  them.  They  find  that  the 
prominent  objections  contained  in  ihem  to  the 
act  of  the  18th  of  April,  1S18,  and  the  supple- 
mentary act  of  the  15tfa  of  May,  1820,  are  as 
follows : 

1st.  That  the  operation  of  those  acts  injures 
materially  the  agriculture  of  the  Southero  Stale. 

2d.  That  the  policy  pursued  by  the  GflTem- 
leot  of  the  United  States  will  occasion  the  los 


to  them  of  the  British  West  India  market,  by 
compelling  the  British  Government  to  procure 
supplies  for  the  islands  in  other  countries. 

3d.  That  the  system  of  countervailiDg  British 
restrictions  has  been  tried,  and  found  ibefflcient 
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TiDK  the  fiial  objection,  yoar 
early,  if  not  four-fiitbs  of  tl 
_.  the  West  India  islands  other 

beloDging  to  Great  Britain,  rrom  tbe  Isl  October, 
1820,  to  tbe  30th  September,  18S1,  scoording  (o 
the  statement  made  in  page  2247,  appenis  to  be  the 
produce  of  the  Soathem  States  ;  and  if  the  gene- 
ral Tiews  taken  by  your  committee  be  jnat, 
Slates  in  thii  Union  are  more  interested  in  i 
encouragemetit  of  American  narigaiioo,  or  require 
more  an  efficient  navy  to  protect  iheir  exposed 
maritime  frontier,  than  the  Southern  States.  Yoar 
committee  farther  state  that  everv  attention  to 
defend  the  maritime*  frontier,  by  the  erection  of 
competent  fortifications,  has  been  bestow^,  and 
that  large  contracts  for  timber  for  naral  purnoses, 
and  expenditures  of  mone^,  have  been  made  for 
navy  yards,  and  for  building  ships  of  war  there. 
In  short,  in  every  instance  has  the  OoTernment  of 
the  United  States  shown  its  solicitude  and  care 
for  their  permanent  welfare  and  prosperity. 

Your  committee  areof  opinion  that  they  cannot 
give  to  all  the  objections  abore  mentioned  an  an- 
swer more  satisfactotv  than  is  contained  in  tbe 
petition  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Granada, 
unanimously  adopted  in  July,  1821,  to  the  British 
Hanse  of  Commons ;  tbe  representations  and  rea- 
sons therein  set  forth  and  urged  by  the  petitioners 
being  in  perfect  accordance  with  those  made  and 
nrgCKi  by  Jamaica  and  other  islands  on  the  subject 
of  their  grievances. 

As  those  islanders  may  be  presumed  to  under- 
stand their  own  interest,  and  to  know  beat  their 
wants,  and  the  coaDtrieH  on  which  they  are  de- 
pendant for  their  supplies,  your  committee  think 
they  cannot  reader  any  service  to  their  coanity 
more  acceptable  or  better  adapted  to  the  diffusion 
of  correct  information,  than  to  give  the  views 
which  those  islanders  have  drawn  of  their  situa- 
tion. Their  sufferings  and  feelings,  expressed  in 
theit  own  style  and  manner,  afford  the  best  evi- 
dence that  can  be  offered  that  the  aforementioned 
navigation  acts  are  producing  the  eflects  intended, 
and  tliat  out  countervailing  policy  is  in  direct  op- 

Eisition  to  the  predictions  uttered,  rendering  the 
ritish  West  India  islands  worse  than  usdess  to 
Great  Britain. 

"  ThtpaUwn  of  tht  LtgitUUift  CoiumI  and  Geaerai 
AitgaMy  of  Granada  and  iU  deptndmcia  humHy 

"  That,  from  causes  which  we  respectfaUr  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  Parliament,  the  island  of  Gran- 
ada, in  common  with  the  other  West  India  colo- 
Dies,  is  now  redoced  to  a  state  of  the  greatest  dis- 
tros.  With  all  deference,  we  submit  our  case  to 
tbe  consideration  of  tbe  honorable  House  of  Com' 
moos,  trusting  that,  in  its  solicitude  for  the  gener- 
al welfare,  it  will  not  be  insensible  to  the  hard- 
ships we  lie  nnder,  and  to  the  difficulties  with 
which  we  have  to  contend  ;  and  we  firmly  rely  on 
itn  wisdom  and  justice  to  afford  us  the  relief  that 
is  absolutely  necesiary  to  save  us  from  impend- 

■'  The  sources  of  our  present  distress  may  be 
classed  under  two  heads.     The  first  is  the  almost 
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ted  States  oi  America,  by  which  we  are  prevented 
from  receiving,  at  moderate  prices,  the  productions 
of  the  States,  and  are  deprived  of  an  extensive 
market  for  our  rum  and  molasses,  which  are  read- 
ily received  iit  barter  for  the  supplies  with  wtkieh 
they  furnished  ns.  The  second  sonrce  is  the  de- 
pressed state  of  those  markets  for  our  staple  com- 
modities to  which  we  are  allowed  access.  It  is  a 
fact  which  we  believe  no  attempt  will  now  be 
made  to  controvert,  that  the  sugar  colonies  are 
dependant  on  the  United  States  of  America  for 
a  great  part  of  the  supplies  they  require  of  dry 
provisions,  staves,  and  lumber  of  all  sorts;  and 
that  although  part  of  these  may  be  furnished  by 
our  own  northern  States,  yet  of  some  kinds  they 
are  altogether  destitute,  and  snob  as  tbey  do  pro- 
duce cannot  be  purchased  from  them  on  such 
favorable  terms  as  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
American  Slates  in  barter.  In  the  years  1610, 
1611,  and  181S,  when  American  vessels  were  ad- 
itted  into  oar  ports,  lumber  and  staves  of  all 
kinds  were  to  be  purchased  at  a  price  little  exceed- 
ing one-half  of  that  which  we  at  present  pay, 
whilst  for  out  rum,  which  we  deliver  m  barter,  we 
received  about  one-fourth  more  than  we  do  now. 
On  the  restoration  of  peace  with  the  United  States 
we  were  tolerably  well  supplied,  as  long  as  British 
vessels  from  these  islands  were  admitted  into  our 
ports;  and  we  did  not  experience  any  great  diffi- 
culty even  after  tbe  passing  of  the  n on- intercourse 
act,  so  long  as  our  rum  was  received  in  barter,  hut 
were  supplied  through  our  own  free  ports,  though 
at  advanced  prices,  until  the  passing  of  the  sup- 
plementary act,  on  tbe  20th  May,  1890,  which 
prohibits  the  importation  into  the  United  Slates 
from  the  British  provinces  and  free  porta  of  all  ar- 
ticles the  produce  of  the  Bri  tish  West  India  islands ; 
the  consequence  of  which  is,  that  the  barter  trade 
is  now  completely  at  an  end.  All  purchases  of 
American  articles,  whetber  made  in  our  northern 
provinces  or  in  Bermuda,  must  be  made  with  mu- 
ner  or  bills  of  exchange,  which  again  must  be  pro- 
viaed  for  bv  remittances  to  England.  We  do 
further  beg  leave  respectfully  to  represent,  that  the 
British  North  Amencan  provinces  afibrd  no  mar- 
ket for  our  rum  further  than  their  own  consump- 
tion; and  that  the  whole  of  this,  including  New- 
foundland and  tbe  fisheries,  has  been  correctly 
ascertained  to  be  under  twenty-five  thousand  pun- 
cheons per  annum — about  the  produce  of  two  of 
the  small  islands.  It  is,  therefore,  evident  that, 
were  the<e  provinces  even  capable  of  supplying 
our  want^  we  could  not  pnichue  from  tbem,  from 
their  inability  to  take  off  our  produce  in  payment. 
But  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brans- 
wick  produce  no  pitch  pine,  very  little  red  oak,  and 
scarcely  any  white  oak  timber;  and  they  at  limes 
are  dependant  on  Canada  and  the  Sutes  for  flour 
and  otter  dry  provisions  for  their  support.  The 
Canadas,  it  is  true,  produce  consideraote  quanti- 
ties of  timber  Buitabie  to  ourpurposes,  but  thelabor 
of  preparing  and  bringing  them  to  market  is  very 
great,  which,  with  iBe  length  and  difficulty  of 
navigation,  and  consequent  additional  froghl  and 
other  charges,  enhances  the  cost  to  nearly  double 
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of  that  i^cti  is  now  imparted  in  the  Uinited  States  tial  rwource*,  I  deem  it  niy  doty  to  recommaid  ihe 
1^  free  porta.  And  it  i«  alio  to  be  uken  iato  ae-  aabject  to  ihe  conskleiBtion  of  CotigTes»,wtioTiU 
eoimt  tbat  the  navigation  of  the  Si.  Lawtenee  is  |  donbden  pcrceiTe  all  the  adTantages  which  nq 
shut  Dp  foi  nearly  half  a  year.   With  all  deference  j  be  expcdeid  Irotn  an  inhibitioB  of  Uie  departnt  of 


and  humiUty  we  beg  leaiTe  to  represent  that,  u  a 
constitoent  part  of  ihe  empire,  we  are  emiitled  to 
an  equal  abate  of  Ihe  protection  and  fixtering- care 
of  a  patent  State;  and,  alio,  that  we  ought  to  be 
allowed  the  means  of  sopplying  otir  wants  on  the 
best  and  cheapest  terms,  and  in  those  markets 
where  our  prodnce  is  readily  taken  in  exchange. 
We  have  no  wish  whatever  to  attempt  to  magmfy 
the  importance  and  value  of  ibe  sogar  colonies  to 
[be  mtaer  Douniry,  at  the  expense  of  other  poa- 
■essiiuis;  but,  under  extittng  circamstances,  we 
trust  we  eball  be  excused  for  requesting  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament  to  the  relative  value  of  these 
colonies  and  the  North  American  provinces,  as 
appears  by  the  annexed  docameni,  nade  out  from 
Ihe  luoai  authentic  sonrcci. 

"In  order,  therefore,  to  grant  the  necessary  k- 
lief^  and  to  remove  oar  present  distress  and  dif" 


from  the  ports  of  the  United  Stwa," 
The  Government  of  the  United  Stales  dtand 
nothing  so  much  as  to  secnre  oaneaiaen  from  ia- 
pressmeni,  and  oor  commerce  from  vioUtiaii ;  lad 
it  was  always  ready,  on  the  revocation  of  the  edids 
of  the  belligocnts,  to  repeal  ihc  embargo  aad  noa- 
intercourse  laws.  The  fourth  seoitn  of  ditati 
cooceming  the  commerbial  intavonne  beinai 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  Fiuh 
and  their  dependencief,  and  for  other  pupose, 
passed  May  1,  IBIO,  enacts  that,  in  am  eiiitti 
Onai  Briiain  or  France  shall,  beibre  the  3d  ef 
March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edtcuasikti 
they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neatral  commeitc 
of  the  United  States,  which  gut  the  Pmidni 
shall  deelare  by  proclamation,  &e.,  andwltenibe 
fact  shall  be  so  annoanced,  the  commereiimiiHr 
course  shall  be  renewed  with  the 


eiilties,  we  do  humbly  suggest  that  tfae  ports  of  |  shall  have  ceased  to  violate  the  neutral  coduddk 


these  islands  should  be  generally  thrown  open  for 
the  admission  of  American  vessels.  In  doin^  so, 
■3  matters  ate  at  present  sittiaied,  little  injnry 
would  be  done  to  me  trade  and  shipping  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  In  the  preeent  restiioted  state 
of  the  American  commerce,  tfae  greater  pan  of 
otir  suppHeu'is  conveyed  a  part  of  the  voyage  by 
their  own  wxsels.  It  could,  therefore,  make  very 
little  difierence  to  allow  ^e  Americans  to  come  to 
our  ports  at, once;  and  this  wonid  be  more  than 
compensated  by  our  shippiag  bnng  th«n  permitted 
to  trade  direct  to  (he  States.  We  may  add,  that 
the  trade  faevwisl  these  islands  and  Nora  Scotia 
and  N«w  Bninswiok,  in  native  vessds,  is  now 
nearly  at  an  aid  j  few  of  them  come  here,  and  we 
oan  place  no  depcndance  on  a  regolar  sap{dy. 
This  aitaes  from  their  nurket  being  already  over- 
Blodted  with  the  pcoduce  they  receive  in  ^change." 

Yottr  committee  feel  themselves  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  a  few  remarks  before  they  close 
this  part  of  their  report.  They  are  urged  to  sub- 
mit them  in  consequence  of  errors  evidrait  in  some  i 
of  the  memorials  refened  to  them. 

The  act  eoncerning  navigation,  which  passed 
the  16th  of  April,  1618,  and  the  soBplementary 
act  of  May  15,  1620,  have  been  essimtia  ted  to  the 
embargo  and  noo-inierconrae  laws,  and  ail  tboae 
act^  taken  together,  eon^czed  as  forming  hnt  one 
system,  having  at  different  times  the  same  object 
in  vierw.  This  is  evidently  a  misconception  olthe 
naUire  and  design  of  acts  which  did  not  oigiaate 
in  the  nme  cauea,  and  which  are  deductUe  from 
times  and  eircnmsianen  that  have  no  relation 
wiiataoever.  Let  facta  apeak  for  themselves.  On 
the  8th  of  December,  1807,  the  following  message 
vras  Mot  to  Cosgrets  by  Thomas  Jefierson,  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  StatH : 

"  The  coDonumieatioD  now  made,  showing  the 
great  and  ittcieasiiig  dangers  wiu  which  our 
vnsds,  oar  seamen,  and  merchandise,  are  tfareat- 
eoed  on  the  hi^  seas  and  elsewhere,  from  the  bd- 
ligoent  Powers  of  Europe,  and  it  being  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  keep  in  safety  these  essen- 


of  the  Uniled  Sutes.  "  Tfae  Preadi  Gownioni 
declariog,  on  the  Sth  of  August,  1610,  that  the  it- 
erees  of  Bertin  and  Milan  wer«  revoked,  and  iki 
after  tfae  1st  of  November,  1810,  they  wooldnw 
to  have  effect,"  upon  iliis  Bssoranee  the  Preadai 
of  tfae  Unttei)  BtBtis,antheSdof  Naveinber,18ll), 
isBned  a  proclamation,  announcing  the  fact,  ditre- 
by  giving  effect  to  the  proviKion  of  the  fourti  Jte- 
tion  of  the  said  act.  From  this  staiemaii,  ii  i^ 
evident  the  embargo  and  non-iDtercourseiciibad 
objects  in  view  different  from  those  whieii  ihc  tW 
of  the  IStfa  of  April,  1618,  and  the  15th  of  Utj. 
laSO,  are  designed  to  <^tain.  When  the  eDtaip 
and  non-inlerconrae  laws  were  in  c^tentim,  ik 
ports  of  the  West  India  blatids  woe  opoi  uk. 
tmt  oar  vessels,  in  ^ing  to  or  coming  from  i^ 
■were  sulqected  to  violence  and  outrage  by  Iheshipi 
of  war  and  privateers  of  the  belli^ent  Povn 
It  has  been  also  urged,  as  an  argument  againsiib^ 
,  acts  of  the  18th  dav  of  April,  1818.  and  tb«lMh 
<  ofMay,  1620,  that  the  countAvsilingnJicywIueli 
I  th^r  establish  has  been  trieid,  and  found  unaviUist 

Tfais  aremnent  is  more  apecious  than  lalid.  Iv 
premises  from  which  it  is  drawn  have  bm  »' 
sumed.    It  is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  ftct. 

Your  comifaittee  state,  with  conBdenee,  thai  ife 
last-mentioned  acts  are  the  only  acts  thai  hi't 
ever  formed  a  systematic  plan  for  countemiliac 
the  restrictive  system  of  Great  Britain  in  tdax"" 
to  her  Wtet  India  islands. 

Yow  committee  bave,  in  many  iutances,lM> 
reluctantly  compelled  to  notice  tfae  p(^icr  of  Otb' 
Britain  to  this coantTy,and  particularly  tliiiwl)i<^ 
she  has  obwrved  in  r^ulating  the  trade  of  ber  colt 

While  they  cannot  refrain  from  ezprtmDslH'- 
iogs  of  sincere  respect  for  the  virtues  of  a  wilbn- 
force,  and  those  worthies  who  have,  in  ibespi'i' 
of  enlightened  faumanity,  co-operateo  with  hrm  m 
abolish  the  slave  trade^  they  regret  that  they  cu- 
not  bestow  on  the  British  Government  pustlx 
disinterested  exertions  in  endeavoring  to  deWy 
a  traffic  that  is  as  barbarous  as  it  is  difgneM- 
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Otmmireiat  JhUretmim  vitk  Fwti^  JIdtim*. 


Tbey  we  in  ita  efibrta  a  cold  caladatng  polio;,  to 
acquire  for  the  Bcitiih  calonieB  adtaat^es  orer 
tbe  oolooies  and  poneBiona  of  other  Powers  in 
those  r^«is.  It  comidera  theii  improremenlt  in 
colttTUHO  aa  iocompatible  with  ibe  prosperity  of 
its  own. 

Tbe  canuniltee  ibibeftr  u>  enlarge  on  this  sob' 
jeet,  u  it  is  one  that  cbbdoI  pcodaee  other  than 
pwoful  leeliBf*  and  rejections.  Thej  prcMnt  to 
tbe  House,  wub  lhi;se  obserTattoas,  a  ^rl  of  the 
petition  01  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Granada 
to  the  Britbh  Parlinment,  louching  this  inbjcet. 
The  part  here  eiTen  speafa  for  itse!?;  it  is  thekey 
■hat  unlocks  tbe  Briltsb  Cabinet,  and  exposes  to 
broad  daytigbi  the  secret  workings  and  maobina- 
tions  of  its  policy. 

"The  next  cause  of  the  depresaioa  of  the  ^liae 
of  colonial  produne  is,  our  behig  almost  eitUrety 
excluded  from  the  marlGel  of  the  eontiiuiit  of  S«- 
lope.  A  paseverance  in  the  present  nanerous 
snd  bntdeuome  leBlrielians  on  the  trade  witb  for- 
eign Powers  is  sererely  felt  b^  the  West  India 
planters  as  well  as  by  the  British  nunn&cturet. 
But  the  chief  cause  of  ibis  exoltuion  from  the  mar- 
kets on  the  eonttnent  of  Europe  is  the  iminsDse 
quantity  of  foreign  sugars  with  which  it  is  now 
supplied,  arising  from  the  enlarged  cultiTBtton  of 
tbe  foreign  colonies,  and  vbiab  tbey  are  enabled 
to  increase  to  an  unlimited  extent,  by  tbe  contin- 
uance^ the  slave  trade.  This  traffic,  which  is 
so  zBBch  condraaaed  and  justly  reprobated  by  the 
British  Pailiamcnt  and  the  public,  is  at  present 
carried  on,  there  is  reason  to  tbinic,  lo  a  greater 
extent  than  in  any  former  period.  At  tbe  time 
the  abolition  laws  were  passed,  it  was  contem- 
plated that  Government  would  hare  sufficient  in- 
Buence  with  foreign  Powers  to  induce  Ibem  to 
ndopt  a  similar  measure.  In  this  we  bare  most 
lamentably  been  disappointed;  and  whilst,  from 
our  diminished  slave  populalioD,  our  jiroductions 
are  on  tbe  decline,  we  have  the  mortification  to 
see  those  of  the  foreign  eolonies  regularly  in- 
creasing. 

"A  due  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances, 
ire  coQceire,  will  be  found  to  furoisb  us  with  an 
addilioiul  claiai  upon  Parliameni  and  the  notber 
country.  We  humbly  represent  that,  in  tbe  present 
sittiation  of  tbe  colonies,  no  impediment  should  be 
ibrown  in  tbe  way  of  providing  for  the  health, 
comfort,  and  well-being  of  our  slaves,  and  of  car- 
rying on  the  cultivation  of  our  plantations  at  the 
least  expense  and  to  the  best  advantage.  The 
present  restriction  in  our  commerce  with  the  Uni- 
ted States  completely  operates  as  sDch;  andaswe 
now  have  but  little  prospect  of  a  foreign  market, 
we  earnestly  hope  that  every  measure  that  may 
tend  to  a  more  general  consumption  of  our  pro- 
duce at  home,  or  otherwise  to  relieve  the  Ranter, 
'will  be  adopted." 

Your  committee  now  proceed  to  present  a  state- 
rnent  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  1st  of  October,  1830,  to  tbe  30tb  of  September, 
1821.  To  understand  clearly  the  commerce  of 
that  year,  a  few  introductory  remarks  are  made 
previously  necessary.  They  are  induced  lo  make 
them  with  an  intention  of  preventing  erroneous 


ous  in  their  consequences.  Party  views  may  be 
promoted  by  it,  and  hostility  to  particular  meas- 
ures and  men  be  gratified;  but  tbe  peace  and  har- 
mcmy  of  this  nation  will  be  destroyed,  and  its  best 
interests  will  suffer  severely.  Every  attempt,  if 
may  be  allowed  the  eipression,  to  fix  the  lat- 
itnde  and  loogitode  of  distinct  feeliogs  and  inter- 
ests, weakens  the  bonds  that  unite  ns  as  one  people, 
I  defers,  if  it  shall  not  destroy,  tbe  prosperity 
desire.  It  produces  feuds  and  divisions  wbicn 
the  arts  and  intrigues  of  foreign  GoTcromenls, 
by  tbeir  agents,  never  fail  to  fomeat,  to  promote 
their  views.  Your  committee  can  see  no  cause 
for  tbe  indulgence  of  apprehensions  arising  from 
a  supposititious  difference  of  interest  and  views. 
The  danger  of  indulging  them  is  forcibly  repre- 
seated  by  Qeneral  WABBiNaTDit  in  his  last  Fare- 
well Adtbess ;  and  your  cominitlee  cannot  render 
a  more  important  service  to  those  who  indulge 
such  appreliensioDa  than  to  recommend  a  serious 
perusal  of  it,  to  remove  them  e^tually. 
"  »  aver;  and  this  a 


impressions.  Statements  of  facts  sbonid  be  made 
with  caution,  and,  when  made^  a  reference  sbonid 
always  be  had  to  the  time  and  circumstances  which 
gave  tbem  existence.  *By  acting  in  this  manner 
every  thing  is  seen,  as  well  as  human  reason  will 
permit  it,  in  its  proper  light — in  its  various  bear- 
ings on,  and  comparisons  with  other  things.  The 
of  this  prooedure  leads  to  inferences  as 


made,  that  the  success  of  foreign  policy,  manifestly 
hostile  to  the  just  rights  and  expectations  of  the 
United  States,  has  Seen  pounded  on  a  supposed 
difference  of  interests  esistiug  between  the  North- 
ern and  Southern  States,  and  on  the  collisions 
which  such  a  supposed  difierence  would  produce 
in  our  political  family  aikd  domestic  concerns. 

On  the  peace  in  Europe,  and  particularly  on 
the  conclusion  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  it  was  supposed  that  the  de- 
mand in  Europe  and  tbe  United  States  for  pro- 
duce and  manufactures  would  be  so  ^eat  as  to 
justify  importations  and  ezportations  without  any 
regard  to  quantity^  and,  in  some  instances,  even 
as  to  value  The  importations  of  foreign  manu- 
factures into  the  United  Stales  were  uncommonly 
large,  perhaps  double  or  treble  what  they  had  ever 
been  before,  for  the  same  lime.  These  increased 
the  revenue  arising  from  duties  on  merchaodise 
impited  for  the  years  1815  and  1816  to  SS7,0Q0,- 
000  and  to  836,000.000.  Tobacco  and  cotton  at 
that  period  bore  high  prices,  particularly  tobacco. 
Those  importations  and  exporlations,  being  greatly 
over  the  deiaand,  necessarily  ruined  many,  and 
diminished  considerably  the  importations  of  sub- 
sequent years,  and  also  tbe  revenue  arising  from 
tbe  duties. 

Flour,  in  consequence  of  the  foreign  demand, 
bore  a  high  price  in  the  years  1816,  1817,  and 
1618  ;  for  the  year  1820,  and  baif  of  the  year  1821, 
the  price  was  much  lower  than  usual,  owing  to 
the  want  of  a  demand  for  it  in  Europe.  The 
shipments  of  floui  for  tbe  West  India  islands  open 
to  American  navigation,  as  has  been  sbowD  u  a 
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a  the  year  1831  to  540,775  bur( 

We  arc  nan  brought  to  the  time  when,  iioxa 
its  distance  from  the  general  peace  of  Europe,  it 
may  be  reasonably  aopposed  that  things  liare 
nearly  accominodated  themaelves  or  settled  down 
10  the  teiatioDS  of  peace.  In  comparing  the  com- 
meice  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1821  (we 
metta  the  fiscal  year}  with  that  of  {H-eeeding  years, 
the  facts  aboTC  stated  should  be  weighed  with  de- 
liberation ;  and  in  connexion  with  this  additional 
and  important  one,  that  the  severest  depression 
which  comrnerce  has  experienced  since  the  gene- 
ral peace  in  Europe  was  experienced  in  the  Grst  and 
second  quarters  of  the  year  1831.  At  the  la>t- 
mentiooed  time  it  seems  to  bare  reached  its  low- 
est  poiot  of  depression.  We  trust  we  have  now 
passed  the  cruia  of  oui  greatest  snfierings,  and 
Ibat  our  prospects  as  to  the  future  are  flattering. 
The  indications  that  commerce  is  reviving  are, 
an  increase  of  the  rerenile  arising  from  the  cus- 
toms; ihefullproportion,as  will  soon  appear,  which 
our  navigation  obtains  of  employment ;  the  value 
of  the  produce  and  manufactures  exported  exceed- 
ing that  of  the  merchandise  imported — a  circum- 
stance which  has  not  before  occurred  EiDce  chelate 
peace  with  Great  Britain  ;  and  the  great  satisfac- 
tion which  6ve-siiths  of  the  merchants  express  as 

Stalistical  viev  of  the  ammerct  of  the  Unittd  Statei,  ^hOnting  the  valw  of  imporit  and  tagmti;  aimi 
fA<  Uninage  of  Amtnaaa  aTUi/oniffu  ve»itU  arriving  into  and  drafting  fivnthe  Ukittd  SMei,  mdtiu 
ttmrtage  Mrmgiag  to  each  forngfn  Poaer  employed  tn  &a  opmnicrcs  of  lAf  Vnittd  Statei  for  the  year  niing 
3Qth  Septmber,  1821. 


COMHEROE. 


to  the  policy  which  the  Oovernmeat  has  adopt- 
ed in  lelalion  to  commercial  a&irs.  All  Uiq 
ost  of  the  Qovernment  at  present  i^  lo  let  thingi 
remain  as  they  are,  confidently  relying  that  one 
and  enterprise,  directed  by  prudence  and  jndg- 
'  will  accomplish  the  object  every  patriot  bu 


of  facts,  with  such  explanatory  remarks  as  my 
be  necessary. 

First,  OS  to  the  tonnage  of  the  United  Siaia 
paying  duties. 

The  committee  are  not  a  little  gratified,  on  ei- 
amifution^  to  find  that  the  tonnage  of  the  United 
States  which  paid  duties  for  the  year  1830  exceeds 
that  of  any  year  since  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution ;  this  fact  will,  we  trust,  remove  et^ 
cause  for  distrusting  the  statements  of  tonnigt 
made  under  the  direction  and  superinteadence  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  because  the  toonsgt 
paying  duties,  as  in  existence,  is  somelhing  laa- 
gible. 

It  shows  that  the  toimage  is  employed ;  fw  if 
it  were  not,  the  duties  conld  not  be  colleeted  Snmi 
it ;  and  the  following  facts  show  not  only  that  ii 
is  employed,  but  that  it  is  getting  the  advania^ 
under  existing  circumstances,  in  its  competitKii 
with  the  foreign  tonnage. 


Vaitu  of  imporu. 

Value  of  domMie  imports. 

Valne  of  foreign  e 

port.. 

T«Hl*. 

■;«;" 

T.U. 

In  AmericsD 

In  foreign 
venels. 

Total. 

raAn„ri»n 
.e*«ds. 

Id  foreign 

ToUL* 

68,026,889 

VM.m, 

8S,68S,7M 

34,4<6,STS 

W,«7I,BIM 

80,710,700 

691,788 

ai,302,*« 

NAVIGATION. 


AnericcQ  tonnage. 

Foreign  tonntge. 

States.                 1                 States. 

Entered  iaio  the  United 
Sutes. 

Deptrtiog  from  tha  VtaVei 
States. 

766,098 

804,847 

81,638 

88,073 

■  Total  valua  of  domestie  and  foreign  produeo  exported  9M,074,3Sft 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Foreign   lonnige 

ForaiBD  ton  nags 

entered  into  tfai 

United  SMtMbe- 

U.    BUIM    be- 

loniinB  lo  euh 

Power. 

Pnini«n    - 

031 

Bwed»b     -        - 

6.386 

Buiih       - 

4.037 

3.931 

Dnteh         -        - 

3.466 

Britkh        -        • 

66,168 

56,080 

HuwTowot    - 

MiM 

4,749 

French       -        - 

1.918 

H.yti.n     .       - 

370 

470 

T^ruin  -        - 

4.680 

4,164 

148 

61,626  tone. 

63.078  tone. 

aage  of  re^iscered,  eoratled,  and  licensed  vessels 
and  of  fitluDg  vessels.  In  die  statement  referred 
to,  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  iik  a  note  on  ihe 
registered  tonnage  for  the  year  I6I8,  says;  "  The 
decrease  of  toaikage  in  this  year  arises  principally 
from  the  registered  tonnage  having  been  corrected 
in  1S18,  by  striking  offalTilie  vessels  the  regialeri 
of  which  were  granted  prior  (o  the  year  1815,  and 
which  were  sapposed  by  the  collectors  to  have 
been  lost  at  sea,  captared,  &c."  Had  the  tonnage 
been  corrected  in  the  year  1616,  the  roistered 
tooDsge  of  that  and  the  following  year  (1817) 
wxMild  have  been  reduced  in  the  same  proportion. 
The  reason  the  tonnage  paying  duties  is  greater 
in  the  etnonnt  than  the  actual  tonnage,  is  this; 
vessels  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  pay  duties  for 
every  voyage  they  perform,  and  sometimes  the 
lame  vessel  performs  from  two  lo  three  voyages. 
Vesseb  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fish- 
eries pay  duties  but  once  a  year.  More  new  ves- 
ieis  were  hnill  in  the  years  181S,  1816,  and  1B17, 
ind  more  in  1815  than  in  anv  preceding  year. 
rfae  caoM  of  tbie  is  evident  Mwiy  vcsaeiB  hAd 
teen  captared  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 
Vf^er  toe  peace,  our  shipping  was  not  eqtial  to 
be  demand  for  the  foreign  and  coasting  trade 
od  the  Ssberies;  and  the  same  cause  continued, 
vitb  weakened  force,  to  operate  on  the  years  1818 
nd  1819.'  The  tonnage  being  now  competent  to 
ur  proportion  of  navigation,  the  demand  for  so 
rettC  a  qnsnlity  of  new  tonnage  will  not  exist, 
ibipboitding  is  a  manufacture  of  no  inconsider- 
ble  extent,  and  the  foreiga  demand  for  vessels, 
^etbN  with  the  home,  will  always  give  it  due 
a  couragemeni . 

X<*rom  the  facts  stated,  we  are  much  gratified 
nd  that  the  only  period  of  time  which  faas  d 
arred  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  of 
•sting,  during  a  state  of  general  peace,  otu  com- 
ierci>l  enterprise  with  that  of  foreign  nations, 
as  proved  our  ability  to  soitain  that  competition. 
'he    documents  annexed  will,  we  think,  support 


entertaining  that  belief.  So  far  are  we,  alter 
taking  every  view  su^eested  by  reason  or  fancy  of 
the  subjects  to  wbicn  our  attention  has  been 
called,  from  seeing  any  benefit  that  could  possibly 
accrue  to  the  United  States  by  a  change  of  their 
policy,  that  we  are  more  than  ever  impressed  with 
the  deepest  conviction  that  such  a  cbange  would 
be  productive  of  the  greatest  injury  to  our  naviga- 
''  □  and  eommeice,  and  would  ultimately  impair 

that  degree  our  means  for  naval  defence  as  to 
make  the  policy  of  keepin^^  up  tbe  Naval  Estab- 
lishments a  question  deserving  the  serious  invesii- 

"on  of  the  National  Legislature.  We  have  the 
asest  reasons  to  believe  (and  ibis  belief  is 
founoed  on  information  drawn  from  pure  sources) 
that  the  British  West  India  islands  cannot  be 
made  profitable  to  the  mother  country  but  from 
supplies  which  the  United  States  are  alone  com- 
petent to  furnish. 

The  productions  of  the  British  West  tndia  is- 
lands, we  know  to  a  certainty,  cannot  now  stand 
any  competition  in  foreign  markets  with  the  same 
productions  from  Brazil,  the  East  Indies,  and  the 
t  India  islands  belonging  to  other  Powers. 
''e  are  fully  apprized  that  our  countervailing 
policy  is  operating  its  effect.  The  British  islands 
are  now  suffering  the  greatest  privations,  and  some 
of  them  are  losing  their  ^pulation. 

We  r^rel  with  sincerity  their  sufieiiitg*.  The 
policy  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  them 
was  adopted  with  reluctance,  and  not  till  Great 
Britain  had  refused  to  permit  the  United  States  to 
rarlicipate  in  a  just  and  fqjr  trade  with  her  islands. 
Bo  conscious  was  the  Legislature  of  Granada  of 
the  reluctance  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  American  Gov- 
ernment to  resort  to  that  measnre,  that  it  did  not, 
in  the  petition  aforementioned,  expresss  the  slight- 
est censure  as  to  the  course  taken  by  the  American 
Government. 

We  are  of  opinion,  after  contemplating,  after 
viewing  Great  Britain  in  every  relation  in  which 
she  has  stood  to  the  American  people,  that  she  b 
tbe  Itst  nation  that  ought  to  expect  they  would 
knowingly  sacrifice  their  navigation  and  cam- 
mere^  and  their  maritime  rights,  to  support  the 
maritime  rights  of  Great  Britain ;  ftnd  your  com- 
mittee will  be  ftmoQg  the  last  to  recommend  such 
a  sacrifice  to  gratify  the  inordinate,  the  overwaen- 
ing  ambition  of  any  nation. 

Convinced  that  tbe  true  interest  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  great  principlcH  which  the 
Government  has  always  advocatedinfavor  of  free 
commerce^  forbid  a  change  of  policy;  Bctinc  as 
the  committee  do  from  such  convictions,  and  from 
a  sense  of  public  duty,  they  feel  themselves  bound 
respectfully  and  tmanimousiy  to  recommend  to 
the  House  tbe  adoption  of  tbe  following  reso- 
lutions. 

Kttolvtd,  That  tbe  act  concerning  navigation, 
passed  the  18th  of  April,  1818,  and  the  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  concerning  navigation,  passed 
tbe  15th  of  May,  1820,  made  necessary  to  coun- 
tervail the  restrictive  systems  of  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  for  the  protection  of  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  United  States  from  injuries, 
are  sliU,  and,  at  long  as  those  adversary  systems 
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sball  coDtione,  mnsl  be  nwessary  to  protect  from  injuries  ihe  same  gte&t  interest,  and  ought  doi  u 
be  repealed. 

Sttolved,  Thar  Ihe  Oovernmeni  of  the  United  'States,  baring  uBtformlr  declared  and  avowed  ii» 
attachment  to  to  (he  principles  of  free  commerce,  and  naTing,  in  the  treaties  which  it  hax  fortntd 
and  agreed  (o  with  fateign  nations,  and  in  its  l^slative  «CCR  adhered  to  tliem,  riioald  be  the  lasi  lo 
abandon  them,  and  efipecially  at  a  time  when  erer^iou  and  enlightened  nation  i 
it!  commercial  policy  to  an  accordance  with  those  principles. 

A  No.  1— Summary  itatmtnt  o/liu  Tonnagt  of  tin  Uwittd  State»-~toM  and  niiuty-Ji/lks. 


Regi.t<red 

Enrsllsd 

MSX«  DIDin 

ton  nags  sm- 

[oDoage    BDi- 

Totsl  looiut* 

Yaax*. 

ptQjed  in  fbi- 
eigo  trade. 

plojsd  in  the 
Muting  Irwla 

io  tbs  fUhsri... 

Bnpi'd  in  the 
csaiting  trad*. 

Bnpl'd  in  th« 

•eriptim. 

17B0 

133,893  00 

68,687  00 

9,093 

aoi.6«8oa 

1700 

34a,3&i  00 

103,776  00 

88,348 

478,377  00 

1T91 

363,110  OU 

106,494  00 

33,M8 

fi03.146f>a 

17« 

411,438  00 
387,734  S3 

130,987  00 
114,863  10 

33,063 

7,317  63 

11,988  64 

561,437  00 

Wh.l.fl.h'rT 

Ci^fl4h.r,. 

1798 

88,177  00 

491.7SD  SO 

17M 

438,863  71 

187,337  48 

4,180  00 

33,131.00 

16.977  36 

6,840  SO 

838,816  » 

I79S 

639,470  63 

194.7B6  SI 

3,163  68 

31,887  06 

19,601  C9 

6,046  00 

747,963  n 

17« 

676,733  26 

199,133  64 

3.363  61 

38,609  39 

33,116  68 

6,403  11 

881,980  St 

17B7 

697,777  43 

314,077  06 

1,103  70 

33.408  67 

33,336  61 

7,833  31 

678,913  S» 

\im 

608,376  37 

337,343  79 

783  OB 

36,478  81 

31,009  13 

7,369  87 

898,398  » 

IT» 

689,197   19 

830,904  46 

693  39 

33,933  38 

86,736  08 

6,016  17 

946,488  IS 

IMO 

en,»3i  86 

346,S96  04 

861  74 

33,306  84 

37,198  91 

7.130  06 

878,493  Ot 

lUI 

71 8.049  60 

346,366 '34 

7S»  35 

81,379  87 

38iS9e  19 

8,101  SO 

I,0>l;ll8  96 

iwn 

660,380  63 

se^HS  16 

680  08 

33,987  43 

89,079  88 

8,088  06 

893,101  13 

1808 

697.167  06 

368,676   18 

1,148  49 

43,416  SO 

30,884  31 

8,896  84 

949,11;  U 

1804 

678,689  18 

838  40 

43,068  08 

30,696  66 

8,036  73 

l.(M3,l«3»( 

teoG 

748.84 E  38 

801,366  88 

888  18 

48,179  30 

31,896  78 

8,&S«87 

1,140,368  » 

1806 

808.S84.  68 

809,677  06 

798  60 

60,363  30 

80,063  8t 

8,839  67 

1,300,739  » 

1807 

8*8,806  83 

318,189  93 

907  17 

60,889  88 

80,888  39 

8,016  80 

l,3«a,&18  4: 

1808 

769.0S3  64 

387,684  43 

734  30 

43,697  40 

33,136  33 

8,400  33 

l.!MS,096  IS 

1800 

910,069  33 

371,600  &a 

673  12 

36.108  67 

33,861  76 

8,376  93 

1,350.381  « 

1810 

984,369  06 

871.114   13 

339  21 

ss,aso  01 

34,S33  87 

8,677  38 

l,l»4,7n  r 

18tl 

768,863  SI 

386,368  70 

64  17 

34,360  8S 

31,103  68 

8,878  76 

1,S3S.509  19 

1813 

760,634  40 

443,180  76 

911  04 

SUM  84 

31,790  78 

8,636  69 

1,369,997  » 

1819 

874,893  44 

433,404  87 

788  74 

1S.368  30 

37.703  87 

8,833  13 

1,166,638  St 

18U 

674,633  68 

436,713  60 

S61  88 

8,883  88 

10.143  11 

8,993  33 

1,159,388  S» 

1816 

864,394  74 

436,066  87 

1,339  93 

36,810  33 

10,698  51 

10,437  98 

l,Se«,lS7  Ti 
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.  Comaureial  lattreovrtt  with  Fbrtijfn  Nitlmu. 

A  No.  3. — AilatenteTii  thoving  UttaiaoaHt  oftotmagtoavhiiAdiiMei  wen  eolie<i«ii,my3lo!/tdiat}ie  foftign, 
cotuHoj/,  and  Jbhing  trade,  o/lhe  Umttd  Slain, /or  the  ftan  tmHoj/ Deoewber  31,  1816,  1817,  1818,  1819, 
and  1830. 


■...,...„...„. 

FoMigawa- 
Dege. 

Trad  AlMricM 

.DdfoTeigDlOQ. 

Mge. 

lonnne  to  the  whole 
■moDnteoipIojediD 
the  foreign  tride  of 
the  United  Slatei. 

Id  foreign  trade 

CoutiDf  trade. 

In  0*Udb  trade. 

I8I<  '         877,401 
1B17           780,136 
1S18  .         TB6.I01 
1010           788,078 
ISU  '         a91,SB8 

4U,5M 
408,609 
680,878 
000,817 
000,780 

40,147 
63^00 
0I,4S3 
78,819 
09,4S3 

209,017 
218,480 
161.414 
8S,fiM 
79.S04 

1,090,819              8S.B  to  100 
1,684/104              8WU.100 
1.678,347               17.010  100 
1,040,969      1          9.8  to  100 
1,610,010               B.(OtolO» 

Theaiubt  DEPARTiunT,  Reoibter'b  Office,  F^marp  37   1832. 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  lUfitfr. 


A  No.  3^~AttaUmsnt  ihtmoMg  th*  (momt  of  tU  diaria  or  actiuU  toitnage  of  the  Untied  States  ^^ 
tiidiBff  on  the  31«t  of  Dtaeaixr,  1816, 1817, 1818, 1819,  and  1820. 

Ymm. 

Regirt^nd 
toomsfc 

Eniolhd  Md 
licenMd  tOQ- 
nige. 

PSd^ng 

tWMg*. 

Tot«l. 

Toonage  of 
K«l.  bailtf 

ToDDige  of 
Texli  loett 

tofeeign"™.     worthj-t 

IMS 

1817 
18I8> 
1810 
1880 

aoc,7M 

809.7S4 

006 />8S 
61S,«30 
019,047 

038,164 
03»,OS8 
040,S74 
671,068 
688,086 

40,S»t 
OOilfi? 
0»i72t 
78,762 

7S,oea 

1,379,117 
1,898,910 
1,320,183 
1,200.760 
1,880,160 

131^7 
86,893 
88,481 
79,817 
47,783 

»,59l 
80,670 
31,396 
24,104 

83,379 
U,SS7 
10,106 
11,804 
6,068 

6,708 
8,411 
10,W1 
18,089 
13,0W 

IT  DspAaTHENT,  RflflMTSx'a  Office,  Stbraary  S7, 1SS3. 


JOaEPH  NOURSE,  Sefitler. 


ISIO 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 


56,871  8 
73,649  3 
97,373  5 
93,971  6 
71,175  8 
11,776  4 
73,219  9 
108,479  7 
108,395  7 
58.877  2 
1S;483  4 
13,445  5 
106,079  3 


13,131  63 
!8,60e  07 
19,978  34 
19,177  58 
J5,096  14 
i8,2»6  10 
}6,014  21 
12,670  89 
15,594  35 
18,545  06 
39,461  45 


88,448  40 
103,753  91 
188,507  03 
126,093  29 
99,783  ffi 
31,756  34 
91,39?  S6 
127,675  86 
146,691  82 
84,690  43 
31,153  40 


*  Tbe  d««reu«  of  loniuge  ia  thi*  7«n  Brit«>  prineipell;  lioiii  the  Mgiilored  tonoige  hinog  boon  canceled 
in  1816  by  atriking  off  all  th«  vcMela  the  ngiiten  of  which  were  granl«d  prior  to  tbe  jeer  1816,  and  which 
were  auppocad  bj  the  colleclon  lo  haTa  been  Joet  alae^  captated,  &c. 

t  Thia  tonntge  ia  added  in  each  jeai  to  the  total  amoaot  of  lounage. 

XTbim  Wnnage  ia  deducted  ia  each  jtu  (tom  th«  total  amoont  of  tooDtge. 
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Coomercial  htteramrtt  mth  Foreign  NatUmt. 


A  No.  b.~Siaienent  txhibitiitff  tht  quantity  of  tonnage  tuUnd  amd  deartd  in  and  from  tht  rttpeiia  Sola 
<atd  Ttrritoriet  durinff  tie  pear  tnding  on  the  3(Uh  September,  1821. — LtUxu. 


STATES  AND  TERBITORIES. 


Entered.    Cleared. 


E  Dieted.   Cleuid. 


Maine 

New  Hampshire 

Massac  b  use  t  IS  - 

Vermont  -        -        - 

Rhode  Island    > 

Conneeticat 

New  York        -        - 

New  Jersey 

PeonsylTania    - 

Delaware 

Maryland 

District  of  Columbia 

North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Georgia    -        .        . 
MisoiEsjppi 
Louisiaoa 
East  Florida     - 
We«  Florida    - 


16,464 

156,493 

2S0 

70,679 

4,081 
67,504 
12,546 
27,004 
29,904 
30,624 
24,076 

6,235 
54,802 


21,314 
14,749 
158,174 
231 
69,436 

2,388 
61,687 
15,036 
33,545 
37,343 
45,342 
41,468 

4,197 
49,115 


143 

13,85« 
4,162 
5,489 
4,698 


-  Total 


765,098      804,9*7        81,526     83fln 


[For  iIilcmeDt  A  No.  6,  ihawini  tlw  quantitj  of  Amarictn  and  Ibraigv  tanmgB  cmplojed  ia  the  Mp 
liide  of  thn  Vailmd  Sutu  for  the  jear  aDdins  oD  tha  30th  Septambar,  ISSl,  tea  American  Suia  Fipen, 
Clua  Commerce  and  Niuigation,  page  60&,  et  aeq.] 

C  No.  1. — The  periadieal  progrei*  cf  our  export  trad*  it  KcMhittd  by  the  foUomap  ilateatenti,  vU : 

Total  value  of  the  eiporta  from  the  United  Stales  in  1795 867,064;(I9? 

Total  Taltte  of  the  exports  from  the  United  Slates  in  1790 19,012,M1 

loereaae  in  fi*e  years - <t48,W^ 

Total  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United  Sutes  in  1800      -...-.   94,llS,92i 

Increase  in  ten  years   ----------        ~        ~        .  y5,103,88l 

Total  value  of  the  exports  from  the  United  States  in  1806 101,536,963 

Increase  in  fifteen  years      --.. $82,534^ 

ToUl  value  of  the  exports  from  tb«  United   States  in  1806,  when  they  arrived  ni  the 
maaimum 108,3*3450 

Increase  in  sixteen  years <89,331,lW 

From  1795  to  1799,  both  inclusive $32,822,965 

From  1800  to  1804,  both  inclusive iSifla^ 

From  1805  to  1809,  both  inclnsive 34,631,643 

Prom  1810  to  1814,  both  inclusive 30,618|1» 

The  above  statement  shows  the  annual  value  of  the  domestic  articles  exported  from  the  Uniml 
Statea  for  several  periods,  each  consisting  of  five  years ;  the  result  is  foundea  on  the  avoage  of  iJic 
five  years  which  constitute  each  of  the  periods. 
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Cotaurcial  lutenmiine  with  FoTtiffn  NalioM. 


AittclM  tbs 

Aiticin  th* 

Told  Ttloe 

growth,  produce, 

ofthoaipoiU 
from  the  Uai. 

Ill 

M. 

or   manalaclDTe 

or    mmnaftctDre 

or    lh«   UDU«d 

ctf  foraign  wod- 

tBd   StttM. 

Butet 

trial,  w-*ipl'd. 

From  Ist  Angnst,  1789,  to 

30lh  Sept.,  1790, 

820,805,156 

Prom  l8l  October,  1790,  to  Mlb  eq)t,  1791, 

19,012,041 

Do. 

1791, 

do. 

1792, 

20,753,098 

Do. 

1798, 

do. 

1793,          - 

26,109,572 

Do. 

1793, 

do. 

1794, 

33,086,233 

Do. 

1794, 

do. 

1795, 

. 

47,989,478 

Do. 

1795, 

da 

1796           - 

840,764,097 

»28,300,000 

67,064,097 

Do. 

1796, 

do. 

1797, 

39,850,206 

87,000,000 

56,850,206 

Do. 

1797, 

do. 

1798, 

28,627,097 

33,000,000 

61,527,097 

Do. 

1798, 

do. 

1799^          - 

33,148,522 

48,623,000 

78,665,522 

Do. 

1799 

do. 

1800, 

31,840,903 

39,130,877 

70,971,780 

Do. 

1800, 

do 

1801, 

47,473,204 

46,642,721 

94,115,925 

Do. 

1801 

do. 

1802, 

36,708,189 

35,774,971 

78,483,160 

Do. 

1802, 

do. 

1803,          - 

48,205,961 

13,594^)72 

56,800,033 

Do. 

1803, 

do. 

1804, 

41,467,477 

36,231,597 

77,699,074 

Do. 

1804, 

do. 

1805, 

42,387,002 

53,179,019 

95,566,021 

Do. 

1805, 

do. 

1806, 

41,253,727 

60,283,236 

101,536,963 

Da 

180^ 

do. 

1807,'       - 

48,699,592 

59,643,558 

108,343,150 

Do. 

1807, 

do. 

1808, 

9,433,546 

12.997.414 

22,430,960 

Do. 

1808, 

do. 

1809, 

31,405,702 

20,797,531 

62,203,233 

Do. 

1809, 

do. 

1810, 

42,366,675 

24.391,295 

66,757,970 

Do. 

1810, 

do. 

1811, 

45,294,043 

16,022,790 

6I,316£33 

Do. 

1811 

do. 

1612, 

30,032,109 

8,495,127 

38,527,236 

Do. 

1812, 

do. 

1613, 

25,008,152 

2,847,846 

27,855,997 

Do. 

1813, 

do. 

1814, 

6,782,272 

145,169 

6,927,441 

Do. 

1814, 

do. 

1615, 

46,974,403 

6,583,350 

52,557,763 

Do. 

181S, 

do. 

1816, 

64,781,866 

17,138,556 

81,920,452 

Do. 

1816, 

do. 

181?; 

68,313,600 

19,358,069 

87,671,669 

iTtb  <COH.   iBt  BBBB^-Tt 
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Sbittment  Oiowing  the  quamiity  o/tuffor,  etfftt,  vtdatm,  and  fpMtt  fr<m  c&tr  nuUeriaU  lka»  gratM,  tnpMtaJ 
Mo  (Ae  VnUtd  Statu  ttv^ing  Oit  year  commatotag  on  m  la  Oeleber,  1820,  aod  mdrng  on  tie  XA 


Total  ftmouni  of  sugar  impoited        ...... 

Of  which  amount  58,633,373  pounds  were  imported  from  the  following  places,  tiz: 

Prom  Cuba 35^17,455 

Other  Spanish  West  India  islands      .  -  -  -  -    4,871,516 

Spanish  South  American  colonies      -  -  .  ■  ■       218,690 

Swedish  West  Indies  ...---- 
Danish  West  Indies     ----.-- 

Dutch  West  Indies 

French  West  Indies    ...---- 

British  West  Indies 57,642 

British  American  colonies      ......       276,989 

Hayti  -  -  -.-- 

Coast  of  Brazil  and  other  Portuguese  American  colonies 

Manilla  and  Philippine  islands  .  .  .  ,  - 

Bonrboa  and  Mauritius  -..-.'. 

British  East  Indies      ....... 

Other  places     -------- 

Total  amount  of  coffee  imported        ....-- 

Of  which  amount  only  159,674  pounds  were  imported  from  the  following  places,  viz:- 
From  British  East  Indies      -.---..       141,457 

British  West  Indies 16,744 

British  American  colonies       ,.-,--  1,473 

Total  quantity  of  molasses  imported  ------ 

Of  which  quantity  only  26,559  gallona  were  imported : 

From  British  West  Indies 12,230 

British  American  colonies       ------         14,329 

Toul  quantity  of  spirits  from  other  materials  than  grain  imported  - 

Of  which  quantity  only  113,483  gallons  were  imported: 

From  British  West  Indies 17,924 

British  American  colonies       ------  9^489 

Other  British  colonies              ......  3,070 

Total  qoontiiy  of  spirits  from  gr«in  imported  -  -  -  - 

Of  which  oDUitily  only  14,241  gallons  were  imported: 

From  England,  Han,  and  Berwick  ------  4,812 

Scollaod 118 

Ireland 8,851 

British  American  colonies       ------  4^0 
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Cowmtniai  AtwsMMw  wAA  Foniffn  Nationt. 


F  No.  I. 
Print  </ Jkmr  at  BaiUmort  from  /nty  1, 1802,  to  /anuory  1, 1; 


180^ 

' 

iBoa. 

1816. 

Jalj 

57  00 

M«ch            -       -        . 

<B  76 

January           -        -        - 

»9  50 

AogDM 

6  70 

April 

600 

March 

860 

6  00 

M«y                 ... 

6  75 

May 

8  76 

0«ob« 

8  374 

Jnne 

6  60 

June 

9  » 

Noiembm 

6  00 

jQly                 -        -         . 

0  35 

Anguet 

10  00 

DKambsr 

a  lai 

September       - 

0  00 

10  00 

A«et«Be»a3forlSn 

October            -        .        ■ 
Avenge  (B  43  fin  1609 

7  00 

October 

0  so 

19  60 

iBoa. 

AveiM*  99  T5  far  1816 

Juiosrj 

0  00 

1810. 

r.bmwj          . 

6  3fi 

Jtnnuy 

7  36 

1817. 

April 

6  00 

FebmuT         -        -        . 

7  60 

Febtoery        -       -       . 

16  00 

M., 

6  00 

Jnoe                 -        -        . 

8  76 

March 

14  00 

July 

7  00 

Jul,                 -        .        . 

8  76 

Hay 

19  00 

Aogos* 

7  00 

Auguit 

•l0  76 

Jaoe 

11  00 

September        - 

7  86 

September 

0  60 

September 

8  75 

Oelobar 

7  00 

December        •        -        - 

9  80 

Octd>«r 

9  60 

7  36 

A*er«ve$8  76  fci  1610 

November 

9  00 

December 

7  25 

Average  $11  43  for  1817. 

Arertga  t6  70  for  1603 

1811. 

Jinuety 

10  00 

1818. 

1904. 
JumaTj 

7  S6 

Hi'      :    :    : 

9  60 
10  60 

January 
March 

9  50 
10  00 

PebraaiT 

7  00 

June                •        .        . 

10  50 

April 

0  80 

Match 

7«6 

AogaK            -        .        • 

8  76 

Jd» 

10  GO 

April 

7  00 

September      .        -       - 

8  60 

jQly 

10  60 

Aofast 

7  76 

NoYember       -        .        . 

9  00 

Augoel 

10  00 

9  12i 

0  00 

9  U 

Niiv«mbci 

S  00 

Average  90  38  for  1811 

OcUber 

000 

December 

10  00 

November 

9  76 

Average  98  for  1804. 

1811 

Decmber 

8  76 

Jeniiuy           -        .        - 

a  76 

AvarKe<10  60  1br  tSIS. 

1806. 

Febraan 

10  00 

Febrn«iy 

13  00 

June      '         .        .        . 

7  60 

1819. 

May 

tl  00 

Aogoet            -        .        - 

7  60 

July                 ... 

GOO 

Jaly 

0  60 

September 

8  !5 

AngOit 

5  75 

August 

8  00 

October 

10  00 

6  00 

Seplember 

7  50 

November       -        -        - 

10  60 

O^r 

660 

October 

7  78 

December 

10  00 

November 

6  00 

December 

7  76 

Average  «»  li  for  ISIS 

6  00 

A«ang«  CO  for  1809. 

1813. 

Januerr 

Average  »5  63  for  1819 

1806. 

10  50 

18>0. 

Jnly 

S  00 

Sept«ober      -        -        - 

e  60 

6  60 

Augtwl 

7  DO 

October           ■        •        ■ 

6  76 

Aogtut 

September 

October 

4  60 

Beptembw 

7  60 

November      -       -       - 

6  50 

4  80 

Octobar' 

December 

7  36 
650 

Deeembm-       -        •       ■ 
Avenge  C7  SO  bi  1818. 

700 

4  60 
4  lU 

Avenge  $7  20  for  ISW 

1814. 

December 

li 

1807. 

J.nu.17           .        .        - 

6  76 

Average  94  83  far  ISM 

Uucfa 

7  25 

Has                 ... 

800 

April                 -       - 
runs 

700 
7  60 

AvM'ege  «7  371  bt  1814. 

1821. 
April              ... 

3  76 

Septembet 

7  00 

1816. 

Jone 

4  00 

October             -        . 

850 

Hay               ... 

7  75 

Auguet 

6  00 
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7  00 

JulJ              .       -       . 

8  76 

6  00 

Avenge  9^  for  1807. 
1808. 

AugQit 

September       - 
October 

000 
960 
S  00 

October 

November 

Doceiaber 

7  00 
6  00 
6  00 

>Ctob«T 

6  60 

November       -        .        . 

9  60 

Average  »5  38  tor  1811 

6  00 

December 

9  76 

1823. 

Avenge  $i  76  for  IBOe 

1. 

Avenge  «9  for  1618. 

Janaaiy 

6  00 
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BREVET  RANK. 

[Comnanioted   to   the  Houw   of   RgpraMBe«li*M, 

Msrcb  7,  ISSS,  by  Ihe  ehurman  of  the  CamoutUa 

on  Mititar;  A&iii.] 

DEPAaTKCNT  OF  Wab,  Jaa.  21, 1822. 

8ik:  Brevet  Major  Oeoerals  Scott  and  Qaines 
having  piesented  tbeir  claims  for  brevet  pay  and 
emoliiinents,  "as  beios  on  duty,  and  having  com- 
maiids  according  to  Uieir  brevet  rank,"  the  case 
wai  sabmitted,  by  the  direction  of  the  Prmideat, 
for  the  decisioa  of  tbe  Atlomey  QeDeral,  a  copy 
of  whose  official  opioion  I  herewith  transmit. 
His  deciaion  being  uvorafalc  to  the  claim,  under 
tbeeiisting  laws  and  organizaiion  of  the  army. 
growiog  oiil  of  the  late  reduction,  I  have  deemea 
It  my  doty  to  apprize  the  committee  of  the  fact. 
I  have,  &c.  J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hod.  William  Eobtib,  • 

Chairman  h^itary  Committet. 

Office  or  Attorkev  Gen.  U.  S., 

Daxaber  29,  1821. 

Sib:  I  proceed^  according  to  your  request,  to 
give  yon  my  opinion  on  the  laws  touching  brevet 
pay,  as  tbey  apply  to  the  eases  of  Geoeials  Scott 
and  Gaines. 

The  act  of  Coogress  of  the  6th  July,  1S12, 
"  making  further  proviision  for  the  Army  of  the 
UoiLed  States,  aad  for  other  pui-poae*,"  authorizes 
the  President  lo  confer  brevet  pay,  in  certain  casee, 
"provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  entitle  offiosrs,  so  brevetted,  to 
any  additional  pay  or  emolumtnts,  except  when 
comman4iog  separate  posts,  districts,  or  detatcb- 
ments,  when  they  shall  be  entitled  to^  and  receive, 
the  same  pay  and  emoluments  to  which  officers  of 
the  same  crades  are  now,  or  hereafter  may  be,  al- 
lowed by  law." 

This  act  was  passed  fiagrastit  bello,  and  was 
manifestly  intended  as  a  stimulus  to  enterpri«  in 
a  struggle  which  it  was  foreseen  would  require  all 
otir  strength.  It  received  a  liberal  construction 
during  the  war,  as  it  was  proper  it  should  do. 

On  the  return  of  peace,  the  act  of  the  third  of 
March,  1815,  "  Szing  the  Military  Peace  Estab- 
lishment of  Uie  United  StfLtes,"  was  passed.  It 
provided,  amoog  other  things,  that  there  should 


t<» 


<r  Generals  and  ji 


r  Brigadie 


;  and, 


a  the  subject  of  pay,  it  ezprewW  providcs"that 
'itencG,  and  clothing  of  the 


tha  compensation,  subsistence, 
officen,  A«.,  composing  the  Military  Peace  E»- 
tablishoMal,  thall  oe  the  sane  as  are  preecribed 
by  the  act  entitled  'An  act  fixing  the  Military  Peace 
Establishment  of  the  United  States,'  passed  t6th 
of  March,  1802,  and  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to 
raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addiliooal  military 
force,'  ^ssed  12th  of  April  1802 ;  and  that  the 
Major  Generals  shall  be  entitled  to  thesame  com- 
pcasatioQ  as  is  provided  by  an  act  ealilled  'An  act 
to  raise  an  additional  miUtaiy  force,  passed  11th 
of  January,  1813." 

The  three  acts  thus  exclusively  selected  in  give 
the  rales  and  standard  of  compensation  in  tbe  offi- 
cers, £c.,oa  the  Peace  Establishment  recognise  no 


The  act  of  6th  July,  1812,  which  alone  recognised 
them,  is  not  among  tbe  acts  referred  to  as  gir- 
isg  the  rule  of  eoD»ptineation.  It  ia  ««e  it  ti  Ml 
expressly  repealed  ;  but  a*  to  the  matter  of  com- 
pensaiion,  it  was  virtually  repealed;  it  was  it 
least  rendered  inoperative  by  its  exdosion  &on 
the  list  of  acts  referred  to  as  Gzina;  the  scale  of 
compensaLion  ;  for,  in  a  case  Lke  this,  "a^nmrn 
uflitis  ett  ezcfuMO  oiterviii." 

Such,  howaver,  was  not  the  construction  given 
the  act  ofthe  3d  March,  1815.  The«ctof6ih 
July,  1812,  was  acted  upon  precisely  in  the  same 
mnoner  as  if  it  bad  been  among  the  acts  referred 
to,  as  prescribing  the  compensation;  sepauate  posts 
and  district*  were  created  and  multiplied,  as  if  to 
open  a  wider  theatre  for  its  more  extensive  opera- 
tion ;  and  there  were  few,  if  any,  farerets  in  the 
army  which  did  not  draw  brevet  pay.  The  prac- 
ical  effects  of  ibis  constructioa  may  be  illustrated 
)v  the  single  case  of  the  generals.  The  lav 
:learly  contemplated  that  two  officers  ooljr  should 
receive  the  pay  of  Major  General;  it  expteuly 
separates  them  from  the  other  officers  by  refcRiiig 
specifically  to  the  act  of  Ilth  January,  1S12,  at 
fixing  tA«tr  compensation ;  but,  by  engiafUng  the 
brevet  law  of  the  &h  July,  1812,  cm  Ae  act  of  3d 
March,  1815,  ^e  distinction  between  the  brigadia 
and  major  goierali  was  broken  up;  and  we  had 
six  m^or  geB«rals  in  pay,  instead  of  two,  as  tbe 
law,  it  seems  to  me,  clearly  contemplated.  The 
coDstraclitxi,  I  think,  was  erroneous,  bat  it  was 
rror  in  favor  of  those  who  have  deserved  most 
highly  of  their  country,  in  her  hour  of  greater 
peril  and  necessity. 

The  brevet  law  of  the  6th  July,  1812.  beiiig  &m 
.jntinned  in  practical  operation  aRerthe  renimsf 
peace,  exactly  as  it  had  been  dming  the  war,  the 
act  of  IGtb  of  April,  1818,  "  regulating  the  pay 
and  emolumeots  of  twevet  officeis,"was  pusa: 
by  which  it  was  eneeted  "  that  the  officen  oTtk 
army,  who  have  brevet  commissions,  shall  be  <■- 
titled  to,  and  receive,  tbe  pay  and  emtdomenbof 
their  brevet  rauk  when  on  duty,  andhaTi^  ■eooi- 
mand.  according  to  their  brevet  rank,  and  at  dd 

This  Ibw  raisM  the  question,  what  is  a  coa- 
mand  aecordiJBg  to  brevet  rank?  Genu^s  Gaiaef 
and  Scott  iasist  that  the  question  can  be  asawetri 
only  by  a  relerence  to  the  act  of  the  6th  July,  1S12, 
which  alone  designates  what  shall  be  considetW 
as  a  brevet  command,  and  declares  it  to  consist 
in  tbe  command  of  a  separate  post,  district,  or  de- 
laehment.  But  this  was  the  construction  abeadr 
in  practice,  and,  thus  constined,  the  law  was  aa- 
neoessary.  It  is  very  manifest  that  tbe  law  i^ 
intended  to  alter  something  in  the  [vactiee  of  tka 
pay  department,  which  Congress  disappfOYed ;  kM 
the  construction  for  which  these  genUeman  c» 
tend  would  confirm  the  practice,  ftnd  not  alter  k 
Jt  is  true  that,  if  we  put  aside  the  practice,  aaj 
look  at  the  laws  by  theinselvet,  the  coDstnKtaa 
for  which  tbeae  KeDttemen  contend  has  great  Awa 
for  if  the  act  of^I818  had  been  passed  with  nfr 
cBce  only  to  the  act  of  1916,  than,  as  tb«  '  -  -' 
the  act  of  1816  was,  according  to  my '—— 
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10  ietttoj  brevet  nok  and  pay  under  the  Peace 
EiuUiihBMDt,  the  act  of  1816  mmt  have  t>«ea 
cooudered  aa  designed  to  leeo^ise  and  restore 
ihem,  giTiiig  liie  pay  wheDever  the  rank  existed, 
aod  raferring  for  i(i  exposiiioa  to  the  act  of  1812, 
nrhich  was  liie  sole  creating  a:iid  diieciing  act 
upon  the  suhject.  3ueh,  I  a^aonledge,  was  mj 
owa  opiaioa  while  I  considered,  as  frran  my  aiiH- 
atioD  I  necessaiily  must,  the  Uws  a>  (landing 
alone,  and  the  act  of  1618  aizrowingeDtirdy ana 
K>l«lyout  of  iheactof  1815.  UDdenlandm^,  how- 
ever, from  your  DepartmeBt,  that  the  practice  wm 
already  precisely  ibatwhiebtiiiacoaatroctioD would 
educe  from  the  act  of  1818,  it  beeoDMe  manifeit 
ib*t  this  Utter  act  could  not  have  gfown  out  of  th« 
act  of  1815,  but  oot  of  the  eironsoiis  |waetice  un- 
der that  act  which  it  was  intended  to  correct  and 
reforoi ;  and  ihe  act  of  1818,  thna  coatlraed  with 
rerer«ice  to  the  eril  which  it  was  intended  to 
remedy,  has,  I  think,  been  correctly  eKponnded  by 
the  order  of  the  8th  May,  1818,  page  125  of  the 
printed  rules  and  regDlaiions  of  toe  War  Depart- 
ment, of  the  edition  of  1820,  to  wit :  ■■  BkycC  offi- 
cers shall  receire  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  their 
brevet  commissions  when  they  exercise  command 
equal  to  their  brevet  rank ;  for  example,  a  brevet 
captain  must  command  a  company ;  a  brevet  ma- 
jor and  a  brevet  lieutenant  colonel,  a  battalion  ;  a 
brevet  colonel,  a  regiment ;  a  brevet  brigadier  gen- 
eral, a  brigade  ;  abrevet  major  general,  a  divison." 
Brevet  Major  Generals  Qaines  snd  Scott  did  not, 
I  imderstaad,  command  divisioDS,  and  therefore, 
according  to  this  opinion,  were  not  entitled  to  the 
brevet  pay  of  a  major  general  under  ibe  a< 
1818. 

These  ffentlemen  further  insist  that  if  Ihe  a 
the  6th  ^ly  1812,  is  not  lo  give  the  rule  i 
brevet  rank  and  pay,  and  if  we  are  to  resort  to  the 
aumerioal  force  under  the  oommand  of  an  officer 
to  give  his  rank,  still,  by  (his  criterion  also,  they 
vrete  entitled  to  the  rank,  aad,  consequently,  to 
[he  pay  of  their  brevets,  under  the  act  of  1318; 
because,  althoiwh  their  actual  command  was  nc ' 
^ual  to  a  full  <nvision,  it  was  more  than  a  brigadi . 
:liat,  in  passing  the  limits  of  a  brigade,  it  trans- 
cended toeir  commission  as  brigadier  generals, 
Lod, called  for  a  higher  rank  in  the  commander, 
vhicb  call  could  be  satisfied  only  by  their  brevets 
if  major  general.  Thi;  position  considered  with 
critical  and  technical  rigor,  i^  perhaps,  con 
mt.  ia  construing  an  act  of  Congress,  we  a 
3ok  to  the  intention  of  the  law-maxers ;  and  there 
I  xiothioff  in  the  policy  or  language  of  the  act  to 
a<Iuce  tne  belie!  that  CooEress  were  looking  to 
ay  minaie  snbdivision  of  Oie  cases  before  them. 
''Ise  miicbief  intended  to  be  remedied  was  the 
rodigal  waste  of  the  public  money  in  the  profuse 
llowance  of  brevet  pay.  The  remedy  to  be  ap- 
Ited  was  to  restrict  ibis  allowance,  Ut-  To  such 
fS.cers  as  were  actually  on  duty ;  2d.  To  such 
'iaose  commands  aocorded  vitA  thtir  brevet  ra/nk.  If 
i^;se  latter  words  are  susceptible  of,twoconstrDC- 
9Xaa.  that  construction  must  be  preferred  which 
m  best  advance  the  remedy  and  repress  the  mis- 
ti^f  ;  and  if  the  construe  Lion  which  is  to  produce 
ias  effect  be,  moreover,  the  moat  obrioas  sense  of 


tion  it  must  be  prefen 

Now,  I  apprehend,  if  any  one  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  orgaDization  of  an  army  were  aaked 
"what  is  the  command  of  a  brigadierf"  The 
obvious  ujrwer  would  be  "  a  btigMe ;"  aad  so,  if 
asked  "  what  is  the  command  of  a  major  gene- 
ral?" The  obvious  answer  would  be  "  a  division." 
And  this,  I  apinehend,  was  the  meaiiiBg  of  Con- 
gress in  the  wocds  "  having  a  command  accord- 
ing  to  Uieir  brevet  rank."  Hence,  in  this  view  of 
the  subject  also,  I  apprehend  tltat  the  order  of  the 
War  Deputment  of  the  Stli  of  May,  181B,  befoK 

S noted,  naa  correctly  expounded  the  meaiyng  of 
lis  act. 

Wecome  sow  to  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1821, 
"  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace  BstaUish- 
menK  ot  the  United  States."  This  act  provides 
that  the  Peace  Establisbment  shall  be  cotopoeed 
of  four  reginMnts  of  artillery,  and  seven  regiments 
of  in&ntry,  with  such  officers  of  en^neers,  of 
ordnance,  and  of  the  staff,  •■  are  tfaoremafter  [oo- 
vided  for.  The  act  declares  what  officers  belong 
to  the  Peace  £atritlishmenl,  and,  among  others, 
that  th«r«  sbtll  beonetnajorgeoeraland  two  bti- 
gadier  generals;  and  on  the  antgect  of  pay,  it  i> 
daolan^  dial  ihe  officers,  dtc,  shall  hare  the  sanw 
rank,  pay.and  emolamenis,  as  ave  provided  is 
like  cases  bf  existing  laws. 

The  President  is  required  to  arrange  the  offiien 
and  troops  reiaiiMd  in  the  Peaoe  EstaUiabment, 
and  he  has  made  such  an  arrangement  as  has 
plaeed  Qeoaials  GaioM  and  Scott  at  the  head  of 
more  liMo  tern  legiments  eaoh.  By  the  mme  ast 
Cofi^tess  has  ad<9ted  the  System  of  Oeneral  R» 
fdations  for  the  Army,  compiled  fay  Major  Oear 
etal  Beolt ;  and  by  the  44th  artiele,  3d  paragraph 
(page  65)  of  iJMse  regulatioos,  it  is  stated  that 
two  r^;iments  shall  constitute  a  brigade,  and  two 
brigades  a  diviiion ;  so  that,  according  to  this 
amogemeat,  each  of  these  gentleaien  is  now  at 
Ute  head  of  a  corps  exceeding  the  amoant  of  a 
division.  It  is  true  that  this  section  of  the  r^ular 
tions  is  headed  "Gcuiomy  of  an  Army  in  Cam- 
paign," and  Ihe  partioalar  article  under  conaidera- 
tioD  coBtm[daies  the  orgaoizuion  of  troops  in 
toigades,  divisitms,  and  army  corps,  on  their  ar- 
rivalat  the  placeappointed  for  rendezvous.  Huee 
it  may  be  said  that  this  article  fivnisbes  no  cril^ 
rion  of  what  constitutes  a  division  in  qiiarlei& 
But  I  uaderstaod  that,  in  this  organisation  of 
tfoopa  into  brigades  and  divisions,  General  Scott 
has  proposed  nothing  new,  but  has  merely  pro' 
posed  to  give  an  authentic  form  to  tbe  pre-exist- 
mg  and  well  known  distribution.  That  compa- 
nies, regiments,  brigades,  aod  divisions,  constitute 
en  arrangement  kno.wD  in  time  of  peace  as  well 
as  in  war,  is  manifest  from  the  order  of  the  De- 
partment of  War  of  the  8tb  of  May,  1818,  founded 
on  the  act  of  the  16th  of  April,  of  the  same  year ; 
and  the  act  itself,  which  was  passed  in  time  of 
peace,  must  be  considered  as  recognisiog  the  same 
arraogement,  because  it  has  been  already  shown 
that  such  is  the  only  rational  constmotioo  of  tbe 
tertiu  "havinga  command  according  to  their  bt«- 
Tct  rank." 
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With  lueh  aulhorit^  before  di,  it  will  not  do  to 
affirm  that  a  "diTiiion"  is  r  tenn  of  diatTibutioD 
known  only  in  war,  and  whollj'  DnkoDwn  in  peacf . 
I  consider  il  as  faariDg  faeeD  clearly  witbin  ihe 
canUmpUtion  of  Congress  when  they  passed  (he 
act  of  the  16th  of  April,  1818,  and  the  order  of 
the  6th  of  May,  as  odne  only  a  mote  distinct 
declaration  of  the  same  fact  t  uaderstaod,  too, 
from  the  military  officers  in  the  department,  that 
four  regiments  were  clearly  and  always  considered 
u  composing  a  diTisioD,  before  the  adoption  of 
General  Scott's  regulations,  and  coDsequeotly  in- 
dependent of  their  authority.  This,  however,  is  a 
Suestion  which  yon  are  much  belter  qnsUGed  to 
ecide  than  myself. 

Assuming  it  for  the  present  that  each  of  these 
gentlemen  is  now  at  the  head  of  a  dirision,  the  ques- 
tion is,  whether  thev  are  entitled  to  the  pay  of  their 
brevet  rank  since  they  were  placed  in  this  siina- 
tioB.  The  question  is  extremely  diSeuti.  Look- 
ing at  the  act  in  a  general  view,  it  would  seem 
to  have  been  clearly  the  iatention  of  Congress  that 
the  Ooremment  sboold  be  charged  with  the  ez- 
nense  of  one  Major  General  only,  and  two  briga- 
diers, and  that  no  ptraumeM  arrsugement  which 
the  President  could  make  of  the  troops  od  the 
Fence  Establishment  should  avail  to  defeat  this 
wrpose.  This,  however,  is  matter  of  inference 
Aom  a  general  view  of  the  policy  of  the  law, 
which  must  yirid  to  any  esprest  declaration  of 
their  purpose  on  the  direct  snbjecl  of  pay ;  and  on 
this  subject  they  have  expressly  declared,  as  we 
have  seen,  that  the  rank  andpayihoald  be  gov- 
oned  by  Ine  existing  laws-  Now,  among  the  ex- 
isting laws  on  the  subject,  Is,  that  of  the  16th  of 
April,  IBIS,  which  recognises  the  brevets  of  the 
officers  composing  this  establishment,  and  de- 
clares that  they  shall  draw  the  pay  of  their  bre- 
vets whenever  they  have  a  command  according 
to  their  brevet  rank,  that  Is  to  »y,  (accordinr  to 
the  eonect  exposition  of  this  Department,)  that 
those  who  hold  Ibe  brevet  of  Major  General  shall 
draw  the  pay  of  that  rank  when  they  command 
divisions,  which  is  the  case  here. 

This  conclusion  seems  to  me  to  be  forced  upon 
us  by  this  explicit  provision  on  the  subject  of  pay ; 
sad  whether  Congress  foresaw  this  consequence 
or  not.  they  seem  to  me  to  have  rendered  it  im- 
possible for  us  to  avoid  it  by  any  fair  process  of 
reasoning.  If,  therefore,  these  gentlemen  are  in 
the  command  of  divisions  under  the  last  anange- 
meui,  1  think  them  entitled  to  the  brevet  pay  of 
Major  Generals  from  that  period. 

I  have,  4c.  WILLIAM  WIRT. 

Hon.  J.  C.  CALHOns,  Sw-ry  of  War. 


pa. 
fro 


[CooiDinniested  to  tbs  Houh,  Janosrj  39,  18SS.J 
Washinqtok,  Jan.  22,  1823. 
3b  the  HouK  qf  BtprtMMiative*  i 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  3d  in- 
stant, I  traa.mit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 


with  all  (he  documents  relating  to  the  mistmder- 
standing  between  Andrew  Jackson,  while  aciing 
as  Governor  of  the  Ploridas,  and  Eligius  Ptonm- 
tin,  judge  of  a  court  therein;  and  also  of  the  cm- 
respondence  between  the  Secretary  of  State  aal 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Majesty 
on  certain  proceedings  in  that  Territmy,  in  at- 
cutioD  of  the  4)oweTs  vested  in  ihe  Ooreraor  by 
the  Executive,  under  the  law  of  the  last  aeacioii, 
for  carrying  inio  effect  the  late  treaty  between  Ihe 
United  States  and  Spain.  Being  always  destrou 
to  communicate  to  Congress,  or  to  eitlier  House; 
all  the  information  in  the  possession  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, reapectiug  any  important  interest  of  our 
Union,  which  may  he  communicated  vriihoni  real 
iojury  to  our  constituents,  and  which  can  tardy 
happen,  except  in  negotiations  pending  with  for- 
eign Powers;  and  deeming  it  more  conaslent  with 
the  principles  of  our  Gov^nment,  in  cases  sabmii- 
ted  lo  my  discretion,  as  in  the  present  instuwe,  to 
hazard  error  by  the  freedom  of  the  commnniea- 
tion,  rather  than  by  withholding  any  portion  of 
iuformation  belonging  to  thesnbject,!  hare thon^i 
proper  to  communicate  every  docnment  camprttcd 


rithin  this  call. 


JAMES  MONROE. 


Depabtkent  of  State, 

WatAiagtoa,  Jan.  28,  1922. 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  has  been  re- 
ferred the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Reyresenta- 
tives  of  the  2d  instant,  requesting  the  Prendent  of 
the  United  Slates  to  cause  to  be  laid  bd'ore  that 
House  such  ioformation  as  he  may  think  proper 
to  communicate  in  relation  to  any  miatuderUaad- 
ing  between  Andrew  Jackson,  as  Governor  of  the 
Florides,  and  Eligius  Fromeotin,  as  judgeof  the 
court  therein,  and  in  relation  to  various  oihersnb- 
jects  connected  with  the  occupation  of  iJte  Fkii- 
das  during  the  last  year,  has  the  honor  of 


List  of  daenmsnts  tfanimitted  to  the  Housa  of  Bc{t«- 
sentstivea  with  tbs  MoMsga  of  the  President  of  (ht 
Unitwl  Bute*,  orUnnrj  38,  183S. 


I.  GoTornor  Jacksan  lo  the  Becretsrj  of  Staia,  Ab«k 
se,  1831. 

{Enthture*.) 
No.    1.  Mr.  Bnckenridgv  to  GoTsrnor  Jackson,  At- 
gust  SI,  1831. 
I.  Uovemor  Jackson  to  Mesan.  Wahon,  Bnck- 
snridge,  sad  Miller,  AognstSl,  1^1. 

3.  McMTs.  Walton,  Brsdenridsc  and  Hilkf.  u 

OoTernor  Jackson,  Angast  39.  L8S1. 

4.  Sam*  to  tJousa,  Augaat  31,  ISSl. 

5.  Mr.  Souis,  to  Menn.  Bra^enridge,  Walua 

and  Miller, 
e.  Hestr*.  Walton,  Brsekenndge,  and  Uiltor.s 

Mr.  Bonn,  Aogust  »,  IBS!. 
T.  Oovemot  Jsnkson  lo  Messrs.  Bntkr  asd  JU- 

ler,  AugDstSS,  ISSI. 
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B.  RelDTn  of  Htmn.  Bailer  tnd  MiUbt,  Aagnit 

its,  isai. 

9.  Eiuninatian  of  DomiagQ  Sooi*,  Angiut  3S, 
1881. 

10.  Older  to  Colonal  Btook,  Aoguit  22,  1821. 

11.  Order  to  Lieat.  Mouatz,  Angnit  S3,  1831. 
IS.  Order  to  Colonel  Batlei  end  Dr.  BroDBOgh, 

AuguetSU,  IS21. 

13.  Beport  of  Measra.  Butler  end  Brooaagh,  Au- 

goitsa,  1831. 

14.  Memorandam  referred  to  in  ibove  report,  An- 

gurt22,  1831. 

If).  Minute*  of  eitmination  of  ColoDai  CallaTt 
and  AotMoeFnllarat,  AngDiltS,  IBSl. 

Iff.  Order  for  the  imprinnment  of  Domingo  Son- 
Mi  Colonel  CaUaiEh  end  AntMoe  Fullant, 
Angnat  SS,  tSSl. 

17.  Mr.  Bnckanridga  to  GoTemor  Jaduon,  An- 

gnat  S3,  lesi. 

18.  Affidant  of  M.  Vid»l,  Angaat  3S,  1821. 

19.  Search  warrant,  Angoat  S3,  1831. 

30.  Betnrn  of  Meaen.  Walton,  Miller,  Sbannon, 

and  BiDirnjohn,  Augon  23,  182L. 
21.  Ordei  for  diacharga  of  M«un.  CaUiTa,Sou*a, 

and  Fullar&l,  AnguiC  33,  1831. 
3S.  Retain  of  Ciptain  Wagei,  Auguil  S4,  1831. 
23.  Mr.  Bracken nilge'*  receipt  to  Col.  Walton, 
Anguit  SS,  18S1. 
EiicDTtTa  PiaciiiiiseB — induding. 
No.  1.  Writ  of  habeaa  oorpua  in  the  c*a«  of  CallaTa, 
Angnit  S3,  IBSl. 
3.  Liealenant  Mcnnti  to  GoraiDDr  Jackion,  <D' 
dodng  above,  Aognat  38,  IBSl. 

3.  Mr.  Brackenridge  to  OoTernot  Jaekaon,  Au- 

gast  S4, 1831. 

4.  Memorandam  extracted  from  record  book  of 

Governor  Jackun. 
If.   Governor  Jaekaon  to  the  Becretarr  of  State,  Bep- 
tcmberSO,  1621. 

{Enciotura.') 
No.   I.  Proclamation,  September  S9,  1881. 

2.  Judicial  opinion,  in  two  newipapera,  (Floiid- 

ian  of  lOth  and  S2d  SepWmlMsr.) 
ill.   Secretarj  of  Eltate  to  Governor  Jaekeon,  October 
36,  18SI. 

(Enelimtrti.) 
Secretary  of  Stale  to  Jadge  Fromentin,  October 

se,  lesi. 

Mt.  Halnton'a  letter  to  the  Secreur;  of  Htale.  of 
flth  October,  1831,  with  ita  eneloaarea,  (wbidi 
aee.) 
[V-    Governor  Jaekaon  to  Becretary  of  State,  Novem- 
ber, 13,1831. 

(Eiuimirei.) 
So.    I-  Jailge  Fromentin  to  Governor  Jaekaon,  Sep- 
tember3,  ISSl. 

3.  Governor  Jaekaon  to  Judge  Fromentin,  Sep- 

tember 3,  IBSl. 

3.  Judge  Fromentin  to  Governor  Jaekaon,  Sep- 

tember 3,  18SI. 

4.  Governor  Jaekaon  la  jndga  Fromentin,  Sep- 

tember 3,  18SI. 
e.  CertiflealeofDr.  BronaBgh,8epl8mberS,  ISSl. 
a.  Certificate  of  Cid.  Bnller,  September  8,  ISSl. 

7.  CertiSeale  of  Mr.  Rntledge,  September  3, 1831. 

8.  Certifieate  of  LieDlenant  Donelaao,  November 

IS,  1831. 


V.  Fapera  left  at  Uu  Department  of  Stale  by  Doolor 
Bronaagb. 

No.  1.  Liautanant  Mount!  to  Oovernor  Jaekaon,  Sep- 
tember 34,  I88I. 

3.  Captain  Dade  to  lame,  Sepiontbar  26,  1621. 
9.  Affidavit!  of  A.  Scott,  Jr.,  and  J.  C.  MitdielL 

4.  Affidavita  of  John  Coppinger  Connor,  Sep- 

tember 22,  1881. 
TI.  Governor  Jaekaon  to  th<  Secretary  of  Stale,  Sep- 
tember 33,  1831. 

(£Rc£Mure*.) 
Ho.  1.  Affidavit  of  H.M.  Brackenridge,  Oct.  33,  IBSl. 
3.  Certidoate  of  Mr.  HaDuan,  Oct  lis  1881. 
a.  CertificalB  of  Millar,  Sliannos,  and  Naabit, 
October  S3,  1831. 
VU.  Secratar;  of  Sute  to  Governor  JaokMO,  Janit- 
a>y  I,  1832. 

l.—GerKTol  Jackson  to  Mr.  Adams, 

Penbacola,  Ai^/uit  26,  1821. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  dDcumenta  will  adviae  you 
of  an  occurrence  painful  to  m^  but  unaToidatdy 
ncceasarf,  and  dictated  by  the  tmpeiioaa  rules  of 
justice,  to  M¥e  the  unprotected  oipnaD  from  being 
ruined  by  the  most  cruel  oppression,  by  the  most 
corrupt  and  wicked  combinatioD  I  ever  in*esti> 
gated. 

IiL  the  re-eslablishmenl  and  resuscitation  of  the 
judiciary  in  Weat  Florida,  and  from  the  varioaa 
distribution  of  the  judicial  functions.  I  had  in- 
dulged the  hope  that  no  cases  would  occur  to 
compel  me  to  eiercice  the  judicial  powers  with 
which  J  was  invested  by  my  commission  from  the 
President. 

I  was  well  aware  that  much  corraption  eiisted 
in  Spanish  judicial  proceedings,  but  still  tny 
mind  was  not  prepared  to  expect  such  a  scene  of 
combined  wickedness  and  coiropiion  as  has  been 
btougbt  to  light  by  this  inTestigstion,  and  which 
the  enclosed  extracts,  taken  from  theociginsi  doc- 
uments or  records,  and  certified  by  the  alcalde  of 
PenMcola,  exhibit.  They  relate  to  the  succession 
or  estate  of  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal,  who  died  in  this 

[ilace  about  the  year  1807,  having  made  his  will, 
saving  persons  in  this  country  his  heirs,  bat  who^ 
from  that  time  to  this  day,  have  nerer  received 
one  cent  of  their  inheritance.  It  was  this  case 
which  gave  rise  to  the  proceedings  alluded  \o, 
marked  No.  1,  and  to  which  1  b^  leave  to  refe> 

The  document  No.  2  is  an  extract  of  the  whole 
proceedings  instituted  by  the  heirs  for  the  recor* 
ery  of  the  testamentary  papers  and  other  docK* 
ments  lelatire  to  the  estate  of  their  deceased  fa- 
ther, and  for  the  recovery  of  which  I  was  com- 
pelled to  exercise  my  judicial  functions,  and  to 
take  the  energetic  measures  i  did ;  and  which 
were  well  warranted  by  the  laws  of  Spain  as  wdl 
as  by  those  of  the  United  States ;  and  which  aloiie 
conld  have  preserved  to  the  heirs  of  Vidal  the  evi- 
dence of  their  right  of  property.  Without  these 
records  they  womd  have  been  unable  to  compel 
the  house  of  Innerariiy  &  Forbes,  the  depositary 
and  debtor  of  the  estate,  to  do  tkem  tight  and 
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justice.  Thb  act  of  jnstice  was  doe  to  them  by 
«vet*  Uw,  haman  and  dirine.  By  the  second 
article  of  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  this  right  was 
ezpr««ly  guarantied,  and^  under  that  article,  Col. 
Catlara,  as  the  Coniinusioner  of  Spain^  waa 
bcund  to  deliver  these  documents,  as  the  evidence 
of  the  light  of  property  bete,  at  the  time  of  bis 
snrrendenn^  the  conntry,  and  viih  other  papers 
which  he  did  deliver. 

It  is  clearly  to  be  perceived  that  the  influence 
of  J.  Inneranty  prevented  »U  the  decrees  of  Cal- 
lava,  as  well  as  or  his  predeeesson,  in  favor  of  tbe 
heirs  of  Vidal,  from  being  executed;  thus  exhit>- 
iting  a  judicial  mockery  without  example.  And 
by  the  influence  and  arts  of  thti  roan,  (and,  as 
some  have  it,  by  bis  gold,)  the  final  attempt  was 
nude  secretly  to  carry  away  the  papers  relating 
to  this  large  estate;  by  this  means  shielding  In- 
nersrity  from  all  responsibility  to  the  heirs,  and 
enabling  him  to  continue  in  undisturbed  possession 
of  property  to  a  very  targe  amoUDI  so  uojustly, 
corruptly,  and  fraudulently  obtaioed. 

I  uve  reaaoa  to  believe  that  Callara  would  not 
have  pmamed  to  stand  out  in  conismpt  of  my 
order,  but  thu  he  would  have  delivered  the  papen 
when  firaC  demanded,  nay,  that  he  would  have 
directed  Domingo  Sousa  to  hare  done  so,  had  be 
not  been  urged  to  this  obatinaie  resistance  by  some 
of  our  American  citizens,  under  tbe  impression 
that  I  would  not,  nay,  durst  not,  commit  nim  for 
the  contempt.  This,  added  to  the  influmce  which 
loaeiarity  had  over  him,  who  was  continually  by 
his  aide,  and,  I  am  convinced,  urging  him  to  with- 
hold the  papers,  from  a  belief  that  their  production 
would  unfold  tbe  villany  practised,  makea  him 
responsible  to  the  heirs,  and  destroys  both  his 
character  and  that  of  Callara.  It  was,  no  doubt, 
this  conviction  which  caused  him  to  make  the 
inroluntary  exolamatiou,  when  my  order  was  read 
to  Colonel  Callnva  by  Colonel  Bailer,  and  when 
told,  on  his  refntal  to  delirer  the  papers  proven 
to  be  in  his  houae,  that  he  must  appear  before  me, 
that  "the  die  was  cast."  Yes,  he  nid  traly  the 
die  was  cut;  btt  he  most  bare  dearly  seen  that 
tbe  tattj  the  inflneoce,  the  weohb,  the  power  of 
lio  individual,  not  eren  at  ianerari^  hiinself, 
mnild  any  longer  obstmct  the  pure  coannels  of 
justice. 

1  hare  to  regret  that  the  conduct  of  some  of  ovr 
officCTc  on  this  occasion  was  highly  reprehenaiUe, 
and  that  in  particular  of  Jud^  Fromeotiti  onact- 
counlaUe,  indecorous,  and  unjustifiable.  I  hare 
■id  indeeoroiia,  becanae,  from  an  interriew  with 
htm  on  tbe  sabject  of  his  jutiedietion  and  powers 
wider  his  eoranissionand  instruction^  it  was  well 
noderstood  that  the  former  only  atesded  orer  tbe 
rerenue  laws  and  the  acts  of  Congveaa  |irobibtliDg 
tbe  introdnctiDn  of  slaves.  My  commissions  and 
inslrtKtioDs  had  been  sfaown  btm,  and  he  had  ae- 
knowkdnd  alt  other  jndicial  powers  to  reside  in 
the  alcalde  and  in  other  jndlcia]  jurisdiction  under 
me,  as  well  as  in  those  with  which  J  was  in  rested 
by  the  President.  Afiler  Ibis  clear  nnderstanding 
between  us,  and  his  being  instrocted  to  aid  me  in 
the  admiaiitration  of  the  Qoremment,  to  attempt 
thus  to  oppeae  me  without  even  giving  me  notice, 


or  making  inquiry  into  the  nature  and  caase  of 
my  proce^ings;  to  issue  what  he  ealla  a  writ  of 
AoMM  eerpu*,  without  petition  or  affidavit,  or  oaib 
of  any  kiod,  aod  that  on  the  application  of  lonet- 
arity  and  of  some  Spanish  officers,  (the  fonnn 
interested  ia  tbe  destruction  of  these  papers,)  m; 
such  an  act  of  indecorum  and  contempt  of  my  ao- 
thoriiy,  and  displayed  such  ignorance  of  his  ttiiXj. 
to  say  the  least  of  it,  as  caused  me  to  notify  him 
to  appear  before  me,  and  show  cause  why  he  had 
attempted  this  improper  interference  with  me  in 
the  exercise  of  my  judicial  powen.  The  time 
when  the  ioierferenee  was  made  tenders  his  con- 
duct still  more  repreheneible ;  he  did  know  that 
oppositioQ  by  force  had  been  threatef)ed  by  CalliTa 
and  his  Spanish  officeta  to  my  anthority,  aided, 
as  they  had  a  right  to  beliere,  by  some  of  my  offi- 
cers. This,  aa  you  will  discover,  I  pal  dowD,i< 
it  ought  to  nave  been ;  and  the  lectore  I  gare  ihr 
judge  when  be  came  before  me  will,  I  Irost,  f« 
ibeniiure,  canse  hitn  to  obey  the  spiritof  his  coot- 
mission,  aid  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  ad- 
ministration oftheOoverDment,iastead  ofatteoipt- 
ing  to  oppose  me,  under  Spanish  influence. 

1  enclose  you  a  copy  of  toe  paper  he  callsawnt 
of  habeaf  cvrput.  If  tbe  view  of  this  paper  do» 
not  furnish  sufficient  evidence  of  bis  incapacity 
for  the  office  of  a  judge:  if  it  be  not  samcieoi 
to  strike  him  from  the  roll  of  jnd^,  I  must  say 
chat  ignorance  of  law  is  no  objection  agiinit 
any  one's  holdior  a  judicial  station,  bowerer  high 
and  important.  Judge  Fromentin  was  refreseoied 
to  roe  to  be  no  lawyer,  but  fiivorably  spoten  of  a^ 
a  man  of  literature;  but  1  could  not  have  formed 
such  an  idea  of  his  want  of  legal  knowledge  »s 
this  transaction  displays.  I  am,  therefore,  mcrr 
inclined  to  ascribe  his  conduct  to  weakness  ibas 
to  any  other  cause. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  whole  of  ihe  pro- 
ceedings, that  energetic  measures  were  uaavoida- 
ble,  that  mr  authority  was  attempted  to  be  set  si 
naught,  ana  my  orders  and  decrees  treated  with 
contempt.  I  could  not  view  Colond  CaUava  ia 
any  other  light  than  that  of  a  prirate  indiridul, 
charged  witn  violatii^  the  rights  of  others,  and 
selling  mr  authority  at  defiance.  I  could  not  dis- 
linguisb  tiim  or  his  situation  from  that  of  Do- 
mingo Sousa,  or  of  Fullarat,  his  steward.  Tbese, 
hy  Callava's  orders,  had  troaied  ray  anthwity  with 
contempt,  and  Callava  had  not  the  magnanimity 
to  relieve  them,  by  acknowledging  the  papas  id 
be  in  his  possession,  even  nfler  positive  proof  wu 
bad  of  the  fact  that  they  were  so.  I  did  believe,  and 
erer  will  believe^  that  inst  laws  can  make  no  dis- 
tinction of  privilege  between  tbe  rich  and  tbe 
poor;  and  that  when  men  of  high  siojiding  at- 
tempt to  trample  upon  the  rights  of  the  weak. 
they  are  the  fittest  objects  for  examfde  and  |>iubk- 
ment.  In  general,  the  great  can  protect  tbem- 
selves:  but  the  poor  and  humble  require  tbe  am 
and  the  shield  of  the  law.  Colonel  CaUava'i 
powers  baring  ceased  here  with  the  siureiider  ot 
ibe  country,  it  was  only  a  display,  and  lo  c(»sid- 
eied  by  me,  of  pompom  arrogance  and  igtKXvnce. 
in  bis  claiming  the  pririlqes  of  diplomaey,  which, 
in  fact,  he  never  possessed;  and  his  powers  har- 
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iag  ceased,  his  commiBion  accomplished,  the  pre- 
tensioD  which  he  sel  up  was  an  insult  to  the  weak- 
est undenlandiBg.  There  are  other  and  manf 
compiaints  by  the  Spanish  sabjects,  who  remain 
beie,  of  documents  relaling  lo  private  property 
being  missing  from  the  alcdde'a  oSoe.  If  proof 
i^  bad  where  (her  are,  demands  will  be  made,  and 
I  hope  (be  precedent  sel  will  prevent  the  necessitf 
of  again  exercising  those  painful  measuFes  to  co- 
erce their  production.  But,  should  such  occur,  I 
shall  not  shrink  from  my  duty,  however  painful  it 
may  be  to  m)[  feelings  to  exercise  such  aulboiity 
for  the  security  of  inose  individuals,  who,  nnder 
the  treaty,  look  to  our  Government  for  the  protec- 
tion of  their  rights. 

I  enclose  a.  memorandum,  marked  No.  3,  which 
ought  to  have  accompanied  my  last  comiuunica- 
tioa  to  you,  and  which  records  an  occuneiiee 
that  took  place  after  the  closing  of  my  dessatohes 
of  the  30th  of  July,  concluded  the  Ulh  iDat^tt, 
and  at  the  moment  of  their  departure.  This  com- 
munication I  could  not  receive  until  tbeioveutory 
of  provisions,  &c.,  agreeablj'  to  Galtava's  agree- 
ment,  and  the  pledge  of  his  secretary,  with  the 
proper  receipt,  was  delivered. 

Enclosed  you  wilt  receive  an  abstract  of  mv 
accounts  up  to  the  14th  of  AugU!>L  In  the  month 
of  October  you  will  receive  the  whole  by  the 
hands  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Bronaugh,  who  has  acted  as  my 
private  secretary,  with  all  the  necessary  voachns 
tor  closing  mv  accounts. 

I  have  the  bonor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  consider' 
ation  and  respect,  yoar  most  obedient  servant, 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Governor  of  the  Floridat. 

P.  8.  I  send  yon  a  newspaper  containing  an 
ordinance  "for  the  better  regulatioa  of  the  harbor 
of  Pensacoia,"  and  another,  "regulating  the  fees 
ofjttsticesof  the  peace;"  both  of  which  have  been 
passed  since  my  last  communication,  and,  from 
my  iH  health  and  great  press  of  business,  I  send 
yoa  throng h  the  paper  enclosed. 

X>oean>nta  rstatiaf  to  tha  arrttt  of  DoMloga  Souh, 
Coloarf  Jms  Oallava,  and  AutoiiM  Pnltarat,  en. 
ckwvd  ia  Oovarsor  Jaeksan's  laitM  of  the  Mtb  of 
Angnil,  ISSI. 


^rm  H.  M.  Brwimifiigt,  Alcalde,  to  HU  BtMmcp 


Penbacoi^  Auffoa  31,  1831 
Sir:  I  laam,  from  the  moot  aatistaetor^  e 
dence,  that  a  number  of  doenmenta  raluinc  to 
estates  in  this  place,  and  to  auita  instituted  here, 
arein  the  possession  of  an  individual  named  Sousa. 
These  papers  properly  belong  lo  this  office,  but 
were  not  iacluaed  in  the  inventory  delivered  by 
t  be  late  Governor.  Some  of  the  circumstaoces 
attending  the  afiair  are  of  a  very  peculiar  nature 
but  as  the  necessity  of  obtaining  possession  of  ibi 
clocnmenCi  is  urgent,  I  must  deier  making  a  report 
i-«speeting  theia  to  some  other  period.  At  present, 
X  most  request  your  Ezcetleney  to  anthorizs  some 


to  make  a  rc^lar  demand  of  (he  said  docn- 
ments,  and  to  ascertain  precisely  what  they  are. 

H.  M.  BR'aCKENRIDGE,  MeaUe. 
His  Ei'cy  Gen.  A.  Jackbon, 

OovmarofAtFUiTidat 

No.  S. 
BU  EkcdlmC]/  the  Gimcmor  to  MtMra.  Waiton,  Brack- 
earidgc,  and  WHet. 
Ofpios  of  Executive  of  Florida, 
VtMaaAa,  AvgaU  SI,  1821. 
Gentlehbn;  Having  been  officially  informed 
that  there  are  a  number  of  papers  or  docnments 
in  ibe  poasession  of  an  individual  of  the  same  of 
Domingo  Sousa,  of  a  pnUic  nature,  and  which 
bdoag  to  the  office  of  the  alcalde  of  this  town, 
rithoogh  not  delivered  with  the  other  doeumeBts 
relating  to  private  property,  yoa  are  hereby  au- 
(horiiM  and  instrocted  to  proceed  lo  the  dwelling 
of  the  said  Domingo  Sousa,  and  to  make  a  de- 
mand of  alt  huch  papers  or  documents  as  may  be 
'n  his  posseHsion,    In  case  the  said  Sousa  should 
refuse  to  exhibit  and  deliver  the  same^  you  will 
imtnediaiely  report  the  fact  to  me  in  writing. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

GovtraoT  oftke  Floridat,  f  e. 
Geobob  Walton,  Ssn^y  of  WiO.  FUirida. 
H.  M.  Bhackehbidoe,  MeaUU  of  Peiuaeola, 
JoHH  Miller,  CUri  Comity  Court  of  &eavMa. 

No.  3. 
fVom  tht  CmitmssvmtTi,  1/burt.  Wation,  Brackta- 
ridgt,and  MiUer,to  HitExedlmeytht  Gomnu/r. 
Pensacola,  A«gvit  2S,  1621. 
Sir:  At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  we 
repaired  to  the  dwelling  of  Domingo  Sousa, 
and  explained  to  him  the  object  of^our  visit, 
and  the  autboriiy  with  which  we  were  clothed. 
He  immediatelv  ^oduced  two  boxes  contain' 
ing  papers,  declaring  that  they  beloaged  to  the 
military  tribunal,  and  to  the  revenne  of  Spain. 
On  ncaminiug  the  said  papers,  it  appeared  that, 
with  a  few  exceptiom,  they  related  to  courts  mar- 
tini and  to  personal  dirputes  between  officers  and 
soldiers,  cognizable  by  the  military  tribunals.  But 
the  following  papers  we  conceive  to  be  of  a  very 
different  natare:  The  proceedings  relating  to  the 
estate  of  Nicholas  Maria  Vidal,  formerly  aaditor 
of  war  of  this  province,  and  whose  heirs  reside  in 
this  place.  They  relate  to  property  and  chims  in 
this  country;  and,  whatever  the  Spanish  law  may 
be  on  the  subject  of  the  military  privilege,  by 
which  the  military  courts  have  sole  cognizance  in 
all  cases  where  persons  of  that  profession  are  in 
any  way  interested^  yet,  in  this  case  the  persons 
now  inteicsied  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Span- 
ish Government.  Another  package  contains  the 
niers  in  the  case  of  Peter  Ouilkes  against  Tomas 
laseca,  which  relates  lo  real  property  that 
has  Vassed  into  other  hands.  There  are  also  pa- 
pers in  the  case  of  Manuel  Bonfay  against  Carlos 
de  ViUe,  relating  to  a  lot  of  ground  in  Pensa- 
cola;  also,  the  proceedings  between  Carlos  de 
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Ville  and  Eugene  Siena,  relaling  to  real  property  i 
here,  aod  in  which  olhef  parties  are  now  inter- 
esiea.  These  are  all  the  papers  we  eonceire  im- 
portant to  the  iuhabitanta  here,  exccpiiug  some 
cases  of  admiralty  jurisdiclioo,  and  one  as  late 
aa  1819;  but  which  appear  to  be  principallf  co- 
pes, the  otigiDah  haviae  been  sent  lo  Havaaa. 

Af[er  haviDg  examioeiTthe  whole  of  the  papers 
in  the  possession  of  the  said  Souja,  we  made  a 
demand  of  the  foregoing,  but  he  refused  Co  deliver 
them,  declaring  that  he  was  merely  the  servant 
of  the  laie  Governor  Caliava,  who  had  placed 
them  in  his  hands,  and  that,  without  an  order  from 
hitn,  they  could  not  be  given  up  to  us.  We  then 
made  a  formal  demand,  in  writing,  and  which  i« 
anaeud  to  Ihis  report;  and  the  same  evetiing  we 
received  his  answer,  hereto  annexed. 

We  then  prepared  the  annexed  letter  of  the  22d, 
buL  when  presented  to  him  by  Colonel  Miller  and 
U.  M.  Brackenridge,  he  declined  receiving  it,  sta- 
ting Ihat  he  had  no  control  over  the  papers ;  that 
Colonel  Collava  was  the  penan  of  whom  they 
must  be  denianded  ;  and,  therefore,  refused  to  re- 
ceive any  letter  frosi  them.  He  further  stated, 
that  he  had  commnnicBied  (he  demand  to  Coloaei 
Caliava,  who  told  him  to  answer  by  simply  stating 
that  he  was  subordinate  to  bis  (Collava's)  orders. 
He  said  thai,  in  order  to  relieve  himself  from  the 
responsibility  of  keeping  the  papers,  he  was  about 
to  deliver  them  to  the  late  Governor. 


No.  4. 

From  Metm  WcUUm,  Bradunridgt,  and  MiiUr,  to 

Mr.  Souta,  Tf/tmd  to  in  the  a6itiw  r^ori. 

Penbacola,  Augvft  21^  1821. 
Sir:  We  have  this  day  been  authorized  and 
instructed  byhisExcellency  Geo.  Andrew  Jackson, 
Governor  of  the  Floridas,  to  require  you  to  deliver 
up  certain  public  documents,  which  no  private 
individual  has  a  right  to  keep,  as  they  relate  to 
the  rights  of  persons  holding  or  claiming  prop- 
erly in  this  province.  Among  these  papers,  it 
is  believed  there  are  the  documents  relating  lo  the 
estate  of  Don  Nicolas  Vidal,  whose  heirs  are  inte- 
rested in  the  same  ;  also  the  papers  relating  to  a 
bouse  and  lot  in  Pensacola,  which  was  the  subject 
of  a  proceeding  between  Carlos  de  Ville  and  Eu- 
gene Sierra  )  also  a  proceeding  between  Manuel 
Bonfay,  and  Carlos  de  Ville,  rdating  to  a  pieceof 

Sauna  in  this  plaoe;  and  also  the  documents  in 
e  case  of  Peter  Ouilkes  and  Thomas  Viliaseca, 
relating  to  real  property  in  Pensacola.  In  porau- 
ance  of  our  instructions,  we  therefore  make  a 
formal  demand  of  the  foregoing,  and  of  all  other 
papers  which  relate  directly  lo  the  right  of  pnvate 

nlierty  in  West  Florida,  and  in  which  the  in- 
litants  thereof  are  interested. 

GEORGE  WALTON, 

Seeraary  ^  Wat  Flonda. 
H.  M.  BRACKENRIDGE, 
JOHN  MILLER. 
DoMinao  SoutA. 


Fnm  Mr.  SiMiatoMtatrt,  WoUoii,BTackemrVgt,a^ 
Milier,  aim  rtfernd  U>  in  taeir  rtport. 
Messrs.  Alcalde  and  Secketarieb  :  I  am  t 
Spanish  officer,  staying  at  present  in  Pensacola, 
and  subject  by  my  commission  to  the  orders  of  the 
late  Governor  of  this  place,  Don  Jose  CallaTi; 
consequently,  I  have  not  imder  my  charge,  in 
qnality  of  a  private  individual  of  this  town,  any 
papers  which  I  am  bound  to  deliver  to  you  in  com- 
pliance with  your  request.  It  is  a  positive  Act, 
thai  I  have  exercised  the  functions  of  assistant 
witness  (tatigo  de  airittenfia)  for  the  suits  in  the 
courts  of  war  and  revenue  in  Pensacola,  and  undra 
the  Spanish  Government,  and  that  there  are  is 
my  safe-keeping,  boied  up,  some  of  those  papers 
intrusted  to  my  care  by  the  above-named  Qovon- 
or  for  their  preservation.  This  is  all  I  have  to 
communicate  to  you  in  answer  to  the  letter  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  address  to  me  to-day. 
God  preserve  you  many  years. 

DOMINGO  SOUSA. 
A  correct  iranslaiioo. 

E.  A  RUTLEDGE, 

TV.  SjdimM  ZiM^nM^ 

No.  6. 


Penbacola,  Anffua  23, 1881. 
Sib  :  Your  note  in  re[Jy  to  our  demaDd  of  yes- 
day,  has  been  received.  Tou  are  in  the  exercise 
of  no  civil  functions  under  the  existing  Govcnt- 
ment.  We,  therefore,  can  only  regard  yoa  as  a 
private  person.  We  do  not  claim  any  papers  is 
your  possession,  or  in  that  of  any  other,  relalii^ 
lo  the  miLtary  iiihooals,  or  to  the  revenue  of  ise 
Spanish  Government ;  but  we  are  certain  that  bo 
individual,  no  matter  what  office  he  may  have 
held  under  the  Spanish  Government,  has  any 
rigbt  to  retain  possession  of  archives  or  doeumenti 
which  relate  directly  to  the  sovereigitty  of  ihb 
province ;  and  no  reason  can  be  given  why  soch 
papers  as  concern  properly  in  this  coontry,  and 
which  may  be  necessary  to  establish  titla  or  bsrtI 
the  rights  of  individuals,  should  be  withheld  froa 
the  officer  now  authorized  to  takechai^of  tbea. 
We  again  make  a  positive  demand  of  the  pa- 
pers mentioned  in  our  note  of  yesterday,  to  wit: 
the  documents  in  the  case  of  Nicolas  Maria  Vt- 
datj  the  proceedings  between  Carlos  de  Ville  and 
Eugene  Sierra ;  a^,  a  proceeding  between  Man- 
uel Bonfay  and  Carlos  de  Ville,  and  the  docu- 
ments in  the  case  of  Peter  Ouilkes  and  Tomas  VH- 
laseca.  These  papers  are  known  lo  be  io  yonr 
possession,  and  we  demand  to  know  by  vAose  an- 
thorily,  as  no  person  whatever  has  any  right  ta 
authorize  you  to  detain  them.  ' 

GEORGE  WALTON.  L 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDGK.    ! 

JOHN  MILLER.  ' 

Don  DouiR«o  SODBA. 
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Tmniaettoia  in  Ftaridn — Qmend  Jaehtm. 


Note. — This  letter  *ras  handed  to  the  above- 
Danwd  Domingo  Sonsa  by  ttre  vrtttlTt^gkied^,  and 
the  said  Boora  refo^ed  to  receive  the  ssme: 

H:  M.  BRACEENaiDGK. 
KlHFf  MILLBR. 
No.  7. 
From  HfM  SmOme^  At  GotetiKir  to  JMmm.  ^Otr 

OfTICE  op  BltBOCTIVE  OP  pLOHIDA. 

Vvmaaia,  Aagatt  3?,  1821. 
It  beioz  made  kaoWn  to  me  by  the  report  of 
Colonel  George  WaltoD,  Secretary  of  West  FJoi- 
ida,  H.  M.  Blacken  ridge,  alcalde  of  the  city  of 
Pensaeola,  aod  Colonel  John  Milln',  cleik  of 
the  cbuntf  court  for  the  coonly  of  Escambia, 
duly  authorized  aod  appointed  by  me  to  make 
demand  of  and  to  recetre  the  following  docu- 
meDts  and  arckire*,  ctaiiaed  to  appertain  and 
belong  to  the  following  pereous,  as  eridence  of 
their  real  and  personal  nghta,  which  are  guar- 
antied  to  them  by  and  under  the  second  article 
of  the  late  treaty  with  Spain,  and  which  are 
Tepreaented  lo  be  in  the  posseasion  of  Domingo 
Souia,  who  slates  that  these  documents  and  pa- 
pers have  been  placed  Jn  bis  charge  and  care  by 
the  late  Qoveioor  of  West  Florida,  Don  Jotie  Cal- 


documeaa  in  the  proceedings  between  Carlot 
ViUe  and  Eugene  Sierra ;  third,  the  docbmenU 
ID  the  case  of  Manuel  Bonfay  and  Carlos  de  Vil- 
le ;  fourth,  documents  in  the  proceedings  in  the 
case  of  Peter  Ouilkes  against  Tomas  villaseca : 
Colonel  Robert  Botler,  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  Colonel  John  Miller,  clerk  of  tiie  coun- 


Domingo  Sousa,  together  with  the  said  pawrs, 
and  bring  him  and  them  before  me,  at  my  office, 
irnmediately,  to  the  end  that  he  then  and  there 
LDSweranon  interrogatories  as  may  be  put  to  t 
tnd  to  comply  with  such  order  and  decree  touch- 
as  the  said  documents  and  records  as  the  rights 
>t  the  individuals,  secured  lo  them  by  and  under 
he  second  article  of  the  treaty  with  Spain,  coi 
winded  at  Washington,  S2d  February,  1819,  ai 
ati£ed  on  the  corresponding  day  of  1821,  may  r 
,aire,  and  the  justice  of  the  Case  demaad. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Pensacola,  thb  2! 
toy  of  August,  1821. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Chvenwr  oftht  FUrridne,  ^i 

No.  a 

lUtura  of  CalmtU  BiUler  and  MSkr  lo  1]u  aibotM. 
Pevbacola,  Angiut  SS,  1831, 
We  have  the  honor  to  report,  tha  I  we  proceeded 
y  the  house  of  the  withiR'named  DaminB;o  Sousa, 
■d  found  that  the  papOTs  referred  baa  been  by 
bn  taken,  through  the  aid  of  a  negro,  (as  he  re- 
irts,)  to  the  house  of  Don  Jose  Callava,  late 
■tvemor. 

'The  body  of  Domingo  Sousa  is  herewith  pre- 
bted  to  you. 

17th  Com.  1st  Siaa.— 73 


We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yew 
lost  obedient, 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 
JOHN  MILLER. 

No.  9. 
£tamination  of  Domtngo  Sotua. 
OppibE  ar  TBB  ExBcirnvB  op  PlomIia, 
PUnwoQLA,  J(V«Mt2a,  18S1. 

PrCKUt:  His  ExeeHeilcy  the  Ooveraof. 

Question  1.  Were  yod  not  in  possession,  on  yes- 
terday and  this  morning,  of  ibe  following  papers: 
thai  (a  to  »ay,  the  tfocmnents  relating  tO  we  estatt' 
of  Nicolas  Maria  VidBl? 

Answer.  Yes. 

duesiion  2.  Had  you,  or  had  you  not,  in  the 

me  manner,  at  the  same  time,  in  vour  posses- 

3n,  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Carlos  de  Ville 
and  Eugene  Sierra,  relative  to  property  in  this 
province  ^ 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  S.  Had  you  in  your  possession,  in  like 
manner  and  time,  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of 
Manuel  Bonfay  and  Cfarlos  de  Ville,  relating  to 
propeny  in  this  province'? 


Peter  Guilkea  against  Tomaa  VilUieca,  relating 

to  properly  in  Pensacola  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

Question  5.  Whether  the  docnmentsaad  papers 
all  the  above  cases  do  not  relate  to  private  pro- 


Rouge,  but  that  the  heirs  are  here. 

Question  6.  Is  not  the  caee  of  Carlos  de  Ville 
and  Eugene  Sierra  dq  the  subject  of  a  piece  of 
gronnd  m  this  placed 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question  7.  Is  not  the  case  of  Bonfay  and  De 
Ville  relative  to  a  piece  of  ground  in  this  place? 

Answer.  It  relates  to  the  same  piece  as  that  of 
De  Ville  and  Sierra. 

QaestioD  8.  Is  not  the  case  of  Gnilket  and  VU- 
laseca  in  relation  lo  properly  in  this  place? 

Answer.  That  the  case  related  to  a  piece  of 
property  in  Pensacola. 

QuestioQ  9.  When  and  hjr  whom  were  these 
papers  placed  in  your  possession  7 

Answer.  Thai  those  papers  were  placed  in  hi* 
possession  at  the  time  oi  ibe  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, when  the  civil  functions  were  distri- 
buted to  the  alcalde  ;  that  this  was  better  than  a 
year  ago. 

Question  10.  Did  you  ever  act  as  civil  alcalde 
in  Pensacola  ? 

Answer.  No ;  that  he  was  a  clerk  or  witness  tb 
atUUneia. 

Question  11.  Who  was  alcalde  at  the  lime  of 
your  obtaining  possession  of  the  papers  1 

Anawer.  Don  Jose  Norriega. 

Question  12.  Did  not  alT  papers  appertaining 
to  the  rights  of  individuals,  and  relatmg  lo  soils 
before  the  alcalde,  belong  to  his  office  1 
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Answer.  Yes,  ali  that  weie  of  >  ciril  Datare ; 
and  all  such  have  been  delivered,  but  not  the  mil- 
itajr  papers. 

QuestioQ  13.  At  what  time  this  moroing  were 
the  paiiers  which  had  been  demanded  of  van  de- 
livered by  you,  to  whose  order,  and  ihrougk  what 
channel  1 

Answer.  That,  after  thedemand  had  been  made 
by  Colonel  Walton,  the  alcalde  and  Colonel  Mil- 
ler, DOW  present,  he  went  to  Cuonel  Callara,  and 
stated  that  he  wished  to  free  himself  from  the 
responsibiliiy  of  keeping  them,  and  that  he  this 
morning,  at  eleven  o'clock,  had  them  carried  to 
Governor  Callava's  house  hj  a  negro  belonging 
to  Manuel  Domingo,  and  there  delivered  to  Fuf 
larat,  the  major  domo  of  the  GoTemor. 

Qaention  14.  When  f  ou  wished  to  free  yourwlf 
from  the  respontibilily  of  keeping  the  papers,  what 
was  the  replv  of  Governor  CallnvaT 

Answer.  He  said  noibing. 

Q,uestion  15.  Do  you  know  (hat  Governor  Cal- 
lava  received  possession  of  the  papers  1 

Answer.  He  does  not  know  p(»ilively  whether 
the  Governor  bas  received  tbem  or  not;  that  he 
went  with  the  negro,  and  the  papers  were  left  at 
the  bou3e.  There  was  no  person  there  but  the 
major  domo,  in  whose  charge  they  were  left. 

D.  S0U8A. 
No.  10. 
Order  to  ColanH  Broott. 

Pensacola,  Aiiguet  23,  ISSl. 

Sis:  You  will  furnish  an  officer,  sergeant,  mt. 
poral,  and  twenty  men,  and  dii  '       "" 

call  on  me  by  half-past  eight  c 
They    will  have  their*  arms  nnd  accoutremeni 
complete,  with  twelve  rounds  of  ami 


petition  of  Henry  M.  Brackenridge,  alcalde  foi 
ibe  city  of  Pensacola,  and  which  were  demanded 
under  my  orders,  as  the  property  of  private  iodi- 
vidualt,  by  Colonel  George  Walton,  secretary  fw 
West  Florida,  Colonel  John  Miller,  clerk  al  tbr 
country  court  of  Escambia,  and  Henry  M.  Brack- 
enridge,  alcalde  for  the  ctiy  of  Pensacola,  were, 
aAer  said  demand,  to  pursuance  of  my  orders  v 
aforesaid,  was  made,  by  the  uid  Domingo  Socm 
and  a  necro  nuin  carried  thi*  day  to  the  noose  ti 
the  late  aoveroor,Don  Jose  Callava,  and  ddirered 
tba  said  documents  and  papers  into  the  posscKsioB 
of  his  steward,  named  Fulurat: 

Colonel  Robert  fiutler.of  Ibe  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  and  Doctor  James  C.  Bronaugh,  m- 
companied  by  Henry  M.  Brackenridge,  Bsq.,  al- 
calde for  the  city  of  Pensacola,  will  wait  upon 
Colonel  Don  Jose  Caliava,and  bis  steward,  nameil 
FuUarat,  and  demand  from  tbem  the  foilowiD; 
papers,  Ibis  day  delivered  to  the  said  Fullaniii 
the  house  of  the  said  ^  ' 
Domingo  Sousa,  that 
ments  and  papers  relating  to  i^e  estate  of  Nicolis 
Maria  Tidal.  2d.  The  documents  in  the  procted- 
ings  between  Carlos  de  Ville  and  Eugene  Sirm. 
SdT  The  documents  and  papersin  (be  case  ofMu- 
uel  Bonfayand  Carlos  de  Ville.  4lb.  Docmnoici 
and  papers  on  the  proceedings  in  the  caseof  Pficr 
Qnilkes  against  Tomas  Villaseca.  All  which 
documents  and  papers  are  acknowledged  lobe 
the  property  of  individuals,  and,  appettainiag  to 
their  rights,  and  which  are  secured  to  tbcn  by 
and  under  Ibe  second  article  of  ibe  treaty  witb 


„  the  officer  to  Spain,  concluded  at  [be  city  of  Waahingtonon  me 
lock  for  orders.  |  2Sd  day  of  February,  1819,  and  raliBed  on  the  cor- 
;  responding  day  of  1821,  and  must  remain  for  tit 
protection  of  the  rights  and  properly  of  theaiit 
individuals ;  and  no  officer  of  Spain  can  righttUlf 
take  them  away,  or  keep  them  from  the  office  of 
the  duly  appointed  alcalde  for  thecity  of  Fensaeoli. 
It  is  fuTiber  ordered,  that  if  ibe  said  late  Goveraa 
Don  Jose  Callava,  or  his  steward  Fullaiat,  irhtn 
the  above-described  papers  are  demanded  of  tbem. 
should  fail  or  refuse  to  deliver  the  same,  that  ibt 
said  Don  Jose  Callava  and  his  stewurd  Futlani 
be  forlhwilb  brought  before  me,  at  my  office,  iha 
and  there  to  answer  such  inlerrogatories  as  nuy 
be  jiul  to  tbem  of  and  concerniog  the  premitn. 
order  and  dt 


Ocvmior  o/lke  Floridoi,  ^c. 
Col.  Georoe  M.  Brooke, 

Commaadii^  4(A  Infitntrg. 

No.  11. 

Oder  to  LiaOtnant  MouiMi. 

PiiNBAcOLA,  August  22, 1321. 
Should  Colonel  Callava  and  bis  steward  refuse 
to  deliver  the  documents  which  will  be  required    ^  j,...  .„  .u^.u  >.i  auu  tmmc 
of  them  by  Colonel  Butler  and  Doctor  Bronaugh,  i  and  to  abide  by  and  perform  _       _ 

and  on  the  report  of  Colonel  Butler  to  you  of  their  |  eree  touching  ihe  saiddocuments  and  jwipetj, 7se 
refiBal,  you  will  immediately  Is  ke  the  said  Colonel '  cured  to  them  as  aforesaid,)  as  the  justice  of  ifcf 
Callava  and  his  steward  Futlarai  into  custody.  I  case  mav  demand. 


a  steward  Futlarai  into  custody, 
ind  bring  tbem  before  me,  to  anwer  such  interro- 
gatories as  are  required  by  the  cireumsiancea  at- 
tending the  case. 
Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Lieutenant  Mountz,  Officer  i^f  the  guard*. 

No.  12. 
Order  to  CaUmel  BvOtr  and  Doalor  Bronaugh. 
OrncB  or  ExECUTtvE  of  Flobida, 

Penmeoia,  Avgtut  22,  1821. 
It  being  made  known  to  me,  by  the  confession 
of  Domingo  Sonsa,  that  the  papers  named  in  the 


may  demand. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  Pensacols,  the  Z 
day  of  August,  1621. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
GoMmoT  of  Ute  flortdu,  ^. 
To  Colonel  Boubt   Bctlik,  of  iba  Anav  of  ikr 
Uidlad  SutMiBod  Doalor  Ja«u  C.  Bmvkacsi.k 
conpanv  with  Bmai  M.  BaACKaKBi»«K,  M  cu" 
culB  and  letura,  mil  report  thareon. 
No.  J  3. 
^rpoit  0/  Mturi.  Sntler  and  Btv>tavj/h. 

Pembacoij,  .rfiwurt  22,  ISSL 

SiB :  Pursuant  to  your  official  order  bnhaf 

tbia  date,  we  proceeded  (o  the  house  of  C«k«El 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


2309 


APPENDEL 

TVaiuaatoiu  i%  FMda~-Gmmil  Jaeitoti. 


aaio 


CbIIbtb,  -who  was  abeeot ;  but,  enin  relurniDg  to 
his  houK  shonlf  after,  we  found  him,  accompa- 
Died  by  a  number  of  Spaniah  offieen  clothed  with 
their  side  arms,  and  Mr.  Jobn  laoerarily,  in  the 
porch.     The  demand  wa*  formally  made  of  the 
aocuments  enumerated  in  yoaronler,asd  peremp- 
lorilv  refused  ;  irhen  he  was  iaformed  that  his  re- 
fusal would  be  considered  as  setting  at  defiance 
the  aulbority  exercised  by  you  as  Oovetnor  of  the 
Flaridas,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws ;  and  they 
were  again  demanded,  and  the  consequences  of  re- 
fusal on  his  part  enumerated,  but  in  whicb  refusal 
he  still  persisted  ;  and  we  were  about  taking  our 
leave  to  prepare  for  the  final  execution  of  your 
order,  when  Colonel  Callava  declared  that  it  we 
'would  furnish  hint  with  a  copy  of  tbe  memoran- 
dum, setting  forth  the  documents  required,  he 
would  deliver  them  to  dsj  to  which  we  assented. 
The  alcalde,  H.  M.  Braakeatidge,  accordingly 
waited  on  him  with  ^  copy  of  the  memorandam 
herewith  accompanied,  and  informed  him  that  be 
-would  call  in  two  hours  for  the  reception  of  the 
documents,  as  promised.    We  proceeded  al  the 
appointed  time,  and  found  tbegate  and  front  part 
of  tbe  boose  closed.    The  former  were  openeo  by 
remoTing  a  bar,  and,  on  reaching  the  latter,  a 
considerable  stir  seemed  to  be  making  in  the 
bouse.    We  knocked  seferal  times  without  reeeiv- 
ing  any  answer,  when  admittance  was  demanded 
in  tbename  of  the  Oovernor  in  three  instances ;  slill 
without  reply.     The  guard  was  then  ordered  to 
advance  and  form  in  front  of  tbe  house,  and  part 
detached  to  the  rear,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
tbe  back  dooi  was  open,  and  several  Spanish  of- 
ficers, with  Mr.   lonerarity,  (who   is  one  of  your 
cabildo.)  were  in  the  porch.    We  inquired  for 
Oolonel  Caliava,  to  which  we  were  answered  they 
did  not  know  where  he  was.   Lights  were  procur- 
ed and  the  rooms  searched,  when  Colonel  Callara 
vras  foiuid  in  his  bed,  divested  of  his  coat.    De- 
niAnd  was  then  made  at  the  documents,  agreeably 
to  his  promise,  and  to  our  astoaishmeiit  ibey  were 
still  refused,  and  several  attempts  made  on  bis 
part  to  show  thai  he  was  not  amenable  to  the 
ISL^vs  ;  to  which  he  was  answered  that  the  Gov- 
ernor was  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  hound  to 
demand  toe  papers,  as  they  appertained  to  the 
rights  and  properly  of  individuals  resident  in  Pen- 
sacola,  and  that  formal  complaint  bad  been  made 
cbai  they  were  improperly  withheld,  and  that  the 
C3oreraor  koew  do  distinction  between  Colonel 
O^allavB  and  any  other  man  under  his  Oovern- 
xzsent.    We  then  proposed  that  Colonel  Caltava 
±i±>ould  deliver  the  papers,  and  he  should  have  onr 
receipt  for  them  ;  which  was  also  refused.    We 
tJxen  again  demanded  them,  reiterating  our  senti- 
Kxx«nls  that  his  refusal  would  be  viewed  as  an  act 
erf  op^n  mutiny  to  the  civil  authority  exercised  in 
c  be  Floridas,  and  that  he  mont  espect  ibe  conse- 
f^tJteneea.    He  persisted  to  refuse,  and  tbe  officer 
^£'    the  guard  was  ordered  to  take  him  and  his 
tC^'wanfFoIUrat  into  costody,  and  bring  them  be- 
c^  re  your  Excellency  ;  whicn  is  now  done.    We 
fvoold  add,  in  conclusion,  that  Colonel  Caliava 
.^jyeatedly  asterted  that  he  woold  not  be  taken 
,  KS  C  of  his  bonae  alive,  but  be  aeemed  to  act  with- 


out much  difficulty  when  the  gnaid  was  ordoed 
to  prime  and  load.  A  corporal  and  three  mm 
were  detached  to  remain  and  guard  the  house  of 
Cdonel  Caliava,  and  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
the  boxes  which  had  contained  the  docamenta, 
and  which  Mr.  Brackeoridge  recognised  iu  the 
bed-room.  From  the  relation  in  which  Mr,  Ic 
nerarity  stands  in  this  business,  tt^ther  with  the 
interest  taken  on  the  side  of  Colonel  Caliava,  and 
al  the  same  time  exercising  the  functions  of  oneof 
the  cabildo  of  this  city,  we  deem  it  an  iodispan- 
sable  duty  to  recomm^d  that  your  Bxcellenoy 
will  fill  his  place  in  tbe  cooncU  wiih  a  ehantetct 
who  will  manifest  a  proper  respect  for  the  Agwty 
of  the  laws  and  you  their  Executive; 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

R.  BUTLBR,  Cd.  U.  S.  Amg. 
1.  C.  BRONAUQH. 

Hii  £x'cy  A.  JAOxaon, 

Q<nmmTqftheFiaridat,^ 

Ha  14. 

Afmiorandum  referred  to  in  the  oiore  report.  ' 

Penbacdla,  Ai^ntt  33, 1821. 

Memorandum  of  the  documents  which  have 

this  day  been  demanded  of  Colonel  Joae  Caliava, 

agreeably  to  the  order  of  his  Excellency  M^ot 

General  Jackson,  Governor  of  tbe  Flondat,  and 

whicb,  on  the  dema  nd  of  Colonel  Robert  Butler  and 

J.  C.  Bronaugh,  accompanied  by  H.  M.  Bracken' 

ridse,  Colonel  Caliava  promised  to  deliver  to  Coi- 

ond  Butler,  if  they  ubould  be  found  in  the  bona 

delivered  lo  him  by  Domingo  Souaa. 

1.  The  papers  relating  to  the  estate  of  Jow 
Maria  Vidal. 

2.  Proceedings  in  the  case  of  Carlos  de  ViUe 
and  Eugene  Sierra. 

3.  Proceeding  in  the  case  of  Manuel  Bonfay 
and  Carlos  de  Ville. 

4.  Documents  iu  ihe  case  of  Peter  Quilkea  and 
Tomas  Villascca. 

The  whole  of  the  above  papers  bavins  relation 
lo  the  rigbLs  of  property  in  West  Florida,  and  in 
which  private  individuals  are  inleresled. 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDGE, 
AUaldt. 


OtncE  OF  THE  Executive  of  Flobioa, 

Fauamla,  Aujput  23,  1821. 

Colonel  Jose  Caliava  being  brought  before  An- 
drew Jackson,  Governor  of  the  Flondas,  to  answer 
certain  interrogatories  relative  to  documents  and 
papers  named  in  a  schedule  bearing  this  dale,  and 
whicb  relate  to  the  property  and  sovereignty  of 
the  Florida*,  the  following  interrogatories  were 
put  to  him,  viz : 

ftnesiion  1.  Were  or  were  not,  the  papers  men- 
tioned in  a  Ecbedole  handed  10  yon  by  H.  H. 
Brackeoridge,  alcalde  of  Ibe  eily  of  Peosacola, 
delivered  by  Domingo  Sousa  at  your  house,  ihis 
day,  to  Anioine  Folhrai,  your  major  domo ;  and, 
if  80,  at  what  time  of  tbe  day? 
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Awwef.  Dixo  que  yo  jxolwto  wltrancmeiile 
coBtra  el  scto.  que  Mm  U£  djez  y  nwdis  de  U 
■•elie,  tacaDdole  de  %ae  cama,  donde  se  hallaba 
M&imo;  qae  at  Bcinda  como  comisuio,  Etfta- 
Ifatlk  tyie  ea  por  el  OobieiDO  Bspafiol,  bazo  el  Cra- 
tado  ncieBteaaeale  oetdirado  coa  dicho  Gobierno 
jral.de  In  Etladoa  Unidos  poc  la  eesLoa  de  las 
SUccidu,  cuya  comuioii  me  ha  sido  confiado— here 
fhe  Qoiernor  itopped  Colonel  CaltavB,  and  de- 
tected the  foUowioK  quesuoa  to  be  put  to  him  : 

Dpd,  01  did  Dot,  Domingo  Souaa  aelivei  at  your 
kouse  tbia  day  the  paper^abovemeDtioDed;  and, 
if  M,  where  are  tfaoM  papers  now?  and  anawer 
thia  diaectly. 

Answer.  That  he  declines  answering,  except 
in  the  manner  he  oonaders  proper,  in  hii  own 
lanffnage,  and  with  his  own  haoo. 

The  question  being  lepeated,  he  answered  thai 
be  was  here  aa  a  comraissioaet,  and  eoald  not 
answer  in  any  other  capecilv.  On  which  he  waa 
informed  by  the  Oorernor  tnat  he  could  not  riew 
him  aa  a  comcQiasionec,  or  in  any  other  light  than 
as  a  prirate  iDdiridual,  charged  wi(h  refosiDg  to 
surrender  papers  which  belong  to  the  public  at- 
chifes  of  this  proTince,  and  of  being  connected 
with  individuals  chafed  with  bctng  abont  to 
secrete  papers,  and  to  carry  them  ont  of  the  eoan- 
by ;  by  wliich  the  inhabilaaU  thereof  would  be 
deftrired  of  their  erideace  of  property,  and  which, 
under  the  seeoad. article  of  ths  treaty  with  Spain, 
oaght  to  have  been  delivered  with  tba  other  pa* 

Ei»  plaaed  in  the  charge  of  the  alcalde  for  safe- 
rquDg.    The  question  being  again  repealed,  he 


r  except  in  the  manner  before 


MeTTogatarU*  put  to  Antoiiu  Fidlarat. 

Qjieslion  1.  What  ia  your  name  and  age. 

Answer.  My  name  i:;  Antoine  Fullarat;  I  do 
not  know  my  age. 

Qnealion  2.  Did  not  Domingo  Sousa  deliver  to 
yon  this  day  some  papers  in  boxes  at  the  house 
of  Colonel  Jose  Callava  1    Answer.  Yes. 

Question  3.  Where  are  those  papers  now? 

Answer.  They  are  at  the  house  of  Colonel 
Callara^ 

Question  4-  In  whose  possession  are  they  "i 

Answer.  They  are  in  Colonel  Callara's  house. 

Question  5.  At  what  lime  of  tbia  da/  were  they 
deliverad  by  Domia^  Sousa? 

Answer.  He  does  not  recollect, 

Question  6.  Are  not  you  the  major  domo  of 
Colonel  Caltava  7    Answer.  Yes. 

1  do  hereby  certify  the  furegoiog  to  be  a  correct 
minute  examination  before  Andrew  JackBon,  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Floridas,  at  which  I  acted  as  clerk 
and  interpreter. 

h.  m.  brackenridge. 
Hq..  16. 

Office  op  Executive  or  FLoainA, 
PtntaeUa,  Aiigatt  22, 1E!89. 
West  FLOBinA,  Ptntaaia,  m. 

To.lheofflctT  o/Uudnsi/. 
You  will  tak«  into  civUidy  and  safely  keep  Do- 
mingo 6ousa,  until  he  produces,  or  csums  to  be 


produced  and  delivered,  unto  Henry  M-  Brackra- 
ridge,  alcalde  of  Pensacola,  the  foUowiDg  doca- 
meuts  and  papers,  to  wii:  Those  relating  to  the 
estate  of  Don  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal ;  also,  the  pa- 
pers relating  to  «  boose  and  lot  in  Pensacola, 
which  was  the  subject  of  a  giroeeeding  between 
Carlo*  de  Ville  and  Eugene  Biem ;  alw,  the  im>- 
ceedings  which  took  place  between  HaMcl  Btn- 
fay  and  Carlos  de  Villc,  relating  to  a  piece  o{ 
ground  in  this  place :  and,  also,  the  documnts  in 
lbs  case  of  Peter  Guiikes  and  Tomas  Viltaaeea,  re- 
lating to  real  property  in  Pensacola;  all  which 
documents  and  papers  appear  to  appertain  lo  in- 
dividuals and  their  rights,  and  for  their  benefit 
ought  Is  be  in  the  posaestion  of  Henry  H.  Brack- 
enridge,  alcalde  for  the  city  of  Pensacola,  and  bm 
to  be  taken  away  by  the  officers  of  Spain ;  and 
which  documents  and  PBpers  were  seen,  by  Colo- 
nel George  Walton,  Colonel  John  MiUer,  and 
Henry  H.  Breckenridge,  alcalde,  in  the  poescsnon 
of  the  said  Domingo  Sousa,  on  the  Slat  instant, 
and  demanded  by  the  said  alcalde  to  be  deliverej 
to  him.  the  said  alcalde,  under  the  writleB  order  of 
the  unaersigned,  given  for  that  ptirfose^  and  tbe  said 
docameots  and  papera.to  bereiaioedby  tfaeaudal- 
oaide  for  safe  kwpin^ :  on  which  the  said  Domiwo 
Sonsa  refused  to  dtitver  the  tame,  birt,  in  open  vio- 
lation of  the  above-reeiiod  order  and  demand,  dil 
convey  the  Hud  doeamants  and  papers  to  the  boose 
of  Colonel  Jose  Catlava,  late  Spanirii  Qoremor  of 
the  province  of  West  Florida,  and  left  iImis  in  ike 
hands  of  the  said  Colonel  CallavB's  steward,  by 
name  Fuilaral,  in  the  dwelling-bottse  of  the  Mid 
Colonel  C alia  va.  All  which  acta  aftweaaid  of  the 
said  Domingo  Soosa  are  in  open  contempt  of  tbe 
authority  of  tbe  undersigned,  as  Governor  of  the 
Floridas,  &e.,  and  in  open  vfol&tion  of  the  rights 
of  the  citizens,  secured  to  them  under  tbe  aec(»d 
ariicleof  the  late  trean  with  Spain;  for  all  irhieli, 
and  until  he,  the  said  Domingo  Soma,  ooonlies 
with  the  foregoing  order,  by  delivering  the  afim- 
said  enumerated  documents  and  papers,  be  is  U> 
stand  committed  to  the  calaboose. 

Given  uader  my  hand  this  cwenty-Beeond  day 
of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twentr-^me. 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Qoemuv  <^  tlte  Flanda*,  ^ 
Webt  Flokida,  Peatwxta,  es. 

To  CapbKRlhit,  ofietr  a/Ma  dap. 

You  will  uke  into  custody  and  snlely  keen  Coir- 
onel  Don  Jose  Caltava,  and  hi*  steward  Fiulaini, 
until  the  documenis  and  napes  reoited  in  the  order 
annexed  for  the  arrest  of  rtomingo  Sotisa  are  pro- 
duced and  delivered  unto  Henry  M.  Brackraridge. 
alcalde  of  the  city  of  Pensacola. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  twenty-secMid  day 

'  * — '-hteen  hundred  and  tweni 

ANDREW  JACKBOl 
No.  17. 
H.  M.  Bruakenridgt,  Altaidi,  to  Hit 


PsHUcou,  Aagvd  33, 18S]. 
Sue:  Having  strong  grounds  to  belimetlwi  tie 
dooumsntt  and  papers  claimed  by  me  ai 
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ins  to  the  arebiTOii  of  tkis  province,  and  dh-(>ctly 
letacitig  to  the  property  and  sovereignty  of  the 
same,  are  doit  iu  the  house  of  Don  Jose  Callavs, 
■  bat  enclosed  in  bOzes,  I  beg  leave  to  request  that 
Bulbority  iDty  be  given  to  such  permos  as  yonr 
Eicdteney  niay  appoint  to  open  and  examine  Ibc 
Mid  boxes  and  report  thereon.  From  the  nami- 
nalion  of  Domingo  Sousa  and  Antoine  Fullarst, 
And  theafidavil  hereto  annexed  of  Mercedes  Vida), 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  said  documents 
were  delivered  in  the  boies  before  mentioned  (o 
the  said  Callavft,  at  his  bouse,  and  are  in  his  pos- 

The  documents  demanded  are  as  foOows : 

1.  pipers  relating  to  the  estate  of  Nieb^as 

Maria  Yidal. 
S.  Proceedings  in  the  case  of  Carlos  de  Ville 

and  Eugene  Sierra. 

3.  Proeeedinffs  in  the  case  of  Manuel  Boofhy 
and  Carlos  de  Vilte. 

4.  Docnments  in  the  case  of  Peter  Gnilkes  and 
Thomas  Tillaseca. 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDGE,  AkaUt. 

No.  18. 
A^idaml,  of  Mtnxdet  Vidal. 
IVbbt  FLpBinA. 

Before  me,  H.  M.  Brsckearidge,  alcalde  of  iIk 
cify  of  Pcosacola,  personally  appeared  Mercedas 
Tidal  Padro,  who,  b«ag  of  Ailt  age,  and  being  duly 
0<Rrorn,depo9etha«(lsaitfa, that  her  fatMer,  Niehidas 
Maria  Vidal,  left  her  by  will  one  of  bis  bein,  and 
that  be  died  about  the  year  1806,  pwMSsed  of  a 
brge  ntd  and  personal  estate  in  Flondaaad  Lovis- 
iana.  TbedcfKAmil  further  saith,  thM  ibewill  of 
her  said  ftthra,  together  with  the  inventories  of  bis 
Tval  and  penonal  estate,  and  all  the  papers  retating 
thereto,  were  for  seTcral  years  missing  from  the 
pnblic  archives  of  Pensacola,  having  been  by 
some  person  withttrann  from  the  same;  that  re- 
peated solicitations  wrae  made  by  her  to  the  au- 
thorities then  listing  here  to  compel  the  restora- 


tion of  lbs  stid  papen  and  documents,  as  they 
-were,  and,  she  beiiere^  still  are,  neeessmy  to  en- 
Able  ner  to  proseonie  nar  elaims  under  the  said 


Witt ;  tbat  a  certain  John  Imierarity  of  this  place, 
whom  this  depotMit  beiiere*  to  be  a  debtor  to  the 
«&id  estate  in  a  large  UAomc,  was  decreed  to  re- 
store the  said  papers  in  his  possession ;  that  the 
said  papersveT<eftial)yrestored,«nd  that  a  decree 
yr&s  passed  against  the  said  lanerarity  to  aCeoont 
With  the  deiKFDent  as  ddc  of  the  heirs  of  Nieolas 
Maria  Vidal.  The  deponent  ftorther  states  that, 
a  few  days  before  the  change  of  OoTcrnments, 
she  demanded  them  of  Colonel  Callava,  who  in- 
formed her  that  he  could  not  a:ive  them  up,  as  he 
^vas  obliged  to  take  them  to  Havana,  The  depo- 
nent afterwards  requested  permission  to  make  a 
copy  of  them ;  tbat  this  was  granted  by  nid  Cal- 
lara  on  condition  that  they  should  only  be  deliv- 
ered by  separate  pieces  or  parcels,  and  that  a  con- 
fidential person  should  be  found  to  copytbem; 
bat  the  deponent  says  that  the  expense  of  copying 
them  exceed  her  means,  as  they  amount,  in  air, 
to  sevoral  hundred  pages  of  wTiling  paper.    The 


deponent  afterwards  learned  that  the  sard  pkpen 
were  in  the  actual  possession  of  Domingo  S^sa, 
who  aeknawledged  the  same,  and  dHiveted  tbreb 
nieces  to  her  for  the  purpose  of  being  idpM- 
The  deponent  further  states  tbat  the  said  papeA 
relate  to  property  in  ibis  country  and  LonisiatM, 
and  were  necessary  in  order  to  enable  her  to  pftu- 
ecnte  bet  claims  under  the  will  of  her  fetheir. 
MERCEDES  VIDAL. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  23d  day 
of  AagusLl821. 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDGE,  jUaOA. 

No.  19.         .  ■ 

Search  Wamni. 
Office  op  ExecdtivE  of  Flobida, 

Pauacala,  Aagutt  23, 1821. 
West  Flobioa,  Penaaeola,  u. 

Acreeably  to  the  petition  ctf  H.  M.  Brackenridgc, 
alcalde  for  the  city  of  Pensacola,  hereto  annexed, 
and  the  affidavit  of  Mercedes  Vidal,  relating  that 
she  has  reason  to  believe,  from  what  Colonel  Joae 
Caltava  has  told  her,  that  those  papers  would  be 
taken  to  Havana ;  and  whereas  Domingo  Soutt, 
in  his  declaration  before  me,  tfae  undersigned,  ob 
the  22d  instant,  declared  that  he,  the  said  Domin- 
go Sousa,  in  open  violation  and  contempt  of  my 
order  requiring  that  he  should  dtlirer  the  doen- 
ments  and  papers  named  in  the  annexed  petition 
of  H.  M.  Brackenridge,  alcalde  for  the  cilr  of  Pea- 
sacola,  hdd  delivered  tbem  to  Antoine  Fullaral, 
the  steward  of  Colonel  Jose  Callava,  and  in  the 
house  of  the  said  Oallara :  and  whereas  an  order 
was  issued  by  the  undersigned,  on  said  declaration 
of  the  said  Domrago  3onsa,  that  a  demand  should 
be  cnade  to  Colonel  Jose  Callava,  «hd  his  ste^rd 
Fnllarat,  Aat  they  deliver  said  papers,  agreeably 
to  a  schedule  delivered  by  Colonel  Robert  Butler, 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  Slates,  and  Dr.  J.  C. 
Brooangh,  accompanied  by  the  said  alcalde  far 
the  city  of  P«isBcola,  who  pioce^ed  and  made  a 
demand  of  the  aforesaid  papers,  which  Colood 
Callava  refused  to  deliver,  on  which  an  order  was 
made  to  bring  the  said  Callava  and  Fullaral  be- 
''"-  me  to  answer  such  interrogatories  as  mieht'be 
o  them,  &c. '.  This  order  being  executed,  and 
the  said  parlies  before  me,  Colonel  Callava  having 
declined  answering  Interrogatories  put  to  him,  ex- 
c^i  in  his  own  way,  and  as  commissiCnier  of 
Spain  for  the  ddirery  of  West  Florida  and  its  de- 
pendencies, which  the  nndasirned  would  not  in 
his  judicial  eapaeity,  nor  conia  he,  know  bim  in 
any  other  than  his  mdlvidnal  capacity,  brou{[ht 
before  him  on  the  complaint  of  his  acts  being  in- 
jurious to  the  rights  and  property  of  individuals, 
and  in  open  violation  of  the  orders  of  the  andet- 
signed.  and  in  contempt  of  his  decrees.  Fullarat, 
being  interrogated,  declared  lbat<he  received  (rom 
Domingo  Sousa  the  papers  alluded  ti^  and  that 
the  said  papers  in  boxes  were  in  Colonel  Callava's 

Colonel  George  Walton,  Secretary  of  Watt 
Florida,  Colonel  John  Miller,  clerk  of  the  county 
conn  pi  Escambia,  David  Shannon,  Esq.,  preai- 
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ding  juKtice  of  raid  court,  aad  Thomas  fiTDWujoboi 
Eiq.,  accompBDJed  by  Heoiy  H.  BrackeoridK, 
Eta.j  alcalde  of  the  ciif  of  Peoucola,  will  Gottb- 
witli  proceed  to  the  house  of  Colonel  Jose  Callava, 
and  make  search  for  said  papers,  breaking  open 
said  boxes;  and  if  said  papers,  sa  menlioaea  io 
the  anneied  pelitioo.  are  found  thereiD,  to  take 
the  same  and  briDj;  toem  to  the  undenigned  with 
thia  warrant,  learmg  all  other  papers  in  said  boxes 
secored  in  the  same  way  as  the  said  boies  are 
fi>and,and  report  to  me,  in  writing,  how  tbey  have 
executed  this  warrant. 

Given  under  my  band  and  private  seal,  (there 
beinj  no  seal  of  office,)  at  Pensacola,  in  West 
Florida,  the  twenty-third  day  of  Augnsl,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-one. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
GoBtntor  0/  tht  FMdat,  f  e. 

No.  20. 
JUum   of  MtttT».    Wa&im,   MiSer,   Shannon,   and 

Brwnjohn  to  (he  oton. 

PEHeACOLA,  Avg^itl  23,  1821. 
In  the  execution  of  the  above  order,  we,  the  un- 
dersigned, proceeded  to  the  dwelling  of  Colonel 
Callava,  and.  having  opened  a  box  containing 
papers,  fount!  the  documents  enumerated  in  the 
above  list;  and,  after  taking  them  out,  again  closed 
the  Eaid  box,  placing  a  seal  upon  the  same.  We 
now  deliver  into  your  Excellency's  poseession  the 
papers  and  documents  as  before  enumerated. 
GEORGE  WALTON, 

S^attary  of  Wat  Florida. 
JOHN  MILLER, 
D.  SHANNON, 
T.  BROWNJOHN. 
His  Bx'cy  Oen.  A.  Jackson, 

Otowww  oflht  Ftoriiat,  ^. 

No.  21. 


Office  of  the  Execdtite  of  Flohid*, 

feamccia,  Atifftttt  23,  1831. 
'West  Florida,  Ftittaeola,  is: 

Application  being  mode  to  the  undersigned  this 
S3d  day  of  August,  1821,  by  H.  M.  Brackenridge, 
alcalde  for  the  cityof  Pensacola,  by  petition  found- 
led  upon  the  affidavit  of  Mercedes  Vidal,  of  the 
23d  of  August,  1821,  and  on  the  declaration  of 
Doininco  Soasa  and  Antoine  Fullarat,  steward  of 
CdoneT  Callava,  that  the  first  had  delivered,  and 
the  latter  received,  at  the  house  of  Colonel  Jose 
Callava,  the  papers  found  at  the  house  of  Domingo 
Sousa,  and  by  the  order  of  the  undersigned  com- 
manded to  be  delivered,  for  the  use  of  the  indi- 
viduals whose  rights  are  involved  and  concerned, 
into  the  bands  and  possession  of  H.  M.  Bracken- 
riitee.  Est}.,  alcalde  for  the  city  of  Pensacola,  for 
■a£  keeping,  and  that  said  papers  were  in  the 
boxes  as  above  delivered,  and  m  the  house  of  said 
Callava ;  and  information  being  made  to  me  by 
report  of  Colonel  Robert  Butler,  Dr.  J.  C.  Bro- 
nangh,  and  the  said  H.  M.  Brackenridge,  alcalde 


aforesaid,  that  the  said  boxes  were  teem  in  the 
boose  of  the  said  Callava  on  the  evening  of  the 
22d  instant ;  and  it  being  stated  by  the  affidavit 
of  Mercedes  Vidal  thai  the  papers  were  about  to 
be  taken  to  Havana,  and  a  warrant  prayed  ta 
make  search  for  the  same;  and  whereas  the  said 
warrant  was  granted  to  Colonel  Qeorge  Walton, 
Secretary  of  West  Florida,  Colonel  John  MiUei, 
clerk  of  the  court  for  the  couniv  of  Escambia, 
David  Shannon,  Esq.)  presideal  oi  said  court,  and 
Thomas  Brownjohn,  Esq.,  accompanied  by  H. 
M,  Brackenridge,  alcalde  for  the  city  of  Penracol^ 
to  execute,  and  report  in  what  manner  they  had 
executed  the  same,  who  made  the  following  re- 
port thereon :  "  In  the  execution  of  the  aboTe  or- 
der, we,  the  undersigned,  proceeded  to  the  dwel- 
ling of  Colonel  Callava,  and,  having  opened  a 
box  containing  papers,  found  the  documoits  euo- 
meraled  in  the  atnve  list,  (which  accompanied 
the  warrant,]  and,  after  taking  them  out,  agaia 
closed  the  said  box,  placing  a  seal  upon  ihesame^ 
We  now  deliver  into  your  Excellency's  pomes- 
sion  the  papera  and  documents,  as  before  eno- 
merated.  Pensacola,  August  23.  18S1.  George 
Walton,  Secretary  of  West  Florida,  D.  Shannon, 
T.  Brownjohn.  Addressed  to  his  Excellency 
Andrew  Jackson,  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  &£." 
Whereupon,  the  undersigned  ordered  that  said  pa- 
pers be  and  remain  in  the  possession  of  Colonel 
George  Walton,  Secretary  of  WeM  Florida,  aad 
b^  him  to  be  delivered  over  to  H.  M.  Bracken- 
ridge, alcalde  for  the  city  of  Pensacola,  for  safe 
keeping,  taking  his  receipt  for  the  satue: 

The  officer  of  the  day  over  the  guards  of  Pen- 
sacola (Captain  Wager)  will  therefore  discharge 
Domingo  Sousa,  Colonel  Jose  Callava,  and  Aa- 
toine  FullaraL  Colonel  Caliava's  steward,  fnan 
the  custody  of  the  guard,  make  known  lo  then 
that  the  papers  (for  the  non-delivery  of  which,  anl 
contempt  of  the  orders  of  the  uaderaigned,  they 
were  confined)  are  in  my  costody,  to  oe  haaded 
over  lo  H.  M.  Brackenridge,  Esq.,  alcalde  for  the 
city  of  Pensacola,  for  safe  ke^pu%,  foe  the  bendt 
of  the  individiuu  and  their  rights  that  msjr  be 
concerned ;  making  them  subject  to  sacfa  coau  as 
the  said  H.  M.  Brackenrid^  alcalde  for  the  city 
of  Pensacola,  may  tax  agamst  them.  Then  coa- 
duct  Colonel  CaliavB  lo  bis  house,  exaiDine  if  the 
two  boxes  of  papers  remain  sealed,  leave  htm  is 
possession  of  them,  dismiss  the  euatds  froni  hit 
nouse,  and  report  the  same  to  Uie  undersigBed 
with  this  order. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Pensacola,  this  twenty- 
third  dayof  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twcnly- 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Qoomtor  of  the  Fleridiu,  ^ 

No.  22. 
Stturn  of  Captain  Wager  to  the  oton. 

Pgnbacoi^  Avjftut  24,  ISSl. 
Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  your  oidv 
of  yesterday,  directing  the  release  of  Domiua 
Sotisa,  Colonel  Jose  C^Uava,  and  Antoiae  Pw- 
rat,  has  been  complied  with. 
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Immedialelf  on  the  receipt  of  said  order,  I  re- 
paired to  the  gaard  at  the  calaboose ;  and,  hafin? 
tommunicBted  its  cooteats  to  Colooel  Joje  Cal- 
lava,  I  conducted  bim  to  his  own  house,  where  I 
eiaoiiQed  two  sealed  tuxes,  said  to  contain  papers, 
I  further  attended  lum  in  the  ezaminatiou  of  liis 
own  etTects^  with  the  safety  of  which  he  appeared 
satisfied.  I  then  dismissed  the  guard  from  his 
boase,  and  left  him  in  peaceful  possession  of  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

P.  WAGER, 
Capl.  4th  Inf.,  and  aJJUer  of  the  d 
His  Exc'y  Andbbw  Jackson, 

Governor  o/ Fbrrida. 

No.  23. 

H.  M.  Sraetenridffe't  (rdcalde}  neeipC  to  CoUmd  Wal- 
ton p/r  f A«  documenlt  dbow  mentioned. 
Fbnbacola,  AvfftM  25, 18; 
Received  of  George  Walton,  Esq.,  Secretary  of 
West  Florida,  the  fdlowing  documents  belonging 
ID  the  archivee  of  this  province,  being  the  san 
obtained  through  proceedings  instituted  at  my  ii 

1.  The  papers  in  the  case  of  Vidal. 

2.  In  the  cBxe  of  Bonfay  and  Carlos  de  Ville. 

3.  In  the  case  of  Carlos  de  Ville  and  Bierra. 

4.  In  the  case  of  Peter  Gnilkes  and  Villnseca. 

H.M.  BRACEENRIDGE, 

Alcaide  for  the  city  of  Petuamla. 
A  copy  from  the  originals  on  file  in  my  office. 
GEORGK  WALTON, 

Sterttan/  of  Wat  Florida. 


Office  op  Exboutive  or  Flobida, 

PmMcola,  Atigtut  23, 1821. 
Present,  his'  Excellency  the  Qovernor ; 
The  order  for  the  discbarge  of  Domingo  Sou 
Colonel  Jose  Callava,  and  Anloine  FuUaiat,  being 
under  the  consideration  of  his  Excellency,  having 
been  written,  but  not  yet  issued.  Captain  Wager, 
the  officer  of  the  day,  presented  to  bis  Excellency 
ihe  following  documents,  to  wii : 

No.  1. 

The  United  Slates  to  Lieutenant  Moiiatz,  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  United  Slates  infantry,  greet- 
ing: 

You  are  hereby  commanded  that  you  forthwith 
have  the  body  of  Jose  Callava,  late  Governor  of 
the  province  of  West  Florida,  now  in  your  cus- 
todv,  as  is  said,  together  with  the  day  and  caose 
of  bis  caption  HntT  detention,  by  whatever  name 
he  may  be  known,  before  the  judge  of  the  court 
of  the  United  Stales  for  West  Florida,  and  for 
that  part  of  Eitst  Florida  which  lies  westward  of 
the  cape,  at  his  chambers,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola. 
to  do,  receive,  and  submit  to  whatsoever  the  said 
jndge  shall  consider  in  that  behalf  j  and  bare  you 
then  and  there  this  writ,  with  your  doings  thereon. 
Witness,  Eligius  Fiomenlin,  jadge  of  our  said 


of  our  Lord  eighteen  faiudred  and  twenty-one. 
I  allow  this  writ. 

ELIGIUS  FROMfiNTIN, 

Jiidge  o/lht  V.  S./or  Weit  Florida,  f  c. 

[ENOORaED.] 

I  allow  the  writ  on  the  other  side. 

ELIGIUS  FROMENTIN, 

Judge  o/the  U.  S./or  Wat  Florida,  ^c 

No.  2, 
From  Lieuterumt  Jfounte  to  hi*  Exe^tnc^  the  Qoe- 

Pkhbacola,  W.  p.,  Aug.  24, 1821. 
Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  within 
paper  from  Judge  Fromentin  was  handed  to  and 
served  upon  me,  as  officer  of  the  guard  stationed 
at  the  calaboose,  on  ihe  23d  instant,  by  a  person 
who  I  have  reason  to  beliere  was  Doctor  Brosna- 
ham^  of  this  place,  who  slated  that  he  served  it  as 
a  friend,  ana  who,  on  being  informed  that  no 
notice  would  be  taken  of  the  within  paper,  retired: 
Very  respectfully,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ita., 
G.  W.  MOUNTZ, 
Had.  ith  Ttg.  U.  S.  Infantrn. 
His  Exc'y  Akdrew  Jackbok, 

Governor  of  the  Floridai,  fe. 

The  within  paper  was  banded,  immediately  oi 
1=  ..u.^i.f  •»  n~_>.:_  iiir_>..  ^4;...  «r  >v.^  j.. 


Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  by  his  Excellency  that 
Captain  Wager  report  to  Mr.  Fromentin  that  the 

'  loners  were  coined  for  an  open  contempt  of 

Eicellenpy's  orders  and  decrees,  and  that  he 

uld  keep  them  confined  a^eably  thereto,  until 

by  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  the  Qov- 

And  his  Excellency  issued  the  following 

further  order,  viz : 

Eligius  Fromentin,  Esq.,  will  forthwith  be  and 
appear  before  me,  to  show  cause  why  he  has  at- 
'ed  to  interfere  with  my  authority  as  Gov- 

_. .  of  the  Floridas,  exercising  the  powers  of  the 
Captain  General  and  Intendaat  of  the  island  of 
Caba  over  the  said  provinces,  and  of  the  Gov- 
of  said  provinces,  respectively,  in  my  judi- 
cial capacity  as  supreme  judge  over  the  same,  and 
as  chancellor  thereof,  having  committed  certain 
individuals  charged  with  a  combination  to  secrete, 
and  with  having  attempted  to  secrete  and  carry 
out  of  the  territories  ceded  to  the  United  Slates 
the  evidence  of  individual  right  to  property  within 
the  said  territories,  which  has  been  secured  to 
each  individual  under  the  second  article  of  the 
late  treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  open  coniempt  of 
the  orders  and  decrees  made  by  me.  And  that 
the  said  Eligius  Fromentin,  Esq.,  be  and  appear 
before  me,  at  my  office,  el  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  in 
Pensacola,  to  make  known  the  above  cause,  and 
to  abide  by  and  perform  such  order  and  decree  as 
the  undersigned  may  of  right  deem  proper  to  make 
of  and  concerning  the  same. 
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Giren  under  mj  ttaad,  bi  Pentacola,  this  23<1 
d&yaf  August,  ISSl. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Gowm9r  <>/  tl>*  Ftondat,  ^, 
To  CoIamI  Oeomi  Wai,tob,  BeccHaiy  of  Wwt 
Florida,  to  malu  known  mod  axecute  the  iboTe,  and 
to  furnUh  a  copy  of  the  aboia,  (if  required,)  ic- 
taroing  Ihii  originaJ.ind  in  writing  aaLug  kttown 
how  be  bM  oiecaud  tbo  mbm. 

To  which  order,  Calaoel  George  Walton,  Sk- 
retarf  of  West  Florida,  made  the  following  re- 
tarn,  viz: 

B)[  virtue  of  the  above  oider,  I  have  summoned 
Bligini  Fromenlin,  Esq.,  personally  to  appear  at 
the  office  of  bis  Exc«lency  Major  General  An- 
drew Jackson,  nt  five  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and, 
st  his  request,  have  furnished  the  said  Eligius 
promentia  with  a  copy  of  the  above  order,  certi- 
Sed  under  myhand,  as  8ecretary  of  West  Florida; 
and  the  said  Eligiua  Fromentin,  in  answer  tc  '' 
■aid  summons,  declared  his  perfect  wiUingne 
(Aey  this  and  every  order  of  his  EzcelleDcy  the 
G(ovemor;  but  asserts  that  he  is  unable,  through 
indisposition,  to  attend  this  aflemooii,as  above  ti< 
is  required- 

QEORQE  WALTON, 

Secrdary  of  Wat  Florida. 

Whereupon,  it  is  ordered  by  his  Bicallency  that 
farther  time,  until  to-morrow  afterooon  at  three 
o'clock,  be  given  to  the  said  Eligius  Fromentin 
to  appear  and  show  cause  as  above  be  is 
manded. 


OvrioE  or  tbe  Exmittivi  or  Florida, 

PtoMuola,  Aagiut  34, 1891. 
Present,  his  Esedlency  the  Governor: 
Judge  Fromentin,  io  ooedience  lo  tbe  order  of 
his  Excellency,  appears,  and  acknowledges  that 
hegronted  the  wnt  of  habeas  corpus  without  the 
amaarit  of  any  person,  and  that  no  affidavit  was 
made  before  him ;  and  that  it  was  ffrsnied  upoa 
the  verbai  application  of  a  number  oT  individuals 
who  made  the  application,  (named  Le  Rud,  In- 
nersrity,  Brosntham,  and  Father  Coleman ;)  and. 
upon  bems;  asked  to  whom  he  delivered  tbe  said 
Writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  be  served  upon  the  officer 
who  had  in  custody  Colonel  Callava,  he  replied 
Aat  he  delivered  it  to  one  of  the  persons  who 
made  appHeation  for  it,  but  to  which  he  does  not 
Ipow. 

ELIGIUS  FROMENTIN. 

The  word  vtrbai  interlined  in  the  original  by 
Judge  Fromentin. 

GEORGE  WALTON, 

I)  0/  Weil  Florida. 


Whereupon,  his  EKellency  the  Governor  or- 
dered that  tbesaidEUgtus  Fromentin  be  dismissed 
without  day,  dbc. 
A  copy  from  the  originals  on  file  in  my  officc- 
GEORGE  WALTON, 

Secretary  of  Wtst  Florida. 


Mr.  Brackemridgt  to  GoMnter  /aeinn, 

Perbacol*,  Awr^9i,  IBSl. 
Sir  :  The  followinff  are  the  facts  suppartiog  my 
application  to  your  Excellency  in  relation  to  pa- 

Etia  which,  as  alcalde,and  specialty  ctHnmiaioDed 
eeper  of  the  archives  delivered  in  virtue  of  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  I  conceived  ought  to  be  placed 
in  my  cbarf^e,  apd  which  no  individual  nad  a 
right  to  retam ; 
Shortly  after  my  appointment,  an  application 
as  made  to  me  by  a  free  quatraon  woman  of  tbii 

Slace,  who  stated  that  ^e  was  one  of  the  ban  of 
ricolas  Maria  Vidal,  formerly  the  auditor  de 
ar  judge.  Sbe  placed  in  my  hands  a  num- 
iginal  papetsand  decrees,  which eridaatlir 


guerra, 
Ser  of  01 


but  belonged  to  the  archives.  These  papen  w  ___ 
retained  b}[  me.  On  examining  them,  I  iound  that 
they  principally  eonsisted  of  pelUioiM  on  the  fart 
of  tne  beira  of  Vidal,  prayiiw  the  iateipoaUioa  of 


[f  fnyiag  the  iitterpoailw  ol 
tbe  existing  authoriues  to  coiapal  John  iBseniity 
to  restore  to  the  archives  the  papers  rdatiag  to  ue 
estate  of  their  deceased  father,  so  as  to  enable  ihrw 
to  substantiate  their  claims  against  the  said  InnR-  | 
arity.  These  were  followed  by  repeated  decree^ 
but  without  eSccl — at  least  from  aufht  that  ap- 
pears in  tbeir  proceedings.  From  otnen  of  these  I 
documents,  it  would  appear  that^they  had  been 
restored ;  various  decrees  in  favor  of  the  heirs  bad 
passed;  but,  since  July,  1820,  nothing  seems  to  I 
have  been  done,  in  conaaqnence,  aa  I  liave  been  ' 
informed,  of  tbe  departupe of  the  auditor,  or  judge. 
I  did  not  And  the  papers  in  the  office,  and  I  did 
not  know,  until  afterwards  informed  by  Uerceds 
Vidal,  where  they  were.  As  they  related  to  prop- 
erty in  this  country,  and  were  Deoeasary  fix-  tbe 
establisment  of  the  rights  of  its  inhabitants,  it 
seemed  to  me  self-evident  that  ihey  could  only  be 
lawfully  in  the  possession  of  the  GovernmeoL  uid 
thai  they  might  be  taken  wherever  they  could  be 
found.  About  ten  days  ago,  Mercedes  Vidal  in- 
formed me  that  they  were  in  tbe  hands  of  one 
Domingo  Sousa,  formerly  a  clerk  in  the  office, 
but  that  they  were  under  the  control  of  the  late 
Governor  Callava,  who  had  given  her  pennisiion 
to  copy  them;  but,  as  they  consisted,  like  otha 
Spanish  documents,  of  the  original  papera  stitched 
leather,  and  were  in  separate  pieces  or  unbound 
books,  she  could  only  be  allowed  to  take  one  ol 
them  at  a  time.  I  told  her  to  obtain  one  of  tbeiD, 
and  bring  it  to  me,  in  order  that  I  might  be  ceruin 
of  the  fact.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  and  beine 
well  convinced  of  tbe  truth  of  her  story,  I  made 
my  application  to  you  of  tbe  21st  of  Augoai,  con- 
ceiving that  the  papers  must  be  restored,  as  no  in- 
dividual could  poaiesK  them  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  existing  Government, 

From  the  following  abstract  of  the  praceediiig> 
instituted  by  the  heirs  of  Vidal  for  tbe  restoratioo 
of  those  [uipers  to  the  archives,  your  Excellency 
will  perceive  with  how  much  difficulty  thia  ob- 
ject was  obtained.  On  tbe  29th  of  Augtist,  181T, 
a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Qorenior  by  Cnro- 
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line  Viial,  one  of  the  hcira  of  Nicolas  Maria  Vi- 
dal,  Kiting  Soith  that,  since  the  sale  of  her  de- 
ceased falhei'a  effects  at  public  auction,  she  was 
tuacquaiuted  with  the  situatioa  of  his  estate,  and 
ptaviag  that  the  papers  relating  to  it  might  be 
dellTered  to  hei  for  inis  purpose,  on  her  giving 
the  proper  receipt.  On  this,  there  is  a  decree  by 
Mazot,  then  Goreinor,  dated  1st  of  September, 
1817,  ordering  the  papers  to  be  delivered  to  her, 
ander  her  receipt.  Tnere  then  fallows  a  certifi- 
cate from  the  derks,  or  witnesses  dt  atitlmaa,  of 
their  having  waited  on  John  Innerarity  to  demand 
the  said  papers,  and  that  they  were  informed  by 
his  bookkeeper  that  he  was  at  the  river  Perdido. 
The  demand  is  made,  it  is  said,  in  virtue  of  their 
having  been  delivered  to  him  by  the  deceased 
Qa  vera  or  Zuniga. 

On  the  3d  of  the  same  month  they  again  pTD- 
ceeded  to  the  house  of  Inneiarity,  who  repair^  to 
the  auditor's  office,  and  prayed  that  eight  or  tea 
days  might  be  allowed  him,  that  he  might  search 
for  ihem.  as  he  did  not  know  with  certainty  where 
his  bookkeeper  had  put  them  at  the  lime  of  the 
prevailing  reports  that  this  place  was  about  to  be 
surprised  by  Uie  insurgents.  This  appears  to  have 
been  granted. 

The  next  petition  of  Caroline  Vidal  is  dated  1st 
of  December,  1817,  stating  that,  notwithstanding 
the  various  solicitatioos  on  ber  part  for  the  deliv- 
ery to  hei  of  the  proceeding*  loUowiug  the  de- 
cease of  her  father,  so  that,  by  a  siaht  of  tiiem, 
shemight  know  what  is  justly  doe  toiler,  without 
which  she  would  not  be  able  to  do  so,  she  again 
prays  that  they  may  be  deLvered  to  her  eo  giving 
a  reeeipt^  ana,  if  not  in  the  [tubllc  archives,  that 
it  be  certified  in  whose  possession  they  were.  On 
this  a  decree  was  entered  by  Mazot,  agaiu  requi- 
ring Innerarity  to  deliver  the  testamentary  acts  of 
Nicolas  Maria  Vidal.  The  clerk  accordingly 
made  the  demand  of  Innerarity,  who  replied  that 
he  had  not  been  able  to  find  them,  but  believed 
that  they  had  been  sent  to  Mobile  in  a  trunk,  with 
other  papers,  about  the  time  this  place  was  tlirBat- 
ened  by  the  insurgents,  and,  if  in  his  possession  at 
all,  they  were  at  that  place ;  but  be  was  not  cer- 
tain whether  be  had  not  returned  them  to  Don 
Francisco  Qutiene  de  Arroyo. 

The  next  petition  of  Caroline  Vidal  is  dated  the 
28th  orPebiuarv,  1818,  renewing  her  demand  for 
the  delivery  of  ine  testamentarypapers,  or  acts  of 
her  father,  enumerating  the  difiereni  evasive  an- 
swera  of  Innerarity,  and  pra/inff  that  if,  in  fact, 
they  had  been  transmitted  from  Mobile  to  Havana 
by  Arroyo^bey  might  be  reclaimed  from  the  In- 
teodanL  This  prayer  is  granted  by  Mazot,  but 
does  not  appear  to  have  produced  any  efiect. 

After  tbLS  follows  a  netition  by  Mercedes  Vidal, 
co-heiress  of  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal,  setting  forth 
the  solicitations  of  her  sister  to  compel  Innerarity 
to  restore  the  testamentary  papers  of  her  deceased 
lather,  in  consequence  of  whose  failure  U>  do  so 
the  heirs  had  not  been  able  to  claim  their  rights 
under  the  'will  of  their  father  The  petition  con- 
tains these  words  ;  "If  a  private  individual  could 
be  authorized  to  take  away  from  the  public  arch- 
ives papers  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  then 


ORiiiBe  bunaelf  on  the  groand  that  thej  had  baen 
delivered  to  Peter  or  to  John,  and  uias  escape 
without  an;  further  trouble,  nothing  would  be  •»- 
cure,  and  the  laws  of  justice  and  society  woold  be 
overturned ;"  and  than  praying  that  loDcraiity  be 
required,  for  ihe  ImI  tune^  to  resttwe  the  papeia, 
and  that  he  be  put  in  dose  eonftMrnent  untQ  he 
shall  delivw  the  papers  neceKary  to  substanliate 
claims  undo  on  estate  which,  until  now,  the  heirs 
thereof  have  been  unable  to  make.  Then  follows 
the  decree  of  Qovernor  CaUava,  dated  3iit  of 
March,  1819,  that  the  petition  pesa  to  the  auditor, 
that  the  proper  order  be  taken  theraon.  Upon 
this,  by  order  ot  the  5th  of  April,  1619,  Innerarity 
is  required  to  restore  the  papers,  if  in  his  posses- 
niOQ  ;  but  this  also  a^qiears  to  have  been  withowt 
effect. 

The  next  petition  of  Mercedes  Vidal  pr^s  that 
the  following  interrogatories  may  be  put  to  Inne- 
rarity : 

Isi.  Whether  he  is  the  depositary  of  the  estate 
of  the  deceased  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal,  the  peti- 
tioner's father  ? 

.  Whether  sixteen  thousand  acres  of  hmd  in 
district  of  Baton  Rouge  were  sold  at  pnbUc 
sale  at  that  place,  and  far  what  price? 

3d.  Whether  ibe  executor  named  in  doe  ftvm 
by  the  said  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal,  Criatoval  de 
Annas,  proteBled  aMinst  the  sale  as  a  nullity, 
and  in  derogation  otibe  rights  of  the  heirs  7 

4th.  Whether,  when  the  sixteen  thousand  acres 
were  adjudged  at  public  sale,  Crisloval  de  Annas 
did  tiot  demood  toe  preference  in  behalf  of  the 

inoH? 

5th.  To  whom  djd  John  Innerarity  give  an  bo-  . 
count  of  the  deposits  placed  ia,  his  bands  1- 

6th.  For  what  reason  did  Innerarity  take  away 
the  lestimenxary  papers  and  inventories,  and  otkcr 


Then  follows  the  order  of  GalUvo,  dated  17th 
May,  1S19,  that  the  petition  pass  (o  the  aawMOf. 
On  the  ISth,  there  is  the  further  order  of  Callara 
that  John  Innerarity  appear  at  the  office  of  the 
auditor,  at  eleven  o  clock  of  that  day,  to  aoawer 
to  such  interrogatories  as  should  be  put  to  hiaa 
touching  the  prenuses.  He  accordingly  appeared, 
and  said  that,  in  the  possession  ol  neither  the 
keeper  of  the  archives,  nor  of  any  other  pnaan, 
is  there  a  receipt  showing  in  whose  bands  the 
documents  claimed  then  w»e.  If,  in  other  pro- 
ceedings, he  bad  declared  that  he  would  look  for 
them  among  his  papers,  it  was  from  a  bebef  that 
he  had  seen  them  in  the  possession  of  Francisco 
Arroyo,  who  used  to  come  frequently  to  his  boost. 
That  they  might  have  been  mi&glea  with  someof 
his  own  papers,  and  on  that  accouat  he  offered  to 
make  searcli  for  ihem  among  those  in  his  house, 
as  he  had  formerly  done  as  to  those  he  had  at 
Mobile;  but,  not  having  found  them,  he  hoped 
this  would  be  consideren  sufficient.  This  is  also 
accompanied  by  a  formal  writing  from  Innerarity, 
in  the  nature  of  a  demurrer,  settine  forth  that, 
under  the  laws  of  Castile,  he  is  not  bound  to  aa- 
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■wer;  bs  no  litigant  can,  iccording  to  ibose  lawi, 
begin  by  propouading  questions  to  the  oppoEite 
party ;  tnat  proofs  fhould  be  broueht  against  him, 
iDstead  of  cocopelliiig  him  to  fnrDisD  evidence 
against  bimself.  Then  follows  an  order  of  Cal- 
tava  that  it  pass  to  tbe  assesMir.  An  order  is  then 
given  to  examine  the  book  of  receipts,  to  see  lo 
whom  ihe  papers  were  delivered ;  on  which  tbe 
clerks  ceriity  that,  on  examination  of  the  book  of 
receipts  from  1813  unlit  ibe  time  of  making  the 
search,  no  receipt  conld  be  found.  This  applica- 
tion does  not  appear  to  have  been  effectual. 

Tbe  next  paper  is  a  petition  of  considerable 
length  br  Mercedes  VidaL  setting  forth  the  man- 
ner in  wnich  the  heirs  of  Vidal  had  for  four  years 
been  kept  out  of  their  inheritance,  in  consequence 
of  which  they  had  been  reduced  to  extreme  por- 
nty;  the  injustice  they  had  experienced  in  the 
fraudulent  sale  of  their  estate  in  the  district  of 
Baton  Rouge;  and  their  unavailing  efforts  to  ob- 
tain Ihe  testamentary  papers  of  their  deceased 
fkther,  or  to  compel  those  to  acconnt  who  had 
their  property  in'  tneir  bands.  Upon  this  petition 
there  is  a  decree  of  the  aaditor  de  guerra  of  the 
25lh  of  June,  1819,  annulling,  on  legal  gtonnds, 
the  sale  of  the  property  at  Baton  Rou^,  and  de- 
creeing that  the  heirs  be  put  in  possession  thereof, 
si^ed  by  Governor  Callara ;  and,  in  pursuance  of 
this  decree,  it  is  certified  by  the  clerks  that  they 
have  delivered  the  original  of  this  proceeding,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  carried  into  eSect;  an  which 
follovs  a  writing  addressed  by  Callava  to  the 
judges  of  the  district  of  Baton  Rouge,  stating  that 
tbe  sale  of  the  estate  of  Vidal,  in  that  district,  to 
.  the  pcnndice  of  the  interests  of  minors,  has  been 
set  aside;  bui^  as  his  jurisdiction  does  not  extend 
there,  be  sends  the  original  proceedings  had  in  his 
tribunal,  in  order  that  the  decrees  therein  may  be 
carried  into  effect,  dated  the  26th  of  June,  1819. 
From  none  of  the  foregoing  proceedings  does  it 
appear  that  Ihe  testamentary  papers  had  at  this 
time  been  returned. 

The  next  document  in  order  is  the  petition  of 
Mercedes  Vidal,  oetiing  forth  her  repeated  solici- 
tations, and  those  of  her  sister;  the  continued 
evasions  of  Inneratity ;  his  perseverance  in  refu- 
ting to  deliver  up  the  testamentary  papers  of  her 
deceased  father ;  that,  at  length,  forced  by  her 
continued  petitions,  and  those  of  her  sister,  he  had 
sarrendered  said  papers,  to  all  appearances  com- 
plete. That,  from  positive  data,  on  the  inspection 
of  those  documents,  it  appeared  that  they  were 
entitled  to  have  certain  specified  proceedings  un- 
der the  will  set  aside  as  irregular  and  fraudulent) 
that  property  to  a  large  amount,  which  had  been 
left  on  deposite  in  the  Unuline  convent  in  New 
Orleans,  had  been^eized  by  Forbes  and  Innerarity, 
and  that  no  account  had  been  rendered  by  them 
of  the  same ;  that  a  large  sum  of  money  had  been 

E laced  in  deposiie  in  their  hands,  for  which  they 
ad  not  accounted.  The  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
is,  that  the  proceedings  under  the  will  be  an- 
nulled ;  that  the  house  of  Forbes  and  Innerarity 
be  required  to  account,  &x. 

The  decree  of  the  auditor,  Suares  follows  at 
considerable  length,  declaring  thai  the  proceed- 


ings under  the  will  had  been  wholly  irregular,  aad 
formed  a  confused  mixture  of  one  thine  and  aa- 
oiher,  a  perfect  labyrinth,  which  could  only  be 
ascribed  lo  the  malice  of  some  petsoos,  and  tbe 


want  of  a  litrado.or  legal  judge,  to  direct  tbe 
ties.     Tbe  irregularities  are  then  detailed  at  la 


The  auditor  then  sets  forth  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
confusion,  there  should  be  two  separate  proceed- 
with  respect  to  the  demand  of  the  heirs 
to  annul  what  had  been  done  under  the  will ;  and 
the  other  requiring  the  house  of  Forbes  and  Inne- 
rarity to  account  with  the  heirs.  The  first  to  con- 
sist of  the  former  proceeding  and  this  decree,  and 
the  documents  on  which  they  are  founded,  to  be 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  proceedings  for  this 
purpose;  that,  before  proceeding  to  the  annulling 
of  the  sale  of  the  sixteen  thousand  acres  of  land  at 
Baton  Rouge,  it  would  be  proper  to  hear  the  party 
at  whose  instance  the  sale  had  been  made,  that  n 
to  say,  Don  John  Forbes  &,  Co.,  which  company 
is  at  present  represented  by  John  Innerarity  ;  ana 
that  the  proceedings,  with  tbe  previous  instaui^i 
in  the  name  of  tbe  heirs,  should  be  communicated 
lo  the  latter.  As  to  the  account  demanded  of  In- 
nerarity, and  which  had  been  demanded  of  him 
ever  since  the  year  1810,  without  ever  having 
been  obeyed,  he  is  required  within  ten  days  to  pi«- 
duce  the  same,  exact  and  in  due  form,  and,  on 
failure  thereof,  lo  be  subjected  to  what  in  such 
case  would  be  exacted  by  justice;  and  that  within 
ibe  fifth  day  he  place  in  the  royal  treasury  the 
sums  put  in  his  possession  in  the  character  of  a 
depositary,  together  with  the  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars mention^  in  page  sixiy-five  of  tbe  proceed- 
ings. The  foregoing  dictamen  or  decree  is  ordered 
to  De  carried  into  effect  in  all  its  parts.  Signed 
Callava,ls(  July.  1830. 

The  next  and  last  petition  of  Mercedes  Vidal 
sets  forth  the  foregoing  decree;  that  the  time  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  same  had  elaps«d ;  that 
nothing  had  been  done  hy  Innerarity  to  comply 
therewith.  She  therefore  prays  that  execution 
may  issue  against  the  goods  of  Innerarity,  to  com- 
pel him  to  comply  with  the  said  decree:  that, 
until  the  rights  of  the  petitioner  can  be  established, 
and  until  he  shall  exhibit  an  account  of  the  eScrts 
sold  in  New  Orleans,  as  expressed  in  the  Cover- 
decree  of  the  1st  of  July,  the  property  of  saii 


1820,  granting  tbe  prayer  of  the  foregoing  petition. 
This  closes  the  proceedings;  no  further  step; 
appear  to  have  been  taken  since  that  tiiae.  There 
is  a  petition  of  Mercedes  Vidal  on  the  Eubjeci  of 
the  decree  of  the  lOih,  but  no  order  has  been  taken 

I  do  hereby,  in  my  official  capacity  as  alcalde 
of  Pensacola,  and  keeper  of  the  archives  delivered 
under  tbe  treaty,  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  eo^ 
rect  abstract  of  the  proceedings  in  my  office,  at 
the  instance  of  the  heirs  of  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal, 
foe  the  recovery  of  the  testamentary  papers  irf 
their  deceased  father,  and  which  led  to  the  latE 

Sroceedings  against  Domingo  Sonsa,  clerk  oTDon 
Dse  Callava,  and  his  steward  Fullarat. 

H.  M.  BRAGEENRnxaE. 
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rEndoiara  No.  3,  in  Oorenor  JickMo'a  leltar  of  the 

aethADBDit,  1821^3  in  I. 
M^nerandum  txtraeUd  Mm  Iht  record-book  of  MajoT 
GmurtU  Jaekton,  f  e. 
We,  Ibe  oDdenigned,  do  hereby  aenifj  that,  at 
nooD,  on  tbis  day,  16th  AaguEt,  1821,  as  Qeneral 
JacksoQ  was  about  to  forward  bis  despslcbn  lo 
theGovernment  oftbe  United  Ststn,  CaptaioB. 
Prieto,  aid-de-cainp  lo  Don  Jose  Callava,  late 
coramisBioner  on  tbe  part  of  Spain  for  the  deliv- 
ery of  West  Florida,  presented  himself  in  oar 
presence,  before  Oeneral  Jackson,  as  the  bearer  uf 
acommunicaiion  from  said  SpsniBbcommitsioaer 
to  Oeneral  Jackson,  which  Ibe  latter  refused  to 
receive,  witbont  haring  previously  delivered  to 
him,  in  the  form  required,  the  certificate  of  receipt 
of  profisloni  furnished  by  him  to  the  Spanish 
troops  for  the  voyage  from  this  place  to  tbe  Ha- 
vana, and  the  transportation  of  civil  officers,  &.e. ; 
which  prorisions  and  Iran spottat ion  were  not 
stipnlaled  in  the  seventh  article  of  tbe  late  treaty 
between  Spain  and  the  United  States  to  be  far- 
nished  by  tbe  latter.  That  Oeneral  Jackson  de- 
clared, as  the  reason  of  his  refusal,  that  tbe  abore- 
iDentioned  certificate  had  been  promised  to  be  de- 
livered, ID  proper  form,  with  the  solenin  pledge  of 
Jose  Crnzac,  secretarv  to  the  said  commissioDer, 
□poD  that  gcnlleman's  representing,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  17tb  of  July,  that  said  commissioner, 
from  sickness  and  extreme  press  of  bnsiness,  coald 
not  furnish  the  above  certificate  in  time  for  the 
ceremony  of  giving  possession ;  which  promise 
and  pledge  had  been  disregarded  and  violated. 
We  farther  certify  that,  upon  Oeneral  Jackson's 
refasal  to  receive  the  communication  referred  lo, 
Captain  Prieto  withdrew,  and  a  short  time  afier- 
tvards  returned,  stating  that  he  had  been  instruct- 
ed by  Don  Jose  Callava  to  request  of  Oeneral 
Jackson  lo  reconsider  the  subject,  as  it  was  one 
of  great  importance,  and  that  he  would  be  obliged, 
shoald  Oeneral  Jackson  persist  in  his  refusal,  to 
report  tbe  circumstances  to  his  Oovernment. 
That  General  Jackson  replied  simply  by  a  repeti- 
tion of  what  he  bad  said  before,  viz:  that  the  sole 
condition  on  which  he  would  receive  the  late 
Spanish  commissioner's  communication  nus  t 
previous  delivery,  on  his  pari,  of  the  certificate 
question,  drawn  up  in  the  form  which  the  ten 
of  the  correspondence  required ;  upon  which  de- 
livery, be  would  receive  any  communication 
-nrhicb  Colonel  Callava  might  make:  when  Cap- 
tain Prieto  took  his  leave. 

EDWARD  A.  RUTLEDOE, 

Admg  IvUrprOer. 
LIEUT.  A.  J.  DONELSON. 
ROBERT  BUTLER, 

CWond  V.  S.  Army. 

II. 

Major  GtMTol  Jadaon  to  At  Secrttory  of  State. 

Pensacola,  SepCembfr  30,  1821. 

Sm:   I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 

any  letter  from  you  since  yours  of  the  20th  ultimo, 

and,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions  therein, 


am  preparing  a  report  on  the  sobjiects  allnded  to 
which  shall  he  forwarded  in  due  time. 

I  had  hoped,  when  I  last  addressed  you,  that 
nothing  woidd  have  occurred  here,  after  the  un- 
pleasant affair  of  Callava,  to  compel  me  to  notice 
tbe  conduct  of  those  Spanish  officers  who  re- 
mained; that  a  decent  regard  for  tbe  laws  and  tbe 
chief  magistracy  of  the  country  would  have  in- 
duced them  to  demean  themBelves  peaceably  dur- 
ing their  temporary  stay.  But  in  this  I  have  been 
— 'aken,  and,  by  a  reference  to  the  within  pro- 

latioD  and  a  newsnaper  of  the  29lh  instant, 

you  will  see  the  step  I  have  been  compelled  to 
take,  and  ibe  course  wfajch  has  led  to  it. 

You  will  find,  over  the  signature  of  the  "  Span- 
iiib  officers,"  a  violation  of  that  decency  and  re- 
ipect  which  is  dne  to  me,  as  the  supreme  judicial 
:ribunal  of  this  country,  and  to  my  sworn  inter- 

I  should  have  been  onworthy  the  I'mportant  and 
sacred  trust  reposed  in  me  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  if  I  could,  for  a  moment,  have  suf- 
fered the  dignity  and  majesty  of  the  laws  lo  be 
thus  outraged,  in  that  of  my  person  and  my  inter- 
preters, with  impunity.  So  long  as  they  confined 
themselves  lo  a  justification  of  themselves,  it  was 
well;  but  the  moment  they  attacked  with  their 
gross  faiseboods  the  dignity  of  the  court  and  ic» 
officers,  it  became  my  duty  to  act  with  promptness.^ 
1  have  taken  this  step,  after  mature  reflection  and' 
deliberation,  believing  it  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  preservation  of  the  peace,  harmony,  and  good 
government  of  the  conntry.  It  will  not  do  to 
permit  a  band  of  Spanish  officers  to  keep  the  pub- 
lic mind  in  a  constant  state  of  excitement  and 
alarm,  and  thereby  weaken  that  alliance  of  the 
Creoles  of  the  country  to  the  General  GovernmeDt, 
which  is  enjoined  on  tbem  by  my  proclamation  ; 
and  which,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  they 
were  disposed  lo  yield,  had  it  not  beeit  for  the 
nndue  inmience  of  those  turbulent  men,  moved  by 
others,  who  ioork  unawn.  To  suffer  them  to  remain 
faet«,  after  being  aware  of  these  things,  and  show- 
inff  Ihey  defied  my  HUtbority,  considering  them- 
selves independent  of  my  rule,  and  subordinate 
only  to  chat  of  their  chief,  wonld  have  been  highly 
improper,  and  could  not  have  met  tbe  approbation 
of  my  Oovernmeni.  As  long  as  I  have  thehonor 
of  commanding  here,  the  Grovernment  and  laws 
shall  be  respected  ;  and  all  who  deport  themselves 
with  becoming  propriety  shall  receive  every  atten- 
tion, urbanity,  and  politeness  due  them.  Instead 
of  Judge  Fromentin  aiding  me  in  the  administra- 
tion otthe  Oovernment,  I  have  strong  reason)  for 
believing  he  is  exciting  the  cottrse  that  has  been 
pursued  oy  these  Spanish  officers. 

I  enclose,  for  your  information  and  that  of  the 
President,  my  opinion  and  that  of  my  le^l  asso- 
ciate on  the  question  of  my  judicial  jurisdiction 
and  powers  in  the  Ftoridas,  and  our  decision  on 
the  case  that  gave  rise  to  it  If  I  am  correct  in  the 
eonstmciioa  of  my  judicial  powers,  (of  which  1 
have  no  doubt.)  I  should  have  been  warranted  in 
committing  all  concerned.  I  was  advised  to  do  so 
by  those  most  friendly  to  the  Oovernment,  but  1 
thought  it  best  lo  extend  to  them  all  the  lenity  in 
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mf  power,  Bad  hmie  only,  in  tiie  fintpUce,  re- 
quired tbem  10  leave  this  caaauy,  as  loey  wer« 
boand  to  do  by  tlte  seTcntli  ulicle  of  tbe  treaty. 
All  of  which  will  more  fiillf  appear,  haviag  ie(K- 
«aee  to  mf  prodanaiion. 

I  am,  sir,  with  nnoere  re^rd  and  reapeet,  yoor 
Boat  obedient  aerrant. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Hott  J.  Q.  Ad&ms,  Su^rp  o/Slate. 

Nal. 
PROCLAMATION. 
Bf  Major  General  Akdbew  Jackson,  OoTetDor 
of  Ibe  provinces  of  the  FlorJdas,  eiercisiDe  the 
powers  of  ihe  Captain  Qeaeral  aod  of  the  InteD- 
dant  of  the  Island  of  Ouhaorer  the  said  provinces, 
and  of  the  Qovernors  of  the  said  proTioces,  re- 
spectively: 

WhereaB,  by  the  seventh  article  of  the  Iraaty 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain 
OB  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819,  and  duly  rai- 
ded, it  was  stipulated  thai  the  "officers  and 
troop*  of  Hm  Catholic  Majesty,  iti  the  tnritOTiffi 
hereby  ceded  to  the  United  Stales,  bIibU  be  with- 
drooB.  and  possesaion  of  the  f^ceaoccuiued  by  them 
ahall  be  given  within  six  months  after  tbe  ratifi- 
aation  of  the  treaty,  or  sooner,  if  possiUe:"  and 
whereas  it  hat  this  day  been  made  known  to  iQe 
*  that  the  followiog  officers  of  His  CaUiolic  Ma- 

i'eaty,  to  wit,  Marcos  de  Villiers,  Beroarda  Prieto, 
jouis  Gayarre,  Girilo  Lessassier,  Amaldo  Ctaille- 
mard,  Carlos  de  Villieis,  Pedro  de  Vegasj  attd 
Uariane  Lalady,  and  who,  according  to  the  t«id 
Mveath  article,  ooght  to  have  withdrawn  from  tbe 
said  ceded  territory  with  tbe  troops  of  His  Catho- 
lic Majesty,  have,  without  the  permission  of  the 
existing  authorities,  contrary  to  the  said  seveotfa 
article,  renuined  in  this  citvand  its  vicinity  r  and 
whereas  it  has  been  made  known  to  me  that  the 
said  officers,  acting  in  a  distinct  body,  independ- 
ent of  and  disowning  eren  a  temporary  allepanee 
.  to  the  Government  of  die  United  States  as  exist- 
ing in  the  Floridas,  have  been  engaged  in  stirring 
up  disafiection  thereto,  and  in  sowing  discontent 
in  the  mijids  of  the  good  people  of  this  said  pro- 
vince: and  whereas  it  appears  that  they  are  i he 
authors  of  the  following  false,  scandalous,  and 
iddeceni  publication: 

"  In  speaking  of  Colonel  Callava's  appearance 
before  General  Jackson,  H.  B.  ooght  to  have 
stated  that  none  of  tbe  interrogatories  and  highly 
oSensive  accusations  of  the  General  were  faith- 
fully interpreted  to  Colonel  CaUava,  any  more 
than  the  replies  of  the  latter  to  the  former.  It 
was,  therefore,  out  of  the  power  of  our  chief,  no) 
knowing  what  was  said  to  him,  to  make  the  au- 
ditory understand  how  innocent  he  was  of  the 
foul  charges  with  which  his  unsullied  horn 
endeavored  to  be  stained.  Such,  in  snm,  i 
observations  we  bad  to  moke  on  the  statement  of 
H.  B.,  and  we  hope  that  he  and  the  public  will  be 
convinced  that  we  acted  from  no  principle  of 
pusillanimity;  that  if,  on  the  one  hand,  we  shud- 
dered at  the  violent  proceedings  exercised  against 
OUT  superior,  we  knew  also  what  was  doe 


Oovernment  which  i«  on  th«  most  friendly  Ibolia; 
with  our  own. 

"  We  are,  4c. 
"  Tlu  Spatmh  Ofieert  rmUtmt  ia  tUt piad.' 
and  whereas  the  said  publicatioB  ia  oikalaled  n 
excite  resistaBce  to  the  existiiig  OoremBcat  of 
the  FWidas,  and  to  disturb  the  tnimMiy,  pwct 
and  good  order  of  the  nme,  as  w«II  m  to  waluB 
the  allegiBuce  eojoiued  by  my  i 
tofore  puUiahed,  and  is  entirely  inc 
any  privilops  which  could  have  be 
the  said  officers,  even  if  penmssion  iiad  ieea  ^- 
presaly  given  tbem  to  remain  in  tbe  saidl  fioTiaee, 
end,  unoer  exiatin^  circDnstaBcee,  a  gnn  alnae 
of  the  lenity  and  indulgence  heretofers  ' 


This  is,  therefore,  to  make  known  to  the  smi 
officers  to  withdraw  thmsdves,  a*  tber  osghl 
b^etofore  to  hav«  done,  from  the  Flmida^  >pc^ 
ably  to  the  said  seventh  airtiale^  on  ot  bewetk 
third  day  of  October  next}  after  whi<^  ^ay,  if 
they  or  anv  of  them  ^11  be  fon&d  wilhtB  the 
Floridas,  all  officers,  ciril  and  military,  are  )kr- 
by  requited  to  arrest  and  saeuie  thcts,  aa  tfau  tbtr 
may  be  brought  belbre  mc,  to  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  law,  for  contempt  aitd  dieobnlience  » 
this  my  proclamation. 
Qiren  at  Pensacola,  this  twenty-aintb   day  ai 

Saptsmber,  one  thousand  eight  tatmdml  ai 

twenty-one,  and  of  the  independeaee  of  tkt 

United  Stales  the  forty-sixth. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

By  the  Qoveraor: 

GBOROfi  WALTON. 


JUDICIAL  OPINION. 
Hbibs  op  VitVAt.  M.  JoHM  Inheraritv. 

A  pethioH  was  Bled  in  this  case,  praying  tht 
court  to  have  John  Innerarity  cited  to  appear  and 
show  cause  why  tbe  decrees  of  Don  Jose  Callan. 
late  Governor  of  West  Florida,  shoold  not  bt 
carried  into  execution.  U^n  the  rettim  day  of 
the  citation,  John  lonerttnty,  the  defendant,  ap- 
peared, and  prayed  time  to  prepare  his  ddina. 
which  was  granted  him.  At  the  expiration  of  ih 
time  allowed,  he,  through  his  counsel,  grayed  fa 
further  time,  which  was  also  granted.  ThecoW 
having  met  on  the  dav  appointed  for  the  bouiu. 
and  ihe  case  being  called,  Mr.  Acr^  of  couosd  for 
the  defendant,  filed  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  of  ite 
court,  which  brings  up  the  question,  not  only  whe- 
ther this  court  can  legally  entertain  the  suit,  be 
whether  there  is  a  competent  tribuaal  in  the  com- 
try  to  try  the  case.  In  support  of  this  plea,  k 
tooktheiollowinggrounds:  First,  be  conceded  lbs: 
the  Ooveroors  of  the  Floridas  acted  in  a  jndida 
capacity,  and  had  done  so  lime  out  of  mind,  uc 
the  promulgation  of  the  constitution  of  the  Cone 
of  Spain,  some  time  in  1820  ;  and  as  the  cobA- 
tuiion  of  the  Cortes  was  in  force  in  Spain  at  ik 
time  that  the  sovereignly  of  Spain  oret  the  Fkr- 
idas  was  ceded  to  the  United  States,  it  was  >  jar- 
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of  the  latr  of  tb«  Florida.  B;  that 
the  judicul  powei,  before  ezneised  1^  the  Got^ 
eiQora,  was  taken  from  then,  and  giTen  to  other 
tribaoats;  and,aaadedaetionfroin Aesepremisea, 
QoTerDor  JaclwoD  coutd  oot  sit  as  a  court,  only 
hsTing  thfl  poven  of  the  Qovernors  of  the  Plor* 
klati,  the  Captaia  QcDeral  ot  Cuba,  aad  the  laten- 
daot,  tu  limited  and  presuibed  by  the  oonstilutioii 
of  the  CoTtee,  pubtiihed  some  lime  io  1880.  Mr. 
BnMikenridge,  on  the  pari  of  the  petiliooere,  con- 
tended that  the  Spanish  Government,  of  which 
the  jndietsry  i«  part,  has  ceased,  although  ibe 
lawa  and  nn^GS  are  tCill  in  force.  The  error  of 
opinion  on  (hii  snbject,  he  said,  arises  from  not 
dutingniahijig  these  things.  The  powers  executed 
hj  the  oflSoers  of  Spain  are  retained,  not  the  offi- 
cers ;  and  an  entiiety  difierent  distnbiKioti  made 
of  tbem,  to  Which  iba  President  was  anihorized 
by  the  act  of  Congress,  That  ihe  Spanish  con- 
stitution is  not  in  force  ker&  because  not  promul- 
gated until  Bpaiti  had  parted  with  the  sovereignty, 
and  beeanae  it  metely  providea  a  form  of  gorern- 
ment ;  it  is-  not,  ibcreiore,  anplieable  to  w.  He 
contended  from  the  act  of  Oongress,  aad  the 
Oovemoi's  commistioa,  it  was,  nndoabledly,  the 
intention  of  the  President  to  ^e  Ibe  nme  powers 
aa  had  formerl)^  been  ezeieised  by  Ooremor  Ctai- 
boiae  in  Louisianaj  on  taking  poeseesfon  of  that 
country,  nndea  eilnilar  eireumstancea.  The'oen- 
stitution  of  the  Cortes,  he  said,  must  be  referred 
to,  to  ascertain  the  powers  of  the  Captain  General, 
Inlendant,  and  QoTernors  of  tbe  Ploridas ;  for,  in 
that  case,  he  went  on  to  show,  that  the  country 
^roald  be  left  without  civil  ^vernment  of  any 
kind.  According  to  that  constitation,  the  Captain 
Gteneral  it  only  a  military  oSeer,  and  (be  Gov- 
ernors of  the  Ploiidas  are  military  officers  under 
him.    As  Intendant,  he  would  have  no  power. 

The  very  able  and  satisfaetiMy  discussion  this 
question  haa  undergone  by  the  gentlemen  of  tbe 
bar,  by  which  the  conrt  was  not  only  delighted, 
bnt  iDstrncied,  has  stripped  il,  in  a  ^reat  measure, 
of  its  difficulty.  It,  however,  renuint  one  of  the 
first  importance  to  the  rights  of  tbe  people  of  this 
country,  and,  as  sncb,  has  reoeived  tbe  most 
anxious  consideration  and  atlention  of  the  conrt. 
Judicial  power  is  an  important  trael,  id  ezeculion 
often  painfn],  and  it  does  not  hdd  out  Bufficient 
attnciionito  canaeit  to  be sooght  after^  especially 
by  those  who  are  duty  and  truly  impressed  with 
its  awful  reapoasi billies.  It  aow  becomes  neces- 
sary for  the  court  to  inquire  whether  there  exists 
sufficient  jadlcial  power  in  this  country, 
the  change  of  sovereignty,  to  cArrv  into  efle_  ... 
decrees  of  the  late  Governor  of  Wot  Florida,  If 
there  is,  where  is  it  vested  1  It  was  not  seriously 
contended  that  jurisdiction  did  not  rest  some- 
where ;  bnt  the  difficulty  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant's coansel  consisted  in  pointing  out  the 
tribunal.  By  referring  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  "An  act  Io  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain,"  the  second 
section  of  which  is  in  these  words,  "And  bt  &  /Ur- 
rAer  enaeUd,  That,  until  Ibe  cad  of  the  first  session 
of  the  next  Congress,  nnleas  provision  for  the 
terapomy  gov«rnraeDt  of  the  said  Territories  be 


sooner  made  by  Congress,  all  the  military,  civil, 
and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  officers  of  the 
existing  Govemraent  of  the  same  Territories  shall 
be  veitted  in  such  person  and  persons,  and  sballbe 
exercised  in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct,  for  the  maintaining  the 
inhabitants  of  said  Territories  in  the  free  enjoy- 


favor  of  Spaaish  vessels  and  their  cargoes,  a 
laws  relating  to  the  importation  of  persons  of  color, 
shall  be  extended  to  the  said  Territories, '  And  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  aothorired,  within  tbe  term  aforesaid,  to 
establish  such  dislrietsfor  thecolleclioDof  therev- 
,  and  during  the  recess  of  Congress  to  appoint 
such  officers,  whose  commissions  shall  expire  at 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  to  enforce 
the  said  laws,  as  to  him  may  seem  expedient;" 
ihwc  is  no  stipnlation  in  the  treaty  that  the  sove- 
rnly  of  Spain  over  tbe  Floiidas  should  continue 
orce  one  moment  after  the  signing  of  ihe  trett- 
ty,  and  certainly  not  after  the  time  limited  by  it 
for  its  ratification.  In  morals  and  gt)od  faith  the 
loveieigiity  was,  from,  that  time,  in  the  United 
Slates  de  jun,  and  Spain  only  had  the  Govern- 
ment dt  facto.  The  act  of  Congress  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  had  relation  back  to  that  time,  as 
is  fully  expressed  in  the  ratification,  not  only  of 
Spain,  but  the  United  States;  and  tbe  United 
States  are  only  bound  to  maintain  the  inhabitants 
□f  the  ceded  countrv  in  the  enjoymrot  of  their 
liberty,  properly,  ana  religion. 

We  will  here  read  tbe  commission  viven  by  the 
President  to  Major  General  Andrew-  Jackson,  and 
see  what  powers  it  has  pleased  the  President  to 
invwt  him  with ;  which  commission  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words,  viz: 

"Janbb  MoiiaoE,  Freiudcat  of  the  United  States 
of  Amariea,  to  all  to  whom  thcae  preaMMt  shall 
eome,  greeting; 

"Whereas  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
by  an  act  passed  on  the  third  day  of  Ihe  nresent 
month,  did  provide  that,  until  ibe  end  of  iDe  first 
session  of  the  next  Congress,  unless  prnvisioH  be 
sooner  made  for  Ibe  temporary  govenimeot  of  the 
Territoriee  of  East  and  West  Florida,  ceded  by 
Spain  to  the  United  Slates  by  the  treaty  between 
(he  said  parties,  cooclnded  at  Washington  on  Ihe 
2Sd  day  of  February,  1819,  all  the  military,  civil, 
and  judicial  powers  eierefsed  by  the  officers  of  the 
existing  go i<ernmenl  of  the  same  shall  be  »ested 
in  such  peiaon  and  persons,  and  shall  be  exercised 
in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  ^all  direct,  for  maintaining  the  inhabiunts 
of  said  Territories  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  propwly,  and  religion:  now,  know  ye, 
that,  reposing  special  trost  and  confidence  in  the 
integrity,  patriotism,  and  ebiliiies  of  Major  Gene- 
ral Andrew  Jackson,  1  do,  in  virtue  of  the  above 
recited  act,  appoint  him  to  exercise,  within  the 
said  ceded  Territories,  under  such,  cireumsiancea 
as  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  to 
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biQi  hy  my  iDstrucliana,  and  by  law,  all  the  pow- 
en  and  aulbortties  beietofore  exercised  bj  the 
GoTernor  and  Captain  Qeneral  aad  iDtendant  of 
Cuba,  and  b^  the  GoTernors  of  East  and  West 
Florida,  withm  the  said  provinces,  reapeciirely;  and 
do  authorize  and  empower  him,  the  said  Andrew 
Jackson,  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  this  pre- 
•enl  appoiotroent  according  to  law;  and  to  have 
and  10  bold  the  same,  with  all  its  powers  and  priT- 
ileges,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  CoU' 
greas,  unless  provision  be  sooner  mode  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  said  Teiriiories  so  ceded  bj  Spain 
to  the  United  States;  Providtd,  kotMOtr,  and  ii  w 
tlu  true  intent  and  titeaning  0/  tMie  prtMoiU,  That 
the  said  Andrew  Jackson,  or  auy  person  acting 
under  him,  or  in  the  said  Territories,  shall  have 
no  power  or  authority  to  lay  or  collect  any  new  or 
additional  taxes,  or  to  gran  tor  confirm  to  any  per- 
son or  persoDs  whomsoever,  any  title  or  clainu  to 
land  within  the  same. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hare  caused  thcM  let- 
ters to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the  United 
Stales  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Given  under  my 
band,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  tenth  day 
of  MarcL  A.  D.  one  thousand  eigoi  hundred  and 
lwenty-one,ai>dof  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  forty-fifUi. 

"JAMES  MONROE. 

"By  the  President: 

"JOHN  Q.  ADAMS." 

From  this  oommission  we  collect  the  bet  that 
it  was  the  will  and  iDtentioD  of  the  President  lo 
invest  GoverDor  Jackson  with  all  the  civil,  mili- 
tary, and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  officers 
of  the  Spanish  Government  over  the  Floridaa  be- 
fore the  change  of  sovereignty,  as  he  was  empow- 
ered by  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Coozress 
before  recited,  with  such  limitationa,  and  subject 
to  such  instructions,  as  it  might  please  the  Presi- 
dent from  time  to  time  to  prescribe.  The  said 
powen,  given  as  aforetaid,  are  limited  oolr  by 
the  following  insiraclioQS  and  mervaiions  of  tke 
President,  which  are,  that  the  Governor  of  the 
Floridas  shall  have  no  power  or  authority  to  lay 
or  collect  any  oew  or  additional  taxes,  or  to  grant 
or  confirm  to  any  person  or  persons  whomsoever 
•ay  title  or  claims  to  land  within  the  same.  From 
the  exceptions  themselves,  we  arrive  at  the  cou- 
clusioit  that  all  the  civil,  military,  and  judicial 
powers  are  given,  with  this  further  exceptioti — 
such  parts  of  them  as  are  conferred  on  others ;  for 
all  the  above  powers  are  vested  somewhere,  being 
absolutely  aeceasarv  to  carry  od  tbe  GovemmenL 

The  aigument  ofihe  defendant's  counsel  against 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  court  is  predicated  on  the 
supposition  that  the  constitution  published  by  the 
Cortes  of  Spain  is  in  force  in  thu  country;  and, 
if  ws  can  show  that  it  is  not,  it  loully  fails.  We 
wit]  here  give  a  succinct  tustory  of  this  consti- 
tution, and  show  that  it  is  not  in  force. 

Some  time  in  the  year  16IS,  Ferdinand  VII., 
King  of  Spain,  was  a  prisoner  in  France ;  the 
Cortes,  during  the  King's  exile,  framed  the  Con- 
stitutioo,  and  publixhea  it  in  Old  Spain ;  some 
IS  of  Old  Spain  adopted  and  others  rejected 


it  nerer  was  promulgated  in  any  of  tb 

...ine  province*  of  Spain,  or  aoy  deem 

under  it,  during  the  time  of  Ferdinand's  absesK. 
BO  far  a*  we  have  been  able  to  leazn,  after  diligai 
research  and  iaquiry.  On  the  4tli  day  of  May, 
1611,  Ferdinand  VII.,  having  previoOBly  retmed 
to  Spain,  and  nssumed  the  royal  functions,  bf  ■ 
solemn  decree  promulgated  over  his  whole  empnt, 
dinolved  the  Cortes,  annulled  all  tbor  deeieei. 
and  made  it  treason  in  his  subjects,  or  any  of 
them,  to  attempt  lo  carry  the  constitution  or  de- 
crees under  it  into  efieci.  In  this  aituation  the 
Governmeai  of  Spain  remained  at  the  coodosioa 
of  the  treatv  between  the  United  Slates  and 
Spain,  signed  by  ibeir  respective  FleoiptHcatiahs 
on  the  22d  day  of  February,  1819.  Tbe  ratifica- 
tion of  this  treaty  was  unaccountably  ddayed  on 
the  pan  of  Spain  till  the  24ih  of  October,  1820. 
By  uie  sixteenth  article  of  tbe  treaty,  it  wit  u 
have  been  ratified  in  six  mouths  tiejtt  afta  thr 
22d  of  February,  1819,  viz :  on  the  2ad  of  Ainini. 
1816,  at  sooner,  if  poxsible.  And,  in  the  ratuea- 
tioa,  Ferdinand  VII.,  by  the  consent  and  aaihoritf 
of  the  Qeoerai  Cortes  of  the  natiw),  declaml  thai 
the  ratification  should  be  as  valid  and  firm,  and 
produce  the  same  efiixts,  as  if  it  had  been  dmt 
within  the  determined  pniod,  viz:  the  lime  pre- 
scribed bytheseveDlh  article.  This,  of  iiseli'.is 
sufficient  to  exclude  the  idea  that  th«  constitBiioa 
of  the  Cortes  is  in  force  in  this  country-  If  any 
thing  else  it  wanting,  we  bare  tbe  fact  ihst  ibe 
constitution  of  the  Cortes  was  only  pramalgaied 
in  the  island  of  Cuba  some  time  in  the  mcaith  of 
January,  182],  (about  three  months  after  Bpain 
bad  parted  with  the  sovereignty  of  the  Floridas  0 
and,  if  it  was  ever  promulgated  in  these  prorincei. 
it  must  hare  been  after  that  time,  and  Ions  since 
FerdinaDd  VII.»  in  ratifving  the  treaty  by  the  con- 
sent and  authority  of  tbe  General  Cortes  of  the 
nation,  had  parted  with  the  aovereigniy,  Ac. 

It  cannot  be  seriously  contended  by  the  defend- 
ant's counsel  that  any  act  of  Spain,  after  the  rat- 
ification of  Die  treaty,  could  be  considered  in  force 
in  the  countrv  ceded,  by  virtue  of  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  Executive  of  this  country-  Sncb  ■ 
construction  and  such  doctrine  is  iacompariUe 
with  the  soverei^ty  of  the  United  Stale*  over  the 
Floridas.  But  it  is  said  that  the  proclamation  dt- 
elaree  that  all  the  laws  and  municipal  r^:nlaiiooi 
of  Spain  are  in  force.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
tbe  first  part  of  that  section  of  the  prodamaiiui 
alluded  to,  states  that  ihe  goventmeni  of  Spain 
has  ceased,  and  that  of  the  United  States  bas  com- 
menced; liieK  wdMs  qualify  those  oeneral  woidi 
relied  on,  and  limit  them  lo  mean  only  ao  far  as  ii 
compatible  with  the  change  of  sovereignty.  A> 
well  might  he  contend  that  8pain  can  legijiaie  ai 
this  time  for  the  Floridas.  L^ialalion  bein^  0B< 
of  the  attributes  of  sovereignty,  must  exclosivel) 
belong  to  tbe  sovereiga  power.  Can  it  be  seri- 
ously contended  that  the  constitutioii  of  Spain  » 
in  force  here,  as  one  of  the  laws  and  municipsi 
regulations,  continued  in  force  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  tbe  Governor,  founded  on  the  act  of  Con- 
gress lo  carry  into  efiect  the  treatyl  We  harr 
now  clearly  proved,  we  believe,  thai  the  consdtB- 
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tion  of  the  Cortes  is  not  in  force  bwe.  By  the  sec- 
oDdaectionof  the  act  just  referred  to,  the  Preeideot 
of  ibe  Uoiled  States  is  authorized  to  hare  the  civil, 
military,  and  judicial  powers  exercised  in  such 
maoDer  u  he  may  direct;  for  it  caaaot  be  con- 
Waded  that  he  has  aot  authority  to  place  the  judi- 
ciaJ  power  wherever  he  pleaKs. 

Vie  wiU  DOW  proceed  to  show  that  the  Presi' 
dent  did  not  consider  the  consthution  of  the  Cortes 
was  in  force  in  this  country;  and  for  which  pur- 
pose it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  President's 
iDttructions,  contained  in  the  Gorernor's  com  mis- 
ma;  wherein  hf  takes  from  bim  the  power  of 
eraaiing  or  roakiDjg  cODceseionii  of  lands,  or  con- 
GrmiDg  those  previously  toade. 

Now,  if  he  considered  the  cooatituciun  of  the 
Cortes  in  force  in  this  country,  to  have  given  these 
iDsirDctions,  or  expressly  to  have  limited  his  pow- 
ers in  these  particulars,  would  have  been  useless 
and  UDUecessary,  as  the  conalituIioQ  of  the  Corlea 
look  away  from  th^  Captain  General,  the  Iniend- 
aat,  and  Governors  of  provinces,  the  power  of 
granting  lands ;  therefore,  on  coaferriog  on  Major 
GeneraT  Jackson  the  commission  of  Governor  of 
the  Florida^,  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  Captain 
General  and  Intendant  of  the  island  of  Cuba  and 
Goveroor  of  the  Floridas,  he  did  not  intend  that 
ihose  powers  should  be  limited  and  prescribed  by 
the  constitution  of  the  Cortes,  hut  that  he  should 
exercise  them  as  ihey  were  exercised  on  the  32d  of 
February,  1819,  the  day  on  which  the  treaty  was 
signed.  We,  therefore,  think  Crovernor  Jackson 
has  ibe  power  to  carry  into  effect  the  dei^rees  of  the 
late  Governor  of  the  Floridas.  The  counsel  for 
the  defcodant,  in  his  very  able  and  ingenious  ar- 
gumeni,  suggested  that,  as  the  President  had  ap- 
noittted  a  judge  of  the  Uoited  States  for  West 
Florida,  possibly  his  tribunal  might  have  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  case.  He  admitted,  however,  that  he 
could  not  have  jurisdiction,  unless  it  waa  posi- 
tively given  him  by  statute,  or  the  express  insiruc- 
tions  of  the  President-  From  the  commission 
read,  and  the  deductions  already  made,  it  fully  ap- 
pears that  the  jurisdiction  of  this  case  has  been 
conferred  on  the  Governor,  and  caenot  be  pre- 
sumed CO  be  givea  to  the  jud^.  Having  seen  the 
commission  of  the  judge,  he  is  expressly  required, 
by  instructions  contained  in  it,  to  consider  him- 
self as  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  Btalca; 
tnd  the  inquiry  now  is,  what  laws  of  the  United 
Stales  are  extended  to  the  Floridas,  taken  in  con- 
radistiaction  to  the  Spanish  law*  in  force  here? 
i^rotu  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
ict  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  between  theUni- 
ed  States  and  Spain,"  b^ore  read,  we  find  that 
•uly  such  laws  as  relate  to  the  revenue,  and  the 
oipoTiation  of  people  of  color,BT«  extended  to  the 
i'loridas.  And  as  these,  subjects  have  been  ex- 
ressly  excepted,  and  taken  out  of  the  general 
owers  of  the  Governor,  it  is  iair  to  presume  that 
lese  subjects,  and  the  cases  arising  under  the  two 
iws  of  the  United  States  expre^y  extended  to 
lis  country,  are  alone  the  lesilimate  objects  of 
le  jude«'E  jtirisdiciion,  UDliF  the  contrary   be 


judge's  jurisdiction  is  not  denied  b^  an^  act  of 
Congress,  and  he  can  exercise  no  jurisdiction  thai 
is  not  expressly  given  him  by  the  Prcstdeot's  in- 
stmetions. 

In  conclusion,  we  will  add,  there  are  technical 
objections  to  the  plea  filed  in  this  case.  In  a  plea 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,  it  is  necessary  to 
show  that  there  is  another  court  in  which  eaec- 
tual  justice  may  be  administered;  the  plea  under 
consideration  wants  that  requisite,  which  alone 
ought  to  be  sufficient  to  warrant  this  court  in 
taking  jurisdiction,  lest  there  might  be  a  failure  of 
justice.  We  are  perfectly  satisfied  that  this  court 
have  jurisdiction,  and  therefore  overrule  the  plea, 
and  order  the  defendant  to  proceed  to  show  cause, 
if  any  Jie  has,  why  the  decree  of  Don  Jose  Cal- 
lava,  late  Governor  of  West  Florida,  should  not 
be  carried  into  e 


The  Heib9  or  Vidal  vs.  Jobn  Innebaritv  ; 

The  defendant  in  this  case,  on  the  rule  to  show 
cause,  filed  several  reasons  why  the  decree,  as 
prayed  for,shouldnotbecarriedinloefiecL  These 
reasons  have  been  ably  argued  both  on  the  side  of 
the  defendant  and  the  petitioners. 

It  now  becomes  the  doty  of  the  court  to  pro- 
Donnce  its  decree ;  but,  before  doing  so,  we  will 
endeavor  to  give  a  succinct  stalemest  of  all  tbe 


proceedings  ii 
We  find,  oi 


the  records  of  the  judicial  tribunal 
to  which  this  court  has  succeeded,  a  decree,  which 
does  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  complied  with. 
The  duly  of  a  judge  to  carry  into  effect  tbe  de- 
crees of  his  predecessor  is  clearly  pointed  out  by 
the  partidat.  It  is  true  this  cannot  be  called  a 
final  decision  or  judgment  of  tbe  matter  in  dispute 
between  the  parties;  yet,  as  far  as  it  goes;,  it  is  ret 
jadiaUa,  (or  thinff  judged  by  the  competent  tri- 
bunal,) and  remains  only  to  be  carried  into  effect, 
although,  after  being  carried  into  effect,  something 
may  still  remain  to  ne  done  before  a  final  close  to 
the  Moceedings.  The  decree  must  either  be  exe- 
cuted or  rescinded';  -the  latter  can  onlv  take  place 
after  examining  the  grounds  on  irbicn  it  was  ea- 
leiedup;  and  that  we  haves  right  to  do  this,  we 
think  at  least  doubtful,  and  certainly  would  not, 
unless  gross  injustice  or  contradiction  appeared  on 
the  face  of  the  decree  itsdf.  If  a  decree  \ranting 
those  substantial  requisites  known  to  all  laws 
should  be  made,  it  would  be  a  nullity:  as  if  pro- 
nounced without  a  citation  to  the  defendant,  or 
his  being  before  the  court,  such  would  be  looked 
upon  as  no  decree.  And  all  decrees  catt  be  set 
aside  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  of  where  corraption 
is  shown  in  obtainitig  them.  But  where  tbe  de- 
cree stands  unrescinded,  it  must  be  executed. 
Such,  abo,  is  the  Engisfa  law  of  equity :  a  decree 
must  be  first  obeyed  and  performed ;  as  if  it  be  for 
land,  the  land  must  be  first  given  up ;  if  it  be  for 
money,  the  moitey  must  be  paid  ;  if  for  evidences, 
the  evidence  must  be  brought  in;  and  the  tike  in 
other  cases.    (Cooper's  Equity^  page  90.) 

The  decree  under  consideration  embraces  three 
distinct  subjects: 

IsL  The  deposits  admitted  to  have  been  in- 
tmsted  to  the  noose  of  Forbes  dc  Co.,  wbicb  the 
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\;  and  this  depowte  ia  decluvd  |  to  do  in  thif  c 


br  the  decree  not  to  ban  been  legally  and  rcgn- 
laHf  aoeoanied  for. 

2d.  The  land  at  Baton  Rouge,  sold  at  the  in-  i 
rtanca  of  Forbee,  and  which  the  decree  now  de- ; 
olaras  to  be  left  open  between  ibe  parties  as  the  > 
■abjeat-matter  of  a  distinct  suit.  ' 

3d.  The  sale  of  property  at  New  Orleaua; 
moners  laid  to  hare  been  reeeired  at  Madrid  and 
elKmere,  and  not  accounted  for. 

Ab  to  the  fint,  it  was  a  sobjeet  within  the  con- 
trol of  the  coutt  at  any  time ;  that  is,  to  comB^ 
the  restoration  of  the  deposite,  or  to  account  for 
its  disbursement.  The  law  on  this  point  is  clear, 
taking  it  for  granted  that  the  depoiite  has  be<n 
made,  that  the  depositary  is,  puaa  Aoe,  under  the 
ooBlrol  of  the  court  If  it  be  notified  to  the  de- 
positarv  that  il  is  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the 
court  tnat  the  deposite  be  brought  into  court,  it  is 
all  he  can  ask  or  require.  It  would  be  absurd  to 
say  that  the  coart  should  institute  a  suit,  makeup 
the  pleadings,  join  issue,  Ac.  in  such  a  ease,  and 
that,  too,  when  the  dcposite  was  placed  by  the 
order  of  the  coart  in  ihe  hands  of  the  depootary 
for  Fafc-keeping,  always  subject  to  its  order. 

The  cooit  are  of  opinion  that  the  certificate  of 
the  clerka  of  the  office  that  the  decree  of  the  late 
conrt  was  made  known  to  John  Inneraritf,  the 
defendant,  is  sufficientevideneeof  thefact.  Gh-eat 
siren  was  laid  by  the  deCBOtdant's  counad  on  the 
cireunBtaitee  [hat  a  part  of  the  certificate  is  con- 
tradicted bj  inspection  of  the  paper,  wa :  that  the 
defendant  has  affixed  his  sigoatnre,  as  eTulence 
of  notice  to  him;  when,  in  reality,  he  ha*  not. 
But  we  My  that  the  eartiflcate  ought  not  to  be 
impeached  on  this  gronnd,  beeansa  it  caaoM  d^ 
eetve ;  and  if  they  twd  in  rtaliqr  anted  ooeraptly 
iR  offiiee,  tbcw  would  not  have  certified  that  aa  a 
faiu  which  the  cettifioate  itself  diaproTes.  The 
affixing  the  signature  of  the  party  notified  does 
DM  appear  to  be  an  essential  fonnality,  and*  is 
msva  freqiiBBlly  dispensed  irilh  than  remtred. 
The  sabaianoc  is  notice  to  the  party ;  and  this  we 
thmk  is  sufficiently  proved  br  the  ccnificate  of 
the  clerks.  As  respecis  the  deci««  ro  make  the 
dapoeite,  we  tkiok  the  defandant  had  sufficient 
notice.  That  part  of  the  decree  lelatira  to  the 
land,  from  its  nature,  is  not  before  the  court ;  it 
amonnts  to  nolhiog  more  than  deokiing  the  sub- 
j«M  opcD  for  the  parties  to  prosecute  tbeir  daima 
aMordrng  to  law. 

The  seeond  ia  nterelv  a  decree  to  aceoont  to 
tha  conrtflEV  property  belonging  to  the  estate  sold 
in  New  Orleans  a|td  elsewhere.  The  decree  to 
aceounl  is,  in  roost  instances,  ^raated^ — ' 


Knowing  that,  even  where 
citations  are  neceaaary,  it  is  a  prineipte  of  law 
that  appearance  will  do  away  the  i  ' 


It  follows  the  plaintiff^  petition,  and  we  can  ai 

hiu  irrenolar  in  girmg  the  defendant  notti 

of  bolf  at  Ute  same  time,  patticnlarly  as  no  ii 


nothii 


jntT  coald  result  to  bim  from  this  course. 

A^in:  eren  supposing  all  these  formalities 
necessary,  taking  into  view  all  the  cireumsuaces 
of  the  ease,  it  is  an  act  of  comity  due  from  one 
court  to  another  to  presume  that  all  the  necesnry 
preliminary  steps  were  taken  before  the  decree 
was  made,  unless  the  oMitrary  be  made  most 
clearly  to  appear,  which  the  ddendant  has  failed 


would  clearly  presume  the  fact  The  petition 
before  the  court  wonld,  of  itself,  be  snfficicnt  lo 
gtennd  a  decree  siidiiar  to  the  one  which  ieprayed 
to  be  enkhrced.  It  is  not  alleged  that  an  aceoont 
has  been  rendered  of  the  propetn  seized,  and  add 
by  Forbes  ft  Co.,  in  New  Oimos;  asd  it  ap- 
pears by  a  former  decree  that  Forbes  wns  expresa- 
ly  ordered  to  raise  the  aliaehmat  he  bad  bid  on 
the  property,  and  proceed  to  make  ante  of  it,  utd 
render  an  aeconnt.  But,  independently  of  this 
view  of  this  subject,  we  conceive  that  ih«  defend* 
ant  was  before  the  court  as  a  party  iaterested  ia 
the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  VidaL  This  b 
not  the  case  of  a  lawsuit  between  A  and  B ;  the 
subject  is  the  complete  and  final  adjnatmeutef 
the  estate  of  a  deceased  perton,  to  afieel  the  inter- 
eat  of  all  in  any  way  concerned,  to  wit,  ttie  crea- 
tors, heirs,  executors,  admioistntors,  and  dem»- 
tary.  According  to  tlie  Spanish  law,  as  well  ai 
the  law  of  equity  in  the  United  States  and  Sap- 
land,  the  court  wilt  not  suSer  the  matter  to  go  oat 
of  tbeir  bands,  and  be  finally  at  rest,  nntiT com- 
plete jtistjce  be  done  to  all  caoeemed. 

The  aShin  of  the  estate  do  not  appear  to  hate 
been  finally  closed  when  the  fliM  peiitioas  woe 
presented  by  ttie  heir*.  Although  the  peiitiaos  of 
Caroline  and  Meroedee  Vtdel  bad,  ia  the  Gist  in- 
stance, nothing  in  view  bat  to  coerce  the  prodoe- 
tion  of  the  papers  relatire  lo  the  estate  in  the 
hands  of  the  defendant,  yet  the  object  was  eri- 
dently  to  compd  him  to  account,  if,  on  examiaa- 
tion  of  the  papers,  there  ehonid  be  any  thing  doe 
them ;  and,  ia  one  of  the  petitions  preoental  for 
the  prodnetioD  of  the  papers,  interrogatories  ate 
pot  to  John  lonerarity,  the  defendant,  tooching 
the  very  matter*  for  which  the  deercea  following 
the  petitions,  Bubcequent  to  their  prodaetion,  are 
rendered.  To  these  inlerrogatoriea  the  defendant 
pnts  in  a  plea,  in  the  nature  of  a  demorrer,  and 
hi*  counsel  has  taken  neat  pains  lo  show^  he  was 
net  bound  to  answer  them.  This  is  not  the  ques- 
tion. Il  is,  whether,  by  appearing,  he  is  not  to  be 
coasidered  als  before  the  court  in  the  particnlv 
demand  of  the  heirs,  as  well  as  in    '     '    ~ 


_jel|l*c«Ue  condnct  in  keeping 

back  the  papery  and  ptodneing  them  nt  last  on 
compulsion,  with  the  excase  ttmt  they  were  dis- 
corered  by  a  "  most  extraordinary  accident,"  does 
not  incline  the  court  to  make  any  rery  rioloii 
presumption  in  his  faror. 

The  defendant  is  in  the  situation  o(  a  party 
brought  before  a  court  of  chancery  on  a  bill  of 
discovery;  being  once  before  the  court,  jnstiee 
will  be  done  il^  parties  on  a  view  of  the  facb 
disclo«ed. '  In  the  Spanish  conits,  as  wdl  as  in 
our  courts  of  equity,  the  remedv  does  not  excln- 
sively  follow  ;  but  the  court  will  give  sneh  relief 
and  make  suth  decree,  as  the  nature  of  the  cnse 
and  justice  may  require.    Again:  weueofoptn- 
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ioD  tbai  the  court  could  oider  or  decree  that  the 
depositary  should  Wma  the  deposite  into  court, 
without  beiog  cited  to  heu  thediclamen  ordering 
him  lo  do  so,  and  could  inform  him  of  it  in  any 
manaei  the  court  thought  proper.  It  is  also  our 
opinion  that  (he  decree  to  account  for  the  proceeds 
of  the  property  intrusted  to  him  by  the  court  is  ex 
parit,  ana  did  not  require  a  citation  to  hear  it,  as, 
in  the  matters  under  consideration,  be  was  acting 
in  a  trust  confided  to  him  by  ibe  court,  and  is 
in  that  respect  to  be  considered  and  viewed  in  the 
light  of  an  officer  of  the  court. 

The  court,  for  its  own  sBlisfaction,  has  com- 
pared the  decree  before  them  with  the  testament- 
ary proceedings  to  which  it  refers,  and  are  satis- 
fied that  the  judge's  diaaneii  is,  in  the  main,  fully 
supported.  That  the  testamentary  proce^ings 
have  been  irregalar,  is  self-evident ;  a  complete 
inventory  of  the  whole  estate  wa.*  never  made. 
Three  of  the  creditors,  of  whom  Forbes  was  the 
principal,  administered  oo  the  property  fouud  in 
this  place,  and  afterwards,  on  the  order  of  the  court, 
handed  it  over  to  the  executor,  who  made  sale  of 
the  same.  No  inventory  or  appraisement  appears 
ever  to  have  been  made  of  the  real  estate,  and 
nothing  bat  a  loose  and  imperfect  one  was  made  of 
the  cBmu  in  New  Orleans. 

The  Inud  was  seized  and  soldvnder  a  mortgage 
made  to  Arroyo,  in  a  manner  so  evidently  irrega- 
lar  that  we  would  be  warrented  in  saying  that  it 
was  fiaodulent.  The  same  tribunal,  a  year  aOer- 
wards,  annulled  the  sale,  and  ordered  the  property 
to  be  sold  a  second  lime.  By  a  decree  of  Don  Jose 
Callava,  late  Governor  of  this  province,  the  sec- 
ond sale  is  declared  void  and  illegal ;  and  by  the 
dtttamen  now  under  the  consideration  of  the  court, 
the  subject  is  again  opened,  and  Forbes  and  others 
are  permitted  to  make  defence, 
le  proceeds  of  the  sales 

drawn  from  the  hands 

tor.  on  the  petition  of  Forbes,  and  placed  in  the 
pablic  treasury;  and  afterwards,  on  application 
of  Forbes,  drawn  oat  of  (he  treasary,  and  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Forbes  &  Co.  in  the  character  of 
a  deposite. 

Tne  second  sale  of  the  real  property  at  Baton 
Roase  was  ordered  at  a  meeting  of  the  creditors, 
of  lAiich  Forbe?  appears  to  have  been  principal; 
and  the  money  in  deposite  is  said  to  have  been 
appropriated,  on  an  order  of  the  court,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  due  Arroyo,  for  which  the  lands 
-were  sold  in  the  first  instance;  and  the  proceeds 
of  the  second  sate  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Forbes  &  Co.  as  a  deposite. 

The  decree  on  which  we  are  now  acting,  wbe- 
tber  it  be  considered  as  relating  to  the  first  or  sec- 
ond deposite,  declares  that  the  disbursement  of 
the  sum  deposited  has  not  been  accounted  for  in 
a.  sa.tisfactDry  manner. 

The  Spanish  tribunal  has  thought  proper  to 
review  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  in  the  lesta- 
meatary  affairs  of  Vidal.  We  take  it  for  granted 
it  had  a  right  to  do  so.  Whether  this  court  would 
have  acted  in  this  manner,  or  proceeded  in  a  dif- 
ferent way,  is  not  the  question.  The  court  will 
17th  Con.  Ist  Sesb.— 74 


take  up  the  record  as  they  find  it.  and,  unless  the 
dictamm  ia  glaringly  unjust  on  the  face  of  it,  or 
void  of  alt  Ibe  essential  formalities,  it  must  be 
substantially  enforced. 

The  testamentary  a&aiis  were  not  closed  ;  and 
we  find,  from  every  part  of  the  proceedings,  the 
former  tribunal  considered  iiselfat  liberty  to  re- 
trace its  steps  when  supposed  to  be  in  error.  But 
when  decrees  are  maae,  ihey  must  be  executed; 
for  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  a  court  could  be 
guilty  of  so  much  levity  as  to  make  them  to-day, 
only  to  be  rescinded  to-morrow.  From  the  pains 
evidently  taken  by  the  judge  in  Examining  the 
grounds  and  making  up  his  decree,  it  cannot  he 
presumed,  as  intimated  by  the  defendant's  coun- 
seL  that  be  intended  merely  to  amuse  the  plain- 
ti^,  and  that  the  approbation  and  signature  of 
the  Governor  were  obtained  by  UgerdemavH }  ihis 
would  cast  a  most  gross  imputation  on  the  tribu- 
nals to  which  we  have  succeeded.  The  present 
case  is  one  where  the  former  tribunals  have  re- 
viewed their  own  decrees ;  and  is  it  for  us  to  say 
that  ihey  had  no  right  to  do  so,  especially  when 
we  find  that  the  same  thing  has  been  done  in 
various  instances  in  the  progress  of  this  lestatnenl- 
ary  proceeding?  Although  we  might  consider 
ourselves  restrained  from  reviewing  and  re-eiam- 
ining  their  decrees,  (except  on  the  grounds  before 
stated,)  yet  this  is  very  difierent  from  baying  they 
have  no  right  lo  correct  their  own  proceedings. 
We  find  them  in  the  present  case  thus  corrected, 
and  ere  called  upon  to  execute  the  IeisI  dictamm. 
We  will  do  so  substantially. 

Therefore,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed 
by  Ibe  court,  that  John  Innerariiy,  the  defendant, 
produce  exact  accounts,  supported  by  legal  docu- 
ments, within  twenty  days  from  this  day,  accord- 
ing to  the  decree  of  Suates  and  Cailava,  dated 
PensBcola,  30ih  of  June,  and  Ist  of  July,  1820, 
before  such  auditors  as  this  court  shall  appoint. 
And  it  is  ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed,  that  the 
said  Innerariiy  hypothecate,  before  the  notary 
pablic  of  Pensacola,  unencumbered  real  property 
situate  Id  the  city  of  Pensacolaj  to  be  valued  at 
$8,500,  within  five  days  from  this  time,  to  secure 
the  deposite  and  interest  thereon',  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  any  final  decree  this  court  may  pasa 
against  him  on  account  of  said  deposite.  And  it 
is  further  ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed,  that,  in 
case  the  said  Innerariiy  should  fail  to  comply  in 
giving  the  security  ordered  on  the  sixth  day,  the 

gtitioneiE  may  have  execution  for  the  sum  of 
,500.  Said  execution  is  first  to  run  azainsl  the 
personal  property  of  the  said'  luDerarily ;  after 
that  is  exhausted,  bis  body  may  be  taken  in  ez- 

And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged,  and  de- 
creed, that  the  said  sum.  or  such  part  of  it  as  may 
be  made,  shall  be  brouMt  into  court,  and  be  «ub- 
'iect  to  its  further  order ;  and  that  the  execution 
be  retorneble  in  thirty  days  from  the  day  it  issues. 
And,  lastly,  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged,  and 
decreed,  that  the  hein  of  Vidal  may  prosecute 
their  claims  relative  lo  the  16,000  acres  of  land, 
Bi  authorized  in  the  dietaaen  of  Snares  of  the 
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30ch  of  June,  1^0,  and  coD6rmed  on  the  lit  of 
JdIv,  18S0,  bT  CiUbtb. 

JOHN  C.  MITCHELL. 
Approved:  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Got«rm>r  of  (At  FMdaa,  ^e. 

To  F.  M.  Nitbtt,  J.Dtla  Rao,  aad  WiUiam  David- 


Hbirb  of  ViDALtrJoan  Ikkebabity. 
West  Flohida,  ExKonri' 

S^ttBihtr  17, 1S21'. 
Id  virtue  of  t  decree  tbia  day  rEitdered  in  tbe 
mboie  case  by  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson, 
Oovemor  of  tbe  Ftoridu,  &.c.,  and  Jobn  C.  Miicb- 
ell,  Esq.,  sitting  as  tbe  !iupi«tne  court  of  judicature 
ID  ibia  province,  you  aie  bereby  appoioled  audi- 
t*ra  to  srraDKC  and  settle  tbe  said  estate  ;  and  you 
will  appear  before  me  at  tbe  Executive  Chamber 
to  take  tbe  requisite  oath  for  tbe  ftitbful  disebarge 


Citritiftht  EutatUt  Qmt.      \ 

SEPTEiiBER  le,  1821.      ' 

The  above  named  auditot>  appeared  before  me  | 

this  iDomiDg,  and,  baring  taken   the  oath  pre-  , 

acribed,  were  coasidered  aa  quili6ed  to  enter  upon  j 

their  duties.  i 

The  said  auditors  then  appointed  Edward  A.  | 

Rutledge,  Esq.,  as  aecfelary  to  the  board.  I 

Test:  JOHN  C.  CONNOR,  Ci«rA. 

III. 
SeerAary  of  Staia  to  Omemor  Jacktan. 
DEPAtlTMEKT  OF  StatEj 

Washinstoa,  Odober  26j  1821. 

Sib:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
letters  of  30th  July,  20ih  August,  and  lai  Sep- 
tember, with  their  respective  enclosures,  which 
bare  beet)  submitted  to  the  coosiderHlion  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  a  leiter  which  I  have, 
by  bii  direction,  written  to  Judg'e  Fronieniin,  in- 
forming biro  that  it  was  intended  that  his  juris- 
diction should  be  conflned  to  the  execution  of  the 
only  laws  of  the  United  States  which,  by  act  of 
Congress,  had  been  extended  to  the  territories  of 
Florida,  namely :  the  laws  relating  to  the  revenue 
and  its  collection,  and  to  the  slave  trade.  In  the 
execution  of  these  laws,  which  are  of  h  nature 
entirely  distinct  from  those  of  Spain,  o[)eratlng  in 
the  provinces,  the  President  is  of  opinion  that  he 
should  he  amenable  only  to  tbe  Oovernment  of 
the  United  States. 

I  enclose.  aUo,  translations  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Salmon,  Chanfe  des  Affitires  of  Spin,  and  of  a 
statement  by  Colonel  Callava,  relative  (o  the  arrest 
and  detention  of  his  person,  and  of  the  forcible  sei- 
zure and  abduction, under  your  auihority,orcertBin 
papers  which  were  in  his  posi^ssion,  with  a  copy 
of  the  answer  given  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Salmon. 
Before  an  ultimate  answei  shall  be  given  to  tbe 
Spanbh  Minister  upon  this  complaint,  the  Presi' 
dent  has  thought  it  proper  to  transmit  these  docu- 
ments to  you,  with  the  purpose  of  receiving  any 


remarks,  eiiber  in  relatien  to  the  facts  alleged,  or 
to  the  principles  assCTted  in  them,  which  yon  may 
think  the  occasion  requires. 

Api^eciating,  as  the  President  does,  the  sense 
of  duty  under  which  you  felt  yourself  compelled 
to  resort  to  these  meBaures,and  the  objects  of  high 
and  impartial  justice  to  which  they  were  in  your 
estimation  rendered  indispeusable,  I  am  directed 
particularly  to  invite  your  atteation  to  the  fc4- 
lowinE  circumstances  represented  tn  these  papers: 

1.  Thai  Colonel  Callava  claimed  as  of  right 
the  immunities,  with  reference  t     '  ' 
his  dw^ing-house,  and  to 
the  customary  laws  of  nati 
conuui»sioners  appointed  to  negotiate  or  lo 
cute  treaty  stipulations  between  nation  aadiu 

2.  That  you  had  traosaeted  b^iness  with  bira 
in  the  capacity  of  a  public  conunissiosier  ailatcas 
the  3d  of  August,  three  weehs  after  the  day  oa 
which  the  surrender  bad  beea  made  of  the  wr- 
titory. 

3.  That  the  papers  Sually  seized  fay  your  onkn 
had  never  been  officially  demanded,  and  thai  be 
bad  offered  lo  deliver  them,  or  give  adequate  w- 
curiiy  that  Lhey  should  be  iielivered,if  thevshonU 
prove  to  be  of  the  description  of  papeis  »nfiil»»^ 
by  the  treaty  to  be  left  in  tbe  terntory. 

4.  That,  at  the  time  wbea  he  was  foiciUy 
brought  before  you,  and  required  lo  subnut  to  ex- 
amination upon  interrogatories,  neither  the  quee- 
tioos  asked  of  bim,  Dor  bis  answers,  were  corvcctly 
interpreted. 

It  IS  Pfoper  lo  apprize  you  that,  in  tbe  i^aion 
of  the  President,  so  far  as  Colonel  Callava  cuold 
justly  claim  the  rights  of  a  commiasionei  foe  the 
surrender  of  the  territory,  he  was  entitled  to  lU 
the  immunities  which  mtabt  be  necessary  far  the 
execution  of  his  trust,  and  which  the  laws  of  na- 
tions recognise  as  belonging  to  public  raintsteis. 
As  authority  fur  this  opinion,  1  refer  you  to  Vai- 
tel,  book  4,  ch.  6,  j  75,  and  ch.  9,  j  125. 

A  difierenl  senlimeal  appearing,  from  youi  let- 
ter of  the  26ih  Ausust,  to  have  been  enteittioed 
by  you,  it  would  De  satisfactory  to  learn  apoa 
what  grounds  it  had  been  taken  up;  or,  if  ibe 
privileges  incident  to  this  immunity  had  ia  yont 
view  ceased,  it  is  desirable  to  know  the  coosidet- 
Btioos  upon  which  you  had  so  deemed  of  theai-, 
the  view  taken  of  inem  in  ilie  answer  to  tbe  iwie 
of  Mr.  Salman  admitting  the  riahl  only  in  general 
terms,  and  inferring  that  they  had  ceased  by  the 
act  of  surrender,  and  of  reasonable  tine  for  de- 
parture, as  well  as  by  the  limitation  of  tiie  time 
for  the  surrender  stipulated  in  the  treaty. 

I  shall  reply  as  early  as  possiUe  to  tbe  otbei 
subjects  of  your  letter ;  and,  in  the  maui  while, 
have  tbe  honor  tn  be,  with  great  respeai,  sir,  yoot 
very  bumble  and  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

AndHew  Jackson,  Esq., 

Gatenor  of  fwrtrfo. 
GoTtnor  Jaekitn  to  tht  Sterttary  ofStaU~ 

Nashville,  Ifovemhtr  13, 1831. 

Sir  :  1  arrived  at  this  place  on  the  5ih  ii>siaai, 
and  have  deferred  writing  you  until  the  [wesent 
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moment,  indnlgine  the  expectaiioa  that  I 
in  tbe  raeao  time  hare  received  some  come 
tions  of  intece^l  from  the  Ploridu ;  in  this  celcu- 
laiiua,  howeTcr,  I  have  been  disappoiated,  in  cod- 
sequnice  of  ihe  irrt^alarily  of  the  mails  between 
this  md  that  place.  There  has  been  no  arrival, 
briagiag  any  thing  of  a  later  date  than  that  of  mj 
deparnire  from  Pensacola. 

From  tbe  National  IntelligeDcer  I  hare  discov- 
ered that  a  publication  haa  appeared  in  tbe  Charles' 
ton  PaEriol,  purDortiug  to  give  the  substance  of  a 
corresgmndeoce  oetween  Jud^e  Fromeutin  and  my- 
self, with  accompanying  siricturea  upoa  the  same; 
and  stating  that  "detaifed  accounts  of  the  whole 
affair,"  vilh  copien  of  said  papers,  had  bean  trans' 
miitnl  to  Washington ;  tbat  they  "  have  been 
coaGded  to  individnals,  and  are  circulated  pii- 
VBtely."^  On  referring  to  my  former  communica- 
tioosj  I  do  not  find  that  a  copy  of  that  correspond- 
ence has  been  forwarded  to  the  Department  of 
State;  and  believing,  as  I  do.  from  Judge  Fro  men- 
tin's  disregard  to  truth,  that  he  has  secretly  circu- 
lated it,  without  the  accompanying  cerilGcates, 
for  Ihe  purpose,  if  poMihle,  of  forestalling  public 
opinion,  I  herewith  enclose  copies  of  all  the  docu- 
ments touching  the  transaction,  with  a  request 
that  ihey  may  be  laid  before  tbe  Preaident,  and, 
should  it  be  deemed  necessary,  to  be  communicated 
fof  the  information  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stateo.  This  expoii  furnishes  a  satisfactory  view 
of  the  whole  ground  in  dispute,  and  i  neon  test  ably 
proves  that  Judge  Promentin  has  been  guilty  of 
iritfulty  and  wickedly  fahricailDg  the  most  palpa- 
ble falsehoods.  The  evidence  ot  such  unblitshtnj 
depravity  and  corruption  libould  be  placed  in  tht 
possession  of  the  President,  and,  in  strict  justice 
deserves  to  be  exposed  to  the  execration  of  tli< 
whole  American  people.  When  an  officer  of  suet: 
high  responsibility  under  the  Federal  Qovernmcn:. 
manifests  such  baseness  and  obliquity  of  heart,  it 
ought  to  excite  our  alarm,  and  stimulate  the  proper 
aaihority  to  apply  the. most  speedy  and  ef^'~  ' 
remedy. 

When  Judge  Promentin  appeared  before 
obedience  to  the  citation  served  upon  bim,  and 
made  what  I  conceived  to  be  a  suf&cient  apolog] 
for  interfering  with  my  jurisdiction,  by  i3.-iutng  ihi 
writ  of  JuAeoM  corptu,  and  havins  explicitly  anu 
positively  promised  that  he  would  not  again  do 
any  act  to  impede  the  exercise  of  ray  prerogative, 
I  -vras  perfectly  willing  that  tbe  affair  should  here 
be  pat  (o  rest,  and,  if  possible,  be  buried  in  oMi- 
vioD.  With  this  view  alone,  1  barely  required  bin 
signature  to  so  much  of  the  proceedings  between 
Ds  ss  was  absolutely  necessary  for  my  own  jus- 
tification, and  to  show  that  he  bad  granted  the 
-writ  without  petition  or  affidavit,  agreeably  to 
lavr,  and  that  he  did  not  recollect  to  whom  or  to 
Tvbich  of  the  applicants  it  had  been  delivered! 

Altbongh  tbe  jud^,  in  the  publication  referred 
to,  asserts  that  our  mterview  and  its  results  were 
th«  topics  of  conversation  in  the  townof  Pensacoli 
for  a  week'afXer  they  transpired,  I  can  confidently 
state  that  tbey  never  did  become  the  subject  of 
remark  where  I  was  present,  except  on  the 
snteequent  to  his  dischai^e.    Uit  that 


there  appeared  to  be  a  universal  concurrence  of 
opinion  that  the  judge's  apology,  as  made  in  the 
presence  of  several  respectable  gentlemen,  was  a 
rrect  and  prudent  measure  on  nis  part,  and  that 
was  an  act  of  lenity  and  forbearance  on  mine, 
._  thus  lerminaliog  this  hasty  and  indecorous  at- 
tempt to  embarrass  the  admiolstration  of  justice; 


enjoined  it  upon  him  to  co-operate  with  n 
administration  of  the  Oovernment,  and  in  distrib- 
uting justice  equally  to  all.  A  general  surprise 
was  also  expressed  at  the  circumstance  of  bis  sym- 
pathies being  exclusively  enlisted  for  the  relin  of 
Colonel  Calfava  !  With  respect  to  poor  Domingo 
3oD^,  and  Pullarai,  the  steward,  the  law  Was  to 
be  permitted  to  take  its  course,  and,  although  the 
servile  instruments  of  Callava,  they  were  tol»e  left 
to  their  fatal  Por  them,  Judge  Promentin  seems 
to  havehadnobowelsof  compassion,  Theymight 
hare  perished,  and  rotted  in  prison, before  be  woutS 
have  stepped  forward,  with  the  sanction  of  his 
authority,  for  their  deliverance.  The  fftcl  was, 
they  had  no  wealth  or  influence,  and  the  jodge 
was  not,  consequently,  clothed  with  the  pdwer  to 
issue  a  writof  AoieMcorptM  for  their  relief.  Agree- 
ably to  hii  principles,  the  laws  of  the  United 
Slates  are  only  mode  for  the  punishment  of  the 
humfale  and  pennylen  ;  but,  w&evever  oppo^d  to 
wealth  Mid  power,  they  must  either  remain  in- 
operative, or,  if  enforced,  it  mu^t  be  done  with  great 
<leticacy  and  respect.  This  course  of  proce^iDf[ 
may  ves^  well  comport  with  the  corrupt  and  inqui- 
:>itorial  system  of  former  Spanish  tribunals,  hot 
they  are  clearly  and  paipaluy  unjust,  and  merit 
the  unqualified  reptobation  of  every  honest  and 
intelligent  American,  lean  assure  you  that,  so 
far  la  I  have  beea  enabled  to  collect  an  expression 
of  public  sentiment  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Judge 
Promentin,  it  has  evidently  rendered  bim  so  odious 
and  contemptible,  that  his  name  is  only  mentioned 
in  genieei  circles  to  be  deprecated  and  despised. 
It  is  considered  so  flagrant  and  flagitious  a  depar- 
ture from  justice  and  propriety,  as  Neriously  to 
impair  his  standing,  and  ralbar  lo  produce  duaf- 
fectioo  than  inspLte  respeot  and  confldeitoe  in  tbe 
American  authorities  in  Florida. 

Situated  as  Judge  Promentin  was,  I  did  not  an- 
ticipate that  be  would  have  had  the  hardihood 
and  temerity  to  revive  this  transaction,  and  make 
it  a  subject  of  public  inve-Migation.  Good  sense, 
as  well  as  the  best  policy,  would  certainty  hare 
dictated  a  very  different  procedure.  After  his 
coocessionn  apd  open  acknowledgments  that  he 
had  acted  hastily,  and  wtihoul  a  due  consideration 
of  the  case,  it  could  not  have  been  expected  that 
the  most  abandoned  and  profligate  would  have 
denied  the  facts,  particularly  when  those  declara- 
tions were  made  in  the  presence  of  several  gentle- 
men of  the  most  unimpeachable  Int^rity.  Tbe  . 
man  who  could  thus  prostitute  his  signature  for 
the  propagation  of  such  glaring  and  barefaced 
falsehoods,  evinces  an  effrontery  almost  without  a 
parallel,  and  a  destitution  of  principle  very  incom- 
patible with  the  character  of  one  selected  to  ad- 
minister the  laws  as  judge  of  the  United  Slates. 
Elevated  as  he  was,  I  had  hoped  that  I  should 
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meet  with  a  maalf  feeling  ind  \oTij  iotegrilr  cor- 
mpoDdiog  with  his  hoDOrable  statioD  ;  bat  I  tia- 
eerely  regret  lo  saj  Ibal  he  has  displaced  a  want 
of  honesty  and  candor  only  becoming  an  apostate 
priest,  and  which  is  enough  to  suffuse  the  cheek 
of  depravity  itself  with  a  blush.  I  may,  perhaps, 
express  my  iDdif[natJon  upoo  this  subject  nith  too 
much  freedom.  If  the  language  is  harsh,  I  am 
williog  to  ackoowledge  that  it  does  not  altogether 
become  me,  but  I  am  not  convioced  that  it  is  not 
merited  in  its  application. 

Upon  a  perusal  of  the  whole  correspondence 
jmd  Bccomt^oying  documents,  and  af^er  a  i 
consideration  of  tne  subject.  I  am  induced 
liere  that  the  President  will  be  entirely  satiiGed 
of  Judge  Fromentin's  having  acted  regardless  of 
principle  and  duty,  and  that  ae  is  altogether  nn- 
worthy  of  the  confidence  repoaed  in  him  as  a  ju- 
dicial officer  of  the  United  States.  To  commu- 
nicate the  testimony  necessary  to  establish  this 
f&ct,  I  have  been  impelled  bv  the  imperative  obli- 
gations which  I  feel  myself  Dound  to  discharge  in 
justice  to  myself  and  aui  cammtHi  country. 

With  every  assurance  of  respect  aitd  esteem, 
I  ami,  A.e. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Governor  of  Oa  fwridat. 

P.  a.  Doctor  Bronaogh  will  band  yon  several 
depositions  and  reports  in  the  case  of  Callave, 
which  1  have  forwarded  in  addition  to  those  here- 
tofore transmitted  upon  the  same  subject.  It  is 
my  desire  thai  they  should  be  submitted  to  the 
President,  and,  if  called  for,  to  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress. Altogether,  they  demonstrate  the  falsehood 
of  Callava's  statement,  and  show  how  little  regard 
he  had  to  truth  in  making  iL 

AITOREW  JACKSON. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  AoAve, 

Sterdary  of  Suite, 

No.  1. 
Judgt  Avn*BlVn  to  GoBtntor  JacktOH. 

PehsacOiji,  Seplemher  3, 1^1. 
Sib  ;  I  am  informed  that  it  is  rumored  in  town 
that,  in  the  interview  between  your  Excellency 
and  myself,  in  the  afternoon  of  the  24lh  ultimo,  I 
had  apologized  to  your  Excellency  for  issuing  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Cal- 
Ura.  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  not  hesitate 
in  enaUing  me  effectually  to  contradict  that  re- 

Your  Excellency  cannot  have  forgotten  that, 
from  the  beginning  lo  the  end  of  the  conversation, 
I  insisted,  not  only  on  the  right,  but  on  the  doty 
of  a  judge  of  the  United  States  to  grant  that  writ; 
and  thai,  among  other  things^  upon  being  ques- 
tioned by  your  Excellency  whether  I  would  order 
*a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  be  served  upon  the 
Captain  General  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  1  told  you 
no;  but  that  I  would  not  hesitate,  if  the  case 
should  require  it,  and  if  I  had  the  necessary  juris- 
diction, to  issue  one  to  be  served  on  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates.  To  this  you  answered,  that 
the  President  was  only  liable  to  impeachment;  I 


I  added  that  I  was  confident  that,  in  my  place,  yott 
!  would  have  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ELIO.  FROMENTIN. 

JudgtofAt  U.&,f^ 
His  Ex'cy  Governor  A.  Jackson. 

No.  2. 
Governor  Jaekitm  to  Jttdge  Avswalfo. 

PeNSACOLA,  ExECimVECHAMBBBB, 

Slumber  3, 1821. 
Sir:  Your  note,  bv  Mr. 
handed  to  c  , 
contents^  and,  in  answer,  state,  that  when  joa 
appeared  before  me  in  the  Executive  Chamber  on 
the  24th  ultimo,  you  did  then  and  there  stale,  and 
acknowledge,  that  you  had  acted  hastily,  wiifoout 
due  consideration,  and  without  proper  information 
as  lo  the  facts  of  the  case,  upon  the  importunitifs 
of  John  Innerarity  and  some  other  Spanish  gett- 
tlemen ;  and  ihaL  had  you  been  apprized  that 
Colonel  CalUva  nad  been  committal  by  me  for 
contempt  of  my  authority,  you  certainly  would  not 
have  interfered;  and  you  further  acKnowledged 
that  you  had  called  upon  roe  several  limes  in  a 
friendly  way  to  advise  with  me  as  lo  yoiu  juris- 
diction^ and  thai  I  had  always  told  you  that  it  wa* 
my  opinion  you  had  no  other  jurisdiction,  except 
as  far  as  the  laws  of  the  United  States  had,  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  been  extended  over  these  prov- 
inces; and  that,  when  I  showed  you  the  powers 
which  had  been  granted  to  me  bv  the  President 
of  the  United  State^  you  declared  that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  your  being  here,  and  that  yoo 
might  as  well  return  to  New  Orleans  ;  and  that  I 
replied  that  you  had  jurisdiction  over  the  reveaiie 
and  the  infraction  of  the  laws  of  Congress  prohih- 
itinff  the  importation  of  slaves.  And  yoa  did  ih^ 
declare  that,  heresDer,  you  would  in  no  way  ai- 


lion  to  the  powers  of  a  judge  of  the  United  Stales 
to  issuea  wriiof  Aainuair7m4iDibe8tateB,exce^ 
in  particular  cases ;  and  I  stated  to  yon  that,  if 
you  were  in  the  States,  you  would  have  no  right 
to  interfere  in  the  mAnoer  which  you  hadat(em|Hed 
here,  and  referred  you  lo  the  laws  of  CongrCM.  If 
this,  sir,  was  not  an  apology,  I  know  not  what  is. 
I  received  it  as  such,  and  dismissed  you  accordingly, 
under  the  citatioo  by  which  you  were  brought  be- 
fore me  to  show  cause,  dec. 

I  am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  dec. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Gwenor  ofOit  Florida*,  ^ 

EuGiDB  FaOMENTiii,  Jvdge,  ^. 

No.  a 
Judge  F^ymenUn  to  Omeral  JtKktoit. 

Peksacola,  Sept.  3, 1821. 
Sir:  If  your  Excellency  has  been  astonished  at 
my  letter,  I  may  assure  your  Excellency  that  I 
have  been  noi  less  so  at  readins  vour  answer.  I 
"  acknowledge  that  I  had  acted  hastily  witfaou 
due  coosideratiou,  and  without  propn  infoimalioa 
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■03  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  upon  ibe  importuni- 
ties of  John  Innerarity  and  aome  other  epHoish 
geotlemeD ;  and  that,  had  I  been  apprized  that 
Colonel  Callava  had  been  committed  by  you  for 
contempt  of  your  authority,  1  certainly  would  not 
have  inleTfered  !"  Never,  sir,  never  !  My  blood 
recoils  at  such  a  statement.  Its  last  drop  will 
fiow  before  I  subscribe  to  it. 

Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  put  your  Excellency  in 
mind  that  yon  began  the  conversation,  and  I  could 
scarcely  find  time  to  place  a  word ;  nor  did  you 
hear  me  mention  Mr.  Innerarity's  name,  nor  any 
other  name,  until  yoar  Excellency  asked  me  who 
\Pere  the  persons  tha.1  had  applied  for  the  writ; 
and  then  1  mentioned  Mr.  Innerarity's  name,  with 
the  names  of  the  other  gentlemen  who,  jointly 
-with  him,  had  applied  for  it.  The  conversation 
then  turned  on  the  verbal  application  for  the  writ, 
"when  Doctor  Bronau^fh  entered,  and  reduced  that 
part  of  it  to  writing.  The  extent  of  your  powers 
was  the  next  topic,  and  you  read  the  act  of  Con- 

gress,  and  began  to  read  one  of  your  commissions. 
ul  neither  then,  nor  at  any  time  before,  did  your 
Eicellency  favor  me  with  an  entire  perusal  of 
your  several  commissions. 

On  that  occasion,  as  on  every  other  preceding 
occasion,  when  our  respective  powers  and  duties 
were  the  subject  of  conversation,  yoo  insisted  on 
my  being  confined  to  the  two  cases  staled  by  your 
Excellency;  and,  as  that  had  already  been  refer- 
red to  the  President,  it  was  unnecessary  for  me  to 

It  is  most  assuredly  true  that  I  said  that  I  never 
had,  nor  ever  would  interfere  wLih  your  authority ; 
nor  indeed,  sir,  the  authority  of  any  other  man. 
But,  sir,  does  it  follow  that  t  am  disposed  to  sur- 
render the  authority  vested  in  me?  Assuredly 
not.  Legal  authority  is  one  thing;  ille^l  an- 
Ihority  is  another  thing.  Upon  that  we  difier. 
A  higher  ttibunal  than  yours  or  mine  must  of 
«otirse  pronounce.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 
ELIGIUS  FROMENTIN. 

His  Ex'cy  Qor.  AttniiBw  Jacksoh. 

No.  4. 
QmtTHOT  Jackmn  to  Jadgg  Rvmmtin. 

Pesbacola,  StpUmber  3, 1881. 
Sib:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  second 
note  of  this  day.  The  first  excited  my  astonish- 
ment, it  is  true;  but  the  second  my  indignation 
and  contempt ;  for  I  did  not  suppose,  until  yuor 
note  now  before  me  furnished  conclusive  evidence, 
that  you  were  capable  of  stating  a  wilful  and  de- 
liberate falsehood.  That  you  have  done  so  in 
your  note  of  this  eveninir,  I  do  assert,  as  the  en- 
closed certificates  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Bronaugh  (who 
was  directed  by  me  to  pay  particular  attention  to 
our  conversation)  and  Mr.  Ruiledge  fully  prove. 
That  you  have  the  hardihood  to  deny  thai,  when 
you  called  at  my  house,  I  did  not  send  Tor  my 
Sook  to  the  office  containing  the  record  of  my 
commissions  and  instructions,  and  that  I  did  not 
read  the  whole  of  them  to  you,  shows  that  you 
are  regardless  of  truth ;  and  in  this  1  do  pronounce 
that  you  have  staled  another  deliberate  falsehood. 


I  have  barely  to  add,  that  I  recommend  to  you 
to  keep  within  your  Iwal  jurisdiction  and  powers. 
Whilst  you  do  this,  aU  j^our  proceedings  will  be 
supported,  and  all  my  aid  given  that  mav  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  them  into  effect;  but  wnen  you 
attempt  to  transcend  ihem,  and  interfere  with  my 
legitimate  powers,  recollect  the  admonition  I  gave 
you  when  before  me  on  the  24th  ultimo,  and  at- 
tend In  it,  or  you  will  be  treated  and  punished  as 
you  deserve,  legardless  of  your  boasts  of  blood 
flowing,  &c.,  which  pass  by  me  as  the  fleeting 

Here,  sir,  on  this  subject,  our  commuQicalion 
closes,  as  I  am  tco  much  engaged  to  read  yours, 
lam,  sir,  yours,  ice. 

A.  JACKSON. 
To  EuaiDS  FaouENTiM,  Esq. 

D  the 


No.  5. 
Pbmbacola,  S^emler  3,  1831. 
8iB :  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  the 
honor  to  state  that  I  was  present  when  the  convv- 
sation  took  place  between  Judge  Fromentin  and 
yourself  on  the  34th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of  bis 
having  issued  a  writ  of  habea*  corpus  in  the  caw 
of  Colonel  Callava,  and  that  I  paid  the  most  par- 
ticular attention  to  every  thing  which  occurred  ou 
that  occasion,  and  that  you  have  correctly  stalod 
the  substance  of  that  conversation  in  a  letter  of 
this  date,  which  1  copied,  adtlressed  to  Judge  Fio- 


where  your  authority  was  attempted  to  be  set  al 
defiance,  and  that,  too,  by  force  of  arms,  and  while  ' 
sitting  in  vourjudicial  capacity  treated  with  cod> 
tempt,  Judge  Fromentin  did  acKnowledge  that  he 
had  acted  nastily,  without  due  conaideiaiion,  and 
without  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  that 
he  bad  issued  the  writ  of  habtat  corjmt,  bavins 
been  urged  to  it  by  a  numbei  of  individuals  ;  and, 
being  requested  to  name  them,  mentioned  Inne- 
rarity, La  Rua.Brosnabam,  and  some  others;  and 
declared  tbat^  had  be  been  informed  that  you  had 
committed  Colonel  Callava  for  contempt  of  your 
authority,  while  sitting  in  your  judicial  capacity, 
writ  oi  habiat  corpia  would  not  have  been 
led ;  and  that,  for  the  future,  he  should  in  no 
way  attempt  to  interfere  with  your  authority  and 
powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sit, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  BRONAUGH. 

Uis  Ex'cy  Ahdbew  Jacks  oh, 

GovtmoT  of  tin  Ftmdat,  ^c. 

No.  6. 

I  have  attentively  read  the  forq^ing  certiScate 

of  Dr.  J.  C.  Bronaiigb,  and,  being  present  during 

the  interview  alluded  to,  do  certify  that  it  is  rm- 

itely  and  substantially  true. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
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No.  7. 
PsKBACOLA,  SipUmbtr  3, 1B31. 
8iK:  In  compliBnce  wilh  your  i^ueai  thnt  I 
^rould  eiplain  to  you  my  nnJersiandrng  of  that 
part  of  the  coDversaitoD  which  took  place  between 
your  SicetleDCy  and  Judge  Froraenlia,  apoa  the 
appearance  of  the  laiter  before  yon,  agreeably  to 
citation,  on  the  34lb  ultimo,  relative  to  thete 
poiata:  whether  Judge  FromeiitiD  did  or  did  not 
say  th»t,  had  he  been  aware  of  the  circumstances 
of  Colonel  Callava's  commitment,  he  would  not 
hare  issued  the  writ  of  haheai  anpat  in  his  favor, 
as  be  bad  done;  and  whether  he  did  or  did  not 
declare  that,  in  tbefutureexeiciMOf  hisfnnciions, 
he  would  carefully  avoid  interfering  with  the 
lawful  subjects  of  your  EicclleDcy's  jurisdiction, 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  as  follows :  that  1  was 
present  during  the  whole  of  the  conversation  ; 
and,  atthougb  neither  a  retentire  memory,  nor 
particular  attention  paid  at  the  lime  to  the  words 
used  by  Judge  Fromenlui,  warrant  me  in  refer- 
ring to  them,  yet  the  impression  which  remains 
nyta  toy  mind,  from  the  conTersation  above  men- 
tioned, IS  cltarly  this :  that  Judge  Framentin,»rier 
faeamg  the  act  of  Congress,  one  of  yoor  filicel- 
leacy^i  «omatssiom,  and  some  otbet  documaUs, 
read,  endettvorad,  bv  adductng  tbe  peculiar 
wnich  the' 


'he  pecnl 
.  had  been 


the  course  Ik  had  putwed,  and  g»vm  yanr  Bxeel- 
Isncy  idistinctljr  to  nndersland  that  he  wat  deter- 
nuMd  not  to  utterfere  in  future  with  any  of  the 
brtiDches  of  your  adaunlstration. 
J  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

E.  A.  RUTLBD^:. 
HiaSx'oy  Axnaew  Jaoebon, 

OoMrnor  o/thi  Fltridai,  fc. 


NAanviLLG,  Nmember  12,  1931. 
I  certify  thai  I  was  present  when  Eligius  Fro- 
menlin,  shortly  after  be  had  received  his  coromis- 
sion.as  judge  in  Weet  Florida,  called  upon  An- 
drew Jackson,  Governor  of  theFloridas,  Ac-jVith 
the  view  of  con&ultiog  with  him  (as  he  stated) 
upon  the  nature  aad  extent  of  the  powers  with 
which  he  (Fromenlin)  was  clothed  as  judge  of 
the  United  States.  He  expressed  himself  as  being 
absolutely  at  a  loss  to  discover  what  duties  he  had 
to  perform,  and  desired  that  Governor  Jackson 
would  candidly  advise  him  as  to  the  course  he 
ought  to  pursue.  The  Qoveroor,  in  plain  and 
friendly  language,  told  him  that  the  only  United 
States  laws  extended  to  the  Floridas  by  the  act  of 
CoDgMEs  were  the  laws  regulating  the  revenue 
and  prohibiting  the  imporiaiion  of  slaves,  and 
that  he  therefore  believed  his  jurisdiction  could 
reach  no  further  than  to  cases  arising  under  those 
laws.  The  Governor  further  told  him  that,  if  he 
could  gather  any  light  on  the  subject  from  a  pe- 
Ttual  of  his  conunissions  and  instructions,  Ihey 
were  at  his  service  for  perusal;  and  Uiai,  as  the 
executive  olerk  was  (hen  busily  engaged,  if  he 
would  call  on  some  fnture  occasion,  lie  would 
read  bni  alt  hts  powers. 


After  this  conversation  Jodge  FrDnMntin  re- 
tired, and  accordingly  called  ine  next  norniiig. 
Governor  Jackson  was  at  ibaC  time  engaged,  not 
in  his  bouse.  The  judge  retired,  and  abnni  one 
o'clock  of  the  same  day  returned.  After  some 
conversation  of  the  same  purport  with  that  befoie 
slated,  the  Governor  requested  me  to  go  for  ibe 
record  book  containing  bis  commiisioas  and  Let- 
ters of  instructions.  1  returned  with  Hr.  Ckut- 
nor,  the  executive  clerk,  who  brought  and  banded 
the  book  to  the  Governor.  The  Governor  then 
read  bis  comtnissions  and  letters  of  iostractioiu^ 
and  handed  the  same  to  Judge  Fromeutin,  with 
permission  to  read. 

The  three  commiisioDS  given  by  the  Praident 
of  the  United  States  to  Ch>vernor  Jackson,  a^ 


before  Judge  Fromentin,  who.  after  expnasiag  aa 
satisfaction,  having  read,  closed,  and  returned 
them,  wilb  some  remarks  which  left  no  doubt 
upon  Div  mind  of  bis  entire  concurrence  with  the 
view  taken  of  the  subject  by  the  Governor,  Left 
the  room,  saying  that  he  "had  as  well  be  off  to 
Orleans,"  there  being  little  for  him  lo  do,  orwoi4s 
to  that  effect. 

The  above  detail  gives  only  the  sulKiance  of 
the  conversation  between  the  individuals  named; 
the  undersigned  does  not  certify  that  he  ha«  given 
the  precise  language  used  by  them. 

ANDREW  J.  DONELSON, 
2d  Lieul.  JEng.  CnjM. 

No.  9. 
OtriOG  OF  EzEOUTfre  of  Flouva, 

PeMocola,  Jt^nu^ga,  1821. 
Present:  His  Excellency  the  Governor. 
Tbe  order  for  the  discharge  of  Colond  Don  JoM 
GallavB,  Domingo  Sousa,  and  Antoine  Fnlkaiat, 
being  under  the  consideration  of  his  Rxc«llenej, 
the  sanebeing  written,  but  not  issued.  Captain 
Wager,  the  officer  of  the  day,  preaealed  to  le 
Excellency  the  following  communication,  viz: 
Pekbacola,  W.F.  Aufftut34,J3Sl. 
Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  witbin 
paper  from  Judge  Fromenlin  was  handed  to  and 
served  upon  sae  as  officer  of  the  goard  stationed 
at  the  calaboose  on  the  23d  instant,  by  a  person 
who  I'have  reason  to  believe  was  Dr.  BroKnahaiD, 
of  this  place,  who  stated  that  he  served  it  as  a 
friend,  and  who,  on  being  informed  that  no  notice 
would  be  taken  of  the  within  paper,  retired. 
Very  respectfull?,  dec. 

G.  W.  MOUNTZ, 
Liad.  4A  O:  &  btfimtry. 
Hi£  Ez'cy  AfCDsaw  Jackbon, 

GottmoT  of  (At  Fiorida*,  ft. 
The  within  paper  was  banded,  M^sediataly  «a 
its  receqit,  to  Captain  Wager,  officer  of  tbe  day. 
G.  W.  MOUNTZ, 
Um.  4AU.S.  £t/bfltrT. 
Tht  ViiiUd  StaUa  to  Litutenant  G.  W.  JfevnK,  of  A; 
4tA  regiment  V.  S.  in/aotry,  gnditg  : 
You  are  haeby  comnanded  that  yon  forthwith 
have  the  body  ot  Jose  Callava,  late  OoTtraotoT 
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the  proriDce  of  West  Florida,  now  ia  jrour  cuito- 
df,  as  is  eaid,  logether  with  the  day  and  cause  of 
hiB  caption  aod  deientiaD,  by  wbalerer  name  he 
may  be  known,  Mote  the  judge  of  the  court  of 
the  United  Stales  Tor  West  Florida,  and  Tor  that 
fart  of  East  Florida  which  lies  westward  of  the 
cape,  at  bis  chambers  in  the  cily  of  Pensacola,  lo 
do,  receive,  and  lubmiE  to  whatefer  the  said  judge 
■ball  ctntider  in  that  behalf;  and  have  you  then 
and  Ibetfl  this  writ,  with  your  doings  thereon. 

WitiusB,  Eligtua  Fromentiii,  judge  of  our  said 
eourt,  tbia  twenty-third  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  oar  Jjocd  eightean  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

I  allow  tbia  writ : 

ELIQIUS  FROMBNTIN, 
Judge  of  tie  Utiitad  SUtUt,  ^c 

Whereupon,  it  was  ordered  by  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  that  Captain  Wager  report  lo  Mr. 
Fromenlin  that  the  prisoners  were  confined  for 
an  open  contempt  of  his  Excellency's  orders  and 
decrees,  and  that  be  would  keep  them  confined, 
agreesUy  thereto,  until  released  by  bis  Kicel- 
lency's  orders.  And  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor issued  the  foltowiog  further  order,  viz  : 

Eligius  Fiomentin,  Esq.  will,  forthwith,  be  and 
and  appear  before  me  lo  show  cause  why  be  has 
attempted  to  interfere  with  my  authority  as  Gor- 
ernoT  of  the  Floridas,  exarcislag  the  powers  of  the 
Captain  General  and  Inlendant  of  the  island  of 
Cuba  over  ihe  said  provinces,  and  of  the  Govern- 
ors of  said  provlDCesj  respectively,  in  my  judicial 
capacity  as  supreme  jud^e  over  the  same,  and  as 
cbancellor  thereof;  having  commicied  certain  in- 
dividual!' charged  with  a  combination  to  secrete, 
and  with  having  aliempted  to  secrete  and  carry 
out  of  the  territories  cnled  to  the  United  States 
tbe  evidence  of  individual  right  to  prc^rty  within 
tha  oaid  Ierritorie(<,  which  has  been  securea  lo  each 
individual  under  the  second  article  of  the  late 
treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  open  contempt  of  the 
orders  and  decrees  made  by  me;  and  tbac  the  said 
Cligius  Fromentio,  Esq.,  be,  and  appear  before  me 
ac  my  office,  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  Pensacola, 
to  make  known  the  above  cause,  and  to  abide  by 
and  perform  such  order  and  decvee  as  the  under- 
aigned  may  of  right  deem  proper  to  make  of  and 
eoneerntng  the  same. 

Oiven  under  my  hand,  at  Pensactda,  (his  Iweo- 
ty-third  day  of  Aagust,  1831. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Governor  of  the  FlorUai,  fe. 
To   Colonsl  GioBOK    Wiiton,   Sscrelsrj  of  Weit 

Florids,  to  mika  known  sod  Biecnta  tha  above, 

■nJ  to  funiish  a  eopj  of  the  above,  if  lOquired,  re> 

turning  tbb  originil,  and  in  writioB  make  known 

how  he  has  siecated  Ihe  Nine. 

Under  which  order  Colonel  Walton  made  the 
Ibllowing  return,  viz : 

August  23, 1821. 

By  virtue  of  the  above  order,  I  have  summoned 
Sligius  Fromeutin.  Esq.,  personally  to  appear  at 
the  office  of  his  Excellenev  Major  General  An- 
drew Jackson  at  five  o'clock  this  afterooon,  and, 
at  his  lenuest,  have  furnished  the  said  Eligius 
fromenlin  with  a  copy  of  the  order,  certified 


under  my  band  as  Secretary  of  West  Florida^ 
and  the  said  Eligius  Fromentin,  in  answer  to  the 
said  summons,  declared  bis  perfect  willingness  to 
obey  this  and  every  other  order  of  his  Excellency 
the  Govo-nor ;  but  asserta  that  he  is  unable,  through 
indisposition,  to  attend  this  afternoon,  as  above 
he  is  required. 

GEORGE  WALTON, 
SecT^ofDo/  Wat  Fioridti. 

Whereupon,  it  ia  ordered  by  his  Bxcetlenef 

ibat  further  tine,  till  to-morrow  altemoon  at  three 

'clock,  be  given  to  tbe  said  Eligius  Fromentia 

to  a[^iMr  and  show  cause  as  above  he  is  required. 

OrpicE  OF  Executive  of  Flobida, 

Pmtacoia,  Avgutt  S4,  1821. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  Exc^ency 
the  Governor,  Judge  Fiomeotin  appears  and  ao- 
knowledges  that  he  granted  the  writ  of  kabtat 
eotjMs  without  the  affidavit  of  any  person,  aad 
that  it  was  granted  upon  the  tierial  application 
of  a  number  of  individuals ;  and,  upon  being  quea- 
[ioned  as  to  the  individnais  who  made  tbe  appli- 
cation, named  La  Rua,  luoerarity,  Brotnaham, 
and  Falber  Colefflan.  Upon  beingaaked  towbom 
he  delivered  the  writ  to  l>e  served  upon  the  offloec 
who  had  in  custody  Colonet  Callava,  he  repliad 
that  be  delivned  it  lo  one  of  tbe  persons  who 
made  application  for  it,  but  to  which  be  does  not 
know. 

EUGIU8  FBOMENTIN. 

NoTB. — The  word  «erhif  interlined  in  the  origi- 
nal by  Judge  Fromentin. 

Whereupon  it  was  ordered  by  bis  Excelleaey 
that  the  said  Eligius  Fromenlin  be  disroiasod 
without  day,  &c. 

V^-Pt^m  Itft  at  At  DtpaHnml  of  SaU  ty  Drt 

No.  1. 
hmtnoxA  Moiag*  to  Governor  Jodcma. 

PanBAooLA,  fbf^Msbw  21, 18S1. 
Sib  :  In  compliance  with  yoar  order  of  the  fifid 
instant,  1  bave  tbe  honor  Co  make  the  fotlowisK 
detail  of  facts  which  transpired  on  the  night  M 
tbe  22d  of  August  ultimo,  all  of  which  came 
under  my  immediate  observation:  About  seven 
o'clock  on  the  evening  above  mentioned,  I  was 
detailed  to  take  command  of  a  guard  of  twenty 
men,  with  orders  to  report  to  your  Excellency, 
which  I  accordingly  oid;  and,  after  receiving 
written  instructions  from  you,  proceeded,  in  com- 

fany  with  Colonel  Butler,  Dr.  Bronaugh.  and 
udge  Braokenridge,  to  the  house  of  Colonel  Cal- 
lavB,  the  late  Spanish  Governor.  On  my  anival 
at  the  outer  gate  of  bis  residence,  I  brought  my 
guard  to  a  halt;  admittance  was  demanded  by 
some  one  of  the  genllemen  above  named,  bnt  no 
response  was  made;  upon  which  the  bolt  or  latch 
was  removed,  and  we  entered.  When  we  reached 
the  dwelling,  admission  was  again  asked  for,  in 
the  name  ofthe  Governor ;  but  no  reply  was  made 
from  within.  A  few  minutes  after  this  reitera- 
tion, some  one  stated  that  entrance  might  be 
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gained  at  tbe  otber  side  of  the  house.  I  then 
marched  my  guard  round,  and  took  post  in  front 
of  the  house;  Coloael  Bailer,  &c.,  also  went 
Toand  aod  ascended  the  siairs  to  the  piazza,  wh«e 
%  Dumber  of  persons  were  siiUDg.  The  darkne)« 
of  the  night  nrevenled  me  from  distioguishing 
who  or  what  inef  were,  there  being  do  light,  ap- 
parenil;,  in  ibe  house.  Afier  a  candle  was  pro- 
cured, I  was  ordered,  with  my  guard,  into  ihe 
house.    Colonel  Butler  soon  after  informed 


thai  Colonel  Callava  refuted  to  deliv 


[I  the 


up 
papers  which  your  Excellency  demanded  of  1: 
and  requested  me  to  put  the  orders  1  bad  received 
into  immediate  eiecutioa.  I  accordingly  told 
■Colonel  Callava,  through  Judge  Brackeu ridge, 
that  his  refusal  to  comply  with  the  aforesaid  de- 
mand compelled  me  to  consider  him  my  prisoner- 
He  replied,  througli  the  same  organ,  that  he  would 
gfi  with  me  as  a  prisoner,  but  represented  that  he 
was  very  unwell,  and  ibat  I  would  be  '  " 


^Joined  that  I  had  no  discretion  on  the 


ibr  taking 
night,    fr^ 

subject,  beiDff  in  the  discharge  of  my  official 
duties.  He  then  dressed  himself,  and,  after  prof- 
fering me  bis  sword  and  cane,  (which  I  refused,) 
proceeded  with  me  to  your  Excellency's  office, 
where  I  delivered  him  up.  Before  leaving  the 
house,  a  corporal  and  three  men  were  left,  by 
order  of  Colonel  Butler,  to  prevent  aoy  person 
from  passing  in  or  through  the  house.  After  the 
fulfilment  of  your  Eiceltency's  order  to  convey 
Colonel  Callava  to  the  calaboose,  the  ^uard  under 
my  command  was  dismissed.  Nothing  indecor' 
008  or  improper,  on  the  part  of  the  guard,  at  of 
kny  of  the  gentlemen  commissioned  by  you,  or  of 
other  persons,  took  place  during  the  evening,  to 
tiie  best  of  my  knowledge. 

With  respect  to  the  occurrences  of  the  succeed- 
ing day,  (33d,)  I  have  to  stale  that  1  was  officer 
ofthe  guard,  at  tbe  calaboose,  on  (hat  day;  and 
that,  on  the  receipt  of  the  order  to  release  Colonel 
Callava,  I  handed  it  to  his  secretary,  who,  after 
conveying  the  contents  to  Colonel  Callava,  said 
that  he  wished  Judge  Fromeniln  (o  be  sent  for,  in 
OTder  that  he  might  accompany  him  to  his  house, 
(for  what  purpose  I  know  not.)  He  was  told  that 
the  Judge  was  sjck,  and  could  not  come,  but  that 
aome  justice  of  the  peace  would  answer  as  well. 
What  reply  be  made  to  this,  I  am  not  able  to  sav; 
he  soon  after  left  the  prison  in  company  with  tne 
officer  of  the  day  and   a   number  of  Spanish 


This  statement  comprises  all  the  information 
on  (he  subject  which  I  am  possessed  of. 

Given  at  Pensacola,  West  Florida,  this  S4th 
day  of  September,  1821. 

I  am  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 

G.  W.  MOUNTZ,  IAmL  U.  8.  A. 
His  Ex'cy  Andrew  Jackson, 

GmeraoT  of  Hit  Floridoi,  ^e. 

True  copy:  J.  C.  BRONAUQH. 


No.  a. 
Captain  Dadt  to  Govtmor  Jacktm. 
Pensacola.  West  Flobida, 

SepLanber  25,  1821. 
Sih:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  made 
to  me  this  morning  through  Colonel  Walton,  1 
havB  tbe  honor  to  stale,  that,  on  lh«  22d  aliimo, 
Domingo  Sousa,  a  Spanish  officer,  was  delivered 
to  me,  then  tbe  officer  of  the  day,  as  a  prisoner, 
by  your  ExceUency,  with  written  instructions  ~ 


certain  documents  and  papers  ther 
That  I  weal  with  Domingo  Sousa  lo  see  Colcmel 
Callava,  in  whose  possession  he  said  the  papets 
were,  and  to  whom  be  wished  to  apply  for  them. 
We  found  him  at  the  bouse  of  Colonel  G.  M. 
Brooke,  in  company  with  Mr.  Inneiarity  and  sev- 
eral Spanish  officers.  He  was  informed  that  Do- 
mingo Sousa  was  a  prisoner  in  my  custody ;  the 
instructions  given  me  were  produced,  and  his 
secretary.  Lieutenant  Cruzat,  explained  them. 
Colonel  Calls  ca,  having  directed  Domingo  Soma 
to  put  on  [be  uniform  and  surrender  himself  pris- 
oner, said,  85  well  ax  I  could  understand  from 
Lieutenant   Cruzat,   that   he  (Domingo    Sousa] 

-as [jug  under  his  orders,  and  that 

"      ^llency  might  want  must  be 

....  ,    ..     commissioner,  when    they 

should  be  delivered.  I  returned  with  Domingo 
Sousa  lo  the  Executive  Office,  and  made  report 
to  your  Excellency. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Slz^, 

F.  L.  DADE,  Capt.  ith  InfiuUrg. 

His  Ez'cy  Ahdbew  Jackson. 

J.  C.  BRONAUGU. 

No.  a 

Affidavit!  of  ScoU  and  MiMidl. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d  of  August,  1821, 
Mr.  Scott  and  myself  were  walking  on  the  public 
•quare,  and,  hcarmg  Lieutenant  Jackson  (adjutam 
of  the  fourth  regiment)  order  twenty  men  to  be 
paraded  immediately,  with  twenty  rounds  of  ball 
cartridges,  we  were  induced  to  go  up  lo  him  and 
inquire  what  was  the  matter.  He  informed  ns 
that  he  was  ordered  to  have  the  men  immediately 
before  the  Governor's  house,  to  await  his  ordeta. 

The  soldiers  were  placed  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Mountz. 

Mr.  Scott  and  myself,  after  the  men  left  the 
Governor's,  followed  them  to  Colonel  Callava^; 
when  the  party  arrived  there,  they  found  the 
gate  fastened.  It  was  opened  by  some  one  of 
the  party — whom,  we  do  not  know.  Some  pa- 
sons  went  up  to  the  door,  and  shortly  after  the 
party  were  ordered  up  to  tbe  door  of  Callava's 
Itouse,  and  admittance  was  demanded,  after  knock- 
ing very  loud,  but  no  answer  was  returned.  Ad- 
mittance was  then  demanded  by  authority  of  the 
Governor,  (as  we  understood,  m  Spani^ ;}  but 
not  knowing  the  language,  we  cabnot  say  any 
thing  positive  on  Ibis  point ;  boweverj  no  answv 
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was  returned.  Colonel  Butler  ihen  ordered  the 
doot  to  be  broken  down ;  but,  berore  the  order 
was  attempted  to  be  executed,  it  was  reported  that 
the  honsc  was  open  on  the  other  side ;  the  party 
went  round,  ana  we  saw  on  the  portico  seTerai 
^ntiemen  dressed  in  Spanish  uniform^  with  their 
side  arms  on.  Colonel  Butler  Baked  in  Spanish, 
through  an  interpreter,  where  Colonel  Callava 
WBi;  their  answer,  es  translated  into  Englisb, 
was,  they  did  not  know. 

Candles  were  then  ordered  to  be  seni  for;  but, 
before  they  were  bronghl,  some  of  the  party  went 
into  a  room  wheie  a  candle  was  burning,  and 
bfoucht  it  into  what  might  be  called  the  hall. 

Colonel  Butler  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Mountz 
to  send  up  a  party  of  bis  men  with  bayonets;  they, 
with  othns,  went  into  the  room  from  which  the 
candle  was  taken,  and  Colonel  Callara  made  his 
appearance  with  his  coat  off. 

Colonel  Batler  and  Dr.  Bronaugh  then  stated, 
through  the  medium  of  an  interpreter,  (Judee 
Brackeoridge,)  that  (hey  came  for  the  pnpent  He 
bad  promised  to  deliver,  and  that  they  must  hare 
thetn,  or  take  him  before  the  GoTcrnor.  Colonel 
Callara  (as  was  interpreted)  answered  that  they 
might  murder  him,  but  he  would  not  leave  his 
room  alive;  and  as  to  the  papers,  they  might  break 
open  the  seals  and  boxes,  and  take  them,  but  he 
would  not  give  them  up.  Colonel  Butler  and 
Dr.  Bronaugh  refused  to  take  them  in  this  way, 
not  having  authority  to  do  so,  (as  they  said;)  but 
told  Colonel  Callava  that  he  might  consider  him- 
self in  duress,  and  give  them  up,  and  they  would 
receipt  for  them.  Some  time  was  consumed  in 
persuading  Colonel  Callava  to  comply;  but  he 
refused. 

Colonel  Butler  then  requested  Colonel  Callava 
to  go  with  him  to  the  Governor,  stating  that  he 
did  not  wish  (as  we  understood)  to  have  his  per- 
son outraged,  and  that  he  might  consider  force  as 
applied;  buACoIonel  Callara  still  refused,  (as  we 
understood,)  declaring  that  he  would  not  leave  his 
;  (as  it  was  interpreted.) 


Jt  is  bur  justice  here  to  remark,  that  every 
dulgeDce  and  consideration  was  eiiended  to  Cc 


uel  Callava  that  the  i 


e  of  the  ( 


!olo- 


Colonel  Bntler  then  ordered  Lieutenant  Mountx 
op  into  the  room)  and  reported  to  bim  that  Colo- 
nel Callava  had  refused  to  deliver  up  the  papers. 
Oa  receiving  the  report.  Lieutenant  Mountz  told 
Colonel  Callava  he  was  his  prisoner,  and  must  go 
with  him  to  the  Governor.  Colonel  Callava  put 
>n  his  coat  and  went.  We  did  not  see  an^  of  the 
ioclosures  torn  down,  nor  did  we  bear  either  of 
lie  gentlemen  of  the  commission  say  they  would 
«Dd  Colond  Callava  to  jail. 

ALEXANDER  SCOTT,  Jdn. 
J.  C.  MITCHELL. 
"Vebt  FLoBinA,  Ptntaeola,  sa. 

Personaliy  appeared  before  rae,  the  undersigned, 
.  C  Mitchell  and  Alexander  Scott,  jun.,  who 
lade  oath  that  the  above  statement  is  true,  to  the 
est  of  their  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDOE,  AlaUde. 
True  copj:  J.  C.  BRONAUGH. 


Colonel  Callava  went  with  the  party  to  the 
Executive  Chamber,  where  we  found  Governor 
Jacksoo  silling  in  his  judicial  capacity.  Colonel 
Callav^  wos  received  with  every  mark  of  respect. 
Immediately  on  his  entrance,  the  Governor  re- 
quested him  to  be  seated,  and  informed  him  that 
he  had  received  official  information  that  certain 
papers  relative  to  the  rights  of  individuals  to  pro- 
perty in  this  Territory  were  seen  in  the  possession 
of  a  certain  Domingo  Sousa,  who  bad  declared 
that  he  bad  delivered  them  into  the  bauds  of  Ful- 
iarat,  ^hii  steward,)  and  that  it  was  incompatible 
with  tne  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States  for  any  one  to  withhold  from  the  American 
authorities  any  papers  relating  to  ibe  property  of 
individuals  iQ  this  Territory,  or  words  to  that 
effect. 

Colonel  Callava  requested  permission  to  write 
an  answer  in  Spanish,  which  was  granted  by  the 
Governor.    Whereupon,  Colonel  Callava  began 


sidered  his  privileges  as  a  Spanisn  commission- 
er, &,c,  (as  we  understood  from  the  interpreter.) 
Governor  Jackson  then  declared  he  would  not 
recognise  him  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a 
private  individual;  and  required  him  to  answer 
whether  the  papers  alluded  to  were,  or  were  not. 
in  his  possession.  Colonel  Callava  then  requestea 
that  his  secretary  might  be  permitted  to  write 
down  his  answer,  which  was  granted.  He  again 
commenced  dictating  a  protest  to  his  secretary,  as 
we  Qnderstood  from  the  interpreter.  Governor 
Jackson  immediately  declared  that  such  a  course 
was  inadmissible,  and  that  he  must  answer  posi- 
tively whether  or  not  the  aforementioned  papers 
were  in  his  possession.  Colonel  Callava  positively 
refused  to  answer  unless  permitted  to  do  to  in  his 
own  way. 

The  Governor  was  then  about  to  commence  the 
examination  of  Fullatat,  when  Colonel  Callava 
(as  we  understood  from  the  interpreter)  objected 
to  his  being  examined,onBccount  of  his  minority; 
the  Spanidi  law  requiting  a  person  to  be  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  before  he  is  Itgalu  homo;  which 
objection  was  overruled,  and  FuUarat,  on  his  ex- 
amiQatiou,  admitted  that  boxes  containing  the 
aforementioned  papers  were  delivered  to  him 
by  SousB,  and  were  then  in  Colonel  Callava's 

The  Governor  then  stated  to  Colonel  Callava 
that  he  would  send  an  officer,  with  such  other 
person  at  Colonel  Callava  might  designate,  to 
bring  the  boxes  containing  the  aforetaid  papers, 
and  that  they  could  he  taken  out  in  bis  presence; 
which,  after  bei^  done,  he  would  dismiss  the 
whole  of  them.    But  Colonel  Callava  refuted. 

The  Governor  then  committed  Colonel  Callava, 
Souso,  and  FuUarat  to  the  common  jail. 

It  is  not  true,  as  stated,  that  tne  Crovernor 
snatched  awsy  papers  out  of  the  hands  of  Colonel 
Callava. 

ALEXANDER  SCOTT,  jun. 
JOHN  C.  MITCHELL. 
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Webt  Florida,  Peiuaeola,  tt. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  ihe  DDdersigoed, 
AJezanderSeott.juD^  and  John  C.  Mitchell,  who, 
after  being  duly  sworo,  declared  the  above  state- 
ment to  be  true,  io  subjlance,  to  the  best  of  their 
kuowkdEe  and  belief.  • 

H.  M.  BRACfiLENRlDOK,  Jlcalde. 

A  Hue  copy :  J.  C.  BRON  AUGH. 

No.  4. 
Afiiavit  of  Jokn  Coppiagtr  Cmwr. 

In  compliance  with  the  tmiwm  of  Major  Gen- 
eral A.  JacksoD,  Governor  of  the  Ploridas,  &c.,  I 
proceed  lo  give  my  tlatement  of  facts  an  tiiey  oc- 
curred OD  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  August  last. 

Being  si  that  periml  engaged  in  the  office  of  the 
Gorernor,  I  was  preaent  when  Domingo  Soiua 
w*s  brought  before  him  to  answer  for  a  contempt 
of  his  orders,  in  refusing  to  deliver  up  certain 
papers  which  bad  been  demanded  of  him ;  and,  on 
Ming  interrogated,  he  stated  that  the  {Mpers  in 
qneMion  badbeen  nandedover  by  him  about  eleven 
o'clock  tbat  morning  to  Fullaral,  the  major  domo 
of  Colonel  Callava, ai  the  Colooei's  house;  that 
aaid  papers  related  to  property  in  this  eoantryand 
in  Louisiana;  and  that  the  said  papers  were  then 
in  the  house  of  Colonel  CallBva.  The  Oovemor 
told  him  that  he  would  permit  him  to  go  to  Cal- 
lava's  house,  accompanied  by  Captain  Dade,  in 
whose  custody  he  was,  and  that,  if  be  procured 
and  delivered  the  papers,  he  should  be  dismissed  ; 
otherwise,  he  must  stand  committed.  He  replied, 
that  a  Spanish  officer  could  not  be  put  in  prison ; 
when  the  Qovernor  told  him,  with  considerable 
warmth,  that  the  papers  he  would  bare,  and  that 
he  would  commit  Sousa,  Callava,  and  ali  eon' 
earned,  for  seven  years,  or  until  the  papers  should 
be  fortncoming.  These  oconrreoces  took  place  in 
the  forenoon  of  the  22d  Aognst. 

I  was  not  ■  witness  to  anv  thini  which  followed, 
until  Colonel  Callnva  was  brought  before  the  Oov- 
flinor,  on  the  night  of  the  22d.  About  the  hour  of 
tea  o'clock  be  appeared  at  the  Executive  Office, 
accompanied  by  his  secretary,  Mr.  Cruzat,  ana 
teveral  Spanish  officers,  in  full  uniform,  with 
their  side  arms.  A  seal  was  handed  to  Colonel 
Callava  opposite  the  Governor,  who  immediately 
informed  bim,  through  the  interpreter,  that  hewas 
brought  before  him  on  a  charge  of  baving  in  his 
poasession  certain  papers  which  appertained  to  the 
rights  of  individuals,  and  which  papers  did  of  rigbt 
belong  to  the  office  of  the  alcalde,  and  could  not 


person ;  and  banded  to  Judge  Brackenridgea  v 
ten  intenogatorv  to  translate  to  Colonel  CallaVB 
which  was  in  tie  following  words :  "  Were,  o. 
were  not,  the  papers  meniioned  in  a  schedule 
handed  to  you  oy  H.  M.  Brackenridge,  Esquire^ 
alcalde  for  FensBCola,  delivered  at  your  bouse  this 
day,  by  Domingo  Sousa,  to  Antaine  Pnllarat, 
your  tnajor  domo,  dbc:  if  so,  at  what  time  of  the 
dayT"  This  question  being  put.  Colonel  Callava 
rose,  looked  at  his  watch,  and  for  a  moment  ad- 
dressed the  audience ;  then  fas  was  interpreted) 
asked  permission  to  write  his  answer  bimseli, 
which  was  granted ;  afler  writing  two  or  three 


words,  he  asked  that  bis  aecretaty  be  allowed  to 
write  for  him,  his  eyes  being  weak;  which  wai 
granted.  A  gentleman  near  the  GoTeraw  observed 
to  him  that  Colonel  Callava  was  dictating  to  )m 
secretary  a  solemn  protest  against  the.  whole  pro- 
ceedingi  as  a  violent  measure,  and  stating  thai  he 
was  a  commissioner,  ^c  He  was  sto[^ed  tboe. 
and  told  that  such  a  course  could  not  be  permitted; 
that  he  was  required  to  answer  directly  to  the 
question  put — yes  or'  no.  The  Govonot  ihea 
asked  Mr.  Cruzat,  the  secretary^  for  the  paper  on 
which  be  had  been  writing,  which  was  handed  to 
him  bv  Mr.  C,  (not  violently  snatched  or  wrested 
from  nim,)  and  the  Gh)vemor  puwd  it  lo  tiic 
alcalde,  the  interpreter,  to  put  the  intemgaiory 
again,  and  to  demand  an  immediate  and  direct 
reply.    But  he  positively  refused  to  reply. 

Fullarat  was  then  interrooated,  and  fulljr  eoi- 
roborated  the  statement  made  in  the  monuag  by 
SouM,  and  added  that  said  papers  were  at  thai 
momect  in  the  house  of  Callava. 

The  Oovemor,  with  considerable  waimlb,  again 
demanded  of  ColoBel  Callava  the  delivery  of  ibe 
papers,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  he  wturid 
acttnowledge  the  papers  to  be  in  his  possession, 
Fullarat  and  Bousa  should  be  disebareed.  CiA- 
onel  Calkva  objected  to  the  testimony  <ri  Ftilteiai. 
saying  he  was  a  minor,  and  bis  servant;  aad. 
turning  round,  addreswing  the  audience  in  a  load 
and  eamest  tone  of  voic^  dwelt  for  some  liaie  no 
his  right  as  commissioner,  &c.  When  all  thk 
was  explained  to  the  Governor  hy  the  imerpreter, 
he  (the  Gioveruor)  ordered  that  it  should  BOt  be 
named  again  that  he  was  a  commissiooet ;  that 
be  was  before  the  Goveraor  as  an  individnal 
charged  with  combining  with  others  to  secrete  and 
carry  away  certain  papers,  which  were  the  evidence 
of  the  right  of  properly  of  individuals  in  this  cooa- 
Iry.  and  which  papers  were  alleged  to  have  bem 
Btoieo  from  the  office  of  the  alcalde,  they  bavi^ 
been  missing  from  said  office,  and  D%recei(K  faciag 
on  record  there  for  them;  that  lae  papers  he 
must  and  would  have ;  and  that,  if  Colooel  Cal- 
lava persisted  in  his  refusal,  it  would  be  ooosid- 
ered  as  a  contempt  of  his  authority  sitting  in  his 
high  judicial  capacity,  and  that  he  must  abide  kj 
the  consequences  which  would  result  to  him.  The 
Governor  several  times  cautioned  and  warned  Ccj- 
onel  Callava  of  his  situation,  uqd  called  upon  fait 
friends  wbu  were  present  to  explain  it  to  biio.  All 
efforts  having  been  unavailing,  and  Colonel  Cn.- 
lava  still  persisting  in  bis  refusal  either  to  deUver 
the  papers  or  to  answer  the  interrogatories,  esccfc 
in  his  own  way  and  as  commisuoner,  after  abaci 
two  hours  were  spent,  the  Goveraor  uing  every 
exeilion  lo  obtain  the  papers,  but  in  vain,  die 
Governor  filled  up  a  blank  commitraenE,  which  he 
had  drawn  in  case  of  necessity,  and  Colonel  Cai- 
lava,Domingo  Soosa,  aad  Anloine  Foll&rai,  were 
committed  to  the  calaboose. 

JOHN  COPPINOER  CONNOR. 
Psnaacoi^,  S^ltmitr  S2, 1821. 

Signed  and  sobseribed  before  me,  this  3d  Ooc- 
ber,  1821. 

H.  M.  BRACKENRIDOE,  JlalA. 

A  true  copy  :  J.  C.  BRONADGH. 
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VI. 
Qmenwr  Ja^won  to  tic  SKrdary  qf  State. 

Nabbtii.L£,  NcmtnibeT  22,  1821. 
Sir:  I  have  the  boDor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  October,  witb  its 
seTerat  enclosures;  Bad,  pursuaal  to  your  requeil, 
]  berewilh  submit  to  you  the  coosideration  which 
infiuenced  me  in  the  measure?  taken  in  relatiou 
to  Colonel  Don  Jose  Callava. 

By  the  2d  article  of  the  treaty,  Spain  was  bound 
lo  deliver  over,  with  ibe  lerritoiles,  4c..  all  ar- 
cfaires  and  documents  which  relate  directly  lo  the 
property  and  sovcreicoly  of  laid  provinces;  and, 
in  me  language  of  ine  treaty,  "the  said  arcfaires 
and  document]  thall  be  l^  with  the  commissioners  i 
or  officers  of  the  United  Slates  duly  aulborized  to  , 
receive  them." 

On  the  17ch  of  July  possession  was  delivered  to 
me,  by  the  Spanish  commandant,  Doa  Jose  Cal- 
lava, of  the  provinces,  fortification^  &c.,  together 
with  what  he  reprtseoted  to  be  all  the  archives 
and  public  documents  relating  to  the  property  and 
sovereigBty  of  the  soil,  and  which  by  the  treaty 
he  was  bound  to  deliyer. 

On  Ibe  Slat  of  August,  I  received  a  note  from 
the  alcalde  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  in  which  he 
slater  "  I  learn,  from  the  most  satisfactory  evi- 
dence, that  a  number  of  documents  relating  to 
estates  in  this  place,  and  to  suits  instituted  here, 
are  in  the  possession  of  an  individual  of  (be  name 
of  Domineo  Souaa.  These  papers  properly  belong 
to  thb  oflice,  but  were  not  ioeluded  in  ibe  inven- 
tory delivered  by  the  late  Governor,  Some  of  the 
circumstances  attending  the  affair  are  of  a  pecu- 
liar nature ;  but  as  the  necessity  for  obtaining  pos- 
session of  the  docaraents  is  urgent,  I  must  defer 
making  a  report  respecting  them  to  some  other 

E'riod.  At  present,  I  must  request  your  Excel- 
Dcy  to  aulbortze  some  one  to  make  a  regular  de- 
mand of  (he  said  documents,  and  to  ascertain  pre- 
cisely what  they  are." 

■JpoD  this  information,  I  immediately  issued  a 
commission  to  my  searetar;^,  Colonel  Geoi^e  Wal- 
ton, and  associated  with  bim  Henry  M.  Bracken- 
ridge  and  John  Miller,  Esors.,  directing  (hem  to 
proceed  to  the  house  of  said  Domingo  Sousa,  aod 
to  omke  a  demaod  of  such  documents  as  ought  to 
have  been  delivered  under  the  treaty. 

The  demand  being  made  by  the  commissiouers, 
pursuant  to  their  ioslructiomi  from  me,  they  re- 
turned, and  delivered  to  me,  in  answer  thereto,  a 
letter  from  the  said  Domingo  Sousa,  in  which  he 
admits  there  are  in  his  possession  certain  papers 
loxed  up,  which  bad  been  delivered  to  hi"  '" 
afe  keeping  by  Colonel  Callaf  a. 

The  first  effort  to  obtain  from  Sousa  the  papers 
«ught  for  having  failed,  the  application  and 
lemand  was  reiterated  by  tbe  same  gentlemen, 
inder  my  order.  They  say  lo  him,  "  We  do  not 
ilaim  any  papers  in  your  poasession,or  ihaiof  any 
>iher  relating  to  the  militaiy  tribunal^  or  to  the 
even'ue  of  the  Spanish  Qovernment ;  hut  we  are 
ertain  that  no  individual,  no  matter  what  office 
e  may  have  held  under  the  Spanish  Government, 


has  any  right  to  retain  posseiaton  of  archives  and 
doeumeots  which  relate  directly  to  tbe  sovereignty 
and  properljr  of  this  province,  dbc. ;  and  we  again 
make  a  pwiiive  demand  of  the  papers  mentioned 
in  your  note  of  yesterday,  to  wit,  the  documents 
in  the  case  of  Don  Nicolas  Maria  Vid&l  and  Eu- 
gene Sierra;  also,  a  proceeding  against  Manuel 
Boofay  and  Carlos  de  Ville,  and  the  documents  in 
the  ease  of  Peter  Guilkes  and  Tomas  Villaseca. 
These  paper*  are  known  lo  be  in  your  possession, 
and  we  demand  to  know  by  whose  saibority,  as 
no  penon  has  the  right  to  authorize  you  to  detain 

Upon  the  second  demand,  the  aforesaid  commis- 
sioners reported  to  me  that  Domingo  Seusa  bad 
exliibited  to  them  certain  boies  of  papers  for  ex- 


amination, and  that,  among  them,  were  the  papers 
before  enumerated ;  papers  by  which  tbe  right  of 
individuals  (some  of  whom  were   orphans)  to  a 

Sroperty  of  great  value  in  tbe  Floridas  could  alon,e 
e  establishHl ;  papers  which,  being  indispensable 
lo  the  eslablishffient  of  right  and  tille  to  property 
in  the  Territory,  ought  to  nave  been  delivered  over 
with  tbe  archives  and  public  documents,  as  bv 
tbe  treaty  Spain  had  stipulated,  and  the  Spaoiv 
commandant  was  bound  to  do.  Sous^  however, 
refused  lo  deliver  them,  and  returned  them  to  the 
house  and  keeping  of  Colonel  Callava,  from  whom 
be  had  received  tnem.    If  ihe  papers  related  lo  the 

Eroperty  and  sovereignly  of  the  soil.  Colonel  Cal- 
iva  bad  no  more  right  to  detain  them  than  bad 
bis  subaltern  Domingo  Sousa.     His  functions 


capacity  [hat  any  other  frrvtate  individual  would 
have  done.  He  owed  tbe  same  obedience  to  the 
laws,  and  was  sul^ect  to  tbe  same  punishment  for 
an  infraclion  of  them. 

That  I  have  never  considered  Colonel  Callava 
as  clothed  with  any  diplomatic  powers  fiom  tbe 
GiovernmenI  of  Spain,  is,  as  you  have  inferred 
from  my  letter,  most  certainly  true;  because  he 
bad  not  only  never  eihibited  to  me  any  credentials 
or  testimonials  vesting  such  powers  in  him,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  when  1  proposed  to  bim  a  recip- 
rocal exhibition  of  our  respective  aulhoriiies,  he 
waived  ibeceremouy.  Ina  tetter  lomeof  tbe I9th 
of  June,  to  which  I  refer  you,  be  remarks:  "  I 
repeat  the  aasurances  I  have  made  you  in  other 
communications,  of  my  being  furnished  with 
orders,  under  tbe  same  treaty,  to  evacuate  ibis 
province,  and  give  possession  of  it  lo  tbe  commis- 
sioners or  officers  of  tbe  United  Stales  lawfully 
authorized  to  receive  i(."  "  Your  Excellency  ex- 
presses also  a  wish  that  I  would  concur  in  fixing 
a  day,  as  early  as  possible,  and  lo  suit  the  mutual 
convenience  of  both  parties,  for  an  interview  and 
exhibition  of  our  credentials.  In  reply,  I  have  the 
honor  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  ihat  in  your 
quality  of  commissioner  you  may,  when  it  suits 
your  pleasure,  and  in  the  manner  yon  may  deem 
most  expedient,  exhibit  your  credentials  to  me  as 
the  Biisting  commandant  of  tbe  province.  And 
I  have  already  told  your  Excellency  that  I  am 
authorized  to  enter  into  arranaement  for  its  being 
evacuated  by  His  Catholic  Majesty's  troops,  and 
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delivered  lo  your  Excellency,  agreeably  to  'the 
stipulalioQS  by  our  respective  GoveTuments." 

From  the  foregoing  extract,  you  will  be  con- 
TJncei]  I  never  could  have  considered  ColoDcl  Cal- 
lara  as  possessing  any  powers  in  regard  lo  tbe 
treaty  but  such  as  he  derived  from  the  Captain 
Oeneral  of  the  IMand  of  Cuba,  and  by  virtue  of 
his  office  of  Governor  of  WcbI  Florida,    Nor  can 

I'ou  fail  ID  draw  the  conclusion  that  Colonel  Cal- 
ava  did  not  consider  himself  competent  to  the 
exercise  of  any  other  powers,  duties,  or  privileges, 
under  the  treaty,  than  those  enumerated  in  his 
letter  to  me,  to  wit,  the  evacuation  of  the  prov- 
ince, and  the  surrender  of  it  to  the  American  au- 
thorities; and  even  these  he  did  not  claim  to  ex- 
ercise as  com naissi oner,  but  says  "  you  may  exhibit 
your  credentials  to  me  as  the  existing  command- 
ant of  this  province,"  in  which  capacity  "I  am 
attthorized  to  enter  into  arranBemenls  for  its  being 
evacuated  by  His  Catholic  Majesty's  troops,  and 
surrendered  agreeably  to  the  stipulations  of  the 
treaty."  It  had  been  reported  to  me  by  Colonel 
Forbes,  the  American  agent  charged  with  the  de- 
livery of  the  royal  order  to  the  Captain  General  of 
Cuba,  that  he  had  arrived  al  Pensacola  on  the  9th 
of  June,  accompanied  by  Don  Alva,  the  Spanish 
commissioner  for  delivering  the  provinces  of  Bast 
■nd  West  Florida  to  the  American  authorities  ap- 
pointed to  receive  them.  This  information  I  com- 
municated to  Colonel  Callava ;  and,  for  the  con- 
siderations growing- out  of  it,  I  proposed  to  him,  as 
I  have  before  staled  to  you,  a  reciprocal  exhibition 
and  recognition  of  our  respective  credentials.  This 
he  declined,  as  you  have  seen.  1  then  plainly 
foresaw  that  he  wished  to  draw  me  into  a  delay 
of  the  lime  for  the  deliveryof  the  country;  for,  if  1 
had  refused  lo  recognise  him  as  the  agent  author- 
ized by  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  to  make  tbe 
transfer,  1  must  either  have  submitted  to  a  tedious, 
embarrassing,  and  injurious  procrastination  of  the 
sxu'render  at  the  provinces  lo  the  United  States, 
have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of  taki: 


,g  it  by 


for  a  formal  delivery,  I  deemed  it  belter  to  receive 
the  Territories  of  him,  as  the  agent  of  Spain,  acting 
imder  orders  which  be  professed  to  have  received, 
than  to  submit  either  to  the  delay  which  must 
otherwise  have  ensued,  or  to  resort  to  force  to  ob- 
tain thai  for  my  Government  which  Spain  wb! 
bound,  by  all  good  failK,  under  an  existing  treaty, 
to  put  into  its  possession  amicably  and  without 
delay.  Having  viewed  Colonel  CallavB,  t 
merely  as  an  agent,  invested  with  no  other  po' 
than  a  surrender  of  the  province  and  a  withdrawal 
of  the  Spanish  forces,  I  regarded  him,  in  tbe 
summation  of  these  duties,  as  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  guarantied  to  such 
agents  by  the  laws  of  nations ;  but,  sir,  the  mo- 
ment the  surrender  was  made,  and  tbe  soil  and 
sovereignty  of  the  Territories  became  vested  in  the 
United  Slates,  my  duties  as  commissioner  ceased, 
and  my  functions  as  Governor  commenced.  He, 
too,  having  accomplished  all  that  had  been  assign- 
ed nim  to  do,  was  bound,  by  the  express  slipula- 
jions  of  the  treaty,  to  have  withdrawn  himself 
from  the  ceded  province.    Neglecting 


o  him  than  such 


other  privileges  could  aifpertt 
as  attach  to  every  individual. 

"The  faith  of  treaties,"  .says  Vattel,  "is  holj 
and  sacred  between  nations,  whose  safety  and  re- 
pose it  secures;  and  he  who  violates  it,  at  thesanu 
time  violates  the  laws  of  nations.  And  if  the 
people  are  true  to  themselves,  infamy  will  ever  bf 
the  fate  of  him  who  violates  nis  faith.*' 

By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  which  1  have 
before  quoted,  all  archives  and  documents  relaUDg 
to  the  property  and  sovereignty  of  the  connlrf 
ceded  were  to  have  been  delivered  with  the  Tevn- 
tories.  I  would  ask,  then,  were  not  the  papen 
which  were  secreted  and  attempted  to  be  c&rried 
away  (and  which  were  the  cause  of  his  imprison- 
meni)  of  the  description  contemplated,  and  ex- 
pressly provided  by  the  treaty  lo  hare  been  deliv- 
ered? Did  Ihcy  not  appertain  to  the  private 
property  of  the  ceded  country?  Were  they  not  in 
themselves  private  property?  If  so,  was  not  the 
allempi  to  carry  them  away  not  only  a  Qagrani 
violation  of  the  treaty,  but  a  larcetiy  upon  the 
individuals  whose  property  they  were,  and  from 
whom  he  was  clandestinely  taking  and  carryiitg 
them  off?  And.  sir,  as  a  proof  that  tbe  papen 
were  of  the  description  contemplated  by  tfae  treair 
to  be  left  in  the  province,  and  that  Colonel  Cal- 
lava intendeil  to  carry  them  out  of  the  country. 
permit  me  here  to  make  an  extract  from  the  depo- 
sition of  Mercedes  Vidal  Palao.  taken  before  Henry 
M.  Brackenridge,  Esq.,  alcalde  of  the  citr  of 
Pensacola.  She  tesiiEed  "  that  her  father,  Nico- 
las Maria  Vidal,  left  her  by  his  will  one  of  hfi 
heirs,  and  that  he  died  about  the  year  1806,  pot- 
sessed  of  a  large  real  and  personal  estate;  thai  the 
will  of  her  faiher,  with  the  inventories  of  bis  ital 
and  personal  estate,  has  been  for  several  years 
missing  from  the  public  archives  of  Pensacola. 
having  been  by  some  person  unknown  withdrawn 
from  the  same ;  that  repeated  applications  wen 
made  by  her  to  the  authorities  then  existing  tben 
to  compel  the  restoration  of  the  said  pcfiers  and 
documents,  as  ihey  were,  and  still  are.  necessary 
to  enable  net  to  prosecute  her  said  claim  tindet 
the  said  will;  that  the  said  papers  were  finally 
restored  under  a  decree."  The  deponeot  fortber 
stales  that,  "a  few  days  before  the  change  of  Gov- 
ernment, she  demanded  them  of  Colonel  Callava. 
who  informed  her  that  he  could  not  give  them  op. 
as  he  was  obliged  to  take  them  to  Havana."  Tbe 
deponent  further  states  that  said  papers  relate  ic 
property  in  this  country  and  Louisiana. 

Inasmuch  as  treaties  contain  promises  that  are 
perfect  and  reciprocal,  if  one  of  the  contractiag 
parties  fail  in  his  engagements,  the  other  may  cm- 
strain  him  to  fulGI  them.  If  this  is  a  clear  pria- 
ciple  of  national  law,  the  right  to  imprison  de 
Spanish  agent  would  not  be  in  the  least  aflecttd 
by  the  termination  or  continuation  of  his  imiM- 
nilies  as  agent ;  nor  will  the  right  of  the  Unia^ 
States  to  compel  Spain  to  a  faithful  execntioarf' 
the  treaty  be  disputed.  If,  then,  Spain  w«s  lialfe 
so  to  be  coerced,  how  much  more  is  he  subject  It 
such  compulsion  who  is  merely  her  agent;  a 
agent,  too,  in  whom  we  are  bound  to  beliereite 
reposed  the  most  implicf 
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ifae  had  inttasied,  and  from  wbom  she  expected, 
■  failbful  and  hoDDrable  discharge  of  the  high 
obligations  she  bad  astuEoed  with  the  Uailed 
Suirs? 

I  have  ihu^  sir,  gone  through  the  principal  con- 
sideralioDs  which  governed  me  in  the  imprisoa- 
ment  of  Colonel  Callava,  and  have  added  a  few 
of  the  facts  that  made  this  course  indispensable; 
from  all  of  which  you  will  perceive  thai,  in  all 
my  intercourse  with  him,  1  have  viewed  him  in 
no  other,  nor  could  I  view  him  in  any  other,  light 
iban  that  of  military  agent  of  Spam,  appointed 
by  the  Captain  Geoeral  of  Cuba  to  deliver  over 
the  province,  and  all  things  apperlaining  thereto 
specified  bj  the  treaty  to  be  delivered  ;  which  duty 
being  complete,  his  immunities  of  exemption  from 
the  ordinary  process  of  law  immediately  ceased. 
Admitting  that  he  had  received  any  diplomatic 
powers  from  his  Govemmeot,  his  obsdnala  refusal 
to  exhibit  them  precluded  me  from  the  possibility 
of  appreciating  them.  Letters  of  credence  are  the 
Instruments  which  authorize  and  establish  a  Min- 
ister in  his  character;  and,  whether  he  beconsidered 
as  Minister  or  aceoti  he  could  oitly  be  received  in 
the  quality  attributed  to  him  in  in  his  credentials. 
'  But,"  says  Vattet,  "  a  more  particular  protection 
IS  due  loagents  than  toother  loreigneisor  citizens, 
ind  some  regard  in  consideialion  of  (he  Prince  whom 
hef  serve."  This  regard  was  most  punctiliously 
observed  towards  Colonel  Callava,  until  the  ter- 
nination  of  his  im  muni  tie*  as  agent;  after  which, 
n  his  private  capaciir,  he  violated  the  treaty,  the 
aws  of  paliona,  ana  the  sacred  privileges  and 
igbts  of  individaals  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
he  Uailed  States,  and  over  whom  J  had  been 
ilaceil  to  administer  the  laws;  to  secure  justice 
D  whom  it  had  now  become  indispensably  neces- 
ary  to  punish  him  for  his  nerfidiouMiess,  and  for 
lis  contempt  of  my  judicial  authority. 

The  time  limited  by  the  treaty  for  the  delivery 
f  the  country,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  Spao- 
ih  officers  and  troofiB,  had  expired;  and  his  pre- 
face that  he  remained  (o  await  the  decision  of 
le  two  Grovemments  in  relation  to  the  aitillery, 
1  a  vile  subteifuge,  which  claims  no  consideration 
r  remark.  His  being  permitted  to  remain  was  a 
lere  act  of  courtesy,  extended  to  him  as  a  mill- 
try  officer  of  the  Spanish  Qovernment. 
lo  my  letter  to  you  of  36lh  August  I  remark, 
^oltHiel  Callava's  powen  having  ceased  here  with 
>e  surrender  of  the  country,  it  was  only  a  display 
ind  so  considered  bv  me)  of  pompous  arrogance 
td  ignomneeinbisolaimingtheprivilegesofdiplo- 
aey,  which,  in  fact,  he  never  ^ssened ;  and  his 
i«ver  having  ceased,  bis  commission  accomplish- 
I,  the  pretence  which  be  set  up  was  an  insult  to 
e  meanest  onderslandiDe. 
Having,  as  I  hope,  expTained  to  your  satisfac- 
>n  that,  at  the  time  of  Colonel  Callava's  impiis- 
imeot,  he  could  claim  no  exemption  from  civil 
ocess  by  virtue  of  any  commission  he  then  held 
ider  the  Spanish  Government,  and  believing, 
o,  that  1  have  clearly  explained  and  proved  to 
ur  satisfaction  that  he  never  did  exhibit  any  cre- 
ntials,  which  alone  could  have  entitled  bim  to 
s  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  commissioner, 


I  shall  proceed  to  explain  tome  other  points  to 
which  you  have  directed  my  attention.  It  is  al- 
leged by  Colonel  Callava,  as  well  as  by  Mr.  Sal- 
mon, that  it  was  necessary  Colonel  Callava  should 
continue  in  Pensacola,  because  the  cannon  belong- 
ing to  the  fortifications  were  reserved  for  future 
negotiation  between  the  two  Governments,  and 
that,  in  the  mean  time,  they  were  kept  under  hia 
(Coionel  Cailava^s)  care.  I  would  ask  you,  sir, 
how  could  Colonel  Callava  exercise  any  care  oi 
keeping  over  them7  They  had  formally  been  de- 
livered over  to,  and  receipted  for  by  me,  and  (he 
Government  of  the  United  Stales  made  responsi- 
ble to  the  Spanish  Government  for  all  that  bad 
been  delivered,  to  await  their  respective  decisions. 
Mr.  Salmon,  as  well  as  Colonel  Callava,  has  as- 
serted what,  in  this  respect,  is  not  the  facL  The 
language  of  Mr.  Salmon,  throughout,  is  exception- 
able and  insolent;  bul'he  claims  this  privilege,  on 
this  occasion,  because  "His  Catholic  Majesty  had 
determined  to  give  a  new  pledge,  among  many 
others,  of  his  particular  regard  for  the  interests  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  permission  which  he  has 
granted  them  of  keeping  in  Mahon  a  deposiie  of 
provision;  and  naval  stores,  which  they  may  inr 
troduce  free  of  duties."  Then,  according  to  Mr. 
Salmon's  rule  of  estimating  favors,  because  His 
Catholic  Majesty  has  grani^  this  permission  to 
the  United  Stales  of  introduciuK  provisions  and 
naval  stores  into  Mabon  free  of  duties,  the  United 
States  ought,  on  her  part,  to  have  permitted  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  officers  to  [ransport  from  with- 
out the  United  States  any  archives  and  documeola 
which  they  might  have  chosen  to  secrete,  free  of 
molestation. 

The  allegation  that  I  had,  nineteen  days  before 
his  imprisonment,  written  him  a  letter,  acknow- 
ledging his  commissarial  character,  is  unfounded, 
and  cannot  be  sustained  by  any  proofs  he  can  ad- 
duce. I  did  write  him  a  letter  on  the  3d  of  Au- 
gust, remonstrating  against  his  conduct  in  wilh- 
Eolding  a  receipit  which  he  bad  previousl;^  solemoly 
stipulated  to  give;  and  which,  according  to  hu 
arrangement  nith  me,  was  to  have  been  given  on 
the  17tb  of  July,  the  day  on  which  the  province 
wai  surrendered  to  the  United  States.  In  consid- 
eration of  his  leaving  the  ordnauce  in  the  fortifi- 
cations, I  agreed  to  supply,  and  did  supply  His 
Catholic  Majesty's  troops  with  provisions  to  sub- 
sist them  to  the  Havana,  and  furnished  transpor- 
tation for  their  civil  officers,  families,  and  servants, 
and  for  the  families  and  servants  of  the  military 
officers;  all  of. which  was  not  stipulated  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  treaty,  but  for  which  we  were  lo 
pass  mutual  receipts,  and  leave  them  for  the  future 
settlement  ofour  respective  Oovernments.  These 
receipts  were  to  have  been  reciprocally  inter- 
changed on  the  17th  of  Julv,  as  above;  but  on 
that  day  he  pleaded  indisposition,  and,  on  his  sa- 
cred pledge  of  honor,  I  indulged  him  until  that 
indisposition  should  be  removed.  I  repeatedljr 
called  on  him,  through  Major  Stanton  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  army,  for  a  fulfilment  of  his  agreement, 
(havine  on  my  part  receipted  for  the  cannon  on 
the  17tli  of  July.)  I  now  ordered  Doctor  Bronaugfa 
to  accompany  Major  Stanton,  and  demand  (he 
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KceiM;  aod  (Hreeied  them  to  inform  him,  dii- 
tinctl)',  if  be  did  not  then  comply,  I  would  re- 
port iDc  nme  to  my  QorerDmeat,  and  tfaat  tbe 
receipt  I  hkd  given  bim  for  tbe  ordnance  should 
be  considered  null  anil  void,  inasmuch  as  ibe  coD- 
dilicra  upon  whicli  ii  was  gireii  bad  failed  by  bis 
refusal  lo  receipt  to  me  for  toe  provisions  and  trans- 
ponation  furnished  by  the  United  Staleu.  I  com- 
plained to  him,  in  my  letter  of  tbe  3d  of  August, 
of  bis  sigad  breach  of  faith,  io  tbas  evading,  on 
the  plea  of  indisposition,  the  performance  of  a  stip- 
ulated promise,  which  was  to  have  been  consum- 
mated on  tbe  17th  of  July,  before  the  surrender, 
"but  which  he  afterwards  refused  to  fulfil  at  all." 
I  expostulated  with  him  for  bis  infidelity  in  thus 
rioUting  bja  pledge  of  honor  wantonly  and  cor- 
mptly,  in  first  failing  in,  and  afterwards  refuning 
to  perform  that  which  he  was  bound  in  honor  and 
bj  th«  most  sacred  agreement  to  have  performed, 
but  which  he  was  permitted  lo  delay  until  bis  al- 
Iwed  ill  health  should  be  restored. 

You  will  therefore  clearly  perceive,  air,  that  this 
letter  merely  refers  to  wbal  was  agreed  to  have 
been  done  on  the  morning  of  the  I7ib  of  July, 
whilst  hb  official  capacity  as  agent  aforesaid  ex- 
isted, and  not  to  any  thing  which  occurred  after 
tbatdny. 

It  is  allesed  that  I  did  not  call  officially  upon 
Colonel  Callava  to  deliver  the  papers;  to  this  I 
would  rejdy,  that  onr  official  correspondence  had, 
of  necessity,  ceased  by  the  termination  of  his  pow- 
ers as  agent,  and  by  the  expiration  of  tbe  time 
limited  by  tbe  treaty  for  tbe  delivery  of  tbe  coun- 
try. Silting  as  the  representative  of  my  Govern- 
ment in  my  judicial  capacity,  administering  laws 
that  know  no  distinction  between  the  rich  and 
poor,  the  great  and  ignoble.  I  conld  not  extend  to 
him  any  privilqes  or  indulgence  which  the  laws 
did  not  guaranty;  nor  could  1  debase  my  repre- 
BeniBiive  character,  or  the  majesty  of  those  laws 
by  such  a  condescensionj  to  gratify  the  vanity  of 
a-  Spaniard,  charged  with  being  engaged  in  a 
franj  upon  the  rights  and  property  of  individuals 
living  within  the  immediate  limits  of  my  juris- 

The  misintn-pretalion  of  which  he  complains 
will  be  explained,  by  the  documents  submitted  to 
von,  to  be  a  falsehood,  invented  and  propagated 
by  himself.  Indeed,  his  protest  throughout  is  a 
tissue  of  wilful  and  cormpt  misrepresentations 
and  falseboodbt,  and,  being  sworn  to.  are  absolute 
and  premeditated  perjuries,  of  which  I  feel  no 
hesitation  in  believinz  you  will  be  thoroughly 
convinced  by  a  peru.^  of  the  evidence  already 
forwarded  to  yon,  and  of  that  which  accompanies 
this  commnnicatioQ. 

In  conclusion,  'permit  me  to  request  you,  sir,  to 
call  on  Mr.  Salmon  for  the  origmali  of  his  famflil 
documents.  If  they  appear  in  the  form  ot  affida- 
vits sworn  to,  they  are  forgeries,  or  John  Innerar' 
iiy  has  perjured  himself,  as  yon  will  see  from  bis 
deposition,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  you,  and 
lo  which  I  would  on  this  point  particularly  refer 
you.     With  sentiments,  Ac, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  AnAUa,  Se^  tfSlatt. 


Affidavit  of  H.  M.  BraekeKTidgt. 

About  ten  da^s  after  (he  delivery  of  this  prtn- 
inee,  I  was  applied  to  by  a  free  woman  of  color,  of 
the  name  of  Meroedes  Vidal,  natural  daogliter  of 
Nicolas  Vidal,  formerly  the  auditor  or  judge  cS 
this  place.  She  iofarmn)  me  that  her  father  had 
made  a  wilt,  Invjng  bis  real  and  pcrsoDaJ  estate 
to  hersdf  and  sisters;  that  il  conaisled  of  \mais 
at  Baton  Rouge,  and  moneys  in  the  hands  of  John 
Innerarity,  of  this  place,  aa  the  reprcsentBtire  of 
the  houseof  John  Porhca&Co.;  that  Ibe  lands  had 
been  frandaleDlly  and  illegally  sold,  and  that  iIm 


record  of  a  proceeding  lo  compel  Ibe  n 
of  the  will  and  testaroentanr  papera,  which  bad 
been  laben  from  the  office  for  sane  time  before 
1817,  and  w«re  allied  io  be  in  Ihe  haada  of  In- 
nerarity, who,  it  appeared,  had  at  lo^tta,  afm 
seven  petitions,  and  many  decrees,  b«cn  cob- 
pelted  by  the  late  Ctovemor  to  reatore  them ;  wUdi 
proceedings  also  contained  two  decreo^  ugnerf 
by  Colonel  Callara,  annulling  the  sale  of  sinea 
thousand  acres  of  land  at  Baton  Rooge,  and  or- 
dering iBBerarity  to  pay  between  4B,000  and 
07,000  into  the  National  Treasury,  being  a  depca- 
itein  his  hands  of  money  beloagiog  to  the  estate. 
On  inquiring  of  Mercedes  Vidal  by  what  meae* 
these  papers  had  been  taben  out  of  the  oStee,  she 
said  it  had  been  done  by  a  friend  of  ben,  ii 


;  tl>"ti 


the   oth«r 


r*p^ 


ty,  she  thought  heradf  josi^ 
able  in  doing  so  for  her  own  security.  Oa  inqnit- 
ing  of  the  clerks  who  bad  been  enployed  ia  Ibe 
alcalde's  office,  they  informed  me  that  tb«y  iH 
not  know  what  bad  become  of  the  lesiamctttary 
proceedings,  and  could  not  \tA\  in  wboae  ptMsesaoa 
they  were  at  that  time ;  a  few  days  after,  1  was 


lained  permission  to  take  (hem  in  separate  ptece«. 
in  order  to  have  them  cfwied,  but  under  the  ia- 
jonetion  that  ihey  should  oa  placed  in  thp  baadr 
of  a  confidential  person.  She  accordingly  ohian- 
ed  one  of  the  pieces,  and  brought  it  to  me  ;  it  eoa- 
tained  the  orginal  wiU,  the  invenloriea  aod  sale 
of  the  personal  property.  1  then  learned  thattbef 
were  not  in  the  actual  possession  of  CkdoBd  Cat- 
lava,  but  in  the  coslody  of  a  petsea  of  tbe  naiar 
of  Bonsa,  who  bad  formerly  been  a  clerk  ia  the 
office.  The  first  piece  thus  obtaiDed  wk*  refsra- 
ed.  and  three  others  obtained  from  Sooaa,  and  all 
exhibited  to  me,  and  a  note  taken  of  them.  Tte 
latest  proceedings  were  in  1810,  on  which  tbetv 
appeared  a  decree  against  the  bouse  of  Forb^  tj 
pay  a  large  sum  of  money  in  their  bands  as  a  dt- 
posite,  which  had  not  been  complied  irilb  ;  hat 
from  that  time  until  1817,  nothing  appeared  » 
have  been  dope.  I  was  satisfied  thai  the  papa« 
were  snch  aa  ought  lo  have  been  delivered  wadii 
the  second  article;  and  tbe  onezeeatad  deotci 
could  produce  no  other  conviction  in  my  iniad 
than  that  the  papers  « 
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heirs  of  Vidal  to  proMcnie  their  ri^t  of  prop«rtT' 
ID  ihii  conntn. 

Being  at  ■  baa  mfMlf  wbat  coiirae  to  pomie, 
coBiideriDK  tbe  cannexion  of  Colonri  Callara  in 
tliB  (ffiur,  I  ooHmnuiicatMl  it  wrbailjr  to  tbe  Oor- 
emor.  He  repliad  that,  if  1  tnd  sufficient  proof 
to  witiut  it,  an  applieation  tnade  to  him  in  writ- 
ing ibookl  be  auended  to.  On  this  1  Bled  the  pe- 
titioi],  vhick  will  be  seen  by  refereoce  to  tbe  pro- 
ceeding!. Tbe  order  was  tlien  isued  to  Colonel 
Walton,  Colonel  Miller,  and  myself,  to  proceed  to 
the  dwelling  of  Sousa,  and  to  make  a  demand  of 
the  paper*  befeie  mentioned,  and  of  sncb  othera  as 
ouKht  to  have  been  deliTered  to  us  un  der  the  treaty. 
We  aecoc^ngly  waited  on  him,  and,  when  the 
demand  was  msdc,  he  appeared  to  be  somewhat 
confuted ;  declared  that  he  bad  papOTs  in  his  pea- 
sassion,  bat  bad  no  oontrol  over  tnem,  as  he  was 
tbe  mere  keeper  of  Ihem  for  Colonel  C^lara.  He 
prodnocd  two  open  boxes,  which  be  permJIied  us 
to  examine;  njlh  tbe  ezoeption  of  the  pepen  enu- 
merated in  the  list  which  wa*  made  by  me,  tbe 
bonscontainednothiD^bat  proceedings  in  courts- 
Doarlial,  triala  of  soldian,  dU.,  and  a  few  nnim- 
pofiant  admiralty  proceedinge,  but  witbont  any 
thing  else  relating  to  tbe  property  of  the  prorince. 
A  demand  of  the  papers  waa  then  made  in  writ- 
lag,  OB  which  Scibia  refused,  for  the  reasons  before 
siatad.  Aceordiiig  to  out  instractionf,  the  refotal 
was  reported  to  tbe  QoTemor.  In  tbe  erentne  of 
the  same  day,  Soosa  informed  Colonel  Miller  that 
he  had  waited  on  Colonel  Caltara  to  receive  his 
instructions;  that  he  had  been  absent  from  town 
Uie  greater  part  of  tbe  day.  He  then  delirered  us 
a  note,  signed  by  himself,  in  answer  to  our  written 
demaud,  which  oote  we  presumed  had  been  dic- 
tated by  Colonel  CaLUra.  The  order  was  iheo 
issoed  OB  tbe  following  day  for  tbe  sequestration 
of  the  papers  demanded  of  Soosa,  bat  which  in 
ibe  mean  time  had  been  conreycd  IK  tbe  house  of 
Colooot  Callara. 

According  to  the  inetructioni  to  Colonel  Butler 
and  Colonel  Miller,  Domingo  Soosa  was  sam- 
moncd  to  appear  before  ike  Oovemor,  to  answer 
iolerroga tones.  He  accoidin^y  accompanied  us, 
and  entered  the  office  about  one  o'clock.  The  ez- 
atmnatioa  which  appears  in  the  proceedings  look 
place,  in  wbiek  he  acknowledged  the  faol  of  the 
papers  haring  been  taken  to  the  house  of  Colonel 
Callara.  Thfroffiofr  of  the  day)  Captaio  Dade, 
<nrbo  bad  th*  charge  of  the  prison,  wa*  sent  for, 
andmrdendio  taM  Soosa  into  coatody,  under  a 
comniiment ;  but  be  was  iuuucted  to  treat  him 
with  erecy  pasible  iadalgenct^  and  Sousa  was 
permiltad  to  go  to  Colonel  Callava,  in  company 
wriih  Captaiu  Dade,  and  inform  him  of  his  siiua- 
ion;  that  if  the  papers  were  restored  to  him,  he 
arould  ba  set  al  liberty  on  delirertng  them  to  such 
:>eraoBs  as  the  Gtivemm  sbonld  appoiuL  Sousa 
iccordingiy  went,  and  reramed  with  Captain 
!>ade  about  three  o'clock,  who  refkorted  that  they 
lad  foand  Colonel  Callava  dining  at  Colonel 
Brooke's;  that  Soosa  had  had  an  interriew  with 
lim)  the  result  of  which  was,  that  the  papm 
vould  not  be  delirered  to  Sousa.  The  order  di- 
ce ced  to  Colond  Butler  and  Dr.  BronMigh  was 


then  made  out,  and  about  half  after  four  o'clock 
we  preoeeded  (o  the  bouae  of  Cdonel  Callara, 
which  is  siiuaied  a  few  doors  below  that  of 
Colonel  Brooke.  We  were  infoimed  ihat  be  was 
not  at  home;  that  he  bad  not  returned  from  the 
dinner  party.  We  then  proceeded  down  the  street, 
and  in  about  half  an  hour  returned,  when,  on  in- 
quiry at  the  gate,  we  received  tbe  same  answer  as 
before.  It  was  then  determined  thai  I  should  go 
to  Colonel  Brooke's,  and  request  Colonel  CaHara 
to  step  to  hix  house,  as  there  were  some  gentlemen 
there  who  wished  to  jpeak  fo  him  on  business  of 
importance.  1  accordingly  went,  and  found  a 
number  of  gentlemen  sitting  in  the  dinius  room, 
and  in  the  porch  fronting  the  bey,  after  oaviag 
risen  from  dinner;  Mr.  Cruzat,  the  GoTernor's 
secretarv,  was  called  out  at  my  request,  who  im- 
mediately anticipated  the  obiecl  of  rav  errand, 
and  in  a  passionateraanner  called  to  Colonel  Cal- 
lava,  who  came  instaoily,  and  began  with  warmth 
to  assert  his  riffhis  as  comrni^oner  of  Spain,  and 
to  talk  of  the  Taws  of  nations.  They  soon  alter 
withdrew,  together  with  tbe  Spanish  officers.  In 
the  mwn  lime,  Cokmel  Bntler  and  Dr.  Bronauzft 
had  come  to  the  gate,  and,  on  being  inrited  jbr 
Colonel  Brooke,  stemwd  in,  just  as  ine  Spanish 
officers  and  Colonei  Callava  were  goin^  out. 
After  remaining  in  the  yard  but  a  few  mmutes, 
we  all  returned  end  proceeded  to  Colonel  Cal- 
Uva'i  house,  and  entered  the  hack  porch,  where 
these  gentlemen  had  just  had  lime  to  be  sealed, 
I  introduced  Colonel  Butler  to  Colonel  Callava. 
and,  after  some  commonplace  conversalioD,  Col. 
Butler  then  directed  me  to  state  the  object  of  our 
visit-  This  was  fully  explained  to  him  by  me,  in 
presence  of  his  secretary  and  inlerpreler,  and  of 
Mr.  lonerarityj  all  of  whom  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  Spanish  and  English  languages,  and  who 
occasionally  assisted.  The  utmost  delicacy  was 
observed  by  Colonel  Butler,  but  Colonel  Callava 
j  expressed  himself  in  a  very  vehement  and  passion- 
ate manner,  being  naturmrty  of  a  choleric  temper. 
An  hour,  at  least,  was  taken  up  in  this  conversa- 
tioB ;  every  thing  was  fully  exjrfnined  ;  the  writ- 
ten order  front  ihe  QovemoT,  containing  a  spe- 
ciBcation  of  the  papers,  the  declarations  of  Sousa 
that  they  had  been  delivered  to  biK  steward,  and 
repealed  demands  wete  made  of  them.  He  in- 
aisted  on  his  alleged  rights  as  commissioner;  he 
said,  if  the  papers  were  demanded  of  bim  in  that 
capacity,  or  as  bte  Oovemor,  and  by  writing,  he 
would  reply.    He  said  he  did  not  know  that  the 

Kpers  were  in  the  boxes:  that  Sousa  was  only 
I  servant  in  the  aSbir ;  that  he  was  responsible ; 
that  the  papers  were  in  his  possession  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  late  Governor,  and  not  as  an  individual. 
After  every  effort  was  made,  witbont  success, 
to  obtain  tbe  papers,  the  part  of  the  order  reqair- 
ing  him  to  appear  before  ihe  Governor  to  answer 
iniMTOgatoties  whs  explained.  When  this  was 
made  known,  Mr.  InneraHly  exclaimed  "  the  die 
is  cast!"  and  Colonel  Callava  positively  refused. 
He  was  told  by  Colonel  Butler  that  his  conduct 
would  be  considered  as  setting  the  authority  of  the 
Qorerntv  at  d^ance.  He  said  that  such  was  not 
his  intention,  but  that  be  could  not  be  proceeded 
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waJDot  as  a  private  individual.  Wbeu  we  were 
about  to  withdraw,  he  said  th&i,  if  Coloael  Butler 
would  deliver  him  a  list  of  the  doc u men ts,  and 
tbey  should  be  found  ia  the  boxes,  they  would  be 
delivered.  This  was  interpreted  aioud  by  me  to 
ColoDel  Butler  aad  Dr.  Bronatigh,  and  ia  the  pre- 
sence of  the  perKoaB  before  mentioDed;  if  there 
was  aay  niiiialte,  it  most  probably  proceeded  from 
Colonel  Callava,  who  omitted  to  add  the  words 
he  had  so  often  repeated  before,  if  demanded 
of  him  as  commisHioner,  or  late  Governor.  We 
then  withdrew,  and  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
I  returned  with  a  list  of  the  papers  headed  as  ap- 
pears in  the  proceedings.  I  found  Colonel  Callava 
surrounded  by  a  number  of  his  friends,  making 
unustial  preoara  tionts  packing  up  bozenj  and  be 
said  to  me,  nimself,  that  he  wa^  making  out  a  pro- 
test against  the  proceedings,  and  taking  such  pre- 
cautions a:>  would  be  talun  bv  a  person  who  ex- 
pected every  thing  he  possessea  would  be  forcibly 
'  carried  away.  He  talked  of  his  papers,  and  effect^ 
as  if  he  ihoughl  he  was  about  to  be  deprived  of 
erer^  thing.  On  presenting  him  the  list,  I  inform- 
ed bim  that  nothing  was  wanted  except  the  few 
papers  therein  speciSed,  which  could  be  found  in 
ten  minutes  if  in  the  boxes  ;  that  Colonel  Butler 
and  Dr.  Bronaugh  would  return  in  two  hours,  and 
then  expect  to  receive  them.  He  said  that  the 
paper  must  be  translated,  and,  if  the  demand  was 
made  of  him  as  commissioner,  and  in  a  proper 
manner,  he  would  gire  an  answer.  The  list  was 
left  with  him,  and  I  reported  the  circumstance  to 
the  Governor. 

About  nine  o'clock,  accompanied  by  a  ^ard, 
Colonel  Butler,  Dr.  Bronauzfa,  and  myselt  went 
to  the  hotise  of  Colonel  CalbiTa.    Leaving  the 

Suard  at  the  gate  and  in  the  street,  we  entered 
le  garden  in  front  of  the  house,  after  removing 
the  bar  by  which  the  gate  was  fastened.  The 
house  was  shut  up ;  the  noor  lacked.  On  our  en- 
tering the  porch,  we  heard  a  hustle  inside  retem- 
Uing  the  rattling  of  arms.  Admittance  was  three 
times  demanded  bv  me  in  Spanish,  but  no  aaswei 
was  returned.  I  tnen  went  round,  and  discovered 
several  persons  in  the  porch  on  the  side  fronting 
the  bay.  The  guard  was  ordered  round,  and  form- 
ed in  front  oi  high  steps  which  lead  up  to  thf 
porch  ;  they  had  a  short  time  before  been  ordered 
into  the  garden,  and  bad  been  drawn  up  before  the 
front  door.  On  ascending  the  steps,  inquiries  were 
made  for  Colonel  Callava;  they  all  remained 
silent :  on  the  question  being  repealed,  it  was 
observed  by  some  one  that  he  did  not  know.  The 
only  light  was  a  candle  burning  in  one  of  the 
rooms.  Colonel  Buller  ordered  a  candle  to  be 
brought fromsome of theneighboring houses.  After 
waiting  fifteen  minutei,  it  was  resolved  to  enterthr 
hall,  and  some  one  brought  out  the  candle.  Tw( 
or  three  of  the  soldiers  were  then  ordered  up ;  wt 
then  entered  the  room  where  the  candle  bad 
been  burning,  and  Colonel  Callava  rose  frt 
bed,  with  his  coat  off,  and  expressed  great  surprise 
at  our  entering  bis  house  at  that  time  of  night. 
The  papers  were  then  demanded  of  him,  as  is 
statea  in  the  report  of  Colonel  Butler  and  Dr.  Bto~ 
naugh.    He  persisted  in  the  same  reason  which  he 


had  before  repeatedly  alleged.  Erery  poniUe 
means  was  used  to  induce  him  to  rarreaiiier  the 
papers;  the  boxes  containing  them  were  in  *iew, 
and  he  was  told  that  if  he  would  break  them  om 
would  take  them.  He  was  at  lei^th  bM,  laal, 
having  refused  to  deliver  the  papets,  he  mail  go 
before  the  Governor,  who  was  then  silting  in  bis 
office  and  waiting  our  return.  He  at  fini  said 
that  he  might  be  assassinated  or  miudeced,  bat  thai 
he  would  not  leave  his  bouse  alive.  Colonel  Boi* 
ler  told  him  repeatedly  that  he  might  caasidet 
himself  as  taken  forcibly  from  his  hoos^  and 
hoped  he  would  not  render  it  necesBary  la  nse  ac- 
tual furcL'.  It  was  impossible  to  have  used  grtnier 
delicac/  to  any  one  under  similar  cimunstsnnes. 
When  the  guard  was  at  length  ordered  up,  and  the 
officer  ordered  to  take  him  into  custody,  he  mb- 
senied  10  go ;  more  than  balf  an  hoar  having 
passed  from  tbe  time  of  our  entering  the  bouse. 

On  entering  the  Governor's  office,  he  was  invited 
to  take  a  seat,  which  he  did  at  the  taUe,  frtmnag 
the  Governor,  while  1  was  seated  at  one  end  of  i^ 
rihea 
Colonel  Callara  that  be 
was  brought  before  bim  to  answer  inteCTOgntoiiei 
touching  certain  papers  which  had  been  delircRd 
at  bis  house  by  Domingo  Sonsa,  in  boxes,  acccad- 
ing  to  the  confession  of  Sousa ;  and  a  lin  of  ibe 
papers  was  read.  This  was  fully  and  faithfaUy 
mterpreted  to  him,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Rm- 
ledge  and  Mr.  Cruzat,  tbe  secretary  of  Colonel 
Callava,  both  of  whom  understood  the  Spanish 
and  English  languages  well.  Callara  on  tbii 
rose,  and,  looking  at  his  watch,  said  it  was  iba 
ten  o'clock;  that  at  that  hour  he  had  been  rio- 
lently  taken  from  his  house ;  that  he  proteat- 
ed  against  the  proceeding ;  that  he  waa  ■  com- 
missioner of  Spain,  and  waa  not  anawenUe 
as  a  private  ininridual.  When  this  was  inter- 
preted, the  Governor  declared  that  he  would  hear 
no  protest  against  his  authority  while  aittiiw  in 
his  judicial  capacity;  that  he  could  not  know  him 
as  commissioner;  and  then  ordered  me  to  pto- 
pound  the  question  set  forth  in  the  proceedings, 
and  which  he  had  just  written.  Colonel  Callava 
repealed,  in  substance,  what  be  bad  said  before, 
but  with  more  prolixity  and  warmth ;  after  some 
time  passed  in  this  way,  he  said  be  would  jiM 
ID  compulsion,  but  would  aoswN  onlv  in.  his  own 
language,  and  in  his  own  way.    When  this  was 

Knted,  he  began  to  write,  and,  after  mitiny  a 
'  lines,  complained  that  his  eyes  were  weak, 
and  requested  that  his  lecretary  might  wiile; 
which  was  granted.  He  then  dictated  to  Ifr. 
Cruzat  something  in  the  shape  of  a  protest,  as  a 
preliminary,  as  1  understood,  to  his  answering  the 
question.  After  writing  five  or  six  lines,  it  wa* 
obrerved  by  H.  Bigelow,  Esq.,  who  happened  to 
be  standing  near  the  Governor,  that  he  iras  dic- 
tating a  protest.  The  Governor,  on  this,  wiib 
considerable  wartntb,  striking  on  tbe  taU^and 
addressing  himself  to  me,  said,  "Why  do  yoa  not 
tell  him,  fit,  that  1  will  not  permit  him  to  pto- 
tesf?"  and  which  was  intended  as  a  reprimand 
to  me  for  suffering  Colonel  Callara  tf  ~  '  ~~ 
this  way,  when  he  waa  r^atedly  b ' 
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k  course  would  not  be  allowed.  Colonel  Call&va 
then  ttoinied,  &tid  his  secretary  leR  off  writiag  ia 
the  middle  of  a  word.  I  was  now  called  upoo  to 
pnl  the  latciTogatory,  and  to  mv  tfaat  none  bat  a 
direct  answer  would  be  received.  I  called  upon 
Mr.  Cruzat  to  auist  io  interpreting,  feeling  great 
aaziely  that  there  should  be  ao  misaadenranding, 
bat  he  declined. 

TheqaesiioD  was  then  repealed  in  the  manner  I 
have  eeiiJGed  in  the  proceedinn.  It  waa  fully 
and  clearly  explained  to  him.  Much  was  said  by 
way  of  enforctog  the  question  on  the  one  side,  and 
of  ibe  objections  on  (he  other  to  BDiwering,  all  of 
which  I  did  Dot  consider  myself  called  on  to  ex- 
plain ;  and,  in  fact,  it  was  not  possible;  there  wa> 
considerable  warmth  on  both  sides,  and  there  was 
frequently  not  sufficient  interrBl  between  what 
was  said  to  enable  me  lo  convey  more  than  the 
substance  of  what  was  thus  spoken  by  way  of  ar- 
gument, while  much  of  it  consisted  of  repetitions. 
When,  at  last,  Colonel  Calkva  found  that  he 
'would  not  be  permitted  lo  answer  in  the  manner 
be  thought  proper,  he  declined  answering  at  all. 

The  steward,  Fultarat,  was  then  called  upland 
Colonel  Callava  objected  to  his  being  examined, 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  of  suScient  age. 
Some  time  was  also  employed  with  thisexami- 
□ation;  he  answered  that  the  boxes  spoken  of  by 
Sousa  had  been  delivered  to  him,  and  were  then 
ia  Colonel  Caltava's  house.  The  Governor,  after 
the  close  of  Fnllarat's  testimony,  said,  in  a  very 
deliberate  and  impressive  manner,  "  that  the  pa- 
pers had  been  seen  in  the  possession  of  Sousa ; 
thai  Sousa  had  ackoowledged  that  they  were  de- 
livered to  the  steward  in  the  same  boxes,  and,  by 
bis  declaration,  were  proved  to  be  in  Colonel  Cal- 
lava's  house."  The  proof  was  therefore  complete 
that  the  papers  were  in  Colonel  GallaTa's  posses- 
sion, and  he  was  there  called  upon  to  deliver 
tbem ;  he  wa*  told  that  an  officer  woold  be  sent 
'with  aome  one  he  should  name,  and  bring  the 
boxes;  that  he  might  open  them  in  the  presence 
of  the  Oovernor,  and  the  papers  specified  be  sur- 
rendered. 

Thiawas  distinctly  made  baowa  to  Callavaby 
ma;  and  the  Governor  called  upon  Caliava's 
friends,  among  whom  was  Mr.  Innerarity,  and 
'who  were  acquainted  with  both  langaages,  to  ex- 
plain it  well.  I  was  Dccaaioaailv  uiiBted  by  Mr. 
Butledge,  and  every  pains  was  taken  that  this  part 
of  the  subject  should  be  clearly  explained.  His 
anawet  proved  that  be  did  ludmiand  it.  He  re- 
peated what  he  bad  said  hefiwe— that  be  could  not 
deliver  the  paper*  nnlesB  demanded  of  him  as 
commiMioiier.  or  tale  Oovernor;  that  they  could 
xiot  be  in  his  oaods  as  a  private  individual ;  that 
he  conld  not  ray  whether  they  were  in  his  pmses- 
sion  or  not;  enforcing  the  same  positions  with  a 
Tftrieiy  of  other  reasons,  and  of  which  I  inter- 
preted as  much  bs  1  could;  among  (hem,  he  said 
that  he  could  only  be  tried  by  a  Iribimal  dt  r«n- 
deneia,  which,  at  first  I  did  not  exactly  compre- 
hend, nnlit  explained  by  Mr.  Innerarity,  at  my 
request,  to  mean  a  court  specially  appointed  to  try 
Governors  of  provinces,  Slc.,  not  amenable  to  thie 
ofdinary  triboaals.  The  Oovernor,  in  the  tame 
17th  Con.  1st  Sssa.— 7S 


manner,  enforced  his  demand  of  the  papers  by  a 
variety  of  reasons ;  he  observed,  they  were  such 
papers  as  were  contemplated  by  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty,  which  was  read  to  him ;  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  see,  for  the  safety  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  proteciion  of  their  rights,  (hat  all 
papers  relating  to  the  property  of  individuale 
should  be  left  The  confersalion,  as  is  natural, 
was  warn)  on  both  sides,  and  some  eipressiona 
were  softened  by  me  in  the  interpretation,  and 
others,  tending  only  to  irritate  and  firovoke,  omit- 
ted altogether.  These  were  principally  the  ap- 
peals of  Colonel  Catlava  to  the  by-standers,  which 
were  frequent,  loud,  and  inflammatory ;  and.  on 
the  part  of  the  Governor,  strong  expressions  against 
what  be  considered  a  combination  between  him 
and  others  to  withdraw  the  evidences  of  the  right 
of  property  required  by  individuals  ;  which  com- 
bination I  understood,  and  so  expressed  it,  to  be 
between  Colonel  Callsva,  Sousa,  and  the  steward 
Fnllarat,  but  which  seemed  to  excite  some  iodig' 
nation,  as  he  said  "  Sousa  is  mr  domestic,  my 
servant ;  he  is  nothing  in  this  Dusineis."  The 
QovernoT  did  at  one  time  remind  him  of  the  fact 
that  the  testamentary  papers  of  Vidal  had  been,b; 
his  own  decree,  ordered  to  be  restored  to  the  office, 
whence,  as  he  expressed  it,  "  they  had  been  sto- 
len." As  this  expression  had  no  allusion  to  Col- 
onel Caltava,  ana  as  1  was  not  particularly  called 
upon  to  interpret  it,  I  supplied  its  place  by  a  milder 
term.  1  considerot  the  expression  as  dictated  by 
a  high  sense  of  the  injustice  said  to  have  been 
done  the  heirs  of  Vidal  in  withholding  the  papers 
and  as  expressive  of  astonishment  that  Colonel 
Callava,  who  had  compelled  the  restoration  of 
those  very  papers  to  the  office  whence  they  had 
been  taken,  should  think  of  carrying  them  ont  of 
the  country  after  be  had  obtained  possession  of 
them.  In  the  coarse  of  these  remarks,  the  Oor- 
onor  reminded  Colonel  Callava  of  his  having 

Kmiaed  to  deliver  the  papers  if  fonnd  in  the 
:es.  Here  Colonel  Callava  exclaimed  "  it  i» 
fabe!"  meaning  that  he  had  never  made  any  such 
promise,  bat  which  was  mistaken  by  the  by-siand- 
ei*.  1  stated  that  Colonel  Callava  denied  the 
promise,  and  that  it  was  possible  that  1  might  have 
misnnderatood  him,  which  drew  from  the  Gov- 
ernor an  expression  of  displeasore.  In  a  strong 
tone  of  TDioe,he  asked,  "Why  then,  sir,  wereyou 
not  m(ne  cant  ions  1" — ^words  which  proceeded  only 
from  the  irritation  of  the  moment,  while  he  wo* 
almost  sinking  with  fatigue.  It  was  then  mid- 
night, and  he  had  been  sitting,  with  scarcely  any 
interval,  from  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  in  the  foi«- 
ntrnn.  After  the  lapse  of  two  hours  the  Oovernor 
rose  from  his  seat,  and  called  upon  me  distinctly 
to  state  that  Colonel  Callava  must  deliver  the 
papers,  or  abide  by  the  conseqnences;  be,  at  the 
same  time,  called  upon  the  friends  of  Colonel  Cal- 
lava who  (mdentood  English  to  explain  to  him 
his  situation.  It  was  fully  explained  to  him.  This 
'was  several  times  repeated,  and,  at  length,  a  blMik 
commitment,  which  had  been  prepared  in  case  of 
neceK.<iiy,  was  signed,  and  Colooel  Callava' com- 
mitted to  prison.  The  next  day  I  presented  a  pe- 
tition to  open  the  boxes  and  seize  the  papers, 
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wbtcb  was  accordingly  dooe,  m  will  be  seen  by 
tlie  reporb. 

H.  M.  BRAOEBNRIDOE. 
Sworn  and  lubKribed  before  me,  thin  33d  of 
(huibei,  1831. 

JOHN  MILLER,  SUtsor. 

No.  2. 

Mr.  Haanmn'i  entifioalt.     ' 

I  certify  that  I  yna  in  the  alcalde's  office  on  the 

eTeainff  of  Ihe  22d  of  Augiul,  when  Colonel  Cal- 

Uva,  Ine  late  Spaniab  QoTernot  of  W«st  Flwida, 

was  brou^til  before  General  Aadrew  jBckson,  the 

Enent  Governor  of  the  provincnof  the  Floridsi. 
sloael  CallavB  entered  the  door,  bowed,  aDd 
took  a  seal  wbioh  was  handed  lo  him,  opposite  to 
0«»eral  Jaekson,  who  was  seated  near  a  table 
wed  in  the  office.  A  short  time  after  Colonel 
Callava  had  taken  his  seat,  Gennal  Jackran  slated 
to  him,  through  his  iaterpreier,  Jadige  Brack* 
entidge,  the  naiure  of  the  allegations  exhibited 
4f>in9t  him,  aod  reqiKsied  bim  to  answer  tfae 
fttllowtDg  inlcTtogalory,  viz:  Were,  or  were  not, 
Ifae  papers  meDiioced  in  a  schedule  banded  to  yon 
C^  H.  H.  Brackeo  ridge,  alcalde  of  the  city  of 
FeBsacola,  delivered  by  DomJDSo  Sousa  at  yonr 
haaw,  this  day,  to  Aoioine  FullHrtl,  year  major 
domo;  and,  if  bo,  at  what  time  of  the  day  1  Gen- 
ital Jackson  informed  Colonel  Callara,  ibrooab 
his  interpreters,  that  thove  papers  had  bMn  ia  Uir 
ttosaession  of  Domingo  Sousb,  who  had  stated  ti 
Judge  Braekenridge  and  othera  that  he  (Boasa) 
bad  delivered  thera,  enclosed  in  a  box,  to  the  ser- 
▼ani  of  Colonel  Caliava,  at  the  colonel's  house. 
Colonel  Callava  diaclaimed  the  question  at  that 
(line,  and  often  afterwards,  during  the  invesi 
tion,  declaring  ibal  he  was  shielded  by  his  di, 
maXK  ebaracier  as  commissioner  for  the  surrmdet 
of  tbecoiuilry.  General  Jackson  anawered  that 
bis  official  functions  had  ceased,  as  all  malten 
Couching  the  surrender  of  the  country  were  tub- 
uuitetl  totlieirre*|>ectiTeGovHnmeiMa;  aadagaia 
MM  the  interrogabtfy  to  bim,  but  cMcbed  in  dif- 
ferent phraseology  from  the  first  interrogatory. 
Gt^DM  Callara  then  asked  permission  to  write 
Ims  answer,  which  was  graated.  He  commenced 
imiing,  and  wrote  but  a  few  word* ;  he  ifaea 
B^ed  permissioD  for  his  secretary,  Cnreat,  to  write 
Str  him,  which  was  granted ;  Mr.  Gruxat  thn 
took  a  seat  on  the  left  of  Colonel  Callavi ;  the 
dohmel  began  to  dictate  a  protest  Mr.  Crneat 
had  Wfiiten  but  a  few  lines,  when  General  Jackson 


Soiua  or  FuUatmt    I  am  certain  that  no  paper 
wrentedfrom  Cokael  Callara  dnring my  slay 
iBl4eroM>. 

WAS.  LB  HANNOH. 
OcTOBM  1&,  1831. 

No.  3. 
AgUoBtt  i^JtKn  ifidrr. 


1  do  certify  that  I  was  present  on  the  ereuiDg  of 
e  33d  of  August  last,  wben  Colonel  Calfira 
as  iHonght  before  the  Gorernor  for  reAuing  ti 


ip  the  testamenUry  papers  of  the  «state  of 
Vidal,  and  that  I  attended  to  the  conrenatian  that 
took  ^ace  on  ihat  occasion.  I  distinctly  ncolteet 
that  It  was  stated  by  General  Jackson,  that  if 
Colonel   Callava  would  send  a  penion   with  an 


that  Colonel  Callava  "might  protest  before  God, 
if  be  pleased,"  1  am  confident,  were  nsed  by  Gen- 
eral Jaokson.  No  papers  were  wrested  from  the 
hands  of  Colonel  Callava;  and,  thotuh  tboe 
was  occasionally  some  warmth  in  the  Generals 
manner,  it  was  such  as  would  be  rery  itaturalty 
excited  by  ifae  circumstances  of  the  transactioa. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  examlDation,  Geofral 
Jackson  rose,  and  observed  to  some  genilemn 
near  him,  (I  think  Mr.  Innerariiy  and  Mr.  Cm- 
zat.)  "  Gentlemen,  you  nnderstand  English;  uU 
Colonel  Callava,  if  be  does  not  deliver  t^  the  (m- 
per^  T  will  send  him  to  the  calabome." 

Given  under  my  hand,  October  33,  1821. 

JOHN  MILLER. 

We  were  present  during  the  whole  of  ttwabovt 
examination,  and  fully  concur  with  Colooel  Jofai 
Miller  in  the  facts  contained  in  the  above  state- 
ment. D.  SHANNON, 
F.  H.   NISBET. 

OcTOBEK  22, 1821. 

VII. 
Tit  SeentaTj  <^  SUOi  to  Gvetnior  Jmdrt^Jmiihm 
DvPAHTMBNT  OP  8t*t«,  /a*.  1,1822. 
Sia :  1  have  had  the  heaor  of  reo«i*iB^  yMi 
letter  of  November  S3,  with  its  eMdoMtO. 

TranslatiowareBow  tiannrrittcd  to  y»B,  bydi- 
rection  of  the  PreBident  of  Ihe  United  8"  '      ^ 


rtroDgn  hii  interprelen,  that  the  question  put  to 
him  was  a  plain  propoaition,  and  that  he  must 
give  a  direct  answer  to  it.  A  loos  altercation 
then  ensued:  the  colonel  claiming  his  privileges 
at  commissioner ;  General  Jackson  denying  nis 
right  to  such  protection.  Beins  sensible,  from 
ttie  stubbornness  manifested  by  Colonel  Callara, 
that  be  was  determined  to  resist  the  authority 
of  General  Jackfion,  and  likewise  being  satis- 
fied, lYora  the  known  character  of  General  Jack- 
Bon,  that  the  colonri  would  be  conpelled  to  bow 


aolit  1  shall  have  the  opMnanity  of  itMariag 
your  r«ply  to  ibis  letter,  witk  any  Mmatrks  thiA 
you  may  think  prc^r  to  make  on  tbelewen^ 
the  Minister.  You  wilt  obaerv«  that,  ia  that  le- 
lating  to  the  seizure  of  the  papers  at  flt  Aagta- 
tine,  he  dwell«  with  much  eamcet&««  oa  Ac 
agreement  which  had  been  made  belweea  CtJoad 
Boiler  and  the  late  Governor  Coppinga  cooeen- 
ing  these  papers.  If  that  agreement  was  known 
to  yon  at  the  time  when  you  issued  tt«  order  fiit 
demanding  and  securing  tae  papen,  will  yon  ban 
the  gooduess  to  state  the  particniar  groondsea 
which  yon  judged  it  necessaiy  to  resort  lo  eo»- 
puUory  neasurea  for  oMflinitig  pomwmioa  of  thm  * 
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I  htivt  the  bonoT  to  be,  with  f  r«tt  respect,  sii 
your  rerr  hinnlile  and  obedient  serTsnt, 

JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS. 


I.  S«ereUry  of  8taM  to  Gliglai  Framentio,  Jine  37, 
I8SI. 

(  Bndoture. ) — Coratnlwinn. 
n.  Mr.  Fromentin  lo  the  Sacrctarr  of  Stale,  Auguit 

IS,  lesi. 

nt.  Mf.  Fromentin  to  ibs  Sectclar?  of  Sutt,  Angilit 

m.  18tl. 
IT.  Mr.  Fromentin  to  the  Seerettry  at  State,  Auguit 

tt.  IStl. 

(EnciMurei.) 
Ko.  I.  Wril  Af  halw*  corpiu,  Au(uit  S3,  18Sl. 

3.  BeaigniiaDCB  of  Joic  Caltaii. 

8.  P.  Wager  to  Jnilge  Promcntla,  Auauit  38, 

4.  Oofernor  Jaekton  l«  iHr.  WaKon,  Aagmi  S9, 

lasi. 

5.  Jadge  PromenUn  to  GoTernor  Jtcfcaon,  Av- 
giHtSS,  1891. 

V.  Mr.  FromcBliB  ut  the  SecMarr  of  State,  Aagoat 
St,  IBSI. 
(^Bnchtvre.) — Mr.  FrDmeitlln  to  Ooreroor  Jaek- 
■on,  S«ptamber3.  189). 
TI.  M[.  Fromantin  to  (he  Seeretarj  of  Slate,   Sep- 
tember B,  1891. 

( Eacktura.) 
Ko.     1.  Alaxnader  Scott,  Jr.   to  Jailge   FiomeBtin, 
Sefitembet  9. 1S31. 
S.  Oo«ernor  JukioD  to  Judge  Fromentin,  Sep- 
tember  3,  1B31. 

3.  QoTeruot  Jackaon  to  Judge  Promentla,  Au- 

gnat  U,  IBSl. 

4.  Mr.  Rntledga  to  OoTeronr  Ja<Awo,  Stptem- 

bar  8.  IBSI. 

5.  Indfa  Fromentin  to  OoveMior  Jadaon,  Sep- 

lenbcr  3,  I8S1. 
e.  Ooieraor  Jackaoo  to  Judge  FMOMIilin,  B«p- 

tamber  8,  1881. 
7.  Dr.  BionBBgfa  te  Oenmor  Jackaon,  Senlam- 
ber  9,  ISitl. 

VII.  Mr.  Fronentin  to  tke  SceretaiT  of  State,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1 831. 

Vin.  Mr.  Fromentin  to  llw  Seoreui?  of  Btata,  Sep- 
tember 21,  1831. 

DE.  Mr.  Framenlin  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  Octabfr 
SB,  1B31. 


(  Endottwe.') — Bstract. — Bttictnrei. 

X.  Seorelary  of  State  to  Judge  Fromentin,  October 

98, 1831. 

XI.  Judge  Framenlin  to  Seeretary  of  Stale,  Navembei 

39,  1B91. 


No. 


1.  Decree  by  Hernandei. 
3.  Opioioa  of  N.  B.  Suaraa. 

3.  Petition  of  Uereedea  Vidal, 

4.  Petition  of  Mercedet  Vidal. 

5.  Petition  ef  Mercedes  Vidal. 


e.  Pnitioa  of  Mercedea  Tidd. 

7.  Minute  of  proceeding  in  the  eaie  of  Vidtl, 

8.  }*etiHon  of  John  Innerarity. 

9.  Pla*  of  Jabo  Innaradty. 

10.  Patitioai  of  John  Inaerarity. 

11.  Order  to  auditora. 

19.  Statement  preaanted  to  anditon. 

IS.  Statement  preaanted  by  Jolm  Inaatarily, 


16,  Account  of *ale*orVid*l'ae«tate. 

17.  Account  of  Bolea  of  Vidii'a  eatate. 
19.  Report  of  andttora. 

19.  Piea  of  John  Innerarity. 

30.  PetitJanef  John  laneraritT- 

31.  laneiari^'Bexcoptiom  lolfaa  Miditor'i  iwpsTt. 
93.  PInof  Joha  InaerarilT. 

33.  Decree  in  Uie  oaaa  of  VidaL 

34,  Btlrael  Iroia  the  SpMiih  racordh 

XII.   Judge    Fromentin   to    the   Secretary  of  State, 
December  3,  IBS). 
(EneloMtM.)  —  Judge    FroaMntin    to    Captain 
Henlej. 
Xin.    Jadge  FromentiB  to  iIm  Secretary  of  Stale, 
Dvoember  3,  1831. 
(8>MfiMii>w.>— EspiMltioi,  Ac 
XIV.   Jud^a  Ftamentin  to  tiie  SeerataQr  of  Stale, 
December  17,  1831. 
(BneJiwurd.) — Opiaion  in  cia*  t>{  Vidal  i«>  Ib- 


I. 
State  to  ifr.  Frtmeaiia. 

DEPaRTMEKT  OF  StaTE, 

WaAmgloa,  Jvm  37, 18SI. 

Sir:  ThePretidentbaTiDgajipoiiited  fmiiudge 
of  the  United  Statue  Tot  West  Florida,  ana  that 
part  of  East  Florida  wfaicti  liea  westward  bf  the 
cape,  I  have  the  pleasure,  herewith,  to  transmit 
yoor  commission,  and  to  add  the  expresaion  of 
my  wish  that  the  appoiDlment  should  prore  apee- 
able  to  fou.  In  that  case,  it  will  be  necessanr  for 
,700  to  repair,  with  all  conveiiieut  deeuBlcn,  to 
Pensacola,  to  enter  anon  the  duties  of  ae  office, 
there  beisg  reaaon  to  Wie?e  that  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities will  have  delivered  over  the  aetual  pos- 
sessian  of  both  the  Floridas  to  General  Jackson 
before  this  commuDicatioD  reaches  youj  and,  to- 
wards the  organization  of  the  temporary  GoTern- 
ment  under  his  direction,  it  uiay  be  iaportaut 
that  the  judiciary  department  should  be  put  into 
operation  immediately.    I  am,  dtc. 

JOBM  aUINCY  ADAMS. 

Buains  Fhommtik,  Esq.,  JVew  Ortwu. 

[Endotute  in  L] 
JanH  MoMnon,  Pmkltnt  </  On  UwiM  StatM  of 
AKtrloa, toaUvho  AaU  «N  (Mm jiKMotf, ^rrsKfl?.- 
Know  ye  that,  reposing  special  trust  and  confi- 
dence in  the  wiadom,  uprightDess,  and  learuing  of 
Eligius  Fromentin,  of  Louisiana,  I  do  appoint 
htm  indge  of  the  United  States  for  West  Florida, 
and  for  Uial  part  of  Bast  Florida  which  lies  west- 
ward of  the  cape,  to  reside  at  Pensacola;  and  do 
autfaoriie  and  empower  him  to  execute  and  AllEl 
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tb«  duties  of  that  office,  according  to  the  Coasli- 
tntioD  ■nd  laws  of  the  United  Slaieoi  and  to  have 
uid  (o  hold  ihe  said  office,  with  all  the  powers, 
privilt^eij  and  emolumeDts  to  the  same  of  right 
appertaiDina;  uoto  him,  the  said  Bligiiu  Fromen- 
tin,  during  nis  good  behavior,  and  until  the  end 
of  the  next  setsion  of  (he  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  BO  longer. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  the.se  letters 
to  be  made  patent,  and  Ihe  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Given  under  my 
hand,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  eighleenth 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  (he  forty-fiAh. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
By  the  President: 

JOHN  aUlNCY  ADAMS. 

II. 
JIfr.  Rromenlin  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Fbhbacola,  AuffMt  12, 1621. 
Sib:  Having  anticipated  that  it  might  be  ne- 
ccstarv  for  me  to  repeii  without  delay  to Pensacola 
immeaiitdy  npon  receiving  my  commisaion,  i  Mt 
New  Orleans  early  in  July  for  Pensacota,  where 
I  leceived  yesterday,  from  New  Orleans,  mr  com- 
mission and  your  tetter  of  the  27th  of  June  iasL 

I  thank  vou,  sir^  for  the  expression  of  your 
Tish  that  the  appointment  may  prove  agreeable 
tome. 
I  am  now  ready  to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my 

The  attorney  of  the  United  States  has  not  yet 
arrived;  and  the  marshal  has  lefl  this  place  for 
Si.  AuEUstiae  without  appointing  a  deputy. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  io  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

ELIGIUS  FROMBNTIN. 

Hod.  J.  Q-  Adahb,  Scc'r^  o/SbUt 

III. 
Judgt  /hmentin  to  Hu  Seerttary  t^  Slate. 

pENaACOLA,  Avffutl  SO,  1821. 

Sik:  The  tioie  which  was  to  intervene  between 
the  motneDt  when  I  received  your  letter  of  Ihe 
27lh  June  lant,  and  the  moment  when  I  was  in- 
formed my  answer  should  be  deposited  in  the  post 
office,  was  so  short  thai  I  could  tiot  then  touch 
upon  the  topic  which  is  to  be  the  subject  of  my 
present  communication. 

When  I  first  was  informed  of  myappointment 
u  judge  of  the  United  Slates  for  West  Florida, 
Jke.,  I  understood  it  to  be  an  appointment  to  the 
office  of  a  Territorial  jod^,  with  Ihe  additional 
jurisdiction  vested  in  the  judges  of  such  Territo- 
ries where  no  district  court  of  the  United  States 
bai  beea  established  by  ibe  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  extend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to  the  Ter- 
ritorial courts,"  passed  March  'i,  1805. 

Upon  receiving  my  commission  and  your  letter 
of  the  27tb  June  la«t,  1  was  rather  confirmed  in 
that  opinion  by  the  concluding  paragraph  in  your 
letter,  iu  the  following  words: 


"And  towards  the  organization  of  the  tempo- 
rary GoTernment  under  nis  {General  Jackson's) 
direction,  it  may  be  important  that  the  judiciary 

department  should  ' '  ■"— •■ —  ■ '■ 

alely."  I  may  betn 
if  the  court  to  which  I  am  appointed  is  to  becos- 
fined,  as  General  Jackson  eootends,  to  the  revenne 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  act  respect- 
ing people  of  color,  il  could  hardly  be  denomina- 
ted the  judiciary  department,  with  reference  to 
the  organization  of  the  temporary  Gorenunent 
under  tbe  direction  of  General  Jackson.  How- 
ever, I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  communicate  my 
commission  and  your  letter  to  General  Jncbon, 
who  communicated  to  me,  in  return,  such  pans  ot 
his  several  commissions  as  he  conceives  admit  of 
a  construction  entireljr  at  variance  with  iJwt  which 
I  put  upon  my  commisaion  and  your  letter. 

It  was,  then,  already  too  late  for  me  to  ui^  any 
objections;  the  Territorial  court,  consisting  of  five 
judges,  created  by  General  Jackson,  (the  presiding 
judge  of  which,  by-the-by,  is  not  of  age,  accord 
lOft  to  the  Spanish  law,  which  he  administa^ 
bemg  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  the  law 
requiring,  for  that  office,  that  he  should  be  ai  least 
twenty-five  years,)  having  been  already  io  sesitn 
one  week  before  my  commission  reached  me. 

1  told  the  General  that  I  would  write  to  you  on 
the  subject.  He  told  me  that  he  bad  either  writ- 
ten to  you  already,  or  would  write  to  you  likewue. 
In  the  mean  time,  ibines  must  of  course  go  on  as 
I  found  them  eitablishtd  on  my  arrival  here,  until 
1  learn  from  you  the  precise  intentions  of  the 
President  respecting  the  extent  of  the  powm 
vested  in  me.  This  representation,  I  beg  you  to 
believe,  is  not  prompted  on  my  part  by  the  re- 
motest desire  oi  assuming  a  jgrisdiction  not  in- 
tended to  be  given,  but  ny  a  solemn  ohlintion 
which  I  deemed  to  be  imposed  upon  me,  to  inform 
you  of  tbe  difficulties  in  which  I  am  placed,  and 
to  desire  you  to  transmit  to  me,  as  early  as  possi- 
bly the  necessary  information. 

I  have  heard  nothing  of  or  from  the  marshal, 
or  any  deputy  appointed,  or  to  be  appointed,  by 
him.  since  the  dale  of  my  last.  [  feel  very  uneasy 
on  tne  sul^ject,  as  the  public  service  must  neces- 
sarily suffer  from  the  absence  of  that  indispeua- 
hie  cfficer,  there  being  no  authority  here  by  which 
the  deficiency  may  he  supplied. 

The  27Ih  section  of  the  act  of  September  24, 
1789,  prescribes  the  amoant  and  the  mode  of  the 
secority  to  be  given  bv  the  marshal  and  his  depu- 
ties and  the  form  of  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  thera; 
and,  unless  Judge  Duval  should  now  be  in  Sl 
Augustine,  to  have  those  necessary  forms  com- 
plied with,  1  know  not  when  I  am  to  expect  here 
ly  a  deputy, 

.   .  -     .-     hal  himsdif 

contemplates  making  St.  Augustine  tbe  pUce  of 
his  habitual  residence. 

I  took  the  oath  of  office  before  General  Jackson. 
The  attorney  of  the  United  Stales  has  not  ya 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

ELIG.  FROMKNTIN. 
Hon.  J.  d.  AoAKa,  See'f  ofSUU. 
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TV. 
Judge  Fivmentia  to  the  Sterdwry  of  Stall. 

PEHfiACOLA,  Jiv^  26, 1821. 
Sib:  At  the  ume  time  at  which  thia  will  be 
delivered  to  vou,  you  will  receive,  no  doubt,  from 
General  Jackson  liimself,  a  full  detail  of  the  oul- 
tage  by  him  committed  on  the  person  of  Colonel 
CallaT«.  My  UDavailing  efibrb  to  bare  the  Colo- 
nel released  onl^  brought  upon  me  a  part  of  the 
same  contumelions  (reatmeDt.  I  am  not  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  at- 
tending  the  transaction  to  be  able  lo  give  you  a 
complete  history  of  it.  I  will,  then,  confine  my- 
self to  giving  you  an  account  of  the  conduct  which 
I  pursoed,  and  which,  now  that  passion  baa  some- 
what subsided,  I  think,  upon  mature  reflection,  is 
the  only  conduct  which  my  duty  pennitled  me  to 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  S3d  inatant  I  was 
informed  that  Colonel  Callaia  had  been  arrested 
the  [>receding  nigbt  in  his  own  house,  and  carried 


o  jail.    Soon  a 


r,  my  house  was  filledwith  peo- 


o'clock  that  Messrs.  La  Rua,  Innerarily,  Dr.  Broa- 
Daham,and  Father  Coleman,  returned  to  my  house. 
The  first  three  applied  to  me  for  a  writ  of  hcAaat 
oorput.  I  knew  that  it  was  in  Tain,  haying  no 
marshal  to  execute  my  orders,  to  send  aD  mdi- 
Tidual,  who  could  hare  no  authority  lo  demand 
it,  for  a  copy  of  the  warrant  in  virtue  of  which 
Colonel  Callavn  was  detained ;  and  that,  as  that 
copy  would,  and  perhaps  ought  lo  have  been  re- 
futed by  an  officer  of  the  army  to  that  individual 
-who  could  have  no  leca)  character  to  demand  it, 
I  coold  not,  from  an  afiidaTit  of  a  refusal  lo  deliver 
the  copy  of  the  warrant  under  those  circumstances, 
find  myself  more  authorized  after  than  before  such 
a  refusal  to  issue  the  writ;  and,  indeed,  could  a 
legal  demand  have  been  made  with  success,  in  the 
awence  of  a  marshal,  from  an  officer  of  the  army? 
Could  anybody  have  obtaioed  from  either  General 
Jackson,  or  the  officer  in  whose  immediate  custody 
Oolooel  Gallava  was,  a  copy  of  the  warrant?  It 
-  is  enough  to  have  a  right  to  trample  under  foot 
every  law,  to  place  the  officers  charged  with  their 
execution  in  the  impossibility  of  complying  with 
the  requisites  of  the  law.  Woold  not  the  same 
uncontrollable  temper  which  manifested  itself  at 
the  issuing  of  the  writ,  have  manifested  itself  at 
the  application  for  a  copy  of  the  wsiraot,  which 
would  have  prevented  the  issuing  of  the  writ,  be- 
«B(ise  nobody  then  could  have  been  found  to  serve 
it?  I  fell  anxious,  sir,  after  the  application 
made  tome,  that  the  only  judicial  officer  of  the 
United  States  in  West  Florida,  although  with  the 
consciousness  of  not  being  able  to  accomplish  it, 
ahould  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  liberate 
Colonel  Callava  from  confinement.  Is  it  fair  *~ 
apply  to  me,  uoder  the  most  extraordinary  circG 
stances  of  difficolty,  the  severity  of  the  forms 
tended  to  be  complied  withio  astateof  undisturbed 
tranquillity? 

Besides,  there  are  no  indispensably  necessary 
formalities  absolutely  required   previous  lo  ''■ 


granting  of  that  writ.  The  form  of  it  may  vary 
a  little,  according  to  tbe  laws  of  the  several  Stales. 
Some  may  require  security  for  cosis,  if  the  writ 
should  be  improperly  applied  forj  others  may  re- 
quire security  that  the  party  in  the  act  of  bringing 
him  before  trie  judge  shall  not  escape ;  others  may 
require  other  things ;  but  there  is  not,  that  I  know 
of,  any  particular  prerequisite  commanded  by  the 
laws,  or  adopted  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States, 
which,  I  believe,  follow,  in  that  respect,  tbe  par- 
ticular forms  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  Slate 
in  which  an  applicaiion  is  made  for  the  writ.  I 
was  then,  in  Inat  respect,  bound  by  no  precedent, 
and  I  was  forced  to  adopt  the  only  mode  wliich  I 
'     '  it  in  my  power  to  pursue. 

le  common  law,  by  allowing  that  particular 
writ  to  be  served  by  anybody,  and  ujxin  anybody, 
seemed  to  have  anticipated  the  peculiar  difficulties 
in  which  I  was  placed.  The  only  question,  then, 
for  the  to  examine,  after  a  formal,  tooDgh  verbaL 
application  was  made  to  me,  was,  whether  I  had 
a  right  to  issue  the  writ.  With  that  view  I  con- 
sulted my  commission.  I  find  myself  there  styled 
a  judge  of  the  United  States,  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
office  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  erf' 
tbe  United  Slates.  I  need  not  say  that  I  consulted 
the  Consiitution ;  but  I  consulted  the  acts  of  Con- 
gress, and,  in  the  14th  connected  with  the  IStk 
section  of  the  act  of  September  34,  1789,  Iftnd 
that  all  the  above-mentioned  courts  of  the  United 
es  havea  right  to  issue  the  writ  of  Aa6«aac[>rpM, 
all  other  writs  not  specially  provided  for  by 
ite,  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  exercise 
of  their  respective  jurisdiction,  and  agreeably  to 
the  principles  and  usages  of  law. 

But  again,  says  General  Jackson,  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  is  not  extended  by  law  to  this  Ter- 
ritory, and  I  must  confine  myself  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion given  by  tbe  act  of  Congress  in  the  only  two 
cases  mentioned  in  the  act,  to  wit,  the  revenue 
laws,  and  the  importation  of  people  of  color;  and 
could  not  I,  in  return,  ask  General  Jackson  by 
what  act  of  Congress  grand  juries,  and,  in  crimi- 
nal matters,  petty  juries,  have  been  established  is 
this  Territory  T  The  General  has  established  them. 
He  has  done  right;  I  thank  him  for  it.  But  ia  it 
more  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people  ihat  they  should  be  tried  in  criminal 
matters  by  a  jury,  than  it  is  that  they  should  have 
a  remedy  against  the  wild  raving  of  ungovern- 
able tyranny?  Let  tbe  events  ot  the  SSd,  and  I 
might  add  of  the  23d  and  24th  days  of  this  month, 
answer  the  question.  God  grant  that  before  long 
a  still  more  eloquent  answer  be  not  furnished  to 
the  question  1 

Yet,  sir,  determined  as  1  was,  as  far  as  lay  in 
my  power,  to  endeavor  to  have  jtnlice  done  to 
Colonel  Callava.I  was  not  less  determined  to  bare 
justice  done  to  the  country.  I  fee!  as  deeply  as 
any  American  any  attempt,  on  the  ^rt  of  (he 
agents  of  foreign  Governments,  to  dnr^rd  tbe 
rights  of  the  United  States.  I  once  had  an  oj)por- 
tunity  of  eipiessing  my  opinion  lo  you  in  writing 
on  that  very  subject,  and  1  may  safely  appeal  to 
what  I  wrote  then  for  a  correct  expression  of  what 
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I  most  feel  in  every  limil&r  caw ;  and,  althougb  1 
<to  not  believe  a  word  of  what  is  atlempted  to  be 
lli4  to  the  charge  of  Colonel  Callava,  yet,  in  coa- 
seqiWDce  of  lUe  state  of  agitaiion  in  waich  the 
Tflole  country  was  thrown,  I  deemed  it  a  duty, 
andec  the  discrelionarv  power  vested  in  all  Ibe 
ioJges,  who  have  a  right  to  grant  the  writ  of  ha- 
Kas  corpus,  to  require  security ;  and  I  ioibrined 
the  friende  of  Colooel  Callava,  who  applied  to  me 
Sar  the  wiiL  that  I  would,  Wore  cetling  Colonel 
Gallav.a  at  liberlr,  require  security  for  the  produc- 
tion bdbte  me  of  the  papers  said  to  be  in  his  pos- 
aeuioD.  Security  was  offered  to  aiiy  amount.  I 
mentioned  forty  thousand  dollars— -Colonel  Cal- 
lava himself  in  twenty  thousand,  and  the  two  lie- 
ctuities  in  ten  thouaand  dollars  each.  Mr.  La  Sua 
aad  Mi.  Innerarily  agreed  (o  become  securilks.  1 
then  issued  the  writ  marked  No.  1,  and  delivered 
it,  to  be  served  on  the  officer  who  had  the  guard 
of  the  prison  where  Colonel  Callava  was  confined, 
to  Dr- BrosDahsm,  aaother  of  the  friends  of  Col- 
onel Callava,  who  had  joined  in  ap^yiog  for  the 
'writ.  In  the  mean  time,  1  prepared  a  rough 
drai^lu  of  the  recognizance,  a  copy  of  which  is 
sent,  maik«d  No.  2.  The  rough  draught  of  thai 
iec€ignizance  was  on  my  table  when  Colonel  Wal- 
ton came  to  briitg  me  llie  order  from  Qeneiai 
Jaclison  to  be  hereafter  oieDtioned,  and  I  gave  il 
tg  him  to  read. 

I  ivas  eqgaoed  in  making  soaie  necessary  alter- 
stioi^B  in  the  draught  of  that  ract^pizance  when  ) 
leceived,  from  the  offiicer  of  the  day,  the  letter 
marked  No.  3,  in  answer  to  the  writ  I  liad  issued. 
I  dropped  the  unnecessary  labor  of  putting  the  re- 
cpgnizance  in  a  better  shape.  The  soloiei  who 
brought  me  the  letter  of  the  officer  of  the  day  had 
wajcely  left  my  house,  when  Colonel  Walton  en- 
tered it  will)  the  written  order  above  alluded  to, 
from  General  Jackson  to  me,  marked  No.  4.  Af- 
ta  some  conversation  with  Colopel  Walton,  in 
the  course  of  which  I  mentioned  to  him  what  I 
had  tlotte  and  intended  to  do  in  this  business,  1 

Kve  him  to  read,  as  befi^e  stated,  the  rou^h 
kught  of  the  recognizance.  I  then  desiied  him 
to  itiniiah  me  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  written 
order  which  he  had  given  me  to  readi  apd  he 
Bgtecij  to  call  on  me  at  5  o'slock  for  my  answer. 
He  returned  in  about  half  an  hour,  and  gave  me 
the  written  copy  I  had  applied  for.  In  lEe  mean 
time,  having  refiecled  OB  the  strange  message  of 
Gleneral  Jackson,  I  determined  upcui  writing  to 
him  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies  thi«, 
marked  No.  5.  About  5  o'ciot^  Colonel  Walton 
letnrned,  according  to  promise;  and  1  gave 
to  read  the  letter  which  I  bad  prepared  in  answer 
to  the  written  commuoication  of  General  Jackson. 
After  reading  it  several  limes,  he  advised  me  nol 
to  send  it,  and  observed  that,  as  be  himself  knew 
that  I  was  tben  suffering  from  a  sevue  rheuma- 
tism, which  prevented  me  from  walking,  he  would 
■tate  the  fact  iu  his  return,  and  (hat  I  could  thus 
furiiier  advise  what  I  thought  best  to  do.  This  lel- 
terwasnot,ofcourEe,seot loGen. Jajckson.  Wehad 
acttte  further  conversation;  and,  at  parting,  I  told 
the  Colonel  that,  in  the  situation  which  I  was-noth- 
ing  but  force  would  compel  me  to  leave  my  house 


The  Colonel  made  his  return,  i  did  not  see 
him  again  that  day  ;  and  when  oigttt  came  I  an- 
licioated  a  renewal  of  the  scene  of  the  day  before, 
la  prepared  myself  for  the  consequences ;  bow- 
er, no^y  came  to  disturb  me.  The  nut  day 
about  Doon  the  Colonel  returned,  and  observed  that 
both  the  Omeral  and  myself  must  be  d^rousof 
making  a  report  of  this  afair  lo  the  Govennneat 
by  t])e  nest  mail  i  that  there  was  no  time  to  be 
lost;  and  that  it  was  the  Geoienl's  wish  that  I 
ihould  call  at  his  office  the  next  day  in  the  mora- 
le. Afier  the  Colonel  had  withdnwBi  I  refleel- 
ed  that  the  state  of  thupgs  waa  now  samewbai 
diflerral  from  what  i|  was  the  day  before :  a  leasoK 
was  assigned  for  my  having  an  interview  with 
the  General,  the  force  of  which  I  felt;  and,  ulti- 
mately, a  longer  resistance  woujd  caily  end  in  af- 
fording General  Jackson  the  scandalous  triumph 
of  once  more  trampling  upon  the  laws  of  his  coun- 
try, i  determined  lo  go  there  that  veryaflenaoD ; 
and  aecordingly,  at  about  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  1  weal 
to  the  office  of  General  Jackson.  The  conversa- 
tioD,  a£  you  may  suppose,  was  nearly  all  on  one 
side,  nol  unmixed  with  threats  of  what  he  said  he 
had  a  right  to  do  for  my  havmg  dared  to  intnfeie 
with  his  authority.  He  asked  me  whether  I  wonU 
dare  to  issue  a  writ  to  be  served  upon  the  Captaia 
General  <^  the  islai^  of  Cuba?  1  told  him  no; 
but  that,  if  the  caae  should  require  it,  and  I  had 
the  necessary  jurisdiction,  I  would  isGu«  one  to  t« 
■wvad  upon  the  President  of  the  United  8taH» 
Ultimaiuy,  he  wished  to  know  the  names  of  iht 
persons  wno  had  applied  &r  the  writ  of  habtu 
corpus.  I  uoheailaungly  told  them  to  ium.  Thtt 
he  wiihed  to  know  whether  they  bad  made  ibc 
asaal  affidavit,  lUOiag  that  they  had  beea  leftvcd 
a  copy  of  the  wariant  upon  wJuch  ColoBtl  CallaTa 
was  confined.  I  told  him  no ;  thai  the  applicaiiu 
lo  me  was  a  verbal  one.  Gesoal  Jacascui  tbtp 
requited  (ae  to  sign  what  I  had  iiut  declared.  I 
Laid  him  I  was  ready  id  do  it,  and  1  did  it  accorl- 
ingly;  Dr.  Bronaugh,  who  was  i»esefit  at  tht 
eoBvemtioD,  bavUig  raduoed  that  part  of  u  ta 
writiDg. 

Moeh  more  «a*  said  by  the  General  neapectug 
the  extent  ofhis  powers;  the  ba{if)yseiectiaB  made 


the  poor  that  a  man  of  his  feelings  had  beea  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  Government,  &c. ;  tbo  whole 
inicriDixed  with,  or  rather  consistiiiK  altogetha 
of,  the  most  extrafagaat  ptiiises  of  CiDwelf,  aad 
the  most  savage  and  unm^iied  abuse  of  CoIomI 
Callava,  and  of  myself,  for  doing  my  dnif ,  in  at- 
tempting to  set  him  at  liberty. 

The  first  time  the  authority  of  General  JacksM 
is  oonieeted,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if,  to  all  the 
pompous  titles  by  him  enumerated  in  bis  order  hi 
me,  marked  No.  4,  be  should  ^peradd  that  of 
gnod  inquisitor,  and  if,  finding  in  my  library 
many  books  formerly  prohibited  in  Spain,  aai 
among  others  the  Coostiintioo  of  toe  Unitri 
States,  he  shvild  send  me  to  the  stake. 

I  had  taken  the  liberty,  in  the  course  of  my  eoa- 
rith  him,  to  contest  some  of  thepowm 
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be  BHumet  a»  QovetaM  and  lotenduit,  Ax. ;  gf 
which  leg&l  powen,  both  previous  ta  and  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Spaoish  coastilution,  he  appean 
to  me  not  to  have  the  remotest  knovriedge.  Ac 
to  the  Spanish  constitution,  he  will  not  tteai 
of  it,  although  it  was  solemnly  sworn  to  here 
about  sLiteeo  moallis  ago;  nothing  will  do  for 
luB  but  the  lawB  which  were  in  force  in  Bpaia  on 
Che  IGth  of  February,  1819.  So  that  the  flnt 
initialion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Plonda  io  the  ea- 
joyment  of  libeity  must  be  bjr  a  retrograde  tUf 
from  a  (tale  of  comparBlive  liberty  to  a  state  of 
absolute  slavery.  I  attempted  to  repretent,  but  he 
would  not  let  me  go  on:  ultimately,  I  was  perotit- 
ted  to  depart  without  having  suffered  but  in  my 
feeltogs  as  an  American. 

The  American  flas,  ii  is  true — the  fiag  of  lib- 
erty— wares  on  our  (oris;  a  treacherous  sign  in 
Florida.  Sir,  the  boboo  spas  tree  of  slavery  over- 
shadows onr  town. 

Sir,  it  is  reiuctanity  (bat  I  speak  of  a  man 
whom  I  once  delighted  to  honor ;  but  I  owe  ytw 
the  truth,  and,  painful  as  the  task  may  be,  I  mint 
discbarge  ray  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  gteat  respect,  sir, 
voui  noBt  obedient,  humble  servant, 

EUO.  FROMENTW. 

Hod.  J.  a.  Anus,  Sec'y  of  SHUt. 

No.  1. 

The  United  Stales  to  Lieutenant  Mountz,  of  the 

4th  regiment  United  States  infantry,  greeting: 

Vou  are  hereby  commanded  that  you  forthwith 
have  (he  body  m  J«se  Callava,  late  Governor  of 
the  province  of  West  Florida,  now  in  your  — - 
tody,  as  is  said,  together  with  the  day  and  c 
of  nis  caption  and  detention,  by  whatever  i 
he  may  be  known,  before  tbejudge  of  the  coi 
the  United  Stales  fur  West  Fionda,  and  for  that 
part  of  East  Florida  which  lies  westward  of  the 
cape,  at  bis  chambers,  in  ibe  city  of  Peosacola,  to 
do,  receive,  and  subraii  to  whatsoever  the  said 
judge  shall  consider  in  that  behalf;  and  hare  yon 
then  and  there  this  writ,  with  your  doings  thereon. 

WittiMB,  Bligius  Fromentin,  judge  of  our  said 
court,  this  tweniy-third  day  of  August,  in  the  year 
of  our  Liord  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-one. 

(Endorsed  as  follows :]     I  allow  this  writ. 
ELIGIUS  PBOMENTIN, 

Jttdfft  0/  the  Untitd  Staia,  ^c 

No.  2. 

Jos«  CalUva,  principal,  acknowledzcs  to  i»re 

lo  the  Oovernmeot  of  the  Fioridas  tlte  sum  of 

tK2O,000,  and ,  as  sureties,  acknowtadge  to 

ove,  each  of  them,  910,000  of  their  estate,  real 
and  personal,  to  be  levied  to  the  use  of  the  said 
Ooverameni,  upon  this  condition :  that,  if  the  nid 
JoM  Callava  slull  personally  be  and  appear  before 
the  judge  of  the  United  States  for  West  Florida. 
and  that  part  of  East  Florida  which  lies  weatwaid 
of  tbe  cape,  whenever  required  so  to  do;  and  for- 
thef,  that  the  aaid  Jose  Callava  shall  not  depart 
from  tha  city  of  Pensacola  without  the  leave  oi  tbe 
said  contt,  not  send  away,  remove,  or  otherwise 


dispose  of,  unknown  to  the  said  court,  any  papan 
now  in  his  possession,  which,  by  tbe  late  treaay 
between  Spain  and  ine  Ignited  States,  ought  oT 
riffht  to  be  delivered  lo  tbe  United  States,  which 


papers  in  the  bouse  of  tbe  said  Callava,  then  this 
recognizance  shall  be  void  ;  otherwise,  it  will  r» 
ain  in  full  force- 
No.  a 
PENBACOt.A,  Angus.  23, 18S1. 
Sir  :  Your  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  demaadins 
the  body  of  Don  Jose  Callava,  has  been  received 
and  referred  to  his  Excellency  tbe  Qovernor,  An- 
drew Jackson,  by  whose  order  he  was  confined,  and 
who  slill  directs  that  be  be  detained  in  confine- 
ment, until  released  by  his  orders. 
I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  &.c. 

P.  WAGER, 
Captain  and  ojlor  of  (A«  day. 
Hon.  Judge  Proxghtin. 

No.  4. 
Eligius  Fromentin,  Elsq.  will  forthwith  be  aad 
appear  before  me,  to  show  cause  why  he  has  at- 
tempted to  interfere  with  my  aatbority  as  Qovern- 
or of  the  Floridas,  eisrdsing  tbe  powers  of  the 
Captain  General  and  Intendant  oi  the  island  of 
Cuba  over  the  nid  provinces,  and  of  the  Qovcrn- 
ors  of  said  provtncw,  resnectirclyj  in  my  judicial 
capacity  as  supreme  judge  over  the  same,  and 
aa  chancellor  tnereof ;  having  commiiled  certain 
indiriduab  charged  with  a  combination  to  secrete, 
and  with  having  attempted  to  secrete  and  carry 
out  of  the  territories  ceded  lo  the  United  SlaCM 
tbe  evidence  of  individual  right  to  property  within 
tbe  said  territories,  which  has'  been  secured  to  eaok 
individual  under  the  fccond  article  of  the  late 
treaty  with  Spain,  and  in  open  contempt  of  the 
orders  and  deerees  made  by  me ;  and  that  the  said 
Bligius  Fromentin,  Esq.  be  and  appear  before  me, 
at  my  office,  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.,  in  Peosaoola,  to 
nwke  known  tbe  above  cause,  and  lo  abide  by  aid 
perform  such  order  and  decree  as  the  anders^aed 
may  of  right  deem  proper  to  make  of  and  coi- 
cerning  tbe  same. 

Given  underlay  hand  at  Pensacola,  this  twen^- 
tbird  day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
one. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Gowrmr  ofAe  Floridai,  ^. 
To  Cokmel  Gaoasi  Wiltoh,  BMnitiry  of  West 
Florida,  to  makekoown  and  eiecuta  the  above,  and 
to  famish  a  copy  of  the  above,  (if  rtqojred,)  ratunt* 
iog-  ihii  original,  and  in  writing  making  knonm  bow 
he  hsa  ezocDt«d  tha  same. 

A  copy:  GEORGE   WALTON, 

Stcraary  Wut  Florida. 

No.  5. 
Pembicola,  Avfiwt  23,  IBai. 
Sia :  1  would  at  all  times  have  comfdied  Tery 
willingly  with  any  request  of  yours,  alihoagby 
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•ftui  at  preteDl  so  much  indisposed  that  I  conld  not 
now  baTe  it  id  my  power  peisonally  to  wait  upon 
you.  ^ 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  your  powers,  jrou 
now  aie  the  best  judgej  noi;  do  I  pretend  to  inter- 
fere with  your  authority. 

In  fcrautine  the  writ  which  was  applied  for  this 
juoroing,  1  oSeyed  the  duty  which  1  cooceiTed  to 
be  imposed  upon  me  by  the  fourteenth  takea  in 
coDoexion  with  the  thirteeDth  f>ectJoa  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  acl  lo  enlablifh  the  judicial  courts  of 
the  Uniud  Stales,"  passed  Seplembei  34lh,  1789. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  most 
obedient,  humble  servant, 

ELIGIUS  FROMENTIN. 

His  Eic'y  Gorernoc  Jackson. 


Jadge  FromtTitinto  the  Secretary  of  SUM. 

Pensacol*,  Auffuit  23,  1821. 

Sir:  I  intended  to  hare  accompanied  my  last 
with  written  references  lo  several  elementary  wri- 
ters on  the  common  law  of  England,  in  support  of 
the  principles  by  which  1  was  governed  in  grant- 
ing a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  case  of  Colonel 
CallavB.  Upon  reflection,  I  thought  it  best  to  re- 
fer lo  them  all  generallv,  and  lo  refer  at  the  same 
(ime  to  all  the  laws  of  the  lereral  States  and  Ter- 
litories  of  the  Union  on  the  subject  of  issuing 
writs  of  habeas  corpus ;  and,  likewise,  to  (he  code 
of  laws  prepared  by  the  auiiiority  of  Congress  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Now,  I  might  ask  by  which  of  those  laws  was 
my  conduct  to  be  regulated  1  None  of  the  for- 
malities required  or  advised  by  either  the  English 
Of  American  writers  on  the  subject  is  indispensa- 
Ue.  Otherwise,  the  same  invariable  practice 
must^  of  necessity,  prevail  both  in  Great  Britain 
«Dd  in  all  the  States  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States.  None  of  them  can  be  said  to  be  even 
necessary,  since  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
formalities  which  may  be  required  in  England,  in 
Hasaacbusetts,  or  in  Georgia,  may  not  be  requi- 
site in  Vermont,  in  New  York,  or  in  Kentucky. 
And  is  it  for  me,  by  prescribing  -any  (no  matter 
what)  formality  for  the  obtaioiag  of  this  writ, 
which  formality  has  not  been  prescribed  by  the 
United  States,  to  pretend  to  abridge,  or  to  encum- 
ber with  any  previous  obtigatioos,  the  right  vested 
by  the  Conslitulion  in  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  to  this  invaluable  writ?  The  prescribing 
of  those  formalities  is  the  right  of  legislative  au- 
thority. 1  took,  and  I  was  obliged  to  take,  the 
common  law  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  naked  and 
unencumbered  with  ihe  lestrictions  which  it  has 
received,  either  from  the  often  contradictory  deci- 
sions of  the  several  courts  of  justice  in  England, 
with  which  I  have  nothing  to  do,  or  from  the 
statute  law  either  in  Great  Britain  or  in  Ihe  sev- 
eral Slates  and  Territories  of  the  Union ;  none  of 
which  indubitably  can  be  considered  as  applicable 
to  Ihe  Floridas.  My  only  duty,  in  which  all  the 
writers  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  agree,  was,  to  see  that 
DO  possible  injury  could  result  to  (he  public  from 


grantkng  the  writ;  and  againsi  this  I  bad  amfilf 
provided,  by  requiring  security  for  the  prodiKtioB 
of  the  papers  in  the  sum  of  liiriy  thousand  dollars. 
Further  than  that  I  could  not  go,  witlHMit  usurp- 
ing an  authority  which  was  not  delegated  to  m^ 

Adocst  31,  1821. 
Another  part  of  my  conduct  may  require  a  mote 
detailed  explanation  than  I  could  posNblr  give  U 
in  my  last  letter.  I  allude  to  the  deienniBaiicHi  I 
took  of  repairing  to  the  office  of  Geneml  Jacksoe. 
Sir,  if  General  Jackson  had  been,  or  ntber  had 
professed  himself  to  be,  as  1  believe  he  is,  oaJy  a 
military  chief  and  an  executive  officer,  1  should 
have  resisted  hb  authority  to  the  last.  The  worn 
then  that  could  have  happened  would  have  bets 
an  imprisonment,  more  or  less  proiiacted,  more  or 
less  severe.  For  that  I  was  prepared.  But,  sir, 
be  it  remembered  that  General  Jackson  conteiMfa 
for  unlimited  powers.  He  is  a  Captain  Gennal; 
he  is  an  Intendant ;  he  is  a  Governor ;  he  is  a  su- 
preme judge;  he  is  a  Chancellor;  he  is what 

IS  he  not?  What  be  may  claim  a  ri^fat  to  do, 
nobody  knows ;  nobody  can  tell.  And  in  alt  these 
multifarious  characters,  if  he  had  been  able  lo  dis- 
semble, like  Tiberius,  and  had  not  dragged  nw 
before  bis  own  tribunal,  I  have  little  doubt  but 


ation,  not  less  his  own ;  to  which  tribunal,  coo- 
trary  to  all  principles  reco^ised  fay  our  Goveni- 
ment,  he  assigned  a  jurisdiction  extending  (o 
death,  graciously  however  manifesting  his  tender 
mercies  to  the  people  of  these  provinces,  by  de- 
claring, as  he  does  m  bis  ordinance  published  in 
the  first  Dumber  of  the  FloridiaD,  that  there  shall 
be  DO  execution  for  a  capital  oflence  until  the  war- 
rant of  the  Governor  be  first  bad  and  ol^ined. 
Sir,  that  man  must  get  rid  of  me  in  some  way  or 
other  to  make  roomToi  a  Mr.  Hay  ward,  or  Hay- 
wood, from  Tennessee,  whom  he  told  mc  himself 
he  had  recommended  lo  Ihe  President  for  the 
office  which  I  now  hold. 

I  understaod  that,  with  ihis  view,  a  memorial 
has  been  sent  by  the  last  mail  to  the  President. 
purporting  to  be  signed  by  persons  who  call  them- 
selves members  of  the  bar.  What  the  precise  put- 
port  of  that  memorial  is,  I  know  noL  Of  all  the 
persons  who  profess  themselves  to  be  lawyers  in 
this  place,  1  know  nobody  even  by  name,  but  Mr. 
BracEenridge,  with  whom,  for  fifteen  years,  I  have 
been  on  lerm^  if  not  of  intimacy,  at  least  of  fa- 


has,  it  affords  an  addilional  proof  of  what  rapid 
progress  the  gangrene  of  the  most  abject  slavery 
can  make,  even  in  a  few  hours,  when  the  va&M 
mttantU  tyraian,  by  suiking  terror  in  every  sooi, 
compels  me  to  do  that  which,  under  every  oibei 
circumstance,  they  would  hold  most  in  abhorrence. 
Such  are  the  inextricable  mazes  of  the  labyrinth 
in  which  tyranny  involves  itself,  that,  in  order  the 
better  to  conceal  the  bastard  origin  of  this  memo- 
rial, il  in  not  improbable  but  the  memorialists, 
agreeing  in  the  main  point  with  their  master,  were 
made  there  to  hold  a  laDgoage  somewhat  at  vari- 
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■oce  wiih  what  arp  geDeraUv  known  lo  be  ibe 
opinioDs  of  the  man  under  wDoae  auspien  I  cbd- 
not  doubt  the  memorial  originated. 

Aod  now  air,  I  have  done  with  talking  I"  you 
of  myself  on  the  subject  of  thia  deteaiable  afiair. 
I  am  Benaiblethail  owe  an  apologv  for  conauming 
so  tuQch  of  your  time.  Yet  I  could  not  have  said 
le«s,  in  doty  to  the  Gorernmeal  by  which  1  was 
appointed,  and  in  duty  to  rayEfif.  I  now  leave 
the  case  to  the  judgment  of  my  coontry  \  and, 
anxious  as  1  muat  feel  for  a  farorable  isvue,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  add,  that  1  had  rather  fkll  in  the 
cause  which  1  defend,  than  triomph  in  that  aup- 
portetl  by  my  adreraariea. 
I  have,  &c. 

ELIQ.  FROMENTIN. 

Pf.  B.  When,  ia  the  line  before  the  last  of  the 
third  page  of  this  letter,*  I  aay  that  I  »hm!d  have 
reristed  Mt  aaihoritj/  to  the  laXll  eimply  allude  lo 
my  consenting  to  go  to  hia  office,  undeT  the  cir- 
lumstaDcesdetailed  in  my  letter  of  the26ih  ultimo, 
and  not  toany  improper  concesaioos,  which  1  have 
aever  made,  and  never  shall  make. 

Septembers,  1S21. 

Some  less  vs^e  information,  just  obtained,  of 
1  report  prevailing  in  town  that  I  bad  apologized 
:o  General  Jackson  for  issuing  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  iu  the  ease  of  Colonel  Caliava,  will  neces- 
■itate,  on  mv  part,  an  application  lo  General  Jaek- 
lOD  for  a  solemn  denial  of  the  atrocious  charge. 
5f  what  may  pasa  on  the  occasion,  I  will  advise 
rou  by  the  next  mail. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I 
rill  send  lo  Oeneral  Jackson,  as  soon  as  I  shall 
lave  closed  tbe  letters  I  inlena  to  forward  by  thb 

pEMBiCoLA,  Sept.  3,  1821. 

Sir  :  I  am  informed  that  it  is  rumored  in  town 
hat,  in  the  interview  between  your  Excellency 
lad  mysetfj  on  the  afternoon  of  the  34ih  ultimo,  I 
lad  apologized  to  you  for  issuing  a  writ  of  habeas 
orpus,  in  the  case  of  Colonel  Caliava.  I  hope 
our  Excellency  will  not  hesitate  in  enabling 
He  effectually  to  contradict  that  report.  Your 
Sxcellency  cannot  have  forgotten  that,  from  the 
eginning  to  the  en^j  of  the  conversation,  t  in- 
isted,  not  only  on  tbe  right,  but  on  the  duty,  of  a 
udge  of  the  United  Stales  to  grant  that  writ ;  and 
ha.t,  among  other  things,  upon  being  questioned 
Y  your  Excellency  wfaelber  I  would  order  a  writ 
f  habeas  corpus  to  be  served  upon  the  Captain 
leneral  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  I  told  you  no;  but 
lat  I  would  not  hesitate,  if  the  cose  should  le- 
uire  it,  and  if  1  had  the  necessary  jurisdiction,  to 
isue  one  to  be  served  on  the  President  of  the 
Tnited  States.  To  this  you  answered,  that  the 
resident  of  the  United  States  was  liable  only  to 
apeacbment.  I  added,  that  I  was  confident  tnal, 
1  my  place,  you  would  have  issued  a  writ  of 
abeas  corpus.     1  have  the  honor  lo  be,  &,c. 

His  Ex'cy  Gov.  A.  Jackson. 
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Judge  Frommtia  to  the  StcrUary  o/Siate, 

PiNBAcoLA,  StpUmbfr  6,  1831. 

Sir  :  By  the  last  mail  i  bad  the  honor  to  for- 
ward to  you  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  I  told  you 
1  contemplated  aadresaing  to  General  Jackson  on 
the  3d  ioatanl.  I  sent  it  to  him  according,  a  little 
after  twelve  o'clock,  by  Mr.  Alexander  Scott,  Jr. 
Tbe  verbal  answer  of  General  Jackson,  as  deliv- 
ered to  roe  in  writing  bv  Mr.  Scott,  is  forwarded 
with  the  present,  marked  No.  1. 

Befove  I  proceed  in  the  narrative,  give  me  leave 
to  submit  B  few  observations  on  £e  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Scott. 

"  He  requested  me,"  says  Mr.  Scott,  "  to  inform 
yon  that  the  dectaiaiion  which  you  signed,  prom- 
ising in  future  not  to  interfere  with  hi* authority, 
he  deemed  an  ample  apology." 

Sir,  1  signed  no  such  decrBraiion,  norwaa  I  ever 
aaked  to  sign  any  such  thing;  nor  would  I,  if 
asked,  have  ever  consented  to  sign  it;  the  words 
"in  future,"  which  are  here  inserted,  being  in- 
tended, no  doubt,  to  have  a  reference  to  the  writ  I 
had  issued,  which  I  never  could  have  done,  since 
I  insisted  on  the  contrary  all  the  time,  (as  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  prove  by  General  Jackaon  himself,) 
both  for  the  right  and  duty  in  me  to  issue  the 
writ.  Sir,  if  there  be  snch  a  declaration  in  exist- 
ence, it  is  a  forgery.  Yet  a  statement  (o  the  same 
effect  was  mentioned  to  me  this  morning,  as  hav- 
ing been  made  by  a  Mr.  Connor,  a  gentleman  in 
the  family  of  General  Jackaon.  I  shudder  at  the 
hare  suspicion  of  such  a  font  deed.  But  tbe  fact 
having  been  mentioned  by  Oeneral  Jackson  him- 
self, I  could  not  help  thus  far,  for  the  present,  ani- 
madverting upon  it. 

I  will  at  once  lake  up  the  letter  of  General  Jack- 
son, (marked  No.  3,)  which  is  next  in  order.  In 
that  letter,  1  pflsa  over  all  that  relates  to  the  Gen- 
eral's opinion  of  the  extent  of  my  jurisdiclion, 
&c.,  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question 
now  before  yon. 

The  first  thing  whicbstrikes  me  in  this  letter  is 
nof  so  much  what  is,  as  what  is  not  in  it.  It  for- 
cibly puts  me  in  mind  of  the  passage  of  Tacitus, 
describing  the  funeral  pomp  of  Junia;  "Prqfiil- 
jTfbant  Casriat  atqve  Brutui  eo  ipso  quod  effigiia  torun 
rum  videbantur."  The  first  thing  1  looked  for  in 
that  letter  was  an  account  of  the  pretended  declar- 
ation, said  to  be  signed  by  me.  as  the  General 
himself  told  Mr.  Scott  not  two  hours  before  I  re- 
ceived his  own  answer.  There  must  be  such  a 
declaration,  since  he  said  so ;  and  if  there  be, 
there  is  no  need  of  any  thing  else.  This  must  be 
damning  proof.  Why  not  state  it?  Why  not 
tell  me  of  it  T  Did  this  avowal  escape  tbe  Gene- 
ral prematnrely,  in  an  unguarded  moment  1  Has 
not  the  time  arrived  yet  to  make  use  of  ill  Does 
he  intend  to  keep  it  back,  lofall  upon  me  unawares, 
when  1  may  be  supposed  not  to  be  prepared  lo  re- 
pel the  charge?  or  has  il  found  Its  way  to  Wash- 
ington, in  support  of  the  memorial  of  (he  persons 
who  call  themselves  members  of  the  bar  here  'i  Or, 
after  answering  tbe  holy  purposes  of  the  Qeneral, 
has  a  liroely  fear  of  discovery,  owing,  perhaps,  to 
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Mine  blunder  in  ibe  ^xvcutioD.  (I  wish  1  could 
add,  perhaps  a  timely  femorsej  led  to  ihe  destruC' 
lion  of  the  precious  document  ?  What  has  become 
ofitl  ll  once  was  in  exUteuce,  or  else  why  did 
Gieoeisl  Jackson  mentioa  it  to  Mr.  SeoU  ?  Why 
d4d  Ur.  Coaaor  meniton  it  to  another  penonl 
Where  is  it  7  1  nbt  again,  where  is  it  7  General 
JacJiaon  stales  is  his  letter  that  I  then  declared 
"that  hereafter  1  would  in  no  wa^  iatcrfere  with 
hJB  authoiity."  That  is  somethmg,  to  be  sure, 
coosideriD^  ibe  effect  be  attempts  lo  give  to  it,  by 
the  insertion  ol  the  potent  bencher,  and  by  the 
cgiwtruciiTe  apolosy  he  derives  from  it  afterwaids. 
But,  sir,  how  weal,  how  watery,  compared  with 
this  more  than  fourth  proof  eTidence  signed  by 
myself  1 

I  now  turn  to  the  accusing  part  of  G«nerftl 
Jackson's  If  tter.  "  I  acknowledged  that  I  bad  acted 
hastily,  without  due  consideration,  and  without 
proper  iaformatioo  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case." 

Upon  eDdea.ToriDg  to  recollect  the  whole  con- 
Mfsation,  I  think  (^neral  Jackson,  ia  his  uaiial 
mild  way,  made  use  himself  of  those  words,  or 
tone  othras  to  the  same  effect.  But  that  I  ac- 
koDwledged  the  truth  of  those  facts,  remains  to  be 
prored ;  and  I  will  prove  the  Tery  reverse,  bv  the 
evidence  supplied  by  0«ieral  Jackson  himself. 

"  Upon  the  importunities  of  John  laneratity  and 
some  other  Spanish  gentlemen."  But  Qennal 
Jsokson  forgets  that  he  slates  himself,  to  me,  in  his 
Dote  of  the  25(b,  marlted  No.  3,  that  it  was  eznresaed 
by  uie  that  the  writ  was  issued  on  the  rerW  appii- 
Cfiitm.  A  vast  differeoee.  General,  between  i^li- 
oatioa  otut  importtmititi. 

And  sow  let  me  pause  a  moment  and  consider. 
G^ieral  Jackson  insists  thai  I  mu«t  sign  a  decla- 
ration  stating  that  I  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
00  a  verbal  application — a  venial  sin,  uadei  all 
possible  eireumatanoes,  air,  in  comparison  witjt  the 
ttiociotu  crime.  And  he  does  not  ask  me,  who 
am  (0  avbmissire^  so  compliant,  whom  he  <^>uld 
■o  eaailf  fricktea  mlo  an  irresistible  submifiston  hy 
the  dread  of  conSnemeni — he  doee  not  ask  me  t4] 
pal  the  io&mous  sign  of  my  henceforward  iofa- 
mouB  name  to  the  revolting  catalogue  of  crime*, 
which,  thank  God,  have  no  existence  but  in  Gen- 
end  Jackson's  awa  imagination. 

Is  it  possible,  sir — is  it  credible — that  if  i  had 
made  the  coocessions  staled  in  General  Jackson's 
letter,  the  Qeneral  would  not,  under  the  malevo- 
lesw  towards  me  which  he  has  betrayed  in  every 
part  of  his  conduct  since  my  arrival  here,  in  the 
some  pn^rtion  in  which  I  myself  evinced  mod- 
eration— IS  it  possible,  I  say,  (o  believe  that  he 
would  Bol  have  had  that  part  of  our  coBversalion 
too  reduced  to  writing  by  Dr.  Bronatigh  ?  and  if 
he  hafi  not  had  it  reduced  to.wriling,  under  those 
etfoutnslaaces,  is  it  not  a  most  irrefragable  proof 
ttut  such  a  conversation  never  passed  7  Another 
proof,  of  no  less  weight,  is  the  statement  made  by 
Mr.  Rutledse,  a  young  gentleman  who  lives  ia 
General  Jackson's  family,  who  was  present  at  the 
whole  of  the  conversation,  and  yet  does  not  state 
any  of  the  facta  above  enumerated.  [See  Mr. 
Rutledge's  letter  to  General  Jackson,  No.  4.] 

"  And  that,  had  I  been  apprized  that  Colood 


Callava  bad  been  coromitud  by  him  for  eoiic^ 
of  his  antbarity,  I  certainly  would  not  bare  itMr 
fered." 

Sir,  it  was  uonecetiBary  for  me  to  eotei  iiui 
discussion  as  to  ibe  judicial  avihority  of  GnKiil 
Jaeksoo ;  for,  as  I  wlbte  observed,  the  csbc  bil 
already  been  referred  to  the  President.  But,»iik 
out  insisting  upon  that  poist,  1  coam^cililiul 
had  a  right  to  interfere  in  the  caae  hoe,  ai  At 
same  lime  that  I  granted  I  should  have  to  liehi  lo 
ioteffere  if  Qoveroor  Jackson,  iaelead  uf  beiji| 
the  Governor  of  a  Territory,  was  the  Govetux 
of  an  independest  Statej  but  that,  Gorcroor  m 
he  was,  Colonel  Callava  was.  of  course,  Irtaind 
a  prisoner  under  color  of  tne  authority  oE  ihe 
United  State*,  and  that,  in  that  case,  it  wrs  m; 
ri^t  and  duty  to  interfere. 

Sut  why  do  I  say  any  thing  myaelf  oa  ihemt 
ject?  Sir,  be  so  good  as  to  turn  to  Ihe  last  pin- 
g'raph  but  one  in  General  Jackson's  first  Ittuiti 
tne  3d  September,  marked  No.  2.  Tho^  yu 
read  as  foUows  :  "  and  I  staled  to  you,  that  i!^ 
were  in  the  Stales,  you  would  have  no  riglit  ic 
interfere  in  the  manner  which  you  had  aiiempttd 
here ;  and  refetied  you  to  the  laws  of  CaogrKs.' 

Sir,  can  there  be  a  more  ample  confitmatin  at 
the  truth  of  that  part  of  the  conversation  akiK 
staled  than  those  very  words  of  General  Jackml 
for  to  what  else  ttxwi  my  own  observations  on  Ik 
subject  could  tlMMereiiHiksof  the  Genenlsfiilyi 
But,  sir,  it  is  not  all.  Those  words  of  Geaatl 
Jackson  contain  a  positive  admission  that  I  had 
here  the  right  lo  interfere,  although  I  might  MX 
have  had  it  in  the  States.  What,  sir!  U  wu 
with  his  eyes  open,  and  with  the  canxioutaw 
that  1  had  the  right  todo  what  I  did,  that  Gesotl 
Jackson  rendered  himself  guilty  of  the  maayoit- 
roges  offered  to  me  in  my  official  character!  Ok. 
my  country  !    Oh,  the  liberties  of  America'. 

Give  me  leave  now,  sir,  to  take  a  retrosprciiK 
view  of  mv  letter  to  General  Jackson,  to  ffUd 
the  one  wnich  I  have  just  done  analyzing  >>  a 
answer;  and  what  does  it  contain  7  A  po^jiiit 
assertion  on  my  part,  that,  from  the  bMinaingii 
the  end  of  the  conversation  with  General  Jact«^ 
1  insisted  both  on  the  right  and  dutyof  a  jcdcci' 
the  United  States  to  grant  that  wnL  Dae$G<» 
eral  Jackson  deny  that  fact  In  bis  letter,  «ir  7  Ta 
this  cannot  be  true,  if  1  held  the  language  ami- 
buted  to  me  by  General  Jackson.  And  we  ^ 
see,  presently,  in  what  style  General  Jackson  ■» 
Ewers,  when  General  Jackson  writes  tinder  ik 
real  or  affected  impression  that  the  facts  whidil' 
is  goin^  to  refute  are  not  true.  Thus  moch.noi^ 
by  anticipation,  lo  confirm,  by  the  silence  crf'Gtt 
eral  Jackson,  the  truth  of  the  facts  contained  ■ 
my  first  letter  to  him  of  the  3d  instant,  whickl 
had  the  honor  to  send  _you  by  the  last  mail. 

The  nest  document  in  order  is  my  second  lew 
of  the  3d  September  lo  General  Jackson,  martrf 
No.  5,  in  reply  to  his  answer.  This  letter  contiv 
scarcely  any  thing  but  a  respectful  denial  of'' 
charges  made  against  me  by  General  Jacksoat 
his  nrst  letter  of  the  same  day,  conveyvd  ia  ■ 
decorous  UngnagB  as  ny  koowladge  of  it  yr 
mitied  me  to  use,  and  some  further  compvraiiMl 
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jDimalnial  statsateDtB  of  focts,  vhieh  mfficMndr 
explain  th«iiu«lT«s,  sod  reqaire,  of  eoane,  ao  coio- 
raeni  from  m«.  Let  tbe  letter  speak  for  itaelf.  1 
vriil  oalj  observe,  that  I  KQt  Uiis  latter  bp  Mr. 
Scotc,  vriihio  lets  thao  half  an  bour  after  receiv- 
ing General  Jaokson's  first  letter  of  tbe  3d  9ep- 
lember^  but,  owiu^  to  Qeneral  Jackson  being 


sii  and  seven  o'clock  of  tbe  same  day,  P.  M.  Tbe 
□e;tt  moraing,  September  tbe  4tb,  at  about  eiahi 
o'clock,  A.  H.,  I  received,  from  tb«  btiid  of  Mr. 
CaDDor.  above  raealioned,  titb  seeood  letter  of 
Ocaeral  JackGon,  marked  No.  6.  dated  September 
3d,  in  answer  to  my  second  Utter,  which  has 
drawn  upon  me  tbe  iodignntion  and  contempt  of 
General  Jackson.  Tbe  indignation  and  contempt 
of  Qeneial  Jackson  I 

1  bef  pardon,  lir,  for  the  tcandalout,  indecoroas. 
■od  difgiutiBg  scene  which  I  am  now  compelled 
to  open  to  jrour  view.  But  sir,  beoante  my  en- 
emy, like  the  swine,  which  delight  in  nothing  as 
much  aa  but  filth,  haj  thought  it  convenient  to  seek 

I  refuge  in  the  qoaffinire  of  Billingsgate  abuse, 
ihall  1  let  BO  the  hold  I  ha  ve  of  him  ?  No,  sir, 
M>veted  wiu  dirt,  it  is  true,  but  nobly  covered 
■rilh  dirt,  which,  coming  in  contact  wiln  such  an 
nemy,  I  cannot  protect  myself  from,  I  will  still 
lold  him — still  drag  him  before  the  trioanal  of  bit 
country — of  his  much  injnr«d  country. 

Sir,  I  most  again  beg  pardon.  I  shudder  at  en- 
ering  on  the  subject ;  nut  I  must.  I  cannot  help 
nmmenling  upon  every  line — upon  every  word — 
if  this  most  infamous  document.  The  letter  runs 
bus  r  "  Sir,  I  have  this  moment  received  your 
econd  tiote  of  this  day.  The  first  created  my  as- 
onishraent,  it  is  true;  but  the  second  my  indigna- 
ioo  and  contempt.  For  I  did  oot  suppose,  until 
OUT  itote  no'w  before  me  furnished  the  conclusive 
vidence,  that  yon  were  CBpBble  of  stating  a  Wil- 
li and  deliberate  falsehood." 

What,  sir  !  General  Jackson,  before  he  received 
ly  cecond  note,  did  not  suppose  I  was  capable  of 
ating  a  wilful  and  deliberate  falsehood  !  But, 
t,  what  is  my  first  letter,  which  did  not  create 
le  indigDntion  and  contempt  of  Gleneral  Jackson, 

II  a  wilful  and  deliberate  tal»eboDd,  if  the  accu- 
ition  coniaiaed  again^t  me  in  Qeneral  Jackson's 
"St  letter  be  well  founded  ?  Is  it  possible,  sir, 
ia.t  the  maD  who,  from  the  beginning  of  tbe  coa- 
irsatioD  to  the  end,  could  have  insialed  upon  bis 


ickK)n's  first  letter?  and,  if  the  two  statements 
e  irreconcilable,  why,  afier  reading  my  first  let- 
r,  did  noC  General  Jackson  pour  upon  me  tbe 
liole  Qood  of  bis  Indignation  and  contempt? 
9;  it  \rBS  not  until  after  he  read  my  second  let- 
:  that  he  thought  me  capable  of  stating  a  wilful 
d  deliberate  falsehood.  Does  it  not,  then,  oeces- 
rily  foUoiv,  sir,  from  General  Jackson's  own  con- 
sion,  thai  the  facts  slated  in  my  firat  letlei  to 
n  are  true;  and,  if  true,  that  the  accusation 
ainst  me  by  General  Jackson  must  be  — — 1  I 
11  not,  sir,  out  of  respect  to  you,  say  what  it 


nwist  be.  Let  anr  honorable  friend  of  QenetRl 
JaekaoD  hisuelf  fill  np  tbe  vaeftuoy  1  have  Id^. 

Let  us  proceed;  "That  you  have  done- to  in 
your  note  of  this  evesiag,  I  do  asoerL"  I  bad, 
then,  not  done  ao  in  my  note  of  the  morning; 
otherwise,  why  does  he  imt  aMert  it  likewise  t 

" as  the  encloiwd  certilcale*  of  Doctor  J. 

C.  Bronau^h,  (who  was  directed  by  me  <D  paT 
strict  attention  to  our  eonwsation)  and  Mr.  Rtii- 
ledge,  fully  prove." 

If  any  thing  was  wanting  to  establish  the  spirit 
of  personal  hostility  to  me,  with  which  tbe  whole 
of  this  business  was  undertaken  and  managed  by 
General  Jackson,  is  there  not  abnndant  proof  of 
his  motive  aflbrded  in  tbe  dishonorable  confession 
he  makes — -be  too,  he  says,  acting  in  the  highest 
possible  judicial  capacity — that  Doctor  J.  C.  Bro- 
naugh  was  directea  by  him  to  pay  a  strict  atten- 
tion to  out  conversation  7  For  what  purpose,  sir? 
To  state  the  truth  impartially^  Wbv,  then,  did 
he  not  give  his  directions  to  Doctor  Bronaugh  in 
my  presence  t  Why  did  he  not  notify  me,  since 
he  himself  had  taken  one,  lo  bring  a  second  like- 
wise 1  No,  sir,  I  was  not  called  upon  lo  fight  a 
fair  dqel.  AssassinatioD  had  been  resolved  on — 
assassination  in  the  dark.  I  was  to  be  entrapped  x 
and  an  American  Gmeral  is  tbe  author  of  tbe  foul 
deed.  Have  we,  have  the  American  people,  be- 
come prematurdy  decrepit  in  the  short  space  of  a 
few  lustres,  during  even  the  lifeliine  of  the  wor- 
thies; of  many  yet,  thank  God,  of  the  worthies, 
who,  b^  their  arms  in  the  field,  or  their  labors  in 
the  cabinet,  succeeded  in  erecting  the  stupendous 
fabric  of  our  liberty,  the  sheet-anchor  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  world— bave  we,  I  say,  reached,  already, 
tbe  degenerate  age  of  the  Caligulas,  or  the  Neros, 
of  the  Domitians,  of  tbe  Heliogabaluses  7  Is  the 
open  profession  of  a  spy— this  most  dii^giaceful  of 
all  professions — to  receive  among  us  tbe  dishonor- 
able honor  of  being  publicly  countenanced  7  Is 
any  respect  due  to  the  testimony  of  a  man  who 
thus  professes  himself  to  be  the  tool  of  an  employer, 
and  that  employer  a  supreme  jndge,  and  a  chan- 
cellor sitting  m  bis  judicial  capacity  ?  Is  our  rep- 
utation, is  our  standing,  is  our  liberty,  to  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  men,  who,  although  armed  with 
unlimited  authority,  do  not  blush  lo  descend  to  the 
low,  mean,  dirty  artifices  of  the  tyrants  who,  be- 
fore them,  have  disgraced  their  age  and  country, 
and  do  not  hesitate  unblushingly,  to  confess  the 
disgraceful  acll  With  that  man,  Doctor  J.  C. 
Bronaugh,  I  shall  have  nothing  to  do.  I  have 
notbing  to  say  to  him.  Tbe  part  which  be  de- 
scended to  act  ic  the  best  refutation  of  his  lesti- 

Yet,  before  I  dismiss  him,  I  cannot  help  observ- 
ing how  useless  it  was  for  General  Jackson  to  have 
taken  the  trouble  lo  direct  that  man  to  pay  strict 
attention  to  our  conversation ;  for  the  General 
himself  teems  no  bad  hand  at  recollecting.  Both 
recollect  very  nearly  the  same  thing ;  except,  how- 
ever, OS  to  the  word  mpoiim-itits,  which  is  re- 
placed in  Doctor  Bronausb's  letter  by  tbe  word* 
urgtd  bi/i  words,  by  the  bye,  of  not  exactly  the 
tame  import,  if  I  understand  any  thing  of  Ihe  En. 
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eliah  lan^Hf^e.  The  entire  conforniitr  in  the 
depoaitioQ  ot  DiKlor  Broanugh  may,  nowever, 
orrginate  from  the  circumslaDce  of  bis  h&Tiog,  as 
he  says,  copied — not  written,  no,  by  no  means — 
copied  the  aoswer  of  General  JaclisDD  to  me;  ft 
new  mode,  to  be  sure,  io  our  cotiDiry ;  bat  (who 
knows  T)  perhaps  a  rery  good  one  for  a  witnen  to 
refresh  his  memory. 

The  next  witness  produced  by  General  Jackson 
is  Mr.  Rutledge,  to  whose  testimony,  marked  No. 
4^  1  haTe  already  referred.  Who  can  read  Mr. 
Rutledge's  letter  to  Geneial  Jackson,  and  not  be 
struck  with  the  bard  slruggle  in  the  conscience  of 
the  honest  young  man  ?  We  see  no  such  work- 
ings in  the  round  statement  of  the  first  witness. 
It  IS  true  that  Mi.  Rutledge  stales  <>  that  I  endeav- 
oied,  by  adducing  the  peculiar  circumstances  un- 
der which  (he  writ  bad  been  issued,  to  offer  some- 
ibiog  equivalent  to  an  apotofy  for  the  course  I  had 
pursued."  Now,  sir,  1  do  believe  that  Mr.  Rut- 
ledge  has  staled  what  be  candidly  belicTed  was 
the  liuth;  only  Mr.  Rutledge  (and  who  in  his 
situation  might  not  have  been  similarlfimpressed?) 
makes  use  oT  the  word  apology  for  the  word  jattifi- 
caiioR.  What  Mr.  Rultedge  alludes  lo,  roust  be 
that  part  of  the  conversation  in  which  General 
Jackson  contended  for  the  powers  belonging  to 
the  povernor  of  an  independent  State;  in  which 
case,  I  freely  confessed  that  if  Colonel  Callava 
had  bebn  confined  by  a  State  authority,  I  should 
have  had  no  right  to  issue  the  writ;  but  that,  in 
the  present  case,  whether  confined  by  the  Captain 
General,  or  the  Inteodaat,  or  the  Governor,  or,  or, 
or,  or,  he  still  was  confioed  by  the  authority  of  a 

girson  deriving    his    powers    from  the    United 
Cates,  and  that,  in   that  case,  I  bftd  a  right 
to  interfere. 

Mr.  Rutledge  further  slates  "  that  I  gave  Gen- 
eral Jackson  distinctly  to  understand  that  I  wa: 
determined  not  to  iDteifeie,  in  future,  with  any  of 
the  branches  of  his  administration." 

Sir,  I  have  said  so  many  times  in  answi 
General  Jackson,  who  (upon  what  ground  God 


lamb)  has  been  complaining  of  my  interfering 
with  his  authority  ever  since  my  arrival  here,  that 
I  never  had,  never  intended,  and  never  would  in- 
terfere with  his  authority ;  that,  I  dare  say,  Mr. 
Rutledge  beard  me  say  so  again  on  that  occasiou. 
But,  sir,  Mr.  Rutledge  is  mistaken  when  he  adds 
the  words  *n  fatare,  if  be  understands  these  words 
as  having  a  reference  to  the  course  I  bad  pursued 
in  granting  the  writ  ot  habeat  arrpia  in  the  case  of 
Colonel  Callava. 

And  here,  sir,  ends  the  testimony  triumphantly 
produced  by  General  Jackson.  I  may  be  permit- 
led  here  to  ask,  why  Mr.  Rutledge  did  not  give 
testimooy  as  to  tbe  other  heads  of  accusation  con 
tained  in  General  Jackson's  letter?  Mr.  Rutledgi 
stales  that  he  was  present  at  the  tvhole  of  the  con 
versatiOQ.  Strange,  indeed,  that  he  should  rnaki 
no  mention  of  tbe  "  importunities  of  John  lanei 
arity;  of  my  having  confesed  that  I  had  acted 
hastily,  without  due  coosideratjon,  and  wit. 
proper  information  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case. 


Sir,  althoogh  Mr.  Rutledge  may  not  bout  in- 
teniire  memory;  although  Ee  did  not  pa;,  iiite 
time,  a  particular  attention  to  tbe  words  I  uid; 
yet,  if  I  had  held  such  or  similar  lingoj^iii 
iiDDossible  that  Mr.  Rutledge  should  not  haiFri- 
collecled  something  of  it.  What,  then,  are  vcD 
think  of  his  silence?    That  the  language  si  Irilnd 

me,  or  any  similar  language,  was  never  brldW 

It  rosy,  perhaps,  be  said  (for  what  nay  doI  h 
said  ?)  that  Mr.  Rutledge  answered  oalr  sacL  ii- 
terroMtories  as  were  put  lo  him.  Bu^  si.  wh 
put  the  interrogatories  7    Mr.  Rutledge  u  aoi  i 

—' for  me.    He  is  produced  by  Genenl  Jick- 

.d  can  it  be  believed  that,  if  Geaenllid- 
son  had  anticipated  from  Mr.  Rutledge  id  uum 
favorable  to  his  views,  he  would  have  absulad 
from  putting  the  questions  to  himi  N(i,sit,  Ttoi 
he  dio  not  put  them,  is  conclusive  evidecct  ikc 
be  could  Dot  expect  that  Mr.  Rutledge  woiild  pnm 
them  ;  and,  as  far  as  Mr.  Rutledge  is  sileat  vfm 
those  points,  his  testimony  cannot  be  JDlmnid 
otherwise  tban  as  a  positive  denial  of  the  cbtifa 
made  against  me  by  General  Jackson. 

Parting  respectfully  from  Mr.  Rutledge,  im 
sir,  I  must  sum  up  courage  to  follow  GenFnlJvi- 
son  himself  through  the  muddy  road  irhirb  bt 
has  selected;  again,  I  beg  pardon  for  quotis^b 
indecorous  language.    But  what  can  1  do  7 

"  That  you  have  the  hardihood  to  iwj  ihii, 
when  you  called  by  appointment  atmyliMPe,! 
did  not  send  for  my  book  to  the  office  ctatiiniii! 
the  records  of  my  commissions  and  instraciioni-' 
The  man  is  mad ;  I  never  denied  any  such  Ibiif. 
"And  that  1  did  not  read  the  whole  of  ibtn  it 
you,  shows  that  you  are  r^ardlexs  of  tni;ti|  u^ 


>n.  But,  fortunately  for  me,  before  I  ctwid  pv 
Bibty  anticipate  any  such  difficulties  as  no« as 
between  General  Jackson  and  myself,  sod  u  ■ 
time,  of  course,  when  I  could  have  nopossiU'* 
tcrest  in  dissembling  the  truth  of  a  lacl,  b;  > 
means  of  any  importance  con^iared  wiih  tliec^i- 
0U3  accusations  of  General  Jackson,  to  nil:  ii 
my  letter  to  you  sir,  under  date  of  August  ikSU 
—1  say,  that  "General  Jackson  communlcaitJ " 


J  such  parts  of  his  several  commissioDs  J;  kl 
conceives  admit  of  a  construction  enlireljalnR' 
ancc  with  that  which  t  put,  both  upoD  mfCiO)' 
mission  and  your  letter."  As  lo  his  inslraerioa 
T  never  thought  of  asking  for  a  communicauoia 
thera.  Since  that  lime  no  communicaiiou  dk 
kind  took  place  between  us,  until,  as  staled  brlb 
Rutledge  in  his  letter,  in  our  interview  of  lhe^<B 
of  August,  in  his  office,  he  again  read  eii'i^!''' 
or  the  whole  of  one  of  his  comniissions.  Tk 
fact,  however,  is  comparatively  of  so  liide  * 
poriance,  that  it  is  still  more  to  be  regreiieiii^ 
General  Jackson  should  have  indulged  in  » 
foul  language  on  the  occasion. 

The  last  paragraph  of  General  Jactsop's  Ifiif 
needs  not  to  be  transcribed.  I  refer  you  to  [if  "H 
of  it  which  I  enclose,  marked  No.  6.    H  «!""« 
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at  few 


Id  that  uiagTaph  the  Qener- 
:,  for  the  first  time,  to  my  KDOwleose,  speaka  of 
bi  legitimate  paweni.  Would  to  God  ae  never 
id  exceeded  tbeml  The  whole  countrp  would 
)t  DOW  be  thrown  into  a  state  of  confusion  and 
larchy,  calculated  to  impriai  indelible  disgrace 
1  tbe  American  name. 

One  or  two  more  obserTBtjous,  sir,  suggested  by 
lis  last  paragraph,  and  I  wash  my  haada  of  all  the 
npurities  necessarily  contracted  by  the  iudispeo- 
ible  obligation  in  which  1  was  to  nold  any  com- 
lanication  with  General  Jackson. 
"  Recollect,"  says  he,  "  the  admonition  I  gave 
m,"  Ac.— See  his  letter,  No.  6.  But,  <ir,  to  what 
jrpose,  1  may  ask,  did  the  General  gire  me  the 
imonilioBs  referred  ro,  if  it  be  true  that  I  bad 
joloeized  to  him  in  the  manner  bv  him  stated? 
oula  the  man  who  should  hare  ttius  degraded 
imself  bjr  the  humblest  submission  hare  required 
ImoDitioD  ?  8ir,  the  uoiform  system  of  all  ty- 
nts  before,  whether  republican)!,  etnperors,  kings, 
'  generals,  has  been  "  Paretre  m^idit  et  dMiare 
ypei^Mi."  Who,  then,  is  thi.i  Moloch,  to  be  nei- 
ler  conquered  by  resistance,  nor  propitiaied  by 
impliance? 

No,  sir,  the  admonitions  were  necess&ry,  in  the 
liniun  of  General  Jackson,  because  I  could  not 
;  driven  from  the  stand  which  I  bad  taken.  Had 
been  disposed  to  abandon  it,  sir,  those  admoni- 
ins  would  have  been  useless;  and  the  best  proof 
.at  I  did  neither  act  nor  speak  in  the  way  in 
faicli  General  Jackson  attempts  to  represent  it,  is, 
at  be  deemed  those  admonilions  neceaaar?,  The 
ath  is,  sir,  that,  tyrant  as  be  is.  General  Jackson, 
the  very  beginning  of  the  conrenaiion,  before 
octor  Bionaugh  had  joined  ua,  had  relieved  me 
sm  any  immediate  apprehension  of  confinement, 
f  this  apprehension  could  have  had  the  efiect  of 
akiag  me  swerve  from  my  duly,)  by  telling  me 
at "  if  I  had  gone  one  step  farther  he  would  nave 
(nmitted  me." 

I  appeal  to  Mr.  Ruttedge  for  the  truth  of  this 
itement.  What  the  General  meant  by  saying 
1  had  gone  a  step  faiiber,  I  know  not  I  went 
far  as  I  could.  He  koew  that  I  had  no  i 
al,  and  that,  of  course,  had  I  been  so  disposed, 
<  attachment  could  have  issued.  But, be  thisas 
may,  I  have  the  word  of  General  Jackson  that 
was  not,  at  that  time,  disposed  to  commit  any 
tra^e.  To  what  purpose,  then,  could  I  have 
ea  mduced  to  make  concessions  of  a  nature  to 
igrace  me  forever,  when  thereby  I  could  obtai 
additional  certainty  of  relief  which  was  not 
eady  secured  by  the  word  of  General  Jackaon, 
there  be  any  secnrity  in  the  word  of  a  tyrant? 
tyrant,  did  I  say?  Sir,  the  word  is  disgraced 
being  coupled  with  that  of  General  Jackson, 
le  word  Jaekion,  in  future,  shall  be  used  instead 
the  word  tyrant,  whenever  a  correct  idea  shall 
attempted  to  be  conveyed  of  those  portentous 
tties,  gratuitously  committed,  which  throw  in 
t  Fbade  the  former  crimes,  prompted,  lit  least, 
hough  not  excused,  by  the  passions  of  the  Jack- 
is  who  have  preceded  him. 
'  Et-egard less.'' says  General  Jackaon,  in  bis  tasi 
ragiapb  "  of  your  boast  of  blood  flowiog,"  4dc. 


Perfectly  in  character,  sir;  what  tiger,  before 
G«ieral  Jackson,WHsnotiegardle8aof  blood flow- 
'  tg  ?  and  why  not  tiger  JaecsoD,  too  ? 

1  have  emerged  at  last  from  the  mire  in  which 

was  obliged  to  plunge  in  pursuit  of  Geoeral 
Jacksan ;  and  here,  for  the  present,  1  must  stop. 
I  feel  too  much  oppressed  to  go  on,  and,  although 
uncertain  whether  my  liberty  will  be  spared  to 
allow  me  time  to  flDisb  tbia  letter,  1  must  rest  a 
little  from  my  fatigue,  before  I  can  resume. the 
noble  and  erect  attitude  of  a  men  walking  on  the 
plain  n>ad  of  honest  truth,  in  the  garb  of^becom- 
ing  decency. 

Septbmsbe  6, 1821. 

Give  roe  leave  now,  sir,  to  recapitulate  the  ma- 
terial facia  arising  from  the  evidence  which  ia 
under  yonr  eyes.  1  have  myself  no  witnen.  My 
only  defence  is  to  be  found  in  mv  very  indictment. 
The  only  arms  I  have  osed  have  been  forged  by  my 
enemies  thenuelTes.  It  is  out  of  their  own  araenal 
that  I  have  been  supplied  with  the  only  weapcmt 
for  combatting  their  rage — very  limited  means  of 
defebce,  sir,  against  soch  a  powerful  combination ; 
yet,  1  atiU  hope,  not  ineffectual.  Sir,  the  outrage 
committed  on  the  person  of  the  former  Governor 
had  slmek  terror  and  dismav  among  the  ancient 
population  of  Pensacota.  "Is  this,"  they  said, 
(addressing  me,  when  they  assembled  at  my  house 
earlv  in  the  morning  after  the  arrest  of  Colonel 
Callava,)  "is  this  the  liberty  yon  promised  to  ual 
If  our  former  Governor  is  tfans  treated,  protected 
as  he  ought  to  be  by  his  chntacier  and  by  hia  vir- 
tues, what  are  we  to  expect  ourselves?  Noth- 
ing remains  for  us  to  do  but  to  leave  a  country 
where  neither  our  liberty  nor  our  properly  is  re- 
spected, notwithstanding  the  solemn  stipnlationa 
of  a  treaty." 

Thosc^  sir,  are  the  very  expressions  by  which 
both  iDy  eaia  and  my  heart  were  lacerated.  The 
loudest  coosternation  was,  however,  soon  asauaged 
into  a  more  dreadful  silence  still,  by  the  fear  of 
instant  punishment.  They  were  told  thai  they 
had  stilt  ai»^tectot  in  me;  that  I  had  both  the 
authority  and  the  disposition  to  stop  the  Governor 
in  hia  road  career  of  despotic  frenzy.  With  what 
success  I  did  it,  you  have  seen.  Under  the  im- 
pressiohs  created  by  that  state  of  things,  in  a  newly 
acquired  territory,  I  went  to  General  Jackson's 
omc^  as  I  had  before  the  honor  of  writing  to 
you,  m  a  spirit  of  conciliation.  I  carried  with  me 
my  commission,  which  I  showed  him,  and,  by 
reference  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  I  in- 
sisted, as  above  said,  on  the  right  of  doing  what 
I  had  done.  I  aelected  to  go  to  hia  office  an  hour 
when  1  suppoaed  that,  not  being  expected,  1  would 
find  him  surrounded  by  fewer  persons,  and^  of 
course^  more  disposed  to  liaten  to  reason ;  lot  I 
knew  It  ia  principally  when  there  isa  crowd  around 
him  that,  in  order  to  show  his  superiority.  General 
Jackson  takes  a  particular  pleasure  in  uaing  the 
coarae,  vulgar  language,  which  is  calculated,  in 
his  opinion,  and  in  the  opinion  of  his  adherenta, 
and  of  that  class  of  spectators  who,  on  tfaoae  oc- 
casions, crowd  around  him,  to  bring  into  contempt 
the  persons  he  addresses ;  and  the  higher  the  sta- 
tion of  those  persona,  the  coarser  of  course,  is  the 
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itnse.  Id  but  other  part  of  lti«  Unitsd  StMea 
dw  lenlU  from  Mch  «d  anbvecFming  eoatm  are, 
comparatively  innocnoH.  Thinn  tae  rood  k- 
idacsd  upon  a  conect  UDdentaotltDg.  The  case 
!■  rm^f  different  here,  for  reasons  too  obTiow  to 
require  a  statemeni  from  me.  I  irent,  then,  to 
QeDeral  Jaeksoo's.  True,  I  did  know,  at  toot 
time,  that  JackMM  Waa  possessed  of  the  infernal 
(Mret  of  caDiing  the  most  poiaoDoiu  wwera  to 
flow  from  the  purest  MUTce. 

lo  that  character  of  a  magician,  he  has  exhilHted 
agsi&it  me  a  most  atrocioos  efa«rge.  I  think  I 
have  satisfied  fou  that  the  eridence  arising  from 
bis  own  letters  entirdy  disproves  (he  charge.  If 
it  cannot  be  laid  to  i^  disproved  bjr  his  first  wit- 
Bess,  (t>T.  Broaaagh,)  I  am  lure  nobody  can  icU 
that  the  chai^  can  iweivt  any  sDpport  from  hi* 
pBraiite  testimony.  And  as  lo  Mr.  Rotladge, 
■itent  with  rMpeet  to  the  moat  important  pan  of 
the  aoeuMtion,  he  onlv  cirea  an  opintM  ac  lo  wbtt 
be  conreivn  1  intettded  lo  do.  The  Tcry  tefWa 
which  be  nua,  "endearored  to  ottr  MHaethbg 
eqairatent  lo  an  apohqir,"  proves  that  Mr.  Rni- 
ladge,  as  1  before  niiiwd,  wed  the  w«nl  aptitagy 
there  inffead  of  the  word  JiutUeeMM.  A  UMi 
BBy  endeavor  lo  juati^ ;  no  endeavors  are  Becea- 
aary  to  apologize. 

There  ttilf  ranaina,  however,  the  bugbear  of 
(he  dedaration  which  Oenetal  Jackioa  told  Mr. 
in  fntare  not  to  in^ 
r,  OB  this  occasion 
I  can  tell  Oenentl  Jacluon,  io  the  languaga  trf 
Shakspeare, 

"Sir,  spare  yeur  thiaiM; 

Ths  bog  which  you  wsald  fright  bm  with  I  smk." 
Bedi !  I  do  seek  it,  indeed,  air.  Oeneral  Jackson 
said  there  was  a  document ;  one  of  his  numerow 
secreturin  said  the  same  thing.  ThouMnda^  per- 
haps, hBve»een  i(.  Everybody,iir,  hasseen  it  bu( 
myself;  and  shall  I  bo(  be  gratified  by  a  sight  of 
it  T  I  bsn  a  right  to  demand  it ;  sod,  if  it  be  not 
produced,  it  there,  sir,  a  name  in  the  English  lan- 
gnage  8l  to  be  applied  to  the  wretches  who,  des^ 
pairing  to  eonqner,  have  not  blushed  to  resort  to 
anch  viie  arta  to  denroy  a  man  who,  in  this  whole 
business,  can,  so  far  as  he  himself  is  concerned, 
regret  nothing  except  placing  too  mncn  eonfi- 
deoee  lo  a  man  who,  under  hia  own  slgnattire,  pro- 
claims himself  to  be  equally  deaiilnte  of  trnth,  of 
deeeney,  of  hvinaniiy,  and  of  honor  T 
I  nave  the  honor,  Ac. 

ELIGIUS  FROMBNTIN. 

Ho».  J.  a.  AMHe,  StcVy  q^Sbtt. 
No.  I. 
PMtMOOLa,  AtfAAbV  3,  Idai. 

SiK:  In  anawer  to  the  comraiinicBtion  fft>m 
you  to  his  Excellency  Andrew  Jaekaon,  he  atated 
that  he  was  then  engaged,  but  would  ivfky  lo  it 
itt  due  time. 

He  requeated  me,  at  the  aame  tine,  (o  inform 
you  that  the  declaration  which  you  signed,  prom- 
ising in  futore  not  to  interfere  with  hi«  auihorily, 
he  deemed  an  ample  apologv,  you  not  having  the 
ri«fat  to  isaue  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  in  aoing 
which,  you  eiennpted  yotiraelf  from  that  pODtsh- 


mralVrhieh  hewotiidlmveinHietedanafly  pnvMt 
individual  allempting  to  oppoae  him  in  the  rvs- 
ciseof  his  jodieial  tooclions.  He  farther  iiain) 
that  your  jeriadiciioii  extended  only  to  the revow 
lawa,  nnd  the  Mws  prohibiting  the  imporlationrf 
shvea,  which  you  had  admitted  ;  and  that,  if  yn 
presumed  to  issue  another  writ  of  habeas  eorpn, 
conlrBTming  his  deoisiona  aa  auprenw  jndge,  kr 
woald  instantly  have  you  coBmitled  to  prison; 
that  he  woold  not  go  beyond  bis  proviace  >■  ik 
diseharge  of  his  duties,  and  was  determined  w 
la  submit  lo  thai  indeeorooa  condnct  of  whid 
you  were  guilty  io  iasuins  a  writ  in  opfxHiioo 
to  his  autlH)ri(y,  inlead  irf^  aidiag  him  in  eafavr. 
Ing  the  laws.    1  have  (he  honor,  dte^ 

ALEXANDER  SCOTT,  Ja. 
The  Hon.  BLiaiua  FsoMsimit. 

No.  2. 
PntaicoLA,  KHcnnvB  CaAmaB, 

%<mate- 3,  lai. 
8iB ;  Your  note,  by  Mr.  Seoit,  has  jml  bwi 
fcMded  to  me,  and  I  am  tnily  aatonlthed  it  its 
contcBle;  and,  in  answer,  slate,  tbml  irhen  yoi 
appeared  beforE  me  in  the  Ezecniive  CbamMr. 
ontbeSUh  ullimo,  yon  did  Ibm  and  there  jI»ie 
and  acknowledge  that  yon  had  acted  haal^. 
without  due  conai deration,  and  without  pn^ 
information  as  to  the  facts  of  the  ea)«,  upoa  thf 
importuniiies  of  John  lonerarHv  snd  someotbtt 
S^nbh  gentlemen  J  and  that  had  yoo  been  ap- 

Erited  that  Cdouel  Callava  had  been  eommitie<l 
y  me  for  contempt  of  my  authority,  yon  ceiiaiDli 
would  not  have  interfered.  And  you  forther  ar- 
knowledged  that  you  had  celled  upon  me  s«vail  I 
times,  in  a  friendly  way,  to  advise  with  me  as  H  | 
yoni  jurisdiction,  and  that  I  bed  always  told  tat  . 
that  It  was  my  opinion  you  had  no  other  juTisdi^ 
(ion,  except  so  far  as  the  laws  of  the  United  SiaU! 
bad,  by  the  act  of  Congress,  been  extended  on* 
these  provinces ;  and  that,  when  I  showed  ym  At 
powers  #hich  had  been  granted  to  "ate  br  ftc 
President  of  the  United  States,  you  declared  ltB< 
there  was  no  necessity  for  your  being  here,  md 
that  yon  might  aa  well  renirn  toNewOrMB, 
and  (bat  I  replied  that  jou  bad  jnriadictioa  ant 
the  revenue,  and  the  infraction  of  th«  laws  4 
CongrcM  pMhibiting  the  importation  of  slam 
And  yon  did  then  declare  that,  beiCBAer,  pi 
*outd  io  W>  Way  attempt  to  interfere  with  wf 
autboriiy. 

There  was  likewise  some  converaatMni  is  vfb- 1 
tion  to  the  powereof  a  judgeof  the  UnEted  SbMr 
to  jnne  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  Staira,  a- 
cept  ia  parlicultr  cases;  and  I  staled  to  yon  that  I 
if  yon  were  in  the  States,  you  would  nave  at 
rignt  to  interfere  In  the  manner  which  you  W 
attempted  here,  and  referred  you  to  the  lawi  ii  I 

If  this  waa  not  anapolt^,  I  know  not  wbtiik 
I  viewed  it  as  such,  ana  dismissed  you  aeeordiaflv 
ander  the  citation  by  wbtcb  you  were  farovgfai  Ir- 
fore  me  to  show  cause,  A«. 

I  Am,  sir,  with  due  respect,  yoius,  A«.. 

ANDHSW  JACKSON. 

ELi«es  Fkombhtin,  Esq.,  &c. 
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No.  3. 
BxenrnTB  0>th:e,- 

Pmrntoelt^  Jiijfutt  39, 1831. 
Major  Omen)  Andrew  JBcuon,  Ac,  wilb  cott- 
plimeDls  to  E.  Fromentin,  Esq.,  iBfoiniB  hltn  tUat, 
ID  iDokicg-  oYcr  ihe  tMmorandam  of  yetterdaf, 
the  word  "  reibal"  has  been  omitted  in  the  sBine. 
It  beiag  expressed  bf  you,  and  ODderstood  by  me, 
that  the  writing  issued  by  you,  styled  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  m  the  case  of  tbe  confinenieDl  of 
ColuDel  Jose  Calls  va,  for  contempt  of  my  jadicial 
orders  and  decree,  wb«  issuAi  by  you  on  the  verbal 
anplicHtioii  of  aandry  persoiw,  witfaont  petition  or 
affidavit  in  writing,  that  every  ibing  msy  appear 
as  it  was  trmMcted,  Colonel  Waltoa  waiia  upon 
Judge  FrMBCDliD  to  ask  kiai  to  lasert  in  the  said 
memorandum  the  word  "  Verbal,"  iu  tke  proper 
place. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Onmw  ^A»  FkridiU,  4«. 
S.  PaotHnYiM,  Esq.,  Jadfft,  ife. 

VsMAcOhM,  Bfjit.  3, 18S1. 

Iq  compliance  with  your  re<iuest  that  I  would 
explain  to  yon  my  nnder^  tan  ding  of  that  pan  of 
ihe  conversation  which  look  place  between  yonr 
fitcelleocy  and  Judge  From  en  tin,  upon  the  appear- 
ance of  Ihe  latter  before  |od,  agreeablf  to  citation, 
on  the  21ih  ultimo,  rclattve  to  these  points : 

Whether  Judge  Fromentin  did  or  did  not  say 
that,  had  he  been  aware  of  tbe  circumstances  of 
Colonel  Caflara'.'*  commitment,  he  would  not  bave 
issued  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  his  favor,  as 
he  bad  done?  and  whether  he  did  or  did  not  de- 
clare thai,  in  the  future  exercise  of  his  functions, 
he  woold  carefully  avoid  interfering  with  the  law- 
ful sobJFclsof  your  Eicellency's  jurisdiction? — 

1  have  the  honor  !□  state  as  follows;  Thai  1 
was  present  during  the  whole  of  the  conversation, 
and,  although  neither  a  retentive  memory  nor  a 
particular  attention  paid  at  the  time  to  the  words 
ttsed  fay  Judge  FromeDiin  warrant  me  In  referring 
to  them,  yet  the  impression  Which  remains  upon 
my  mind,  from  the  conversation  above  mentioned, 
is  clearly  this;  thai  Judge  Fromentin,  after  hear- 
ing the  act  of  Congress,  one  of  your  Excellency's 
EoramissioBs,  and  some  other  documents,  read, 
endeavored,  by  adducing  tbe  peculiar  circum- 
riances  under  which  the  writ  had  been  issued,  to 
:tfer  something  equivalent  to  an  apology  for  Ihe 
iourse  he  bftd  pOTsueJ,  and  gave  your  Eicellency 
listinctly  to  understand  that  he  was  determined 
lol  to  interfere,  in  future,  with  any  of  the  branches 
if  your  administration.    I  have,  ac. 

E.  A.  RUTLEDGfi. 

His  Ex'ey  AsnftEW  JACxaon, 
GomtWT  of  the  Florida*. 

No.  5. 

Pehsaoola,  &})(.  3, 1821. 
If  your  Eicellency  has  been  Bitoniibed  at  my 
etter,  I  inay  assure  your  Ezoelleney  that  I  have 


I  reading  you 
[  had  acted  haat 


.'Bowledge  that  I  had  acted  hastily,  withont  due 
<Hiaidemtiob,  and  withont  proper  informatioD  at 


Vo  the  facts  of  th«  case,  opoa  the  Importunities  of 
John  lanerarity,  and  some  other  Spiiaish  gentle' 
men  ;  and  that,  bad  1  been  apprized  that  Colond 
Callava  had  been  committed  by  you  for  conieoapt 
of  yoor  authority,  1  certainly  would  irot  have  ia- 
terlered!"  Never,  sir,  never)  My  blood  recoils 
alsucfa  astalemnt;  its  last  drop  will  Sow  before 
I  satearjbe  to  it.  Give  me  leave  to  put  your  Ex- 
cellency in  mind  that  you  began  the  coflversatkiii, 
and  1  could  scarcely  find  lime  to  place  a  word. 
Nor  did  you  kear  me  mention  Mr.  Innerarity's 
name,  nor  any  other  name,  until  your  Excellemy 
asked  me  who  were  the  persons  who  had  applied 
for  tliawrtt;  and  iben  1  mentioaed  Mr.  Innera- 
rity's name,  with  the  names  of  the  other  gentle- 
men who,  jointly  with  him,  had  applied  for  ii. 
The  conversation  then  turned  upon  the  verbal 
application  for  the  writ,  when  Dr.  Bronaugh  en- 
tered, and  reduced  ibet  part  of  it  to  writing.  The 
extent  of  your  powcic  was  tbe  next  topic,  and  you 
read  iha  act  of  Co^iess,  and  began  to  rnid  one  df 
your  BooHniisioDs  I  but  neither  then,  n<H  at  My 
Itoej  did  yoUr  Bxodleitcy  Inat  me  with  an  mi^tn 
ptruaat  of  your  seroal  commissioiis.  On  tbnt  oo- 
Baaion,as  onerery  other  preceding  oeoatioh,  when 
ovr  respective  powers  and  duliea  were  the  ml^Mit 
of  coDvenviion,  yoa  insisted  on  my  being  Mnfined 
to  the  twa  oaecs  auted  by  your  BxaeUeney;  and 
as  that  had  already  been  referred  to  the  President, 
it  was  unnecessary  for  me  to  insist. 

It  ia  most  aHuredl^  true  tliat  I  said  that  I  never 
bad  nor  ever  wonld  mterfere  with  your  autbotity, 
nor,  indeed,  air,  with  the  authority  of  any  other 
man.  Bat,  air,  does  it  follow  that  I  am  disposed 
to  surrender  the  snthoritjr  vested  in  me?  Assar- 
edly  not.  Legal  authority  is  one  thing;  illegal 
authority  is  another  thing.  Upon  that  We  di&r. 
A  higher  tribnnat  than  yours  or  mine  most  of 


ELIO.  FROMENTIN. 
His  Ex'cy  Gov.  AnnBCW  JavKsoir. 

No.  6. 
Pbnsacola,  S^ptemher  3,  ISai. 
Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  setobd 
note  of  this  day.  The  first  excited  my  astonish- 
ment, it  is  true)  but  the  second  my  indrgoatioa 
and  eoDtemplj  »r  I  did  net  suppose,  until  your 
note  now  before  me  furnished  the  oonclaaive  evi- 
dence, that  you  were  capable  of  stating  a  wilful 
and  deliberate  falsehood.  That  you  have  done  so 
in  your  note  of  this  evening,  I  do  assert,  as  the  en- 
clmed  certificates  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Bronaugh  (who 
waa  directed  by  me  to  pay  strict  attention  to  our 
conrersation)  and  Mr.  Rnuedge  fully  prove.  That 
y«u  bare  had  Mie  hardihood  to  deny  that,  when 
yoD  called  by  appointtnent  at  ray  house,  I  did  not 
send  for  oty  hook  to  the  office  containing  the  rec- 
ord of-my  commisgioDs  and  instructions,  and  that 
I  did  not  read  the  whole  to  you,  shows  that  you 
are  regardless  of  truth ;  and  in  this  I  do  pronounce 
that  you  have  stated  another  deliberate  falsehood. 
I  l^e  bardy  to  add,  that  I  recommend  to  yon 
to  keep  withm  your  legal  jurisdiction  and  powna. 
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Whilst  yoQ  do  thia,  all  f  oar  proeeedingi  will  be 
supported,  and  all  mf  aid  given  that  may  be  D«cei- 
BUjr  to  carry  theoi  into  enect.  But  when  you  at- 
tempt to  transcend  tliem,  and  interfere  with  my  le- 
gilimalc  powers,  recollect  the  admonition  1  vave 
you  when  before  me  on  the  34ih  ultimo,  and  at- 
tend lo  itj  or  you  will  be  treated  and  punished  as 
yoiimay  deserve.  TerardlesB  of  your  boasts  of  blood 
Bowing,  &c.,  wnicn  pass  by  me  as  the  fleeting 
breeze. 

Here,  sir,  on  this  subject,  onr  communication 
closes,  as  1  am  too  much  engaged  to  read  yonnt. 
1  am,  sir,  Ax. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

BLtaiDS  Frouehtin,  Esq. 

No.  7. 
Pensacola,  Sipttmitr  8, 1821. 

Sib:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  tbe 
honor  to  state  that  I  was  present  when  the  con- 
rersation  took  place  between  Judge  Fromentin 
and  yourself,  on  the  24th  ultimo,  on  the  sabjeetof 
his  having  issued  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the 
ease  of  Colonel  CallaTa,  and  that  I  paid  the  most 
particular  attention  to  every  thing  whioh  occurred 
on  that  occasion ;  and  that  yon  have  correctly 
stated  the  substance  of  that  conversation  in  a  let- 
ter of  this  dale,  which  I  copied,  addressed  to  Judge 
Fromentin. 

After  some  remarks  made  by  yoa  in  relation  to 
his  improper  and  indecorous  interferenoe  in  a  ease 
where  your  authority  had  been  attempted  to  beset 
at  defiance,  and  that,  too,  by  force  of  arms,  and, 
while  Hitting  in  your  judicial  capacity,  treated 
with  contempt,  Judge  Fromentin  did  acknowl- 
edge [hat  he  had  acted  hastily,  without  due  con- 
sideralion,  ada  without  a  proper  knowledge  of  the 
facts ;  that  he  had  issued  the  writ  of  baMas  cor- 
pus, having  been  urged  to  it  by  a  number  of  indi- 
viduals }  and,  being  requested  to  name  them,  men- 
tioned lonerarity.  La  Rua,  Brosoahan),  ana  some 
others;  and  declared,  had  he  been  informed  that 
you  had  committed  Colonel  Callava  for  contempt 
of  your  authority,  while  sitting  in  your  judicial 
capacity,  that  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  would 
not  have  been  issued  ;  and  that,  for  ibe  future,  he 
should  in  no  way  attempt  to  Interfere  with  your 
authority  or  powers.    I  am,  sir,  &c. 

J.  0.  BaONAUQH. 

His  Exo'y  Akdrrw  JACKsdM, 

Gowmor  of  tht  Flanda». 


Mr.  Bhrntntin  Co  tht  SterHary  of  SUUt, 

PmBJLCoi^fUfpttmbtr  6, 1821. 
Sir  :  Owing  to  the  departure  of  tbe  mail  from 
this  {dace  two  days  sooner  than  the  regular  mail 
day,  of  which  1  was  not  apprizdl  uniiT  this  eve- 
ning, I  am  very  reluctantly  compelled  to  post- 
pc»e  until  next,  week  sendiog  you  the  copies  of 
the  correspondence  between  General  Jackson  and 
myeelf  on  the  subject  of  his  most  atrocions  cal- 
umny. I  am  not  certain  that  there  has  not  been 
even  forgecy  in  tbn  bnsiness.    All  I  aak  is  a 


pension  of  opinion  until  I  may  be  heard;  wheoj 
pledge  myself  that  there  shall  not  remiJK  iIm 
leastdoubt  of  my  being  innocent  of  the  ciiottf 
apologisins  for  inuing  a  writ  of  habtai  nrpns. 

I  have  tne  honor  to  be,  &c. 

£LlO.  FROUENTIN. 

Hon-  J.  Q.  Adamb,  Sed'y  of  Stalt. 

VIII. 
Jvdge  Fhjmtntm  to  the  Seerttaryof  Siak. 
PxnsACOi^,  Stptemlnr  21,1821. 
Sir:  My  situation  and  the  situation  of  (biaHn- 
^  become  mote  and  more  desperate  enryji;. 
When,  after  receiving  my  commission,  m  ikt 
very  day  on  which  the  pretended  coonii  etwti 
created  by  General  Jackson  adlonnieii,  1  wrult 
you  that  things,  of  course,  woula  remain  u  Mi 
{uo  until  I  should  hear  further  from  yon,  Ins 
under  the  impression  that  the  court  woald  wt  ii 
again  for  three  months  to  come,  and  that  \i  moid 
be  as  easy  in  sis  weeks  from  the  time  wlien  I 
wrote,  when  I  eipecled  your  answer;  usi  op- 
posed, loo,  I  should  have  a  marshal  to  itmeij  lb 
evil  already  done,  with  the  co-operstian  of  Geur- 
al  Jackson  himself,  who,  I  believed  then,  hnsij 
mistook  the  nature  and  extent  of  hie  powtn,  m 
for  whaie  conviction  only  I  wauled  to htvfoiilui 
from  vou,  under  the  hope  of  being  able  thai  lo  le- 
pair  toe  mischief  with  as  little  scandal  aspDssitili: 
but  the  evil  is  making  every  day  such  npid  pro- 
gress, that  I  am  seriou&Iy  alarmed  at  iheiaoKiue 
number  of  suits,  both  civil  and  eriminil,i)luchin 
everyday  tried  here,  <»ni)nnini>i«iK«.  TbecomlT 
court  h«lds  adjourned  sessions  every  mocili;  mi 
the  General  is  engaged  in  hearing  triali  him^ 
mote  or  less,  every  day.  What  Sia  riewi  ue,! 
cannot  tell;  but  I  feel  serious  anxiety  whecliK 
him  from  the  bench,  which  he  has  u&arpedipn* 
ing  indiscriminately  into  his  service  truth  indio- 
trutfa,  fair  and  unfair.  No  Americaa  (mncli  hs 
one  who  once  had  such  a  reputation)  could  dire  o 
trust  bis  fame  of  honesty  and  sense  upon  the  piit 
lication  of  such  a  rhapsody  as  was  deliimd  ihi 
other  day  from  the  bencn  presided  by  Geaenl  Jtd- 
Eon,  and  published  in  the  Floridian  of  the  I5ih » 
slant,  under  the  head  of  "important  judicial  dt- 

I  Was  flattered  a  few  days  ago  with  the  hc^EJ 
being  able  at  last  to  make  an  e&brl  to  mit  tn  ai 
to  this  horrid  state  of  things.  A  Mt.  SaltoosuS 
called  upon  me  to  inform  me  that  he  had  bcm  >f 
pointed  a  deputy  marshal  by  Mr.  Forbes.  Btt 
unfortunately,  upon  an  examination  of  tbe  don- 
ments,  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  Forbei  to 
given  the  security  required  bv  law,  or  tak«  4< 
oath,  &c.;  so  that,  not  being  qualified  hinwl^" 
cannot  qualify  anybody  else.  I  reeomiDeDded  il' 
Saltonstall  immediately  to  write  to  Mr.  Furhi 
and  urge  him  to  comply  with  the  requisites  oTli' 
law,  and  send  me  duly  authenticated  copies  of  i^ 
whole,  accompanied  with  a  new  commiition  t< 
Mr.  Saltonstall.  When  this  will  arrive,  1  kH* 
not.  But,  upon  reflecimn,  what  will  itartil  * 
poblieoTiiM.inthepresentstataofthiBgi?  Ic 
exercise  no  jurisdiction.     The  portion  of  iti«*'°< 
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here  is  under  ibe  ocdff s  of  Geneiai  Jackson.  The 
poatt  eoititatvt  would  be  inefficieDl.  It  mv  life 
was  tbe  only  sacrifice  (a  be  risked,  the  law  should 
be  obeyed.  Bui,  under  our  goTetnmeni  of  laws 
and  freedom,  tbe  most  repotting  system  of  inquisi- 
tion prevails;  and  I  am  compeQeaio  desire,  as  pre- 
ferable to  what  exists  here  now,  eTen  the  despotism 
of  Algiers,  Tunis,  or  Morocco.  This  place  re- 
echoes with  the  most  outrageous  and  impious  vocif- 
eraiioDs,  aed  that,  too  from  a  place  called  a  bench 
of  justice,  against  every  body  who  will  dare  to  tjues- 
tiOD  tbe  supremacv  of  the  Government.  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  commissions  have  been,  or 
are  to  IwjSent  to  New  Orleans,  in  order  to  find  out, 
by  depositioDE  there,  the  name  of  the  writer  here 
^hose  description  of  the  scenes  which  have  taken 
place  at  Pensacola  does  not  exactly  lallv  with  the 
account  given  by  the  Qeneral  and  his  friends.  I 
write  to  you  with  a  rope  round  my  neck.  I  can 
afford  [»oteclion  to  nobody  here,  much  lees  lo  my- 
self.   I  have  the  honoi  to  be,  &e. 

aUG.  FROMENTIN. 
Hon.  J.  O.  Adahb,  AeVy  of  SMe. 


IX. 
Jidgt  Fronentin  to  the  Seeretary  of  Slate. 

pEKSACOLA,  October  28,  I82I. 
Sini  I  have  the  honor  to  send  vou,  enclosed, 
some  strtctuiea  upon  the  opinion  delivered  by  the 
Gouit  presided  by  General  Jackson,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of 
Vidal  M.  Inneraiity.  If  I  had  animadvaied  upon 
every  tbius  which  is  objectionable,  without  opin- 
ion/l  shomd  have  been  under  the  obligation  oi[ 
irriling  a  book.  I  attached  myself  only  to  a  few 
pnMninent  parts  of  such  gross  absurdity  and  per- 
versity as  neeessaiily  imposed  upon  me  the  duty 
of  a  lew  oluervations.  The  rest  is  so  very,  very 
despicable,  that  it  must  be  left  lo  refute  iiself. 

Tou  will  receive,  at  the  same  time,  an  extract 
from  some  more  copious  notes  which  I  have  taken 
to  answer  such  contingencies  as  future  event* 
may  possibly  create.  In  tbe  meantime,  this  ex- 
tract [oay  not  be  useless,  as  it  contains  some  more 
minute  details  of  tbe  motives  of  my  conduct  than 
J  bad  it  in  my  power  to  give  in  .the  hurry  in 
which  all  my  letters  to  you  giving  an  account  of 
tbe  trantactions  here  were  written,  immediately 
after  th^  had  taken  place. 

The  Uank  left  in  the  extract  I  send  is  filled  up 
ia  ibe  original  notes  by  a  narration,  in  all  its  es- 
sential pans,  similar  to  what  is  contained  in  my 
ioroier  letters,  and  which  1  deem  unnecessary  to 
repeat  here. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  declare  that,  had  I 
to  go  the  ame  ground  over  again,  I  would  again 
do  what  I  have  done.  More  than  two  months' 
reflection?  have  confirmed  me  in  the  coirecuess 
of  the  course  I  pursued.  I  am  desirous  of  tbe  ap- 
probation of  my  country ;  but  I  am  more  desirous 
3f  the  approbation  of  my  conscience  j  and,  turn 
tbing*  at  they  may,  1  have  secured  that  approba- 
lion. 

I7th  Con.  1st  Sbsh.— 76 


I  have  heard  yet  neither  from  the  marshal  nor 
from  the  attorney  of  tbe  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &,c. 

ELIGIUS  FROMENTIN. 
Hon-  J.  Q..  Aoaxs,  Ste'p  of  Suue. 

[extract.] 
There  is  to  he  observed  in  the  oouduet  of  every 
nan  a  motive  of  action,  which  may  be  called  ran- 
ical,  and  which,  when  correctly  asceiiained,  gives 
Eo  an  accurate  observer  the  key  of  actions  appa- 
rently not  to  be  .accounted  for  by  auy  known 
rules.  This  m  strongly  exemplified  in  the  con- 
duct of  General  Jackson.  From  the  moment  he 
was  appointed  Governor  of  the  Floridas,  be  seems 
to  have  been  entirety  overpowered  by  the  madly 
gratifying  belief  tbat  he  was  to  be  then  omnipo- 
tent. And,  indeed,  to  hear  him  speak,  and  to  test 
his  speeches  by  his  deeds,  one  would  be  apt  to 
ttunk  that  this  omnipotency  was  tbe  Hne  ^lui  non 
condition  of  his  condeseendiog  to  accept  of  the 
office.  Mr.  Brackenridge  told  me,  himself,  that 
the  General  was  raving  when  he  first  saw  the  list 
of  appointments  which  had  been  made  for  both 
the  Floridas.  Hts  reseotment  knew  no  bounds, 
and  ihe  gratification  at  his  own  appoiflment  was 
lost  for  a  while  Id  the  mortification  lie  experience 
at  the  non-appointment  by  the  President  of  itM 
characters  he  had  recommended  for  the  several 
offices  in  these  provinces.  He  accordingly  lost 
no  time  in  taking  such  steps  as  could  enable  him, 
when  tbe  ouporlUDiiy  should  offer,  and  when  ne- 
cessity, in  bis  opinion,  should  require  ii,  to  secure 
lo  himself  that  absolute  despotic  authority  for 
which  he  panted,  enttrelv  ^e(^a^dle.^s  of  that  por- 
tion of  autnority  vested  oy  Ihe  President  in  Ihe 
officers  who  were,  jointlv  with  him,  to  administer, 
in  its  several  brancnes,  the  Government  under  hia 
direction.  His  advisers  on  the  occasion,  he  him- 
self told  me,  were  H.  M.  Brackenridge  and  Abner 
L.  Duncan,  esquires — Abner  L.  Duncan,  the  friend 
and  adviser  ot  all  tbe  tyrants,  be  they  who  they 
may.  The  notorious  Abner  L.  Duncan,  Who,  in 
New  Orleans,  in  1807,  advised  General  Wilkin- 
son to  a  perjury,  was  pre-eminently  entitled  to 
become,  in  I8S1,  the  adviser  of  the  unconstitu- 
tional, iniquitous,  and  tyrannical  measureS'but  too 
faithfully  pursued  since  by  General  Jackson.        * 


I  had  been  informed  Itiat  the  county  court  created 
by  General  Jackson  was  to  meet  a^aiu  on  the  1st 
of  September,  and,  anticipating  the  fatal  conse- 
quences neceuarily  to  follow  from  the  suits  which 
were  to  be  tried  before  that  pretended  tribunal, 
without  any  lesal  jurisdiction,  not  only  for  the 
parlies  EhemseRes,  but  even  for  the  Judgea  and 
other  officers  of  the  court,  and  for  the  Qeneral 
himself,  (all  answerable  to  the  parties  in  danuwes,) 
I  had  determined  on  that  day  again  to  caD  on 
Geoerat  Jackson,  once  more  to  endeavor  to  open 
bis  eyes  to  the  impropriety  of  the  course  which  he 
had  adopted,  and  which  he  seemed  determined  to 
pursue.  The  [uvvention,  by  ail  possible  laeanB  in 
my  power,  of  a  concinuaoce  of  uaurpuioa  nrtf- 
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milt  with  go  maoy  irremediable  evils,  scsrcelrleft 
room  ID  my  miad  for  any  other  idea.  Unable  to 
•dmiDister  justice  my seli,  both  becaase  my  juris- 
dictioQ  was  DOt  aclmowledged,  and  because  the 
necesiury  officers  of  my  court,  through  whom  I 
might  bare  attempted  to  enforce  my  jurisdiction, 
had  not  arrived,  I  thought  il  my  most  imperatiTe 
duty,  imposed  by  my  commission,  to  neglect  no- 
thing at  least  that  could  put  a  stop  to  the  scanda- 
lous and  calamitous  usurpation  of  my  juiisdiciion. 
The  events  of  that  day  prevented  my  visiting  Gen- 
eral Jackson.  I  retired  early  to  my  house.  Id  the 
night  Colonel  Callava  is  anested  ;  the  next  da^  I 
issue  a  writ  of  liaheas  coTpw  upon  the  application 
of  some  of  bis  frien'ds;  the  General  re&ues  to  per- 
mit it  to  be  obeyed.  AH  at  once  the  volcano, 
Where  the  jarring  elements  of  an  overwhelming 
destruction  bad  been  for  some  time  working  in 
.silence,  makes  its  eruplion ;  the  General  sends  me 
lUs  celebrated  order  of  the  23d  of  August;  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Slates,  the  laws  of  Con- 
Sess,  the  commissions  of  the  President,  are  all 
impled  under  foot.  The  revolution  is  complete ; 
and  the  Jacksonian  *  Commonwealth,  which  till 
that  time  had  tried  to  worm  iiwlf  into  a  sort  of  a 
(niserable  hanging  life  on  the  walls  of  our  town, 
ie  actually  tpewea  into  existence. 

General  Jackson  has  now  crossed  the  Rubicon. 
The  counliy  was  invaded — conquered.  Whether 
'  <be  usurper  oe  a  foreigner  or  an  officer  of  the  Com- 
moDwealth,  does  not  alter  (he  question,  except  so 
fat  only  that,  in  the  present  instance,  it  makes  the 
usurper moreguilty.  TheBagoftheUaited  States, 
stiW  permitted  to  wave  here,  and  the  uniform  of 
(be  United  States,  still  worn  by  the  soldiers  of  the 
garrbion  under  the  orders  of  General  Jackson,  only 
add  the  crime  of  profanation  to  the  crime  of  usur- 
^tioD  of  the  tyrant.  But,  although  exercised  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States,  still  usurpation, 
:^lill  oppressioD,  gtill  tyranny,  still  terror,  still  Jack- 
lonism,  rule  uncontrolled  and  uncontrollable  over 
(bis  ill-fated  land. 

Su«ta  were  the  circumstSDces  in  which  I  found 


And  what  law?  And  by  what  judges,  and  under 
what  allspices,  was  the  application  of  that  law  to 
be  made?  I  confess  it,  I  nave  no  coutage  against 
the  haogman.  I  knew  that  resistance  was  vain, 
and  that  it  would  be  construed  as  rebellion,  and 
pntiaps  treason.  I  was  still  haunted  by  the  hope 
(hat,  possibly,  I  might,  by  going,  Gnd  an  opporio- 
aity  01  exhibiting  before  his  eyes,  in  glowing  colors, 
the  caiaroities  likely  to  result  to  the  people  of  this 
eountry,  whom  I  still  supposed  he  could  not  wish 
paluitonsly  to  oppress,  from  the  assumed  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  county  court  created  by  bim.  This 
hope  I  must  give  up  if  I  should  absolutely  refu.se 
»  go,  and  should  suffer  myself  to  be  dragged  there 
Ky force — the  onlyalicrDative  I  had  left;  and  yet, 
under  the  peculiar  eituatiun  in  which  I  was  placed, 
the  performance  of  that  duty  was  almost  the  only 


thing  for  me  to  do,  not 
in^  of  the  high  office  to  which  i  fasd  been  ip- 
poiDted,  not  for  the  fnriberance  of  my  own  rievi 
of  self-dignity  and  importance,  bni  for  ihe  good 
of  tbe  people,  in  the  best  possible  way-  io  which  1 
could  promote  it;  and  if  there  was  an  oecaaoa 
when  the  promotiob  of  tbat  good  called  for  an 
abrogation  of  self,  and  for  the  severe  aod  diffieuh 
obligation  of  fuMlling  a  hard  duty,  norwithsiand- 
ing  the  obloqny  which  its  performance  might  sob- 
iect  me  to,  this  indubitaoly  was  the  eccasjoo. 
Better,  however,  be,  than  appear  to  be  right.  In 
order,  then,  to  try  to  accomplish  mj  object,  I  en- 
desrot«d  to  steer  a  middle  come.  I  did  ml  go,  in 
compliance  with  the  order  of  General  Jackson, on 
the  day  or  on  the  hour  appointed  hy  him,  sore  as 
I  was  that  I  could  ohlain  nothing  from  him  when 
aurronnded  by  a  crowd.  But  the  next  day  I  d^ 
lermined  to  go  at  a  time  when,  not  be in^  expected, 
I  hoped  I  might  find  him  ahioe.  Vain  hopr!  I 
ought  to  have  recollected  tbat  the  shark  is  nern 
to  he  met  with  aneccompanied  by  its  pilots. 

But  is  it  true  that,  oorreot  as  my  laotivea  and 
right  as  my  conduct  may  be.  still  it  woaia  tbe  ap- 
pearance of  weakness  1  Wnat  I  the  Doan  who  ii- 
aued  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  the  case  of  Col- 
onel Callava  is  a  weak  man !  The  man  who 
entered  the  den  of  tbe  ferocious  Ja^son  with  a 
determination,  and  who,  in  this  most  unequal  cmi- 
flict,  did  maintain  all  his  rights,  is  a  weak  man ! 
The  man  who,  being  informed,  after  laore  tlun  a 
week,  of  the  calumnies  circulated  against  htm  by 
the  millions  of  Jackson,  applies  to  faim  for  a 
prompt  denial  of  the  charges,  is  a  weak  man. 
The  manVrbo,  struggling  alone  agsinst  a  ino!t 
unrelenting  despotism  for  more  than  two  moaths, 
has  borne  with  Vcoraing  etjuanimity  the  (to  him] 
honorable  neglect  of  the  men  in  nmce  io  Pnisa- 
cola,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  each  or  whom, 
in  the  days  of  Jacksonian  terrorism,  strove  to  man- 
ifeil  his  guilty  zeal  by  becomin?  the  willing  ex- 
ecutors (my  ignorance  had  nearly  betrayed  me  in 
writing  the  willing  executioners)  of  the  arfaitntT 
will  of  their  master,  is  a  weak  man  !  Tbe  man. 
who,  withoDi  the  assistance  of  any  of  tbe  offieeis 
of  his  court,  in  a  small  town  where  there  eould 
exist  not  even  tbe  protection  of  a  public  opinion; 
where  none  were  to  he  seen  but  oppmnors  and 
oppressed;  whose  silent  and  impotent  pity  wa; 
the  only  comfort  to  be  expected;  and  that  town. 
too,  at  such  a  distance  from  the  seat  of  GhiTen- 
ment,  that,  the  possibility  of  preventing'  eril  faeiag 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  he  was  feft  -with  no 
other  but  the  desperate  resource  that  possiUj  ibo!« 
evils  might  be  revenged — the  man,  I  F&y,  who. 
thus  situated,  notwithstanding  he  i.s  infarmed  d 
the  steps  daily  taken  by  the  tyrant,  by  illegaUy. 
and  I  might  say  inquisitorially,Bcrewing'witoeme< 
to  find  a  pretence  to  accuse  and  deatroy  bim,  sadl 
remains  at  the  post  assigned  to  him  by  his  coo- 
mission,  unprotected- but  by  bis  courage  and  tb 
strength  he  derives  from  a  steady  adhereiicr  if 
what  he  deems  bis  duty — tbat  man  is  «  Weak 
man  !  Well,  be  it  so ;  my  opponmts  ara  aaielmjit 
to  the  reputation  of  courage,  most  noUy  maai- 
fesled  in  their  unanimous  support  of  the  maOT 
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acu  of  opprCBsioo  and  lyraony  of  their  apoatle,  in 
Ibe  nerifiee  they  have  made  of  iheir  own  sense  of 
righl  and  wroDf ,  of  their  nadentaDding,  of  their 
probilf,  of  their  virtue,  of  their  independeoce,  and, 
u  fat  as  their  influence  could  ffo,  (not  far,  thank 
God  I)  of  the  independence  of  tBeir  country,  at  the 
sbrine  of  their  idol.  Each  and  all  of  these  sacri- 
flces  required,  indeed,  a  coarage  which  I  did  not 
pooess.  Most  noble,  thrice  noble,  hish-minded 
repablicans ;  brare,  geaerotn,  ondaanted  freemen ; 
woo  have  had  the  courage  (a  rare  coarage  in 
America,  I  hope,)  of  dancing  bj  the  sound  of  the 
miKic  of  their  chains ;  of  ringing  a  whoU'  night 
Ihoae  chains  in  the  ears  of  thetr  iiiaater--a  MweeE 
musicin  theearsof  a  tyrant;  of  offering  up  liba- 
tion after  libation  in  hoaor  of  their  deity. 

Indignation  recoilo  with  horror  at  such  prosti- 
tniioo.  Thus,  sfler  Nero  bad  asiassioated  his 
mother,  be  was  called  the  saviour  of  Rome ;  (he 
brsTs  of  the  day  ran  to  ki«s  hit  [»rricidal  hand, 
mad  sll  the  people  flocked  to  their  templet  to  re- 
turn thanks  to  their  gode, 

I  am  not  onwillin^  to  admit  that,  in  the  num- 
ber of  persons  who  joined  in  the  dmner  intended 
M  a  homage  to  Oeneral  Jackson,  there  are  some 
who  enjoy,  and  probably  deservedly,  a  repntiiion 
of  honesty.  Siill  it  is  beyond  my  weak  under- 
standing to  comprehend  that  (to  make  nse  of  the 
most  indulgent  eipressions)  indifference  for  injm- 
tiee  is  not  bordering  upon  cowardice  and  treason  ; 
slill  I  eannot  believe  that  it  is  not  the  duty  of 
ererjr  honest  American  to  oppose  and  resist  op- 
pretsioD,,to  execrate  and  unmask  tyranny;  and  I 
sever  can  be  made  (o  subscribe  to  the  suicidal 
doctrine  of  an  unhBllowed  alliance  between  alle- 
gtknce  and  oiiirpaiion,  any  more  than  to  the 
connCryeidal  right  claimed  by  some,  of  remain- 
ing neutral  between  them. 

Be  it  recollected  that  this  man,  still  reeking  with 
the  blood  of  his  victims,  had  snatched  from  me  ihe 
aword  of  ibe  law — Ibe  last  outrage  of  despotism ; 
imuingoo  the  garb  of  justice  the  belter  to  disgaiie 
Its  tyranny.  It  ia  an  abuse  of  words  to  contend 
thait  by  going  to  his  office  under  those  cireum- 
smtioes  Irecogniud  his  jarisdiclion  over  me.  As 
^«ll  migbt  it  be  said  that  travellers  yiddiDg  to  | 
superior  force  recognise  the  Iwality  of  the  autlio- 
rity  of  tfae  highway  robbers  by  whom  they  have 
bam  plundered.  This  is  not  Ihe  case  of  a  man 
abasii^  a  power  legal  ia  itself  for  the  purpose  of 
committing  an  illegal  act  in  a  OoTernment  in  other 
respects  regnlar.  This  is  the  case  of  an  entire 
subvertioD  of  the  ^vemment  prescribed  by  the 
Oongress  of  the  United  Stales  for  these  provinces. 
1'liis  is  the  uaurnation  of  a  man  who  recognises 
no  aatboriiy  but  his  ow^;  and  ibis  autbority  has 
no  limits  but  such  as  his  rage,  sometimes  perhaps 
■virearv,  bat  never  satiated,  prescribes  to  him. 

Wnal  military  chief,  what  executive  officer, 
before  Oeneral  Jackson,  ever  dared  to  refuse  to 
acknowledge  the  antbority  of  the  judges,  whose 
■xnandate  they  lomeiimes  have  refnsed  to  obeyl 
What  military  chief,  before  General  Jackson,  ever 
d«red  to  aaiume  the  autboritr  of  those  very  jodzes, 
a.nd  toelaim  the  right  of  judging  hb  judge?  The 
a-buaea  of  which  ttose  military  chiel's,  in  a  well- 


regnlated  community,  oonld  make  ibemadves 
guilty,  had  limits,  the  extent  of  which  might  be 
calculated  beforehand.  Bnt  who  will  be  bold 
enough  to  assign  limits  to  tfae  crimes  of  which 
Oeneial  Jackson  may  render  himself  guilty? 

Whenever  a  military  chief  acted  the  tyrant  in 
the  United  States  anterior  to  the  tyranny  exereiMd 
here  by  General  Jackson,  there  existed  nn  indo- 
pendent  population,  which  secured  an  independent 
jury.  But  here,  under  General  Jackson,  there  are 
mdependent  jodges !  Thtn  was  a  bar,  the  ffrealer 
number  of  the  members  of  which,  if  not  all,  were 
independent.    But  here! — 

Tnii  mention  of  the  bar  leads  me  naturally  to  a 
■ingle  reflection  upon  the  conduct  pursued  here, 
with  respect  to  me.  by  persona  calling  ibemselves 
(by  what  right  I  know  not)  members  of  the  bar 
of  Pensaoola.  Who  tbey  are,  with  the  exeeptitm 
of  one  only,  with  whom  1  have  been  long  ac- 
quainted, f  inow  not.  One  of  them,  namnl  H. 
Bigelow,  the  man  who,  I  am  informed,  wrote  and 
caased  lo  be  si^ed  the  petition  to  the  President, 
has  lately  become  one  of  a  band  of  strolling  players, 
and  has  left  the  ootmtry.  What  that  man  is  can 
easily  be  aMertained  by  that  hot  alone.  What 
(he  others  are,  (not  to  (ravel  out  of  the  record,)  ia, 
1  think,  abundantly  made  out  by  their  own  cob- 
dnct  towards  mt;  and  I  mi^bt  say  towards  tbem- 
Mlres,  if  they  have  any  self-rwpeet.  Strange  as 
it  may  appesr,  It  ie  oevcrtbdess  ttne,  that  those 
men,  (I  speak  of  those  who  signed  the  t^tition,) 
one  and  all^  have  ackoowledgM  and  maintained 
the  authority  of  Oeneral  Jackson  in  these  pro- 
viacesasthesopreme  jodgeof  iheland;  that  ihey 
have  argued  causes  before  him,  and  before  (he 
court  crea(ed  by  him;  that  (he  mos(  absurd  pre- 
tensions, the  most  extravagant  doctrines,  by  which 
theyconoeived  the  supremacy  of  (heir  patron  eonid 
be  supported,  have  been  zealously  maintained  by 
them;  that  they,  one  and  all,  coodnnned  me  for 
issuing  the  writ  of  Acfans  ecrpu*  in  the  case  of 
Colonel  Call ar a.  Supposing,  then,  that  tbey  were 
determined  upon  lodging  a  complaint  against  me, 
one  would  have  believed  that  tbey  should  have 
denounced  me  for  issuing  >he  writ.  Not  at  all. 
Oeneral  Jaekson  (akes  thai  part  of  the  business 
upon  himndf  His  faithful  auxiliaries,  persnaded 
that  it  is  belter  lo  bave  two  strings  to  their  bow, 
imagine  another  crimen  and,  apprebenrive  lest  t 
may  not  be  crashed  by  the  accumtion  of  usurpa- 
tion, regnrdless  of  (he  reproach  of  disgtaoeftti  ia- 
eoDsiii(enov  lo  which  they  make  (hemselvee  liaUe, 
(hey  wheel  about  and  admit,  but  only  to  answer 
their  nefarious  intentions,  (ready,  after  accott- 
ptishing  their  guilty  purpose,  lo  return  to  their 
former  idolatry,)  (bat  the  judicial  authority  was 
actually  vested  m  me,  in  order  to  accuse  me  of 
having  aekaowledged,  as  they  say,  that  I  had  no 
right  to  issue  (be  Writ  in  question.  What  pre- 
dominates in  such  conduct,  whether  knavery  or 
■lupidity,  1  am  at  a  loss  to  determine. 

S67IM  itridvrM  on  a  doatmeiU  piMi^ied  in  At  Fiori- 
dion,  at  Pauaeola,  <m  the  t5(A  of  StpUviber,  1821, 
under  the  &tad  of  "  ijaportatU  jvdidai  decUion." 
The  pretended  important  judicial  deeialonwkiek 
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u  tbe  subject  of  ihe  fullowing  stricture*,  baviiiK 
becD  delivered  from  the  bench  bj  a  pretended 
COUTI,  of  whicb  General  Jackson  wai  president,  I 
h»Te  inserted  eveiy  where  the  oame  of  General 
Jackson  instead  of  tbe  word  "court." 

I  pass  by  unnoticed  the  long  introduction,  and 
what  is  given  as  the  argument  of  counsel,  in  or- 
der to  come  at  once  to  the  reasoning  of  General 
Jackson. 

He  first  refers  to  an  act  of  Congress  enlilled 
"  An  act  to  carry  into  eflect  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,"  which  says  "that 
all  the  military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers  exer- 
cised by  the  officers  of  tbe  existing  GoTemment 
■hall  be  vested  in  snch  person  and  persons,  and 
sliall  be  exercised  in  suen  manner,  as  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates  shall  direct;''  and  he 
logically  concludes,  from  the  words  of  the  act, 
"  vested  in  such  person  and  persona,"  that,  of 
course,  all  the  military,  civil,  and  judicial  powers 
■re  vested  in  one  person.  In  support  of  this  posi- 
tion he  reads  one  of  his  commissions,  in  perfect 
conformity  with  the  law.  According  to  the  words 
of  that  commission,  the  powers  and  authority 
given  are  to  be  exercised  "  under  -snch  circum- 
■laoces  as  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  pre- 
scribed to  him  by  the  instructions  of  the  President, 
and  by  law."  What  the  instructions  of  Ihe  Presi- 
dent were,  1,  of  course,  do  not  know  i  but  that 
those  instructions  tally  perfectly  with  the  law,  I 
do  not  doubt ;  and  what  the  law  is,  we  have  al- 
ready seen.  The  whole  of  the  powers  cannot  be 
accumulated  on  the  same  head.  They  are  to  be 
divided;  they  are  to  be  vested  in  snch  person  and 
penons,  &,c. 

Now,  to  what  powers  and  authority  do  tbe  law 
and  the  commission  given  by  the  President  refnl 
No  doubt  to  those  in  existence  at  the  time  the  law 
was  passed,  on  the  3d  March,  1821.  And  what 
were  the  powers  and  authority  exercised  by  the 
officers  of  tbe  existing  Government  of  the  Flori- 
idas  on  the  3d  March,  1821,  and  likewise  at  the 
time  of  delivery  of  the  country  to  the  United 
Slates?  Undoubtedly,  the  powers  and  authoritv 
arising  under  the  laws  originating  in  the  Spanish 
constiiation.  "  There  is  no  supulaiion  in  the 
treaty,"  says  General  Jackson,  "  that  the  sover- 
eignty of  Spain  over  (be  Florida^  should  continue 
in  force  one  mommtafter  the  signingof  the  treaty, 
anM  certainly  not  atler  the  time  limited  by  it  for 
its  ratification.  lo  morals  and  good  faith,  the 
uvereigaty  was  from  that  time  in  the  United 
Stales  dt  jwet,  and  Spain  had  ooly  tbe  govern- 
sent  de  fitdo." 

What  the  General  means  here,  1  confess  I  do 
ihM  v^y  clearly  understand.  Does  he  mean  to 
say  that,  from  the  22d  day  of  February,  1810,  to 
the  17tb  day  of  July,  1821,  when  West  Florida 
was  tajken  possession  of  by  the  United  Slates,  no 
law  made  by  the  proper  authority  in  Spain  for  the 
government  of  the  Floridas  could  be  enforced  in 
tne  Floridas?  Tiiis  ia  quite  a  new  doctrine;  am' 
if  any  thing  can  be  more  surprising  still  than  thi 
doctrme  itself,  it  is  the  manner  in  which  it  is  at 
tempted  to  be  supported.  Granting,  for  tbe  sake 
of  argument,  that  the  soverei^ty,  from  the  time 


of  signing  the  treaty,  was  de  jitn  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  Spain  bad  only  the  gorenkment 
dt  JaOo :  is  General  Jackson  now  to  leara  that  the 
authority  which  exercises  the  govemmmt  dtfiuU 
has  a  right  to  enact  and  to  enforce  laws  for  the 
country  over  which  it  exereises  that  govcmmeBt 
de  /aao7  The  United  States  claim  the  sove^ 
eignty  in  virtue  of  a  treaty,  not  only  Rignnl,  hot 
duly  ratified.over  all  that  portion  of  West  Florida 
west  of  the  Perdido,  from  1803  till  1S13.  Was  it 
ever  contended  that  the  Spanish  laws  enacted 
during  that  lonir  period,  which  were  applicable  to 
that  portion  of  West  Florida,  ongbt  not  to  hare 
obtained  in  that  country,  as  long  as  that  eoDBUy 
remaineif  imdet  the  government  of  Spain  ds/odo, 
vitbetanding  the  government  de  jvte  had  been 
ten  years  vested  in  the  United  States? 
The  act  of  Consress  to  carry  into  e&ct  the 
treaty,"  says  den  era!  Jackson,  "has  relation  back 
'  that  lime,  as  is  fully  expressed  in  the  ratifica- 
_jn  not  only  of  Spain  but  the  United  States ;  and 
the  United  States  are  only  bound  to  maiatain  tbe 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  country  in  the  eqjoymeBt 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  rdigioa." 

How  the  act  of  Congress  has  rdation  bock  to 
the  time  of  signing  tbe  treaty,  except  by  refema^ 
to  the  date  at  which  it  was  eigued  tor  an  identifr 
cation  of  the  instrument,  1  know  not  The  King 
of  Spain,  in  the  ratification  made  by  him,  mon 
than  fourteen  months  after  it  ought  to  hare  been 
ratified  according  to  the  16lh  article  of  the  treaty, 
was  obliged  to  slate,  as  he  does,  that  "  the  prtsoit 
ratification  shonld  De  as  valid  and  firm,  and  pso- 
duce  ihe  same  eBects,  as  if  ii  had  been  done  witfaia 
the  determined  period."  But  what  were  tbe  effecB 
here  allnded  to  to  be  produced?  Indubitably,  the 
cession  of  the  country  to  tbe  United  Stalea,  nndcr 
the  clauses  and  conditions  originally  stipalalcd  ia 
the  treaty. 

But  does  the  General  mean  that  this  late  tvA- 
cation  must  now  have  tbe  effect  of  preventtitg  ike 
introduction  in  Ihe  Floridas  of  any  law  caacHd 
by  Spain  posterior  to  the  time  when  th«  treaty 
ought  to  have  been  ratified  by  Spaiti,  after  tibcat 
laws  had  been  actually  iniroduoed  in  tbe  Pkri- 
das  ?  Or  does  he  mean  that  it  must  have  the 
effect  of  having  possession  delivered  to  tbe  Uaited 
Stales  on  the  22d  of  August,  181B,althoafb  actnl 
'  >n  was  not  delivned  until  the  17th  Jidy, 
This  last  position  is  more  glaiiftgly  as- 
surd,  bui  not  more  so  in  reality,  ifaaa  me  first 
The  General  may  make  his  choice.  Bat,  if  hit 
sentence  has  any  meaning  at  all,  1  cannot  gacas 
at  any  other  it  cap  have. 

Genera)  Jackson  goes  next  into  a  long  bistcey 
to  prove  that  the  eonttiiutian  of  Spain  ia  not  ia 
force  in  this  country.  If  the  General  menna  ttai 
tbe  Spanish  constiiucion,  as  a  {ralitical  nik  «f 
government,  is  not  now  in  force  in  this  coantry, 
nobody  will  pretend  lo  advance  any  tbiiw  to  the 
contrary  ;  but  if  he  means  to  assert  that  t£e  law) 
inirodnced  under  the  Spanish  conatilutMO,  as  leaf 
as  Ihe  Floridas  remained  under  the  Goveramrt 
of  Spain,  were  not  introduced  in  tbe  Floridas,  m 
person  in  his  senses  can  give  assent  toaeeh  a  pttp- 
osilion.    Everybody  in  the  United  States  fcaow 
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Ihtt,  nder  the  cxpintian  of  the  time  within  which 
the  Ireatr  wsi  lo  have  beea  raCided,  to  wit,  after 
the  22d  day  of  Aagust,  1819,  no  alteration  what- 
ever could  have  beeo  made  by  the  Spanish  GoT- 
eromeDt  in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  two 
Floridas.    Did  not  the  right  of  Spain  to  legislate 
agaio  for  those  two  provinces  revive  afler  the  33d 
day  of  Angost,  1819,  when  the  treaty  ceased  in 
feet  to  have  any  existence  at  all,  no  matter  by 
whoseact  thisnon-eztstence  wasproducedl    Can 
it  be  conlendq]  that,  when  there  was  no  longer 
any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States 
to  lecetre  the  Floiidos  on  the  conditions  stipu- 
kted  in  a  treaty  which  had  ceased  to  be  bind- 
ing upon  them,  the  two  Floridas  were  to  remain 
without  any  Oovemment  at  all  t  or  with  a  Gov- 
ernment entirely  at  variance  with  the  form  of 
f^vemment  devised  by  the  Cortes  for  the  Span- 
ish empire,  of  which  the  Floridas  were  a  )»rt? 
General  Jackaon  acknowledges  that  the  treaty 
was  ratified  by  Ferdinand  VII.  by  the  consent 
and  authority  of  the  General  Cortes  of  the  na- 
tion, reqnisite  but  for  that  clause  of  the  Sjtan- 
ish  Constitution,  which,  prohibits  the  Kins  of 
Spain,  without  the  consent  of  the  Cortes,  from 
alienating,  transferrine,  or  exchanging  any  i^o- 
Tinee,  city,  town,  viluge,  or  indeed  any  portion 
whatever,  be  it  ever  so  small,  of  the  Spanish  ter- 
ritory?  And  am  I  to  be  told  that  when  the  Cortes 
SLgreed  to  the  alienation  of  the  two  provinces  of 
ETlDtida  by  the  King  of  Spaio,  in  favor  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  the  constitution,  in  virtue  of  which  the 
alienation  Ipok  place,  was  not  in  force  in  the  ceded 
territories,  which  had  uniformly  acknowledged  and 
submitted  to  the  several  forms  of  government  of 
Spain  during  the  long  protracted  conflict  for  au- 
thority in  that  distracted  kingdom'!    Am  I  to  he 
totd  that  the  Cortes  stipulated  that  the  inhabitants 
of  Florida,  in  order  to  make  them  more  acceptable 
to  the  United  Slates,  should,  previous  to  the  ces- 
sion of  the  country,  be  politically  emasculated, 
that  they  should  be  disfranchised  of  alt  the  rights 
Trhich  had  been  secured  to  them  by  the  S^nish 
constitution,  and  delivered  over  to  the  United 
States,  hound  hand  and  foot,  loaded  with  chains 
and  fetters?     Am  I  to  be  told  that  the  United 
States  themselves,  in  giving  their  agreement  to 
the  cession  to  themselves  of  the  coantry,  under  the 
clause  that  the  ratification  on  the  pan  of  Spain 
"should  be  as  valid  and  firm,  and  produce  the 
same  effects,  as  if  it  had  been  done  within  the  de- 
termiDed  period."  eiulted  in  the  triumphant  idea 
that,  atthouKh  the  people  of  the  Floridas  had  been 
emancipated  in  the  intermediate  time,  still  they 
mi^bt  receive  and  treat  them  as  slavesj  that  they 
insisted,  as  an  indispensable  preparation  for  the 
admission  of  the  Floridians  into  the  grand  family 
of  American  freemen,  that  they  should  first  re- 
assume  the  disgraceful    badges  of   the  slavery 
vrhich   they  had  thrown  off?      Such   an  idea 
eould  not  germinate  but  in  the  head  of  a  Jackson 
— I  sboold  have  said  in  the  heart,  if  a  Jackaon 
bad  a  heart. 

But  General  Jackson  does  not  confine  himself 
to  reasoning  on  the  snbjecL  He  likewise  states 
facts  in  support  of  his  opinion.    Hear  him: 


"  The  constitution  of  the  Cortes,"  says  Oenaal 
Jackson,  "was  only  promulgated  in  the  island  of 
Cuba  some  time  in  the  month  of  January,  1821, 
about  three  months  after  Spain  had  parted  with 
the  sovereignty  of  the  Floridas;  and  it  it  was  ever 
promulgate  in  these  provinces  it  must  have  been 
after  that  time,  and  loDg  since  Ferdinand  VII.,  in 
ratifying  the  treaty  by  the  consent  and  authority 
of  the  General  Cortes  of  the  nation,  had  parted 
with  the  sovereignty." 

A  bold  assertion  this,  indeed  I  and  which  I  should 
not  hare  expected  even  from  General  Jackson  I 
It  is  the  first,  I  am  sure,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  the 
last  time,  when  an  American  judve,  whether  ds 
jvrt  or  dt  faeto,  shall  have  stated  Rom  the  bench 
facts  positively  the  reverse  of  truth,  and  the  fal- 
sity of  which  was  known  to  him.  For  myself,  I 
bad  repeatedly  put  him  in  mind  of  the  lime  at 
which  the  Spanish  constitution  was  sworn  to,  both 
in  Havana  and  in  Pensaeola.  What!  in  the  hear- 
ing of  the  American  people,  an  American  judge 
dare  to  assert  from  the  bench,  that  it  was  only  ut 
the  month  of  January,  1B31,  that  the  constitution 
of  the  Cortes  was  promulgated  in  the  island  of 
Cuba,  when,  by  a  rderence  to  all  the  public  papets 
of  the  day  in  the  United  States.lt  will  be  found 
that  it  was  promnlsated  in  the  Havana  on  the  16th 
of  April,  1830?  The  same  constitution  was  duly 
promulgated  and  sworn  to  in  Pensaeola,  in  the 
midst  of  rejoicings  and  illu  mi  nations,  which  lasted 
from  the  26ih  to  the  39th  of  May,  1830.  I  have 
in  my  possession  the  procllmation  of  the  Spanish 
constttntion  in  the  Havana,  and  an  official  copy 
of  the  oath  administered  here  in  Pensaeola,  to 
Governor  CalUva,  on  the  a6ih  of  May,  1820,  when 
the  Spanish  constitution  was  promulgated  here. 
Hundreds  were  ready  to  give  testimony  on  these 
facts  at  the  trial  in  which  this  opinion  was  dellr- 
eredi  but  every  avplieation*to  introduce  testimony 
on  that  subject  was  overruled;  and  in  the  hearing 
of  thousands  in  Pensaeola,  who  witnessed  the  cel- 
ebration of  that  event  on  the  days  above  staled, 
an  American  judge  dares  to  assert  from  the  bench, 
that,  if  the  Spanish  constitution  was  ever  promul- 
gated in  Pensaeola,  It  must  have  been  after  the 
month  of  January,  1821.  Ezpreuions  are  want- 
ing to  characterize  such  proceedings.  Let  us  throw 
a  veil  over  them.  But  what  veil,  of  sufficiently 
impenetrable  materials,  can  completely  conceal 
from  the  public  eye  the  turpitude  of  the  unwar^ 
rantaUe  assertion?  And  if  it  be  not  cami^etely 
coocealed,whatmotintainsuffieienilyhigh  will  the 
perpetrator  of  the  unheard-of  deed  call  upon  to  ftll 
upon  him,  to  hide  him,  to  cover  him,  to  protect 
him  from  the  indignant  wrath  of  the  offendedim^ 
jesty  of  the  American  peoide? 

Shocking,  however,  as  the  above  is.  still  1  wish 
the  evidmce  against  the  usurper  could  stop  here.' ' 
But  what  are  we  to  think,  what  are  we  to  say, 
when,  in  addition  to  the  above,  notwithstanding 
the  many  attempts  at  reasoning  the  Spanish  laws 
under  the  constitution  out  of  existence  in  the 
Floridas;  notwithsunding  the  positive  assertion 
that  the  laws  under  the  Spanish  constitntion  are 
not  iu  force  here,  we  find  that  General  Jackson 
himself  has  acknowledged  that  those  verr  laws 
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were  IB  foroe  bere,  and  has  made  Bj^intments  to 
offiow  created  by  that  ywj  eoiulilutioD  7  Under 
-what  authority  but  under  the  authority  deiired 
from  th«  Spanish  couBtitutioa  has  Qeaerat  Jack- 
MD  appoitited  in  Peniacola  a  mayor  and  alder- 
men? Udder  what  Bathority  but  under  the  an- 
tborily  derived  from  the  Spaniih  conatitutioD  hai 
QcBeral  Jackion  an  alcalde,  and  that  alcalde,  too, 
(Mr.  Bracken  ridge.)  tbe  very  cbampJon  who,  in 
support  of  General  Jackson's  doctrine,  contenda 
that  tha  Spanish  conBtiiution  was  nerer  promul- 
guied  until  Spain  had  parted  with  tbe  soTereifniy 
of  ilie  coantry  ?  By  referring  to  the  dale  of  the 
comnissions  of  hit  predecessors  ia  that  office,  Mr. 
Brackenridge  might  have  ascertained  rery  easily 
irben  the  old  form  of  goferamrnt,  and  When  the 
Spanish  constitution  in  Pensacola,  ceased.  The 
(till  now)  pure  white  mantle  of  iiutioe  would 
shine  still  ia  all  its  lustra.  It  would  not  be,  as  it 
now  is,  sullied  by  a  stain — and  what  a  stain! 

The  last  atgnment  of  Qenetal  Jaokson  squares 
admirably  with  all  that  precedea.  He  grants  that 
tbe  President  has  appointed  a  judge  for  West 
Florida  ;  but,  says  he,  the  judge  is  expressly  re- 
quired, by  instroctions  contamtd  in  his  oommis- 
sioi.  to  consider himi^  a>  governed  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  Woadcrful  diseonrj,  in- 
deed! And  what  judge  of  the  United  Slates 
(except,  however,  Cfeaeral  Jacktoo,  who  is  to  be 
governed  by  no  law)  is  not  governed  br  the  laws 
at  the  Uoiied  States  1  la  not  the  act  of  Congieaa 
to  eury  into  efEect  tht  treaty  between  tbe  United 
States  and  Spain,  under  whieh  the  indge  is  ap- 
pointed, a  law  of  the  United  States?  and,  under 


to  all  civil  and  criminal  matters  arising  under  the 
^eaenl  provistons  of  that  law,  as  well  as  with  the 
joiisdiotion  specially  given  in  tbe  same  act,  in  til 
cafce  of  revenue  and  of  importation  of  people  of 
color  t 

The  judge  (says  again  the  General)  must  show 
the  instructions  he  may  have  from  tbe  Presideal 
of  the  United  Siatea.  The  judge  is  not  bound  to 
show  any  inetraetiontL     The  instmctionB  of  a 

J'udge  ate  to  be  looked  for  in  his  coravisaion. 
lut,  in  the  present  ease,  Cieaeral  Jaekaon  has  not 
even  the  miserable  nsource  of  screening  himself 
behind  this  feeble  intrencbment.  The  judie 
showed  to  Qeneral  Jackson  the  letter  which  be 
leceived  from  the  Secretary  of  State  at  the  saae 
time  with  bis  oommisston  ;  and  what  follows  is 
IB  extract  from  that  letter : 

"  It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  repair  with  all 
i)Qfivenienl  despatch  to  Pensacola,  to  enter  upon 
the  il-<iies  of  the  office,  thae  bemg  nason  to  be- 
lieve  that  the  Spaniah  authorities  will  have  de- 
livered over  the  actual  posaessioB  of  both  the 
Floridas  to  Geiwral  Jackson  before  this  comini*- 
sion  reaches  you ;  and,  towards  the  orgaBizatioa 
of  the  temporary  government  under  his  direction, 
it  may  be  important  that  the  judiciary  department 
should  be  put  into  operatioin  immediately." 

Could  any  iostrucitoas  connected  with  the  com- 
Btissioa  of  a  judge  be  more  positive,  if  a  settled 
plan  of  usurpation  had  not  prerionuy  been  Sxed 


upon  1    Here  I  stop ;  yet,  before  1  part  withOca- 
erat  Jackson,  let  me  heave  a  sigh — a  heavy  ifb. 


Copn  of  a  UUerfivm  (Ae'&mtory  of  StaU  to  Eligiv 

fVommttn,  datid 

Defabtmbnt  or  State, 

WaiUtigbm,  Od.S6,lSai. 

8m:  I  have  had  the  honor  of  rpcdviag  jour 
letters  of  the  20th,  SWi,  ttnd  28(h  Ai^ml,6(i^ 
8th,  and  2lBt  September,  widi  their  reifNciin  n- 
clotures;  all  of  whieh  have  been  submitted  lo  ite 
President  of  the  United  States. 

I  am  directed  by  him  to  inform  yon  thUtbeUn 
of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  rereaneiid 
its  collection,  and  those  relating  to  tbe  slantrtdc, 
having  been  tbe  only  ones  extended  by  act  of  Cm- 
grass  to  the  Territories  of  Florida,  it  was  to  ib 
execution  only  of  tbem  that  your  commistioii  u 
judge  of  the  United  States  was  considered  ui 
intended  Co  apply.  Tbe  Presideui  thot^t  tlKU- 
tborily  of  Congress  aipne  ctmipetent  to  eiKsl 
other  laws  of  the  United  Siatea  to  the  aewl^  M- 
quired  Tertitories;  nor  could  he  give  to  thejn^ 
a  jurisdiction  which  could  only  be  conieoed  of 
ibero.  There  being  an  essential  difieraiceb«I«ea 
the  natute  of  the  powers  heretofore  ernciid  ia 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  those  proviacts,  whii± 
were  continued  in  foroe  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March  last,  until  tbe  end  of  the  next  sesaca  li 
Congno,  unless  a  temporarv  govemipeDt  shouU 
be  sooner  established  ovee  tbevo,  and  of  the  iin 
of  the  United  States,  which  wese  extended  to  Hum 
provinces  by  that  law,  the  President  conudsedii 
his  duty  to  intrust  the  execution  of  each  tmek 
to  officers  specially  appointed  for  the  poi^oK.  li 
tbe  execution  of  those  laws,  in  joni  judicial  «)«- 
city,  the  Gorernor  has  been  informed  that  yoaiR 
considered  amenable  only  to  the  Qovemnmit  of 
the  United  States. 

In  the  difierent  view  which  you  have  lakmcf 
the  subject,  he  is  peisuaded  that  vour  motivesui 
intentions  were  entirelv  pure,  tkough  be  if^J 
regrets  the  collision  oi  authority  and  misiuida- 
standiiig  which  has  ansen,  between  the  GoJttaa 
of  the  TerriCory  and  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  Q-  ADAMS. 

No.  XI. 
Jvdgt  Fhmmlia  to  the  SeereCarj/  of  Stai4. 

Pembacola,  Nov.  23, 18S1. 
Sib:  Notwithstanding  bJI  my  exertions  I cosU 
not  obtain,  until  it  was  too  late  to  haTC  it  6»- 
warded  by  the  last  mail,  a  complete  copy  of  i^ 
proceedings  had  in  tbe  case  of  the  heirs  of  Vidal 
m:  Inneraritr.  I  now  send  them,  (24  niunbers.) 

Upon  furtoer  reflection,  I  concluded  that  ii  nt 
more  proper  tor  me  to  abstain  from  ail  obsetvatiost 
on  tbe  subject;  and  I  have,  accordin^y,  cDafincd 
myself  to  giving  yon  a  short,  concise  Msoaet  titm 
the  Spaaish  records,  to  enable  you  to  nndcrstul 
(he  case. 
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TnuuactUnt  in  fJ«rUa-~Geiimil  Jadunn. 


au« 


I  will  only  uU,  how  aDaccaunable  it  ap^n 
to  Die  that  the  stalement  of  the  auditors  appointed 
bjr  General  Jackson  should  be  said  to  be  unani- 
moDs,  when  that  statement  ia  aceompaQied  by  a 
protest  signed  hy  one  of  them;  and  how  much 
more  Hirptuiog  still  it  is,  that  ibe  judgment  of  the 
court  tbemselTcs  should  be  predicated  upon  the 
unanimona  opinion  of  the  auditors,  in  the  Tcry 
teeth  of  the  protest^  antTmoreso,  still,  in  the  rny 
fftce  of  the  objections,  whether  rigbl  or  wroug, 
made  by  lunerarity  to  the  report  oT  the  aaditon, 
and  bottomed  upon  the  disagreement  of  one  of 
ihemi  which  said  objections  were  orerruled  by 
the  court. 

1  hare  deemed  it  osDecesGarv  to  have  the  pro- 
ceding*  copied,  which  have  been  pubLitfaea  in 
nearly  all  the  newspapers. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

ELIO.  FROMENTIN. 

Hon.  J.  d.  Adams,  St^ry  of  Statt. 

No.  1. 

DscnE. — LAUhtdoaeattheAvdttorikinlapnptT. 

auditor's  opinion. 

Coniidering  the  character  of  a  deposiie  in  which 
this  partf  (Innerarity)  has  (he  sam  belonging  to 
this  meetme,  and  hit  not  being  able  to  claim  any 
mote  than  falls  to  bis  share,  eren  were  his  objec- 
cioaa  to  the  account  which  has  been  drawn  up 
entitled  to  weight,  as  also  his  inability  to  retain  in 
his  poueeaioR,ua^  the  motive  he  has  stated,  any 
other  sum  eiceeding  his  credit:  It  is  my  opinion 
that  you  can  ^rant  him  a  month's  titne  for  the 
prolix  and  fruitless  examination  which  he  pro- 
poses; but  oDthepreTiouaeoiiditioii  that  h«  makes 
a  delivery  of  the  two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars  and  two  bits,  desiiaed  for  the 
distribiuien  amoBpt  the  other  creditors,  because 
he  still  remaias  in  powession  of  the  part  which 
belongs  to  bim,  and  because  the  iiibuaal  has  no 
legal  anthority  to  allow  him,  asamst  the  will  of 
those,  (the  other  creditors,)  to  continue  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  sura  which  can,  by  do  title  whatso- 
ever, belong  to  him;  much  less  when  it  is  claimed 
by  the  rightful  owners,  and  when  be  still  retains 
it  without  having  accounted  for  the  proceeds  of 
the  eflicts  renuioing  in  New  Orleans,  the  sale  of 
nrhicb  was  iotrustttfto  bim  by  this  same  tribunal 
mcHe  than  three  years  ago. 

You  will  have  the  goodness  to  determine  upon 
all  this  matter  in  ibe  mannet  you  tbink  most 
regular. 

CARLOS  HERNANDEZ. 

PsNaAOOi^,  Soe.  20, 1810. 

Seeing  that  Mr.  John  lonerariiy  has  not  com- 
plied with  the  delivery  which  has  been  ordered 
from  bim,  let  the  present  be  made  known  to  bim 
for  his  compliance ;  or,  in  defect  thereof,  let  the 
ncesent  be  brought  back,  that  the  proper  order  may 
be  taken. 

HERNANDEZ. 

COIXST. 

Passfd  November  26, 1810. 


A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 
office.  JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 

Cltrk  of  Hit  EMCotive  Comi,  W.  F. 


No.  2. 

Penbacola,  Jaue  30,  ISSOi ' 

Sir  ;  In  these  proceedings,  the  forms  of  pran~ 

dure  in  all  testamentary  judgments  have  not  ban 

followed,  nor  has  the  still  more  neoessarf  sin  of.' 

ng  a  meetiog  of  the  creditors  been  taken ;  but,, 
by  mating  a  confused  mixture  of  the  oneandibe' 
other,  a  perfect  labyrinth  baa  been  formed  of  the- 
tealamentary  acts  of  the  late  Mr.  Nicolas  Maria> 
Vidal,  late  auditor  of  war  of  Ibis  proTincc,  and 
assessor  geueiml  of  (his  Government,  which  moj^ 
result  from  the  malice  of  some  individoala,  aod- 
~'~~.in  a  great  measure,  from  the  patties  iMsmiea 

having  bad  any  lawyer  to  direct  tliem. 
.n  invemory  was  not  made,  as  soon  w  sMd 
aodi'lor  died,  of  all  his  goods,  with  the  fonadlty 
which  ought  to  have  been  practised ;  both  becauae 
bis  instituted  bein  were  minors^  and  alao  beoaoM 
a  part  of  his  crediton  were  absent.  AlltbenwTC- 
able  effects  and  slarcs  that  remained  amongst  the 
property  of  said  deceased,  being  cnoe  sold  oy  the 
executor,  who  was  Cristovmlde  Annas,  it  wot  dt- 
lennined,  by  the  decree  puacd  on  the  SlTth  of  An- 
gust  of  the  past  year,  (1806,)  that  a  iMatinp  shoold 
take  pkce  m  th«  study  of  the  asaesaar  of  the  ia- 
tendenoy,  for  the  puriwae  of  taking  each  Mepa  as 
justice  mi^t  diteeCwith  regard  to  Itw  cognixawe, 
legitimacy,  and  giadnalkn  of  their  respectise 
credits,  and  on  the  other  points  on  which  tbi*  de- 
cree turns.  But  neither  did  such  a  meeting  of  the 
creditors  take  eiect,  nor  was  any  other  point  dis> 
cuBsed,  at  that  time,  than  the  alienati<»  of  the . 

«□  thousand  arpents  of  land,  situated  atBalon 

ge,  and  that  of  the  I'umitnre,  moveables,  aoad 
other  effects  whioh  Mr.  Vidal,  deceased,  hod  in 
New  OileaoE,  contained  is  twenty-seven  box*, 
which  be  bad  deposited  in  tho  convent  of  the  Hi- 
suline  nuns  in  that  city. 

This  proceediDE  was  followed  br  sundry  inai- 
deitU.  more  or  lesslegal,  and  more  or  lese  important 
to  till  estate,  of  wbid  there  is  no  occasion  to  make 
any  mention  for  the  presenL 

At  this  rery  time,  when  Cristoval  de  Armas 
had  not  relinquished  his  diarge  of  executonhip, 
he  was  ordered,  by  a  decree  of  the  18th  of  Bef- 
tember,  1806,  and  its  concordat  of  the  20ih  of  the 
some  month  and  year,  to  deliver  into  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  Slate  the  proceeds  of  the  salts 
which  he  had  made;  which  he  did,  accordingly. 
to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six  dollars,  in  cash,  as  ^peara  from  tbe  pn>> 
ceeding  entered  on  leaf  78  of  the  third  piece  of 
this  transaction:  as,als0, of  onetbonsandsixlMia- 
dred  and  siuy-five  dollars  nincty-fimr  cents,  (6| 
reels,)  as  an  lAomm  of  Hr.  John  Forbes  dt  Cck, 
tbe  amount  of  vatioua  tSetU  adjudged  at  the  ano- 
lion  of  tbe  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Vidol,  aggra- 

Sted  at  leaf  60;  adding,  that  tbeee  remained  in 
ror  of  the  estate  the  debu  of  Mr.  John  Antbovy 
Donna  and  Hr.  Jose  Maria  de  Pe&a,  by  reason  (A 
the  some  adjudication. 
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Tnntaetwiu  in  FJcrida — 0«mal  Jtuittoa. 


At  the  iDBUnce  of  nid  Forb<a  it  was  determined, 
bjr  the  decree  of  ike  7tii  of  Mareb,  and  its  con- 
cordat of  tbe  11th  of  iheKBine  month,  in  the  year 
1807,  that  the  money  bdonging  to'  thia  estate, 
which  was  found  deposited  in  the  Treaisury  should 
be  transferred  to  the  orders  of  the  hoase  oi  Forbes 
*Co.  in  the  same  quality  of  deposile,  (Porbes's 
Keeipt  $3,066  62J,  as  appears  from  the  record 
Kbove  referred  to.) 

He  was  likewise  authorized,  by  a  decree  of  the 
lltb  of  September,  in  the  year  1819,  extending  to 
kaf  128  of  the  above-recited  third  ;riece  of  these 
proceedioKs,  lo  receire  from  Savino  Ferrin  the 
■moont  of  t^e  adjudication  of  the  sixteen  ihoasand 
•rpenis  of  land,  sold  to  him  at  rendue  for  the  sum 
of  foiu  thoosand  one  hundred  and  Iwenty-nine 
dollars  eiKhty'seveu  cents,  fsix  reals.) 

Now,  the  heirs  of  Mr.  Vidal  establish,  in  their 
petition  foregoing,  the  plea  of  nullity  of  the  sale 
of  the  sixteen  thousand  arpents  of  land ;  and,  on 
tbe  other  hand,  pray  that  the  house  of  Forbes  & 
Co.  render  an  account,  within  a  peremptory  term, 
of  the  sums  which  il  has  received  of  the  credits 
which  remained  in  favor  of  this  estate  at  Madrid, 
and  in  the  province  of  Antioch  ;  as  likewise  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  furniture,  moveables,  and  ef- 
fects sold  at  Mew  Orlaans. 

To  avoid  confounding  and  perplexing  this  ttans- 
actioD  any  more,  1  am  of  opinion  that  two  separate 
suits  be  formed :  one,  on  the  nullity  claimed  by 
tbe  heirs  of  the  late  Mr.  Vidal ;  and  the  other,  for 
the  production,  by  the  houte  of  Forbes  &.  Co.,  of 
^e  accounts,  supported  by  documents,  which  is 
•olicited  on  tne  pan  of  the  heirs. 

The  first  ought  lo  consist  of  the  foregoing  in- 
atance,  and  of  the  decision  and  decree  which  may 
.  be  pased  f  of  the  documents  contained  between 
leaf  100  and  ISl  of  the  third  piece  of  the  testa- 
mentary proceedings,  the  comments  of  which  were 
extracted  for  this  purpose,  except  the  taxaiioa  of 
coats  found  on  leaf  lli,  being  thus  marked  by  the 
•ssittant  witnesses;  of  the  testimony  of  the  acts 
of  the  meeting,  leaf  58  and  94,  the  proceeds  of 
leaf  20  and  oiieaf  99,  as  well  as  of  the  instance 
of  leaf  1S8;  the  decree  following,  and  proeeediiM 
of  the  leaf  1 33  and  of  153  of  the  above  recite  Ahird 
piece  of  this  meeting  or  testament. 

Before  a  resolution  and  provision  is  passed  in 
jiHtice,  on  the  nullity  of  the  sale  of  the  sixteen 
thousand  arpents  of  land  adjudged  at  Baton 
Bonge.  it  will  be  proper  lo  hear  the  party  that 
ordena  their  sale,  which  was  Messrs.  Joba  Forbes 
dk  Co.,  which  company  is  at  the  present  moment 
represented  by  Mr.  Innerarity;  and,  therefore,  it 
is  my  opinion  that,  the  snit  beins  once  com- 
menced, the  latter  gentleman  be  informed  of  the 
foregoing  instance,  made  in  the  name  of  ihe 
beirs.  As  to  what  r^rds  tbe  account  requested 
\iy  the  lalts  of  Mr.  ^hn  Innerarity,  and  which 
he  was  ordered  to  produce  by  the  two  acts,  on  the 
eih  March  and  gOth  November,  of  the  year  1810 
past,  without  their  ever  having  been  carried  into 
execution,  1  am  of  opinion  thai  he  be  notified  to 
prodoee,  wiihio  the  necessary  and  unproroguable 
term  of  ten  days,  the  exact  account,  supported  by 
documents,whicb  is  claimed  of  him,  being  warned 


previoosly  of  the  consequences  which,  on  the  part 
of  justice,  will  result  in  case  of  his  failure  la 
comply. 

It  is  also  my  opinion  that,  until  the  legitimaq 
of  the  respective  credits  of  the  creditors,  (who 
have  presented  accounts  against  ihe  estate  by  mat 
private  papers,  which,  in  tbemselvet  have  no 
value  in  law,)  be  ascertained,  he  be  likewise  no- 
tified to  deposite,  within  five  days,  in  the  natiocil 
coffers,  the  sums  above  mentioned,  placed  to  his 
orders  in  the  character  of  a  deposite,  and  the  one 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  niuen- 
fbur  cents  (6|  reals)  of  the  abonan  at  leaf  65; 
and  that,  in  themean  time,  a  proper  suit  be  opoied 
on  the  case,  to  begin  wiin  the  testimonr  of  the 
two  olro  H'l  of  the  foregoing  instance,  ana  of  this 


NICOLAS  SANTOS  8UARBS. 
His  Bxc'y  the  Governob. 

PENsacOLA,  Jvl]/  1, 1820. 
I  acquiesce  in  tbe  opinion  foregoing,  and  be  it 
fulfilled  in  all  its  paru. 

JOSB  CALLAVA. 
DoatiNuo  SousA. 
JoBE  CaBO. 

We  this  day,  3d  Julv  of  the  preaeni  year,  no- 
tified Mr.  Severino  Paiao,  and  iiis  wife,  of  lie 
foregoing  decree ;  in  |m>of  of  which  nolificatioB, 
witness  their  sigoaturen  below,  with  our  attn- 
lations. 

SEVERINO  PALOA, 
MERCED.  VIOAL. 
DouiNQO  SotysA. 
JoBE  Cabo. 

On  the  same  day  we  notified  likewbe  Mr.  John 
Innerarity ;  as  an  evidence  of  which  he  afiind 
his  signature,  which  we  attest 

DOMINao  SODSA. 
JOSE  CARD. 
A  (rue  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  mj 
office. 

J.  C.  CONNOR,  CUri,  ^. 

No.  3.  I 

To  HU  ExetUeuej/  Major  GeHtnU   Amdrne  JoOmh, 

txneitiKg  Ae poaen  oftltt  G^tfain  Gateraland  ^    \ 

tilt  IiUmda^  of  tlu  Uland  of  Csba,  attd  o/OtrGni- 

eraon  of  the  provmcet  of  At  Flondat,  rapofrrrff. 

The  petition  of  Mercedes  Vidal  Palao,  lawfu:    I 

wife  of  Severino  Palao,  for  herself,  and  in  belHb'   i 

of  other  heirs  of  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal,  d^ceisrd. 

respectfully  represents  :  Thai,  by  tbe  annexed  d^ 

crees  of  Don  Jose  Callava,  late  Goremor  of  thii 

province,  a  certain  John  Innerarity,  of  the  hoaa 

of  John  Forbes  &■  Co.,  and  which  he  represent!. 

was  ordered,  within  five  days  from  the  1st  of  Jolr 

1830,  to  place  in  the  National  Treasarf  the  «iin 

of  94,163,  in  money,  being  a  deposile  placed  i: 

the  Iwnds  of  the  said  John  Innerarilv,  and  appe^ 

tHining  to  the  estate  of  the  said  Vidal ;  and  it  wi- 

also  further  decreed,  that  the  additional  sum  ^ 

'ly  of  tbe  said  estate,  and  in  la^ 

Innerarity,  should  be  dqwiiie; 
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as  above  specified  ;  and  it  was  at  the  same  time 
further  decreed,  thai  ihe  said  iDneraritr  should, 
in  ten  days  from  the  said  1st  day  of  July,  prcrdace 
an  exact  and  docDmeated  account  of  certain  ffoods 
beloD(pDK  >«  ihe  »taie  of  the  said  Vidal,  sold  by 
tke  said  Inneiarity  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Your  pelitioner  fuilber  states,  that,  by  another 
decree  of  the  late  GoTemor  CaUara,  bearing  date 
the  10th  of  July,  1820,  the  property  of  the  said  In- 
nerarity,  real  antf  personal,  was  placed  under  an 
interdict,  until  ibe  execution  of  Ihe  foregoing 
decrees. 

Bnt, notwithstandine  thepoaiiiveand  imperious 
nature  of  the  decrees  aoove  specified,  the  said  In- 
aeraiity  neither  paid  into  the  public  treasury  the 
amount  above  mentioned,  nor  has  he  exhibited  an 
account  of  the  sates  of  the  property  at  N.  Orleans. 

Your  petitioner  having  reason  to  believe  that 
the  said  Innerarity  is  about  to  withdnw  his  person 
and  effects  from  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court, 
Trithout  answering  ihe  demands  against  him,  she 
therefore  prays  tlukt  your  Excellency  may  cause 
the  said  Innerarity  to  appear  before  you,  and  show 
cause  (if  any  he  has)  way  the  decrees  of  the  late 
Oovernor,  hereunto  annexed,  should  not  be  carried 
into  execution.  And  your  petitioner  further  prays 
that  the  said  Inneraiity  be  held  to  give  security 
for  the  faithful  compliance  with  the  decision  of 
your  Excellency,  ot  that  of  such  tribunal  u  this 
case  may  be  referred  to. 

And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

mercTbd.  vidal. 

WbhT  PLOBIOA,  PBNSACOI.A, 

Exteuliw  Ofiet,  Auffiitt  SS,  IBSl. 
Aceordingtotheprayerof  the  foregoing  petition, 
let  John  Innerarity  be  cited  to  appear  before  rae. 
at  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  to  show 
cause  (if  any  he  has)  why  the  decrees  recited  in 
the  said  petition  should  not  be  put  in  force  against 
him.  ANDEEW  JACKSON, 

OoBtmor  of  Ihe  Florida),  ^i 
To  J.  C.  Ca^ia,  Esq^  Alguiiil  Uajor,  or  Shariff,  for 
the  ritj  of  Pensacola  and  coantj  of  Escunbia,  to 
Bxccuta  and  return  the  Hme. 

AUODBT  d8,  1821. 
BxecDted,  by  citing  John  Innerarity,  and  leav- 
iatt  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  petition  and  citation. 
J.  C.  CRAIG, 
Alff.  Mayor  and  Sheriff. 

EXECDTIVE  ChAHBEB, 

FmsacoUi,  Nov.  19, 1821. 
The  defendant  in  this  cause  havioK  tequeited 
sue  to  designate,  in  my  certificate,  the  different 
Ixandwritiogs  in  which  it  appears,  I  do  hereby  cer- 
tify that  the  original  petition  in  this  cause  appears 
to  be  in  the  handwriting  of  R.  K.  Call,  oneof  the 
c^ounsel  for  the  plaintiff';  and  the  order,  in  ibe 
Jxandwriting  of  H.  M-  Btackeuridge,  the  other 
c^cuosel  &ir  the  plaintiffi  and  it  is  signed  by  Gov- 
ernor Jackson,  with  his  own  hand. 

JOHN  0.  CONNOR, 
Clerk  ff  Extaaite  Court  W.  F. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  file  in  my  office. 
J.  C.  CONNOR,  Cltrk,  f  c. 


No.  4. 
PaUion  0/  ikroxla  Vidal. 
I,  Mercedes  Vidal,  the  lawful  wife  of  Severino 
Palao,  and  heir  legally  constituted  by  her  father, 
the  lele  Don  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal.  Lieutenant 
and  Auditor  of  War  of  this  provinc^ 
present  myself,  with  due  respect,  before  you,  and 
state  that,  in  August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventeen,  my  sister  Caroline,  whose  agent  I 
aiB,  Sled  several  petitions  in  the  tribunals  of  the 
then  Oovernor  of  the  place,  Colonel  Jose  Mazot, 
to  obtain  the  papers  relating  to  the  will  of  my 
above-named  father,  retained  by  Mr.  John  Inner- 
arity ;  which  petitions,  when  applied  for  by  me  in 
the  tribunal  ol  your  Excellency,  in  March,  eish- 
teen  hundred  and  nineteen,  had  no  other  tfiect 
than  a  continued  opposition,  supported  by  mali- 
cious contradictioDs ;  until,  St  last,  said  Mr.  John 
Innerarity,  constrained  by  my  petitions  and  your 
iUpertor  orders,  delivered  the  documents  aforesaid, 
n  appearance  complete,  which  we  had  so  long  de- 
iired  in  order  to  bring  forward  with  positive  data 
)ur  right  and  most  just  claims,  which  evidently 
appear  from  their  examination,  and  operate  in  our 
favor  the  following  incontrovertible  injaries : 

On  the  eleventh  leaf  of  the  second  bundle  there 
app^rs  a  decree  ordering  the  aforesaid  Caroline 
Maria  Salome,  my  sister,  to  choose  a  suardian  ad 
atoHj  which  was  not  effected,  naming  bv  a  feigned 
on  Don  Jose  PeRa,  as  it  is  evident  from 
his  signature  not  being  affixed,  as  would  have 
been  the  case  in  a  real  proceeding ;  and  subse- 
quently that  tribnoal,  disregarding  the  preference 
of  my  mother  with  respect  to  my  guardianship, 
named  one  for  me  of  its  own  accord,  in  the  said 
PeBa ;  from  which  it  appears  that  our  representa- 
tion was  irregular  and  illegal. 

At  pagesixty-oneof  the  third  book,  the  executor 
is  deprived  of  the  most  honorable  part  of  bis  trust, 
obliged  as  well  bv  this  violent  procedure,  as  by 
having  before  ana  afterwards  abused  him,  by  as- 
■erting  that  he  was  settled  in  New  Orleans,  which 
I  called  10  your  Excellency's  atientioD,  that,  at 
ttuit  lime,  the  inhabitants  of  the  province  of 
Louisiana  had  not  been  deprived  of  theirprivil^es 
as  Spanish  subjects  by  His  Majesiv,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  favored  their  emigration,  oy  presenting 
the  greatest  advantages  to  their  interests;  and,  in 
fine,  the  creditors  of  my  deceased  father  have  as- 
sembled and  have  determined  what  was  necessary 
and  proper  in  relation  to  our  inherilaace,  which  is 
sixteen  thousand  acres  of  land  in  the  district  of 
Baton  Rouge,  in  the  terras  expressed  from  page 
113  to  123,  maliciously  asserting  the  estate  of  my 
deceased  father  to  be  insolvent,  and  in  this  wav 
fraudulently  chaining  it  with  his  debts,  although 
those  from  beyond  sea  are  not  properly  authniti- 
cated,  and  remaining  silent  wilh  respect  to  the 
sum  (abomrt)  which  the  tenth  clause  of  his  will 
expresses. 

Our  persecnioTS,  not  yet  satisfied  wilh  so  many 
nullities,  evade  with  the  greatest  subtlety  the  ac- 
count to  which  they  ought  to  be  called  for  the 
safeguards  of  the  minors,  and  that  informaiion  so 
strongly  recommended  by  law  and  necesnly,  and 
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without  which  every  thiDg  will 

fireseot,  to  be  done  by  our  eneniiea,  dqII:  there- 
ore,  we  pray  thai,  on  a  view  or  the  foregoing,  as 
appears  on  toe  records,  you  will  please  to  teroke 
and  annul  whatever  may  have  been  done  in  the 
aforesaid  testaraestary  proceed ines,  and  sale  of  the 
projwrtyofouibefore-memioaed  father, and  which 
in  justice  ought  to  be  done,  dec.  Aliio,  as  soon  as 
the  executor  (Annas)  wan  deprived  of  the  prlvi- 
Ic^  of  his  office,  to  obtain  this  object,  Joha 
Forbes  readers  himself  liable  to  the  Tarions  de* 
raands  which  he  ought  to  have  fulfilled,  and  they 
are  those  set  forth  in  page  3  in  book  7 ;  for  which 
reason  we  pray  that  Joan  Forbes,  and  his  repre- 
seatalive  John  Innerarity,  produce  the  proper  dis- 
ctiarKes,  admiliing  no  excuses  or  evasions  that 
may  siitl  further  injure  our  inheritaace,  which 
from  the  beginning  has  been  fo  uafortunate. 
Also,  it  having  appeared  on  record  ibat  the  caid 
Forbes  seized  a  deposite  in  the  convent  of  the  Ur- 
sulioes,  in  New  Orleaas,  consislins  of  twenty-four 
boxes  of  eflect«  and  two  jars  of  China  ware,  with' 
out  having  ever  eiveo  any  account  of  the  proceeds, 
as  is  proved  by  the  order  at  page  154  of  Net.  3  of 
said  acts, it  is  therefore  prayed  ibat  Forbes^  or  his 
represrnialires,  exhibit  an  account  of  the  distribu- 
tion of  its  proceeds. 

SEVERING  PALAO- 
MERCED.  VIDAL. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 
office,  JOHN  C.  CONNOR,  Ckrk. 

No.  5. 
Pdiiitm  of  Merctda  VidiU. 
SoH.  Govbamob: 

Mercedes  Vidal,  lawful  wife  of  Severino  Palao, 
in  the  proceedings  which  follow  in  the  lesiameatar 
ry  acta  of  hei  deceased  father,  Don  Nicolas  Maria 
Vidal,  auditor  of  war,  and  former  Lieutenant 
Oovernor  of  this  provinoe,  before  yonr  Excellency, 
with-due  respect,  prnents  herself,  and  says  thu, 
bv  otdet  of  the  first  of  the  present  montn,  your 
Excellency  was  pleased  to  decree  that  John  Inne- 
rarity make  the  aepasii«  specified,  io  the  national 
chest }  the  amount  of  the  credits  which  were  pre- 
sented against  the  estate  of  her  said  father  (t^ 
simple  private  papers,  which  in  law  hare  no  avail 
whatever  without  the  proper  authentication,)  be 
ascertained ;  and  also  to  add  to  this  depotiie  the 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sereoty-fire  dollan 
six  anda  half  reKls,  the aam  (aboitart)  set  forth  on 
sage  65}  but  as  the  fifth  day  fixed  by  your  En:el' 
wncf  for  this  efiect  was  completed  yesterday,  the 
petitioner  has  not  been  informed  that  the  said  In- 
Doaritjr  has  taken  any  step  io  the  matter;  and 
taking  mto  view  ^wilh  all  respect  be  it  said)  his 
past  conduct,  exhioiled  in  the  decrees  subsequently 
wrought  at  her  instance,  and  that  her  sister,  Maria 

Salome,  and  whose  premeditated caused  im- 

pioper  delays  in  her  just  demands,  she  prays  and 
supplicates  that  your  tribunal  may  judge  it  fit  to 
issue  an  order  of  execution  against  the  goods  of 
the  said  John  Innerarity,  in  those  which  mar  be 
neeessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  what  has  been 
decreed,  preferring,  as  far  as  posaiUe,  ihe  moveaUe 


and  personal  propwty.  Therefore,  ^w  pf*J*  ttat 
it  may  be  ordered  according  to  ha  peliiion ;  lad 
that  hers  is  just,  dec.  Abo,  in  order  to  aeciuc  tht 
rights  of  the  petitioner,  ibat  all  the  property  of  tht 
said  John  Innerarity  b«  interdicted  until  tbe  exbi- 
bitioo  of  tho  account,  which  he  is  bound  to  pro- 
duce, of  the  effects  sold  in  New  Orleans,  and 
reclamations  beyond  seas,  b£  is  exprenod  in  ibt 
superior  decree  of  your  Excellency,  the  firat  of  ibt 
present  month ;  and  the  petitioher  ptays  that  the 
same  nuy  accordingly  be  done. 

Pehsacola,  Jttlv  10, 1830. 
As  to  the  principal  subject  of  the  petitioo,  let 
John  Inneranty  be  forced  to  comply  with  the  same, 
as  provided  ;  and  the  other,  let  the  prrayer  of  Uw 
petitioner  be  executed,  in  case  that  Itmeraiity  Khali 
not  perform  what  has  been  decreed. 

SUARBS. 


No.  6. 

PaitiMof  SeetriM  Palao  amd  ifeneahv  Vidid. 

Sob.  QoTCBNon:  Mercedw  Vidal,  Uwfol  wife 
of  SeveriDO  Palao,  in  the  proceedings  which  fol- 
low ia  the  tMamentanr  aeu  of  bet  deoeaaed  fa  tber, 
Don  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal,  auditor  of  wmr,  and 
former  Lieutenant  Qoreroor  of  this  profinn,  be- 
fore TDUr  Excellency,  with  doc  respect,  jmsents 
herself,  and  says :  That,  by  order  of  the  1st  of  July 
lost  past^  at  the  fourth  ralio  of  the  second  pared  of 
her  ulterior  claims,  your  Excellency  was  pbved 
to  ordain  that  John  Innerarity  should  preseot  u 
exact  and  proved  account,  which  he  had  formerly, 
in  March  and  November  of  the  year  IBIO,  bem 
ordered  to  give,  depositing  at  the  same  time  in  the 
national  chest  the  sums  mentioned  in  the  said 
order  of  your  Excellency  of  the  1st  of  the  past 
month ;  which  bavins  been  seen  by  John  Innerar- 
ity, with  the  nsual  delay  which  he  has  always 
manifested  in  this  business,  donbtless  (with  dne 
respect  be  it  said)  for  the  parpose  of  paralyzing  it, 
as,  UB&rtmialdy,  he  has  succeeded  in  doing  prior 
to  my  ptesenliog  the  writing  which  canvtfoais 
to  the  sixth  folio  of  tbe  cited  parcel,  gmnting  the 
interdict  of  the  effects  of  Mr.  Innerarity ;  opoa 
which  the  superior  decree  issued  of  the  Khh  of  the 
said  July,  which  commands  that,  as  the  order  has 
not  been  complied  with  by  Mr.  Innerarity,  the 
said  interdict  lobe  of  force;  which,  aUo,  not  hav- 
ing be«>  complied  vnih  by  Mr.  Innerarity,  all  his 
,eBects  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  immediately  intn^ 
dieted.  Wherefore,  1  prB;^  that  roar  BxceUencT 
will  be  pleased  to  order,  without  delay,  th«  concti- 
tolional  alcalde  of  this  town,  after  beinx  doly  in- 
fcnmed,  not  to  permit  the  efiects  of  Mr.  Innerarity 
to  be  transfarved  or  removed  from  this  titter,  not 
those  that  are  in  his  power,  brionging^to  Dcm  Jofai 
Forbes,  until,  as  Iteonght,  be  fnlBItwfaat  hasbee* 
ordered,  &c. 

SEVERING  PALAO. 
UBRCBDK8  VIDAL. 

pENBACDU,  JiyaK  11, 1820. 
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The  petitioners,  by  Brackeiiridge&i)  j  Call,  their 
attornuis,  further  pray^  that  yoai  EzeeUency  may 
cause  toe  said  Inneranty  to  appear  before  you,  and 
show  caoH  (if  any  he  has)  why  the  decrees  of  the 
late  Oovemor,  hereto  aaaexed,  sBould  not  be  car- 
ried into  execution,  and  such  other  further  relief 
extended  in  the  case  as  may  accord  with  right  aud 
justice.  And  it  is  further  prayed,  that  the  foiego- 
iDg  petition  be  taken  as  part  of  the  peiition  of 
Mercedea  Vidal,  and  that  a  copy  thereof  be  served 
oD  the  said  lanerarfty. 

BRACB.ENRIDQK  &  CALL, 
Attomtya  for  Ikt  Anr*. 
Ekbchtivb  OincB, 

Penbacola,  Aufftitt  29,  1831. 
The  prayer  of  the  above  and  within  pelilioa  is 
irraDtea. 

APfDREW  JACKSON, 
Gaotrnor  o/tht  Flmdat,  ^. 
To  i-  C.  Cbaio,  Baqi   AlgUMil  Mkysr,  or  ShariS;  for 
the  eitj  of  PeoMcaia  aid  coantj  of  EtcaDibia,  to 
esecate  aod  return  tliB  wne. 

AuQUBT  30, 1821. 
EzecDted,  by  leariog  a  copy  of  this  petition 
Tritb  John  uuterariiy- 

J.  C.  CRAIG,  Sfer.y. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 
Clent  0/  Eiacutiv*  Cctai,  W.  F. 

No.  7. 
Pi.ORii>A«,  J'maacofo,  n. 

Heibs  of  VioAL  va.  John  luNGHAiiiTy. 

Executive  Cbambers, 
AtigTut29,  1821. 

Joba  loioetarity  appeared  this  day  at  11  o'clock 
A.  M^  aaiarahlyto  ciiatien,  before  Major  General 
Andrew  Jackion,  Governor  of  the  Fioridas,  &c. 
3.od  John  C.  Mitchell,  Eaq.,  |[ appointed  by  him  to 
sit  ivith  him  during  the  hearine  of  the  case,  in  the 
room  of  Presiding  Justice  D.  Bbannoo.  Esq.,  who 
conld  i^  attend  Jjram  mdiuxisitioa ;)  and  t 
sAid  iDBciafity,  on  beiw  asked  by  the  court  .^ 
sli<w  cause  (it  any  be  Md)  why  the  decrees  of 
tlae  late  Oovenior  of  West  Florida,  Don  Jose  Cal- 
la^a,  against  the  said  lonerarily,  according  to 
[Sfeje  petition  ai  Mercedes  Vidal,  in  behalf  of  her- 
self »ad  her  sister  Caroline  VidaL  and  other 
taeJrs  of  their  deceased  father,  should  not  be  car- 
ried into  effect;  when  he,  ine  said  iDDerarity, 
nsade  answer  that  he  objected  to  the  petition  of , 
MEercedea  Vidal,  it  being  in  the  name  of  the  wife, 
Bvitboat  the  signature  tmd  consent  of  her  bus- 
band,  and,  as  such,  that  she  had  not  the  right  to 
:s2C,  Am.  The  objection  was  for  the  present 
:>V'ernilcd,  on  the  ground  that  this  suit  had  beMi 
sastitutcd  by  the  heirs  of  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal, 
t^<xa*ed ;  ttial  this  peiition  was  filed  not  to  insti- 
gate «  suit,  but  mately  to  have  caitied  into  effect 
b^  decrees  already  made  in  their  behalf,  and  wbicb 
^  «e  not  been  carried  into  effect.  That  this  petition 
.£■    Mercedes  Vidal  has  been  filed,  as  well  for  her 


and  the  other  heirs  ,    ..  _ 

sitting  as  a  court  of  chancery,  we  cannot  permit 
the  combination  or  laches  of  others  to  prejudice 
the  heirs,  particularly  to  prevent  this  decree  from 
being  carried  iuto  effect,  to  the  prejudice  of  Caro- 
line vidal,  one  of  the  heirs  legally  represented  by 
her  sislec.  If  this  could  have  been  taken  advan- 
tage of,  it  ought  to  have  been  done  before  the  de- 
crees had  been  made,  by  plea  in  abatement;  that 
it  is  now  too  late  to  make  this  objection,  wben  one 
of  the  heirs  is  legally  before  the  court,  praying, 
as  the  other  heirs  hare  ofteo  done  before,  that 
these  decrees  may  be  carried  into  full  effect;  and 
particularly  when  tbe  petition  of  Severino  Palao 
(hui^band)  and  Mercedes  Vidal,  bis  wife,  under 
date  of  the  11th  of  August,  1820,  is  preseoied  to 
the  court,  and  whicb  has  not  been  acted  on,  and 
which  tbe  counsel  for  the  heirs  of  Nict^a  Maria 
Vidal,  deceased,  (Henry  M.  Brackenridge  and 
Richard  E.  Gall,  Esquires,)  pray  may  be  re- 
ceived as  an  amendment  to  the  petition  of  Mer- 
cedes Vidal,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  her  sistw, 
Caroline,  and  other  heira  of  Nicolai  Maria  Vidal, 
deceased ;  which  amendment  is  granted.  The 
said  Innerariiy  then  prayed  tbe  court  for  a  coatiik- 
nance  of  this  cause  for  a  longer  period  of  time,  is 
order  that  he  might  make  a  full  defence  and  ob- 
jection, and  show  cause  why  the  decreea  against 
him  sbotild  not  be  carried  inioeffect;  and,  in  com* 
pliance  with  the  prayer  of  the  said  Innerariiy,  the 
court  eranted  to  him  an  extension  of  time  to  the 
sixth  Ay  of  September  next,  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.. 
at  tbe  Executive  Cbambeni,  where  this  cause  will 
again  be  heard,  and  to  which  day  this  cause  stands 
continued.  The  said  Innerariiy  then  prayed  that 
he  toigbt  be  sufibred  to  take  wilb  him,  for  perusal 
and  examination,  the  papers  or  books  relating  to 
this  case,  on  his  giving  lo  the  alcalde  of  the  city 
of  Peosacola  (H.  M.  Brackenridge,  Esq.)  a  pro- 
per receipt  for  the  same,  and  for  their  return  ; 
(which  papers  or  books  are  specified  in  the  re- 
ceipt;) and,  tbe  said  Innerariiy  having  executed 
such  reeeipt,  the  court  granted  his  prayer. 

Done  at  the  Executive  Chambers,  and  in  open 
court,  the  29th  August,  1821. 

Test :  JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 

Clerk  of  the  ExeefMnt  Court. 

No.  8. 
PMion  of  John  haararitp. 
May  it  please  your  ExcelleneT : 
,    Don  Juan  Innerariiy,  a  Spanish  citizen,  and 
resident  of  Pensacola,  reserving  to  himself  the 
plea  at  law  of  coram  non  judiee,  and  every  other 
plea,  special  and  general,  de  j'urt,  under  the  tcgw 
of  your  Ezcelleacy's  proclamation,  in  answer  to 
the  prayer  of  Messrs.  Brackenridge  and  Call,  sub- 
joined as  an  addendum  to  the  cony  (which  has 
been  served  on  me)  of  a  petition  of  Severino  Pa- 
lao and  his  wife,  Mercedes  Vidal,  free  people  of 
color,  purporting  lo  be  addressed  to  tbe  late  Gov- 
ernor of  tbis  province,  Don  Jose  Callava,  and  to 
bear  dale  so  far  back  as  the  lllh  of  August,  1820, 
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and  without  the  slighmt  shadow  of  natkrial  or 
other  eTideuce  that  the  same  was  ever  prcKoted 
10  the  said  ex-Ga*erDor  in  his  capacity  of  mitilary 
judge,  or  in  aiif  othet  whatever,  most  respectrully 
lepresents:  That  the  said  Messrs.  Bra  ckeo  ridge  and 
Call  have  not  legalized  their  representttioo  as 
Bttorners  for  the  said  Sererioo  Palao  and  Mer- 
cedes Vidal,  aETeeablv  to  the  Spaniab  laws,  con- 
tained in  the  laws  of  the  Partidas,  lex.  10,  (it.  5, 
p.  3,  and  in  Febrero  Adicionado,  torn.  3,  part  1, 
cap.  14,  art.  15,  which  stales  that  "no  one 
appear  at  law  for  another,  onlesi  under  a  pow 
attorney  m  lariflu,  excepting  in  the  following 
cases:  the  husband  for  the  wife;  the  relation  for 
the  relations  of  the  nearest  coDsanguinit^,  a 
as  the  fourth  dwree ;  or  for  his  servant  or  kinsi 
or  by  leason  of  the  maDumission  of  slares,  who 
can  appear  at  law  ilU  pro  Olit,  without  a  power  of 
attorney  from  the  party  interested,  unless  the  lat- 
ter should  resist  the  proceedings.  Heirs,  also, 
who  possess  undivided  propeiiy,  and  partners  of 
B  firm,  can  also  appear  at  law,  provided  to  their 
BO  appearing  at  law  they  shall  previootty  give 
bond  and  secority,  under  a  penalty  that  the  par- 
ties whom  they  represent  shall  consider  as  valid 
all  that  may  be  done  and  performed  in  the  suit, 
and,  if  thejr  should  not  adhere  thereto,  they  and 
their  securities  shall  pay  to  the  contending  party 
the  penalty  imposed  on  them;  but  the  bona  and 
security  ought  to  be  exacted  previously  to  the 
showing  cause,  or  to  the  reply  in  defence."  Your 
exponent  could  cite  several  other  orthodox  authori- 
ties; but,  as  they  are  alt  to  the  same  purport,  he 
considers  that  it  would  be  a  work  of  superero- 
gation. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  most  respectfully  bess 
that  Messrs.  Brackenridge  and  Call  may  qualify 
their  representation  in  forma  liffii,  by  proper  in- 
struments in  tenalii,  and  that  the  security  required 
by  the  Spanish  laws  may  be  given,  and  notarial 
copies  thereof  annexed  to  the  proceedings,  giving 
to  your  petitioner  a  tToAado,  at  sight  of  every 
thing  had  or  done  in  the  premises,  on  the  ground 
that  what  is  not  done  in  proper  legal  form  is  not 
done  at  all  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  With  this  evi- 
dence, and  that  of  the  eventual  indemnity  proW- 
ded  by  low,  your  petitioner  will  then  answer  to 
the  unfounded  claim  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  show 
cause  why  the  interlocutory  decrees  referred  to  in 
your  Excellency's  citation  should  not  be  enforced. 
All  which  he  most  respectfullv  submits,  and  claims 
the  protection  of  the  laws  and  of  your  Excellency, 
as  the  guardian  in  your  high  capacity  of  superior 
poHlical  chief  of  the  Floridas. 

For  the  purposes  which  your  petitioner  will* 
hereafter  show,  he  begs  leave  to  advert  to  the 
circumstance  of  the  claimants'  having  fixed  a 
date  to  their  memorial,  for  which  thev  have  fur- 
nished no  precedent  in  their  other  occult  petitions; 
nor  is  the  modus  operandi  at  law. 


JOHN  INNERAKITY. 
t  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  n 


JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 

Clerk  o/ExeaUive  Court,  W.  F. 


No.  9. 
PUa  o/Johu  hmerarilg. 
Jdhk  Ihnerabity,  adt.  MracEOBa  Vidal. 

And  this  defendant,  by  protestation,  not  cot- 
fessing  or  acknowledging  all  or  any  of  the  mait» 
And  things  in  the  petitioner's  'said  petition  eoa- 
taiaed  to  oe  true,  in  such  manner  and  form  asikt 
same  are  therein  alleged  and  set  fcKth,  for  pta 
unto  the  said  petition,  sailh:  Tbat  tfaii  bononUe 
court  hath  no  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-oiatler  cf 
said  petition,  and  cannot  lawfully  take  may  cog- 
nizance thereof,  nor  pronounce  anjr  decree,  or 
enter  upon  any  judgment  in  the  prenuso,  thai 
will  or  can  be  binding  or  obligatory  on  Ibe  pattio. 
All  which  matters  and  things  this  defendant  ii 
ready  to  aver,  justify,  maintain,  and  prove,  *oi 
humbly  prays  judgment  whether  this  honoFaUc 
court  will  take  further  cc^izance  of  the  com- 
plaint in  the  said  petitioner's  petition  contained, 
and  to  be  hence  dismissed  with  his  reuonaUe 


JttoneyfifrAed^aidam. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  at 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 

Clerit  qfExeeiMve  Court,  W.  F. 

No.  10. 
Petititm  of  John  bmeranty. 
To  His  Excellency  Major  Qeneral  Andrew  Jack- 
son, exercising  the  powers  of  the  Captain  Q«&- 
era!  and  Inlendant  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and 
of  the  Governors  of  the  provincea  of  the  Ploti- 
das,  respectively ; 

John  Innerarity,on  whomarulehaabeenaef'teri 
to  show  cause  why  the  decrees  recited  in  the  peti- 
tion of  Mercedes  Vidal  should  not  be  put  in  fcRe 
against  him,  respectfully  shows,  by  way  tt  an- 
swer to  said  petition,  and  why  the  mid  deetees 
ought  oot  to  be  enforced,  that  the  ssid  decree! 
have  no  operative  force,  and  ar«  not  binding  in 
law: 

1.  Because  the  said  decrees  are  founded  on  a 
suit  to  which  the  said  John  Inneraritr  Iwa  aercr 
received  any  citation  to  appear,  and  of  the  isttilD- 
lion  and  pendency  of  which  he  has  never  boa 
notified,  as  required  by  law. 

S.  Because  the  said  decrees  themselTea  have 
never  been  notified  to  him  after  the  making  asd 
entering  up  thereof,  as  teqoired  by  the  Spaoiib 
laws ;  and,  therefore,  for  this  teaaoD,  are  null  and 

3.  Because,  by  the  laws  of  Spain,  simple  decrees 
are  never  Snal  untU  they  have  progressed  to  the 
'""'' three  times solnosly  adjudged 


And  the  said  John  Innerarity  farther  shows  to 

is  honorable  court,  that  if  the  said  decrees  faai 

been  clothed  with  the  necessary  legal  formalitiev 

still,  in  /bm  conteientia,  they  oughi  not  to  be  a>- 

1.  Because  the  subject-matter  of  the  suit  ia 
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)  wit,  in  the  year  1810,  beeo  wltled 
put  at  rest,  by  the  competent  triboDal,  upon  due 
examination    an4    deliberate  consideration,  and 
after  ample  notice  to  all  the  parlies  interested,  ot 
in  anywiae  concerned  therein.  ' 

2-  Because  all  the  deposites  which  have  been 
made  with  Mr.  John  Forbes  have  been  paid  over 
to  the  proper  persons  appotnled  to  receive  them, 
under  ine  orders  or  decrees  of  the  proper  tribunal ; 
and  because  the  particular  depositea  specified  in 
the  said  decrees  have,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  never 
been  made. 

3.  Because  the  goods  belonging  to  the  estate  of 
Vidal,  in  the  said  decrees  alleged  to  have  beeo 
sold  by  John  Forbes  in  New  Orleans,  and  of  the 
sale  whereof  the  said  John  Innerarity  is  by  said 
decrees  required  to  render  an  account,  were  not, 
in  truth  and  in  fact,  sold  by  the  said  John  Forbes, 
nor  by  the  said  John  Inoerarity,  but  were  sold  by 
ihe  sheriff  of  the  dty  of  New  Orleans,  under  a 
judgment  of  the  superior  court  of  the  Territory  of 
Orleans,  as  will  more  folly  appear  by  the  record 
of  iba  said  judgment  herewith  accompanying, 
marked  A,  and  which  the  said  John  Inoenrity 
prays  may  be  received  by  this  honorable  comt  as 
a  part  of  this  his  showinjf. 

And.  moreoTerj  the  said  John  Innerarity  shows, 
chat  all  the  deposites  which  have  been  made  with 
the  said  John  Porbes,  o^  moneys  belonging 
estate  of  Vidal,  were  made  with  him  in  his  own 
individual  capacity,  and  not  with  the  bouse  of 
John  Forbes  &■  Co.;  that  he.  the  said  John  Inne- 
rarity, was.  at  the  timeof  said  transaction  referred 
to  in  said  aeciee,  a  minor,  and  not  one  of  the  firm 
of  Forbes  &,  Co.,  nor  in  anywise  interested  there- 
in ;  hence  not  responsible,  as  he  humbly  conceives, 
for  the  liabilities  fif  any)  of  John  Forbes,  ov" 
whoae  conduct  he  had  no  control. 

And  the  said  John  Inneravitf  further  shows 
Ibis  honorable  court,  that  it  is  in  his  power  to 
prove,  if  permitted,  that  the  moltvea  which  led  to 
the  institution  of  the  suit  whenon  said  decree* 
are  founded  are  dishonorable  in  the  extieine,  and 
that  the^  spring  from  considerations  involviikg  the 
■nbverNon  of  every  moral  prineipje)  and  hence, 
that  said  decrees  ought  not  to  be  enforced  in  equity 
and  good  coascicnea  even  if  ihey  had  been  in- 
vested with  every  teqitisite  formality. 

All  which  matters  and  things  the  said  John 
Innerarity  doth  aver,  and  will  prove,  when  and 
where  to  this  honorable  court  it  shall  seen  meet. 
SAMUEL  ACHB, 

Mtonttpfir  JaiM  ImteTarily. 

A  trae  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 
office. 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR,  Cfcri. 

No.  a. 
Order  to  Avditort. 
Hbihs  or  VioAL,  VI.  Jon.i  Innerabity. 
Wbbt  Florida,  Ezeodtitb  Chamber, 
Sg/l^iOtr  17,  1821. 
In  virine  of  a  decree  this  day  rendered  in  the 
above  case  l^  Major  Oeneral  Andrew  JacksoD, 


Governor  of  the  Floridas,  tee.,  and  John  C.  Miteh- 
,  Esq.,  sitting  as  the  supreme  court  of  judica- 
ture in  this  province,  yon  are  hereby  appointed 
auditors  to  arrange  and  settle  the  accounts  of  said 
estate.  And  you  will  appear  before  me  at  the 
Executive  Chamber,  to  take  the  requisite  oath  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  yon. 

The  auditors  are  expected  to  appoint  their  sec- 
retary, and  (through  htm)  to  give  due  notice  to 
the  parties  of  the  period  when  they  will  be  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  office. 

The  parties,  respectively,  are  to  lay  before  the 
said  auditors  a  statemeot,  in  writing,  of  their  de- 
mands or  defence,  or  to  appear  before  them,  if 
:hey  should  be  thereto  requited;  and  the  said  au- 
ditors to  have  power  to  call  for  and  compel  the 
production  of  books  and  papers,  and  to  require  the 
attendance  of  witnesses,  it  the  same  should  be 
deemed  necessary. 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 

Cierk  of  Executive  Coart. 
«opy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR,  Ctof*,  *e. 
To  F.  H.  Nesbii,  J.  De  La  Rna,  and  William 
Davidson,  Esqs. 
Floridab,  Pefuactila,  si. 
Heiks  of  N.  M.  Vidal,  m.  John  iNHERAaiTY. 

Executive  Cbahber,  Stji.  6.  1821. 
This  canse  was  brought  up  on  the  S9th  day  of 
August  last,  on  citation  served  upon  the  defend- 
ant to  attend  and  showcausefif  any  he  had)  why 
the  decrees  in  favor  of  the  neirs  should  not  be 
carried  into  full  effect.  The  defendant,  having 
made  an  objection,  which  was  for  the  present 
overruled,  prayed  time  to  prepare  his  defence  to 
this  6th  day  of  September,  which  was  granted 
him  for  that  purpose.  On  the  prayer  of  Mr.  Acre, 
who  appeared  this  day  as  the  attorney  for  the 
defendant,  for  further  time  to  prepare  his  de- 
fence, it  was  allowed  him  to  Monday  next,  the 
tenth  iottani,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Oovemor  of  the  Fhridai,  ^e. 
Atteet :  JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 

CUrk  of  the  Exeewtive  Coart. 
copy  fVom  the  original .  on  file  in  my 


JOHN  C.  CONNOR,  CUrk,  ^e. 


No.  12. 
Slattment  prutnted  to  Anditori  by  Plamtiffi'  ComueL 

Brackenridge  and  Cell,  attorneys  for  the  heirs 
of  Vidal  against  John  Innerarity,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing statement,  on  behalf  of  the  said  heirsj  to 
the  auditors  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  adjust 
and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  estate : 

John  Forbes,  with  three  others,  administered  on 
the  esute  at  this  place  in  June,  1806,  and  aflei^ 
wards  attached  the  effects  at  New  Orleans  for  a 
debt  due  to  bis  house. 

Forbes  became  responsible  for  one  tboosand 
six  hundred  dollar*  purchased  at  thesale  of  effects 
at  this  place. 
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Oo  tha  pciiriou  of  Forbes,  sccoritf  mi  d»- 
nuuided  of  Armas,  tba  executor  j  and  from  that 
dme,  we  believe,  tiie  proceedings  will  ihow  that 
lh«  eilaie  was  placed  under  the  control  of  Forbes. 

The  depoute  was  withdrawn  from  the  ireuur;, 
and  placed  io  the  bands  of  Forl>ee ;  and  the  pa* 
pers  wili  elearlf  show  ibat,  as  to  bii  own  debt, 
be  always  had  more  than  itn  amoant  in  hi*  hands. 
The  depoute  in  the  treasury  was  IrausTerred  to 
him ;  aod  wheo  ibii  was  applied  to  the  parmeat 
of  Arroyo's  toortgage,  ibe  amount  of  sales  at 
BaloD  RoD^  was  placed  in  hii  hands  by  way 
of  deposite  m  its  place.  The  whole  procmdiag 
shows  great  maa>{^meat,  and  clearly  proves  that 
the  amsira  of  the  estate  were  conducted  pretty 
much  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  Forbes. 


Orleans,  and  proceed  Io  make  sale  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  With  this  decree  he  never  com- 
plied. The  ptoperty  was  sold  by  the  sheriff,  in 
pursuance  of  the  improper  aad  illegal  stizare 
which  had  been  made. 

The  last  deerM  of  1810  recocniMs  thai  of  1806, 
as  does  also  that  of  1820.  This  proves  that  he 
had  never  accounted,  in  a  salisfaclory  manner,  to 
the  tribunal ;  and  the  probability  is,  that  the  re- 
cord from  New  Orleans  had  bMO  uniformly  re- 
jected. The  properly  was  no  doubt  sold  at  a  st- 
crifloe ;  the  record  can  only  furnish  evidence  that 
it  was  worth,  at  least,  the  amount  there  speciKed,. 
They  object  to  the  allowance  of  any  thing  but  i 
reasonable  cocomission,  and  claim  the  Iwlance, 
with  interest  from  1806.  No  other  disbursemenB 
were,  or  could  be,  authorized  by  the  court. 

We  refer  the  auditors  to  the  decree  of  Governor 
Folch,  ia  November,  1810.  It  is  positive  that  Mr. 
Innerarity  pay  over  to  the  court  the  amount  then 


authority  is  giveo  to  make  a  distribution.    This  is 
evidently  reserved  by  the  court  for  itself. 

An  exact  translation  of  that  decree  is  important. 
Token  with  the  decree  which  follows,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  intention 
of  the  court  that  the  money  should  be  paid  into 
the  treasury.  Any  payments  made  afterwards  by 
Innerarity  were  made  in  his  own  wrong,  and  un- 
authorized ;  and  the  receipt  of  individuals  ought 
to  be  allowed.  Such  appears  to  have  been  the  de- 
cision  of  the  auditor  in  IBSO;  for  we  cannot  doubt 
that  he  refers  to  such  when  he  speaks  of  simpl< 
private  papers.  That  decree  declares  these  papers 
Io  be  inadmissible:  they  prove  payments  made  in 
direct  opposition  to  ibe  decree.  We  therefore 
claim  at  least  the  balance  remaioing  in  the  hinds 
of  Mr.  Innerarity  in  1310,  with  inlereii  from  thai 
dale,  at  5  per  cent 

la  the  account  made  by  Leiba,  there  is  saii 
be  an  error  of  S'iOO  in  favor  of  tbe  estate.  Do- 
mingo Sousa  is  acquainted  with  this  fact.  Brrori 
of  this  kind  can  be  corrected  et  any  period. 

We  refer  to  tbe  decree  of  the  Ooveroor,  as  con- 
firming that  of  Saiires.  We  object  to  the  admis- 
sion of  any  payments  not  ex^essly  and  specielly 
sanctioned  by  the  tribunals ;  and  we  coDleod  that 


._.  record  from  New  Orleans  can  prove  Doiliiii| 
excepting  that  the  property  sold  for  at  least  i  ea- 
tain  amount,  and  may  serve  as  evidence  igains 
the  defendant  as  to  iis  value. 

The  deposite  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  IniMnnin: 
declared  to  be  unaccounted  for  in  1830;  asiuo 
ofpropCTtysoldinNewOrlains.  Tt- 
decree  of  1820  required  the  payment  of  the  di^ 
ite  into  the  treasury  as  a  preliminary  to  iht  tmt 
nent  of  the  accounts ;  and  that  part  of  the  deem 
which  slates  that  certain  papers  oad  been  njicml 
shows  thai  no  credits  were  allowed,  except  Lhoa 
which  appear  in  the  testamentary  paven.  Wf 
object  to  all  nnautborixed  payments,  sIiluHgli  ii 
should  appear  that  tbe  debts  have  been  Kcopurd 
by  the  tribunal. 

BRACKENRIDGE  &  CALL 
/or  th*  Plakt^i. 
Pehsacoi^,  Stplmbir  20, 1831. 
A  tme  copy  from  the  original  on  file  inn 
office. 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 
Cltrk  tf  £mc«I*m  Comt,  W.  I 
The  eouniel  for  the  beirs  of  Vidal  exee|ff  t«  ib 
report  of  the  aodtlors  appointed  to  adjan  nim- 
tie  the  accounts  of  tbe  ealate,  for  the  rMwui fol- 
io wing 


1st.  Because,  by  a  positive  decree  paxxd  ie  No- 

imber,  1810,  John  Innaarity  was  eiprtirij  ot- 

derod   to  pay  over  to  the  tribanal  the  taltsM. 


amounting  to  92,645,  then  in  bis  bands;  tod 
authority  was  given  him  to  pay  to  tbe  cre^icn 
tbeir  dividends  out  of  this  snm.  They  were  pud 
by  Innerarity  in  his  own  wrong,  and  so  iitn;  de- 
creed by  8uaresin]S20.  The  utmost  be  aDtliin 
from  the  equity  of  the  court  is  tbe  power  to  eon- 
pel  those  whom  be  bas  paid  to  enter  satis&tria 
on  ihe  judicial  proeecdings,  and  for  wfaietisni- 
sonable  time  may  be  allowed. 

2d.  Therecord  fromNewOrleanaeanKrrebBl 
for  one  single  purpose — to  prove  the  valueof  ll" 
property  »M.  By  a  deeree  of  S^rtembn'.  1906. 
Forbies  was  expressly  ordered  to  raise  tbe  at- 
taehpMnts,  and  dispose  of  tbe  efleeti  by  pnrtK 
sale.  Tbia  decree  appears  to  hare  been  reptwi 
several  tioieaia  the  course  of  the  proeeediairi*''^' 
□nt  any  alteratioti,  down  to  IBIO,  and  u  ife 
recognised  by  Suares,  in  1830.  An  acceoni  <t 
sales  made  in  the  manner  forbidden  by  tbe  Dibo- 
nal,  and  a  disposition  of  tbe  proceeds  b  a  ohhim 
never  aanotbned,  is  no  compliance  with  die  it- 
cree  of  1806.  He  is  responeiUe  for  the  wkJ( 
amount,  and  with  interest  from  the  time  of  nie. 
BRACKENRIDGE  &  CALL 
PENSAcoi^a,  OcbibiT  6, 1321 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  Ste  in  >^' 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 

Clerk  of  ExwoHve  Omt,  W.  F. 

No.  13. 

SlaUmtnt  ^rMMlsd  to  lAe  AvditoTM  by  Join  isMnm^ 

To  the  Atidilors  appointed  by  the  Sapteme  i*- 

didal  court  of  West  Florida  fi>r  reeeiviflr  at 


>d  by  Google 
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nmneUoKi  m  FbirUa — 0«ural  Aobon. 
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I    fKTDT    of, 

John  lauenritT,  in  obedicDce  to  ihe  decree  of 
ihe  said  court,  submiu  the  foil  owing  atatemeDl  of 
the  deposites  of  moneys  belonging  to  said  estate, 
aDd  ot  the  sums  paid  to  Ihe  creditors  thereof,  to 
whom  the  same  were  adjudged  by  the  Judicial 
contador,  as  the  dividend  to  which  thev  were  re- 
spMtirety  entitled  out  of  Ihe  funds   belonging  lo 


Amount  of  ■■*«(■  JecUred  by  the  Iribuoal  to  be  in 
oar  hsndi  ia  November,  1810,  of  which  luin  wa 
are  onlered  by  the  Mid  tribanal  lo  pay   -  $3,Rt5  S 

To  EoptirMynB  HiuBnl,  u  p«r 

ber  receipt  herewith    -        •  (1,379  0 

To  Terence-  Le  Blanc,  paid  by 
our  ifent,  W.  Wmpaon,  in 
New  OrleMK.     -        -        -        100  9^ 

To  M%iMt  Eilma,  pud  by  oar 
boose  in  Mobile,  aa  per  oar 
book*  -        .        .        .        4810 

To  the  eterha  <d  the  eontt,  by 
order  M  pay  Nteolet'i  dtri- 
daad  and  caste,  aa  pet  their 
Tscaipt  barawitb  &1S0J 

S^ASa  3 

IIST 
Amount  rccoTered  of  the  atiaii9' 

ofNen  Oiieana  •        -        •     $1S8  6 
Leee,  eotl  of  record  herewith  -  0  3 


Amount  remBining  in  our  faanda  as  an 
ofiiei  ngainat  9*531  still  dug,  as  de- 
clared bj  the  tribanal        -        -        -        glW » 

By  the  aboiv  Matenient,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  asseu  of  the  estate  amonnt- 
•d  to -  •7,0M  9i 

The  claims  agalnai  it  to  -  -        -      4,101  4 


oonscqueatlf,  the  eiiate  baving  been  UDaM«  to  pay 
Ihe  Bccrediied  denaixls  which  had  been  allowed 
■gainst  it,  than  con  possibly  ramaiB  nothing  for 
tbe  legateas  or  heirs ;  and  hetice  tbay  bare  no  da- 
mutd  agaiiui  tbe  luate  of  if orbes.  If  there  ar« 
any  dcnuntk  igMiut  Ibat  Ann,  it  is  the  creditor* 
alone  who  can  make  them.  Lai  as  exatnine  how 
tbe  mattM  suail*  with  them.  By  tbe  settlement 
of  tbe  eataie  in  1810,  te  eilch  creditor  was  assigned 
by  Ihe  judicial  eonlailor  a  diridcnd  proportioned 
to  his  claim,  and  to  the  quantum  of  assets  to  meet 
the  name ;  and,  by  a  decree  of  the  tame  year,  found 
on  tfae  last  page  of  the  ^nocMdiogs,  this  respond- 
ettt,  as  agent  of  «aid  house,  was  ordered  to  pay 
over  the  sum  or^,645|,  the  remainder  of  the  de- 
posite,  to  the  creditors ;  which  was  done,  as  abore 
shown,  and  by  the  papers  herewith  presented,  and 
ixiarhed  Nos.  1,  S,  3,  4,  and  6. 

It  wiU  be  remarked  that  the  decree  abore  men- 
tioned o(4en  tn  to  pay,  after  two  uonlha  ftom  tbe 
date  thereof— «ot  into  the  court,  as  Messrs.  Brack. 


enridge  and  Call  supposed — but  to  pay  the  moiKy, 
because  the  tribanal  had  no  discretion  orer  the 
claims  of  creditors  in  giving  a  longer  time,  (no 
hay  ofMrfo  en  ttte  tribmul.) 

The  claims  of  these  crediton  were  satisfled,  as 
by  the  receipt  of  E.  Hisnard  for  the  share  or  divi- 
dend altoww  her,  and  that  of  the  clerks  of  the  court 
for  the  snme  allowed  the  perron s  therein  mentioned, 
amply  appears.  Mr.  Forbes,  being  recognised  as 
the  attorney  of  Don  Miguel  EslsTa.  ot  Mobile, 
WHS  Buiborized  as  such  to  r^in  his  share  or  divi- 
dend in  his  own  hands^  and  to  settle  with  him 
whan  called  upon  ;  which  was  done,  en  will  ap- 
pear by  an  inspection  of  the  original  entries  in  our 

The  record  from  Hew  Orleans  shows  how  the 
property  in  that  city  belonging  to  Vidal's  estate 
w*s  dispoeed  of.  Mr.  Forbes,  perceiTiog  that  the 
estate  in  Florida  was  not  sufficient  lo  pay  the 
debts,  brought  suits  before  the  superior  cotirt  of 
that  Terriiory  for  the  recovery  of  m  much  of  hi* 
debt  as  the  goods  might  cover,  and  thus  acouired 
a  prcfaence  over  other  creditors  as  to  tbe  vaioe  of 
those  goods,  he  being  the  first  who  attached  than; 
huwarer,  they  not  being  sufficient  to  pay  his  clain 
against  the  eatate,  be  came  in  for  an  eqnat  divi- 
deod  of  the  asaets  in  Florida,  which  was  allowed 
hira  in  theseiilmieBt  of  the  estate  by  tbe  tribanal 
here. 

The  wit  being  brought  in  New  Orleans  for  tfae 
fMoverv  of  a  just  debt,  due  by  note  of  hand,  this 
tribunal  could  have  no  control  over  the  proceed- 
inga  of  Ihe  eonrt  there,  nor  direct  in  whose  favor 
tike  judgment  should  m  given ;  hence,  the  order 
referred  lo  by  Messrs.  Braebenridge  and  Call  has 
no  weight ;  amd,  if  Hr.  Forbes  teeoreMd  any 
thing  from  that  source  independent  of  the  other 
creditors,  it  was  a  good  forlnne,  procured  by  his 
diligence  in  discovering  property  in  another  juris- 
diction, to  whose  courts  be  had  applied  for  jus- 
tice, as  far  as  it  could  be  obtained  from  tbe  means 
witnin  their  power. 

It  will  be  remarked,  thai  this  suit  was  defended 
by  the  executor  of  the  estate,  who  aeons  lo  hare 
been  satisfied  with  the  judgment  of  the  court; 
therefore,  no  blame  can  attach  to  the  cosdact  of 
Mr.  Forbes  in  this  particular,  He  waa  in  pursuit 
of  his  claim  wherever  he  could  find  propeiiy,aBd, 
with  all  his  art  and  industry,  did  not  find  eoongb 
his  demands ;  so  that,  so  far  from  hi*  firm 


having  any  thing  iu  their  bauds  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  Vixlal,  nis  legal  and  just  claims  aj 
the  same  retnain  yet  uDsatisfied, 


IS  against 


A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 
JOHN  C.  CONNOR,  Clnk. 

No.  14. 
To  the  Aadttori  t^tpoinlid  f)>r-  theiwriatiffattim  t^Hig 

aeeomUt,  ^.,  of  Ihe  ataU  of  Don  Ifieolal  Maria 

Vidal. 

Gentlemen  :  In  relation  to  tbe  rectwaition  and 
payment  of  the  debts  due  to  Eslara  and  Le  Blanc, 
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I  beg  leare  to  state,  that  the  debt  of  8500  due  to 
£ilava  was  first  viriuallv  recogaised  hf  the  eiec 
utor,  DoD  CriKtoval  de  Annas,  as  appean  by  the 
procKdings.  Id  the  various  stages  of  those  pro- 
ceedings, Mr.  Forbes  was  admitted  by  ihe  tribu- 
dbI  as  the  represratative  of  the  said  debt.  It  was 
further  formally  recognised  it  the  judicial  meeting 
of  the  creditors,  and  Bnally  and  defiailively  recog- 
nised bv  the  tribunal  iueli,  in  the  formation  of  Che 
judicial  account  by  the  auditor  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  who  assigned  S^^  a*  the  pro  rata  share 
in  the  diaiiibucion  di  the  assets.  I  repeal  that 
Mr.  Forbes  acted  ihiougbout  as  the  attorney  of 
Eslara,  and  ibe  proof  of  the  payment  is  on  the 
face  of  the  books  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.  in  the 
most  ambeutic  form;  and  regular  mercantile 
books,  agreeably  to  the  Spanish  laws,  are  admitted 
in  all  tribunals  as  bona  fide  evidence  of  (he  first 
grade. 

Tbe  erideoce  of  the  payment  of  Le  Blanc's 
debt,  or  the  pro  rota  share  assigned  to  bim  by  the 
tribunal,  (say  «20g  2i)  is  to  be  found  in  the  books 
of  tbe  late  William  Simpson,  a  partner  of  John 
Fofbe*  &,  Co.,  and  who  maaaged  their  establish- 
ment  ia  New  Orleans.     I  have  not  in  my  posMssioE 


Grtol 
obili 


^labile.  Had  I  had  any  antjeipation  of  the  pres- 
ent course  of  proceedings,  I  would  have  been  pre- 
pared. A  strong  collateral  proof  of  its  payment 
IS,  that  no  other  demand  has  been  made  of  tb« 
same ;  and  all  that  can  be  reqaired  of  me  is  to 
sacisfv  the  parties,  if,  by  any  remote  contingency, 
we  should  be  legally  called  on.  Any  thing  be- 
yond this  would  be  tra Telling  out  of  the  record, 
and  oroitepping  the  mbicon  of  the  law. 

I  have  only  farther  to  observe,  that,  if  any  ex- 
ceptions should  be  taken  to  any  thine  had  or  done 
lonching  tbe  acconntaof  said  estate,  Messrs.  Brack- 


to  give  bim  information  thereof,  so  that  be  may 
come  forward  and  set  every  thing  in  h  legal  ^int 
of  view.  He  has  ako  pledged  himself  immediately 
to  come  here,  and  would  have  remained  but  for 
bis  full  conviction  that  every  thing  was  in  proper 
form.  I  doubt  not  that  I  shall  be  allowed  the  full 
benefit  of  Messrs.  Brackenridge  and  Call's  pledge, 
because  it  would  be  dealing  very  harshly  with 
to  deprive  me  of  Ihe  aid  of  my  counsel,  who  i 
obliged  to  return  on  family  affiiira.  He  expressed 
his  conviction  that  his  return  here  would  not  be 
necessary,  bui^  in  the  event  of  my  giving  him  in- 
formation of  Its  being  requisite,  promised  that  be 
would  come  to  my  relief  instancer. 

One  more  observation,  gentlemen,  and  I  havi 
dcMie.    You  have  borne  tesiimony  to  the  verr  re 

5ulBr  and  elegant  manner  in  which  the  booas  of 
ohn  Forbes  &.  Co.  appear  to  be  kept.  As  to  the 
basis  of  good  faith  on  which  the  whole  of  tbe 
ftansaclions  rest,  1  flatter  mvself  you  cannot  have 
a  shadow  of  doubt.  All  which  is  most  respect- 
fully submitted  by,  gentlemen. 
Your  laoat  obedient  Mrvant, 

JOHN  INNBRAKITY. 


JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 
CUrk  ExteaHve  Omrt  W.  F. 

To  the  Avditon  appointti  by  Hit  Exedleney  tie  Got- 

traor  to  imitttignU  the  aceotaits  aftlie  utate  of  De» 

NieoUu  Maria  Vidtd. 

Gehtlemeh  :  As  it  has  recurred  to  my  memory 
that  some  observation  was  ineidentallv  made  tif 
your  board  in  relation  to  the  two  hundred  doUais 
paid  to  Mr.  Livingston,  it  becomes  my  daij  re- 
spectfully 10  state  to  you,  that  the  said  son  was 
paid  by  an  order  of  coort,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lir- 
mgston  that  all  the  expenses,  costs  of  court,  and 
charges  of  office,  should  be  paid,  and  deducted  by 
the  sherifi)  and  the  net  proceed*  deliveted  orer  1^ 
him.  This  was  done  accordingly,  aa  af^ieArs  fay 
the  sheriff's  aceonnl;  tbe  balance  (9188  75)  was 
paid  by  bim  into  the  hands  of  Vr.  WilUam  Simp- 
son, the  partner  of  Mr.  Fmbes,and  the  dtrecUrof 
bis  house  in  New  Orleans.  Had  it  been  other- 
wise, Mr.  Livingston  would  have  Bp«lied  to  Hr. 
Simpson  for  his  fees,  and  not  to  the  sBcrilE 

I  again  beg  leave  to  impress  on  your  attentioa 
that  the  sum  in  question  was  not  paid  by  the  voli- 
tion or  act  of  Mr.  Forbes,  because,  in  my  hnmbfe 
opinion,  here  the  line  of  distinction  is  to  be  drrwn. 
Let  us  examine  how  Mr.  Forbes  would  beafiected 
by  another  constiaction  of  this  transac  lion — ttr^U 
gralia,:  Suppose  it  be  said  Mr.  Forbes  shall  hare 
the  benefit  of  what  was  received  in  New  Orieans, 

which  was $168  06 

Bat  heshall  bear Mr.LivingBton'scbargea  2O0  00 

Difference  against  Mr.  Forbea  -  ffll  02 

Thus,  instead  of  beiog  beoeffled  ftv  all  his  mo- 
ble,  or  receiving  any  thing  from  this  aoorce,  be 
would,  by  this  -modm  operandi,  sctoaUy  anslaiB  a 
loss  of  811  OS.  Such  a  recovoy  wmiM  be  oa 
JrifitM,  and  such  a  mode  of  procedoic  an  inranoa 
of  all  justice  j  but  far  be  it  from  me,  ^enlkuot, 
to  interfere  with  your  province,  and  stttl  TaRha 
to  suppose  that  such  a  conrse  ctmld  for  «  mooeil 
meet  your  sanction.  Idngnage  ha*  Bo  sig*  ac 
equivaloil  to  characterize  saclt  aa  aaonaaly. 

This  mode  of  stating  tbe  case  is  M  palpuly  ob- 
vious, that  1  have  to  beg  your  pnwm  for  thn 
buroing  candles  by  teyligh^  graniloaity  diseav 
ing  intutlive  truth  which  nquites  no  iltosliatiow 

1  have  the  hontv  lo  be,  very  lesfieclfnUj,  gesiie- 
men,  your  mo*t  obedient  aemat, 

JOHN  INNERARITT. 

A  true  ropy  fron  the  original  on  file  ia  nf 

JOHN  a  CONNOR, 

Cieri  o/EaaOiM  Cain,  W.  P. 

No.  IS. 
Tebhitort  of  OaiJjAMS,  to  »A  .- 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  the  7th  dayof  JiJFi 
in  the  yeu  of  our  Lord  1606,  into  tbe  uaiJ* 
ooorl  fot  the  Tertitocy  afonsaid,  c«iB«  Joha  rate 
&  Co.,  of  Pensacola,  ia  Wert  Phind^  hjr  Ada 
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auomer,  Bdntd  Liyia^Mw,  ani  iltd.tk«ir  peti- 
'    tiOD  in  toe  wocdi  faUomng;,  to  wit : 

To  tie  koaoratU  tht  Sitpirior  Cmrt  of  the  Ihriton 

o/Orkam. 

The  petiuon  of  ioba  Forbes  &.  Co.,  of  PesM- 

cola,m  West  FioridL  humbly  sboweth:    That 

nicoltw  Maria  Vidal,  lale  auditor  of  tnt  io  the 

Srorince  of  West  Florida,  was,  at  llie  lime  of  bie 
nib,  iodebted  to  four  petiiiojiert  in  the  suoa  of 
93,361  50.  for  moocw  laot.  and  for  goods,  warn, 
and  raeicttandise  deliverea  to  htm  ia  his  UfetinM, 
as  appean  by  the  anoeied  acconiit  and  affi^^'i'- 
Aad  your  [«lttioDerG  sbow  thai  they  bare  oat 
been  able,  in  West  Florida  afonsaid,  or  eUenbere 
out  of  thii  Tenicory,  to  discoiar  aav  aaiets  suffi- 
cient to  payor  secure  their  said  debt,  but  that  they 
had  beea  loforoted,  and  Teriiy.  belie?e,  that  aundty 
valuable  effects  belongiag  to  the  said  Nioolas  Vidal 
were,  prerious  to  his  departure  from  this  place, 
deposited  in  the  Uiauline  cod  rent,  iu  this  city, 
where  thesatoeDow  are.  Your  petitioners,  huiobLy 
prayihatthesaJde&ctsmaybeseizedaadattsched 
by  the  sheriff  of  the  city  and  couuly  of  New  Otr 
leans,  and  that  the  save  may  be  sold,  according 
to  law,  to  satikfy  your  petitioners'  debt,  with  ta- 
leresl  and  costs.  And  your  petitioners,  &c. 
EDW.  LIVINGSTON, 
Ofcoatud/orpla^ip. 
Edward  LiTiuffsioD,  attorney  in  fact,  by  substi- 
tution of  John  Forbes  &,  Co.,  being  duly  swam, 
doth  dfpose  and  say  r  That  he  ha*  twea  ioformed, 
and  verily  belieTes,  tbat  there  ate  in  the  confent 
in  this  city  several  truoks  of  effects  belonging  to 
the  estate  of  the  wiihin-oamed  Nicolas  M.  Vi<lal, 
under  the  care  of  Mr!<.  Xavier,  the  superior  of  the 
said  convent. 

BDW.  LIVINGSTON. 
Upon  which  »aid  pelUioa  tift  following  endorse- 
tn«nt  was  made,  to  wit : 

"  Let  an  attacbmeni  iwue  aosor^iBgly-    Jul?  7, 
1808." 

"  J.  B.  PHEVOST." 
Here  follow  the  documents  referred  to  in  the 
roregotng  petition : 

Eitale  o/  Ban  I/iwlas  Maria  Vi^  laU  atuSitor  of 
w»r  n  thi»  proDUMX,  to  Joka  Foiiti  ^  Co.  Dr. 

IS05.  December  14lh.    For  this  sum 

lent  him         -        -         -        '    93,000  0 
Mie  18th.    Far  uoooot  of  M>ii> 
diy  merchandise  fotniahtd.him 
b^ore  his  death       ■       -       -         201  4 

Errors  excepted ;  83,361  4 

JOHN  FORBES  &  Co. 
PEHe*coi.A,  /uw  18, 1806. 
Before  me,  Don  Vicente  Folch  y  Jiun,  GoTemor 
G}«neral  of  His  Majesty's  province  of  West  Flor- 
ida, dbc..  personally  appeand  John  Forbes,  a  part- 
ner   ia  tfte  house  of  Jofaa  Forbes  Bt,  Co.,  of  this 
pljice,    who,  being  duly  sworn,  by  placing  his 
Hands  on  the  holy  Evangelists,  deposeth  and  saitb ; 
riutt  tbe  above  nun  of  93361  and  4  reals  is  troly 
17th  Com.  Ist  Sssa.— 77 


Mafia  Vidal  to  the  said  John  fteboi  ft 
Co.,  as  ajiqicais  by  their  merMtstile  hooka,  Ivgo- 
latly  kept.  In  teatimoBf  wbenol^  he  sqms.tBMe 
presents,  bcfon  me  and  two  witncsMS,  (lor  want 
of  ■  ao^  paUic,  in  PeoMCola,)  this  iBth  day-of 

WitDttaes  pnvni : 

Pablo  Laun, 

Fran.  Xav.  Natanno. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  John 
Forbes  &.  Co.,  of  West  Flodda^.  iwrahMt*,  have 
made,  ordained,  coosiltuted,  asd  appvuilcd,  and 
by  these  pr«seius  do  ordain,  make,  coriMitule,  aiid 
appoint,  Mr.  George  Pollock,  of  New  OrlMH, 
merchant,  our  true  and  lawful  attorneyj  for.us, 
an<t  in  our  name  and  stead,  and  to  our  u$e,  to  ask. 
demand,  sue  for,  levy,  recover,  and  receive  all  and 
every  such  sum  anil  sums  of  money,  debt^  rent^ 

ioods,  chattels,  wares,  dues,  accounts,  and  o.thet 
emands  wbatsoever,  wbicb  now  is,  oc  axe,  or 
hereafter  may  become,  due,  owing,  ^yaWe,  or  be- 
longing to  us,  or  detained  from  us,  to  any  manner 
of  ways  or  means  wbatsoever,  by  any  person  ai 
persons  residins  or  being  in  the  district  of  New 
Orleans,  or  in  Loninana;  and  more  e 
Bttaeb,  sue  for,  and  take  into  his  t>0' 
properly,  real  or  personal,  belonging  tc 
of  Don  Nicolas  Maria  Vidal,  deceased,  and  to  hold 
the  same  for  our  account,  or  so  muco  thereof  as 
.wLI  pay  tbe  annexed  account,  with  charges  of  at- 
tachment, or  otharwise  secure  us;  g'ivi.og  and 
grantine  unto  tbe  said  attorney,  by  these  preseiUs, 
full  and  whole  power,  strength,  and  authority,  in" 
and  about  said  premises,  lo  have,  use,  and  take 
all  Awful  ways  end  means  in  onr  name  for  the 
recovery  thereof;  and  upon  tbe  receipt  of  any  such 
debts,  dues,  or  sums  of  money  aforesaid,  acquit- 
tances, or  any  other  sufficient  discharaes,  for  us 
and  in  our  name  to  make,  seal,  and,  deliver,  and, 
generally,  all  and  every  other  act  and  acts,  thing 
and  thinn,  device  or  devices  in  the  law,  whatso- 
erer,  needful  and  necessary  lo  bedone  in  and  about 
the  premises,  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  do,  exe- 
cute, and  perform,  as  fully,  largely,  and  amply,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  we  mishi  or  could  do, 
if  wa  were  then  and  there  personally  present,  or  as 
if  the  matter  required  more  special  authority  than 
is  herein  given,  and  attorneys  one  or  mow  undei 
him,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  to  make  and  snV 
slitute,  and  agam  at  pleasure  to  revoke  and  di» 


especially  to 
idssession,  all 


isei  hereby  ntifyvig^AUawing,  and  bnUing  for 
S«m,  valid,  and  efiectiwl,  all  and  wbaUHTOf  our 
said  attorney  shall  lawfully  do  or  cause  to  be  done 


and  about  Ihe  premises,  by  virtue  herereof. 
In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our 
bands  and  seal,  at  Pensacola,  in  West  Florida. 
Ibis  18th  day  of  June,  in  tbe  year  of  our  £.ord 
1806. 

JOHN  FORBES  &  Co. 
Sealed  and  delivered  in  tbe  presence  of 

T.  B.  MiTCBBLh 

R.  P.  Johnson. 
On  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  before  me,  John 
Lyna,  notary  public  for  the  Territory  of  Orleani^ 
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dwdliw  in  the  city  of  New  Orlean*,  dul;  Quali- 
fied aDO^commiuioDed,  personiUj'  aroeared  Thoa. 
B.  HUohdl,  of  PeoMcola,  ia  West  Florida,  who, 
bein^  bf  me  duly  Ewom  according  to  law,  did 
Ktlennily  swear  and  lay  that  bewai  preseDt  al  tbe 
execution  of  the  within  letter  of  atioroey;  and 
that  John  Forbes,  one  of  the  firm  of  John  Forbe* 
&  Co.,  of  Pentacola  aforesaid,  executed  the  same; 
and  that  this  appearer,  alouz  with  R.  P.  Johnson, 
did  then  and  tberc  ngn  tbeir  names  thereto  as 
T.  B.  MITCHELL. 


Id  teatimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
band,  with  tbe  said  appearer.  and  hare  affixed 
my  seal  of  office,  ihia  Hth  day  of  June,  A.  D, 
1806.  JOHN  LYNA,  JftAify  PMic. 

Andafterwardii,  to  wit:  At  a  superior  court  beld 
for  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  at  ine  principal,  in 
the  city  of  Orleans,  on  the  lit  day  of  Sepiemtwr, 
it)  tbe  year  of  our  Lord  1S06: 

On  certificate  of  the  sherifl|  that  ihe  propertjr 
attached  in  this  case  is  of  a  perishable  nature,  ii 
is  "ordered  that  the  same  be  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof  retained  until  the  further  order  of  this 

Aod  af^wards,  to  wit:  At  a  superior  court 
held  for  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  at  the  principal, 
in  the  city  of  Orleans,  on  tbe  lOih  day  ot  Septem- 
ber, is  the  year  of  oor  Lord  J806: 


Ordtnd,  Thai  Measn.  RodrigucE  and  De  la  Bta 
be  appointed,  on  'behalf  of  the  estate  of  Vidal,  ap- 
praisers of  the  properly  attached,  in  coDJoacliwi 
wilh  two  others  tobearnioiatedonbebalfofFotbd 
&  Co.,  by  tbe  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Orleans. 

And  afterwards,  to  wit:  At  a  superior  conn 
held  for  tbe  Territory  of  Orleans,'at  the  principil, 
in  tbe  city  of  Orleans,  on  theSSUi  day  of  Norem- 
ber,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord  1806: 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Livingston  for  tbe  plaia- 
tiff,  with  coDseolof  Mr.  Rodri^ez,  of  coonsel  (ai 
the  executor  of  N.  M.  Vidal.  it  is  ordered,  "tliat 
the  moneys  received  by  the  sWiff,  oo  tbe  attach- 
ment in  tbe  cause,  be  paid  to  tbe  {dainritTs  attor- 
ney; and,  that  afler  deducting  tbe  costs  and  n- 
peases  attending  tbe  suit,  as  well  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff  as  tne  defendant,  the  balance  be  remit- 
ted to  the  proper  officer  of  Ihe  Spanish  GoTctii- 
menl,  at  Pensacola,  baring  charge  of  the  said  ok- 
cession." 

I  do  hereby  certifv,  that  tbe  foregoiae  is  a  tne 
copy  of  the  original  record  on  file  in  tne  eirrk't 
office  of  tbe  superior  court  for  the  Territory  of 
Orleans. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  herenDto  aei  mj 
hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  my  office,  this  twea- 
ty-Sftb  day  of  Joly,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ooe 
tbousaod  eight  hundred  and  seren. 

J.  W.  SMITH,  CUrl 


No.  Ifl. 
George  T,  Awi  in  aeeouni  with  the  ataU  of  Hieotat  Vidal. 


To  amwinl  of  sale  of  property 


Caah  paid  B.  LiTlnptMi    - 
OicTcbiige  on  ulu  - 
Sheriff'!  fees,  iadudiae  comn 
don,  adTartiaemrnla,  and  i 
tage,  cartage,  4c,    ■ 
lalaacB,  paid  W.  Simpaoa,  i 


Naw  OaiBAaa,  aqOtmitr  M,  MK. 
I  ewtiiy  tb<  abova  acoount  to  be  juit  and  true,  and  that  the  naaey  paid  J.  Rodriinei  wu  ra  «Daa«qata< 
'  an  order  fram  the  10017107  eouti  diraclad  l»  ma,  and  br  •errtees  perlbrmed  bj  him  ai  an  attarae;. 

GEORGE  T.  ROSS,  LaU  8k^. 


Cash  paid  Crliti>*al  da  Am**,  bj 

order  ofiuperior  court 
Cub  paid  J>  Rodrigaei,  bj  order 

laadered  N.  Vidal  and  hii  «■• 
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Joseph  Nidiohi  • 

Edwin]  hinaglUu 

Libotber 

MIcluIl  Taidtll  - 

Bartonlin 

MicheU  YirdeU  - 

Jowph  Nicholu  - 

JoMph  NiehoUa  • 

Baitonlin 

Omrga  T.  Rom    • 

Rodrisno     - 
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No.  17. 
Auounl  of  taia  of  Maria  de  VidoTt  pnjMrlif. 


MarchindUea. 


1  lot  4rf  chiDti  -        -        -        - 
I  pair  of  iifeatmMt  pota  - 
8  pain  of  >wcatm«it  pot* 
1  Mt  of  tDintri-pisM  omuiiBDto 


Ccna 


JoHiph  Nicholas    • 
Jofcph  Nicholu    - 
Artnitige 
Jobert  - 
Millaudon     - 
Morel   ■ 
De  U  Ru«    - 
Bcrtoulin 
Jamei  Carrick 
Joseph  Niebolia    - 
Aag.  McCaity       - 
De  la  Raa    - 

KiDB      ■ 

Md.  LamanriaD  - 
Gearga  T.  Roaa  • 
George  T.  Km*  - 
George  T.  Ro«  - 
Edward  LiTiDgiUD 


rallac 


Barnard  Omioi 

DaboDTf 
KalngiM       - 

KCDII     - 

Marian 


1  gUas  globea  - 

1  glaaa  glob*    - 

I  large  glaaa  glob*   ■ 

1  large  glass  globe   - 

i  large  glaas  globe   - 

1  foantain 

1  amiH  benita 

1  lol  of  glau  table  w 

I  ehambei  pot 

1  ejUnder 

t  pair  of  lanterns 

1  pair  of  lantCTDs     - 


BoDaparte 

Wssbinglon 

fine  print 

bidet  and  sjringe  - 

china  ania    - 

spitting  boxes,  and  ti 

setofbameta 


2436 


Forwhal  mU. 


Cartage  and  crier 
etorage   - 
Advertiseiaaiit* 


Sheriff^B  fees : 

Serriea  of  allaehmaat        .         .        -        -        - 
Otrdei  for  sale  ------- 

DisooiuitonVSSS  Hi 

Order  fcr  appraieamanta,  and  appraiaainents,  Ac 


Urqnhait'i  altachment,  iheriff's  lees,  and  eipeniei 
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Bb 

Nilitfbnwd 

tma 

fitt» 

91M  76 

Eirora  uid  omiaiioDi  eicapud  : 

EDWABD  LITiNGSi 
ntw  OuuTi,  3/anA  U,  1807. 

State  of  Lodisuna,  City  qf  Nev  OrUatii  : 

I,  OreeDbnrp  Ridgelf  StriDser,  notary  public  in  nad  for  the  said  citf  of  New  Oileuu,  dolj  eoB- 
nisnoned,  do  herebjr  certify  that  I  have  thu  daf  cMcfuUy  lead  and  compared  the  foregouig  mitkA 
docnment  with  a  certain  orinnal  docDowat  nuporting  to  be  an  account  of  tales  by  the  Utc  Qea^e 
T.  Rom,  bb  sheriff  of  New  Orleans,  dated  March  84, 1807,  recorded  in  my  carreni  register  for  this 
yeu  at  page  350,  tinder  date  of  this  day ;  and  that  the  fbicgoing  is  a  tme  and  faithful  copy  of  Ibe  said 
original,  recorded  as  aforesaid. 

In  uith  whereof  1  grant  these  presents  under  my  notarial  firm  and  seal,  at  N«w  Ortewis  albt»- 
said,  dtis  12lh  day  of  September,  i 


that  1  was  well  acquainted  with  the  late  George  T.  Ross,  of  this  city,  and  for  eomelimesherilTof  iJus 

Crish;  that  the  handwriting  and  signature  of  the  said  George  T.  Ross  is  welt  known  to  me;  that  I 
n  examined  the  signature  of  "  George  T.  Ross,  sheriff  of  Orleans,"  to  the  original  recorded  docD- 


Bwnt,  of  which  I  have  cettiftMl  the  foresoing  to  be  a  copy ;  and  that  I  do  verily  lielieTe  the  said  sig- 
■alure  to  be  the  handwriting  of  Ibe  said  late  Oeorge  T.  Rom,  deceased. 

In  testimony  whereof  fgrant  these  pteaents,  under  my  notarial  firm  and  seal,  at  the  city  of  Kew 
Otlans,  Ibis  12ih  day  of  September,  one  ihousaad  eigkt  hnndred  and  twenty-one. 

Q.  R.  STRINGER,  Jfotarv  iUUe. 

UniTED  Btatbs  op  Amemca,  SlaU  of  LottitUata: 

By  Thomas  Bollino  RoBERTaON,  Goti«rndr  (^  iKe  StaU  of  LcmUiana  ; 
These  are  to  certify,  that  G.  R.  Stringer,  E*q^  whose  name  is  subscribed  to  the  iastnuacBt  of 
irritteg  hereunto  annexed,  was,  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same,  and  is  now,  a  notary  psfalic  in  aad 
for  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  duly  qualified  and  eonHtUMioned. 

Given  at  New  Orleans  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  State,  this  thirteenth  day  of  Smttaabs,    ; 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  tbc  fetty- 
uxtb. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Governor: 

P.  DERBIGNY,  Secnttuy  0/  Stale. 

Na  18. 
The  undersigned,  andiiors  appointed  by  the  aapreme  judicial  court  in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Nicolas 
Maria Vidal  aeainst  John  Innerarity,  as  by  comminion  bearing  date  September  17,  1681,  to  ar- 
range and  settle  the  accounb  of  said  estate,  respectfully  report; 

That,  conceiving  the  end  of  their  appointment  could  only  be  attained  by  a  strict  examinatkua  of 
every  narlicular  ftom  the  commencement  of  the  proceedings,  they  have  esonuoed  the  daenmeBli 
thtongnout  with  great  eare  and  attention,  and  believe  they  have  obtained  a  eartect  knoiriedgc  1^ 
every  thing  connected  with  tbe  subject ;  and  believing  a  detailed  statement  wusld  be  mon  aatisftc- 
tory  to  the  court  than  any  other  mode,  they  beg  leave  to  labaut  the  foUowing  asihcraaikof  that 
inrestigation : 

Bhortly  aftsr  tbe  deectae  of  the  teststor,  snd  b«fai«  a  will  wu  known  to  exist,  sn  invntory  w»  takte 
of  the  e&cis  in  this  pimee,  which  were  deposilad  in  ■  warehoow  belonging  to  John  Forbei  ft  Co.,  aad  w«n 
afterword*  sold  by  Cnitoval  de  Armas,  the  eiecntor.  Upon  •  patition  (rf  John  Forbes  dc  Co.,  In  behalf  iJ 
.1. 1^^  ^^  otheia,  Da  Armss  wm  ordered  to  give  Neurit;,  or  relinqnisb  bis  tmsl. 
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AnuM,  ap»H  retiaqutohiiiB  hii  coatrel  o> 
eoTml,  and  to  embrwe  oiery  thiog  up  to  Itu 
Amauiit  of  ikle*  of  proHrty  >t  ■uclion  - 
Amoont  of  moDey  found  in  houja  - 
Eip«nd«d  b;  MilUu  ~ 

fnaeiwl,  Ac    -        .       .       . 

Omiidan  ia  »]«■ :  two  qair«i  papar 


T  tha  properly,  nibmilted  the  fbnawing  acconnt, 


a  Caireraa,  io  wboaa  hauila  it  « 


I  ]^ced,  for  eipeaaea  of 


Pftid  for  paper  $3  ud  f  8  4    - 

Ciier  and  dnunmei  at  auction 
Bakar'a  biU    ■        -        ■        . 


McToj,  home  cupentet,  bj  order  • 

Father  Col— n 

FiancUoo  JoHla,  for  com  ... 
Jow  ie  Clonet,  ibr  nood  ... 
Doctor  Henieda,  aaaeaior  ... 
Taylor,  for  article*  at  faomat  -  .  . 
For  baoliDg  two  loadi  .... 
Verification  of  will  .... 

Commisaion*,  fi  per  cent,  on  loeoUBt  receiied 


Dob  txim  Caa*  Luenga,  for  gooda  M  mI* 

Dbb  Etom  L*  Pes*       ...... 

Doe  bom  3.  Donsand    ...... 

One  fran  Vincent  Fcddi        -        .        .        .        . 

Mm  r«thea  &  Co'a  doe  bill,  in: 

Booght  by  tlieai  at  aale 

Boogbt  irj  Gamra,  amiMd  by  tbnn      • 

Boofhil^Aimo 

Bought  by  Calileron 

Paid  by  De  Armaa  to  La  Pens,  preiaraed  incloded  - 

Amonnt  depoaitcd  in  money  ..... 


Belauied  by  Se  Armai,  nnder  aanction  of  Ibe  tribunal 
Amonnt  retained  by  tribanal  from  depoaita*    - 
Piiat  taxation  of  cMl*      ...... 

Second  laiation  of  coat*  •        -        -        -        -  .      - 

Paid  La  Pena 

Due  by  bim,  per  Atuae'a  aeionnt  ■        -        .        ■ 
Paid  turn  by  Amaa,  and  indodtd  in  Forbee'e  note  - 


Due  Iribnnal  for  coata 

In  the  handa  of  Jobn  Forbe*  A.  Go^  rgceivsd  Itodi  the  royal  traamy,  14th  Mud),  180T  - 
la  the  handa  of  John  Forbaa  &  Co.,  amonnt  tbeii  doe  bill  for  pnrahaaea  of  eflecta  at  anc 

•nd  debt*  aaanmed  by  them,  deducting  (to  for  La  Pena 

In  the  luuida  of  John  Fortea  A  €a^  amottnt  aalea  three  negroea       >       ^IfiM  0 
Paid  Millan  Carrera  by  order  of  ttHiDnal,  he  to  lefiind  ahonld  tiie 

eatate  ptore  inaolieA eoQ  0 

Paid  Millan  Carrera,  pioeceda  of  aalea  of  land  at  Baton  Ron^e 

Sna  from  Caaa  Lnengo  .-..-....  9^M3  0 

XhM  fttHD  Criatoral  de  Anaaa        •        •        •  ...  ~7SS 

In  ottos  of  tha  aecretary,  auonnt  dne  from  Vincent  f  olch        .        -  T7  0 


8%i 

•3,086  4 

i,ses  6i 

700  0 
4,189  Bi 
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MtUng  t^e  gron  auati  of  the  eiUle,  at  the  time  the  fanner  jadietal  acconnt  wu  bnned 
From  thwinin  of  910,499  aod  fi>e-ci^thi  ma*t  be  dtdoctod: 

Baluice  doe  the  tribnDal fSl  % 

Chai|e  for  miking  ODt  the  ■coonnti  by  Da  Lajra    •■••■-  M6  9 

Keeerrwl  fbr  fatnre  coata ■...  707 


From  tlii*  dedoct  anovnt  of  nMrtgage  lo  Arrajo 


To  be  apportiotied  to  oedilon ^Vii  4 

Stattmaxt  of  dnoandi  qgwuu'  the  tttatt,  and  dimdaut*  egretablg  to  the  abtm. 
John  Foibea  &  Co. 

MiiMl  Eattra       - 
Jgan  Lacoate 
Mannel  Qarda 
TeieDctD  Le  Blane 
JnanB.  Nicolet 
Ciuloiral  de  Anna  a 
EDpbn»jne  Hianard 

•7.0H  M 

Daficil 

The  above  sUlemenb  comipond  with  the  judicial  account  formed  in  ISIO,  wUek  is  e«r«ct  in 
erery  teapeet ;  uid,  allbongb  by  it  the  eatate  appear*  ioaoWent  it  is  evident  that  it  would  Dot  bate 
been  bo  bad  it  not  been  burdened  with  m>  {rent  an  amount  of  costa,  which,  including  the  charge  fiir 
the  account  and  the  ^pTO  reserred,  aniMnt  lo  81,315  5  {  but  even  with  the  addition  of  tbe  piwiedii 
of  ibe  property  in  New  Orleana,  there  was  not  sufficient  to  diacharge  the  mortgage  without  the  nle 
of  the  lands. 
Tbe  imoant  of  ftmde  in  the  bands  of  Mr.  John  Innerahtj,  aa  the  repnaeoUliie  of  John  Forbee 

&  Co.,  at  the  formation  of  the  aeoonnt  in  1810,  per  atatement  on  page  8  of  this  repott        -      9^fiSS  1 
AmoDDl  of  Anojo'a  mortgage        ......■.•  (4,000  0 

AmoDDt  of  dindend  on  their  claim,  per  statement  pege  4       •       -       -        -  S,907  S 


•B,SSI  4 

638  0 

500  0 

44  1 

88  0 

HS  0 

0000 

IBS  Si 

IfitO  0 

•7,0Hei 

Paid  Bonn  and  othera  acting  nnder  iha  ulhonlj  of  the  tribnnal 

Dividend  to  Jaan  B.  Nicolet 

Laa%  dne  from  Casa  Lnengo  ------•• 


1618  4 
S9S0 

t46  0 

at) 
ro  0 

LeetT.Foldt'aaocoant 977  0 

Amoqnt  overpaid  Carreia  in  #600 H  4 

Ill  4  .       S86  4i 

FaidEaphroayneHisnaidiiJiflillofherdindend 1,370  0 

Joan  Lb  CoMa  and  Manoel  Otreia,  whoaa  diiidaada  logetbei  aoMont  lo  tfS  S,  war*  paid, 
Mr.  loneraritr  repreaents,  fiom  the  #70  raawrod  ibr  fatnrs  CMti  bj  the  tribnnal. 

Criatarafde  Armaa  was  entitled  to  receive  a  dividend  of  9131,  lesa  978  B,  fatained  by 
him  far  bia  aeooaut  on  Sd  page  of  this  resort,  leaving  94S  6,  bnt  received  9'>7  60  in  New 
Oriaane ;  «f  cooiae  be  was  not  entitled  to  ihia. 
ABOont  of  dividend  to  Hignel  Eelava  charged  aa  paid  bj  John  Porbei  &  Co'a  hooaa  in  Mobile, 

bat  no  receipt  pmdoeed  --.-••-■■•■•• 

Amonni  in  handa  of  John  Inneraritf 
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Trantadiuma  ia  Fhrida — Gtntrai  Jadum. 

AmonBt  of  dividend  to  Terendo  Ij<  Blue,  uiBrtad  to  have  bMo  paid  bj  Mr  Simpaon,  mitan 
of  John  Foibcf  dc  Co.,  at  Niw  Oiliuii,  not  chargad  in  Mr.  laneraritj'i  book,  and  no  re- 
ceipt prodnoed tSW  S^ 

LeaTiDg  nneipended  of  the  ^,646,  being  amonnl  of  dividendi  to  Ciiato*aI  it  Aimai,  Hanuel 

Garcia,  aoil  Juan  La  Coale.  which  wen  paid  frau  other  fanda,  u  ataied  in  la«t  page        -  1 13  & 

The  prapertv  attached  in  New  Orleans  wm  lolil,  pet  ihariff't  accsoont,  aubinit- 

ted  to  the  aoditon  b;  Mr.  Inneraiity,  for $877  ISi 

Paid  Criitoval  de  Armaa,  b;  order  of  the  coort  ....        $57  60 

Paid  J.  Rodrignai,  hj  order  of  the  conrt,  for  leTTieei  in  behalf  of 

ntata,  which  ibould  be  allowed,  aa  he  ■■  recognind  bj  Annai  in 

hii  acoaunt 390  00 

Paid  B.  Lifingaton,  Forbe*'*  attorney 300  00 

Paid  abeiifT'a  fee*,  dec ISS  674 

Dedaeted  bi  enoia  in  ulea    -■--..•-  IS  00 

»m  37i 

18B  C 

SOO  « 

Ml  3 
Hakingr  &*«  handred  and  on*  dollar*  and  thr»e.eightba,  which  the  atiditora  nnanimonily 

find  aiiating  at  thia  ticne  in  tha  handa  of  Mr.  John  Inneraritj  in  hia  aharaeler  of  depoaitaiy, 

ahonid  the  pijmenta  laid  to  have  been  made  to  Balava  and  La  Blanc  be  racc^ntied  aa  oorrecl 

bj  tha  coarL 

But  ahookl  tha  eonri  determine  the  aaid  pajmcnle  to  EalaTa  and  Le  Blanv  to  be  illegal,  or 

not  propeilj  iobitantiated,  their  ■eeoania  nnet  be  added  .-....-  Ml  3^ 


No  charge  ia  made  in  the  acconnt  tubmitted  bj  John  Inneraritj  of  fl*e  dollara  and  thre»4lgfatfaa 
paid  for  eofj  of  reconl  in  reaoect  to  the  pr^Mrt;  in  New  Orleani,  which  ahonld  be  ered- 
liad,  and  will  lednce  the  amoant  abaolateiy  (tated  againat  him  to      -        -  -        •         $490  0 

And  the  proiitional  amount  to.        -•'■---.--.       $1,187  3} 

Annexed  to  tbia  report  is  a  BtBteroent  of  the  account,  marked  No.  1,  ia  the  form  of  an  account  cur- 
rent, showing  the  same  balaoce  of  four  hundred  and  ninetv-siz  dollan.    Also,  the  account  aabmiiteil 


bjr  Mr.  John  Innerarity,  which  is  an  exact  copy  from  the  oooka  of  the  house,  marked  No.  2,  stating 
a  balance  aniD-ti  the  estate,  without  iocludine  the  pa;meot  said  to  have  been  made  to  Le  Blanc  « 
ffGTT  5).    This  difference  arises  from  the  whoi«  aebt  against  Vidal  at  the  time  of  bis  decease  re- 


liarKed  as  a  matter  of  eourfe ;  and  the  omission  to  credit  the  ^70  aatumed  by  tbem  fn 
'hich  it  appears  they  havi  not  recovered,  together  with  9100  aluirt  credited  for  Mle  ot  ne- 
groes, less  some  iraall  items  already  credited  to  estate  b]r  Armas,  and  for  which  they  lo  doubt  ac- 


ted with  iiim:  all  which  will  plainly  appear  by  reference  to  statement  marked  No.  3,  which, 
assuming  the  balance  of  $677  5^  as  a  basb,  and  charging,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  items,  the 
0200  paid  E.  LtTingston  in  New  Orleans  and  the  difierHice  between  the  actual  demand  of  Forbes  ft 
Co.  and  the  divideitd  aasigned  inem,  proonce  the  same  balance  in  favor  of  the  estate — four  hundred 
and  ninety -six  dollars. 

Although  this  sum  exists  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  laoerarity,  ia  favor  of  the  estate,  he  is  entitled  tn 
receive  a  proportion  towards  the  payment  of  four  hundred  and  fifCy-foui  dollars  and  a  quarter,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  actual  amount  due  tbe  house  of  John  Forbes  &  Co.,  and  the  dividend  assigned 
tbem;  and,  in  case  the  payments  to  Eslavs  and  Le  Blanc  are  not  allowed  him,  then  to  retain  the  full 
sum  of  $46i  25 ;  aa  the  amount,  in  that  case,  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  other  creditora  in  full. 
AU  which  is  mpecifully  submitted  to  the  court. 

F.  H.  N18BKT, 
W.  DAVIDSON, 
JUAN  DE  LA  RUA. 
PsNSACOLA,  Ocftiber  6, 1821. 

Test:  EDWARD  A.  KVTLEDQ^,  Sti?ry  to  the  Board, 

Semarltt  of  Mr.  Juan  De  la  Raa,  one  (f  At  Anditort. 
El  abaxo  firmado,  uno  de  los  auditltrea,  en  las  diligencias  de  los  herederos  de  Nicotas  Ha.  Vidal 
£oa  tra  Juan  Innerarity,  respetuosamente  expone :  une  no  obstante  de  que  ha  firmado  el  infbrme 
Xieeho,  yqueapareceenloantecedenie,difierecon  losAtrosdos  audiloresen  loiiguiente.  Enl''lugBT, 
«?a  qaanto  ft  los  eredltos  de  Miguel  Eslava  y  Terencio  Le  Blanc,  los  que  halla  A  su  juicio  plenamente 
recouocidot,  fundandose  en  lo  que  aparece  en  la  3a  pieza,  de  f.  88,  hta.  90,  f.  133,  f.  140,  f.  147,  ht&. 
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TnumeUoM  m  Fiorida~-&iurml  Joobm, 

152,  Y  'le  f'  153^  bla.  la  IH,  todo  d«  h  miima  piazD,  iMtMluido  por  el  ullimo  deoreio,  qme  la  dMritai- 
cion  se  biciese.  £■  B°  lugiir,  q*e  considera  bien  probado  el  page  becho  h  E>lara  por  cemMat  ic  lot 
librcM  de  comercio  de  la  casa  de  los  Seflores  Forbes  y  Ca.,  no  halUodo  prueba  de  qne  se  balla  Tcrifi- 
eado-eldela  quota  de  TeteucioLe  Blanc.  Que  discieme  d  descotdo  conloi  otros  dosauditores  end 
careo  que  se  bare  de  los  doEcisaios  pesos  pagadin  h  Livingston,  aegan  aparece  en  la  enmta  del  sberif 
de  m  NuevB  Orleans,  pun  aonsidpta  que  arguellos  justos  dros  que  deban  pafaraeh  deben  abonande 
porcueDtade  la  sucesion,  iEDDraudD  qnales  deban  ser  y  por  consigu irate qnal  deban  aa  dcugoi 
abona  contra  ono  y  &  favor  del  otro ;  rayado,  discierne  en  rale. 

JN.  DE  LA  RDA 
A  true  cony  from  ibe  original  file  in  my  olfice- 

JOHN  COPPINGER  CONNOR, 
Clerk  of  At  ExtcutiK  Comt,  Wut  fUrida. 

No.  1. 

jMr  Forbu  4  CtfrO*  dtpotilane*  of  the  ettatt  of  Ifieoliii  Maria  Vidal. 

Da. 

T«  uDODDt  rcMWed  from  lb*  R»f»l  Tnamry,  March  U,  I80T 9>.MC  5 

T*  ancDDt  gooAi  baaght  by  Umqi,  and  debia  aMamei]  ----■.    fliMC  Sj 
Bail u EL  tiAtt  in  trror  in  k<ldiLion,ar  $10  paid  La  Pana  by  ArmM,  and  dedactad 

fiain  hii  claim  when  paid  by  tribunal     -...-...  10  0 

— — —         I,SU  6i 

To  amnuot  cale*  thnt  DcgraM  at  auction,  in  Pmaaeola ,  Vl.)00  0 

Dodoel  paid  Cairafa  oat  of  dik  inm,  by  order  IribontI        -        -        -        •        •  '       WO  • 

7M0 

To  amoQDt  aalN  of  land*  alBaiaa  Range,  reeelTod  by  ibim  -       .  >    .        -  4.II9  6^ 


To- batanea  remaining  nneiuDded 9113  5 

Tonatptocaadf,puab«riraaeco«ntofpropnl7aald«tN«w  OrloaM-        -.•  US  C 

To  tbiaanm  pttd  &tm  aaidaalat  to  E. LiiiB|iton,  FoHnb  ft  Oa.'aattoOMy;'-        ...  380  0 


By  amoont  of  nottgig«lo  Don  Francisco  G.  Arroyo 94,000  0 

^dlvMrndddBthem  par  former  jadictal  aeceuat        ........  1.907  t 

B^  di«ld«iid  paid  Juan  B.  Nieolet 9618  4 

Bednoi.anioant  Com  LuMga'a  aecount .  MS  0 

»6  * 

By  aataant  paid  tor  making  out  actowMa 1    .        .       -.  945  0 

By  anonal  babnoa  doe  tiibou) :     <.  .  .  n» 

Br"<iM>Dt  MMTVOd  fbr  BMts >.  ..  »0 

on  s 

Iieaa  Vincwt  Fokh'a  aiwonnt  paid  into  aocmaiy'a  oOco  •       -  '     $77  0 

L«M  OTOtpaid  by  oider  of  Irtbaaal  to  C»rrw« '      H  6^ 

— 111  &i 

S8S  *i 

By  amount  paid  ^upbrosyDeBi(Dard,ia  roll,  bar  divideni   -        -     - 1,379  b 

By  dlTJdand  charged  as  paid  to  Miguel  Ealaia  at  Mobile 431  0 

By  diridead  aald  to  be  paid  at  New  Orleans  to  Teroacia  Le  Blanc SOS  aj 

BybAnce carried  doftn IIS  5 

9».ttM» 

By  balaaea-rMnaliriag  iobanda  of  iobu  InDerarity,asd^poaitary -  #£01  3 

IMiiit^id  ftrMpyofMeoTdsBlNewOrleana 33 


Piaa^coi*,  Octobtr  0,  1S3I. 
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Na.S. 
Ettati  of  JDm  Keokt  Maria  Yidal,  Aiidilor  of  War. 
D>. 
ISOS,  JuDS        T.     To  iiaaunt  of  hii  note  of  hind  to  oar  psrlncr,  Mr.  Junes  Inneraritf,  for 

euh  laot  him 93^0  0 

To  aundriea  tupplied  bim  from  Iha  itotc,  ai  per  tccoant  prvKUted  to  the 

Governor 360  4 

Jddb       II.    To  amount  paid  for  thirtj-lhroe  tripi  of  ■  cart  with  bia  cffecta  -        ■        •  S3 

Jane      SO.    To  amount  paid  OoTernoi'a  ordai  for  eipeaaca  of  faneral  •        ■        -        •  IdO  G 

Angiut  IS.    ToamoantpaidMillao  Carreraa.par  Mr.  Forbea'a  order,  u  pat  judicial  pro- 
ceedings -.....-...--  36  IJ 
1807,  Angnat    7.    To  amauDl  pud  by  W.  Simpun,  of  New  Orleeni,  for  eopj  of  record  in 

•ait  againat  bia  property  in  New  Orleana  .....  S3 

Dm^i  10.  To  amonnt  paid  Don  FrancUeo  O.  de  Aitojo,  lor  thia  anm  ordered  to  be 
paid  him  bj  court  onl  of  the  moneji  belonging  to  the  ealate  depoaitfd 
in  OUT  handi,  being  amount  of  hia   mortgage  on  the  landi  at  Baton 

Rouge -        -        -        ■  4,000  0 

1810,  NotV.  To  amount  paid  to  the  tribunal,  the  fallowing :  Don  Juan  Nicolet'i  divi- 

dend, $3X0  1 ;  former  judicial  eoeti.   $SB  S ;  thia  aum    auigned  to 
Don  FrsDciico  Leyva  in  fonning  the  iicconnta  of  the  eatste,  9I24S-, 

final  judicial  coitj,  $70 9688  6 

Not't      4.    To  amount  paid  Euphroajne  Hiniaid,  in  part  claiai  ■gatnai  the 

ciltte,  for  91,Se4,  aa  per  receipt  in  cheat   -        .        -        .        1,100  0 

I,7Sa  8 
Leaf  tbw  aum  lo  b«  paid  at  the  aecretarj'e  office        -        977  0 
'  Leaa  thia  mm  to  be  paid  by  Garrena         ...  34  GJ 

Ill  6i 

— ■ 1,812  Oi 

Dee'r  11-  To  amount  paid  Eophroayne  to  com^e  ths  anm  of  91,739,  bciBg  the 
nmount  of  the  final  dividend  aaaigned  to  her  by  tribnnil,  Ibr  aiDonot  of 
her  claim  agaiaat  laiil  eitate    ..--         ....  37g  o 

To  amonnt  paid  Don  Miguel  Etlava  by  our  honao  at  Mobile,  being  amouni 

of  dividend  apportioned  to  him  on  nid  eatata     .....  iRS  0 

99,888  d 

Tobalanee 9677  ij 

Cb. 

1806,  June        9.     By  e«ab  racencd  of  Ibe  d«padtaiy,  Ur.  Forbe* 9306  2^ 

July         8.     By  euh  reoaiTcd  of  Camraa  ft>i  an  Meaoria    ......  Igg 

Aogwt  SO.    By  aundry  books  pnchaaod  at  the  anetion  of  bia  eflecta  ....  370  1 

Bj  aOBdiiea  purehaHd  mt  tha  Teudue,  of  which  we   bkie  uatimed  the 

paytteat 478  6 

By  ucklaa  aikd  bnndy  fruita,  #16  S;  one  bidet,  95  S;  one  ailver  augar 

diah,  9lS  3 376 

By  two  plated  breaitbaeket*,  91B  4;  two  boie*  nine,  913  ^-,  one  ma- 
hogany eacrutoiro  and  bookciM,  9m       ......  180  g^ 

By  thirty-two  TolDmea  or  booka      ........  IKIO 

By  one  dodoc'i  cap  purchaaed  al  vendae        ......  14 

1807,  MaNh    H.     By  «a^  neehed  of  Mr.  Forbei  aa  •  depodta 3,066  6 

Jnne       80.     By  amoDnt  iaoovei«d  by  W.  Simpion,  of  the  tariff  in  New  OikwH  on 

thia  account,  u  per  account  retuned  ibr  aipia&MtiHi,  (aee  oat  letter 

book,  September  16,  1807,) 1S8  6 

Oct'i      86.     By  two  m^io  wenabee,  Mam  and  Jnaaa,  bouibt  by  Mannel  Alnrez,  of 

the  eatel* 6000 

1819,  Nev'r      e.     By  amount  TeceiTcd  of  Andrew  Monton,  far  ItndcMld  at  Bates  Kguge      -  '    4,139  6} 

Bybalanee 677  Sj 

g9.883  0 

F.  H.  N. 


Compated  with  the  books  of  the  house,  and  fouDd  to  agtee. 
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No.  8. 
John  Forbtt  and  Co.  in  aeatunt  tDiik  the  etialt  of  Nuoltu  Maria  Vidal, 

To  aTcTcharged  kceount  do*  tham 13,380  A 

Dindeod  dlowed «.S07  S 

• •4681 

Amount  tat  bj  Cartgrk,  anainad  b;  them,  not  credited      --......  CTO  0 

EUiort  credit  oa  ula  of  negroei,  vir: 

Amouol  of  that  Mie fl^SOO  0 

Amount  paid  Catnra        -.---...--..  SOO  0 

700  0 

8am  credilcd .■-..        600  0 

100  0 

Sdid  Tcceirgd  hy  B.  UvingttoD,  foi  rate  of  effect*  at  New  Orleaoi       ..-..-  m  o 


f  1,413  1 


Cmdttob. 

B7  balance!  itttcd  agtinat  the  ealate,  pei  account  rendered        - 9677  3} 

Bf  Ibii  lom,  already  to  credit  of  Ibe  ertate  in  Armw'a  aoMnul  ....     $334  H 

Pees  charged  againit  thia  amooot : 

Hauling  ^odi '-.$83 

Faneral  eipenaei       ....-..-..       ISO  6 

Paid  Cariera 36  1} 

IM  0} 

30  3 

By  thie  enm  paid  La  Pent 10  3 

Diiidend  raid  lo  bare  been  paid  to  Teieoce  Le  Blanc  ......  sog  j^ 

Balance,  same  m  report     .-.-........--        496  0 


91,433  3 


PmAcoLi,  Oetobtr  6,  lasi. 
No.  19. 
Pka  ofJiAn  hmerKrity. 
Innesabitt  m.  Mekcesbb  Vidal. 

The  said  defendant  respectfully  represeots,  that, 
br  a  decree  of  your  Excelleccy,  dated  the  17th 
altimo,  f Septemoer,)  he  wb*  allowed  twenty  days 
to  famish  proofs  in  the  said  suit,  which  term  does 
not  expire  until  to-morrow,  (Sunday,  the  7th  Oc' 
tober  0  and,  as  he  hourly  anxiously  expects  to 
receire  material  evidence  from  New  Orleans,  he 
throws  himKlf  on  the  jtutice  of  your  Excellency, 
not  to  debar  him  from  receiring  the  full  meiMire 
of  the  time  granted  him;  pravin^  yottr  Elxcelleocy 
to  take  into  consideration  tne  immense  expense 
and  trouble  to  which  he  has  already  been  pat  in 
defending  thia  suit.  On  Monday,  the  8th,  the  de- 
fendant will,  Dm  vaieiiU,  be  ready  lo  Kceire  the 
tradado  of  the  report  of  the  auditors  appointed  by 
your  Excellency's  proclamatioD ;  and  humbly 
craves  thaj  this  plea  may  be  admitted. 

JOHN  INNERARITY. 
A  trae  copy  from  the  origioal  on  file  io  my 
office. 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 
Cfert  o/EzecuUve  Ccwt,  W.  ¥. 

Innsbarity  d«.  Mebcedeb  Vidal. 
FUa. 
The  said  defendant  respectfolljr  represents  tg 
this  honoraUe  tribunal,  tluit,  prcTioai  to  the  ces- 


sion of  these  provinces,  in  all  cases  in  which  be 
was  or  might  be  coneerned,  he  had  a  right  of  ap- 
peal ;  and  he  humtdy  hopes  that  thia  liononUe 
court  will  not  now  deprive  him  of  so  aftcred  a 
right,  by  causing  him  now  (o  appear  and  abide 
by  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  «  rliiaiii 
reiort,  withoat  his  having  been  previoody  heard 
in  a  court  of  the  first  instance,  agreeably  (o  the 
Spanish  laws,  of  which  he  claims  the  fac&cfit 
under  his  Excellency's  enardianship ;  hnmUy 
craving  that  thia  plea  may  be  admitted. 

JOHN  INNERARITY. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  iit  my 

JOHN  COPPINGER  CONNOR, 
ClMk  0/  Ou  KuKuUv*  Qmi,  Wett  flarida. 

No.  SO. 
Pdftbm  <if  John  ImuraHtf/,  viA  rtfinnet  to  la»t. 
Pgnsacola,  Oeldber  6,  18S1. 
Vay  it  please  your  Exeetlencv:  John  Inonar- 
ity,  defendant  in  the  suit  broognt  against  bim  by 
Mercedes  Vidal,  respectfully  represents :  Tb&t  he 
was  this  day.  ai  twelve  o'clock,  notified  to  appear 
before  your  Excdlency  at  five  this  afternoon,  in 
order  to  bear  the  report  of  the  auditors  appointed 
by  yonr  Excellency  to  investigate  the  accoonU  of 
the  estate  of  Don  Nicolas  Maria  VidaL  Placing 
the  most  sacred  reliance  on  the  guaranty  cod' 
tained  in  your  Excellency's  proclamation  when 
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these  provinces  came  under  your  legts,  he  buiobly 
hopes  thst  jrour  Excelleocy  will  condesceDd  to 
gire  him  a  trailado  of  ihe  uid  report,  agreenbl^ 
to  the  Spanish  laws,  of  which  he  annexes  to  this 
petition  such  authorities  as  are  analogous,  and  as 
the  short  ipace  of  lime  allowed  would  permit  bim 
to  tiaDBlate.  He  trusts  that  ail  the  beneBis  there- 
in set  forth  may  be  extended  to  him;  and,  as  he 
haa  already  suffered  great  expense,  lou,  and  trou- 
ble, from  the  estate  of  Vidal  and  this  suiL  he 
humbly  hopes  that  ^our  Excellency  will  show 
lowards  him  all  the  mduigence  which  ibe  merits 
of  the  case  may  authorize.  He  fervently  trusts 
that  this  appeal  to  the  justice  and  impartiality  of 
your  Excellency  will  be  graciously  receiTed. 

JOHN  INNERARITY. 
A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 

JOHN  COPPINOER  CONNOR, 
Cl*rk  0/  fAc  EaxeuUvt  Coart^  Wat  Florida. 

TVoM^toiu  nfirrtd  tointlu  abovt  petition. 
Colon,  torn.  L  p.  3S3. 

As  soon  as  the  auditors  shall  have  signed  their 
report,  it  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  secretary,  (itcri-- 
band,)  who  consecutively  certifies  its  delivery  by 
the  auditors,  and  that  it  is  the  adjustment  made 
by  them  of  the  assets  or  property  of  the  deceased; 
which  certificate  is  equivalent  to  the  intervention 
of  the  secretary  at  its  formation. 

This  certificate  being  subscribed,  it  is  to  be  an- 
nexed to  the  records  in  conliouity,  and  the  judge 
consecutively  orders  a  transfer  (tradada)  to  be 
given  to  Ibe  parties  interested,  for  the  term  of 
three  days,  in  order  that  ihey  may  make  such  al- 
legations as  they  may  deem  expedient,  nnder  pain 
that,  after  Ihe  expiration  of  the  said  term,  the  report 
may  be  approved  of,  as  far  as  conformable  to  law ; 
ana,  after  such  expiration  of  the  term  of  three 
days,  which  is  to  be  given  to  each  part;  iaterested, 
it)  order  that  they  may  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege  granted  to  them,  in  case  they  make  no 
allegation,  or  express  iheir  conformity,  the  judge 
proceeds  to  decree. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 
office. 

JOHN  C.  CONNER, 

Cleri  o/ExtctiHw  Qmrt  W.  F. 

Curia  Filipica,  page  Wi,  aits.  40,  41,  4G. 

Abticle  40.  When  the  accounts  are  toade  up, 
ibey  must  be  presented  to  the  judge,  who  is  to 
rwder  a  transfer  (tradado)  of  them  to  be  ffiven  to 
the  parties  for  their  cognizance,  in  order  that  they 
may  see  and  examine  them  within  a  certain  and 
definite  time,  which  he  must  signify  to  them ;  and 
after  they  are  notified  thereof,  if  they  do  not  com- 
ply within  the  said  term,  after  the  expiration 
[hereof  the  judge  may  approve  and  confirm  them. 

41.  After  the  accounts  are  examined,  within  the 
term  of  examination,  a  transfer  or  sight  is  gi 
CO  the  parties,  in  order  that,  with  a  due  kaowTedge 
of  every  thing  relative  to  the  case,  they  may  fol- 
low up  the  proceedings  in  the  ordinary  courta  until 
their  GonclnsiOD.    And  it  is  to  be  observed,  that 


the  examinant  or  claimant  of  any  losses  on  the 
face  of  the  accounts,  or  what  may  be  connected 
therewith,  who  issilent  as  to  the  other  items,  is  to 
be  held  as  having  assented  to  the  said  items  against 
which  he  has  taken  no  exception,  agreeably  to  the 
decision  of  Geneva  and  Escobas,  who  affirm  that 
such  is  the  rule. 

45.  After  the  accounts  are  reported  on,  and  pre- 
sented finally,  the  parlies  cannot  reiterate  iheprt^ 
eeedings,  or  retract,  nnless  they  contain  an  errw, 
and  then  only  relative  to  that  error,  and  nothing 
further. 

JOHN  C.  CONNOR, 
Clfk  ofExtevtiM  GxtH,  W.  F. 

No.  21. 
^cetpHont  to  the  report  of  the  AvdUon. 
iHNEBABt-n,  tw.  Merceoes  Vidal. 

Pbhsacola,  October  6, 1821. 
John  Innerarity,  defendant  in  this  suit,  nnpeel- 
fntly  represents :  That,  inasmuch  as  the  aadjtors 


contained  in  the  Spanish  records,  and  the  books 
and  documents  in  possession  of  this  defendant, 
have  diiaeteed  among  thenoselves  in  their  report, 
he  prays  taat  your  Excellency  will  order  and  pry 
ceed  tnereia  agreeably  to  the  Spanish  lawa^  of 
which  he  annexes  a  translation  (marked  A.)  of  the 
most  orthodox  quotations  therel'rom,  as  are  appli- 
cable, and  the  rule  of  action  in  similar  cases; 
begging  and  claiming  always  the  undeniable  priv- 
ilege of  the  troAido,  as  laid  down  in  the  autnori- 
lies  in  question,  ic  order  that  he  may  furnish  the 
umpire,  or  ttxtr  tn  digeordia,  {whelbec  named  by 
your  Excellency  or  elected  by  the  said  auditors,) 
with  such  furtner  proofs  and  illustrations  as  he 
may  deem  necessary.  All  which  is  strictly  con- 
formahle  to  law,  et  ia  verbit  Ugi*  nott  est  receaendan. 

He  therefore  invoke*  your  Excellency  as  the 
guardian  of  the  laws  in  your  executive  capacity. 
JOHN  INNERARITY. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original  on  file  in  my 
office. 

JOHN  COPPINGER  CONNOR, 
Clerk  0/  1A«  ExwuUvt  Courts  Weit  Florida. 


TVoniiaMotw  refimd  loin  the  above  pelitioH. 
Cniii  Filipica,  page  401,  art.  36. 
If  there  shall  be  an?  disagreement  between  the 
auditors,  the  judge  snail  name  an  umpire,  who 
must  give  his  opinion  only  as  r^tes  to  the  mat- 
ter wherein  they  do  not  agree.  And  the  partial 
concerned  must  be  duly  notified  of  the  nomina- 
tion, in  Older  that  they  may  lay  before  him  such 
information  as  they  may  deem  necessary.  And, 
although  both  parties  should  concur  and  be  satis- 
fied with  the  nomination  for  settling  the  differ- 
ence and  coutrariety  between  the  auditors,  he 
(d  lexer  en  diecordia)  ought  to  confine  himself  to 
the  opinion  of  one  or  the  other  auditor,  without 
making  any  deviation  therefrom.  But  if  he  should 
be  appointed  by  the  judge,  he  may  deviate  from 
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the  opiuioQ  of  eitber,  beeBtm  it  i*  fai»  diKf  to 
make  bis  report  agreeibly  to  law. 

Tbe  coats  to  the  Boditon  aad  umpite  mast  be 
paid  equally  by  botb  parties,  ss  wdl  t^  the  one  aa 
'''—  '-  ••)  tax  what  he 


FabtMO,  page  lis,  art.  34,  Loai. 
If  it  shonld  appear  that  the  conndon  appointed 
do  aot  agree  io  opioioa,  tbey  caa,  aceiudiDg  to 
bw,  be  compdled  to  eteot  an  umpire.  AUbongh 
there  is  no  doubl  of  tbia,  it  has  been  thoufbt 
proper,  and  it  ii  the  practicf  of  du  courts,  for  the 
judgB  to  name  oae  affieialljr,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  disputes  which  might  accrue  between  them  as 
to  tbe  election.  And  alihongh  two  of  the  three 
ahoald  agTM,  yet  the  tratladi),  or  transfer  of  thi 
proceedings  to  tbe  partiea  concerned,  must  not  be 
omitted,  in  order  that  Ihey  may  either  consent  or 
set  forth  thdr  wrongs ;  and  tbey  muat  be  beard  in 
the  ordinary  oourts,  becauM  tt>e  judge  eaooot  pro- 
oced  to  praaoBnee  aummarily  until  Uie  formalities 
of  the  law  be  complied  with ;  beesuae  tbe  pBf  liet 
moat  be  heard  fiiUy ;  tbe  proob  which  they  may 
produce  must  be  w«igh«d,  in  order  to  aaoertain 
wiietber  tbe  wrongs  on  tbe  grounds  which  tbey 
allege  ba*eany  exiatence  in  reality.     The  judge 


i^  thea  moboudgc  «etituice,  frota  which  on  ap- 
peal may  be  taken  within  fire  dava. 

A  true  ec^iy  from  the  otiginal  on  file  in  my 
ofioe. 

JOHN  COPPINGER  CONNOR, 
CUfk  0/  tkeExtatHvt  CWt,  Wttt  jl«ruia. 

No.S2. 
fUa  of  John  laatraTitg. 
PEttSACOu,  Monday,  Oct.  8, 1831. 
May  it  please  yoar  Excelleucy:  John  Innerar- 
ity,  defendant  in  the  suit  instituted  against  him 
by  Metcedea  Vtdal,  begs  leave  most  respectfully 
to  stale,   that   the  twenty  daya  granted  to  said 
defendant  for  furnishiug  proofs  to  the  auditors 
appointed    by   yow    ExeelleBey   expire   to-day, 
and  the  term  of  tratlado,  or   Iranafer  of  tbe  pro- 
ceedings te  cvrpon,  for  taking  eioaplioDS  to  the 
report  of  the  said  auditors,  and  ehowing  tbe  le- 

Eility  of  the  evidence  fumiabed.  or  any  other 
cent  granted  by  the  laws,  will  consecutively 
commence  so  soon  as  your  £xoellenoy  may  paaa 
the  necesatry  decree  for  thia  purpose.  Tbia  is  the 
uniform  march,  or  modtit  operaJiM,  of  the  Spanish 
law,  as  the  defendant  has  shown  from  the  latest 
and  moat  orthodox  amhortties  cited  in  the  pleas 
and  memorial  paeaenled  to  your  Excellency.  That 
admirable  code,  the  Laws  of  the  Indies,  state*. 
aUp,  (torn.  3,  lex  1,  tit.  16,  under  the  head  of 
"term  for  pronouncing  sentence  when  every  re- 
quisite is  concluded,")  that,  when  all  tbe  argu- 
ments are  finally  closed,  and  every  Ibrmaliiy  com- 
plied with,  the  judge  gives  until  six  daya  to  pro- 
nounce an  interlocutory,  and  until  twenty  a  defi- 
nilire  sentence.  Tbe  defendant  again  entreats 
and  implores  that  these  sacred  oracles  may  aot  be 
disregarded  or  overruled.  These  arf  the  laws  in 
which  he  has  been  nnrtured.  Hie  Unut  tttt.  They 


lead  to  aafny  and  aecurity.  Ther  are  a  paiilua 
in  the  time  of  danger,  «od  the  defBadam's  oalv 
refuge  in  the  hour  of  need.  Tour  Excdlencv^ 
proclamatkn  solemnly  gnarantics  the  booa  of  ue 
continuBDce  of  the  Spanish  laws ;  it  ia  a  pledge 
too  precious  to  he  parted  with ;  it  is  the  plank  lo 
which  tbe  defeadaoi  clings  when  be  sees  all  the 
elements  warring  around  him-  It  is  bis  ark  of 
safety,  a  sanctuary  in  tbe  season  of  distrcaa.  He 
is  now  in  that  extremity.    He  has  beoi  told  by 

four  Excellency  that  yon  sit  as  his  judge  in  the 
tst  instance,  and  m  i*nitr  mart,  nt  jwf  ijtn, 
without  any  other  resource  or  means  of  redresa, 
inasmuch  as  all  power  is  combined  in  your  Ex- 
cellency. 

Tbe  defendant  humbly  hopes  thai  he  will  be 
permitted  to  say,  with  all  poaaible  respect,  that 
such  a  situation  is  critical,  nay,  awful  indeed  !  li 
is  without  a  solitary  preeedcDl  in  modem  annals; 
at  least,  if  they  do  furnish  one,  it  is  far  beyood 
hia  ken,  or  the  utmost  range  of  his  reading  or  ei- 
perienee.  He  ia  not  eves  allowed  time  Io  call  his 
counsel.  He  is,  in  a  word,  without  hope,  wiihoot 
confidence,  except  as  lo  the  justice  of  lus  exce^ 
lions  to  the  report,  which  he  will  make  if  he  ii 

rnted  the  privilege  of  the  law  j  and,  if  not,  tbn 
must  vield  to  force;  in  which  case,  he  mml 
raspectfulty  begs  that  this  mav  be  considered  as 
his  reverential  protest.  Ititunaer  all  these  alarms. 
and  under  circumstances  of  far  greater  w^hi 
than  any  which  he  has  hitherto  mentioned,  tot 
which,  through  profound  respect  to  yooi  Excel- 
lency, remain  enshrined  in  his  own  bosom,  that  he 
most  hombly  approaches  your  Excellency,  (cr- 
ventily  praying  that  this  appeal  may  be  giacionsty 

JOHN  INNERARITY. 

No.a3. 
HbIBS  or  YiDAL  V».  JOBN  Ikhbrabitt. 

The  report  of  the  auditors  in  this  case  di^davs 
great  skill  and  judgment,  and  tbe  court  an  higmy 
satisfied  with  iL  Although,' in  a  strictly  tegil 
point  of  view,  vouchers  may  have  beoi  received, 
and  credits  allowed,  which  could  not  be  mrtaoted 
by  the  strict  letter  of  the  law;  yet,  from  the  ap- 
parently great  attention  devoted  by  them  to  im 
subjects  submitted  to  their  investigation,  and  afiB 
examination  of  the  report,  it  is  believed  by  tb: 
court  that  substantial  justice  may  be  done  by  cat- 

Sing  it  into  efieot,  eepeoially  as  the  cowksel  fo^ 
e  plaintiffs  have  withdrawn  tbeir  legal   rxeep- 

The  Buditon,  in  ibe  ftm  place,  traaniaMwilv 
find  a  balanoe  of  9406  in  Iha  haa4a  of  tbe  dcfea^- 
ant  as  a  deposite,  and  submit  the  qiicitioii  to  the 
court  whether  there  is  anftcieat  avidencc  toalk* 
the  ^ymenla  said  to  have  been  made  to  fialava 
andJLeBlanc;  and  if  the  coort  ^ooM  be  of  opin- 
ion that  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  Utra  Mti 
amount  of  9641  31  to  be  added  to  the  a«m  a: 
S496  absolutely  found,  making  altogether  the  sna 
of  pi,137  31. 

The  court  are  perfectly  satiafied  that  there  is  aw 
sufficient  Iq^l  evidence  to  allow  the 
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Mid  to  bare  beea  made  lo  Batara  nnd  Le  Blanc, 
and  tbatfore  adopt  ihe  proriaJoDBl  amoant  speci- 
fied in  ibe  report,  to  wit,  91,137  31. 

The  coOTt  fanliet  adopt  and  allow  that  part  of 
the  report  which  states  [bat,  if  the  court  do  not 

tlie  full  mm  of  S4H  25,  it 
being  the  full  atnount  of  the  balance  due  Ihe  home 
of  Forbea  &,  Co.,  as  the  amoant,  in  thai  case, 
-would  be  sofficient  lo  paf  all  the  creditors,  which 
will  leave  a  batrace  of  90S3  06.  Ab  to  the  ex- 
ceptioDs  of  the  defendam  to  the  report,  the  court 
do  not  think  them  well  taken.  The  fint  is,  that 
the  aaditors  did  not  allow  the  9B0D  paid  to  Mr. 
LiTingstoD,  as  a  fee  for  miag  oat  an  attachment 
againit  ibe  efieeta  of  Vidal.  The  court  are  of 
opinion  that  the  auditors  acted  rightly  in  not  al- 
lowing tbis  charge ;  for  it  appears  that  the  attach- 
ment was  taken  ont  after  the  will  was  duly  proTed 
by  De  Annas,  the  executor,  and,  eonsequenlly, 
could  not  lie  j  which  was  vircuallf  the  decision  of 
the  court  to  which  we  have  sttcceeded. 

The  other  exception,  that  the  auditors  ought  to 
faaTC  allowed  the  payments  said  to  have  been 
made  to  Belava  and  Le  Blanc,  the  court  hare  al- 
ready, in  the  first  part  of  this  opinion,  disposed  of 

To  the  amount  of  $683  06,  is  to  be  added  legal 
interest,  according  to  the  laws  of  Spain,  to  wil, 
fire  per  centam  per  annnrn,  from  the  20lh  day  of 
November,  1810,  the  time  that  the  money  onght 
to  hare  been  paid  oTet  by  Forbes  A  Co.,  in  eom- 
pliance  with  a  decree  of  ibe  Spanish  tribunal  of 
that  date,  making  the  sum  of  91,037  19. 

Therefore,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged,  and  decreed, 
that  John  Innerarily,  the  defenoanl,  pav  orer  lo 
the  alcalde  of  the  city  of  Pensacota,  m  thirty  days 
fVom  this  dayj  the  said  sam  of  81,027  10,  and,  m 
case  of  his  failure  lo  comply,  execution  may  issue 
at  the  exniratioD  of  said  thirty  days,  and  the  money 
made  to  be  paid  orer  into  the  bands  of  the  alcalde 
of  the  city  of  Pensacola.  And  it  is  further  order- 
ed, adjudged,  and  decreed,  thai  the  said  alcalde 
must  gi*e  puUic  notice  in  the  Fktridian,  far  the 
terra  of  sixty  days,  to  the  creditors  of  the  estate  of 
Vidal,  deceaoed,  to  come  forward,  make  known 
their  claims,  and  reeeire  the  amount;  and  if  no 
eredilois  shonld  come  forward  within  Ibe  time 
limited,  or, after  hanngcome  forward, fail  legally 
to  sntBiantiate  (heir  alaims,  then  the  said  alcalde 
is  required  to.pay  orer  the  money  in  bis  hands  t« 
the  heirs  of  Vidal. 

Given  nnder  our  hands^  this  8th  day  of  OctDber, 
IS21,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  Sutes 
the  loTtr-«ixtli. 

JOHN  C.  MITCHELL, 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Goeemor  of  Hie  FloridM,  fe. 

The  court,  being  informed  Hitx  H.  B^low, 
Es(].,  is  indisposed,  appoint  Mr.  Sbantton  to  tax 
the  costs  of  the  former  and  these  proceedings,  from 
the  filing  of  the  petitions  of  the  heirs  of  Vidal  - 
this  court  to  this  dale ;  and  that  the  defendant 
hereby  decreed  to  pay  Ihe  same;  and  if  he  ftils, 
after  due  notice  in  writing  of  the  costs  laxed,  Ibat 
execntiOTi  issue  for  ibe  same. 


Qtren  under  our  haads.  ai  Pensaeola,  in  the 
ExecntinChamber,this8tB  diyofChiobcr,  ISSl. 
JOHN  C.  MITCHELL, 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 

QmenmtfilMFlartAiu,  fe. 
Attest:  JOHN  0.  CONNOR, 

CUrk  of  the  Ewcutiw  Court. 

No.  24. 

SstrMa.ftvntht  SpaniA  nmrd*  w  li*  cat*  of  VidaPa 

atatt. 

On  the  25th  <^  May,  I80&,  Nieotas  Hatn.  Vi- 
dal. auditor  of  war  is  Penaaeola,  died  raddenly- 
Colonel  ¥o\xk,  then  Gfwetnor  ot  the  aeovinoe^ 
canaed  the  neeeoary  seals  immediately  to  be 
affixed,  inwntories  to  be  made^  and  all  other  M- 
qniaite  fotnurlitits  loba  pnctiaed  as  ab  Msitato,  aa 
no  will  wu  £»■<  «DMnig  his  |»lMrs. 

On  the  SMt  Jane  of  the  same  year^  (1806)} 
CristoTal  lie  Annas  presented  tuBiseif  m  Foin*- 
eola,  amd  exhibited  to  the  military  tribunal  a  will 
of  the  deceased,  made  in  New  Orleans  on  the  ^ 
of  May,  1798,  befine  Peter  Pedeaekng,  noiary 
poblie,  in  which  he  reeognisca  and  oaimflW'hH 
natural  heireases,  in  the  event  of  ihete  being  aay 
diing  to  divide  after  the  payment  of  his  debts,  fenr 
natiunl  dughters;  two  of  wbosa  ha  had  in  Cai^ 
iJtagtna,  one  by  a  negro  woman,  and  tha  other  by 
a  mulatto  woman;  and  two  in  New  Orleans,  bj 
a  malatto  woraan  named  Buphroayne  HinnM. 
He  names  the  said  Cristoval  his  executor  and  ad- 
ministrator, with  power  to  act  wtlhoit  judicial 
intcrrention,  and  to  sail  his  efiecta,  reaUxe  tua 
propetty,  and  pay  his  debts.  This  will  was  de- 
clared valid  1^  the  eont  in  New  Orleans,  and 
abo  by  the  military  uibanal  of  Peasacola,  which 
aeosrdingly  granted  letters  of  admsnistration  to 
the  iud  CcistovaL  He  immediately  proceeded  ta 
Ihe  appraisement  and  sale  of  the  efiect*  of  the  d»- 
^  _L-_u  1    ..,.■  ■.,     Hee^ 

I  aU  tl 
,  as.  ak 

the  accooats  against  the  estate  presented  t^  tl 
difleccnt  creditors  ;  of  all  which  the  original  Span- 
ish piaeeedinga  contain  the  meet  detailed  evi- 

On  the  18th  of  September,  1800,  Mr.  J.  FtM-bes 
petitioned,  in  his  own  name,  and  that  of  theothet 
oeditors,  for  the  Hie  of  sixteen  thousand  atfents 
of  land  tttnated  in  the  disiriM  of  Baton  Rouge, 
declared  in  the  will  lo  be  mortgeged  lo  PtanelKO 
Outiem  de  Arroyo,  for  the  payment  of  '9^|00C^ 
andf  iaasmnch  aa  the  ttid  Cmtoral  redded  in  a 
forn^  oDUBtry,  that  he  mtght  be  ordeved  to  give 
sMomy,  or  deposite  the  amount  of  the  edfeets  edld. 
After  some  titiie,  Cristoval  applied  to  the  iribunri 
to  be  exonerated  from  the  cbam  of  executor, 
which  was  gvanCed.  The  tribunal  conridered  it 
useless  to  name  another  adrmnistrator,  aa  it  was 
then  asoerlained  Ibat  the  estate  was  insolvent 
The  creditor*  continued  acting  and  petitioning, 
eaeh  in  his  own  behalf,  although  the  court  had 
decreed  a  meeting  of  oredilors  to  treat  and  deter- 
mine on  every  thing  relative  to  the  estate. 

A  meeting  afterwards  took  place,  at  the  request 
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of  the  reprewDtBti*e  of  ihe  minors,  for  the  Bprcial 
purpose  of  IiEaiiog  of  ibe  sale  of  tlie  laada  ai  Ba- 
ton Rouge.  Thej  had  been  preriouily  sold  for 
cash.  But,  on  tbe  grg«Qt  rem onsira Does  of  the 
reprewDtativfl  of  tbe  mioois,  the  tribunal  decreed 
ihenutlity  of  the  rate,  and  ordered  thai  thef  should 
be  sold  in  frBctions,  and  at  one  year's  credit.  A 
new  Mle  accordingly  took  place.  Dunns  the  tn- 
terral  carrying  into  effect  the  decision  of  tEe  court, 
Arroyo  petitioned  that  the  mortgage  which  he 
held  for  $4,000  should  be  paid  in  pr^erence  to  the 
other  creditors;  which  was  accordingly  done  out 
of  the  moneys  in  deposiie,  in  order  to  release  the 
lands  from  Ibis  encumbrance;  and  Arroyo,  in 
eonietiaence,  cancelled  the  mortgage. 

In  ihe  meantime,  Mr.  Simpson,  the  agent  of 
Hr.  Forbes  in  New  Orleans,  ha?ing  discovered 
some  properly  there  beloogiag  to  Vidal,  had  re- 
coTCrN,  by  a  decree  of  the  superior  court  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans,  (a  foreign  country,  in  1806, 
with  respect  to  Pensacola,)  the  sum  of  9188. 
WhMi  the  lands  were  sold,  and  after  the  terms  of 
credit  bad  expired,  Mr.  Forbes,  in  Ibe  name  of  the 
creditors,  solicited  tbe  tribonal  in  Pensacola  to 
authorize  bim  to  claim  and  to  receive  tbe  *nms 
for  which  the  lands  bad  been  sold,  and  he  accord- 
ingly received  $4,129,  the  total  amount  thereof; 
and  this  sum  was  deposited  with  him  until  the 
fomutioD  of  the  aecouots  of  tbe  assets,  and  the 
pro  rata  share  was  assigned  to  each  of  the  creditors 
oy  the  judicial  accountant  appointed  by  the  Cri- 
buaal. 

B^  the  order  of  the  tribunal,  and  agreeably  to 
the  judicial  account,  the  pro  rata  shares  were  paid 
to  the  creditors,  in  owdieoce  to  the  decree  marked 
No.  1,  receipts  given,  and  the  business  considered 
at  an  end.  Hr.  Forbes,  it  appears,  bad  no  more 
agency  ibroughoul  than  as  one  of  the  creditors 
and  aa  depositary  of  the  fuods  of  an  insolvent 
euaU.  He  neither  claimed  nor  received  any  com- 
mission. 

Thingaremainedin  that  situation  until,  it  seems, 
some  time  in  1S17,  a  petition  was  filed  by  one  of 
the  minors  to  recover  the  original  papers. 

On  the  20(h  of  June,  1S30,  another  petition  was 
filed,  by  Mercedes  Vidal,  in  her  own  name,  and  as 
agent  of  her  sistpr  Caroline,  impugning  Ihe  pro- 
ceedings of  the  tribunal  1^'  wIkmb  order  the  estate 
of  Vidal  had  been  aetlled,  and  requiring  John  lo- 
nerarily,  as  attorney  of  the  former  house  of  John 
Forbes  ic  Co.,  (o  furniah  a  atatement  of  the  ac- 
couniG,  dec,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the 
petition  itself,  and.  tbe  tiecree  aecompanyiog  it. 
Thin  decree, si thoagh  purpoftiog  to  hare  been  no- 
tified toy  and  even  to  be  signed  by.  the  said  John 
Inneranty,  has  never  been  aotifinl  to  bim,  and  is 
not  aign«l  by  him,  as  may  be  ascertained  by  con- 
sulting Ihe  document  No.  2. 

This  petition  was  followed  by  another,  at  the 
fool  of  which  we  find  a  decree  which  has  been 
permitted  to  lie  dormant  from  the  lltb  of  August, 
1820,  until  Ihe  29th  of  August,  1821,  without  ever 
being  notified  to  either  party.  In  the  mean  time, 
auditor  Suares,  who  had  rendered  those  decrees, 
returned  himself  the  whole  of  the  proceedings  to 
be  packed  up  with  the  other  military  papers,  to  be 


delivered  to  the  supnior  military  tribonal  at  Ha- 
vana, under  tbe  custody  and  r«Bponsibility  of  ^ 
military  Governor  of  this  [vovince,  and  then  1^ 
this  country.    Qenend  Jackson,  Ac.     Catera  dt- 

tttal.     Uttoanf 

XU. 
Jvdffe  f^ofnentin  to  the  Stentarj/  ^  Slau. 

Pbhbacoi.*,  Deetmbtr  3, 1821. 

Sib  :  1  have  had  tbe  booor  of  t«c«tving,  last 
night,  your  letter  of  the  26tb  of  October. 

That  the  President  is  pleased  to  be  pemaded 
that  my  motives  and  intmtiooswere  entirely  pore, 
requires  from  me,  as  an  individual,  the  mott  hnrt- 
felt  gratitude.  In  any  other  official  situation  bm 
that  of  a  judge,  my  duty  ought,  perhapa,  to  be 
confined  to  tbe  simple  expression  of  that  gratitude. 
But,  under  my  present  circa roatabcca,  f  bnmbly 
presume  that  I  may  be  permitted  not  to  disregard 
the  important  obligations  which  I  conceive  de- 
volve on  me  as  judge  of  the  United  States  fm- 
Weel  Florida.  The  necessity  of  settUog,  ai  fat 
as  in  my  power  lies,  subject  to  tbe  contitd  of 
higher  authority,  tbe  abslract  jwiaciple  of  right  or 
WToaa,  not  less  than  a  due  re^fard  for  thr  individ- 
uals, both  the  old  and  new  inhabitants  of  West 
Florida,  whose  rights  to  their  liberty  and  property 
are  guarantied  bythe  trealy,andwhoareiiepnved, 
some  of  their  liberty,  others  of  tbeii  |Mt>paty,  by 
what  I  conceive  Ihe  erbiirary  and  unaathorized 
judgment  of  iocompeteoi  Cribanals,  calls  opon  me 
most  iropertousiy  again  to  enter  into  the  most 
minute  inrestigatioo  of  the  oiganizaiion  of  tbe 
several  courts  of  justice,  which  have  assumed  in 
West  Florida  a  jurisdiction  which  1  deem  iJl^aL 
whether  that  illegaiily  proceeds  from  a  misiota-- 
ptetation  o(  powers  conferred  by  tbe  Presidents 
or  from  the  illegality  of  the  powers  tkemaelrFs, 
although  actually  given  by,  tbe  President ;  or  from 
the  unconstiiutionality  in  some  of  tbe  ppoTtiicms 
of  the  act  itself,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Preideni 
granted  those  powers.  , 

My  very  high  respect  for  the  President  and  ior 
yourself  does  not  permit  me  to  send  yoo,  this  day. 
a  hast^,  indigested  sketch,  upon  a  qaeation  of  m> 
much  importance  to  the  people  of  thia  cooDtiy. 
and,  indeed,  to  tbe  United  Stales  at  lai^  bm 
in  which  ii  is  now  my  miafotiune  lo  differ  id  ojia- 
ion  with  men  with  whom  it  would  be  my  ^i^ 
at  ell  limes  to  agree.  What  my  opinioa  now  is, 
and  the  reasons  upon  which  thatopinitMiisgroand- 
ed,  I  fairly  and  candidly  state  ^panim  in  aevenl  of 
my  preceding  communications.  What,  after  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  whole  aubject,  my 
opinion  will  be,  1  will  likewise  italf  with  the  same 
frankness;  nod,  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  that 
re-exam ina lion,  I  hope  it  it  will  be  received  with 
an  iodalgence  equal  to  the  very  profound  respect 
with  which  it  is  offered. 

On  the  29th  ultimo,  the  United  Statea  ship  Ilea- 
net.  Captain  Robert  Henley,  with  her  prtze  the 
brig  Centinella,  carrying  sixteen  gnns,  arrired  at 
Pensacola.  Captain  Ueoley  communicated  to  ne 
all  the  circumsiances  oooneeled  with  the  eapimv 
by  bim  of  the  brig  Centinella,  and  of  tb«  bngaa- 
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tine  Li  Peasbe,  a  piize  to  the  Ceatindla,  hariog 
oa  board  two  hundred  and  foitr  Africans.  Why 
I  declined  assamiaK  jurisdiction  in  these  cases, 

SiU  iriJl  see  by  a  reureace  to  my  letter  to  Captain 
enley,  written  before  I  had  the  honor  of 


iDg  your  letter  of  the  26th  of  October :  a  copy  of 
wDLcti  letter,  together  wi'  '  "   '  '  "       ' 

Captain  Henley  to  me,  I 


with  a  copy  of  the  letter  of 
I  have  toe  honor  of  send- 


ing you,  enclosed.  My  declining 
diction  in  this  case  has  created  here  not  a  liiiLe 
excitement.  My  doing  too  little  now,  as  they 
think,  hu  subjected  me  to  the  same  acerbity  of  re- 
proach u  my  doing  too  much,  ai  ihey  conceived, 
on  another  oceasiuni  and,  do  wonder;  although 
the  cam  are  difiereot,  the  motives  for  disj^easare 
in  both  cases  are  the  tame. 
I  have  the  honor  10  be.  &c. 

ELIQ.  FROMENTIN. 
Hon.  J.  O.  Adams,  See'rs  <^  Suite. 

[EndcMureiDXII..] 
36*.  FivmatUn  to  G^ptam  Heuiey. 

Pgksacola,  Dte.  1,  1821. 
Sib  :  In  comtdiBnce  with  the  desire  expressed 
to  me  in  your  letter  of  this  momisg,  I  have  no 
hesitation  m  giriug  you,  in  writing,  tne  reasons  by 
which  1  am  induced  to  decline  assuming  jurisdic- 
tioQ  in  the  case  of  the  brig  Centinella,  a  prize  to  the 
Hornet,  and  of  the  provisions  on  board  of  her. 

The  act  of  Congress  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  treaty  between  the  United  Sutes  and  Spain 
has  extended  to  the  territories  of  West  Florida 
the  laws  of  the  United  Stales  relating  to  the  rev- 
enue and  its  colleeiion,  and  the  laws  relating  to 
the  impi/rtaivm  of  persons  of  color  ;  by  which 
irurd  impartaUori,  I  must  understand  importation 
nithtu  the  limits  of  West  Florida,  and  that  part 
of  East  Florida  which  lies  westward  of  the  cape. 
This  is  not  the  crime  for  which  the  Centinella 
'was  caDtnred  by  you,  and  brought  in  for  adjudica- 
tion. 1  understand  from  you  that  (he  captain  and 
crew  of  the  Centinella  have  been  brought  in  by 
yoti  as  guilty  of  the  crime  of  pirmcf ,  committed  in 
or  Dear  Cumberland  harbor,  in  the  island  of  Cuba. 
Had  the  crime  of  piracy,  connected  with  and  iti' 
separable  from  the  act  of  importation  of  people  of 
color,  been  committed  within  the  limits  of  the 
juiisdiclionassiffDed  tome  by  ray  commission,  the 
question  would  nave  been  different;  but  it  is  not 
now  necessary  to  examine  that  point.  In  (be  pres- 
eot  case,  I  am  satisfied  that,  under  the  provision  of 
tbe  act  of  Congress  above  recited,  extending  to 
tlie  ceded  territories  the  laws  relating  to  the  im- 
portation of  persons  of  color,  I  have  no  juris- 
Jictioo. 

How  can  I  claim  and  aasame  jurisdiction 
>-irtue  of  the  Spanish  laws  declared  to  be  still  in 
\irce  in  this  country,  under  the  general  judicial 
cowers  vested  in  me  by  the  ahove-recited  act,  and 
3y  my  commission  under  it?  If  no  other  con- 
.idemtlon  should  induce  me  to  hesitate,  the  sum- 
narjr  mode  of  proceedings  prescribed  by  the  Span- 
sh  laws  incases  of  piracy  dof^  not  agree  with  my 


and,  under  my  full  conviction  that  (the  act  of 
Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  bv 
which  the  Spanish  laws  are  maintained  in  force) 
alt  the  taws  of  Spain  which  are  in  manifest  op- 
position with  the  security  warranted  to  the  ac- 
cused by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  included  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Span- 
ish laws  remaining  in  force  in  tnis  country,  (be- 
i  Congress,  not  having  the  right  to  pass  laws 
abridging  tliat  security,  cannot  of  course  have  the 
right  to  adopt  or  maintain  those  laws,  not  for  half 
an  hour,  much  less  for  months,  in  any  part  of  a 
territory  become  a  part  of  the  United  Slates,)  I 
could  not  reconcile  it  to  myself,  under  any  cir- 
cumstance^ to  apply  the  principles  of  the  Spanish 
laws  to  the  case  of  the  Centinella  and  her  crew. 
Besides,  if  ever  1  had  jurisdiction,  1  conid  not 
DOW  exncise  it.  There  is  in  Pensacola  neither  a 
marshal  norattomey  of  the  United  States.  What 
irresponsible  officer,  if  the  law  did  allow  it,  ooght, 
or  would  be  witling,  to  take  it  upon  bimself  to 
secnre  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  accused  of  a 
capital  crime,  in  a  place  which  does  not  afford  the 
means  of  properly  securing  a  dozen  petty  of- 
fenders? 

Under  these  citcunutanees,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  Cenlinella  ought  to  M  sent,  without  de- 
lay, to  New  Orleans;  that  an  express  be  sent  im- 
mediately, either  by  land  or  by  water,  to  Commo- 
dore Patterson,  in  New  Orleans,  to  desire  htm  to 
send  down  to  Xbe  Balize  a  ship  or  steamboat,  with 
a  sufficient  gnard  to  receive  tne  prisoners  now  on 
board  the  Centinella;  or  to  send  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  men  to  man  the  Centiuella,  if  she  can  be 
got  over  the  bar;  so  thai  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Hornet,  now  on  board  of  the  Ceatinriia,  may 
be  returned.  withoDi  delay,  on  board  of  the  Hot- 
net.  It  will  be  necessary  that  either  yourself,  or 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  Hornet,  thoroughly  and 
l^:aliy  acquainted  with  all  the  facts,  should  go  at 
the  same  time  with  the  Centinella  to  New  Or- 
leaDs,  Id  order  there  to  give  the  information  to  the 
attorney  for  tbe  district  of  Louisiana,  and  to  make 
the  necessary  affidavits,  &c. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
vour  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

ELIQ.  FROMENTIN, 

RoBBKT  Hbnlby,  Esq., 

OfOie  UniUd  Slate$  Mp  Honut. 

XIII. 
'  Jadffe  Fivmeatin  to  the  Stcretary  of  Slots. 

Pmsacola,  DeotTubtr  9,  1821. 

Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  engagement  ia 
my  last  letter  to  you,  dated  the  3d  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  of  sending  to  you,  enclosed,  an  exposi- 
tion of  my  motives  for  still  adhering  to  the  con- 
struction I  originally  gave  to  the  act  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  treaty  between  the  United  Statn 
and  Spain. 

If,  after  the  serious,  and,  I  may  fairly  add,  dis- 
interested re-examination  of  this  qnestioo,  I  hare 
come  still  to  a  wrong  conclusion,  I  ought  not  to 
dissemble  from  you  my  Biabborn  ioeapacily.  I 
am  tmirilling  to  be  rallied  more  than  I  am  wotlh. 
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I  will  not  add,  eithei  by  unfounded  pretcDHeos,  or 
1^  a  tftttta  of  Rtodied  coaceBlmeDt  of  the  reMans 
1^  wliich  I  set,  to  the  DDmber  of  swindlers  of 
rraiitatioD. 

I  hftra  tbe  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  obedient  servaat, 

ELIQIU8  FROMENTIN. 

Hon.  J.  Ct  Adams,  St<^r!f  of  Statt. 

Expotiiion,  ^. 

In  ezpouading  a  law,  1  deem  it  all-important  to 
~  '  ^,  if  pnaiicable,  the  motivei  of  the  L^iv 
1  enacting  it.  Thia  once  done,  the  con- 
D  of  the  law  ia  Biripped  ot  all  its  difficulties. 

The  act  for  canyiog  into  eSect  the  Irentr  be- 
tween the  United  Btares  and  Spain  does  uotaamit, 
in  its  constraetioB,  of  the  slightest  doiibt.  The 
Legiilature  itMlf  declarea,  in  the  aeoond  section  of 
tbe  act,  tbai  it  has  created  certain  offices  for  main- 
tainiog  the  people  of  the  ceded  Territories  in  the 
enjof  men!  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  religioti, 
in  conforroity  with  tbe  clause  in  the  sixth  article 
of  the  treaty,  which  secuiea  to  those  people  the  en- 
joyment of  all  tbe  privil^es,  rights  and  iniiDDui- 
ties  of  citizeas  of  the  United  Staiea. 

Now,  where  shall  I  look  for  tboae  privileges. 


of  the  United  Slates.  BDt  here  I  nm  to  be  Hopped 
at  once.  The  Constitution  is  not,  I  am  to  be  told, 
extended  in  express  terms  to  the  Plotidai ;  and  it 
is  not  to  be  constrned  as  being  extended  by  impli- 
cation. But  does  (he  act  oT  Congress  create,  in 
express  terms,  tbe  office  of  Captain  Qenetal  of 
the  island  of  Cuba?  Does  it  create  that  office 
even  by  implication  1  and,  if  it  did,  is  it  only  tbe 
doctrine  of  opwessioo  which  ia  to  be  received^  in 
a  eouBlry  nnifcr  the  Ooreretnnrt  of  the  United 
Stales,  by  impUeation?  Are  a  Captaio  General 
of  the  island  of  Cuba,  a  Governor  of  the  same 
ialaiu),  an  Intettdant,  a  Supreme  Judge,  Ac.,  with 
wfaoae  tmdefined  dnties  and  uithoniy  (that  pro- 
lific nnrse  of  despotism)  no  pcmun  in  (he  United 
Stales,  it  seems,  wu  acquainted,  to  be  nnblusb- 
ii>f;ly  smuggled  into  the  Floridas  under  the  att- 
spieet  of  the  sttr-apangled  banner?  And  when, 
in  obedience  to  the  imperious  call  made  upon  him 
by  thesameact.  the  valiant,  the  legitimate  knighl 
of  American  liberty,  tbe  bold  assertet  of  Ameri- 
can freedoDo,  the  writ  of  habtas  oorpat,  presents 
himself,  be  is  to  be  refused  admittance.  Away, 
away !  We  know  him  not.  Crucify  !  crucify  ! 
Yes,  sir,  if  in  this  most  sacred  cause,  (sacred  next 
to  the  OBiise  of  religion  itself,}  I  may  be  allowed 
to  useJhe words  of  theScripwre,  "He came  unto 
his  own,  and  bis  own  received  him  not." 

Oreat,  no  doubt,  and  imposing,  are  tbe  names  of 
Botne  by  whom  that  doctrine  is  advocated.  But 
still,  both  in  my  judicial  capacity,  and  in  my  char- 
acter of  an  American  citizen,  1  must  beg  leave, 
moet  respectfully^  but  most  anequivocBlly,  to  pro- 
test  against  the  liberticidal  doctrinal. 

Sir,  the  Captain  Cteneral  and  Ghivemor  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  bad  no  duty  to  pet  form  in  the  Flor- 
idae,  exe^t  a  sort  of  genenl  hoooraiy  ntl»r  than 


cAcient  ri^ht  of  superintendenee^  i 
their  capacity  of  superior  military  ( 
sional  reports  from  toe  Governors  of  the  Itro  prov- 
inces of  Florida,  and  making  their  report  aecari- 
ingly  to  their  Government ;  which  genenl  daty  of 
saperintendenee,  from  the  mwnent  of  the  trwudcr 
of  the  Florida!,  I  hiHubty  presume,  neeeasarilt 
devolved  on  the  administration  of  the  Federal 
GoTemment.  You,  sir,  in  ihat  respect,  are  the 
pnnier  Captain  Qraenl  of  the  island  of  Cuba. 
This  duty  of  superintendence,  with  the  aeeaai oiial 
obligation  of  appointing  temporarily  a  Goreraor 


either  of  the  (wo  provinces  of  Florida,  ii 
the  death  or  other  disability  of  either  of  Ine  tn- 
cumbeaiB,  constituted  the  wpole  of  the  aotbority 


of  the  Captain  General  E«d  Qoveroor  of  the  isUnd 
of  Cuba  over  these  provinces.  Unless,  then,  it 
can  be  contended  that  the  Captain  General  and 
Governor  of  Cuba  was  appointed^  for  the  parpoae 
bliog  tbe  Governor  of  tbe  Ftoridas  to  re- 
,_.  J  himself  as  Captaio  General  and  Governor 
of  the  bland  of  Cuba,  or  after  his  death  to  appoiQi 
another  Governor  in  his  place,  it  is  impossible  for 
conceive  what  we  have  to  do  here  with  a 
Captain  General  of  riie  island  of  Cuba. 

The  duty  of  the  Intendant  of  the  island  of  Cuba 
coiifined  to  (he  superinteDdenee  of  tbe  ro^ 
venues,  and  to  the  management  of  the  royvl 
domains.  But,  in  this  same  commisaioB,  whick 
General  Jackson  Intendant  of  the  island  of 
Caba,  he  is  expressly  prohilnted  from  interieriog 
with  either  the  revenue  or  the  dominions  of  the 
United  States;  ihu!,  it  seems,  we  have  no  moieto 
do  with  tbe  Intendant  than  with  either  the  Cap- 
tain General  or  Governor  of  the  island  of  Caba. 

However,  deriving,  as  General  Jackson  doe^ 
his  high  judicial  authority  from  his  title  of  Cq^ 
tain  (^neral  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  let  ns  see  how 
these  pretensions  agree  with  the  Spanisb  lawoi 
the  subject.  Under  the  eld  form  of  govefaoMBt, 
the  Captain  Genemi  of  Cnba  was  ex  oficm  pnsi- 
dent  otthe  rtttl  anditwia,  silting  at  Port  Principe, 
in  the  island  of  Cuba,  wjterc,  1  bdiere^  be  nerei 
attended.  But,  if  he  had  attended  in  faiseapaeilj' 
as  president,  he  only  had  the  casting  Toie  in  caae 
of  HO  equal  division  of  the  judges,  not  teas  thai 
fifty  or  sixty  in  number.  But  that  rifht  of  Pt«a- 
dency  ex  officii  fa  mere  honorary  right)  did  not 
vest  in  him,  to  be  exercised  singly,  a  panideaf 
jndieial  authority  io  civil  or  criminal  i 
Exo^t  when  on  that  bench,  he  neidter 
nor  exercised  any  jndieial  functions  but  in  amt- 
tary  matters,  where  he  presided  in  the  eeoit  of 
appeals  in  Hwann.  l^is,  so  far  as  respeeb  dw 
judicial  fanetioas  of  the  Captain  Qcneral  aad 
Governor  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  was  the  atan  ttf 
thingsundertbeoMgovemmenlorSpaJD.  Tl^ap 
have  been  radically  chanred  by  the  prodaiaatiaa 
of  the  new  eoBstitution  of  Spam,  in  the  Spri^  of 
1S20,  both  in  Havana  and  in  Pensactds.  Uadct 
the  new  constitotiouj  both  the  Captain  Ocacfal 
and  Governor  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  tlie  Oa^ 
emors  of  the  two  proTinces  of  East  aad  WaM 
Florida,  who,  with  the  assiilance  of  die  aniiMr 

of  war,  aereued,  imAatbe  oMfom  of ~~ 

mnt,  each  in  their  reapeetire  pnTiaces,  , 
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fnaclioDa,  ba?e  been  deprived  of  all  judicial  au- 
tloriif,  eicefri  in  milicarv  affairs;  and  thcwe  duties 
«e  nov  10  M  diw)i»rg<^a  by  judges  eipressly  ap- 
|MiiDled  for  that  purpose.  Upon  ^ha(  foundation, 
then,  does  Qeneral  Jacktoo  rest  bix  claim  lo  the 
higb  dJBDity  of  a  supreme  judge,  a  ctiancellor, 
ius-t  which  high  offices,  ii  «eems  lie  would  gire 
V  lo  undersiaDd,  have  been  smoniled  in  tbe  Mcae 
package  wilb  the  Captaio  General  and  Governor 
of  Ibe  iilaod  of  Cub«. 

It  is.  then,  very  evident  tbat  General  Jackson, 
under  nis  commiaion  as  Captain  Qeneral  A.C.,  of 
the  island  of  Cuba,  cannot  claim  and  exercise  in 
Ibis  coutry  any  judicial  authority.  This  cu^bi 
lobe  a  saffieient  answer  lo  0«ne»l  Jadson  him- 
self, who,  ottensibly  at  least,  does  not  claim  any 
judicial  power  but  under  his  commission  as  Cap- 
lain  Geperal  of  Cuba.  6m  let  us  examine  ihai 
qiieilian  ftiiiher>  and  see  whether,  under  the  act  of 
Congress  for  carrying  Ibe  treaty  into  efitcE,  he 
cannot  nossihly  be  vested  by  the  Presideat,  in 
virlneoran  additional  commiwion,  which  nobody 
has  seen,  with  judicial  powers. 

The  act  for  carrying  the  trealj  into  effect  says 
that  the  "  milicqry,  eiTil,  and  judMlal  powers  shall 
be  vested  in  sncn  person  and  persons,"  ^-  Ij^C 
us  then  inquire,  first,  whether,  under  that  law,  he 
can  be  vested  with  the  judicial  authority;  for  if 
he  cannot  be,  we  must  necessarily  cenclude  that 
be  is  not:  and  If,  no twilh stand ing  under  the  law 
he  could  not  be  nsied  with  those  powers,  fiIH  it 
should  turn  odI  that  he  was  vested  with  them,  the 
result  would  be  the  rame;  the  appointment  wonld 
be  an  illegal  one,  and,  of  conrie.  nail  and  voidf 
and,  in  my  judicnl  capacity,  I  siiauld  (eel  bonnd 
10  resist  it. 

Now,  then,  was  tbe  civil  power,  as  contradis' 
linguisbed  from  the  judicial  power,  vested  in 
Q^eral  Jacksoa*?  Moot  ii>dubitably.  You  would 
latwh  at  loe  if  I  were  serioasly  to  ask  whether  the 
miUtarf  power  was  vested  in  him — I  mean  whe- 
tl»er  he  exercised  it;  for  whether  vested  or  not,  if 
he  ezeretsed  it,  my  arvnment  holds  eqnally  good; 
tbe  objeei  of  the  act  of  Congress  being  to  prohibit 
the  ezeraise  of  those  three  powers  by  the  same 
person.  Wheoee  it  follotVs,  evidently,  that  the 
jndieiaJ  power  could  not  be  vested  in  him;  or,  if 
It  was,  it  was  vested  improperly;  and  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  consider  it  as  not  vested  at  all. 

So  far,  then,  at  respects  any  judicial  Bowers  ex- 
ercised in  the  Floridas  by  General  JacKson  him- 
ielf,  I  bare  no  besitaiiou  in  pronotaitcing  tbem — 
no  matter  in  virtneofwbat  commission  he  may 
:oDtet)d  he  had  a  right  to  exercise  those  powers — 
i  usurpation,  not  onlf  not  warranted,  but  expressly 
>rohibited,  by  the  act  for  carrying  into  eOeet  tbe 
reaty  between  the  Unitad  States  and  Spain. 

Another  question,  and  a  most  important  one,  is 
lovr  to  be  examined.  Is  there  in  tbe  law  any 
luihority,  which,  by  the  most  far-fetched  mode  of 
easonJDK,  can  be  construed  so  as  to  vest  in  him, 
ir  to  authorize  tbe  President  to  vest  in  him,  legis- 
itive  powers ;  and  thus  to  authorize  him  to  ere- 
te  courts  of  justice,  to  assign  ihem  a  jurisdiciion 
mknown  in  the  country,  and  to  give  him  th«  right 
>  vest  in  others  any  judicial  authority— any  m*- 
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Ihorily  differing  essentially  from  the  authority  ex- 
cised by  the  ofBcers  of  the  existing  government  <tf 
the  ceded  territories  J 


dy  favorablv-lo-be-receired  doctrine  of  riffht 
by  implication.  Again  we  must  draw  upon  injs 
inexhaustible  Captain  General  and  Oovenior  of 
Cuba,  Ac.  But  even  that  resource  fails.  Neither 
URiler  the  old  G^erDtnent  of  Spain,  nor  nndtt 
the  present  Spanish  constitution.  Las  the  Captain 
General,  or  any  of  his  twin  brother  officers,  all 
iacorporated  in  tbe  person  of  General  JackioD, 
ever  bad  the  right  ot  creating  a  court  of  justice. 
If,  then,  the  right  of  creating  a  conrt  of  justice  be 
not  derived  from  tbe  powers  appertaining  to  the 
Captain  General  of  Cuba,  &c.,  whence  is  that 
right  derived  7  Certainly  not  from  the  act  of 
Congress,  which,  so  far  as  respects  judicial  pow^ 
ers,  vested  in  the  President  alone  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing a  judge,  who  is  to  be  n  different  person 
from  ibe  civil  and  military  officer  or  officers,  and 
who  is  to  exercise  his  duty  in  such  manner  as  the 
President  of  tbe  United  Slates  shall  direct.  Now, 
all  this  has  been  done.  The  President  has  done 
me  the  honor  lo  appoint  rat-,  and  in  my  COBlmis- 
sion  he  has  prescrllied  the  manner  in  which  I  sm 
to  execute  my  duty.     The  taw  is  sati:<fied. 

I  have,  I  think,  demDii!>treted  above,  that  th« 
law  did  not  authorize  the  President  to  eonfrr  any 
leeislative  powers  upon  General  Jackson.  On  The 
other  hand,  (which,  by-the-by,  would  by  no  means 
alter  the  illegality  of  the  trust,)  those  legislative  , 
powers  assumed  by  General  Jackson  cannot  be 
traced  lo  even  the  illegitimate  source  of  any  legis- 
lative powers  enjoyed  either  under  the  old  Qav- 
emment  of  Spain,  or  under  the  preseni  SpaniEb 
constitulion,  by  any  of  the  many  offices,  tbe  ri^ts 
and  duties  of  which  General  Jackson  conceives 
did  centre  in  him.  The  creation  of  this  court, 
then.  Is  an  unwarranted  assumption  of  undele- 
gated powers;  and  the  persons  who  pretend  to  sit 
as  judges  under  the  appointment  of  General  Jack- 
son are  guilty  of  usurpation,  and,  under  tbe  laws 
by  which  this  country  is  at  present  governed,  re- 
sponsible to  the  parties  in  damages. 

There  is,  sir,  a  particular  feature  in  this  trans- 
action, which,  if  I  understand  your  letter  cor- 
rectly, strikes  me.  and  I  am  sure  must,  upon  re- 
flection, strike  bota  the  President  and  yaurMlf,  b 
a  most  extraordinary  one.  When  I  first  was  iii- 
formed  that  the  President  had  done  me  the  honor 
of  conferring  on  me  the  appointmeni  of  judge  of 
tbe  United  States  for  West  Florida,  I  was  indaced 
to  give  to  myself  an  account  of  the  ptohaUe  mo- 
tives of  the  selection  made  of  me;  and^  nndet- 
siandin^  that  the  Spanish  laws  were  provisionally 
maintained,  1  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
President  had  deemed  it  proper  and  convenienl  to 
select,  for  administering  tl>e  Spanish  laws  in  Pvn- 
sacola,  a  judge  from  among  the  members  of  the 
bar  of  a  country  where  the  same  laws,  so  far  as 
they  are  not  contrary  to,  or  repugnant  with,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  are  still  in 
force,  and  who,  of  course,  was  supposed  to  be  ac- 
qaaiDted  with  those  laws  which  be  was  toadmiD- 
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ister.  An  additional  motive,  perhajis,  1  thousbl, 
ia  appoioUDg  me  (a  stranger  by  birlb)  to  that 
Iiigb  officf,  in  a  country  which,  I  am  sure,  i(  was 
the  ialeotion  of  the  Ptesident  lo  coucitiaie,  might 
hare  beeo  to  satisfy  the  people  of  that  country, 
by  my  exnniple,  thai  [he  promises  held  out  to  nat- 
uralized  citizens  by  our  free  ConMiiution  w«te  not 
Taio  and  empty  promiseaj  hut  real  substaotial  be&- 
efits  aod  adTantages,  which  the  extreme  liberality 
of  our  political  ioslitutioiM  threw  open  lo  them 
as  well  as  to  the  natirea  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  moment  chat  the  GoTernment  of  the 
United  States,  by  lating  possession  of  the  Flori- 
das,  had  recognised  them  as  citizens  of  the  free 
American  Repuhlic. 

Judge,  then,  sir,  what  must  hare  been  myaston' 
UhmeDl,  when  I  read  in  your  letter  thai  the  gene- 
ral commission  sent  me  is  considered  and  intended 
to  apply  only  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  respect- 
ing the  lerenue  and  the  impoilatioo  of  people  of 
color!  and  that  the  President  considered  it  his 
AaU  to  intrust  the  ezecution  of  the  Spanish  laws, 
declared  to  be  still  in  force  in  this  country,  to  offi- 
cers specially  appointed  for  that  purpose  1  1  am 
lost  in  amazement.  What  officers  have  been  spe- 
cialljr  appointed  for  the  purpose  1  None  have  been 
appointed  by  the  President.  General  Jacksoo,  I 
have  proved,  had  not  the  right  to  appoint  any  ; 
and  yet  now  Pensacola  exhibits  the  ttraoge,  very 


n  both  civil  and 
a  court  without  the  assistance  of  a  jury  in 
matters ;  of  a  court  without  appeal — which  court 
consists  of  three  or  four  men,  professedly  not  uo 
derstauding  a  word  of  the  laoguage  in  which  thi 
laws  which  thev  are  sworn  to  administer  are  writ 
(en;  men  who  have  never  before  lived  under  the 
administration  of  those  laws,  and  not  prepared,  by 
a  previous  education,  to  draw  the  information  they 
ore  deficient  in  from  the  original  sources  in  the 
Latin  language,  from  which  many  of  those  laws 
Kre  derived.  Good  and  true  men,  sir,  who  indu- 
.bitably  mean  well.  But  still,  sir,  suppose  them 
angels:  is  not  their  ignorance  of  the  Jancuage  in 
which  the  laws  are  written  an  iDSUperable  bar  to 
their  appointment  7  Only  think,  sir,  of  the  Gov- 
eroon  of  Viwnia  and  Massachusetts  appointing 
as  judges  of  a  court  of  unlimited  jurisdiction, 
without   appeal,   four    Spaniards   entirely    unac- 

Juainted  with  the  laaguag[e  in  which  the  laws  of 
lassachuseits  and  Virginia  are  written  !  Or,  in- 
deed, if  this  appeati  to  vou  rather  too  shocking, 
suppose  the  Qoveraor  ol  Pennsylvania  should  ap- 

Smt  to  administer  the  laws  in  Philadelphia  '' 
irraani  from  the  county  of  Lancaster,  whi 
not  understand  a  word  of  the  English  language ! 
You  smile  at  the  comparison  ;  yet  let  the  differ- 
ence be  pointed  out.  Is  this  justice,  sir?  Is  it 
on  the  contrary,  the  prostration  of  all  justice? 
There  mu!>[  be  some  misunderstanding.  I  cannot 
believe,  sir,  that  the  President  or  yourself  can  be 
acquainted  with  the  facts  which  I  have  detailed. 
It  cannot  be,  sir,  that  the  adminisiralioQ  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  can  sanction 
such  proceedinffs.  The  American  people  will 
ahudder  when  tLey  hear  of  it;  and  posterity,  dia- 


posed  always  to  believe  almost  every  ibing,  will 
refuse  to  believe  that.  The  more  I  reflect  on  the 
subject,  the  more  I  am  bewildered;  and  jei,  if 
General  Jackson  had  a  commission  from  the  Pie- 
lident  authorizing  him  to  act  as  he  has  done,  ho* 
sil,  since  he  thought  proper  to  exhibit  aDother 
;ommissioo,  that  that  commission  was  not  cxhih- 
ted  by  him  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebrated  quo- 
:ion  of  jurisdiction  in  the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Vidtl 
?».  Innerarily?  Wbv,  on  that  occasion,  exhibit  i 
:ommitsioD  under  wntch  he  certainly  can  claim 
no  part  of  the exlraordinary  judicial  powen  which 
he  has  exercised  here?  Why  the  many  elaborate 
efforts  to  establish,  by  unavailing  reasoning)^  and 
by  false  facts,  ajuriiidiclion,  which  even  an  ille^ 
and  unconstitutional  commission,  if  behadeihitat- 
ed  it,  would  have  established  so  as  to  answer,  at 
all  events,  all  his  then  purposes!  ?  Sir,  has  the 
generous  zeal  of  the  Pmtdent  beirayrd  bim,  is 
order  lo  save  a  man  who  once  *  *  *  *,  bot  who 
now,  1  fear,  cannot  be  saved  except  by  the  sacti- 
of  the  couDtiy,  in  now  assuming  upon  him^ 

eavjer  responsibility  than  he  has  really  iceur- 
red  ?  I  hope  the  suggestion  maj'  b«  forgiven.  It 
would  be  [he  fanaticism  of  cbanly,  and  Mr.  Moa- 
roe  will  pardon  me  for  believing  that  be  is  capa- 
ble oflt 

The  question,  however,  in  any  state  of  (fame, 
ill  recurs :  Are  the  judicial  powers  exercised  by 
General  Jackson  in  West  Florida,  either  by  him- 
self, or  by  persons  appointed  by  htm,  (no  nutter 
from  what  source  they  spring,)  legal  powers?  To 
that  question,  after  the  most  solemn  aod  di»pas- 
sionale  examination  of  the  case,  my  conscicnct 
answers — no.  As  long,  then,  as  I  shall  be  oet- 
milled  to  retain  the  commission  witb  whicli  I 
have  been  honored  by  the  President,  I  must  eoe- 
tinue  to  consider  myself  as  the  only  judge  in  Pea- 
sacola.  Indeed,  every  appointment  to  a  jodieial 
office  in  West  Florida,  anterior  to  mine,  derived 
from  a  commission  for  particular  purpoacs  fnna 
the  Presidmt,  I  must  consider  as  entirely  snpei- 
seded  by  my  commissoa,  which  is  expreswd  in  tb« 
most  general  terms,  and  which  cainmi»ion  b 
predicated  upon  an  act  of  Congress,  recognijaBg 
in  the  FloriJas  the  existence  of  a  particular  coi* 
of  laws,  which  it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  a 
general  and  unlimited  commission  under  tha; 
very  act  should  not  reach. 

I  hope,  sir,  my  zealous  examiiMlioa  of,  and  the 
earnest  and  free  expression  of  my  wntimenis  on. 
this  question,  will  not  be  attributed  by  yon  to  mo- 
tives taking  their  impure  source  in  eommitied  or 
disappointed  self-love.  No,sir;5elf,  I  aiiaareyao. 
has  never  been  further  from  me  than,  ainee  1  am 
in  Pensacola,  in  almst  every  stage  of  this  veq 
extraordinary,  and  to  me  very  disagreeable  ba^<- 
ness ;  self  would  have  dictated  a  line  of  coodoct 
very  different  from  the  tine  I  pursued-  I  coosidr 
this  question  only  with  reference  to  the  righb 
secured  to  the  peo|^e  of  this  country  bv  the  ueatT. 
and  to  the  obligaiions  assumed  by  toe  Goven- 
ment  towards  those  people  by  the  same  treary, 

When  J  reflect  that  not  less  than  one  faundrd 
suits,  both  civil  aod  criminal,  have  been  alrradr 
tried— tried?  no;  I  ought  to  have  said  decided— 
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hf  the  court  appeioled  here  by  GenerRl  Jackson, 
I  am  struck  with  tetror  hi  ihe  rspidily  of  the  [or- 
rent  of  endless  litigBlion  wbich  is  likely  Co  orer- 
whelm  in  »  common  raia  the  honest  ciltzens  of 
this  coaatry,  who  have  not  bwn  the  Tietimi  of 
the  other  lynuaical  measures  panned  here  bf 
Oeneral  Jackson.  And  can  this  be  Ihe  accom- 
plishmeat  of  ibe  cxpeciatioiis  held  out  by  a  taw 
exptenly  pissed  for  ntaiataioios  the  inhabita'ats 
of  the  ceded  HirLtoriea  in  the  free  enjoymeitt  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  religion? 

Sir,  conscious,  as  from  -wkat  precedes  you  moil 
be  satsiUe  I  am,  that  the  Prasiileai  has  do  right 
to  CMUlitute  a  North  court,  such  as  existed  in 
Oreat  Briiaio  under  Charles  J, ;  or  a  court  of  ex- 
chequer, which  I  do  not  coDcei re  created  by  B  law 
^rhieh  1  usderttand  as  giving  (as  is  done  every 
day)  jurtwIicEion  it  matters  of  revenue  to  a  conn 
created  i«i  the  general  purposffi  of  a  court  of  ji»- 
tice  in  tha  Umted  States ;  or  a  prevoial  court, 
auch  as  vaaoocBHOiiaUy  established  in  France; 
and  that  the  words  of  the  seettDn  of  the  act,  "  and 
shall  be  exercised  in  such  manner  atthe  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  direct,"  cannot  relate 
liut  to  the  mannerof  eswcising  tbegiveD  powers, 
not  to  the  tight  of  vesting  those  powers ;  that  the 
words  of  the  law  are  intended  to  prevoit  the  coa- 
tinuation  of  possible  abuses  supptned  to  exist,  not 
to  cteate  new  and  unheard-of  abuser— that,  for 
instance,  with  respect  to  the  judiciary,  if  a  prac- 
lice  had  prevailea,  as  many  permmi  supposed  it 
still  did,  of  lakini  the  cridence  of  witnesses  in 
private,  the  Presitknt  should,  under  that  clause  of 
the  law,  direct  it  to  be  taken  in  open  court ;  con- 
scious, further,  that  if,  per  impotmhiU,  ibe  Presi- 
deot  could  originallv' claim  the  right,  under  the 
'words  of  the  act  I  Dave  quoted,  of  dividing  the 
judicial  duties  to  be  performed,  some  by  some  un- 
der the  Spaoisb  laws,  others  by  others  under  the 
two  acts  of  Congress  mentioned  in  the  law,  yet, 
after  giving  a  general  commissioa  which  embraces 
the  Consiitulion  acd  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates, 
(of  which  laws  the  act  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
treaty  between  the  United  Slates  and  Spain,  un- 
der which  I  am  appointed,  is  one,)  the  President 
cannot  have  the  right  afterwards  of  abridging 
that  jurisdiction — I  am  bound,  and,  of  course, 
mustnere  declare,  with  unfeigned  and  piofopnd 
respect,  my  determination  to  maintain  tne  right 
Tested  in  me  of  administering  here  the  lawR  of 
Spain,  wbich^  being  neither  in  oppositioc  to  nor 
repugnant  with  tbe  Coastitulion  of  the  United 
Slates,  are  still  in  force  in  the  Floridasj  and,  un- 
der the  powers  thus  vested  in  me,  since  the  right 
is  refused  to  introduce  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  the  Floridas  under  the  protection  of  the  Ameri- 
can, I  will  introduce  it  under  the  protection  of  the 
Spanish  constitution. 

PUcttn  ai  ntqueo  aitpenn,  Aduronta  numtbo.  I 
regret  it,  sir — bitterly  regret  it;  the  Genius  of 
American  history  will  drop  a  tear  in  penning 
the  page  which  is  to  record  this  sicEular  po- 
litieal  phenomenon.  Butif  the  people  of  the 
Xi*loridas  cannot  be  protected  in  their  liberty  and 
property,  as  of  r^ht  they  ought  to  be,  by  Ihe  Consti- 
eutioa  of  our  coaotry— by  theconatitution  of  their 


country — they  shall  be  protected,  as  far  at[least  aa 
my  weak  powers  may  avail  them,  by  the  constitu- 
tion of  Spain — by  the  conslitation  of  their  former 
coBntry.  Give  me  leave,  sir,  to  refer  yon  to  the 
11th  section  of  the  173d  article  of  the  Spanish 
eonslitutioO ;  and  further,  amongmany  others  con- 
taining an  analogous  doctrine,  to  the  attielea  S47, 
351,  354,  387,  295,  399,  306,  313,  and  373  of  the 

me  instrument. 

By  these  several  articles,  sir,  as  fwidamentnl 
laws  still  in  toree  here,  mvtatU  nvtanMt,  test  the 
conduct  of  Otneral  Jackson  here ;  and,  instead  of 
ing  him  simply  a  Captain  Qeneral  of  the  isl- 
Qf  Ouba,  dbc.,  suppose  him  King  of  all  the 
Spains,  if  yoo  will ;  and  even  dien  he  msut  be.croabed 
under  the  ponderous  weight  bf  thelondlr  accusing 
authorities  against  his  unprecedented  despotism  ; 
and  by  Ihe  same  authorities  I  must  be  supported 
in  my  sirenuoun  exo'tions  to  screen  the  victims  of 
his  fnry.  And  whether  I  used,  in  order  to  enforce 
my  autfaorlly,  Ihe  forms  of  what  we  call  in  the 
United  States  a  writ  of  habeas  ctMrpox,  or  whether 
I  isoned  any  other  order  which  a  Spanish  judge 
might  have  issued  under  similar  circa mstance*, 
for  Ihe  purp(»e  of  obtaining  the  same  md,  I  feet, 
and  1  sincerely  hope,  sir,  the  President  and  ywt- 
sdf  will,  upon  reconsideration,  feel  satisfied,  like- 
wise, that  I  have  done  every  thing  ia  my  power 
to  eotone  obedience  to  the  law,  ana  that,  in  litriDg 
so,  1  hare  not  gone  beyond,  but  have  kept  myseft 
strictly  within,  the  limits  of  the  legitimate  autnor- 
ity  intrusted  to  me  by  the  President. 

Sir,  this  communication  being  likely  to  close 
our  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  difficulty 
between  Qeneral  JackEon  and  myself  (believing, 
as  1  do,  that  Congress  will  have  legiAlated  for  t&e 
Floridas  probably  before  this  reaches  you,)  it  may 
not  be  improper,  perhaps,  for  me  to  add  here  a 
few  observations  in  support  and  in  vindication  of 
tin  severe  laoguage  I  nave'beea  compelled  to  use 
inapeakiDgoftbe  conduct  hereof  General  Jack- 
son. Sir,  I  am  no  miaiatnre,  no  water-color 
painter.  What  I  sironsly  feel,  1  must  aprets 
strongly ;  and,  accordingly,  I  reject  with  pride  on 
the  strong  expressions  of  gratitude  which,  in  com- 
mon with  every  American  citizen,  I  bestowed  on 
theachievementtofOeneral  Jackson.  Not  tne  of 
the  mem  btra  with  whom  I  had  the  honor  to  serve 
in  tka  Senate  of  the  United  States  will  accuse  me 
of  having  been  deficient,  so  lar  as  my  feeble,  rcry 
feeble,  exertions  and  my  Vote  conid  go,  in  the  maa- 
ifestaiioD,'iQ  every  possible  shape  and  form,  of  the 
national  gratitude  to  (be  maa  m  particular  under 
whoKe  auspices  the  British  bad  been  obliged  dia- 
sracefully  to  withdraw  from  the  shores  of  invaded 


When,  on  a  later  occasion.  General  Jackson 
made  himself  amenable  to  tbe  aeveri^  of  the  laws 
of  his  couDtry,  for  the  perpetration  of  crimes — the 
forerunners  of  the  crimes  which  he  has  since  com- 
mitted here— the  measure  of  my  gratitude  to  the 
conqueror  at  New  Orleans  was  not  yet  exhausted. 
1  rejoiced  in  my  heart  that  the  tribunal  before 
which  he  was  arraigned,  and  of  which  I  was  a 
member,  could  not,  in  my  opinion,  conslilntionally 
take  cognizance  of  thecrimet  with  which  he  was 
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etnrgvd ;  ind  tbiu,  reaoDeiling  tbe  impenem  ob- 
lifatiOBt  of  my  eoaacienae  with  the  nest  to  tktt 
imperioui  duly  of  my  ^litude  to  the  mm  who 
hftd  readeied  an  essential  sarrice  to  my  cauntrT, 
upon  the  pound  of  want  of  jtirisdiclion,  I  ww 
firandio  tJiefDremoatraoka,uid,  ifnot  wuooKthe 
tUesU  I  am  cure  among  the  most  zealoni^  delead- 
en  of  Qenerai  Jackaoo. 

Ever  since,  both  id  my  public  and  pfivate  ehar- 
seter,  GetMral  Jacksoo's  same  wax  Dever  pro- 
nounced by  me  but  with  thehighrespecthbpastaei^ 
VIMS  called  for.  I  was  proud  to  heaiwwiaied  with 
kiiD  IB  the  plcasiag  »aa  hoaonbh  task  of  initiat- 
ug  ouraew  bieihieo  of  the  Flortdas  isio  the  enjoy- 
ratal  of  the  priril«;a,  ruhti,  and  immanitiea  of 
the  eiiixeds  of  the  United  States. 

fina,  sir,  siniM  my  arrinl  in  Feaneola,  al- 
thoofb  a  more  intitnale  aeqiaintaDce  with  the 
nan,  whom  I  knew  before  prineipally  from  the 
nimon  of  fame,  had,  in  n  great  mcatue,  annk  the 
hero;  nothwithaianding  I  bad  beard  his  frequent 
imprecatioDt,  and  his  repeatod  detemaatMo  n> 
rule  hj  the  bayonet — by  tbe  bayonet  I — a  peDpt>^ 
tbe  motl  devoted,  the  nuat  honMt,  the  D»>st  iuof- 
fcsErva-'^f  not  one  of  whom,  during  his  stay  liere, 
I  venture  to  assert,  he  had  the  silghieat  reason  to 
complain,  and  ia  point  of  numbua,  too,  the  most 
iHignifieant ;  stilL  raoh  was  my  blind  infatnation, 
that,  conttaiy  to  toe  dictates  of  my  aouader  jndg- 
meat,  my  gratitude  took  the  )e»d,  and  aocceeded 
in  persuading  me  that  such  langaoae,  improper  as 
it  was,  was  nothing  more  than  tEe  eTaporatiag 
ebullitioas  of  an  orerboiling  temper,  which  never 
were  to  be  followed  by  any  dangeroos  results. 

What,  then,  mutt  hare  been  the  conduct  of  the 
man  who,  in  spite  of  all  those  favorable  piejadices, 
has  wrested  from  meeipressionsof  execration  and 
abhorrence,  which  npon  now  reviewing  hi*  aots, 
appear  to  me  too  feetile  and  too  nerrdess  for  tbe 
nafarioHB  oecasioB  1  I  hate  tyrants  in  every  shape; 
but  1  know  of  no  words  to  express  ray  detestation 
of  an  Amerieaa  tyrant.  Sir,  by  my  masters  in  the 
art  of  portrait  puntinK,  I  have  been  tau^t  that, 
ia  the  ddineatioB  «f  tSiaraetcrs,  the  writer  oncfat 
to  take  into  eoniidentiou  not  the  acts  only,  but 
tbe  notives,  the  occasion,  the  aggravating  gr  ex- 
Kaiwting  cirennHtaQoes,  the  provocation,  the  pol- 
icy, (he  nal  or  eppaieat  aeoesaiiy— in  faUj  ail  and 
each  of  the  reasons  by  which  men  may  heiadnoed 
to  act  All  those  ciranmstances,  then,  eoonecicd 
with  the  acts  of  QeneraJJackson  here,  I  took  into 
eonsideration— his  turlb,  hiseducatian,  his  pursuits, 
kis  civil  and  military  emidoyments,  his  long  life 
umler  a  Republican  Qoverninent,  his  glory — ^yea, 
air,  his  glory ;  a  noble,  once,  now  the  varst,  verv 
worst,  feature  in  his  character — his  ^lory,  whidi 
coBoatenated  him  with  the  glory  of  hu  country  by 
an  adaroaDtioe  chain  |  well,  even  that  adamantine 
ohaia  of  glory  he  has  in  sunder  rent. 

What  consideration  of  coinperatively  frigid  duty 
can  cheak  in  faia  mad  career  the  man  who  could 
not  be  olvecked  by  the  glowing  enthusiasm  of  his 
own  noble  deeds  1  I  say  aotbing  here  ofhis  former 
crimes ;  they  would  load  the  canvass,  -wiihent  ad- 
ding to  the  dfest  of  the  picture.  Those  crimeii 
^  dlsgostin^y  lieh  subject  of  anothfr  piolurc, 


themselves  are  without  ^yawnamy  ntoagMdeef 
theMcrilegtoiuptn&nationof  BtsowD&Boa.  Aad 


nesa  had  been  intrustedlo  him  by  tbe  Prcaadeaief 
the  United  State*,  wboae  happiness  he  had  awm 
to  promote. 

OiMwordmore,aodI  have  done.  TheqaestiaB 
now  to  be  decided  is  not  the  innenificaat  aad  na- 
importam  question  of  the  ilifficimy  btitwwu  Oa- 
anl  Jackson  and  myself.  It  is  a  qneatiaii  of 
country  or  no  country  ;  consiitutioB  or  bo  eoiuti- 
tnlion ;  liberty  or  slavery.  The  daspoiii^  which 
attacks  the  liberty  of  one  of  the  omuiest  at  Ae 
iababitantB  of  this  conntry,  aaakcE  an  MtaektipM 
the  liberty  of  all.  Every  ^rant  hogaa  his  earew 
by  rendering  eminent  ^lendid  semMa  to  hii 
eonntry.  Casar  had  eonqneied  the  ClBnb,«A- 
dned  a  part  of  Germany,  and  even  painted  eat 
Oreat  Britain  to  the  atnbitionB  oddity  of  bis 
couDtrymeD,  before  he  turned  hit  patricidal  aoB 
against  Rome  itself.  1  speak  not  thia  bow  with 
ref^^nee  only  to  the  present  occasion,  fint,  sv, 
tyrants  beget  tyranu.    Beware  1 

N.  B.  It  appears  I  was  in  error  in  staliag  the 
number  of  SBits  decided.  From  the  lafaeBce  Id 
the  docket  of  tbe  court,  itseems  tbe  whole  Miaher 
of  suits  filed  is  one  hnndi ed  and  tweMy,  of  which 
between  sixty  and  seventy  only  have  beni  decided. 
Appeals,  it  seems,  are  still  carried  on  be&re  At 
actmg  Gtovemor. 

XIV. 

Mr.  fhmaOim  to  fit  Surttarg  ^  Safe. 

Pekbacola,  Dtttwier  21,  IKl. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  of  sending  von,  endosed, 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Acre,  tbe  very  alue  and^pngbt 
counsel  of  Mr.  Innerarily. 

Id  my  latt  communication  to  you,  I  mde  a 
mistake  in  staling  the  number  of  the  jtid^  who 
constitute  the  ruu  auditneia  at  Fort  Prioene.  U- 
though  I  have  no  positive  meana  h«r«  of  osMt- 
iBining  tbe  real  truth,  yet,  from  infonnatioii  gh- 
tained  since  I  wrote,  I  believe  that  I  greallyH- 
aggeraied  their  number. 

I  omitted,  likewise,  to  state  that  the  Goveraw 
of  Cuba,  assisted  by  the  auditor  of  war,  e^jcqrM. 
under  the  old  Gttvermnent  of  S^n,  Ibesatne^ 
diciol  powers,  to  be  exercised  wiUiin  the  eooWy 
under  his  immediate  jurisdiction,  which  werea- 
'     ed  fay  the  Governors  of  both  East  and  Wet 


ffi 


This  mistake  of  mine  on  one  sld^  and  omi«i<" 
on  (he  other,  do  noi,  however,  affect  in  any  vii 
my  reasonings,  nor  the  couclusions  I  havecim 
to  with  respect  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Capiaic 
General  and  Governor  of  the  island  of  Cnhi,K 
far  lis  the  jurisdiction  claiaied  by  Generri  Jbcdb 
here  is  concerned. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  tfipat 
your  most  obedient  serrant, 

JGILIG.  FROMBNTCt 

Hon.  J.  O.An&M^Aff'yVflWt. 
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[BodmiTe  in  XIV.] 

h  tlu  Sttprttxe  Jvdieial  Court  of  Wm  Tlmida. 
OPINION. 

UeISI  op  VlDAL  M.  JoHH  iNNfiMABlTV. 

Al  tliB  reqont  of  tke  defendant,  I  bare  ex- 
aniincd  tha  Kpwt  of  the  HUditots,  to  whoae  inre*- 
ligatitHi  tlie  meiib  of  the  above-entitled  caiue 
were  ubmilted,  and,  bariDfi;  gircn  Ibe  beat  con- 
Hderstion  i  am  c«p«ble  of,  f  now  proceed  to  offer 
my  riewi  of  tbe  law  on  ike  points  whereon  the 
aiuilon  have  differed.  The  questieo  Ibiis  made 
for  ihe  coDsideralion  of  the  court  is.  whether  there 
IB  Hifficiait  proof  of  tbe  jmrment,  bv  tbe  hon&e  of 
Foibes,  of  the  sums  adjudged  by  the  tribtnal  to 
Ealara  and  Le  Blanc,  as  Ihe  dividends  of  tlw 
clains  against  the  estate  of  VidaJ.    This  queitioo 


tcibaneuof  jnstice.  By  that  law,  mercantile  boob, 
re^larly  kept,  prove  their  contents,  and  are  eri' 
dnce  at  .the  claims  of  the  merchant  agaiast  his 
debtors  to  any  amount,  provided  they  appcvr  to 
have  bpen  fairly  kept,  and  eootain  in  themselvea 
notbiof  so  suspicious  as  to  counleraci  theprtnui 
,^)et«  evidence  woich  the  civil  law,  or  law  of  Spain, 
deolsrea  them  to  be  \  and  the  courts  of  jusiiee  will 
always  enter  up  jadgmeat  for  the  amount  thus  by 
them  appealing  to  be  due.  In  Louisiana',  this  rule 
of  the  civil  law  is  modified  and  narrowed  by  sta^ 
ute,  whiah  requires  that  the  matehaitt  books  should 
coDtaia  the  jinrajk  of  the  merchaat  on  the  maTKiu 
of  each  page,  made  every  SctardaT  nigfat  before 
m.  notary  public,  in  order  to  make  ibem  evidence. 
And  even  by  the  common  law,  which  is  more 
acrict  in  its  mica  than  any  other  system  of  iuris- 
pradencc,  tke  ealriei  in  the  books  of  merchants 
can  be  proved  by  the  clerk  who  kept  them; 
and,  rf  M  be  dead,  or  beyoad  Ihe  jurisdiction 
of  the  court,  proof  of  his  nandwriting  i*  always 
admitted,  aiuJ  is  conclusive  ai  to  the  correetnea* 
of  the  eotriea,  and  ia  the  truth  of  their  eontenta. 
Tesdng  the  qoeation  made  by  the  report  of  ihe 
auditors  by  the  rules  of  evia«nce,  eitijer  of  the 
civil  or  tbe  eomroon  law,  how  does  it  stand?  It 
appears  by  the  books  ofthehouae  of  Forbes,  which, 
aocovding  to  the  civil  or  Spanish  law,  if  regularly 
MnA  fairly  kept,  prove  tiie  tratb  of  their  cooieats, 
that  there  are  long  accounu  onrrent.  and  to  ccn- 
aideratde  amount,  with  Le  Blanc  aid  EJslsva,  and 
Ihatthesetwo  gentlemen  arecredited  to  tbe  amoiut 
of  tb«  dividends  assigned  ibem  bv  the  tribunal  of 
1810 :  bence,  tbe  claims  of  the  house  of  Forbes 
against  them  are  less  by  the  amount  of  those  soois, 
put  thus  to  their  credit,  and,  conseqaently.  they  have 
received  and  have  bad  the  full  bencnt  of  those 
suras,  tnasmnch  as  they  have  gone  to  tbe  lessening 
of  the  amount  doe  by  tbem  to  the  house  of  Forbes. 
And  if,  at  common  law,  they  were  sued  by  the 
bouse  of  Forbes  for  the  amount  of  their  acooanls, 
proof  of  the  baadwriliog  of  the  clerk  (if  dead) 
Trbo  made  tbe  eatries  would  be  received,  and 
judgment  entered  against  them  for  the  amonni 
appewring  to  be  due  after  deducting  tbe  cradilt ; 
and  if  those  credits  would  be  alloweit  them  in  a 
Bait  bionght  en  their  aceount,  it  follow*,  as  a  nat- 


ural conscqaeace,  that  they  have  received  the  fedl 
benefit  of  diose  credits  from  the  moment  they  wwa 
given  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  tbe  amounts  with 
whieb  they  bave  been  credited  were  paid  to  ibeM 
tbe  moment  they  were  pot  as  an  ofiset  agsiaat 
their  debts.  Therefore,  in  every  point  of  view  in 
which  I  bave  bera  able  to  consider  this  ease,  whe> 
ther  I  test  it  by  the  rales  of  evidence  aeknowledgad 

S'  the  Spanisb  law,  or  by  those  recocntsed  by  tbe 
ngljsh  law,  my  mind  is  led  lo  the  inevitable 
oonclntion  that  there  is  sufficient  and  ample  proaf 
that  tbe  sums  of  money  ataisned  to  EsTava  and 
Le  BIbuo,  as  Ihe  dividends  of  their  claims  against 
Ibe  estate  of  Vidat,  have  been  paid  to  them,  anl 
that,  therefore,  tfaey  can  have  no  claim  against 
that  estate  for  those  dividends  ihey  have  thus  re- 
ceived ;  and,  ctmsequently,  neither  that  estate,  nor 
any  one  ioteresied  therein,  can  have  any  claim 
agaiitst  the  house  of  Forces  for  these  moneys. 
Snob  is  certainly  the  law,  and  sneh,  it  is  humbly 
conceived. 


tbe  court 


ived,  ought  lo  be  Ibe  judgment  of 
upon  ihiK  point  by  the  auditors. 
It  will  be  remarked  that  all  1  bave  hitbnto  said 
predicated  on  the  supposition  that  tbe  bo<^ 
containing  the  entries  in  question  have  been  regu-  ' 
larly  kept.  To  ascertain  this  fact,  (and  it  is  an 
important  one,  as  on  it  depends,  I  consider,  the 
means  of  arriving  at  truth^  and  coming  lo  a  tat- 
reet  decitjon,)  perha{>s  it  mi^bl  be  proper  to  submit 
Ibem  to  the  inspection  of  iDtelligent  merchants, 
and  to  receive  their  report  as  proof  of  the  fact. 

On  the  subjeac  of  tbe  8300  paid  to  E.  Livings- 
ton, of  New  Orleans,  for  professional  services,  my 
mind,  on  the  first  impressiOD,  was  induced  to  con- 
cur with  the  report  of  the  auditors,  and  to  believe 
that  it  ODght  not  to  be  allowed  to  the  house  of 
Forbes  in  tbe  settlmneni  of  Ibeir  accounts  with  the 


reflection  and  mature  consideniion  of  the 
matter,  I  am  pretty  well  satisied  that,  in  this  pnr- 
tieular,  I  was  mistaken,  aad  am  now  ioelinea  lo 
think  that  this  sum  loo  must,  according  to  law,  be 
allowed.  I  am  brought  to  this  conclusion  from 
tbe  following  facts  and  reasons  arising  ihAcon  : 

Tbe  Miil  insdiaied  by  Mr.  Forbes  was  broiwbt 
by  attaehmcnt  against  the  goods  of  Vidol,  in  New 
Orleans,  in  tbe  SlaieofLooisiana,  where  fheciTll 
law  has  been  adopted ;  whereby  the  deflndant, 
when  judgment  goes  against  him,  is  coDsi4eredA» 
Ailfyia.  i.  t.  in  faall,  and,  therefore,  is  dec<Te«d  to 
pay  all  the  costs  and  chargn  which  by  thill  fault 
nave  been  incurred  in  cempelliug  him  lodo  right; 
and  tbe  practice  of  tbe  conrts  of  Louisiana  has 
uniformly  been,  I  believe,  in  all  sails  amnst  ab- 
sentees, to  appoint  eoun»el  to  deftnd  lEem,  and, 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  Ihe  property  atUched,  lo 
decree  a  eurocient  sum  for  the  payment  of  all  tbe 
expeases  iDcurred  in  the  suit  on  both  sides. 

By  the  record  in  this  case  it  appears  that  the 
sum  paid  to  Mr.  Livingston  was  paid  lo  him  by 
Ihe  sheriff,  under  an  order  by  tbe  court,  out  of  the 
funds  ptoduced  by  the  sole  of  Ihe  goods  atmcbed ; 
and  this  order  was,  no  doubt,  entered  io  confor- 
mity 10  the  practice  of  tbe  court  on  similar  ooca- 
tivas.    If  such  i«  the  law,  and  such  tb«  pnetioenf 
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ike  courit  ofLouUiana,  it  is  evideni  that  the  pay- 
loeat  of  the«e  $200  vat  an  act  of  the  court,  over 
irhicti  Mr.  Forbes  had  do  conirol,  and,  therefore, 
be  ougbt  not  now  to  be  called  on  to  pay,  from  his 
own  mnds,  a  sum  of  money  which  a  court,  having 

t'arisdictioD  of  the  matter,  had  ordered  to  be  paid 
If  BDother  parly.  The  record  of  that  cause  im- 
poits  absolute  vetity  as  to  the  facts  conlaiued  in 
Va  and  the  judgmeot  of  the  court  rendered  on 
those  facts  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  the  tribU' 
nals  of  another  iurisdiciion.  That  judgment  is, 
that  the  estate  ot  Vidal  should  pay  the  charges, 
viz :  $200,  incurred  in  compelling  it  to  pay  its 
debtsj  and  haw  can  a  court  now,  of  a  different 
jurisdiction,  possessing  no  powers  of  review,  re- 
verse the  judgment  of  that  tribunal,  and  make  a 
difierent  order  as  to  the  subject-matter  it  had  under 
consideration  7 

No  judgment  whatever  can  be  legally  given  in 
this  case  in  favor  of  the  devisees  of  Vidal,  (for 
they  are  not  heirs,  as  erroneously  called  in  their 
petition  and  proceedings  in  this  case,)  because, 
from  the  distribution  of  the  assets  of  bis  eatsle,  in 
1810,  as  well  as  from  the  reporl  of  the  auditors 
lecenily  made,  it  is  evident  that  the  estate  is  in- 
solvent, and,  therefore,  that  nothing  is  lefi  for  the 
devisees,  who  can  never  lake  any  thing  in  preju- 
dice to  the  creditors;  it  being  a  maxim  of  law,  as 
well  as  a  very  commonplace  one  of  morals,  that 
"a  man  must  be  just  before  he  is  generous;"  in 
other  words,  he  must  pay  his  debts  before  he  gives 
legacies ;  and  if  judgment  cannot  be  given  in  fa- 
vor of  the  devisees  or  petitioners,  it  is  conceived 
that  the  cause  cannot  be  taken  up  for  the  benefit 
of  the  creditors,  because  they  have  not  asked  it, 
and  are  fully  satisQed,  as  is  manifest  from  their 
palling  in  no  claim.  And  it  would  be  a  strange 
anomaly,  and  a  most  singular  phenomenon  in  ju- 
ri^vudence,  to  see  a  court  voluntarily  and  gratu- 
itously pursuing  the  fancied  in terestsand  enforcing 
the  imagioaiy  claims  of  persons  who  have  not 
said  they  have  any,  and  wno  have  certainly  n 
asked  its  interference. 

Having  considered  the  report  of  the  auditora.  I 
proceed  to  offer  some  remarks  on  that  pari  of  ibe 
judgnMnt  of  the  court  which  decrees  interest  on 
the  sum  of  $683  06,  from  the  20th  of  November. 
1810,  (m  the  supposition  that,  at  that  time,  a  Gnai 
aeuleqent  of  ihe  estate  of  Vidal  look  place,  and 
the  house  of  Forbes  was  ordered  to  pay  over  the 
depoaitc  in  their  hands,  which  the  court  supposes 
to  V  the  sum  above  meoiiooed. 

In  decreeing  interest,  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  [  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  court 
acted  onadvisedly,  and  that  a  review  of  the  facts, 
as  they  appear  on  record,  would  lead  to  a  very 
different  judgment. 

The  fallowing  statemeot  of  facta,  verified  by  the 
lecord,  will  place  (he  question  of  interest  in  a  ( ' 
light: 

In  the  year  1806,  Don  Nicolas  M.  Vidal,  then 
late  auditor  of  war  of  West  Florida,  leaving  con- 
siderably of  real  and  personal  estate  and  many 
debts  behind  him,  died  in  Pensdcola. 

By  his  will)  he  devised  his  property,  after  the 
payment  qf  his  debts,  to  two  mulatto  children, 


rho  are  the  present  petitioners,  styling  themsdves 

His  executor,  Cbristoval  de  Armas,  of  New 
Orleans,  sold  his  personal  property,  and,  after  the 
payment  of  mortgages  on  his  real  estate,  there  re- 
maina)  &2,645  25;  which  sum  he  having  faik4 
to  give  security  for,  as  by  Jaw  was  required  of  ex- 
ecutors residing  outof  the  jurisdiction  of  the  piov- 
ince,  it  was  ordered  by  the  tribunal,  exercising 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  probates,  to  be  draoatea 
with  the  house  of  Forbes  for  safekeepiog,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  creditors,  and  until  they  should  ^aUj 
their  claims  against  the  estate. 

A  meeting  of  the  creditors  having  been  bad, 
and  the  affairs  of  the  estate  deliberated  on  by 
them,  the  tribunal,  in  IBIO,  af^r  having  assigned 
to  each  one  his  dividend,  ordered  Mr.  John  Inne- 
rariiy,  the  attorney  of  the  house  of  Forbes,  to  pay, 
within  two  months,  to  the  creditois,  the  sams  thai 
had,  by  the  judicial  contador,  been  assigned  to 
them  as  their  dividends,  viz; 
To  Eupbroayne  Hianard  -        -    S1,3TS  00 

To  Terence  Le  Blanc      ...  209  31) 

To  the  officers  of  the  conrt,  (collec- 
tively) -        -        -  -        -         512  06J 
To  Miguel  Bslava  -       -       -        -         432  00 


83,538  37i 


These  sums,  paid  to  the  creditors  according  to 
the  order  of  the  court,  dednoted  from  tbe  sam  of 
$2,045  25.deposited,  leave  a  balance  in  tbe  hands 
of  Ibe  house  of  Forbes  of  01 12  87^ ;  to  which  add 
Ihe  sum  of  8183  37^,  received  from  Nrw  Orleans 
belonging  to  the  estate,  and  the  sum  of  9^96  S 
will  remain  of  the  deposite,  aninst  which  the 
house  of  Forbes  hate  a  claim  (wnicit  waa  allowed 
by  the  tribunal,  in  tbe  distribution  to  the  crrdiioi^ 
and  which  was  a  balance  due  on  a  note  of  band 
given  by  Vidal  to  that  house  for  borrowed  moiKT) 
amounting  to  $453  25 ;  leaving  a  balance  due  by 
Ibe  estate  to  the  house  of  Forbes  of  ^157.  Hence, 
there  is  neither  principal  nor  interest  belonging  to 
the  estateof  Vidal  in  the  hands  of  John  Inneraniy, 
the  eltorney  of  Forbes.  And  even  if  it  were  ai- 
milted  that  the  sum  of  8645  25  was  really  in  the 
hands  of  the  defendant,  as  supposed  by  the  court, 
it  is  evident  thai  inloest  cannot  be  exacted  on  i^ 
inasmuch  as  it  is  admitted  to  have  been  a  d^iosiu 
of  the  simple  kind,  which,  being  for  the  benefit  of 
the  depositor,  and  as  a  favor  to  him,  does  not  dtaw 
interest  until  after  a  demand  and  refoni ;  and  thi) 
sum  belonging  to  creditors,  who,  if  ther  have  not 
received  it,  certainly  have  not  demanded  it,  tbe 
court  cannot,  at  the  instance  of  third  persoa^ 
having  themselves*  no  claim,  decree  interest  to 
persons  really  entitled,  who  have  not  asked  iL 

It  may  be  said  that,  if  any  injury  has  been  done 
to  the  defendant,  he  is  without  remedy,  and  most 
submit  to  his  fate,  inasmuch  as  jndgment  has 
been  entered,  and  the  court  cannot  recall  it  1 
answer  thet,thoDsh  there  is  no  conrt  in  this  prov- 
ince having  appeflate  powers,  yet,  as  this  ii  a  tri- 
bunal acting  under  the  forms  of  the  civil  law,  and 
governed  by  the  rules  of  practice,  it  is  competMt 
to  the  same  court  to  review  itao —  ■' — '■ — 
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The  tame  power  which  did  the  iojar^  can  repair 
the  wrong.    Dt*tUi>itur  eodem  l^miat  quo  Ugatitr. 

At  common  law,  the  court  has  control  over  its 
judgments  during  the  term  Ibey  are  entered,  and, 
if  satisfied  thai  complete  justice  huoot  been  done 
in  anf  cause  tried  during  the  session,  the  practice 
b  lo  grant  a  new  (rial,  and,  oo  applicalion  to  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  under  such  circumstances, 
has  never  berD  known  io  fail.  And  even  if,  after 
the  end  of  Ibe  term,  it  is  discovered  that  more  com- 
plete justice  would  be  aitained  by  a  new  trial, 
though  the  court  of  common  law  cannot  grant  it, 
the  same  judge,  exercising  chancery  powers,  will, 
in  bis  character  of  chancellor,  award  an  injuac- 
tion,  and,  on  proof  of  the  allegations  of  the  bill, 
(reasons  for  a  new  trial,)  will  grant  relief. 

A  court  sitiiog  under  the  auihoritj'  of  the  civil 
law  has  no  icrma ;  it  is  always  open;  hence,  it 
has  the  same  control  over  its  judgments,  at  all 
limes  before  the  final  execution,  that  a  court  of 
common  law  has  during  its  terms.  It  also  com- 
bines in  its  very  constitution  chancery  and  com- 
mon law  powers )  so  that  a  court  thus  constituted 
is  competent  to  do  whatever  boib  courts,  io  the 
fullest  eiercise«f  tbeir  jurLsdlclion,  could  do.  I 
therefore  infer,  from  this  view  of  the  powers  of 
the  court,  governed,  as  ibis  is,  by  the  rules  of  the 
civil  or  Spanish  law,  tbat  there  will  be  no  hesita- 
tion in  granting  a  rehearing.  The  petitioners 
cannot  complain,  because,  if  ijiey  are  entitled  to 
any  thing,  ibeit  right  will  not  be  diminished  by 
Justice  being  done;  and,  if  they  are  entitled  to 
nothing,  tbey  cannot,  in  commou  honesty,  expect 
any  thing.  Bui,  nbove  all,  when  justice  is  the 
question,  no  technics!  questions,  nor  reasoning 
founded  in  £ction,  should  be  suffered  to  impede  her 
course ;  no  considerations  of  delicacy  to  predeces- 
sota should  restrain  the  hand  ibal  dispenses  right. 
FiatjiltUia  root  cidum. 

SAMUEL  ACRE. 

Mobile,  Dtcember  10,  1831. 

[DiKumsals  commDnicalcd  with  the  PreiiJant'i  Mes- 
ngeorJinuiryZS,  1823.] 
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So,     1.  Adjutant  (lencnl  Batln  tb  Oovsmor  Cop> 
piofu,  Msy  36,  ISSl. 
3.  GaTernor  CoppiDgar  lo  Uolon«l  Battar,  Maj 
26,  1821. 

3.  Governor  Cappioter  ta  Colooal  Buileri  Jtins 

a,  1831. 

4.  Butler  to  Coppinger,  Jaaa  S,  1831, 

6.  Coppinger  to  Butlar,  June  9,  1831. 
0.  Butlar  to  Coppingcr,  June  10,  1821. 

7.  Coppinger  to  Butler,  June  II,  1821. 

8.  Raturn  of  officer*,  &c. 

9.  Bdllcr  tfl  Coppingcr,  Jane  13,  1831. 

10.  Coppinger  to  Hntlir,  Jane  U,  1831. 

11.  Botler  (o  Coppinger,  June  IS,  IB9I. 

15.  Coppioger  tu  Butler,  Jane  10,  IBSl. 
13.  Batter  10  Coppinger,  June  18,  1831. 
U.  Coppinger  lo  Bntler,  Jane  19,  1831. 
1ft.  Butter  to  Coppinger,  Jaaa  30, 18tl. 

16.  Cof^ingcr  to  Batlar,  Jane  31,  1831. 

17.  Bntler  to  Major  T.  Croaa,  Jane  S3,  ISSl. 

18.  Butler  to  Liaalenint  Bairil,  June  SS,  ISSl. 


20.  Coppinger  to  Bntler.  Jane  33,  1831, 


S3.  BuUer  to  Csppiogar,  Juna  39,  1621. 
34.  Coppinger  to  BuUar,  Jane  30,  1831. 
2G.  Sutler  to  CoppiDger,  Jal;  3,  1821. 
26.  Coppinger  to  Butler,  July  3,  1831. 
37.  Butler  to  Coppinger,  July  3,  1821. 
as.  Coppinger  to  Butler,  July  4,  1821. 
39.  Butler  to  Coppinger,  Jalj  5,  1821. 

30.  Coppinger  lo  Butler,  July  6,  1821. 

31.  Butler  to  Coppinger,  July  6,  1821. 

32.  Coppinger  to  Butler,  Jaly  8,  1831. 

33.  Butler  lo  Coppinger,  Jul;  9,  18SI. 

34.  Memoranilum  signed  by  Butler  and  Coppin- 

ger, July  6,  1821. 
3G.  Certificate  of  Robert  Butler,  Jnly  13,  I83I. 
36.  Actofcrsiionof  But  Florida,  July  10,  1831. 

No.  1. 

Jdjutanl  General  Robert  BvUcr  to  Jme   Coppinffer, 
GotemoT  of  St.  Augnttint. 

St.  Auocbtihe,  May  26,  1831. 
Sir  :  I  bad  the  honor  to  inform  you  on  the  34th 
slant  of  ray  arrival  at  this  place,  and  of  the 
,  iwers  with  which  I  have  been  veeted  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  It  affortlBme 
much  satisfaction  to  find,  from  the  short  conveT- 
sation  1  had  on  yesterday  with  your  Excellency, 
that  our  sentiments  so  well  accord,  and  that  our 
exertions  will  be  raulual  in  affording-  every  possi- 
ble facility  to  a  speedy  aod  satisfactory  termina- 
tion of  the  official  intercourse  aniicipaied  between 
us.  in  strict  accordance  with  my  instructions,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  ask  officially  of  your  Bxeel- 
cellenev  whether  you  have  been  furnished  with 
any  order*  from  the  Govemer  General  of  Cuba 
authorizing  the  delivery  of  the  province  undo 
your  command  to  the  eommissioaer  appointed  fof 
Its  reception  on  the  part  of  my  Government.  I 
b^  leave  to  add,  in  conclusion,  that  1  am  prepared 
lo  commefice  the  negotiation,  and  to  comply  with 


I  have  (he  honor,  &.c. 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 
Adjutant  Qmml  and  (^ttmitiioner. 

To  His  Es'cy  JOBB  COPPINQEB, 

Governor,  ^c,  ""    ' ''" 


Tht  Governor  of  S 


No.  8, 
Aoffuttwe  to  Jdjatmt   Gaacrol 
StUler. 

St.  AnoDBTiNE,  Florida,  J&p  26, 1831. 
In  answer  In  the  note  of  this  date  which  yon 
have  beeti  pleased  to  send  me,  1  have  to  state  that 
I  am  sinceiely  desirous  that  ibe  business  forwfaich 
you  have  been  appointed  by  yonr  Government 
I  sboold  be  arranged  in  the  most  uniform  and  satii- 
I  factory  manner  to  our  Qovemmenta  and  to  onr- 
I  selves.  I  ratify,  as  1  mentioned  in  oar  visit  of 
1  yesterday,  my  being  without  the  orders  of  m^ 
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QoTeromeit  tueawiry  to  our  tieaiing  oo  the  de- 
liverf  of  this  proriaer,  uq  jer  mr  care,  according 
to  the  treat]'  concluded  by  the  Uaited  Stmes  and 
SpaJQ  ;  bat  which,  while  it  impnles  the  openiog 
a  connnunioatioB  on  the  Mihject,  can  nowise  em- 
iMrrasj  or  ntratten  our  indiTJaatl  relatiofls.  T  will 
iake  the  earliest  opgwilaoity  of  informing  his  Ex- 
-C^ency  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  and  the 
ElaridHs,  on  whom  [  immediately  depend,  of  your 
■rriTal  and  mission,  in  order  to  the  most  dpeedy 
•Itention  to  vour  charge  assuring  you,  in  the  mean 
tiiDe,  of  the  Sest  wishes  and  atteniion  wiihia  my 
oower.    God  preserve  yon  many  years. 

J08K  COPPINGER. 

By  order  of  His  Eiceltency; 

GEORGE  [.  F.  CLARKE. 

Rqbeht  Butlgh,  Adj.  Gfn.,  fc. 
No.  3. 
St.  AtionBTiNE,  Jmu  8,  1821. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  despatches  from  his 
Ezcelleacy  the  Captain  Generafof  the  island  of 
Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  with  competent  orders 
to  proceed  to  the  delivery  of  this  province  to  ihe 
commixsioner  authorized  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  receive  it;  and,  as  yon  have 
been  pleased  to  inform  me  that  you  have  come 
vated  with  ih;t  commission,  I  now  give  you  no- 
tiee  of  it,  in  order  that  the  intended  end  may  bv 
ucompliMied.    Your  obedient  snvant, 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

Robert  Butler,  Adj.  Gen.,  ^c. 

No.  4. 

Cclaad  Stdttr  to  tht  Govaraar  of  St.  Av^tHiat. 

Bt.  AoouaTiNG,  Juiu  8, 1821, 

8ib:  I  had  the  satiafactiDo  to  receire  your  note 

of  this  motning,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  in- 

ibna  me  that  you  bare  received  "  competent  or- 

den"  to  airange  the  delivery-  of  this  province  to 

tke  commissioner  authorized  by  the  Goverament 

Df  the  United  States  to  receive  it.    As  we  now 

mn  tbe  mutually  declared  Bothoriiies  touching 

lliia  busineai,  and  as^^  I  presume,  ^ou  are,  ai  I  am, 

aatisfled  in  this  omeial  recognition,  I  shall  at 

once  conform  to  my  instruclion?,  by  opening  the 

subject  generally,  that  no  unnecessary  delay  may 

To  enable  me  to  comply  with  tbe  provisions  of 
the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  latefy  ratified  by 
our  respective  Governments,  it  becomes  necessary 
to  call  on  your  Excellency  for  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  and 
troops,  for  which  I  am  to  provide  transportation 
to  the  Havana,  and  also  to  arrange  the  provisions 
for  their  subaistencej  which,  allhougii  not  ex- 
pressly mentJoDed  in  the  treaty,  yet  the  liberal 
oonsttuction  which  my  Government  ii  disposed 
to  give  to  that  instrument  has  induced  the  arrange- 
maiU.  It  is  desirable,  also,  to  have  a  distinction 
drawn  between  those  officen  who  have  families 
and  Ihoae  who  have  not,  as  I  feel  disposed  to 
■fiord  as  much  comfort  as  possible,  without  de- 
paitiag  from  my  instructions,  in  the  arran^ment 
of  tbe  transports.    As  this  information  is  import- 


ant to  the  iratnediale  consummation  of  my  pie- 
paraiory  dniies,  I  hope  vou  will  eive  me  early  a^ 
(ices,  to  enaUe  n>e  to  place  myself  subject  to  ymr 
wishea  in  the  final  arrangement. 

To  evince  my  respect  for  yoa  personally,  as 
well  as  ofBciajly,  and  feeling,  as  I  do,  every  friend- 
ly disposition  towards  onllivating  the  happy  na- 
derstanding  which  exists  .between  our  respective 
Governments,  I  am  induced  to  ask  yotir  Exed^ 
lency  to  embrace,  in  tbe  form  of  a  projeL,  lit. 
Yonr  wiahes  with  regard  lo  tbe  manner  and  pro- 
bable lime  of  delivery  of  tbe  province  ander  yosi 
command ;  2d.  The  sulnect  islands  depeedenc  on 
said  ftrovinoe;  3d.  PnMic  lots  and  squares ;  4ih. 
Public  edifices ;  5th.  FortiScations,  with  that 
appendant  defences;  6th.  Bairaeks  and  other 
buildings,  which  are  not  private  property;  and, 
7lh.  The  archives  and  documents  which  relate 
directly  to  the  properly  and  sovereignty  of  said 
province,  accompanied  with  a  seh^ale  of  the 
property  contained  under  the  3d,  3d,  4tb,  5i]t,aDd 
fit h  heads.  The  arrangements  which  may  relate 
to  tbe  embarcalioQ  of  our  troops  1  shall  leave  out 
of  view  for  tbe  present,  as  I  desire  on  this  bead  to 
consult  your  wislies,  in  a  conference,  previous  to 
entering  of  record  and  preliminaries  touching  that 
point :  believing  as  I  do  that  we  can  more  salis- 
faciorily  meet  each  other's  views  by  a  conference 
than  by  written  communications.  As  the  projei 
which  I  have  requested  is,  when  complete,  to  be 
in  the  character  of  a  general  arrangement,  des- 
tined to  be  passed  for  the  information  of  onr  le- 
speetive  Oovernmenis,  as  an  acquittal  of  the  duties 
required  of  us,  I  feel  the  mare  striicitons  that  yon 
akonld  Eijbmit  it,  as  the  most  particular  evidenee 
of  the  friendly  disposition  of  Ihe  Gov«iimml 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

1  renew  to  your  Excellency  the  asnrances  of 
my  distinguished  consideration. 

ROBERT  BUTLBR. 

Governor  Coppinoer. 

No.  5. 
Governs  Coppirtger  to  CUcwI  Satltr. 

St.  Adodstine,  June  9,  18S1. 

Sir:  Befm«  satisfying  each  of  tbe  particolart 
contained  in  the  note  which,  under  date  of  yester- 
day, you  did  me  the  honor  of  sending  me,  I  bare 
thought  it  convenient  to  inform  you,  that,  in  the 
ei:pedienl  that  must  be  formed,  to  proceed  to  the 
delivery  of  the  province  under  my  charge,  Ibere 
must  be  inserted  authentic  copies  of  the  treaty 
concluded  between  our  respective  Governments': 
of  the  royal  schedule  of  the  24th  of  October  Uit. 
that  I  have  received  for  the  ddivery,  and  the  rest 
of  the  orders  appertaining  [o  it;  and  likewise  in- 
cluding that  in  which  1  am  named  and  empow- 
ered by  his  Excellency  the  Captain  Geun^l  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  and  the  two  Floridas,  in  his  name 
to  mate  said  delivery  to  the  commiasioDa  of  the 
United  States  of  America  duly  authorized  to  re- 
ceive it;  aad  although,  individually,  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  you  are  the  eommiasioner,  noi- 
wiihstanding,  to  proceed  with  all  the  circumspec- 
tion requisite  to  so  important  a  sulject,  I  mast- 
therefore,  beg  yoa  lo  oblige  me  hy  ae»dht§  the 
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decDBflnt  in  wbi«b  yon  are  KBiborized  for  said 
commUsioD,  a  copy  of  which  will  be  united  to  laid 
dDcnmeots,  scrvins  aa  prelinuaarieB  od  Ibe  delir- 
erv  mtd  receipt,  tnu  will  be  done  wiib  all  the 
Bolemnitf  possible.  Id  the  mean  time,  I  fihall 
conmuiueate  to  you  a  knowledge  of  the  other  af- 
lain  which  you  demaod,  and  always  with  the 
higbeat  consideration  and  esteem  for  your  person. 
I  bare  the  honor  to  be,  &o. 

JOSE  COPPINGHR. 

ROBBKT  BUTLEK,  EiSq. 

No.  6. 
Cotoitel  BuUer  to  Governor  Coppiagtr. 

St.  AnousTiNE,  Jwne  10,  1821. 

Sir  ;  I  have  received  yonr  tioie  of  yesterday,  in 
which  you  assign  ibe  leasons  for  not  "soxisfying 
each  01  the  particulars"  contained  in  my  note  of 
the  8th  instant;  and  although  it  is  believed,  on 
my  pail,  that  a  more  sumioary  mode  would  meet 
the  views  of  my  Government  than  what  you  deem 
necessary,  growing  out  of  your  iostiuctions,  1 
readily  acquiesce  in  the  proposed  avangement, 
and  nave,  tbeiefore,  herewith  enclosed,  for  your 
satisfaction,  my  appointmeiit  as  commissioner  to 
arrange  with  your  Excellency  the  duties  intrusted 
to  our  charge,  fn  the  mean  time,  I  hope  you  will 
favor  ma  with  Ihe  iofoimation  desired  in  the  first 
pan  of  my  note  of  the  8th  instant,  relating  to  the 
arrangement  of  Iransporta,  at  as  early  a  period  ai 
may  be  coovenient  and  proper. 

With  sentiments  of  great  resect  and  esteem,  1 
have  the  hoooi  lo  be  your  obedient  Kivant, 

ROBERT  BUTLJIR. 

His  Exc'y  J.  Coppinoer. 

No.  7. 
Governor  Oqfinger  to  CoUmd  BvUer. 

St.  AcocaTiKE,  Jaru  11,  1821. 
S[r:  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  lOth  in- 
stant, in  which  ycu  enclose  me  your  appoinlmeni 
as  commissioner  to  receive,  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  the  province  under  my 
charge ;  and,  although  you  have  pointed  out  to  me 
that  it  was  believed,  on  your  part,  that  a  more 
summary  mode  than  that  I  have  proposed  was  the 
persuasion  in  which  your  Government  was  would 
be  observed,  I  must  remark,  that,  attending  to 
what  the  treaty,  royal  schedule  of  ddivery,  onteia 
of  my  Captain  General,  and  the  importance  of  the 
same  a&irs  merit,  I  hare  thought  the  proposal 
Ihe  most  analogical,  and  worthy  to  fill  the  objects, 
although  I  am  disposed  to  rectify  it  in  any  of  the 
parts  that  do  not  agtee,  or  are  unnecessarv  in  the 
insinuated  requisites.  Coinciding  with  the  ideas 
that  you  bare  manifested  to  me,  it  is  my  desire 
that  our  respective  commissions  be  complied  with 
as  soon  as  possible;  but,  baring  received,  at  the 
same  lime  with  the  orders  for  the  delivery  of  (his 
province  those  that  ought  to  have  been  communi- 
cated ere  this,  to  prepare  and  facilitate  said  de- 
livery, is  therefore  the  cause  that  it  cannot  be  ex- 
ecuted io  all  its  partswith  that  despatch  we  desire. 
On  that  account,  I  request  your  attention  in  re- 


spect to  the  adviees  and  inleUageaoe  my  G 
'  relative  to  ine  treaty,  t( 


,  Qoreis- 
ntent  haa  given  me  relative  to  ine  treaty,  to  make 
kaown  to  all  the  inhabiianis  of  the  country,  aa 
well  that  part  stipulated  in  respect  to  them,  as  also 
the  particular  steps  they  have  determined  shall  be 
taken  for  iboae  who  wi^  to  emigrate  to  various 
parts  of  (he  Spanish  dominions.  The  ariillery, 
military  stores,  and  ammunition,  tbat  ue  to  be 
transported,  is  another  of  the  impoitant  points,  the 
opcrauon  (^  which  demands  some  otder  and  (inie 
in  this  particular,  as  well  as  others,  which,  al- 
though they  are  not  of  as  much  consequence,  it  is 
requisite  (o  execute  titem.  I  therefore  consider  it 
necessary  we  should  hold  a  prirate  conference,  a 
medium  by  which  we  can  conciliate  our  respective 
opinions,  and  accelerate  its  brevity ;  for  which 
ocoasion  I  reaerve  manifesting  you  my  observa- 
tioDS,  thai,  united  willi  those  ^on  may  uniformly 
make,  tber  can  be  formalized  in  a  species  of  con- 
rention,  that  will,  point  out,  with  exacti(ude,  the 
method  of  the  operation,  and  will  deliver  us  from 
some  difficullies  thai  generallv  occur  in  such  cases. 
In  answer  \a  (be  first  particular  of  yoar  note  of 
the  8(b  instant,  1  enclose  you  a  circumstantial  ac- 
count of  the  mili[aiy  force  of  (bis  garrison,  in- 
cluding the  families  belonging  thereto;  likewise 
another,  of  those  em[^oyed  in  this  place  under  (he 
immediate  dependency  of  the  national  finance, 
both  one  and  the  other,  with  their  respective 
remarkti,  for  the  ends  that  may  be  ihongnt  ne- 

Before  leaving  this  anbjeot,  renderiog  your  Go^- 
emmenl  the  honor  and  justice  it  merits,  I  ray 
Ibem  the  tribute  of  my  sincere  thanks  for  (be  lib- 
eial  sense  given  lo  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty; 
generosity  supplying  the  necessary  provisions  dor- 
iDg  (he  voyagt  of  Ihe  officers,  (roops,  and  those 
persons  employed  in  the  finance;  and  to  you,  sir, 
for  the  frankness  you  have  maoifestcd,  and  which 


will,  no  doubt,sbor(eD  bur  future  coiuiuuiiii;Biiuua. 
As  I  have  heretofore  expressed,  1  think  it  proper 
ibere  should  be  a  personal  interview,  for  arranging 
the  embatcation  of  said  arlillery,  military  stores, 
aod  ammunition,  and  other  particulars  which  I 
wish  lo  communicate.  We  will  (hen  tlelermine 
posidrely  the  day  on  which  the  delivery  of  (be 
province  under  my  charge  can  be  eSected,  aa  all 
other  calculations  woold  be  useless  without  such 
an  aniecedeni  agreement.  In  respect  to  the  lots, 
squares,  public  edifices,  fortifications,  barracks, 
and  o(her  public  property,  wi(h  the  documents 
and  atchirea  that  appertain  directly  to  (he  right 
and  sovereignty  of  ttiis  province,  you  can  imm^ 
dialely  designate  the  person  or  persons  that  are  to 
receive  the  inventorin,  plans,  a,c.,  to  prepare  and 
devise  (he  iteedful,  for  the  purpose  of  aavaociug 
this  operation,  to  ibe  courniandant  of  engineers  of 
this  city,  foi  the  delivery  of  each  of  the  respective 
departments,  and  also  the  documents  appertaining 
to  individual  jproperty,  and  those  alluding  (o  the 
sovereignty  of  (he  province:  for  which  I  will  give 
the  competent  order,  when  I  am  advised  by  you  of 
those  chosen  for  the  purpose.  To  give  you,  as  I 
ntisfa,  an  exact  account  ol  the  adjacent  islands  to 
this  province,  is  almost  beyond  my  power,  for  the 
want  of  a  general  map  tbat  delineates  Iheir  posi- 
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tioDS,  ezlensioD,  and  eiTcumstancea ;  bat,  with  ihe 
exception  of  Amelia,  which  is  in  the  paswssion  of 
the  Unilcd  States,  and  that  forming  the  harbor  of 
this  port,  known  by  [be  name  of  Sl  Anastacia, 
on  which  is  situated  the  look-out  house,  all  the 
test  are  nearly  without  population,  as  likewise  the 

Eiublic  lands.  You  will  therelbre  have  a  know- 
edge  of  those  to  be  taken  poasessioD  of  as  QoverD- 
ment  property,  under  the  impression  there  mav  be 
of  their  not  being  granted.  I  believe  want  of  ex- 
actitude will  Buf&r  00  difficulties  to  arise,  seeing 
the  good  faith  and  long  possession  which  the 
Spanish  QovernmenI  has  had  of  them  since  the 
treaty  concluded  between  her  and  Great  Britain, 


at  Versailles,  the  19th  September,  17B3,  in  which 
no  particular  Bpecificalion  is  made  of  said  islands, 
nor  is  there  any  document  relative  to  the  aflair. 
The  plain  and  ingenuous  manifestalion  with  which 
1  have  tried  to  tatisfv  the  particnlara  contained  in 
your  note  of  the  Sib,  most  conrince  yoa  of  the 
friendly  dispositina  to  fulhl  the  commission  coo- 
Sded  to  me  with  that  harmony  and  friendship 
which  has  until  now  guided  us,  and  which,  I  am 
certain,  will  not  be  interrupted,  as  1  haye  the 
greatest  opinion  of  the  amiable  qaalilies  which 
adorn  you.    Ood  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  COPPINGKR. 
Colonel  Bdtlbb, 


tt^ura  of  tkt  penoiu  tmphyed,  and  other  indieidualt  daiatding  on  the  national  treatuiy,  of  tkt  city  ^ 
St.  Auguitnu,  Eatl  Flonda,  Ihat  art  ta  he  tmbarked  for  the  Haeana,  agreeably  lo  ihe  trealt/  eoacMded 
between  Spain  and  the  United  ^alet,  exprating  taeh  m  are  married,  and  the  nuittber  of  their  ekUdrai. 


Emploiment. 

Nsmet 

Women. 

Children. 

TwiL 

Minister  of  the  national 

Don  Gonaalo  del  Prado  - 

s 

Do.         -        - 

Don  Jose  Su*ed»- 

Do.         -        - 

AssiiUnt  clerk     - 

Don  Manuel  Creapo 

Do.         -        - 

Collector  and  Iresiurer 

of  Fern.ndiao 

Don  Domingo  Rejes       ■ 

Do.         -        - 

Nolarj   pablic   of   lh« 

finsncB    -        -        - 

Don  Join  BUid'Bnlralgo 

11 

Do.         -        - 

Coatom-hoase  (nard    - 

Franciaco  Ganulea 

National  maiaiine      - 

Don  Juan  RobUa    - 

Do.        -        - 

Don  Santiago  Gonulas  - 

Do.         -        - 

Do. 

Don  Augnstin  Magienan 

Board  of  works  - 

0*er«»wr  ioTaliJed       - 

Don  Jo«a  McGomei 

Do.        -        - 

Blscksmith-        -        - 

Don  Francis  GI.1    ■        - 

Do.         -        - 

Armoiei      - 

Don  Antonio  Andrew    - 

Do.        -        - 

Cooper 

Don  Nsfoel  Andrew        - 

Miliur;  ho.pitsl 

Complrolliir  >di]  acting 

Don  Frauds  Rbvu 

Do.        -        - 

Princip.1  pby«d.n     - 

Dr.  Don  Jo«  P.  Per.olta 

Do.        -       - 

Sargeon 

Dan  Jnan  R.  Bcjarano    - 

Do.        -       - 

First  swiatanl      .        . 

Don  Antonio  Cordova    . 

Do.        -       - 

Chi.f  .potheM.7        - 

Don  Ramon  Paentos 

10 

Do.         .        . 

Cook  .... 

On*        -        -        -        - 

National  lehooDer 

Barbatiu        -        ■ 

CaptaU       -        .        . 

Dm  Mignel  AoMla 

Do.       -       - 

BoaUoaiB  -       -       - 

Malao  Ponce  -       .       . 

Do.       .       - 

Beamn      •       -       - 

Tlir<*    .... 

Pilot*,  launch     .       - 

First  pilot  -       -       . 

Don  Pedro  Hiruida        - 

Do.        -       . 

Ssooad  pilot 

Don  Francisoo  Lonno   - 

Do.        -       - 

Seamen 

T„l«.        -^.        . 

Coxswain   - 

Don  Pedro  TropeU 

Do.        -       - 

SMmen       -        .        . 

Three    -        -        .        - 

Gnnboat  Zelou  - 

Fslron 

Don  Nicolas  RodriguM   - 

Do.       -       - 

Cm        ...        . 

Qanboat  YmaUblB      - 

Pation 

Don  Juaji  Mesire  -       . 

Do.         -        - 

Beamen      -        -        - 

Three    .        .        -         . 

Public  school      -        - 

Don  Enubio  HcGomex  - 

M 

99 

173 

Convicts         -        -        - 
Total      .        .        .        . 

17 
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RiKiixi. — N«  banapvit  ii  required  f«r  lb  ladi> 
Tiduili  betODging  to  the  lebaoner  Beibarita,  the  gnn- 
Iwiti  Zdou  and  Ymutabte,  u  vbU  ■■  thoee  of  Ae 
launch  and  ciutom-boiwe  boit,  u  (hi;  are  U  per- 
lorm  the  Tojtge  in  the  Grat  of  tbeee  veuetn.  More- 
over. lh>l  in  the  toliL  of  the  penoui  emplajed  con- 
laincJ  in  thJa  return,  tbeie  ate  eODie  nhi^  from  aick- 
Dcu,  caiiDot  proceed  niih  the  eipediilan. 

JOSE  COPPINGEH. 

St.  Aoodstihe,  June  11, 1821. 

No.  9. 
Colonel  BtitUr  to  Governor  Coppingtr. 
St.  AoooeTine,  E.  F.,  /tme  13, 1821. 

Sir:  Yoar  note  of  tbe  Itth  iosiant,  with  the 
■ccompaDfiDg  dooumenti,  I  had  the  pleasure  to 
receive  last  evening.  The  seDtimenti  eiprenied 
therein  have  been  daly  examiDed  bikI  properlf 
appreciated.  The  inrortiiBtioa  contained  in  the 
schedules  jou  have  Airnished  irill  enable  me  to 
arrange  the  transports,  1  hope,  ratiefaetorily.  Per- 
mit me  to  hope  that  you  will  ^ire  sactr  instruc- 
tions to  the  commandant  of  engineerBas  will  au- 
thorize him  to  prepare  an  inventory  of  the  lots, 
squares,  public  ediBees,  fortifications,  barracks, 
ftod  other  public  property  compiehended  in  the 
cession,  tneether  with  a  plan  of  the  respectire 
towns  or  pbcn,  in  which  it  is  peculiarly  desirable 
to  have  iKe  public  property  designated  by  some 
color  different  from  that  owned  hy  individtnls, 
and  to  have  attached  their  eileni  of  limits.  On 
the  arriral  of  the  officer  whAae  functions  embrsce 
this  duty,  I  shall  inmedittely  give  him  the  neceS' 
sary  orders  for  their  reception,  of  which  I  shall 
duly  apprize  yoti.  1  shall  labe  occasion  to  desig- 
nate, shortly,  a  sailable  person  to  receive  the  ar- 
chives Bad  documcQts  wnich  relate  directly  to  the 
property  and  sovereignly  of  this  province,  as 
autnorized  by  you.    It  now  becomes  necessary  to 

'*  e  particularly  that  part  of  your  Excellency'' 


note  which  relates  to  ordnance,  milhary  stoi«s, 
&c. ;  and  I  regret  that  part  of  my  note  of  the  8lh 
seems  to  have  been  misunderstood  wherein  I  made 


tbeexpression  "fortifications,  with  their  appendant 
defences;"  which  was  intended  to  convey  distinct- 
ly to  you  that  my  Qovernment  conndered  the 
artillery  in  the  fortiScations  appendant,  and  of 
right  t)ek)nginf  to  them,  and  embraced  in  the 
meaning  and  intention  of  the  cession,  and,  there- 
fore, to  be  left  with  them.  I  had  fondly  hoped 
that  the  same  eonstraetion  would  have  been  given 
by-  our  reepeclive  Qoverninniti  to  the  treaty  ;  but, 
from  the  tenor  of  your  letter  in  relation  to  the 
artillery,  it  wonld  appear  that  your  instructions 
have  rendered  their  removal  necessary.  Sboald 
this  be  the  case,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  adhere 
strictly  to  the  same  system  of  construction  in 
every  part  of  the  treaty  embraced  by  my  instruc- 
tions ;  and  i  therefore  solicit  the  information,  that 
I  may  adopt  such  measures  as  the  subject  requires. 
So  soon  as  the  foregoing  point  is  disposed  of,  I 
shall  immediately  call  on  vou  to  meet  each  other': 
view^  in  conference,  touching  all  the  matters  that 
-will  Teatain  for  discussion;  and  I  most  he  permit- 
ted to  asrare  you  that  my  hopes  and  expectalioDS 


renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  most  respectful 
>nnderBtioD  and  great  regard. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
Hi*  Bz'cy  JosB  CoepiNOBR, 
CoMTRor,  ^  S'    ' 


Ho.  10. 
Governor  Q^pinger  to  Colond  Butler. 

St.  Ahocbtinb,  /ww  14, 1821. 
1  have  given  the  necessary  orders  to  the  eom- 
andant  of  engineers  to  prepare  the  inven'tories 
of  the  lots,  squares,  public  ediSces,  fortificalioos, 
barracks,  and  the  rest  of  the  property  appertaining 
to  the  nation,  manifested  lo  vou  in  my  note  of  the 
11th  instant,  that  you  would  of  eoui^e,  on  yoar 
part,  name  the  person  to  receive  them;  baid 
commandant  of  engineers  will  deliver  snitable 
plans,  and  in  that  of  the  town  will  be  found  de- 
lioeetedthelotsandotherpublic  property,  with  the 
marks  and  explanations  separately,  (ibal  detail 
~hich  yon  desire;}  as  also  will  be  ready  for  de- 


ivery  the  documents  that  have  direct  relation 
the  property  and  sovereignty  of  this  province ;  for 
the  particulars  of  which  1  refer  yoo  to  my  sr" 


with  tbear  dependencies,  or  appertaining  de- 
fences," understood  by  me  m  the  literal  sense, 
was,  that  dependencies  signified  ihe  exterior  works 
of  the  fortincation — magazines  and  other  similar 
works,  such  as  the  the  lines  and  palisades  that 
unite  the  fortress  of  this  city  and  sarround  it.  For 
'  '  reason  I  found  no  difficulty,  and  I  took  a  cur- 
sory view  of  the  eipresMOo  ;  but  having  given  rise 
to  the  manifestation  that  you  have  been  pleased  to 
make  me,  that  your  Ooveroroenl  considered  the 
artillery,aromunition,anf  ordnance  stores  that  are 
in  the  fortifications  appertaining  lo  them  by  right, 
and  that  such  efiects  are  comprehended  In  Ihe 
meaning  of  the  cession,  I  must  inform  yon  that  a 
contrary  explanation  has  been  given  by  my  Gov 
ernment  on  this  point ;  nod  you  will  therefore  per- 
'  ne  to  make  some  observations  that  will  con- 
e  you,  I  am  persuaded,  of  the  rectitude  of  this 
judgment.  By  fortification,  I  understand  the  work 
that  is  raised  to  defend  and  eDclose  a  certain  space, 
the  work  consisting,  in  particular,  of  the  edifice, 
but  not  in  the  arms,  ammunition,  and  ordnance 
stores,  in  which  each  nation  varies  ta  its  structures, 
tactics,  and  military  laws.  If  it  is  an  axiom  that 
the  fortifications  want  arms  and  ammunition  for 
their  defence,  it  is  equally  so  that  they  want  force 
for  their  management,  as  likewise  the  necessaria 
for  iheir  sobsistence ;  by  which,  if  the  support  of 
the  qoeation  consists  that  the  fortifications  to  be 
defended  require  the  first,  by  this  idenlieal  reason 
the  second  may  be  demanded,  as  there  is  as  much 
propriety  in  the  one  as  the  othw ;  whenever,  with- 
out the  reunion  of  tbese  thin^  it  will  not  be  said 
that  is  a  fortified  point,  and  m  a  state  of  defence. 
Under  a  diffeieDt  aspect  will  the  moveable  and 
otbcc  furailare,  then  in  use  in  the  barracks  and 
puUic  buildings,  be  delivered  with  them.     It  is  not 
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ntMiuble  thst  it  should  be  m,  as  the  Iota,  Aitib- 
tare  of  the  troops,  ati<l  otli«r  ate&aiU  that  aerte  for 
ihecoareaieBceBDd  oecesiity  of  those  Uiat  inhabit 
tbem,  cannot  be  inciuded  io  tbe  deliTerjr.  It  isob- 
serTfa  bstween  naiioDs,  that  b^  the  sale,  cession, 
exchange,  and  cod  vFjranee  of  this  cltsi  of  profrtriy, 
is  understood  merely  the  boildings,  unlm  il  is  slip- 
Dialed  decisively  ihal  in  the  sale,  cession,  &c.,  ihe 
.  furniture,  with  the  rest  of  the  moveable  effects,  is 
a  part  of  ihe  properly ;  and  il  \i  very  clear  to  in- 
fer that  in  the  treaty,  where  it  distinctly  mentions 
the  delivery  of  the  fartiScatton^,  it  is  solely  the 
■naterial  and  immoveable  parts,  but  not  the  goods 
and  eSecl*  necesaary  for  its  defance.  It  is  imder 
Ibis  belief  that  the  Spanish  QoveratDent  directs 
me  to  af[ree  with  the  comminioners  of  the  United 
States.  ID  the  mode  of  removing  the  troops,  am- 
monition,  baggage.  Sec. ;  from  which  I  mitt  that 
the  whole  is  to  be  executed  at  their  charge.  Io 
eonctuiion,  it  is  well  known  that,  on  the  delivery 
of  this  pTOTinee  by  Great  Britain  to  Spain,  the  for- 
mer withdrew  all  the  kbove-mentioned  effects,  ai 
being  the  practice  Id  similar  case^,  onlesa  stipiila- 
led  loT olherwiw.  1  remain  io  ibepnsDaaion  that 
what  I  have  expressed  will  be  sufficient,  in  order 
that  tb«  meaning  and  interpretation  may  be  recti- 
fiod,  which  you  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  inslnic- 
tioa  given  by  your  OovernmcBt  to  the  eipression 
in  the  treaty  t«Uiive  to  the  fortifications;  and 
weighing,  as  I  ant  assured  joa  wiU,  the  essential 
{MTt  of  tikis  note,  we  may  proceed  to  the  points 
still  depending,  and  conclude  with  muEaal  satit- 
&ciion  our  respective  duties.  Ood  praerve  you 
many  years.  JOSE  COPPINGER. 

RoBBHT  BuTXEH,  Esq.,  A^.  Gtiu,  ^. 
No.  II. 
Caiotul  SutUr^o  Gttemar  Coppi»ger. 

St.  AoonBTiME,  /wm  15, 1821. 


to  me  this  morning-  I  feel  great  satisfaction  at 
your  having  ifiven  stKh  general  attenlMB  to  the 
Btibjtcis  contained  in  my  note  aforenid.  There 
are  two  points  in  your  note  which  claim,  on  my 

Krt,  explanation.  The  first  relates  to  the  fol- 
iring  sentence,  as  given  by  you,  in  quolalton 
from  my.itote  of  the  lOtb,  viz:  "fortifications 
with  iheu  dependenoiet,  (H'appertMning  defences." 
At  this  is  calculaled  to  give  impraasions  different 
from  wliat  was  exprnanl,  I  beg  to  be  excused  for 
giving  the  annexed  quotation  from  the  copy  in 
my  posMssion  bearing  date  the  Sih,  and  oot  the 
ICnh  instantj  and  which  is  in  the  following  words, 
viz :  "  fori  in  cations,  with  their  appeo^nt  defen- 
ces." The  second  point  relates  to  ibe  expression 
in  jovT  Exeel\ecicj'a  note  josE  recerred,  and  of 
which  the  following  is  a  quolalion :  "  Thai  your 
Qovetoment  consideted  the  a  r  tiller  v,  am  muni  lion, 
and  ordnance  stores  that  are  in  the  fortifications, 
appertaining  to  them  by  i^ffbl,  and  that  such  ef- 
fects are  comprehended  in  the  nteaning  of  the  ces- 
sion." O^Msed  10  which,  I  insert  the  following 
qnotaiion  from  my  note  of  the  13ih  instant,  aai 
to  whi  b  vou  allade,  viz  :  "  Thai  my  Governnacnt 
t»nsidtrea  the  artillery  in  Ihe  fortifications  apfMB- 


dant,  andof  rigJU  bdnngM^to  then, and  eakiaetd 
in  the  meaning  and  isteniion  of  the  cvnion,  ni, 
therefore,  to  be  left  with  tbew."  From  this  ei- 
prCBsion,  your  Excellency  will  eertainlr  perreivt 
that  the  United  States  laid  no  claim  to  the  amnii- 
nition  and  ordnance  stores.  Conld  I  ibink  mvidT 
at  liberty  to  enter  Into  discussion  on  the  men'ts  of 
the  eoD!<truction  which  my  Government  has  giree 
to  the  treaty,  in  relation  to  the  artillery.  I  flails 
myself  that  I  could  convince  you,  satiiAclarily. 
that  the  meaning  and  intenlion  of  the  coniractisg 
parlies  were,  that  the  artillery  in  the  fortificiiions 
was  appendant  to,  and  should  remain  with  ihem. 
Such  would  also  appear  to  have  been  the  impres- 
sion of  the  CapiBin  General  of  Cuba,  from  bb 
order  to  you  of  the  Sifa  ultimo,  fa  copy  of  which 
I  have  received  from  the  United  Slates  Commis- 
sioner, from  Cuba,)  in  which  he  does  not  require 
the  removal  of  Ibe  artillery  ;  added  to  wbieh,  the 
total  silence  of  the  seventh  article  of  the  tr*aly  on 
Ihe  subject  of  furnishing  traosportatioB  far  the 
artillery,  ammunition,  aad  ordnance  A^^  neven 
provisioBB  for  the  sabststenee  of  the  troops  on  iheir 
passage.  As  I  feel  myself  aolhorixed  to  infer, 
from  your  note  of  the  14ih  instant,  that  you  an 
detecnuned  to  remove  the  arlillery ,  it  becoioei  my 
daty  to  «iler  my  protest  against  the  measurei 
But,  before  appending  it  to  this  conUHinicatioQ,  1 
would  sunest  that,  sboidd  you  feel  ratboiized  le 
form  a  diBetent  coscltBiion  with  regard  to  the  ar- 
tiltory,  and  to  determine  to  leave  il,  1  will  er^ge 
to  furnish  a  reasonable  proporlioa  of  tranifona- 
tton  for  the  ammnaition  and  ordnance  sIorb;  bat, 
OB  tke  other  baud,  sbmJd  yon  still  detemmtetc 
remove  the  artillery,  I  do  hereby  respeclfolly  pra- 
tesiafainat  the  measure,  and  declare  that  I  do  not 
consider  the  United  Stales  bound  to  fVimish  eitbei 
transportation  or  escort  tor  the  ariillerr,  ammoni- 
ItoD,  and  ordnance  sioses ;  and  that  iher  have; 
and  will  exercise,  a  elaioi  on  tbe  Spanish  Gotcni- 
ment,  as  w'ell  for  ibe  artillery  sp  removed,  ai  the 
provisions  which  ibey  have  procured  for  diesabr 
sisience  of  the  Spanish  troops  frotn  this  to  the 
Havana,  should  tne  same  be  made  nse  of.  A> 
this  point  now  remains  for  decision  ezelasivviv 
with  you,  and  shoald  Etnl  decision  correspond 
with  the  aentimenla  contaiaed  in  nmr  last  note.  I 
eowiiler  it  placed  ont  of  iJte  pale  of  my  dtnioL 
and  subject  to  fliture  disoutsioD  between  our  twv 
resfMcllve  Oovernmenis  alow.  I  have  to  n^foesi 
that  tbe  publiipiopertvat  Amelia  Unad  will  ate 
be  mbraced  in  the  plans  pccpatitig  bj  tbe  con- 
matidsnt  of  engineeri.  I  ihal)  do  myself  the 
honor  Io  call  and  ccnfa-  with  your  BxvaleDcy  en 
lo-mcHrow  wUtt  reluct  to  onr  fnrthn  dntiea,  and 
conclude  with  renewed  aasaranees  of  pcrsoital  es- 
teem and  ^eai  regard. 

ROBBfiT  BUTLER. 
His  Ex'oy  Governor  Corpnt<QEit. 

No.  13, 
Gin-mior  Coppinfftr  to  CuUmd  BuOtr. 

Bt.  Ad«d8tinb,  Jsdm  16, 1^1. 
8ik:  1  badlhehonorofr^yioginmrlastBate 
to  yoors  of  the  8th  and  ISth,  (which  iMt,  thrMigh 
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misUke,  was  refrrred-ia  iof  lewl  of  (had  of  the- 10th,) 
oDibetamesulyeoiiof  whiohyoONVitiMd  tn  sz- 
plaaatioD  (d  your  boM  of  yestenlai^.  In  nqt  optB- 
ioii,^«  ufo-etEioDB  io  your  firtt  tw»Mte(  ateay- 
nonyHioin,  viz;  " fonifiutlcHis  with  lUr  ■tppn' 
Uiain^  ddeocea,"  or  iheir  "  sppendiiDt  dflfanOMi" 
uid  it  by  th«M  yga  widi  to  giTe  tben  difanv 
ccwBitDcuon*,  Be  you  indicate  to  me  ia  jrtMr  lut, 
it  is  cleat  that,  aa-my  part,  ibc  coiapeleiit  fxpUr 
aalioD  given  ymi  fttlw  in  the  e<He  of  th«  liib  mm 
wbat  I  ■ndemtvod  ojr  n*b  worda^  aad  having 
maniTested  to  ma  the  Haie  with  which,  you  wnte 
them,  I  coMidw  that  dwelling  noy  longer  oa  the 
Mibjeet  would  waste  inaeMiUy  tM  tioae  whish 
ought  to  be  dedicated  t«  objecia  of  laoBe  intcrtal. 
You  are  a«af«  ihat  1  an  mtraly  ths  exccnloi  «r 
the  orders  that  my  QoTemmeni  commuiutaa  to 
me,  which  1  muct  strictly  tallow.  In  mt  ibrawr, 
I  mentiowd  fully  that  my  opioionwaKi  that,  in 
tbe  wotd  /*rtifiiiatioiu  in  the  traaty,  lfa«  aniUery 
and  other  ai»v«abks  ware  oM  eomprckaaJed ;  »bi 
you  muDiainad  that,  ftoia  the  aigBificaiion  «£  thst 
word,  and  .Uie  iotcniioR  of  (be  two  coanmiog 
Powere,  the  afiilleny  in  the  forlifioalionB  waa  ap- 
pradant,  and  of  ceiuse  beloaged  to  your  OoTeiti- 
ment,  which  ywi  cBdeaTored  to  pro*«  fhwi  the 
copy  tiansmitted  to  yott  of  an  offlual  leUu  froin 
his  ExceUency  the  Cu4bu  QaMal  to  bo,  beac- 
iog  data  tb«  5iti  of  May,  in  which  ba  darn  not 
make  any  partioular  meaUea  of  the  traHportation 
«f  the  ariiilery ;  and  allhotigb  it  is  so,  1  am  Mwry 
they  have  not  likewiee  imnMiitMd  you  aopass  of 
the  rauakoder  of  his  EsoeUenciy'B  official  ooma- 
pondeocr.  But  shoujd  it  not  be  lo,  I  will  nat  de- 
prive you  of  a  knowlcflge  of  the  royal  sohedade  of 
the  24th  of  Oaioher  last,  in  which  Hie  U^ty 
positively  ordera  tbttt  all  ih«  papen  and  effects 
that  bttong  to  the  naiMW,  and  are  not  foond  oem- 
preheatled  or  manlioned  in  the  oUaw  of  tki  ce»- 
sioD,  tball  be  tmiEpM'ttd  lo  other  put*  of  ihc 
Spantsb  dominiona;  in  wbi«h  ««m  I  hue  couid- 
eied  tbe  aitiliefy.  NolwithatandiBf,  wiaUng  In 
give  you  a  proof  of  reapeat,  and  armd  piottata  and 
reclamation^  1  propose,  aad  eonfinn  myadl^  ihtt 
the  cannon  moamted  at  pieaent  on  the  bauanca  of 
Foit  Sl  Mark's  and  Malanua,  (lh«  ool^  pcma- 
oent  fbriificaiioDB  that  eiist  in  tbe  pnavwca,)  re- 
DMiQ  a*  they  actually  an,  until  our  laapeatiw 
Oovernaienls  make  the  explaoaiion  and  agrae- 
menttheynwy  think  proper;  butyou  will  proride 
tbe  Iraaiportviortbe-rmdveof  ihaaRilleffi&lar' 
^er  numbs  not  betag  neceaaary  for  their  defaooo 
lo  the  cbe^gaof  CrOTetnswnt^aa  with  il  oe — 
all  apprehensioo  of  any  dkilutbaaoa  by  land, 
lite  linea  b«ii^  Mnectssary  on  whieh  somei 
motioted.  1  alao  oSer  to  leave  with  you  a  tnoder- 
ate  quamity  of  arnniuaition  and  oronatLca  « 
for  the  use  of  said  pieces,  jna ting  of  the  whole  an 
inventoty,  thai  the  Spanish  Government  may  be 
answered  and  satisfied  should  they  determine  its 
delivery ;  lo  which  proposition  I  flatter  myself  you 
-will  consent.  The  commandant  ofengiDeerK  wil' 
deliver  you  the  plan  of  Amelia,  with  the  informa 
tioB  that  may  exist  rdative  to  it.  I  am  assured 
that,  in  the  conference  you  neatioocd,  all  the 
pending pointa  will  be  mor* aa^aclorily  adjusted 


than  is  peasible  in  oat  wrilWn  canniuiealioB^ 
wbioh  ate  ddaycd  in  coBsequaitce  of  lh«  Baecssiiy 
of  their  tiansUtion,  and  where  it  i*  to  be  appm- 
hend«d  ihut  our  lespectire  expressiooB  may  aot  be 
ooitveyed  exactly.  I  will  have  much  aatisbelioa 
peattng  toeou  perBpnally  my  re^>ecla,and  I 
e  )K)U,  in  the  taxaa  time,  of  my  high  eoiudd- 
eration  and  eateem. 

God  preauve  you  naay  years. 

JOBE  COFPINOBE. 
H.  BuTLEB,  Esq.  CmmmMmsw,  fc 

Na.  13. 

Cslontl  BatUr  to  Govtmor  Coppingtr. 

St.  Ai;«dbtihs,  Jww  18, 183J. 
StBi  i  recaiaed  yonr.notaof  the  tfltb  iaatnl, 
1  thatdar,  in  apower  to  aiae at  the  151b.  The 
iproaiised  ti«nelai|on  waa  haMded  this  aumiiBg. 
After  d«ly  etamintog  tbe  docoeaaals  you  ware 
pleased  to  have  me  fuoaabed  with,  in  relationto 
the  stores,  artillery,  &c.,  and  after  a  careful  exant- 
inalion  of  my  lUUictioas  touching  thoae  points, 
I  find  that  1  cannot  meet  jour.proposition.  While 
I  sincerely  regret  the  difficulties  which  we  are. 
from  our  respective  ituiructions,  placed  in,  I  feel 
extremely  desirous  to  place  the  subject  happily  at 
test  between  lu,  and  therefore  ceapeclftiUy  propose 
the  following  arrangement,  in  addition  to  that 
given  in  my  note  of  tbe  15th;  which  is,  that  you 
will  cDBsent  lo  leave  ail  ihe  artillery,  with  thrit 
iplenems  and  a  fmpbHion  of  ammonitiot^  ttc,, 
tor  which  I  will  give  a  coerespandiog  rtoeipt, 
|dacing  the  prefer  conMiaclion  of  Ibe  tieaiy  in 
tbe  hands  of  our  raspectire  QorernineDts ;  and  to 
fiieilitaac,  as  muok  am  poniUe,  ibc  nmlemplated 
eaehaage,  I  wiU  cnga^  to  fnmiah  transpartatian 
for  ibe  aBBmition  Md  itores,  tne  tiM  of  ibe 
mn  balls,  bonbs,  and  oape  shot,  wUctiyeu 
b^e  ttaoanocM ;  and,  i*  like  manner,  ihe 
lOM^tortation  furwsked  on  my  part,  a*  welL  ts 
■BTiwaoa  eoanimed  on  the  vawige,  tmd  ibe 
mnition  «bieh  may  be  left  wiut  me,  shal  be 
aulqectloa  similar adJBilPien*,  on  tbeparlof  otir 
ispcctiee  Oefferamentt.    Bboold   yont  inplRM- 


idoft  ihii  |»epoaitiiM),  I- 
more  than  plflaatd,  as  I  an  ooiuiaaiMd,  fMKi« 
aoasaof  dv^,  to  akf  thU  it  is  Iha  on^  ar)«ogt- 
men t  on  th  i>  aakjecl  w  hictk  I  fed  at  li  beity  to  eaicr 
ini0(  hut  ahoald  y«mr  views  dm  ceoespaad  wWi 
mine,  whilst  I  rtgrst  tbe  oinuauMaaae,  I  must  rsAt 
yeo'  to  tbe  Mntimenta  of  my  fomtr  nota  in  whidh 
u  (nabddlad  my  ptotast,  for  year  imi  deeiaioii 
ihcrara.  It  is  do«  proper  that  1  sbouU  intern 
your  EsccUmey  that  the  United  Blate*  ne  |«e- 
pnml  with  escort,  teaBsnaat,  pi«nsiaDs,  and  water, 
10  accommodate  the  apaoish  oScara  and  Iro^ 
10  the  Havana;  and  that  1  am  prepared  lo  cnier 
rdiaiedy  into  the  general  arrangement  far  tbe 


teceptioQ  of  the  proTtncc  whieh  you  have  been 
selected  by  your  Government  to  deliver.  1  *"'- 
designated  M^jor  Cross  as  a  fi(  and  proper  p 


to  reoeive  the  archives  which  relate  to  (he  sover- 
eignty and  individnal  property  of  Ae  province  i 
and  Lieotcnanl  Baird,  of  the  oorpa  of  aitillfry,  lo 
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Kceire  ihe  iDventorieti,  plaoi,  A«.,  and  to  take 
poKSMsionof  the  iilaDdsdtnendant,  public  louattd 
aqaares,  public  ediHccs,  bdo  other  buildio^  which 
are  not  mivale  prowrtf;  and  have  therefoTe  to 
request  thai  jou  wit!  give  the  necesMr^  orders  ia 
good  time,  as  you  were  pleased  to  signify  io  your 
note  of  the  Uth  iuataut.  I  mont  advert  roc  a  mo- 
ment (o  the  expression  ia  yoar  last  note  which 
implies  a  waste  of  time  in  the  explanations  which 
I  gave  in  my  note  or  the  I5th ;  with  these  senti- 
ments I  beg  leave  Io  differ,  as  1  deem  it  an  erteo- 
liat  daty  to  correct  mia understandings  or  incorrect 
quotations  on  impoitani  subjects,  f  need  not  urge 
upon  your  Eicelleacy  how  desirable  it  is  that  the 
contemplated  exchange  should  be  speedily  effected, 
aa  well  oa  account  oT  the  siiuaiion  of  the  troops 

Xing  off  thin  eity,  as  of  the  accamutatiog  expense 
ily  arising  from  oar  state  of  preparation  onder 
the  tratijr.  Pennil  me  to  hope,  however,  that  I 
maf  be  furnisbed  with  your  final  decision  oa  the 
■ubject  of  the  artillery  at  as  early  an  hour  as  poa- 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

Qovemor  Coppimgiii. 


Ofntrwr  Cop/Onggr  to  CUoKst  BuOtr. 

St.  AtiausTtns,  East  Florida, 
JuM  19,  1S31. 
I  bara  examined  the  contents  of  your  Eieellen- 
cy'a  letter  of  yeaterday,  and,  io  answer,  1  wish  to 
inform  you  that,  in  order  to  facilitate  ibe  delirery, 
and  give  your  Eieelleocy  an  uoequivoeal  proof 
that  It  ts  my  primary  object,  (as  we  caosot,  can< 
■iaiently  with  our  respective  orders  and  in»truc- 
tioos,  agree  on  the  term  fiitijUaiio^  mentioned  in 
(be  treaty,)  we  oucht  to  adopt,  on  our  part,  a 
prudent  and  friendly  posilbn,  at  least  lAtil  our 
QoVemmeats  resolve  on  this  point.  If  1  compre- 
heod  your  Excellency's  propositions,  they  ar^  that 
if  I  do  not  consent  to  leave  all  the  artillerf  SNbjcot 
to  the  decision  of  oar  Qovemmeots,  your  Bxoel- 
kacy  offeis  to  transport,  on  your  account,  the 
ammunition  and  storea,  exeeplins  tfae  artioles  of 
eannoD,  bombs,  balls,  and  grane  shot,  which  will 
levain  ai  mine;  leaving  suDject,  fikawise,  the 
Uansportalion  which  your  Eictrliency  oflera,  and 
the  rations  coasumed  on  the  voyage  of  Hid  atn- 
munitkw  and  stores,  to  supo-ior  deter miuatiou  g 
aad  th*  amnumilion  and  implements  of  war  l^t 
I  leave  to  remain  sulgect  to  the  same  deieimina- 
lioo.  I  agree  that  ii  should  be  so;  and  I  suppose 
.that  ^our  Bxceltenoy  calculate*  oa  there  remain- 
inc  ta  the  forts  St.  Mark's  and  Maianzas  (Ihe 
only  existing  points  of  permanent  fortification) 
the  artillery  that  fof  their  defence  are  actnally  in 
battery,  as  your  Excellency  proposes  in  your  note 
of  the  16th,  and  of  the  number  aod  calibre  of 
which  a  separate  statement  has  been  given.  In 
this  conception  which  I  hare  formed  of  jiour  Ez- 
celleaey's  proposition,  I  repeat  my  acquiesceBce] 
and  as  it  is  my  wish  that  the  arorementioned  artil- 
lery, balls,  Ac,  not  comprehended  among  the  ar- 


t  that  are  to 


I  compn 
be  len, 


sbotild  be  carried  and 


convoyed  ai  the  same  time  with  the  troops,  I  hope 
that  your  ^eelleocr  will  ratify  the  rame,  in  ^ 
BRsaraace  that  I  will  adojii  the  most  prompt  mor 
sures  in  order  to  the  attainment  of  tois  eflect.  I 
am  informed  that  all  is  prepared  on  the  pari  of 
your  Excellency  for  the  evacuation  c^  the  lerri' 
wry  by  the  garrison  under  my  charge,  and  that 
your  Exceltenoy  is  in  readiness  to  enter  into  tke 
general  arrangement  for  the  receipt  of  ibe  prov- 
ince; therefore,  and  that  we  may  eommence  csr- 
ryiag  the  same  into  efiecl,  your  Bxedlencv  can 
ordain  Major  Grose  Io  apply  to  me  for  the  deliv- 
ery 'Of  the  doemnealB  of  the  secretary's  oflke  of 
thuChir*rBmeni,appeTtainiag  to  the  national  |TDp- 
tnj.  As  reupecti  the  delivery  of  the  poblic  ar- 
chives, containing  the  records  of  individual  prop- 
erty at  this  province,  that  will  be  delayed  uniR 
various  doubts  that  occtu-  are  cleared  np ;  but  they 
will  not  be  removed  until  then,  nor  will  I  leave 
thia  place  aatil  alt  matters  are  regulated  and  roa- 
duded  between  us  that  demand  my  peisontl  as- 
sistance. Lieutenant  Baird,  of  the  aniUery,  can 
Ukewiac  apply  to  me,  that  he  may,  with  mv  inier- 
Teniian,commeneerecelving  the  inventories,  ptans, 
ftc,  from  Ihe  engioeer's  dc^nmenL  Your  Ei- 
oelleney  makes  an  observation  that  I  cannot  pas 
in  silence.  When  an  expression  is  aodnstood, 
and  there  has  been  made  thereon  the  explanation 
it  requires,]  oonsider  the  lermof  anweringclosed; 
and  as  my  official  letters  of  the  14th  and  16ih 
satisfy  what  your  Excellency  presented  in  yoon 
of  the  15th,  I  consider  that  I  was  warranted,  with- 
out infringing  on  ddieacy,  to  say  that  detaining 
ourselves  would  sensibly  delay  time,  and  postpone 
matters  of  otore  importance.  But  if  it  f^ers  any 
doubts,  I  am  disposed  to  clear  Ibem  up ;  and  should 
there  be  none,  your  Excellency  will  do  me  the 
justice  to  participate  in  my  good  wishes.  From 
the  moment  I  received  the  orders  of  my  Gorera- 
ment  to  act  io  this  commission,  I  have  been  busy, 
and  am  incessantly  busy,  in  its  promotion.  Tom 
Etcelleney  kaows  that  we  are  greatly  in  advance 
of  the  limn  allowed  by  the  treaty  for  the  evacoar 
tion ;  and  altbaugh  the  situation  of  yoar  troom 
stimalaies  my  ejtettions,  I  could  have  wished  the 
dday  of  their  approach  a  few  days  loueer,  at  l  ~* 
and!  ovr  accordance  could  have  fixetfon  a  pi 
aUe  period  in  Which  their  coming  on  woold  tnve 
been  more  opportune;  but,  as  it  has  not  been  so, I 
am  ditpoa«d  to  give  Op  the  poasessbn  or  the  terri- 
tory, by  the  evaeuatioo  of  my  troops,  «s  early  ai 
poMUe,  and  which  will  be  gov^ned  hj  the  final 
molulion  of  your  Excelleocy  on  the  aniltery,  if 
that  is  agreeable  to  what  I  hare  exprcsMd  in  the 
beginning  of  this  letter;  and,  In  the  meantime,  1 
renew  my  particnlar  respecw  and  high  consideia- 
lion  of  your  Excellency. 
Ood  preserve  yon  many  years. 

JOSE  GOPPinGER. 

By  order  of  His  Excellency  Dtm  Jose   Cop- 

GEO.  I.  F.  CLARKE. 
His  Ez'cy  BoBBBTBTrruB, 
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No.  15. 
Cotcnd  Bvtltr  to  Governor  Coppmgtr. 

St.  AoGtiSTiKE,  Jvm  20,  1821, 
Sir:  J  h(t*e  receired  and  examined  the  con- 
lenrx  ofyonr  nate  bearing  date  yesierdaf,  in  answer 
to  mine  of  tbe  18th.  I  find  tbat  four  Eicelleocy 
has  not  coniprebended  mv  proposition  as  1  could 
have  wished.  I  proposed  Ibat  you  should  leave 
all  the  artillEiy,  and  that  I  would  furnish  traos- 

Kn  for  the  aromunilion,  stores,  &c.,  except  balls, 
mbs,  and  grape  shot,  'which  you  could  have 
transported.  That  part  which  relates  to  leaving, 
subject  to  the  decision  of  our  respective  Govern- 
meuts,  (be  cannon,  implements  thereto  belonging, 
aiDrounition  to  be  left  with  them,  provisions  for 
(he  voyage,  and  the  transport  to  be  furnished  by 
me  for  the  ammunition  and  stores,  as  expressed  in 
my  letter,  seems  to  have  been  perfectly  compre- 
hended; and  1  now,  with  a  view  of  putting  to 
rest  this  embarrassing  subject  between  lu.  ratify 
the  construction  given  by  vou  to  the  said  pro- 
position, in  its  full  extent,  which  is  camptebended 
as  follows :  The  artillery  (with  the  implements 
complete,  and  a  reasonable  proportion  of  fixed 
Brnmunilion}  as  mounted  on  St.  Mark's  and  Ma- 
lanzat,  and  comprised  in  the  statement  handed  by 
yoar  aid-de-camp,  as  follows: 

Iran  arliliery. 
Mpn.  IBpn.Spn. 
8t.HiA 10        II        0 


AroMfnorter*.  Brott  homlttn. 
11  inch.  7in^.  7  inch. 

8l  Marks    -       -        1  1  3 

Hauniu     -.00  0 

Makio^,  in  all,  twenty-seven  pieces  to  remain 
in  battery.  The  provisions  and  transports  for  the 
stoJtes,  together  with  the  ammnnition  to  be  left, 
are  all  to  be  subject  to  the  atnicable  arrangement 
of  our  respeetive  Qovernments;  and  I  aleo  ratify 
your  eipeciation  (bat  the  ariillety,  balls,  &c.,  not 
comprehended  to  be  left,  and  for  which  you  furnish 
transportation,  shall  be  considered  under  convoy, 
provided  your,  Sicetlency  shall  cause  to  be  ren- 
dered to  me  an  article  signed  by,  and  binding  on, 
the  captains  of  tbe  vessels  who  will  expect  con- 
voy, by  which  article  the  names  of  their  ves!«U 
shall  be  given,  and  their  a^reementplacing  them- 
selves under  the  orders  ot  Jamea  Ramage,  Esq., 
commanding  the  United  Slates  convoy,  until  their 
arrival  and  delirerv  at  Havana.  1  shall  give 
proper  attention  to  (ne  olher  sabjea(s  contained  in 
your  Exeellencv'a  note  aforesaid  in  good  lime. 
aDd  do  myself  tne  pleasure  to  see  you  shortly,  ana 
confer  with  you  anout  the  archives  of  ibis  pro- 
vince  which  relate  to  individual  property.  I  d^ 
leave  to  express  to  you,  in  conetusion,  that  ray 
Oovernment  considers  the  transports  employed  on 
its  part,  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  stipulations  of ' 
the  treaty,  as  being  free  from  port  charges  or  other 
doties,  both  at  this  place  and  Havana;  for  which 
I  hope  you  will  ^tve  me  an  assurance;  I  highly 
appreciate  your  intentions  of  delivering  this  pro- 
viace  at  as  ^ arlr  a  period  as  possible^  and  have 
only  to  r^et  the  multiplicity  of  buiness  which 
presses  on  you. 


I  renew  to  you  (be  assurance  of  my  greal  regard 
and  high  consideration. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

is  Es'cy  J0B£  COFFINOEB, 

GostrnoT  and  ConaaUiioner. 


No.  16. 
Governor  Copfiinger  to  CoUfid  Bulltr. 

St.  AnoDBTiNB,  /tuM  21,  1821. 
It  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  find  that  a  final 
and  friendly  conventional  termination  is  placed  on 
the  business  of  the  artillery,  ammunition,  and 
other  implements  of  war,  until  our  Governments 
determine  the  question  definitively.  To-morrow 
will  be  commenced,  on  my  part,  tne  embarcalion 
of  the  cannon,  bombs,  balls,  and  grape  sbol ;  and 
I  hope  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  inform 
me  if  yon  have  in  readiness  the  vesseU  that,  on 
your  part,  are  tn  transport  the  ammunition  and 
implements  that  do  not  remain  for  the  service  of 
tbe  twenty-seven  pieces  of  artillery  mounted  on 
the  forls,  which  were  particularly  mentioned  in 
the  statement  handed  by  my  adiutant,  and  ex- 

fressed  in  your  Exellency'snoteol  yesterday,  that 
may  make  the  necessary  dispositions  for  the 
most  early  and  active  steps  in  their  delivery.  I 
return  thanks  to  your  Excellency  for  having  ac- 
ceded to  my  wishes  in  permitting  tbe  vesseb 
freighted  by  me  for  the  Iransporlation  of  the  can- 
non, bombs,  Ac.,  to  be  embodied  in  the  expedition. 
and  convoyed  by  the  United  Slates  armed  vessel 
commanded  by  James  Ramage,  Esq.;  and  for 
that  purpose  I  will  famish  your  Excellency,  in 
due  time,  with  the  necessary  notice,  in  order  to 
have  the  same  effected,  according  to  the  desire 
your  Excellency  has  expressed. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  assuring  your  Excellency 
J  that  the  vessels  employed  by  the  United  States  in 
I  the  evacuation  of  this  province  will  pay  no  duties 
whatever  on  their  entrance  into  or  departure  from 
this  port,  and  that  they  shall  be  furnished  with 
I  pilots  whenever  wanted.  But  I  cannot  give  yon 
i  the  same  assurance  with  respect  to  the  port  of 
I  Havana,  as  I  know  not  what  may  be  the  determi- 
:  nation  of  thai  superior  Government ;  but  I  am 
',  under  the  impression  it  wilt  act  with  equal  liber- 
j  ality.  The  visits  of  yoar  Excellency  are  very 
I  pleasing  to  me,  and  will  be  more  so,  as  I  contem- 
I  plate,  in  personal  conferences,  better  and  more 
I  speedy  adjiutmenls  of  the  remaining  subjects,  ne- 
'  cessary  to  a  happy  conclDsion  of  our  commis-tions. 
Before  closing  this,  permit  me  to  request  of  your 
Excellency  information  on  tbe  kind  and  qnaniily 
of  provisions  composing  tbe  rations  that  are  to  be 
supplied  to  the  Spanish  military  and  civil  offlcers, 
and  the  troops,  on  the  voyage,  for  the  purpose  Of 
knowing  what  other  articles  they  may  provide 
themselves  with  for  their  accommodation. 

I  reiterate  to  your  Excellency  my  sincere  regard 
and  particular  esteem.  God  preserve  you  many 
years.  JOSE  COPPlNGER. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency  Don  Jose  Cop- 
pinger:  GEO.  I.  F.  CLARKE. 
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No.  17. 
Colontl  ButUr  to  M0or  T.  Oof,  oftkt  Unktd  SlaUt 
Army. 
St.  Auoubtinb,  Jvmt  22, 1821. 
Sir  :  I  itare  seiecied  you  as  &  proper  person  to 
receive  and  receipt  for  the  archives  which  relate 
to  the  lovereigiity  of  ibis  province,  as  comprised 
in  the  ifcoDd  article  of  the  late  treatr  between  the 
United  Stain  and  Spain.  Those  relating  to  the 
properly  of  iodividuaU  will  not  be  demanded,  as 
thef  die  Etill  a  maltei  of  discussion  between  the 
commissioneiB.  You  will  therefore  call  on  his 
Excetlencf  Don  Jose  Cappio^er,  Qoveinor  and 
commissioner,  who  vill  authorize  a  person  to  de- 
liver lbs  docuraenti  lo  you.  A  copy  of  your  re- 
ceipt will  be  submitted  with  the  documents  when 
received. 

KOBEB't  BUTLER, 

.    17.  &  OmmuiMtT. 
Major  T.  CMoae,  17.  S.  Am]/. 

No.  18. 

CoUmtl  Sutler  to  UeutataM  BaM,  of  the   United 

Statu  Amy. 

St.  Adoostihe,  Jane  22,  1821. 

Sir  :  I  Imve  selected  you  to  receive  from  tJie 

proper  authoritvat  this  place  the  inventories,  placs, 

&c..  which  relate  lo  the  Mibject  islands  oT  this 

province,  tuid  all  public  lots  and  squares,  pobiic 

edifices,  and  other  Wtdings  wbiob  are  not  private 

Eoperly.  You  will  therefore  wait  on  bisExcel- 
Dcy  Don  Jose  Coppioger,  Governor  moil  Spanish 
commissioner,  who  will  autborize  an  officer  on 
bis  part  to  deliver  them.  Yon  will  pass  a  coiret- 
pondiog  receipt  therefor,  (retaiaing  a  copy,)  and 
hold  the  same  subject  to  mjr  Mder  only. 


Liwi.  T.  J.  BaiRD,  U.  S.  Armi,. 

No.  19. 
Cohnd  B*tkr  lo  Gowmor  Coppinffer. 

Bt.  AuoDBTiNG,  June  33,  1821. 

Sib  :  Before  answering  the  particulars  of  your 

Dote  of  yesterday,  I  be^  Trave  to  iaform  you  that 

I  have  given  to  Major  CroN  and  Lieutenant 

Baird  the  necessary  orders,  as  contemplaied  ~~ 

Eiur  letter  of  the  19lh.  Uii  they  will  Wait  oa  yi 
xceilency  accordingly.    In  anDwering  that  part 
of  your  note  aforesaid  which  relates  to  tbe  arch  i — 


General's  answer.    You  will  permit  n 
that  you  will  embody  my  s)     " 


or  records  of  individual  properly,  I  take  for  granted 
that  we  understood  each  other  in  thaL  respectively, 
in  onr  confeKnce  yeiierday,  and  will  remark,  oc- 


-ordingly,  thai,  as  there  appears  some  doubt 
your  part,  you  ace  desirous  lo  await  the  decision 
of  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba  on  the  suhji 
at  the  tame  time,  you  are  disposed  to  give 
an  official  assurance  that  ihev  shall  not  be  removed 
from  the  ^vJBce  until  sucn  decision 
Your  motives  cannot  be  otherwise  than  approved 
on  my  pan ;  and  a»  the  Adeline  schooner  will  re- 
tm'n  to  tbb  port  from  tbc  Havana,  a  Cavoiabk  op- 
portunity offers  for  the  conveyance  of  the  Gaptam 


that  subject,  in  yi 

ral,RsIdeemitoflbeu(nioatiiDpe(taBC^ 

for  ihe  security  of  the  titles  to  the  pituwrty  owned 


by  the  inhabitants  of  ibis  province,  that  the  only 
evidence  (which  is  the  records]  tbat  will  be  recog- 
nised by  my  Government  should  remain  a  prrna- 
nent  buis  of  security  to  them  in  their  ponewioa. 
I  will  now  take  up  the  subject  of  yoar  Excd- 
leocy's  note  of  yesterday,  and  will  iaform  yoo 
the  sloop  Endeavor,  of  tbii^  tons,  has  been  pro- 
cured for  the  purpose  of  Hfiording  additiooai  ae- 
commodaiions  to  ttie  familiei  of  the  officcn,  and 
also  to  transport  the  ammunitian  and  stomcoa- 
templated  bv  our  mntual  uaderstandingm  aad 
which  I  haa  the  honor,  at  your  re^nest,  to  seid 
you  yesterday  for  exarainatioii.  The  captain  of 
this  vetuel  will  be  instriKted  to  report  to  fon  «riy 
on  to-morrow,  and  take  your  ordoK.  Kndoied 
your  Excelteocy  will  find  an  estimate  of  the  pro- 
visions to  be  furnisbed  on  ny  part,  emfaraciaf  also 
their  kinds  and  component  parts,  which  wilJ  af- 
ford you  the  information  desired.  Yon  willabo 
receive  a  memerandum  of  the  accommodatioos  af- 
forded by  the  irajupoits,  and  I  am  persuaded  that 
you  will  discover  the  propriety  of  pMcinglhe  mil- 
itaiy  officers  who  have  families  on  board  the  Me- 
teor, as  the  accommodations  are  entirely  pcivate, 
each  state  room  having  a  Venetian  dooi,and  tin- 
connected  with  each  other.  The  cabin  aeeommo- 
dations  of  the  slo(^  also  afibrd  mnch  convnienee, 
as  you  will  readily  perceive.  As  you  were  phased 
to  express  yourself  satisfied  with  tbese  accommo- 
dations in  our  conversatioo  yesterday,  I  shall  be 
cratified  to  know  that  you  oontintw  so.  li  may 
be  of  some  importance  to  the  officer  coaunariiag 
the  United  Stales  oeavoy  to  have  competed  at  in 
early  day  the  anaagtmenu  neeenarf  lor  the  gov- 
ernment of  Iho  fteet.  1  hope  yoo  wiU  afford  (he 
iafonaaiioa  on  thai  bead  as  soon  as  pawitfc 
Aftttf  esprwaiag  ny  thanks  for  the  txxiatm  foa 
are  dmly  making  to  faeilitate  my  wiahca,  i  ooa- 
clude  with  a  hope  thai  you  will  myke  a  R^atstaf 
the  Captain  Qeooal  thai  the  traik^orts  shall  esta 
Havana  aad  disembark  free  of  duties. 

ROBERT  BUTLBR, 

I7aftad  fiateC * 

His  S^ac'y  Govwoor  Copf  imoir. 


Jftnurondtim  of  tte  tramarU  ftvaUti  fi>r  (k  n- 
wopat  of  the  Spixiaih  atAuriffct  ^wss  SU  jhy^iw 


Ship  Meteor,  three  hundred  a 


seventy  tons ; 

B«tk» 

6  state  rooms,  with  2  single  bnthi  ia  each    IS 

1  stale  room,  with  one  sisgle  berth        -     1 

2  state  looms,  with  6  single  beritH  in  each    U 

Total       .-       -    2S 
AoGommodatioDs  betwe^  decks  amfk  for 
four  hundred  m«n. 
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Sloop  Eodeavor,  forty  ions; 

Gifrin  AccommodationM. 
to  berths,  iocluJing  two  State  room 


annate  o/proBUioM  Jin-  the  ntbiUUttce  of  Vie  Spamieh 
ofiten  Olid  troopi  tuid  tAHr  famUiea^  and  the  civil 
officers  and  their  fanilUe,  on  the  paeiage  f>nm  St. 
Aagftetine  to  the  Havana,  rtckoniag  a  voyiujt  of 
iKmty  dayi. 


16officen,at  3 
5  ladles,  at  Sr, 

19  children,  at. 


s  per  day  - 


321  rank  and  I 
14  roldiers' 

day 
39  soldiers'  cbildreo,  _ai  I 

per  day    .    -    -'  - 


tiotiperday,  6,430 
1  ratiQn  per' 


CiciL  Deparivunts. 

15  officers,  at  3  rUioos  per  day    -  900 

10  ladns,  at  2  ratiotia  per  day     -  400 

ae  children,  at  1  ration  per  day  •  1,040 

34  laborers,  seamen,  Ac.,  at  1  ra- 

tioB  per  day 680 

15  woiotn,  at  1  ration  per  day     -  300 

47  ebililt«Q,  at  1  ration  per  day    -  HO 

17  coBTiota,  at  1  ration  per  day  -  340 


Component  parts  iff  a  raiton. 


to  each  100  rations. 


}  pound  of  hard  bread, 
)  poDDd  of  pork, 

1  gill  of  niiB  or  whiskey, 
4    quarts  of  rinegar, 

2  quarts  of  pease  or  beans, 
1^  pound  of  candles, 

2     pounds  of  soap, 


Total  iiuiuitit!/  o/  Provuwne. 
loanda  of  pilot  bread,  fo 
^ea,  and  their  children, 
7,155  ponnda  of  ihip  bread, 
10,565  pounds  of  pora, 
319  gaUons  of  whbkey, 
134  gallons  of  vinegar, 

50  onshels  of  beans, 
196  pounds  of  candles, 
268  pounds  of  soap. 
The  ship  Meteor  is  ttound  by -her  charter-party 
o  liaTe  on  board  eight  tboiuand  gallons  of  sweet 
rater,  and  to  furabh  rafficient  fori  for  cooking  on 
h«  voyage. 
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No.  20. 
Uoctmor  Coppingtr  to  Cotvntl  Butler. 

St.  Auqdstine,  Jme  23,  1831. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  esteemed  note  of  yes- 
terday, 1  assure  your  Excelleocy,  as  I  mentioned  , 
in  my  letter  of  the  19th,  that  until  I  reeeire  the 
answer  of  my'Governineat  on  the  doubts  arising 
on  the  delirery  of  the  public  archives  relating  to 
the  individual  property  of  the  inhabiiatits  of  this 
province,  and  on  which  I  have  on  this  date  writ- 
ten for  information,  they  shall  not  be  lemored 
from  ibis  place,  ^nd  they  shall  remain  precisely 
as  they  are.  I  shall  likewise  remain  here  untQ 
this  point  is  decided,  as  well  as  on  that  of  the  ar- 
tillery, on  which  I  have  made  my  report ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  I  will  have  formed  aa  exact  in- 
ventory of  the  dtwumenis  coDiained  in  those  ar- 
chives. I  will  inform  his  Eicellency  the  Captain 
General  of  Cuba  of  the  sentiments  your  Excel- 
lency has  expressed  respecting  the  rights  of  the 
inhabitants  holding  properly  here ;  and  I  will  like- 
wise lay  before  him  the  que^ition  embraced  in  tbe 
last  parsgraph  of  your  Excellency's  letter :  whe- 
ther the  American  Irannpoits  enteiiog  the  port  of 
Havana  shall  be  free  of  duties  T  1  have  noted  the 
object  to  which  your  ^cellency  has  destined  the 
sloop  Endeavor,  and  will  give  orders  that  her  load- 
ing shall  be  entered  on  BSSoonaspoBsible;  bntthe 
article  of  powder  will  be  reserved  until  the  luK 
moment,  in  order  to  diminish  the  danger  of  a4i- 
cidents  ;  and,  for  the  same  reason,  it  appeua 
to  me  a  matter  of  prudence  that  no  other  per- 
son should  be  entered  on  board  of  ber  than  the 
necessary  crew ;  and  that  the  families  of  the  civil 
officers  may  not  thereby  be  cramped  in  their  ao- 
commodaiions,  I  will  diitribuie  tliem  in  the  Tea- 
sels freighted  on  my  part  for  the  traitsporlation  of 
tbe  cannon,  bombs,  Ac.,  if  your  BxceUency  will 
have  tbe  goodness  to  cause  them  to  be  supplied 
with  the  rations,  dec.,  for  the  voyage ;  and,  with 
this  view,  I  will  give  you  timely  nonce  of  the  dia- 
tribution  I  may  make.  The  conveoienees  of  tke 
Meteor  will  be  api^prjaled  to  the  military ;  bat, 
as  we  have  Miaratdy  agreed,  tbe  colored  Iroofa 
will  be  shipped  in  the  tnnaports  I  have  freighted, 
and  for  wDich  I  hope  yonr  Excelleney  will  be. 
pleased  to  order  rations  to  be  in  readineai  for  de- 
livery according  to  advice  1  shall  communicate  iit 
proper  lime.  1  appreciate  the  statement  that  b«- 
companied  your  letter  for  my  information  ;  and, 
adverting  to  that  of  rations,  (which  it  calcnlaied 
for  a  vovage  of  twenty  days,)  your  Ezcellenay 
will  pardon  my  malting  the  observation  that,  in 
the  present  season  of  the  year,  they  are  freqomtly 
extended  to  thirty  days,  and  more.  Bxperieitce 
affords  the  example  of  vessels  having  to  renun 
here  after  being  twenty-five  days  at  sea ;  and,  foi 
this  very  reason,  tbe  packet  schooner  of  tbb  Gov- 
ernment, (the  Berbarita,)  when  sailing  to  the  H»- 
vana  in  these  months,  is  supplied  with  rations  for 
forty  days.  I  have  conceived  it  proper  to  state 
these  circumstances  for  your  Excellency's  inform 
tnatton.  Annexed  is  a  statement  of  the  vessels  for 
which  1  have  solicited  convoy,  and  whieh  I  irana- 
mit  for  the  pnrpose  your  BxceUency  ha*  expressed ; 
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and  I  have  much  ple&mire  in  usurJDg  you  or  mj 
particular  respect  and  consideration. 

Ood  preserve  your  ExcelleDcy  many  years. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 
By  order  of  his  Excellency  Don  Jose  Cop- 
pinger: 

GEO.  I.  F.  CLARKE. 
His  Ex'cy  Robert  Butleb, 

Thittd  States  Commitiiimer. 

Statement  of  Ok  wtidi  freiglUtd  b^  the  SpanM  Gob- 
ermamt  of  tkii  platx  J\tr  the  Irantporiatioa  of  the 
ConiUMU.  lalit,  bomb*,  and  grape  that  to  he  rvmmed 
to  the  Havana,  and/or  tskCA  eoniooy  it  requnttd. 
American  schooner  Adeline,  Captain  J.  Israel. 
American  nchooner  Florida,  Captain  Charles 

Johaslon. 
American  schoooer  Alexaader,  Captain  Silas 

Ilogen. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 
Bt.  AtraoariHE,  E.  P.,  Jvm  23, 1S21. 

No.  21. 
OHokA  Sv8»r  to  Gimemor  Copjtiaffrr. 
St.  Adoustinb,  Jum  36,  [27,]  ISSl. 
Sir:  I  receired  your  esieemed  note  of  ibe  23d, 
in  anawer  to  mioe  of  ibe  S3d.  I  was  desirous  to 
iwre  a  coDversation  with  you  precious  to  writing 
jron  again,  and  ani  thereby  enabled  to  give  you 
more  satisfactory  iafonnauon  touching  soma  of 
-ibe  points  aontained  iu  your  last.  Tht  subject  of 
tlu  archive*  retaliog  to  indiridual  property  I  coa- 
aider  perfectly  understood  between  us,  and  will, 
tterefote,  remaia  silent  on  that  head  uulil  you  re- 
oairethe  further  instructions  of  your  Gorernment 
ji«  Klaiion  thereto.  I  return  you  my  sincere  (hanks 
ifiwyouT  promise  to  commnmcaie  my  senlimeols 
On  that  subject  to  the  Captain  General,  also  wy 
b^KS  that  the  American  transports  would  be  per~ 
MUted  to  enter  the  HaTana  free  of  duties.  I  hare 
dmught  it  advlEable  to  order  an  additional  ttaas- 
pori,  fearing,  from  our  tale  confersation,  thai  the 
«Be  furnisaed  would  not  be  raffioteot,  and  also 
with  a  riew  of  eTidencine  my  wishes  to  render 
.  coOifortable  the  families  ofthe  civil  officers.  You 
have  been  pleated  to  express  your  entire  satisfao 
tioa  with  this  attangemmt,  and  that  no  more  v 
ba  rehired  of  me.  I  shall  pay  tlie  necessary 
.gard  to  the  suggestiom  made  by  your  ExceUency 
OO'tbe  lubjeat  of  proTisions,  ana  shall  use  erery 
mMDs  in  my  poWer  to  afford  atnple  supplies  it 

fiiatd  against  accidents.  In  makiog  tny  estimate 
was  governed  by  the  information  of  a  numbei 
of  aea  captains,  who  all  agreed  that  twenty  davt 
iroold  be  ample  and  liberal;  but  I  hope  I  ^batl  be 
able  to  correct  the  eslimale,  and  afford  you  about 
thirty  days' s apply.  The  provisions  will  be  turned 
.•T^r  to  your  commissary  by  the  commiiiKary  of  the 
lUniled  Slates,  and  receipts  required  therefor;  m(us 
W^ich,  Ihe  officer  commanding  the  detachment 
ean  regulate  the  distribution  to  the  different  ves- 
•els  as  you  may  require.  The  understanding 
wbich  now  happily  exists  between  as  leaves  me 
Koriibg  further  to  communicate  upon,  except  the 


preiwration  for  the  delivery, and  the  coolcMplaitd 
receipts  to  be  passed  between  ua  on  tbai  Hibj«ct', 
and  I  have  only  to  request  that  you  will  fix  onn 
some  early  day  for  the  delivery,  correspooi^itg 
with  your  necessary  conTenience,  and  the  assur- 
ances which  you  hare  been  pleased  to  make  me 
Grsonally;  and  any  suggestion  which  you  miy 
plessed  to  make  wiUi  respect  to  the  manBti 
differing  from  our  mutual  UBdetatanding  shall  bt 
happily  received  and  duly  considered. 

ROBERT  BUTLBR. 
His  Ex'cy  Don  Jose  Coppihoeb, 

GovemoT,  fc,  S.  AvgveHat. 

No.  22. 
Gawrnor  Coppinger  to  Colond  Bvtier. 
St.  AnauBTinE,  Eaar  Floiisa, 

Jwe  28, 1821. 
Sia  :  With  maoh  esteem  I  received  ytiar  Excel- 
lency's note  of  yesterday,  besring  tettimonv  to  the 
unanimity  of  our  sentiments.  Yau  will  do  ue  a 
favor  in  directing  the  captains  of  the  vcskIs  you 
have  freighted  to  transport  the  «lores  to  coraelbr- 
ward  and  receive  their  loading,  as  that  part  of  the 
busioess  is  delayed,  and  a  part  of  the  efiects  are  ia 
waiting  on  the  shore.  It  would  be  Tory  pjeviiag 
to  me  to  comply  with  yonr  request  in  appoiniiBf 
a  day  for  the  exchange  of  flags,  bul  I  lew  to  ad- 
venture OD  my  judgment,  as  that  Attpeu^  <3d  the 
shipment  of  the  artillny,  which,  altbgogh  ft^ 
greasing  as  fast  as  possible,  might  be  delayed  by  a 
change  of  weather,  and  otb«oceiineneeawilhtfae 
captains  of  the  vessels  might  render  oar  <&iTt! 
aborlire.  However,  I  will  not  lose  sight  of  that 
request;  aftd,  as  soon  aa  a  farther  progreaiiMwiii 
warrant  a  calculation,  Iwill  infrnv  y<M  of  iL  Ai 
we  accord  on  all  the  other  contents  of  yoarEied- 
lency's  note,  which  I  am  anawniog,  1  (hall  oae 
the  freedom  and  friendly  UBderataading  that  glide 
us  in  making  known  to  your  Eicelleoqr  ^ /ol- 
io wing  :  Having  given  to  the  officers  of  thisgar- 
rison  the  necessary  information  ^  the  nww  i 

Quantity,  and  quality  of  the  ratioBB  that  yosaler 
ir  their  voyage,  they  hare  repmented  Imrita' 
those  rations  are  not  suitable  to  their  sitwie^ 
and  they  claim  to  be  supplied  as  His  Caiholic 
Majesty  has  provided  by  the  regulatjaas  «f  ibe 
18th  July,  1806,  which  allow  a  board  gniaiiyof 
thirty  days  from  this  to  the  Havana,  ai  twodil- 
lars  per  day,  with  the  allowance  of  more,  ihuM 
it  be  required,  bul  liable  to  no  deductio*  ihnatil 
the  expenses  be  less ;  and  this  excludei  the  ratiDea 
of  the  officers :  they  will  only  r«ceiv«  choscMMd 
for  their  wivca  and  cbildien,  as  they  are  efuiiattar 
lu  [he  allowance  made  by  the  Bpaaigli  Qoraa- 
menl  for  their  families  in  similar  eaaea.  I  ihar 
fore  make  it  known  to  your  EsceUeacr,  ia  ^ 
hope  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  iofcno  -w. -^^ 
you  have  no  objection  to  snf^y  ibe  cAeenwiA 
the  gratuity  they  claim,  founded  in  joMCt, 
order  to  ibeir  immediately  receiving  the  saiaefri 
the  person  your  Excellency  will  infona  iMel 
but,  should  il  be  otherwise,  voar  Exectt 
informed  that  it  does  not  suit  ifkem,  for  tha 
stated,  to  receive  those  rations,  aod  they ' 
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right  of  claim  on  the  Spanish  GoTerament  for 
their  board  allowaoee  provided  in  those  cases.     I 
^ttseaX  ;onr  Excellency  a  reiteration  of  my  par- 
ticular respects  and  high  consideration. 
God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 
JOSE  COPPINGKR. 

By  order  orhia  Excelleney  Don  Jose  Coptunger: 

GEO.  I.  F.  CLARKE. 
Hb  Ex'cy  Robert  BnTiER, 

AAivtoBl  Gmeral,  f  c. 

No.  23. 
Coloiid  Ba^  to  Governor  Coppinffer. 

St.  AnonMTiRi,  Jme  99,  1821. 
SfB:  I  bare  received  your  Eicdleney's  note  of 
yesterday,  in  which  you  decline,  for  the  present, 
appoinling  s  day  for  the  exchange  of  dars,  and 
desire  that  the  caprains  of  the'vessets  I  have 
freighted  to  transport  the  stores  should  be  required 
forward  to  receive  their  loading,  as  that 


part  of  the  business  was  delayed.    I  deem  it 

cessary  to  remark  to  your  Efiti 

sloop  Endeavor  was  procared  for  that  purpose, 


Sitceliency,  that  the 


and  required  to  report  for  your  orders, 
conrersalion  had  with  yon  some  days  since,  you 
■wen  pleased  to  remark,  that,  should  this  vessel 
Doi  be  sufficient  to  transport  tho'se  stores,  you 
irould  dispose  of  the  overplus  in  your  vessels.  In 
a  subsequent  conversation,  you  were  pleased  to 
aignifV  that  one  vessel  would  not  be  sufficitnt, 
and  attegAl  that  no  pesseDgen  would  go  on  board 
the  BtidAVor,  in  consettnence  of  her  loading  being 
principally  powder;  upon  which  I  informed  you 
that  I  would  procure  another  vessel  to  take  the 
balance  of  the  stores,  and  to  accommodate  pas- 
sengers. I  have  procured  the  promised  vessel, 
anashe  will  be  ready  to  receive  her  freight  early 
in  the  morning.  You  are  pleased  to  inTorm  me 
that  the  shipment  of  the  artillery,  although  pro- 
g^ressing  ax  fast  as  possible,  might  be  deUyed  by  a 
change  of  weath«r;  and  as  I  observe,  also,  tbat 
but  few  of  your  bails,  &.e.,  hare  been  put  oh  board 
of  yoiirressels,  I  feel  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  under- 
atand  how  any  delay  could  have  arisen  on  my 
part.  I  have  deemed  the  foregoing  ot^ervacions 
necessary  to  exonerate  me  from  auy  imputation  of 
neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  my  Government, 
which  your  note  is  calculated  to  warrant  In 
answer  to  that  part  of  your  Excellency's  note 
which  relates  to  the  allowance  of  a  gratuity  of 
thirty  days,  at  two  dollars  per  day,  on  the  part  of 
yoor  Gtovemment  to  the  officers,  for  tlieir  passage 
to  the  Havana,  I  can  only  remark  that  my  in- 
stnictioDS  confine  me  to  the  furnishing  provisions 
under  certain  conditions,  and  that  tbos^ provisions 
will  be  placed  in  the  pos^es^ion  of  your  commis- 
sary, anoject  to  such  disposition  as  you  may  think 
proper  to  make  of  them.  I  appreciate  your  Ex- 
cellency's promise  to  give  me,  an  early  as  possible, 
the  information  reqi^ired  as  to  the  day  for  the  ex- 
change of  flags;  And  will  remark,  in  conclusion, 
that  the  transport  has  again  arrived  off  this  harbor, 
ivitb  the  troops  destined  to  occupy  this  province. 


I  renew  to  your  EzcellcDcy  my  seDtimeuIa  of 
great  coosideration  and  personal  esteem. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 


No.  24. 
Ovmv/Or  Coppiu^tr  to  Coload  BuUtr. 
8t.  ADonaniiE,  E-  F.,  Jmt  30, 1831. 
I  am  satisfied  that,  on  the  part  of  your  Excel- 
lency, there  has  been  no  delay  in  making  the 
arrangements  relative  to  the  transportation  of  the 
stores.  The  object  of  my  observation  on  that  point 
W»B,  that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  no- 
tify the  captains  of  the  vessels  you  have  freighted 
to  appear  and  receive  their  cargoes,  as  a  part  of 
what  they  were  to  take  was  aoroe  days  on  the 
shore,  ready  for  embarcation ;  for,  although  tbe 
captain  of  tne  sloop  Endeavor  did  present  himself 
immediately  after  your  Excellency  gave  me  notice 
that  ha  was  freighted  for  that  purpoae,  he  toU  me 
thai' he  had  to  grave  bis  veasel's  bottom  befare 
taking  in  her  load.  She  has  now  a  MK  of  her 
load  on  board.  But,  although  your  Excellency 
informed  me  of  your  having  freighted  another 
vessel  on  the  27tD,  as  one  was  not  sufficient  to 
trans^rt  the  whole,  I  do  not  yet  know  who  tbe 
caplam  is,  as  he  had  not  madenis  appearance  this 
raorninr  at  ten  o'clock.  It  is  certain  that  I  have 
still  balls  toahip;  but  this  does  not  prevent  going 
on,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  shipment  of  the 
stores.  This  explanation  will  always  show  that 
neiiher  on  yonr  port  nor  mine  had  there  been  any 
neglect  in  the  prompt  execution  of  our  respective 
duties.  When,  in  our  conversations,  we  s;poke  of 
articles  being  shipped  in  my  transports,  it  was 
under  the  impression  that  they  would  comprehend 
some  small  quantity,  not  adequate  to  the  loading 
of  another  vessel,  an^  which  contd  be  taken  on 
board  of  nry  transoorts  without  inconvenieDce. 
Our  official  notes  all  terminated  on  this  point,  and 
(o  them  Inference  may  be  bad ;  but,  in  eompro- 
bation  of  my  offer,  1  can  cite  to  your  Excrilency 
that  a  Mrl  of  the  eqiiipage  of  the  troops  is  already 
shippea  in  my  transpofts. 


af  my  officers  respecting  their  non-aaniittance  of 
the  Innd  of  rations  your  Excellency  profiien  to 
ibem ;  as  1  must  conceive,  from  the  answer  yoor 
BScellency  has  been  pleased  to  give  me  on  the 
subject,  that  you  hare  not  the  power  of  altering 
whet  you  have  offered,  I  have  resolved  leaving  to 
my  GSovernment  the  right  of  claim  on  your  Gov- 
ernment, in  this  case,  as  it  may  judge  proper,  to 
supply  tne  aforesaid  officers  with  the  taUe  allow- 
ance the  Spanish  nation  has  povided  for  them ; 
consequently,  the  proposed  rations  will  not  be  re- 
ceived, and  those  to  be  received  for  the  other 
classes  should,  it  appears  to  me,  be  served  out 
on  the  voyage  by  the  person  who  may  have  them 
in  charge  for  the  American  (3oremment,  excepting 
sncb  as  are  to  be  distributed  among  my  transports, 
which  will  be  received  by  tbe  commissary  I  will 
appoint,  and  who  will  apply  to  your  Excdlency 
to  that  effect,  with  the  necessary  notice  and  in- 
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ahall  have,  as  I  hope,  iaroiined  me  of  your 
xncA  According  lo  tbe  arrangemenis  made,  the 
troops  that  are  to  occupy  tbis  proviace  being  in 
front  of  this  port,  I  expect  that  on  tbe  8th  or  10th 
the  evac nation  may  be  effected  by  mine,  and  tbe 

EisseBiion  conctuded  that  I  am  lo  deliver  to  your 
icellency,  as  the  coraraissioner  to  receive  the 
nme.  I  am  preparing  ihe  documents  receptive 
by  ihi*  important  act ;  those  of  the  other  part  of 
the  possession  being  already  rcalizEd,  of  which  I 
wish  to  know  if  your  Excellency  is  satisfied.  I 
am  this  momeoi  informed  that  ihe  last  ressel 
which  your  Excellency  ioformed  me  of  having 
freighted,  and  of  which  I  have  made  mention  in 
the  first  part  of  tbis  letter,  has  appeared,  and  is 
taking  in  her  cargo.  I  ratify  the  distinguished 
cooceptioD  and  particular  estimation  I  nare  of 
your  Excellency. 

^_j rao  ma_,   . 

yoSE  COPPINGER. 


His  Ei'cy  Robert  Bdtler, 

No.  25. 
Cabmd  Bvtler  to  Gooemor  Coppvnger. 

St.  AoocsTtNE,  My  2,  1821. 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  30th 
ultimo. '  The  observations  you  are  pleased  to  malie 
on  the  subject  of  the  transports  are  satisfactory. 
As  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  Qovernment  refuse 
to  receive  the  American  rations,  I  deem  it  neces- 
sary to  require  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish 
me  with  a  report  of  the  persons  who  are  to  sail, 
that  will  be  entitled  lo  receive  rations,  that  1  can 
liBve  tbe  quantity  set  apart,  ready  for  tbe  recep- 
tion of  your  commissary)  as  the  United  Stales  go 
not  furnish  a  commissarv  but  to  their  own  troops 
or  prisoners  of  war,  and  it  will  be  therefore  oe- 
c«SMry  that  vou  authorize  some  officer  to  receive 
and  receipt  for  the  provisions  on  the  part  of  your 
Government.  I  shall  give  you  an  expression  of 
mr  sentiments  in  relatioit  to  the  documeats,  of 
Waich  you  sav  the  possession  is  already  realized, 
■s  soon  as  I  snail  be  eaabled  to  have  them  tfans- 
lated,  that  I  can  understand  ibem  perfectly.  I 
cannot  omit  the  expression  of  my  thanks  to  your 
Excellency  for  having  given  the  10i;hinst&nta«  the 
longest  period  set  apart  for  the  exchange  of  Sagi, 
twt  still  entertain  great  hopes  that  your  buaiAesi 
will  be  sooner  completed,  and  hereby  enable  you 
to  Ailfil  mv  wiebe«  at  an  earlier  day. 

I  have  the  bonoi  to  renew  to  your  Excellency 
the  assurances  of  my  great  respect  and  distio' 
guished  consideration. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 

His  Ex'cy  Don  Jose  Coppinqer, 

No.  26. 
Qommor  Coppingtr  to  CoUmd  Bntirr. 

St.  Acodbtine,  July  3,  1821. 
Your  Excellency  informs  me,  in  your  official  let-  , 
ter  of  yesterday,  that  your  Government  only  sup-  '- 


plies  a  commissary  for  the  distribution  of  rations  to 
lis  own  troops  and  prisoners  of  war.  Although  I 
am  not  disiiosed  to  differ  from  your  opinion,  I 
would  observe  that  the  supplies  your  Excellency 
provides  for  my  troops  may  overrun  or  fall  short, 
according  lo  what  may  be  the  length  of  the  voy- 
age. Should  they  overrun,  I  do  not  know  if  it  it 
the  intention  of  your  Government  to  reclaim  the 
balance ;  should  they  fall  short,  it  is  a  matter  of 
course  that  tbe  deficiency  is  to  be  made  good  u> 
those  who  wanted;  and  it  may  occnr  thatihecon- 


ibe  voyage ;  consequently,  I  conclude 
that,  as  the  American  Government,  on  whose  ac- 
count the  transportation  is  made,  becomes  the  re- 
sponsible party  in  eiiher  of  the  two  latter  cases, 
it  ought  to  have  the  advantage  in  the  erent  of  the 
former.  These  reasons  have  indnced  me  to  be- 
lieve that  your  Excellency  would  famish  an  issu- 
ing commissary  to  the  completion  of  this  eogace- 
ment.  But,  if  your  Excellency  continue  in  me 
same  opinion,  I  will  appoint  a  person  to  wait  on 
your  Excellency  with  the  statement  yon  call  for, 
and  take  charge  of  Ihe  rations,  learing  to  my 
Government  the  right  of  claiming  the  deficiency 
ibat  may  ariue  from  future  contingencies.  Should 
it  be  possible  for  me  to  abbreviate  the  airange- 
ment  for  the  exchange  of  fla^^s,  which  I  have  in- 
timated in  my  former  letter,  informing  you  of  it 
will  afford  me  much  pleasure.  I  remain,  with 
the  highest  personal  esteem. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 
tency  Don  JoseCoppingei 
GEO.  I.  F.  CLARKE. 
His  Bx'CT  RoBGBT  Butleb, 

Attjvtant  Gentral,  ^. 

No.  27. 
Coloiiei  BiiUer  to  Gmernar  Coppingtr. 

St.  AnoDsTiitB,  July  3, 1S21. 
Sm:  That  amoreperfectunderstandingshoidd 
exist  between  us,  in  relation  to  the  archives  which 
are  embraced  in  the  treaty  of  cession,  and  relating 
to  individual  property,  is  the  object  of  tbis  com- 
munication. I  should,  upon  mature  refleciioD, 
consider  myself  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  inbab- 
ilants  of  this  proviace,  who  are  about  to  become 
citizens  of  my  Government,  if  I  withheld  any 
statement  in  relation  to  the  archives  which  might 
lead  to  the  removal  of  any  docaments  that  would 
be  of  importance  to  their  security,  and  which  my 
Qovernment  considers  included  in  the  treaty.  The 
following  records  are  deemed  indispensable  lo  this 
object,  viz:  The  royal  or  other  orders,  anthoriiing 
the  Governors  of  this  province  to  issue  grants  to 
inilividuali  for  lands,  lots  or  squares ;  the  evidence 
of  indemnity  offered  by  Great  Britain^  to  her  sub- 
jects wbo  might  leave  their  property  in  this  prov- 
ince, and  retire  lo  her  territory  aAer  the  cession  to 
Spain;  tbe  proclamation  of  the  Spanish  auihori^ 
ties,  calling  on  those  individuals  to  come  forward 
and  dispose  of  Iheir  property,  or  peaceably  ocean 
it  within  certain  periods,  or  the  same  wmilij  he 
confiscated,  and  the  order  of  confiscation  themf- 
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ter ;  ibe  original  records  of  all  grants  miide  ia  [he 
proTinee,  either  bv  Hia  Catholic  Majesty,  the  Cap- 
tain General  of  Cuba,  oi  the  Qovernors  of  ibia 
profince.  respectively;  the  original  records  of  all 
trials  and  decisions  embracing  individual  property ; 
and  the  origioBl  records  relating  lo  the  eieculion 
of  wills  and  administration  of  estates.  Tbe  fore- 
going eiplRDBtion  is  given  to  show  you  what  I  am 
Sound  to  consider  as  the  archives  relating  to  indi- ' 
▼idual  property,  and  which  are  not  to  be  removed 
from  this  place  until  the  decision  is  bad  on  the 
subject  by  our  respective  Governments;  and  I  re- 
quest that  you'will  cause  the  Captain  Qeneral  to 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  this  communication. 
I  have  tbe  bouor  to  remain,  &c. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 
His  Ez'cy  Gov.  Coppisoer. 

No.  28. 
BovernoT  Coppinger  to  CM.  BvHer. 

St.  AnoDSTiNE,  July  4, 1B21. 
Tbe  note  your  Excellency^  was  pleased  to  send 
me  yesterday,  in  order  to  point  out  which  are  the 
records  comprehended  in  the  treaty  of  cession,  and 
appertaining'  to  private  property,  I  have  duly  ex- 
amined, and  have  lo  answer,  that,  confining  my- 
self to  a  compliance  with  the  Ireetv,  and  with 
the  orders  of  my  Qorernment,  their  liberal  sense 
is  the  only  guide  to  my  endeavor  in  the  execution ; 
and,  when  any  doubts  arise,  I  consult  them  with 
Uiat  frankness  necessary  to  ascertain  my  course 
and  warrant  my  responsibility.  Thus  actuated, 
I  early  informed  your  Eicellency  with  respect  to 
tbe  public  archives  in  the  etcrBxmd'a  office,  or  re- 
cords bearing  on  private  property  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  this  provmce — measures  to  which  your 
Elxcellency  was  pleased  to  accede.  It  now  ap- 
pears that  your  Excellency  advances  pretensions 
to  other  documents,  that  I  am  sorry  to  say  are, 
according  to  my  conception,  excluded  from  the 
delivery.  I  do  not  comprehend  the  ground  on 
iivhich  you  step  your  demand  ;  therefore,  and  in 
order  to  report  to  my  Government,  by  tbe  earliest 
opportunity,  that  it  may  decide  with  your*  on 
tfiese  points,  and,  at  the  same  time,  on  those 
others  in  queaiion,  your  Excellency  will  excuse 
my  mot  enteriog  into  particular  observations  on 
each  of  tbcM.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  repealing 
CO  your  Excellency  my  consbutt  esteem. 
God  iKeserve  you  many  rears. 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 


His  Ex'cy  Robert  Bdtleb, 

Adjutaat  General  and  Commiiaioner. 

No.  29. 
Coiond  BnUtr  to  Govemot  Coppingtr. 

St.  ADoCBTiNfi,  Jufjr  6,  1821. 
Bir:  I  have  read  with  attention  your  Excel- 
lency's note  of  tbe  3d  instant,  and,  in  answer, 
iiave  to  remark,  that  yon  will  please  to  appoint  ~ 
commissary  to  receive  tbe  prortainns  (ram  tt 
.oommissary  of  the  United  States,  and  receipt  for 


be  reclaimed  by  tbe  United  Stales;  bei  . 
supplies  required  by  your  Excellency  will  be  fur- 
nished, and  remain  subject  to  the  decisions  of  our 
respective  Governments,  as  heretofore  stipalated 
between  us.  I  desire  to  be  furnished,  as  soon  as 
possible,  with  the  estimate,  as  1  am  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  removal  of  the  surplus  provi~ 
the  transport,  and  entering  into  the 
necessary  preparations  for  the  exchange  on  Tues- 
day nex^  as  advised  by  you.  I  enclose  you  a  form 
required  by  Captain  Ramage  for  the  execution  of 
the  three  captains  of  vesseU  to  he  convoyed,  and 
hope  you  will  have  it  entered  into  without  delay, 
as  be  is  desirous  to  have  bis  instructions  preparea 
immediately.  In  answer  to  the  note  of  yesterday 
which  your  Excellency  has  done  me  the  honor  to 
address  me,  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  only 
ground  assumed  on  my  part,  in  makinc  the  com- 
munication of  the  3d  instant,  was,  that  of  the 
faithful  performance  of  my  duty  to  my  Govern- 
ment, and  the  individuals  who  are  about  to  be- 
come citizens  thereof;  and  I  did  not  expect  yon  to 
enter  into  particular  observations  on  the  subject  of 
that  letter,  but  T  wished  to  give  you  timely  infor- 
mation of  what  documents  I  considered  to  be  the 
archives  in  onr  arrangement^  and  would  be  es- 


teemed under  the  treaty  sufficient  to  guaranty  the 

-issession  of  the  inhabitants  in  their  properlr; 

id  that  they  might  not  be  removed  until  tne  ae- 


was  bad  on  the  subject,  when  1  could  adopt 
such  further  amicable  measures  as  are  warranted 
by  ray  instructions.  If  I  comprehend  your  Ex- 
cellency aright,  it  is,  that  yon  will  communicate 
a  copy  of  that  letter,  as  requested,  to  the  Captain 
General  of  Cuba. 
I  have  the  honor  to  renew  to  your  Excellency 
e  assurances  of  my  great  respect  and  high  cou- 
sideration. 

ROBERT  BUTLER. 


No.  30. 
Oosemor  Coppinger  to  Coiond  Butler. 

St.  Aogcbtime,  July  6, 1821. 
_  »ave  appointed  Don  Juan  Jose  Robles,  store- 
keeper general,  to  receive  the  rations  from  the 
commissary  of  tbe  United  States;  and  be  has  or- 
ders to  present  himself  to  your  Excellency,  without 
delay,  to  receive  your  directions  to  the  person  who 
will  deliver  ihem.  Annexed  you  have  minutes 
expressive  of  \be  daily  allowance  to  be  consumed 
on  the  voyage;  your  Excellency  will  thereby  see 
that  the  amount  is  less  than  should  be  expected 
from  the  statement  I  gave  you  of  the  garrison  and 
civil  officers,  which  arises  from  the  military  offi- 
cers not  receiving  rations,  and  a  part  of  tbe  civil 
officers  being  unable  lo  move  for  the  present.  I 
am  Sony  that,  at  the  conclusion  of  this  business, 
we  are  not  more  on  accord,  as  appears  by  your  Ex- 
cellency's expression  of  yesterday:  "As  the  tranS' 
ports  are  to  be  discharged  at  the  Havana,  tha 
surplus  provisions  cannot  be  reclaimed  by  the  Usi- 
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ted  States;  therefore, the  suppliea  required  by  your 
Bxcelleacy  vrill  be  delivered,  and  remain  subject 
to  the  determination  of  our  Goreromenta.  as  has 
beea  stipulated  between  W  As  to  tbefrsi  part 
of  this  ^sition,  youi  Excellency  will  be  at  liberty 
to  reclaim  or  leave  the  provisioDs  that  will  become 
a  surplus,  should  the  vovsge  fall  short  of  the  thirty 
days  mentioned  in  my  tetter  of  the  3d ;  but,  as  it 
relates  to  supplies,  I  have  not  called  for  aoy;  I 
have  only  requested  that  there  should  be  provided, 
on  your  part,  the  provisions  necessary  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  voyage,  should  it  exceed  thirty  days; 
M  that  not  receivmg  (and  there  will  not  be  re- 
ceived] more  rations  than  for  the  persons  your 
Excellency  has  spontaneously  offered  to  supply, 
oar  Goveroments  can  only  have  to  decide,  rela- 
tive to  provisions,  on  those  not  received  oy  my 
oflScers,  and  those  your  Excellency  will  furnish  the 
two  stoops  chartered  on  account  of  yours  to  trans- 
port the  stores;  and  on  this  last  article  it  was  [hat 
we  had  our  accordance.  Thb  I  have  stated  in 
explanation  of  that  part  of  your  letter  of  yesterday 
that  I  have  cited  here. 

1  have  made  the  communication,  to  which  the 
note  I  have  the  honor  of  answering  has  reference, 
respecting  the  archives,  and  in  the  same  manner 
that  your  Excellency  has  been  pleased  to  express 
in  its  two  lat^t  paragraphs.  As  earlv  as  possible, 
I  will  iraosmit  youi  Excellency  the  aocumeuts  to 
be  executed  by  the  captains  of  the  vessels  that  go 
under  convoy,  as  requested  by  James  Ramage, 
Esq.,  as  it  is  my  intention  to  deliver  your  Excel- 
lency possession  of  the  territory  on  the  lOtb  of  this 
month.  You  will  be  pleased  to  arrange  for  the 
coming  forward,  to-morrow,  of  the  detachments 
that  are  to  receive  Matauzas  and  the  look-out 
house,  to  get  the  necessary  orders,  and  pass  to  the 
occupancy  of  these  said  post«. 

I  remain  yours,  &.c.  Qod  preserve  you  many 
years, 

JOBE  COPPINGER. 
By  order  of  his  Exeejlency: 

GEO.  I.  p.  CLARKE. 

No,  31. 
Coltmd  BuUer  to  Qmeraor  Copfrnger. 

St.  AuonsTtMB,  JrOy  8,  1621. 
Sib:  Your  letter,  bearing  date  the  6th  inatant, 
with  the  documents  therein  referred  to,  1  had  the 
honor  to  receive  yesterday.     The  gentleman  ap- 

Eiated  to  receive  the  provisions  by  your  Excel- 
Lcy  has  presented  himself,  and  the  commissary 
of  the  United  States  has  been  furnished  with  the 
Becessary  orders  to  make  the  delivery.  Your  Ex- 
cellency has  not  understood  my  expression  about 
the  uij^iea  reqairad  by  yon;  it  had  allusiou  only 
to  the  provisions  which  your  estimate  would  call 
foi  to  suteist  the  troops  to  the  Havana.  Lieuten- 
ant Wells  has  been  ordered  to  receive  the  look-out 
bouse,  and  Lieutenant  Davidson  the  works  at  Ma- 
taozas,  and  they  are  required  to  present  themselves 
to  your  Excellency  for  this  purpose.  Your  last 
note,  relating  to  tne  detention  of  the  American 
schooner  Stanuwr,  in  consequence  of  her  having 
sUtcs  on  board,  was  received  yesterday,  just  as  I 


had  concluded  a  letter  on  that  subject  to  the  cout- 
manding  officer  of  the  Porpoise.  I  am  happy  to 
find  that  be  has  thought  proper  to  release  the  ves* 
sel^  under  existing  circumstances,  as  there  was 
evidently  no  intention  of  fraud  in  bringing  thote 
servants,  and  the  difficulty  arose  entire^  from  the 
ignorance  of  the  law  of  1818  govaning  the  ship- 
ment of  slaves. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  esteem,  your  Ex- 
cellency's most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  BOTLER. 

His  Bs'cy  Joae  CoFmoBB. 
No.  32. 
Governor  CoppUiga  to  C<ioiui  BvHer. 

St.  AnousTtHE,  Jvlg  B,  1821. 

Your  Excellency  wilt  receive,  herewith,  the 
document  executed  by  the  captains  at  the  Toseb 
freighted  by  me,  ana  requesting  convoy  of  the 
United  States  vessel  of  war.  This  instiumeni  is 
according  to  our  understanding  on  this  subject, 
and  I  hope  you  will  l>e  pleasea  to  pass  the  infor- 
mation to  James  Ramage,  Esq.,  commander  of 
the  convoy.  I  have  made  all  the  airangeinents 
in  order  to  verify  the  exchange  of  flags  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  10th  instant,  and  to  that  elCect  my 
troops  will  embark  to-morrow,  leaving  only  the 
guards  of  the  forts,  parade,  and  magazine,  iniieh 
will  l>e  relieved  by  yours  in  the  time,  form,  and 
number,  we  have  agreed  on. 

Permit  me  to  request  that  the  provisions  for  xht 
voyage  may  be  dehvered  to  the  commissary  I  hare 
appointed,  to-day,  if  possible.  I  reiterate  to  yonr 
Excellency  my  particular  consideration  and  re- 
spect. 

Ood  preserve  your  Excellency  many  rears. 
JOSE  COPPINGER. 

His  Ei'cy  RoBEBT  Butleb. 
No.  3a 
(kiond  Bvtler  to  Gtvernor  Coppkiptr. 

St.  ADonBTiNE,  July  9, 1821. 

Sir  :  I  Itave  the  nleuorfl  to  acknowledge  tbe  re- 
ceipt of  your  ExceUency's  letter  of  yesterday.  The 
soitimeats  thoeiit  eximaaed  tuve  met  with  that 
attention  which  a  correspoDdiog  zeal  dictates.  I 
had  communicated  to  the  officer  oonuuBBding  tto 
troops  to  organize  his  guards  tor  the  relirfoT  roocs 
to  correspond  as  nearly  as  the  ctutoms  of  out  aer- 
vice  approach  to  your  organization.  Captain 
Ramage  ha*  received  due  notice,  and  I  had 
given  an  early  order  for  turning  over  the  ptovi- 
sions.  Your  Excellency  will  now  pomit  me  n» 
tender  you  my  gratulations  at  the  prospect  of  the 
happy  conclusion  of  our  respective  duti^  w^hich 
to-morrow  yrill  afford  us,  in  executing  finallf  the 
important  document. of  interchange  of  aothoritf, 
and  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  ever  bear  in  mind 
the  friendly  ma nifetta lions  you  tiave  bean  pleased 
to  make  me,  ainoe  the  commencemesi  of  our  in- 
tercourse ;  and  renew  to  yoti  the  e^vnsiooa  ot 
my  great  respect  and  persoual  conaideiatioa- 

ROBERT  BUTLBR. 

His  Sx'c;  Don  Jobe  CoPrtttoEB, 

Gootnar  imd  Commtfiomtr- 
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ihuarandum  of  Hu  mamur  nfeeeapyimg  tlu  Forirett 
of  St.  Mari,  at  St.  Atigvitiiu. 

St.  AaGueTiMS,  Jviy  9, 1821- 
The  Spanuh  troop*  (excepting  th«  detachmeat 
lefiin  th«  fort)  to  be  embarked  on  Muoday,  the 
9th  inMant,  ready  to  cross  the  bar  oa  the  foUoW' 


IDE  day. 
There  ■ 


There  will  be  a  lalnie  fired  by  the  fort  on  Tues- 
day morning,  on  hoikting  the  SpsDisb  flag.  Dnr- 
iog  the  duembarcaiion  of  the  Anwrioaa  troopa, 
the  fiag  of  the  United  States  will  be  hoisted  along 
with  tbe  Spaniah  flag,  when  the  fort  will  ajgain 
fire  a  ralote.  Tbe  Ametican  officer  who  dclirera 
the  flag  to  remain  in  the  fort  ntitil  its  delivery. 
When  the  American  troops  are  formed  near  the 
fori,  the  Spaninb  flag  will  be  withdrawn  under  a 
salute;  tbe  guards  will  then  be  reliered,  and  the 
troope  of  Spain  will  march  out,  and,  on  passing 
the  former,  they  will  mutuallv  salute  {  when  the 
American  troops  will  be  marched  into  and  occnpy 
the  fortress. 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 
United  Statti  OmrnttHoner. 
Appro  red : 

JOSE  COPPINGER. 

No.  35. 

St.  Auqubtikb,  Eabt  Florida, 

J^y  13,  ]821. 
The  foregoing  are  copies  of  the  correspondence 
ID  nay  possession,  which  passed  between  ttie  Span- 
ish Commissioner  and  myself,  having  relation  to 
tbe  reception  and  occupaoey.  of  East  Florida, 
numbering  from  1  to  34,  inclusire. 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 
Vttited  Stattt  ComnlMtMrr. 

No.  36. 
/let  of  CegtUm, 
In  the  pbice  of  St.  Aagustine,  and  on  the  tenth 
day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  nod  twenty-one, 
OoD  Jose  Coppinger,  aolonel  of  tbe  national  ar- 
EDJes,  and  comcnissioner  appointed  by  his  Excel' 
lency  tbe  Captain  General  of  tbe  island  of  Cuba 
to  make  a  formal  delivery  of  this  said  place  and 
pravince  of  East  Florida  to  tbe  Government  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America,  by  virtue  of  tbe 
treaty  of  cession  concluded  at  Washington  on 
twenty-second  of  February,  eighteen  hundred 
nineteen,  and  theroyalscbediueof  delivery  of  the 
tw^eniy-burth  of  October,  of  the  lut  year,  annaed 
to  the  document*  menlioiwd  in  thecertifioate,  that 
form  a-  heading  to  the  iostraments  in  teaiimony 
thereof;  and  tbe  adjutant  general  of  tbe  Bouthcrn 
diriaiaa  of  said  Sutea,  Colonel  Don  Robert  But- 
ler, duly  anthoriied  by  the  afoicnid  Goreniment 
to  receive  the  same.  We  having  had  aeveial  eon-, 
ferences,  in  order  to  carry  into  enect  our  respeetive 
commission*,  aa  will  appear  b^  our  official  com- 
munications,  and  having  received  by  the  latter 
tbe  docainents,  invenlories,  and  plans  apperlaining 
to   the  praperty  and  sorereigBty  of  the  Spanish 


nation,  held  in  tbe  province,  and  in  its  adjacent 
islands  depending  thereon,  with  the  sites,  puUic 
squares,  vacant  lands,  public  edifices,  fortificaliaBiL 
and  other  works,  not  being  private  property,  and 
'''  tame  having  been  preceded  by  the  arrange' 
3  and  formalities  that,  for  tbe  ^eater  solem- 
nity of  this  important  act,  they  have  judged  proper: 
there  has  been  verified,  at  f6Ur  o'clock  of  the 
evening  of  this  day,  the  complete  and  persoaal 
delivery  of  the  fori  in  cat  ions,  and  all  else  of  this 
aforesaid  province,  to  the  commissi  oner,  officers, 
id  troops  of  the  United  Stales:  and,  in  eoiise- 
lence  thereof,  have  embarked  for  the  Havana 
e  military  and  civil  officers  and  Spanish  troops, 
in  the  American  transports  provided  for  Ibis  pur- 
pose, the  Spanish  authorities  having  this  moment 
ceased  the  exercise  of  their  functions,  and  those 
appointed  by  the  American  Government  havtog 
he^un  theirs;  duly  noting  [hat  we  have  trans-* 
mitted  to  our  Governmenls  the  doubts  occurring 
whether  the  artillery  ought  to  be  compichendes 
in  tbe  fortifications,  and  if  the  public  archives  re- 
lating to  private  property  ought  to  remain,  and 
be  delivered  to  the  Americau  Government,  by 
virtue  of  the  cession'  and  that  there  remain  in 
the  fortifications,  until  the  aforesaid  resolution  ia 
de,  the  artillery,  munitions,  and  implements, 
«ified  in  n  particular  inventory ;  awaiting,  on 
these  points,  and  the  others  appearing  in  question 
in  our  correspondence,  the  superior  decision  of  our 
respective  Crovernments,  ana  which  is  to  have, 
whatever  may  be  the  result,  the  most  religious 
complianoe  at  any  time  il  may  arrive,  and  in 
which  the  possession  that  at  present  appears  givMt 
shall  not  serve  as  an  obstacle. 

In  testimony  of  which,  and  that  this  may  at  sU 
times  serve  as  an  expressive  and  formal  receipt » 
act,  we,  the  subscribifig  commissioners,  ugu 
four  initnimenis  of  this  same  tenor,  in  the  Eik- 
^lish  and  Spanish  languages,  at  the  above  matr' 
tioned  plaoe,  and  (aid  day,  month,  and  year. 

ROBERT  BUTLER, 
JOSE    COPPINGER. 


Paptrt  rreetwd/rom  W.  6.  D.  Wifrthinglon,  Stentmy 


Tin.  I.  Mr.  Worthin|toD  lo  Mr.  Bntr^go,  Aognal 

S9,  ini. 

No:  3.  Mr.  Entrdp)  to  Mr.  WmlbiogUn,  Bsptsn- 
b«rfi,  18X1. 

No.  9.  Mr.  Woithiaft«n  to  Hr.  Enlnlgo,  fiapUD- 
ber  16,  16X1. 

No.  4.  Camminion  to  Ball,  Forbes,  and  Lsw,  Oc- 
tober 1,  iSSl. 

5.  Bepott  DfeommisHODsn,  Oclobei  4,  1S31. 

6.  Appointment  of  Mcrttaiies,  Oetobar  3,  1831. 

II.  Mr.  WorthtnitoD  to  Iha  Secretary  of  8Utc,  Da- 
cember  11.  1831,  (gxtract.) 
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commiHionen,    Noicmbar  ' 


Ho.  S.  InitructioM  to 
No.    10.    Report  of 

ini. 

No.  11.  Wortbingtoi 
7,  18S1- 


1. 
Bxtraet  of  a  Utttr'from  Mr.  Worlhinelon,  Secretary 

and  aeiing  Governor  of  Etui  FlariSa,  to  the  Seert- 

Inry  of  Stale,  Ailed 

St.  AuocaTiNB,  Oacber  9, 1831. 

I  enclose  you  bo  account  of  my  proceedings  in 
the  case  of  the  archives  and  documents  which  1 
luTe  seued  here.  The  scparalioQ  of  the  papers  is 
not  yet  accomplished.  I  must  confess  I  regarded 
the  Spanish  officers  remaining  here  more  as  a 
mattei  of  speculative  intrigue  anil  espionage  than 
^ny  thint;  ^se.  Since  this  last  blow,  the  ex-Gov- 
ernor, whom  I  look  upon  as  no  belter  than  the 
general  run  of  Spanish  provincial  Governors,  has 
taken  his  departure,  and  I  suppose  many  discon- 
tented Spaniards  will  follow  his  example.  He 
•nd  myself  bad  a  little  dispute  about  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Ugarte,  the  parlicalara  of  which  I  will 
•end  on,  lest  the  affair  should  be  misrepresented, 
for  1  am  conscious  of  being  correct  in  the  pro- 
cedure. 

No.  1. 
Mr.  WortMtigton  to  Mr.  Entralgo. 

St.  AnaosTiNE,  Av0ut  2%  1621. 

Sir  :  Having,  on  mv  arrival  here,  anderstood 
ihftt  you  had  exncisen  the  office  of  alcalde  and 
notary,  and  that  a  large  portion  of  the  public  ar- 
chives and  private  records  of  this  province  were 
ander  your  safe  keeping,  1  immediately  endeavored 
to  find  out  in  what  state  this  subject  had  been 
jdaeed  by  our  Commissioner,  Colonel  Butler,  on 
the  cession  of  East  Florida.  • 

It  seems  that  the  subject  had  been  referred  by 
ktm  and  the  ex-Governor,  Colonel  Coppinger,  to 
the  decision  of  the  United  Stalts  Goveronieni,  at 
Washington,  and  the  Captain  General  of  the  island 
of  Cuba. 

Whether  this  disposition  by  those  two  officers 
would  be  deemed  a  sufficient  justi6cation  for  me 
ta  consider  this  importnnt  matter  out  of  my  cog- 
nizance, until  1  should  be  specifically  instructed 
on  it,  would  be  a  question  of  not  much  consequence, 
if  no  inconvenience  in  the  mean  time  was  suf- 
fered by  the  delay.  But,  as  it  is  considered  that 
much  inconvenience  does  grow  out  of  the  present 
lituation  of  the  archiTes  and  records,  placed  as 
they  are,  I  deem  il  my  duty,  as  li^alty  authorized 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  the  late  Spanish  Gov- 
ernor of  East  Florida,  to  request  that  all  the  ar- 
chives, records,  and  documents,  (within  your  con- 
trol or  knowledge,)  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain  ceding  these 
provinces,  and  according  to  the  customs  and  usages 
of  civilized  nations,  may,  in  good  faith  and  per- 
fect amity,  he  passed  over  from  the  officers  of 
Spain  to  the  [noper  civil  officer  of  the  United 
Sutei. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  22d,  I  was  of 


□pinion  that  your  peculiar  situation  would  rends 
il  necessary  to  appoint  some  person  to  the  place  el 
nlcalde;  and,  on  the  28tb  mslant,  I  received! 
letter  from  Governor  Jackson,  at  Pensacola,  slat' 
ing  that  the  Sraoish  subjects  bad  declined  tskinf 
the  oaths  of  office  to  the  United  Stntea,  fcBriD| 
that  would  operate  as  a  relinqnishment  of  ifaeit 
rights  as  Spanish  subjects,  and  that  he  had  ap- 

Eoinied  Juage  Brackenridge  alcalde  there,  who 
ad  received  the  archives.  Not  donbtiDg  from 
your  letter  that  you  had  taken  the  same  ground,  i 
appointed  Edmund  Law,  £sq.,  as  alcalde  and  no- 
tary; he  is  eipeeted  here  every  hoar.  In  ihe 
mean  time,  my  private  secretary  will  take  chaige.ia 
my  name,  of  all  the  archivesand  documents  which 
ought  to  pass  over  with  ibis  province,  and  will 
sirp  a  proper  receipt  therefor. 

You  mentioned  you  had  a  claim  on  those  docu- 
ments. I  presume  nolhmg  can  be  clearer  than 
that  you  must  look  to  Ihe  Spanish  Government 
for  indemnification.  But  if  the  United  States  are 
liable  to  pay  you,  the  transferring  by  you  of  Ike 
archives  and  documents  to  the  proper  pentHi  can- 
not impair  your  claim;  so  that,  taking  the  xutfjeci 
in  every  point  of  view,  I  cannot  »ee  how  any  of 
the  public  archives  or  docnments  could  hare  been 
delayed  to  he  given  up.  if  I  had  been  appointed 
to  accept  the  cession,  1  should  have  declined 
taking  the  territory  without  the  archives,  docu- 


Etill  in  this  city,  may  n 
ing  any  of  the  archives  and  public  documents,  a 
as  to  be  addrcEsed  officially,  and  as  tliis  letia  it 
intended  to  embrace  and  refer  to  all  the  archives 
and  public  documents  of  ever^kind  which  are  yet 
undelirered  and  may  remain  in  the  hand*  of  any 
of  the  Spanish  officers,  I  must  request  you,  as  Uie 
an  officer  under  him,  to  communicate  this  to  him 
in  exUaao,  as  it  is  presumed  that  both  of  the  Got- 
ernments,  and  their  officers,  are  inclined  to  give 
every  facility  to  the  officers  of  each  other  in  thar 
power,  regarding  matter  of  substance  rather  than 
etiquette  or  matter  of  form. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  a.  D.  WORTHINQTON, 

Sti^rgaad  aetioff  Gob.  t^E.  F. 

No.  2. 
Mr.  Enlralffo  to  Mr.  WorihiagtoK. 

St.  AnausTiNE,  S«p(.  5,  1821. 
Sia:  It  is  an  incontrovertible  axiom  of  justice 
that,  while  any  affiiir  is  pending  brf'ore  the  cogni- 
zance and  for  the  decision  of  a  supreme  tribunal,  it 
ought  not  to  be  innovated  upon ;  as  a  contrary 
course  would  Ik  violent,  improper,  null,  and  of  no 
effect.  Under  this  idea,  and  considering  wbnt  was 
expressed  in  your  official  note  of  the  S9in  of  Augost 
last,  which  1  received  yes-terday  evening  at  6 
o'clock,  wherein  you  appear  to  be  aware  that  tbe 
doubts  arising  between  tbe  commiaaionera,  Col- 
onels Joae  Coppinger  and  Robert  Butlo*,  respect- 
ing the  delivery  of  the  archives  under  mj  chnrge, 
ha  ve  been  referred  to  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  at  Washington,  and  to  his  Bzeellencr 
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the  Captain  General  of  the  island  of  Cub*;  1  do 
not  consider  it  in  the  power  of  aoj  subaltern  aii- 
Ihorii]'  to  deprive  me  of  the  possession  of  the  said 
archives,  partieularly  aa  I  have  no  idea  of  carry- 
ing away  or  difiposiag  of  them  during  the  deliber- 
ation of  the  supreme  authorities;  and  as  their  re- 
maining here  cannot  occasion  any  prejudice  to  the 
public,  who  are  more  interested  in  their  preserva- 
tion ihan  the  Qorernmeot ;  end  if  (be  parties  re- 
quire copies,  I  am  ready  to  certify  ihem,  on  pay- 
ment of  my  proper  fees. 
'  The  precedent  which  you  point  oat  to  me,  of 
the  receipt  of  the  public  archives  by  the  Qovern- 
meni  of  Penaacola,  cannot  be  a  rule  that  the  same 
should  be  done  here,  because  the  parallel  circum- 
stances do  not  apply. 

In  Pensacola,  tue  office  had  no  head,  dot  was 
there  any  notary  public.  Here,  I  have  received 
from  Government  public  documents  and  registers, 
which  archives  and  protocols  1  bought  at  public 
sale ;  consequently,  I  am  the  legal  head  of  the 
office,  and  nothing  can  deprive  me  of  the  use  and 
benefit  thereof,  until  I  have  been  first  satisfactorily 
iaJemnified,  because  they  are  private  property. 
-which  have  no  connaxion  with  th«  archives  aud 
documents  directly  relating  to  the  property  and 
sovereignty  of  this  province ;  which  genuine  and 
literal  words,  stated  in  the  second  article  of  tbe 
treaty  of  amity  concladed  at  Washington  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1819,  must  guide  any  one  wish- 
ing to  ascerlain  the  facts. 

I  trust,  sir,  that,  from  your  well  known  judg- 
ment and  deliberate  consideration,  and  having  in 
Tiew  what  I  have  thus  laid  before  you,  you  will 
be  pleaded  to  suspend  all  proceedings  tending  to 
deprive  me  of  my  property,  until  the  decision  of 
the  supreme  authorities,  to  whose  cognizance  have 
also  been  referred  the  r^esentations  which  I  have 
more  extensively  made  upon  this  head,  and  until 
the  receipt  of  the  necessary  papers  containing 
their  decision. 
With  every  reelect,  &c. 

JUAN  DB  ENTRALGO. 

No.  3. 
Mr.  BVfftinjrton  to  Mr.  Eniralgo. 

St.  Aooustisb,  SeplenJ/er  15,  1821. 
Sir:  I  have  thus  long  delayed  noticing  your 
letter  of  the  5ih  instant,  under  a  hope  that,  ere 
ibis,  a  definitive  arrangement  might  have  closed 
ihe  controversy  concerning  the  offlcecontemplated 
in  General  Jackson's  4th  ordinance,  section  8th, 
pvhich  has  been  held  by  you  under  the  Spanish 
3roveracaent,  and  to  which  Mr.  Edmnnd  Law  has 
>een  appointed,  on  tbe  28ih  ultimo,  under  a  com- 
nission  from  Gleneral  Jackson,  acting  as  Ooremor 
>f  tbe  Floridas,  and  wiili  the  powers  of  the  Cap- 
ain  General  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  My  tetter  of 
he  29U>  ultimo  informed  you  of  that  fact,  and  I 
niroduced  Mr.  Law  as  that  officer,  personally,  to 
-ou,  I  think,  on  tbe  7(h  instant  Yon  still  not 
■a\y  retain  the  papers  of  that  office,  but  exercise 
he  functions  and  receive  the  fees  you  were  accua- 
jmed  lo  do  untler  the  Spanish  Goremment,  and 
lis,  too,  afler  this  territory  has  ceased  to  belong 


to  tbe  King  of  Spain ;  after  it  is  orgaoi^ed  under 
the  sorereignty  of  the  United  States,  and  has  be- 
come their  property,  where  no  person  holds  an 
office  unless  having  first  taken  an  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Statesj  and  after 
(in  your  letter  of  the  S2d  ultimo)  you  had  declined 
taking  that  oath ;  and  after  your  knowing,  both 
by  letter  from  me,  and  rerbally,  that  Mr.  Law  is 
the  present  person  who  fills  that  office,  and,  of 
course,  you  must,  toevery  official  purpose,  be /ttnc- 
tui  oMeio  since  his  appointment.  In  your  letter  of 
the  oth  lo  me,  you  set  out  with  stating  what  you 
call  au  incontrovertible  axiom  of  ri^hi,  (axioma 
Ineoneuto  de  derteKo.)  which,  though  it  is  an  ab- 
stract opinion,  I  thmk  unsound,  even  as  a  general 
rule,  mnch  less  as  being  conclusive  on  the  point 
in  controversy.  1  look  upon  tbe  commissioners, 
either  to  cede  or  receive  the  province  of  East 
Florida,  not  of  higher  aulhorily  than  tnyselfj  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  as  the  secretary  of  the 
province,  and  by  General  Jackson,  exercising  the 
powers  of  the  Captain  General  of  the  island 
of  Cuba,  vesting  in  me  the  powers  of  the  late 
Spanish  Governor  of  this  province  of  East  Flori- 
da. Tbe  commissioners,  1  presume,  were  neither 
appointed  by  the  President  nor  by  the  King;  so 
that,  to  support  your  "asrfomo  AwoncuM,'"  yon 
shonld  have  shown  that,  for  the  reference  to  bind 
absolutely  the  Governor  of  this  province,  it  was 
properly  made  by  an  authority  higher  than  his. 
At  most,  tbe  commissioners  and  the  Governor, 
even  quoad  that  particular  subject,  are  coequal, 
any  matter  of  expediency  growing  out  of  it,  afiect- 
ing  tbe  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  province, 
passes  under  the  cognizance  of  the  Governor. 

Your  expressions  ^molento,  vieioto,"  dec.,  were 
not  warranted,  either  by  my  acts  or  writings,  re- 
speciiag  you  or  tbe  office,  nor  did  I  expect  such 
from  you ;  for,  to  do  them  justice,  I  have  always 
esteemed  politenets  as  a  trait  in  the  Spanish  na- 
tion. But  epithets  of  this  sort  are  what  1  am  nei- 
ther in  my  public  nor  private  character  in  the  habit 
of  receiving.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased,  if  it 
be  necessary  to  say  any  thingfurther  to  me,  to  dis- 
pense with  (bat  kind  of  language. 

I,  therefore,  on  tbe  first  point,  (the  mattes  of 
reference  of  the  commissioners,)  come  to  this  con- 
clusion :  that,  acting  as  the  Governor  of  this  pro- 
vince, whenever  1  deem  it  necessary  for  the  good 
and  interest  of  the  people  of  this  territory  to  make 
any  order  respecting  Ihearchives,  documents,  &c., 
even  pending  the  reference,  I  have  the  power  to 
do  so;  and  am  only  responsible  for  that,  as  well 
as  every  other  official  act,  to  the  President,  the 
Governor  of  the  Floridas,  and  the  American  peo- 
ple. Respect  and  delicacy  towards  the  commis- 
sioners would  make  me  not  rasblj  or  imprudently, 
1  iruEi,  interfere ;  hot,  should  I  feel  it  my  duty,  I 
will  risk  all  responsibility. 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  right  of  your  retaining  what 
you  say  you  received  from  the  Government— 
"  public  documents  and  roisters,  which  archives 
and  protocols,"  you  say,  you  bought  at  public  sale ; 
(hat  tbey  sre  private  properly,  cannot  be  taken 
away  from  you  withonl  your  being  first  satisfac- 
torily  indemnified. 
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to  the  law  of  nations,  and  under  the  ungea  an( 
custoDis  of  nations  in  ilieii  cban^  of  property 
and  sovereignlf ,  it  ia  a  necessary  incident  to  that 
so?ereigaty  ibat  ibe  archiree  and  documenu  in  a 
country,  which  (though  you  may  have  bought  the 
usufruct)  are,  in  fact,  the  property  of  the  commu- 
uity,  must  pass  to  the  GoTernment,  to  whom  the 
sovereignty  and  property  of  the  conquered  or  ced- 
ed territory  passes.  The  second  article  saya  poei- 
tirely  what  shall  pass — "  afchires  and  documeDis 
which  relate  directly  to  the  properly  and  sover- 
eigniv  of  the  ceded  provinces.''  It  is  not  to  be  ia- 
ierred  that  the  intention  of  the  parties  who  made 
the  treaiywasthereby  to  exclude  all  of  the  archives 
aod  documents  which  belong  incidentally  to  that 
property  and  sovereignty,  aod  which,  according 
to  ine  usages  and  customs  of  nations,  aa  belooglog 
to  the  people  of  the  ceded  territory,  pass  wiln  it. 
The  little  trite  legal  maxim,  expnttio  vniiu  est  tx- 
dutio  aUermi,  cannot  govern  in  construiog  com- 
pacis  between  nations,  which  are  to  be  interpreted 
according  to  the  broad  and  liberal  rules  of  national 
law,  and  the  just  principles  of  natural  justice. 

I  uaderstaad  the  arcnives  and  documents  you 
hold  are,  for  instance,  the  original  grants  for  landi, 
dtc.,  deeds  from  one  individual  to  another,  the  ori- 
ginal last  wills  and  testaments  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  provioce,  tLC.\  that  they  were  lodged  in 

Siur  office  by  the  owners  of  them,  for  your  trou- 
e  in  receiving  and  Sling  or  recording  wiiicb 
you  received  the  legal  fees,  and  gave  copies  to  per- 
sons who  required  tnem,  and  received  yout  charge 
for  tliat  service ;  that  in  the  office  you  retained 
the  originals ;  that,  on  the  decease  of  your  prede- 
CBiison  the  ntuatioa  or  the  privilege  which  he  held 
was,  tor  the  benetit  of  his  family,  set  up  to  public 
hale  1  that  yon  aave  about  &600  for  it;  that  you 
liave  held  it  eight  or  nine  years,  and  it  is  said  to 
have  yielded  yon  from  aboul  $15,000  to  $20,000, 
at  the  least,  io  that  lime;  that  now  you  decliae 
giving  it  up,  unless  you  are  paid  about  $3,000  fur 
it>  If  this  statement  be  incorrect,  I  will,  with 
great  pleasure,  on  being  truly  informed,  alter  il  to 
suit  the  real  state  of  the  facts,  i  have  had  it  from 
peiwns  who  might  be  supposed  to  know,  and 
wttMo  information  and  veracity  I  have  great  re- 
liance. 

Sayiu  nothing  against  ■  Qoremmeni  setting 
up  an  office  of  profit,  high  trust,  and  confidence, 
ot  this  kind,  to  public  auction,  (because  indepen- 
dent nations  have  a  fight  to  manage  their  internal 
affiurs,  generally,  in  their  own  way,)  and  looking 
on  your  purchase  of  it  perfectly  fair  and  Juilifia- 
hle,  I  should  think  that  the  naiioti  which  Bni  sella 
it  to  you,  and  then  sells  it  from  you,  must  be  the 
one  lo  indemnify  you.  For  every  person,  either 
civil  or  military,  who  may  have  purcoased  a  place 
or  commission  from  a  Government  leUiiig  a  prov- 
ince, which  becomes  exliaguiibed  or  superseded 
by  the  administration  of  the  Oorernment  puicba*' 
ing,  might,  under  this  rule,  claim  an  indemoity. 


s  your  property,  but  as  ori^iaalsfadoBnig  to 

the  community — to  the  indivMlnnla  wboladitl 
them  with  yon,  haviag  paid  you  for  the  filingand 
recording,  also  for  your  certified  copies;  so  tbu 
you  look  the  office  or  the  privUe^e  (abject  to  the 
chance  of  its  beins  Iranrferred  by  Spun  to  iht 
United  Slates ;  and,  I  uiq)ect,  the  uncertainty  and 
probable  shortness  when  that  event  might  lake 
place  was  the  canM  of  your  purcbasiog  it  bo  low; 
therefore,  not  only  the  law,  but  the  equity  it 
against  you. 

These  are  my  principal  reasons  why  the  ir- 

lives  and  public  documents  should  ooi  ramiB  in 
the  hands  of  an  officer  of  the  natioti  who  has  told. 
not  like  one  of  its  own  citizenB,  eatiidy 
amenable  to  the  purchasing  Goverament;  iodeea, 
he  may  be  boalile  to  it  And  altbovgh,  for  sty- 
self,  I  feet  perfectly  safe  in  confiding  in  your  honor 
and  iot^uty,  while  the  archives  and  docmnnB 
remain  with  you,  yet,  if  this  case  of  yoon  is  to 
become  a  precedent  in  other  negoti&tioits  of  this 
kind,  archiva  and  documents  might  be  wiibkeld 
in  the  hand«  of  public  officers  who  might  dotmy, 
alter,  or  mutilate  them ;  for  instance,  migbt  fslioy 
or  antedate  grants  of  lands,  &^. 

Another  reason:  on  seeing  the  fees  <ii  ofict 
which  have  been  charged  under  the  Spaniili  Goi- 
erameut,  the  United  States  Qoverament  mii^t 
wish  lo  increase  or  diminish  them,  so  as  to  3iil 
the  state  of  things. 

In  less  than  twenty  years  theUniicdStaiesbtr 


purchased  the  whole  of  lionieiana,  Florida,  &c. 
HisBritannicM^jesty  may,inle»  than  that  time 
wish  to  sell  the  Canadas ;  or  His  Cathcdic  llajwR, 


Cuba  or  Texas;  or  the  United  States  may,  bdcn 


those  eveoiB  ever  occnr  or  not,  to  enter  this  now 
as  my  solemn  protest  agaitut  the  prcacsl  ease 
being  considered  as  an  acqnicsoeBce  in  the  n^ 
of  properly  of  the  archives  and  dociaacaa  tang 
retained  by  you,  or  your  still  reoeiviBg  thes  wu- 
fruct,  unless  you  had  been  specially  ajqioiated  by 
our  Oovernraeni,  or  were  stiu  holding  it  under  llw 
construction  of  General  Jaoksoo'sproclamaliOBsf 
the  iBt  of  July.  But  this  has  been  sapcneded  bj 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Law ;  so  ihat,  on  a  retro- 
cession, I  should  hold  up  my  hand  as  much  agaiB.4 
an  American  holding  over  an  office  in  this  mi 
as  against  an  En^skman  or  8;naiwtl ;  for.  li- 
iboi^h  I  hare  as  bjgh  ccmfidence  in  ib«  iatc^:T 
of  an  Snf^iahmon  as  anv  one,  yet  1  would  nli 
afford  a  precedent  of  this  kind. 

The  history  of  Lord  Vorulam,  the  high  chaa- 
cellor  of  Eoipnad,  shows  that  no  rank  •or  taltnn 
can  aeoure  a  man  against  nalveraatioa  in  offiet^ 
which,  if  it  happened  to  one  whom  Mr.  Pine  bai 
called  "the  wiseat,  bdghieat,  meuwst  ofinnDfeiBiL ' 
it  is  only  discreet  to  avoid  |dactDg  any  on*  ia  ikt 
way  of  temptation.  Having  staled  Istt  the  Kia{ 
of  SfAin,  tinder  the  treaty  of  Washingum,  as  •^ 
cessadly  incidental  to  the  ^peny  and  soreie^a? 
of  the  Floridas,  by  dte  qwit  of  the  treaty,  nnda 
the  nsagea  and  costonu  of  nalioas,  notaritkstaa^ 
ing  the  appucnt  Miecification  in  the  aoeo»d  artdr. 
has  passed  over  all  arehires  and  docomesti  which 
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re  common  property  to  the  people  of  these  proT- 
aees,  sad  that  those  \a  youi  office  are  or  that 
haracter,  I  will  now  show  yoa  that,  by  the  law 
f  nations  he  bad  a  right  to  do  so. 

It  would  be  useless  Ip  make  a  parade  of  learning, 
>y  referring  to  a  large  list  of  writers  who  are  uni- 
orm  in  this  doctrine.  Vattel  happens  to  he  on 
ay  desk.  In  his  treatise  on  the  Law  of  Nations, 
.nd  applied  to  the  conduct  of  nations  and  sover- 
ignE,inbookI,chap.  21,secc.  262,  hesayii:  "That 
t  IS  necensary  that  nations  should  treat  and  iraus- 
ict  Iheirafiairs  with  validity;  without  which  ihey 
«uld  have  no  method  of  terminating  them,  and 
<f  placing  themselves  in  a  state  of  tranquillity  ; 
vhence  it  follows  that,  when  a  nation  has  ceded 
iny  part  of  its  property  to  aoother,  the  cession 
lught  to  be  held  as  valid  and  irrevocable,  as  it  is 
lone  in  virtue  of  the  notion  of  property.  This 
Tinciple  cannot  be  shaken  by  any  fundamental 
iw,  by  means  of  which  a  nation  might  pretend 
o  deprive  itself  of  the  power  of  altenatinff  what 
«loDgs  to  itself;  for  this  would  be  to  foroid  all 
ontracts  with  other  nations,  or  to  pretend  to  de- 
eive  them.  A  nation,  with  such  a  law,  ought 
■ever  to  treat  of  its  property  ;  if  it  is  obliged  to  it 
ly  necessity^  oi  detennmed  to  do  it  for  its  own 
idvantage,  it  must  renounce  its  fundamental  law. 
t  is  seldom  disputed  that  an  entiie  nation  mav 
ilienate  what  belongs  to  itaelf ;  but  it  is  asked  if 
ts  ronductor,  if  its  sovereign,  has  this  power? 
The  question  may  be  deterouned  by  the  funda- 
nental  laws,  if  [he  laws  say  nothing  diieclly  on 
his  subject.    This  will  be  eiplained  in  our  second 

"If  the  nation  has  conferred  the  full  sovereignty 
iQ  its  conductor ;  if  it  has  committed  the  care  of 
t  to  him,  and  has,  without  reserve,  given  him  ihi 
;witnother  States. 
'sted  him  with  all 
he  powers  necessary  to'make  a  valid  contract. 
The  prince  is  then  the  organ  of  the  nation ;  what 
le  does,  is  reputed  done  by  itself;  and,  attbough 
le  is  not  the  proprietor  of  the  public  property, 
lis  alienations  are  valid,  as  being  duly  aulhor- 
zed." 

Now,  sir,  even  if  this  peculiar  custom  of  Spain, 
he  considering  this  oQIce  that  you  hold  private 
iroperty,  were  a  fundamental  law  of  the  kingdom, 
conceive  that  the  transfer  by  the  sovereign,  under 
bis  construction  of  the  law  of  nations,  would  pass 
>ver  to  the  United  States,  under  the  "notion  of 
troperty,"  the  archives  and  documents  in  it  beioff 
>r  common  use  to,  and  the  original  property  ol, 
he  inhabitants  of  the  territory ;  unless,  in  the 
reaty,  special  mention  had  been  made  of  them, 
tnd  they  had  been  excepted.  If  these  archives 
tod  documents  would  have  passed,  under  the  cus- 
omof  nations;  if  die  words  "  which  relate  directly" 
lad  been  omitted — the  introduction  of  those  words 
raonot  alter  the  great  rules  of  right  and  construc- 
ion  which  exist  amoiigst  civilized,  hiKh-minded, 
,nd  just  nations,  in  the  exposition  of  their  con- 
racts;  otherwise,  those  words  must  be  regarded 
s  a  matter  of  catch  and  legal  quibble,  fit  for  cun- 
iog  and  litisious  individuals,  and  cannot  be  im- 
uled  to  the  Spanish  sovereign,  or  to  the  Chevalier 


i^ht  of  treating  and  contracting  with  other  States. 
•  IS  considerea  as  having  ■ — - 


de  Onis,  who  drew  ii  up.  Those  words  were  to 
specify,  pointedly,  certain  archives  and  documents, 
without  excluding  or  abridging  the  right  to  oiber« 
which  may  and  ought  to  belong  to  the  purchasing 
nation^  as  of  primary  or  secondary  importance  to 
the  citizens  wno  are  incorporated  under  the  treaty. 
Even  in  oar  ordinary  grants,  deeds,  muniments, 
dbc.  of  title,  &iC,  pass  to  the  grantee,  aitd  the 
contract  is  construed  most  strictly  a^inst  the 
grantor ;  ibia  rote  equally  applies  to  nations.  Ad- 
mit, for  a  moment,  that  the  archives  and  docn- 
raentSjOr  the  office,  is  your  private  property;  that 
you  can  do  what  you  choose  with  it — and  you 
may  take  it  to  the  Havana,  or  the  Pyrenees,  and 
the  citizens  of  this  province  would  have  to  go 
there  to  investigate  theii  titlex,  dtc,  and  have 
foreign  fees,  charses,  &«.,  entailed  on  them  and 
their  posterity.  This  is  what  neither  the  King  of 
Spain  nor  this  treaty  could  have  intended.  It 
would  be  a  transfer  surrounded  with  absurdity, 
and  deficient  in  good  faith,  which  I  am  not  dit- 

esed  to  impute  to  His  Catholic  Majesty  or  his 
inislers.  On  the  whole,  as  I  told  you  on  my 
first  interview,  I  do  not  blame  you,  if  you  think 
yourself  fully  entitled  to  remuneration,  to  ^t  it ; 
and  I  repeat,  your  own  Government  is,  in  mj 
mind,  the  party  you  have  to  look  to.  What,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  I  must  differ  with  you  in,  is,  that  you 
should  not  have  given  up  the  archives  and  docu- 
ments to  the  officer  who  has  been  aji|>ointed  un- 
der the  United  States  Government.  Your  claim 
neither  against  them  nor  Spain  could  be  weaken- 
ed in  the  least  by  (hat  act.  Indeed,  I  think  it 
would  have  been  placed  in  a  higher  and  more 
favorable  tight ;  b«;ause  you  cannot  for  a  moment 
think  that  eiiber  of  those  nations,  after  the  archive* 
passed  over  from  you,  would  be  le^  prompt  and 
just  towards  you  than  if  you  held  them  last  in 
your  own  hands.  Pass  them  over,  make  out  your 
claim  against  either  or  both  Governments,  and  I 
am  certain  justice  will  be  done  in  liie  premises. 
If  you  are  entitled  to  any  thing,  you  will  get  itj 
if  not,  1  presume  you  will  will  not  wish  it.  I  as- 
sure  you,  so  little  doubt  have  1  hod  on  this  subject, 
tbat,  had  you  not  been  fairly  in  office,  and  the 
reference  of  the  commissioners  calling  for  some 
delay,  as  a  matter  of  respect  to  them,  aad  your 
being  an  isolated  subject,  in  a  manner  completely 
within  the  power  of  our  Governinent — therefore, 
any  act  of  the  Government  against  an  individual 
might  seem  authoritative  and  domineering,  per- 
haps unjust — I  should  have  sent  the  officer,  with 


thing  which  may  clearly  be  your  private  property 
shall  always  be  most  religiously  respected.  As  it 
is,  I  wish  you  to  consider  well  what  coarse  yoa 
will  take.  I  do  not  wish  to  prejudice  your  claim; 
indeed,  any  thing  I  can  fairly  do  for  you  I  shall, 
as  the  chief  executive  officer  of  this  province, 
consider  myself  bound  to  do.  But  I  shall  deem 
it  useless  again  to  write  to  you  on  this  matter. 
As  you  have  not  mentioned  in  your?  of  the  5ih  that 
you  laid  my  letter,  as  requested,  t»  exteiwe,  before 
the  ei-Qovernor,  Colonel  Coppinger,  I  presama 
you  did  not,  and  it  is  useless  to  repeat  that  requeA. 
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Yours,  wiih  all  proper  mpeci,  &e. 

W.  O.  D.  WORTHINGTON, 

iSw'ry  and  aeting  Ootervar  o/E.  Florida. 

No.  4. 
ComtnUtiaa  to  Mestrt.  BiU,  FoTbe»,  and  Lavi. 
St.  Aoqubtikb,  October  ],  1881. 
Gektlemeh  ;  I  do  myseir  the  pleasure  of  ap- 

iioiatjng  you,  hereby,  to  the  execution  of  the  fol- 
owing  delicate  and  important  commission.  Yoo 
will,  without  delay,  demand  and  receive  from  all 
and  every  of  Ihe  subjects  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or 
oiber  persons  who  are  now  here,  all  ihe  remaining 
Krchives  and  documents  whicboughito  have  been 
transferred  to  the  United  States  on  the  cession  of 
this  province,  and  which  may  be  retained  under 
any  preieii  whatever. 

It  is  supposed  that  all  the  papers  which  shall 
properly  come  under  your  ctwaizance  may  be  bad 
on  application  to  Colonel  Jose  Goppioger,  late 
commissioner  and  Governor  of  this  province,  and 
his  secretary,  Mr.  Aguilar;  also,  to  Mr.  Juan  de 
Entntlgo,  late  notarv,  register,  Ac 

To  put  you  in  full  pos.<iessiDn  of  this  subject,  1 
enclose  you  papers  marked  1,  2, 3,  4,  &c. 

It  is  supposed  there  will  be  no  refusal  to  deliver 
to  you  all  the  archives  and  documents  contem- 

Ehled  by  this  order.  Should  there  be,  you  nre 
ereby  authorized  to  summon  sufflciect  force  to 
Biur  aid,  by  calling  on  the  high  sheriff.  Captain 
anbam,  with  tiieposee  ixymitatttt,  or,  if  absolutely 
necessary,  and  in  your  opinion  preferable,  by  re- 

aaeHting  Colonel  Eustis  to  send  you  a  competent 
etachment  from  Fort  St.  Mark's. 
You  will  beep  and  render  a  particular  account 
of  your  proceedings,  and  I  name  to  you  Mr.  John 
Bird  and  Mr.  Anseim  Qey  as  clerks  to  this  com- 
mission. Yon  are  hereby  further  empowered  to 
•end  for  persons,  papers,  and  proofs,  to  ascertain 
any  facts  you  may  deem  necessary  respecting  said 
archives  and  documents,  and  to  lake  declarations 
and  affidavits  on  oath,  as  may  be  proper  on  this 
subject — 

1.  Of  the  archives  and  documents  which  were 
here  at  the  time  of  the  cewtion. 

2.  Those  which  may  have  been  concealed  or 

3.  Those  which  now  are  delivered  over;  and 
■U  such  other  and  further  matters  and  things 
touching  the  present  service  as  in  your  sound  dis- 
cretion you  may  see  fit. 

At  the  sane  time,  I  wish  this  duty  to  be  per- 
formed with  ptomptness  and  effect ;  1  wish  every 
respect  becoming  the  American  character,  I  trust 
ao  truly  famed  for  its  sound  regard  both  for  public 
'  and  private  rights,  and  its  pure  love  of  Justice,  to 
be  shown,  in  particular,  to  the  late  officers 
subjects  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  j  and  It  is 
fiding  so  fully  in  your  high  official  and  private 
reputations,  that  1  sdect  yov  for  this  trust,  and 
leave  its  execution  so  fully  to  your  judgment  and 
discretion. 

Captain  Bell  having  been  here  before  and  at  the 


ce&sion,  and  having  exercised  the  functio&s  of 
acting  Governor  of  this  province  before  my  attival, 
will  becon^dered  as  president  of  ibis  cammistioa; 
Colonel  Forbes,  the  marshal  of  the  United  Stales 
for  the  Florida),  and  late  commissioner  lo  the 
ana  to  receive  those  archives  and  docomenlj, 
the  second  named;  and  Mr.  Law,  the  present 
.  leal  de,  will  receive  the  archives  and  documeoti. 
agreeably  to  General  Jackson's  ordinance  on  tke 

The  artillery,  munitions,  and  implements,  men- 
tioned in  Ihe  proctsvertal  of  the  10th  July  last,  by 
Colonels  Coppinger  and  Butter,  are  lo  remain  as 
they  are;  but  none  of  the  archives  and  documents 
which  you  shall  deem  ought  to  have  been  delivered 

■er  with  the  province  are  to  be  further  delated. 

You  will,  I  am  confident,  be  correct,  cautions 
and  decided  in  the  premises. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfuU]-, 
yours,  »tc.| 

W.  G.  D.  WORTHINGTON, 
Ste^fy  and  acting  GoeemoT  q^£  F. 

J.  R.  Bell,  J.  G.  PoRBEn,  uid  E.  Law,  Bs^ 

Na  5. 
Report  of  the  Commissioiurt. 

St.  Adoobtihe,  October  4,  182]. 

Sib:  Theundersigned commissioners, appointed 
by  your  letter  bearing  date  the  1st  orOcto»T,lS3], 
empoweringihem  to  demand  of  Colonel  Jose  Cop^ 
pioger,  late  commissioner  on  the  part  of  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty  lo  deliver  the  possession  of  Ei^t 
Florida  to  the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  tte 
United  States,  and  the  archives  and  documents 
relating  to  ihe  property  and  sovereignty  of  tht 
province,  and  to  demand  of  Juan  Bias  de  Ea- 
tralgo,  late  notary,  a  register,  dtc.  of  thisproriDcc. 
the  archives  and  records  in  his  possesion,  having 
executed  the  commission  intrusted  to  them,  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  ihwt  pro- 
ceedings: 

That,  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions,  the 
undersigned  proceeded  to  the  office  of  Don  Joan 
B.  de  Entralzo,  at  4  o'clock  of  yesterday :  having 
entered,  and  Ibund  the  son  of  Don  Entrslgo  alone 
in  the  office,  a  messeneerwa!i  despatched  for  him: 
on  his  arrival,  a  formal  demand  was  made  for  all 
the  archives  and  records  in  his  possession,  relative 
to  the  property  and  sovereignty  of  the  province. 
To  this  demand  Don  Eniratgo  replied  thai  the 
papers  were  in  his  possession,  and  must  there  re- 
main, until  the  question  respeclins  them,  submit- 
ted to  the  two  Governments,  Ehould  be  determined, 
as  agreed  upon  between  Colonel  Coppinger  and 
Colonel  Butler,  And  upon  the  undersigned  in- 
forming Mr.  Entralgo  that  their  instrnciioo  wi^ 
lo  take  immediate  possB.wion  of  the  archives  ami 
records  in  his  possession,  he  replied  that  such  ic 
act  would  be  considered  by  him  as  forcible,  txi 
against  his  consent.  The  undersigned  (hen  ptf 
ceeded  to  take  possession  of  the  papers  found  a 
his  office,  excepting  such  as  r«laied  to  his  privtw 
concerns,  and,  having  put  thera  in  five  boies, 
lequestedMr.  Entralgoto  put  his  sral  upon  them; 
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which  offer  1m  decliaed.    The  boxes  were  then 
deposited  iq  the  public  siore  Tor  safe  keeping. 

In  the  mean  time,  one  of  the  undersignea,  ac- 
companied by  one  of  the  secretaries  to  tuis  com- 
mission and  the  sheriff  of  St.  John's  county,  pro- 
ceeded  lo  the  house  of  Coionel  Coppinger,  and 
made  a  similar  demand,  and  received  the  same 
answer  as  given  by  Don  Entralgo.  A  request  was 
then  made  that  Colonel  Coppinger  would  be  pre- 
sent when  the  papers  in  his  possession  should  be 
taken ;  and  was  sUo  requested  to  affix  his  seal  lo 
'  the  boxes,  together  with  one  of  the  undersigned, 
(here  lo  remain  until  an  examination  of  the  papers 
should  take  place:  both  of  which  propositions 
were  rejected  by  him.  He  continued  to  protest 
against  all  the  proceedings  of  the  undersigned, 
and  refused  to  open  the  dooi  of  his  office.  The 
undersigned  iben  proceeded,  as  iheonly  alternative 
left  them,  lo  force  open  the  dooi.  They  then  took 
possession  of  the  papers,  amounting  to  six  boxes, 
iKiied  them  up,  and  deposited  them  in  the  public 
storehouse  for  safe  keeping.  In  order  to  insure 
(he  safely  of  the  papers,  archives,  and  records 
which  the  nndersigoed  have  taken  possession  of, 
a  guard  has  been  placed  in  front  of  the  building  in 
'which  they  are  deposited.  Before  closing  this  re- 
port, the  undersjcned  further  stale,  that  letters  have 


Don  Entralgo. 
cation  that  iney  might  think  proper  to  make. 
The  former  has  informed  ihem  that  he  will  make 
such  communication,  and  the  latter  has  replied 
that  he  has  none  to  make. 

All  the  papers  will  remajn  in  iha  place  where 
tbey  are  at  present  deposited,  until  the  undersign- 
ed receive  your  instructions  relative  to  them. 
All  which  is  Tespecifhlly  submitted. 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
J.  G.  FORBES, 
EDMUND  LAW. 

W.  G.  D.  WoBTBINOTON, 

Seettftrj/  and  admff  Governor.,  f  c. 
No.  6. 


St.  AcavsTtKB,  Oetoier  3,  1881. 
Obntlemek  :  I  do  mysdf  ilie  pleasure  lo  ap- 
point you  as  secretaries  to  the  commiuion  of  the 
1st  instant,  respecting  the  archives  and  documents. 
Yoa  will  be  pleased  to  attend  the  commissioners 
to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock,  and  proceed 
to  act  a^eeably  to  their  Instructinns. 

In  this  dnty  you  are  selected  for  your  ability  and 
trustworthiness.    Yours,  reapectfullr, 

W.  a.  D.  WORTHINQTON, 
SareUay  and  «dh\g  Goverwr  «/  Eatl  FMda. 
Judge  Farqubar  Brthunb, 

Messrs.  Patrick  Lynch,  and  Wm.  Retnoldb. 

II. 
£ictraeti  of  a  Utter  from  Mr.  Worlhington,  Seerttary 
and  aainff  Govavar  i/  East  Florida,  to  the  Seere- 
tary  of  Slate,  daitd 

Sl  Adqubtinb,  D«omUr  II,  1S3I. 
1  BOW  encloM  you  the  balance  of  the  papers  in 


the  case  of  the  archives,  Slc.,  as  promised  in  my 
letter  of  the  4th  inatao^  marked  Nos.  9, 10,  and  11. 
As  I  hare  written  omclally  lo  yourself  and  Gen- 
eral Jackson  on  the  proceedings  nad  here  respect- 
ing the  archives  and  documents  taken  into  our 
possession  from  the  Spanish  ex-Governor  Colonel 
Coppinger,  and  the  csciibano  Mr.  Entralgo,  it 
seems  to  me  premature  and  improper  lo  follow 
Colonel  Coppinger's  example,  by  publishing  ihe 
correspondence,  £c.,  in  the  newspapers.  How- 
ever, if  it  should  be  deemed  necessary  and  proper, 
I  have  not  a  particle  of  doubt  that  our  proceedings 
can  be  vindicated  from  every  aspersion  which  fie 
or  any  one  eUe  has  attempted  to  cast  on  us. 

No.  9. 
halTnetioM  to  Secrttarit*. 

St.  AoooaTiHE,  OeUibtr  4, 1831. 
Gghtlemeh  :  In  pursuance  of  the  authority 
vested  in  you  by  the  letter  of  appointment  from 
the  acting  Governor  of  East  Florida,  bearing  date 
the  3d  instant,  you  wilt  proceed  to  the  examina- 
tioD  of  the  papers  and  documents  contained  in  the 
boxes  deposited  in  the  public  store-room.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  examination  is  to  separate  those  papers 
which  clearly  relate  to  the  property  of  individual 
citizens  of  this  province,  or  of  the  Iste  GoverDmenl 
thereof,  from  those  which  have  no  relation  thereto, 
but  are  more  properly  the  property  of  the  late 
Oovernmenl  eiolusively.  Under  the  former  de»- 
cription  of  papers  and  documents,  it  is  deemed 
that  the  following  are  embracetL  viz :  The  royal 
or  other  orders,  authorizing  the  Oovetnors  of  this 
province  to  issue  grants  to  individuals  for  lands, 
lolfi,  and  squares ;  the  evidefice  of  iodemtiii};  of- 
fered by  Great  Britain  to  her  subjects  who  might 
leave  their  property  in  ihe  province,  and  retire  lo 
her  lerritory  after  the  cession  to  Spain;  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  Spanish  authorities  calling  on  all 
those  individuals  to  come  and  dispose  of  their  pro- 
perty, or  peaceably  ocenpy  it  within  certain  peri- 
ods, or  the  »me  would  be  confiscated,  and  the  or* 
der  of  confiscation  thereafter;  the  original  records 
of  all  f^nts  made  in  the  province,  either  by  Hii 
Catholic  Majesty,  the  Captain  General  of  Cuba, 
or  the  Governor  of  this  province,  respectively ;  the 
orieioal  records  relating  to  all  trials  and  decisioDS 
emnracing  individual  property,  and  the  original 
records  rdaiioe  to  the  execution  of  wills  and  ad- 
ministration ofestates ;  the  records  of  transfers  of 
property  by  individuals ;  the  archives  of  the  royal 
treasury,  and  of  the  treasurer  of  Ihe  province ;  Ihe 
archives  relating  to  the  properl)^  or  rights  of  the 
corporate  authority  of  St.  Augusiine ;  and,  in  gen- 
eral, all  papers  and  documents  which  clearly  re- 
late to  and  ma?  serve  to  elucidate  ihe  rights  of  in- 
dividuals, or  of  the  late  Government  of  Spain,  and 
which  are  omitted  to  be  hwe  enumerated.  You 
will  make  an  inventory  of  all  these  papers,  and 
will,  in  like  manner,  make  an  inventory  of  such 
papers  as  are  not  embraced  within  the  scope  of 
these  instmctioDs,  which  yon  will  deposite  in  a 
separate  box  or  boxes,  and  mark  the  nme.  After 
having  executed  the  commission  with  which  you 
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are  eharged,  yon  will  rcfiort  the  result  of  your  pro- 
(Wedinti  to  the  commiBsiooeia. 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
JAMES  O.  FORBES, 
EDMUND  LAW. 
To  Messrs.  Bethdne,  Lykch, 
and  Retmoldb,  &attarUt,  fc. 

No.  10. 

Mam,  BeU  and  Forha  to  Mr.  WortMtifftim,  Startup 

and  acting  Governor  of  Eatt  Florida. 

St.  AcanariNB,  Am.  5,  1821. 

Sib:  The  nDdetslg;ned  eomminioiiert,  uodN 
vonr  letter  of  appaiDtment,  dated  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1821,  to  take  ioto  powession  the  records  and 
archires  then  in  the  hands  of  Colonel  CoppiDger 
and  Don  Juan  B.  de  Entral^o,  late  Spaniih  Got- 
aaoi  and  escribano,  in  addition  to  ihe  partial  re- 
port of  their  proceedings,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
followiBK,  aa  a  final  refwrt  of  their  olBeial  eon- 
dact,  and  oftbevecretaries  under  them,  appointed 
(er  tfee  eunoioation  and  s«parMion  of  the  said 
atohirea  and  records. 

Oit  Ike  5lh  of  October,  IBSl,  Farquhar  Bethooe, 
WiUlain  RwDolds,  and  Patrick  Lf  nch,  Baqrs.,  the 
•ecKUries  alluded  to  abore,  attendedj  and  were 
•wora  faithfuUf  to  discharge  the  dunes  of  their 
office.  The  tenor  of  the  oaih,  and  the  oih^r  sub- 
•eqamt  proceedings  thereon,  your  ExcellenCf  will 
find  recorded  in  a  book  used  for  that  jwrpose,  and 
which  acaompanies  this  communicaiioD. 

The  undesigned  continued  to  meet  from  day  to 
day,  for  the  complelion  of  Their  comtnission,  until 
the  23d  of  OctoDcr,  1831,  when  the  eontml^ioii 
would  hare  adjourned,  baring  been  informed  by 
the  Horetaries  that  they  had  fioished  the  ezanMna- 
tioD,  aud  would  report  thereon  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable; but  a  more  ample  ezaminalion  of  box  No. 
3  barios  been  deemed  expedient,  the  undentigned 
•ttesded  with  the  secretaries  until  the  same  was 
examined.  • 

The  undersigned  hare  this  day  received  from 
the  secNiariea  above  named  a  r«port  of  their  pro- 
eacding*,  accompanied  by  registers,  marked  Nos. 
B  and  3 ;  which  report  and  regislen  will  be  sub- 
nkled  to  your  Excellency's  inspection.  By  which 
rc^t  it  ai^iears  that  said  seeretariea  hare  dis- 
eharged  the  eommissioa  with  which  they  woe  ia- 
trasied ;  and  ther egtstef  will  show  your  Eicdleacy 
what  papers  arc  retained  as  coming  within  the 
purriew  of  your  instructions,  as  also  those  papers 
that  arc  to  be  returned  to  the  Spanish  OorerU' 
Ment. 

JOHN  R.  BELL, 
J.  a.  FORBES. 

W.  G.  D.  WOBTBIHOTOK, 

Stertlary,  ^c. 

No.  11, 
JJr.  WorthiTiffton  to  the  ContiaUiioatrs, 

St.  Auodbtine,  Nov.  7,  1821. 
Gehtlehek  :   I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
additional  report  of  the  6th  instant,  on  yesterday 
■T<ning,Mk  the  subject  of  the  records  and  archives; 


and  I  felicitate  yonon^onrcondusion  of  the  diffi- 
cult and  laborious  duties  wbtcb  it  was  deetned  ne- 
cessary to  assisn  to  you,  whieb  you  so  cfaeofnllT 
undertook,  and  so  faiihfullr  hare  discharged,  l 
bare  been  an  eyewitness  of  the  open  and  assido- 
ous  manner  in  which  yoa  conducted  the  inTexti- 
gation ;  and  1  hare  no  doubt,  when  the  Tolmni- 
noua  mass  which  you  hare  transmitted  sfaall  ht 
critieis^,  it  will  jmre  to  be  an  honest  and  aU« 
examination. 

Without  detracting  from  the  other  cotnraission- 
ers,  I  must  be  permitted  to  pay  a  particular  compli- 
ment to  the  president,  who,  dnrrng  the  whole  teds- 
ous  inquiry,  while  the  epidemic  raged  in  the  city, 
with  the  utmost  punctuality  presided  at  the  board. 
I  know  the  rarious  duties  of  Colonel  Forbes,  and 
the  uckneas  of  Mr.  Law,  prerented  thefla  ffiring 
such  full  attendance  as  they  otherwise  woalu  bare 
done.  I  am  perfectly  satined  with  them  and  the 
whole  board.  Yon  will  be  pleased  to  prescDt  my 
respects  to  the  secretaries,  Messrs.  Betnime,  Oay. 
Lynch,  and  Reynolds, for  the  ftilhfal  diacbar^of 
their  duties. 

And  now,  RentJeitaeD,  I  must  be  p^initied  tony, 
QotwitbstaodiQg  the  clamor  whrch  has  been  raised, 
on  a  similar  proceeding,  respecting  the  arcluTes  ii 
PensacoU,  and  eren  against  the  a&ir  bere,  ibii 
yon  hare  conducted  and  finished  this  eommissioD 
in  o  manner  to  challenge  the  apprt^istion  of  erery 
dislDlerested  and  honest  American  in  this  country, 
and  I  hope  even  of  erery  imprejudiced  Spaniard, 
who  posssses  one  spark  of  troe  Casiilian  honor 
and  siDcerily.    With  great  respect,  ic. 

W.  G.  D.  WORTHINGTON, 
Ac'ry  and  adwg  Oot.  of  Batt  Rortde. 

To  John  R.  BEL^  J.  G.  Forbes, 
and  Edmund  Law,  Esqrs. 


LtUtrfioK  0.  WaltM,S, 


y  of  Wat  Florida,  P. 


PBiiaaooLA,  October  99,  ISSl. 

Sir:  Fresamingtbai  tfaePresident  wmild  bede- 
sirous  to  he  informed  of  the  slate  of  a&irs  in  thtt 
province,  I  faara  thought  it  adviMible  tocommani- 
caie  with  the  Department  direct,  not  baring  ret 
beard  of  the  arriral  of  the  Governor  at  Hnriiriile, 
for  whioh  [daee  he  set  out  on  the  8th  inilaBt. 

The  De[»rtiaent  is  alratdy  fidly  infotmed  of 
the  disposition  made  by  General  Jachaon  preriMB 
to  his  depeitufe.  He  was  plettaed  to  iMeg«te  to 
me  the  powers  exercised  by  tfaa  fofUMi  Qoreraor 
of  West  Florida,  accompaoyia|  nreomausaoD 
with  a  letter  of  instfuctiont.  Sine*  Ui  depamirt 
I  have  been  in  the  exeteite  of  Ihaae  fiinetiiHis,  and 
shall  use  my  beat  eiertiDDs  to  justify  the  coafideoee 
of  the  President  and  the  expectations  of  Geneiai 
Jackson, 

Nothing  suggests  itsdC,  at  present,  of  sufficiem 
importance  to  communicate.    All   things  go 
well,  and  the  march  of  the  Government  ' 
able  and  undisturbed. 

The  excitement  occasioned  by  measure*  deenxi^ 
necessary  by  the  Qoremor  is  subsiding,  and,  since 
the  departure  of  the  fipani^  officers,  there  sees; 
(e  be  a  much  greats  dupositioB  on  the  part  of  the 
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Spaoiah  inhabiuiitB  Ui  culti*aie  a  frioiiUr  feeling. 
Notbine  has  been  hearil  ofOeaCTal  Jacuon  tiace 
he  left  ClaiboTiM.    By  this  time  I  think  it  prolMUe 
that  he  hat<  reached  the  Stale  of  TeDaenee. 
I  have  the  hoDor  to  be,  &c. 

GEO.  WALTON, 
Sie'rj/  and  aetiag  Gov.  of  Weit  Florida, 
i.  a.  Adams,  Sm^ry  of  Stat*. 

[Tbe  follawins  aJdjtioDsl  documcnti,  ia  leiatjoa  to 

trBDnclioni  in  the  FtoriJiw,  were  autmeqaenllj  laid 

before  tha  Hoaieb;  the  Catnmjttee  on  the  Judiciir;.] 

DsPARTMEtiT  OF  State, 

Wathingtm,  She  SH,  1821. 
SiB :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  enelow,  for  the  infoi- 
mation  of  the  commiitee,  asreeaUy  to  the  requeit 
contaiaei]  in  ^our  letter  ofthe  lllh  instant,  the 

Epens  of  whieli  a  liit  is  lubjoioed ;  lo  which  will 
added  copies  of  othet  papen  upon  the  same 
•ubject,  (tbe  eatabluhment  of  a  goverainent  over 
tbe  Flondas,)  a*  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared. 
I  am,  &c. 

JOHN  a  ADAMS. 


Gtneral  Jaekton  to  ttu  Secretary  ^  Slate. 

Pe»s*cola,  Jul]/  30,  1821. 

Sir:  I  seize  the  first  notncnt  of  leitmre  I  hare 
been  able  to  obtain  for  more  than  a  monih  lo  lay 
before  you  an  accouut  of  the  comminion  confided 
to  me  in  relation  to  the  Floridas,  and  also  the 
meatares  adopted  for  their  goTernment  until  the 
will  of  ibe  President  be  known. 

In  my  kttera  from  Blakely,  of  the  1st  and  7ih 
of  May,  (duplicates  of  nhicb,  with  accompanying 
documents,  naTe  been  forwarded,)  I  informed  yoa 
of  my  arrival  at  ibal  place ;  of  my  disappointment 
ID  not  bearing  from  tbe  Hornet;  of  my  despatch- 
ing  Messrs.  Brackenridge  and  Bronaugb  with  a 
letter  lo  Governor  Callava ;  and  of  my  eotamoni- 
e«tioD  witb  Monipdier.  1  bad  with  confidenee 
ealeuUicd  on  tbe  arrival  of  tba  Hornet  by  the  1st 
of  May ;  and,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  babituat 
a|wlhy  of  Spanish  functionaries,  I  [bought  it  ad- 
visable, erea  before  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet,  to 


i  Spam 
r  oflerin 
hibit  the  royal  order  and  my 
ceiriog  the  country,  to  asR  inrormatioo  upon 
certain  poiais  which  would  lend  to  expedite  and 
facilitate  sabaequeBi  anangementa.  From  ibis 
teller  (which  has  also  been  forwarded)  it  will  be 
seen  that  be  declined  lo  comply  with  my  req«»i ; 
bat  I  am  well  satisfied  that  this  early  step  had  a 
favorable  operation  tipon  our  subwquent  transac- 
tions. It  drew  from  h'aa  a  promise  thai  the  sur- 
render of  the  country  should  not  be  delayed  by 


bim,  in  case  be  should  be  tbe  person  commissioned 
for  the  purpose ;  and  I  Ibink  it  not  improbaUe 
that  this  meainre  had  also  some  effect  with  the 
Captain  Genera)  of  Cuba.  I  had  received  inti- 
mation, both  at  New  Orleans  and  at  Blakely,  that 
specttlations  were  in  conlemplatua,  to  accompUdi 


which  great  pains  would  be  taken  by  the  parlitt 
concerned  lo  delay  the  surrender  of  the  ceded 
country  I  and,  since  that  period,  I  have  beard  it 
frequently  expressed  as  a  matter  of  surprise  that 
no  atteiii[rt  of  tbe  kind  had  been  made,  at  least  in 
this  question. 

On  the  retom  of  Messrs.  Bronaugb  and  Brack- 
enridge, I  proceeded  to  Montpelier,  having  been 


previously  joined  by  my  aid-de-camti.  Captain 
Call.  On  the  Uib  I  asain  addressed  a  letter  to 
tbe  Governor  of  West  Florida,  which  1  despatch- 
ed by  Captain  Call,  who  was  instructed  to  remain 
at  Fenaacola  uniil  the  arrival  of  the  Hornet,  (fot 
1  still  confidently  hoped  this  could  not  be  delved 
many  days ;)  and  also  authorized  Captain  Call 
to  make  any  preliminary  arrangements  with  tbe 
Governor,  which  he  would  be  wilting  to  enter 
into.  In  iny  letter  to  bim  of  the  Iltb,  after  ex- 
preaaing  my  regret  at  his  not  considering  bimsdf 
authorized  to  give  tbe  information  1  had  aahed,  I 
informed  him  that  ordera  had  been  given  to  pro- 
vide transportation  for  six  hundred  men,  with  sup- 
plies for  their  voyage ;  that  the  same  wis  then 
ready,  and  would  sail  for  Pensacola  on  the  first 
flotincation  of  the  receipt  of  tbe  royal  order  at 
that  place.  In  doing  this,  my  intention  was  to 
deprive  him  of  all  excuse  on  the  score  of  his  not 
havioc  had  sufficient  time  to  make  bis  prepara- 
tions tot  qnitting  the  coontry.  I  had  previonsly 
informed  him  of  tbe  assDrances  of  the  Spanish 
Minister  at  Washington  that  do  delay  Hhould  be 
experienced  in  the  surrender  of  the  F'loridas,  and 
which  I  now  took  occasion  to  repeat.  After  stating 
the  unpleasant  sitoaiion  in  which  the  American 
troops  were  ;daced  in  tbe  interior,  I  proceeded  to 
inform  him  that  two  public  vessels,  the  Shields 
and  the  Amelia,  were  then  at  anchor  in  Mobile 
bay,  with  sopplies  for  Pensacola  and  St.  Mark's, 
and  proposed  to  make  a  denosite  of  the  supplies 
intended  for  our  troops  at  tbe  former  place ;  and 
also  rcqttested  to  be  informed  whether  it  would 
meet  bb  wishes  to  have  the  troops  of  Spain  brought 
from  St.  Mark's  to  Peasacola,  as  a  preparatory 
measure  to  the  surrender  of  the  country,  so  that 
all  the  Spanish  offieeis  and  soldieta  might  sail 
together  under  the  same  convoy.  This  was  in- 
tended to  render  the  evaeoaiion  more  conveoieat 


serious  doubts  of  the  speedy  arrival  of  the  Hornet, 
and  thought  that,  if  a  prdiminary  arrmiKement  of 
this  kind  could  be  made,  time  might  lie  saved. 
The  Goveraois  in  his  reply  ofthe  loth,  consented 
to  the  iwoposai  of  making  a  deposite  of  the  provi- 
"~  for  the  American  troops,  approved  of  tbe 
"-'  reapeetiDg  the  transportation  of  tbe  troops 


proponal n 
fiom  SL  % 


to  make  any  preiiaiinary  arrangement,  or  do  any 
act  connected  with  tbe  anrrender  of  the  country, 
until  he  should  have  received  orders  from  his  su- 
periors. Tbe  vend  accordingly  sailed  for  Pen- 
sacola,  and  the  provisions  were  placed  in  deposite 
at  that  place.  It  may  be  well  here  to  observe, 
that,  at  8  sulneqaent  period,  ibe  Governor  thought 
proper  to  claim  the  beaefit  of  the  propoaal  to  bring 
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was  acceded  lo  by  me  from  a  wish  lo  deal  with  him 
in  the  most  liberal  and  g^Deroua  manner,  at  tbe 
same  time  that  I  was  determiaed  to  permit  ao  idle 
and  usetess  delaj'. 

Nearlytwo  weeks  had  elapsed  after  the  departure 
□f  Captain  Call  without  hearing  a  word  of  (he 
Hornet  The  anziety  which  1  experieaced  can 
be  more  readily  imagined  than  expressed.  Witb- 
oQispeabtD^of  my  own  situatioa,  and  that  of  my 
family,  which  are  extremely  u  a  comfortable,  1 
befan  to  entertain  serious  apprehensions  that 
there  was  no  iotemion  to  sorreodei  the  couniry 
before  the  33d  of  Aagust.  During  this  painful 
atate  of  suspense,  many  rumors  were  afloat,  and 
how  fai  well  or  ill  founded  it  was  impossible  for 
me  to  say.  I  was  utterly  unable  to  conjectuie  the 
cause  of  the  delay  of  Colonel  Forbes  j  it  appeared 
to  me  (hat  a  few  days  would  have  sufficed  for 
the  iransmission  of  the  royal  order  to  the  Floridas ; 
■ad  I  took  it  for  granted  that  if  any  considerable 
delay  was  likely  lo  be  experienced  in  procuring 
the  archtTes,  a  person  conld  be  left  to  receive  them, 
in  order  to  accomplish  the  more  important  object 
of  obtaining  immediate  possession  of  the  ceded 
territories.  On  an  BtientiTe  examination  of  ibe 
stipuiatloat  of  the  treaty,  I  was  satisfied,  in  my 
own  mind,  that  the  fierenth  article,  relating  to 
the  transportalion  of  the  Spanish  officers  and 
troops,  and  the  evacuation  of  the  places  occupied 
by  Inem,  was  a  difierent  mailer  from  the  suireu- 
der  of  the  sovereigoty  of  the  country,  as  stipa- 
laled  under  the  second  article  of  the  treaty, 
and  for  which  do  specific  time  was  appointedj  anil 
therefore  to  date  from  the  exchange  of  rattfica- 
tions.  This  consiruclion  was  confirmed  by  the 
stipulationt  on  the  subject  of  dniies,  by  which  the 
twelve  years  privilege  granted  to  Spain  was  to 
commence  three  months  after  the  rati&catioD,  and 
the  provision  (whicb,  under  a  construction  diSer- 
ent  from  that  1  have  given,  wonld  bave  been  en- 
tirely unnecesKBty)  that  the  duties  collected  by  the 
Spanish  custom-house  officers,  from  the  time  of 
the  exchange  of  tiltficaiions  until  the  surreoder, 
might  be  retained.  The  circumstances  attending 
■he  treaty,  although  not  appearing  on  the  face  S 
it,  I  was  satisfied  ought,  in  good  conscience  and 
in  truth,  to  place  the  date  of  its  ratification  on  the 
p«rl  of  Spam  as  far  back  as  October  last.  These 
were  coDvideraiJons  which  I  kept  in  reserve,  to  be 
acted  on  only  in  com  of  the  most  urgent  necessity, 
having  set  out  with  a  determination  to  carry  the 
treaty  into  effect,  if  possible,  in  harmony  and  good 
wilt.  I  was  also  determined,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
ro^al  order,  to  permit  no  usMess  delay,  as  T  con- 
ceived thai  af>er  this  the  termination  of  the  busi- 
ness was  left  to  Colonel  Callava  and  myself,  (our 
respective  Governments  having  confided  it  to  us,) 
and  I  was  determined  that,  on  such  event,  nothing 
should  be  wanting  on  my  pan. 

On  the  20th  Captain  Call  returned  to  Montpe- 
lier  in  company  with  Mr.  Thompson,  who  brought 
me  the  first  certain  information  of  the  Hornet. 
Mr.  Thompson  was  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from 
Colonel  Forbes,  (to  which  I  refer  yon,)  which, 
"'"'"■"'"  '  '  '  '  gsatislactory,  together  with 
Thompson  tnal  the  Hornet 


would  probably  have  sailed  in  a  few  dayt  ifn 
his  departure  from  Havana,  served  in  Kmemru- 
ure  to  remove  the  oneasiness  1  had  eiperieactd,  1 
began  to  «ntertain  a  hope  that  the  loD|eipecitd 
vessel  miKht  at  last  arrive.  In  aniicipitKiDDfiiii 
event  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Colonel  Gadsden,  vlu 
had  shortly  before  reached  Pensacoli,  ud  tf 
pointed  him  a  confidential  agent  to  reside  *t  liu 
place,  and  for  the  purposes  expressed  in  oiy  lelut 
to  him  of  the  31st  of  May,  lo  whicb  1  refer  tin. 
Having  occBHJon  for  the  services  of  Coloori liit 
den  near  me,  I  transferred  his  powers  Id  CapuLii 
Call,  nnd  was  joined  by  ibe  former  at  Man l^jer. 
On  the22d  I  addressed  a  teller  to  Major  FiDtiig, 
the  officer  commanding  st  Fort  Qaosdeo,  giTJiif 
the  necessary  orders  for  the  taking  possessioii  a^ 
occupation  of  St.  Mark's;  to  whien  loiiniibo 
refer  you,  as  more  fully  explanatory  of  tfaevrug» 
menu  made  wiib  a  view  to  that  openlion. 

From  this  period  uatil  I  addressed  you  niTleiin 
of  the  30ih  of  May,  I  remained  at  HonipJia,  is 
the  same  uQceriainiy,  and  with  unceasiae  »litt- 
tude.  Reports  reached  me  that  Captain  Rnd  of 
the  Hornet  hod  tkUta  a  victim  to  the  clioiK  of 
Havana,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  iIm  cm 
were  unfit  for  duly.  My  letter  of  the  9l)i  of  Jddi 
will  show  the  painful  anxiety  which  I  feliiliui[i| 
this  period,  not  a  little  heightened  by  the  ladsiiie 
of  my  health.  I  prepared,  in  the  mean  lime,  to 
express,  lo  be  despatched  lo  Sl  AogtutiDe,  wii 
instructions  to  Colond  Butler,  and  wrote  bun  ibt 
letter  under  dale  of  the  2d  of  June,  logireluiitbt 
eartietl  information  of  events  in  this  quuin.  I 
was  apprehensive  that  the  vessels  employed  lo 
transport  the  lroo[K  from  East  Florida  woatdluTr 
arrived,  and  occasioned  a  heavv  demump,  u^ 
same  precautions  could  noi  well  be  taken  ibereK 
in  this  Quarter,  where  we  were  morecwTnini 
to  the  place  at  which  the  transports  weir  lo  1* 
procured. 

I  had  almost  given  up  all  hope  of  tfaearrinit^ 
the  Hornet,  when,  si  last,  I  was  informed  )ijts- 
press  that  she  had  arrived  at  Pcnioeola  M  <^ 
evening  of  the  9lh  of  June,  atier  bavmg  beta  de- 
tained six  weeks  in  Havana  for  reasons  vhlckn 
me  .ttill  remain  anaceounted  f<H'.  A  leiier  frm 
Colonel  Forbes  was  brought  by  the  lameupitK 
informing  me  of  his  arrival  at  Pensacoli,  in  eon- 
pany  with  Don  Alba,  a  commisnoner  on  the  put 
of  Spain.  1  refer  you  to  this  letter,  tad  unssfJt- 
ply,  dated  the  lllb.  1  could  not  but  remiA  «iii 
some  surprise  that  ihs  order  of  the  CsMiia  0«m- 
ral  was  tor  the  delivery  of  West  Florida  to  Colo- 
nel Forbes,  as  commissioner  on  Ihe  paii  of  ^ 
United  Slates;  this  was  owing  lo  a  mistake,  C<iio- 
nel  Forbes  informs  me,  which,  although  dbwf- 
eted  before  the  sailing  of  ihe  Hornet,  could  notM 
corrected  for  ihe  want  of  time.  The  leoglh  oj 
time  which  elapsed  from  the  date  of  the  order  ut 
the  sailing  of  the  Hornet  is  a  ciicamstanee  vhico, 
I  must  confess,  I  do  not  clearly  nndentand.  1'  >■ 
by  no  means  accounted  for  by  the  ddiy  in  F| 
Goriag  the  archives;  alt  that  could  be  procDiH 
were  a  few  extracts  from  the  Ireatr  of  1TS3,  (c 
Iween  Spain  and  Oreat  Britato,  and  which,  Iprt 
BUme,  is  to  be  had  in  any  conuntm  libnry.    '* 
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iDapoEtut  papers  nlatiag  to  the  gnnts  of  land  in 
Uua  cowitfy,  bi  well  as  other  dttcDBtenta  diteeilf 
relating:  to  tfap  FtoridBs,  raual  stilt  be  the  subject 
of  negotiaticm  betw«fii  the  respective  Gaaas.- 
attaia.  I  fMbear  to  loake  amy  furlher  renark  on 
this  bead ;  bw  will  tvla  yon  to  ray  letter  of  tbe 
Ultigseat  byexpress  after  my  fMuer  li 


1  the  lellcT  of 
the  12lli  to  QoTernor  Cailava,  baTing  pterioasly 
leceivMl  hia  cooiiBUBicalieo  of  the  16tA,  brou^bi 
to  OM  by  Ci^tBin  Call.  I  expre»eed  my  giaMfi- 
cstioikat  tbepromptinideiKilb  wbieh  be  lud  im- 
parted to  me  iJk  ia£i>riBatt(in  ^  bad  ntomi^  on 
the  anival  of  ihic  Qnaet,  aad  Mas  pka»ed  vjtb 
bis  fnakaess  «n  waiving  any  advMiage.of  the 
order  being  for  tha  aaiicndeT  of  tbe  oountry  to 
Mr.  Fotbee.  To  meet  what  appeared  liberal  with 
eqnar liberality,  I  aeseDted  to  hu  reqUKt  thai  the 
SpanithtraopBebonldbebroiigbtfram  Bt.  Monk's, 
to  beetabBTked  niih  thuKaithisplaae.  Captain 
Call,  wbo  had  been  aotliociBed  to  sake  the  ar- 
imn^Huot  tor  the  eracuation  of  St.  Mark's,  tMd 
been  met  by  the  diffiuilty  antieipated  by  you  in 
rdatioo  to  the  emHruotioik  c^  Km  treaty.  Tbe 
Spaoiah  Oovsnuir  te^aired  a  receipt  for  the  can- 
non and  nunilioas  of  war  left  at  St.  Mark's,  con- 
tending that  the  .farmer  were  not  indudad  under 
the  term  ">rtOloa/<oR."     To  this  proposal  I  ac- 


ments  which  then  suggoited  themeeli  ,  . 

proTe  the  rittfai  of  the  United  Slalea  under  ibe 
seeoad  srWieof  tbe  treaty,  i  also  brought  into 
viewihenMaer  in.whtQh  the eerenlb  article. was 
expr««ed,Mul  tiwlibQial«ontitructiinif»iRaed  upon 
it  by  the  President,  wdec  a  belisf  that  &  ooiistnK- 
tioo  cq^aUy  liheial  mould  bp  ptaeed  bv  Spain  -un 
the  one  bobre  mentioaed ;  and  fiaaUy  ne'tened 
him  to  Captain  Call,  to  whum  1  had  giren,  iany 
letter  of  the  tame  date,  atNhcH'ity  tonaakeapro- 
vinoaal  pmiagcinenl,.ia.oBte  tbeiGo«ernor,  uler 
tbe  Ma<aas  I  had  giran,  shoald  pBTKal  in  hii  oM- 
lUiticiian  of  the  treaty:  tiis  was,  lo  receipt  for  tbe 
cannon  tm.  the  fort^  oa  cosdiiton  that  raceipts 
sh»«ld«la«tegMwn  fdrthe  liaasportalion  fi)railhed 
for  ciril  offioin,  servaDt.%  ttx-,  moA  proTuiois, 
not  provided  fw  bj  tlieexpreos  letler  of  the  seieath 
■iiitle}  giviBgti,aithesMtietine,iii  hedNtiocOy 
u»derstood, ihat  the  Unilcdfitaica  should,  by  no 
act  oC  miM,  be  considered  bb  eb«ndoBing  Ibeir 
right  to  tbe  cwanon  ob  part  of  the  appeadagei  of 
th«  fbita.  An  ioTeniery  of  tbe  raunttionii  d'  war 
embraced  in  their  daim  me  to  be  taken,  and  the 
reoeipt  to  ifecify  that  ihey  had'been.reeeiTed  with 
the  lorti*,  butclaicaed  by  the  Spanish  commission- 
er as  net  inclnded  in  the  cession,  and  to  be  held 
by  the  Amencan  agents,  sabjeel  lo  any  fiuure  dis- 
position wbith  nui^t  be  made  by  the  respectlT'e 
Governmsis;  tbe  Spanish  evntiuasioner  to  re- 
ceipt for  j|>rorisK>nB,,ttaBsp«natian  of  familieii  of 
officers,  civil dffieen,  decern  ihcaaioe-form ;  and  the 
Gtovarnof  was  diaincdy  infonned  that,  in  oa»the 
Spanish  OoTernnMOl  inaialed  upon  ihe  driiTeryof 
th«  »ite,  the  United  Slates  wsiHd  inntt  upoopay- 
17ibCoN.  Ut  Sesb.— 80 


ment  for  ^e  other.  Captain  Call  was  ako  iv- 
stiueted,  in  case  this  proposed  arraDgeiueni  tbwitd 
not  prove  satiafcoiory,  to  refuse  tnospDitaticm  far 
every  thing  not  literally  inclnded  in  the  aerench 
article  of  the  treaty ;  and  at  tbe  s4me  lime  toipeo^ 
te9i«gainst  the  diamanllipg  the  fiats,  as  an  actoa 
the  GoTM-  dot's  own  vespons  ibility,andasaT  iolatioi 
of  the  second  artieleof  the  treaty,  As  an  evidence 
of  my  desire  lo  settle  the  btisiacaa  in  the  cnoatsM- 
is£antiiry  and  amicable  maaner, Captain  CallwM 
instructed  to  comply  with  Ihe  Qovemor's  icfU4t 
for  Iranspormtion  of  two  Beld-^ieaes  from  fit. 
Mark's,  and  some  ordnance  atopo.  In  the  aaiae 
letter,  I  informed  tlte  Governor  of  mf  iuentlo&'to 
move  in  a  few  days  i^to  the  vicinity  of  P«mwo1s. 
I  also  gave  him  lo  uaderstand  that  the  ttanspaalB 
deemed  necemary  bad  been  provided,  and  miglit 
ehoftly  be  ezaeoled  in  Pensaoola. 

On  the  16tn  of  June,  alter  an  uapleamnt  yua- 
ney,  on  account  of  tbe  unusual  raine  which  had 
vrevailed  for  a  oonsideraUe  time,  I  arrived  at  tbe 
nouse  of  Manuel  Gkaizales,  distant  fiAecDimilas 
from  Pensaoola,  where  1  intended  to  wwail  Ae 
arrival  of  the  lro(»s,  aitd  to  Nmam  UDiil  I  bad 
officially  announced  to  ibeGovMxdr  my  entraaoe 
into  the  Floridas  for  tbe  purpoaeof  receivins'  pu- 
sesaiiin,  aa  oomausiiioner  on  tile  part  of  (heUuitad 
Stales.  On  the  day  of  my  artiral  at  Mbnaal'^  J 
wrote  lo  the  Governor,  by  Colonel  Gaditden,  IS- 
forming  ium  of  my  arrival  at  thai.pljiB«,|iHtMntf 
to  aeeon^ilish  the  object  of  my  comnisaion.  I 
exjKeswd  a  wish  .that  a  pMiod  as  eaily  at  pcisnUe 
might  be  concluded  on,  lo  our  motual  conreniaBOe, 
when  we  might  meet,  exhibit  oiu  oredaniials,  offi- 
cially recognise  each  other,  and  enter  on  the  ids- 
ties  of  OUT  reipeclive  cemmisnons.  1  slated  tfcu 
Colonel  Oadsoen  was  auiberined  by  me  to  lake 
chalge  of  any  communicatioas  from  him.  and  lo 
coooert  the  arrengenteota  coonecicd  with  tnafivo^ 
Dsition  made.  On  the  same  eveniM  i  iaeeiv«d« 
hwg  letter,  dsted  ^n  that  day,  from  uie  QoveeiMr, 
in  anawer  to  ntine  on  tbe  aabject^f  the  cnutrM- 
tion  of  the  treaty,  with  a  ^w  linai  on  the  envel- 
ope, informing  me  that,  hut  for  his  ill  etata  «f 
Maitb,  he  would  have  doae  bimeelf.  tbe  pteaanre 
of  waiting  on  me  in  pwaoD.  My  rejpty,  da^  tbe 
17lh,  comtaiiu  a  brief  rnfotaucn  of  his  («MOniDg, 
ajid  an-aprcssion  of  my  unwiUingoesstoindnee 
him  to  depart  from  tlupoutive  instrMtioos-wbioh 
he  infbnned. me  heba^  reeaived.  looaalB^adby 
obterving  that,  whta  I  afaonld  havK  ibc  pluf  B 
of  seeing  him  personally,  1  should  hope  to  mate 
an  artaapment agreeably  to  the  inatrwtlons  gu«n 
to  Caplam  Call,  and  which  he  had  communisaad 
to  him,  and  which  wilt  refer  tbe  inbjeet  of  A&r- 
enoe  to  be  adjusted  by  oor  re^eciire  GoveiM- 

The  situation  of  the  troops,  now  eneanped  near 
Uaouel's,  was  ii^eonvenienl,  on  acoomil  of  tbe 
disiancc  from  their  supplies.  There  wore  many 
reasoB.s.i^rongl]'  requiring  tliai  the  AaaericaB  flag 
shonld  be  hoisted  in  Pensacoia  without  dekf; 
AmcBican  vessels  were  Brriving.aod  were  eaip«elM 
to  arrive,  wbieb  bad  »«iled  from  potts  of  tha  Uni- 
ted Stales  under  the  faith  ef  the  expeoied.annn- 
der,  and  whiefa  wotild  be  exposed  to  the  paymat 
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of  heavy  duties,  ikrotufa  ihe  means  of  lo  aibilrarjr 
rtiuation;  lber«  haa  been  a  great  increaae  of 
Araeriean  population,  and  whicD  wu  augm eating 
every  day;  and  the  scate  of  ihtaga  incident  lo  a 
eouQtry  so  nearly  on  the  poinl  of  being  iraDsferred 
forever  lo  the  dominion  of  another  nation  may  be 
leadily  conceived ;  added  to  all  thii  the  neglect  of 
ihe  police,  which  I  was  informed  existed  m  Pen- 
Hcola,  and  attention  to  which  is  so  importani  to 
a  place  that  must  be  indebted  to  this  circiinutance, 
perbaes,  more  than  to  any  other,  for  its  future 
^wtn.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  1  author- 
ised Colonel  Qadsden  to  make  ibc  proposition 
mentioned  in  his  Inter  of  the  18th,  in  the  hope  that 
it  might  possiUy  mc«t  the  approbation  of  Qov- 
mwrCallavB,  but  without  intending  to  insist  upon 
it.  From  the  other  part  of  Colonel  Gadsden's 
letter,  it  will  be  seen  tual  it  was  my  wish  that  a 
lime  aad  place  might  be  designated  at  which  we 
might  meet,  recognise  each  other,  and  enter  on 
the  bnaineas  of  our  respective  commissions.  A 
misai^rsheaEioD  occurred  on  this  subject,  which 


as  I  ibougbt  I  bad  a  right  to  expect,  and  not  being 
Tuitcd  by  the  Governor,  or  any  of  his  officers,  t 
owcliided  to  rcsnaiD  wita  my  family  where  1  was ; 
wad,  aa  tbe  Ooremor  had  offieially  recognised  me 
M  eommissiiMker,  I  resolved  to  carry  on  the  pre- 
paratory negotiation  by  means  of  my  staff. 

I  received  another  letter  from  the  Oovenior  on 
the  19ih,  ttwether  with  his  letter  to  Colonel  Oads- 
den.  1  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  the  day  fol- 
lowing, in  which  t  enter  into  a  full  and  explic4i 
aUtement  of  what  I  conceived  lo  have  been  mis- 
OBdenlotHJ.  In  the  courae  of  that  communica- 
tion, after  enumerating  Home  of  the  more  urgent 
reasons  on  my  part  for  obtaining  a  speedy  duiv- 
cry  of  West  Florida,  I  requested  him  to  state  in 
how  many  davs  after  the  arrival  of  the  troops 
from  St.  Markka  he  would  be  pr^ared  to  evacu- 
ate the  Floridas.  I  mentioned  the  circomstance 
of  one  of  the  transports,  the  Anna  Maria,  hav- 
ing arrived  some  time  before;  the  Cora  having, 
unlortnnalety,  been  cast  away  near  the  Balize,  but 
that  proDipt  measures  had  been  taken  to  remedy 
Ihe  misfortune.  In  the  same  communication  1  in- 
formed the  Oorernor  of  the  appointment  of  Major 
Blanton  to  discharge  the  duties  attendant  on  the 
banaportalion  of  the  Spanish  troopa,  and  to 
cooemt  tbe  necessary  measures  for  their  comfort. 
In  the  concluding  observations  of  my  letter,  I 
legretled  the  existing  difference  respecting  the 
Bonatruction  of  any  articles  of  the  treaty,  the  stip- 
ulations of  which  we  were,  in  part,  commissioned 
to  execute.  I  received  on  the  38d  the  Governor's 
letter  of  that  date,  together  with  the  oneoftbeSOlh, 
enclosing  several  pri^Msitions  relaiiitg  to  prelim- 
inary arrangements  for  [he  surrender  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  fortifications  of  Baranca».  In  the 
latter  of  the  22d,  be  informed  me  that  Don  Alba 
was  merely  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  the 
Captain  General,  and  clothed  with  no  official 
character  in  relation  to  the  Floridas,  and  declared 
kimaelf  to  be  commissioner.  He  waived  theez- 
Jubilion  of  my  commission  for  the  {vesent,  but 


requeifed  an  attested  copy ;  which  -wws  accord- 
ingly sent,  in  reply  to  Toy  request  of  aiyointin 
a  day,  af^er  tbe  arrival  of  the  troops  from  St 
Mark's  for  the  d^very  of  West  Florida,  b«  suitd 
that,  as  soon  as  the  garrison  of  Appalachc  shooU 
reach  Petisacola,  and  tbe  iranspnia  sboold  kt 
ready,  be  considered  four,  or  nz  days  at  the  ni- 
most,  as  sufficient  for  the  delivery  of  it,  and  lie 
embarcation  of  the  equipage,  troopB,  and  otba 
individuab ;  whence  he  declared  that  1  migbi 
now  consider  the  lime  solicited  by  me  to  be  fixed. 
The  subject  of  tbe  artillery  was  again  tooebed 
upon  in  his  letter,  when  1  had  flattered  myself 
with  a  hope  that  it  had  been  well  understood  and 
settled.  The  artillery  and  its  appendages,  be  in- 
formed me,  could  not  be  suhnitted  to  aay  kiad  of 
compromise;  soch,  at  least, 
given  to  the  Spanish 
tarlo  a  »ngvna  cow  d>  CT»apnwii'»a.  Not 
surprised  at  what  appeared  to  me  little 
equivocaticn,  on  the  receipt  of  it  I  expci  ~ 
small  degree  of  mortificatton.  1  called  npaa  Cap- 
tain Calf  for  his  repmt  whethM  iie  bad  bm  cem- 
monicated  to  Governor  Callava  my  iDstraeuoas 

Siven  him  in  relation  to  this  subject ;  aad,  imme- 
iately  upon  receiving  bis  rMoit,  (to  which  1  beg 
to  refer  yon,)  I  addressed  to  Qoveraor  CoUava  my 
communication  of  the  23d,  in  which  I  deemed  k 
necessary  to  recapitulate  what  I  bad  aid  on  the 
subject  of  the  construction  of  tbe  second  and  sev- 
enth articlesof  tbe  treaty ;  and  in  oidec  to  pteveot 
any.  future  misunderstanding,  1  reduced  tbe  sub- 
ject to  these  two  distinct  propositiotw: 

1st.  That  an  inventory  of  tbe  ooaiMia,  mtuiilioii^ 
of  war,  Ae.,  belonging  to  the  forti£eatioDs  ceded, 
sboold  be  taken,  and  si^ed  by  tbe  proper  offieert 
authorized  to  do  so,  with  a  remark  that  ^id  caa- 
non,  ordnance,  Ac,  were  claimed  by  him,  bat  left 


them  by  oar  respective 


„myV , 

whicn  might  be 
Gtovemmeuts. 

3d.  That  an  inventory  of  the  traimiortatian  of 
families  of  offimrs  and  servants,  aod  peovisioa* 
placed  on  board  of  the  transports  for  Ibc  aapfiy 
of  the  troops  oa  thdr  royage,  ^oald  be  made  oat 
and  certified  br  him  as  nHnished  by  toe. 

I  observed  that  these  were  the  prapoauioaa  te 
which  I  had  supposed  he  bad  aaaenled,  and  thai 
they  corrasponded  with  the  instraeiioBa  giTca  H 
Captain  Call.  I  had  now  hoped  the  sahgcci  wa> 
uaderstood  and  at  rest.  In  the  Govcnor^  icflv 
of  ihflSStk,  be  acknowledges  himaeir  to  beWefi 
acquainted  with  tbe  tenor  of  tbeaartisrianwbick 
it  embraces,  and  particularly  wita  that  part  whieb 
relates  to  the  artillery ;  he  declaras  that  bo  bh^ 
take  eould  have  o'ccnrred  in  the  aeeovat  girea  bf 
him  to  the  Minister  of  His  Catholic  Majesty  ai 
Wa^ington';  and  in  the  concluding  part  oT  hi> 
letter  he  observes,  ibai  no  objcotJon  or  rcmart 
offers  itself  to  giviag  toe  a  certificate  aetttng  foru 
tbe  number  of  persons  transported,  aad  of  tbe  pu- 

bad,  at  the  same  time,  taken  place-  reopeciiag  thi 
tratumission  to  St.  AiMUstine  of  tbe  naMssary 
orders  for  the  detinry  of  that  place.    I  rcAr  you. 
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also,  tg  my  letter  to  QdoDel  Poib«9,aDd  bis  irplv. 
The  Ira^h  to  which  this  commuiiicatioii  hu  m,- 
ready  b^D  hurt  oid  ably  drawn  out  preeludesoie 
from  malcing  aoy  remark  Rl  pre*eDt  on  this  busi- 
ness. This  ciicuDutance,  however  added  to  the 
necessity  of  despatehiBg  Colonel  Chdsdeii  to  Si. 
Augustiue;  tad  preparatory  lo  this,  1  prepared 
the  letter  to  Coloael  Butin,  the  commisBioo  to 
Mr.  Wocthingtoa,  aid  letter  lo  that  gentleman, 
wiih  other  document*  lefened  to,  and  of  which  I 

Kve  an  aeooant  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26tb  of 
ne.  In  thai  letter  vou  will  perceive  my  dndei- 
standiog  respecting  ine  proTisional  arrangement, 
on  the  subject  of  ibe  dbpated  articlee  of  the  treaty, 
clearly  and  fnlly  eipreesed.  I  refer  you  lo  the 
corrtepondenee  between  the  Qorernor  and  myself 
previoni  lo  that  date,  and  after  the  25tb.  This 
tedious  length  of  eorreBpondence  in  settling  so 
many  matters  of  detail,  as  well  as  of  greater  im- 
portance, was  what  1  nad  not  expected,  and,  in 
the  then  state  of  my  health,  was  extremely  fa- 
tiguing. In  my  letter  of  the  28lh,  1  eipressed  mv 
satisfaetion  that  we  had  not  mtsunderstood  encn 
other  on  the  sabjeet  of  the  artillery,  Ac.  &c.  By 
good  fortune,  when  mnch  *l  a  loss  for  a  mode  of 
coDveyance  for  Cohnel  Ctadsdeo,  ibe  extraordi- 
nary rains  baring  rendered  the  paasage  across  the 
country  almost  impraetioable,  the  United  States 
schooner  "Revenge"  entered  this  port,  and  was 


the  Governor  in  his  behalf,  solicited  a  pessBge; 
but,  on  beinc  informed  that  the  vessel  wax  ex- 
tremely small,  having  bnt  one  bertb,  which  the 
commBsder  had  given  up  to  Colonel  Gadsden,  I 
could  not  consent  Colonel  Forbee,  however,  em- 
harked  without  my  consent,  kuowlrdge,  or  appto- 
balion. 

I  refer  yon  to  my  letter  of  the  Isi  of  July  for 
several  {wcliminary  amngeoieats  proposed  and 
acceded  to  respecting  the  preparation  of  thepro- 
dt  tvriof ;  tfe  ceremony  to  be  observed  in  chang- 
ing the  Hag}  aitd  the  appoiatmmt  of  Messrs.  CaO, 
Bronaugh,  md  Bracfcenridfe,  to  unite  with  the 
like  ntimber  of  pasoos  lo  be  appointed  by  the 
GovenoT,  10  examine  and  compare  the  inren- 
tories  of  archivea  and  public  boUdincs  and  pro- 
perty. H^r  Blanion  had  been  appointed  for  the 
some  service  in  redation  to  the  artillery,  and  tbe 
taking  of  the  invenlory  and  receipt  for  tbe  pro- 
visions and  bunsporlation  at  civil  oSceni  dtc. 

By  letter  of  the  3d  of  Joly,  1  eommunicated  lo 
the  Governor  the  arrival  of  laie  ship  "  Lncy  Ann," 
cfaarteredin  the  room  of  Ihe  "Cora,"  I  intimated 
that  1  hoped  no  delay  would  oc^ur,  on  the  arrival 
of  Ibe  vcbmI  frran  8t.  Mark's,  of  the  embarcation 
of  the  Spanish  troops,  Ac,  on  board  tbe  trans- 
ports then  ready,  and  the  surrender  of  the  country ; 
ibat  the  veas^  were  under  a  heavy  demurrage; 
and  that  I  relied  on  bis  pledge  that  no  unneeea- 
sary  delay  would  be  permitted  on  tbe  arrival  of  the 
transports.  The  accident  of  tbe  loss  of  Ihe  Cora, 
and  the  unusual  detention  of  the  vessels  from  SL 
Mark's,  by  eontrary  winds  bad  already  given  the 
Gh>vemormueblonger  time  than  he  could  poHiUy 
have  ealcnlated  on  when  he  gave  me  the  i^ed^  al- 


ready mentioned.  Eretv  day  which  now  passed 
was  so  much  gained  on  tne  oiiiet  side,  ind  a  heavy 
expense  to  the  United  States.  losteaJ  of  three  « 
fonr  days,  the  usoal  voyage  from  St.  Mark's  to 
this  place,  the  vessels  were  detatned  by  advene 
winds  thirtcM  days,  and  at  length  arrived  at  Pen- 
sacola  on  the  morning  of  tbe  9th  of  July.  This 
event  I  communicated  without  loss  of  time  to  the 
Govemw,  by  my  letter  of  the  9tb.  and  nqoatad 
him  to  appoint  a  day  for  tbe  delivery  of  West 
Florida,  with  the  fortren  of  St.  Mark,  according 
lo  tbe  •greemrot  previously  catered  into  between 
us.  1  bad  been  mremilling  in  my  endeavors,  as 
1  think  will  fully  appear  by  the  correBpondeac^  to 
leave  nothing  aoaettled  on  Ihe  arrtraJ  of  the  vea- 
sels  from  St.  Math's,  so  as  to  permit  no  poeuble 
excuse  for  delay )  as  tbe  Hornet  bad  been  here  a 
month  already,  owing  to  the  nnlooked-fbr  lot*  of 
Ibc  Cora,  and  the  extmordinary  nevakoce  of 
westerly  winds,  which  prevented  the  arrival  of 
tbe  veesels  just  mentioned.  For  my  correnond- 
ence  with  Major  Fanning,  I  also  refer  to  the  ac- 
companying documents,  i  also  send  yon  a  copy 
of  tbe  order  issued  by  me  to  Colonel  Brooke,  pre- 
paratory to  the  march  of  the  troops  to  Gtlvcs 
spring.  My  intention  of  moving  to  some  con- 
venient spot  near  Pcnsacola,  immedialely  befixe 
taking  poMeasioQ  of  West  Florida,  had  already 
been  intimated  to  tbe  Governor,  and  anented  to. 


following  he  would  name  a  dsy,  in  conformity 
with  his  pledge.  But  on  the  day  following, 
to  my  astonishment,  he  ioformed  me,  by  hu 
letter  of  the  lltb,  ibai  on  Saturday  the  Ulh  he 
would  inform  me  whether  ihr  surrender  shooild 
be  made  on  the  Monday  or-Tondny  following— 
both  of  these  days  being  beyond  the  latest  period 
fixed  ui>on  for  tbe  dclitery.  I  confess  I  couM  not 
iMt  feel  considerable  irritation ;  for  it  aeemed  to 
me,  that  if  1  permitted  him  to  disr^ard  his  {dedge 
at  will  io  one  particular,  ibere  was  no  knowing 
what  was  next  to  follow.  I  was  disappointed  in 
what  1  had  confidently  expected,  and,  under  tbeee 
feelings,  addressed  bim  my  letter  of  Ihe  13tb  of 
Jolv.  The  troops  had  marched  the  day  bflTora  lo 
Galvez  spring,  and  were  on  that  da*  joined  by 
me  at  that  place.  To  tbe  Oovemor's  letter  of  the 
13ib,  and  my  teply  of  the  same  date,  I  must  beg 
leave  to  refer  you.  I  sincerely  rcgreued  ibe  un- 
pleasant feeling  occasioned  by  tbe  eirconutanee  I 
have  detailed  ;  but  I  acted  nnder  a  sense  of  duty 
and  a  firm,  convictioo  of  the  necessity  of  the 
course  pursued.  The  Governor  fixed  on  the  17th 
as  the  day  for  the  delivery,  uneqai vocally,  and 
witbool  reserve.;  and  in  my  letter  of  that  date  I 
advised  you  of  my  having  obtained  possession  of 
West  Florida. 

I  had  reposed  in  the  utmost  confidence,  after 
tbe  friendly  and  satisfactory  meooer  in  which  the 
delivoy  was  made  on  the  iTth,  that  the  business 
waa  finally  closed  in  the  way  I  could  have  desired. 
But  in  this,  1  regret  to  say,  I  have  been  disap- 
pointed. On  the  day  just  mentioned,  all  papen, 
inventori«s  &c.,  were  duly  prepared  for  signaluie 
on  eilbei  side,  excepting  the  inTcntory  and  tacaipt 
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■nder  the  ■Btentb  Wikia  of  Hie  trratr.  Ob  the 
flioniing  of  the  ITtti  Major  Suolon  ikfoimed  hm 
that  iie  had  bcaa  waiMd  on  hy  Mr.  Grant,  tbe 
Ga*«raor^  lecMnrj',  who,  on  the  pan  of  the 
O«*f*nor,  Eiaied  tfaar,  from  ill  health  aad  preas 
<if  busioeu,  he  was  ooi  able  lo  amnd  to  the  iaren- 
lory  at  ikat  time,  and  rrqueMtd  that  it  mi^ht  be 
iettmd,  pledgiDg  bitnielf  that  it  ehould  be  made 
«Dtm  ooaibrmftywith  the  af  reenent,  and  satiB- 
bttotj  to  me.  When  this  request  was  reported 
tone,  1  eoDfcBE  1  was  nol  a  little  stHpriHcd  ;  and, 
!■  «fii1«  of  the  high  opiMOD  irhioh  »y  officers 
(nt«Hamed  of  Ooveroor  Calltva,  aod  my  own 
MDCMs  wish  lo  oheiUh  the  nme  opinion,  the  re- 
ooUcciioa  of  tbe  coodact  we  have  ob  w  namy 
o«eaaiom  experieDCcd  ft<nn  Spanish  fiinetionane*, 
«id  partiediirly  tbe  eoadoet  of  Governor  Folk 
tomrd*  U«Mrt.  Bltiaot  and  Hawkini,  reinlei^ 
it  inpomUe  (ot  ne  enrirdy  to  dirett  my  miml  of 
diMrasL  I  bad  oonstaaily  caMiooed  thoae  ander 
myomtersta  beoatheirfMU<d;  aodiOQ  ibi«  oeea- 
aioD,  1  obterved  to  Major  8tantoa,  (who,  it  wfll 
beaeea  bylbe  aeoM&paByin^dooninentojhad  been 
A^y  iDitrneted  on  the  sab^eot,)  that  if  heooald 
place  eonfidence  in  tbe  proDtiws  of  the  Gorentor 
awl  bw  Meteiary,  I  bad  no  objection  to  tbe  isdnl- 
senee.  After  tbe  GkiTeraAt  was  Tentored  to  better 
beattb,  and  wialking  aboot  the  tawn,  I  urged  Ma- 
jor iStanton  to  obtain  tbe  inveMory  and  receipt, 
in  order  that  I  might  close  my  conmunicalioa  to 
4b  OoTcrnment.  After  a  delay  of  soiae  days,  a 
receipt  wa»  preeeDled  to  me,  wbicb,  on  wing 
tramiaied,  J  fovnd,  with  indignation,  to  be  a  aiet- 
ple  acknowledgment  ibai  the  traniportalion  and 
ptovisions  bad  been  furniihed  by  tbe  United 
Siatee  in  compliance  with  the  etipolatiotts  of  tbe 
ie*esin  article  cf  the  treaty.    I  immediately  in- 


Crtnwi,  and  proeure  the  Und  of  receipt  agreed 
upon  in  our  correspondence,  and  wbicb  be  had 
pledged  himself  should  be  given.  After  a  lapie 
of  tea  days,  rbe  note  lo  Major  Sianion  from  Mr. 
Cmcat  w«5  presented  (o  rae,  in  which  I  was  in- 
fonned  iJiat  no  other  rec^l  than  the  one  which 
Ae  Gkivemor  chose  to  <rfler  would  be  gi^ea.  I 
ittiniedtatcly  appointed  Doctor  BronBugb  to  wail 
on  Goternor  Callara,  in  company  with  Major 
Stanton,  amd  demand  a  resoini  in  strict  and  literal 
cMliffttiiy  witb  myletter  ofthe33dof  June,  and 
UKnted  to  in  bis  letter  of  the  S6tb.  I  refer  ^oa  to 
tbe  teport  of  those  e«n(tetDeii,  by  which  it  will 
be  seen  that  be  utterly  refased.  I  then  aditressed 
hiiB  Ay  tetter  of  the  3d  of  Augubt,  declarii^,  rr 
the  most  eiplieit  Toannner,  that,  in  eonsequenct 
of  bia  faitbless  eoDdu«t,  the  receipt  gi»en  by  mt 
for  the  artillery  is  null  and  void, and  that!  sbotild 
90  report  it  to  my  C^ovemment — tbe  execalicn  of 
iheone  being  the  consideration  of  tbe  other.  The 
eondnct  of  Ghjremer  Callava  has  mortified  rae 
exceedingly,  especially  as  I  had  wished  to  think 
well  ot  him,  and  as  he  had  been  uniforinly  r<^n«- 
leQlcd  to  vte  as  a  frank,  boacraMe  soldier.  I  eao- 
not  but  vMw  biB  reftsai,  under  the  cirenmstaiMes 
dttailed,  «9  a  -Mo«t  bMe  and  fiagrant  br«»ob  of 


&ilh.     To  peoratkat  than  could  be  no 
Haading  on  tbe  aoaee  of  mn^tion,  I  beg  li 
to  refer  you  to  tbe  oertuScaie  of  Meivs.  ^nckM- 
idge  and  Rude^ge. 

I  DOW  proceed  to  lay  befon  you  ibe  meaMm 
dopied  by  me  for  tbe  gfmnmuot  erf"  Kait  and 
West  Florida  in  the  best  naMKr  postibte  for  the 
preeent.  la  tbis  proriDce,  the  Got  an  meat,  Sit 
eiery  ^ng  etie,  was  in  a  sale  «f  dimtemberiBcai 
nd  neglect  The  circBmacanee  «f  its  being  oa 
he  ere  of  a  transfer  to  Ibe.UMtBd  BtMea,  oeea- 
sioned  a  total  indifference  and  careleMneas  in  the 
adwiDiatrativn  ol'  all  its  bianefaes.  For  a  mote 
urinate  accuoitt,  I  refer  you  to  ifce  repon  of  Judge 
Braokenridge,  and  to  the  nrdlnanroa  herewith 
mi.  Ac«of  ding  to  the  Spwrnhaebemetrftmni- 
ipal  adminiairatiott,  tbeie  oaght  to  bate  been  ao 
alcalde,  a  judge  de  portido,  a  6»eti,  «  cabiUo,  er 
corporation,  and  algtnxHs,  or  tbeei^  ani  ceaita- 
blea.  At  Penneola,  noae  of  tbcae  effieca  wtn 
filled,  except  that  of  the  alcalde,  who  wu tbe  onlr 
oiTil  proriaeial  ofBcei,  pmperlj]  epcahdag,  ■  WeK 
Florida.  To  limp  along  in  tki*  matiB^  ad  iaa- 
ptrfeet  state,  seemed  (o  me  iaMdevaUe.  On  eon- 
sanation  with  an  amtneM  lawyer  fn»  <Mhu. 
wbo  was  present  at  tbe  ebaage  of  gurtni 
tbere,  and  abo  with  Jadge  BnchenndR  a 
tieman  of  high  legal  aoqwirwiaot^  who  wi 
Louisiana  eome  time  after,  I  renoleed,  witbtn 
going  ai  far  as  I  underMeod  the  Oomnar  MT  that 
proriace  haid  gone,  to  fill  tip  those  offiecc  wbicb  I 
* — ''  Taeant,  and  to  make  sueh  all 


pain,  and  tbe  eitenHoa  of  that  of  tbe  Uaiisd 
es  over  the  country.  The  Swt  oi4lB«Dee  es- 
tablishes the  corporation,  to  which  this  phee 
under  the  Spanish  constitution  is  entitled.  Tbe 
great  acoessioo  of  popalation,  and  tbe  neglect  oi 
the  police  for  tile  last  two  yetus,  enlled  jbr  a  bady 
exchmWely  iatnaqed  win  it*  ai^iariatewieMie. 
Their  powera  oonfann  lo  th«e  which  they  wmdd 
hare  possesied  nadee  the  Spanish  OoftfaienL 
Tbe  inea  which  thay  are  atilhoritvd  ta  lay  bk 
Mch  as  have  been  ueaally  paid,  liw  hoard  oi 
health  was  peenliarly  aeeetaary,  ftain  4he  vial 
importance  to  this  piaee  to  preaarte  lU  eharaete 
for  satubrily.  Tb«  ontsBanoe  idatiiif  4a  the  leg- 
isteriug  the  sames  cf  those  wtu  may  be  deamv 
of  ctaiming  tbe  benefli  of  the  sixth  artide  aiftbe 
treaty  wa»4iKtaied,arat,  by  tiwneowaityrfagrt- 
ing  soeae  eridanee  which  ccMili  be  naad  br  these 
who  were  at  imee  disposed  to  make  tMr  oeetioo 
and  beoome  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  mi 
without  wbicb  they  worid  still  be  i^gar4ti  v 
foreinen;  and,  secondly,  by  the  wapeowiety.  of 
wbicb  I  bad  no  little  expeiienoe  in  Loansiaaa,  c:' 
perMTOs  elaiimng  excmptiOB  as  foragneca,  and  itir 
privileges  of  citizens,  a*  it  sailed  iheir  «mr«- 
nienoe.  The  etftaUishment  af  a  coanty  «ovrt,  k 
adding  foor  juilieeiof  the  peace  u»<he  pacsidae 
judge,  was  with  aviewta  tlw^ice  of  4hceoaaiT~ 
<ai  ttat  ef  tbe  city  was  aatrasted  «a  ih«  taipan 
don,  and  abw  Ifer  tbe  trial  of  ofliaaas  agaiart  tb< 
pubiie  ptaetaod  huwiuaa  ,  "the  ^eaanaMBi: 
and  trial  iiy  jaiy  are  bwi  in  the  eoBMaipiatiaa  u 
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Tmn»aati<mi  4»  Flertih    Otmral  JaAnm. 


,    I  mN  a»  tbat  of  the 

The  ordinaoce  regulating  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  in  civil  cases  rather 
nukvs  kDO*ra  th«  SjffiiiiJsh  ^ocedure  than  estab- 
Ibhes  any  thing  new  to  the  Spanish  laWj  except- 
ing the  pl^mooncing  fltial  judgment  in  puUic  on 
aet  dRys,  anJ  requitinK  the  witnesses  to  givw  eii- 
dcDce  tivn  voet,  when  tbetr  allendaice  can  be  pro- 
cured. The  appointtneat  of  jnsticea  of  the  peace 
was  so  nMessary  m  raeasiire,  parlicntariy  in  the 
remote  senlements,  which  are  rapidly  increasing, 
tiiat  il  seems  scarcifly  necessary  to  say  any  thine 
on  the  subject.  It  mast  be  recollected  that  much 
the  greater  port  o{  the  population  of  this  eonntry 
are  Americans;  that  the  active  commerce  is  car- 
ried on  by  Americans;  and  hence  the  necessity  of 
asshnilaiing  the  present  institntions  to  something 
"which  they  can  nQderstand,  and  of  administer- 
ing the  laws  by  means  of  tribanajs  not  alio- 
e«ther  foreign  to  their  habits  and  feeling.  The 
distance  from  the  Sent  of  Oarennnenl  is  a  great 
tnconvenienee,  as  monihs  mtist  elapse  before  any 
suggested  alterations  can  be  approved  and  nut  in 
operation.  I  believe  the  atTerattons  which  I  have 
made,  nnimportant  ai  they  are,  strictly  con- 
form to  my  inslractions,  ana  are  certainly  indis- 
pensaUe,  untemt  all  ciril  goremment  should  be 
suspended  for  the  present.  Colonel  Butler  informs 
me  that  the  municipal  organizstion  was  more 
complete  at  Bt.  Aagusline;  that,  besides  the  al- 
calde, there  were  a  judge  and  a  cabildo,  or  corpo- 
ration :  but  lilile  change  will  therafore  be  neces- 
sary in  that  rioarter.  The  commission  under 
which  I  act  does  not  define  my  powers ;  and,  I  as- 
sure you,  I  am  not  a  little  at  a  loss  when  left  to 
collect  them  from  the  nature  of  the  office.  Jadg- 
ia^  from  the  practic*  in  Spanish  colonies,  the 
Viceroy,  or  Captain  General,  possesses  legislative 
as  well  as  executive  powers  over  the  provinoes 
pbced  under  his  government,  O'Reilly,  in  Lotiisi- 
ann,  of  his  nwn  authority,  inirodoced  the  Spaniish 
law,  and  established  inbunals  eitacily  modelled 
after  those  at  Sfpain.  But,  according  to  the  de- 
crees [lassed  under  the  constitution,  those  officers 
are  strictly  confined  to  the  exercise  of  military  and 
executive  or  political  power ;  and  the  Intendants 
are  esehisively  intrusted  with  the  superintendence 
of  the  revenue  and  public  property  r  the  former  is 
excepted  by  the  act  of  Congress.  In  this  uncer- 
Cain^j  1  have  contented  myself  with  merely  or- 
eanizm^  a  Qorerirment  from  the  materials  al 
band,  with  as  little  change  as  possible;  promd- 
sating  the  same  by  way  of  ordinaiice,  in  order 
tkat  the  peonle  may  have  Kome  knowledge  of  the 
system  to  which  they  must  conform.  These  ordi- 
nances 1  now  transmit  for  the  approval  of  the 
Pfesidmi. 

Prom  the  report  of  Judge  Brackenridge,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  only  public  documents  or  arehives 
delivered  over  are  those  which,  in  the  first  pli 
belong  to  the  notarial  office,  consisting  of  transfers 
of  land  from  individuals,  powers  of  attorney,  pro- 
tests, wills,  and  other  acts,  which  in  Spanish 
countries  appertain  to  the  duties  of  notary.  An 
inTCOtory  of  the  unbound  tooks  containing  these 
act.*  is  trnnsmllted,  giving  the  year  and  number  of 


piages  «f  each  book.  In  pursuatiee  of  my  difee- 
tioBSjtbey  were  marked  by  Messrs.  Call,  Bronaugb, 
and  Braekenridge,  (who  were  appointed  to  com- 
pHe  them  with  the  inventory,)  with  e  letter  of 
the  alphabet,  and  signed,  in  order  that  ibey  may 
b»  identified.  In  the  second  place,  the  arehives 
of  the  alcalde's  office,  and  which  consist  of  ttie 
papers  in  suite,  fh>m  the  year  1761  down  to  the 
pres«Bt tifne,anaflrevery vohiminousi  butmanycf  . 
them,  it  is  sapposed,  hare  been  withdrawn  or  sent 
to  Havana;  aad  ae  there  is  no  docket  or  book 
containing  a  record  of  these  papers,  being  eon- 
sidcred  tb«nulree  as  the  reeonls,  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  detect  any  frand  with  respect  to  them. 
There  are  no  original  nants,  sttrveys,  maps,  or 
a  plat  of  the  city.  It  is  well  known  that  alt 
these  papers  are  at  Havaiw,  in  the  possession -of 
the  late  Surveyor  General  Pintado,  in  whose  (raas- 
cripts  of  tide-papers  1  do  not  think  any  rdiaoce 
'it  to  be  placed.  Having  the  archives  in  his 
possession,  he  gives  aulbeniicaied  copies,  and  states 
himself,  in  thene  certificates,  to  be  duly  authorized 
to  do  BO.  From  tbis  shop  il  is  prooable  that  a 
BBBibH  of  BHch  titles  were  transmitted  te  this 
couniiy  by  the  Hornet.  I  am  confident  that  very 
extensive  frauds  have  been  attempted ;  this  opinion 
is  daily  strengthened  by  observation,  and  Ithink 
it  highly  important  that  persons  of  iat^rity  and 
tnielTigence  should  he  appointed  to  sift  them.  The 
f«iier«  to  obtain  the  archives  at  Havana  will  be 
seriously  felt  by  the  honest  inhabitants  of  the  conn- 
try,  and  wiQ  call  for  more  than  usual  vigilance 
and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Goventtnent  to 
prevent  frauds  in  aiUedaUd  tilla.  The  conduct  of 
the  Captain  General  in  relation  to  the  archives 
but  too  well  confirms  the  opinion  whi^  I  enter- 
tained of  Spanish  functionaries — at  least  so  fat  as 
we  hare  had  any  thing  to  do  with  ihera. 

The  repotf  of  Major  Stanton,  and  the  ioventory 
of  artillery,  Ae.,  receipted  for,  will  show  the  value 
of  ihoM  articles.  Every  thing,  however  wordiless, 
has  been  brought  forward,  in  order  to  swell  that 
inventory  to  an  imposing  magnttadc.  1  am  welt 
satisfied  that,  with  the  exception  of  two  brass 
piecee  al  the  Barancas,  and  two  mortars  and 
three  howitzers,  the  cannon  leftwith  us  issearedy 
worth  possessing.  Tlie  artillery  at  St.  Mark's  is 
literally  worthless ;  and  I  am  lA  opinion  that  die 
value  of  the  whole  does  not  much  exceed  tint  of 
the  extra  transportation  and  the  provisions  which 
have  been  (nrnished,  and  not  expressly  stipulated 
fbr  by  the  treaty.  Major  Stanton's  report  wiil 
also  snow  the  condition  of  the  public  niildings. 
The  Govermnent-hoose  is  in  a  ruinous  state.  I 
intended,  al  first,  to  occupy  it  myself;  but,  on  ex- 
amination, it  was  considered  ansafe.    It  is  a  frame 


buUding,  no  way  remarkable  for  its  si 

J  resent  entirely  out  of  repair,  and  i 
sly  propped  with  unhewn  limber.     It  has  neen 


taken  bj  the  officers  for  quarters,  by  which  there 
has  bc«j  a  considerable  saving  to  the  Govem- 
raent.  The  block-houses  were  the  most  filthy  and 
disgusting  places  imaginable;  bnt,  with  some 
oains,  they  have  been  fitted  up  in  such  a  manner 
aflbrd  quarters  for  the  troops.  The  hospital, 
*■  ■-  '■—  ~  very  ordinary  bntlding,  was  in  a 
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;  but  has  bran  ren- 


conditioD  eqaall;  diuusi 

dercd  fit  for  use  by  tEe  exntions  of  the  officers. 
The  iK'ison  is  in  a  tolerable  sute  of  repair,  but  ii 
a  very  morbaildiDKi  all  the  rest  are  uni  a  habit- 
able. The  barracks  are  said  to  hare  cost  the 
BritiKh  GoTerameut  a  large  sam  of  money.  The 
frame  is  still  sound ;  the  basement  stoiy  is  ot 
brick ;  but  the  doors  and  windows  have  been  toni 
off;  the  loof  is  decared,  and,  in  part,  fallen 
Unless  something  be  done  in  the  course  of  a  few 
months,  it  will  m  necessary  to  puU  it  down,  as  it 
will  become  a  dangerous  nuisance.  The  expense 
of  lepairiog  it  will  not  be  less  than/rom  $12,000 
to  $15,000.    Proposals  hare  been  made  to  me  b; 


six  years.    The  offer  appears  to  me  a  very  advan- 


tageous one  to  the  United  States  j  but,  possessi 
DO  power  to  enter  into  it,  I  could  do  notning  roi 


lIDg 


than  tn  forward  his  proposah  for  the  consideration 

of  the  President,  wiih  a  request  that  — 

may  be  gireu  as  speedily  as  possible. 

In  my  appointments  lo  office,  I  was  debirous  of 
^ving  ilie  preference,  where  I  could,  to  the  old 
mbabitaots  of  the  country.  I  found  that  bm  few 
were  williua  to  accept  any  situation,  from  unwil- 
lingneffi  to  lose  their  riahts  as  Spanish  subjects; 
the  greater  part  haring  oeen  in  some  way  or  other 
connected  with  the  Quvernment,  or  having  pri- 
vate claims  which  might  be  prejudiced  by  doing 
any  act  eviDcing|tbeir  intention  to  become  'Ame- 
rican citizens.  Besides,  it  is  said  that  strong  in- 
ducements are  held  out  by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  those  who  remove.  The  former  alcalde 
was  a  half-pay  officer,  and,  of  course,  could  not 
be  continued.  The  inhabitants  in  general,  I  have 
found  a  sober,  orderly,  peaceable,  and  well-mean- 
ing people.  I  entertam  a  very  favorable  opinion 
oiall  the  Spanish  population,  excepting  of  ench 
as  have  been  employed  by  the  Government,  which 
seema  to  have  had  every  where  the  same  corrupt- 
ing  infiuenc«  over  the  oiinds  and  morals  of  those 
engaged  in  its  administratioo. 

1  have  confined  myself,  in  this  communication, 
to  the  subject  of  my  commission  for  receiving  the 
Floridas,  and  to  the  mere  organization  ol  the 
Government,  reserving fora  future  and  final  com- 
munication the  information  which  I  may  possess 
in  relation  to  the  country  in  geDeral.  The  arrival 
of  Colonel  Butler  from  Bl  Augusiine,  and  whose 
report  is  transmitted  in  another  communicaUon, 
has  happily  enaUed  me  to  close  the  business  of  mv 
commission.  This,  I  hope,  has  been  done  in  sucn 
a  manner  as  to  meet  the  approbation  of  my  Oov- 
eromenL 


QrmmtMioneT  for  rtceivii^  tht  Floridat,  ^e. 

P.  S.  Auocar  U,  1821.— The  foregoing  com- 
munication was  commenced  on  the  dar  of  its 
date,  but  was  delayed  several  days,  by  inaoility  to 
dose  the  business  of  the  inventory  for  the  pro- 
visions, &e.;  and  after,  by  unavoidanle  causes. 

Hon.  J.  a.  Adahb,  SEc'ry  o/  State. 


Pensacola,  July  26,  1821. 
Sir:  Besides  the  Governor  of  West  Florida, 
there  was  but  one  provincial  officer  acttially  ia 
the  exercise  of  any  civil  funetiona:  this  was  ttc 
alcalde,  whose  place  you  have  appointed  me  to 
supply.  The  person  in  the  exercise  of  this  office, 
for  reasons  not  necessary  to  state,  could  not  lie 
continued.  I  have  taken  pains  to  ascertain  the 
duties  of  this  office,  but  lasMireyou  that  it  is  with 
great  difficulty  1  nave  been  able  to  procore  any 
thing  of  a  certain  and  definite  nature.  I  cannot 
speal  positively  with  respect  to  the  duties  and 
powers  peculiarly  and  exclusirel^  belonpngto  the 
office,  tne  extent  to  which  its  juriadtcliOD  or  au- 
thority reaches,  or  the  changes  or  alterations  made 
by  the  constiiulion, and  decrees  passed  inpnrsuaaee 
of  it.  The  alcalde  here  has  acted  ax  notary  pub- 
lic ;  as  chief  of  the  police,  be  exercised  &  crunioal 
iurisdiciLon,  but  of  what  nature  I  do  not  euctly 
know.  He  was  superintendent  and  inspttlM  of 
the  prisons,  and  performed  the  duties  of  akouii 
or  sheri£  But,  on  more  particular  inquiry,  I  hMud 
that  this  judicial  authority  is  conHaed  (o  what  is 
called  the  eoiteiUaiion — an  attempt  at  mmpromise, 
which  the  Spanish  constitutioo  positively  require^ 
before  any  suit  can  be  instituted ;  and  lo  eases  of 
liquidatea  demands,  u>  any  amount,  where  the 
debt  is  confessed  ;  and  in  wnich  caees  the  alcalde 
has  power  to  carry  the  judgment  into  execution. 
unles:)  some  question  of  law  arise  cfterwanii  ia 
the  course  of  the  proceedings,  when  he  most  ^up. 
In  all  contested  cases,  and  in  all  quettious  of  Law, 
the  dictumof  a  judge.j'tK2  deUtrat,  is  necessary  to 
make  a  decision.    There  was  formerly  a  lanii, 


and  a  legal  judge  is  contemplated,  with  *n  anraf 
to  other  tribunals.    By  the  same  decrees,  Iht  Vice-    i 
rofs.  Captain  General,  and  ullramariDecommaBdr 
ants,  are  circumscribe  lo  functiotu  of  a  miliiaiy 
and  political  nature,  and  the  lateadant  is  confined 
to  the  collection  and  management  of  the  levenae.    J 
Whether  considered  under  the  old  or   the  new 
order  of  things,  there  existed  a  material  de£ciesey 
in  the  organization  of  the  civil  governmeDi  in  dm 
province^  and  especially  ib  the  judicial  deparl-    I 
ment    I  have  been  aUe  to  procure  but  litik  in-    | 
formation  from  my  predecessor  in  office;  whai  he 
said  was  summed  up  by  the  remark  thai  I  had 
more  power  than  the  Governor.    In  coDTeisatioD    j 
with  Colonel  Callava,  he  informed  me  that  the    | 
organization  was  defective ;  thai  he  had  aolicited 
the  appointment  of  ultramarine  s  '    '  ' 


decide  a  law-suit  J  that  hehadobtai 

having  some  doubt  on  the  score  of  the ..^ 

tionaliiy  of  exercising  civil  and  military  ruDciiac». 
and  considering  the  probability  of  a  speedr  crau- 
fer  of  the  country,  he  had  not  thought  it  wonb 
while  to  exercise  it. 

It  is  evident  that  the  civil  government  canw: 
be  administered,  without  filing  np  the  ofiM? 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


2M1 


AFFBNBIX. 

Tramtaetiout  m  FtofifUu-Gmuni  Jadutm. 


whiek  ue  racaot,  without  MHue  modificatiiHis 
whieti  tbe  chaDee  of  K)TeKu>Dt]r  and  MTerance 
(i(om  Spain  render  QnaToidablc,  and  withoat  es- 
tabiiibini  some  offices  to  correEpond  with  those 
contemputed  by  tbe  Spanish  a^ stem,  but  where 
ciscUt  the  same  offices  cannot  be  praaerTed. 

In  apttaish  towns  contsioing  leaa  than  a  thour 
sand  rank,  all  the  ciril  functions  of  the  place  «ie 
gtaenUf  discbarged  by  an  alcalde;  where  the 
population  exceeds  that  ntuuber,  the  ceBslitntlw 
giTcsa  right  to  a  cabildo  or  corporation,  and  nayor 
luid aldermen, orcorrcgidorsaadregidors.  AsPen- 
saeola  was  thecapitalof  the  province^  this  circum- 
stance alone  entitled  her  to  be  considered  a  city. 
There  fornierly  .was  a  corporation  here,  but  it  hia 
fallen  into  disuse — for  what  reason  I  do  not  know; 
but  its  members  were  eleciive,  as  the  office  of  the 
alcalde  han  been  since  (he  conslitution.  To  reqnire 
an  election  under  present  cirounHtaneet,  would  be  to 
require  on  impossibility,  and  woold  be  the  same 
thing  as  to  say  there  shall  be  noeivilgoTemment; 
for  there  is  no  proper  officer  to  hold  an  eleeiion,  and 
there  is  no  wny  of  ascertaining  who  wottld  hare  a 
light  to  rote.  Ishould  think  that  the  powers  which, 
from  accident,  or  other  causes,  hare  centred  in  the 
bands  of  tbe  alcalde,  may  be  distriboted  lo  other 
and  such  officers  as  are  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  Spanish  frame  of  government,  or  ajqicoxlma' 
ting  to  them  as  much  as  possible.  To  establish 
exactly  the  Spanish  tribunals,  cannot  be  done, 
fur  the  reasons  already  stated,  although  I  believe 
that  no  important  deviation  will  be  necessary ; 
nor  (li>  I  think  it  important,  if  tbe  powers  be  sub- 
stantislly  the  same,  that  the  name  should  be  scru- 
pulously retained,  as.  for  instance,  mayor  for  eor- 
regidor,  sheriff  for  alguazil,  and  presiding  justice 
for  joez  de  letras.  The  Spanish  constitution  con- 
lemplates  a  nomber  of  tribunals  which  1  am  in- 
formed bare  been  established  by  sobsequent  de- 
crees, bat  with  which  I  am  not  aequaialed.  There 
was  no  regnlai  Spanish  lawyer  here,  althoogh  a 
ferw  of  the  military  officos  were  aoqnainicd  with 
the  routine,  and  were  often  emplof  ed  in  the  man- 
agement of  causes,  whiob  was  done  by  writings 
signed  by  the  parties.  As  it  is  imposaibte  for  par- 
ties themselves  to  pnaue  the  ledion*  routine  of  a 
Spanish  law-suit,  it  will  be  necessary  to  license 
attorneys.  I  have  said  nolhiog  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  justices  of  ihe  peace  on  the  rapidly  in- 
creasing settlements  of  the  Perdido,  Escambia, 
ConeeiHi,  Yellow  Waler,  Cboetawhatchie,  and 
Appalacbicota,  which,  I  presnme,  will  be  agreed 
on  all  hands  to  be  absolntely  necessary. 

The  establishment  of  a  corporation  in  Peosa- 
cola,  or  rather  its  restoraiion,  has  been  productive 
of  the  happiest  effects.  Peace,  quietness,  and  or- 
der, have  taken  the  place  of  continual  daily  and 
oigntly  disturbance  and  disorder.  The  military 
force  has  been  almost  dispensed  with,  and  its  place 
sapplied  by  civil  officers.  Atlenlion  lo  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  city  has  succeeded  the  total 
neglect  with  which  these  important  considers  lions 
were  treated  for  months  before  the  change  of  sov- 
ereignty. For  the  police  of  the  county,  the  keep- 
ing the  roads  and  wid^  in  repair,  licensing  re- 
taileTS,  and  for  tbe  inal  of  offences  agninst  the 


public  safety  and  happiness,  some  tribonal  is  called 
&>r.  The  population  of  Peasacola,  and  of  the 
country  in  general,  has  increased  with  very  great 
rapidity;  the  Americans  in  this  place  already  out- 
number  the  Spaniards.  Ii  may,  perhaps,  admit 
of  nquestion  whether  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  does  not  extend  its  authority  over  this 
country  by  the  mere  circumstance  of  its  coming 
under  the  American  GoTemmenl,  and  ceasing  to 
be  a  d^Kudency  of  any  other  Power ;  and,  il  so. 
secures  lo  the  American  citizen,  when  arresteti 
for  crimes  or  offences,  an  open  and  public  trial  by 
jury,  to  be  coofronied  wiib  his  aecnsw  and  the 
witnesses  brought  to  testify a^inst him.  Ishould 
think,  moreover,  that  Ihe  article  in  the  treaty  of 
1795,  between  llie  United  Slates  and  Spain,  if 
possessed  of  any  meaning,  is  intended  to  accure 
some  of  these  nrivileges  to  American  citizens.  I 
find  no  Spanish  law  which  secures  them  lo  him, 
and,  according  to  the  existing  slate  of  ihinga, 
there  is  no  triouoal  here  which  has  power  to  try 
him  at  all.  Tbe  power  of  the  alcalde  esten<h  no 
further  than  to  lake  ihe  examination  and  the  de- 
posiiion  of  witnesses,  to  be  seat  to  Havana  foe 
decision;  or  to  conduct  tbe  conciliation,  which  is 
allowed  in  minor  criminal  as  well  as  in  civil 
cases.  The  only  ctimioal  records  in  my  office 
are  huge  piles  of  papers  cuntaioing  every  thing 
the  parties  chose  to  bring  forward ;  one  of  these, 
which  I  examined,  is  a  proceeding  against  a  pa- 
son  charged  with  passing  couaterleit  notes,  but 
who  was  never  apprehended;  the  prosecution, 
however,  went  on,  and  bis  prO|>erty  was  seized 
and  sold  for  the  cosIk.  Anotlier  is  the  case  of  two 
negro  men  who  killed  a  while  man — one  cuf  a 

arty,  it  is  allied,  who  attempted  lo  ktdiiap  them, 
le  of  ibe  negroes  was  sold  to  pay  the  expense  of 
the  investisation,  and  one  of  the  white  men,  a 
pemon  of  the  name  of  McReynolds,  remaiaed  near 
two  years  in  prison  here  without  a  trial,  and  was 
let  out  by  the  Spanith  alcalde  on  tbe  moming  of 
Ihe  delivery  of  the  country.  During  the  line  that 
the  temporary  government  was  exercised  by  the 
officers  of  Ihe  Uoiled  Slates  Army,  some  JMtiott 
of  the  peace  were  appointed ;  but  I  find  no  record 
of  any  judicial  proceeding  during  thai  period. 
Some  cases  of  considerable  importance  wen  d«- 
cided  in  a  summaiv  manner  I  but  as  they  coold 
Dot  be  regularly  followed  up,  from  the  want  of  tlu 

f roper  tribuoaJs  and  officers,  tbe  circumstance 
as,  in  several  instances,  been  productive  of  con- 
siderable inconvenience. 

There  i^  properly  speaking,  no  'triai  known  to 
the  Spanish  indicial  procedure.  There  is  what  is 
called  the  dSigeneia,  or  Mocess ;  ^nerally  a  mass 
of  papers  consisting  of  tbe  writings  of  either 
party,  accompanied  by  whatever  he  may  Ihink 
proper  to  exhibit  in  the  progress  of  a  cause,  whe- 
ther relevant  or  not,  and  with  et  part*  affidavitsj 
so  that  Tery  otten  Ihe  original  points  of  dispnia 
are  lost  sight  of,  and  even  the  original  parties. 
The  bulk  of  these  papers  naturally  increases  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  in  dispute,  and  the  proa- 
pect  of  obtaining  fees.  The  costs  of  court  alone 
generally  amount  to  from  fifty  to  five  hnndred 
dollars.    As  no  judgment  is  prouoonced  in  open 
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court,  or  coanwl  boaod  lo  uke  notice  or  saeh 
judgment,  >s  well  rra  of  Abates  and  order*  made 
ifi  tbe  eouiM  of  a  suit,  ibew  inusi  be  notified  to 
tke  opposite  purtf  ■(  very  coDHMerabk  esp«ns«. 
Suits  cotnmeDced  add  carried  on  in  this  way  cat), 
of  cootTCy  nev^r  be  ireoslerred  to,  or  be  acted  on 
by,  American  cottfta,  and  wbich  will  certainly  be 
tatkUitbed  before  tnanv  montha.  The  muss  of 
irt«le*Btri  nwHer,  and  thf^  tXparl»  affidavits,  will, 
of  cOuise,  render  it  imposiibte  to  act  on  snch  ree- 
orda.  But  the  mere  mode  of  idmiDisteriDg  jus- 
tleotbronfh  the  courts,  ihe  time,  place,  and  man- 
ner, I  shoatd  iWnb,  for  the  greater  part,  perfectly 
wttbia  Iheir  own  ooatrol ;  at  least  within  the  con- 
IpdI  of  the  person  or  persons  etercising  supreme 
anithority  in  the  pronoee.  Every  essential  right 
of  a  parly  may  be  as  w«ll  secured  by  a  public  trial 
and  jadgmeni,  as  by  a  private  one  by  [be  judge  in 
fail  closet;  truth  may  be  as  well  got  at  by  evi' 
4etioe  given  vioa  voee,  in  preieoec  of  (he  pariie?, 
ka  by  ee  parte  affidavits  ;  parties  can  as  well  be 
informed  of  intermediate  orders  by  their  counsel, 
aa  by  the  witneMCe  St  anistenda  or  a  noiaty  pab- 
lie.  AD  these  purposes  are  much  more  cheaply 
and  simply  obtained  in  Louisiana,  by  the  pr«ctice 
adopted  (o  supply  the  place  of  the  Spanish,  but 
elosely  modelled  after  it,  and  greatly  pruned  and 
ainiphfied.  Provided  all  the  uaual  orders  be  taken, 
the  form  of  entering  them  on  record,  if  in  two 
lines,  where  (AWy  are  now  used,  does  not  seem  to 
me  ohjeoiianable.  I  brieve  that,  without  the  al- 
tsntlon  of  Bnf  thing  of  importance,  besides  what 
faas  been  mentioved,  the  pro^r  and  regular  tribu' 
gnlB  may  be  eMablished  to  administer  justice,  civil 
Vnd  criminal,  and  by  this  means  reconcile  the 
diffictihy  of  administering  the  Government  with 
the  witMiff  mtChoritieg,  snd  of  respecting  every 
right  which  the  c[tiK<>n  of  the  United  States  can 
jmily  claim  as  such  under  the  Consiituiion  or 
tfWtiy  with  Spain.  Another,  and  a  very  obvious 
]a(»*TeniHie«  of  the  present  state  of  things,  is, 
Ihal  tbe  powera  of  tbe  dlfTercnt  offiters,  and  the 
eoBrae  to  be  pursued  to  obtain  redress,  are  uo- 
knowm  to  the  people.  I  have  endeavored,  with- 
ont  soccCbs,  to  procure  even  the  fee-bill.  A  per- 
■on  has  been  naually  employed  to  tax  the  costs, 
for  which  he  wbb  enlided  lo  two  dollars.  The 
Juu  de  Utrat,  according  to  Ihe  Spanish  ianr,  regU' 
lated  his  own  charge  tor  his  order  or  decree,  and, 
in  one  case  in  this  office,  it  amonnis  to  six  han- 
dled reals,  or  one  hundred  dollars ! 

The  truth  is,  that,  with  respect  to  the  nature  of 
the  tnbuBals  and  civil  fDnctionaries  which  ought 
to  exist  here,  whether  under  tbe  old  or  new  order 
of  things,  according  to  tbe  S^nish  laws,  and  the 
cMot  mode  of  procedure  in  judicial  proceedings, 
II  ia  tmpoftiible  to  obtain  any  ezaet  and  safe  in- 
formation. Whatever  the  theory  may  be,  the 
practice  bere,  I  believe,  depended  on  tbe  ini^ivid- 
Qtd  in  power  or  office.  To  carry  on  tbe  Govern- 
ment under  preeeift  circumstances  ix  oat  of  the 
Siestion  ;  for  some  lime  past  there  has  been,  in 
at,  no  Government;  and  the  change' in  the  state 
of  society  re^aires  an  imraediaie  organiiation  of 
Mxne  kind  or  othi-r.  What  is  wanted  is  a  plain 
and  eimple  mode  of  proceeding,  capable  of  being 


andentood  and  nnde  known  ;  a  tribnal  fccfttt 
which  a  lti»l  can  be  had,  whether  itfeecmntiiatet 
of  BB  alealde,  aneaor,  jadge.  lMt*do,  or  juez  dt 
letra*. 

On  the  subject  of  the  archives  deliveKd  to  tae 
by  the  fennrr  akoaJde,  they  eonaut  of  mibaa^ 
books  from  tbe  yetr  17S1  until  Ihe  jiUMt.mt  time. 
■Bd  contain  nothing  more  than  Ihe  trmBafeisof 
prapMty  from  one  individoal  to  naocfaer,  proteals, 
wilu,  mortgages,  an^  powers  of  atlonm  :  and 
wfaidi,  strictly  and  properly,  under  the  i 
laws,  belong  to  the  office  of  nolMy.  Ev 
the  eitract  of  the  treaty  of  1783  benran  ^ptin 
and  England,  there  is  aothinE  in  tbe  officewhich 
belortg^  to  tke  Department  oTBtate :  tbeic  are  not 
even  the  original  ^ntK  made  by  the  Spanidi 
Government  to  individoals ;  all  wltitih  are  said  to 
be  in  the  Havana.  These  papers  nic,  bowevev, 
highly  important  to  the  infaabitaate  of  tbeeeasiry; 
and,  in  order  that  they  might  be  completely  idea- 
tlfied,  over  and  above  tbe  inventory  of  the  book* 
furaiihed  by  the  Spanish  officers,  CapuiaCall. 
Dr.  Biovaugh,  and  mmlf,  in  parMmnce  of  mr 
instruclions,  numbered  and  lettered  them,  plaeiag 
onr  statures  on  each  book,  and  nuAaiwaB  in- 
ventory in  this  form,  which  kbmibs  in  tM  oSec 
as  9  part  of  the  records.  Tfae  other  papers  deliv- 
ered tome  are,  the  proeewea or  JUigeneMi of  law- 
tuiis;  which  are  also  important  to  the  inliKbium* 
of  tfae  eouatry,  but  not  to  the  Oovcrnment  of  the 
United  Staiet. 

.  M.  BRACKBNBIDGB- 

P.  fi.  Since  wtiiing  the  above,  I  have  proemed 
in  H8.,  from  a  private  gentleman,  tbe  decreet  of 
the  CorieseMabiisbing  t%e  jurisdiotion  df  aleaid^ 
Ac.  Ubw  far  am  1  to  be  gnvenied  by  Ihe  Span- 
iah  laws  in  fotce  before  the  conalitatioa,  or  pawed 
since  that  peri^tl  ?  If  «be  latter,  to  i^h«i  period 
are  those  decree*  lo  be  couaidend  as  in  font :  U 
ibe  time  of  ratifying  the  treaty,  to  the  fmmt 
time,  or  until  the  establishment  of  a  Gh>venm«t 
by  BCt'Of  Congreas  7  Tfasae  questions  eaanol  ea- 
sily be  ansimed.  The  Ooveraer  here  atSi  eier- 
oised  the  powwraof  adraiialiy  judge — in  TiTtseQf 
what  law  I  know  not :  it  was  the  only  joAeitl 
poww  be  did  exererae  Hinee  the  ndopiian  of  the 
consiitotion. 


0/  the  a)n»tUat4o9ai  akaltU  of  ttmu   («mMm)  «• 

Article  I.  As  tbe  alcaldes  of  toWns  exereiw 
the  office  of  conciliator  in  (he  same,  whatever  any 
one  has  a  right  to  denuod  of  another  before  ilu 
judge  of  the  district  (parUdo)  in  civil  cases,  or  for 
iniuriex,  (torfs,)  he  must  present  himself  to  Ae  al- 
calde. Who,  with  two  arbitrators,  (hambrei  baeao'.) 
to  be  named  by  each  party,  sbalf  hear  the  partiK. 
and  the  reasons  they  may  allege ;  and,  afler  thf 
opinion  of  the  two  thus  associated,  shall,  withis 
eight  days,  at  forthest,  award  what'  may  appea: 
proper  for  the  termination  of  ilie  difference,  with- 
out any  flirther  proceedings.  This  award  "hall 
in  efi^t,  terminate  the  same,  provided  dn  p«rt;ei 
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. d  it  aktll  be  entered'oa  a 

book  to  ba  kepi  bf  tha  alcalde  for  tWt  pcrpow,  ta 
be  caUed  tbe  ameiUatarf  dOmmialiiimt,  iha  al- 
ckide,  the  arbimton,  aad  tbe  parties  sigaioz  du 
aat ;  lad  to  tfaon  the  t«)«Hsite  certlGoale  shall  be 

Aut.  2.  In  case  the  parlies  do  doi  agree,  it  shall 
be  aa  eaterrd  on  the  Mme  book,  and  the  alcalde 
shall  ffite  to  the  panf  rtquestiDg  it  »  Mitifi* 
Bate  of  the  attempt  at  coneilJBtion,  aad  the  failute 


Art.  3.  When  aDf  pecaoa  reaiding  in  a  diffep- 
ent  town  shall  be  cited  bcfon  the  alcalde  coMili- 
atoT,  the  eiiaaon  ihall  be  made  thnmgb  the  judge 
whete  he  leaidea,  requiriag  bim  toappear,  ^  him- 
self ot  auoraey,  witDia  m,  roasoaBble  lime;  and, 
not  appearing,  a  ceelificaie  shall  be.  given  to  the 
pilaiDtiSj  dedwrins  that  the  altenpt  at  oewtilia- 
tion  bad  been  made,  and  that  it  had  failed  throiMpk 
the  debult  of  tbe  other  parl^. 

Art,  i.  If  the  deBRnd  befme  the  aloslde  relale 
to  tbe  detewtion  of  tbe  debtor's  goods,  viteo  soeh 
debtor  intende  to  wilhdn.w  then,  or  to  the  imet- 
diction  of  soiae  new  work,  er  other  natteM  of  like 
uTgenCf,  and  tbe  plaintiff  pray  th«  alcalde  imme' 
diateljr  to  oMke  ft  prorisiDDal  order,  to  aroid  tbe 
injury  fioai  dday,  tbe  alcalde  may  gnM  the 
same,  asd  aball  pfoeeed  immediatety  to  the  coa- 
ciliation. 

Art.  5.  The  alcaldes  shall,  MoorenTer,  take 
Gognizaace,  in  iheit  Tespeetive  towns,  of  cird  de- 
mands to  the  BinouBi  of  500  reals  aa  in  Spain, 
and  of  8100  be^oad  seas;  and  of  ciimiiul  cases 
relating  to  icjmies  (tottt)  audtrivial  faalts,  which 
merit  no  highca  punisbmHit  lh^  a  reprimmd  or 
slijcht  correction ;  one  or  tbe  other  bang  data- 
mined  nwrely  in  a  verbal  maaaar.  F«r  this  put- 
pme,  in  the  civil  dmaaBd  abon  menlioud,  and 
m  tkecriBBBal  caae*  iniatiiig  to  injtirtes,  ibe  al- 
caldes shall  also  asaociale  witb  them  two  goad 
Dial  named  by  each  party,  aad,  after  heaviaf  Ute 
plaintiff  attd  ddbtdaat,  and  the  opiaioaH  ti  the 
peracB*  ateboiated,  they  sball  give,  before  the 
clerk,  such  sentence  as  may  be  proper,  and  from 
whicn  there  shall  be  no  appeal; nor  will  any 
other  formality  bareqniiita'auin  that  of  enieting 
it  briefiy  in  a  book  to  be  kcvt  for  verbal  ja^g- 
ments ;  the  alcalde,  aifaitrators,  aad  olerk  ligiring 


Art.  6.  Tlio  alcaldee  of  towns  shall  also  take 
n^nizanoem  all  soiU  {Mi^ietat)  of  a  oivil  aa- 
ture,  until  they  shall  reaah  tlte  poiai  <tf  liii|»tioa 
or  dispiM  (tl  MnfanctMc)  between  tbe  parlies,  on 
which  they  are  to  be  transniitted  to  the  jodge  of 
the  district,  (^rtids.) 

Art.  7.  They  may,  in  like  manner,  lake  cogni- 
zaoce  in  the  first  stage  of  suob  cases,  which,  al- 
tbough  litigated,  are  of  a  very  urgent  nature,  aad 
do  not  aflbrd  an  opportuniiy  of  resorting  to  the 
jadge  of  the  district,  as  (he  taking  of  invei ' 
(be  interposition  lo  preveDt  the  retracting 
undertaking,  and  ihe  like  ;  taking  care  to  ir 
them  lo  tbe  jDdge  on  the  attainment  of  the  object. 

Art.  8.  The  alcaldes,  in  the  case  of  tbe  com- 
mission of  any  crime  within  their  jurisdiction,  as 
c-n  finding  any  delinquent,  sboitld  proceed  offlci- 


appear  to  be  any  nffeaee  desetrin;  corporal  pno' 
ishntent ;  oi,  Wbea  oppreheadcd  Jbtgrmie  dtUelB, 
Ihey  mutt  give  aa  accauDi  of  ihcm  to  the  judge 
of  the  district,  transmittiag  the  proceeiboB  to 
hifB,  and  phtdag  the  offenders  at  liia  lUsposaL 
* —  '^    The  alcaldes  of  the  tvwos  in  tahioh 


the  d 


ladoin 


previoua  cogaisance  of  sockcaies  as  are  iaalndcd 
in  the  pKtnsions  of  the  pfeceding-  ariiclea,  giving 
as  acooaat  of  them  to  the  judge  without  delay, 
in  wdei  that  the  latter  may  coatia«e  the  pto- 


Art.  10.  In  all  the  suits  to  which  the  canam, 
civil  aa  well  as  ctimiBal,  may  give  rise,  the  dia- 
itict  judges  caanol  use  other  means  to  carry  their 
judgmenla  into  execution  tbaa  the  aloildes  of  the 

Aht.11.  With  regard  to  the  goHmmeat,  econ- 
omy, and  police  of  the  towns,  the  alcaldes  will 
exercise  the  jnriadiciiea  and  powere  which  have 
bef«tofatc  been  held  by  the  ordinary  alcaldes, 
taking  always  the  eonititulion  far  their  gnide. 

oHAPixa  votiBTU. 

0/  Ihe  admiuUti'otion  qfj'iutkt  in  Ihe  first  iiataace, 
(priTiitraiTietancia,)hf/oTetht/oitnaliinio/digtriels. 

Articlb  1.  Until  tbe  disliibutioa  of  distrtot^ 
provided  for  ia  the  second  chapter,  be  auide  and 
approved,  and  the  letradca  of  the  same  be  ap- 
iKnaied  by]  the  Qorernor,  all  the  causes  aad  suite, 
badi  criminal  aad  civil,  will  be  proeeculed,  in  the 
first  instance,  before  the  letrado  of  royal  nomina- 
tion, the  sub-delegates  of  ultramarine  dominions, 
and  the  ooaititudooal  alcaldes  of  towns. 

Abt.  2.  The  leliados  appciated  by  the  King 
will  be  limited  precisely  to  the  exercise  of  juris- 
diction over  disputes  lespectiag  towns  in  which 
they  have  held  it  hitherto ;  and  if  in  any  of  those 
towns  they  hare  exnciaed  it  previously  with  the 
^caldes,  the  latter,  with  Ihe  ietrados,  will  coniiaue 
their  authority  lo  take  cogoizance  of  suits  by  an- 
licipalioB. 

Art.  3.  In  the  other  towns,  in  which  there 
are  no  Ietrados.  nor  ultramarine  delegates,  the 
constitutional  alcaldes  will  exercise  the  jurisdic- 
tion over  dispute?  in  Ihe  first  instance,  as  the  ordi- 
nary alcaldes  have  exercised  it. 

Art.  4.  The  alcaldes  of  the  tovras  in  which 
there  is  no  lelrado,  nor  ultramarine  delegate,  and 
in  ivhieh  the'former  hare  not  exercised  tbe  jeris- 
diction  previously  with  the  latter,  will  take  cog- 
Bizanceof  disptHes  in  bo  other  cases  bet  thcae 
BHAiioned  in  IM  fifth  and  eighth  articles  of  chap- 
ter third. 

Aet.  5.  Thealestdes,  with  an  abeolnte  inhiU- 
tioBof  the  Ietrados  and  o hra marine  aub-del^ates, 
will  lake  cogniianceof  the  govemment,  economy, 
and  police,  of  the  respective  towns. 

Abt.  6.  The  con»iiiatit*al  alcaldes  of  the  towns 
wilt,  fonhwiib,  enter  on  the  fnsctions  of  coDcili- 
ators,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
first  four  articles  of  the  same  third  chapter;  and 
no  demand,  civil  or  criminal,  shall  be  admitted,  in 
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CMC  of  iDJariea,  withoat  the  certificite  of  Ae 
method  of  concilia  lion  iiatiDsbeen  (ried,  boiI  that 
the  parties  would  not  agree  tberelo.  Tm  rageocy 
of  the  kingdom  is  hereby  notified,  of  the  same,aDd 
required  lo  make  the  necessarr  dispositions  for 
carrfiog  it  into  eS^t,  iuc. — '*  1B12." 

On  t^e  Tetloration  of  the  eoDstitulioa,  these, 
among  other  laws  passed  under  it,  were  revived. 
Thepowenof  the  viceroys  and  commandants,  or 
governors,  have  uodei^ne  a  complete  change, 
and,  without  being  aided  by  other  officera  and  tri- 
bunals, contemplated  by  the  new  order  of  things, 
it  is  impossible  lo  carry  on  the  civil  administration 
according  to  the  existing  frame  of  Government 
A  cessBiioD  of  the  administration  of  justice  for 
two  montfaii  would  be  calculaied  to  produce  great 
mischief.  The  former  Qoverament  did  not  scra- 
pie to  use  force  when  they  Ihooght  proper,  and 
paid  just  as  much  atieoiion  to  ihe  theory  oltbeir 
authority  as  they  pleased. 

The  forgoing  is  all  that  is  to  lie  found  in  rela- 
tion lo  the  only  tribunal  existing  in  West  Florida 
for  the  administration  of  justice.  The  alcalde  is 
little  more  than  an  officer  appointed  to  introduce 
the  parties  lo  the  tribunal  capable  of  deciding. 
And  this  tribunal  is  a  connected  part  of  a  chain 
of  tribunals,  from  which  it  cannot  be  Eeparaled 
without  rendering  it  uselessand  incomplete.  The 
appointmenlof  B  judffe,  according  to  tbe  Sjanisb 
ptan,  is  necessary.  But  the  exact  modes  of  intro- 
ducing and  following  the  suit  are  alone  calculated 
for  an  unmixed  Spanish  population,  and  to  be 
adtuinistered  by  Spaniards;  for  they  are  totally 
at  variaooe  with  all  American  idea*.  In  crim- 
inal caws,  it  has  no  power  whatever  to  try  an 
ofiender. 

H.  M.  BRACKEN  RIDGE. 


Pembacola,  July  IS,  1831. 
By  Major  Qeneral  Ahorew  Jackson,  Governor 
of  the  provinces  of  the  Ftoridas,  exercising  the 
powers  of  the  Captain  General  and  of  tbe  In- 
tendant  of  the  island  of  Cuba  over  the  said 
provinces,  and  of  the  Governor  of  ihe  said  prov- 
inces, respectively: 

That,  with  a  view  to  the  pretervation  of  tbe 
good  order  and  health  of  the  town  of  Pensacola, 
I  do  ordain — 

Section!.  Thai  there  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  annually,  a  chief  officer,  to  b« 
called  the  mayor,  and  six  snbotdioate  officers,  to 
be  called  aldermen,  who  shall  form  a  council,  and 
have  and  exercise  all  tbe  jtowers  necessary  to  the 
good  government  of  (he  said  town. 

Sec,  2.  That  the  said  mayor  and  council  shall 


regulations,  and  to  appoint  sucb  officers  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  to  enforce  their  ordinances, 
and  lo  \ery  such  taxes  as  may  be  necessary  for  ihe 
support  01  their  town  government. 
Sec  3.  As  the  Christian  Sabbath  is  observed 


throughout  tbe  civilized  world,  it  is  ordained  ikat, 
io  orMr  to  remove  any  doabta  which  miclilbca- 
lertained  with  respect  to  the  powers  of  tSe  loayor 
and  council  on  tnis  subject,  Ibe  B«iti  mayoi  aad 
council  be  authorized  to  make  any  regnladon  fw 
the  due  observance  thereof  which  they  mmy  detB 

Sec.  4.  In  order  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the 
subiaet  of  tbe  limits  of  the  said  town  of  Pensaeola 
and  its  dependencies,  as  well  as  the  fdacea  under 
the  immediate  control  of  the  mayor  >tid  coWKtl, 
all  the  fountain*  and  springs  from  which  tlie  in- 
habitants are  supplied  with  water,  it  is  ordained 
that  the  incorporated  limits  of  the  said  town  shall 
be  an  follows :  Bounded  on  the  soutb  mnA  rasi  by 
the  harbor  {  on  the  west  by  Ihe  Wesieni  Lagoon, 
or  Bayou  Chicot ;  and  on  the  north  by  a  line 
running  due  east  from  Galvez  spring  to  wbcve 
Mch  line  intersects  the  Eastern  o(  Tex«r  Lagmw. 

Sec.  5.  That  public  gaming-house^  as  well  as 
pubLicgamiogof  every  description,  ^billiards  alone 
excepted.)  shall  be,  and  the  same  nereby  ai^  in- 
terdicted and  prohibited,  under  the  penalty  of  two 
hundred  dollars  for  each  convictioa,  and  tbe  for- 
feiture of  all  tbe  appaialns  or  macbinny  used  to- 
wards the  commission  of  snch  ufTence,  aa  well  as 
all  sums  of  money  which  may  be  sened  by  tbe 
police  officer,  or  other  petaon — one  half  to  tbe  use 
of  the  informer,  and  [he  oEher  to  ibe  use  of  tbe 
town;  and  that  each  and  every  poson  so  con- 
victed shall  be  and  stand  committed  to  priscm 
until  thewholeof  said  fine  and  costs  be  paid;  and, 
moreover,  until  he  shall  have  found  good  and 
sufficient  security  in  the  sum  of  five  bnadved  ifA- 
lars  for  his  good  behaviour  for  and  daring  ibe 
term  of  one  year. 

Seo.  9.  That  the  mayor  and  alder 
provided  for  in  this  ordinance  s' 
and  called  the  City  Council  of  PeaMcou;  and, 
in  that  name,  may  acquire  aad  dispose  of  pt^crty 
for  public  uaea,  and  sue  and  be  sued,  aiU  plead 
and  be  impleaded,  on  all  subjects  relating  tr  — -* 
connected  with  the  said  town  and  ilt  i 


Sec.  7.  That  ail  innkeepers,  grocers,  and  all 
olhei  retailers  of  liquors,  ate,  b^  tbts  ordinance, 
expresfly  prohibited  from  fumiahing  or  scUiog 
any  liquor  or  ardent  spirits  whatever  to  any  aoUier 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
ttnder  the  penalty  of  ^10  for  each  offence  ;  aad  lo 
stand  committed  to  the  common  jail  until  the  eaid 
penalty,  with  eattf,  am  paid. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  tbe  Governor: 

R.  K.  Caul,  Ad'g  Sa^ry  ^  W.  F. 


An  ordbince  for  the 
dty 


of  health  i 


the 


By  Major  General  Akdbew  JACxaoa,  Qovernor 
of  the  provinces  of  the  Floridas,  exercising  tbe 
powers  of  ihe  Caplain  General  and  the  Intend- 
ant  of  the  island  of  Cuba  over  the  said  [Koyinc^ 
and  of  the  Governor  of  ihe  said  province^  re- 
spectively. 
Section  1.  That  every  vessel  arriving  between 
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the  fint  day  of  June  and  the  last  day  of  October 
in  each  year,  from  aoy  port  between  tbe  eqaator 
and  tbirty-thi'Be  degrees  of  north -latitade,  shall  be 
brooght  to  at  the  ^ranoss,  or  at  sacfa  oth«  point 
«B  the  board  of  healdi  may  direct,  and  there  per- 
form a  qnaran  tine  of  twenty-four  houn  at  leSEt,  and 
as  much  longa'ae  the  health  officer  at  the  Baraoeas 
(or  at  sneh  other  point  as  the  board  of  health  may 
direct)  and  the  board  of  health  may-  deem  neces- 
sary, not  to  exceed  forty  days. 

Sec.  2.  That  there  shall  be  established  a  laza- 
retto at  the  Barancas,  or  at  sach  point  as  the  board 
of  health  may  direct,  for  the  accomraodaiion  of 
the  sick,  under  such  r^nUtions  as  the  board  of 
health  may  from  time  to  time  establish ;  and  that, 
aalil  tbe  OorenmeDt  of  the  United  States  shall 
establish  a  public  warehouse  at  sacb  lazaretto,  the 
caivoes,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  health  officer 
and  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Pensaeola  may 
deem  necessary,  shall  bo  stored  noder  the  direc- 
tion of  the  commanding  officer  of  tbe  troops  at 
Baranca*. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  quaraniine  limits  shall  be 
cannon-shot  laage,  or  two  miles,  in  a  directioD  to- 
wards the  harbor  from  Fort  St.  Carlos  de  Baran- 
cas, or  at  such  point  as  the  board  of  health  may 
direct}  and  that  any  person  or  pnw)ns  belong- 
ing to,  or  hftving  bad  communication  with,  any 
vessel  or  Tesaels  under  quarantine,  who  shall  pass 
those  litoits  withont  permission  firrt  bad  and  ob- 
tained from  tbe  resident  physician  or  health  offi- 
cer, shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dolluii,  snd  be  imprisoned  in  the 
comnwn  jail  for  a  term  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Sxc.  4.  That,  for  the  more  eiectuatiy  guarding 
Bgtunst  the  inttoductioQ  of  disease,  there  shall  be 
established  a  board  of  health,  which  for  tbe  pres- 
ent, shall  consiiit  of  an  officer  to  be  appointed 
and  called  tbe  resident  physiciati,  and  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  Pensacola,  (over  whom  the  resi- 
dent physician  shall  preside,)  who  are  b^  this 
ordinance  authorized  lo  tnake,  and  from  time  to 
time  lo  alter,  such  laws  and  refculations  as  they 
may  deem  neceasary  to  insure  the  health  of  the 
city. 

Sec.  5.  That  there  shall  be  a  health  officer  ap- 
pointed and  stationed  at  the  Barancas,  or  .at  inch 
other  point  as  the  board  of  health  may  direct, 
«rhose  duty  it  shall  be  to  board  every  vessel  bound 
inwards;  to  see  that  the  provisions  of  this  ordi- 
nance, and  all  such  reguUtions  as  the  board  of 
health  may  make,  are  urictly  complied  with ;  and 
to  report  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  may 
require,  to  the  board  of  health, 

Sec.  6.  That  such  allowances  shall  be  made  to 
the  resident  physician  and  health  officer  (all  their 
services  included)  as  shall  not  exceed  one  dollar 
and  one  half  for  each  person  on  board  of  each 
Tcssel,  to  be  regulated  and  determined  by  the  mayor 
of  Pensacola,  who  is  authorized  to  receive  from 
every  vessel,  tbe  carso  of  which  it  may  become 
necessary  to  land  ana  store,  such  other  and  further 
sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  cover  all  expenses 
incident  lo  the  same.  A.  JACKSON. 

By  the  Governor: 

R.  K.  Call,  AcHi^  fite'rir  of  W.  F. 


An  onlinanM  prsscribinf  tha  mode  or  earrjing  iat» 
•fisel  tha  aislb  article  of  tha  trasty  of  araily,  aattla- 
»«nt  of  diOarmcaB,  and  limits,  batwean  (he  Uaitsd 
Stam  of  America  snd  His  Catholic  Majesty. 

Pensacola,  My  21,  1821. 
By  Major  General  Attnasw  Jackson,  Governor 
of  tbe  provinces  of  the  Floridas,  exercising  the 
poiversof  the  Captain  General  and  of  the  Inlen- 
dant  of  tha  island  of  Cuba  over  the  said  proT- 
ioceBgandof  the  Governors  of  the  said  provinces, 
respectively. 

Whereas,  by  the  sixth  article  of  the  said  treaty, 
it  i*  amongst  other  things  provided  that,  oa  the 
entrance  of  the  ceded  territories  into  tbe  Union, 
the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be  "admitted  to  the 
eajoymenl  of  tbe  privil^es,  rights,  and  immuni- 
ties, of  the  citizens  of  the  Urat«l  States."  Now, 
therefore,  a*  well  with  a  view  to  guard  agaiiut 
impositions  that  mar  be  practised  by  forei^en, 
as  to  secore  to  tbe  inhabitants  their  free  choice  to 
become  citizens,  under  the  provisions  of  the  said 

Section  1.  I  do  ordain  that  tbe  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Pensacola,  and  snch  other  ^nons  as 
may  be  appointed  fat  thd  purpose  in  any  town  or 
county  in  these  provinces,  shall  open  a  register, 
and  cause  to  be  inscribed  the  name,  age,  and  oc- 
cupation of  every  free  male  inhabitant  of  such 
town  or  county,  who  may  be  desirous  to  profit  by 
the  provisions  of  tbe  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  as 
aforesaid  in  nart  recited:  ProwUd,  That  the  per- 
son or  inhabitant  who  may  thus  desire  to  have 
his  name  inscribed  shall  first  satisfy  the  mayor,  or 
such  other  persons  as  may  be  appointed  to  open 
registers,  that  he  was  really  an  inhabitant  of  the 
e^ai  territory  on  the  17th  day  of  July,  1831 : 
And prooided,  alto,  That  he  will,  of  his  own  free 
will  and  accord,  abjure  all  foreign  allegiance,  and 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  prescribed  by  tbe  laws 
of  the  United  Slates. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  said  office  of  register  shall 
continue  open  for  and  during  the  space  of  twelve 
months,  when  the  same  shall  be  closed,  and  a 
com  thereof  transmitted,  under  tbe  seal  of  the 
sata  mayor,  or  other  persons  appointed  to  open 
registers,  to  the  secretaries  of  the  said  territonec. 

Sec.  3.  That,  from  and  after  the  period  of  the 
said  register  being  so  closed,  no  other  free  male 
inhabitant,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  en- 
titled to  make  his  election  as  aforesaid,  shall  be, 
within  the  ceded  territories,  entitled  to  any  of  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  but  shall,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  be  considered  as  a  foreigner,  and  sub- 
ject lo  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
lo  aliens. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  heads  of 
families  within  tbe  said  provinces,  being  desirous 
to  profit  by  this  act,  to  furnish  tbe  mayor,  or  such 
other  persons  as  may  be  appointed  to  open  regis- 
ters, with  the  name  snd  age  of  every  free  male 
member  of  his  family;  and  tbe  said  mayor  shall 
cause  the  same  to  be  inscribed  on  the  register,  as 
before  provided  for. 

Sec.  5.  In  order  to  guard  the  more  eflectually 
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■(■iiut  imposiIioBs,  aa  wall  at  to  fi"*  >o  1^  >»<- 
haUunbi  loe  secvnly  which  cilixeB«liip  wiU  »S- 
hid  lh«n  ftiifOMl,  it  ia  further  orriuDeit  tbat  the 
■ecretatj  ot  seerotBrie*  of  the  (wried  territoriei 
grapt  to  such  iobsbitants  as  may  be  dniroos  of 
Kcemoff  tha  tame  certificaln  of  citizenship,  he 
«r  they  being  fint  tainfied  ihet  the  (M'OTisioos  of 
this  otdinaKee  alwtl  have  been  eoKwIicd  with. 

8bc.  6.  The  eridenoe  uoon  which  the  seentvty 
01  EecratariM  (hall  praeeM  to  gnnt  certificatet  of 
eitiBBubip  shall  bv,  a  oeriifteate  of  lh«  clertt  of 
the  mttym,  or  eucIl  other  penons  as  may  be  ap- 
poukted  to  ancD  regiat^  that  the  appUcmt  has 
eaaiptied  with  the  rtquiMlivns  of  this  ordisaDce ; 
upoa  At  receipt  of  which,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
thr  MCMta/y  or  secretaries  to  grant  to  all  and 
e*ety  Mich  applicaiii  or  applicantt  certificalet  of 
citizmthip,  for  wbioh  the  said  cLerk  and  sccntaiy 
skill  be  entitled  to  ooe  doUar  each;  Hid,  for 
erarf  naoe  enlered  on  the  regiatei,  the  ntmjiu,  or 
olher  peasow  aMhoniced  lo  open  the  tanw,  thaU 
be  cniitled  to  one  dollar. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  Goreiuor : 

a.  K.  C*LU,  Aa's  SicTy  ^  W.  F. 

Peksacol*,  Ivis  21, 1821. 
By  Major  Geaeral  A.idrew  Jacxbon,  Go?ernor 
of  the  provinces  of  tbe  Floridas,  exercising  the 
powertof  the  Captain  General  and  of  the  loten- 
dant  of  tbe  island  of  Cuba  oier  the  same,  and 
of  tbe  Govsrnot  of  the  said  provinces,  respec- 

Wbcmt^  from  the  exIeiH  of  the  ceded  tertMo- 
ries,  it  beoomet  oeceteary  to  unke  such  diviuona 
as  will  promote  tbe  cuireaieoee  of  the  inhabiturta, 
and  the  speedy  execulioB  of  the  laws ;  wherefore, 
and  in  virtue  of  tbe  authority  vested  in  me  by  the 
Qo*cmiaeat  of  the  United  States,  I  do  ordain: 

Sec.  1.  That  the  said  proviacm  be  divided,  as 
foUowi:  All  tbe  country  lying  between  the  rirers 
Perdido  and  Suwasee,  with  all  the  islands  tbivc- 
in,  shall  form  one  county,  (a  be  called  Escambik; 
aond  all  the  country  lying  east  of  the  Buwanee,aBd 
«Tery  part  of  [be  ceded  territories  not  dct«natsd 
as  beMuguig  to  the  formn  couaty,  shall  tonn  a 
eouoty  to  be  called  St.  John't- 

Skc.  2.  In  each  of  said  cOMBties,  and  for  the 
go'cmoieDt  thereof,  there  shall  be  ettabli^wd  a 
ooart,  to  be  designated  a  county  court,  and  to  hu 
composed  of  five  jiulices  of  tbe  pCMCei  any  ibreeof 
whom  shall  form  a  quorum ;  aod  tlie  eldest,  by 
sppoiDlmcot,  lo  be  president  of  said  coiul,  whose 
JDritdiction  shall  extend  to  alt  civil  cases  origigat- 
tag  in  the  said  county,  wbere  the  matter  in  con- 
troversy shall  exceed  iweniy  dollar^,  and  to  all 
orimittal  cases;  saving  to  the  parties  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Goveraor  in  all  caaea  above  the  sum 
of  five  dollars;  and  that  there  shall  be  no  excci>< 
tioB  lor  a  capital  ofleftce  until  the  warraat  of  the 
Qoveritor  be  Erst  had  and  obtained. 

Beo.3.  Tbat  ihejudicial  proceedings  in  all  civil 
cases  shall  be  conducted,  except  as  to  the  exami- 
nation of  witnesses,  accorditig  to  the  course  of 
the  eiiiliag  laws,  or  of  the  laws  of  Spain;  and 


ciMDinal  cues  according  to  (he  comm  vi  ik 
a  law ;— 4faat  is,  ao  penMi  ahail  be  haU  to 
for  a  capital  oc  otherwiae  JMfaMntn  ciiBC 
nnleas  oa  a  ptetentoiMt  or  iailia^wDl  of  a  pa>d 
jury-  And  ia  all  criBio*!  cAsea  the  aocaaed  dtall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  apeedr  and  pdUic  Dial,  by  aa 
im^rtiaL  joiy  oi  the  couaty  whaciB  the  crimt 
shall  have  bmi  eoiamitted;  and  to  be  iaiotnwl 
of  the  ^tui«  and  cane  of  the  accuMtion ;  to  ke 
confronted  with  the  witnesses  anifut  him;  and  tB 
have  computsory  process  for  ahtaiaing  wiianset 
is  hia  lavor ;  aad  to  have  (be  a— iaiancr  of  eoyo- 
ael  for  hit  defence. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  a  deifc  anniaKd  fur 
each  of  said  county  conrts,  who  sfaalt  reeeire  fgr 
t^  services  such  oompenHiioa  as  the  eoan  Car 
which  beis  appointed  may,  from  time  to  tiiae,iad 
in  eaoh  suit,  tax  or  allow.  And  there  ahaU  aha 
be  a  skeriff  appointed  to  each  county,  to  excaie 
the  proccH  thmecrf,  wboao  lef  vien  bImII  be  om- 
MBsMed  by  the  comt  la  whkih  he  is  anpaimirt,  in 
like  manner  as  b  provided  for  the  clerk.  Aad 
tbe  said  okrk  and  shcttff  shall  sire  boad  tcAc 
piMidiBg  juBiioc  for  tbe  iaithJiil  £aeha(|Fe  of  that 


Sec.  5.  Each  cauaty  court  ab 
KessiABs,  and  cooUBue  the  tame  nMil  aU  the  bvB- 
oeai  pcndiog  th«Min  ihall  be  diapoaed  of.  The 
firal  tesaion  to  be  heU  at  PtBavc^  m  the  hnt 
Monday  of  Almost  aext,  lor  the  co«My  af  Escam- 
bia ;  attd  at  8t.  Aoguaiine  on  the  aaeoM  Moaday 
of  Septtmber  nMI,  for  the  eoanty  of  St.  Job: 
with  power  i«  adjosm  ftotn  Mae  to  lime. 

Sac.  6.  There  shall  not  be  Ins  tluD  im  jaoiee^ 
of  the  pnae  coKUwaHaited  for  eat^  ooanty,  wta* 
jiiriadietion  shall  extend  to  all  eaaea  not  eseecd- 
iBg  fifty  doUais, saving  to  tbepartiea  orMlonaa 
appeal  to  the  county  conrt  in  all  cases  wheick 
the  Wit  ler  in  dispiite  sh^l  exceed  the  iwn  of  iwaly 
dollara;  and  shall  also  be  aMhorixad  in  alt  crt»- 
laal  dUet  to  exact  surety  for  good  bahaviav,  aad 
to  take  recogniEancai,  in  caaee  baSaUe,  for  the 
appearance  of  tbe  accused  bo&re  the  ea^iycoorb. 

Bio.  7.  That  the  examinatioa  of  all  witBencs 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts,  exc^  white 
their  peraonal  atteadance  cannot  be  laiocnKd.  ifaaL 
be  conducted  vim  axx,  and  is  «^b  coait :  that 
tbe  parties  may  eondact  their  suits  it 
br  BHCta  coanael  as  they  Buy  okooot 
That  the  said  comtsel  or  comaeUota  aball  have 
been  doty  lioeBsed  to  pnettce  in  the  coone  at  the 
said  ceded  lecritBrin  by  the  Qovoaor. 

Sec.  8.  The  alcaldes  shall  eaoiiBue  to  exerrur 
the  power  of  judges  of  ptobaie,  rfgiaierB  of  wiUt 
notaries  public,  aad  of  jutliBes  of  the  p^ce,  aad 
such  c^er  powers  Mpertaiaio^  to  tl 
as  bhve  not  ben  ouierwise  dKlributod  ; 
ri^t  lo  Appeal  to  tha  coanty  courts  iaa  *U  c 

asD.  a  Thatthcjudgeaoflheai 
!ball  have  power  to  impoee  soeh  tazea  iqpoa  the 
iahabiiaBta  of  tbeir  ooBaties,  reapectivelr,  as.  to 
their  discret  km,  aiay  be  Decenary  to  naaeC  asd  de- 
fray the  expenses  which  may  be  inetui«4  in  ar- 
rying  (bii  ordinance  into  effect. 

Sec.  to.  That  the  said  oonaly  coiBts  shall  harr 
and  exercise  (he  power  of  diKCtiag,  by  speciL 
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rtiUrt,  or  otberwise,  the  aeninMBfng  of  all  jurors, 
grand  as  wcJI  cspetit 

Sec.  U.  That  Ihe  said  courts  shall  have  the 
power  of  creatiDg  and  regulating  their  process  and 
proceedings,  from  time  lo  time,  as  they  may  deem 
necessary  ;  and  shall,  as  soon  as  convenient  after 
their  orgaoizatioQ,  prepare  and  report  a  fee-bill  to 
the  Governor  lor  bis  approbation. 

Sec.  12.  That  the  said  courts  shall  have  and 
exercise  the  power,  bevond  thcIimitsufPensacola 
and  St.  Augustine,  or  granting  and  lecaliiDA  li- 
censes aod  comtnissioDS  for  inokeepers,  relailerE 
of  liquors  of  every  descripiion,  and  keepers  of  bil- 
liard tables;  and  to  require  of  them  such  surety 
as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  impose  such  price 
for  each  license  as,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  rea- 
sonable. 

Sec.  13.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  courts, 
in  regulating  their  process  and  proeeeilinxs,  to 
confiue  the  parties  strictly  to  the  merits  of  tbeii 
cause ;  and  to  cause  aU  useless  matter,  as  well  be 
unnecessary  form,  to  be  expunged  from  the  plead- 
■Dgs,  at  the  expense  of  the  party  introducing  the 
same,  so  that  justice  may  be  administered  in  the 
most  simple,  cbea[^  and  speedy  manner. 

Sec.  J4.  Id  alt  criminal  cases,  the  process  and 
iadictmcDC  ^hall  be  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States  ;  and  time  shall  be  appointed  a  prosecut- 
ing ailorney  for  each  of  the  said  counties,  who 
shall  receive,  in  each  case,  a  reasosaUe  compeu- 
sation,  to  be  taxed  by  the  court. 

Sec.  15.  That  the  police  of  the  roads  and 
bridges,  withoai  the  limits  of  Peasacola  and  St. 
Augustine  shall  be  under  the  immediate  direction 
of  the  said  county  courts  ;  the  police  of  the  cities 
to  be  exclusively  confided  lo  the  mayor  and  al- 
dermen. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  Governor : 
R.  K.  Call,  Adiug  Se^ry  of  W.  F. 

An  ordioanca  aiplaitatai?  of  Ihe  node  of  procaeding 
in  tha  oountyooarl*. 

Penbaooi^,  Jvlg  36,  1621. 

By  Major  General  Akdrew  Jackbon,  Governor 

of  the  province*  of  the  Floridas,  exercising  the 

powers  of  the  Captain  General  and  lotendant  of 

rite  island  of  Cuba,  and  of  the  Governor  of  said 

proviacea,  respectively.  ■ 

Section  1.  All  suits  in  the  county  courts  of 

Kscambia  and  St.  John's  shall  be  commeaced  by 

petition,  setting  forth,  concisely,  the  nature  of  the 

demand  or  Complaint,  and  praying  such  relief  as 

may  be  suited  to  the  circarastances  of  the  cose ; 

the  same  to  be  filed  by  the  clerk,  and  the  suit  to 

be  entered  on  a  docket  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose. 

Sec  2.  A  copy  of  the  petilien  shall  be  made 

out  by  the  cleik,  and  a  citation  lo  the  adverse 

party  annexed  thereto,  the  form  of  which  is  to  be 

settled  by  the  presiding  justice,  and  to  be  signed 

by  Ihe  clerk,  requiring  the  adverse  party  lo  appear 

at  a  day  certain  lo  anawer  to  the  comjuaint ;  and 

the  said  petition  and  citation  to  be  served  on  hii- 

by  the  alguazil,  who  shall  take  auch  security  a 

may  be  required  according  to  the  existing  laws. 


8ec.  3.  That,  in  case  the  defendant  shall  not 
appear  on  the  day  to  which  he  shall  be  cited,  the 
court  may  enter  judgment  against  him  by  defaolt, 
in  all  cases  where  the  demand  is  liquidated  by 
proven  accoinit,  by  bond,  note,  or  final  judgment; 
but  the  same  may  be  opened  within  three  days, 
should  the  party  appear  and  put  in  his  answer; 
and,  in  the  case  ol  all  other  demands  or  com- 
■  lists,  the  court  shall  proceed  to  hear  lescimony, 

OS  damages,  a^d  moder  final  judgnHM;  but, 

case  the  eitation  and  petition  be  not  aerved 

Aom  inability  to  find  the  defendant,  Iben  the  conn 

to  proceed  maoch-nse  aaeo*dii%  lo  the  mttnner 

pointed  out  by  the  existing  laws. 

Sec.  4.  T4m  anbaWMe  of  tke  judgment  of  be 
court,  and  the  dtSarent  onton  lakm  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  suit,  nhail  be  britAy  aoWd  on  the 


-made  or  passed  in  open  conrt,  or  where  eonnsel 
have  been  e^tloycd.  the  notiteatiMi  of  saeh  jodg- 
foeols  ot  orders  to  the  parties  shall  be  diapenied 
widi. 

Sec.  5.  That  if,  on  the  day  afpoiiUed,  the  de- 
fendant shall  appear,  by  himself  or  eooaiel,  he 
shall  have  three  days  to  pni  in  hji  aiMwer,  and 
such  further  time  as  the  court  may  bIIdw;  and,  in 

ise  of  liquidated  demand^  he  Mbali  he  req«ifet)  to 

n  in  sHcfa  aaswer  on  oath. 

Sec  6.   That,  after  final  judgment,  exeentlon 

lall  issue,  withonl  any  further  oner,  and  the  ap- 
praiseioent  notice  and  sale  shall  proceed,  as  under 
the  Spanish  laws ;  all  whieh  to  appear,  in  sub- 
staoce,  on  the  record :  the  Mle  to  be  made  by  the 


^Ec.  7.  Thai  all  entries  on  the  records  rtall  be 
English;  but  it  shall  be  at  the  eptma  of  the 
parties  to  file  their  petitions  and  anawen  is  Bus- 
Spanish  ;  and  in  case  that  bodi  or  ciAer  of 
shall  be  Spaniards,  the  wrillngserved 


the  first  Monday  ia  every  niOBth  ior  the  trial  of 
civil  cases  and  signing  judgments,  and  to'wbich 
citations,  exeeations,  and  other  proeens  may  'be 
mafle  returnable;  and  theformof  all  rachprooeas 
ID  be  settled  by  the  presiding  juMioe,  fbllewing, « 
nearly  as  poaaible,  the  forms  fn  ute  in  SpMmh 
tribuoids. 

Sec.  9.  la  aU  oasea  where  eilfaer  of  Ihe  pMMies 
may  require  ii,  the  testimony  of  the  witaessea  to 
be  taken  in  writing  at  the  trial,  and  the  reimia  en 
which  the  court  shall  have  Anmded  its  declobtt'lo 
be  entered  on  vecotd. 

Sec.  1(1.  The  papers  or  other  documents  on 
which  the  suit  may  be  founded  shall  be  Bled  wkh 
the  petition,  and  either  party  may  pnt  interred  lo- 
ries to  the  other,  aeoor4ing  to  the  usages  in  Spiuiish 
tribunals,  and  which  the  other  party  shall  beboand 
to  answer;  oth*r*ri«e,  the  mniter  therein  to  he  taken 
pnixmfetto. 

Sec. 11.  TheclerktfaallhavethepoWertoitatie 
suttEBODees  to  compel  the  itteodance  of  witnesses; 
but  depositions  to  be  read  in  evidence  to  be  taken 
by  the  proper  order  of  the  presidrng  justice,  with 
notice  to  the  adverse  party. 
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Sue.  12.  The  usual  acta  of  concilution,  oidan, 
and  decrees,  according  to  the  Spanish  praciice  at 
ihu  eommcQcemeni  and  ia  the  progress  of  every 
suii,  may  be  made  bv  the  presiding  justice;  but 
tlie  trial  and  final  juagment  shall,  in  all  cateo,  be 
pronounced  in  open  court. 

Sec.  13.  That  the  following  fees  be  received 
by  the  officers,  >ad  no  other ; 
To  the  crier,  for  cTCTf  canw    -        •        -  01  W 
Sheriff^  Mrring  every  eiUlion  -      1  60 

8iib|MBtui  fof  each  witneM        -        -        -         60 
Attachment  and  return    •  -     2  00 

Ke^nc  penional  property  and  ilaTca,  to 

be  allowed  by  the  court. 
Taking  bond  on  seizures,  aul  for  seenriiy, 

ia  ea*e>  of  liquidated  demaoda  -  -  1  00 
Swving  ezecntion,  and  m<Hie]r  p«id  with- 

oat  lale 3  00 

Bseeotioa    against    the    property,    noae 


Keepioa  sod  maintaining  a  prisoner  in 

jail,  lor  each  day 

Whipping  any  person  sentenced  to  that 


Bxeenting  any  condemned  person    •        -    1 
Notaries  pabtic,  for  allettiog  alt  naliooal 

Making  the  came,  when  required,  for  each 
one  hundred  words       -        .        - 

For  eopiu  with  certificates 

ConstaUes,  serving  State  warrants,  to  be 
paid  by  the  city  or  defendanl 

Smnmoning  witnesses      .... 

Serviikg  execution    -        -        -       -        . 

Bdling  proper4r  under  exeeutioo 

Serving  search  wamnt   .... 

Serving  attachmeQi        .... 

Translators,  for  each  ooe  hoidred  words 

Mtleace,  to  be  entitled  for  every  mile  ne- 
cetMriljr  travelled  in  the  service  of  pro- 

Inierweler  shall  receive  ia  evoy  suit 
Clerk  of  the  court,  for  every  citation 
Entering  every  order        -  .      - 
AdministeriDg    oaih,    and    writing    the 

Filing  petitions,  ioletrogoiories,  anawcrs  - 
Enleni^  judgment  .       -       .       .       . 


Sumaiona  to  witneui  -  -  -  -  50 
Copies  of  all  papers,  each  one  hundred 

words  -       - 96 

Bni«f  ing  saiisbctioQ  on  judgment  -  -  50 
Taking  dqKwitions  .  -  .  .  -  25 
Jtidges,  for  every  order  or  decree  out  of 

conrt    --.-...         50 
Trying  cause  and  entering  judgment,  to 

each  justice 1  00 

Proseeniing  attorney,  for  every  conviction     5  00 
ANDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  Governor : 
R.  K.  C*i-L,  Adiag  Stt^ry  of  W.  F. 


Gavenar  Jadctm  to  tti  Snirtl^rv  vfStatt. 

Pessacou.* 
S[R:  I  hsTe  the  pleasure  to  iaforin  sou  thai 
Colonel  Butler  reported  to  roe  his  arrival  here  on 
the  8ih  instant,  and  that  he  bad,  on  the  10th  ulti- 
mo, agreeably  to  my  instructions,  received  posses- 
sion of  East  Florida  and  its  dependencies,  and 
that  be  had  forwarded  to  you  a  full  report  of  all 
his  proceedings  as  commissioner  for  receiving 
possession  of  the  same.  You  will  find,  from  my 
instructions  to  him,  that  I  had  communicated  to 
him  the  agreement  with  Don  Jose  Callava  respect- 
ing the  ordnance  claimed  by  him  as  notappeU' 
da^  to  the  fortifications,  and  also  as  to  the  pro- 
visions and  transportation  of  the  civil  officers^ 
and  the  imnsportslion  of  the  families  and  setvanta 
of  both  the  civil  and  military  officer^  nil  of  which 
was  well  understood  by  the  Spanish  Govemor 
and  myself  here,  sod  which  has  been  arranged, 
agreeably  to  my  instructions,  by  and  between 
GoloDel  Butler  and  Governor  Goppineer,  in  the 
delivery  of  East  Florida,  and  referred  Tor  a  deci- 
sion to  our  respective  Goveromentx. 

1  am  happy  to  find  thai  Colonel  Butler  has  con- 
ducted himself  in  this  whole  tra^isaction  with  bis 
usual  ability  and  prudence,  and  which  I  hope  wii! 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governmeni. 
Colonel  Butler  reports  further  to  me  that,  before 
he  left  St.  Augustine^  hewasconfideotlf  informed 
that  Governor  Coppinger,  in  the  last  six  moolhs. 
had  been  issuing  grsnts.  New  grants  are  daily 
appearing  here  for  lots  laid  out  in  the  public  square 
□fihe  city  of  Pensacola,  sold  by  Governor  Maioi. 
Seeing  this,  I  thought  i(  my  duty  to  order  that  no 
improvements  should  be  erected  io  tUe  public 
square  until  these  rights  were  decided  upon  by  ou: 
Grovemraenl.  Many  of  these  lots  have  been  en- 
closed— a  circumstance  injurious  to  both  ibe 
health  aad  beauty  of  ibe  town,  and  to  tbow  who 
have  heretofore  purchased,  as  was  believed,  front- 
ing the  square. 

There  are  many  and  Qagrant  frauds  commued 
and  commiiiing  with  regard  to  grants  for  land; 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  reason  why  the  arehiccA 
were  not  delivered  to  our  agent  nt  the  Havana, 
agreeably  to  the  treaty,  was  to  euable  Don  Vicio: 
Pintado,  surveyor  general  of  West  Florida,  and 
said  to  be  of  very  loose  morals,  to  fabricate  certifi- 
caies  and  grants  to  any  that  would  par  him  for 
it,  and  Io  keep  secreted  ibe  old  records  thkt  might 
lead  to  a  discovery  of  the  frauds.  Since  ISlS. 
John  Innerarity  has  obtained,  as  I  aiD  informed. 
two  grants  for  ninety  thousand  orpents  of  lud. 
locat^  on  the  trace  which  I  made  in  iriBrchini 
my  troops  from  the  Appalachtcoln  to  Pensacob 
in  the  year  1818,  and  on  each  side  of  said  cnce- 
and  I  am  informed  the  grants  bear  date  in  ISIt 
There  is  now  sufficient  proof  that  tbes«  grants  art 
antedated,  if  there  were  any  tribunal  legally  tc 
investigate  them.  I  have  again  to  sorest  to  t)w 
Government  the  necessity  and  ]>roprieiy  of  ap- 
pointing commissioners  for  the  adjudication  of  tnt 
land  claims  in  the  Floridaa,  who  should  be  men 


iTed  lOth  Beptombct,  16*1. 
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of  good  informattoa,  great  mlegfiiy,  and  energy 
of  cbaracier,  or  great  frauds  will  be  imjposed  upon 
our  Govemmeot,  and  no  land  will  be  left  l>y  which 
10  raise  funds  lo  meet  the  demands  Buarantied  bf 
the  treaty  to  be  paid  to  our  citizens  for  spoliatioDs 
commitied  by  Spain.  It  behooTes  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  that  will  enable  these  commissioners 
10  detect  ihe  many  frauds  that  will  be  aitempied. 
My  report  wilt'gire  you  full  informatiou  of  the 

erfidy  attempted  to  be  practised  upon  me  by  the 
refaced  violaiioD  of  (he  pledge  and  agreement 
of  Don  Jose  Callava,  which  will,  I  trust,  lecoii 
npoa  himself  and  nation.  I  was  well  apprized  of 
Spanish  tieacherv  and  duplicity ;  but  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that,  aithoueh  my  quartermaster  whh 
frequently  advised  to  newaxe  of  them,  he  could 
not  beliere  that  any  man  whose  ahoutden  were 
adorned  with  epaulettes  could  be  so  base. 

I  have  the  honor  lo  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  oflheSTth  June,  io  answer  to  mine  of 
the  24th  April,  and  the  Isi,  7ih,  19th,  and  30th  of 
May.  1  have  only  to  observe,  tnatM^or  Stanton 
chartered  the  transports  with  drafts  drew  br  me 
on  yoa,  and  that  his  duplicate  receipt  was  enclosed 
lo  you  under  corer  of  my  letter  of  the  16th  day 
of  July  lost.  Colonel  Butler's  aniral  will  put  it 
in  my  power  (o  make  up  my  accounts  to  the  1st 
of  AueusI,  a  duplicate  of  which  I  will  forward 
by  mau  to  you,  and  in  due  time  will  send  on  the 
account  and  vouchers  by  Dr.  Bronaugh ;  when  I 
will  endeavor  to  send  on  a  further  report  of  the 
slate  of  this  country  and  East  Florida)  with  all 
Other  information  th&t  I  may  conceive  it  necessary 
for  my  Gttvernment  to  be  informed  of. 

I  closed  the  organization  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment here  on  the  S7tb  ultimo,  and  on  the  SBth  de- 
3(iatcbed  an  expresii  to  St.  Augustine  with  the  or- 
dinances 1  thought  it  necessary  to  adopt.  I  found 
nothing  here  but  an  alcaldi,  who  was  a  half'-pay 
officer,  and  who  could  not  retain  the  office  with- 
out resigniog  his  Spanish  military  commission, 
and  taking  the  necessary  oath  of  office  under  our 
'Government.  This  be  refused  to  do;  and  I  pre- 
vailed upon  Judee  Br&ckenridge  to  accept  this 
appoiotment.  He  has  given  great  satisfaction  to 
all,  and  particularly  to  the  Spanj^h  population  of 
this  place;  and  lean,  with  truth,say  thatasmucii 
order  at  present  prevails  in  Pensacola  as  1  ever 
saw  in  any  town. 

My  health  has  not  been  good;  my  labors  have 
been  arduous;  and  my  exposure  to  the  heat  in 
camp  lor  some  days  very  injurious  lo  my  consti- 
tution ;  but  I  hope  a  little  leisure  will  restore  me. 

I  am,  sir,  Ac. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Gomnior  of  the  Floridat,  ^e. 

P.  S.  I  herewith  enclose  to  yoD  the  instructions 
I  had  forwarded  by  Colonel  Gadsden  to  Colonel 
Butler,  which  reached  him  but  a  few  hours  before 
the  delivery  of  East  Florida,  and  af^er  Ihe  Col- 
onel had  closed  his  arrangements  with  Governor 
Coppinger;  but  I  think  it  necessary  to  forward 
them,  to  show  you  at  that  early  d«y  the  full  un- 
derstanding between  Gorernot  Calla v a  and  my- 
self oa  the  sabject  of  the  ordnance  and  the  pro- 


visions, &c.,  Sec.,  &e.,  furnished  by  me,  and  to  be 
referred  to  our  respective  GoveromeDts. 
Yourf,  tespectfnlly, 

A.  J. 

Govtmm  Jaekton  to  the  Stcretary  of  Slate. 

Pensacola,  October  6, 1821. 

Sin :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20tfa  of 
August  tost,  in  answer  to  my  several  letters  of  the 
16tfa,  17lh,  and  18th  of  July ;  which,  you  are 
leased  lo  inform  me,  you  have  transmitted  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  Shannoudale 
springs. 

You  request  me  to  communicate  to  you,  aa  early 
■9  possible,  and  as  fully  as  may  be  in  my  power, 
such  infgnnation  as  may  setve  to  enlignten  the 
inquiries  of  Congress  on  the  different  subjects 
which  will  require  the  attention  of  thai  body,  in 
relation  to  Ihe  Floridas,  at  their  neit  ceasion. 

After  giving  this  important  subject  Ihe  attealton 
which  it  merits,  and  referring  to  the  variooi  laws 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  notice  in  your 
letter,  I  proceed  to  lay  before  you  such  infonnatioii 
as  1  have  been  able  to  collect,  and  a*  1  conceive 
to  be  within  the  scope  of  your  inqairies,  together 
with  such  reflections  as  suggest  themaelves  lo  my 

As  a  subject  of  the  first  importance  at  the  pres- 
ent juncture,  I  must  refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  17ib  instant.  Yuu  will 
find,  from  that  communication,  that  the  Indians 
are  spread  over  the  whole  of  East,  and  part  of 
West  Florida.  From  the  talk  I  have  bad  with 
some  of  their  chiefs,  who  visited  me  some  time 
ago,  and  forwarded  with  the  letter  just  mentioned, 
the  placea  at  present  occuiued  by  them  have  been 
ascertained  with  tolerable  accuracy;  that  is,  as 
far  as  the  wandering  liabits  of  these  peo|de  will 
permit  them  to  be  considered  as  occupying  any 
place.  For  the  greater  part,  these  Indians  consist 
of  those  who  fled  from  toe  Upper  Creeks  in  1814, 
and,  adhering  to  our  enemies,  continued  at  war 
with  us  until  subdued  in  1818 ;  since  which  time 
they  have  remained  in  the  Floridas.  I  am  cimly 
of  opinion  that  they  ou^ht  to  be  ordered  up  to  their 
old  places  of  abode  W|thia  the  Creek  nation,  as 
they  can  have  no  rif^htful  claim  to  knds  or  coan- 
try  within  the  Flotidas.  As  to  those  who  have 
been  born  and  rai>ed  within  the  FloridaL  it  is  ab- 
solately  accessary  that  they  shonld  be  collected  at 
one  point,  and  secured  in  their  settlements  by  act 
of  Congress,  in  case  they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon 
to  unite  with  the  Creek  nation,  to  which  they  origi- 
nally belonged :  this  latter  course  is  very  desiraue 
for  (heir  own  safety,  at  well  as  dictated  to  a*  by 
sound  policy.  They  might  be  then  complctdy 
protected  by  our  Qoverament ;  they  may  be  pro- 
vided for  by  annuity,  or  by  such  other  mode  as 
Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  may  devise,  adequate 
lo  their  wants,  and  to  induce  tbem  to  cstbrace  an 
agricultural  life.  Should  the  Indians  prefer  con- 
tinuing within  the  Floridas,  it  will  be  expedient, 
for  the  safety  of  our  frontier  on  the  seacMUt,  to 
concentrate  them  on  the  Appalachicola  river,  im- 
mediately adjoining  the  southern  boundary  of 
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OeorgU  nod  Alsbama,  on  boib  wdes  of  the  rinr, 
and  aowDward,  ao  as  u>  inchide  a  ratG«ieDt  area 
for  Ihem.  By  tnis  meana,  a  ■a&eient  white  popa- 
latioB  may  be  interposed  between  Ihem  and  the 
■eaboaid,  and  afibr<I  a  Betiietnent  strong  enousb  to 
cover  and  protect  St.  Autfustine  and  Peosacofa,  as 
well  as  the  peninsula  of  Florida. 

By  reTerrinK  to  the  talk  already  mealioned, 
you  will  see  ibal  the  difficulty  of  eoUeeting  the 
native  IiKliani  cf  the  Plofidas  to  the  poiol  on  the 
Anpalachieota  will  tt«t  be  greet.  They  are  re- 
joioed  to  hear  that  a  country  wilt  be  allowed  them 
to  lire  in  at  all — Miob  bare  been  their  appreben- 
sions  of  their  future  fate  since  the  transfer  of  tbeir 
coantry  to  the  UniMd  States,  excited,  bo  doubt, 
by  mixchJevoua  adiriserB ;  and  they  will  be  stitl 
aaor*  so  to  find  that  they  Will  be  festered  and  pro- 
tected by  the  American  Government.  1  have  been 
long  impreaaed  with  tbe  abmrdity  of  enlerie^  Into 
treaties  with  tbe  Indian  tribes  TesidiDg  witbm  oot 
territorial  limits,  sobjeet  to  our  jariMietion.  and 
to  aueii  laws  as  Coo^^Kss  may  pass  fer  their  ne- 
aurity,  happSKSi,  aitd  safetjr.  I  therefore  remeet- 
fnlly  peeommcfld  to  the  oonaideraiion  of  tbe  Pren- 
dent,  whatber  it  will  not  be  proper  to  sugveat  to 
Catwrwa  the  piiniTieiy  of  laylBg  off  a  tract  of  eoun- 
ttj  m  Ana,  and  fixiAS  a  bonodarv  between  them 
and  the  settlement  of  the  whites.  It  is  well  Imown 
10  me,  fma  exptrience  and  observalt(»,  that  more 
gnieral  justice  can  be  done  the  Indiftna  by  the  le- 
fislalive  proviaioDs  of  Congteu  than  by  treaties ; 
the  poor  can  be  better  taken  care  of,  and  more 
eqaal  juatice  done  the  whole.  1  have  eonatantty 
obaerred  that,  in  Indian  traaties,  ibe  chiefs  are 
fiutened,  and  the  oommon  Isdians  left  to  starve. 
Anotkar,  and  a  very  importaat  reawm  for  adopting 
the  polky  I  bav«  reeommended  is,  tbe  great  obata- 
de  which  will  otherwise  ncitt  to  the  surveying 
aod  trtnguig  the  pot^ie  hada  into  market ;  whi«fa, 
I  presume,  is  intended  to  be  done  a«  speedily  as 
poMible. 

Ttta  naxt  sut^t -which  presents  itself  is  the 
fORaofTenitortalgovemmeni  proper  to  beadopt- 
«d  far  tbe  Ftoridas.  This  most  be,  in  a  freat 
nieaaiire,  adapted  to  the  geMraphieal  form  and  to 
the  otforaoier  of  the  boiIb.  The  priiKipal  body  of 
land  aapaUe  of  snppontng  a  eoDsidenrtile  popula- 
tion has  neatly  eaat  and  west  from  the  Ohoctaw- 
katebie  to  tbe  Alacbna  and  St.  Jehn'5,  beinr  about 
thirty  milea  in  width  tw  abent  (hree  tmnlred  in 
length,  and  partly  in  East,  acid  partly  in  West 
Florida.  Tbe  peainaulA  has  tnen  very  little  ex- 
fimoi;  but,  from  the  best  iDfennatien  I  cao^  ob- 
tain, I  am  inelined  to  think  that,  exceMinr  imtne- 
diawiy  on  the  margin  of  tbe  river  8t.  John's,  there 
is  no  exwnsive  body  of  good  land  In  any  part  of 
ftj  aitboa^h  it  is  possiUe  that  some  |ood  toil  may 
<be  foand  ta  small  qaantilieo,  in  particular  places ; 
•rilh  tbeiw  exceptions,  the  Floridas  consist  of  pine 
iraodt  and  swamps.  If  the  lower  part  of  die  pe- 
Bintola  were  aot,  as  I  believe  it  to  be,  capable  of 
imrtiBg  only  a  small  population,  the  geograpb- 
i  alMipe  of  the  Flaridas  would  be  eximiMly 
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treraes,  Slid  fit.  AtigDStine  u.  ...^.^.^w  >^.  ...^ 
Re  of  the  future  population  of  the  Floridas  wiB 
be  somewhere  about  the  Snwanee,  which  is  a  fiae 

,  and  flows  thiDugh  a  cotmtry  of  good  land. 
The  Okefbnoco  swamp,  represented  on  the  inapi 

rar  the  heads  of  this  river  and  of  the  Wa- 
ehnlla  and  St.  Mark's,  has  no  real  rristence,  as 

Bscertained  by  me  in  1818,  when  I  marched 
through  the  country,  and  found  the  swami^  *> 
represented,  to  be  the  Mickasnky  pond,  or  lake,  in 
the  midst  of  a  very  heahhy,  fertile  conntry,  and 
which  has  been  setdijiK  *nT  rapidlf.  It  may  he 
well  to  observe,  that  the  present  maps  mlr  tend 
deceive  and  mislead.  Before  Congress  can 
enter  upon  the  subject  nf  a  separation  of  ibc 
Floridas  into  two  territoTies,  the  qnestioB  of  the 
location  of  tbe  Indians  must  be  settled,  If  ifaey 
be  oonoentrated  at  the  point  proposed,  I  wadd  re- 
commend that  the  Floridas  be  made  but  one  terri- 
tory ;  and  1  feel  perfretly  satisfied  that,  with  frtch 
an  arrangenienl,  two  or  three  years  wonld  give  a 
rafficient  population  to  the  Floridas  to  form  a 
State  Government.  Shoold  a  separation  ttkt 
place,  this  object  will  be  long  deferred,  if  n 
lirelf  defeated,  and  may  pi^nee  the  neces 
nnitmg  West  Florida  to  Alabama;  "wfalch.  if  done, 
will,  of  course,  occasion  the  aanexaiion  ef  East 
Florida  to  Georgia.  The  whole,  if  no  sobdi virion 
take  place,  will,  in  a  few  year^,  constitDte  one  oi 
the  most  respectaUe  States  in  this  part  of  the 
Union ;  will  exceed  Louisraoa  in  po^lation,  and 
rival  it  in  wealth  ;  bnt,  if  separated  into  two  tn- 
ritorieSj  the  popalation  of  neither  will  suffice. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain  tfar 
wishesof  the  people  of  West  Florida,  they  appear 
to  be  against  the  annexation  to  Alabama;  and, 
from  what  I  can  leam,  Ibe  same  sentimeni  ire~ 
vaik  in  Bast  Florida  with  respect  to  Georgia. 
The  best  interest  of  the  Floridas.  in  my  opiawo, 
requiresthat  they  should  be  united  under  one  terri- 
torial govermnent,  with  an  eye  to  their  speedy  ad; 
mission  into  the  Union  as  a  State ;  by  this  means, 
a  great  saving  will  be  made  to  the  United  States 
in  [not]  mainiirining  two  distinct  terrib>rial 
ernmeots  for  aa  nncerttin  period  of  ttne. 
vicinity  of  the  Snwanee  river  possesses  maa 
vantages  for  the  location  of  Ine  9eat  of  govern- 
ment ;  it  is  equally  central  to  the  eomttrr  east  o: 
the  Sl  John's  the  Eacambia,  and  Flcwida  Point, 
over  and  above  the  advania^  of  beio^  sitoated 
in  the  centre  of  a  bsauttfiil  limestone  eoDntry. 

I  am  of  opinion,  taking  into  view  the  mixed 
population  likely  to  ejist  here  for  some  time,  ibai 
the  form  trf'  tbe  territorial  etTvemment  ought  to  be 
simple  and  etiergetic.  The  territorial  organira- 
lion,  in  the  first  grade  of  government,  adopted  for 
the  Loniaiana  Territory,  with  some  alterations  tc 
suit  local  crrcumstances,  may  answer  the  parpose. 
The  Spanish  population  forming  bnt  a  miall  pro- 
portion, it  is  of  -very  little  importance  to  preserrr 
any  of  their  ancient  laws  and  customs;  tbe  sooner 
they  become  American,  the  better. 

The  lands  and  the  land  title*  of  the  Ploriiu 
require  the  most  serioos  tttentioti  of  CtAgreB. 
Ii  is  a  sntijeei  of  the  greamt  importaBce  lo  the 
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QoTernment,  and  ought  to  receive  the  eailietl 
coDsideratiou.  WhiUl  the  hoaest  graolee  may 
be  protected  in  bis  rights,  the  greatest  pains  sboula 
be  taken  to  exclude  the  aumerous  fraudulent  and 
aatedaled  claims,  founded  on  no  posseMion  at  tlie 
time  or  issuiog  the  grant  or  concession,  aod  with- 
out any  original  record  or  survey  in  West  Florida 
that  has  yet  been  discovered.  Nearly  all  tbese 
graots  commence  io  1817,  by  petition  to  ibe  Gov- 
ernor for  an  order  of  surrey  or  location;  and  in 
every  instance  the  otber  parts  of  the  title  are 
completed  Tiom  181B  to  1831.  For  some  years 
paKl,  from  all  I  can  learu,  this  has  been  a  trading 
business  with  the  officers  of  tbe  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, both  here  and  at  St.  Augustine  i  ihe  stranger 
was  accosted  in  the  streets,  and  ofTered  a  grant  Tor 
a  doubloon,  or  some  trifle.  The  petition  only  has 
ibe  appearance  of  beiog  original,  but  in  mo6t  in- 
stances, in  all  probability,  aotedaledi  the  other 
documents  aiiacned  to  it  are  only  certified  copies 
from  the  archives  in  the  keepiog  of  Pintado,  the 
surveyor  general  atHavaoa,  and  who  ii  even  now 
making  out  official  certificates  of  those  papers  to 
be  evidence  here — a  kind  of  impudence  and  im- 
posture at  which  CoDgress  will  no  doubt  be  indig- 
nant. Before  the  year  1817  there  was  scarcely 
any  such  thing  as  a  grant  of  land,  excepting  in  the 
immediate  vicimty  uf  ibis  place;  and  I  presume 
thai,  ia  East  Florida,  the  number  was  also  very 
inconsiderable.  They  were  made,  I  believe,  merely 
with  a  view  to  the  change  of  governments,  and 
with  no  intention  of  settling.  A  provision  similar 
to  that  contained  in  the  14tn  section  of  the  act  of 
the  20th  December,  1803,  declaring  all  incomplete 
grants  not  commenoed  before  1916,  and  not  ac- 
companied by  settlement,  as  null  and  void,  would 
at  once  put  an  end  to  the  whole  of  tbe  fraudoleni 
grants.  As  to  the  enormous  grants  in  different 
parts  of  the  Floridas  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
speak;  but  I  am  pretty  certain  thai,  if  all  are 
sanctiosed,  it  will  take  a  country  twice  aa  large 
43  the  Floridas  to  gratify  them.  The  eitiact  of  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Brown,  a  gentleman  of  respecta- 
bility from  Baltimore,  herewith  enclosed,  wiU 
show  that  a  grant  has  been  made  since  the  24th 
of  January,  1818,  by  tbe  CapUin  General  of  Cuba, 
to  Arredondo,  for  a  large  tract  in  tbe  Alachua 
plains,  and  which  I  have  every  reason  to  beli 
IS  fraudulent  1  would,  therefore,  recommend  that 
Coagreas  should  declare  void  all  grantM  for  land 
not  lounded  on  actual  poasetsion  before  tbe  22d 
February,  1816;  and,  in  like  manner,  declaring 
void  all  grants  not  bottomed  on  a  concession  reg- 
ularly made  agreeably  to  the  Spauish  law,  and 
possession  taken  and  continued,  and  improvements 
made  thereon,  in  strict  conformity  to  the  Spanish 
regulation ;  making  such  exceptions  as  will  secure 
his  settlement,  Slc,  to  the  individual  who  shall 
have  had  five  years'  continued  possession  prior  to 
the  24th  day  of  January,  1318.  In  referring  to 
the  nunieroua  acts  of  Congress  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  land  titles  in  the  different  Territories,  1  find 
very  little  that  is  applicable  at  present  to  the  Flor- 
idas, excepting  the  act  of  the  21st  April,  1806i 
the  first  section  of  which  defines  that  no  grant 
shall  be  valid  unless  founded  on  potsessioDi  corn- 
nth  Co.f.  1st  S&88— 81 


mencing  with  and  continued  under  the  concession 
by  the  proper  officer  of  Spain-  The  greatest  diffi- 
culty appears  to  be  in  Ibe  eatablishment  of  a  board 
of  commissioners.  A  great  variety  of  plana  have 
been  fallen  upon.  The  first,  consisting  of  three 
commissioners,  secretary,  reffister,  anu  recorder, 
was  found  too  expensive  and  dilatory ;  the  last, 
adopted  for  the  country  east  of  the  Mississip[u, 
was  too  simple  and  too  cheap ;  two  district*  were 
formed,  and  a  single  commissioner  appointed  to 
each,  with  a  clerl^who  was  expected  to  discharge 
all  the  functions  of  recorder  and  translator.  This 
may  have  answered  a  very  good  purpose  in  Mi»- 
sissippi  and  Alabama,  but  much  more  difficult  and 
important  legal  questioixs  will  arise  here;  and  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  commissionen  for 
tbe  settlement  of  the  land  titles  ought  to  be  men 
of  the  first  legal  talents,  of  strict  integrity,  and,  I 
'would  odd,  as  an  essential  requisite,  possessing  no 
landed  interest  in  the  Floridas.  Person\  wiO  be 
recommended  from  this  place  who  ought  not  to 
be  appointed.  There  are  but  few  titles  which  are 
clear  of  dispute;  and  whar*  a  man  has  bought  a 
title  under  disputed  circumstances,  it  is  very  natu- 
ral that  setf-inlereat,  and  the  interest  of  his  iriends, 
will  have  great  weight  in  his  mind,  and  prece- 
dents will  be  established  to  insure  their  validity. 
1  do  not  go  too  far  when  I  say  that  no  person 
ibould  be  appointed  who  hu  boiigbt  a  land  claim 
a  the  Floridas.  It  cannot  be  loo  strongly  im- 
pretsed  on  the  mind  of  the  Fteoident,  that  men  of 
talents  and  strict  integrity,  who  have  no  interest 
in  landed  properly  in  the  Floridas,  should  be  se- 
lected as  commiuioners  to  settle  the  land  titles.' 

It  is  of  sreat  importance  that  the  judiciaiy 
should  be  filled  by  men  of  first  rate  le^  talents 
and  luiropeacbeu  iulegrity,  as  much  will  depend 
upon  those  who  are  employed  to  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  any  system.  ReqMctability  will  be  given 
to  the  Government  by  appointing  men  possessing 
weight  of  character ;  iney  ought  to  m  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  civil  law,  and  the  maritime 
law,  as  well  as  the  common  law.  The  same  covrl 
might  have  chaucery  powers  given  to  it,  on  the 
plan  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  I  think  ought  to  be  required  to  hold  its  tenna 
more  freqoeatly  than  baa,  been  usual,  or  to  hold 
adjourned  courts  ftom  time  to  lime,  as  bnsineea 
may  require.  I  consider  the  judieiar)[  aa  by  far 
tbe  most  important  branch  of  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment :  persons  should  be  selected  whose  unex- 
ceptionablecharacterwilifoea  pledge  that  they  will 
steer  clear  of  the  influence  of  cwruption  of  any 
kind,  or  of  partiality.  To  the  high  chaiaetei  of 
the  distributors  of  justice  Irom  tbe  bench  will  be 
attached  that  coundeoce,  so  indispensable  in  all 
well-regulated  governments.  It  is  the  pnrity  of 
this  branch  of  the  administration  which  secures 
to  the  citizeu  tbe  peaceful  enjoyment  of  hia  con- 
stitutional rights  aud  privileges,  and  awards  a 
speedy  punishment  to  ihose  who  violate  the  law 
and  trample  upon  tbe  rights  of  others. 

I  forward  you  printed  copies  of  the  ordinances,  a* 
ther  may  perhaps  contain  some  things  deserving 
of  being  permanently  incor|iorated  in  the  act  m 
Congteas  organizing  the  territorial  goTcrDment 
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With  high  consideration  and  respect,  I  hare  the 
honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedieot  lervint, 
ANDREW  JACKSON, 
Oovernor  of  the  Florida!,  ^. 


P.  S.  I 

teaidence  —   , —   

atooilfroiiithia  Territory  sometime,  but  will  mak< 
■neb  arrangements  bs  will  enable  me  to  return  on 
the  shorteft  notice,  in  ease  anj  thing  should  occur 
to  render  my  presence  necessary.  W.  G.  D. 
Worthington,  Esq.,  and  Colonel  George  Walton, 
are  respectirely  charged  with  the  powen  fonner- 
Ir  exercised  by  the  CtovernOrs  of  East  and  West 
Florida.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  an  address  (in  a  news- 
paper) to  the  inhRbitants  of  the  Floridas,  which  I 
thonght  proper  to  publish  prerious  lo  my  leaving 
the  country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
Hon.  J.  ^  Adahb,  Sec'ry  ofStaU. 

Pembacou,  apt  17,  1821. 
Sin :  By  last  mail  I  recdTed,  enclosed  to  me  by 
Captain  Bell,  commnnding  and  executing  the 
civil  government  at  St.  Augustine,  the  unauthor- 
ized talk  held  by  Horatio  Dexter  and  Mr.  Wanton 
with  what  thev  are  pleased  to  call  the  King  of  thr 
Seminoles,  and  fifty-four  of  the  Indians  present 
Itappeartthatthis  talk  with  theBeminoles  has  been 
forwarded  to  some  of  the  DepArtments,  (whether 
to  you,  is  not  mentioned  ;)  and  were  it  not  for  its 
novelty,  and  the  object,  which  appears  obvious,  I 
should  not  have  troubled  ^on  with  the  transmis- 
sion of  such  a  paper,  or  with  any  comments  upon 
it.  The  abject  of  this  unauthorized  proceeding 
appears  to  me  evidently  to  be,  first,  on  the  part  of 
Dexlei  and  Wanton,  to  obirnde  themselves  on 
the  notice  of  the  Government ;  and,  secondly,  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians  tbeir  absolute 
right  to  the  country.  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
Worthington    to  seize  these    self-made    Indian 

rnts,  and  detain  them  until  ihe  instructions  of 
Qovernmeot  can  be  had.  And  this  talk  proves 
the  necessity  of  Congress  taking  the  subject  up, 
and  by  law  prescribing  bounds  to  the  Beminoles. 
The  exposed  situation  of  the  Floridas  imperi- 
ously demands  that  their  frontier  upon  the  coast 
(if  it  may  be  so  expressed)  should  be  immediately 
inhabited  by  our  white  citizens.    The  Indians,  at 

gesent,  are  scattered  from  Florida  point  to  the 
hoctawhalchie.  If  yob  attempt  to  concentrate 
or  consolidate  them  at  the  Mickasuky  pond,  or 
Old  Towns,  you  offend  those  (hat  are  situated  on 
the  Sowanee,  in  the  Alachua  plains,  or  on  the 
peninsula.  As  they  have  been  concinuallr  at  war 
with  the  United  Slates,  until  conquered  in  the 
Spring  of  1818,  when  they  were  ordered  up  above 
the  Florida  line,  where  the  nation  to  which  they 
originally  belonged  was  willing  to  receive  them, 
sucli  a  measure  would  reconcile  all.  This  is  what 
they  expected,  and  what  good  policy  and  the  safety 
of  the  Georcia  frontier  required.  Bol  this  is  what 
these  unauthorized  Indian  agents,  who  offtr  their 
services  to  both  parties,  as  I  conceive,  wish  to 
prevent,  and  on  which  the  Government  ought 


seriously  to  reflect.  The  Government  cannot  turn 
the  torrent  of  emigration  to  the  Floridas  without 

Sreat  ex[>ense;  good  policy  and  the  safetf  of  the 
'ontier,  in  my  opinion,  raiuire  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  promote  emigration  to  this  coantiy, 
and  hasten  its  admission  as  a  State  tnlo  the 

If  the  Indians  be  removed  within  the  limits  of 
the  country  assigned  to  the  Creek  nation,  (of 
which  the  Beminoles  are  a  part,)  this  object,  on 
which  the  securilr  of  the  southern  borders  so 
much  depends,  will  be  speedily  attained.  With 
what  pretence  of  justice  can  those  who  Sti  from 
the  Creek  nation,  and  kept  up  an  exterminatine 
war  on  our  frontier,  until  crushed  by  the  am  of 
our  Government  in  16IS,'  set  up  stich  claimsT 
And  is  the  safety  of  out  frontier  to  be  jeopardized 
by  the  complaints  of  a  few  Indians,  occited  by 
'would-be  Indian  agents,  and  Indian  trotf-maker^ 
who  compose  flowery  talks  for  iheiD,  and  pat 
words  into  their  mouths  they  never  conceived; 


The  greater  part  of  Ihe  Indians  now  in  the  Plorir 
das  consist  of  those  who  fled  in  the  manner  al- 
ready mentioned;  and  why  should  w«  hesitate  to 
order  them  up  at  once,  when  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment, with  the  aid  of  Congress,  can  do  ample 
justice  by  law,  if  necessary,  to  those  who  deserve 
It,  by  Kivin^  such  equivalent  as  will  enable  than 
to  settTe  their  families  in  the  upper  couniry,  anif 
to  cultivate  their  farms?  Unless  the  Indians  be 
consolidated  at  one  point,  where  is  the  country 
that  can  be  brought  into  market,  from  which  the 
five  millions  are  to  be  raised  to  meet  the  claims  of 
our  citizens  under  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  7 

I  received,  by  last  mail,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Per- 
rieres  of  the  14th  May  last,  and  another  of  the 
10th  of  July.  By  Ihe  lalter,  he  informs  me  he  is 
about  to  proceed  Co  the  Havana,  Co  inquire  whe- 
ther any  treaties  have  been  made  with  the  Indians 
by  Spain.  Whether  this  be  in  pursuance  of  in- 
structions from  you,  I  am  not  advised;  bat  snely 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates  is  compe- 
tent to  reEulale  the  concerns  of  these  Indians,  and 
mete  Co  them  every  justice  to  which  thcr  are  eit- 
titled,  and  to  make  such  regulations  as  the  safety 
of  the  frontier  may  require,  without  reference  to 
any  treaty  with  Spain;  and  particulaHy  when  it 


as  already  observed,  lied  fr(»n  ihe  Creek  nation  in 
1813  and  1814,  adhered  to  our  enemies,  and  con- 
tinued their  warfare  under  the  excitement  of  Brit- 
ish agents  and  Spanish  incendiaries,  antil  the 
United  States,  from  self-defence,  were  compelled 
to  chastise  and  conquer  them. 

I  have  made  inquiries  for  a  proper  cbonctei 
duly  qualified  lo  act  as  interpreter  for  Mr.  Perrte- 
res.  It  requires,  as  Mr.  Perrieren  does  not  speak 
English,  that  that  interpreter  should  apeak  the 
English,  Indian,  and  French  languages.  Such  a 
one  is  difficult  to  be  found;  in  short,  I  can  hear  of 
none  but  Mr.  Hambly,  and  for  ^im  I  hare  sent: 
but  am  informed  he  is  with  the  Cre^  *V^^  ' 
advised  you  in  my  last  that  the  inditMsilicni  of 
Mrs.  J.  would  compel  me  to  travel  wHh  hez,  as 
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soon  ai  her  health  irontd  permit,  out  of  this  south- 
era  climate;  aod  this  would  preveQl  me  from 
holding  a  treaty  with  the  Indians;  althoogli,  to 
speak  candidly,  i  am  detenniaed  never  to  be  con- 
cerned in  aaotner.  I  do  think  it  not  only  useless, 
but  absurd, 'when  Congress  hare  the  power  to  regu- 
late all  Indian  coDcerns  by  act  of  Congress,  and 
the  arm  of  the  Goremmeot  is  sofficiently  strong 
to  carry  snch  regulations  into  efiect.  More  general 
justice  can  be  done  to  the  Indians  in  this  waj  than 
by  treaty.  When  the  policy  of  treating  with  the 
Indiana  was  first  adopted,  it  was  at  a  time  when 
we  found  them  thrown  upon  our  hands  by  the 
treaty  of  17B3,  without  any  provision  being  made 
for  them ;  and  at  that  time  they  were  namerous 
and  hostile,  while  the  arm  of  the  Government 
was  too  weak  to  enforce  such  rwulations  as  jus- 
tice and  good  policy  required ;  hence  ihe  neces- 
sity of  managing  them  by  treaties.  But  this  has 
passed  away;  the  arm  of  Giovemment  is  suffi- 
cient to  protect  them,  and  to  carry  inio  execution 
any  measures  called  for  by  justice  to  them,  or  by 
the  safety  of  our  borders.  Hence  the  absurdity 
of  holding  treaties  with  Indian  tribes  within  our 
territorial  limits,  subject  to  our  sovereignty  and 
municipal  regulations,  and  to  whom,  by  legisla- 
tion, every  justice  can  be  done,  and  the  safety  of 
our  so □  them  frontier  perfectly  secured. 

These  were  some  of  the  reasons  that  weighed 
upon  my  mind  for  addressing  the  Government 
on  this  subject  the  last  Spring,  in  hopes  that  I 
would  be  authorized  by  the  Eiectitive  to  have 
carried  into  full  efiect  the  orders  I  had  given  them 
ia  ISlSj  and  which  had  been  given  after  consult- 
ing the  chiefs  of  the  Creek  nation,  and  finding  it 
to  De  their  wish  and  that  they  were  willing  lo  re- 
ceive them.  At  that  lime  many  of  them  went 
up,  and,  I  am  informed,  ate  now  living  happily 
there.  1  pray  you  to  look  at  the  map  of  the 
Floridas,  and  you  will  at  one  glance  see  that  to 
locate  them  in  the  Floridas  wilf  greatly  weaken 
your  frontier,  when,  by  removing  them,  you  clear 
the  southern  borders  of  all  Indians. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  I  have  made  in- 
quiry respecting  Dexter  and  Wanton,  and  am  in- 
formed by  a  gentleman  on  whom,  from  his  char- 
acter  and  standing  in  society,  every  reliance  can 
be  placed,  that  those  persons  are  profli^te  char- 
acters.  and  are  and  have  been  engaged  in  forming 
a  settlement  in  the  Alachua  puins,  under  the 
grant  of  the  Duke  de  Alagon,  and  it  is  said  have 
obtained  a  grant  from  the  Indians,  by  deed  duly 
executed  before  witnesses,  relinquishing  to  them 
all  Indian  claim  to  a  large  tract  of  country. 
From  the  bare  reading  of  Dexter'a  letter,  and  Ihe 
Indian  talk,  I  was  impressed  with  a  belief  that 
Messrs.  Dexter  and  Wanton  were  just  such  char- 
acters as  above  described,  and  in  whom  no  confi- 
dence ought  to  be  placed,  and  who  ought,  as  I 
have  directed,  lo  be  sect  bevond  the  Floridas. 
Nothing  more  clearly  proves  the  imperious  neces- 
sity of  ordering  those  oeluded  Indians  to  the  upper 
_!.__,  they  can  be  protected  and  made 


St.  Adoustinb,  Avgiut  14,  IB31. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yoa  that,  on 
the  7th  instant,  the  acting  collector  of  this  pott 
seized  the  English  schooner  Oliander,  Thomas 
Crowder,  master,  from  Nassau,  which  bad  en- 
tered this  port  in  violation  of  the  navigation  lawa 
of  Ihe  United  States ;  having  on  board  a  quantity 
of  salt,  and  four  negroes  registered  as  slavet,  and 
shipped  as  teamen,  in  addition  to  two  while  men 
— a  number  too  great  for  so  small  a  vessel.     The 


slaves  are  held  id  safe-keeping  within  Ihe  fort, 

~  -camsCances  reported  lo  t1     " 
of  Ihe  Treasury. 


and  the  circamsCances  reported  lo  the  Secretary 


On  tbe  9lh  instant,  J.  S.  Beers,  Esq.  exhibited 
to  me  his  tetter  of  appointment  as  poatmastei  for 
this  place,  and  informed  me  that  he  had  cotft- 

Elied  with  the  conditions,  by  giving  bonds.  U« . 
as  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  ofiSce,  and  tbe 
mail  is  earned  by  contract  from  this  to  8t>  - 
Mary's,  once  aweek,  by  ihe  Genoal  GovemmenL 
On  Ihe  Ulfa  instant,  J.Rodman,  Esq.,  appointed 
collector  of  (his  port  and  district  by  the  Presideat 
of  the  United  States,  arrived,  and  produced  satis- 
factory evidence  of  nis  appointment,  and,  having 
executed  the  necessary  bonds,  has  commenced  the 
discharge  of  his  official  duties.  On  the  same  (rw- 
ning,  we  were  informed  thai  Mr.  Worthingtoo, 
secretary  of  thiu  province,  had  sailed,  with  hi> 
family,  from  Charleston,  bound  for  this  place,  on 
the  5ih  instant.  On  the  9tb,  a'  vessel  was  seen  off 
the  harbor,  which,  from  the  wind  blowing  heavy 
at  the  time,  was  not  able  to  enter  the  har^r,  and 
passed  off  to  the  south.  We  are  daily  expecting 
him.  Yesterday,  Captain  Hanfaam  arrived,  bearer 
of  despatches  from  your  Excellency  lo  Mr.  Wor- 
tbingion^  which  are  in  my  posses.sion ;  and,  as  all 
persons  in  the  province  appear  to  be  reconciled  to 
the  powers  that  be,  I  have  thought  proper  not  to 
promulgate  the  system  of  organization  of  civil 
and  judicial  officers  directed  to  be  carried  into 
effect,  as  it  will  be  better  done  by  Mr.  Worthing- 
ton,  and  have  a  better  effect,  for  from  new  offi- 
cers new  regulations  will  be  expected.  The  com- 
mission for  Mr,  Forbes  remains,  for  the  same 

I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Dexter,  accompanied  by  a  talk  held  with 
the  Seminoles,  who  are,  at  this  time,  in  a  state  of 
great  uncertainty  of  what  will  be  the  course  Gov- 
ernment will  pursue  towards  them.  A  person 
qualified  and  acquainted  with  the  Indian  charac- 
ter could  make  any  rea.sonable  terms  with  them ; 
but,  if  there  should  be  much  greater  delay,  there 
will  be  a  war  between  them  and  the  Creeks  j 
whicif,  if  sanctioned  by  Government,  must  endin 
the  extermination  of  the  Seminoles,  or  will  drive 
them  to  great  excesses  on  the  inhabitants  here  { 
and  will  prevent,  during  the  time,  any  white  per- 
son from  travelling  in  the  interior  of  Ihe  country. 
They  have  already  turned  back  persona  who  were 
going  to  survey  lands.  The  sub-agent  is  of  no 
use  to  them  or  the  Government,  from  a  want  of 
knowledge  of  Indian  character,  and  the  policy  of 
our  Government  towards  ihem.  Our  Itoopa  are 
healthy. 
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Moat  respectfuUv,  I  am,  »ir,  your  obedient  Mr 
TMit,  JNO.  R.  BELL, 

Copt.  Com'ff  and  Piwl.  Sei^y  of  K  F. 
Hnj.  Otn.  Andrew  Jacksoh, 

OmenoT  oftht  Florida*. 


St.  AcausTiHE,  Avgvt  12,  1821. 
Sif :  The  enclosed  i*  traucribed  from  a  pencil 
copf ,  accidentallir  retained  for  mf  [«ir«ie  Mtis- 
fiKluit,  uid  may,  poMiUy ,  defiate  slightlr  in  Un- 
saage  from  the  onginal,  placed  in  the  hands  of  a 
friend  ID  Sooth  Carolina  to  be  tmumitted  to  the 


I  bare  bem  exliemely  free  and  naKMived  in 
my  eommuDicBtioD  to  you  on  thi«  lubject ;  and  if 
my  lou  acquaintance  with  and  residence  among 
the  Inuans,  aod  the  confideoce  they  rapoae  in  me, 
caa  be  naefnl  to  yonr  Ooremmoit,  I  trust  It  is 
BiiMtn  to  add  that  you  may  command  my  aer- 
vicM  in  any  manner,  or  to  any  ezleitt.  I  do  net 
mmme  too  much  in  nadertakii^  the  ume  for  Mr. 
Waotoo.    1  am,  &e. 

HORATIO  a.  DEXTER. 

Capt.  Jno.  R.  Bell, 

Qm'ff  and  Prov'l  Ste'y  of  E.  F. 


all  Florida  to  the  Amaicaos,  and 
try  of  the  Seminolei  is  iocluded  in  the  tale. 
Scarcely  two  years  hare  paued  away  since  we 
were  iDiormed  that  the  whole  of  the  same  coun- 
try was  sold  by  the  King  of  Spain  to  three  of  hi» 
warriors.  Brolherr,  how  is  this  1  The  King  first 
s^s  a  country  to  one  man,  and  then  sells  the  same 
to  another;  and,  in  both  cases,  witboDt  the  con- 
sent of  the  real  proprietors  and  inhabitants.  The 
wbole  of  this  is  a  mystery  Co  us,  which  we  canool 
understand.  However,  we  are  a  foolish  people, 
and  look  to  yon  for  an  eiplaDatioo  of  these  thiags ; 
and  we  ask  yon  to  tell  us  which  sale  will  be  good, 
(with  our  coDHal,)  or  if  the  Eing  can  sell  our 
country  as  oAen  as  he  pleases,  without  our  con- 
sent 1  For  moie  than  a  nundred  summers  has  the 
Seminole  warrior  reposed  in  the  cool  shade  of  bis 
live  oak.  The  sun  of  a  hundred  winlers  has  rineQ 
upon  his  ardent  chase  of  the  bear  and  deer;  and 
no  one  has  quntioned  his  right,  or  disputed  bis 
range.  How.  then,  can  the  Spaniards  sell  the 
country  which  they  nerei  dared  to  tread  without 
our  leave  1  We  hare  a  treaty,  now  in  force,  made 
with  the  English  in  the  days  of  Gorernor  Tonyng, 
br  which  we  relinquished  to  them  the  countrr  east 
01  St.  John's  and  the  head  of  the  Si.  Mary's  and 
north  of  the  Mosauito.  This  is  all  ihe  English 
erer  claimed,  or  all  the  Spaniards  or  Americans 
erer  could  claim,  according  to  our  nations  of  jas- 
liee.  Brothers:  we  wi»h  you  to  tell  us  whether 
tbe  Eing  of  Spain  has  sola  to  the  Americans  our 
cattle  and  negroes,  as  well  as  our  land^T  Broth- 
ers: we  wish  you  to  tell  us  whether  the  big  man, 
the  father  of  the  American  people,  is  determined 
to  deprive  us  of  our  lands,  and  give  them  to  his 


own  children  1  We  have  heard  that  he  is  a  great 
warrior,  and  a  good  nkan,  and  would  not  sufler  the 
Eing  of  Spain  to  sell  America  to  another  people. 
How,  then,  can  he  suppose  we  ou^ht  to  submit  to 
such  an  injtiry  ^  The  Great  Spint,  the  master  of 
breath,  gave  one  country  to  tbe  Spaniards,  aaotber 
to  tbe  Americans,  and  another  to  as;  we  ought 
all  to  respect  each  other's  rights,  though  oar  cat- 
toms  be  different,  and  smoke  ine  pipe  in  peace  with 
each  other.  The  Americans  lire  m  towns,  where 
more  than  a  thousand  people  ma  about,  in  a  ^rcat 
huriT,  orer  a  smalt  piece  of  land.  The  Senunole 
is  of  a  wild  and  scattered  race,  that  swims  rireix, 
runs  and  jumps  orer  logs,  with  the  rifle  in  his 
hand,  in  puranit  of  food — the  whooping  crane  that 
builds  its  neat  at  night  far  from  the  spot  wboe  it 
dashed  the  dew  from  the  grass  and  toe  flowv  ia 
the  momiog.  The  Qreat  Spirit  is  the  author  tf 
this  diflerence,  and  has  given  to  the  one  as  good  a 
title  to  his  hunting  grounds  as  he  has  to  the  oiben 
their  towns. 

We  cannot  understand  how  the  King,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  big  water,  can  sdl  our  covoiliy ; 
or  a  big  man,  on  this  side,  purchase  it  without  out 
consent.  As  for  your  rights  among  us,  in  land, 
negroes,  and  cattle,  they  shall  always  be  respected ; 
but  we  wish  you  to  understand  we  are  desirous  of 
lirinj:  in  quiet  possession  of  our  lands,  and  in  peace 
with  our  new  brothers,  the  Americaits;  aita  we 
think  they  ought  to  bare  the  lands  east  of  SL 
John's  to  the  Spring  Qarden,  and  from  ihe  Hos- 
quitq  north,  but  noihtng  more.  The  whole  coan? 
try  was  ours  long  ago,  and  we  hare  parted  oaly 
with  a  small  portion.  Brothers :  we  wish  you  to 
explain  these  things,  and  tell  us  how  we  sImU  act 
in  the  present  circumstance;  and  hope  the  Amer- 
icans will  not  treat  us  as  the  Spaniards  have  d<»e-. 
and  inform  tii,  also,  when  Captain  Jackson  will 
be  here. 

Rtplf  o/E.  Wamlm  amdH.8.  DtsUr. 
We  hare  listened  to  your  talk  with  great  patioice, 
and  will  explain  to  you  our  thoughts  on  tbe  sub- 
ject, from  an  open  heart  and  siogle  tougue.  The 
story  you  hare  beard  is  no  lie.  Tbe  Spanish 
Eing  has  twice  sold  your  country:  first,  as  you 
have  long  since  been  informed,  to  three  of  tus 
warriors ;  and,  lately,  to  the  big  man  at  Washing- 
ton. As  to  the  mode  and  manner  the  sale  was 
effected,  in  both  cases  it  was  bj  signing  the  words 
"  El  Rey"  on  tbe  comer  of  a  sheet  of  paper. 
Which  of  these  transactions  may  be  tbe  b»t,  we 
do  not  pretend  to  judge.  That  both  parties  re~ 
ceived  titles  from  the  King  of  Spain,  is  rery  wril 
ascertained  ;  and  that  both  will  make  tbe  most  of 
their  bargain,  there  is  very  Utile  reason  la  doobt- 
It  will  be,  therefore,  necessary,  if  you  desire  to  re- 
tain your  lands,  to  take  measures  immediately. 
The  great  man  at  Washinalon,  the  President  of 
cheUniled  Stales,  was,  probaUy,  not  well  informn] 
of  your  rights  when  he  purchased  Florida  from 
the  Spaniards ;  and,  if  tbey  told  him  a  lie,  and 
made  him  believe  they  owned  your  lands,  he  mif 
still  change  his  opinion,  and  do  you  justice  at  ibe 
last.  We  advise  you  to  send  a  talk  to  him  ;  let  i\ 
be  a  talk  of  peace ;  setting  forth  your  ri^is,  aa' 
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■howiog  youi  desiie  to  live  oa  good  tenns  with 
the  AmericBDa.  We  idTiie  you,  alK>,  to  appoint 
some  iatelligent  and  faithful  white  man  to  repre- 
Eent  your  rights,  and  convej  youi  wishes  to  the 
Pretident.  Shootd  the  President  still  not  yield  to 
the  Justice  of  jronr  claims,  bnt  desire  yonr  lands, 
he  will  then  either  ofier  you  a  sum  of  money  or 
land  elsewhere.  He  may  also  consent  to  put  his 
mark,  with  a  pen,  to  paper,  recognising  your  boun- 
dary lines  estahlishnl  by  GhtTemor  Tonyng,  or 
some  other  boundary.  The  President  has  not 
purchased  your  negroes  and  cattle ;  do  not  give 
credit  to  such  s  story  ;  it  originates  in  a  plan  to 
cheat  your  people  oatof  their  property.  We  suppose 
that  Captain  Jacluon  will  be  in  St.  Augustine  in 
abotit  two  moons;  but  bis  arrivBl  ought  not  to 
gire  jfou  uneasiness,  as,  we  snppoM,  he  means  not 
to  injure  you.  It  b  not  in  our  power  to  inform 
you  of  the  policy  our  father  at  Washington  intends 
to  pursue  towards  the  Seminoles.  We  ought, 
however,  to  expect  every  thing  favorable  from  a 
great  Gbvemment^  professing  to  act  upon  just 
principles,  and  motives  friendly  to  the  red  people. 


We,  however,  advise  you  to  make  known  your 
rights  and  wishes  to  the  President,  and  propose  to 
settle  all  your  differences  bj  a  treaty.  In  this 
basiness  we  will  cheerf\)lly  give  you  all  the  issis- 
taace  in  our  power. 

Bbotbesb  :  We  hare  listened  to  your  talk,  and 
approve  of  your  advice.  Yon  have  always  told 
us  the  truth,  and,  therefore,  we  rely  on  your  opinion. 
We  give  you  the  power  to  send  a  talk  to  the  big 
man  at  Washington ;  and,  also,  to  make  a  treaty 
with  him,  or  appoint  a  good  man  to  do  so.  Let 
it,  however,  be  underEtood  that  we  do  not  wish  to 
dispose  of  our  country,  nor  to  be  transported  among 
strange  tribes  of  Indians  who  may  injure  tis. 

The  above  is  a  talk  delivered  to  E.  Wanton  and 
Horatio  8.  Dexter,  on  the  24th  May,  1621,  by 
Miconopv,  king  of  the  Seminole  Indians,  com- 
monly called  the  Pond  Governor;  vriththeanswer 
of  E.  Wanton  and  H.  S.  Dexter  to  the  same. 
Fifty-four  of  the  principal  Indians  present. 
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PUBLIC  ACTS   OF   CONGEESS; 


PASSED  AT  THE   FIRST  SESSION   OF  THE  SEVENTEENTH   CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AND 
HELD  AT  THE  CITY   OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,   DBCEMBEB    a,   IBSl. 


Au  Act  authoriiing  tha  tTuumiMiDD  ol  ceiUk  doc«- 
mentj  free  of  poaUg*. 

Bt  U  enacted,  bj/  tht  Senate  and  /fouw  a/  Repn- 
Mntattntt  of  the  United  State»  of  Arsaiea  in  Congreu 
aaitmbUd,  That  the  Membcra  of  Cong^ms,  the 
Secreiarj  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Repreten  la  lives,  be,  and  thef  aie  hereby, 
authorized  to  transnut,  free  of  postage,  to  anj 
pott  office  within  the  United  States,  or  the  tern- 
tories  thereof,  any  documents  which  luTe  been,  or 
may  be,  printed  by  order  of  either  House. 

Approved,  December  19, 1821. 

An  Act  reviTing  and  uteDdinB  tha  time  allowad  /or 
the  redenpUoD  of  land  sold  lor  direct  tuei  in  eer- 

Be  it  madtd,  ft.,  That  the  lime  allowed  for 
the  redemption  of  lands  which  have  been,  or  may 
be,  «old  for  Ibe  non-payment  of  taxes  under  the 
sererel  acts,  passed  the  second  daj  of  Ausnst,  one 
tbonund  eight  bondred  and  thurteen,  the  ninth 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  and  the  fifth  day  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  for  laying  and  collect- 
ing a  direct  lax  within  the  United  States,  so  far 
as  the  same  hare  been  purchased  for,  tad  in  be- 
half of,  [he  United  States,  be  revived  and  extend- 
ed for  the  term  of  one  year  from  the  end  of  the 
present  Kasion  of  Congress:  Provided,  That,  on 
AUch  redemption,  interest  shall  be  paid,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  per  centum  per  anDum,  on  the  taxes 
aforesaid,  and  on  the  additions  of  twenty  per 
centum  chargeaUe  thereon,  and  the  right  of  re- 
demption sh^  inure,  as  well  to  the  beirs  and 
assigneea  of  the  land  so  purchased  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  as  to  the  original  owners 
thereof. 

Approved,  February  4, 1822. 


Aa  Act  to  re*i«e  and  eonltnaa  in  fbrca  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  fi)?  peraona  who  ware  diaablad 
by  known  woanda  receiTcd  in  the  RevoloUonary 

Be  U  eaaeUd,  ^e..  That  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
^rounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  passed 
on  the  tenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  and  limited,  as  in  said  act  de- 
clared, to  the  term  of  six  years,  and  allerwards 
rerived  and  continued  in  force  for  and  during  the 


term  of  six  years,  by  an  act,  entitled  "Ad  act  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  'An  act  to  provide 
for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April, 
iQtne  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve, 
and  anerwarda  revived  and  continued  in  force  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  by  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
to  revive  and  continue  in  force  an  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  prwide  for  persons  who  were  disabled 
by  known  wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  passed  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  in  the 
year  one  ihoiuand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
shall  be,  and  the  said  act  is  hereby,  revived  and 
contiaued  in  full  force  and  effect,  for  and  durioE 
the  term  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  passing  oT 
this  act,  and  from  thence  unto  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress:  Provided,  That  any  evidence 
which  has  been  taken  to  support  any  claim  of  any  . 
person  disabled  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  under 
ihe  authority  of  the  "Act  of  the  fifteenth  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,''  reviving 
and  continuing  in  force,  for  one  year,  "An  act  lo 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  shall 
be  received  and  acted  upon  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  said  act  was  still 
in  force  and  had  not  expired:  And  provided,  alto, 
That  this  act,  and  any  thing  contained  in  the  act 
hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force,  shall  not 
be  conatfued  to  repeal  or  make  void  the  fourth 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  in- 
valid pensions,"  passed  ihe  third  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen ;  and  the  said 
fourth  section  of  the  said  last  mentioned  act  shall 
be,  and  Ihe  same  is  hereby  declared  to  be,  and  lo 
continue  to  be  in  full  force  and  effeclj  any  thing 
in  the  said  act,  hereby  revived  and  continued  in 
force,  lo  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  Ufurther  enacted.  That  the  right 
any  person  now  has,  or  hereafter  may  acquire,  to 
receive  a  pension  in  virtue  of  any  law  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  shall  be  construed  to  commence  at  the 
time  of  completing  his  testimony  pursuant  to  the 
act  hereby  revived  and  continued  in  force. 

Skc.  3.  AndUitfiiTtheTenadid,  That  the  agents 
for  the  payment  of  pensions  to  invalid  pensioners 
of  the  United  Slates,  shall,  in  future,  Ik  required 
to  give  bonds,  with  two  or  more  sureties,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,  in  such  penalty  at  he  shall  direct,  for  ifae 
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faithful  diKhirge  of  the  dalin  confided  to  them 
Kipectivelf. 
Approred,  Februar;  4, 1B32. 

Ad  Act  makiuB  pKitiil  apfiTopriKtiana  for  tb«  lupport 

of  the  N>*y  of  tb«  United  Statei,  daring  the  jaai 

an«  tboQund  eight  hnndred  and  tiranty-tna. 

Be  it  enactai  f  c.    Thai  the  following  sums  be, 

and  they  aie  nereoy  appropriated,  to  the  object) 

herein  specified^  to  wit:   for  the  pay  and  sabsisc- 

ence  of  the  omcers,  and  pay  of  tlie  seamen,  one 

hundred  thousand  dollars ;  lor  provisions,  twenty 

thousand  dollars;   for  repairs,  twenty  thousand 

dollars ;  for  contingent  expenses,  twenty  thousand 

dollars. 

Sec.  2.    And  be  it  JUriJur  enacted.  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  herein  before  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  01  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wiae  appropriated. 
Approved,  February  19,  1822. 


Be  U  enaOed,  ^.,  That  the  certifieatEs  of  the 
funded  debt  of  the  United  Slates,  which,  upon 
the  assuinptioD  of  the  debts  of  the  several  credi- 
tor States,  were  issued  in  tbeir  favor,  respectively, 
be,  and  hereby  are,  made  Iransferrable,  according 
to  the  rules  and  forms  instituted  for  the  purpose 
of  transfers  of  the  pubtic  debt. 

Approved,  February  19, 1832. 

An  Act  for  the  prasetvatian  of  the  timber  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  in  Florida. 
Be  ii  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  em- 
ploy so  much  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States  as  may  be  ikecesaary  efibctually  to 
prevent  the  felling,  cutting  down,  M  other  destruc- 
tion of,  the  timber  of  the  United  State*  in  Florida ; 
and,  abo,  to  prevent  the  tianspoclalion  or  carrying 
away  such  umber  as  may  be  already  felled  or  cnl 
down;  and  to  take  such  other  and  further 


Florida. 
Approved,  February  33,  1632. 

An    Act   for  the   appoitioDinent  of    RcpreacnialiTM 
among  the  several  States,  according  to  the  Foarlh 

Be  it  enadei,  <f  c,  That,  from  and  after  the  third 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  the  House  of  Represenlatirea  shall 
be  composed  of  members  elected  agreeably  to  a 
ratio  of  one  Representative  for  every  forty  thou- 
sand persons  in  each  Stale,  computed  according 
to  the  rule  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  that  is  to  say :  within  the  State 
of  Maine,  seven:  within  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, six;  within  the  Stale  of  Massachusetts, 
thirteen:  within  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  two; 
within  the  State  of  Connecticut,  six ;  within  the 


State  of  Vermont,  five ;  within  the  Suie  of  Ne* 
York,  thirty-four  :  within  the  Stale  of  New  Ja- 
sey, six;  within  the  Staleof  Pennsylvania, twea- 
tf-sis ;  within  xht  State  of  Delaware,  one ;  wjibia 
the  State  of  Maryland,  nine ;  within  the  State  erf 
Virginia,  twenty-two ;  within  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  ihirieen ;  within  the  Slate  of  Soaih 
Carolina,  nine;  within  the  State  of  Geoivii, 
aeven;  within  the  Stateof  Alabama,  two;  withia 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  one;  within  the  Stateof 
Louisiana,  three ;  within  the  Slate  of  Tennessee, 
nine;  within  the  Sute  of  Kentucky,  twelve t 
wltbin  the  State  of  Ohio,  fourteen;  within  the 
State  of  Indiana,  three ;  within  the  State  of  lUi- 
Dois,  one ;  and  within  the  State  of  Hiatotiri,  one. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furthir  enaeled.  That,  as  the 
returns  of  the  Marshal  of  the  State  of  Alabama 
are  not  complete,  in  ctmsequenee  of  the  death  of 
the  fonner  Marshal,  who  commenced  theenumei^ 
ation  in  said  State,  nothing  in  this  act  contained 
ahall  be  constmed  to  prevent  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama from  havingthreeR^resentativea,ifitifa*Il 
be  made  to  appear  to  Congras,  at  the  next  sosin, 
that  the  said  Sute,ai  the  time  of  pacing  tiiis  act, 
would  have  been  entitled  to  that  numbn,  aeeord- 
ine  to  its  population  and  the  ratio  hereby  eaiab- 
lisbed,  if  the  said  returns  had  been  coiD|dete. 

Approved,  March  7, 1822. 

An  Act  making  appn^riationa  far  the  HiKtarj  Btrria 

of  the  United  Stitei  for  the  year  <»ie  thoniod 

eight  hundred  and   twcn^-tWD,  and  towaidi  iha 

•enice  of  the  jear  one  tbooaand  eight  hundred  aaj 

twenty-three. 

I     Be  it  imaeled,  fc.   That  the  following  sum*  be, 

:  and  the  same  are  hereby,  re^Mctively  appropriated 

'  for  the  military  serrice  of  the  Uaiied  States  kt 

the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweaiT- 

For  the  pay  of  tbe  Army  and  subsistence  of 
the  officers,  oine  hundred  and  eiKhty-twothowud 
nine  hundred  and  seventeen  dollars,  indadiag  the 
sum  of  eighty-six  ibooasod  nine  hundred  diJlars, 
for  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  oBSeen  and 
cadet*  belonging  to  the  Military  Academy  ai 
West  Point. 

For  sabsislance,  in  addition  lo  an  unexpaded 
balance  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thottmuid  ei^ 
hundred  and  sixty-three  doUars  and  thirtp^rra 
cents,  the  sam  of  cae  hundred  and  Berenty-fnar 
thotuand  seven  htudred  and  ninety-three  doUtrs 
and  sixty-three  cents. 

For  forage  for  officers,  in  addition  to  an  onei- 
pended  balance  of  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixtv-nine  dollars,  the  sum  of  fire  thousand 
six  hundred  and  seveoty-Qve  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and'  ho^ital  department,  ia 
addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  twelve 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  doUan 
and  foity-four  cents,  the  sum  of  twentr-two  iImm- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  aai 

For  the  purchasing  department,  in  additKM  u 
an  unexpended  balance  of  fifty-five  thoaand  mai 
eighty-nine  dollars  and  forty  cents,  the  son  ef 
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se*entr-tliT«e  thonsand  foar  liandred  «Dd  thirty- 
ihree  dollars;  and  for  the  porchsse  of  wooUeai 
for  ihe  year  one  thousand  eight  huadted  and 
twentf-thrw,  the  Eum  of  ■eventy'fiT«  tbousBDd 

For  the  QoarteriDaBter  Qeaeral's  department, 
for  r^ular  supplies,  traniportitioD,  reat,  and  re- 
pairs, postase,  courts  martial,  fad,  and  contin- 
gencies, and  for  extra  pay  to  soldiers  employed  in 
the  erection  and  repairs  of  barracks  and  other 
labor,  three  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  two 
bandred  and  serenteen  doUart. 

For  the  contiDgencies  of  the  Army,  twenty 
ihouMnd  dollarc. 

For  QjurterinaBter's  snpplies,  tiaDsportalion, 
mathematical  iDtlrumente,  boolu,  and  staiiooery, 
for  the  Military  Academy,  thirteen  thonsaad  nine 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars. 

For  the  |>ensions  of  the  inyalids,  to  the  commu- 
tttioD  pensioners,  and  to  the  widows  and  orphans, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  twenty- 
seven  thousand  eight  huadred  and  ninety-one  dol- 
lars and  five  cents,  the  sum  of  three  hnndred  and 
seventeen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eight  dollars. 
For  pensions  to  the  Revolationary  pensioners  of 
the  United  States,  including  a  deSetmcy  in  the 
appropriation  of  last  year  of  four  hundred  and 
£fiy-one  thousand  eignt  hundred  and  thirty-six 
dollars  and  fifty-seren  cent^  and,  io  addition  to 
the  unexpended  balance  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  of  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty,  the  sum  of  one 
million  six  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  five 
bandred  and  uinely-one  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  the  State  of 
Maryland  of  moneys  paid  by  that  Slate  to  the 
United  States,  as  the  purchase  money  of  public 
arms,  which  have  not  been  fully  supplied,  the  sura 
of  five  bandied  and  twenty-seven  dollars. 

Sec,  2.  Awl  be  U  furOur  eaaOed,  That  the  sev- 
eral   appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  OQt  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 
Approved,  March  15,  1822. 


An  Act  to  prcTide  for  the  da*  execnlion  of  tfa«  laws 

of  th«  United  Butea,  witlkin  the  But*  of  Miwonri, 

nod  fill  the  eiteblldiniBDtDf  a  district  coort  Uwrein. 

Bt  U  enacted,  fc.  That  alt  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 

ed   Stato,  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable, 

hali  have  the  same  force  and  effect  within  the 

aid   State  of  Hissouri,  as  elsewhere  within  the 

Jnited  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fittihtr  enaettd.  That  the  said 
tiate  of  Missouri  shall  be  one  district,  and  be 
ailed  the  Hissouri  district;  and  a  district conri 
hall  be  held  therein,  to  consist  of  one  judge,  who 
iali  reside  io  the  said  district,  and  oe  called  a 
istriet  judge;  he  shall  hold,  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
roment  of  the  said  State,  three  sessions,  annn- 
Uy,  the  first  to  commence  on  the  first  Monday  in 
uoe  next,  and  the  other  two  sessions,  progrea- 
Tely,  on  the  like  Monday  in  every  fotutb  calen- 
ir  motUb  afterwards ;  and  he  shall,  in  all  things, 


the  same  jurisdiction  end  pow- 
ers which  were  by  law  given  to  the  judge  of  the 
Kentucky  district,  under  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United 
States,"  and  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act,  in  addition 
to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
courts  of  the  United  Slates,"  approved  the  second 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three,  and  the  acts  supplementary  thereto. 
The  said  judge  shall  appoint  a  clerk  for  the  said 
district,  who  shall  reside  and  keep  the  records  of 
the  court  at  the  place  of  holding  the  same,  and 
shall  receive,  for  the  services  performed  by  him, 
the  same  fees  Io  which  the  cterK  of  the  Kentucky 
district  is  entitled  for  similar  services:  Provfdedf 
That,  until  the  government  shall  be  removed  to 
the  permanent  seat  fixed,  or  to  be  fixed,  by  the 
said  Slate,  the  said  court  shall  be  held  at  the  town 
of  St.  Louis. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  /itrther  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  the  said  judge  of  the 
said  district  court,  the  annual  compensation  of 
twelve  hundred  dollars;  to  commence  from  the 
date  of  his  appointment,  to  be  paid  quarter-yearly, 
at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sbc.  i.  And  be  it  flerther  enaded,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  said  district  a  person 
learned  in  the  law,  to  act  ai  attorney  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  who  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stated 
fees,  bepaid  by  the  United  States  two  hundred 
dollars  annually,  as  a  full  compensation  for  all 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fiather  enacted.  That  a  mar- 
shal shall  be  appointed  for  the  said  district,  who 
shall  perform  toe  same  dniies,  be  subject  to  the 
same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to 
the  same  fees,  as  are  provided  for,  and  prescribed 
to,  marshals  in  other  districts,  and  shall,  more- 
over, be  entitled  to  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars 
annually,  as  a  compensation  for  all  extra  services. 

Sec.  6.  Andbe  U  fierther  enactvL  That  all  canaes 
pending^  in  the  State  courts,  at  the  passage  of  this 
act,  which,  by  law,  were  transferrable  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  courts,  may  be  so  removed  under  the 
rules  governing  such  removals,  as  soon  after  the 
passage  of  this  act  as  may  be  reasonably  practi- 
cable. 

Approved,  March  16, 1B22. 


An  Act  tat  the  BstaUiahmant  of  a  Teirilorial  Oot- 
emment  in  Florida. 

Bi  it  tnaded,  fc.  That  all  that  territory  ceded 
by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  known  by  the  name 
of  Bast  and  West  Florida,  shall  constitute  a  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  the  government  whereof 
shall  be  organized  and  administered  as  follows : 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enatUd,  That  the  Ex- 
ecniive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Qovernor,  who 
shall  reside  in  the  said  Territory,  and  hold  his 
office  during  the  term  of  three  year^  unless  sooner 
removed  by  the  President  of  the  United  State*. 
He  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  militia  of 
the  said  Territory,  and  be,  ex  officio,  superinieod- 
enl  of  Indian  amira,  and  shall  have  power  to 
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gnnt  pirdoDi  for  offeoces  agaioai  the  said  Terri- 
tory, and  TcprieTea  for  tbose  against  the  Uaited 
StHt«s,  until  the  decisioD  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  thereon  shall  be  made  knowD,  and 
to  appoint  aad  commisBiou  all  officers,  civil  and 
of  tne  miiitia,  whose  appoiatmenls  are  not  herein 
otherwise  prorided  foi.  and  which  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  lawj  he  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faitbfulry  executed. 

Sec.  1  And  U  it  /urtlur  enacted,  That  a  secre- 
tary of  the  Territory  shall  also  be  appointed,  who 
ahaU  hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  four  yean, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whose  duly  it  sball  be,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Oovemor,  lo  record  and  preserve  all 
the  papers  and  proceedings  of  the  Ezecutire,  and 
all  the  acts  of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, and  transmit  authentic  copies  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Governor,  in  his  Executive  depart- 
meat,  every  six  mooihs,  to  the  President  oi  the 
United  Stales. 

Sec.  4.  And  Jit  it  Jiirther  eaaded.  That,  in  case 
of  the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  necessary 
absence  of  the  Governor  of  the  said  Tenitory,  the 
secretary  thereof  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  author- 
ized and  required,  to  execute  all  the  powers,  and 
perform  all  the  duties,  of  the  Governor,  during  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  removal,  resignation, 
or  necessary  absence  of  the  said  Governor. 
*  Sec.  5.  And  be  itfnnher  enaOed,  Thai  the  legis- 
lative povrer  shall  lie  vested  ia  the  Governor,  and 
in  thirteen  of  the  most  fit  and  discreet  persons  of 
the  Territory,  to  be  called  the  Lesislative  Coun- 
cil, who  shall  be  appointed  annuBlly  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Stales,  by  aad  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  from  among  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates  residing  there.  The 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  said  Legislative  CoudcII,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
shall  have  power  lo  alter,  modify,  or  repeal  the 
laws  which  may  be  in  force  at  the  commencement 
of  this  BCL  The  legislative  powers  shall  also  ex* 
tend  to  all  the  rightful  subjects  of  legislation ;  bui 
no  law  shall  be  valid  which  is  inconsistent  with 
the  Consiitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Slates,  or 
which  shall  lay  any  person  under  restraint,  bar- 
den,  or  disability,  on  account  of  his  religious  opin- 
ions, professions,  or  worship ;  in  all  which  he  snail 
be  free  to  maintain  his  own,  and  not  burdened  with 
those  of  another.  The  Governor  shall  publish, 
throughout  (be  said  Territory,  all  the  laws  which 
shall  be  made,  and  shall,  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  in  December  in  each  year,  report  the  same 
to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  lo  be  laid 
before  Congress,  which,  if  disapproved  by  Cob- 
gres.>i,  shall  thenceforth  be  of  no  force.  The  Gov- 
ernor and  Legislative  Council  shall  have  no  power 
over  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil,  nor  to  tax 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  nor  to  interfere 
with  the  claims  to  lands  within  the  said  Terri- 
tory ;  ibe  Legislatiyf  Council  shall  hold  a  session 
once  in  each  year,  commencing  its  first  session  on 
the  second  Monday  of  June  next,  at  Pensacola,  and 
eoDiinue  in  session  not  longer  than  two  months; 
and  thereafter,  on  the  first  Monday  in  May,  in 
each  and  every  year,  but  shall  not  continue  longer 


session  than  four  weeks,  to  behddatsuehiiMe 
said.  Territory  as  the  Governor  and  Comdl 
shall  direct.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Govttm 
to  obtain  all  the  information  in  his  power  is  rda- 
lion  to  the  customs,  habits,  and  dispositions,  of  ih 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Territarr,  knd  comnuiu- 
cate  the  same,  from  lime  to  time,  to  the  Presideot 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  itfuTther  enaOtd,  That  ihe  joih- 
cial  power  shall  be  vested  in  twx>  sapenor  cento. 
and  msnch  inferior  courts  and  justices  of  the  pact 
as  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  mij, 
from  time  to  time,  establish.  There  shall  bes  iU' 
perior  court  for  that  part  of  the  Totitory  ksown 
as  East  Florida,  to  consist  of  one  jud^ ;  he  shall 
hold  a  court  on  the  first  Mondays  in  Janmrr. 
April,  July,  and  October,  in  each  year,  at  Sl  An- 

Lisline,  and  at  such  other  limea  ajid  places  a  ihc 
egislalive  Council  shall  direct.     There  ihill  be 


hold  a  court  at  Pensacola  on  the  first  Moadtji  in 
January,  April,  July,  and  October,  in  each  jtat, 
and  at  such  other  times  and  places  as  the  Ltgt^- 
tive  Council  shall  direct.  Within  its  limits,  hmic 
described,  each  court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  all 
criminal  eases,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all 
capital  cases,  and  original  jntiadiction  in  all  eini 
cases  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  dollars,  ariaag 
under,  and  cognizable  by,  the  lairs  of  the  Tem- 
lory  now  in  lurce  therein,  or  which  may,  at  uj' 
time,  he  enacted  by  the  Legislatire  Council  Ikat- 
of.  Each  judge  shall  appoint  a  clerk  for  his  n- 
■peclive  court,  who  shall  reside,  respectively,  ti 
St.  Augustine  and  Pensacola,  tind  they  sboUkup 
the  records  there.  Each  clerk  ahall  receive  fof 
his  services,  in  all  cases  arising'  under  the  Teni- 
lorial  laws,  such  fees  as  may  be  established  I?  tkc 
L^islative  Council. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tub.  oi 
the  said  superior  courts  shall,  moreover,  bare  and 
exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  within  its  limits,  u 
all  cases  arising  under  the  laws  and  Constiimioii 
of  the  Untied  Stales,  which,  by  aa  act  to  pub- 
lish the  judicial  power  of  the  United  Statet,  ap- 
proved the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September,  ooe 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine;  indta 
act  in  addition  to  tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  lofi- 
lablish  the  judicial  courts  of  tbe  United  Suits.' 
approved  Ihe  second  day  of  Marck,  one  ihountd 
seven  hundred  and  nbet^-lbree,  waa  vested  in  ibe 
court  of  the  Kentucky  district.  And  writs  of  er- 
ror and. appeal  from  tne  decisions  in  the  said  supe- 
rior courts,  authorized  by  this  section  of  ihia  id. 
shall  be  made  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unitri 
Stales,  in  the  same  cases,  and  under  the  sainert|- 
ulalions,  as  from  the  circuit  conrts  of  the  Uoiiel 
Slates.  The  clerks,  respeetirely,  shall  keep  tix 
records  at  the  places  where  the  conrts  are  btii 
and  shall  receive,  io  all  cases  arising  nader  thr 
laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  lir 
same  fees  which  the  clerk  of  the  Kentucky  distnc 
received  for  similar  services,  whilst  that  court  n- 
ercised  the  powers  of  the  circuit  and  district  come 
There  shall  be  appointed,  in  (he said  Temtny,  m 
persons  learned  in  the  law,  to  act  as  Mtoraq'i  fa: 
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heUniled  Stales  as  well  as  for  (he  Territory;  one 
or  tbal  part  of  the  Territory  known  as  East  Flor- 
dajthe  other  for  that  pari  of  the  Territory  known 
IS  West  Florida.  To  each  of  whom,  in  addition 
0  his  stated  fees,  shall  be  paid,  anaually,  two  huQ- 
Ired  dollars,  as  a  fu!l  compeosaiion  for  all  extra 
eTTJces,  There  shall  also  be  appointed  two  mar- 
hals,  one  for  each  of  the  said  superior  courts,  who 
ball,  each,  perform  the  same  duties,  be  subject  lo 
he  same  regulations  and  penalties,  and  be  entitled 
o  the  same  fees,  to  which  marshals  in  other  dis- 
ricts  are  entitled  for  similar  services;  and  shall, 
a  addition  be  paid  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dol- 
ars,  annually,  as  a  compensation  for  all  extra  ser- 

Sec.  8.  And  he  it  JHrlher  enaeled.  That  the  Go' 
rnor,  Secretary,  Judges  of  the  Superior  Courts, 
!)istrict  Attorneys,  Marshals,  and  all  eeneral  offi- 
ers  of  the  militia,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
dent  of  the  United  Slates,  by  and  with  the  advice 
.nd  consent  of  the  Senate.  All  judicial  officers 
hall  hold  their  offices  for  the  term  of  four  years, 
lod  DO  longer.  The  Qovernor,  Secretary,  Judges, 
nembeis  of  the  Legislative  Council,  Justices  of 
he  Peace,  and  all  other  officers,  civil  and  of  the 
ailiiia,  before  ihey  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their 
espective  offices,  shall  lake  an  oath  or  affirmation 

0  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
nd  lor  (he  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their 
'ffice;  the  Governor,  before  the  President  of  thi 
Jailed  States,  or  before  a  Jndge  of  the  supreme  oi 
istrict  court  of  the  United  States,  or  before  such, 
(her  person  as  (he  President  of  the  United  States 
hall  authorize  to  administer  the  same ;  the  Sec- 
eiary,  Judges,  and  members  of  the  Legislative 
'o unci], before  the  Governor;  and  all  other  offi- 
era,  helbre  soch  persons  as  the  Governor  shall 
irect.  The  Governor  shall  receive  an  annual 
ilary  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  the 
lecrelary  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  and 
le  Judges,  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
ich,  to  be  paid  quarter-yearly,  out  of  the  Treasury 
r  the  United  States.  The  members  of  the  Le- 
islative  Council  shall  receive  three  dollars  each, 
ir  day,  during  their  attendance  in  council,  and 
iree  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  in  going  to, 
id  reluming  from,  any  meeting  of  the  Legislative 
ouncil,  once  in  each  session,  and  no  more.  The 
lembers  of  the  Legislative  Council  shall  be  priv- 
°ged  from  arrest,  except  in  cases  of  treason, 
lony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  during  their  going 
J  attendance  at,  and  returning  frum,  each  session 

said  Council. 

Sec.  9.  And  U  il  farthn  enacUd,  That  the  fol- 
wing  acts,  that  is  to  say  : 

"  An  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
;aiDsC  the  United  States,  approved  April  Ihit- 
;th,  one  thousand  seven  hunared  and  ninety,  and 

1  acts  in  addition,  or  supplementary  thereto, 
hich  are  now  in  force:  " 

='  An  act  to  provide  for  thepunishmeni  of  crimes 
A  offences  committed  witbm  the  Indian  bounda- 
is,  approved  March  third,  one  thousand  eight 
(odied  and  seventeen : " 

"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  punish- 
eut  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  Slates, 


April  twentieth,  one  thousand  eight  hi 

"  An  act  for  the  punishmeDt  of  crimes  therein 
specified,  approved  January  thirtieth,  one  thouHod 
seven  hunared  and  ninety-nine:  " 

"An  act  respecting  fugitives  from  justice,  and 
persons  escaping  from  the  service  of  iheir  masters, 
approved  Iwelflh  February,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-three:" 

"  An  act  to  prohibit  the  carrying  on  the  slave 
trade  from  the  United  Stales  to  any  foreign  place 
or  country,  approved  March  twenty-second,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine." 

"An  act  in  addition  to  the  act,  entitled  'An  act 
to  prohibit  ths  carrying  on  the  slave  trade  from 
the  United  States  lo  any  foreign  place  or  coun- 
try,' approved  May  tenth,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred : " 

"  The  act  tn  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  any  port  or  place  within  the  iurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  approved  March  second, 
one  thousand  eight  hunared  and  seven :  " 

"  An  aci  lo  prevent  settlements  being  made  on 
lands  ceded  to  the  United  States,  until  authorized 
by  law,  approved  March  third,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven :  " 

"  An  act  in  addition  to  'An  act  to  .prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  from  and 
after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  oor 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  and 
to  repeal  certain  parts  of  the  same,  approved  April 
twentieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eigh- 
teen:" 

"  An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the 
slave  trade,  approved  March  third,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen  :" 

"  An  act  to  establish  the  post  office  of  the  United 
Btatea  : " 

"Au  act  further  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads,  and  for  the  more  secure  carriage  of  the 
mail  of  the  United  Slates : " 

"An  act  for  the  more  general  promulgation  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  Slates : " 

"An  act  in  addition  to  an  act^  entitled  'An  act 
for  the  more  general  promulgation  of  the  taws  of 
the  United  Stales:" 

"An  act  to  provide  for  (he  publication  of  the 
lawsoftheUnitedStates,  and  for  other  purposes:" 

"  An  act  to  promote  ihe  progress  of  useful  arts, 
and  to  repeal  the  act  hereto^re  made  for  that 
purpose : " 

"An  act  to  extend  the  privilege  of  obtaining 
patents  for  useful  discoveries  and  invenlions  to  cer- 
tain persons  ihereio  mentioned,  and  to  enlarge  and 
define  the  penalties  for  violating  the  rights  of  pat- 

"An  act  for  the  encouragenftnl  of  leamiDg,  by 
-jcurina  Ihe  copies  of  maps,  charts,  and  boon,  lo 
the  authors  and  proprieiors  of  such  copies,  dunog 
the  time  ihetein  mentioned :" 

"  The  act  supplementary  thereto,  and  for  extend- 
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ing  the  bea«Gis  thereof  to  the  arts  of  dnigniu^,  en 
graviog,  and  etchiOK  hiatorical  and  other  priols:' 

"An  act  Eo  prescribe  the  mode  ia  which  the  pub- 
lic acts,  records,  and  jadiclal  procMdinp,  in  each 
State,  Bhall  be  authenticated,  so  as  to  lake  effect  in 
any  other  State: 

"An  act  suppleme Diary  to  the  act,  entitled  'An 
act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  the  public  acts, 

records,  and  judicial  pr '■ —   ■-  — "■  ='— •- 

shall  be  authenticated 
other  State :" 

"An  act  for  eslablisbiog  trading  hotises  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  the  several  acts  continuing  the 


"And  the  laws  of  the  United  Slates  relating  tc 
the  revenae  and  its  collection,  subject  to  the  modi- 
fication stipulated  by  the  fifieenth  article  of  the 
tteuy,  of  the  twenty  second  February,  ooe  ihou- 
wuid  eight  hundred  and  nine,  in  favor  of  Spanish 
Teasels  anil  their  cargoes,  and  all  other  public  laws 
ot  the  United  States,  wnich  are  not  repugnant  lo 
the  provisions  of  this  act^  shall  extend  to,  and 
hare  full  force  and  effect  in,  the  Territory  afore- 
said." 

Sec.  10.  And  U  itfurlAtr  maettd,  That,  to  the 
end  that  the  inhabitants  may  be  protected  in  their 
liberty,  property,  and  Ibe  exercise  of  their  religion, 
no  Iflw  shail  ever  be  valid  which  shall  impair,  oi 
is  aoy  way  restrain,  the  freedom  of  religious  opin- 
itHis,  professions,  or  worship.  They  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 
They  shall  be  bailable,  in  all  cases,  except  for  cap- 
ital offences,  where  the  proof  is  evident  or  the  pre- 
sumption great  All  fines  shall  be  moderate  and 
proforiioned  to  the  offence ;  and  excessive  bail 
•lull  not  be  required,  nor  cruel  or  unusual  pimiah- 
ments  inflicted.  No  aipottfiuio  law,  or  law  im- 
pairing the  oUisation  of  contracts,  shall  ever  be 
passed;  norshallprivate  property  be  taken  for  pub- 
lic uses,  without  just  compensation. 

Shc.  11.  Ami  ht  itfwiKtr  tnaettd^  That  all  fttK 
male  white  persons^  who  are  house- keepers,  and 
who  shall  have  resided  one  year,  at  least,  in  the 
said  Territory,  shall  bequalified  to  act  as^rand  and 
pelitjurors,in  the  courts  of  the  said  Territory;  and 
they  shall,  until  the  Legislature  thereof  shall  other- 
wise direct,  be  selected  in  such  manner  as  the 
jDdgesofthe  said  court  shall  respectively  jirescribe, 
so  as  to  be  most  conducive  lo  an  impartial  trial, 
and  to  be  least  burdensome  to  the  innabitants  of 
the  said  Territory. 

Sec.  12.  And  he  UfurOKr  maOtd,  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  import, 
or  bring  into  the  said  Territory,  from  any  port  or 
^lace  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
c&Qse,  or  procure  to  be  so  imported  or  brought, 
01  knowingly  to  aid  or  assist  in  so  importing 
or  bringing,  any  slave  or  slaves.  And  every  per- 
son, so  offending,  and  being  thereof  convicted 
before  any  court  within  the  said  Territory,  hav- 
ing competent  jurisdiction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay, 
for  each  and  every  slave,  so  imported  or  brought, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  one  moiety  | 


for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  (be  ok: 
moiety  for  the  use  of  the  person  oi  wrsoBsiiiL 
shall  sue  for  the  same;  and  every  diieioib 
ported  or  brought  shall  thereupon  hecoDMantic 
to,  and  receive,  his  or  her  freedom. 

Sec.  13.  AtidbeitfiiTtAtTraaiXed,  TballkiH 
in  force  in  the  said  Territory,  at  the  cMmuMe- 
mentQf  this  act,  and  not  inconsistent  with  litp- 
visions  thereof,  shall  continue  in  force  nniilihsK. 
modified,  or  repealed,  by  the  Legisiaiate. 

Sec.  14.  And  It  it  further  tuaOed,  ThstiiiEcni- 
zens  of  the  said  Territory  shall  be  cDiiikd  is  oil 
deleeate  to  Congress,  for  the  said  Tttiitorr,  wta 
shall  possess  the  same  powers  beretoTott  psnW 
to  the  delegates  from  the  several  Ttmlaiad\k 
Unit&l  Stales.  Thesaid  delegate sbaU In ekird 
by  such  description  of  persons,  atiuchiiaus,tad 
under  such  regulations,  as  the  Qoimmuil  Ut 
gislalive  Council  may,  from  time  to  tiai^  oi^ 
and  direcL 

Approved,  March  30,  1822. 

An  Act  concfming  the  (^mmcrco  ud  Nii^ttioad 
Florida. 
Be  it  enaeled,  ^.,  That  any  ship  or  lesxl  fn 
sessed  of,  and  sailing  under,  a  Spaaisb  trgliW.x 
the  tenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nriii  tmint 
and  tweoly-on«,  and  continuing  to  hJoasvluih 
lo  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  Staler  Iba 
residing  wi[hin  the  territories  ceded  to  At  Tmis 
States  by  the  treaty  of  the  tweniy-KcondntFt^ 
ruary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  niotiEU. 
between  the  United  States  and  iheSiignfepiia 
the  ratifications  of  which  were  eiebaii|ed  n  in 
twenty-second  of  February,  one  thooaiid  ri|b 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  or  to  any  pnunmjf- 
sons  being,  on  the  said  twenty-second  day  oTm 
ruary,  an  inhabitant,  or  inhabitaau,  ottht  nU 
ced^  territory,  and  who  continue  to  reside  iliau> 
and  ofwbich  the  master  is  a  citizen  of  tbeUiiiti 
Slates,  or  an  inhabitant  as  aforesaid,  mirbeif 
istered,  enrolled,  and  licensed,  in  the  maDDnpn- 
scribed  by  law ;  and  being  so  registered,  ttnolk. 
and  licensed,  shall  be  denominated  and  deemdi 
ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  Slates,  and  eiiliilil  = 
the  same  privileges  and  benefits:  Proridd,  Tit 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  collector  to  Thorn  i^' 
cation  shall  be  made  for  a  certificate  of  irti*^ 
enrolment,  or  license,  by  any  citizen  ci  inbibitc 
as  aforesaid,  to  make  such  variations  in  lie  lent 
of  the  oath,  certificates,  and  license^  as  shill  >"' 
der  them  applicable  to  the  cases  herein  inleodid'. 
be  provideu  for:  And  prxidaL  oiw,  Tlisl  OT) 
lucn  inhabitant,  applying  as  aforesaid,  shall p:' 
to  his  being  entitled  to  receive  soch  cerlificiif  i( 
registry,  enrolment,  or  license,  depositewih* 
jolleetor,  the  register  and  other  papers  niufcr  «« 
luch  ship  or  vessel  had  been  navigated ;  asd  in 
take  and  subscribe,  before  the  coTlectot,  (wt;  = 
hereby  authorized  to  administer  the  same,)  ibt  b 
lowing  oath :  "  I,  A,  B,  do  swear  (or  affim)  il* 
I  will  be  faithful  and  Kar  true  ailegiancc  ui' 
United  States  of  America,  and  that  I  do  muik' 
renounce  ajid  abjure  all  allegiance  and  tiaXi  ■■ 
evtrf  foreign  prince,  potentate,  stale,  or  »'c 
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BgDijr  whaterer,  and  patlictilarly  to  the  Kiog  of 
Bpaio." 

SEC.i.AadU'itfiuihereTtaettd,  Thai  the iohibi- 
(■Dts  of  nid  ceded  territory,  wbo  were  reaideola 
thereofon  the  said  tweaiy-iecond  day  of  February, 
who  shall  take  the  said  oath,  and  who  coDtinue  to 
reside  therein,  or  citizens  of  the  United  Slates 
resident  therein,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  bene- 
fits and  privileges  of  owning  ships  or  vesseb  of 
the  United  Stales,  to  all  intents  and  parposes,  as 
if  thef  were  resident  citizens  of  the  United  Stales. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  /arther  macted,  That,  during 
the  term  of  twetre  years,  to  commence  three 
naoQthi  after  the  twenty-second  day  of  Ffcbiuary, 
one  thomand  eieht  hundred  and  twenty-one,  be- 
ing the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 


hti  colonies,  shall  tie  admitted  into  the  ports  of 
Pensacola  and  St.  Augustine,  in  the  eaid  ceded 
territory,  in  the  same  manner  as  ships  and  Teasels 
af  the  United  States,  and  without  paying  any 
3tber  or  higher  dmies  on  their  cargoes  than  by 
,aw  now  are,  or  shall  at  the  time  be,  made  pay- 
able by  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  on  similar 
articles  imported  into  said  Pensacola  or  St.  Au- 
zusiine,  in  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  Stales, 
Trom  any  of  the  ports  or  places  of  Spain,  or  her 
;olonies,  and  witnoat  paying  any  higher  tonnase 
iuiy  ihaa  by  law  now  is,  or  at  the  time  shall  be 
aid  on  any  ship  or  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
coming  from  any  port  or  place  of  Spain,  or  any 
)f  her  colonies,  to  said  ports  of  Pensacola  or  St. 
.\ueustine. 
Approved,  March  30, 1822. 

Vd  Act  lappleroaatal  to  the  set,  anlJtl<d  "An  act  la- 
thoraiag  the  disposal  ofrertalD  lots  of  public  ground 
in  ths  citj  of  Now  OrleiiDs  and  town  of  MobiU." 
Be  it  macteiL^c.,  That  the  Corporation  of  the 
!7ilv  of  New  Orleans  be,  and  are  hereby,  author- 
zed  to  appropriate  so  much  of  the  lot  of  ground 
■a  which  Fort  St.  Charles  formerly  stood,  as  may 
«  necessary  for  continuing  Esplanade  alreet  to 
he  Mississippi  river ;  and,  also,  to  sell  and  con- 
ey Ibat  portion  of  the  said  ground  which  lies  be- 
}w  said  street ;  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  ahaU  be 
pplied  to  the  pnrcnane  of  the  ground  necessary 
3T  the  opening  of  Victory  street,  and  the  public 
ralk  and  Elysian  fields,  and  to  such  other  pur- 
Dse  as  the  said  Corporation  may  deem  expedient 
Approved,  March  30, 1883. 

.a  Act  to  ■nthorlM  ths  raconvsyance  of  a  tisct  of 
land  to  tha  City  of  New  Yoik. 
Be  it  tTtaaed,  ^c,  That  the  President  of  the 
Inited  States  be.  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized, 
-bcaever  he  shall  have  determined  that  the  tract 
r  land  on  and  near  the  west  head  of  the  Battery, 
H>  called,)  in  the  city  of  New  York,  heretofore 
ranted  to  the  United  States  by  the  Mayor  and 
orporation  of  said  city,  is  no  longer  required  as 
railitaiy  position  for  tne  ddenee  of  the  harbor 
id  city  of  New  York,  to  cause  the  wotki  erected 


thereon  to  be  dismantled,  and  the  materials  thereof 
to  be  disposed  of,  in  such  manner  as,  ia  his  judg- 
ment, the  public  interests  may  require ;  and  to  re- 
convey  to  the  said  Mayor  and  CorporatioQ  the 
said  tract  of  land,  granted  by  them  for  tbe  pur- 
poses aforesaid. 
Approved,  March  30, 18S2. 

An  Act  to  amand  Iba  laws  now  in  farce  as  to  the 
itraJDB  of  original  writs  and  SdbI  process  in  tha 
Circait  Courts  of  ths  Dnilad  States  within  tha 
StataofTeanesMe. 

Be  it  maettd,  ^.,  That  in  each  and  every  case 
where  a  citizen  of  any  one  of  the  United  States 
shall  wish  to  commence  a  suit  in  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  Stales  for  either  thadistrict  of  East 
or  of  West  Tennessee,  against  tvo  or  more  eili- 
zeos  of  the  Bute  of  Tennessee,  some  of  whom 
reside  in  East  and  some  in  West  Tennessee,  It 
shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  citizen  to  canav 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  in  which  he  may 
elect  to  commence  his  suit,  to  issue  du|dinle 
writs,  one  directed  to  tbe  marshal  of  Bast,  and 
the  other  to  the  marshal  of  West  Tennessee; 
which  writs  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  respective 
marshals  to  execute  and  return,  and,  when  re- 
turned, they  shall  be  docketed  and  ptticeeded  in 
to  judgment  as  one  case  only. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetei.  That  in  each 
and  every  case  where  a  judgment  has  been  re- 
covered, or  may  be  hereafter  recovered,  in  either 
of  said  circuit  courts,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
for  the  vlaintiff  in  any  such  action  to  cause  hia 
writ  of  ncre  facias,  alias  fieri  facias,  or  other  pro- 
cess of  execution,  to  be  directed  and  ddivered  to 
the  marshal  of  either  East  or  West  Tennessee,  at 
his  election ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  such  mar- 
shal to  whom  the  same  may  be  directed,  to  do 
execution  thereof,  in  the  same  manner,  and  under 
the  same  penalties,  that  he  would  be  if  the  judg- 
ment bad  Ken  rendered  in  the  court  of  the  district 
of  which  he  is  marshal. 
Approved,  March  30, 1822. 

An  Act  to  andioriia  tbe  Btata  of  llliaois  ta  opsn  a 
canal  through  ths  public  linds,  to  Mmnaet  tM  Illi- 
noia  livar  with  Lake  Michigan. 
Be  it  tnacUd,  fc..  That  tbe  Slate  of  Illinois  be, 
and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  survey  and  mark 
through  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  the 
route  of  the  canal  connecting  the  Illinois  river 
with  the  southern  bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  and 
ninety  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  said  canal  shall 
be  forever  reserved  from  any  sale  to  be  made  by 
the  United  States,  except  in  tbe  cases  hereinafter 
provided  for,  and  the  use  thereof  forever  shall  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  vested  in  the  said  State 
for  a  canal,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever; 
on  condition,  however,  that,  if  the  said  State  does 
not  survey  and  direct,  by  law,  said  canal  to  be 
opened,  and  return  a  complete  map  thereof  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  within  three  years  from 
and  after  the  passing  of  this  act ;  or,  if  the  said 
canal  be  not  completed  suitable  for  navigatitm 
within  twelve  years  thereafter;  or  if  said  ground 
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■hall  ever  cMse  to  be  occupied  by,  and  used  for,  a 
canal,  toitable  for  naTJ^tion,  the  teserration  and 
grant  hereby  made  shall  ^  void,  and  of  none 
eBeei :  Provided,  alwayt^  And  it  ia  herebr  enacted 
and  declared,  ttiat  nothing  in  ihia  act  containet), 
or  that  sbali  be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall 
be  deemed  or  construed  to  imply  any  oUigation 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  appropriate 
any  money  to  defrav  the  expense  of  surreyiog  or 
opening  said  caaal:  Prootded,  aim.  And  it  is 
hereby  further  enacted  and  declared,  that  the  mid 
canal,  when  completed,  ehell  be,  and  forever  re- 
main, a  public  highway  for  the  use  of  the  Oov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  free  from  any  toll 
or  other  charge  whatever,  for  any  property  of  the 
United  States,  or  persoas  in  their  service,  passing 
through  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  ftiTtJuT  tnaOtd,  That  every 
seciioti  of  Innd,  through  which  said  canal  route 
nuy  past,  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  re- 
served from  future  sale,  until  hereafter  specially 
directed  by  law ;  and  the  said  Slate  is  herel^  au- 
thorized and  permitted,  without  waste,  to  use  any 
materiaU  on  the  public  land  adjaeeat  to  said  canal 
that  may  be  necessary  for  its  construction. 

Approved,  March  30, 1822. 

An  Act  to  MUblish  tba  Dirtriet  of  Blakely. 

BeHenadfd,  fc.  That,  from  anda^er  the  thirti- 
eth day  of  June  next,  the  Alabama,  Middle,  and 
Teosaw  rivers,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  all 
the  shores  and  waters  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bay 
of  Mobile^  and  all  the  rivers  of  the  said  State 
emptying  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  east  of 
said  bay,  shall  form  a  collection  district,  to  be  call- 
ed the  District  of  Blakely,  of  which  the  pott  of 
Blahely  shall  be  the  sole  port  of  entry  ;  and  a  col- 
lector for  the  district  shall  be  appoialed,  to  reside 
at  such  place  as  the  President  oftfae  United  States 
shall  direct,  near  said  port,  who  shall  be  entitled 
(0  receive,  in  addition  to  the  fees  and  other  emolu- 
ments established  by  law,  the  annual  salary  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Approved,  April  17, 1822. 

An  Act  to  fix  the  Jimits  of  the  portof  antry  ind  dsUv- 

■ry  for  the  District  of  PhiUdclphia. 

Bt  it  tnacUd,  ^c.  That  Philadelphia  shall,  from 

and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  be  the  sole  port 

of  entry  and  delivery  for  the  district  of  Pbiladel- 

Ehia,  which  said  pott  of  entry  and  delivery  shall 
e  bounded  by  the  navy  yard  on  the  south,  and 
Cohockiink  creek  on  the  north,  any  thing  in  any 
former  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  April  17, 1822. 

it  the  duties  on  ■  iword  imported  to  b« 


Bt  it  enaettd,  fe..  That  the  duties  which  have 
accrued,  or  which  may  accitie,  to  the  United 
States,  upon  the  importation  of  a  sword,  to  be 
preienied  to  Captain  Thomas  Macdonongh,  of 
the  Uiuled  States  Navy,  in  behalf  of  the  petty 


officers,  seamen, and  marines,  who  servn)  on  bnri 
the  frigate  Guerriere,  when  she  was  lairjv  mict 
his  command  in  the  Mediterranean,  whicb  snd 
is  represented  to  be,  or  lately  to  have  lMn,iiii!it 
costody  of  the  collector  of  the  district  tl  Kn 
York,  be,  and  the  said  duties  arebereby,  muiiiEJ. 
Approved,  April  17,  182S. 

An  Act  to  ■uand  the  act,  eatillad  " 

liih  the  District  of  Bristol,  and  to  ■  _.  .  _ 
of  Kittery  mod  Berwick  to  the  DiMhel  d  Pwl» 
mouth,"  pawed  Fcbiav;  SSlh,  eifbtna  hoidnl 
■nd  oas. 

Be  it  nacud,  ^,  That,  from  and  sfur  ilit  il)i> 
tieth  dav  of  September  next,  the  District  of  Eii» 
tol,  85  aescribed  in  the  act,  entitled  "  ' 
estaE>lish  the  District  of  Bristol,  asd  to 
towns  of  Kittery  and  Berwick  to  theDuiiiciol 
Portsmouth,"  passed  February  25th,eigbuaiiM- 
dted  and  one,  shall  be  called  and  nawLbf  [ht 
name  of  the  Districi  of  Bristol  and  WiiTm,ud 
that  Bristol  and  Warren  shall  thereafut  bt  c<n- 
sidered  as  one  port  of  entry^  and  shall  pOGOiU 
the  riffhts  and  privil^es  which  now  bt&ug  a  du 
port  cu  Bristol. 
Approved,  April,  17, 1822. 

An  Act.snpplementin  to  an  act,  entiiW"&iiuiH 


D  Act.snpplementin  to  an  act,  entnM"  AnuiH 
■Iter  the  term*  of  the  District  Uonit  of  AtibuL* 


1 


theai 


luafilf  , 


district  court  in  Alabama,"  be,  and  the  a 
hereby,  repealed ;  and  so  much  of  the  secODd  M- 
tion  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  esiabli^  i  ^ 
trict  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  ss  w^  r- 
peaJed  by  the  said  third  section,  is  herebr  ''^''*'' 
re-enacted,  aud  declared  to  be  of  full  fotct  ui 
effect. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  itfitrthtr  tsaettd.  That  sUdoe. 
actions,  suits,  indictments,  libels,  pleas,  ptoccse^ 
and  proceedings,  of  whatever  kind,  DalaIt,Kd^ 
scription,  sued  out,  commenced,  or  made  taunt- 
able  at  Cahawba,  shall  be  there  proceeded  m  ad 
determined;  and,  in  tike  manner,  all  nicbi«d 
out,  commenced,  or  nude  relumible  at  Mobile 
shall  be  there  proceeded  in  and  detennioed. 

Approved,  April  17, 1822. 

An  Act  to  anthoriu  tba  aeerelery  of  the  Twsanjii 
eichaage  a  stock  bearing  an  inleresl  ofBiepaeo^ 
for  certain  stocks  bearing  aa  iaiertst  of  al  ■>> 
■avea  per  dent. 

8e  it  maded  fe.,  That  a  subscription  id  <k 
amount  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  oftbtsca 
per  cent,  stock,  and  of  the  six  per  cenL  stw^" 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve,  and,  lia- 
for  fourteen  millions  of  the  six  per  cenL  siwt  c 
the  years  eiehieen  hundred  and  thirteen,  foaiim 
and  fifteen,  oe,  and  the  same  is  hereby  propo^ 
for  which  purpose,  books  shall  be  opentdtiih 
Treasury  of  the  United  Swies,  and  at  the  «™ 
loan  offices,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  ooe  ibcneui 
eight  btindrcd  and  twenly-two,  tocoaiiime^ 
until  the  first  day  of  July  next  tliereaftti,  lor"'' 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


2590 


PuNfc  AtU  of  CongreM. 


arts  of  the  ibo re-fa entioned  dcKriplioa  of  stockt 
IS  shall,  OQ  the  dsy  of  RDbseriptiaD,  stand  oa  tiie 
xwbs  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  those  of  the  sereral 
oaQ  offices,  respectiTelf ;  which  subKriplion  shall , 
w  eflecled  by  a  transfer  to  the  United  Stales,  in 
he  manner  provided  by  Uw  for  such  traniferB,  of 
he  credit  or  credits  standing  on  the  *sid  books, 
ind  by  a  surrender  of  the  certificates  of  the  stock 
a  subscribed. 

Sec.  8.  And  U  it  fmthtr  enatied,  That  for  the 
rhole,  or  any  part,  of  any  sum,  which  shall  be 
bus  sobwribed,  of  the  six  per  cenl.  stocks  of  the 
rears  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  and 
ine  ihoDsand  eight  hundred  aad  thirteen,  credits 
ihall  be  entered  to  the  respective  subscribers,  who 
ihall  be  entitled  to  a  certificate,  or  certiScstes, 
xtrportine  that  the  United  States  owe  to  the  hold' 
•t,  or  holders  thereof,  his,  her,  or  their  assigns,  n 
ium,  to  be  expressed  therein,  equal  to  the  amount 
if  the  principal  stock  thus  subscribed,  bearing  an 
Qterest  of  Btc  per  centum  per  annum,  payable 
(uarterly,  from  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  ihou- 
land  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  traosferable 
a  the  fame  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the 
ransfer  of  the  stock  subscribed,  and  subject  to  re- 
lemption  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  in 
he  proportion,  and  at  the  periods  herein  defined, 
riz:  one-third  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first  day 
}f  December,  one  thousand  eiffhi  hundred  and 
hirty :  one-third  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first 
lay  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
:hirty-oiie;  and  the  remainder  at  any  lime  after 
;be  thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
•ight  hundred  and  thirty-two;  and  ibat  for  the 
ivhole,  or  any  part,  which  shall  be  thus  subscribed 
)f  the  seven  per  cent,  stock,  credits  shall  be  en- 
ered  to  the  respective  i>ubscribers,  who  shall  be 
<aiitled  to  a  certificate,  or  certificates,  purporting 
;hat  the  United  Stales  owe  to  the  holder  or  hold- 
ers thereof,  his,  ber,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be 
:ipre-^ed  therein,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal stock  thus  subscribed,  bearing  an  interest  of 
ive  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  from 
be  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
.wenty-two,  transferrable  in  the  manner  as  is  pro- 
Mded  by  law  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock  sub- 
icribed.  and  subject  to  redemption  at  the  pleasure 
if  the  United  Stales,  at  anv  time  after  the  thirty- 
irst  da^  of  December,  one  toousandeigUi  hundred 
md  thirty-three:  ProvidKl,  That  no  reimburse- 
uent  shall  be  mode,  except  for  the  whole  amount 
>f  such  new  certificate,  nor  until  after  at  least  six 
nootbs  public  notice  of  such  intended  reitnburae- 
nenl.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
>r  the  Treasury  to  cause  to  be  retransfened  to  the 
especlive  sutecribers,  ihe  several  sums  by  thei 
.utocribed,  beyond  the  amount  of  the  ceriificati 
)f  five  per  cent,  stock,  issued  to  them  respectively. 

Sec.  3.  Aiid  be  it  further  enaded,  That,  if  the 
kmount  of  seven  and  six  per  cent,  stocks,  author- 
zed  to  be  subscribed  by  the  first  section  of  Iliis 
ict,  shall  not  have  been  subccribed  by  the  first  day 
if  July  next,  the  remainder  of  that  amount  may 
)c  subscribed  on  tbe  books  of  the  Treasury,  at  any 
ime  between  the  said  Gnt  day  of  July,  and  the 
list  day  of  October  next  iherNftci ;  ud  for  tbe 


whole,  or  any  part,  of  any  sum  which  shall  be 
thus  subscribed,  of  the  six  per  cent,  stocks  of  the 
years  eighteen  nundred  and  twelve,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirteen,  eishteen  hundred  and  fourteen, 
and  eighteen  hundrn  and  fifteen,  credits  shall  be 
entered  to  the  respective  subscribers,  who  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  certificate,  or  certificates,  purporting 
that  the  United  States  owe  to  the  holder  or  hold- 
ers thereof,  his^  her,  or  tbeir  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be 
expreswd  therein,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal stock  thus  subscribed,  bearing  an  interest  of 
five  per  centum  per  annom,  payable  quarterly, 
from  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousana 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  transferrable  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  transfer 
of  the  stock  subscribed,  and  subject  to  redemption, 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  in  tbe  pro- 
portion, and  at  the  periods  herein  nefiiied,  viz: 
one-third  at  any  time  after  the  ibirly-flrst  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty; 
one-third  at  any  time  after  the  thirty-first  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
one,  and  the  remainder  at  any  time  after  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-lwo;  and  that,  for  the  whole  or  any 
part  which  shall  be  thus  subscribed  of  the  ssTea 
per  cent,  stock,  credits  shall  be  entered  to  the  re- 
spective sub-scribers,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
certificate  or  certificates,  purporting  that  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  owe  to  the  holder  or  holders  thereof. 
his,  her,  or  their  assigns,  a  sum,  to  be  expiessea 
therein,  equal  to  the  amount  of  the  principal  stock 
thus  subscribed,  bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  cen- 
tum per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  from  [be  thir- 
tieth day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two,  transferrable  in  the  manner 
as  is  provided  by  law  for  tbe  transfer  of  the  stock 
subscribed,  and  subject  to  redemption  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  United  States,  at  any  time  after  the 
thiity-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-three ;  FrotMed,  That  no  re- 
imbursement shall  De  made,  except  for  the  whole 
amount  of  such  new  certificate,  nor  until  afier  at 
lea^t  six  months'  public  notice  of  such  reimburse- 

Sec,  4.  Aitd  he  itfuTUurr  enacUd,  That  the  same 
funds  which  have  heretofore  been,  and  now  are, 
pledged  by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  interest, 
and  for  the  redemption  or  reimbursement  of  the 
stock  which  may  be  subscribed  by  virtue  of  tbe 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  remain  pledged  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  accruing  on  the  stock  cre- 
ated by  reason  of  such  subscription,  and  for  the  re- 
demption or  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the 
same.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners 
of  tbe  sinking  fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and 
paid  out  of  tbe  said  fund,  yearly  and  every  year, 
such  sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually  wanted 
to  dischar^  tbe  interest  accruing  to  the  stock 
which  may  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act  The 
said  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  em- 
ploy, fitom  time  to  time,  such  sum  and  sums  oat 
of  the  said  fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  to- 
wards redeeming,  by  purchase  or  reimoursement, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  tha 
priocipal  of  said  stock.    And  such  part  of  the  said 
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aDDual  iium  of  ten  milltoDs  of  dolUn,  vested  by  ' 
law  in  the  said  commissioaers,  aa  may  be  neces- 
sary and  wanting  for  the  above  purposes,  shall  be  i 
and  continue  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  in- 
terest and  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  until 
the  whole  of  the  slock  which  may  be  created 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  have  been 
redeemed  or  reimbursed. 


wise  \a  alter,  abridge,  or  impair,  the  rights  of  those 
creditors  of  the  United  States  who  shall  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  loan  to  be  opened  by  Tirtue  of  this 
act. 
Approred,  April  30, 1822. 

An  Act  lupplBmantarj  to  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for 
tka  reliaf  of  ths  pnrchaiers  of  pablio  land*  prior  to 
the  Ant  dij«rJaljicigfat«ea  hundred  and  twrat;." 
Be  it  enaeted,  ^.,  That  all  pttrchasen,  and  every 
legal  holder  of  any  certificate  of  the  purchase  of 
the  pnblic  lands  or  the  United  Slates,  who  were 
entitled  to.  but  who  have  not  availed  themselves 
of  any  of  tne  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
the  second  of  March,  one  Ihousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-one,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  purchasers  of  public  lands  prior  to  the  first  day 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty,"  be  altowea, 
at  any  time  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  3ep^ 
tember,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
two,  to  surrender  their  certificates  of  purchase,  to 
accept,  and,  on  filing  such  acceptances,  shall  be 
entitled  and  subject  to  such  of  the  provisions  of 
the  aforesaid  act,  aa  apply  to  cases  where  complete 
payment  may  be  made  of  any  tract  of  land  prior 
to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next. 

Bec.  2.  And  be  it  further  emded  That  all  pur- 
chasers, and  every  legal  holder  of^  any  certificate 
of  purchase  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  who  may  not  have  accepted  any  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  aforesaid  act  of  March  second,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  or  who 
may  not  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the 
first  section  of  this  act,  be  permitted,  at  any  lime 

Srior  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  to 
le  their  acceptances,  and  surrender  their  certifi- 
cates of  purchase,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the 
benefits  and  snbject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  act  of  March  the  second,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-one,  wnicb  relate,  in 
any  manner,  to  reliuquishment  and  classification, 
and  to  the  eitension  of  the  lime  of  payment  by  in- 
stalments, and  the  proceeding  in  relation  thereto, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  acceptances  had 
been  filed  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  or  September 
last. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  tnaeUd,  That  all  pur- 
chasers, and  every  legal  holder  of  any  certifi,cate 
of  purchase  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
Stales,  who  itiay  have  filed  their  acceptances  and 
surrendered  their  certificates  of  purchase,  and  ac- 
cepted the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Match 
second,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  which  Tdate  to  payments  to  be  made  by  in- 
stalments, be  permitted,  no l withstanding  their  ac- 


ceptances heretofore  filed,  to  make  com]^ete  {aj- 
mentoa  any  tract  of  land,  on  or  before  the  ibiriiBh 
day  of  September  next,  and  shall  be  eotiiled  la 
the  discount  provided  for  by  the  foiutii  aectioBof 
the  aforesaid  act. 

Sec.  4.  Aad  ht  H  farAer  enacttd.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  reeisters  and  receivers  of  ibf 
several  land  offices  of  the  United  States  to  pe- 
form  ihe  duties  prescribed  by,  or  necessary  to  carri 
into  complete  enect  the  provisions  of  .this  act,  at- 
cording  to  the  forms  and  insinicuoak  hoetofotc 
given  Dv  the  Treasury  Department,  (o  keep  full 
and  faitnful  accounts  and  records  of  all  proceed- 
ings under  the  same,  in  the  loaiuier  prescribed  by 
the  eighth  section  of  the  aforesaid  act,  to  make  re- 
port of  the  same  to  the  Treasury  Department 
within  the  term  of  three  months  from  the  thiriieiii 
of  September  next^  and  shall  receive,  a>  compen- 
sation for  like  services,  the  fees  provided  for  1^  the 
seventh  and  eighth  sections  of  uid  act. 

Btic.5.  AndbeUfiifiherettaettd,  That ercrrtnet 
of  land  which  would  have  been  forfeited  uom  a 
failure  to  file  an  acceptance,  and  to  ■orrendci  [lie 
certificate  of  pnrchase  on  or  before  the  thirtieth  of 


September,  ooe  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tweti- 
ty-one,  be,  and  the  same  is  Hereby,  exempted  froa 
forfeiture  and  sale  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  Sep- 


tember next,  and  no  longer. 
Approved,  April  SO,  1823. 

An  Act  to  revive  and  continne  in  fore*  "An  set 
daring  the  nssent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  tt 
Btst«s  of  Maryland  and  Georgia." 
Be  it  enacUd,  f  c,  That  the  act  passed  the 
teenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one  * 


of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  Ihe 
Maryland  and  Georgia,"  and  which,  b^subseqneni 
acts,  has  been  revived  and  continued  in  force  until 
the  third  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
iwenly-two,  oe,  and  the  same  hereby  ia,  revived 
and  continued  in  force  until  the  third  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twentf- 
eighl:  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  authorize  the  demand  of  a  dutr  on  totmaet 
or  vessels  propcdled  by  st^m  emfuoyed  in  i£f 
Iransportation  of  paaseDgers. 
Approved,  April  20,  1B22. 

An  Act  making  ■ppropriitioni  for  Ihe  aoppon  of  G*^ 

ornment  tbr  the  year  ODOthaasandeigblhaBdrrdW 

twasty-two,  and  for  other  pnrpoM*. 

Be  it  maetedj  ^c.  That  the  following  sums  be. 
and  Ihe  same  are  hereby,  respeciivelT  appropriate-J 
for  the  service  of  the  year  one  thousand  ei^Ei: 
hundred  and  twenly-iwo ;  tliat  is  to  say : 

For  compensation,  granted  bf  law,  to  the  Sea- 
ate  and  Hoase  of  Representatives,  their  officer!. 
and  attendanij,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  two  hundred  and  fouiieen  thousand  asi 
sixty-seven  dollars  and  fourteen  cents,  two  huod- 
red  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  sad  twenn- 
one  dollars  eighly-six  cents. 

For  the  expense  of  fire  wood,  sl&tionerf,  pnot- 
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iog,  aad  >U  otber  coDliDgenl  expetaa  of  ihe  tv 
HooMs  of  Coogress,  forty-five  tboosaDd  dollars. 


year. 


For  (he  exprasn  of  the  Library  of  CoDgress, 
cladin^  the  Librariaa's  allowance  for  the  yc 


e  thoaaand  nine  hundred  aad  fifty  dollars. 

For  books  for  the  Library,  one  thansand  dollars. 

For  compeDrntioQ  to  the  Fresidenc  of  the  United 
States,  twenty-five  thousand  dollare. 

For  compeosatjon  to  tbe  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  six 
thousand  dolUrs. 

For  compensaiioQ  to  the  clerks  in  (he  Depart- 
ment of  Slate,  by  the  act  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  measeogerB  in  said  De- 
partmentj  including  tbe  messenger  in  tbe  Patent 
Office,  Dine  bnodr^  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  contingent  and  iocidenlil  expenses  of 
tbe  Department  of  State,  including  expenses  of 
publishing  the  foreign  correspondence  of  the  Con- 
federation Congress,  for  extra  copying  of  papers, 
and  a  deficiency  in  tbe  appropriation  for  printing 
the  secret  journals  of  thv  Old  Congress,  twenty- 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  nmeiy-two  dol- 
lars and  fifty-six  cents. 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trefts- 
ury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  tbe  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ten  thousand  dol- 


r,  sixteen  thousand  two  hundred 


1  hundred  dollars,  in  fall 


ifof'all' 


altow- 


For  compensation   1 


For  compeosalion  to  the  First  Comptroller  of 
tb«  Trea3ai7,  three  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  comjpeDsalion  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  First  CfotnptroUer,  per  act  of  twentieth  April, 
one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  eighteen,  seren- 
teea  thotuuid  eight  bondred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seTcn  bundred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  tllow- 
tmces. 

For  compenration  to  the  Second  ComiRKdler 
of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compenration  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Second  Comptroller,  per  act  of  the  twentieth 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
nine  ihonund  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messeikger  in  said  of- 
fice, ttrea  nundred  dollsLTi,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
ances. 

For 
Treasory,  tnree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  Ihe  office  of 
(heFirsi  Auditor,  per  act  of  [he  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  fifteen 
thousand  iwo  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  bundred  dollars,  in  fulfof  all  ftllow- 


Por  CI 


msation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 


Treasury,  Uree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compmaation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
nth  Con.  lit  Sesi.— 82 


For  compensation  to  tbe  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  clerks  in  tbe  office  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen 
twenty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  lo  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  thousand  and  &Ay  dollars,  in  full  of  all 
allowances. 

For  conipensaiion  to  the  Fouith  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  ihe  office  of 
tbe  Fourth  Auditor,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteeo, 
fifteen  thousand  and  fiuy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the 
fice,  seren  hundred  dollar 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  tliree  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Fifth  Auditor,  per  act  of  the  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  two  clerks  to  completethe  dutiesof  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Revenue,  transferred  to  tbe 
office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  two  thousand  fire 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  one  clerk  on  ihe  business  of  the  agent  of 
the  Treasury,  transferred  to  the  office  of  tbe  Filth 
Auditor,  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  Gfty  dol- 
lars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seren  buQdred  dollars,  in  fnirof  all  allow- 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted State*,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Tre«surer  of  the  United  States,  per  act  of  twen- 
tieth of  April,  one  thousand  eisfat  bundred  and 
eighteen,  fire  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 

For  compensation  to  an  additional  clerk,  as  •!• 
lowed  by  act  of  appropriation  of  one  thonaasd 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty ;  and,  also,  for  an  assiat- 
ant  lo  Ihe  chief  clerk,  one  tbousand  two  hundred 
dollan. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars,  in  fulT  of  all  allow- 


For  compenaatiou  to  tbe  clerks  in  the  office  of 
said  Commissioner,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  tbe  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seven  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  alt  allow- 


DigmzcdbyGoOglC 


2696 


PvUk  Adt  tf  ComgrtM. 


For  compeusatioo  to  the  RegUtw  of  the  Treaa- 
Qry,  three  tliouuDd  doUan. 

For  con  pen  sat  ion  to  the  clerks  id  the  office  of 
the  Register,  per  act  of  twentieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eigot  hundred  aod  eighteen,  twenty-two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  fifly  dollars. 

For  compensatian  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, includmg  the  allowance  for  itampinc  chips' 
ieguters,  eight  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of  allallow- 
ances. 

For  compensation  to  the 'secretary  of  the  Com- 
miaiioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  person  employed  in  trans- 
mitting passports  and  sea  letters;  for  expense  of 
translating  foteign  languages  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  for  stationery,  fuel, 
printing,  and  all  other  incidental  and  contingent 
expenses  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the 
aereral  offices  tbeteia,  ioclodiog  the  expenses  of 
■tating  and  printing  the  public  accounts  for  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two, 
thirty-six  thousand  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  four 
vatchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  State 
and  Treasury  Ixiildiags ;  for  the  repairs  of  engines, 
liose,  and  buckets,  one  thousana  nine  handrea 
dollars. 

For  competksation  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  six 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  t»mpensation  to  the  messengers  in  said  of- 
fice, one  dtousand  aitd  filYy  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Paymaster  General, 
tyro  thousand  fire  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
"Ae  Paymaster  Oeneral,  four  thousand  two  hund- 
red and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenser  in  said  of- 
fice, seren  hundred  dollars,  in  foU  of  all  allow- 
■ances. 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissary  General 
of  Purchases,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Commissarv  General  of  Purchases,  two  thon- 
-aand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
ifin,  w*en  tmndred  dollars,  in  full  of  all  allow- 
-nces. 

For  cotDpensaiioB  to  the  clerics  in  the '  office  of 
the  Adjutant  General,  two  thousand  one  hundred 
-aad  fifty  doUan. 

-  For  eompensatioo  to  the  cleiks  in  the  office  of 
the  Ordnance,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
mj  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  ConuaisBary  General  of  Subsistence,  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  Engineer 
Office,  two  thouMud  one  hundred  and  fitly  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Surgeon  Gieneral,  one  thousand  one  hundted 
and  fifty  dollars. 


For  the  continsent  expenses  of  tbe  War  Dcjan- 
ment,  including  fuel,  stationery,  and  other  eoniia- 
gent  expenses,  six  thousand  dtdlars. 

For  compeuMtion  tg  the  Secretary  of  the  Pbiy, 
six  thounnd  doUars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
the  Secietajy  of  theNary,  per  act  of  twentieth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eight  himdred  and  eigfateea. 
iight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  menengen  in  said  of 
fice,  one  thousand  and  fifty  doliars,  ia  foU  of  all 
allowances. 

For  the  coutiMent  expenses  of  the  avid  office, 
two  thousand  dwars. 

For  compensation  to  the  CoBmiMioaen  of  the 
Nary  Board,  ten  thoosaad  fire  hniMlrcd  doUaza 

For  compensation  to  the  Beeraitury  to  tbeCom- 
missioners  of  the  Nary  Board,  two  ihimwaJ 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  the  <Aee  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Nary  Board,  lie  act  of 
twentieth  April,  one  thotuand  eight  handtedond 
eighteen,  three  thousand  fire  himdied  aod  fifty 
ddlars. 

or  eompeosatkia  of  three  clKks  and  a  dnughii- 
L,  as  allowed  by  acta  of  appropriatioB  since  the 
of  January,  one  thousand  eight  tnadred  and 
nineteen,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  in  said  of- 
fice, seren  himdied  dollars,  in  fiiU  of  all  alkiw- 
osce*. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars. 

For  allowance  to  the  superintendent  and  foot 
watchmen,  employed  for  the  security  of  the  War 
and  Navy  buildings,  and  for  the  incidental  and 
contingent  expenses,  including  oil,  fuel,  and  caa- 
dles,  two  thousand  and  uxty-eight  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  Qcnetal, 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  two  Asastaat  Poatnasws 
Qenenl,  fire  thousand  doUan. 

For  eompensBtion  to  (be  cleikB  in  tbe  Gcnoal 
Post  Offic^  per  act  of  twentieth  of  Aiwil,  oDethoa- 
tt&d  eight  nundred  and  eighteen,  twemtr-tiro  ihtw- 
sand  seren  hundred  AtHiun. 

For  compensation  to  the  mcMeBgerB  io  said  of- 
fioe,  oae  thousand  and  fif^  dtdlare,  in  foil  of  all 
allowances. 

For  contingent  eq«naea  of  said  office,  fom 
thousand  dollars. 

For  compenation  to  the  Surveyor  Gencnl,  twv 
thousaod  dollars. 

For.oompeDsation  to  the  clerks  in  tho  office  of 
the  Surveyor  General,  two  tkoaaasd  one  kondred 
dollars. 

For  eompensatioB  to  the  Surveyor  aoHik  of 
TcDBessee,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  daks  ia  tbe  office  of 
said    Surveyor,    one    tboosand    sere! 
dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Surreyor 
Mi«ouri,  and  Arkansas,  two  thcnsand  __ 

For  compensation  to  the  cleriu  in  the 
said  Surreyor,  two  tbonaand  doUais. 
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For  compenaation  to  (he  Sorverorin  Alabama, 
nra  thousand  dotlan. 

For  coinpeiiMtion  to  the  clerks  in  the  office  of 
(he  SurTevat  in  Alabama,  one  thoosand  five  hun- 
dred dottus. 

For  compensation  to  the  lale  Commissioner  of 
the  Public  Baildings  it  WsdiiiigToa  City,  four 
hundred    and  aizty-six  dollars  and    sixtf-wTen 

For  eotnpeosatioD  to  the  officers  and  clerks  in 
the  Mint,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars. 

For  persons  employed  in  the  difTerent  operations 
of  the  Mint,  nine  thoasand  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  and  re- 
pairs, cost  of  machinery,  and  for  allowance  of 
WBsleage  in  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of  the 
Mint,  eight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  compmsation  to  the  GoTemor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary,  of  the  ArkanMs  Territory,  six  ^ou- 
•and  six  Atmdred  dellam. 

-  For  the  eontingent  expenses  of  said  territory, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Fot  eompcDMUion  to  the  Oonrnor,  iu<^w,  and 
S«cretarv,  of  ihe  Michigan  Territory,  sw  thou- 
saikd  six  nundred  doUais. 

for  the  coQtinoent  expenses  of  said  territory, 
three  hundred  ana  fifty  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Chief  Justice,  the  As- 
sociate  Jndges,  and  District  Judges  of  the  United 
States,  including  the  Chief  Justice,  and  Associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  seventy-eight 
thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  Genoal  of 
the  United  States,  three  thoasand  five  hundred 

F&i  compensation  to  the  clerk  io  the  office  of 
tbe  Attorney  Oeneial,  eight  hundred  dollan. 

For  compensation  to  the  Reporter  of  the  deci- 
si<Mis  ofthe  8u[H«me  Court,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  sundry  District  Attorneys 
and  Marshals,  as  granted  by  law,  including  (hose 
in  the  several  territories,  eight  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme,  Cir- 
cuit and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States,  in- 
(iladtngtheDistrictofColumbia,andorinrDn  and 
Witaeases,  in  aid  of  the  fand:>  arising  from  fines, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  proseentioni  for  offences  against  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  of  prison- 
ers, thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  sundry  pensions,  granted  by 
tb«  late  and  present  QoTemmeDt,  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  forty-seren  dollais  and  njnety- 
nioe  cents. 

For  making  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  sesmen,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

Pot  the  support  and  maintenance  of  lighthouses, 
beacons,  buoys,  and  stskeages,  including  the  pur- 
chase and  transportation  of  oil,  keepers'  salaries, 
repairs,  and  improvements,  and  contingent  ex- 
penses, forty-one  thoasand  one  hundred  and  four 
dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents,  in  addition  to  an  un- 
expended balsnee  of  fifty  three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents. 

For  rebuilding  the  lighthouse  on  Fayerweather 


island,  which  was  blown  down  in  the  gale  of  third 
September  last,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  building  a  lighihoase  on  the  Bodkin,  and 
two  lighthouses  on  North  Point,  in  Maryland,  in 
addition  io  the  sums  heretofore  appropriated  for 
those  objects,  six  thousand  sii  hundred  dollon. 

For  placing  buoys  in  the  channels  through  the 
shoals  of  Cape  Maiteras  and  Cape  Lookout,  and  in 
the  channels  through  the  Frying  Pan  Shoals,  and 
over  the  bars  at  Ocr»cock  and  Cape  Fear,  one 
thousand  six  hnndred  dollars. 

For  stationery,  books,  Ac,  for  the  offices  of 
Commissioners  of  Loans,  six  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

For  surveying  the  public  lands  trf  the  United 
States,  actually  perfonued,  in  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-two,  one  hnndred  thoasand 

For  payment  to  John  Tramhnll,  for  paintings 
commemoretiTe  of  the  most  important  events  of 
tlie  Revolution,  six  thonsand  doltais. 

For  the  prohibition  ofthe  slave  trade,  being  the 
amount  carried  to  the  surplus  fund  on  the  31sl 
December  last,  fortv-seven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  forty-seven  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  balances  due  to  officers  of 
the  old  internal  revenue  and  direct  tax,  fourteen 
thousand  fifty-six  dollars  and  ten  cents. 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous. claims 
a^inst  the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  be  admitted  in  due  course  of  settle- 
ment, at  the  Treasury,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United 
States  to  London,  Paris,  St.  Petersburg,  Lisbon, 
and  Madrid,  vrith  the  salaries  of  their  several  Sec- 
retaries of  Legation,  and  the  salaries  of  the  Chargi 
des  Affaires  at  the  Hague  and  at  Stockholm,  sixty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

For  an  oulBt  to  a  Minister  at  Lisbon,  nine  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  those  missions, 
ten  thousand  dgllars. 

For  expenses  of  carrying  into  eSect  the  fifth, 
sixth  and  seventh  articles  oT  the  Treaty  of  Qhent, 
concluded  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  December,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  including 
the  compensation  of  the  Commissioners,  Agents, 
and  Surveyors,  and  their  conliitgent  expenses, 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salariesof  the  Commissioners,  Secretary, 
Clerk,  and  Messenger,  together  with  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  two  commissions  under  the 
treaty  with  Spain,  of  the  twenty-second  of  Feb- 
ruary, one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  expense  of  ascertaining  tbe  longitude  of 
the  Capitol,  to  wit :  For  the  compensation  to 
William  Lambert,  two  thousand  dollars  ;  to  Wil- 
liam Elliot,  five  hundred  dollars ;  to  Oswald  Dunn, 
one  hundred  dollars ;  and  for  contingent  expenses 
three  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  ^ni  ninety-two 

Sec.  2.  ^nrftea/lirfAfl-eiKirfwi,  Thatthe several 
sums  hereby  appropriated  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  money  m  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated :  pTQBidtd,  hoitner,  That  no  money  appro- 
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priated  by  thi*  act,  or  by  the  act  making  appro- 

g'iationi  for  the  miLitaty  service  of  the  United 
tates,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  Ineaty- 
two,  and  towards  the  leivice  of  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  iwenty-three,  shall  be  paid  to  any 
penon  for  his  compensaiioo,  who  is  in  arrears  to 
the  United  States,  until  such  Pfr^n  shall  have 
accounted  for,  and  paid  into  the  Treasury,  ail  sums 
for  which  he  may^  be  liable ;  fravided  further, 
That  nothing  in  this  section  contained  shall  ex- 
tend to  balances  arising  solely  from  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  Treasury  notes  received  by  such  person 
to  be  expended  in  the  public  service;  but,  in  all 
eases  where  the  pay  or  salary  of  any  person  is 
withheld  in  purauanee  of  this  act  it  shall  be  the 
daty  of  the  accounting  officer,  if  demanded  by  the 
party,  his  agent,  or  attorney,  to  report  forthwith 
to  the  agent  of  tne  Treasury  Department  the  bal- 
ance due;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  agent, 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  to  order  suit  to  be  eotn- 
meaced  against  such  delinquent  and  his  sureties. 
Bec.  3.  And  bt  H  further  enaettd,  That  the  ex- 
pense for  postage  incurred  by  marshals  io  takins 
and  returning  the  fourth  census  of  the  United 
States,  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  be 
paid  out  of  an  unexpended  balance  of  an  appro- 
priation for  defraying  the  expense  of  the  fourth 
enumeration  of  lAe  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States.— Approved,  April  30,  1823. 


Febrnary,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  reDef  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  io  the  Missouri 
Territory,  who  suffered  by  earthquakes,"  if  made 
in  pursuance  of  the  pravisions  of  that  act,  in  other 
respects,  shall  be  perfected  into  grants,  in  like 
manner  as  if  they  had  conformed  to  the  sectional 
or  quarter  sectional  lines  of  the  public  surveys; 
and  the  sales  of  fractions  of  the  puotic  lands  here- 
tofore created,  by  such  locations,  shall  be  as  valid 
and  binding  on  the  United  States  as  if  such  frac- 
tions had  been  made  by  rivers,  or  other  natural 
obstructions. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it/uriber  tnaeUd,  That  hereafter 
the  holders  and  locators  of  such  warrants  shall  be 
bound,  in  locating  them,  to  conform  to  the 
*' — '  IT  quarter  sectional  lines  of  the  pabli~ 


veyors,  ai  nearly  as  the  respective  quantities  of 
-     will  admit         '    " 

ne  year  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  in  default  whereof  the  same  dull  be 


the  warrants  will  admit;  and  all  such 
shall  be  located  within  one  year  after  the 


nuU  and  void. 
Approved,  April  26, 1822. 

An  Ad  mskiag  sppropristions  for  thi  Pablic  Baildinss. 
Bt  it  enaOaif^c.  That,  for  continuing  the  work 
OD  the  Centre  Building  of  the  Gapiioi,  and  other 
improvements  on  the  President's  house,  the  fol- 
lowing sums  of  money  be,  aad  hereby  are,  ap- 
propruted: 


For  ctmtiDDiiig  the  work  on  the  Centre  BoiUr 
IK.  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tbonsand 
ollara. 

For  constructing  a  culvert  to  the  President's 
bouse,  painting,  and  necessary  tntairs  of  the  mne, 
'  e  sum  of  three  thousand  three  nundrcd  doUais. 

For  improving  the  grounds  around  the  Capitol, 
twelve  hundred  and  nfty  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  U  Jurther  eaaeUdy  That  the  said 
several  sums  of  money  be  paid  out  of  uiy  moneys 
in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwiseapftfopriated:  Po- 
inded, hmner,  That  no  money  appropriated  by 
this  act  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  for  his  eoof 
pensation  or  perquisites,  who  is  in  arrears  u>  the 
United  States,  imtil  such  person  shall  have  ac- 
counted for,  and  paid  into  tbe  Trearary,  all  sums 
for  which  he  may  be  liable. 

Api^ored,  May  1, 1822. 


Bt  it  auuui,  fc,  That,  instead  of  the  times 
now  praactibed  by  law  for  holding  courts  in  the 
western  district  of  Virginia,  the  said  coorta  AmUk 
be  held  annuany  on  the  first  Mondays  of  April 
and  September,  at  Wjthe  eonrthooae;  nnd  at 
Lewisburgh  on  the  Fridays  succeeding  tke  first 
Mondays  of  April  and  September;  aad  at  Claiks- 
burg  on  the  fourth  Mondays  in  May  and  October; 
to  which  days,  respectively,  ail  procesa  retnimatte 
to  the  first  days  ol  the  next  SDCceedlng  tetm,  shall 
be  held  returnable,  and  returned  accordingly. 

Sbc.  2.  And  be  it  fatHter  nadtd,  That  if  the 
judge  shall  not  attend  on  the  first  day  of  any 
court,  such  court  shall  stand  adjourned  from  day 
to  day  for  three  days,  if  the  same  cattae  contiBiw; 
after  which  time,  if  the  judge  shall  Ail  to  attead, 
the  court  shall  stand  adjourned  until  the  first  day 
of  the  next  term. 

Approved,  April  26, 1822. 

An  Act  sltaring  the  time  sod  place  of  faoldiac  ike 
District  Coait  in  iba  OistHct  ol  MtHWppi. 

Bt  it  taaded,  fe..  That  the  district  eonrt  of  the 
United  States  for  tne  District  of  MiasiBi{^H^  heee- 
tofore  holden  at  the  seat  of  government  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  first  Mondays  in  Janu- 
ary and  July,  shall,  after  the  next  JhIt  tenn, 
which  may  be  holdea  at  the  city  of  Nktcbez, 
hereafter  hold  its  regular  terms  at  the  cotuthoose 
of  Adams  county,  in  the  city  of  Natchez,  on  the 
first  Mondays  in  April  and  Octobv,  and  may 
contintie  to  sit  each  term  until  the  busineca  of  thie 
court  is  finished. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  fiatiier  taaOed,  That  every 
writ,  process,  snl^KEna,  or  rec(^[nizanee,  ivtnnw- 
ble  according  to  law,  or  the  tenor  thereof,  to  either 
of  the  aforesaid  terms  holden  on  the  firat  Hondnys 
in  January  and  July,  shall,  after  the  next  July 
term,  be  returnable,  and  shall  be  returited  to  the 
next  succeeding  term  of  said  court,  to  be  hoUcn 
on  the  first  Mondays  in  April  and  October,  aAcr 
the  passing  of  this  act 

Auwoved,  April  26, 1822. 
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Ad  Act  «npplamaDUi7  to  an  ict  eDtitlad  "An  act  tc 
Mt  apwt  and  diipoae  of  eartain  publk  Itnda,  for 
tba  eDooangemaDt  of  thg  cnltiTBtian  of  the  lina 

Be  it  macUd,  ^c,  That,  whenever  Bny  indiri' 
daal  or  in di rid ur1!>.  Darned  in  the  contract  entered 
into  between  the  Secretair  of  the  Treasury  and 
Charles  Villars,  agent  of  (he  French  AnociatioD, 
on  the  eighth  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  nineteenj  by  virtue  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  set  apart  and  dis- 
pose of  certain  puUic  lands,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  culUration  of  the  Tine  and  olive," 
passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thonsand 
eight  hundred  and  lerenteen,  or  the  heir  or  devi- 
seea  of  such  indiriduat  or  individuals,  shall  have 
complied  with  the  conditions  of  selclement  and 
cultivation  in  the  said  contract  prescribed,  in  pro- 
portion to  his  or  their  interest,  under  the  said  con- 
tract, and  in  the  lands  thereby  set  apart,  and  shall 
have  paid  the  amount  of  f>urchase  monev,  pro- 
portionate to  his  or  their  interest  in  said  land, 
within  the  particular  periods  in  the  said  contract 
limited,  it  sualt  and  may  be  lawful  for  ibe  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  he  is  hereby  required, 
to  cause  letters  patent  to  be  issued  to  such  indivi- 
dual or  individuals,  or  his  or  their  heirs,  or  devi- 
sees, for  the  amount  of  his  or  their  interest  in  the 
laads  set  apart  and  contracted  for,  by  virtue  of  the 
.said  act ;  ^y  thing  in  the  said  act  or  contract 
contained,  to  the  contrary  notwilhsianding  ;  sav- 
ing, always,  to  ibe  widow  of  soy  snch  deceased 
proprietor,  her  right  of  dower  in  said  lands,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  in  the  Slate  of  Alabama. 

Approved,  April  36,  1822. 


Am  Act  to  provide  Ibr  pajiog  to  the  Blales  of  His- 
BODii,  Misdastppi,  and  Alabama,  three  psr  cent  of 
the  net  proceeds  arising  Irom  the  lale  of  poblli 
lands  within  the  sims. 

Be  U  t«aeUd,f<:.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time,  and  whenever 
the  quarterly  accounts  of  public  moneys  of  the 
several  land  offices  to  the  said  State  of  Mis; 
shall  be  settled,  pay  three  pet  cent,  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  tales  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Sutes, 
Ivina-  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  which,  since 
tnenrst  day  of  Jannary,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one,  have  been,  or  hereaner  may 
be,  *6id  by  the  Qnited  SUtes,  after  deducting  all 
expenses  incidental  to  the  same,  to  snch  person 
or  persons,  a*  may  or  shall  be  authorized  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  said  Slate  of  Missouri  to  re- 
ceive the  same;  which  sum  or  sums,  thus  paid, 
shall  be  applied  to  t|^e  making  of  public  roads 
and  canals  within  the  said  State  of  Missouri,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Legialatm^  thereof,  accord- 
ing lo  the  provisions  on  this  subject  contained  in 
the  act  of  CoiigreBS  of  the  sixth  of  March,  one 
chousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  entitled  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory ID  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
meot,  and  fur  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
4he  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territo- 


ries," and  to  no  other  purpose.  And  an  aniuml 
account  of  the  same  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  such  officer  or  per- 
son of  the  Qtau,  as  the  Legislature  thereof  shall 
direct,  and  of  its  application,  if  any  be  made; 
and,  in  default  of  such  return  being  made,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  requiied  to 
withhold  the  payment  of  any  sum  or  sums,  that 
may  then  be  due,  or  which  thereafter  may  be- 
come dne,  until  a  return  shall  be  made,  as  herein 
required. 

Sec.  2.  Jnd  bt  iij^mthtr  tnaeted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
and  whenever  the  quarterly  accounts  of  paUie 
money  of  the  several  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  shall  be  settled,  pay  three  per  cent, 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  land*  of 
the  United  Stales  lyin|r  within  the  State  of  Hia- 
sissippi,  which,  since  Uie  first  ^y  of  Decentber, 
'  inaand  eight  hundred  and  seventeen,  bare 
,  rhereafterraaybe,soldbytheUnitedSui«s, 
after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same, 
to  snch  person  or  persons  as  may  or  shall  be  au- 
thorized by  the  Legislature  of  the  said  State  of 
Mississippi,  to  receive  the  same ;  which  sum  or 
stuns,  thus  paid,  shall  be  applied  to  making  pnUic 
roads  and  canals  within  the  said  State,  according 
to  the  provisions  on  this  subject  contained  in  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the 
vestern  part  of  Mississippi  Territory  to  form  % 
onstilution  and  Slategovernment,  and  for  the 
idmission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  wilh  the  original  States,"  and  to  no 
otherpurpose;  and  an  annual  account  of  the  same 
shall  ne  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury^ by  such  officer  or  person  of  the  Stale,  as  the 
Legislature  thereofsball  direct,  and  of  its  applica- 
tion, if  any  be  made ;  and,  in  default  of  such  re- 
turn being  made,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  required  to  withhdd  the  payment  of  anv 
sum  or  stuns  that  may  then  be  due,  or  whiett 
thereafter  ma^  become  due,  until  a  return  shall  be 
made  as  herein  required. 

Seo.  3.  Jytd  be  it/ttrlier  eaaeUd,  Thai  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
and  whenever  the  quarterly  accounts  of  public 
moneys  of  ihe  several  land  offices  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  shall  be  settled,  pav  three  per  cent. 
of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  tne  lands 
of  the  United  States  lying  within  the  Slate  of  Al- 
abama, which,  since  the  first  day  of  September,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be,  sold  by  the  United 
States,  after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the 
same,  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  or  shall  be 
authorized  by  the  Lwislatttre  of  Ihe  said  Stale  of 
Alatiama  to  receive  toe  same ;  which  sum  or  sums, 
thus  paid,  shall  ,be  applied  to  making  public  toads 
and  canals,  and  improvine  ihe  navigation  of  rivers, 
within  the  said  State  of  Alabama,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Ibe  L^slature  thereof,  according  to  the 
provisions  on  this  subject  contained  in  the  act,  en- 
titled "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Alabama 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
the  Union  on  an  eqnal  fooling  with  tbe  original 
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•eeonnl  of  tlw  Mine  duul  be  tnnHnittMl  to  the 
Secratanr  of  the  Tnuaij,  bv  tiieh  offiotr  ta  Mr- 
am  of  the  State  u  the  Legiilaton  ^hereof  smU 
dinot,  and  itf  its  ftppUealion,  if  taj  be  mule ;  *ad 
iB  denuill  of  mch  EctDra  being  made,  the  Sene- 
tan  of  the  TreMury  ia  beiebf  tcquiffd  to  with- 
Md  the  pfjrmMU  of  any  maa  or  nmu  Ibat  may 
Aen  be  diw,  or  which  ihereaAet  maj  become  dne, 
■itU  a  letam  thatl  be  made,  a*  hmin  leqnind : 
Frmidtd,  ThattheSMretaryoftheTreaMryibaU 
not  allow  to  tilbcr  of  the  mid  State*  of  MiMiMtppi 
and  Alabama  three  per  cent,  aa  the  net  proeeedB 
<d  th«  mica  of  pablic laada  within  the  limits  of  the 
kle  WBHanppt  Tetiitotr,  after  dedoetiog  ineides- 
tal  ezp^uee,  until  the  eata  of  one  millioD  two  hon- 
drad  and  AAr  thonmnd  dollar*,  itipolaiHl  to  be 
paid  hf  the  United  Slates  to  the  State  of  Oeorgta, 
for  the  eessioo  of  the  HiseiBumi  Territorr,  bow 
eoauMnng  the  States  of  Miwireipni  and  Alabama, 
aball  hnTC  been  first  paid  uid  dHoeted ;  nor  until 
theitockercaKdiuderthepiovittotiBof  "^ — '  ~' 
Congrea*  of  the  thirty-first  of  Uarch,  one 
eight  bondred  and  fourteen,  entitled  "Ai 
Tiding  for  the  indcnuiileaiion  of  oertain  daimants 
of  jHulic  lands  in  the  MiiaiMipni  Territory,"  and 
the  act  (upiiianentaiy  thtrnta,  Bhall  have  been  re- 
deemed, or,  if  not  entirely  redeemed,  the  residoe  to 
be  dedneted  from  the  net  proceeds. 
Approved,  May  3, 1823. 


Kicutu  uuv  ui  1' ebruary,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  Uiirteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  encourage 
TacGiuatioa,"  be,  and  the  came  ia  hereby  r«peal«l. 
Approved,  May  i,  1822. 

Aa  Act  10  ihar  tha  time*  of  hDlding  Ihe  District  Court 
in  the  Dtadiot  of  New  Jeney. 

Be  it  maOtd,  ^,  That  the  disUict  court  for  the 
diMriet  of  New  Jersey  shall  herafler  be  held  at 
New  Branswiok  ou  the  second  Tneedays  of  Uarch 
and  September  nnd  at  Burlingtou  on  the  third 
Tuesdays  of  May  aod  NoremMr,  iu  ererr  year; 
any  thing  in  any  act  heretofore  pwsed  to  the  con- 
trary Dotwith  standing. 

Approved,  May  4, 1823. 

An  Act  relttiof  to  Trcuuiy  Notat. 
Bt  it  mtcttd,  ^.,  That,  fnan  and  after  the  pass- 
ing of  this  ac^  no  Treasury  note  shall  be  received 
in  payment  in  aeoount  of  the  United  States,  or 

Biid,  or  funded,  except  at  the  Treaawy  of  the 
uiled  Sutea. 
Approved,  May  3,  1822. 

Ad  Aot  tnaking  an  ippiopristion  la  delrsf  thi  upan- 
■es  of  MiuioDs  to  the  ladepeudsiit  natioiu  on  the 
Anericsa  contiaent 
Be  it  maded,  fe.,  That,  for  such  Missions  to  the 

independent  nations  on  the  American  continent, 


as  the  Freaiteil  of  th«  Dniied  BtM»  may  itm 
proper,  iheia  be,  aad  hcrebv  ■*,  appraariMed,  a  «b 
not  exceeding  one  htrndred  ihoaaMd  dallam,  le  be 
paidont  ofanymoDcyin  theTrtaaarr,  not  Mho- 
wise  apnopnated. 

Approved,  May  4, 1ES2. 


isBca  of  milllia  dn^  dorinf  the  Isle 

w«r  whh  Great  Bntaio. 

%  ti  flUK^  fc,  That  all  right  whidi  the  Cnited 
States  have  to  the  fian  assessed  upon  .the  citizens 
of  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  non-pa- 


formance  of  militia  duty  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  shall  be,  and  the  s  ■  -    <     - 

vested  In  the  said  State. 


:  hereby  is. 


Sec.  3.  AndbeiifltTaereitaded,Tb»t»amaD«fs 
in  the  hand:  of  those  who  now  are,  or  herrtofore 
have  been,  marshal  or  deputy  marshal,  w^hich  fflsy 
ha.ve  been  collected  from  the  fines  aforesaid,  ttta 
deducting  the  expense  of  asessing  and  cc^lecling, 
shall  be  paid  by  them,  mpeotively,  to  die  Tieaauia 
of  the  said  State. 

Sec.  3.  And.  bt  it  fitrttur  maOrdj  That  the  said 
fines  shall  be  recovered  by  the  said  State,  under 
such  regulations,  provisions,  and  rotrictioD^  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislatnre  diereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaetad.  That  the  said 
Stale,  provided  it  shall  accept  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  account  to  the  United  States  for  the 
sum  of  three  IhonsaacI  two  hundred  and  ibitty- 
eighl  dollars  and  forty-six  centL  if  that  amoonl  of 
the  said  fines  shall  be  collected,  it  being  the  ex- 
penses of  three  couiis  martial,  held  in  the  said 
Stale,  for  the  Irial  of  Ihe  said  delinquents,  of  which 
Colonel  Thomas  C.  Miller,  Colonel  James  Wood, 
and  Colonel  Thomas  Moore,  were  respecitrely 
presidents. 

Approved,  May  4,  1823. 

An  Act  for  lb*  teliaf  of  the  ofiveis,  vrJanmii.  mi 

other  penoiia,  w>gag«d  in  the  lata  "—f-i^r  agaiast 

the  Snniiiole  Indiana. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  any  office-,  valontea> 
rangar,  cavalry,  or  other  persona,  engaged  in  the 
oampaign  of  one  thouMmd  nignt  hiwrtrrd  ^id 
eighteen,  against  the  Bcminok  IndiuM,  who  has 
suatained  umage  by  reason  of  the  laaa  of  ny 
horse  or  horses,  which,  in  conacqneBae  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Statea  failing  to  samdy 
snfhcieut  forage,  while  engaged  in  said  aervne, 
died.  (H  were  unavoidably  abukdoiked  and  los^ 
shall  be  allowed  and  paid  Ihe  value  thereof. 

Seo.  2.  Aadbt  it  firtbtr  enatlti,  T^tmidoft- 
cers,  volunteers,  and  rangers,  oanlry,  or  otte 
persons,  for  the  lose  of  any  necesaary  a^nipnge  of 
said  hotae  or  horses,  ot  Ua  any  gmw  loci  ia  mid 
service,  or  which  were  leA  in  poaacstion  of  the 
United  Sutea,  or  of  any  (Acer  thtmtt,  rfmll  be 
allowed  and  paid  tho  valoe  there^;  said  daims 
to  be  paid  oat  of  any  monnrs  in  the  Treaann',  not 
otherwise  approfniated :  iVortdsd,  That,  if  any 
pavment  riiall  hav*  been  made  to  any  nflim  «r 
soldier  aforesaid,  for  the  use  and  riak,  aAer  ihe 
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d«*th  01  abandoommt  of  his  bovw,  mcli  amoiuit 
shall  be  dedacKd  from  the  nine  thereof,  aalcn 
said  officer  or  soldier  shall  show  that  he  was  re- 
Btoantti,  ia  whioh  case  the  d«diictkui  shall  oalr 
extend  to  the  time  snoh  offieer  or  soldier  set ved 
on  fool :  And  providtd,  aito.  That  if  any  paymtnl 
shall  hare  been  made  to  any  officer  or  soldwr,  on 
aceoant  of  clothing,  such  jMyment  shall  be  de- 
dacted  from  the  value  of  his  hone  or  aecflulre- 
menti:  Aad  proeidii,  pitiktr^  That  no  claim  shall 
be  allowed  Qoder  the  ptorhiioDs  of  this  act,  until 
proper  evidence  shall  have  been  reeeired  by  the 
accouniiog  officers  from  the  compwiv  to  which 
the  claimaats  shall  have  belon([ed,  showing  the 
namber  of  horses  lost  in  said  company  in  manner 
aforesaid,  the  time  when  lost,  and  the  name  of  the 

Sbc.  3.  Ani  U  it  finrOur  tMtUd,  That  the  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  Trensnry  Department  shall 
audit  and  settle  those  claims,  under  such  rales  an^ 
regulations  as  the  President  of  the  United  Stati 
may  prescribe. 

Approved,  May  4,  1832. 

An  Act  msking  ippiopriation*  for  the  sapport  of  the 
Hvrj  of  the  United  State*  lor  the  jea  one  thoB- 
fand  eight  bandreil  and  twenty-two,  and  fti  other 


Bt  U  maeUi,  fc,  That,  for  defraying  the 
penses  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  tweaty-two,  the  following  sams 
be^  and  the  same  are  hereby,  respectively  af^iro- 
{H'laled: 

For  the  pay  and  snhsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  tlie  seamen,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  already  appropriated, 
the  sum  of  eight  hundred  and  sixty  Mie  thousand 
foar  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

For  provisions,  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  twenty 
thonsand  dollars,  alrevdy  appropriated,  and  to  an 
nnexpanded  balance  of  thirty  thousand  dollar^ 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thonsand 
two  hundred  and  flfiy-eisht  dollars. 

For  medicines,  honiital  atone,  and  all  expenses 
on  aceount  of  the  sicit,  ihirty-two  tfaomnod  dol- 

For  the  repairs  of  veaselL  in  addition  le  the 
sun  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  already  appro- 
priated, the  sam  of  three  hundred  nnd  eighty- 
e^t  thousand  dollars. 

For  improvement  of  navy  yards,  dock^  and 
wharves,  foarteen  thousmd  four  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  pay  of  superintoideiit*,  naval  constructns, 
storekeepers,  inspectors  of  limber,  clerks  of  the 
yards,  and  artificers,  thirty-six  thonsand  fbar  hnn- 
di«d  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  labortfs  and  teams  employed  in  loading 
and  onhMding  vessels,  piling,  dockii^t,  and  re- 
moving timber,  stores,  dbc,  and  fnel  for  the  en- 
gine, twenty  thonsand  doUus. 

For  oidnanoe  and  ordnwice  stores,  twenty-five 
ihoosand  dollus. 

For  contingent  expenses,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
of  twenty  thonsand  dollars  alreadr  appropriated, 
two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars. 


For  the  pay  and  sabsistence  of  the  marine  corpse 
__  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  of  nventy- 
two  thonsand  dollars,  one  hundred  and  fony^seven 
thonsand  three  hundred  and  ninety-ihtec  dollars. 

For  clothing  the  same,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  of  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  dollars  and  thirly-four  cents,  the  sura 
of  twenty-two  thousand  seven  hundre^and  thirty- 
six  dollars. 

For  fuel  for  nine  hundred  and  thirty-eight  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  filly  dollars. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same,  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  year  one  ibousaod  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-one,  being  eleven  thousand  one  him- 
dred  and  agkty  dollars  and  fifteen  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  the  same;  that  ia 
to  say,  fuel  for  commissioned  officers,  bed  sacks, 
repairing  barracks,  transportation,  and  travelling 
expenses  to  officers,  postage  of  letters,  armorers, 
and  armorers'  tools,  and  stationery,  with  extra 
rations  io  officers  commanding  posts,  fourteen 
thousand  dollars. 

To  m^e  good  a  deficit  in  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  marine  corps,  which  accroed  prior 
to  the  year  eighteen  hundreed  and  twenty-one, 
the  sum  of  nine  thousand  one  hundred  and  nine 
doUars  and  twenty-two  cents. 

See.  S.  And  U  it  farthtr  tnacUd,  That  the  sev- 
eral appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall  be 
paid  out  oftny  money  in  the  Treasury,  cot  other- 
wise appropriated :  Provided,  hovmer,  That  no 
money  appropriated  by  this  act  »hall  be  paid  to 
any  person  for  his  compensation  or  perquisites, 
who  IS  in  arrears  to  the  United  States,  until  such 
person  shall  have  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the 
Treasury  all  sums  for  which  he  may  be  liable: 
PrvBided,  farther,  That  nothing  in  this  section 
contained  shall  extend  to  balances  arising  solely 
from  the  depreciation  of  Treasury  notes  re- 
ceived by  such  person  to  be  expended  in  the 
pnblic  service.  But  in  all  cases  where  the  pay  ot 
salary  of  any  person  is  withheld  in  pursuance  of 
this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  aecoanttng 
officer,  if  demanded  by  the  .party,  his  agent,  at 
altoKiey,  to  report  forthwith  to  the  agent  of  the 
Treasury  Department  the  balance  due,  and  it 
shall  be  the  daty  of  said  a«ent,  within  sixty  days 
theteafier,  to  order  suit  to  be  commenced  agaiturt 
sucb  defaulter. 

Approved,  May  4,  1822. 

Ad  Act  to  abolish  the  United  SUtes'  TrftdiDg  Estab- 
UshtDsnt  with  the  Indian  tribes. 
Bt  it  tnactid,  fe..  That  the  President  of  the 
United  Suies  shall  be,  and  hereby  i^  anthoroed 
and  required  to  cause  the  bosiness  oi  the  United 
States  tradinc-housei  among  Indian  tribes  to  be 
closed,  and  the  aoeounts  of  the  superintendent  of 
Indian  trade,  and  of  the  factors  md  suh-hctors, 
to  be  settled ;  and,  for  thai  pnrpose,  the  President 
is  hereby  aathorized  to  select,  from  among  the 
Indian  agents,  or  oihets,  a  competent  nnmber  of 
fit  and  suitable  persons,  to  be  and  appear  at  the 
office  of  ledian  trade  in  Oeorgctown,  in  the  Di*- 
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trict  of  Columbia,  and  at  each  of  the  trading- 
houses  eelablished  among  Indian  tribes,  on  or  t^ 
fore  ihe  third  day  of  June  next,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  can  conveniently  be  done,  to  demand  and 
receive  of  and  from  the  superinlendeot  of  Indian 
trade,  and  of  the  respective  factors  and  sub-factors, 
aU  the  ^oods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  furs,  pel- 
tries, evidences  of  debt^and  property  and  eflects 
of  every  kidd,  which  may  be  in  their  power,  or 
possessioa,  by  virtue  of  their  respective  offices, 
and  justly  due  and  belonginz  to  the  United  Stateii ; 
and  the  said  agents,  selected  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, shall  be  furnbbed  wiili  the  copies  of  the 
latest  quarterly  returns  of  the  said  superintendent, 
factors,  and  sub-factors,  as  rendered  by  them  to 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  copies  of  any  other 
papers  in  the  said  Department,  which  will  show 
what  is  or  ougbt  to  be  due  and  comiug  to  the 
United  States  from  the  said  office  of  Indian  trade 
in  Georgetown,  and  from  eacb  of  the  trading 
house:)  established  among  Indians.  And  the  per- 
sons so  selected  shall  enter  into  bond,  with  good 
and  sufficient  security,  in  such  sums  as  may  be 
required  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  for 
the  faithful  dischar^  of  the  duties  enjoined  on 
them  by  the  provisions  of  this  act.  And,  from 
and  after  the  third  day  of  June  next,  the  act  of 
the  second  of  March,  one  thousand  eignt  hundred 
and  eleven,  entitled  "An  act  for  establishing  trad- 
ing houses  with  Indian  tribes,"  shall  be  continued 
in  force  for  the  purposes  only  of  enforcing  all 
bonds,  debt^  contracts,  demands,  and  rights, 
which  may  nave  arisen,  and  all  penalties  and 
punishments  which  may  have  been,  or  may  be 
mcuned,  under  the  provisions  of  the  $aid  act,  and 
for  ihe  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  superin- 
tendent, factors,  and  sub-factors,  at  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Sec.  2.  AndbtilfiirtherniiKUd,  That  thegoods. 
wares,  and  merchandise,  which  shall  be  delivered 
orer  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
provisions  oAhis  act,  shall  be  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  Piesideni  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
ject, under  bis  orders,  towards  satisfying  or  extin- 
eiiabine  the  treaty  onligations  on  the  part  of  the 
nited  States  lo  keep  up  trading  houses  with  the 


making  the  customary  presents  to  tribes  or  indi- 
viduals in  amity  with  the  United  Slates ;  and  the 
surplus,  if  any,  may  be  sold  Co  the  best  advantage, 
unaer  the  orders  of  Ihe  President,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds paid  over  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  U  farOier  enaettd,  That  the  furs, 
peltries,  effects,  and  property,  received  under  the 
first  section  of  ibis  acl,8liall  be  sold  in  themnnner 
the  President  may  direct ;  Ihe  debts  due  and  owing 
shall  be  collected  under  his  orders;  and  all  the 
monev  received  from  these  sources,  end  all  Chat 
■hall  be  received  from  the  superintendent  of  In~ 
dian  trade,  and  from  the  factors  and  sub-factors, 
shall  be  paid  over  as  fast  as  received  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States:  Prooidtd,  That 
such  sums  maybe  retained  and  applied,  under  the 
orden  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 


may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  e 
rying  this  act  into  effect 

Sec.  4.  Avd  it  it  fiatitrr  ataded.  That,  u  mmd 
as  may  be  after  the  commencement  of  the  neii 
session  of  Congress,  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States  shall  communicate  to  Congress  the  mannet 
in  which  he  shall  have  caused  this  act  to  be  eie- 
culed,  showing  Ihe  amount  of  moneys,  fais,  pt^ 
tries,  and  other  effects,  and  the  amoDaC  and  de- 
scription of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  and 
the  actual  cash  value  thereof,  received  fnmi  the 
superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  and  each  aC  the 
factors  and  sab-factors,  under  the  prorinons  of 
this  act.  . 

Approved,  May  6,  1622. 


Ad  Act  proiiding  for  tha  diipoaal  of  tfaa  poblic  Unk 
in  theStale  of  Misaluippi,  sod  lor  the  betl«T  tagta- 
iiBtioQ  of  Ihe  land  diiuicts  in  the  SUta  of  AUUcu 
and  Miisiuippi. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  all  that  tract  of  conatry 
which  was  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a  tmnr 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians,  held  on  the  eighteenta 
day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  LgOrd  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty,  near  Doake's 
stand,  in  Ihe  State  of  Mississippi,  be,  and  the  laBte 
is  hereby,  formed  into  a  land  district ;  and,  few  the 
disposal  of  the  public  lands  in  the  said  district,  a 
land  office  shall  be  established  within  the  same, 
at  such  convenient  place  as  the  Prendent  of  ibe 
United  Slates  may  direct  and  appoint;  and  for 
said  office  a  register  and  a  receiver  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  severally 
give  bond,  with  security,  before  entering  on  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices,  in  like  manntf. 
and  for  like  sums;  shall  Teceire  similar  oompa- 
salion,  fees^  and  emoluments,  and  shall  pCTtorai 
similar  duties,  and  posses*  similar  powoa,  wiib  all 
other  regisiert  and  receivers  of  pablic  moncrs  of 
the  United  States,  appointed  by  law  for  the  dis- 
posal of  the  public  land ;  and  shall,  in  all  respects. 
be  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  Umted  States  pao- 
vidmg  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands:  Fn- 
videdj  AotMiwr,  T)iM  the  first  sale  of  the  lands 
within  the  district  aforesaid  may  be  held  at  such 
convenient  place  within  the  district  west  of  Pearl 
river  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 


may,  if  it  should 
the  cstablisbmeni  of  a  new  basis  meridiaa,  attach 
a  portion  of  the  land  otherwise  belonging^  to  the 
district  established  by  this  act,  to  the  district  west 
of  Pearl  river. 

Sec.  2.  Andbtitfiirlhtr  enaeltdy  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authoiixed,  when  he  shall  think  proper,  (o  cause 
so  much  of  the  land  within  the  district  created  by 
this  act.  or  which  may  be  attached  to  the  district 
of  Pearl  river,  and  which  may  be  surveyed,  to  be 
exposed  to  sale  on  the  same  terms  and  conditions, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  as  all  other  pobUc  lands 
of  the  United  States,  with  the  exception  of  section 
numbered  sixteen,  in  each  township,  which  shall 
be  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  within  theame. 
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Kai  of  nicli  other  reaerratioiu  as  now  majr,  oi 
hereaner  may,  eiisl  by  TirtQe  of  any  act  of  ces- 
ttoD.  Imlfi  or  law  of  the  United  Stales ;  and  for 
the  lands  «o  sold,  patents  shall  issue  on  the  terms 
and  conditions,  and  in  the  manner,  provided  by 
law  in  relation  to  all  other  public  lands  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  ht  U  further  enaeUd,  That  all  the 
lands  lying  on  the  east  side  of  the  Toinbigbee 
river,  in  the  State  of  Misaisaip;ii,  and  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  be,  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  October  next,  attached  lo  the  dis' 
trict  established  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and 
the  public  lands  therein  shall  be  sold  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  and  in  the  same  manner, 
and  patents  shall  issue  for  the  lands  so  sold,  agree- 
ably lo  the  proTuions  of  the  laws  for  the  disposal 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Stale  of  Mississippi,  with  the  exception  of  section 
numbered  sixteen,  in  each  township,  which  shall 
be  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  within  the  same, 
and  of  such  other  reservations  as  now  are  made, 
or  hereafter  mav  be  made  by  law.  And  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  toe  register  of  the  district  of  Madi- 
son county,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commis' 
sioner  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  to  transfpr  such 
books;  maps,  and  records,  or  transcripts  thereof,  to 
the  raster  appointed  for  the  district  establisned 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  as  Aiay  be  necessary 
to  carry  into  complete  effect  the  provisions  of  this 
section  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That,  from 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  October  next,  such 
part  of  the  district  east  of  Pearl  river  as  lies  with- 
in the  State  of  Mississippi,  be  attached  lo,  and 
constituted  b  part  of,  the  district  of  Jackson  coun- 
ty ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall 
cause  the  land  office  to  be  removed  to  such  place, 
within  the  district  of  Jackson  county,  as  estab- 
lished by  this  act,  as  he  may  deem  convenient; 
and  that  part  of  the  district  of  Jackson  county 
which  lies  within  the  State  of  Alabama,  shall  be 
attached  to,  and  constitute  a  part  of,  the  district 
cast  of  Pearl  river,  in  Alabamaj  and  it  shall  be 
ihe  duty  of  the  Register  of  the  district  east  of 
Peart  river,  and  the  Register  of  the  district  of 
Fackson  county,  each,  to  transfer  to  the  other 
iuch  books,  records,  surveys,  or  the  transcripts 
:bereof,  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  into  com- 
ilete  effect  the  provisions  Of  this  section  of  this 

(Cl. 

Approved,  May  6,  1823. 

ka  Act  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  nsvigktioi 
aad  also  to  aotboriM  the  sppoiatment  of  Drpnij 
Collectors. 

£t  U  enactti,  *c^  That,  on  satisfactory  evidence 
>eing  given  to  tike  President  of  the  United  States 
bat  the  potts  ia  the  islands  or  colonies  in  the 
^esC  Indies,  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain, 
lare  been  m)ened  to  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States,  the  Resident  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  ai 
borized  to  issue  bis  proclamation,  declaring  that 
be  ports  of  the  United  Slates  shall  thereafter  be 
pen  to  the  vessels  of  Great  Britain  em[doyed  io 


the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  United 
Stales,  and  such  islands,  or  colonies,  subject  to 
iUch  reciprocal  rules  and  restrictions  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  may,  by  such  prDc]ani&- 
''in,  make  and  publish;  any  thin^  in  the  laws, 

titled  "An  act  concerning  navigation,"  or  an 

t,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  con- 
cerning navigation,"  to  Ihe  contrary  nolwith- 
itanding. 

Sec  2.  And  he  ^  further  enaded,  That,  in  the 
event  of  the  signature  of  any  treaty  or  convention 
concerning  the  navigation  or  commerce  between 
the  United  Slates  and  France,  the  President  of 
the  Uniied  Slates  be,  and  is  hereby  authorized, 
should  he  deem  the  same  expedient,  oy  proclama- 
,  to  suspend,  until  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  the  operntion  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  impose  a  new  tonnage  duty  on  French  shipa 
~~d  vessels,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and  also  to 

ipend,  as  aforesaid,  all  other  duties  on  French 
vessels,  or  the  goods  imported  io  the  same,  which 
may  exceed  the  duties  on  American  vessels,  and 
similar  goods  imported  in  the  same. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  the 
aforesaid  first  and  second  sections  of  tiiis  act  shall 
continue  in  force  lo  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjiirther  ertadal  That  the  third, 
fourth,  and  seventh  sections  of  the  act  passed  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifteen,  and  for  other  purposes,'' be,  and  the 
ime  arc  hereby,  revived  and  made  perpetual. 

Approved,  May  6,  1822. 


An  Act  for  the  relief  of  certain  inaalveDt  debtors. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  so  much  of  the  seven- 
teenth section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  insolvent  debtors  within  the  district  of 
Columbia,"  approved  on  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  as  declares 
that  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  debtor  who  hai  not 
resided  in  the  District  of  Columbia  one  year  next 
preceding  his  application  for  relief  under  (be  said 
act,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed : 
PrvBided,  That  no  discharge  under  this  act,  or  the 
act  to  which  it  is  amendatory,  shall  operate  against 
any  creditor  residing  without  Ihe  limits  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  except  the  creditor  at  whose 
instance  the  debtor  may  be  confined.  This  act 
shall  commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  aAei 
the  passing  thereof. 

Approved,  May  B,  1822. 

An  Act  to  amsnd  an  act,  enttllad  "Ad  act  to  regolat* 
trade  and  iotercourM  with  the  lodiu  tribes,  and 
to  pretertg  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  tppniTed  lUr- 
tieth  March,  1803. 

Be  it  enaeUd,  ^e..  That  the  seventh  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  lo  preserve 
peace  on  the  frontiers,"  shall  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed ;  and,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  supennleno- 
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enb  of  Indian  affain  in  lh«  territoriM,  and  Indian 
agents,  nnder  the  direction  or  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  to  rrant  licenses  to  trade  with  In- 
dian Tribes;  wbicb  licenses  shall  be  gnmed  to 
citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  none  othen; 
taking  from  them  bonds,  with  securities,  in  the 
penal  sum,  not  «xceedinE  fi*e  thoosand  dollars, 
praportioned  to  the  capital  employed,  and  condi- 
tioned for  the  due  observance  of  tne  laws  refla- 
ting trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tnbes ; 
and  said  licenses  may  be  granted  for  a  tertn  not 
exceeding  seven  years,  for  the  trade  with  the  re- 
mote tribes  of  Indians  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and 
two  years  for  the  trade  with  all  the  other  tribes. 
And  the  superintendents  and  agents  shall  retnm 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  within  each  year 
abstract  of  all  licenses  granted,  showing  by, 
to  whom,  when,  and  where  granted,  with  ine 
amount  of  the  bonds,  and  capital  employed,  to  be 
laid  before  Congress,  at  the  next  session  thereof. 

Sec.  2.  And  U  U  further  maettd,  That  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted Slates,  in  execution  of  the  power  vested  in 
luro  by  ibe  twenty-first  seclioa  of  the  act  of  the 
thirtieth  of  Marcb,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred 
and  two,  aforesaid,  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, to  direct  loaian  agents.  Governors  of  terri- 
tories acting  as  superintendents  of  Indian  afiairs. 
and  military  officers,  lo  cause  the  stores  and 
packages  of  goods  of  all  the  traders  to  be  searched 
upon  suspicion  or  information  that  ardent  spirits 
are  carried  into  the  Indian  countries  by  saio  tra- 
ders, in  violation  of  tbe  said  twenty-first  section 
of  tbe  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment ;  and  if 
any  ardent  spirits  shall  be  so  found,  all  the  goods 
of  the  .-iaid  trader  shall  be  forfeited,  one-half  to 
tbe  use  of  the  informer,  the  other  half  to  the  use 
of  the  Government,  his  license  cancelled,  and 
bond  put  in  suiL 

Skc  3.  Atti  U  it  JMitr  tuatud.  That  all  pur- 
cbawa  for,  and  on  account  of,  Indians,  for  annai- 
tiee,  presents,  and  otherwise,  shall  be  made  by  the 
Ifidtan  a^U,  and  Governors  of  territories  acting 
as  superiBtaDdent*,  within  their  respective  dis- 
trict*; and  all  persons,  whatsoever,  charged  or 
tntsted  with  the  disbunement  or  amtlicalion  at 
mooev,  goods,  or  effects,  of  any  kind,  for  tbe  ben- 
efit of  Indians,  shall  settle  their  accounts,  annu- 
ally,  at  the  War  Depattment,  on  the  first  dav  of 
September;  and  copies  of  the  same  shall  be  laid 
before  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  en- 
suing session,  by  the  proper  accounting  officer, 
together  with  a  list  of  toe  names  of  all  persons  to 
whom  money,  goods,  or  effects,  had  been  deliv- 
ered, within  the  said  year,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Indians,  specifying  the  amount  and  object  for 
which  it  was  intended,  and  showing  who  are  de- 
linquent, if  any,  in  forwarding  their  acconnts 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacUd,  That,  in  all 
trials  about  the  right  of  property,  in  which  In- 
dians shall  be  parly  on  one  side,  and  white  per- 
sons on  the  other,  the  burden  of  proof  shall  rest 
upim  the  white  person,  in  every  case  in  which  the 
Indian  shall  make  ont  a  presumption  of  title  in 


himsetf,  from  the  fact  of  previons  p 
ownership. 

Bbc.  5.  AiKl  be  a  fmihtr  titactei,  That  it  Ml 
and  may  be  lawful  for  tbe  Preudmt  of  tke  Db- 
ted  Slates,  from  time  to  tino^  to  reqaneaddi- 
tional  security)  and  in  larger  amonrta,  fiooi  afi 
persons  charged  of  trusted,  nndo-  the  Ism  of  tke 
United  States,  with  the  disbnraeiiKiit  or  appbca- 
tion  of  money,  goods,  or  efiects,  of  maj  kisd,  Ar 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians. 

Sec  6.  And  be  itfmHier  emeted.  That  tbe  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  ^   i 
vice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may  appoint  a   | 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  to  reside  at  8l  ' 
Lonis,  whose  powers  shall  extend  to  all  ladtUH 
frequenting  that  place,  whose  salary  afaall  be  S{- 
teen  hundred  dollars  per  annum  ;  and  ooe  agent 
for  the  tribes  within  the  limits  of  Eaat  and  West 
Florida,  with  a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  doUsfs. 

Approved,  May  6, 1822. 

An  Act  to  coetinM  in  force  "An  ad  deciatiat  i1m 

consent  of  Congrea  to  tela  of  the  Btala  ol  Ssnth 

Carolina,  aDthariaing  the  City  Council  of  Cbulc*- 

ton  to  impose  ind  collect  a  datv  on  tbe  bMrasgc  ti 

TSMcU  from  fbrei^D  ^rta ;  vad  to  acta  of  lbs  8tiU 

of  Georgia,  sutbtniiini  the  impontioa  and  cdlee- 

Uon  of  «  ilatj  on  tba  tonnage  at  vaveb  in  tfis   . 

ports  of  Savsnaah  and  St.  Maiy'*." 

Be  U  matted,  f  c.  That  the  act,  oicitled  "Ad 

act  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  acts  of 

the  State  of  South  Caralina(  aathorizing  the   ' 

City  Council  of  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect 

a  duty  on  the  tonnage  of  vesseb  from  foreifa 

ports;  and  to  acts  of  the  State  of  Creoi^ia,  ao- 

thorizing  the  imposition  and  collection  ofa  daty    I 

on  the  tonnage  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Sevan-    | 

nah  and  St.  Mary's,"  passed  the  twenty-ninth  of 

April,  one  thonsand  eight  hundred  and  siiteee, 

shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  continoed  in 

force  for  three  years,  and  to  tbe  end  of  the  next 

session  of  Congress  thereafter:  Fror'ideA  atxajt, 

and  it  u  liereby  Jkriher  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the    ' 

duty  of  the  City  Council  of  Charlestoit,  and  of  the 

Collectors  of  the  ports  of  Savannah  and  of  St. 

Mary's,  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tr«a»- 

ury  an  annual  account  of  the  sums  collected,  and 

of  tbe  application  of  the  same  for  the  jxiTpc^   I 

aforesaid. 

Approved,  May  7,  1822. 

An  Ad  to  provide  far  the  coUection  of  datias  oa  ia- 
porta  and  tonnage  in  Florida,  aind  for  other  puposv.    I 
Bt  a  enMted,  fc,  That  all  the  poria,  harboi. 
waters,  and  shores  of  all  that  part  oi  the  »v" 
land  of  Florida,  lying  between  the  coUectioo  de-  | 
trict  of  St  Mary's,  in  Oaorgia,  and  the  lirer  Ntv 
Kan,  with  all  the  ports,  harbors,  waters,  and  sboro,    | 
of  all  the  islands  opposite  and  nearest  ihenlo,  bt 
and  hereby  are,  annexed  to,  and  made  and  cown-    i 
tuted  a  part  of,  the  collection  district  of  St.  Hair^ 

Sec.  2.  And  bt  U  further  ertaded.  That  all  ^    < 
porb,  harbors,  shores,  and  waiera,  of  the  muo 
land  of  Flori<b,  and  of  the  islands "■ ■* 
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Detreit  theMto,  aten^in^  fhnn  the  nid  riTer  Nat- 
saa  to  Cms  SaUe,  be,  ssd  the  Mme  are  hwebf, 
ttfaUished  a  coUectioa  diitrict,  bytiu  name  of 
die  district  of  St  Augntlioe,  whsraof  Bl.  Aiign*~ 
(iae  shall  be  the  only  poTt  of  entry. 

Sfic.  3.  Jmi  bt  it  fiMthtr  matiti,  That  all  tbe 
portt,  barbcwt,  shorn,  aiid  waUn,  of  the  tDaio 
Wd  of  Florida,  and  of  the  i^andt  oppotita  and 
neanat  Ihereto,  extending  ttom  Cape  Sable  to 
Chsrlotle  Bay,  be,  and  tnie  Eame  ore,  etlaUiabed 
a  eoUeetioa  lUstriet,  by  tbe  name  of  the  district  of 
Key  West,  and  a  port  of  entry  may  be  ataUiabed 
in  said  district,  at  mah  {Atoe  as  the  President  of 
the  United  Statemay designate:  Awii&d,  That, 
until  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  eatablieh  a  port  of  entry  in 
the  difflriet  of  Key  West,  and  a  collector  shall  be 
appointed  for  said  district,  the  same  dklrici  is  an- 
nexed to,  and  shall  be  a  part  of,  the  diatriet  of  Ap- 
palachicola. 

Sbc.  i.  And  he  it  fitriitr  ta^itd,  That  all  the 
porls,  harbon,  shores,  and  walen,  of  the  main 
land  of  said  Florida,  and  of  the  island*  oppoeile 
and  nearest  thereto,  extending  from  Coariotte 
Bay  to  Cape  St.  Elms,  be,  and  hereby  are,  estab- 
lished a  Bollection  district,  by  the  name  of  the  dia- 
triet of  AppMlachieolft ;  and  a  port  of  entry  shall 
Bt  estaMiahed  for  said  distiict,ai3aeb  place  as  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  may  designate. 

Sbc.  6.  Andle  U/artber  ttuKUd,  That  all  the  re- 
sidue of  the  ports,  harbors,  waters,  and  shores,  of 
said  Florida,  and  of  the  islands  thereof,  be,  and 
the  same  are,  established  a  colleclioa  distriol,  by 
,the  name  of  the  district  of  Pensacola,  whereof 
'Pensacola  shall  be  the  only  port  of  entry. 

Sue.  6.  AnAh*  it  fwUm  eaaettd,  That  the  Presi. 
dent  of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aa- 
thorized  to  establish  such  pcwis  of  delirery  in  each 
of  said  districts,  and  also  in  that  portion  of  said 
territory  anDexed  to  the  District  oi  St.  Mary's,  as 
tie  may  deem  expedient. 

Sec.  7.  Jwl  U  it  further  matted,  Thatthe  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  tbe  Senate,  shall  appoint  a  collector  for 
each  district,  to  reside  at  tbejiort  of  entry,  and  a 
surveyor  for  tbe  District  of  Fenacola,  and  a  sur- 
veyor for,  and  to  reside  at,  each  port  of  delivery 
authorized  by  this  act.  But  the  President,  in  the 
recesa  of  tbe  Senate,  may  make  temporary  ap- 
pointments of  any  such  collector  or  surveyor, 
whose  commission  shall  expire  in  forty  days  from 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Oongrees 
thereafter. 


Sec.  8.  Attd  bt  it  further  euaetvL  Thai  each  col- 
r   and  surveyor  authorized  nj      ' 
give  bond  for  the  true  and  faithtnl  disebar^  of 


lector  and  surveyor  authorized  by  I 
give  bond  for  the  true  and  faitbtnl 
his  daties,  in  such  sum  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  ma^  direct  and  preeeribe;  and  the 
coUect<H  for  the  District  of  Pensacola  shall,  in  ad- 
dition to  tbe  fees  and  emoluments  aUowed  by  law, 
receive  three  per  cent,  commissions,  and  no  more, 
on  all  moneys  received  and  paid  by  him  on  account 
of  the  duties  on  goods,  ware&  and  merchandise, 
■ad  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels ;  and  each  other 
coUecloi  shall,  in  addition  to  the  fees  aod  emola- 
ments  allowed  by  law,  receive  an  aimual  salary  of 


goo^v 


five  hundred  dollars  ;  and  three  per  cent,  commit 
and  no  more,  on  all  moaevs  received  and 
,  .  by  him  on  account  of  the  duties  on  goodly 
WBree,and  merchandise,  imported  into  his  distriatf 
and  on  the  toiUM^  of  vessels ;  end  each  surveyor 
aathotized  by  this  act  shall,  in  addition  to  the  tees 
and  emoluments  aUowed  by  law,  receive  an  an- 
nual salary  of  three  luutdied  dollars;  and  each 
sa^  collaetor  and  surveyor  shall  exaoiae  the  same 
powera,  be  subject  to  tbe  same  duties,  and  be  ea- 
titled  to  ibe  ame  privileges  and  immiinitie*,  aa 
other  eollectns  and  surveyors  of  the  coatooM  of 
the  United  States. 

iBc.  9.  A»d  be  it  ftaOtr  wweta^  That  ships  or 
•Esdek  arriving^  ftam  and  aber  the  thirtieth  day 
of  June  next,  from  the  Cape  of  Qood  Hope,  or 
from  any  place  beyond  the  same,  shall  be  admitted 
to  make  entry  at  the  port  of  entrv  of  Pensacola, 
and  at  no  othor  port  or  place  in  Florida. 

Sbc.  10.  AmAbeitfVftbermaatA,  That  all  laws 
which  impose  any  duties  on  the  importation  of 
any  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  into  said  Tn- 
~'~-y  o{  Flotida,  or  on  the  exportation  of  any 
Is,  wares,and  merebandise,  from  said  territory, 
1  tbe  tonnage  of  vessels,  or  wbich  allow  any 
drawback  on  the  exportation  of  any  ^oo4lB,irares, 
meichandiite,  other  than  sneli  duties  or  draw> 
baebs  as  are  paid  or  allowed  in  otho'  tnritoMSor 
places  in  the  United  States,  are  hereby  rep^ed : 
PnwtiM,  That  nothing  in  this  aet  contained  shall 
authorize  tbe  allowing  of  drawbacks  on  the  expor- 
of  any  aoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  from 
any  port  or  place  of  said  tnritory,  other  than  on 
thosewhtch  shall  have  been  imported  directly  into 
the  same,  from  a  foreign  port  er  place ;  and  no 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  any  goods,  wares, 
or  merchandise,  exported  from  any  port  of  Florida 
which  shall  hare  been  imported  bef<ve  the  tenth 
day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-one. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it/mlur  maOtd,  That  the  fitsl 
section  ofan  aet  passed  on  theseeond  day  of  March, 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  entitled 
"An  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  concerning  the 
coasting  trade,"  be  so  far  altered  and  amended 
that  the  seacoast  and  navigaUe  riven  of  tbe  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  divided 
three  great  districts,  the  first  and  second  to  be 
and  remain  as  therein  described,  and  tbe  third  to 
include  all  the  ports,  harbors,  seacoasts,  and  nav- 
igable rivers,  between  the  soathem  limits  of  Oeor^ 
and  theriver  Perdido.and  said  third  great  district, 
so  estaUished,  shall  oe  subject  to  aH  the  regula- 
tions and  jHovisions  of  said  act. 

Apptovad,  May  7, 1822. 


Be  it  eaaeuA,  fc.  That,  for  tbe  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  claims  and  titles  to  land  within  the 
Tenitory  of  Florida,  aa  acquired  by  tbe  treaty  of 
the  twenty-aecond  of  February,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, by  the  President  of  the  United  State*,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  eonsent  of  tbe  Senate, 
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three  GommiwioDcn,  who  shftU  receire,  as  com' 
penuiion  for  the  duties  enjoined  by  the  proTwioBS 
of  thia  acl,  Iwo  thousand  dolkn  each,  to  be  paid 
quarterly,  ffom  the  TreasuiT ;  who  shall  open  an 
office  for  the  adjudication  of  claim*,  at  Penxacola, 
iti  the  Territory  of  West  Florida,  and  St.  Augus- 
tine, in  East  Florida,  under  ibe  rules,  regulations, 
tod  condliioos,  hereinafter  prescribed. 

Sec.  2.  Ai»d  ht  it  farther  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  said  Commiuioneri  to  appoint  a 
aaitable  and  well  qualified  Secrelarr,  wlio  shall 
record,  in  a  well  bound  book,  all  and  every  their 
sets  and  proceedings,  the  claims  admitted,  with 
those  rejected,  and  the  reason  of  their  admission 
or  rejection.  He  shall  receive,  as  a  compenBation 
for  his  serrices,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars,  lo  be  p«id  quarterly,  from  the  Treas- 
ury. He  shall  be  acquainted  with  the  Spanish 
language  i  and,  before  euteriuff  on  a  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  tale  and  subscribe  an 
oath,  before  some  authority  competent  to  adminis- 
ter it,  that  he  will,  well  and  truly,  and  faithfully 
disclwrge  the  duties  assigned  him,  and  translate 
all  pafen  that  loay  be  required  of  him  by  the 
Commissioners. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  H  further  enacUd,  That  said  Com- 
missioners,  prerionsly  to  entering  ou  a  discharge 
of  the  duties  assigned  them,  shall,  oeft^e  the  Jadge 
of  the  Terriioiial  court  at  Pensacola,  or  some 
other  authority  in  his  absence,  competent  to  ad- 
minister it,  take  an  oath  faithfully  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  their  offices,  and  shall  commeoce  and 
hold  their  sessions  on  or  before  the  first  Monday 
of  July  nest,  at  Pensacola,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 


f  which 

shall  be  given,  bv  said  CominissioDers,  in  some 
newspaper  printed  at  each  place,  or,  if  there  be  no 
newspaper,  at  the  moat  public  places  in  said  cities, 
respectively,  of  the  time  at  which  their  sessions 
win  commence,  requiring  all  persons  to  bring  for- 
ward their  claims,  with  evidence  necessary  to  sup- 
port them.  The  session  at  St.  Augustine  shall 
terminate  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one  thousand 
ei^ht  hundred  and  twenty-three,  when  said  Com- 
missioners shall  forward  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  a  detail  of 
all  they  have  done,  and  deliver  over  to  the  sur- 
veyor all  the  archives,  documents,  and  papers,  that 
may  be  io  their  possession. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  every 
person,  or  the  heinr  or  representatives  ofsach  per- 
sons, claiming  titles  to  lands  under  any  patent, 
grant,  concession,  or  order  of  survey,  dated  previ- 
ous to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  which  were 
valid  under  the  Spanish  Government,  or  by  the 
law  of  nations,  and  which  are  not  rejected  by  the 
treaty  ceding  Ibe  Territory  of  East  and  West 
Florida  to  the  United  States,  shall  file,  before  the 
Commissioners,  his,  her,  or  their  claim,  setting 
forth,  particularly,  its  situation,  and  boundaries, 
if  to  be  ascertained,  with  the  deraignment  of  title, 
where  they  are  not  the  grantees,  or  original  claim- 
ants; which  shall  be  recorded  by  the  Secretary, 


and  who,  for  his  said  seivicea  ihsll  be  enthled  to 
demand  from  the  claimants  ten  cents  for  eack 
hundred  words  contained  in  said  papers,  se  n- 
corded ;  Ae  shall  be  entitled  to  twenty-fire  centi 
for  each  snbpana  issued:  Pmtidei,  That  if  tbt 
amoDttt  so  received  shall  exceed  one  Ibonsand  tva 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  hereby  deebnj 
the  compensation  for  his  servieea,  tbc  exeen  shiil 
be  reported  to  the  Commissionen,  and  be  «nbJKi 
to  their  disposition ;  and  said  CommisMOBefs^all 
proceed  to  examine  and  determine  oo  the  ralidii); 
of  said  patents,  grants,  coDceasiona,  and  orders  of 
survey,  agreeaMy  to  the  laws  aitd  ordiBaaees 
heretofore  existing  of  the  Qovemmenta  m^inc 
the  grants,  respectivdy,  having  due  regard,  in  >fl 
Spanish  claim^  to  the  conditions  and  stipolatieat 
contained  is  the  eighth  article  of  m  maty  eva- 
eluded  at  Washington,  between  His  Caibouc  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States,  on  the  rwenty-sfeood 
of  February,  one  thonsand  eight    ■       -    ■       • 


ny  claim  not  filed  previoiB  to  the 
thirty-first  day  oi  May,  one  fhooeand  ei^l  hand- 


land,  or  any  part  thereof,  ii  elaimed  tn 
titles  emanating  both  from  the  British  and  SpalH 
ish  GovemmenlE,  the  Commissieaas  sbalt  not 
decide  the  same,  but  shall  report  all  soeh  cawt, 
with  an  abstract  of  the  evidence,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  5.  Andbtit  fiertheretuietei,  That  the  Com- 
missioners shall  have  power  to  inquire  into  the 
justice  and  validity  of  the  claims  filed  widi  than: 
and'Shail  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  loadnB- 
isier  oaths,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witaenes. 
by  subpoanas  issued  by  the  Secretary,  and  the  ad- 
duction of  such  testimony  as  xdmj  bemnled ;  ihey 
shall  have  access  to  all  papers  and  rwordi  of  a 
public  nature  relative  to  any  land  titles  wiihia 
said  provinces,  and  to  make  transcripts  thereof 
They  shall  examine  into  claims  arising  under  pa- 
tents, grants,  concessions,  and  orders  of  survey, 
where  the  survey  ha^  been  actually  inade  previov 
to  the  twenty-fourth  January,  one  thonaaod  eishi 
hundred  and  eighteen ;  whether  tbey  are  foandtf 
upon  conditions,  and  how  far  those  coadiaon 
have  been  complied  with ;  and  if  derived  fnun  tht 
Britiah  Government,  how  for  tber  hare  bwa  con- 
sidered valid  under  the  Spanish  GoverBtnent ;  in^ 
if  satisfiad  that  said  claims  be  correct  and  valid, 
shall  give  coofirmalion  to  them:  PrwUM,  Thai 
such  confirmsiion  shall  onlf  operate  as  a  rehaK 
of  any  interest  which  the  United  Slates  may  bare, 
and  shall  not  be  considered  as  affecting  the  rickc 
of  third  persons;  and  provided  that  tbey abairaai 
have  power  to  confirm  anr  claim  or  part  tbcnef 
where  the  amount  claimea  is  imdeiSned  in  qaao- 
tity,  or  shall  eiceed  one  thousand  aeves;  bat  it 
all  such  cases  shall  report  the  lestimonf,  wiii 
their  opinions,  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  TrVKsmr. 
to  be  laid  before  Congress  for  their  deferfninatia 
Every  wtinesa  attendine  under  any  process  fieai 
the  CommissioDers shaU  beallowul  twe dollars 
day,  and  one  ddlar  for  eray  twentymiles'  mrei 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


2«17 


APPurois. 

PMIe  Jets  (/GHvraHL 


2«18 


to  be  paid  bf  the  ftatj  fummoniog'  bim ;  Providtd, 
nmerthdai.  That  the  Commissionen  aball  not  act 
OB,  01  take  into  coauderatian,  any  British  grant, 
patent,  wamntj  or  order  of  sotrey,  but  ibote 
which  are  booa  fide  claimed  and  owanl  by  citizeD* 
of  the  Uitited  Statea,  and  which  have  never  been 
eoinpeiiMted  for  by  the  BrilUh  GoTernmenL 

Sec.  6.  Atd  be  if  furtlur  eaadtd.  That  there 
shall  be  appointed,  by  the  Preudent  of  the  Uoited 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  ooatent  of  the 
Senate,  a  surveyor,  who  shall  poaaes*  the  power 
and  authority,  and  receive  the  same  salary,  as  by 
law  appertains  to  the  surveyor  south  of  the  State 
of  TenneMeej  but  bis  daties  shall  not  commencs 
until  the  CommiMioaers  shall  have  examined  and 
decided  upon  the  claims  in  West  Florida,  who 
shall  thereupon  furnish  the  surveyor  with  a  list  of 
those  admitted,  and  he  shall  ihereupon  proceed  lo 
snrvey  the  eountrr,  taking  care  lo  have  surveyed, 
and  marked,  and  laid  down  npon  a  general  plan, 
lo  be  kept  in  his  officck  the  metea  and  bounds  of 
the  claims  so  admitted;  cnnaing  the  same  to  be 
surveyed  at  the  expeiue  of  ibe  cuimanla,  the  price 
whereof  shall  be  the  same  as  ia  paid  for  surveying 
the  public  lajnds;  but  no  surveyor  shall  chargefor 
any  line  except  such  as  may  be  actually  rmi,  nor 
for  any  line  not  necessary  to  be  run.  He  shall 
^point  a  suitable  number  of  deputiea,  and  shall 
fix  and  determine  their  fees:  Frmidtd,  That  the 
whole  cost  of  Eorvey  shall  not  exceed  toor  doUara 
amile:  Aad  pni>itle<i  alto,  That  none  other  than 
township  lines  shall  be  run  where  the  land  is 
deemed  fit  for  cultivation.  Said  surveyor  shall 
reside  at  such  place  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  direct,  and  shall  keep  his  office  there, 
and  may  charce  the  following  fees,  viz :  for  re- 
cording the  put  and  snrveys  of  private  claims 
made  by  any  of  bis  deputiea.  twenty-five  cents  for 
each  mile  contained  in  the  bonndary  of  sneh  sar- 
vey,  and  twenty-fire  cents  for  any  copy  certified 
from  the  booki  of  his  office. 

Approved,  May  8, 1822. 


Bt  it  tHoettd,  ^^  That  an  ordinance  mmUnrtd 
ihte,  made  and  paned  on  the  oghteenlh  of  July, 
eighteen  hondru  and  twenty-one,  by  M^or  Gen- 
eral Andrew  Jackaon,  Governor  of  the  provincea 
of  the  Floridas,  entitled  "An  ordinance  providing 
for  the  naturalization  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territcny;"  and  an  ordinance  passed  by 
the  City  Council  of  St.  Augustine,  on  the  seven- 
teenth October,  eichieen  hnndred  and  twenty- 
one^  imposing  and  laying  certain  taxes  on  the  ii»- 
habilants;  and  all  other  laws,  ordinances,  or 
resolves,  so  far  aa  they  enforce  or  confirm  the 
same,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  and 
declared  null  and  void. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  tnaettd,  That  if  any 
person  shall  attempt  to  enforce  any  of  said  laws, 
ordinance*,  or  resolves,  hy  demanaug  and  receiv- 
ing any  tax,  imposilton,  or  assessment,  antfaorized 
or  preKiibed  thereby,  such  person  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof]  be  pontshed  oy  fine  not  exeeeding 


two  hnndred  dollars,  or  by  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months,  either  or  both  of  said  punish- 


and  under  such  r^ulaiioDs  as  he  may  direct  and 
prescribe,  cause  to  be  refunded  to  any  person  any 
sum  of  money  which  he  mav  have  paid  under  or 
by  virtue  of  either  of  said  laws,  ordinances,  or 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  fwOttr  enacUd,  That  this  act 
shall  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  fint  day  of 
June  nexL 

Approved,  Hay  7, 1822. 


An  Act  aulhortaias  •  location  of  certain  school  land* 
in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Be  U  enacted,  fc,  That  the  Register  of  the  land 
office  at  BrooKvitle  be,  and  he  is  herel^,  author- 
ized to  select  school  lands  within  said  district 
equivalent  to  the  one  thirty-iiitb  part  of  the  re- 
tervstion  commonly  called  Clark's  grant,  for  the 
use  of  schools  within  the  same ;  and  the  Register 
of  the  land  office  at  Terre  Haute  is  hereby,  in  like 
manner,  authorized  to  select,  within  his  district, 
school  lands,  which,  together  with  theeteren  sec- 
tions already  selected,  shall  be  equivalent  to  the 
one  thirty-sixth  part  of  the  Vincennes  donaiioB 
tract,  for  the  use  of  schoob,  within  said  tract.  It 
shall  be  the  duly  of  the  Registers  afwesaid,  in 
making  such  selections,  to  be  confined  to  section 
numbraed  twenty,  in  each  township,  and  the  selec- 
tion aa  nude  shall  be  reserved  from  sale. 

Approved,  May  7, 1822. 

An  Act  to  repeal  the  fonrteenlh  section  of  "An  ul 
to   reduce  snd  Sx  the  Militaij  Peux   EstaUiah- 
ment,"  psaud  the  Hcoad  da;  ef  Maicfa,  one  Ihau. 
land  eight  huadred  snJ  twenlj-one. 
Be  it  enacted,  tc.  That  the  fourteenth  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Mil- 
itary Peace  Establishment,"  passed  the  second  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  be,  and  ibe  time  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Ad  Act  naUng  fbither  appropiistioBs  for  the  Military 

aenica  of  the  United  Btalee  for  the  yaar  eighlMn 

hundred  and  twentj-two,  and  for  other  pnrposee. 

Be  U  enaeted,  >f  c.  That  the  following  sums  be, 
and  the  tame  are  hereby,  anpropriaied,  to  wit: 

For  fortifications,  to  eacn,  specifically,  an  folr 
lows,  viz  1 

For  Fort  Delaware,  twenty  thousand  dollaia. 

For  Fort  Washington,  twenty-five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  Fort  Monroe,  seventy-five  thousand  dollar*. 

For  Fort  Calhoun,  fifty  tbousand  dollars. 

For  collecting  materials  for  a  fortification  at 
Mobile  Point,  in  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  finy  ihotH 
sand  dollars. 

For  the  Rigolets  and  Chef  Menteur,  one  hnn- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  collecting  materiab  for  a  fort  on  the  right 
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liftBk  at  the  HianMippi,  opposite  Fort  St.  Philip, 
tbirif  thoiuand  dollan. 

For  cohtingencies  and  repairs  of  fortificalioni 
tmniy  thoataad  dollart. 

'    For  the  ttatiooai  armories,  three  hundred  and 
aiztr  thousand  dollars. 

For  oarreot  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service, 
Tiz: 

For  the  presemtioa  of  the  arms  and  other  pub- 
lie  properly  in  store,  including  the  hired  workmen, 
MU  pnrcluue  of  paint,  oil,  and  other  materiaU 
neoenary  for  the  purpose,  eight  thousand  ei^t 
hundred  and  tbirty-eigbt  dollars. 

To  meet  ordinary  requisitions  for  army  so[^ies, 
viz: 

For  paint  and  oil  for  the  preaerration  of  the 
gnu  and  eatiiagea  in  the  fortifieationa,  aaJd  for 
uiiScers' and  iBtrmebing  tools,  six  thousand  three 
huDdied  and  forty  dollan. 

Fof  the  miaedlaBeoBs  eipensas  at  aiseaak,  Ji»- 
ng«  for  public  hones,  stationery,  &«.,  two  thow- 
aud  eight  himlKd  and  sixty-two  dollus. 

For  too  npaniiom  of  defeelive  anna,  inoloding 
the  wages  oi  armofers,  the  purchase  of  iron,  ste«L 
coals,  IooIb,  &c.,  eleren  ihotuaad  nine  hundred 
«Bd  uzty  dollars. 

For  repairs  (^  arsenals,  one  thousand  dolhtrs. 

For  the  presevralioD  of  amtaunition,  fire  thon- 
•md  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  otustauding  claims,  which 
Mcroad  in  one  thousand  right  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, and  one  thousand  eight  kmlt«d  and  twenty, 
ftt  Pittsbur|A,  aad  attt  presnited  until  eighteen 
hundred  aiM  twenty-^ne,  and  unpaid  for  want  of 
an  appropriation  applieaUe  to  the  autf}ect,  one 
Ihousaud  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  arrearaoea  in  the  War  Department  prior  to 
Ike  first  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  fancdrcd  and 
■eveoteeo,  ninety  tboi}MUid  dollars. 
'   For  pay  allowed  by  law  to  Indian  agents,  twen- 
ty-two thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  snlhagentB,  eler« 
and  thilty-eight  dollars. 

Fei  praents  to  Indians,  allowed  by  the  law  of 
sixteen Jmndred  and  two,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  coDlingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, seventy-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  good  a  deficit  of  the  appropriation 
of  the  last  year,  in  the  same,  seventy  thousand 
doHirs. 

For  payment  of  a  deficit  of  the  appropriation 
for  the  Quartermaster  Generars  deparment  for 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-one,  seventy  tnou> 
sand  dollats. 

For  compleiine  the  barracks  at  Baton  Ronge, 
twdve  thouMud  dollars. 

For  constrocting  new  roofs  for  the  barracks  at 
Carlisle,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  tne  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  militia 


svcoessiveiy  presidents,  eight  bandied  and  forty 
dollars  and  eighiy-foui  cents. 

For  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  militia 
court  msrliBl  in  Pennsylvania,  of  which  Thomas 
C.  Miller  was  president,  one  thousand  five  hun- 


dred and  ninety-eight  dollars  luid  sevcnty-agkt 
cents. 

For  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  milioa 
court  martial  in  Pennsylvania,  of  which  C<4aad 
James  Wood  was  president,  seven  hnndred  and 
ninety-eight  dt^rs  and  eighty-^Mr  centa. 

For  the  payment  of  the  Dalanee  of  thenpoisei 
of  the  militia  conrt  martial  in  the  State  at  New 
York,  of  which  Brigadier  Oeneml  Oenrd  8ted- 
difora  vras  president,  nineteen  thoosaDd  two  faini- 
drad  and  nxieea  dollm  and  twenR-nine  cents. 

For  the  balanee  of  an  appnipiatiaa  made  nine- 
teenth  February,  dghteen  hundred  and  eighteen. 
to  d«Aay  the  expensee  of  ennloying  a  brigMle  of 
militia,  Wag  the  amoont  thereof  earned  to  the 
stilus  fund,  twelve  thousand  three  faitndred  and 
seventy-four  doUars  and  liny-seven  eeots. 

For  replacing  the  like  amount  of  apptvjaiatiaas 
made  for  the  survey  of  certain  paru  and  harbors, 
which  has  been  eatried  to  the  swrploa  (md,  the 
sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  Aartf- 
four  dollan  and  seven^-eigfal  ceMsL 

For  reptaoing  the  lifce  amooat  appcofictMed  to 
pmouie  medal*  for  the  oSccis  of  tbe  aimy,  carried 

to  the  smplae  foai*  ■' .-.,-.--i    . 

hnndred  doUais. 

For  replacing  the  like  atnoont  apprapstated  for 
the  rdief  of  Colonel  William  I^wroce,  and 
others,  oarried  to  the  surplus  flrad,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  fonr  hnndred  and  forty  dollars  and  twetre 
cesits. 

For  carrying  into  (Act  the  treaty  eondndtd  at 
Chicago,  OD  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  August, 
eighteen  hnndred  and  twentv-one,  the  a 
eighteen  thousand  one  fanndred  ai  ' 
and  ten  cents. 


i  and  aeves  doUai? 


canring  into  efect  so  much  of  the  ftanb 
of  the  treaty  of  the  eighth  of  Janoary,  one 


For 

article  01  „  -    j,-- 

thousand  eight  kindred  and  twenty-oae,  betwita 
At  United  States  and  Ae  Creek  nation,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  compensation  due  to  the  eitiMBs  of 
Qeo^ia  by  the  Creek  nation,  fifty  tboasaad 
dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  holding  treaties  with  the 
Cherokee  and  Creek  tribes  of  Indbns  for  the  ei- 
tinsuishment  of  the  Indian  title  to  all  the  Uod! 
within  the  SUte  of  Oem^  purstmnt  to  the  foonk 
saoiion  of  the  first  article  of  the  agreeiaeat  and 
ceasiOQ,  concloded  between  tkeUnite4  State*  ari 
the  State  of  Georgia,  on  tbe  tweaty-Aiarlfa  day  ef 
AftU,  one  thoosand  evbt  hundred  asd  nso,  &e 
BiHB  of  thirty  thoBsanddtdlaTs. 

«  M^  viuuui,  Tfa«  the  « 
nnfaefore  made  shall 
tte  Treasury,  not  othn- 


thirty  thov 

3.  A*  ta  , 

era!  appropriations  Weinfaefore  made   shall  be 
or  any  money  ii 


paid  onto 

ise  appropriated. 

Sbc.  3.  Alwlb6afmih»rtliUleHi,^\ax  no  money 
appr^riated  by  this  act,  or  by  the  act,  aititled 
" ' "      -    --^-  propriations  for  tbe  inilttaTT 

States  for  tbe  year  one  thoo- 
stnd  eight  hundred  and  twenty-tvro,"  ^all  bt 
sdvancM  or  paid  to  anjr  person  on  any-  eontran 
or  to  any  offlen-who  is  in  arrears  to  the  Unil«t 
Statee,  until  he  shall  have  aceonnted  for,and  paiif 
itito  toe  Treasury,  all  sums  for  which  be  may-ir 
liable. — Approved,  Hey  7, 1863. 
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An  Act  furllicr  to  unud  Iha  MianE  tkct*  MlitiTe  to 
the  TrvMOij,  Wir,  and  Niiy  Separtineau. 

Be  it  ataettd,  ^.,  That  tbe  Kcond  lecdon  of  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  making  alteratioos  in  the 
Treuurf  and  Wai  Depaiiments,"  passed  the 
eighth  day  of  May,  ssTenteen  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  i  the  second  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  altet  and  amend  the  aeveral  acts  fbt  the  es- 
ubliihmanl  and  regnlation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
■nd  Nary  DepartmeiUs,"  paaied  the  sixteenth  day 
of  Joljr,  wrentaen  hundred  and  ninety-eight;  and 
the  sereoth  Mction  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
proTtde  fiir  the  nmnpt  settlement  of  pablie  ac- 
couiti,"  pMNd  tbe  thud  day  of  Match,  eighteen 
handted  atid  aevotteen,  be,  and  hereby  an,  m- 
pwled,  from  and  aAcr  the  UuTtietb  day  of  Jnne, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

Sbc.  SL  Jad  be  «  /ar&tr  waeUd,  That,  on  the 
dmy  and  ^ear  lau  Bforesaid,  all  moneys  which 
may  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Treararar  of  the 
United  EUates,  •■  agent  of  the  War  and  Nary 
Depaitmants,  shall,  nndet  the  direction  of  the  Seo- 
>Mari«B  of  ihoae  DqMiriments,  reipeotiTely,  be 
npaid  into  the  Trcaraty,  and  cairied  to  the  credit 
or  the  proper  Dcpaitment  apoti  the  books  of  the 
TnasDry. 

Sh.3.  ..fadhA^rtAa-MMKt^ThatallmoiMys 
approprialed  foi  theuMof  the  War  and  Navy  De- 
tMttments,  shall,  from  and  afier  the  dav  and  year 
iaat  afonaaid.  be  dnrwn  ftom  ibe  Ttcunry  by 
wamtnts  of  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory,  upon 
the  teqoisilions  of  the  Secretaries  ai  those  Depart- 
ments, respeetiTely,  countersigned  by  the  Second 
Compirc^er  of  the  Treasury,  and  registered  by  the 
prma  Auditor. 

Sec.  4.  And  bt  it  /artber  luadai,  That  so  mneh 
of  the  said  act  of  the  third  day  of  Marcb,  one 
tfaoovnd  eigbt  hundred  and  aeroiteea,  as  is  t*- 
pugnanl  to  the  fiiregoiag  provisions,  Iw,  and  ii 
neKby,  r^ealed,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
fif  June,  ei^teen  hundred  and  twenty-two. 

A^nrad,  May  7, 1822. 


An  Act  fizini 

of  the  Public 

Be  it  uuuled,  fe^  That,  inittwl  of  the  salary 
of  two  tboimnd  iloUai«,  bentofore  allowed  by 
law  to  theConaniasioiMt  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
thereaball  henceforth  beallowed  lolfae  said  Oom- 
missiona  a  salary  of  one  thoEMmd  five  hnudred 
dollars  a  year,  to  be  paid  qnanerly,  onl  gf  any 
moneys  in  the  Treaaory  not  olberwite  appro- 
priated. 

Sec.  2.  J^  U  it  fifHur  tnaeltd,  That  the  said 
C!ommistianer  shall  give  bond,  with  one  or  more 
suffioient  turatiee,  in  anch  nm  and  form  as  the 
Prcndent  of  the  United  Sutei  sheU  direct,  for  the 
iaithfiil  disefaatge  of  the  duties  of  his  office :  Pn- 
«tifad.  That  there  shall  not  be  placed  in  his  band, 
at  any  one  time,  a  sum  eseeediDg  the  penalty  of 
the  bond. 

Sic.  a  Jbid  be  U  fmthtr  maeUd,  That  the  third 
section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  making  an 
sppropriatioii  for  enclosins  and  improTing  the 
public  square  near  the  Capitol,  and  to  aboli^  the 


office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Buildings, 
and  Boperinteadent,  and  for  the  appointment  of 
one  Commissioner  for  the  Public  Buildings,"  ap- 
proved the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  which 
said  section  fixed  the  salary  of  the  said  Commi*- 
sioner  at  two  thousand  dollars,  be,  and  ihe  same 
is  hereby,  repealed. 
Approved,  May  7, 18SS. 


An  Act  to  proiid*  lor  annnities  to  the  Oltswss,  Fot- 
tavmlanuaa,  Kickapoo*,  Cbocuws,  Kwikaskiai,  to 
Haahalatnbba,  and  tu  caiiy  into  afiect  the  tteaiy  of 

Be  ft  encKted,  ^c,  That,  for  carrying  into  effect 
a  treaty  concluded  at  Chicago,  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  August,  one  Ihouiand  eight  hundred 
and  (wenty-onej  the  following  sums,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  ap- 
proptiaied,  be,  and  Ihe  same  are  hereby,  appropri- 
ated for  the  payment  of  the  annuity  in  said  treaty, 
to  be  paid  to  the  following  Indian  tribes,  that  is  to 
say  :  To  the  Ottawas  a  permanent  annuity  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  annnatly;  tothesaid  tribe  of  In- 
dians, one  thonsand  fire  bnodred  dollars  annually, 
for  ten  years,  in  support  of  a  blaeksmitb,  teacher, 
and  a  person  to  instruct  tbe  Ottawas  in  agricnl- 
tDie,  and  for  the  purchase  of  cattle  and  farmina 
utensils ;  to  the  Poitawatamies,  five  thousand  doU 
birs,  annually,  for  twenty  years,  and  a  further  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars  to  the  said  tribe  of  Indians, 
stipulated  in  said  treaty  to  be  applied  by  the  Pre- 
sident annually  in  support  of  a  blacksmith  and 
teacher  for  them ;  to  me  Eiokapoo  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans, two  thousand  dollars  annualiy,  for  fifteen 
yetus,  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  the  said  tribe  by  tbe 
treaty  concluded  at  Edwardsville,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  on  the  thirtietb  qf  Julv,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  to  continue  so 
appropriated,  so  long  as  the  said  treaties  shall  be 

For  carrying  into  effect  certain  stipulations 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  the  sixteenth  of  Novem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  five,  with  the 
Choctaw  nation,  and  for  the  annual  gratuity  to 
■aid  nation,  allowed  under  previous  treaties,  for 
which  no  appronriation  has  heretofore  been  made, 
annuallv,  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  tne  annuity  to  Mushalatubbe,  provided  for 
in  the  treaty  concluded  with  tbe  Cboctaw  nation. 
October  eigbleenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  stipula- 
tion of  said  treaty  relative  to  light-horse,  annually, 
seven  hundred  and  fitiy  dollars. 

For  annuity  secured  to  the  Kaskaskias  tribe  by 


the  treaty  of  the  thirteenth  August,  one  thousand 
eigbt  hundred  and  three,  for  which  no  appr 
lion  haa  heretofore  been  made,  annually,  five 


ipprofffia- 


dred  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  stipulation  conmined 
in  tbe  treaty  concluded  at  Saganaw,  the  twenty- 
fourth  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nineteen,  relative  to  the  employment  of  a  black- 
smith, and  persona  to  aid  in  agiicullnre,  &c,  and 
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tor  which  oo  appropriation  bw  herf  tofore  been  ! 
made,  the  aoDual  sum  of  two  dMusud  dollara. 
ApproTed,  May  7, 1828. 


Ad  Act  to  lulhoriu  and  ampower  tha  Corpoiatian  of. 
Um  Citj  or  WuhiDgtoD,  in  tha  Diitiict  of  Colnm- 
bi>,  to  drain  th«  low  groaoda  an  aod  nrar  tha  public 
reaarvBtioiii,  and  to  inproTa  and  omunent  caruin 
paria  of  aiid  reMTTition. 

Be  it  eaacUd,  ^,  That  it  shaEl  be  lawfol  for  the  '. 
Majror,  Aidermen,  and  CommoD  Council,  of  the 
City  of  WaatiineEon,  uoder  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Blatea,  and  the  aaid  Cor- 
poratioQ  is  hereby  authorized,  when  they  shall 
deem  it  necessary,  to  cootnct  with  the  Washing- 
ton Canal  Company,  and  obtain  their  consent  to 
ciiaoge  the  present  locaitDU  of  such  parts  of  the 
canal,  passiog  ihroush  ihe  said  city,  as  Ties  between 
Second  and  Seventh  streets  west,  into  sach  other 
course  OS  shall  most  effectually,  in  their  opinion, 
drain  and  dry  the  low  grounds  lying  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Tiber  creek. 

Sec.  2.  Arid  be  it  further  tnaOtd,  That  to  efiecl 
the  object  aforesaid,  and  to  fill  up  tne  low  grounds 
on  the  borders  of  the  said  canal,  la  sach  manaer  as 
they  may  provide  by  law,  the  said  Corporation  is 
hereby  authorized  and  empowered,  after  having 
extended  the  public  reservalion,  desigoated  on  the 
plan  of  the  said  city  as  number  ten,  so  that  the 
whole  south  side  thereof  shall  bind  on  the  line  of 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  after  having  caused  to 
be  divided  the  said  public  reservation  numbered 
ten,  except  such  part  thereof  as  has  already  been 
sold  J  ana,  also,  the  public  reservations  numbered 
eleven  and  twelve,  into  building  lots,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  the  right  of  the  United  Slates  of.  in, 
and  to,  the  said  lots,  or  any  number  thereof  laid 
off  as  aforesaid,  at  public  sale,  on  such  cooditioni 
of  improvement,  and'on  such  terms,  as  the  raid 
Corpoiation  shall  prescribe ;  and  the  said  Corpo- 
ration is  further  authorized  and  empowered,  for 
the  puTjMses  specified  in  this  act,  to  cause  to  be 
laid  oQ,  in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the 
^  United  States  may  approve  of,  two  square^  south 
of  Pennsylvania  avenue,  between  Third  and  Sixth 
streets  west,  to  front  on  the  line  of  said  avenue, 
from  the  junction  of  said  Sixth  street  west  and 
the  said  avenue  to  the  junction  of  Third  street 
went  with  said  avenue ;  and,  also,  to  lay  off,  north 
of  Maryland  avenue,  two  uniform  and  correspond- 
ent squares,  and  the  said  four  squares,  when  so 
laid  off,  to  divide  into  building  lots,  and  to  sell 
and  dispose  of  the  right  of  the  United  States  of, 
m,  and  to,  such  building  lots,  or  any  number 
thereof,  at  public  sale,  on  such  conditions  of  im- 
provetnenl,  and  on  such  terms,  a*  the  said  Corpo- 
ration shall  preacribe;  butno  change  shall  be  made 
in  the  direction  of  the  said  canal,  unless  the  con- 
sent, in  writing,  of  the  President  and  Directors  of 
the  Washington  Canal  Company  be  fii«t  had  and 
obtained;  and  the  change  that  shall  be  made,  in 
jmrsuance  of  any  coniracl  that  may  be  entered 
into  under  this  act,  shall  be  made  by  the  said 
company,  out  of  the  moneys  to  be  paid  to  the  said 
company,  by  the  said  Corporation,  and  the  raid 


company  shall,  daring  the  lime  the  proporad  ■!»- 
ation  is  in  prtwresa.l^  entitled  to  reeaTetbewtra 
rates  of  wbarfige  that  ate  secured  to  tfaem  by  aay 
former  act  or  acts,  bnt  no  landing  shKll  be  pa- 


payroent  of  the  purchase  money,  and  apim  c 
pliance  with  the  conditions  of  improvemcat  by 
the  purchaser  or  pnrcbaaera,  or  his  or  tbeir  hetti 
or  assigns,  the  mayor  of  the  raid  city,  for  the  time 
being,  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to 
execute  a  deed  or  deeds  in  fee  to  such  parehaas 
or  purchasers,  his  or  their  heirs  or  araigiu,  luda 
his  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Corpoiatioa; 
which  deed  or  deeds  shall  be  recorded  amcMig  the 
land  records  of  the  county  of  WasbingtoB,  within 
the  time  prescribed  for  the  recording  of  conver- 
aaia  of  real  estates. 

Sec.  4.  Aitd  be  it  further  tmadii,  Tfaat  if,  after 
the  aforenid  objects  shall  be  cfiectcd,  a  baianee 
shall  remain  unexpended  in  the  bands  of  tbe  raid 
Corporation,  from  the  proeeeda  of  tbe  sale  of  the 
raid  lots,  the  said  Corgioration  ■*  anthmsed  and 
empowered  to  appropriate  and  apply,  from  time  lo 
time,  as  tbe  rame  may  be  colleoed,  the  whole  at 
any  part  of  snch  balance  to  enclosing,  plan  ring,  or 
otherwise  improring  the  public  leaerratioit  Be- 
tween the  Capitul  ^oare  and  Sixth  slnet  msL 
and  building  one  or  nwte  faridgra  over  that  pan  ttf 
the  canal  lymg  in  or  between  Secmid  Bad  Sixth 
streets  west;  but  the  raid  Corporatioa  is  hcKb; 
expressly  prohibited  from  imderlakiog  any  of  the 
improvements,  contemplated  by  this«eetM»,aBlcH 
the  raid  improTemeois  shall  be  effected  oat  of  ibc 
funds  created  hf  this  act,  or  out  of  the  cofpenlt 
funds  of  the  said  Corpoiation;  and  Ihe  Ceipom- 
tion  of  the  raid  city  shall  have  the  eonlral  and 


Botanic  Garden  and  Sixth  street  weat,  with  the 
view  to  the  improvement  and  preservatioa  of  the 
rame  until  Congress  shall  otherwise  dirccL 

Sec.  5.  And  be  H  fartluf  enaeted,  That  the  resi- 
due of  the  fund,  created  by  the  siJJe  of  lots  attdaor- 
ized  by  this  act,afler  effectitig  the  objects  euatea- 
plated  by  the  foregoing  section^  shall,  from  time 
to  lime,  as  the  rame  may  be  eolleeled,  be  paid  b* 
the  Mayor  of  Washington  into  tbe  Treuary  tf 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  Aitd  be  it  fiirtker  tmadid,  That  it  sWI 
be  lawful  for  the  legal  repraentatJTC  of  any  faRBB 
proprietor  of  the  land  directed  to  be  diapowd  el 
by  this  act,  or  persons  lawfully  rlaiming  title  oa- 
der  them,  and  they  are  hereby  pcnaitted  and  as- 
\,  at  any  time  within  one  eear  from  the 
of  this  act,  to  institute  a  bill  ii 


them 


let,  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  b 
e  of  a  petition  of  right  aoainat  the  Vaitei 
Slates,  in  tbe  circuit  cotirt  of  the  United  8mm 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  which  they  may 
set  forth  the  grounds  of  their  claim  to  tite  land  s 
question. 

Sec.  7.  And  U  Ufiirther  emaded.  That  a  eapiti 
said  bill  shall  be  served  on  the  AtUwncy  Oaoal 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  itakall  be  hu  doty  a 
prepare  and  pat  in  the  prtqwr  pleas  aad  aaawoi- 
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and  mike  all  proper  defeace  thneio  in  behalf  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  it  it  funhtr  aiacteii,  That  the  said 
BOit  Khali  be  conducted  accnrding  to  the  rules  of 
a  court  of  equity,  aad  the  said  court  shaH  have 
fuH  power  and  authority  to  hear  and  determine 
upon  the  claim  of  the  plaintiff  or  plaiatiffi,  and 
what  proportion,  if  any,  of  the  money  ariainz  from 
the  sale  of  the  land  hereby  directed  to  be  sold,  the 
parties  may  be  entitled  to. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  theplain- 
tiff  or  plaintiffs,  or  the  Attorney  Oeneral  uf  the 
United  Slates,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slates,  whose  de- 
cision shall  be  conclusife  between  the  parties; 
and  should  no  appeal  be  taken,  the  judgment  or 
decree  of  the  said  circuit  court  shall,  in  like  man- 
ner, be  Snal  and  conclusive. 

Approved,  May  7, 1822. 

An  Act  farther  to  Mlabluh  tha  eompanutioii  of  olB- 
ceraof  the  CDiloma,  and  to  altar  cartain  eollaotian 
diatncta,  and  for  Mbar  pDrpoaaa. 
Be  it  maeled,  fe.,  That  the  collection  district 
of  While  Mountains  shall  be,  and  hereby  it,  an- 
nexed to  the  district  of  Portsmoath,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire; the  district  of  Mem phrym agog,  to  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont;  the  district  of  Hudsoo,  to  the 
district  of  New  York;  and  CRch  of  the  districts  so 
annexed  is  herehy  abolished,  and  made  and  con- 
stituted A  part  of  the  divtrict  to  which  il  is  an- 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  fnrther  tnaOed,  That  the  col- 
lection district  of  Chester,  with  the  district  of 
Havre  de  Grace,  be,  and  hereby  is,  annexed  to  the 
district  of  Baltimore;  the  district  of  Nottingbam, 
to  the  district  of  Annapolis ;  the  districts  of  Dum- 
fries and  Yeoeomico,  to  the  district  of  Tappahan- 
nock ;  the  districts  of  Hampton,  in  Virginia,  and 
South  Quay,  to  the  district  of  Norfolk  and  Poris- 
■noutb;  and  each  of  the  districts  so  annexed  is 
hereby  abolished,  and  made  and  consiiinted  a 
part  of  the  district  to  which  it  is  annexed,  and 
established  a  port  of  delivery,  with  the  privileges 
appertaining  to  such  ports. 

Sec.  3.  AiidU  ti f^a^Oier  enacted,  That  the  offices 
of  surveyor  in  Augnaia,  Thoma.'>town,  Watdoboro', 
St.  Oeorze,  Bristol,  Nobleboro',  and  Bangor,  in 
Maine;  Baston,GreatMills,  St.  Inigoes,  in  Mary- 
land ;  Winton  Tombstone,  Skewarly,  Nijonlon, 
ladianlown,  New  Biggin  Creek,  and  Pasquotank, 
ia  North  Carolina  :  Pittsburg,  Marietta,  Cincin- 
nati, Massac,Charlestown,  in  Virginia,  and  Lime- 
atone,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  abolished. 

Sec.  4,  And  he  it  J\irth*T  tiKUfei,  That  the  ports 
of  delirery  of  Augusta,  in  Maine,  Winton,  Tomb- 
stone, Skewarky,  Nixonton,  Indiantown,  New 
Bigrgin  Creek,  and  Pasquotank^  in  North  Carolina, 
be,  and  the  name  are  hereby,  discontinued  as  ports 
of  delivery. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaOed,  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates  be,  end  he  ia  hereby, 
aathorized,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  appoint  a  surveyor  to  each  of  the  ports 
yf  delirery  evtablished  by  this  act ;  and,  auo,  a 
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Eorreyor  for  the  port  of  Eaatitart,  in  the  dbtriet 
of  Passamaquoddy ;  and  each  surreyor,  so  ap- 
pointed, shall  have  the  same  powers,  and  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  duties,  as  other  surveyors  of  the 

Sec  6.  Afid  be  it  fierthtr  twutxl,  That  the  sal- 
aries hei^tofore  allowed  by  law  to  the  several  col- 
lectors of  the  cQsioms  for  the  districts  of  While 
Mountains,  Memphrymagog,  Barnstable,  Nan- 
tucket, Marblehead,  and  New  Bedford,  shall  cease 
and  bediaconiinued. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  farlhtr  tnaeted,  That,  in  lieo 
of  the  commissions  allowed  by  law  to  the  several 
officers  hereafter  mentioned,  there  shall  be  allow- 
ed the  following,  to  wit :  To  each  of  the  collec- 
tors forthedisirtctsofSaco,  Cape  Vincent,  George- 
town, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  Ncwbern,  and 
St.  Mary's,  in  Geor^a,  three  per  cent.;  to  each 
collector  for  the  districts  of  Kennebunk,  Newport, 
and  New  London,  two  and  a  half  per  cent.;  to 
each  collector  for  the  districts  of  Bath,  Bristol, 
New  Haveo,  and  Alexandria.iwopercent.;  to  the 
colleciof  for  the  district  of  Porismouth,  one  and 
three-fourths  per  cent;  to  each  collector  for  the 
districts  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Petersburg. 
and  Richmond,  one  and  three-fourths  percent.;  and 
to  the  collector  for  the  disirici  of  Mississippi,  one 
per  cent.;  to  the  collector  for  the  district  of  Bos- 
ton, one-fifth  of  one  per  cent.;  and  to  the  collector 
for  the  district  of  New  York,  one-siith  of  one  per 
cent,  on  all  moneys  by  them  respectively  received 
on  account  of  tbe  duties  arising  from  goods. 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unitea 
Slates,  and  on  the  tonnage  of  vessels. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  farther  tnacted.  That,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  eraotuments  of  the  several  officers 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  in  lieu  of  the  salaries 
now  established  bylaw,  there  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  the  following  salaries,  to  wit:  To  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Wilmington,  in  Dela- 
ware, five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  collector  of  the 
district  of  Sag  Harbor,  four  hundred  dollars ;  to 
each  of  the  collectors  for  the  district):  of  Saco, 
Bdganown,  Fairfield,  Cape  Vincent,  Sacketc's 
Harbor,  Cbamplain,  Osw^tchie,  Oswego,  Ox- 
ford, Tappahannoek,  Beaufort,  in  North  Carolina. 
Edenion,  Georgetown  in  Soulh  Carolina,  and 
Beaufort,  in  South  Carolina,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars ;  to  each  of  the  collectors  for  tbe  dis- 
tricts of  Wiscassei,  Oswego,  Plymouth,  in  North 

Carolina,  two  hundred  dollars;   to  the  surv 

at  Easlport,  for  the  district  of  Passamaquc 
five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  surveyors  at  Pi. 
Kingston,  for  the  district  of  Newport,  and  to 
each  of  the  surveyors  at  New  London,  and  it 
Hartford  and  Middletown,  for  the  district  of 
Middletown  and  Hampton,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars ;  to  each  of  the  surveyors  of  the  ports  for 
the  districts  of  St.  Mary's,  in  Maryland,  East 
River,  South  Quay,  Petersburg,  Edenion,  Paw- 
luxet,  and  Camden,  two  hundred  dollars;  and  to 
each  of  the  surveyors  of  the  ports  of  Chester, 
Havre  de  Grace,  Nottingham,  Dumfries,  and  Yeo- 
eomico, one  hundred  nod  fifty  dollars;  to  the  na- 
val officers  for  the  districts  of  Providence  and 
Newport,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each. 


e  surveyor 
maquoddy, 
s  at  Nortb 
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Public  AcU  of  CoBffTtu. 


1.  9.  Ajtdbt  it  further  auuted.  Thai,  whenerw 

molumeQU  of  any  collecior  of  ibe  ciutoois 

of  eitber  of  tbe  ports  of  Boston,  New  York,  Phil- 


the  emolumeota  c 


adelpbia.  Baltimore,  Charleston,  SavanDab. 
New  Orleans,  shall  exceed  four  ibousand  dolli  , 
or  the  emolumeDU  of  any  naval  officer  of  either 
of  the  Baid  ports  shall  exceed  three  thousaod  dol- 
lars, or  tbe  emoluments  of  any  EUr»eyor  of  either 
of  said  ports  shall  exceed  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  any  one  year,  after  deducting  tbe 
necessary  expenses  incident  to  bis  office  ia  the 
tame  year,  the  excess  shall,  in  every  such  case,  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Sbc.  10.  And  btUfUriiir  maettd.  That,  when- 
ever the  emoluments  of  any  other  collector  of  the 
cusioms  shall  exceed  three  thouMnd  dollars,  or 
the  emoluments  of  any  other  naval  officer  shall 
exceed  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  or  the 
emoluments  of  any  other  surreyor  shall  exceed 
two  thoasaud  dollars,  in  any  one  year,  after  de- 
ducting therefrom  the  necessary  expenses  incident 
to  his  office  in  the  same  year,  the  excess  shall,  in 
every  such  case,  be  paid  into  the  Treasury,  for  the 
use  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  pre- 
ceding provisions  shall  not  extend  to  fines,  pes- 
allies,  or  forfeitures,  or  the  distribution  thereof. 

Ssc.  12.  Aitd  be  it  furtker  enadtd.  That  every 
collector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  shall  ac- 
count to  the  Treasury  for  all  his  emoluments,  and, 
also,  for  all  the  expenses  incident  to  his  office  ; 
that  such  accounts,  as  welt  of  expenses  as  ol 
emoluments.  <ihBll  be  rendered  on  oatn  or  affirma- 
tion, at  such  limes,  and  in  such  forms,  and  shell 
be  supported  by  such  proofs,  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  all  such 
aocounts  shall  be  settled  at  the  Treasury  like  other 
public  accounts. 

S£0.  13.  A'od  be  it  fiiiHur  eaaded,  That  every 
ccdlector,  naval  officer,  and  surveyor,  shall  together 
with  his  accounts  of  expenses  incident  to  his  of- 
fice, render  a  list  of  the  clerks  emi 

stating  the  rate  of  compensation  al 
and  the  duties  which  they  severally  perform  ;  and, 
also,  an  account  of  the  sums  paid  loi  stationery, 
official  or  contingent  expenses,  fuel,  and  office 
rent,  stating  the  purposes  for  which  the  premises 
rented  are  applied. 

Sec.  14.  And  bt  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  the 
ports  of  Boston,  New  York.  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, Charleston,  Savannah,  and  New  Orleans, 
EM  person  shall  be  an  inspector  who,  at  the  lame 
time,  holds  any  other  office  in  tbe  colli 
the  customs  in  either  of  the  said  ports. 

Sec.  15.  And  he  it  further  enacttd,  Tbatthe  Sec- 
retary of  tbe  Treasury  may,  from  time  to  time, 
limit  and  fix  theDuml>er  and  compensations  of  tbe 
clerks  to  be  employed  by  any  collector,  navi 
cer,  or  surveyor,  and  may  limit  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  any  deputy  of  any  such  collector, 
naval  officer,  or  surveyor:  Provided:  That  no 
such  deputy,  in  auy  of  tbe  districts  of  Boston  and 
Charlesiown,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
Charleston,  Savannah,  or  New  Orleans,  shall  re- 
ceive more  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 


lars, nor  any  otbei  such  deputy  more  tbftn  one 
thousand  dollars,  in  any  oneyear,  for  aoy  serriee^ 
he  may  perform  for  tbe  United  Slates,  ta  any  of- 
fice or  capacity. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  fitTlher  tnacted,  Thvi  no  ac- 
count for  the  compensation  for  services  of  any 
clerkj  or  other  person  employed  in  any  daties  in 
relation  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  shall  bt 
allowed,  until  such  cUrk  or  other  person  &hall 
have  certified,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  thai  ibe 
same  services  have  been  performed,  that  be  ba^ 
eceived  the  full  sum  therein  charged,  to  his  own 
jse  and  benefit,  and  that  he  has  not  paid,  de- 
posited, or  assigned,  nor  contracted  to  pay,  de- 
lixn,  any  part  of  such  eampensation 
Dfany  other  person,  nor  in  «ny  way, 
directly  or  indirectly,  paid  or  given,  nor  coatiaeted 
-  -  -  give,  any  reward  or  compensation  for 
Moyment,  or    the  emolmnentii 


'   employment,  i 


17.  Arid  be  it  further  tsacled.  That  if  toy 
person  employed  in  any  duties  in  relatioo  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  shall  aecept  or  Rcnvt 
any  fee,  reward,  or  compenaatioB,  other  than  that 
allowed  by  taw^  for  any  service  he  may  perform 
for  any  person,  m  making  any  entry  or  clearaiKe, 
or  preparing  any  papers  to  be  used  or  kept  in  the 
custom-house,  sucn  person  shall  be  remored  from 
office,  and  shaU,  moreover,  on  conrictiea  thereof, 
pay  a  fine,  not  exceeding  five  bnndred  doUara. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  fmther  euaeted.  That  no  col- 
lector, surveyor,  or  naval  officM,  shall  erer  receive 
more  than  four  hundred  dollars  ananally,  exclit- 
sive  of  his  compensation  as  collector,  Barrerix,  oi 
naval  officer,  and  the  fines  and  forfeitures  allowed 
by  law,  for  any  services  he  may  perform  for  the 
United  tStatea  in  any  other  office  or  capacity. 

Seo.  19.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
salary  of  the  collector  of  Cape  Vinceat  shall  tan- 
mence  from  the  time  of  his  appointment. 

Bec.  30.  And  be  U  fmlAtr  eaad^  That  tbn 
act  shall  be  in  force  from  aad  after  the  Uiirtietk 
day  of  June  nexL 

Approved,  May  7, 1S23. 


An  Ael  vnting  in  ths  Commission  an  oftha  conniiM 
of  Wood  aod  Sandusky  the  right  to  cflrt>in  lou  in 
tbs  tintDi  of  Pctry ■burgh  and  Uroghaoavills,  io  tlu 
fllit<  of  Ohio,  for  conntj  purpocaa. 
Be  it  eJtaeted,  f  c,  Tbnt  the  right  to  all  the  un- 
sold town  lots  and  out  lots  in  tbe  town  of  Perrys- 
burgh,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  vested  in  the 
commissioners  of  Wood  county,  in  the  Slate  of 
Ohio  ;  and  ihe  right  to  all  the  unsold  town  lota 
and  out  lots  in  the  town  of  Crogbansville,  l>e,aBd 
the  same  is  hereby,  vested  in  the  camniiiaioners 
of  Sandusky  county,  in  said  State,  on  condition 
that  said  commissioners  shall  permanently  locate 
the  seat  of  justice  for  their  respective  counties  at 
said  towns ;  and  that  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  so  many  of  said  lots  as  are  necessary  to  be  re- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  erecting  public  baildio^ 
thereon  be  applied  to  the  erection  and  improve- 
ment of  the  public  buildings  and  squares  in  said 
towns,  respectively — Approved,  May  7,  l^S. 
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An  Act  ■DthoriiiDg  thspajmenlof  ceHain  ccrtificatcB. 

Be  U  eaaded,  ^.,  That  so  much  of  aa  act,  en- 
titled "Ad  act  makio^  fucthei  provision  for  the 
support  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption 
of  Ine  public  debt,"  passed  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-fivei  aod 
so  much  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  respecting 
loan  offices  and  final  settlement  certificates,  in- 
dents of  interest,  and  the  unfunded  and  registered 
debt,  credited  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury," 
passed  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
seTen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  as  bars  from  set- 
tlement or  allowance  certificates,  commonly  called 
loan  office  and  final  settlement  ceitificsles,  and 
indents  of  interest,  be,  and  tbe  same  is  hereby,  sus- 
pended for  the  term  of  two  years  from  aod  afler 
the  passing  of  this  act,  and  from  thence  until  the 
eod  of  the  next  session  of  Congress;  a  notiQcarion 
of  which  temporary  suspension  of  tlie  act  of  limita- 
tion shall  be  published  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  the  iniormation  of  the  holders  of  tbe 
said  certificates,  in  one  or  more  of  the  public  pa- 
pers in  each  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  ewuied,  That  all  certi- 
ficates, commoaly  called  loan  office  certificates, 
countersigned  by  the  loan  officers  of  the  States, 
re^Kctively,  final  settlement  eeriificales,  and  in- 
dents of  interest,  which,  at  the  time  of  passing  this 
act,  shall  be  outstanding,  may  be  presented  at  the 
Treasury,  and.  upon  the  same  being  liquidated  and 
adjusted,  shall  be  paid  to  the  respective  holders  of 
the  same,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  ner  annum, 
from  the  date  of  the  last  payment  of  interest,  as 
endorsed  on  said  cetlificales. 

Sec,  3.  And  bt  itfUrUier  enaeUd,  That,  for  carry- 

!Qecl,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand 

ipropriated,  out  of  aoy  moneys  in  the 

the  United  Stales  not  otherwise  ap- 

proprialed. 

ApproTed,  May  7, 1822. 


ins  this  act  into 
doXlars  be  appro; 
Treaanry  of  the  United  Stales 


thorities,  reported  to  the  Commissioner  oT  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  by  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
the  land  offices  at  St.  Helena  Courthouse,  and  at 
Jackson  Coo  rl  ho  use,  in  the  districts  east  and  west 
of  Pearl  river,  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  adjusting  the  claims 
to  land,  and  establishing  land  offices  in  the  dis- 
tricts east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans,"  which 
are  cooleined  in  the  several  reports  of  the  regis- 
ters and  receivers,  and  which  are,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  registers  and  receivers,  valid,  agreeably  to 
the  laws,  usazes  and  customs,  of  the  said  Govern- 
ments, be,  an3  the  same  are  hereby,  recognised  as 
valid  and  complete  titles,  against  any  claim  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  or  right  derived  from 
tbe  United  Slates. 

Sec.  S.  And  be  U  fttrOter  tnacled,  That  all  the 
clftims  reported  as  aforesaid,  and, contained  in  the 
several  reports  of  the  said  registers  and  receivers, 


founded  on  orders  of  survey,  requette^.  permission. 
to  settle,  or  other  written  evidences  of  claims  de- 
rived from  the  Spanish  aatborities,  which  ought, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  registers  and  receivers,  to  be 
confirmed,  shall  be  confirmed,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  title  bad  been  completed:  Provided,  That 
the  confirmation  of  all  the  said  claims  provided 
for  by  this  act  shall  amount  only  to  a  relinquish- 
ment forever,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  of 
ly  claim  whatever  to  the  tract  of  land  so  coa- 
med  or  granted. 

Seo.  3.  AndbeitficrlAermacledj  That  every  per- 
n,  or  his  or  her  legal  representative,  whose  claim 
comprised  in  the  lists  or  registers  of  claims  re- 
ported Dv  the  registers  and  receivers,  and  tbe  per- 
sons embraced  in  the  list  of  actual  settlers,  or  their 
legal  represen  tali  res,  not  having  anv  wriiien  evi- 
dence of  claim  reported  as  aforesaia,  shall,  when 
it  appears  by  the  said  reports,  or  by  the  said  lists, 
that  the  laod  claimed  or  settled  on  had  been  ac- 
tually inhabited  or  cultiTated  by  such  person  or 
persons  in  whose  right  he  claims,  on  or  before  tbe 
ufleenih  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirteen,  be  entitled  to  a  grant  for  the  lend  so 
claimed  or  settled  on  as  a  donation :  Promded, 
That  not  more  than  one  tract  shall  be  thus  granted 
to  any  one  person,  and  the  same  shall  not  contain 
more  than  six  hundred  and  forty  acres ;  and  that 
no  lands  shall  be  thus  granted  which  are  claimed 
or  recognised  by  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act, 
or  by  virtue  of  a  confirmation  under  an  act,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  adiusiing  the  claims  to  land,  and 
establishins  land  offices  in  tbe  districts  east  of  the 
island  of  New  Orleans,"  approved  on  the  third 
day  of  Mardi,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen: 
And  provided,  alto,  That  no  claim  shall  be  con- 
firmed where  tbe  quantity  was  not  ascertained, 
and  report  made  ihereoD  oy  the  registers  aod  re- 
ceivers, prior  to  tbe  twenty-fifth  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty. 

Sec.  i.  A«d  bt  if  fmllier  enaeitd.  That  the  re- 
gisters and  receivers  of  the  public  moneys  of  tbe 
said  respective  districts,  except  in  relation  to  per- 
fect titles,  as  recognisea  in  the  first  sectkm  of  this 
act,  and  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  third 
day  of  Maroh,  eighteen  hundred  and  nioeteeti, 
shall  have  power  to  direct  the  manner  in  which 
all  lands  claimed  in  virtue  of  the  preceding  oec- 
lioDs  shall  be  located  and  surveyed  ;  and,  aMo,  to 
direct  the  location  and  manner  of  surveyioa  all 
the  claims  to  land  recognised  by  the  second,  tbird, 
and  fourth  sections  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  for 
adjusting  the  claims  to  laud,  and  establishiiu  laad 
offices,  in  the  districts  east  of  the  island  of  New 
Orleans,"  approved  on  the  third  day  of  March, 
one  thousand^eight  hundred  and  nineteen,  having 
regard  to  the  hiws,  usages,  and  customs,  of  tbe 
Spanish  Qovernment  on  that  subject ;  and  hav- 
ing regard,  also,  to  the  mode  adopted  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  in  surveying  the 
claims  to  laod  confirmed  by  virtue  of  tbe  second 
and  third  sections  of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled 
"An  act  regulating  the  grants  of  lands,  and  pro- 
viding for  tbe  disposal  oT  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,"  e»- 
proT^  on  the  third  of  March,  iHie  thousand  eignt 


Digitized  byGOOgIC 


APPENDIX. 


Public  jleu  of  OmgrtM. 


hnodred  and  three.  And  that,  in  rel&tion  to  all 
Mich  claims  which  may  coofiiet,  or  in  any  man- 
ner interfere,  the  said  registers  and  receivers  of 
public  moneys  of  the  respecliTe  districts  shall 
have  power  to  decide  between  the  parties,  and 
shall,  m  their  decision,  be  governed  by  toch  con- 
ditioaal  lines  or  bouodanes  as  may  have  been 
agreed  on  between  the  parties,  either  vetbally  or 
in  writiof;,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  passase  of 
this  a^t.  Bnt,  upon  the  deciiijon  of  ihoae  cfaims 
altaded  to,  which  may  conflict  or  interfere,  and  in 


manner  of  locating  the  same,  the  said  registers 
and  receivers  of  (he  respective  districts  shall  make 
an  equal  division  of  ine  land  claimed,  so  as  lo 
allow  each  patty  his  or  their  improvements :  ¥n^ 
vided,  hovevtr,  That,  should  it  be  made  appear,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and  receiver  ot 
public  moneys  of  the  respective  districts,  in  any 
meh  case,  that  the  snbseqnent  settler  had  obtru- 
ded on  the  claim  of  the  former,  and  had  made  bis 
establishment  after  having  been  forbid  so  to  do, 
the  said  registers  and  receivers  of  public  moneys 
tfaall  have  power  to  decide  between  the  parties. 
accordin{^  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
the  principles  of  justice. 

6ec.  5.  Avd  he  U  fuHhtr  macud.  That  patents 
shall  be  granted  for  alt  lands  confirmed  by  virtue 
of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  the  same  manner 
MS  patents  are  granted  for  lands  confirmed  under 
former  acts,  to  which  this  is  a  sopplement. 

Sec,  6.  And  U  tipfOur  maOed,  That  to  every 
person  who  shall  appear  to  be  entitled  to  a  tract 
of  land,  under  the  second  and  third  sections  of 
this  act,  a  certificate  shall  be  granted  by  the  regis- 
ter and  receiver  of  the  district  in  which  the  land 
lies,  setting  forth  the  nature  of  the  claim,  and  the 
quantity  allowed ;  for  which  certificate  the  party 
in  whose  favor  it  issues  shall  be  paid  one  dollar, 
to  be  divided  between  the  said  — ' '  " 


Sec.  7.  And  be  Ufarihtr  enatted,  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Stales  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  remove  the  land  office  from  St. 
Helena  Coutlhonse  to  such  other  [ilace  within  the 
said  districts  as  he  may  deem  suitable  and  con- 
Approved,  May  8,  1822, 


An  Act  confirming  claims  to  toti  in  the  totrn  of  Ma- 
bile,  and  lo  Und  in  the  (brmer  province  of  West 
Florid*,  which  ctiims  ha*e  been  reported  favonbly 
on  b;  the  CemniiMioners  ippointed  b<r  the  United 
Staler 

Be  U  tnadtd,^.,  That  all  the  claims  lo  lots  in 
the  town  of  Mobile,  founded  on  complete  fFranls 
derived  from  either  the  French,  British,  or  Span- 
ish authorities,  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  by  the  commissioaer  for  the  district  east 
of  Pearl  river,  appointed  under  the  authority  of 
"An  acl  for  ascertaining  (he  titles  and  claims  I 
land  in  that  part  of  Louisiana  which  lies  eas(  ( 
the  island  of  New  Orleans,"  or  which  were  s 
reported  by  the  register  aou  receiver,  acting  i 


under  the  act  of  the  ifatrd  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nineteen, 
entitled  "An  act  for  adjusting  claims  to  laod,  and 
establishing  land  offices,  in  the  districts  east  of 
(he  island  of  New  Orleans,"  which  are  coniaiDed 
in  the  reports  of  the  commissioner,  or  of  the  le- 
giiter  and  receiver,  acting  as  commissioners,  and 
which  are,  in  their  opinion,  valid,  agreeably  to 
the  laws,  usages,  and  customs,  of  the  aid  Gov- 
ernments, be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  recognised 
as  valid. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furlhtr  enadrf,  That  all  the 
claims  to  lots  in  the  town  aforesaid,  reported  as 
aforesaid,  and  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  com- 
missioner, or  of  the  register  and  receiver,  acting  as 
commissioners,  founded  on  orders  of  survey,  reqnei- 
(es,  permissions  to  settle,  or  other  wiitteD  eviden- 
ces of  claims^  derived  from  either  the  Freoch,  Bri(' 
ish,  or  Spanish  authorities,  and  bearing  date  prior 
to  the  twentieth  of  December,  one  thousand  eigfat 
hundred  and  three,  and  which  ought,  in  the  oiud- 
ion  of  the  commis!>ioner,  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be 
confirmed,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  title  had 
been  completed. 

Sec.  3.  Jad  be  U  further  eaadad.  That  all  the 
claims  to  lots  in  the  town  aforesaid,  reported  as 
aforesaid,  and  contained  in  tbe  report*  of  tke  com- 
missioner, or  of  the  register  and  receiver,  acting  as 
commission ets,  founded  on  private  coaveyaaces 
which  have  passed  (hrough  (he  office  of  titc  coot- 
mandaat,  or  other  evidence,  but  founded,  as  the 
claimants  allege,  on  grants  toM  by  time  and  acci- 
dent, and  which  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mis«ioner,  to  be  confirmed,  Uiali  be  coo&nDed,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  titles  were  in  existeecc: 
Promdtd,  That,  in  all  such  claims,  wbeie  the  qaaa- 
tity  claimed  is  not  ascertained,  do  one  claim  diall 
be  confirmed  for  a  quami(y  exceeding  seven  iboa- 
sand  two  hundred  square  feet. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  Ufmiher  etiaeted.  Thai,  lot  all 
the  other  claims  to  lots  in  the  town  aibreaid,  ic- 
ported  as  aforesaid,  which  are  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  the  register  and  receiver,  and  which,  by  the 
said  report,  appear  to  have  been  built  upon,  or  im- 
proved and  occupied,  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tbirteeo, 
the  claimants  sfaaU  be  entitled  to  eranis  therefor 
as  donations :  Fnmided,  That,  in  all  such  datms 
where  (he  quantity  claimed  is  not  a£cer(a>ned,  no 
one  claim  shall  be  confirmed  Ibr  a  quantity  eicced- 
ing  seven  thousand  two  hundred  square  feet:  Ami 
prvnded  aUOf  That  all  the  confirmations  and  grants 
provided  to  be  made  by  this  act,  shall  amount  only 
to  a  relinquishment  forever,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  of  all  right  and  title  whatever,  to  the 
iols  of  land  so  confirmed  or  granted. 

Sec.  5.  Aiid  he  it  further  enatUd,  That  the  ro- 
isters and  receivers  of  (be  land  offices  at  St.  Helou 
Courthouse,  and  at  Jackson.  Courthouse,  respect- 
ively, shall  have  the  same  powers  to  direct  the 
manner  in  which  all  lands  confirmed  by  thb  act 
shall  be  located  and  surveyed  ;  and,  also,  lo  decide 
between  the  parlies  in  all  conSicdng  and  interfer- 
ing claims,  as  are  given  by  (he  ac(,  entitled  "Aa 
act  supplementary  (o  the  several  acts  for  adjasling 
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the  claims  lo  land,  and  establishing  land  offices, 
the  disiricts  east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans." 
ApproTed,  May  7, 1332. 

An  Act  to  deiignats  thsbonndiriei  ofaLtrid  Diitrict, 

and  for  the  Mtabiiahineat  ot  a  Land  Office  in  the 

State  of  Indiana. 

Bt  U  maeUd,  ^e.,  Thai,  for  the  sale  of  the  unap- 
propriated public  lands  in  [he  State  of  Indiana,  lo 
which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguished,  the  follow- 
JDg  district  shall  be  formed,  and  a  land  office  es- 
tablished: All  the  public  UndSj  as  aforesaid,  to 
which  the  Indian  title  was  extmguished  by  the 
treaties  concluded  at  St.  Mary'a  in  the  month  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,  lying  east 
of  the  range  line,  separating  the  first  and  second 
ranges,  east  of  the  second  principal  meridian,  ex- 
tended north  to  the  present  Indian  houndaty,  and 
north  of  a  line  to  be  run  separating  the  tier*  oftown- 
ships  Dimibered  twenty  and  twenty-one,  commen- 
cing on  the  old  Indian  boundary,  in  range  thirteen 
east  of  the  said  principal  meridian,  in  Randolph 
county,  and  the  said  district  to  be  bounded  on  <ne 
east  by  the  line  diriding  the  States  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  sbalt  form  a  district,  for  which  a  land 
office  shall  be  established  at  Fort  Wayne. 

Sec.  2.  Aad  be  it  farther  Moeted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  adrice  and  consent  of  the  Senat&^for  the  afore- 
said diatricl,  a  roister  of  the  land  office,  and  a  re- 
ceirer  of  public  moneys;  which  appointments  shall 
not  be  made,  for  the  aforesaid  land  district,  until 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  public  lands  shall  have  been 
sarreyed  within  the  said  district,  as  to  authorize, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  a  pnblic  sale  of 
land  within  the  same;  which  roister  of  the  land 
office,  and  receiver  of  public  moneys,  when  ap- 
pointed, shall  each,  respectively,  give  security,  m 
the  same  sums,  and  in  the  same  manner,  and 
-whose  compensation,  emoluments,  and  duties,  and 
authority,  shall,  in  every  respect,  be  the  same  in 
respect  to  the  lands  which  sbatl  be  disposed  of  at 
their  offices,  as  are  or  may  be  provided  by  law  in 
relation  to  the  registers  and  receivers  of  public 
moDeys  in  the  several  land  offices  established  for 
the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
Slates,  m  the  Slates  of  Ohio  and  Indiana. 

Sec.  3.  And  U  itfurtJur  enaded.  That  all  the 
pnblic  lands,  within  the  aforesaid  district,  lo  which 
the  Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  and  which 
have  not  been  granted  to,  or  secured  for,  the  use 
of  any  individual,  or  individuals,  or  appropriated 
and  reserved  for  any  other  purpose,  by  any  exist- 
ing treaties,  ot  laws,  and  with  the  eicepiion  of 
section  numbered  sixteen,  in  each  township,  which 
shall  be  reserved  for  the  support  of  schools  therein, 
shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  at 
the  land  office  for  the  said  district,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  register  of  the  land  office,  and  re- 
ceiver of  public  moneys,  on  such  day,  or  days,  as 
shall,  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  be  designated  for  that  purpose:  the 
lands  shall  be  sold  in  tracts  of  the  same  size,  on 
the  same  terms  and  conditions,  and  in  every  other 
respect,  as  provided  by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 


making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the  poblic 
lands,"  approvA]  April  twenty-fourth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it/uHher  tnaded.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  nave  power,  and 
he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  remove,  whenever  he 
shall  judge  It  expedient  so  to  do,  the  land  office 
aforesaid,  to  such  suitable  place,  within  the  said 
district,  as  he  shall  judge  most  proper. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  itfuTlher  alacUd^  That  the  re- 
gister of  the  land  office,  and  receiver  of  public 
moneys,  shall  each  receive  five  dollars  for  each 
day's  attendance  in  superintending  the  pnblic 
sales  in  the  said  district. 

Approved,  May  8,  1833. 


An  Act  to  anthoriie  the  building  of  ligbthouaea,  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  other  pnrpoaea. 

Bi  U  enadtd,  ^c,  That,  as  soon  as  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  such  portions  of  land  at  Monhegan  island, 
on  the  coast  of  Maine ;  at  Billingsgate  island,  in 
BarnsUble  bay  ;  atCutter  Hunk  island,  near  New 
Bedford,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  at  Sto- 
nington  point,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut ;  at  Old 
Fidd  point,  Long  Island,  in  the  Slate  of  New 
York;  at  Cape  May,  in  the  Siateof  New  Jersey; 
at  or  near  ihe  port  of  Ocracoke^  in  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  ;  at  Cape  Florida,  and  on  the 
Dry  Tortugas,  or  some  place  in  the  vicinity,  as 
the  President  of  the  United  Stales  shall  select,  for 
the  sites  of  lighthouses,  shall  be  ceded  to,  and  the 
properly  thereof  respectively  vested  in,  the  United 
States,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  provide,  by  contracts,  which  shall  be 
approved  by  the  President,  for  building  lisht- 
bouses,  respectively,  on  such  sites,  to  be  so  lighted 
as  lo  be  distinguishable  from  other  lighthouses 
near  the  same,  and  also  lo  agree  for  the  salaries, 
wages,  or  hire,  of  Ihe  persons  to  be  appointed  by 
ihe  President  for  the  superintendence  of  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  Arid  be  U  fuHher  enaded,  That  the  Sec-  . 
retary  of  the  Treasury  be^  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized, if  he  shall  deem  it  expedient,  lo  cause  to 
be  removed  the  floating  light,  placed  at  or  near 
the  said  port  of  Ocracoke,  and  to  have  the  same 
placed  at  the  narrows  in  the  Potomac  river. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  fitrOer  enacUd,  That  ihe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized to  provide  by  contract,  for  procuring  and 
placing  buoys  at  the  following  places,  lo  wit :  one 
at  Harbor  Island  bar,  one  on  Pine  Point  shoal, 
in  the  point  of  Marsh  shoals,  one  on  Swan, 
Island  sboat,  one  on  the  east  end  of  Brant  Island 
shoal,  one  on  the  Middle  Ground  shoal,  one  on  Ibe 
Bluff  shoal,  and  one  on  the  Long  shoal,  all  being 
ituated  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina ;  and  also 
for  three  buoys  for  the  bar  of  the  port  of  George- 
town, in  South  Carolina. 

Sec.  4.  AM  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  fol- 
lowing sums  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  eSect,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  wii;  For  building  the 
lighthouse  at  Monhegan  island,  three  thousand 
dollars ;  at  Billingsgate  island,  on  Barnstable  hay, 
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Soiot,  LoDg  hland,  two  ibousand  five  hundred 
ollars :  for  placing  b  lamp  on  the  ueM-house 
Fort  Niagara,  one  ibousand  dollars  ;  for  finishing 
the  pier  near  the  port  of  Eennebunk,  in  the  Stale 
of  Maine,  the  further  sum  of  four  tbouaand  dol- 
lars ;  for  completing  the  lighthouse  on  Throg'i 
Neek,  the  addittonalsum  of  fire  hundred  dollars; 
for  building  a  light  vessel,  and  placing  the  same 
on  or  near  the  outer  bar  of  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  fifWn  thousand  dollars ;  for  placing  thi 
buof  s  on  the  bar  near  the  port  of  Georgetown, 
South  Carolina,  three  hundred  doUara;  for  re- 
building and  completine  the  lighthouse  on  Frank's 
island,  ID  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  nine  thousand 
aeren  hundred  and  fifty  dollarsj  tor  building  the 
lighthouse  at  Stouington  Point,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars ;  for  building  the  lighthouse 
at  Cape  May,  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars , 
for  building  the  lighthouse  at  or  near  Ocracoke, 
the  sum  of  twenty  thoQsand  dollars;  for  building 
the  lighthouse  at  Cape  Florida,  eight  thousand 
dollars ;  and  for  building  a  lighthouse  on  the  Dry 
Tortugas,  or  on  some  place  in  the  vicinity,  eight 
thouKand  dollars;  and  for  procuring  and  placing 
the  buoys  on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  for 
reiBoving  tbe  floatine  light  at  or  near  the  pert  of 
Ocracoke,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  three  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  5.  JndiK  U  further  cTiaaid,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized to  proTide,  by  contract,  U>  be  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  building 
a  tea  wall,  or  pier,  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  between 
Cedar  island  and  Smutty-nose  island,  on  the  coast 
of  New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  conformably  (o 
the  report  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under 
the  fourth  section  of  the  act,  passed  the  third  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  the  building  of 
lighthouses  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  and  that  a  sum,  not  exceeding  eleven 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  tbe  purpose  aforesaid,  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwiss 
appropriated. 

Sec.  t>.  Jnd  beti/urther  enaettd,  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and  required 
to  cause  to  be  erected,  in  the  bay  of  Delaware,  at 
or  near  a  place  called  the  Shears,  near  Cape  Hen- 
lopen,  by  contract  or  contracti,  to  be  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  United  Slates,  two  piers, 
of  sufficient  dimensions  to  be  a  harbor  or  shelter 
for  vessels  from  tbe  ice,  if,  after  a  survey  made 
under  his  direction,  the  measure  shall  be  deemed 
expedient:  and  provided,  that  thejurisdiction  of 
the  site  where  such  piers  niay  be  directed  shall  be 
first  ceded  to  the  United  States,  according  to  the 
conditions  in  such  case  by  law  provicjed;  and 
that,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  same  into 
effect,  there  be  appropriated  ibe  sum  of  (went^- 
two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 


8EC.7.  Aadbeitfiaihereiuiatd,  That  the  light- 
house authorized  to  be  built  on  Cross  isUod.  in 
(he  State  of  Maine,  be  and  tbe  same  is  hereby 
directed  to  be  built  on  the  south  point  of  Lifaby 
island,  and  for  building  and  completiof  tbe  same, 
tbe  sum  of  five  hundred  doUan,  in  addition  u  tbe 
former  appropriation,  is  hereby  appropdated,  out 
of  any  money  in  toe  Treaniry,  not  otltnwiK 
appropriated. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  farther  enaettd,  That  ^e  fol- 
lowing sums  of  money  be  and  tbe  same  are  here- 
by appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Trea- 
sury, not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  follow- 
ing purposes,  to  wit :  Four  thousand  dollars  to 
enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  purchase 
the  patent  right  of  David  Melville  and  others  to 
a  new ly-in vented  lamp  for  lighting  lighthouses; 
and  a  sum  not  exceeding  four  thousand  twxi  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars  for  ploring  tbe  same  in 
lighthouses. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  U  Jhrther  enacted,  That,  for  mak- 
ing and  completing  a  survey  of  the  coast  of  Flor- 
ida, under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  a  sum  of  money  not  exceeding 
six  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  oinerwise  aj^ropriated,  for  carrying  the  same 
into  effect. 

Approved,  May  7,  1S22. 


nthe 

Bt  ii  enaOtd,  fe..  That  so  much  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States  as  lies  east  of  Uie  Mis- 
sissippi river,  north  of  tbe  line  separating  tbe  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  tiers  of  townships  north  of 
the  base  line,  and  west  of  the  third  pnacipal  me- 
ridian, in  the  Slate  of  Illinois,  shall  form  a  Uud 
district,  for  the  disposal  of  said  lands,  and  for  which 
purpose  a  land  omce  shall  be  established  at  such 
place  therein  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  designate,  until  the  same  shall  be  perma- 
nently fixed  by  law. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enodtrf,  That  there  shall 
be  a  rM;ister  and  receiver  appointed  to  the  said 
land  omce,  to  superintend  the  sales  of  ihepublic 
lands  in  the  said  district,  who  shall  reside  at  the 
place  where  the  said  office  shall  be  established  as 
aforesaid;  give  security  in  the  same  manner,  in 
the  same  sums;  and  wnose  compensatian,  emolu- 
ments, and  duties,  and  authorities  thall  in  everv 
respect  be  the  same  in  relation  to  the  lands  which 
shall  be  disposed  of  at  their  offices  as  ore  or  may 
be  by  law  provided  in  relation  to  the  leisters  and 
receivers  of  public  moneys  in  tbe  several  offices 
established  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands:  Prt- 
vidtd,  That  the  said  appointments  shall  not  be 
made  until  a  sufficient  quantity  of  public  lands 
shall  have  been  surveyed  within  the  said  distnct 
to  authorize,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  a 
public  sale  of  lands  within  the  same. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  il  ftatbtr  enaeted,  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  second,  third,  and  fifth  lections  of 
the  act,  entitled  "AiLact  to  designate  the  bounda- 
ries of  distiicis,  and  establish  laud  offices  for  tbe 
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diipiMKl  of  the  public  lands  not  herelofara  oSbred 
for  sale  in  the  Butn  of  Ohio  and  Indiaos,"  ap- 
ptOTed  March  third,  ei^fatcen  hondred  sod  nine- 
teen;  and  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  makiaff  fur- 
ther fsoviuon  for  the  sale  of  the  puUie  lands," 
approTcd  April  tweatjr-foiuth,  eighteen  hsndred 
and  twenty — be  and  the  same  are  hciebf  made 
Boplieable  to  ihe  caid  distriet  and  office,  bo  far  as 
tnef  are  not  changed  bf  lubseqaent  lavs  of  the 
United  States. 
Approved,  May  8, 1883. 

An  Act  rMiuiring  Sarrejore  GeQcrsI  to  giTi  bond  and 


Btiltnadtd,  fe.,  That,  from  and  after  the  pass- 
ing; of  this  act,  every  Surveyor  Oeneral,  commis- 
sioned by  the  euthoniy  of  the  United  States,  shall, 
before  entering  on  the  dniies  of  his  office,  and 
every  Surveyor  General  covin  commission  shall, 
OD  or  before  ibe  thirtieth  day  of  September  next, 
execute  and  deliver  to  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States  a  bond,  with  good  and 
sufficient  security,  for  the  penal  sum  of  thirty 
thousaad  d[>Uars,  couditionea  for  the  faithM  dis- 
bursement, according  to  law,  of  all  the  public 
money  placed  in  his  hands  for  disbursement,  and 
for  the  faithful  performance  of  Ihe  duties  of  his 
office. 

Sec,  2.  And  be  U  farther  tnaeled,  That  the  com- 
mission  of  every  Surveyor  Gkneral  now  in  office 
shall,  unless  sooner  vacated  by  death,  resignation, 
or  removal  from  office,  cease  and  expire  oo  the 
first  day  of  February  nextj  and  the  commission 
of  every  Surveyor  General,  hereafter  commissioned 
by  Ihe  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  cease 
and  expire,  unless  sooner  vacated  by  death,  resig- 
nntiou,  or  removal  from  office,  in  four  years  from 
the  date  of  the  commission. 

Sec.  3.  Andbtilfarthtr  tnaeted,  Thai  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall,  and  he  is  hereby 
BUtborized,  whenever  ne  may  aeem  it  expedient, 
require  any  Surveyor  General  of  the  United 
States  to  give  new  bond  and  additional  security, 
under  the  direction  of  Ibe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, for  the  faithful  disbursement,  according  to 
law,  of  all  money  placed  in  bis  hands  for  dis- 
bursement. 

Approved,  May  7,  1833. 

An  Act  to  eMablish  ceilain  Post  Roadi,  and  to  dis- 
coDtinaB  olhan,  and  for  olhsi  porpows. 

Beitamitd,^.,  That  the  following  mail  routes 
be  discontinued,  that  is  to  say  : 

la  Vattont. — From  Lynden  to  Wheelock,  in  Ihe 
countv  of  Caledonia. 

In  iftw  yark. — From  Utica,  by  Clinton,  Chand- 
ler's Store,  Angosta,  and  Madison,  to  Hamilton 
VUlage. 

From  Chitteningo,  alias  SolUvan,  to  Madison, 
and  that  part  of  the  roate  from  Leicester  to  Olean, 
whicb  is  aiiuated  between  Oil  Creek  and  Olean. 

in  Nem  Jertej/.—Fmm  Liberty  Coraer  to  Som- 

Jn  Maryland. — From  Aimapotis  to  Kent  IslaDd, 


and  from  thence  through  ftuMnstown  to  Cm- 
treville. 

In  PnMuyivoBM. — From  Uniontown  bylMiddle- 
towB  to  Perryopolis. 

From  LoiidoBtawn  to  Messenbiug. 

bi  Virginia, — From  Brown's  Store  to  Diekia- 
son's  Store,  in  Franklin  county. 

In  North  Cbrolino.— From  Haysville  to  WJI- 
liamsborotah. 

From  Winton  to  Qate*  Courthouse, to  Sunbory. 

From  Waynesville,  in  North  Carolma,  to  Holta- 
lonville,  in  South  Carolina. 

in  KaHtudiy—Yiom  Ross's  Post  Office,  Whlthy 
county,  to  Monticello,  in  Wayne  county. 

From  Manchester  to  the  Hazelpatch,  and  from 
thence  to  Colnmbia. 

if)  Ohio, — From  the  mouth  of  Little  Scioto  lo 
Piketon. 

Jn   AriarttM.  —  From    Clark   Courlhonae  » 

^ttiA    Court" 

Washi 

Sec.  2.  And  ht  it  farther  cnaded.  That  the  fol- 
lowing post  roads  be  established,  to  wit: 

In  Maine.— Vmm  Hallowell,  by  Silas  PipM^ 
in  Harlem,  Jonathan  Qreely's,  al  the  Four  Cor* 
ners  in  Palermo,  lo  Montville. 

in  VtTiMnt. — From  Poultney,  through  Middle- 
town,  TintDonib,  and  Willingford,  to  Mount  Hol- 
ly, in  the  county  of  Rutland. 

From  MontpeLer,  through  Barre,  Orange,  and 
Topsbam,  to  Newbury. 

From  Lynden,  through  Sutton,  to  Barttm,  in 
the  county  of  Orleans. 

In  ISatiaduuitU. — From  Plymouth  to  Carver 
and  Rochester. 

From  Holmes's  Hole,  in  Tisbury,  to  Chilmark, 
in  the  idand  called  Martha's  Vineyard. 

From  Men  don,  through  Milford,  HolUtfoa, 
Sheibnrne,  Nalick,  Needham,  Newton,  andBi^h' 
ton,  over  the  milldsin,  to  Boston. 

From  Millbury,  in  Worcester  county,  to  the 
town  of  Providence,  in  Rhode  Island,  to  pans 
through  the  towns  of  Sntton  and  Dou^laaB,  in 
Massachusetts,  and  the  town  of  Burrdlville  and 
Village  of  Chepackett,  in  Rhode  Island, 

From  Belchertown,  by  Enfield,  to  Oreenwiok. 
•  From  Worcester  to  Providence,  in  Rhode  M- 
and.  passing  through  Grafton,  Upton,  Mendoa, 
Belli ngbam,  Cumberland,  and  PawiackeL 

From  Amesbnry  to  Southamploo,  in  Ntfrr 
Hampshire,  and  thence  to  Kingston. 

In  Cmmxdicat That  Ihe  post  road  from  Hait- 

ford  to  New  London  shall  be  by  the  Prn^terian 
meeting-house,  in  the  first  society  in  the  town  ef 
Hebron. 

From  New  London,  along  the  turnpike  road,  lo 
the  town  of  Providence,  in  Rhode  Island. 

In  N»»  Haapthirt. — The  post  road  from  Wal- 
pole  to  Newport  shall  be  through  the  town  tf 
Langdon. 

in  Ntu  Yorii—Fram  Deposit  to  Stockport,  u 
Pennsylvania. 

From  Jay  to  Danville,  thence  down  the  Anaa- 
ble  river,  by  Bullen's  Mills,  to  KeesevUle,  in  the 
town  of  Chesterfield. 

From  Schenectady,  by  Charlton,  Oalway,  PtaiT^ 
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idetkce,  and  NotlhamploD,  to  Edinburgh,  and  from 
Bdmbargh  back  by  noribaraptoi),  We^I  Galmy 
ChnTeh,  and  OltnTJlIp,  to  SchoiMUdy. 

From  the  post  office  in  Luzmhc,  dd  ihe  weci 
aide  of  the  Hudson  rirer.  to  the  post  office  in 
Ckester. 

From  Green,  in  tbe  county  of  Chenanfo,  to 
Abaca,  in  Tompkins  county. 

From  Cherry  Valley,  in  the  county  of  Otwgo, 
<o  the  Tillage  of  Canajoharie,  in  the  county  of 
ilontgomery. 

From  Clianipion,  in  the  eouniy  of  JeKerHon,  to 
Alexandria,  by  Feli'n  Mills.  Le  Rayaville,  Evan's 
Mills,  TberesB,  and  Plessis. 

From  the  village  of  CaDandaigua  to  ihe  Tillage 
of  Penn  Van,  in  the  county  of  Oniario. 

From  BaiaTia,  by  the  villa^  of  Lockport,  to 
intersect  tbe  ridge  road  at  William  Molyncux'a,  in 
the  town  of  Gambia. 

From  Howard,  in  the  connty  of  Steuben,  by 
Rnthbun's  settlement  and  Loon  Lake  settlement, 
to  Con  fane  ton. 

From  Bath  (o  Catherine's,  by  Mount  Waibino- 
ton  and  Bartle'i  Mill^  and  retnrning  by  Mead's 
creek  to  the  mouth  of  Mud  creek. 

From  South  Dansrille  to  GoO^s  Mills. 

From  Champlain  to  the  town  of  Mooers,  thence 
by  Lawrence's  Milla  and  Seek maD town,  to  Plaits- 
barg. 

From  ithaca  to  Burdett,  near  the  head  of  Sen- 
eca lake. 

From  Pougbkeepsie,  by  PletMnt  Valley,  Ball 
Point,  James  Thorn's,  in  Clinton,  Friends'  meel- 
ing-house  in  Stanford,  Ihe  Federal  alore,  and  from 
tbence  to  the  fine  Plains  post  office,  in  the  town 
of  Northeast. 

From  Moscow^  in  Livingston  county,  to  tbe 
Tillage  of  Fredonia,  in  Chautauque  county. 

From  Cincinnatus,  through  Willei  and  Free- 
town, to  Harrison. 

From  CanaslolB.  at  Perkins's  basin,  on  the  great 
Srie  canal,  througn  Lenoi,  ClarkviLle,  Perryville, 
Peterborough,  and  MoirisTilte,  to  Eaton. 

The  mail  route  from  Bath,  by  Angelica,  Ham- 
ilton, Cerestown,  Pennsylvania,  Couderspott,  and 
Jersey  shore,  to  Williamsport,  shall  pass  by  Smith- 
port,  in  McKean  county,  Penntylvania,  either  in 
foing  or  returniDg. 

From  Esperanoe  to  Middleburg,  by  tbe  way  of 
Schoharie,  in  Schoharie  county. 

hi  Nev>  Jentj/. — From  Liberty  Comer,  by  Pluck- 
Hnin,  to  Soroervitle. 

FromSomerville,  by  NewGerman  town,  through 
Pwpaek  valley,  to  Mandham  and  Morrislown. 

From  Hackensack,  in  the  county  of  Bergen,  by 
Patterson's  landing  and  Belleville,  to  Newark,  in 
Essex  county- 

From  Beasley's,  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Egg 

Harbor  river,  by  Etna  Furnace,  on   Tuekahoe 

river,  Cumberland  Furnace,  Malligo,  Glasborough, 

tnd  Woodbury,  to  Philadelphia. 

From  Princeton,  by  Harlingen,  to  Flagtown. 

Ja  Mainland. — From  Hagerstown,  by  Mercers- 


I»  Ptmuul'BaBia. — From  Philaddpliia,  by  ibt 
falls  of  Schuylkill,  to  Norristown. 

From  Swamp  Churches,  in  MoalgosierT  cout- 
ty,  by  BoyerMown,  to  Reading. 

From  DoylestawD,  bjr  Sorel  Horse,  Bnsilecon. 
and  Byberry,  to  Andunaia,  and  return  by  iht 
Black  tavern  and  Hartville  to  Doylertown. 

From  Baston,  Northampton  eoantv,  to  Hellen- 
town,  Q^uakertown,  and  BnrsoDSTille,  ia  Boeb 
county. 

From  Emaus,  byMilleniowD,  to  Trexlostowo, 
in  Lehigh  county. 

From  Chambersburg  to  Wayuesbarg-,  by  Sim 
uel  Fisher's  store,  in  Franklin  county. 

From  McCall's  ferry,  in  Lancanter,  (o  the  bo- 
rough of  Westchester,  in  Chester  coonty. 

From  Meadville  to  Salem,  at  tbe  month  of  Big 
Conn ea It,  Ohio, 

From  the  village  of  Blearsville,  by  Vonog*- 
town,  to  Monnt  Pleasant. 

From  Newville,  in  Cumberland  county,  to  Rai- 
bury  and  Strasburg,  in  Franklin  county. 

From  L^odisburg,  in  Perry  county,  to  Wsin- 
ford,  in  Mifflin  county. 

From  SelinssTove  to  New  Berlin. 

From  Ebensburgb  to  Indiana. 

From  Uniontown,  by  Connellsrille,  to  Perry- 
opolis. 

From  the  city  of  Lancaster,  ihrongh  Hillera- 
town,  Washington,  and  Charlestown,  to  the  bo- 
roiwh  of  Columbia. 

&  Vvyinia. — From  Winchester  to  the  Betkele)- 
Springs,  in  Morgan  county. 

From  Lewisburg,  by  Hullonsrille,  Beverly, 
Leadesville,  Meigsville,  Swamp,  and  Kiugwood, 
to  Morgantown. 

From  Salem,  in  Botetourt,  through  the  Bm 
mountain,  by  Simpnm's  and  Thomaa  Goodsoo% 
to  Boon's,  on  the  west  fork  of  Little  river,  in 
Montgomery  county. 

From  the  city  of  Richmond,  by  Piping  Trw. 
in  King  William  countf,  to  King  and  Qncea 
Courthouse,  Gloucester,  Middlesex,  and  Matthews. 


uutiuuuHf,  kviiiuueaier,  iviiuuic?tcA,  aau  nuiiLDCWB. 

From  Halifax  Courthouse  to  Person  Coanboosc, 
North  CaroUoa. 

From  Franklin  Courthouse  to  Henry  Coari- 
hou^,  to  go  by  Dickerson's  store,  in  Franklin 
county. 

From  Lynchburg,  by  Pittavlvania  Cosrtbouif. 
to  Danville,  and  from  Danville  to  Halifax  Cooii- 

From  Parkersburg  to  Kanawha  Conrthonse. 

From  Richmond  to  Chesterfield  ComtlioaK,  lo 
go  by  Mechanick's  inn,  instead  of  tbe  ronle  now 
established. 

That  the  route  from  Stanton,  by  Qreenbrin 
Courthouse  and  Charleston,  to  Catklidiv^  in 
Kentucky,  be  changed  so  as  to  go  by  the  SaTphD; 
springs,  on  Mnddy  creek,  in  Greenbrier. 

From  Bath  Courthouse  to  AUeghaay  Coort- 

Jn  North  CirDJ««a_From  Haysville,  in  Fnak- 
lin  eoQDty,  by  Glasgow's  store  and  Health  seal,  u- 
Oxford,  in  Granville. 

From  Ashe  Courthouse  to  Jordan  Councils.  » 

me  coanty. 
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From  8toke*TJUe,  by  Giles'  Coanliouse,  to 
Sonsbarr- 

That  Hk  route  from  Fayetleville  to  Salisbury 
be  changed,  so  as  to  go  by  Cartbage,  McNeill's, 
Hill's  and  Shean's  ferry,  vaA  to  reimn  by  For- 
feit's, Blakely,  LawrenceviLle,  AElealowD,  and 
McAuley's  store. 

Prom  FayetteTille,  by  Oiafaata'a  bndgC;  Rock- 
ineham,  to  WadeEboroogb. 

From  Tyson's  store  to  Waddle'n  ferry,  Brower's 
mill,  Hugh  Moffin'a  mill,  thence  to  Riclurd  Ken- 
dod'e,  and  lo  Haywood.  - 

From  Wayneiville,  Hayward  Counhouse,  by 
LoTes*ille,  on  Seoli's  creek,  to  Franklin,  m  the 
Cherokee  purchase,  aod  from  thence  to  Rabun 
Courthouse,  in  Qeorgia. 

In  Smiih  GtroNna. — From  Rocky  Mount  to  Pine 
Hill  post  office,  to  pass  by  Bbenezer  academy. 

From  FayetteTille,  in  North  Carolina,  leafing 
the  road  to  Camden  at  or  near  Laurel  Hill,  fay 
Cheraw,  to  Camden. 

From  Cheraw,  by  Society  hill  and  Darlingl< 
Courthouse,  to  intersect  the  great  southern  route 
at  Godfrey's  ferry,  on  the  Pedee  river. 

From  Cheraw,  by  Chesterfield  Counhou» 
Lancaster  Courthouse. 

In  Georgia. — From  LawrenceTiUe,  in  Gwineit 
county,  to  the  standing  Peach  tree,  (Fayette  Court- 
bouse.) 

From  JeflersoQ,  by  Colerain,  by  Crawford,  in 
Florida,  and  to  St.  Augustine,  and  the  route  at 
preseut  used  discontinued. 

FromElberlontoRuckersville,in  Elbert  county. 
In    Alaianui. — From    Hunts»ille,    by    Triana, 
Mooresvilie,  Athens,  Eailporl,  and  Bainbiidge,  to 
the  Big  Spring. 

From  Cabawba,  by  Portland,  Prairie  Bluff,  the 
standing-  Peach  tree,  through  the  populous  settle- 
ment on  Basseit's  creek,  and  by  Clarke  Court- 
house, to  St.  Stephen's,  so  as  to  reinstate  the  old 
route  from  Cabawba  to  SL  Stephen's,  and  the 

E resent  route  from  Cahawba  to  St.  Stephen's  to 
e  discontinued. 

PVom  Ashrille  to  HuQisrille,  by  the  way  of 
Robertsville  and  Bennett's  store- 

From  Augusta,  on  the  Talapooia,  by  Coosaw- 
da,  passing  through  the  settlement  in  the  upper 
end  of  Autago  county,  and  the  settlement  on  Mul- 
berry cieek,  in  Bibb  county,  by  the  falls  of  Cahaw- 
ba, to  the  town  of  Tuscaloosa. 

In  Mitn**ippi. — From  Winchester,  by  Perry 
Couilhouse  and  Columbia,  to  Holmesrille. 

From  Picken's  Courthouse,  in  Alabama,  by 
Moaroe  Courthouse,  the  Cotton  Gin  pott,  and  the 
Chickasaw  agency,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to 
the  Chickasaw  bluBs,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

From  the  Choc  taw  agency,  by  Jackson,  toMon- 
ticello. 

In  Teimatu. — From  Campbell's  station,  by 
Blair's  ferry,  to  Puinpkintown. 

From  Sparta,  in  While  county,  lo  Pikerille,  in 
Bledsoe  county. 

The  post  road  from  Morganlown  lo  Mount 
Pleasant,  alias  Pumpkinlown,  to  go  by  Monroe 
Courthouse. 


From  MorganGeld,  crossing  the  Ohio  at  Fran- 
cisburg,  lo  Harmony,  in  Indiana. 

From  Monticello,  by  Beaiiy's  salt  works,  and 
Ross's  post  office,  lo  Jacksborough,  in  Tennessee. 
From  Williamsburg,  in  Witby  county,  by  Ross's 
post  office,  to  Somerset,  in  Pulaski  counts. 

From  Richoiond  to  the  Hazel  patch,  hereafter 
to  go  by  Manchester  to  Barbourville. 

In  Ohio. — From  Bellefontaine,  in  Logan  coun- 
ts, by  Forts  McArthur  and  Findlay,  to  the  foot  of 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake. 

From  Columbus,  by  Maysville,  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice of  Union  county,  thence  through  Zanesfield 
to  Bellefontaine,  in  the  county  of  Loiran. 

Prom  Norton,  in  the  couniy  of  Delaware,  by 
Claredon,  Buayners,  to  the  city  of  Sandusky. 

From  the  mouth  of  Little  Scioto  to  Portsmouth. 

From  Cleveland,  through  Newburg.  Hudson, 
Ravenna,  Palmyra,  Ellsworth,  Canfield,  Board- 
man,  Poland,  Petersburg,  and  Greensburg,  to 
BeavertowD,  in  Pennsylvania. 

From  Columbus  to  Sunbury,  through  Harrison 
and  Ravenna  townships. 

From  Columbus,  by  Springfield,  Dayton,  and 
Eaton,  thence  to  Indianapolis,  in  the  Slate  of  In- 
diana, thence  by  Vandalia,  in  Illinois,  thence  to 
Si.  Louis,  in  Missouri. 

From  West  Union  to  Cincinnati,  to  pass  through 
Georgetown,  the  seat  of  justice  of  Brown  county, 
instead  of  the  present  route. 

From  Augusta,  Kentucky,  by  Lewis,  Felicity, 
Chiio,  Neville,  Pointopolis,  New  Richmond,  and 
Newtown,  to  Cincionaii,  in  Ohio. 

fo  Indiana. — From  Terre  Haute,  bjr  Clinton,  the 

at  of  jtistioe  for  Parke  county,  and  Crawfords- 
rille,  to  Indianapolis. 

From  WashiuKion,  by  Burlington  and  Bloom- 
ing, to  ludianapolis. 

From  Lawrenceburg,  by  Napoleon,  to  Indian- 
ipolis. 

in  lUinois — From  Vincennes,  in  Indiana,  by 
Kllison's,  Prairie,  Palestine,  York,  Aurora,  Grand 
"Tiirie,  in  Clark  county^  to  Clinton. 

From  Peoria,  on  Illinois  river,  to  Sangama 
county. 

From  Edwardsville  to  Sangama  Courthouse. 

1h  MisMun.— From  Si.  Genevieve  by  Hercn- 
lancum  to  St.  Louis. 

From  Herculaneum  to  Potoei. 

From  Jackson  to  Frederiektovm. 

From  Poiosi  to  New  Bowling  Green. 

From  St.  Charles  to  Cote  Sans  Dessein,  shall 
hereafter  go  by  ihe  seat  of  justice  for  Calloway 
couniy. 

From  Fishing  river  to  Fori  Osage,  shall  here- 
after  pass  by  the  seat  of  justice  in  Clay  county. 


From  the  post  of  Arkansas  by 
Little  Rock,  Crystal  Hill,  Cadron  and  Ellis's,  to 
Crawford  Courthouse. 

From  Liiile  Rock,  by  Clark  Courthouse,  to 
Natchitoches. 
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From  Clark  Courthouse  by  Hempatead  Court* 
booM  to  Miller  OouithouK. 

ht  LouMana. — From  Nalchei  to  Baton  Rouge, 
by  Woodville  and  Jackson. 

From  Pinliaeyville,  Missiasippi,  by  Avoyelles, 
to  Aleiandtia,  in  Louitiaoa. 

From  Baton  Rouge  by  Plaqneraiite  and  Da- 
pleaaei's  landing  in  the  Attacapas,  to  Opelouta 
Conrthouse. 

From  New  Orleans  to  Penaacola. 

Jn  Flnrida^-FTixai  Peatacola  to  St.  Harks, 
ifaenceto  Volliuia,at  Dexter's,  on  6l  John's  ri?er, 
thence  down  the  river  to  Pieolaiia,  and  tbence  to 
St.  Augusiiae. 

From  Peniacola  to  Fort  Hawking  in  Alabama. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fiaiher  tiuuUd,  Thai  the  Post- 
masler  General  may  allow  to  the  Postmaster  at 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  at  the  rate  of  iwo  hun- 
dred  dollars  a  year  in  addition  to  his  ordinary 


Approved,  May  8, 1821. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

R«u>lution  pioTiding  for  tbe  diMrOialion  of  the  Mar- 

sbal'i  Tclnnu  of  the  Foanh  Comb*. 

Resolvtd  by  the  Smait  and  Hotme  of  R^mentatvMt  j 
(/  (he  UniUd  Stata  o/Ameriea,  tn  Cougnit  oMtoMed,  \ 
That  the  Secretary  of  State  he  insiiucted  to  fur- 
nish to  each  memlier  of  the  present  Coa^rets,  and 
the  Delegates  from  Territories,  the  President  and 
Viae  President  of  tlie  United  States,  the  Execu- 
tive- of  each  State  and  Territory,  the  Attorney 
General,  and  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Colleges  and  Universities  in  the 
United  States,  each  one  copy ;  for  the  use  of  the 
Departments,  viz :  State,  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy,  five  copies  each ;  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 
Sve  copies  ;  and  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, ten  copies,  of  the  Marshal's  retorns 
of  the  Fourth  Census ;  and  that  the  residue  of 
the  copies  of  the  said  returns  be  deposited  in  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

Approved,  February  4,  1822. 

Resolulioii  providing  Tor  the  diatribalion  of  the  Secret 
Journal  and   Foreign  Coireapoadepce  of  lb«  old 
Congress,  and  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention 
which  foined  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stslee. 
Resdted,  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  fumished  to  each 
member  of  the  present  Congress,  and  the  Delegates 
from  Territories,  who  may  not  be  entitled  to  the 
same  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
twenty-seventh  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eighteen ;  the  President  and  Vice  Presi- 


dent of  the  United  States,  the  Execnlive  of  ad 
State  and  Territory,  the  Attorney  Genenl,  ui 
Judges  of  the  courts  of  tbe  United  Stides,  aad  ut 
ColFeges  and  Universities  in  the  United  Slut. 
each  one  copy  ;  for  the  use  of  each  of  the  Dtnn- 
menis,  viz:  State,  Treasury,  War,  and  Mi;. 
Iwo  copies  each  ;  for  the  use  of  the  SeBale,Sit 
copies;  forthenseof theHouseofRenescDtatiTB. 
ten  copies ;  and  fur  tbe  Library  of  Coograa,  la 
copies,  of  the  Secret  Joumala,  and  of  the  Fani|i 
Correspondence,  ordered  to  be  printed  bythcsefol 
resolutions  of  Coagress,  pasMd  on  the  iwest). 
seventh  of  March,  one  tnousaDd  eight  hseM 
and  eighteen,  and  of  April  tweaty^rst,  one  thoa- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty :  Also,  to  ttik 
member  of  the  present  Congress,  who  has  Bat  re- 
ceived the  same,  one  copy  of  the  Journal  of  tk 
Convention  which  formed  the  CoQiiitution  of  tk 
United  States.  Aod  that  the  ratmaiBi^  eopjo  be 
preserved  in  the  Library,  subject  to  the  fotare  de- 
position of  Congress- 
Approved,  January  11, 1S22. 


itasidation,  directing  tb« 

the  toconnti  of  the  ieversl  manufactming  cslsbltii- 
ment*  and  their  minuractares,  collected  in  obcdlns 
la  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  to  provid*  br  ulis; 
the  fonrth  cenina. 

Saoltied,  f  c,"  That  the  Secretary  of  Stale  be 
directed  to  cause  to  be  classified  and  reduced  lo 
such  form  as  he  may  deem  most  conduciite  loilie 
diffusion  of  informaliou,  the.accouDtsoftheseTetal 
manufacturing  establishments  and  their  mandie- 
tures,  taken  in  pursuance  of  the  tenth  satioooT 
tbe  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  nki^  lire 
fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhibmiB 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  parposa." ip- 
proved  the  fourteenth  of  March,  one  ibocaad 
eight  hundred  aod  twentv,  and  that  he  ctox  fif- 
teen hundred  copies  of  toe  digest,  so  to  bemide, 
to  be  printed,  subject  to  the  disposition  of  €005101- 
Approved,  March  30, 1822. 


:nnty  u 
the  public  Bwila 

Jietdwd,  fe..  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  <b 
Postmaster  General  to  introduce,  as  soon  as  ohitc- 
niently  may  be.ononeormoreorthemosieiprad 
routes,  Ricnard  Imlay's  plan  of  copper  afa.tf- 
eared  in  iron  chests,  with  inside  locas  and  ilidm; 
bars,  in  sucb  a  way  as  to  (est  its  efficacy  in  pa- 
renting robberies  of  the  mail :  PrarM^  Tbe  a.- 
tra  expense  for  each  mail  carria^  shall  noi  eiwi 
one  hundred  and  fitly  dollars.       ' 

Approved,  April  26,  1S32. 
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TO  THE   PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES  OF   THE   FIRST   SESSION  OF 
THE   SEVENTEENTH  CONORESB. 


A.  P»gt.  I 

AboUlioD  of  SlkTer;  and  the  6la>«  Traile,  Mr.  | 

Lowrie  prmnted   the  memorial    of  the  ] 

Penoiylvinis  Bocietjr  for  promoting  the, 
T««d  end  teferred    .....     137  i 

AccommodelioQ  of  Coogren,  ■  Meiuge  from 
the  Fntident  of  the  United  Statu  witb 
eopiee  of  th«  lealea  entared  into  between 
hiin  and  the  ownen  of  the  new  building 
on  Capitol  Hill  erected  for  the 

AcconnU,  ippeintment  of  the  (taading  commit. 


«  of  - 


S7 


Actual  Battlcn  in  Illiaoii,  a  bill  grantiDg  tb« 

right  of  pre-emptioit  to,  tead  - 
lead  a  aeoond  time    .        -        -         .        .    soo 
Adjouramant,  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  aobciit- 

ted  a  retolntion  filing  the  da;  of   • 
amended  bj  altering  the  day,  and  agreed  to    374 
the   Houaa  of  RepreientalJTea   concorred, 

with  an  amcndnient       .... 
(he  Senate  agreed  to  their  amendment 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  iufomi 

the  Preaident  that  the  two  Hooia  are 

adoption  of  the  utnal  reaointioni  prepara. 


476 


Admiralty  JorinliclioD,  Mr.  Johnaon,  of  Ken- 
tncky,  lubmitted  a  leiolution  on  therab- 

ject  of 4T 

agreed  to  and  referred  to  the  judiciar;  com* 

mittee  -....'..  48 
a  bill  concerning,  read  ....  107 
read  a  aacond  time,  and  referred  •  •  200 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  ssg 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  389 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued  •        -     392 

Alabama,  Mr.  King  preaented  tbe  metnonal  of 
tiie  Legialatura  of  that  State  reipecUng 
the  improvement  of  the  navrgation  of  ita 
walen,  rtferred  .  -  .  .  .  m 
Mr.  Walker  prewnted  a  memorial  of  the 
came  leapeeting  the  annexation  of  part  of 
Florida  to  that  State,  relerred  -  -  148 
a  bill  to  altar  the  term*  of  the  diatnct  court 

of,  read         ..-.,.    160 
read  a  lecond  time    -        ...        -     1(4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     161 
lead  the  third  time  and  paawd  ...     ]M 
a  bill  to  provide  for  paying  three  per  esnt. 
to  the  State  of,  on  the  net  proceeda  of 
pnbtic  land*  aold  within  the  aame,  raad 
twice,  and  referred         .        .        .        -     166 
repotted  witbont  amendment    ...     m 
(See  Three  per  cent.'} 


Alabama  and  Miaaiaaippi,  Mr.  Bolnea  praiented 

tbe  petition  of  a  number  of  inbabitantaof, 

praying  certain  regulationi  in  the  diapo- 

aal  of  Unda,  dec,  referred        ... 

a  bill  for  tbe  belter  regolation  of  the  land 

diatricti  in,  read  twice    .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        .        . 

American   Coloniialien    Society,    Mr.  Fiokney 

preaented  the  memorial  of  the,  read 
American  Seamen  Registered,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  encloiing  a  list  of, 


referred  .-.-..    SIS 

reported  without  amendment     ...    S69 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    S75 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed         .        -     378 

Apportionment  of  Repreieulalivea,  •  bill  from 

the  House  of  Repreaentatiiee  for  the,  ac* 
.  cording  to  the  fourth  ccnans,  twice  read, 

and  referred  -..--.  igs 
reported  with  an  amendment  .  -  .  195 
considered,  and  committed  ...  213 
reported  with  amendment*  ...     2U 

amendments  adopted  ....    Si9 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         .        .        .321 
read  the  third  time,  end  passed  sa  amended  S2S 
Architect  of  the  Public  Buildingi,  Mr.  King,  of 

New  York,  lubmilted  a  reaolalion  for  the 

appointment  of  the,  by   the    President, 

with  the  advice  and  eooaentof  the  Senate, 

&C.,  referred  to  Ihe  Judiciary  CommiUee     1S2 
B. 
Babbitt,  Jacob,  Mr.Knight'pieaanted  thepetiiioa 

of,  referred    .        .        -        .  — 

a  letter  from  the  Fint  Comptroller,  i 

lion  to  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  read 
read  the  second  time 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ' 
Bacot,  Thomas  W..  a  bill  for  the  relieT  of,  read 
read  Ihe  aecond  time 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Bailey,  Jo Qsthan  N.,  a   bill  from  the  Hotue  of 

RepraaentBtivss  far  relief  of,  read  • 
read  the  second  lime,  and  refenad 
reported  without  amendment    .  -    833 

ordered  to  a  tliird  reading         ...    8T6 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaae 
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Page. 

BaiDbridge,  JoMph,  a  bitl  from  (ha  BouaeofRap- 
reiMntiliica  fnr  rellcror,  Toad 

read  tba  Mcond  lima 

raad  the  third  time,  and  paaaad  • 
Baltimore,  &  bill  Tram  tbe  Home  of  Repnaenta- 
liTaa  fbi  relief  of  aundry  citizini  of,  twin 
read,  and  referred 

reported  withoat  ■mendmeat     • 

orilered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  lime,  anil  paaaad 

a  bill  from  tbe  84me,  eiplanalorj  of  tbe  Mid 
act,  Inice  read,  end  referred   - 

reporled  without  amendmeat    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paned 
BaDCToft,  Jamea,  Mr.  Otia  preaenled  the  petilic 

of,  Taferrod    ..... 
Bank  of  ihe   United  Statee,  Mr.    FiadUy  pn 
■eated  tbe  memorial  of  the  president,  dtc, 
of  the,  referred  to  the  Finauca  Committee 

a  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  tbe, 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  puaed 
Banks  Mr.  Thomaa,  preaented  tbe  raaolution  of 
tba  I^giaialore  uf  Itliaoia  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  propoacd  to  the  Conelitation 
bj  Penaeylrania  liioiUng  the  power  of 
Cougreaa  lo  ealabliab,  to  the  Diauict  of 
Columbia  .-,...  a 
Barbour,  Jamei,  orVirginii,  attended    • 

Tomarki  of,  on   Mr.  Johoaon'a  motion 
amend  the  Conalitution 

apeecbof,  onhiareaoluUan  to  limit  the  ni 
bet  of  Repreien  tali  Tea    - 

on  (he  reaolution  (o  amend  tbe  aame 

remark*  of,  on  the  bitl  eoncarning  oiBcera  of 


147 


n  reply  to  Mr.  Bolmei 
on  (he  Apportionment  bill  -        •     209,  403 

in  explanation  of  hia  former  romarka  on  bia 

raaolntion  to  limit  the  number  of  Repre- 

aentatiTea      ......     3Q9 

on  the  Cumberland  Road  bill     •        -        -    443 
Barbour,  Philip  P.,  meaaage  from  the  Houae  of 

RepraaentaliTe*  informing  tbe  Senale  of 

the  elec^on  of,  aa  Speaker  of  the  Houae       1 1 
Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  King  preaented  (he  petition 

of^  referred -       42 

adterae  report  (het-eoa       -        -        •        -     194 
conaidared,  and  concurred  in     •        -        -     196 
Barron,  Jamee,  a  bill  from  (he  Hoow  of  Repre- 

aantativea  for  relief  of,  reed  .  -  •  44B 
read  tbe  aeeond  lima  ....    fSI 

raad  tbe  third  time,  and  paaied  •        -    461 

Bartletl,  William,  and  John  Stearna,  a  hill  from 

the  Houae  ofRepreBentBlireafaTrelief  o( 

twice  read,  and  committed     ...    447 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        •    44S 
indefinitely  poalponed        ....    463 
Bartoa,  David,  appointad  a  Senator  hy  (he  Lo- 

gialalure  ofMiaaouri,  attended  •  -  9 
drewlbelot  to  aerTB  till  March,  less,  -  38 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Benton'a  reaolution  r»- 

apaetiog  Louiaiana  land  titlei  -  -  IS3 
apeech  of,  on  the  Maison  Rouge  bill  199,  SOI 
Femarka  of,  on  referring  the  Apportionment 

bUI 2U 


Bajlj,  Itfanntjoj,  Doorkeeper,  dec,  Mr.  Lan- 
man  aabmitted  a  raaolutian  (hat,  be  ao- 
thorbed  to   employ   an    aanatant,   &c.. 


read  the  aeeond  line,  and  onleTed  la  a  third 

reading  .        .         .        ,        . 

read  the  third  lima,  and  paaaed 
Bay,  Elihn  Hall,  and  othera,   Mr.  Smith  pre- 
aented (he  petition  of,  refemd 
Beaamarchaia,  Caron  de,  a  Meaaage  from    the 
Preaident  vrtth   papera   iela(iDg   b>   the 
claim  of  the  heiia  of       .        .         - 
Belfori,  John  Baptiat,  a  bill  far  tvliefof,  k 
read  the  aeeond  lima 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed 
Beonett,  Joihua,  a  lull  from  Uie  Houae  of  Bep- 
for  relief  of,  twice  remd,  end 


nitled 


reported  wilhonl  amendment     -         •        .    < 
the  third  reading  objected  (o      -         -        .    < 
Ben(on,  Thomaa  H.,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  lb* 

Legialalare  of  Miaaoari  .... 
term  of,  to  expire  by  lot  in  1837 
remarka  of,  on  anbmitting  a  reaalntian  re- 

apecting  Louiaiana  land  litlea 
speech  of,  on  hi*  resolntiona  concemiDf  the 

Society  of  United  Brethren    -        -         -    ! 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  incomplete 

French  and  Sjuniah  titlea  within  the  Ht&le 

ofMuaouri WS 

remarka  of,  on  thelMll  for  granting  a  aecttaB 

(rfland  to  Oeoige  Shannon    -         .        .    : 
apeech  of,  an  the  bill  to  aboliih  the  trading 

eatabliahmenla         ..... 
remarka  of,  on  hia  reaolution  of  inqniiy  CMi- 

ceming  Indian  .^fltiia    ... 
apeech  of,  oD  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  to 

regulate  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes       -    * 
apeech  o(,  on  a  reaolution   founded  on  the 

President'*     Me*sage    conoeriiing    lead 


Beraat,  Suian,  a  bitl  from  the  Honae  of  Hspre- 
aentatiTea  fot  relief  of,   read  twice,  snd 
committed     .---.. 
reported  without  ameadmeni    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
BieDTenne,  Anioioo,  Mr.  Johnson  of  LoniaiaEia 
preseniad  the  petition  of,  reforred  - 
edverse  report  thereon        .... 
Bigga,  William,  Br.  Thomaa  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    .        -        -        .        . 
commit  tee  diacharged        .... 
BUck,  Alexander.     (See  MtteiiU,  David.) 
Blakel;.  a  bill  to  eatahlish  the  Dtattlct  oC  lead 
the  first  time  ..... 

read  the  second  lime  .... 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance 
reported  withnol  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  timi^  aad  paaaed 
Blanchard,  F.  Bailly.     (See  Lonuaae,  Post) 
Uoardman,  Elijah,  appointed  a  Sanalor  by  ihr 
Lrgialature  of  Connecticut     ... 
Boardman,  Daniel,  Mr.  Boardman  prcaentad  ihe 

petition  of,  referred         -         ...    I 
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Boots,  impDTtalioD  oT,  Mr.  Olia  tubnittcd  «  rsa- 
olotioD  of  inqairr  conccroiDg 
agraed  tu,  and  a  committM  appointed  to 
reqoeat  Ibo  informalion  of  the  Preiiilsnt 
Mr.  DickeraoD  preieated  Iha  petition  of  the 
Aniedcan  Philoaophical  oocietj,  which 
WBi  ordered  to  be  printed       -  -  - 

Bonndariea,  a  bill  to  dealgnate  the,  of  a  land 
dialrict  id  Indiana,  read  ft  flrat  timi 
read  the  ucoad  lime 
Boyd,  Joaeph  C.,  Mr.  Chandler  presented  the 
peli^n  of,  referred 
a  blEl  for  relief  of,  read  the  fint  timo  ' 
read  the  Heond  time 
odarad  lo  a  third  readipg  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Bronaon,  Nathan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  R«p- 
rtMntatiies,  for  relief  of,  read  Iwioe  and 
committed     -        ■        -        .        . 
reported  without  amendment    - 
the  third  reading  negatived 
Brinle;,  Edward,  and  othera,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
Brisbsne,  James,  and  Jonah   Lewis,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  BepreieotatiTea  for  relief 
of,  read  a  first  time  .         -  . 

read  the  second  time 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  lad  passed 
Bristol,  a  bill  lo  establish  the  Diatricl  o(  .  _ 
ccived  from  the  Houaaof  Representstivea 
twice  read  and  referred 
reported  without  aneadment    • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Britten,  James.     (See  Cadwell,  Peter.) 
Brown,  James,  of  Laoiiiana,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  officere  of 


remarka  of,  on  the  Haison  Rouge  bill 
on  rcliirriDg  the  Apportionment  bill  - 
Btown,  Ethan  Allen,  appointed  ft  Senator  bj 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio  ia  place  of  W. 
A.  Trimble,  deceased,  prodoced  his 
dentials  and  took  bis  seat 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Benton's  rcaolotion 
eeraiog  the  Society  of  United  Brethren 
Brown,  Joeeph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kenluckj,  pre. 
sented  the  petition  of,  refeired 
haa  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 
Brown,  Nicholas,  and  othera,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pi«- 

aeoled  the  petition  of,  referred 
Buel,  Samuel,  Mr.  Sejmour  prosented  the  pe- 
tition ot,  referred  - 
adverse  report  thereon 
Ualfinch,  Charles,  s  letter  &*om,  retatire  to  the 
sppiopriation  of  a  room  for  one  of  Colo- 
nel 'Trumbull'a  paintings,  tet/i,  and  n- 

ferred 875 

report  thereon  read    -        ■        -        .        ■ 

Botlue,  OiarloUe  J.,  Mr.  RodDey  pmeated  tba 

memoiial  of,  refeired      •        -        -        - 

adrersa  report  thereon        -        .        .        - 

concurred  in     -----        - 

Bjers,  John,  a  bill  from  Iha  Honae  of  Repre- 

aentatiTea  fui  relief  of,  twice  reftd.  and 

committed     --..-- 

reported  without  aiuendmeot     -        .        - 

ind«fii)itel7  poatponed        ....    4B7 
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read  the  second  lime,  and  referred     •        -    456 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -451 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        .    461 
Caldwell,  John,   and  othen,  Mr.  Thomaa  pre- 

seated  Ihe  petition  of,  referred        .        .       68 
(See  Skauirteelaum.) 
Campbell,  Charlea,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rap- 

resentatiies  for  relief  of,  read  •    449 

resd  the  second  time,  and  referred  .    4S1 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    468 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .    443 

Canoon,  Joihna,  Banben  Hickman,  and  Fie'd- 

ing  Hickman,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 


449 

read  Ihe  third  time,  ftnd  pasaed  aa  amended  462 
Carr,  Thomaa,  deceased,    Mr.  Eaton  presented 

the  petition  of  tim  eiecnlors  of,  referred  M 
(See  Dmaidion,  John.) 
Carroll,  Daniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Rodoe;  present- 
ed the  petition  of 16S 

■  bill  for  relief  of,  read      -        -        -        -  830 

read  the  aecond  time         -        -        .        .  343 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  368 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  S6B 
Carver,  Nathaniel.     (Sea  BartUtt,  WilUam.} 
"     >,  LoudoQ,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

senutives  for  relief  of,  read     -         .          -  449 
read  the  second  time         •        -                  .461 

the  third  reading  objected  to      -        -        .  459 
Calheait,  Jsmea  L.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        -        -        .  83 
bill  explanatory  of  the  act  for  relief  of,  le. 

ported SB 

read  the  second  lime          -        -        -        -  41 

ordered  to  a  third  reading           -        -        -  44 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed                    .  48 

returned  with  an  smendment     ...  453 

amendment  cooenrred  In  -        .        -        .  463 


read  the  second  time  ....    461 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     459,  468 
Chandler,  John,  of  Maine,  attended  -  -        9 

remarks  of,  on  the  Cumberland  road  bill    •      67 
on  the  Apportionment  bill  -     306,  300 

on  the  amendment  to  the  same  -        -        -    314 
Choplsini,  Mr.  Morril  lubmittod  a  resolution  for 

the  appointment  of,  read         -        .        -       11 
conaideied  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -       SI 
Cherokee  Nation,  Mr.  Ware  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  resolution  of  the   Legislature  of 
Georgia,  prajing  tbst  provision  ma;  be 
mule  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the,  read     169 
Chcsspeske  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  the, 
read  and  referred  -        -        -        -         -      60 
Civiliialian,  &c,  of  the  Indians,  Mr.  Rnggles 

Sesented   a  memorial   from    dtisens  of 
bio,  piajiog  adoption  of  niessuiee  for 

the,  referred 200 

CUime,  atanding  committee  of,  appointed         -       >6 
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Clirk,Jwn«H.,  Mr.8anlhndprw«Dtadlhap«- 

titioD  of,  nlarrad  -  -        -        -       63 

■  bUlfbr  tfaanliifof,  nad  -        -        ■     137 

rud  the  MciHiil  tiae  -        .        .        .     143 

ordered  to  a  tbitd  readinf  ....    tS9 
nad  th«  third  lime,  aod  paaaad  ■        -        .    SSS 
Clarksott,  SanMl,  and  Aleiandn'  Elmatie,  a  bill 
from  the  HotMe  of  RepraHatatiTea,  for  tha 
relief  i>(  read  -        -        •        .        .       jg 

read  tbe  aeoond  time,  and  reAired  -  -  IS 
nported  without  anandBcot  .  -  -  60 
onleisd  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  fig 
read  the  third  time,  aad  paeaad  -  •  -  63 
CoflM,  John,  a  bill  bt  the  reliaf  of.  Mad,  and 

ordered  to  a  lecond  readini  -  -  .  37 
read  the  e^oood  time,  lod  referred  -  -  SS 
reported  withoDl  amendisent  •  -  -  61 
ordered  to  the  third  reediog  .  .  .  m 
reed  the  third  Lme,  aad  paaeed  -        -       &9 

CoUcton  Diitrict,  South  Cuotiua,  Mr.  Gaillerd 
preeenteil  a  petition  from  aandr;  dtiaane 

oCTeftrrad 178 

C«ll;er,  leaae,  and  otWik  a  bill  froa  the  Hooae 

of  RepieeentatiTea  fi>r  nlief  ot  twioa  read, 

and  commitlad       ■        .        -        .        .    447 

reported  withoal  emendmeut    -        -        -    449 

indeAnilelj  poatponad        -        .        .        .    453 

■nd  Manufacturei,  iieDdinf  comait- 

(c«  o(  eppointed S6 

itleea,  BfV.  King,  of  NetrVork,  eobmitted 
a  reaolotion  ibtt  alt,  hereafter  be  eppMnl- 
ed  bj-  the  rreaident  uf  the  Benale,  read  -      34 
read  the  eecond  time         '        -        •        -       38 
conaidered  aod  poetponed  -        -        -       39 

laid  on  the  Uble 44 

OompeneatioD,  Mr.  Knight  lubmillad  a  reaoln- 

tion  concerning  the  redueUan  of    -        -       SS 
Mr.  Lenman  preeenlad   tbe  rceoluUone  of 
the  Legialitare  of  Conoecticut  concem- 
ing  the  redaction  of       -        -        -        -       64 

the  reaolDtioni  leid  on  the  Uble         -        •       67 
ConanI,  Jamea,  Mr.  Mill*  preaented  the  pelitkiB 

of,  referred    ------       flS 

Conner,  William,  Mr.  Noble  preaenled  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred SS 

a  bin  granling  a  tract  of  land  to,  and  bi* 

wile  and  ebildten,  read  -        -        .        .     Sts 

road  the  eecond  lime  ....    331 

ordered  to  e  third  reeding  -        .        .    SiQ 

read  the  third  time,  and  paMed  -  -     313 

Cetutitntion,  Mr.  JahnMR,orKentuek;,aubn)H- 

ted  a  reac4ation  in  amendment  to  tbe    -      S8 

Cantingent  Eipeneea  of  the  MiliUr^  EliUbliib- 
ment,  a  letter  from  the  Becretatj  of  Wax 
with  a  ■lelement  of  the  -        -        -     ISO 

a  letter  frum  the  8ecreta[7  of  the  N**]r,  with 
a  atatement  of  the  ....     ISS 

Conlraete,  a  letter  fnm  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Nai^  ttanamitling  a  atalement  of,  made 
by  the  Commteeionen  of  the  Navjr  -  160 
•  letter  from  the  Secntiry  of  War,  trane- 
mitting  e  etatement  of  thoie  mode  b;  tbe 
Q.  M.Uenarel,  Comqiieiir;  Oeneral,  Ac      133 

CootroTeraiee  belneen  Blitea,  Mr.  Dickereon 
•Dbmltted  e  preamble  and  leiolatione  of 
the  Legiilatnre  of  A'eir  Jene;  concern- 
ing, read,  and  ordered  10  be  eolered  on 
the  Jonrnal   -        -        -        -        -  *     •       S3 


Coatioiereiea  between  Stalaa — eontiancd.         Pip 
a  bill  to  preaciibe  the  mode  of  coaunendof 

procaedinge,  dec,  read   -        - 

read  ■  aecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendmeot    - 

recommitted      -        -        .        . 

Cooper,  Detid,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RdhIm  ihi 

claim  of,  waa  rcferied     - 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 
read  the  eecond  time 
ordered  to  b  third  reeding 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaud  - 
Capper  Minea,  Mr.  Benton  eubmitted  a 

tiun  tequeiting  information  of  the  Piai- 

dent  concerning  certain 

Cordage,  a  bill  allowing  a  drawbidc  on 

Krtalion  of,  nanofactured  from  fwdfn 
mp,  read    -        -         ■        - 
read  the  aecond  time 

the  third  reading  negatlTed        -       -      •   371 
Tole  reconaidered,  and  the  bill  laid  ei  At 

table 

Corrie,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  preeenlcd  the  id«- 
morial  of,  refarred 
adreiae  report  thereon 
concurred  in     -  -  -  -        . 

Coxe,  Daniel  W.,  Mr.  WiUiame  of  Hwt 
prevented  the  memorial  of,  referred 
(Be*  Maiton  Rouge.) 
Cot,  Nathanel.    (See  Nott,  WiJUua.] 
Ctaek  and  other  Indiana,  Mr.  Ktng.of  Ahbimi. 
kabmitted  a  reeolntion   of  that  State  ^^ 
apecting    an   appropriation    for  treitin; 

with  the 

a  Menage. from  the  Preaident  in  irlationlQ 

eipenditorea  under  tbe  act  making  ippn- 

priationj  for  treating  with  the 

Cmte,  Joho,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  Repnani. 

etiiea  for  relief  of,  twice  i«ad,  aid  e«- 

reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Camberland  Road,  Mr.  Johnaon,  of  Keniockj, 

anbmitlBd  a  reeoiution  cnncetnlag  iht 
modJHrd  and  agreed  to       -  -         - 

(See  Roadi  aad  Canal*.) 
•  bill  to  keep  in  repair  the,  read 
read  the  aecond  lime         .        .        • 
a  biU  from  the  Houae  of  Repreeanfali*e>  in 

the  preaurTatioa  and  repair  of  the 
read  twice,  end  commitled 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -    ^ 

telurned  to  the  Home  by  the  Prendtnl  nilh 

hie  objection* (^ 

Currin,  R.  P.  and  other*,  Mr.  Eaton  preeented 

the  petition  of,  reftrTed  .        .  *~ 


DanTcra,  Mr.  Holmea,  of  Maine,  [ 

Ctition   of  inhabitanti  of,  agamai  lie 
nkrnpt  law,  referred  -         -         .        ■    1 
Daah,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  tbe  Hanae  of  Stfn- 
eentaliTee,  for  relief  of,  read  twiee,  aaJ 

reported  without  amendment  -  .  -  4 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  -  -  I 
read  tbe  third  lime,  and  paaaed        -       •   * 
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DeliTtn,  Henr;  W,  '&,  Co.,  Mr.  Vtn  Borcn  pre- 

MDtad  die  pctilioD  o^  Teterrad  -  -  IM 
•iltena  report  ihcreon       •  -        -  ,  1T8 

concnrrnl  in 183 

Departmant  of  State,  a  leUer  from  the  8«c»- 
Ury,  with  a  lilt  of  the  darka  and  tligir 
eompcDHtion,  racd  -  -  -  -  SO 
Depnlj  Colleeton  of  CoMimu,  a  bill  from  the 
Hooee  of  Reprewntatiiei  to  provide  for 
iba  appoialmBnt  of         .         -  -         .     4S9 

twies  read,  and  tefaired     .        -        .        .    431 
iadeGoilelj  poatponed         ....    440 
Scanoctte*,  Lefebre,  and  other*,  Mr.  King  of 
Aiabama   preaented  the  pelilJOD  of,  read, 
and  referred  10  Secretary  of  TreMUfj      -    3BS 
report  lh«ra«D  ■--.-.    ail 
referred  lolbcCominitleeon  Pablic  lianda  -    313 
C&e  Vine  and  OUve.} 
DeBObry,  Befijamin,  a  bill  from  the  Hosae  of 
RepTeMMati**a  for  relief  of,  read 
read  the  hiwoihI  time,  and  rellrred 
.reportadiiilhoDt  amendment    - 
(bird  reading  objected  to    • 
D«  Viltien,  JamOQTille,  Hr.  Johoaon  of  Lonia- 
iatiR  preiented  the  petition  of,  relbrred 
advetaa  report  thereao 
cancnrred  in      •        -        -        -        - 
De  Villiera,  Matcoa.  and  Arnalila  Ontlleniaid, 
the  Prerident  t^  before  the  Semite  the  pa- 
tilion  of,  which, afleraome  debate    "       '  " 
on  tha  table       .... 
Diaoa,  ahip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
■entalivei  leitoring  the   priiilegei     ' 
iea-Ie(tei  leaiel  to,  read 
tead  the  lecond  lioie,  and  referred 
reported  nitfaoiit  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
'read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Dibril,  Aliiro,  and  Sophia  Hancock,  ■  bill  from 
the  HouH  of  Repreientatitei  eanfinoing 
to,  the  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  lewl  larice, 
and  referred  .--..-    48& 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading  •  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  ptaaed 
Diekeraiin,  Mehlon,   of  New  lenej,  attended 
remark*  of,  on  the  reaolnlion  to  amend  the 

Canatitutioo  in  reapect  to  Electors,  Jk.  -  116 
■peeeh  of,  in  reptif  lo  Mr.  Barbour  -  130,  133 
remarks  of^  on  tcfarring  the  Apporlionmenl 


bill 


31! 


Dill,  Eliia,  Jane  Lewi*  and  Loniaa  St.  CUii 
Robb,  Mr.  Noble  preaented  the  memarUI 

of,  referred 

advene  report  thereon        -        .         ■        - 
conearred  in     -----        -,  179 

Direct  T>ie*,  bill  tor  extending  tbo  time  allowed 
for  redemption  of  landi  eotd  for,  received 
from  the  Houaa  of  Repreaentativei 
read  the  aecond  lime,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  readiag  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaied  - 
Discriminating  Datiei,  a  Meaiage  from  thoPren- 
dent  on  the  aabjaet  of,  referiad  to  tha 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relaliona  - 
DiBtillera,  ■  bill  from  tha  Houaa  of  KapreaanU- 
tivea  for  relief  of  attadry,  twice  read,  aitd 
referred  ...... 


Diatillara — continued.  Page. 

bill  reported  witltmit  atnendment  •    39b 

ordered  to  ■  third  reading  ...    411 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        .        -    413 

Diatreaaed  Beamen,  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 

aubmitted  a  reaolution  concerning  49 

agreed  to  ......       51 

Diatrict  Banka,  report  of  the  Secreurr  of  the 

Treainrj  on  the  preaeat  atate  of  tha       -     36S 
ict  o(  l/olnmbia,  appointment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the         37 

Deak,  William,  Mr,  Holmea  preaented  the  peti~ 

lian  of,  referred      -        •        -        -        -       4S 
(Sae  Otbone,  ffobk.) 
Documeata,  a  hill  anthonting  the  tranamiaaion 
of  certain,  freeofpoatage,  read  three  timei, 
and  pueed    -        -        .        -        .        -       S3 
Uenald*on,JDhD,Thom«(  Carr,andothera,abi1l 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representative* 

of,  read 176 

read  the  aecond  time         ....     179 
ordered  to  &  third  reaffing  -  -    383 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        -        •    S91 
Dooley,  William,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Rep- 
reaentativea  forth*  nKef  of,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -....-    447 
repotted  wtthont  antendiaent    -        .        •    4A0 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -        -    466 

read  Ibe^hird  time.anilpaaaed  -        -        •    463 
Drawback,  Mr.  IVWolf  aubmitted  a  reaolution 

concerning  allowance  of         -        -        -     161 
modilled,  and  agreed  to    -        -1-        .     16G 
unfavorable  report  reversed        •        -        -     17S 
Dornford,  E.  W.,  Mr.  Eaton  preaented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  ....     376 
Duties  on  Importa,  Hr.  Pleaeanta  preaented  the 
memorial  of  aundry  sgrieultural  Mcieliea 
against  ih*  increase  of,  referred  •       S3 
Dctton,  Joseph.     (See  Walker,  Samuel.) 
Doty  on  Booka  Imported.     (Bee  TVnnty/MttiM 
Univerntj/.  ] 
a  letter  from  the  Seerelarv  of  the  Traaanrj, 
with  a  statement  ahowing  the  amount  of 

the 889 

an  additional  report  on  the  same  anbject    -     06S 
D'Wolf,  Jamea,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended  9 

remarks  D^  on  the  bill  concerning  officers  of 

the  customs -    149 

on  the  resolutions  for  tbe  BUppreaaion  of 
jriracy    -        -        -        -        -        -        -     168 

on  his  rcaotntion  concerning  tbe  allavrtnee 

of  drawback 161 

apeech  nU  on  the  bill  stlowing  a  drawback 
on  cordage    .-...-    366 
D'Wolf,  William,  Mr.  D'Wolf  presented  the 


63 


ilof,  re 

E. 
Eule,  Willisn  K.,  a  hUl  from  the  Hooae  of  Rep. 

taaantativea,  twice  read,  and    commilUd    ' 
reported  without  amnndmrnf     -        -        -    ' 
indeOnilely  postponad        .        .        -        ■    . 
East  and   West  Fktida,  Mr.  Eaton  aubmitted 
s  rcairiutiei)  eonceining  tha  adjustmant  of 
claims  to  land  in  the  territory  of    - 
agreed  to  -        -        •        - 

a  ml  li>r  asceruioing  certain  daima  to  laail 

read  a  aecond  time    .---•' 
ordcreH  to  a  ihinl  reading 
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Gait  *nil  Well  FlariiU — continaed.  ?■■<• 

bill  md  the^ird  tima.uiiIpiMWl  -     S93 

tmcodiDCDU  of  the  Houw  of  Repnaanta- 
tilt*  coDCurrad  in  ....    464 

Ealon,  John  H.,  of  Teancuo,  attendod  .  -  S 
rematki  of,  on  tha  CuraberUnil  Road  biil  .  08 
on  bi*  motion  Tor  a  pavenenl  fiom  tha  Cap* 

itol  to  Gtotgttown  ....  179 
on  tba  Uai«>n  Rouge  liill  -  -  .  -  SOS 
DO  Lhi!  amandiiiaot  la  tha  Apportionment 

hill 314 

on  the  Ganeral  Appiopriation  bill      -        -     397 

on  the  bill  nuking  ippioprutioni  for  mta- 

■ion>  to  [he  South  American  Stalea        -    430 

Bducalion.  ltl>.  Moriil  prcaented   reaolutieni  of 

tbt  Lcgidatnre  of  Nei*  Uanpabiretn  t*- 

Ution  to  grtnta  of  Jindi  to  tha  old  Statea 

bipurpoacaof 33 

a  bill  concerning  tha  land*  and  aalt  •pring* 
to  be  granted  to  tbe  Stats  of  Mixanri  for 
purpoaei  of,  read   .....       33 
read  a  aecond  tims,  and  referred        •        •       34 
reported  with  an  amcodnieat     ...     130 
Offered  to  a  thitd  reading  .        -        -     isi 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed  -     163 

Me.  Knight  preMn led  rciolutioniof  IheLe- 
gialatuieofRhodeUUnd  00  Ibe  autgactof      39 
Mr.  Lanman  preaenled  aimilar  reaolnttoni 

of  the  Legiilatuie  of  Connecticut  .  •  48 
Mr.  SoDtbard  pruanted  aimilar  rMolntioni 

from  tbe  Legialaiure  of  New  Jersey  S3 

Mr.  Lloyd  preaaoted  a  reaolution  in  relation 
to  appropriAtiana  of  lerritorj  far  pnipoaaa 

of 66 

Mr,  Talbot  prcMnteJ  the  resolutiona  of  the 

Lagulalnreof  KcDtuekjon  ibeaaliject  of      67 
Mr.  Van  Dyke  preaenCed  tba  reaolDliOBa  of 
tbe  Legialalnre  of  Delaware  on  th«  aame 

iUbjecl -     168 

Bdwarda.  Ninian,  of  Illinoii,  attended      -        .       83 
■peecb  of,  on  Ibe  reaolution  to  appiopritla 
land)  to  Ibe  old  State*  for  putpoa**  of 
education       ......     S48 

•peech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Banlon  on  the 

Lead  Mine  leaae* 467 

Biector*  of  President  and  Vice  Preaidant,  Mr. 
Dickeraon  aubmitted  a  rewlstion  propo- 
■ing  to  amtod  tbe  Conatitutioi)  in  rela- 
tion to,  read S8 

read  tbe  leeoDd  lioie          ....       94 
called  up,  conaidered,  and  poalfioaed          •      38 
referred  to  ■  telect  cominitle*    -        .        -     ifiQ 
reportrd  with  aa  imendmeDt     -         -         -     19? 
ordered  to  a  third  reading.                 •        .    381 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa»irrtl  ...     )8S 
Mr.  Tboina*  preaented  the  raaolotioni  of 
tbe  Legialature  of  iUinoia  coocerning  lb* 
amendment  propoaed  by  PenDiylTania  to 
the  CoBititutioa  on  tbe  lubject  of-        -      36 
ElUcDlt,  John  C.     (See  MUltr.  Jamu.) 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  auended  .        .        -       S3 
Elmalie,  Aleiandei.     (See  Cbirineo,  Samuti.') 
Erwin,  Jama*.     [Bee  MUler,  Jatma.) 
EilaTa,  Miguel,  Mr.  Walker  preeaated  Ibe  peti- 
tion 0^  rcbrred SB3 

Ewing,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Houaa  of  Rep- 
mentatiirea  for  relief  o(  read  twice  and 
oommitled     -         .....    448 
r^wrted  without  amendment    •        -        -    4M 
read  the  third  time,  and  peawd  -        -  '     -    4ftl 


Eicbaage  of  cKtain    Stock*,  a  bill  fra  the 

Hooae  of  RepnaoDtativea  aatboriHog  la, 

twice  read,  and  referred  •      -  W 

reported  without  imendmeDt   -       -      •  D 

ordered  tu  ■  third  reading  -      -  M 

read  the  tbitd  time,  and  ftmti  -  3>3 

Eiecatin  Proceeding* 4") 

Extra  Conponaation,  Mr.  Lanman  aebnllad  1 
reaolntion  granling,  to  eeitain  aficoi  tf 
the  Senate,  read  -  -        -        •       -      ■  133 
read  the  second  time,  and  erdeted  U  ikt 

third  reading *» 

read  the  third  time,  and  peawj  - 


File*,  Jame*  W.,  Mr.  Walker  piea*M*d  tbt  r*- 

tition  of,  refnred  .... 

ad>ene  report  thereon       .        .       ■ 

coacnrred  ia     -         ■         ... 

Finance,  *taDding  oomnitto*  of,  appoialad 

Findi,  laaac.  a  bill  &em  tbe  Hoaaa  of  Refn- 

acntatirea  for  relief  of,  twice  raal,  lod  n- 

reportcd  withont  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading - 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaed> 
Findlay,  William,  appointed  a  Seoatat  bf  lb 
Legialature  of  PennaylTania,  wai  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    • 
(perch  of.  Oil  tbe  bill  to  amend  the  cfa 
of  tbe  Bank  of  tbe  Unjted  Sutae  - 
remark*  0^  on  tbe  amendmenttelbe  Ap^- 

tionmeni  bill  .         -        ...  11 

■peaeb  of,  on  hi*  recdntion  to  piabitil  lb* 
importation  of  apirita    .        .       .      ■  II 
Fish,  Simeon,  Mr.  Milli  preianted  tb«  feliwii 

of,  referred    .        .         .        .       .      •    < 
Floating  Light!,    Mr.  Macon  preeeatedtkaiw- 
morial  of  a  number  of^citiicm  ofHaUt 
Carolina,  preying  the   remoTal  of,  mi 
erection  of  lightbouaea,  rafarred  ■  ^ 

Florida,  a  bill  to  eatabliib  a   Territorial  gvcn- 


reported  with  amcndmenta 

Mr.  Walker's  amendment  rejected    ■ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

relilrned'  wilb   amendmenta,   which  * 

concurred  in  .... 

a  bill  coDceming  the  commerce  and  11 

gallon  of,  read        .... 
read  tbe  second  tiaie,  and  ordered  to  stUtd 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasMd 

a  bill  to  provide  for  tbe  eolleelton  sflbailt- 

li«a  on  importe  end  tonnage  in,  read  t«ia  ° 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        •  ^ 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paased 
relurned  with  amend  menta,  whidi  wen  em- 

enrred  in       - * 

a  bill  to  raliere  Ae  peopte  of,  from  Ai  ^ 

•ratioa  of  certain  ordinance*,  read  twice. 


reported  without  amendment,  and  ordind 

to  a  third  reading  ... 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaead  - 
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Fold,  Wsnlvottb,  Mr.  HoIdim  of  Maine  pie- 

«eale<l  tba  petition  of,  letemi        -        •    307 
Porsisn  Commerce  of  Ibe  Uait«d  8t>tei,  >  let- 
ter from  the  Bacratsry  of  the  Treuur; 
trammitting  a  ■(■temeot  of  the       -        •     164 
on  motion  of  Mr.'  Otii,  five  bnadred  copies 
of  the  report  nere  ordered  to  be  printed     IGS 
Foreign  CorreBpoadenea.  {See  SecretJoumah.') 
Poreign  RelationB,  etanding  committee  an,  ap- 
pointed ......      86 

Foireat,  Joaeph,  Mr.  Rodney  preeented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  ...        -        -    376 
a  IhH  for  relief  of,  read        ■        .        •        .    406 
read  the  eecond  lime  .        .        -        -    411 

Fortificaliona,  ■  Meaaage  from  the  Prendent  on 

,      the  tubject  of 346 

Foit  Wajne,  Mr.  Noble  mbmitled  a  reaolmion 
reapecting  the  eatabliehment  of  a  land  of- 

fiMit 47 

agreed  to  -.-.-.49 

Forty-fint  Rale,  amendment  to  the  -        -        -    97S 
Fourth  Cenan*,  ■  letter  from  the  Becretar;  of 

State  concerning  the  -  -  -  .35 
a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  RepieBentali'Oa  for 

diilrlbulionof  tberaturniofthB  -  ■  39 
r«ad  the  aecond  lima,  and  referred  -  -  48 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  66 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  .  -  .  136 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paased  -        -     137 

Mr.  Otii  lobmitted  a  resolution  that  file 
haodrad  copiea  of  the  calculatioDi  [bunded 
oik  the  relarni  of  the,  be  prinied     - 

French  Voaieb.    (See  Navigalion.) 

Tijo,   Nathaniel,  Mr.  Williams  of  Miaeiiaippi 

preaented  the  petition  of,  referred   .        -     139 

committee  theraon  diicbarged    -        -        -    8B2 

FaUer,  Farley.     (See  Fott,  Jahn.) 

FnlleT,  Abijah,  Mr.  Lanman  preaented  the  pet). 

Uon  of,  referred 130 

Fuodei]  Debt,  a  bill  10  atttfaoriM  tbe  tiMabt  of 

ceMkic  oarlifiMte*  of;  nad  -  -  -  186 
read  the  woood  lime,  and  ordered  lo  a  third 

156 
160 


Gilbert,  Thiddeua,  Mr.  Mitb  prtnnled  the  pMi. 
lion  of,  referred      .        .        .        •        • 
or,  John,  and  othen,  Mr.  Findlay  presented 
the  pelican  of,  referred  .        •        -        - 
adverse  report  thereon       .        •        .        - 
Giranit,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  Reine> 
■entatlTce  for  relief  of,  twice  read  and  re- 
reported  without  amendmeut     ... 
oHered  lo  ■  third  reading 


469 


read  the  third  time,  and  pauod 
GiiUaid,  John,  of  Booth  Guolina,  alteBdad 

elected  President  jmi  tan,  of  the  Benate     . 

bis  addreis  thereupon        .... 

Oar«ed,  Joabua,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rtpre- 

■entativoe  Kithorinng  the  iaaoing  of  let< 

tera-patent  to,  read         -        .        .        . 

reed  the  aaoond  time  .        -        .        . 

report«I  withotit  amendment    .        -        . 

read  the  third  line,  and  paaeeal 
Gstling,  Jame*  tod  othen,  Mr.  Stokea  preaented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        •        ■        • 
Oaatrai^  M.  LoniaeJelB,  Mr.  Johnson ofLonia. 

lane  presented  the  petition  at,  referred  IW4 
GeoTgeUtwa,  (I>-  C.,)  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
RepreeentatiTes  to  repeal  part  of  an  act 
of  the  State  of  Uaryland  rdating  to  the 
addition  lo,  twice  read,  and  referred        -    446 

reported,  without  emendmeDt    ...    463 

the  third  reading  objected  to      -        -        -    469 

a  tnll  t»  incorporate  the  inbabitent*  oS,  read 
twica,  end  referred         ■        -        .        .    448 

reported  without  amendment    .        .        -    463 

indefioiUly  postponed        ....    460 

17ib  Con.  Ist  Sebq — 84 


Gooding,  John,  ind  James  WiHisms,  Mr.  Pink- 

ney  presented  the  petition  of,  referred     -     160 
a  bill  authorizing  the  psjment  of  a  sum  of 

money  to,  road       .....     176 

read  Iho  second  time  ....     ISO 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .     307 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .    311 

Government,  a  bill  from  Ihe  House  of  Repreeellt> 

atiies  for  support  of,  for  1B32,  twice  read, 

andrarerred 376 

Taported  with  amendmento         ■        -        -    891 
ordered  loa  third  reading  -        -        -        -    407 
read  the  third  time,  and  paned  aa  amended    406 
the   House   of  RepreseittatiTel  agreed    to 
•ome  of  the  amendment*  and  disagreed 

to  othen 418 

the  BeDBle  receded  from  some  amendments 

and  insisted  upon  other*        -  •    416 

tbe  HouK  of  ReprcsentatiTea  recede  ftnm 
their  disagreement  to  the  fourUt  and  fifth 
amend Dient,  and  insist  on  the  disagree- 

meni  to  Ihe  ninth 486 

the  Senate  recede  from  the  said  einendaeat    487 
Grant,  Jamea,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tenneaaee   pre- 
sented the  petition  of.  referred        •        -     137 
areeue,  Gardner.     (Bee  PhUipt,  WHUam.') 
Greene,  James,  A.  Co.,  Mr.  Dickereon  pieaentad 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        .        .        .    STT 
committee  thereon  discharged    ...    439 
QreeD,  Jaoies,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  Repn. 

sentatif  e»  for  reUef  of,  reed    .        .        -    449 

read  the  second  lime  .        -        .        .    Ul 

reported  without  amendment    -        •        .    469 

read  tbe  third  lime,  and  passed  -         -    461 

Qiegoij,  Lieutenant,  a  bill  to  reward,  his  ofieer* 

and  companions,  read    .        .        .        •     179 
read  the  second  time  ....     168 

Giiawold,    Chealer,   Mr.   Brown  of  Ohio  pre. 

aented  the  petition  of,  referred        .        .     367 
conmittee  thereon  diaohaiged   -        .        ■    S7S 
Gnthrie,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  R^re. 
sentatives  fbr  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre. 
aentativee  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  446 

reported  withont  amendgient     -        .        .    449 
ordered  to  •  third  reading  .        .        .        •    464 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        .        -    461 
Gwynn,  William,  a  bill  from  tbe  House  of  Rep- 

resentativea  for  the  relief  of,  read    -        -    446 
read  the  second  time  ....    461 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    468 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  .        -        -    408 


H. 


(Bmi  1 


Hampton,  Nosh  and  Jonathan. 

Jama.') 
Hancock,  Bophis.    (Bee  Dibril,  Alxira.) 
Hardeman,  Thomaa,  Mr.  Benton  preaenlad  the 
petition  of,  referred        .        -        -        . 
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Handeraon,  Francii,  uiil  famil;,  Mi.  Smillt  pre- 

wntad  the  memoriil  of,  ratemd      -        -    S34 
committe*  thereon  diac  barged    -        -        -    438 
Hendencu,  Stephen.     (See  Noll,  Willuun.) 
Henderaon,  William,  a  bill  ftom  the  Honw  of 
Rapmentaliiei  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

■nd  leferreil -    446 

reported  without  ftmendment     >        •        ■    450 
ottered  to  ■  third  reading  -        .        -        ■    4B6 
nwd  ihe  third  time,  and  paiaad  -        •        -    462 
Hickman,  Reuben  and  Fielding.     (See  Cannon, 

Jotkua.) 
HodgaoQ,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Finkne;  preiented  tbe 
petiliOD  of,  referred 
adteratf  report  thereon 
report  lecommilted    - 
Mr.  Bugglci  pieaented  lundry  docamenta 

relating  to  the  claim  of  - 
a  further  report  read 
report  reTcned,  end  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

ordered 
bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  read    - 
read  the  second  time 
ordered  to  a  Ibird  reading  - 
rcftd  Ihe  third  time,  and  paaaed 
HadgMm,  Samuel,  Mr.    Johaaon  of  Louiiiuia 
preaenUd  the  petition  of,  referred 
cAtnioiUee  thereon  diacharged    - 
Hogao,  John  B.,  Mr.  Walker  preaentad  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   - 
oommillee  diacharged     ■ 
Holden,  Richard,  a  bill  from  tbe  Houae  of  Rep- 
leaentitifea  to  autborlie   the  isaaing  of 
letters  patent  to,  read    .        .        - 
read  a  lecond  time    •        -        .        - 
reported  without  amendmeQt     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Holmea,  Daiid,  of  Miuiaiippi,  attended     - 
Holfflea,  Joho,  of  Maine,  attended    ' 

apaecb  of,  on    Mr.  johnaan'a  raaolotie 

amend  lbs  Conalitulion 
remarks  of,  on  tbe  amendment  to  the  Con- 

Btitution  respecting  electiona,  dec. 
speech  of,  on  Ihe  bill  reapeeting  officara  of 

thecaatoms I3S 

remtrkaof,  inrepIjtoMr.  VanBaren     IM,  136 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Brown,  of  LoaiiiaDa 

in  replj  to  Mr.  Pleasants 

on  a  proposed  inqnirj  concerning  militarj 

speech  of,  on  the  amendment  to  the  bill  MB- 

coming  officers  of  ths  customs 
Fentrka  of,  in  repir  to  Mr.  King,  of  New 

York 

on  the  reaolnlion  for  adjournmeiit 

on  the  MaiioD  Rouge  bill 

on  tbe  amendment  lo  Ihe  Apportionment  bill 

on   the  bill   to   authoriie  an    exchange  of 

atockii 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill 
on  the  bill  concerning  ibe  South  Ai 


Holmes,  John,  Mr.  Walker  presented  tbe  petition 

tif,  referred     -..-.. 

a  Ull  for  tbe  relief  of,  read  .        .        - 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 


read  the  third  time,  and  jramnil 


94,  IV 


Holmes,  J.  Remaen,  dt  Co.,  Mr.  Brown  of  Ohio 

preaented  the  petition  of,  refenr^d    •  •    ' 

adTsrse  report  thereon        -        -  '  •    ' 

Hook,  Joaiib,  on   motion   of  Mr.    Holme*,  of 
Maine,  the  petition  of,  waa  r^MTed 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read'         ... 
read  a  second  time    -        -         -  -  . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  - 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  -  .  - 

Hooker,  Bamael  F.,  Mr.  Mills  preaented  tbe  pe- 
tiiioa  of,  referred    •        .         -  -  . 

committee  diacharged         -  -  .  -     < 

Hones,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tenneaaee,  i^enBted 
the  memorial  of  the  Legialalue  of  thai 
Stale  prajing  eompensatioa  Sot,  loet  in 
the  Seminole  war,  referred     -  -         -  , 

Howard,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Bep- 
resentattoea  fui  i«Uef  o^  reed 
read  a  lecond  time,  and  referred  -         -    ' 

indefinitelj  postponed        -        -  -         .    ' 

Hamphrej.  Alexander  and  Sjlfcater,  Ut.  Kihc, 
of  New  York,  praaeated  the  peticioa  of, 

referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  lead        ■         -  -         -    1 

read  the  second  lime  -         •  -         -    : 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  • 


petition  o{,  referred 
adTcras  report  thereon 
concurred  in      - 


reported  with  an  amendment      -         .         .    : 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned  ... 
I. 
Illinois  and  Michigan,  Mr.  Thomaa  preeenled 
the  Tcaolalion  of  the  Le^slatarc  of  the 
former  Slate,  prajing  authority  la  eon- 
Btmct  a  can^  to  unite  the  water«  oL  i»- 
ferred 

a  bill  to  aulhoriis  tbe  Sute  of  rUinoM  to 
open  a  canal,  &e.,  read         -         -         . 

read  a  aaeoud  time,  and  refarred 

raporlad  wiili  ameodmenta        -         .  . 

ordered  to  •  third  reading  ■         -  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ... 

IllinMB.  a  bill  eonfirming  certain  cUime  u  lead 

in  the  Stale  of,  read        -        -         .  . 

read  the  second  time,  and  reforted 
Importation  of  Spirila,  Mr.  Findle;  enbtailted  a 

reaolution  to  prohibit  the        -         .         .     tH 

•S"*")  lo »js 

report  of  the  committee  (hereon 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  fortber  to  eoMintse' 
ia  force,  and  lo  perpetuate  the  act  anpplu 
mantarj  to  the  act  lo  reguleta  the  collec- 
tion of  duliea  on.  read     -        -         .  . 

read  •  second  time    -        -        -         .  . 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  -  .  .      37^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -         -  . 

Incomplete  French  and  Spanish  Tillee,  a  WU  to 
enable  the  holdera  at,  lo  landa  in  Miaa«a~ 
ri,  to  inalitnle  pioceedings  to  tij  the  va- 
lidity thereof  read  ...         . 

read  a  second  time    -        •        .         .         .     , 
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Satate  Pnctedingt  and  Dtbatti. 


Tncomjdcte    French   inJ    Spioiih  Title*,  bill 

onlered  to  ■  Ihird  Tettding  ... 

raad  th>  third  time,  and  paned  ■        ■        ■ 

Indiuit,  B  IhII  lo  (uthorize  ths  deeignatioa  of  a 

new  land  diitricl,  and  the  mtabliihment 

of  A  new  land  office  in  the  State  of,  rrad 

twice,  RDd  ordered  to  a  third  readinfc 

read  the  third  lini«,  and  pawed  - 

Indian  Aflain,  itaDdiDB  C4)i)imilt«e  an,  appointed 

Mr.  Benton  anbmitled  two  Teaalntiona,  re- 

qaeelinginfunnationof  the  Freaident  con- 

Indian  Tribea,  Mr.  Rngglea  preientad  the  peti- 
tion of  a  number  of  citiiena  of  Ohio,  pray- 
ing auch  meaasre*  ea  maj  beat  promote 
the  eiTiliiation  of  the,  reiiMTad 
Hr<  Benton  aubmitted  a  reaolution  of  inqai- 
Tj  reapecting  the  annual  approprialiona 
for  ciiilization  of  the      - 

neange  in  replj 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  regulate  trade  and 

intercoaraa  with  the,  read       ... 

read  a  aecond  time     -        .        .        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  readiag .        .        .        .    . 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  •        .        . 

InaolTent  Debton,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  R^p- 

raaentatiTca  for  relief  of  certain 
read  twice,  and  referred      .        .        -        .    . 
reported  without  amendmMit    - 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     ' 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paned 
Invalid  Penaioneii,  a  bill  from  the  Honaa  of  Rep. 

raienlatiTe*  concerning,  read 
read  a  lecond  time,  refcrrsd,  and  reported 

witboDl  ameodment        .        .        .        .    < 
laJand  of  New  Orleani,  a  bill  aapplemenlai;  to 

the  act*  for  adjaating  cinima  to  land,  and 

eatabliihing  laod  officea  in  ihe  diiliicti 

of  the,  read,  and  ordered   to  a  aecond 


nad  the  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  wtlb  amendmenta        ... 
amendmanta  agreed  to      -        •        •        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  Iha  third  time,  and  paaied 
tetnrned  from  the  Hoaie  of  Repreeentatliei 
with  amendmenta,  which  were  eoncarred 


Jannej,  Joaeph,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Pleaaanta  the 
petition  of,  waa  called  ap  and  referred     - 

•dTeraa  report  thereon        .... 
Jervia,  Jane.     (Baa  Dill,  EUta.) 
Johnaoa,  Richard  M.,  of  Kentni^y,  attended    - 

remark*  of^  on  hie  rcaolntion  (or  amend- 
ment of  the  CotutitatioB       .        .        - 

on  the  Po«t  Office  cnrraney       ... 

^eech  of,  on  hi*  reaolntion  concerning  ad- 
miralty jniiadictioD         .... 

apeach  of,  on  the  rsMlnlion  for  redaction  of 
Ihe  eompenaatiaa  of  membera  of  Con- 
gro^^Ac- 

nmaika  ol^  on  the  Cumbnland  Road  bill  67,  : 

<m  a  cotain  nilitarj  road  ... 

•p«ech  of,  OD  hia  reaolation  to  amend  the 
ConatitDtion  ..... 


Johnaon,  Richard  M> — cootinned.  Fag*. 
remaik*  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Admi- 
ralty juriadielion 197 

on  the  Apportionment  bill  -        -    SOB,  311 

on  the  reaolution  for  adjonmmenl      -    871,  974 
on  the  indefinite  poatponement  of  the  bill 

for  the  benefit  of  George  Shannon 
apeech  of,  on  Ibe  Factory  Syatem 
remark*  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation 


bill 


Johnaon,  Henry,  of  Louiaiana,  attended  - 

apeech  of,  on  hia  reaolution  reapecting 

anpprcsion  of  piney     -        -        . 

remark*  of,  on  Ihe  Maiaoa  Roage  bill 

on  hi*  reaolution  of  inquiry  into  the  bilare 

of  the  New  Orlranamaila 
ipeech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Benio 
Factory  Syttem    - 
Johnaon,  Henry,  Mr.  Ruggle*  preaented  Ihe  pe- 
tition 0^  telerred   -        .        -        .        . 
Johuke,  Trapmau  A  Co.,  Mr.  Bmilh  preaented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repreeentattvea  fbr 

the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    ■ 
Jonea,  Henry  J.,  Mr.  Smith  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ... 
adreraa  report  thereon 
concurred  in     .        -        -        - 
Jonea,  William  C,  Mr.  Uolmea  of  Miadaiippi 
preaented  the  petition  of,  referred    - 
the   committee   thereon   aaked  to  be    dii- 
charged   .      -        •        -        - 


9W 


on  motion  of  Mr.  Thomaa  thisTote  wa*  re- 
conaidered,  and  Ihe  caee  laid  on  the  table 

nnhTorable  report  thereon  agreed  to 
Journale  of  the  Senate,  Hr.  Smith  inbmitted  a 
reaolution  tonceming  the  di*lribation  ot 


die 


Jodiciary,  atanding  committee  on  the,  appointed       36 
K. 

KeunedT,  Anlbooy,  a  bill  from  the  Hoa*a  ofRa- 
preeenlatiTra  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
and  committed       -----    447 
reported  wilbont  amendment     -        .        .    400 
ordered  le  a  third  reading  ...        -    4M 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  -        .        •    4SS 
Keiahaw  Dialrict,  (S.  C;  the  Secretary  of  Stale 

tranamitled  the  retuma  of  the  Cenafla  of    lU 
King,  Rofna,  of  New  Votk,  atteBded        -        -        9 
lilt  the  relief  of 


on  hi*  reaolation  for  reviaing  the  Rule*  and 

Order* 

oa  the  Cnmberknd  Read  bill     -        -        -     : 
on  the  bill  eoneemingofficeraof  the  oiatonu 
on  Hr.  Banton'a  reeolntion  rcapectiof  loui- 
aiana land  tillea 

on  the  Apportionment  bill         -        -        •    ! 
apeech  of,  on  the  amendment  to  aaid  bill    - 
remarka  of,  on  the  aame    -        -        .        -    ' 
on  the  lOKiluliDu  Ibr  adjnnmaieut 
on  the  bill  anlhormng  a  new  land  diaukt 
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INDEX. 


n  bM  imendaicnt  to  ibe  bill  in  idditiMi  to 


oa  the  CambnUnd  Road  bill     •                 •  443 

Kins,  William  B^  of  Atabitna,  sttiniled        •  33 

rcD»rk>  of,  on  tliB  Apportionment  bill,  S07,  308, 

an 

KIdm;,  Edwird,  tTid  Wm,  Smiley,  Mr.  Fiodliy 

prcMDted  tha  pttitioa  of,  refeirvd  -        -  ITS 

Ml*ene  raport  (hereon        ....  igs 

•  bill  from  the  HoDee  of  RepreuntatiTee  for 

relief  of,  twice  read  and  referred     -        -  446 

Mp«rted  withont  MMndment    ...  4fi0 

the  third  readins  Qegattred        -        .        .  iS9 

Knigbt,  Nehemiab,  of  Rhode  Iiland,  attended  -  0 

remarka  of,  oo  hia  reacdutiaii  fin  Todnction 

of  the  oompematioii  of  membm  of  Con- 

fren,  A,e,      ......  E6 

W  the  Appoitionment  bill          ...  |0C 


Iacjt,  Daniel,  Mr.  Sonthard  precentcd  the  p«tj. 
tion  of  Amoa  Potter  and  other*  in  beball 

of,  referred 107 

committee  llHrean  diKharged  ... 

Lend  Office,  a  bill  to  ecUbliih  an  oddUioDal,  in 

the  Slate  of  niinoii,  read       ... 

read  the  leconii  time         .... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ... 

Lane,  Henry,  Mi-Barton communicBleda  tetter 

from,  aod  otbera,  in  faTOr  of  the  lala  of 

certain  public  landa  in  Pike  county,  Uia- 

■oari,  referred        ..... 

tanaan,  Jitne*,  of  Connecticut,  attended 

remartii  of,  on  the  leaolation  for  redaction 

of  eompenaaUoB  of  oiembera  of  CoD(Taaa 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Ebeneter  8teTeii*    - 

0  unendment  to  the  Apportionment 


igreed  (o,  and  the  committee  appainlsd    -    I 

Lighthoueea,  meaage  endoeiiig  a  Mpoit  sf  llw 

eommiaaionarafipMBledgndeTihtaaaa- 

thoiixing  the  erection  of        ... 

MiMof  tlwnniaberof  Me«li«n,)b.Bw 


tnU 
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Lumaaa,  Paul,  and  F.  Bully  Blanctiard,  on 

Ikw  of  Mi.  Johnaon  of  Lauiatanajtbe 

mortal  of,  waa  retened  ... 

■dTone  report  thereon       ... 

laoonmitted 

tqectioa  recommended     ... 
Ludie,  Franfoia,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Loai«i*n*  pr«- 

-aanlcd  tike  petition  e(  rsbrred 
Ijambee,  Joltn  8.,  and  othoM,  Mr.  Seymour  pre- 
aenied  the  petition  ef,  teftrred 
adTorie  renort  thereon 

nibmitled  a  rcaoluliou 


Lead  Mine*,  Mr.  Benton 

relating  lo  leaaea  ot  -  -  - 
agreed  to,  and  the  rcaolntion  referred 

Piaaident  ..... 
Ueaaage  from  the  Pretident  with  the  infoi' 


dfor 


L««,  Henry,  a  bill  f^om  the  Hoaaa  of  Rcpieaeni- 
ative*  for  relief  of,  ie«d 
read  the  eecond  time,  and  r^ned     ■ 
reported  without  amendment    - 
indefinitely  poitponed 
vote  raconndered,  and  the  bill  re»d  a  third 
time,  and  paiied    .... 
Lawia,  Jonah.     (Bee  Brittenc,  Jamtt.) 
Lewie,  Edwin,  Mr.  Walker  praaented  the  p«ti' 


read  the  aeeond  time         -        .       .      .    ; 

indefinitely  postponed        .        .       .      .  t 
LiiingaiaD,  Jamea,  Mr.  NoUe  piaaealed  ihtfe- 

titioo  of,  rclerred  -         -        ...  I 
Lkyd,  Edward,  of  Maryland,  attended     .      .    SI    I 

lUBarki  of,  on  the  propoead  amtndBDenl  M  I 

the  Conatitntian  Tcapeclinf  etecton,  ke.   Itt    I 

on  the  Apportionment  bin        .       .      .  m 

on  the  reealDtion  for  adjoDrnmenl    -      -  171    i 

on  tho  General  Aj^iroprialion  bill     -      ■  W 
Location  of  ichool  landa  in  Indiana,  a  iill  Am  ! 

the  Houee  of  RepreeentatiTOi  anthorisDf, 
read  twice,  and  r^tred        -       -      ■  Ui    . 

reported  withont  amendment    -       -      -  4tl 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ■       -      '  ^ 

read  the  third  time,  atid  paaaed        •      ■  Ul   ' 
Localione  and  lalaa  of  siiUie  Unda,  a  kill  U  p- 

bctcertain,  ik  mieeoaii,  read  '  '^    I 

read  the  eecond  tine         -        .      .      ■  R>   | 

ordered  to  a  ttiitd  reading  .      .  XI 

read  a  third  time,  and  paMcd  •       .      ■  Xi 
Longitade  of  tlie  Capitol,  a  menage  cetWict  I 

j*«ofthe 0 

Loniiiana  Land  Titlea,  Mr.  Benton  eubeutted  i  ' 

reeohltion  reepecting       -        .       -         M 
Louiiiana,  a  bill  for  the  better  organintbomftbt 

diatrictconrtaofibaUoitedSUIeewiAiD  __ 
the  State  of,  read  . 

read  a  aeeond  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    - 

oidered  to  ■  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  ptaaed 
Lowrie,  Waller,  uf  Peiunylvania,  atli 

remai-ka  of,  on  the  raaolntion  lot  tedoctin 
of  the  compeneelion  of  mambere  of  Can- 
grew,  Ac. 

on  the  propoacd  amendment  lo  the  CoMU- 
tution  reepecting  electon,  dec 

en  the  Cumberland  Road  bill    . 

on  the  bill  reapecbng  olficen  of  Ike  ou- 


■peedt  o^  on  hi*  bill  to  veet  m  (he  Blata, 
re^>ecli*«lT,  the  ^ht  <rftha  United  Stria 

to  all  militia  inee >' 

Temarha  of,  on  Mr.  Benton'*  naohlian- 

fpecling  the  Ijooiaiana  land  lillai  -      -   '' 
itn  the  Appoitiomnent  bill  -    ^<^ 

oa  Ht.  Benton '■  reaolntion  conoanioi  lh> 

Society  of  United  Brethren    -       -      -  * 
on  the  reaolnlion  for  adjowMBaBl  ■  ' 

apeech  of,  on  the  Factsiy  Syetem     -       '  ' 
rewarki  of,  on  the  1^  respcetinf  ih*  nt« 

land  diilrict*,  Ac,  in  Indiaiie  '  ' 

on  the  General  Appropriaticm  ball  *  * 

apeech  of,  on   the  bill  coi 


IS 
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ItUeomb,  WillUm,*biIl  from  Iha  Hoiuaof  Rap- 
TCMDtiliTM  for  ralicf  of  Jtattt  Mi;  and 
the  Isgal  reprcwDUtiTM  ot,  rsad 
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leportad  witiiaDt  uDBodmaat    ...  381 

orMrad  to  ■  third  reiidiiiE        •                 -  4SS 

rvad  the  tfaitd  tine,  and  paaaed        •        -  4H 

HacoD,  Nathaaial,  of  Nonb  CaniiiM,  attaodad  9 
ramaika  i>f,  on  the  laaolntioa  lot  r*dnMioB 

of  thg  compsniatioa  of  mambeTa  of  Otm- 

greai,  tc,     ---..-  67 

oa  the  Combatland  Road  bill  -  -  -  G8 
OD  the  b^  MncanuDg  officcia  of  ttta  out- 

(oma     - 136,149 

on  a  nanlutioD  of  ioquky  canMtniDg  a  mil- 

itarj  io»d      ....-,  166 

on  the  Hftiion  Rouge  bill  -        -        -        -  SOS 

on  the  TefolalioD  for  adjoarnmeiit  •  •  S7S 
.    on  the  bill  to  aattwiiis  an  eicbaoge  of  ear< 


Maddox,  William  R.,  a  bill  tram  the  Hooae  of 
Raprnentatiiei  for  relief  of,  retil  -        •    < 
raad  a  lecond  tkne    --•... 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  •        -    ' 

read  the  third  time,  and  puaad 
Hail  RoBta,  boat  SsTaDDah  to  Augaita,  Mr,  El- 
liott   preaanlad  a  petition   prajiBg  that 
the,  maj  not  be  altered,  referrM     - 
Hail  Route*,  Mr.  Johnaon,  o(  Louiiiana,  aab- 
mittaj  a  reaolatioa  for  eatabliibint  '"' 


Hniaon  Ronse,  a  bill  coBCarninK  the  title  of  the 
Morqnia,  lie.,  read  -        -        • 

read  a  Booond  time,  and  referred 
reported,  and  recommitted  nitb  ioittoMiona 
reported  with  an  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
recommiiud      ---... 
again  ordered  to  a  tbuil  leadiDg 
read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  -        .        . 
Uanebeatar,  David,  Mr.  Barton  proaeatad  the 
patition  <rf',  raferred        -         .        .        . 
Hanufacturing  Eitabliahmenti,  dtc,  Mr.  Bng- 
gle*  aubmilted  a  reaolation  reqneating  the 
Secralor;  of  State  to  trananit  to  the  Sen< 
ate  the  retuma  of,  u  taken  by  the  mu-^ 
ahala  under  the  late  cenaoa  act 
agreed  to  - 

report  of  the  Secretery  of  Slate  in  reply      - 
a  reaolntion  from  the  Houae  of  Repreaanta- 
tiTfl*  for  elaan^ing  and  printing  the  ra- 
toriMof  the  MTeral,  read 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paved 
Marine  Hoapilal,  Mr.  Johnion  aobmittad  areao- 
lation  of  inquiry  reipeeUng  the  expedi- 
ency of  building  a,  at  or  near  Naw  Or- 


agreed  to 

Mwlin,  John.     C^ee  WaJker,  Samuel.} 

Maryland  and  Oeoigia,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 

RepreaenlatiTe*  to  reTive  and  continoe  in 

force  the  act  declaring  the  aatentof  Con- 

greaa    to  certain  acta  of  the  fitatsa  of. 


ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  Uu  tiiird  tine,  and  paaaed 
Haaon,  A.,  and  othen,  Hr.  Chandler  preeenlad 

the  petition  ol,  referred 
Uataon,  Riohard,  a  bill  liir  relief  of;  reai 


reported  irith  an 
ordeiwd  to  a  Uiitd  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  . 
Miltiaon,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
e«Dtati*ea  for  the  relief  o^  twioe  read, 
and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
Meebanice'  Bonkof  Alexandria,  a  bill  from  the 
Houae  of  RepreHnlatiiee.  to  extend  tb* 
charter  of  the,  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
indefiaitety  poatpoaad 
Meek,  WiUiMn  E.,  a  biU  frou  the  Hooae  of 
RepeaentatiTe*  for  the  relief  a(   read 
twice,  and  referred 
reputed  without  amendment    • 
ordered  to  ■  third  reading 
read  the  tliird  time,  and  paaaad 
Heiga,  Return  J.,  Mr.  Williama  of 
preaeuted  the  petition  of,  refer 
committee  thereon  diacbarged    - 
Maker,  and  Brown,  and  othera,  Hr.  King  of  Ala- 
bama preaented  the  petilioB  of,  rrierred 
Mellen,  Feg^,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Repre- 
aentatiTCB  for  the  relief  of^  twice  tead,  vtd 

reported  without  amendment     -        .        . 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 


Mr>  Knight  preaanted  the  pelitiim  o^  n 

faned    --.-.--  nou 
MarriL,  Daniel,  Mr.  Hobnes  of  Maine  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred           -        -        -  XI 

nnferorable  report  thereon         -        -        -  10 
concurred  in      ------44 

Meeaage,  the  PreMdent'a annual        -                 -  II 
Ihna  ibonaandoopiea  ordered  to  be  printed  SI 
reference  of  the,  to  appropriate  cotnmitteea  41 
Military   Afiira,  atanding   committee  on,  ap- 
pointed            26 

MUitaiy  Peace  EaUUiahment,  a  IhU  Aaa  ths 

Houae  of  Rcpreaeatati*ee  to  repeal  the  . 
14th  section  of  tfaa  act  to  rednea  and  fix 

the.reiJ MT 

read  the  aecond  time         ....  807 

ordered  to  a  tUrd  reading           .        -        -  380 

read  the  third  time,  and  peaaed           •  389 
appointments,  promotiona,  &«.,  under  the 

act  filing  the 470 

Mihtary  Boad,  Hr.  Johnson,  of  KenUiahy,  *nl^ 

mitted  a  reaolnlion  eancaroing  a    -        -  SO 
agreed  to          ......84 

Mr.  Chandler  aubmittad  a  (imilMttaolulion  \t9 


Hilitaiy  Serrice,  a  bill  fiom  (he  Bonae  of  Rn. 
reaentatiTea  making  appr^riationa  fer  t&e 
year  1633  and  towards  Iha  serrice  of  1S38, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ... 
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SemUt  Pnctedinffi  tmd  Debata. 


MiliUiy  BorricM — coatiiiaei].  Ptgn. 

bill  raportad  vitiioat  uaandmeiit  -    ST9 

TBid  UM  thiid  time,  ind  puaed  •         -        -    SB3 
a  bill  froni  tfaa  Honia  of  Baprgaaatativw 
nuking   fnclhcr   iwopnatioiw   far    th>, 
nkd  twice,  uid  rabiTM  ...    UB 

nmd  the  third  line.  Mid  puiad,  with  uocnd- 

nonl 4W 

the  Botua  of  RepracntaliTea  dlMgreed  to 
lh«  unendinciit,  u)d  the  Sanste  tflceded    460 
Militia,  aUndiiiK  eommittee  on  the,  appointed  •       SB 
Militia  Claim*,  Mr.  Elliott  mbmilted  a  raaolntioD 

coDMming  the  aettlraiaDt  of  the  Georgia    X48 


read  the  lecond  time,  and  rafprred      •        •     ] 

repoitad  withoot  amenduMit     -        -        -     1 

amended  ao  ai  to  runit  il  to  FennajWuiia, 
and  oidersd  to  a  third  reading        -        -    i 

retanied  from  the  Hooie  of  Rei^Baanlati*ea, 
with  an  amendment,  which  waa  ooncur- 

redin < 

Mltlar,  Jamei,  John  C.  Elliott,  Noth  Hampton, 
Jamea  Erwin,  and  Jonathan  Hampton,  a 
tnll  from  the  Uonae  of  Repreaentatiie*  fn 
the  relief  of,  read < 

laad  the  aecond  time,  and  referred    -        -    4 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -    < 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned 
Milla,  Elijah  H.,  of  Maaaachnaelti^  attended 

lemarka  of|  on  the  Apportionment  bill        -    '. 
Mint,  a  letter  from  the  8ecr«t«rr  of  the  Tteaa- 
nr;  with  a  report  Irom  the  Director  of 
the 

a  Heaaage  from  the  Present  tnnaniilling 
a  report  of  the  eperationi  of  the      - 
UiaNMtipi.     (See  nruptr  eail.) 

a  ull  from  the  Honae  of  Reprcientati*e*  to 
alter  the  timei  Tor  holdbg  the  court*  in 
the  diatrict  of,  read  twiea,  and  referred    -    1 

reported  witbont  amendment     -        •        -    : 

ordered  to  *  third  reading  -        -        ■        .    ' 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        •        •    ' 

Hiaaonri,  a  bill  from  the  Uonae  of  Repreaenta- 

ttTaa  to  provide  lor  the  due  eiecatioD  of 

the  law*  of  the  United  State*  within  the 

State  of         

read  the  &i*t  time     -        ~        -        -        ~ 

read  the  aecond  time,  and  tefiirrad 

ordered  to  a  iliird  ri 

read  the  third  time, 
Milebelt,  Aiulrow,  Mr.  Fintlli 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        ■        . 

a  bill  f<>r  relief  of,  read      -        ■        -        . 

read  the  aecond  time  -        -        .        . 

or^red  to  a  ttiiid  reading  -        -    ■    • 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        .        . 

Mobile,  Mr.  Walker  preaentsd  the  memoriaJ  of 

the  Major,  &c>,  of,  rafened   -        .        • 

a  l>ill  granting  certain  lot*  of  ground  in,  to 
the  Major,  die.,  read     .        ■        ■        . 

read  the  aecond  time         ■         -        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -    . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        - 

a  trill  from  tiie  Houie  of  RepreientatirM 
confirming  daimi  to  lot*  in,  read   •        -     ' 


Hobi  le-^oiitiBiied. 

bill  read  the  aecond  lime  - 
oi^ered  to  a  third  nading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 
Honett,  Samnal,    Mr.   Holme*  of   1 

preaented  the  petition  of,  refcrred   - 
adTerae  report  ttureon       .        .        -  -     ' 

Monaanlo,  Manuel  and  laaac,  a  bill  far  relief  of 
tlia  legal  repreecntatire*  of;  read    - 
read  the  aecond  time         .        .         .         - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading-        ... 
read  tha  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -         - 
Montgomery,   Alexander,-  on    motion    ot  Mr. 
Holmes,  of  Miniaippi,  the  pedlioD  «f 
the  legal  repreaentatiTee  of,  waa  leAned 
•  bill  for  relief  of  the  heir*  of,  read     - 
read  the  aecond  time  .... 

recommitted     ....--: 
reported  with  amendinent  -        -        -         •    ; 
oiderod  to  a  third  reading  •        .        -         -    : 
read  tb*  third  time,  and  pa**ed  •        -         -    i 
Moody,  John  B.  and  Samuel,  a  bill  bom  lb« 
Honae  of  BepreeentattTe*  for  nHef  al, 
read  twice,  and  referred  •        -         -    * 

reported  without  amendment     -        -         -    H 
indefinitel;  poatpoaed        .        .        .         .     < 
Moore,  AUired,  and  Btarling  Orgain,  Hr.  Wklker 
preaented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
adverse  report  thereon       .       -       -       -    i 
Morril,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampahire,  atlonded 

remarka  of,  on  the  Cordage  bill  -  -  •  S 
Morriaon,  Jame*,  a  bill  for  relief  af|  read  -  -  3 
reed  the  aecond  time,  and  referred  -  -  i 
reported  without  amendment  -  '  -  3 
recommitted  with  inatruction*  -  -  -  i 
■pedal  report  of  the  ^l*  -  -  -  -  i 
Mulfbrd,  Clarence,  Mr.  Johnion  of  Lonlaiana 

pre*ented  the  petition  of,  relerred  -         -    S 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -         -    ) 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •    i 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaied-        -         -    4 
Hnllet,  Thomas,  Mr.  Morril  preaented  Iha  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .        -        -         .        . 
Hnrphv,  Greenbury  H.,  a  bill  for  relief  of  tbe 

legal  repreeentative*  of,  read  •        •         -     ! 

read  the  aecond  lima  ...         .J 

ordered  to  a  third  reading-        -         -         -     ! 

Tf  ad  tlie  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 

Hu*e,  Lawrence,  Mr.  Pleaaant*  p 

petition  of,  referred        .        -        .         . 

iBTorable  report  thereon     -        -        -         . 

Mnuj,  Amoa,  and  Benjamin  White,  a  bill  fiotn 

the  Hod**  of  BepreeenUtiTe*  to  rsloMe 

from  impriaonment,  read  twice,  and  ra- 

ferred    

reported  without  amendment     >        -         - 

MeBride,  Jamei,  and  other*,  Mr.  Noble  preaant- 

ed  the  memorial  of,  refarred  -        -         - 

McC^ty,   Edward,  a  bill  from  the   Bouaa    of 

BepreuntatJTea  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred  -         ■  - 

reported  without  amendment 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading  - 

read  tlie  third  time,  and  paaaed  - 

UcDonougb,  Captain  Thomaa,  a  bil 

Houao  of  Repreaentative*  to 

dutiee  on  a  aword  to  '^ 


read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
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bill  reported  without  ■mcndinent 
onlarad  to  k  third  THJiiig  .  .         .         ■ 

HcFulind,  Jimn.  a  bill  from  the  BotiM   of 
8«prM«DUti>eB  for  reliaf  of,  re(d  - 
rttd  a  aecond  time,  ud  referred 


nnrted  v 
ordered  to  I 


dered  to  a  tliird  reading  -        .        -        ■ 

read  the  third  tine,  and  paHOd .        ■        - 

McKay,  Sarah,  Mr.  Johnioa  at  KaDtsck;  pre- 

tented  tlio  petition  of,  nferred 

committee  ihereon  diecharged    -        .        . 

McKsnnaj,  Tbomai  L^  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Loniii- 

ana  laid  belbie  Ibe  Sanato  ■  commimi* 


aaking-  for  a  committee  of  ioTeatisation, 

McNair,  Matthew,  Hr.  Van  Baren  preaeDted 
the  patition  of,  referred  - 
a  bill  bt  the  relief  of,  read 
leid  a  aecond  time    -        .        ■        . 
ordered  te  a  third  readins 
read  the  third  lime,  and  puMd  - 


Natcbei  HoepiUl,  *d  act  of  (he  Legiilatore  of 
Miaaiaeippi  reapecting  the,  to  which  the 
aaienl  of  ConEren  i*  aaked,  referreil       -     190 
Mr,  Holmea  aubmitted  a  document  relatinf 

to  the,  referred      -         -        -        .        .    4q% 
adTerae  report  thereon       -         -        .        .    416 
report  thereon  rgected       -        .        .        .    440 
National  IndaatT^,  Mr.  Van  Buren  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  AmericBo   Sodetj 
for  the  promotion  of,  Ac,  referred  •        -     130 
TfaTal  Afliin,  atanding  committee  on,  appointed      36 
Naial  Fraternal  Aiaociation,  Mr.  Pleaaauta  pre- 
■ented  the  peUtion  of  sundry  officera  of 
the  Navy  and  Marine  Corp*  praying  an 
actof  incorporation  for  the,  referred        •     IS6 
committee  discharged        .        .        -        .    44s 
Naval  PeniioD  Fnnd,  report  of  the  Commiaaion- 

en  of  the      -        -        -  -        -       63 

Naval    R«giiter,  the    SecreUry   of  the  Navy 

tranamitted  a  copy  of,  foreach  member  -       fiS 
Naval  Berrioe,  report  of  the  Secretary  reapect- 
ing  ■  reviaion  of  the  mlea  and  regnletjona 

for  the,  referred 38 

committee  Ihereon  diacharged    •        •        -    445 
NaTJgatioD,   Mr.  Lloyd  anbrnitted  *  rcMlatioa 
reipectiag   the  expediency  of  removing 
the  realricliona  on  oar  commerce  impoaed 
by  the  act  concerning     -        ■  '      •        -    334 

agreed  to  - 241 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act   concemingt 

read  twice,  and  referred  ...    434 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  .  485 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed .  -  -  440 
returned  with  an  amendment  -  -  -  446 
amendment  concurred  in   '  •         -         -     447 

Navy,  a  bill  from  the  Hoaae  of  Sepreaentttives 
making  partial  appropriations  for  snpport 
of  the,  read  mice,  and  referred       -        -     187 
reported  without  amendment  •        -     194 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  -  •    301 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Maine,  iDbmitled  a  reaclii' 
lion  requeiting  the  Preaidenl  to  esuas  to 
be  reported  Iha  names  and  number  of  the 
otfcers  and  men  belonging  to  the  -        -     S79 


was   reqaeated  to  commttnieate    to   the 
Senate  certain  information  in  regard  to  the    370 
B  bill  from  the  Bonae  of  Repreeeotativee  Ibt 
aupport  of  the,  for  the  year  I81S,  reed 
twice,  and  referred         ....     377 
reported  with  an  amendment    -         -        .    397 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...    416 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ment      416 

Navy  Agents,  Mr.  Knight  submitted  ■  reeoln- 
tion  for  inquiring  into  the  rate  and 
amount  per  snnam  of  the  commisaions 
or  compensRlion  of,  and  alao  into  their 
mode  of  furoiabing  the  Navy  with  sup* 

pliee 41 

agreed  to 4i 

the  committee  ihereon  discharged       .        .    44ft 
New  JerseTi  a  bill  to  alter  the  times  and  place* 

of  holding  the  district  coarta  in,  read  .  SII 
read  the  tecond  time,  and  referred  .  -  310 
reported  without  amendment  ...  S89 
ordered  to  s  third  reading  ...    439 

read  the  third  Uioa,  and  passed  ...    433 
New  Madrid,  Mr.  Bartoa  submilted  ■  reeolntion 
of  inquiry  respecting  titles  to  laods  loc^ 
ted  by  virtue  of  warrants  iaaued  noder  the 
act  for  relief  of  the  inhabilante  of    -        .     143 


New  Orleans,  Mr.  Johnion,  of  Louisiana,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  Mayor,  At.,  di 
praying  the  grant  of  a  lot  for  a  market, 
referred  ...... 

read  the  aecond  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

adveree  report  thereon       .... 

New  Orleans  aad  Mobile,  a  iM  lapplemontary 

to  the  act  authoriiing  lbs  disposal  of  cer- 

tain  lots  in,  read    .... 

read  the  aecond  time 

read  the  third  time,vtd  paseed  - 

returned  with  an  amendment    . 

amendment  disagreed  to    . 

New  Orleans  Mails,  Mr.  Jobnion,  of  Lont 

nibmitled  aresolDtionofiDqnirycoi 

ing  the  frequent  failures  of  the  , 


Newapapera,  the  niual  order  for  the  supply  of 

New  ¥0^  a  bill  horn  the  Houee  of  Rep«s«nt- 

stivss  anthotiiing  the  reconveyance  of  a 

tract  of  land  to  the  city  of      -        -        . 

read  the  fint  time,  and  ordered  la  a  second 

read  llie  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Noble,  JBnes,  of  Indisns,  attended   - 

remarks  ol,  on  the  bill  granting  a  eectioD  of 
land  to  George  Shannon 
North  Carolina,  a  message  in  relation  to  die  al 
vey  of  (be'coast  of,  read,  end  referred 
committee  discharged        .        .        - 
Norway,  a  Mesiige  from  the  PreMdent  reco 

mending  certain  reciprocel  proviaiooa  for 
the  trade  with,  read,  and  referred    . 
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read  lh«  ibird  lime,  ind  pined  - 
0. 
Odiin,  S&mncl,  Mr.  Cbtndler  piuenled  Ihe  pe- 
tition of,  referml   .  -         .         .         - 
■Ofllccn  of  the  Cuitoma,  Mr.  Holmea,  of  Hiine, 
■ubmirted  a  leiolulian  direcliog  [he  Bec- 
(atsi;  of  theTcciiury  to  report  tbe  nam  eg 
and  compenMlloD  of  pciaoDi  rmplojeti  bj, 
■ince  the  yeai  1816 


letter  of  the  Steit\t,Tj  in  reply  . 

■a  bill  further  to  etiabliih  the  compeneaUon 

of,  read  mice,  md  referred  - 
reeomtailled  .  -  .  . 
nportad  with  imendmenli,  and  oideied  to 

B  third  reading       .... 
nad  the  third  time,  and  piiaed  - 
Taturned  with  amendmenti 
unendmenti  eonenrrcil  in 
Oldfietd,   John  J,  C,  Mr.  Eaton  prtaented 
petition  oi;  referred 
adTetae  report  thereon 

coocurred  in 

Oivain,  Sterling.     (Bee  Uaore,  Alfred.) 
Oebome,  NoUe,  Mr.  Hoimea  preeented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 

a  bill  granting  e  right  of  pie>emption  to 

William  Doike  and,  read 
read  tbe  aecond  time  -        .        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        . 
read  Ilia  third  time,  and  paued  - 
Otil,  H.  Oiay,  of  Mauachuwtta,  itlendad 

lamarka  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  compel 

lation  of  membera  of  Cangreaa,  dec. 
■peech  of,   on  Mr.  Johnaon'*  remlntion  i 

amend  Ihe  Conalitution 
ranarki  of,  on  the  Cumberland  Roid  bill 
on  the  bill  leapectlng  offieen  of  tbe  cnilon 
on  nferring  the  Apportionment  bill   - 
on  tho  bill  (or   preierration  of  timber   I 

Florid. 

on  tbe  amendment  to  the  ApportionrntDt 


bill 


SIS 


le  fbaolntion  for  adjournment 
on  Ihe  Cordage  bill  ... 
Ottanaa,  Potto watlamica,   dec.,  ■  bill  &om  the 
Hoou  of  RepreaentatiTon  to  proiida  an- 
nuiliea  for  the,  leaJ  twice,  and  referred  -    446 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 460 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -         -    463 

ODrien,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  Rap- 
reaentativet,  explanRlory  of  the   act  %u- 
Ihoriiing  a  aettlement  of  the  accounta  of    438 
read  twice,  and  referred      .        .        -        .    431 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    MS 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  •        -    44S 

P. 
Palmer,  Williom  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended         •        9 
Paiker,  John,  Mr.  Lanmaii  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        •  -        -     HO 


of,  raferred    -  .       .      .  i]j 

PaMangara,  letter  from  tha  Secretatj  of  Stilt 
with  a  ata  tedioDt  of  the  nnaktr  e(  anind 
in  tbe  United  Stale*  during  tht  ;ut  jhi  lit 
Panment  from  Ihe  Capti«l  loOaGft«raa,H 
motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  CanndUM  at 
the  Diatrict  of  ColomUa  waia  isMracta] 
to  report  a  bill  lot  nakiBg  a  -  .   lli 

a  bill  for  that  poipoaa  nportad  aid  nd   -  I3S 

read  a  aaeoad  tiaa hi 

Pearl  Ri>ar,  Mr.  Holnwof  MiMMftiiateiUl 
a  reeelBtiontainqnirB  into  the  eipeJenj 
eS  making  a  donation  o(  laadi  )]Fag  Dpn 
the  watsra  of ,  to  aid  in  opening  nd  ib- 
pro*lng  the  natigaljon  of      -       -      -  Hi 

agmadto MD 

a  UU  eooGnning  granta  to  Iwda  !•  lb  fc 
tricl  weal  o(  read  twice,  ni  ntmni    ■  4U 
Pellett,  John,  a  Lilt  from  the  Hon*e  of  Sajffaa' 

UtiTeafarreliefof,readlwice,aiidnbrc4  «7 
reported  nilhaul  imendmeDt 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  Ihe  third  lima,  and  paH« 
Pendatgraaa,  Thomaa,  a  bill  for  relief  at,  mi 
twice,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendment 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
lead  the  third  time,  and  pawed 
PennsylTania  Bocielj  for  ihe  ^anotiaa  ef  Sbn- 
nfa«tUTta,  Mt.  Lowiie  preaeatadtUm- 
moriil  of  the,  referred     - 
committee  thereon  diecharged 
Fantion  Agent  at  tha  Bank  of  VincenHi,^' 
Noble   (obmittad  ■   reaolatiMi  diiMi^ 
the  Sceralar;  ofWar  to  rraott  to  tbe  Ba- 
ale  tha  amonnt  of  mana;  finniihed  to  lb    ^ 
agreed  to  -  -         .        -       .      -  lU 

report  of  tbe  Secretary  in  reply         -      ■  lit 
Peniiona,  (landing  commiltaa  on,  appairtad    •    ^ 
Penjaburg  and  Croghanirille,  ■  bill  ftOB  lb 
Bouae  of  BepreaanlatiTaa  vaating  ia  du 
eommiwioniio'or  Wood  and  SudNkj 
coontiea  tha  right  to  certain  leia  iniht 
town!  of,  read  twice,  and  ra&aiad  -      -  *^ 
reported  without  amendment     -       -      •  IH 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -       .      -  ICl 
Petaraan,  Samuel,  and  Uanaab.    (Sea  IVatttr, 

SamueL) 
Pettipoel  Joiaph,  ■  bill  for  the  rrii^  of  tht  am- 

lie*  0^  read «5 

read  a  aacond  lime    -         -        .        .      •  10 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 


m 


taliiM  to  Gi  the  limit*  of  tbe  port  «f  u 

try  of,  read    -        -        . 
read  a  aecond  lime,  and  rderre 
reporlod  wilhool  imendmaat 
ordered  to  a  third  readiBK  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paMtd 
Phillipi  William  and  Gardner  Oieem,  Hr.OlB 

preaenled  tbe  petitioa  at,  rebnaJ  ta  tha 

aecretaty  oflheTiaaaury      - 

&Torable  report  from  the  Secretary    - 

Phillip*.  George  T.,  crediuna   of.     (8«*  XoU, 

mmam.) 
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PUtt,  John,  H^  Mr.  Brown  of  Ohio  pr«Mat«d 

thv  p«tiUaa  of,  nftirad  -        •        -        - 

eanuDitles  theraoa  diicbirgMl    •        •        - 

PieTe«,.JunM,  ■  bill  from  ths  Honaa  of  Kapic- 
■MttotiTw  for  nlief  of,  iwict  nad,  tnd 

nportad  wiikaat  uncndmwit    ■       -       • 
oidoMd  to  ■  Ibiid  raading  .        -        . 

ind  tha  third  time,  and  paaied 

Finkiia;,  William,  of  Haijland,  attanded 
Mr.  Llojd  annooncad  the  death  of  - 
pncMdioga  of  tha  Hooae  thenon 

Pincf,  Mt.  Jobnaon  of  LoaiMana  lubmiltad  • 
'n  ralation  to  meaaurea  fyr  the 


aapi 


S" 


nof 


■nd  raferrad  to  tbe  N«t*1  Com- 

167 

Plantara'  Bank  of  New  Oiieiaa,  Mi.  Johttian 
praaanted  tha  patition  of  the  Pieaident 
and  DbectoTi  of  the,  referred  -        -       40 

a  bill  fbi  the  relief  of  the  PrendenI,  &c^  of 

the,  read 163 

read  the  second  time  -        -        -        -     167 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •    SS8 

read  tha  third  tine,  and  paaaed  -        -     368 

Pleaaaota,  Jamaa,  of  Vir^ia,  attended     •        -        D 
remarka  of,  on  tbe  hill  conceming  officera. 

ofthectutoma H6 

on   tbe    reaolutiOD  fi>T  the  anppreanon   of 

piraej  ....---     166 

Point  CoQpee,  a  bill  granting  to  the  Governor 

of  Louiaiane,    for  Ibe   time  being,    and 

hia  iDcceaaon  in  office,  two  traela  of  land 

in  the  oonntr  ot,  read    - 

read  theiecond  time,  andrafaned 

repcvlcd  withoot  amendment     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  tlnrd  time,  and  paaaad 

Porter,  Solomon,  jr.,  a  bill  from  tbe  Honaa  of 

RepreaentaliTea  for  relief  of^  read   • 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

tepoited  witboot  amendment    - 

ordered  to  •  third  reading 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  paaaed 

Poit,  John,  and  Farle?  Foliar,  a  bill  from  the 

Honae   of  Repieaentatiiaa   fin  relief  of, 

twice  read,  and  referred 

reported  withoni  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  tliird  reading 

read  tha  third  time,  and  paaaed 
Poat  Office,  ataoding  Commitlea  on,  appointed  36 
Poet  Office  Uurrencf,  Mr.  Johnion  of  Kentocfcr 
■nbmitted  a  reeolnUon  fiir  inqairing  into 
tha  aipadiencj  of  authorizing  the  Foet> 
tnaater  General  to  penait  poatmseten  to 
r«eei«e  fbr  postage  the  currenc;  of  tba  - 
Btatea  in  whtcb  tbfir  officea  an  located      43 

laid  on  the  Uble 44 

Poat  Office  D^artment,  report  of  coDtraete  made 

by  the 189 

a  bill  farther  to  regnlate  tbe,  read  tbe  Itnl 

and  aeeond  time,  and  refaiTod        -  441 

indefinitely  pgatponad        -        .        -        .    447 
Poltar,  Ames.     (See  Loey,  Dtutiti.) 
Pratt,  Abet,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  tbe  pelilian 

of,  referred  -.--..  178 
adveree  report  thereon  •  .  ■  •  IH 
coneorred  in     -----       -    808 


Page. 

Pre-emption,  Mr.  Barton  anbmitled  a  reeolatiDn 
for  inatrucliQg  ibe  Committee  on  P&blic 
Lands  to  inquire  whet  amendnents  are 
necesaary  to  ths  aaTeral  aata  grsnting 
r^hts  of        -        -        -        -        .        .       41 

agreed  to-'- 44 

Mr.   Barton  presented   certain    document* 
relating  to  tbe  laws  of,  in  the  eeveral  land 
districts,  referred   -        -        -        -        -       43 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  granting  right  of,  to 

certain  letlen  in  Looieiana,  read  -  •  96 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  •  -  IK 
reported  withoni  amendment  -  -  ■  S78 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    371 

read  tha  third  time,  and  paased  -        -     373 

Mr.  Thomas  preaented  tbe  memorial  of  a 
number  of  inhabitants  of  Uliaois  prafiog 
a  right  of,  referred  -        -        -        -     136 

FrsToal,  Solomon,  a  bill  from  Uie  Honae  of  Rep- 
reseutatiiea  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 447 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  4G0 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  .  .  408 
read  the  third  time,  and  piasod  -        -    46S 

PrJTBte  Land  Ctaiois,  Mr.  Benton  submitted  a 
reeolution  aato  tbe  expedienc;  of  making 
further  proiiaion  for  the  final  idjualmeot 
of,  in  Miuoari       -        -        . 


148 


Procees  of  Execution,  a  bill  eoncaruing,  issuing 

from  tbe  sixth  circuit  coqrt  of  the  United 

Statea  for  the  disliict  of  Georgia,  read 

twice,  and  referred         -        .        -        .      fig 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        •     177 

Prout,  Holden,  Vf.,  Mr.  Welker  presenUd  the 

petition  of,  referred  -  .  -  .  183 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  -  .  .  .  S3ft 
read  the  second  time  -        -        -        .    S40 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -    313 

read  the  third  time,  and  pesied  -        -    31C 

PnhUc  Accounts,  a  bill  from  the  Houseiof  Rep- 

ree«ntati*ei  for  the  prompt  aelllement  of  42S 
read  twice,  and  referrM     -  -        -    491 

reported  without  amendment  ...  4S3 
indefinite!;  postponed  -  -  -  -  400 
Pnblic  Bnildinga,  annuel  report  of  the  Commie- 


■oir, 


eived 


1S5 


a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTca 
making  ipprDpnations  for  the,  read  twice, 
and  referreid  .....    37g 

reported  with  an  amendment    ...    3&S 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  .        .        -    411 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -    413 

the   House   of  Representatives   concurred 

with  en  amendment,  which  nu  agieed  to    43S 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

fixing  the  compensatioD  of  the  Commie- 

■ionei  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    446 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -    446 

read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  -  463 

Public  Lands,  standing  Committee  oC  appointed       38 

Pnblic  Worship,  on  motion  of  Hr.  Chandler  per* 

miaaion  wae  g  •  ■     -■     "-^     ■  ■ 

CoDfreaa  to  occopj  I 

fee  tba  pnrpoae  of "Vi 

Pnrcbaser*  of  Pnblic  Lande,  tbe  Committee  of 
Public  Lands  were  Instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expadiencj  of  amending  tha  act 
for  relief  of 37 
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re«d  twice,  ■Dd.rorcned  - 
ardgnd  to  b  third  reading 
lead  the  third  lime,  uid  paMcd 


Raliton,  Robert,  kod  otheri,  Mr.  Fiadlij  pre- 

■ODled  the  memoriil  of,  refeired    - 
Btod,   B.  H.,  a  bill  rram  the  Houm  uf  Rapre- 
■entklivei  for  relief  or,  twice  reid,  and 
Tiferred  ..... 

reported  without  ameDdineDt    - 
onleled  to  ■  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paiied 
Rademption  of  Laud.     (Bee  Dirtct  Taxet.) 
Kedman,  Joeeph,  Mr.  Jobnioo  or  Keotack;  pre- 
■ented  the  petition  of,  referred 
adierae  reparl  theieon       .... 


Relinquiahment  of  Bount;  Lande,  a  bill  frain 
the  Honae  of  RepreieDtativej  to  revive 
and  conlinne  in  force  the  act  conceining 
the  atlowanca  of  peniioni  in  a 

read  the  firet  time     .        -        .        . 

read  the  lecond  time,  and  referred 

lepoitad  without  amaDdment 

indeEnitelT  poatponed 
Aevenae  Boniu,  Mr.  Holmei,  of  Maine,  lub- 
mittad  a  leeolntion  directing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treararf  to  IranamiE  a  " 
the,  now  remaining  anpaid   - 


RevolutioDaty  War,  a  bill  Iroa  the  Hoaae  of 
Rapraaantatiiea  to  provide  for  peraona 
dinUad  in  the,  read 

read  the  lecond  time,  and  referred 

reported  withonl  amendment     . 

orderad  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed 

Mr.  Noble  enbinitted  a  rewlutian  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  ■  atale- 
ment  of  tlie  number  of  peraona  placed  on 
the  peaeion  rolli  under  the  act  to  pro- 
Tide  for  peraone  engiged  in  the  land  and 
naval  aervice  in  the        • 

« bill  from  the  Houaa  of  Repleeentative* 
aupplenentaij  to  the  act  to  provide  for 
certain  peraonii  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  aervice  in  the,  read       ... 

read  the  leeond  time,  and  referred     - 

reported  withoDt  amendment 

indefinitely  poatponed        .        -        -        . 
Riflea  to  Captain  Aikim'a  Volnnleera,  a  reioln- 
tion  anthoriiing  the  delivery  of,  promtaed 
to  them  at  the  battle  of  Flittabai^,  read    449 

read  die  Mcond  time,  and  referred  -    4fil 

indefinitely  poatponed        -        .        .        -    467 
Road  therein  menlionad,  a  bill  aupplementary 
to  the  act  authorising  the  appointinenl  of 
commiaaionere  to  lay  oat  the,  read        -     174 

read  the  second  lima        .        •        .        -     179 

ordeteil  to  a  third  reading        ...     S41 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeied        •  348 


Roada,  a  bill  from  the  Honee  of  SepreMllleittvea 
to  eatabliih  certtio,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ordered to  a  third  reading        -        -         -     < 
read  the  third  tine,  and  paaaed  with  amcod- 

tha  Houaa  of  Repreaentatif  ea  diaagicul  to 
the  anendmenC  and  tha  Senate  receded 
therefrom       ....--- 
Roada  and  Canala,  appointment  of  a  ooDmittee 

Robb,  Louin  Bi.  Clair.    (Sea  Dill,  Elix*.) 
Robinaon,  Thoma*,  and  others,  Mr.  Tan  Dyke 
preiented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
adveraa  report  thereon        .        .        -         - 
agreed  to  ...-..: 

Roddy,  Alexander,    a  bill  from  the  Booae  of 
Reiveieolativea  for  relief  oi,  twice  read 
and  referred  ..--.. 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -         -     ' 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed 
Rodney,  Caaar  A.,  the  FreatdanI  laid  iMtea  Iba 
Senate  the   credentiala  id,    appoinled  a 
Senator  by  the  l.egialataM  of  Delawu* 
attended,  wee  qualified,  and  took  hi*  aeal 
remarka  of,  on  Mr.  Benton'a  reaolstiMi  la- 

apecting  the  Lotuaiana  land  titlei  • 
apeech  of,  on  the  amandineiit  to  the  Appoc- 

tionment  bill         ....         -     ' 
remarka  of^  on  tha  Appropriation  bill        -     ' 
Ragglea,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended 

apeach  o^  on  hie  MaolDtion  reapaetins  Tir- 

ginia  land  waltainti        .... 

Rule  for  Biuinaaa,Mr.  OailUrdaubmitted  a  Mib- 

atitute  for  the  twenty-aeemd 
Rulea  and  Ordera,  Mr.  King  of  New  Vork  n^ 
miltad  a  nwdntion  concerning  a  rarioMi 

of  the 

"gw«lto 

a  joint  oommillae  appointed  to  reviae  the   - 
report  of  the  committee    .        ■        .         - 

concBired  in 

Rnaaalt,  William,  Mr.  Lowrie  preeenled  the  pe- 
tition at,  referred  .        -        .        .         - 
Ryland,  Rev.  William,  appointed  Chaplain 


St.  Angtutine,  Mr.  W'alker  preeenled  the  me- 
morial of  the  Mayor,  «c.,  o(  wSexni     -     174 
advarae  report  thereon        ....     S97 

concurred  in     -----         -     30S 

Scott,  Clariiaa,  on   motion  o(  Mr.  Holmca  trf 

Miaiiaiippi  the  petition  of,  viae  referred       M 

a  bill  reported 43 

(See  MonMonfo,  Manud and Itaac^ 
Setidder,John,  and  others,  Mr.  Rngglea  pieaent- 

ed  the  memorial  of;  referred  .        -         .       43 
Secret  Jonmala,  a  reeoliition  for  the  diatribntioii 
of  the,  of  the  old  Congreaa  and  of  tba 
Coniantion  which  formed  the  Conatita- 
tion,  received  froei  the  Hoiue  af  R«(ii*- 


read  the  aecond  time 
ordered  to  a  third  raadmg 
read  the  third  time,  and  puaed 
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Smat*  froeMCtingt  amd  Dibalti. 


Section  nitean,  Mt.  Bolmea  of  Mi         ,,    , 

KDttd  Ihe  memorul  of  Um  LapilatUT*  of 
that  St&ta  pnyilig  thkt,  in  each  toinwiup 
rcBcrred  for  tb«  an  of  achoaU,  maj  be 
■old,  and  tha  procaeda  applisd  to  that  ob- 
ject, raferred  .        .        -        -        - 
Seminole  iDdiaai,  ■  bill  from  the  HooM  of  Rep- 
reaentattTcs  fbr  lelief  of  officer*^  &c-,  en- 
gaged in  the  lale  campaign  igainit  the, 
read  twice  and  nfemd 
repDited  without  amendment     - 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  lime,  and  paiwd 
Seymoui,  Horatio,  of  Veimoat,  attended 
Shannon, Qeorge,Mr.  JohuMn  of  Kentack;  pre- 
■ented  the  petition  ot,  refecied 
a  iHll  grantinf  ■  lectLon  of  land  to,  read 
rend  tha  aecond  timet  and  retened     - 


table 

Sbaplej,  Banben,  Mr.  Panott  preaented  tha  pe- 
tition of,  teferrod    -        -        -        • 
sdvetae  report  thereon 
eoncomd  in    -        -        ■        -        ■ 

Shattnck,  Stephen,  Mr.  Monil  preaenled  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -        -        -        -        - 

Shafrneetown,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commia- 
■ioner  of  Ibe  General  Land  Office 
mit  the  instalmenli  due  an  certain  li 

read  the  aecond  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  puaed  -        -        - 

Shields,   Thoinaa,   Mr.  Jobnion  called  up  the 

memorial  of  - 
referred  lo  the  Naval  Committee 
a  bill  authotuing  the  pajment  of  •  aan  of 

money  to,  read      -        -        - 
read  the  aecond  time 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued  - 
returned  with  amendment 
amendment  concurred  in  - 
Simonton,  John  W.,  and  other*,  Mr.   Johoion 

of  Loniaiana  preianted  the  petition    of. 


Smith,  Moaai,  Mr.  Van  Djke  pretentad  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred MO 

conmiltae  thereon  diicharged    -        -        -378 
Snodgraaa,    John.     (Sea    ibatgoitury,    Alex- 

Sonth  American  Statea,   a  Meaaage  from  the 
Preeident  in  relation  to  the,  read,  and 

referred S84 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Talbot,  one  thoonnd  Sto 

hundred  copie*  were  ordered  to  be  printed     189 
a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  ItopreaenlatiTea 
making  appropriationi  to  delraj  the  ei- 
penaea  of  a  miaaiOB  to  the,  read  twice, 

and  referred 378 

ordered  lo  a  third  reading-  -  -  -  481 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed '  •  -  433 
Sontbaid,  Samael  L.,  of  New  Jtntj,  attended  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  amendmant  to  the  Ap- 
portionment bill  -  -  -  -  -  *I4 
on  the  bill  relating  to  controTenriaa  between 

Stale. 8M 

Sonth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  a  bill  declaring  the 
conaenl  of  Congrsu  to  certain  acta  of  the 

Statea  of,  read 1*8 

read  the  aecond  time,  and  referred  -  -  179 
reported  without  amendment  .  •  -  8S3 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -    318 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  -        -        -     316 
Sparka,  Rev.  Jared,  a  meaiage  &om  the  Honae 
of  RepreaontatiTea  annonndng  the   ap- 
pointment ot,  aa  their  chaplain      -        -      S3 
Special  Uepoailes,  a  bill  for  the  diapoaition  of 

certain,  twice  reed         .        -        -        .    **« 
ordered  to  a  third  reeding  -        -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  - 
Spurr,  John,  Mr.  Knight  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred 

Standing  Committeea,  appointment  of  the 
Bteamahipa,  dec,  a  bill  from  the  Houw  of  Rep- 
teaentatiTea  granting  certain  privilegoa  lo. 


439 


committee  thereon  diacharged    -        -  3GS 
Simpaon,  George,  Mr.  Lowrie  preaented  tha  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        -        -        .        -  64 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -  IIS 
laid  on  the  labia 135 


read  the  aeynd  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        - 
indeBnilelj  poetponed        ...        - 
Steami,  John.     (See  Bariietl,  WilHam.) 
StapheDBon,  Benjamin,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of 
ReprenenUliTes  for  relief  of,  read   ■ 
read  the  »econd  time         -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  paned  - 
Stevena,  Ebenezer,  and  othera,  Mr.  King  pre- 
aented the  memorial  of  -         .        -        - 


t  of  mono;  to,  read 


B^verae  report  thereon       .        -        - 

concurred  in     -        -        -        -        • 
SiiupMn,  Tobias,  Mr.  Lanmui  aubmitted 
■olution  lo  paj  a  si         ' 

read  the  second  time 

ordered  (o  a  third  reading 

read  the  Ihird  time,  and  pi 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  Commissionora  of  the 
Smith   William,  of  Soaih  Carolina,  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  Haieon  Rouge  bill 

on  the  Apportionment  bill 

on  tbe  resolnlion  for  adjournment 


hof,  D 


theai 
n  the  Appropriation  bill 


L  light- 


a  bai  fcr  relief  of;  read 
read  the  aecond  time,  and  referred 
Stoddard,   Daniel,  Mr.  Linman  preaented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        -        - 
Stokea,  Montford,  of  New  Jersey,  attended 
atonington  Point,  Mi.  Lsnman  preaented 
tition  prajing  the   erection   of  a 
house  on,  referred  -         ~         ' 

a  bill  for  that  purpose,  read        -        - 
read  the  aecond  time,  and  recommitted 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  - 
Slaait,  J.  9.,  Mr.  Van  Bnren  preaented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  - 
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P«(re. 
Submutsnca  of  th«  Amy,  Ht.  WitlidO))  of  Tea- 

Ecnee  iDbmilted  ■  molutioii  coBcemiiig  S7 
■nendad  and  igiaad  to  .  .  ■  -  36 
>  m«Big«  witb  mraport  from  th«  Becntuj 

of  War  in  reply 434 

Banejon  Gananl,  ■  bill   fixim  tbc  Hoaaa  of 
BaprmanUti'ea  riqiucing,  to  giia  bond 
and  aecnrity,  ia*d  twice  and  reTairad      •    448 
reportad  wiihout  amendmanl    .        -        ■    450 
oidered  to  a  third  leadios          ...    454 
lead  Ilia  Uuid  line,  and  pawad          ■        •    46S 
Bwearingeo,  Cbariea  A.,  a  bill  from  iha  Hooae 
of  ReiaeaaDtativea  f«  relief  of,  read  t*rioe 
and  Tefeired  --....    4S0 
indeGnilaly  poitponed       .        -        .        .    467 
Sjmmea,  John  Cl«fe*,  Mr.  Johnaon  of  Lottu- 
iaua  piesested  the  petition  of,  laid  on 
tb*  Uttle 378 


Talbot,  laban,  ofKentuckj,  attended 

ramarki  of,  on  tlic  Moiun  Bonge  bill      19B,  303 
on  tbe  bill  granting  a  aaetion  of  luid  to 
George  Bhannoa  -        .        -        .        . 

on  the  Cordage  bill 

Tanner's  New  American  Allu,  Mr.  Lowrie 
anlimitted  a  reaolulion  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  purchaaa  fire  copiea  of,  for 
"■ '  "■"  ilanding  committeee,  read    898 


Three  per  cent. — continued.  [ 

bill  recommitted  for  the  parpeeeof  iiamgn. 

ting  nmilar  proviitont  reapectiiig  Mm. 

ai^  and  Alabama        .... 
reported  wilbont  amendoient    - 
Ur.  Jofeluon,   of  Loainina,  niliiiitled  1 

reaolDtioQ  of  inqniry  coacemitig  Hit  not 

proriaioD*  aa  to  Miaiiaaip^  . 
agreed  to  *  .  .  .  . 
a  bill  to  prando  for  paying,  te  Mi 


>e  of  thi 
read  the  wcond 

onlerid  lo  a  third  readloV  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaud  - 

Taylor,  Waller,  oflndUna.  attended 

TenneBHB,  ■  bill  to  amend  the  lawa  noir  in 

force  a<  to  the  iafluing  of  original  write 

and  final  proceaa  in  the  United  BtatM 

Goorti  within  the  State  of.  read    . 

read  the  second  lime,  and  referred     . 

reported  wilhoat  amendment    •        .        .     srs 

ordeied  to  a  ihird  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  piaanil  •        -        . 

Thareae,  Marie,  a  bill  from  the  Houae  of  R^ 

reaentatiTea  for  relief  a(  twice  read  and 

referred         --....    443 

reported  witfaont  amendmMit    -        .        .    450 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    493 

read  Ihe  third  time,  and  pMaed  •    468 

Thoraae,  JMae  B.,DrllliiioiB,«tleaded      .        .        B 

Tfaomai,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Honia  of  Bepte< 

aentatiTea  for  relief  of  -  .  .  .  373 
twice  read  and  referrfd  ....  373 
reported  witbont  amendment  .  .  -  376 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    413 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  .        .    416 

a  bill  oon  the  Hooae  of 
Rep^eaentatiTea  for  relief  of,  twice  read 
and  referred  --....     443 
reported  withont  amendment    -        .        -    460 
indefinitely  poalponed        ....    457 
Thorp,  Iiaachar,  ind  othen,  Mr.   Rodney  pre- 

aenled  tbe  petition  of,  referred        •        •    304 
ad*er«e  report  thereon       •        -        .        .    313 
Three  par  cent,  a  bill  from  Ihe  Houae  of  Repr»- 
Benlalirea  to  proTide  for  paying  to  the 
State  of  Miiiouti,  of  the  net  proceed* 
aiidng  from  the  lalee  of  public  land*  in 

that  Sute,  read 37 

read  the  aecond  time,  and  referred    .•       .       89 
reported  without 


Tbompaon,  Wmian 


read  Ihe  aacond  lime,  and  nferred 

reported  without  amtndment    - 

<»aered  to  a  Ihird  reading 

laid  on  the  uUe 

bill  t»i  paying  the,  to  Ihe  State itfUoMi^ 

recommitted  with  inatnic  ' 

reported  with  amendmenli 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  ■  third  tine,  and  paued,  uriihalitli 

amended  n  aa  to  embrace  HIh^b^  ud 

.Alabama        - 9! 

returned  wiih  an  amanenieot  -  ■  ■  M 
(he  amendment  and  bill  commilttd  ■  •  tl 
reported  without  amendment  -  •  ■  31 
•joendment  of  tbe  HouMofRapRMiituirei 

diaagreedto » 

the  Honie  of  Repreeeolative*  iooit «  At 

amendment  -  -       .      .      -  S 

the    Senate    initat  on  their  fnfiaoiat 

and  aak  a  oonferenee  -      ■      ■  t 

report  of  the  conference  agreed  to    •      -41 
Timber  in  Florida,  a  bill  from  thaHuueorHtp 
reientBtirea  fbrpreaeirationsf  tluUiilal 
Stalea,  twice  read  and  referred  ■  K 

Tompkina,  Daniel  D.,  a  letter  from,  U  Hr.Eiuf 
of  New  York,  announdag  bii  iuluilioii 
to  retire  Oom  the  Senate  on  ucMml  b1 
indiipoiitlon,  read .        .       ■       >     '  !1 
Trading  EaUbliabneiitB  with  the  Indian  fAm. 

a  bill  to  aboliah  the,  read       .      ■      -  SI 

read  tbe  cecond  time  .       .      .  M 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  miut  •  ^ 

read  the  third  time  and  paaaad  .      .      ■  3! 

TrananiMion  of  lettera   ^  mail,  a  nMhliM 

from  tbe  Hooae  of  Bepreaautatinabt  »■ 

cnrily  in  the,  read        •        .       ■      ■  X 

read  Ihe  aecond  lime,  and  lefemd    ■      ■  ' 

reported  without  amendment    -       •     -  * 

oidered  to  a  third  reading  •       -       -      ■  ) 

read  the  third  time,  and  paeaed  ■  ' 

Tranaylrania  Uni*er>ity,  Ml.  Johnm  fmiMt 

the  memorial  o^  referred.      -       -      ■    ' 

adreree  report  thereon       -        -       -      •    1 

Treaiury  Department,  report  of  the  cMi  *< 

ployed  in  the         -        -        -       .      •    ' 
Treaiury  Nelm,  a.  hill  from  Ihe  Uooaa  af  B9- 
rcaanlativei  relating  to,  read  twici,  lain- 

reported  withont  amaodment    .       ■      -  ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       -      •  1 

Treaauiy,  War  and  Nay  Department^  ■  >^ 

from  the  Houee  of  RepreMolitina  Autbn 

to  amend  the  several  acU  relttJag  to  Ihii 

read  Iwice,  and  referred        ■       '      '  f 

reported  witfaool  omeHdoteat     -       '         , 

ordered  to  a  third  reading .        "       '      '  J 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  '  * 
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TrimUa,  Willitin  A.,  ■  Senator  from  OUo,  Mr. 

RDgglei  tnnoaDCBd  the  demth  of    -        '       S5 
TnuDbull'i  Painting*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lan- 
man  a  cammiltee  waa  appointad  ta  eanfar 
upon.aneh  diipoaal  of,  aamajbc  aoitabia     344 
ajoinl  roaolotioQ  reported  and  raad  •        •    360 
oiiuidered  aod  passed        ....     3S7 
Tombnll,  Nicholaa,  Mr.  Smidi  imaenMd   tba 

memorial  of,  referred      ....    239 
Turner,  Smith,  Hr.  Noble  presanled  the  petiliOB 

of,  referred SIS 

V. 
Ulmer,  Oeorge,  Mr.  Holmea  of  Maine  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        •        -        .     194 
eommitlee  thenon  diachaiged    .        -         -    i46 
Unilbrm  Byeten  of  Bankruptc;,  Mi.  Lloyd  pre- 
aented the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce   of  Baltimore  praying  for  a 
law  eilabliabing  a,  referred    .        .        .       6S 
Mr.  Knight  presented  tbe  petition  of  aondiir 
merchante,    tiadera,   Ac.,   of   Warwick, 
Rhode  Island,  to  the  lame  efiect,  referred     136 
Mr.  Barbour   presented    a  memorial  from 

Aleiandria  agUDst  a     ....     ISl 
Mr.  Smith  preaented  tbe  memorial  of  the 
dtiieae  (HT  Cbaileatoii,  Sonth   Carolina, 
praying  tbe  etiabliabment  of  a,  read  in 

fntl 1S7 

United  Brethren,  Hi.  Bentoo  lubinitted  anndry 
resolatiani  concerning  grants  of  land  to 
the  Socie^  of,  tor  propagating  the  Goipel    SS3 

agreed  to S30 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 

in   reply 274 

Unprodncti*e  Poet  Roada,  a  repoit  of,  from  the 

Poatmaater  Ocnerid,  reed      .        -        -    489 
Upper  Gasconade,   Mr.   Barton  Mmnaiiicated 
certain  leaolulion*  of  the  Legiahtnre  of 
Miaaouij,  requeattog  the  light  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  all  lettleH  JD,  wfao  ha*e  erected 


V. 
Vaccination,  a  bill  from  the  Hooae  of  Repreafln- 
tatiiea   to  rapeal  the  act  to  eneoarige, 
read  tnioe,  and  refeired  .        .        -        . 

reported  without  amendment    -        ■        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        . 

ValelttiDe,  Marie  Lonlae  Celoele,  and  Conatance, 

Hr.  Jobnaon  of  Loaiaiana  preaeutod  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

Van  Buren,  Mirtin,  New  York,  attended 

remaiks  o£  on  Mi.  Johnson's  resolalion  to 
amend  the  Conatitation        ... 

OR  tbe  bill  lespecling  offlccra  of  the  cBs- 
tOBU 138 

on  the  ApfNntionment  bill  ... 

on  the  bilL respecting  oontraiersiea  between 
Btelee 

on  the  Osneral  Appropriation  bill 
Vanca,  Sally,  a  bill  from  the  HoDse  of  Repraaen- 
tatiiea  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  le- 
ferred 

teported  wjthoat  amendment    -        •        . 

ordraed  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased 


Van  Dyke,  NieholaB,  of  Delaware,  attended  S6 

lemarke  of,  on  the  Moiwio  Ronge  bill         -  SOS 
on  the  bill  for  the  pitaenation  of  the  timber 

in  Florida S13 

on  the  reaolotion  for  adjoninment      -        -  STD 
on  the  bill  for  the  bene&C  of  Qeorge  Stum- 

Vsughan,  William,  Mr.  Van  Baren  presented 

the  petition  of,  lelerred  -        .        .        -     130 
(See  Grofory,  Litufenartt.) 
Veaaets  of  War,  Mr.  Holmea,  of  Maine,  nibmit- 
ted  a  resolution  teqneating  the  President 
to  cMimiinicsta  the  expense  of  bnilding, 
&c.,  stating  particnlars  ...        -    379 
agreed  to  ......    jbS 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  doen- 
menta  in  reply      .....    353 

Vice  Pierideot,  altendanee  of  the     -        -        -      iS 
Vincennes,  a  memorial  of  the  Legillatnra  of  In- 
dians, praying  a  grant  of  fire  01  six  thoD- 
sand  acres  of  land  eontigaoui  to  the  town 
of,  ftir  a  town  common,  read,  and  referred       54 
committee  theieon  diseharged   .        -        -    37S 
Vine  and  Ollre,  a  bill  sopplcDienlsry  to  the  act 
to  set  apart  certain  lands  for  the  encour- 
agement of  the  cnltiTation  of  the,  read   -    333 
need  the  aecoqd  time  ....    394 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    376 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    478 
Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Representa* 
tiiea  to  alter  the  timei  of  holding  the 
courts  in  the  western  diitrict  of,  read, 

and  referred 360 

reported  wlttioiat  amendment    •        -        -    377  - 
ordered  to  1  thitd  reading  .-         -  -     390 

lead  the  third  time,and  paaaed  ...    397 
Virginia   Rerolntionary  Officera   and   Boldieis, 
Mr.  Rogglea  enbmitted  a  resolntion  re- 
quaating  information  of  the  Preudent  as 
to  the  number  of  the,  on  the  Continental 
IlstabliahmeQt        .... 
message  in  reply       .... 
W. 


speech  of,  on  the  amendment  to  thea. 

remarka  of,  on  theamendmentof  theHoale 
of  RepreaentatiTcs  to  the  Three  pet  CMt. 

biU 

Walker,  Samuel,  Mr.  Noble  preeenlad  the  pcti. 
lion  ot,  rcierrod     .... 

a  bill  for  relief  at,  read 

read  the  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reaJiug 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Walker,  Samuel,  Joseph  L.  Dntton,  John  >lar- 

tin,  and  Elamuet  and  Hannah  Pttarson, 

a  1^1  from  the  Houaa  of  RepresentatiTCa 

ibr  relief  of,  read    .        .        .        ' 

read  tbe  second  time 


f,  raferred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  the  aecond  time 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ■ 
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War  uDODg  ihe  Indian  Tribe*,  ■  bill  to  preTant, 

Waiburg,  Frederick  S.,  a  bill  from  tbeHouM  of 
RepretsDlatiTe*  to  aaUioriie  Ictlara  patent 

read  tbe  tecoad  lime 
read  the  third  time,  and  pa«-_ 
War  Department,  report  of  Ibe  clerki  emplaved 

in  the 

Ware,  Nicholai,  appointed  a  Senator  bj  the  Lc- 

giatalure  of  Georgia  io  place  of  Fi 

Walker,  reaigned,  attended,  A:c. 

Waebington,  Mt-  Barboar  presented  the  i 

lia]  of  the  Majror,  die.,  of,  leierred 

a  bill  le  enable  the  Uoiporalion  of,  to  drein 

tha  low  gronndi,  &e.,  reu]  twice   • 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  laid  on  tha  table 
taken  np,  and  paued 
Mr.  Pindlaj  auboiilted  a  reeolotion  coi 
ceraiDg  a  more  direct   rente   from, 

PitUburg 

agreed  to  ----.. 
WaahingtOD  Canal  Company,  annual  report  of 
the  Preiideul  and  Directon  of  the,  read 
Waihinglon   Librarj  Compaiij,  Mi.    Barboar 
presented  the  memonal  of  the,  referred  - 
Wealern  Walera,  «  bill  to  eetabUah  a  national 
armoi7  on  the,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        . 
read  \!at  third  time,  and  paieed 
Meaiageoftbe  Preiident,  with  a  report  from 
the  aeeretoTj  of  War,  a*  to  the  moat  eli. 
gibia  aile  lor  an  armorj  on  tha 
Welt  India  Trade,  Mr.  Llojd  preaented  a  me. 
morisl  of  tbe  merchanta,  &c,  of  Balti- 
more, in  faTor  of  tha  eiiating  law* 
eerning  the,  refarrsd       ... 
report  on  the  memorial,  read     - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrit,  eight  hundred 
Mpiea  of  the  report  were  ordered  to  be 
pnnied         -.-..,    j 
Wait  Indiai,  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  reported 

a  bill  concerning  tbe,  read     -        ■        .    i 
Wbealan,  John  R^  and  othera,  Mr.  D'Wolf  pre- 
leotad  the  memorial  of;  leCerred 
committee  thereon  discharged    -  -    4 

Wheeling  Road,  a  bill  to  aathoriie  the  appoint- 
ment  of  Commiisionera  to  la;  onl  the, 

read  a  eecond  time,  and  referred         -  J 

White,  Benjamin.    (See  Muzzy,  Amat.) 
Whilnej,  John  M.  (See  Monlgomery,  Alaeandtr.) 
Wier,  Jame*,  Mr.  Tatbot  pmenled  the  petition 
of,  re&rred    -        .        . 
adverae  report  thereon 
Wilcox,  Uenry  P.,  Mr.  Rogglei 

petition  of,  referred         .... 
William*,  John,  of  Teuneaiee,  attended    - 

apeech  of,  oa  aubnitting  hii  reiolation  re- 
■pectJog  Bubaiilence  of  tbe  Arm;    • 
Williama,  Thoma*  H.,  of  Miwuippi,  attended 
William*,  Ebeneier,  Mr.  Monil  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        . 
Williami,  James.    (Bee  Gooding,  John.) 
Willii,  BjrU  C,  and  other*,  Mr.  Pleasants  pre- 
aented the  petition  of,  referred 
(See  PetHpool,  JoeepA.) 


P«.. 


WiltoD,  Janes,  Mr.  Fiodlaj  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      ■        .         •  .         .    . 

Winter,  Eliiha,  and  WilliatD,  a  biU  f»r  rriief  of 
the  repreeenlatiTe*  of,  read     -  •         -    : 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        ,-         -    ■ 

Wood,  Abiel,and  othera,  Mr.  Chandierpiaaented 
tha  petition  of,  referred  .         -         .         - 

Woodland,  Richard,  Mr.   Llojd   presealed   the 

petition  of,  relisrred        -         •         -         -    ' 
■dnrea  report  thereon        -         -         '         -    : 

Worthioglon,  Gad,  a  bill  from  the  Honae  of  Rep- 

resentilires,  fer  relief  of,  read  -         -  : 

reported  withoni  amendment     -         -         -  '• 

ordered  to  ■  third  reading  -  -         •  '. 

read  the  third  time,  end  pa**ed  -         -         -  '■ 

Wright,  Robert,  Mr.  Lloyd  prasanled  tbe  pathion 

of,  referred SI! 


Yeaa  and  Nijs,  on  an  amendmeiit  ofleied  to 

the  bill  granting  certain  land*  to  the  Stale 

ofLouLsiana  ...         .         .         ~    1 

on  the  final  paoage  of  said  bill  -         -         -     ' 

on  refeirtDg  tbe  Maison  Ronge  bill     *         -     - 

on  Bgreeing  to  on  ameiidment  to  the  A|^ar- 

ment  bill        ....         .         _     ■ 

on  the  further  ameodmeot  of  the  aune         -     i 

on  the  third  readiDg  of  ibe  (aid  UU    -         -     * 

on  (be  final  passage  of  the  sune        -         •     i 

on  amending  tbe  bill  concerning  the  adjoH- 

ment  of  land  claim*  in  (be  district  es*t  of 

the  island  of  New  Orleans    -  SSS.  '. 

on  Mr.  Walker's  amendment  to  the  lull  la 

estiblish  a' government  for  the  Territory 

ofFlorida '. 

on  another  amendment  of  the  Baine  •         -    1 

on  the  third  reading  of  the   resolution  to 

ameud   the   Conslilntion   in    respect   to 

Elector*,  Jcc. 1 

on  the  final  passsgeof  the  same  •         .    i 

on  the  third  reading  of  tha  rewduliait  direct- 
ing I  monument  to  the  lile  Jame*  Borill    i 
on  tha  indefinite  pottpoaemenl  of  Mr.  Bar. 
boar's  rasoludoo  relating  to  i  UmitaliaB 
of  the  number  of  representatiTea      -         -    : 
on  the  indefiaile  postponement  of  the  Uni- 
ted Butes  Bank  bill       ...  .    ; 
on  the  third  reading  of  tbe  bill  yraBtinf  a 
certain  pieceof  ground  to  the  city  «fl<l«« 

OB  amending  tha  United  8t*l«a  Bank  bill  -    ' 

OD  striking  ont  the  first  section  thereof 

00  the  third  reading  of  the  remaining  Beo- 

)fi9  ■         "^^  '')*  ^''*'  P*'**8e  "^  the  bill  fm-  rvlwf  of 
'°    I  James  H.  Clark 


on  the  third  reading  of  tha  Ueison  Rouse 
bUI 

on  the  final  pssssga  of  the  same 

en  amending  the  bill  conctroins  Fkvida 
land  titles     - 
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Yeu  tnd  Niyi — continuei].  Fige. 

OB  Ihfl  filial  punga  of  ths  bill  autluniziilg 

■n  ezdiuige  of  cnUin  itock  -        -        - 

on  unendiDg  the  Apptopriitioa  bill   -     401,403, 

40S,  406, 407 

on  the  JDiIefiaitepoatponameDtof  theRant- 

Intionarr  Peaiion  bill     -        -        -        -    < 
on  imendiDgthe  billm&king  appTopriBtiuu 

fbi  aappOTt  of  ihe  Navy  -        -        - 

OD  tha  final  piuage  of  CiuaberUndBoad  bill    444 


«i  and  Naja — conliDUad.  Pag«. 

on  an  aiBeiidm«nt  to  the  Uilitar;  A{f  ropria- 

tioD  bill 49S 

on  amending  tha  bill  making  appiopriatioiii 

to   defray   eipenua   of  miuiona  to  the 

SoDtb  American  Stntea  ■         -         -     430 

on  the  third  rradiag  of  laid  bill  ■        -    4SI 

on  the  third  reading  of  th«  bill  to  repeal  the 

act  conceraing  Tautnation     -        -        -     434 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  Htleodad     -        -        .    Bi4 
AbardMn,  Henry,  Mr.  Newton  preMniedthape- 

Ution  of,  referred   -        -        -        .        .  1137 
Abolition  of  Sliveiy,  Mr.  Rhea  ^reaaoled  a  peti* 
tion  for  the,  in  the  Dialnel  oF  Colambia, 

referred TOS 

Accounts,  Commiltee  of, sppaioleil  -  -    SIS 

a  bill  in  Bctdiiion  to  the  act  for  the  prompt 

■attlemeDt  of,  reported,  read  twice,  and 

laid  on  the  table 1SS7 

conBidered,  and  agaio  laiil  on  the  Uble  -  lUO 
considered  -..,..  1S88 
ordered  lo  a  third^eading        ...  1690 

paaaml 1735 

AUama,  John,  report  on  Ihe  petition  of,  laid  on 

the  table        •        -        -       ,■        .        ■  iitro! 
Adjournment,  Mr.  Baldwin  aabmiUed  a  reaola- 

lion  for,  during  iba  Chliatmaa  holiday  a  -  604 
postponed  indefinilelj  .  -  .  .  587 
Mr.  Cannon  aubmilled  ajoiatreaolation  for, 

on  Iho  Both  March  -  .  .  -1106 
motion  to  take  it  op,  negitived  -  -  -  1309 
Mr.  Randolph  submitted  areaolution  for,di;c.  1179 
Senate  resolution  for,  on  the  firat  Monday 

of  April,  read,  and  laid  on  ihe  (able  -  11S4 
motion  to  take  it  up,  negatived  -  1303,  1313 
taken  up,  and  debated  ....  1335 
poalponeil  -     •    -         .         .         .         -  13S9 

taken  np,  anil  considered  -        -        .        -  1403 
limo  of,  altered  to  May  Sih        ■        ■        -  1491 
uanal  reaolmiona  preparatory  to        -        -  1893 
Admiralty  and  Marine  Juiiadictioo,  Senate  bill 

10  define 1307 

read,  and  referred      .....  1309 
reported  wilhoot  amendment    ...  I4G3 
referreil  to  a  apeeial  committee  -        .        .  1464 
\dvancea-     (See  Public  Monty.) 
African  8lB*e  Trade.     (See  sStee  Trade.} 
Agriculture,  Committee  of,  appointed      -        •    619 
Aikina'a  Volunteers.    (See  Rijkt.) 
Alabama,  memDrial  of  the  General  A aaemblj  of 

the  Rtate  of,  preaenled,  and  referred  .  638 
Senate  hill  sapplemantarj  to  the  act  to  alter 

termaofthe  dzalrictcourt  in-  -  -  836 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table  ...  8X8 
referred 082 


ordered  to  a  third  raiding 
pa««d 

(See  bIm  Pre-empHmi.) 


•  1000 
.  1469 
.  1477 


Page. 
Alabama  and  Biwaaaea  riTera,  resolution  of  the 
Legialature  of  Alabama,  on  the  aubjecl 
of  a  canal  to  unite  the,  preaented  and  re- 
fined     786 

Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  attended    .  513 

remark)  of,  on   the  Re*otalioDary  Penaiou 

bill 1306 

on  the  Compensation  bill  .        -        -        •  1710 

Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennaaaee,  attended      .        .    614 

remarks  of,  on  a  report  in  relation  to  horsea 

loat  in  the  Seminole  war  '  1416 

Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Masoachuaetta,  attended    -    613 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendment  to 

the  Appropriation  bill    ...        -  1663 
on  the  Compensation  bill  ....  1763 
Amendment  to  tlie  Conatilution,  Mr.  Whitman 
aubmilled  a  prMosition  of,  in  relation  to 
the  election  of  RepreaentatiTea  and  Elec- 

lora 661 

laid  on  the  table 663 

read  twice,  and  committed         '  •    663 

Mr.  Woodson  aabmitled  a  joint  resolution 
for.  In  i^a||  to  Ihe  eligibility  of  thePrea- 

idcDt     -    ». 692 

joint  reaolnlion  from   the  Senate  for  an,  in 
regard  to  Ihe  eledioa  of  Preiident  and 

Vice  President 1349 

motion  [o  conaider  it  negatived        ■        -  1260 
read  twice,  and  committed        ...  1969 
Mr.  Walworth  snbmiltad  a  joint  reaolatian 
for,  in  relation  to  bankrupt  or  inaoWent 

laws 1368 

read  twice,  and  committed        ...  1303 
Mr.  Montgomen  aobmitted  a   propoailion 
for  an,  proriJing  for  the  diTision  of  the 
United  Stales  into  four  rectiona,  lo  be 
atjled  "Preaidential  Heclioaj,"      -         -  1700 
laid  on  the  table         ....  1701 

Mr.  Blair  aubmitted  a  propoaition  of,  in  re- 
lation to  the  conipenaatiQO  of  Repreien. 

talives,  &c. 1763 

Mr.  Conkling  aubmilled  a  reaolnlion  of,  re. 

apeeting  pay  and  mileage  of  members    .  1768 
Mr.  Fuller  submitted  a  proposition  of,  re- 
specting compensation  of  the  President 
and  Hembera  of  CoDgreaa      .        .        -1777 
American  CapliTes,  committee  inalracled  to  in- 
quire what  amendmenia  are  necessary  to 
the  act  relaling  lo  Ihe  ntnaom  of    -        .     64B 
bill  anpplemsntaiT  to  said  act,  reported      -     B06 
American  Veaaela.    (See  Outrage*.) 
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Amerieui  CoIoniHtion  Sodelj,  inemariil  of  the, 

preienlail  bj  Mr,  Golden,  and  rriorad    -     9SS 
AmnmnitioQ,  rrport  on  Uie  (ubjcct  of  Io«iii  of 

certain,  nitmd  -----  66S 
reporl  theraoo  laid  on  Ibe  Uble  -  IBTT 

Andenon,  John,  bill  Tor  tbe  nlier  of,  raported, 

read,  and  coumitted  .  .  •  •  lOiO 
ordered  to  a  third  readioff  -        -        -  13SB 

paMod 1860 

Angler,  Schaoner.     (See  BartUlt,  WiUiam.') 
Apportionment  of  BepreienttllTe*,  Mr.  Cunp- 
bell  lubmitted  a  rewiliitioD  to  appoint  ■ 
committee  to  report  a'bill  protidioK  for 
the,  aeeoriding  to  the  fourth  CNun*         -    fiSO 

laid  on  the  Uble BSl 

■  bill   fb[   tbe,  reported,   read    tiriM,  and 

mmmilted  .-■■-■  US 
debated  -  706,  7M,  839,  8M,  Mfi,  880,  898 
ordered  U  be  engroewd    -  -        -    91D 

ftiTtliei  debated  -        >        .        -     SI8,  »S 

weed M7 

Benate  eneBdnenl*  reoeived     ...  IIM 
read,  andieJerred     .        -        -        .        .  1113 
report  made      -...-.  1130 
debate  on  amcDdmeau      -        -        -1161,1167 
agreed  to  ......  tlTI 

Appropriationa.    (See  OomnulMn/.) 
Archer,  WiUiam  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended  •    fil3 

ren]arit>of,on  tnaiactianiat  Penaacola  614, 1161 
1163 
on  appioprjalion  of  landa  for  edncational 

purpoaea 713 

speech  of,  on  the  Binkrupt  bill  -        •  1084 

remarka  of.  On  the  Senate  amoDdmenti  to 

the  Appropriation  bill    -        -        -  16C7,  1663 
on  militarj  regnlationi      -        -        .  J733,  17M 
.  Arkaniaa,  committee  iutraolad  to  inquire  re- 
jecting nBCoafinned  land  daiow  in  the 
TnTitorj  of  -        -        -     i  ■        .        .    BS9 
AnninT,  Hr.  Jobseon  ef  Kentucky  labmitted  a 
raaalntion  reapeoting  the  eipadienoj  of 
eetaUiabiiv  a  NatiODil,  on  the  weatern 


laid  on  the  taUe 


iiidered,  and  adopted    -        .        -        .    717 
(See  Wtitem  Water*.) 
Army,  Mr.  CaDnon  anbuitted  a  ruolution  re- 

■peetingtheargaQiMtiim  of  the       -        -    ftSO 
motion  to  take  it  up,  Qegalived  -        -     649 

called  an 786 

modified,  and  agreed  to      -        -        -        •    787 
Mr.  Baldwin  eabmiltad  a  reaolntion  calling 
on  the  Hecre(U7  of  War  fi>r  a  atatement 
of  the  expenaea  of  the,  ftr  certain  yeara    9SI 
conaidered,  and  modified   -        ■        ■        ■    948 
report  received  .        -        -        .        -  hbs 

Mr.  Cannon  anbmitled  a  reaolutlon,  call- 
ing Ibi  a  liet  of  offieera  holding  brevet 

commiuione 1313 

agreed  to 1S86 

lilt  received 1303 

report  on  the  eipenditnrea  of  the       -        -  1198 
Mr.  Cocke  lubmitted  a  reaolntion  icipaeling 
tbe  remoTal,  &c.,  of  officer*    -        •        ■■  1310 

laid  OQ  the  table 1811 

report  on  the  laleTedncliun  of  the      •        •  I4U 


Araenala,  Ac.,  Mr.  FWd  anbmrtled  ■  teiotatiM 

calling  on  the  Presdant  for  inlbnnatian 

in  regard  to,  laid  on  the  table                   -  IMt 

coBiiderad,  and  agreed  to          .        .         -  I88C 

Aaaiatent  Doorkeeper,  nomiDation  ef        -        -  SOT 

election  of,  poa^raned    .    -        -        .         -  S18 

caDedop 687 

no  choice          ......  538 

election  of MS 

Attome;  General,  Hr.  Cocke  aabinitlei!  ■  reao- 
Intion  calling  on  the  Preaident  fbrinfiir- 
mation  in  relation  to  the  emonnt  of  monej 

paid  to  the 8S0 

eonaidend SCI 

laid  on  the  Uble 8(8 

agreed  to---                  -        -        -  IIW 

meaaage  in  replj       .....  |G01 

referred ISIS 

report  thereon  ...--.  1613 
Atloneje,  Ac    (Bee  JUvalda.) 


Babbitt,  Jacob,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  received 

from  the  Benate  read  twice,  and  referred  1331 
reported  and  commiUad  ....  ISSI 
nnder  conaiderition  .        -         -        -        .  1S8B 

laid  on  the  table 18M 

Baeol,  Thomae  W.,  Benate  tdll  foillierefifroi;  1518 
reed  twice,  and  referred     ....  \SM 
reported,  and  committed   -        -        .        .  1613 
Bailej,  Jonathan  N.,  bill  fbr  eelief  of,  leported, 

read  twice,  and  eommilted     ...    818 
ordered  to  be  engrowed     ....  13H 
paaaed      -..-.-.  1307 
Bainbridga,  Joie;gh>  bSI  for  nli^.of,  repotted, 

rMd  twice,  and  comnitted  -  -  .  I3n 
reported,  and  ordeted  lo  be  engnased        -  IBBt 

paaaed IM 

Baker,  laaec,  report  on  the  petition  of        -        -  llK 
Balancea  in  tbe  Treaaorr,  Mr.  McDnlEe  nibtBit- 
ted  a  reaolntion  calling  for  infmnalion  in 
regard  to       -        -        '        -        -         -  1010 
amended,  and  agreed  to   .        -  .   I4B 

answered I4eS 

Mr.  Reed  aubuitted  anndrj  reaolnliona  di- 
recting heads  of  Department,  dkc  to  re- 
port stalementa  reepecting,  within    ten 
daji  after  next  aeaaion  -        .         -         -  170 
Baldwin,  Henry,  of  Penniyl*ania,  etlended      -     SI3 
ramarki  on  Mr.  Whitman's  resolatiaa,  A"      559 
on  hii  reaolntion  for  adjonming  dnriog  the 

holidaya 6M.  58t 

on  amendmoDta  to  the  Role*     ...    Stt 
on  traoaactiona  at  PeoeacoU     .  .    •» 

on  Mr.  Cook's  leMlntiett  rMpMting  *Da- 

TaiUUa  funds,  dec  ...  087,  6T8 
on  the  Military  A[qiropiiation  tnlL  •  .  898 
on  the  new  Roles  -  ■  ■  -  .  gjt 
on  tbe  Appropriation  bill  -  •  -  S13,  8(0 
on  the  reference  of  the  HivionaiT  patiliatt  878 
on  the  adminiitration  of  WeeteraLand  0<^ 

ficea »1S 

on  the  Military  Appropriation  Ull       L10&,1I(T 
1106,1119,11X8.119 
on  the  bill  anthoriiing  an  exchange  of  •m- 

tain  slock* I31t 

on  adjonnineni        -        •        .        .        .  use 
on  the  Approprlalim  hiU  ....  ilB 
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BalihriD,  Haorj,  remiiki  of — conlinofd.  PiRi- 

on  printitig  citn  copies  of  tlie  itpocl  oD  Se- 

trenihmenl 1661 

on  com peuH Lion  to  memben    -  IGM,  1701 

on  Banite  amendnienla  to  tbe  Apptopria- 

tiOD  bill  .         .        .        ,  1671,  1G7T 

Btldwin,  Ruuell,  reparl  oa  ibe  pelilion  of        -    7G6 

Ball,  WiUi«m  U,  of  Virginia,  atundeil     -        -     bit 

remarkaof,  on  Ihe  petition  of  W.  Headcnon     6iG 

Btlloling  for  Bpeaker        .        -        -        .        .    614 

Baitimocg,  bill  for  the  rdiof  «f  asDilij  utrcbant* 

of,  repoiUd,  te«l  twin*,  anil  CMDmittad  -     S63 
rccomnuttcd     ......     569 

reported  without  ameDdment    ■        ■        -     733 
conndered        .-.-..  1630 
ordared  to  a  Ibird  raadtog  ...  issi 

ptued      .......  1533 

Mr.  Little  aobinitted  ■  reaalntiiw  calUogan 
the  BecTBlajj  of  Wac  for.papera,  Ao>,  in 
rBlalioD  loclaimaof  BigrelianUa^  agnsd  to     674 
petition  of  Chamber  of  Commeic*  itt,  pra- 

isnled  by  Mr.  Sioiih.  andTerarrwl  ~        .  1113 
bill  ixplinilorj  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  iahebitanU  o^  reported,  read  twicv, 
and  Dideicd  to  a  third  reading        -        .   1806 

puerd 1806 

Bank  of  the  United  Stale*,  Mr.  SerieanI  pie- 
■ented  a  memorial  of  the  Preiiilent  and 
Director!  of  the,  referred  .  -  -  63S 
Mr.  Colden  •ubmitteJ  a  reaolution  directing 
the  committee  on  the  memorial  to  inquire 
■rhether  the  bank  ia  not  In  the  pranicc  of 
taking  more  than  the  legal  interest  -     678 

report  thereon 1836 

laid  on  the  table 1S37 

Mr.  A.  Smyth  preaented  areftal)ftion  impos- 
iag  certain  condiliona  on  any  alteration 
of  the  charter  of,  negatived  .  •  .  S91 
Mr.  Cambreleng  aubmitled  a  resolution  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  the  TreMory  to 
Airniah  a  atatement  pt  the  Iraasaeliona  of 
the, for  the  year  16SI,biidon  the  table  .  T44 
adopted    -  -        -        ■        - .      -    767 

aniwered  -      .  .  -    '     .         -  -     876 

Senate  bill  to  aiqend  the  act  to  incorporate 

the 1307 

read  twice,  and  referred    .        .        -        .  1809 
re&rred  to  a.  aolect  committee    -        -        -  1370 
Bkrihrnptcy,  Mr.  Sergeant,  of  PennaylTania,  re- 
ported ■  bill  to  eatablieh  an  uniform  sya. 
ten  of,  read,  anil  referred       ...    6S3 
coniidered         .....     761,  769 

Mr.  StoTenaon  mated  to  atrike  out  the  firal 
aeetion  ......     766 

Mr.  Woodaoti  prapmed  an  anendneat       -     700 

withdrawn 769 

debate  on  Mr.  BteTenion'<  motion      •        -    769 
Mr.  ftmyth,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  atrike  out 

the  Bttt  aeetion 703 

debated     703,  996,  066,  1QI6,  1034,  1060,  1074, 
ID94,  1113,  1303,  1314 
motltm  to  inrike  ont  negatived   ...  1346 
amendmanta  debated  ....  1340 

other  amendniBntt  coniidered     -        -  1366,1376 

bill  i^cted 1S08 

Mr.  Blair  anbmitted  a  reaolution  calling  on 
the  Praatdent  for  a  atatement  of  the  ovm- 
ber  of  commiaaioni  of,  laailed  under  the 
Taw  of  1800,  ift  Virginia,  Maryland,  Penn- 
aylTania, and  New  York  .  .  - 
17th  Con.  l(t  Sew— 85 


Banknipley — continued.  Page, 

coluidercd         ......    M4 

■greed  to  ......    687 

anawored 801 

Mr.  Graham  preacDlad  Iwa  memoridi 
againit  the  eslahliahment  of  a  avatem  of, 
reftired  -        -        -    '    -        -    710 

Mr.  Dickinion  preaented  ■  memorial  of  the 

inhabitanla  of  Troy,  riew  York,  againat  743 
Mr.  Cambreleng,  ditto,  referred  -        -    747 

Mr.  Milnot  prsaenled  a  memorial  of  citiMiie 

of  Alexandria,  in  favor  of  the  bill,  nfarred  I06I 
Mr.  Tucker  preaented  aundry  petitiona  from 
the  citiiena  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  rela* 
lite  to,  read,  and  refarred       ...  1073 
Bank*  ofDepoaite,  report  of  tho  Secretary  of  the 

Treaaury  in  relation  to  -  -  1053 

bill  aathorixing  the  Boerelary  of  the  Treaa- 
ury to  make  each  diapoaition  reapecting 
public  Etoney  dua  by,  aa  may  beat  terra 
the  public  inlereit.  r^orted,  read  toriea, 
.  and  conaidered       .        -        -        .        .  1608 
laid  on  the  Uble        .....  iTOO 
Barber,  Noyea,  of  ConiMcticDt,  attended  -        .    518 
Barber,  Levi,  of  Ohio,  attended  .        .     614 

Barbonr,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -        -    614 

Heeled  Speaker S17 

addreaaof 517 

■peech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .        -        '.  lOSO 

voteofthankato 189S 

addreaa  of;  en  adjourning  the  Houee  -        •  1893 
Barron,  iamea,  bill  tor  the  relief  of,  reported, 

read  twiee,  and  committed  ...  I60I 
repotted,  and  ordered  to  be  engroaaed        -  1808 

paaaed -     -  1809 

Baratow,  Gideon,  oi  Manachaietta,  attended     .     618 
Bartlett,  William.  Jolin  Steama,  and  IValhaniel 
Carver,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        -        -        ■    781 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  ...  1789 
Baaaelt,  Barwell,  of  Virginia,  attended  -    614 

remarka  of,  on  the  increaaeof  the  Nary      -  IIW 
Bateman,  Ephraim,  of  New  Jeraey,  attended    -     S18 
remark*  of,  on  the  anbject  of  vaccination    -    868 
Batea,  Jamea  Woodaon,  of  Arkanaaa,  attended  -    630 
remonalrance  against  election  oC  preaantod, 
and  referred  ......    6SA 

report 684 

Battelle,  Janathan,  report  on  the  pelilioa  at,  aom- 

mitted B» 

Bayley,  Tboma^  of  Maryland,  attended    -        -     609 

remarks  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  -        -  1608 

■peech  o(^  on  the  CompeiMation  bill  -        -     IR 

Bayliea,  Fraacui,  of  Maaaachuaetta,  atteadad      .    618 

remarka  of,  on  the  Apportionment  bill        -    MO 

Baaamarchaia,  Carofi  de,    meaaage   and  other 

papera  relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heira 

of,  received    ....--  1444 

laid  on  the  Uble 1M7 

referred  to  a  aeUci  commillee    ...  1460 
Beltott,  John   Uiptial,  bill  from  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1848 

read  twice,  and  committed         -  -  1BS& 

Bennett,  Jamea.     (See  Flging  MatAiaf.) 
Bennett,  Joahna,  bill  br  relief  of,  reported,  read 

twice,  and  coinmitled  ....  897 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  IBOS 
paaaed 1808 
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B»ra>l.  Suiui,  bill  for  nliaf  of,  reported,  ra>il 

twice,  and  committed     -         >        -        .  1138 
repwttd,  reid  ■  third  time,  and  pawed       -  1BD7 
Bible  Sooiatj  of  Phiiadslpbu,  report  an  the  peti- 
tion of,  laid  on  the  t&ble         -        -        -  ll&l 
Bigalow,  Lewi*,  of  Maeiacbuaetta,  attended      •    S13 
Bigga,  William,  bill  for  relief  of,  reported,  read 

twice,  and  commilled    -         ■        -         -  [4Tt 

laid  OD  the  table 1790 

Blackledfc,  William  8.,  of  Nonb  CaioUna,  «l- 

tiDded  -        -        -     '  -        -        •        ■    BS? 
Blair,  Jam**,  of  Boutb  Carolina,  attended  •     614 

l«ra*rka  of,  on  bia  reaolnlion  calling  fi>r  in- 
formation in  rel^fion  to  Um  Bankrupt  law 

aflSOO 664,  6» 

•peach  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -        -    978 
on  hi*  molntiun  propoaing  an  anuDdnent 
to  the  Conalitulioo        ....  I7(i3 
Blakelj,  Al^nmf,  the  Committee  <rf  ConoMree 
taatrncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
ofaaking,  a  port  of  entry 
Mr.  Uoore  pnaented  petition  ofaundrymer- 
chanta,  praying  eftahliabmetitof  a  port  of 
entry,  referred        .        -        .        -        . 
tnll  aatablialupg  Ibe  diatriot  oC  receiTed  fcwn 

Benate,  read  twice,  and  comuitlad 
reported,  and  committed    ..... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  1461 

paaHtd 1464 

.Bian*;,  Aaron,  report  on  the  petition  of,  laid  on 

the  Ubie 

Bnland,  Cbarlee,  jr.,  of  New  York,  altanded  - 
the  Speaker  preaented  the  ccrtificala  of  elee- 
tien  of  -  -  -  ■  -  -  -  &3B 
Boundary  between  tbe  United  State*  and  the 
Briiiah  Proiincea,  Mr.  WiJliaiawn  aab- 
mitted  a  reeolniion  calling  on  the  Prcei- 
dent  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
eatabliahmenl  of  the  -        .        -    731 

adopted 

'   Meaaaga   and    documenla    in    a: 


919 


refarred    --..... 

Boanty  Land,  Mr.  Walker  aabmilttd  a  reaolu- 

tiun  for  granting,  to  aoldiere  of  Ibe  late 

war 14&9 

motion  negatived 1461 

Mr.  Bcolt  lubmiiled  a  reaolution  inalructing 
Ibe  aaeretary  of  War  to  report  the  num- 
ber of  aoMieri  who  have  recei*ed,  laid  on 

tbe  Uble 

taken  up,  and  agreed  to    -        -        .        . 
■•yd,  Joe.   C,  bill  for  relief  of,  received  from 

Sanala 1474 

referred 1479 

laid  on  tbe  table        ......  1877 

Brahan.  John,  receiver  ofpnblic  mosey  at  Uunia- 
ville,  Mr.  Moore  submitted  a  leeolution 
calling  on  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Traaiury 
for  information  reapcciing  official  delin. 
quenciea  of  ■        -        -        -        •        •  1614 

laid  on  the  table 1616 

Laketi  up,  and  adapted      ■         .        -        .  1617 

report  received 1787 

Branaon,  N  a  than,  bill  for  ihc  relief  of,  reported, 


Brecknnidge,  Jame*  D.,  of  Kentocky,  iitnli^  ft 
remarka  o(,  on  the  BankniplUll 
on  the  Appropriation  Intl   - 
Brevet  Comminione.     (Bee  Armg.) 
Brevourt,  Henry  B.,  report  on  Ibe  pd 

committed  ■  -  -  - 
Briaban,  J.  and  Jonah  Lcnia,  bill  for  relief  ef, 
reported,  read  twice,  and  coaiiailled 
(rdered  to  be  engroaied 
Briatol,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  eatibliihiii;  tbt 
district  at,  and  for  other  parpo*ea.npiin- 
ed,  read  twice,  and  oideieJ  to  1^  Vari 

read  the  third  time,  and  paned  - 
Biiaton,  William,  Mr.  Hendricki  prCKslaJ  Ibe 

petition  of fo 

Britiah  Weat  Indiea,  Mr.  Golden  preiaileil  At 
petition  of  aundry  mercbinli  if  New 
York  praying  the  repeal  of  tli  ratric- 
tioDB  on  trade  witb,  referred  -  -  -  *S3 
Mr.  Hooka  preaented  a  (imilit  pdilioD  fron 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  relerrcd  ■  -  -  9« 
BrittM,  JaMe»     (See  CaJdwdl,  Ptftr.)  I 

BrownetowD,  Michigan,  report  on  tJuntiKtiif       | 
a  treaty  made  ali  referred  to  CtnmitUt 
on  Hoada  and  Canala    -  -      ■  HI 

reported  with  a  bill  for  laying  ODi  i  iwl 
Ae.,  bill  read  twice,  and  commiwd      ■  13! 
Brown,  John,  of  Penniylvania,  atlenilel-      ■  '1' 
Buchanan,  James,or  Penniyliaai>,>ltea<itd  ■  il! 
remark*  of,  on  tbe  bill  for  reliif  ef  [cnwi 

diaabled  in  tbe  Revolaliaa  ■  -  ■  i^ 
apeechof,  on  the  iMilitaiy  Apprapfiiliiiiibi  SK 
mills 
on  the  Pennaylvania  militi*  Bum  •  ■  '^ 
on  the  Apportionment  bill  .  -  ■  « 
on  tranaactiont  in  Florida  -  ■  -  IKt 
apaceb  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  •  -  ''^^ 
temarke  of,  on  the  bill  BUthoriiiB|u  •>■ 

change  ofeerutn  alocki        -      -llHltt^ 
apeech  of,  on  the  A^npropriation  bill  •     '  1"' 
remarka  of,  on  the  Senate  amenlDKiiU  u 
the  Appropriation  bill    -     '  ■  "  "" 

Bulloch,  Archibald  B.,  and  otban,  report  n  the 

petition  of,  committed    -       -      '      '.„ 
Borcb,  Benjamin,  appointed  Doorkeeper- 
Bnrrowa,  Daniel,  of  Connecticut,  tlttsiM 
remark*  of,  on  the  MilJKiy  Appfoiali" 


bill 


■  W 


the  Apportionment  bill  -    8)1,9^ 

Bnraill,  Moeea,  report  on  Ibe  petitioD  o(  rttwa- 

tnitled * 

Burton,   Hutchtoga  G.,  of  North  Canliaa.tt- 

tended '  "i 

remarks  oC  on  vaceinatioD.  Jko.    ...v'SJ;,^ 

on  Senate   amendment*  to  , 


a  rcMilution  for  appoioling  a  coBiiiUM 
to  report  what  ii  necenaiy  to  b*  *»«  «■ 


Mr.  Tailor  *obmitted  a  re*olul)OB  rMpW- 
ing  the  order  of,  asracd  to     -       '  ,      >i 
Duller,  Joaiah,  of  New  Hampabire,  *UtB<icil  -  ■•> 
remarka  of,  on  tbe  Militaiy  Apft*P°^  .^ 


Digitized  byGoOgle 


Hotui  Pnnediiagt  and  Dtbatu. 


r,  Joiiab,  rBmwk>  of — eonlimud.  Pig*- 

n  Mr.  Caok'i  ranloiiini  concsniiDK   the 
eiamiciatioD  of  Wnlsrn  tMiil  offion      -     SIS 
n  the  ApportioQiiieiit  bill 


OD  the  Oompenintion  biil  - 
in,  JFimM,  bill  foi  relMf  of,  r 

twice,  ■ad  comnnttcd    • 
□ricTod  to  a  third  reidinK- 


C. 
CwleU.    (8e*  MUUary  Academy.) 
OBldwell,  Feter,  and  Jamn  Britten,  bi)l  for  re- 
lief of,  reported,  read  twice,   and  torn- 

mitl«d IIGI 

reportwl,  read  »  third  tiiiM,  wd  fmuti      -  1807 
Caliia,  Otho,  W.,  petition  of,  laid  on  ibe  taUe      69S 

relened 503 

C[U*erl  Countjr,  Maryland,  report  on  the  case 

of  the  tevv  court  of,  read,  aaJ  committed    9S0 
Cambreleng,   Churchill  C.,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended   G13 

remarka  of,  on   'Military  Appropriatian  bill     704 
on  the  Apportion  me  nt  bill                  -        -    8S0 
on  the  Uiliiarj  Appropriation  bill      -         -  IIOS 
on  the  bill  aathorizing  the  eicbange  Df  cer- 
tain stocks    1330 

remark!  of,  on  Mix'*  contract    ■        •        ■  1630 

on  eompenaatioti  to  memban     -  1M7,  1716 

on  the  bill  fixing  the  compeniatiOn  of  col- 

Icetora  ofeuBloms  -        -        •        •  186B 

Ganipbell,  Bimuel,  of  New  York,  attandwd       -    SIS 

Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  attended      -        -    014 

remarka  of,  on  the  appropriation  of  public 

land*  tor  educational  purpoaeb  -  -  711 
on  the  AiiportioomBDi  bill  ...  796 
on  •meuiltDcnta  to  laid  bill  .  -  .  1167 
on  the  Appropnation  bill  -  -  •  -  1481 
on  the  Uompeniation  bill  -        -1706,1711 

Campbell,  CbarUi,  bill  tor  the  relief  of,  reported, 

read  twice,  and  commiiled     -        -        -  1166 
reported,  read  the  third  lime,  and  pawed   -   1807 
Cnnnon,  Joibna.     (See  Hirkmaa.) 
OannoD,  Nevrlon,  of  TenneiMe,  attended  -    514 

remark*  of,  on  tianaactiona  atPeniacoU  611,813 
on  the  appropiialiOQ  of  pnbllc  land<  for  ed- 
ucational purpoaai  ....    716 
on  hia  resolntion  relative  to  reorganizing 

the  Anaj 785 

on  the  Hilitary  Academy  ...    377 

on  the  Hilitai^  Appropriaiiou  trill      -        .  1139 

on  adjoninmenl 13S7 

on  tba  OoBipeiMatiaB  bill  ...  1713 

Cnoiion,  Morten,  Ac.  (Bse  FtrtiJUallm:"! 
Cnpe  of  Good  Hope.  (See  JKotiri'f  iu>. ) . 
Cape  Vincent,  New  York,  Mr.  Sterling  iQb. 
mined  a  Teeolotion' calling  on  the  Becre- 
tary  of  the  Treainr/  for  informaiiDn  in 
regard  to  Ibe  compenaatton  of  the  OoHec- 
t*T  at,  hid  on  the  t«b4e  -        ■        -718 

taken  np,  and  agreed  to    ...        .    793 
report  received,  and  referred      ...     BJII 
Cnrr,  TboiM*.     (See  Dmukon,  J»k».) 
Cnrcoll,  Daniel,  of  Dnddlngton,  Senate  IhII  tea 

the  relief  of 1470 

referred I474 

reported,  and  committed    ....  iSM 
Carver,  Nathaniel.     (See  BartUtt,  WUHam.} 


Page. 
Carrer,  JoaaAan,   Mr.  Walworth  nbmitted  a 
reeolntion  calling  on  tbe  Preaidenl  ii»' 
information  in  regard  to  the  claim  of      -    80fi 
amended,  and  adopted      ....     S36 
meeaage,  dtc,  in  reply       ....   lesB 
Cm*,  London,  bill  for  the  relisr  of,  repwtnd, 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...  ^37 
raported,  and  ordered  to  be  engroaeed        -  1807  . 

pUMd 1808 

Caeeed;,  Oeorgo,  of  New  Jersey,  attended        •    613 
Caatinei  a  bill  bi  the  relief  of  certain  importen 
of  gooda  into,  reported,  read  twice,  and 

committed SS6 

laid  on  Ihe  table        -  —        ■        ■        -  1790 
taken  up,  and  again  laid  on  the  table         -  ISOB 
Catbeart,  Jamea  L-,  SenaW  bill  eiplanatoiy  of 

the  act  for  the  ratieTof  ....    596 

committed         ......    697 

reported  with  amendment,  and  committed     1384 

paaaed 1868 

Canaden,  Jeremiah,  arM«ry1aQd,attended        •    SIS 

election  of,  conteited.     (See  Retd,  PhiUp.) 

Cenans.     (Bee  Fourlh  Cenaiu.) 

Certiflcatea,   Committee    of   Heviial,   dec,  in- 

atracced   to  inqnire  into  the  expediency 

of  reTi*ing  the  act  anthorizing  the  pay* 

ment  of  certain 649 

bill  for  that  pnrpow  rapoitMl  -  -  -  699 
eonaideied,  and  committed  -  -  .  790 
repotted  with  amandtaeBta  ...  730 
ordered  to  lie  engroased    -        -        -        -  IS08 

paaaed -        •  1809 

Chambere,  David,  «rOhli>,Bllended  •'        •    614 

remark!  of,  on  the  Military  AporapriatiM  bill   683, 
64%,  666 
on  Ike  Apportionment  bill  ...    813 

on  the  Military  Appropriatlnn  bill  -  -  1134 
on  Ihe  Apwoprlation  bill  ...  iS09 

Chaplain,  Mr.  Wright  moved  to  appoint  a        -     610 
nomination  for         .....    633 

elected 633 

Mr.  PatteraOD  moved  to  Tacate  the  office  in 

caM«4«eota  of  non-nttan  dance  of  tbe    -    S68 
motion  withdrawn    -        -        -        <        -    660 
Ckafriaina,  resolntioa  fi>r  tba  apDointmant  0^ 

received  Irom  the  Ssnnta  and  OBDOamd  in     6S8 
Ctaiotte,  Stephen  P.   (amtBoH  Fhrkhi  O^git 

Land  Anoeiation.'} 
Cheaapeak*   and    Detaware    Canal   ConpMy, 
CoBmittee  on   Road*    and  Canda  U- 
atnuted  to  inqnire   what  meiauree  are 
•eceasaiy  10  enable  the,  to   acoompUah 
the  purpoae  of  their  incorporation        -'  549 
Chicago,  a  bill  making  appropriationa  for  car- 
rying into  efiect  a   treaty  mode  at,  re- 
ported, read  twice,  and  Uid  oa  the  table  1474 
recommitted      ....--  1697 
Childaia,  Nathaniel,  report  on  the  petition  of, 

committed     ....--    967 
Claims,  Committee  of,  i^ipolnted      -         -        -    519 
Claimi  againat  the  United  Slatei,  Mr.  Sterling 
submitted  a  reaolution  for  appointing  i 
select  committee  to  report  the  oipediency 
of  referring  unaeltled,  on  account  of  the 
late  war,  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treaiury     fi9S 
Mr.  Reid  lobmitted  a  resolalion  for  appoint- 
ing u)  officer  to  ioveatigats  and  report 


nail    - 


709 
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Hmm  ProOKdiivi  amd  DAaUt. 


P.B..' 
CUrfca,  Thaddea*.    (8aa  hawrtnet.  Hod.') 
Gluk*.  JuM*  H^  Scuita  biU  Tdi  relief  of         -  I30T 

nsd  twice,  ■lul  referrw) 1S09 

raportwl  inJ  comnilted     ....  1380 

coDiidered 1869 

laid  on  the  table 1890 

Ohnkaon,  Samuel,  and  Aleiinder  Elmdie,  bill 
fbl  tctief  oCTeporled.md  Iwiee,  and  oom- 

milled 660 

pMMd SSt 

Cluton,  Thomu,  Inte  Doorkeeper,  Mr.  Wright 
■nbmilted  a  reaoInlioD  directing  Ibaclnk 
to  pay  to  tbe  reprnentatiie*  0^  •  «er- 
laiD  iDDi  lodefrajexpenMaofbUfllDera], 

nagatiTed 676 

Cterk  of  the  Hddm  aptwinled  -        -    B17 

Chnk*.     (See  MarthaU,  J^.) 
Cleikf  and  Acconntanta,  Mr.  Jahnaoa  anbnit. 
lad  a  rcBolutioa  diractlng  Heada  of  De. 
partmenta  to  report  the  nnmber  of,  re- 
qaired  in  their  leapectiie  oiBcea     -        -  1769 
Obn  np  and  agroed  to     ....  1887 
Clolhiiif  fo'  the  Ana;,  Mr.  Enatia  aobnitted 
naolutiani  in  regard  to  the  eipediencj 
of  making  an  appropriatiqD  for,  agreed  to     703 
Cocke,  John, of  Tenneaaee,  altandad        -  fil4 

ramarka  of,  on  the  bill  reooniejing  land  to 

HawYoAdtj      .... 
on  the  Millitar^  A|fvopnatian  bill    - 
on  the  Altorney  Ganaral'a  compenaalton 
OD  Iha  rcorgaoiiation  of  the  Navy  .   1013 

(peach  of,  on  the  Nililaiy  Paaee  EttabUah- 

on  the  Mililat7  Appropriaiian  hill 
renarka  of,  on.  Iha  Sanata  amendniaDta  la 

the  Appropiialioa  UU    -        -  1841,  1667 

lamarki  at,  on  the  bill  for  tbe  ptonpt  aet. 

tleroent  of  public  acooania      ...  IWO 
on  Military  rtgulatioaa      .        -  1733,  1T67 

Cede  of  Law*  for  Ihe  Dialrict  of  Colambia,  Mr. 

8te*an«on  preaenled  a    maesoiial  pray> 

ingike  adoption  of  Judge  Craneh'a,  re- 

ftmd I«7 

fMIet^  John.  StMle  biU  foi  the  iriief  of  - 

Mid  twi««  ond  ralaared      .        .        .        - 
reported  and  eotamitiod    .... 

latd  on  the  table 

Coin*,  aahct  oonmittae  appointed  pBrmaBl  to  a 

rtaolution  aubmittml  by  Mr.    Wood  re. 

l-cHnS 

Celdeu,  Cadwalladcr  D.,  of  New   York,   Mr. 

Wood  preaenled  a  mcmoiial  of,  oontaat. 

ing  tha  election  of  Peter  Bharpe,  referred     630 
report  of  tbe  committee     .... 

eouaidered 

approved 

ia  qualified  and  takea  hii  leat    .        -        . 
remarka  at,  on  tbe  rcaolution  for  temporary 


B8S 


in  the  Apportionment  bill  -  ■     BSB 

in  hii   reulution   calling  tor   infarmation 

reapecllng  the  fund  for  dliabled  aeamen  677 
on   bU  leaolution  respecting   the  intereit 

cbaracJ  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  State*  6^7 
679 


Colden,  C,  remairka  of— eontinnad.  Figt. 

on   Mr.   Btair'a   leadatiaD   refecting  tbe 

BanktaptlawafiaOO  .  .  .  -  Mt 
on  the  Hilitary  Appropriation  tiU  -  -  1U 
apeech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        .913 

remarka  of,  on  tranaaeliona  at  Pencaeala  •  111! 
on  Ihe  incraaae  of  tbe  Na*y  -  UN 

on   tbe  bill   for   the    randilion  of  fogiliie 

alaiea 1S79.    13M 

rematluor,on  IhaeichangeefoETUinatMka  141S 
on  the  Compenaation  bill  -  -  -  .  170S 
Colleton  Diatrict,  Booth  Carolina,  Mr.  Lowndei 

preaenled  memorial  of  the  iohahitante  of. 


Columbia.     (See  SgfubUc  ^ 
Colonbia  RiTer,  committeo  Bn>Mn(ed  toinqnire  I 

into  tbe  expediency  of  occapying  the,  and 
tarritory  of  the  United  Suiea  a^aoent  | 

thereto SM 

bill  to  autbaiita  the  occapaiioii  al,  repotted, 

read  twice,  and  committed    -  -    714     , 

Mr.  Floyd  inbmitled  a  reaolntion  calling  on 
tbe  Becretai7  of  tha  Na»y  lor  the  report 
of  theaipenae*  of  transporting  artiUei?  to    U) 

called  up &C0 

adopted -    S«I 

Commaice,  Committee  of^  appiunted  -    Sli 

CommeTce,  a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  Cor  the 
protection  of,  and  to  pauiah  piracy,  re- 
ported, read  twice,  aud  commiUed  -        -  1451 
Com  ntieaioner  of  Public  Baiidinga.     (Sea  PuMit 

BuUdingt.) 
Compeniilion   of  Heiaban  of  Congma,  and 
olbera,  Mr.  Edward*  anbmittcd  a  laaala. 
tioD  to  pronde  far  tha  reductiott  »f,  I*- 

jectad »M 

(Bee  Jftetien  of  CengtMi.) 
Conant,  Shubael  P.,  report  on  the  petilioB  at, 

committed     ..--.-  14B 

Condict,  Lewis,  of  New  Jetaey,  attended  -    611 

remarka  of,  on  the  Apportionment  bSI      891, Mt 

on  theecbject  of  vacciuation     -        -        -  109 

Congreai,   Mr.  Sawyer  lubmitleJ  a  rcaolution 

Sling  time  for  next  meeting  of       -         >  IM! 
pay   of  Hembere    of.       (See   Mcmbffi   of 
Canpet*.) 
Coflkliog,  Alftwd,  of  New  YoA,  attasded 

temarki  o(  on  tha  ApportlonmaDt  bill         -    I 
on  hia  propoaition  ofai— ndmaat  to  tho  Co»- 
(titntioo,  rejecting  pay  and  miknge  of 
membera        •        .        -        -        -         -  J' 
Conner,  Henry,  of  North  Carolma,  attended     - 
Conner,  William,  a  bill  granting  a  tract  af  Iknd 
to.  received  from  Senate,  twke  laad,  and 
committed     .        .        -         .        •         .1 
rr[inTtrrl  wjlhoiii  anaandmont.  and  roTnaiiltad  IKI 
conaidered,  and  ordered  to  be  angrai    '         "" 

Conalitntion  of  the  United  Sutea.    (See  A 


li.) 

Controvernea  between  Statea,  Ur.  Con£ct  ai 
mitteit  a  reaolution  providing  lordtdai 
of,  tanitorial  or  other      ... 
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INDEX. 

Hoa»e  Proeudinin  and  Dtbattt. 


Cook,  Daniel  P^  of  lUinoii,  KUcnded 

rsmiTka  of,  on  bu  rMolatioa  in  reUtion  lo 

tbe  «iaminitiaii  uriaDd  olEcM  G3S 

on  hiinulutioa  calling  on  tbe  BecreUryof 
tbg  TreuoT7  for  iarormalioD  reipeetiriK 
pnblio  fundi  -        -       874,  678, 877, 673 

on  lb>  appropriation  of  landa  for  adacatioDtl 

parpoMt 718 

on  tiu  (alar;  of  the  diatrict  Judge  in  Mia- 

•onri 729 

on  tho  AppoTtioomont  bill  -        ■   8TS,  IIBI 

on  the  examination  of  Wutern  land  offieai     887 
913,916,616 
on  traniactiaa*  at  PaniBCola      •        -        -  )148 
on  the  pay,  &e.,  of  cadeU  -        -1177 

on  tbe  Mchanga  of  certain  atoeki       -        -  1843 
on  printing  extra  eopie*  of  the  report  on 
'       KetrMtohment,  Ac        -        -        .        -  Ifiea 
on  conpenaatian  of  Members     -        -        -  1S4S 
on  Senala  amendnenia  to  the  Appropriation 

bill 1874 

on  the  bill  reapecting  depeaile  banka  -        -  1696 
on  ipeciai  bank  dapojrit«a  -        .        .        .  1801 
Cooper,  Daniel,  SenatBlnll  for  relief  of     -        -1646 
read  twice,  and  oommilted         -  -  18G6 

Cotton  Spinntn,  Mr.  Morgan  praaealed  a  me- 
morial of  aandry,  of  New  York  «ilj,  n- 

ferred 1B50 

Conrt«  of  the  United  Statea,  Hr.  Cook  anbmilted 

a  leaolulion  initracting  the  Committee  on 

the  Judiciar;  to  inquire  what  alterationi 

are  Dcceaaer;  in  the  organization  of  the 

adapted    ------- 

bill  for  tbe  belter  organiiaiioD  of  the,  in 
New  York,  reported,  read  tvrice,  and  laid 

on  the  Uble 

eonaidered  and  laid  on  the  table 
Coxe,  Nathaniel.     (See  William  tfoll.) 
CrafU.  8«mael  C,  of  Veriaont,  attended 
Crawford,  Jkmea,  and  olhera.     (See  Ciuliru.) 
Cfedentiala  of  Membeta,  partial  report  on,  laid 

on  the  table 748 

Creeka  and  Cberokeea,  Hr.  Gilmei  aaboitted  a 
reeoliition  directing  the  Secretar?  of  War 
to  report  how  much  of  the  appfoprialioiu 
for  Ireatlaa  with  the,  haa  been  expended, 

laid  an  Ike  Uble T18 

taken  up  and  agreed  to     -        -        -        . 
Ireceived-        -  -       •       -    7S6 


Cambeiland  Road—coo  tinned,  p. 

Mr.  Trimble  aubmitted  a  reaolution  ioatract- 
ing  the  Committee  on  Roada  and  Canab 
to  inquire  into  Ibe  eipedieac;  of  pi*, 
tiding  for  tbe  repair  of  tbe,  and  for  eitab- 
liahing  toU-galaa  thereon 
called  Dp .'        . 


Mr.  Trimble  aubmilted  a  reaolution  inatiuct- 
iag  the  committee  to  inqnin  what  meaa' 
urea  are  neaeaaaif  to  enable  tbe  Preddeat 
to  complete  the  eurvejp  and  location  of  the 
propeaed  oealionalioD  of  that  road 


Mi.  Fairellf  inbniitad  a  reeolnlion  oalling 
on  the  Sacretai;  of  the  Tieaantj  bi  ■ 
oopT  of  lh>  report  of  the  comninioneia 
appmnted  to  inapeet  Uie  raad 


dup- 


S7< 
67S 


717,  1184 


Mi.  Mooie  anbmilted  a  reaolution  of  Ibe 
General  AeeemUr  of  Alabama,  aaking 
apprainiation  for  treating  with  the,  com- 
nitted 

Heaaage  of  tba  Preaideat  reapecting  appro- 


1161 


Crudnp,  Joaitb,  of  North  Carolina,  attended    -  614 
Crnte,  John,  a  bill  Ibrlhe  relief  of,  rep«nad,  raad 

twice,  and  commitlad     -        -        •        ■  910 
read  the  third  time,  and  pftiaed  ■        .         -  1806 
Camberland  Road,  Mr.  Tiinbte  aabmitled  a  rea- 
ololion  calling  on  the  Preaidant  for  infor- 
mation regarding  the  completion  of  the  660 

agreed  to 678  , 

report  received 948 


leceifed  and  referred 

Mr.  Stewart  anbmilted  a  leaolatton  ii 

tion  to  the  repaiia  of  the        •        .        .    646 

called  up-        -        -        -        .        .        .     Tsg 

agreed  to,  with  amendtoent        ...    no 

a  bill  for  tbe  preearratioa  and  repair  of  the, 

reported,  read  twice,  and  eommiU«d       -    748 

pMaod 1784 

relainad  by  Ibe  Pieaidenl  with  objectianB  1808 
Senate  bill  anpplemental  In  the  act  to  ealab- 

li*h  Ibe iiM 

referred  --.-.-,  njx 
reported  with  amendment  ...  1134 
eonaidered  -.-...  is9o 
eopj  of  the  bill        -        .        .        .        .  1372 

bill  rrjeded |g7g 

Mr.  Smith  preaanted  a  copj  of  an  aet  of  the 
Lefirialaie  of  Maryland  in  relation  to 
tbe,  lebrred-        ■        -        .       .       .  1313 
Cumninsa,  Daiid,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, read  twice,  and  eommilted        -        -     731 
ordered  to  a  Ibiid  reading  -        .        -        .  1789 

paaaed 1790 

Cnatoroa,  Commiltae  of  Commeroe  inatmoted  to 


648 
eommiltee  inatracted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  (he  act  allowing 
oonpenaetion  to  ceruin  officer*  of  the    -    676 
Senate  bill  to  eiiabliab  eontpenaatioB  of  of- 
ficara  of  the,  and  to  altar  certain  ooHee- 
tion  diftricla,  read  twice,  and  committed    867 
reported  with  amendmenta  .        -1193 

eonaidered         ---...  1869 

Paiaed ivtl 

Cuthbert,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  attended      -        -    871 

remarka  of.  on  the  Apportlotinient  bill        -     838 

on  the  exchange  of  certain  aloeka      -        -  1841    ' 

D. 

Dale,  Samoel,  petition  o(  refened    .  -  1377 

Dane,  Joaapb,  of  Maine,  aUended  -     614 

Darlington,  William,  of  PennayUania,  attended    613 

Daah,  John  B.,  bill  to  relieve  heira  of,  Moorted     688 

amended,  and  orrlered  to  ba  engroaaed        -  1787 

paaaed 17JO 

Dathiel,  George  W.,  and  othera.  report  on  the 

petition  of,  committed    -        -         .        .    849    * 


DiailizodbyGOOgle 
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Bcmit  Pnctidiimg*  and  DAaUi. 


Dabalei  of  Contrew, 

report  on  Iba  bnt  uods  of  raporling  tba  1637 
raport  of  nid  aompiitt««    •        -        -        .  177S 

lud  OB  tbe  uUe 

DMlmtion  of  Indcpeodanoa,  coBmnQlcatioii  la 
tba  NatioBtl  lolclliggncrr  in  iFlation  to 
tbe  order  in  which  the  lignitarea  war* 

•ffixwl  to  the 

Dafaoken,  Mr.  KiiUand  aobnilted  &  reaalatiMi 

to  nro^a  Em'  the  punUhaeiit  of    -        -  I486 

modiied,  and  adapted        ....  I469 

Dalawere   and   RaiHin   Canal   Company,   the 

Conuniltee  on  Road*  and  Canab  weea 

iDBtrncled  to  ioqatre  into  Ihe  eipedienoy 

Deniacin,  Qtm%t,  of  Pennif  Ivania,  atteodad 
"      itBenta,  Mi>  Codia  anbnitted  a  nMlDtun 
for  appoinling  a  eommiltea  to  ail  dnitng 
the  raceaa  to  inTcstigata  the  aflaiia  of  tbe 

aereral ~  U6B 

e  Banka.     (Sea  Bankt  ofDtpMiU.') 
Deputy  CoUectoia  of  GaaloBB,  Mr-  Raed  aob. 
milted  a  reeotalion  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Ttetanrj  for  informatioB  id 
relation  to  the  appoiDtment  of        -        • 

kdopied    

anawered  ......  iobo 

■  Irill  to  pTOTJde  for  the  appointment  oi;  i^ 
ported,  ra«d  twice,  ana  ordered  to  the 

third  readinf 1894 

paaaed 1785 

Deeobrj,   Benjamin,  a  bill  Jbr  tbe  reliof  ai,  re- 
ported, read  twice,  and  eomnitlad  •  1380 
reported,  and  ordered  to  be  engrocaad        -  1808 
paaaed       ..--...  iS09 
Ifaatrehan,  Noal,  rapoK  on  the  petition  of         -    701 

(Sea  NeCarttf,  Edward.) 
Dej,  Anthony,  and  Jamee  McDonald,  rapott  oa 
tba  petition  of,  prayiog  erteonrafanMnt 
Ak  an  invention  fttr  draaug  flax,  hemp, 

Ac 1370 

laid  on  the  table 1783 

I>)(B«i  Slip,  bill  reitoriog  pnTilegea  of  a  aaar 
ktUr  leaeal  Co,  MpMlad,  read  twice,  and 
eoBHUted     ■---..     717 
ordeied  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        .  Mfifi 

naed 1484 

na—ta  eniendot«nt<  reaeived     ...  1048 
concuned  in      .....        .  IflSS 

Dibril,  Ahira,   and  Sophia  Hancock,  a  biU  for 
conflitniBf  tbe  title  to  a  trad  of  land  to, 
reported,  read  twice,  and  laid  on  tba  table  1474 
conaideiad,  aikd  otdwtd  to  a  third  reading  IBM 
read  the  third  lioie,  and  paiaed  -        -  1666 

Diddnaon,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  attended      -    618 
Digeat  of  HanaltEtarea,  Mr.  CaQ4iball  wbnitted 
a  joint  teeolaiion  direoliag  the  SegrMary 
•f  State  to  eanaa  to  bo  prepared  a,  in  ac- 
oordaDce  nilh  retnina  of  ihelaatcenaua  •    fiSG 
relerred     -.-....    810 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    067 

paaaed -        ,     980 

Direct  Taxea,  Mi.  Lathrop  ■nbmilted  a  reaolo- 
tion  on  the  aalijeet  of  reriaing  the  acta  for 
extending  time  for  redemption  of  landa 

■old  for SSO 

Mr.  Wood  anbmitled  a  reaolnlioD  on  the 

aame  anbjeai  both  laid  on  tbe  table        .    531 
Mr.  Lithrop'a  modified,  and  agreed  to        -    530 


Direct  Taie*— contioaed.  Fip. 

a  bill  for  eitandiog  tbe  time  (or  redc«aii| 
landa  eold  for,  reported,  rtid  tvica,  ud 


read  tbe  third  tiaie,  and  puied  .  ^ 

DJabonemante.     (Sea  Fuhlic  itnuj.) 
DiatiUara,  a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  niD<lrj,np«md, 

read  twice,  and  commiUed     -      -      -  \ 

coniidEred a 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •      -M 

Dtatriot  of  Cotunbia,  ConniUae  en  ikt,  ip- 


Mr.  Kant  preaenled  a  memorial  bta  ik 
inhabitanta  of  the,iarel■lioatatb•Ntb■ 
bU■bmenI  of  a  fruM  of  goraragtmi,  n- 


Stephi 
g  the 


ing  the  adoption  of  Cranch'i  codeoTliei 

for  tba Itl 

Doake,  William.     (Sea  OalcnK.  Mk.) 
Dodge,  John,  Mr.  Golden  aabmitted  i  nadMioi 
requeating  tbe  Seoelerj  of  Wu  tort- 
pott  the  procaediaga  of  a  eoart  wuliil  in 
relation  to  a  fina  hnpow  ' 
petition  of,  referred    ■ 
Donelion,  John,  Thomaa  Carr,  and  MbmSui- 
aU  bill  for  tbe  relief  of  . 
read  twice,  and  comnuttcd 

reported,  and  commitlod    - 

la^^on  the  Uble 
Doolej,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  raprtid, 
read  twice,  and  eammiUad 
ordered  to  a  Ibiid  reading 


report  n 
to,  laid  oi 
Doeli,  on  UMitoa  of  Mr.  Howe. 

tfa«  Oommiltoa  on  Iba  Jadieiai]r  im  ■B' 


fortha 
among  civil,  miUtary,  and  naval 
committee  diacbargnd 
reeolntion  laid  on  the  table 
Dsnean,  Abner  L.,  bill  concerning,  iqieMi< 
raed  twise,  and  eoinaiilUd 
laidoo  thialabk 


m  , 


sn 


Dunn,  Themaa,  appointed  eergeaDl-a^ArB• 
Dann,  Oawald  J.,  elected  Aaeitlaut  Doi>iii<«Ft  w 
Durfae,  Job,  oi  Rhode  Iiland,  attended 
apeech  of^  on  tbe  Apportionmant  bill 
remarka  a(  on  the  aaid  hilt  -    ^^ 

Dntieao&lMpeitcMr.BaUwinaabmitledarei' 

-  jn  modiAeatioiu  or  >» 


a  eapplemental  hill  to  amrad  the  act  terv- 
UU  calbctH>nBo4rv<trted,readlwice,*iia 
committed    -       .       -       -      •      " ''" 

a  bill  to  potpaluate  tbe  act  of  the  SdMtrch, 
1817,  to  continue  the  act  topiori^fD' 
the  collection  of,  reported,  read  twice,  ina 
committed '  '*■ 
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Dution  on  Impurti — soatioaai].  Pigc. 

Stntte  bill  to  p«ip«tna(«  the  act  of  SMh 
A{uil,  1S16,  luppJemaatil  to  the  act  to 
legulilg  UiB  catlectioD  of,  rend  twice,  and 
Mmniiltad  .-.-.-  1539 
a  bill  to  rsTive  aod  ftntnd  the  aeta  tm- 
poains,  reportaJ,  read  tmc«,  wid  oom- 

mitted 1188 

Dution,  Joaeph,  and  othera,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  leporlsd,  read  twice,  and  cemmillad  -  MT3 
Oulj  OB  Booke,   Mr.  Nalaon  pratenlad  a  pali* 
tion  frotD  the  UniTenit;  of  Virgioia,  pre;* 
iuf  eiemptioa  Iram       '.        .        .        .     331 
Mr.  Orabim  preMBlad  a  atoiilar  peUtion 
from  lundry  coUcgea,  dui.       -        -        .     Ml 
Dwigbt,  Henry,  of  ManaGhoaalta,  att«ndei]       -    G13 
rannrk)  of,  on  Ifaa  Hililar^  Appropriation 

bill 680 

^    on  the  eicbange  of  certain  (lock*  •  I36S 

on  lb*  Banala  aotandawata  to  the  Appnv 

prialion  bill 16H 

on  deciaioD*  of  the  Second  Conqitroller      •  1738 
E. 
Eamee,  Tbomat,  lepoit  on  the  petilion  of  -        -  16M 
Barle,  WUliam  NichoJai,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

TcpOTted,  reed  twieo,  end  oommilled       -    804 
ordered  to  a  thiid  reading  ...  1789 

paaacd -        -  ISOS 

Eeet  Florida  Coflee  Lend  AMOcUtion,  report  on 

Iha  patiliini  of,  laid  on  the  t«U«      -        -  1104 
committed        -.-..-  1370 
EaatOD,  Sarah.    (See  Harruon,  Colontl  R-  H.) 
Eddy,  Samnet,  ofShodoIeland,  attended         .-    513 
Ednealioo,  Mr.  Nalaon  of  Maryland  aabmitted 
a  reaolatioii  en  the  aqbject  of  appropria- 
B  of  pabUc  landa  for  the  ymrpoeei  of| 


laid  0 


637 


called  up,  and  coniidered   .... 
reaolalioD  withdrawn,  and  othen  anbrnillad, 

read,  and  committed       -        -        ■        . 
Mr.  BatemBn  *tibnitt«d  a  te«alati<Mt  of  the 

State  of  Now  Jereey,  asking  apjBvpria- 

lioDR  of  land  for  pnrpoaeB  of  • 

committed 

Mr.  Tomlinnin  preecntad  a  twpm^  of  a  oom- 

mittee  of  the  Qcnetat  AaiamUj  of  Con- 

neetient  of  the  eeme  ptirport,  committed     7)3 
Mr.  SmMi  aabmitted  a  reaolalion  for  ap- 

pointiiig  a  aelael  coaimlttee  on  the  Ken- 
tucky leeidQlion  relating  to     - 

committed 

Mr.  Hobait  preaented  a  reaolution  of  New 

Hampshire  relating  to,  committed 
Mr.  HiU  prceented  a  reiolu^n  of  the  Le- 

giilalnie  of  Maine  on  the  lubject  of 
Mr.  Mallary  preiented  einilar  reeolntiona* 

from  Vermont        .        .        .        .        - 
Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  ConnaelioDt,  attended  - 
remailu  of,  on  the  Apportionment  bill 
on  Mr.  Cook's  Teaolution  in  rela^on  to  the 

eiamination  of  Western  land  offices 
Edwards,  Wcldon  N.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 

remarlu  of,  on  Mr.  Whitman's  resolntion 
respecting  ihe  controierey  between  Gen- 
eral Jackson  and  Jndge  Fiomentin      f>5S,  617 

on  the  Eubject  of  vaccinaLioa      -        •        •  1S3S 
on  compenaation  to  members    -        -  1646, 1646 
Edwardsville.     (See  Trtatia-) 


Electiona,  Mmmiltee  of,  appointed    -        -        ..    fill 
Bleclors  of  President.     (See  Amtndment  to  Ike 
Coruiitution.) 
;,  Robert  M.,  adverse  report  on  the  petition 

of,  agreed  to S67 

Elliot,  John  C.     (Bee  Milla;  Jamu.) 

Elmslie,  Alexander.     (See   Ciariaon,  Samuti.) 

"  '  ,  Pennsylvania,  resolution  of  the  Legislatnre 

of  Penneylrsnia  on  the  subject  of  obstrnc- 

lioni  in  the  harbor  of,  referred  •    534 

ng,  George  W.,  Mi.  Lowndes  presented  a 

letter  from,  on  the  subject  of  a  donaLon 

ofroedale 744 

referred    ---...-     746 
Errin,  James.    (Bee  Hilla;  Jama.) 
Gstimat*«  of  Appropriations,  the  Speaker  pre- 
aentad  •  letter  ffem  the  Becrelary  of  the 
Treasnry  on  the  autnect  of     -        -        -     760 
Euetia,  William,  of  MMaac^uaelta,  attended      •     613 
remarka  of,  on  the  bHI  to  reconvey  land  to 

New  York  city 008 

speech  of,  on  the  Military  Peace  BstabKafa- 

ment 1687 

on  the  subject  of  vaodnalion     -  -  lt39 

on  the  Senate  ameadmente  to  the  Appro- 

priatkm  bill 1661 

Ewinge,  Samael,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 

read  twice,  and  committed     -        '        -  13S1 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  psasod        •  1806 
Bidhangeof  Stocka,  a  bill  toanthorize  an,  report- 
ed, and  committed  .        ,        ,        ^    696 

conaidared 1304,1839 

Mr.  Cambrelenf  proposed  amendmeals      -  1880 

further  debate 1888 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  amendments,  debated  -  1841 

negatived -  1S48 

Mr.  Cambrelenf 'a  anwndmenta  debated     -  1844 

agreed  to 1846 

Mr.  Lowndes  proposed  an  amendment  -  1847 
agtsed  to,  and  farther  dabala  on  the  bill    -  1845 

bill  rejected I860 

motion  10  raconsider  •        ■        •        -        .  1867 

agreed  to 1888 

t^en  np,  considered,  and  i^ain  poetponed  1871 
taken  np,  and  debated  ■  ■  •  .  1416 
ordarad  to  a  third  nailiag  -        •        -        •  IBO6 

pasted 1806 

Bieeutione  at  suit  of  the  United  Slates.     (Bee 

Sale  of  Laadi.y 
Extra  AUowances,  reMlution  for  making,  to  the 

inJ  pages    .        .        -        .  1S86 


Pairfst  and  London  Counties,  Virginia,  Mr,  Mer- 
cer presented  a  memorial  from,  on  the  lup- 
prenion  of  the  slave  trade,  referred 

Farrelly,  Patrick,  of  Pennnlvanis,  attended 
.._•.■>■  nf  ^„  ihg  Militnrj  Appropriation 


remarks  of,  0 


bUl 
oa  the  App 


It  bill 


-  1480, 


the  Apportionment 
mail  depredations 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  - 
FayetteTille,  North  Carolina,  Mr.  McNi      . 

sented  a  melDDrisl  of  sundry  citizens  of, 

Filhnore,  Septa,  report  on  the  cose  of,  1 
Finances,  report  on  the  subject  of    - 
dalailed  report  on  the  enbjeat  of 
(See  Exehangi  of  Stotk.) 
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Flndlaj,  John,  of  PennijlTinii,  ceitifii^alc  of  Ihc 
•lection  or,  prcMiitod     -        -        .        . 

Fint  McridUn,  Meuage  jrom  Ibe  PrMident,  on 
(be  labjecl  ofthe  -         -        ~        •        . 

Fitch,  Lemuel,  leporl  an  (he  petiliOD  of,  coiuiil- 


uilled 


npoit  Uiereoi 

concnmJ  in     -----        -  loov 

Fletcher,  Mr.,  ■uiiUntin  Ihe  Clerk'*  office,  rg>- 

olulion  for  pacing  him  -  -  ■  •  188S 
Floildl,  Commillee  of  Commerce  iiutrucleil  to 
inouire  into  Ihe  expediencj  of  erectiag 
ligbthoDie*  oo  ihe  coul  of,  tnd  to  report 
l*h*t  meuurea  ue  neceiHry  to  giTe 
greater  ascurit;  to  the  Golf  Stream  -  fiW 
Mr>  Wright  preienled  «  metnori*]  prajjug 
Air  (he  c*t*blUhmeni  of  a  Teiritarul  gov- 


803 


a  bill  lo  establith  Terrilorial  goTcrnment 

receJTcd  from  the  Senile        .        .        -  ixaa 
read,  and  comniited          ....  1344 
reported  withonl  amendment,  and  commit- 
t>d 1888 

-  13T4 

-  1377 

-  1378 
Mr.  WillJBm*  (ubmltted  a  reiolution  cillini 

on  Ihc  Prewilcnt  fbr  information  in  rela 

tion  to  the  mjljleiy  command  in    -         -  IBM 

■gned  lo 119» 

mMwge,  ftc,  la  re^y       -  -  1488 

Hr.  Archer  eubmitlcd  euadiy  reeolulioni 

regard  lo  recent  Intnadiona  in       -        •  lt9& 
the  Honie  rernted  to  ronaider  (aid  leeolo- 

■  iigs 


kBenatebiil  coDoemingce 

galion  in       -        -       -        - 
reported  without  imendmenta,  tnd  et 


ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ... 

read  a  third  lime,  and  paaeed     -        -        -  1378 
■  bill  for  the  eurrey  and  diipoeaE  of  paUic 
landi  in,  reported,  reed  lirice,  and  com- 

a  bill  to  provide  for  recording  and  examin- 
ing titlea  10  Uod  in,  reported,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....  ]3is 
Senate  bill  to  proiide  for  the  collection  of 

dutiee  on  import!  and  tonnage  in  - 
read  twice,  ami  committed  ...  I4S4 
reported  with  umondmeDta,  and  committed  1B60 
read  the  thiid  time,  and  paiacd  ... 
Senate  bill  to  relieve  the  people  of,  from  Ibe 

ODcration  of  certain  ordinancea  -  -  17S3 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  ITS? 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        ■        ■        . 

paned 1868 

Senate  bill  for  aacertaining  claima  and  tillee 

to  land  in 

read  twice,  and  referred      ....  1618 
reported  with  amendmcntr,  and  committed  1680 
read  the  third  time,  and  paeied  -         -         -  1890 
Flottdit,  tranetctiona   in    the.      (See   Jacknn 
Andrew.) 


mof  - 

Floyd.  John,  of  Virginia,  attended  -  •  ■  i 
remark*  on  the  Mititaiy  ApprapriatisD  InH  \i 
on  compenaalion  ofnieeabere  1MB,  im 

on  Senate  amendment  lo  the  Appnipriibiu 

bill 1671,  ler: 

on  mitilary  regtalatioDa  -  ITM,  1T»,  IIi3 
remariii  on  tranMctiona  in  Florida  fllfi,  1131,1  IK 
on  tha  Military  Appropriation  tail  ttS.  m,  It 
on  Mr- Cook'ereeotation  calling  an  duBcc- 

ratary  of  the   Treaanry  fbr  JDbnuliag 

in  reletion  to  certsin  fbndi  -  R 

on  bii  reaolution  calting  Ibr  coirupoidenv 

relating  lo  the  Treaty  of  GbenI  -  733,  m 
on  Ihe  (Otgect  of  Taccination  -  -  Nl,j 
on  the  reference  of  the  miaeioitary  pdrlioii  j 
on  Senate  amendment*  to  the  Ajipraprii- 


nbill 


Flying  Machine,  Hr.  Milnor  preaented  ipeliliw 
from  Jamee  Bennett,  the  inreatoioTi  -  I) 

laid  on  the  Uble II 

referred  to  a  aelect  committee    -  -13 

Mr.  Hodgea  aubmillei]  a  petition  of  DtndB. 
Lee.  claiming  lo  be  the  inventor    -      •  14 
Ford,  Nalhaniel,  report  on  the  petilini  of,  turn- 


Foreign  Intetcourae,  ao  much  of  the  Piwdcel'i 
Meeaage  ai  relatea  to,  referred  to  1  «1ki 
committee  -  -  .... 
report  made,  and  ordered  lo  ^nted  -  •  I 
ForeigD  Uinialara.  Mr.  Cocke  anbmitled  1  raa- 
lution  calling  on  the  Seertiaiy  ef  Butt 
for  atatementa  of  the  taowii  of  maij 
paid  lo,  atnce  the  year  1600,  laid  od  llit 

Uble 

adopted 

Fortification*,  report  of  the  Committee  m  Viv 
taiy  Adbiia  on  ibe  aatgeet  of  - 
niweage,  &c.,  in  relation  to,  at  DinpUs'i 
laland,  and  Mobile  Point        -        1^1, 
referred 

ruwrt  of  the  cMnmiHM      .       -       -      - 
Foetor,  Henry  O.     (See  WaUtg,  S.  H.) 
Foarlh  Cenana,  Mr.  Moore  preaentsd  eartaio  n- 
aolnlione   of   Ihe   General  Aaeablj  of 
Alabama,  in  relation  to  retami  itf  tht,  re- 
Mr.  Camptxll  aohmilted  a  joint  rewlsliaii 
providing  for  diatribution  of  manbali'  re- 
lurniofthe ^ 

Mr.  Campbell  autunitted   a  rcioliitiia  Kn 

.  daamfying  ralnma  of  the               .  .  i 

refeired '  '  ! 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        '       '  '  ! 

Fox,  George  Wtnthrop,  report  on  the  petitica  of  ^ 
read,  and  committed  -        '       '     ,~ 

Franclien,  M.  Le  Contpte,  hie  traatiie  on  MiH- 
Ury  AfTain  directed  to  be  plie<d  in  Ok 

library * 

communieatione  received  fhim  -       -  G9i,  11^ 

Franking  Privilege,  Mr.  Coi^  anbrnilted  a  r(K>- 
lution  granting  the,  to  membtn  of  lb 
Legialalurci  of  the  eeveral  Stated  ntp- 
lived     -  .       -       -      ■      ■  * 
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HouM  Pnoetdinfft  and  DAatu. 


FnokinB  PritUefa — canlinnad.  Page- 

Mr.  NeUon  lubmitlad  ■  roKlutioii  printing 
the,  to  the  MCretsry  of  Ibi  Bo«rd  of  Com- 
miidonan  nndcr   ttta  traatj  nilh  Bpaio, 
nagaUnd      .*■-•-.    67ft 
Fncluidi  BiDJimiD,  and  John  M.  Jenkini,   ■ 

bill  foe  the  r«lMf  of,  tgporled  -        -    506 

coDudereJ         -'       -        -  ■         -  i3M 

njdcted    -        -        -    -   -  -  1847 

molion  to  reconaidcr  negatiTeU  .        •        •  I3GT 
French  Heilak,  Mr.  LonndM  >DbffliUed  ■  letter 
a  O.  W.  Grring  in  laletion  to  ■  dona- 


740 


report  of  the  coinmitleo    .        -        .        - 
Friuel,  Williuu.    (See  UeFarland,  Jamu.) 
FroineatiQ,  J  udge.    (8m  >/ac&fon,  Andrtui^ 
Fagitt*ei  from   labor,  Mr.  Wright  (ubniiUad  a 
'  ilioD  to  appoiat  ■ 


lisioD*  for  the  (•olaioation  of,  adopti 
a  bill  to  pfOTida  foi  the  tandilion  of,  report- 
ed, re^d  twice,  aod  committed        •        -    710 

dsbated 1379 

recommitted  lo  ■  aelect  committee      -        -  141& 
reported  nith  amendmenta,  and  Ulil  on  the 

table 1444 

Fuller,  Timotb;,  of  MauechnBetta,  attended    -     513 
remirka  of,  on  the  iacreaia  of  the  Naiy    -  1186 
on  tha  exchange  of  cetUtD  atocka                -  148S 
on  the  Senale'a  amendiDenti  to  the  Appro- 
priation hill 1643 

FundeJ  Debt,  bill  authoiiiinp  tranifei  of  certain 

eertificBlee  of,  recai«eu  from  the  Senate  806 
read  twice,  anil  referred  ■  -  -  -  828 
reported  without  ametidmeal,  and  laid  on 

the  table 860 

coniidered,  and  ordered  lo  the  third  reading    967 


eS3 


Hr.  Plamer  anbrnitlcd  a  reaotution  direet- 
the  Secretar;  of  the  Treaaary  to  report 
die  amoant  of  the,  held  in  foreign  conn- 


Gale,  Anthony,  Mr.  Sergeant  preaen led  the  peti- 
tion ol^  referred 1443 

Oarnetl,  Robert  8.,  of  Virginia,  attended 

motion  of.  for  leave  to  enter  on  the  Journal 
a  written  explanation  of  hit  Tote  on  the 
reaolnlion  recogniaing  the  independence 
of  the  Soalh  American  Statea 

motion  negattred 14>I 

TMonaideration  of  the  anbject    -        -        -  1447 
moUoB  agreed  to      •        -        ... 
dcelaraUoD  of  -       •        '  -  1440 

apMchof,  on  the  bill  making  approprialiona 
to  defray  eipenaea  of  miaiona  lo  the 
South  Amerieaa  Stalei  -        .        .  1618 

Garacd,  Joshua,  a  bill  to  authoriie  the  iaiaingof 
letten  patent  to,  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ---... 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    •        -        .  1606 
Gebhard,  John,  of  New  York,  attended    -        -    B13 
Georgia,  Mr.  Gilmer  aabmitted  ■  reaolation  for 
referring  lo  a  committee  the  articlea  of 
agreement  and  eeaalon  between  iha  Uni- 
ted Btatea  and,  to  report  whether  the  eame 
hae  bten  properly  executed 


Mr.  AblfOtt  preacnled  eundry  raeoluliona  of 

the  General  Aaeembly  of        -  -     806 

a  bill  giring  the  aiaeat  of  Congreaa  lo  a 
certain  act  of  the  State  of.     (See  Slary- 
land.) 
Georgia  Militia,  a  aelect  commiltee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  daima  of  »  dctaduneot 

oflbe 1313 

eport  laid  on  the  table      -         .        .        -  1970 
Omirgetown,  (D.  C)  a  Inll  to  repeat  part  of  an 
ad  of  the  Btata  of  Maryland  in  relation 
to,  reported  and  eommitted    •        -        .    6S0 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1769 


Ur.  Mercer  preaantad  a  petition  of  the  Cor- 
poration of,  rebrred        .        -        -        -    M7 

Hr.  Neale  preaenud  a  petition  of  certain 
inhabitanta  of,  referred  -         -        -        -1104 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inbebitanta  of,  re- 
read twice,  and  committed  •        -  134e 


ordered  to  i 


ramarka  of,  on  a  iraolntion  calling  for  iofi»- 
maiion  in  regard  to  eipendituiea  in  the 
Indiaji  department         ....    693 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill       -  706,  1614 
—    ■'■- '---^  -J  fif  Wealern  land  of- 


913 


tranaactiona  in  Florida        -  -  1160 

Girault,  John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heira  of, 

reported,  twice  read,  and  committed  766 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1789 

paaaed       ....---  1806 

Gial,  Joaepb,  of  Sooth  Carotinn,  atMnded        ■•     514 

Gtouceetar,  (Maaaacbneetta,)  Mr.  Baratow  pr«- 

aented  a  memorial  of  eundry  inbahitanta 

oi;  referred 784 

G«od,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the 

table 1168 

referred HSO 

Gooding,  John,  and  Jamea  WilliamB,8enBUbill 
anthoitiing  payment  of  money  to,  read, 
and  committed      .....  1SS4 
reportad,  and  eommitted    ...        -  1386 

coneidered 18W 

paaaed 1890 

Gorham,  Benjamin,  of  Manachuaetta,  attended    613 
ramarka  of,  on   making  approprialiona  of 
land  for  educational  pnrpoaai  -    714 

Government,  a  bill  making  approprialiona  for 
the  Bupport  of,  for  the  year  1828,  read 
twice,  and  commitled    .        .        •        -    090 
debBted    -        -        -         1461,1464,1473,1476, 
1470,  1499, 1603 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       .        .        •  1614 
read  a  third  due,  and  paaaed    -        .        -  1S16 
amended  by  the  Senate     .        .         -        -  IBSO 
amendmenU  conaidered    ...        -  1B40 
aome  agreed  to,  and  diaagread  to       -        -  1648 
I  Senate   recede   from  aome,   and   inaiat  on 

I  othera IMC 

farther  conaideration  ....  1667 

Hoiue  inaiit  on  their  diaagreement    -        -  1080 

'  Senate  recede  from  their  ninth  amendment  1061 
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Oovernncnt  OOeen,  Mr.  Patlenon  loliinitttd  a 
rcMlatiotidireetingbe«diorl>c[MTtiiieitU 
to  report  ■  liit,  Ac,  oS,  it  next  teuioir  -  1488 

liid  on  ib«  Ubte 1601 

called  Dp IGM 

■gnad  to 1591 

a  but  loredaea  tha  annual  compoMatiMl  of 
certain,  reported,  Tsad  twice,  and  eoa^ 

mHUi 1M6 

Green,  Janei,  report  tm  the  petition  of,  refnt«d  1101 
•  Ull  for  the  relief  of,  reported,  read  twice, 

and  commitled       .        .        •        ■        •  1306 
leporied,  aDd  otdorH  to  be  engrened        -  1897 

paMed leoe 

Griee,  Cbarlei,  report  an  the  poblkm  of,  bid  on 

the  Uble 1880 

referred 1767 

GtOH,  Samnat,  of  PeonijIieBia,  attended 
GDitlemard.Arnanld.  (Bte  niliert,  Manm  tk.) 
Onir  of  Mexico.     (See  Wut  Indiei.) 
OvIfBtreBDi.     (See  Florida.) 
Gnthrie,  Jafan,  •  bill  Cor  the  relief  of  the  1^1 
repreaeDtatiia  (rf,  reported,  read  twice, 
■nd  commhted       -        ■        -        ■        • 
ordered  to  ■  tbird  reading;          -        -        -  1790 
pBMed       .-,•..-  1806 
Owjiin,  William,  ■  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, read  twice,  and  eomminad        -        -  ISST 
reported,  and  ordered  le  be  engroeicd        -   tBOT 
uaieed IB08 


Hall,  Thomii  H.,  of  North  Carolina,  allended     SGS 
Hall  of  the  Houie,  Mr.  Heroer  lubmittad  a  nw- 
olnlioD  in  relation  to  alteratlotu  in  the, 

debitttl 11D6 

agreed  to 1198 

report  on  the  iubjecl        ....  1307 

agreed  U> 1808 

Mr.  Keed  (Qbaiitted  a  reaolution  in  relation 

to  a  gUa*  ceiling,  laid  on  the  table        -  1361 
Mr.   Wood  ■obmilled  a  reaolulioil  for  the 

impromnenl  of  the        ....  IS68 
negalired  .....:.  is64 

H«)m;,  Prederick,  report  on  tfae  ca*e  of,  com- 

mhted laia 

Hsmptaa,  Noah   and  JoMthan.     (Hee  MiUer, 

HiDCOclt,  BopM*.     (See  DUril,  Akira  ) 
Harding,  Benjamin,  of  Keotuckj,  attended       -    614 
remarha  of,  on  the  hill  for  relief  of  peisooa 

dieabled  in  the  Raiolatioaar;  war      661,  Hft. 
&6»,  670 
on  a    leiolutioa   for    tanMrM;  adicwa- 

ment S6G 

on  Mr.  Coclce'e  reioltilion   caUisf  on  the 

Secretary  of  the  Traaaurj  tea  infornw- 

lion  in  regard  to  certain  public  TunAa  -  676 
00  tfae  petition  of  EU  Hart  .  .  ■  7S0 
on  the  Apportioonant  bill  .  -  -  666 
remerke  of,  on  the  increiie  of  the  Navj  1186 
1187 
on  adjournment  .....  133s 
on  printing  extra  ci^iici  of  the  report  on 

RetMnobmenC 16G0 

on  compeniation  to  memberi      IMS,  1648,  1660 
on  Senate  amendmenta  to  the  Appropriation 

bill 166B 

on  Ihc  bill  repealing  d^oiile  bantu     16B8, 1700 


Herding,  Benjamin,  remark  of — contiBiMd.       Ttp. 
en  the  Campenaalton  biU  -         -        -        -  I7M 

on  apecial  ba&lt  depoaitaa  ■        -        -        .  ISIK 
Harmon?,  SdnMaer.     (See  Bartktt,  M/fian.) 
Harriaon,  Robert  H.,  Mr.  Wiliftn  preaoMed  a 

petition  of  the  hfira  of,  reforred     -         -  tlGO 
report  laid  on  the  Ubie       .        -        .         .  lail 
comnitted         ......  !S3t 

Hnt,  Eli,  report  on  the  petition  of,  eommiHad  -  664 
reported  with  inendnent  -        .         .    SK 

Utd  on  the  laUe 693 

trten  ap  and  conaldered  •  -  .  •  730 
recommitted  ...-.-  7Sj 
reported  on  nnbrorablj     -  -        -     748 

additioDil  report  read,  atid  oomoiitted  .  981 
Haria;,  Mathaw,  af  New  Havpabire,  attended  513 
Hathaway,  Levi,  report  on  the  petilian  e^  ooM- 

mitted 631 

Hawka,  Jtmeev  «f  Naw  York,  atUnded     -        -    6IS 
Haten,  Moaea,  Mt.  BuatM  preenMad  Ibe  petWaa 

of  Moaea  White,  eiecntor  of;  rrferre^      -  lO&l 
Hemp  and  Flax  Machine.  (See  Deg,  AniAaiijr.') 
Hcmpbill,  JoMiph,  of  Pennaylvaoia,  atteiried     -    613 
■peech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -         -     986 
remarki  of,  on  Senate  aoiNMlnenta  to  tke 
Appropriation  IhU  -  -        -         -  1680 

Hendcrion,  William,  report  on  the  petiti<Hi  ot, 

conaidered      -----         .     74( 
a  bill  for  tbe  relief  of,  reported,  read  larice, 

and  committed       ....        -     767 
ordered  to  be  engnuaed     .        .        -         .  |78T 

paased •  liSB 

Henderwn,  Stephen.     (See  Noll,  WilUam.') 
Hendricka,  William,  of  Indian  a,  attended  -        -    614 
Herrick,  Ebanoiar,  of  Maine,  attended       -        -     514 
remark!  of,  on  filing  the  aalar^  of  the  d)»- 

Irid  judge  in  Maine        .         -  7S9, 730 

on  (he  Apportionmeat  bill  -         -        -     9*1 

Hickman,  Reuben  and  Fielding,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of,  reported,  read  twice,  and  coa- 

milted 86T 

otdeted  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .  1790 

paaaed 19IK 

amended  bj  tha  Senate  ....  ten 
amendmenta  concntred  in  ...   |890 

Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Maine,  Mtended  -  -  -  514 
remarki  of,  on  the  Military  Aapropriklian 

hiU e&7 

ipeechof,  OB  theBanbinptbill  '  •  •  1310 
reUMrka  0^  in  relation  to  a  aorrej  of  ^  Flo- 

ricUcoait It49 

on  the  Compenution  bill  -        •        -1700,1710 

Hobart,  Aaron,  of  Maaaachnietta,  attended        -     613 

Hodgeon,  Joaeph,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of      .  14C4 

read  twice,  and  commitled         ...  ]4<9 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jtidiciaqr  1473 

repotted  and  committed     ....   ISOO 

ortlered  to  tbe  third  reading,  and  paaaed    -   I86T 

Holcombe,  George,  of  New  Jersey,  attended       •     513 

HoldcB,  Ridiard,  a  bill  amthorixing  tha  ittwing 

of  lettera-patent  to,  reported,  read  twioe, 

and  committed 1486 

reported,  and  ordered  to  be  engioaaed         -    1807 

paned ISPS 

Holme*,  Jdin,  Senate  HII  for  tfae  relief  of  -  634 
committed  •  •  -  .  .  .  its 
reported  and  commilled  -  .  .  .  ]I3D 
conaiderDd  ...  .  .  igg$ 
pained iset 
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P«g«. 

Hook,  JotUhijanioi,  Sraale  bill  for  the  ralwf  of    7*1 

re»d  twice,  tai  connaiUed  ...     74a 

nifacnd TGO 

report  of  Iba  codmittae  laid  on  lb«  t^le     -  1033 
iira«Md  to  bg  printed  ....  1094 

conudered 1S8S 

laid  on  the  table IBS* 

Hoolu,  Ch«lei,  ofNortti  Caroliat,  mttended      •    &H 
Horaei,  a  momoiiat  aiking  emupaoaaliaD  fur  tba 

loai  of  certain.     (See  SeminoU  Wa*.) 
Houw  of  Repiefealatirea,  Ibe  hoor  of  EMating 

alteted 1106 

Mr.  Condict  nibmitled  a  rewilatioii  fiiisg 

the  faom  for  raeetiug  at  ten  o'clock.  ~        -  1444 
Mi.  Edwardi  piopoeed  to  meat  at  etevaa 
o'clock,  Degatived  .        -        .         .  iE38 

HoiTBtd,  Stei^en,  Jr.,  a  bill  for  the  reliefer  re- 
ported, read  twice,  and  CMnmittcd  -   1309 
repotted,  and  orJerad  to  be  engroaied         .   1B0S 

paaaad 1809 

Howe,  Joaeph  N.,  Hr.  Gorhain   preaantad  tbo 

petitioi^f,  lafarred  ....  ggs 
Hubbanl,  Thomaa  H.,  of  New  York,  attended  013 
Hampbrey,  Alexander,  and  BjWeiter,  a  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  received  from  the  Senate     -  1616 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1S30 

laid  on  Iha  table 1863 

Hantarilla,  Alabama,  caaa   of  the  SeoalrM  ef 

public  none;  at.     (See  Brahan,  John.) 
Hnaon,  CorneliQi,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  report- 
ed, read  twice,  and  committed         .        -  130C 
ordered  to  the  third  reading        •        -        -1106 
paiaad 1418 

I. 

Illinoia,  Mr.  Uook  aubmiUad  a  reaolntian  of 

qnii;  in  relatioa  to  the  opening  of  a  ca- 
nal throngh  the  public  laadi  to  connect 
Lake  Mii^igan  nith  the  Illinoif 

adopted 

•  bill  to  anaariie  the  opening  of  a  einalj 
reported,  read  twice,  and  committed 

Senate  bill  10  anlhorixe  the  openiag  of  a  ca- 
nal, rMd  twice,  and  referred 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

Senate  bill  to 


agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed    - 
Mr.  Wood  lubmitted  a  reaolution  for  crea- 
ting a  department  oC  ncgatiTsd      •        -  1 
Lidkn  Dapartmesl,  Mr.  Vance  aobmitleil  a  rea- 
olotion  directing  the  Becntar;  of  War  to 
report  Ihennmber  of  persona  employed 


anawored  -        -        -        -        -        -  1 

Mr.  Flumer  aubmilted  •  reeotution  direct- 
ing the  Bectetarj  of  War  la  report  tlie 
amount  of  eipenditluebajond  Iha  amoant 
appropriated  for  the      .... 

conaiilered         ...... 

paiaed  with  amendnenla  .        .        •        . 

report  receiTcd  ..... 

Mr.  A.  Smith  submitted  a  resolnlion  direet- 
ing  the  Becretsrr  of  War  to  report  what 
meaauras  hare  been  taken  to  leasan  the 
expenses  of  the      -.       - 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  rcaolntion  calling  en 
the  Secratar;  of  War  for  further  infor- 
mation as  to  eipeodltnn*  in  the,  agreed 


ih  additional  land  officea 


reported  and  coaanitted  -  .  • 
conddared  andjMssed  .  ■  - 
a  IbU  to  confirm  certain  land  claimi  in 

pcrtad,  read  twice,  aed  eommilted 
Imlaj,IUefaard,  inTantien  of.  (See  Hail.) 
In^riujnment  for  Debt,  committee  appointed  to 

inqoire  into  the  eipedianc;  of  aboliihing, 
a  bill  for  ahokshing,  reported,  read 

and  committed  -  .  -  - 
Indiana,    Senate  bill  to   ileaignale  boondaries, 

and  to  establish  a  land  office  in      • 
referred    ----•■ 
reported  and  committed     - 
coniidered  and  passed 
B  bill  to  BUthoriu  the  location  of  school 

lands  in,  reported,  read  twice,  and  com- 

nitlad 

ordered  to  bo  engroassd     - 


answered         ...... 

committed         ... 

Indian  Title,  Mr.  Hill  submklad  a  resolatioti 

requesting  tha  Beentatj  of  (he  Treasury 

to  report  whether  the,  to  lands  clabnad 

bj  any  oftbe  States  has  bean  extinguished 

amended  and  adopted        ...        .    . 

report  receired 1 

Indians,  a  committee  appoinlad  tn  inquire  into 
^e  expediency  of  regulating  trade  with 


with  the,r8- 
ported,  rsad  twice,  and  committed 
Mr.  Fl<7d  submitted  a  resolntion  colling  on 
ths  President  for  an  acconnt  of  eipandi- 
.inres  under  the  acts  to  pra«ide  lor  the 
cifUiMtion  of  Iha  - 


597 
698 
76T 


report  recei«ed 

message  and  documents  on  the  subject  of 
meaanres  for  ths  civiliiation  nf  the  -    ^«r 

referred etff 

Mr.  Flojd  submitted  a  resolntion  calling  on 
the  Sacrctary  of  War  for  a  statement  of 
goods,  &G.,  purchased  for  the         -        -  1010 

agreed  to 1033 

Mr.  Gilmer  submitted  a  resolnlion  on  the 
subject  of  the  reference  of  eertsin  trea- 
ties with  the WW 

laid  on  the  table 66J 

modified  and  adopted        ...        -    6S6 
Mr.  McCarty  submitted  a  resolution  calling 
on  the  Preaident  for  information  in  regard 
to  the  appointment  and  compensation  of 

an  agent  to  the 719 

adopted lit 

Senate  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  regulate  in- 

tetcouraa  with  the  -  -         -  1777 

read  twice  and  committed  ...  1783 

read  ths  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  1786 
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iDdian* — continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Flojd  aaboutted  ■  iHolntiDn  calling 
on  the  SaenUr;  of  [he  Traaiat?  for  a 
■litcnent  or  lationi  diitrjbnted  to  the    '  1338 

W»d  "» liU 

•  Mil  to  proTJde  fat  certain  ananiliM  and  to 

curj  into  cfiecl  ihe  treatr  of  Saginah, 

i^rted,  read  twie*  and  conmiltMl       -  IM6 

conaidared  anil  ordered  to  the  third  reading  1781 

P*"«l 1788 

InaolTent  Debloi*,  Mr.  Smith  aubmitted  a  leao- 
tution  for  extending  the  benefit  of  tha 
law   for  the  relief  of,  in  the  Diatrlcl  of 
Colulnbia  to  non-miilent*      -        .        .  1634 
comtaiitae  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill 
bill  broDght  in,  read  tiriee,  and  ordered 
a  third  reading      -        -        •        . 


amended  bj  the  Ssnale     - 

Internal    ImproTemenla,     Freaidi 
n  the  lubjectof  - 
"   "    »  bili  concerning,  reported, 


Monroe' 


Invalid  Peniloneri 

read  twice  

ordered  to  be  engrocied 


ilted 


Jadiwn,  Andrew,  Mr.  Whitman  aobmitlad  a 
reulution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
Stale  fur  copiea  of  commnnicatioiu  in 
relation  to  tbe  minrndenrtanding  between 
Jndge  Fromenlin  and,  and  alao  in  rela- 
tion to  Iha  delay  in  anrrendertog  tbe  ar- 
chitaa,  &c,  to  the   aorereigatj  of  the 

rioridae 034 

called  np  and  conaidared  ....    (usq 

laid  on  the  (able 669 

called  op  and  conaideteil  ....    gio 
amended  and  adopted        ....    SSO 
HeuBge,  &c.,  tranemitting  a  report,  and 
the  correapondence  on   the   anbject   »- 

ceiTed 836 

debate  on  the  reference     -        .        .        .     837 
laid  on  tbe  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed     S2S 
Hr.  Whitman   aabmilted  a  teaohiUon  in 
regard   to   the   refereoce   of    the   doca. 
menu,  Ac.    -  .        .  ■      -        -  1167 

laid  on  the  taMe 1184 

Jaeluon,  Edward  B.,  of  Virginia,  attended        -     616 
remark*  of,  on  the  Senate  amendment*  to 
the  Appropriatiiin  bill    -        •        •        •  1678 
Jackioo,  Archibald,  Mr.  Patteraon  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....     gss 
Jenkina,  John  M.     (See  Freeman,  Benjamin.') 
Jobnion,  John  T.,ofKentuclLy,  attended  -     614 

Johiuoii,  Francis  of  Kentuckj,  attended  -        .     614 
retnarki  a^  on  hia  resolution  for  catablish- 

iog  an  addiUonml  national  armor;  -  >  634 
on  tbe  Appottiotunant  bill  ....  901 
on  adjournment  ....  -  1338 
-  on  tbe  exchange  of  certain  itoclu  1331,  1336 
fpeech  of,  on  the  same  ....  1433 
on  Ihe  Poat  Office  bill  ....  17T4 
Jobniton,  Joiiah  Stoddard,  of  Lonieiana,  at- 
tended          -        -    614 

remark*  of,  on  the  Naval  appropriation  hill  964 
on  the  Appropriation  bill  -  •  .  -  147S  | 
on  the  Military  pppropriation  bill       -        -  16S6  < 


Joint  FroceediDga.    (Bee  RuUt,  itt.) 
Jonei,  Frand*,  of  Tenncaaee,  attended  .  m 

romaik*  of,  en  MiJitai7  appropriiiioD  bdl  til 
on  the  Senate  amendment*  tn  the  Anpn- 

priationbill   -        -        .  1(71,  ISts 

on  compeDiatioD  of  memberi    -       •      ■  ITU 
Jonoi,  Jowpb,  of  Virginia,  attended  .  ix 

Joarnala,  4c.    (Sea  Secret  JoanutU.) 
Judicial  Conrl*,  Mr.8te*enion  tubniltediinD. 
lotion  in  regard  to  repealing  tha  tmUi- 
oighth  aection  of  the  act  for  HlibUuDf 
the,  laid  on  the  table      .  -      .  IW 

Jadieiaty,  Commiltee  of,  appointed  -   (LI 

Juaticea  of  lb*  Peace,  a  bill  to  extend  the  jmii- 
didlon  of  the,  in  the  Diilrict  of  CoIid- 
bia,  reported,  read  twice,  and  nninitltd  Ttl 
debated    -        -      '  ■        -  ■      .  1516 

con*idered,  and  laid  an  the  table  -  ■  liX 
recommitted  -  .  .  -  -  -  loa 
reported  with  amendmenu  -  -  -  lltl 
Mr.  Marcer  praeented  a  remonfliaiia  frim 

Alexandria  againat  the  VA\,  cAnmittcd  911 
Mr.  Kent  preeented  a  petition  fron  Ainu. 

drii  in  favor  of  the  bill,  referred    .      -   910 
Mr.  Little  the  aame  from  tbe  Diitrid  of  Co- 

Inmbi*,  referred     -        -        ■       ■      -  IJT 
Mt.  Rocheater  preeented  a  petition  Itan  Itt 
Coonci]  of  Georgetown,  in  faverof  Ih 


Kalb,  Baron  de,  Mr.  Wright  adted  leKtloio- 

troduce  a  bill  to  erect  a  monumeDlls    •  UK 

Kemp,  Tbomaa,  Mr.  Wright  preaented  thtpe- 

lition  of,  referred  -         -        .       -      -  TH 
unfavorable  report  made,  and  eoaiBiitled   -  UK 

Kennebunk,  Maine,  Mr.  Dane  presented  tbt  pe- 
tition of  lundry  merchant*  of      '    Tit,"' 

Kennedy,  Anlhony,  a  bill  tbr  the  relief  e(  rt- 

ported,  read  twice,  and  eooinilttd  -         °°* 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland,  attended 

remark*  of,  on  vaccination,  &c     - 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  jnriadiction  of 

tain  jnalicea  of  the  peace 

on  the  Compenaation  bill  - 

Keye*,  Eliis.orVeimont,  attended  - 

remark*  of,  on  tbe  Apportion  Dent  bill   -  'K 

retuatka  of,  on  Revolntionaiy  Penam  Ml  I3B 
King  &  Thirber,  report  on  the  petition  *fp ""  „ 
committed     -        -        .        .       ■      -  9b 
Kinsay,  Edmund,  and  William  Smiley,  a  bin  Cn 
the  relief  of  reported,  read  tiiin,  •d<I 

coinmilted -  J»* 

ordered  to  be  engroised    -       -      '         ?. 

paaaed '••' 

KiiUand,  Joiepb,  of  New  York,  atleode^      ■   "^ 
remarka  of,  on  hie  resolulion  to  proriJe  i" 
the  pnniahment  of  public  defanlteii      ■  1*" 
L. 
La  Carrera,  William  de,  Mr.  Moore  pretenled 

tbe  peliUon  of,  referred  -        "       '      '  u^ 
report  laid  on  the  (able      -        .       .      -  IW 
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Lamb,  Lue^t  rapott  on  Iba  petition  of,  lud  mi 

Om  table 1664 

Lambert,  William,  Meiatge  of  the  Pmidant  in 
relation  to  the  eompanuliwi  oC  f^  Mr* 
TJcei  ia  delermining  the  longitade  of  tbe 

Capiiol,  referred 673 

prDTiJed  for  in  Lho  General  Appropriation 

bill -  161i 

Land  Office,  a  bill  autborixing  lbs  Commiaiion- 
er  of  tlta,  to  lenit  tbe  iustalmcDti  on  car- 
tain  lot!  in  Shanneeloivn,  r«ceived  from 

theBcnale 836 

read  twice,  and  refeneil     -        .        .        .    838 
reported   without  amendoieDte,  and  corn- 

tnitud MS 

Land  Offlcei,  Mr.  Cook  lubmitted  a  reiolalion 
directing  the  Secretai;  of  the  Treaiaij 
(o  report  tbe  manner,  &e.,  of  eiunininf    630 
conridered         ......    aZ6 

-     6j7 


report  received  -        •   '     - 

report  of  the  •eleel  commitlee  thereon        •  MOT 

Mr.  Sterling  enbrnitted  a  reaolntion  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  Treaiuiy  to  report 
the  number  of      -         ■        -        -        -    78B 

agreed  to 793 

rrt  received -  1307 
Cook  submitted  a  rraoliltion  directing 
the  Seoretarj  of  the  Tnmvij  to  report 
the  smonnt  paid  for  the  eximinatioii  of 
certain  --...--    876 


called  up-        '        -        -        ■        -        -    897 
eooaidend         ....-- 
adopted    ....... 

Mr.  SterUng  ■ubmitled  a  lenlulion  calling 
on   the  Secretarj  of  the  Treaeory  to  re- 
port the  incidental  eipenaee  of  certain   .  I3t3 
coneidered  and  agreed  (o  -        •        -        -  1336 
report  of  the  lelecl  committee  on  the  inipec- 

tionof  -        -   - UU 

La  Peniae,  French  alave  iihip,  Mr.  Oorham  enb- 
mittfld  a  reulution  |calliiig  on  the  Preil- 
deot  for  a  eop;r  of  proceedinga  in  the  ceae 

of  the 1«1S 

adopted 1617 

Heauge,  dtc.,  in  np]>      -       •       -       -1743 
Ladirop,  Samnei,  of  Ha«eachuMtt(,  attended    - 
Lawrence,  Hocl,  and  olhere,  report  en  the  caaet 

of,  commitled-        -        •  -        -  I34S 

Laws  of  the  United  Slatei,  Joint  reaolulion  for 

a  number  of  eopica  of  the  liith  volnme 

of,  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 

Clerk  directed  to  purchue  ten  eopiee  lor 

the  uee  of  Members  of  Congrei*     -         ■   1S93 
Lead  Mine*,  Mr.  Bcott  luhmittcd   a  reaoiation 
calling  on  the  Prnidenl  for  information  in 
reganl  to  tbe  lease*  of  certain 

Meiatge,  &e.,  in  reply      .        -        .        -  IS78 
Lee,  David  B.,  Mr.  Keye*  preKoted  tbe  petition 

of,  referrcil.     {See  Fbging  JUocAine.) 
Lee.  Henry,  a  bill  Ibr  the  relief  of,  reported  and 

committed 1633 

reported  and  ordered  tofae  engiantd  -        -  1808 

pasted 1608 

Leitirich,  Jabcz,  of  Virginia,  attended      .        -     514 
Lersy,  Mr.  Johnaon  preeented  documenta  in  rap. 

port  of  tho  claim  of  the  widoir,  retered  .     &74 


P*g«. 

Levy  Coitn  of  Calvert  ooonty,   Dbiyland,  re- 
port in  the  cMe  of  the,  read  and  oobi- 

mitud 030 

Libby,  Jonathan, reponon  thapetilion  of  •        -  160& 
Libnrj  of  Congnn,  Senate  reeolnliOn  for  ap. 
pointing  a  joint  eomniltee  to  have  the 
direction  of  appropriation ■  forpurchatiog 

booh*  for  the S38 

concnrrad  in,  ind  a  committee  ippoiated  on 

thspart  <9ftbe  Bonie     -        -        -        ■     nso 
Mr.  Lincoln  aubmitted  a  reiolntion  request- 
ing the   Preaident  to  cansn  originala  or 
copies  of  report!,  ehartu,  dec.,  to  be  de- 

poaiied  in  the 1743 

Mr.  Mereer  inbmitled  a  reaolntion  in  rela- 
tion to  preparing  ■  room  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Honae  Librttry      •        .  1S37 

called  np 136B 

nagatiTBd 1361 

LighthoQse*,  Senate  bill  to  sulhoriia  the  build- 
ing of  certain,  therein   mentioned        -  1001 
read  twice,  and  committed        -        •        ■  1613 
reported  with  amendment*  -  1646 

read  a  third  time,  ind  pasaed    -        -         -  1670 
Cotomiltee  of  Commerce   inattnctcd  to  in- 
qaire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting,  en 
tbe  Florida  coiat  -  ■        -     509 

Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Maine,  attoiided        -        -    514 
rka  of,  on  the  Military  .Appropriation 

1 1644 

Litchfield,  Eliahu,  of  New  York,  attended        -    513 

Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  attended        .        -    013 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Coldan'*  rcsotntioti  in  ir- 

lation  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States    S7D 
on  tbe  Military  Appropriation  Ull      -        -    705 
on  appropriation  oriand  for  edacational  pur- 
poses       711 

on  Mr.   McCoy'*  motion  for  adopting  ad- 
ditional rnlea         -        -        .        .        .     767 
on  the  labject  of  vaccination,  &c.    -        •    863   . 
on  the  Compeniation  bill  .....  1719 
on  reporting  the  debates    -        .        ■        .  1779 
Loogitnde  of  the  Capitol,  Mr.  Wood  eQbmitted 
a  joint  reaolauon  to  provide  for  veri^ring 
tbe  obeervatlona  of  Mr.  Lambert  respect- 
ing the  -        ■        .        .        .  I&I6 
Long,  John,  of  North  Oarotina,  attended  -        .     514 
remark*  of,  on  the  Apportionment  bill        -    934 
on  pensions  to  widow*  and  orphan*  1373,  1471 
on  Compensation  to  tnemben  .        .  1640,  17IC 
Louinana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Com. 
mitiee  on   Public  Land*  were  inatrncted 
to  inqnire  what  proriaion*  are  neceuary 
for  adjusting  cisima  to  certain  lands  in, 
titles   to   which  were   derived  from   th* 
Government  of  Texas    .        -        .        -     MO 
Senate  bill  granting  certain  landa  in  Point 

Conpeeconnly  to  the  Government  of     -    836 
read  twice,  and  rercrreJ     .        -        -        -     8U 
reported   with  amendment        -        .        -  ISOS 
committed         ..-.--.  1807 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  aiamination  of  car- 
tain  tillea  to  land  in,  between  the  Rio 
Hondo  and  Babine  river,  reported,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        -        -        .  1306 
considered  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -  1300 
taken  up,  considered  and  laid  on  th*  table  1381 
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Lonliiina — continueil.  P&Ce. 

Suikl*  bill  Bit  the  twIMr  MfsninrtoD  «f 

tba  dulrict  eouit  In  -  -  -  -  1M6 
TMiI  twica,  and  committod  ...  ISGS 
repoctod.  kod  laid  oa  Ik*  tabU  •  -  ~  16S0 
LoaiaTiUe,  Kaatuckj,   &  bill  (a   oathoriic  (be 

boliIiDg  of  Uia  diatrict  ooort  ftt,  rtportm), 

laad  Iwiea,  sod  committod  .  ■  -  743 
debate  on  a  tnotioa  to  take  it  up  -  -  14S8 
QBgatiTBd  •...-.  14B9 

IiODiaville  Friendlj  Socialj,  Mr.  Bre^eBridts 

pTNUilad  a  palitiMi  of  tlia,  rtftmd  •  TSS 
Ldwndn,  William,  ofSoiilh  Carokna,  atteoded  SSI 
renarka  of,  on  Mr.  Blaii'a  naalntioB  in  ra- 

Istion  to  ttia  Bankrnpt  law  of  IWO  -  6aS 
on  Mr.  Cook'a  raaolution  In  ralatiMi  lo  cm- 

tain  public  land*  -  •  .  .  -  479 
on  tba  AppoitionnMnt  UJl  -    TOS,  SSB,  STO 

on  Hr.  Plojd'a  laaolution  calling  for  ton—- 

poodtnu  in    ralatkm  to  tha  TrMi;  of 

Ohant 73s 

,  on  Taccination.  Ac   -        -        -        -        .     863 

□n  tb«  NaTal  appropriation  bill  ■  -  .  9M 
on  Iraaaaetiana  at  Prniacola  1138^  1143,  IIBl 
onthe  incraaaaorthaNa*;  -  -  ■  11B4 
on  tha  eichanga  of  certain  alocki  -  •  1348 
aupplsioental  speech  for  relief  of  tha  baailj 

of  Comoiodare  Perij  ....  t8M 
Ljan,  Matthew,  of  Arkauii,  the  Speaker  pre- 

•enled  a  ramonatrance    of.    agalnat  the 

election  of  Jamea  Woodaoii   Batea,  re- 


npoit  thereon  - 


SH 


Micdonough,  Captain  Thonae,  ■  bill  to  lenit 
the  dutiaa  on  a  awerd  importad  for,  re- 
ported, read  twice,  tod  conMttlwl  -        -     766 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1399 

paaard -        .  1300 

Uachiaa,  Mr.  Hill  preiented  a  petition  of  certain 

inbabilann  of 717 

Mack,  Stephen,  report  on  the  pttition  of,  com- 
mitted   1893 

Macomb,  William.     (See  Mau^mintt.) 
Maetier,  Aleiander,   GnrgeW.  Daahiall,  and 
Archibald  Btewart,  report  on  tha  petition 

of,  committed 819 

Mtddox,  William  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported, read  twice,  and  committed  •        -  1TS8 
ordered  lo  be  engrDiaad     ....  1808 

paaeed 18D8 

Madiaon  Barrackt.     (See  aadtdft  Harier.) 

Mail,  on  motian  of  Mr.  Famtlj,  the  Committee 

on  Poat  Offieea,  dEC,  InatroctMl  to  pn» 

liJe  meaanrea  fbc  the  detaetiun  and  pre- 

Tentinnofd^redationaon  the        ■         -     983 

report  on  the  anbiect  made,  and  laid  on  the 

.    table 1309 

joint  reaolutioa  aathariiing  the  adoption  of 

tmlaj'a  inTOntion  Ibr  tha  aeearilj  of  (he  lilS 
amwided,  and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading     -  1690 
read  tha  third  time,  and  pamd-        -        •  ISU 
Hajl  Contractora,  CammJltee  on   Poat  OIHeae, 
dto.,  inetmctad  lo  in^nire  into  the  eipe- 
ii»ttej  of  pnhibittng  certain  peraona  from 
becoming       --....     628 
Maiaon  Ronge,  Harquii  da,  a  bill  lo  BUthoriH 
mcMaree  to  tir  the  title  of  the,  to  certain 
landa,  reeei*ail  from  the  Senate  -   14S1 


bMn 

reported,  and  committed    -        ■        ■       - 

coDiidmd         ...... 

laid  on  the  taUe 

Mallarr,  Rollin  C,  of  Vermont,  attended  - 

remark!  of,  on  the  Militat;  appropnatiaii 

bUt        ■       -        -       - 
on  the  Apportionment  bill 
on  amendment*  to  eaid  bill 
apeeeb  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        ■       ■   9 
on  the  AppropriaticMi  bill  -  MT6, 14 

on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  CorpontiiKi  of 
Waibington  to  dimin  ibe  low  grotiiidi. 


aaideit; 


-  mi 


on  the  Senate  amendmenta  to  the  Ap(n- 

priation  bill mi.  IHJ 

ManuFacturea,  Committee  of,  ^tpoiniad  -       ■    il9 
Mr.    Morgan   preeented    a    memorial  lioiD 
New  York  praying  addittooal  ennonie- 
mant  lo  do  meetic,  referred  -       •    717 

Martin,  John.     (Bee  Dulton,  Joa^k.) 
Marabab,  a  bill  to  limit  tho  compenaatieB  tt  ia 
certain  ciaea,   reported,  read  Iwice.  aad 

committed M 

clerka  and  attorneT*,  a  bill  to  repeal  part 
of  an  act  to  lenen  the  compenitlioa  at, 
feported,  reed  Iwice,  and  commuted      -  UH 
Maryland  and  Oeoigia,  a  bill  declaring  lIm  ai- 
•eot  of  Coogtea*  to  certain  ecta  cf  Ibr 
State*  of,  repoiled,  read  twice,  and  cam. 
mitted  -        -        -        -         .        .       -   (O 
reforred  to  the  Committee  of  Commene    ■   71! 
reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -       -  IW 
third  reading  - 


Mr.  Plnuer  enbaitteil  a  reaolnlion  caUilg 
for  inferiXMlioa  in  relMiea  to  frntdaafpro- 
priated  bj  the  Blatee  at,  for  tmpioejng  dw 
port  of  BaltiBore  and  clearing  At  Se- 
rannah   n<er         .        .         -        *-       -  ? 


-  IIM 


Ua»n,  Richard,  Senate  Inll  for  the  relief  of  ■  M 
read  twice,  and  referred  .  .  .  SK 
reported  wiUiout  amendment,  and  eommitleJ  H( 
icportad W 


Mattock*,  John,  of  Tarmont,  ettended    ■       ■    i 
ManriUu*  and  the  Cape  of  Good   Hope,  Mr. 
Cambreleng  aobmilted  a   reaulolion  hi 
anthoriiing  intercourse  with  -        .       ■    i 

Majhew,  Thaddena,  a  bill  for  the  r^f  of.  n- 

parted ( 

reported  without  amendmcati     -        -       -  1'' 

laid  00  the  table n 

Hay,  Jame*,  and  the  legal  repreaentatiiea  of 
Wm.  Macomb,  a  bill  lor  the  reliof  at,  n- 

Jorted   -         -        -        .        -        .        .    f 
rred  to  the  third  reading       -        •       •  H 


McCarly,  Hicbard,  of  New  York,  attended       •    G" 
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IND^. 


Umv 


I  Dtbake. 


McCm^,  Bdtwd,.*  bill  te  tlia  nlief  of  ibehtin 
of,  nyoTMl,  rakd  twic*,  and  ctmmitMd 
oHared  to  tbs  Ihiid  rBiding 


Tuh 


McCtillaub,  Jamea  H.,  Ur.  Snilh  pcMatul  ■ 
MMtoriU  oi;  nbrrad     -  1&60, 

McDooald,  J&niM.    (See  De^,  Anlhant/.) 
MoDaffic,  GtMfa,  of  SoiMh  Canlini,  MteBdtd 
.   iMMhoaUeMilimyApproprutioDbiU  OSB,  706 

MMlfa  of.  •>  lb*  AppOllioDIDMll  iMll 

OD  the  MIHUr;  Appropriation  bill 

OQ  traiMMliona  at  Panaaool* 

on  ilia  exchange  of  cartain  atoek  13S8, 

oniNrhitingeitncoptaaof  Ibaiaportan  Ba- 

tmnabneBt    -.■---  IMS, 

afiaadi  0D  lh«llilita|i;  Peace  EatoblwluQnit 
mntrlu  oC  on  Uix'a  eootract    • 
MeFarland,  Jamea,  Hampton  Pankey  aod  Wm. 

Frinal,  rapoil  on  the  petition  of,  nith  a 

bill  for  the  rdiafef  McFarluid 
bill  conaiilereJ  and  lecomtnitled 

I,  and  (aid 


calM  up,  conaidaTed,  and  ordered  i 
third  nadlnf  .        .        -        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaed  - 
McLaoe,  Lewii,  ofDdairare,  attended 

remarka  of,  on  the  organliation  of  (he  ITs*; 

McNalr,  Mathaw,  Senate  bill  for  the  r«lief  of, 

read  twice,  and  cnmmUted 

reported,  and  com  mi  tied    - 

McNarj,  Jamea,  Ur.  Moore  prtaMted  the  poti- 

twn  ot  tefMred    .        -        -        - 

McNeill,  Arahibdd,  of  Korlb  Cu<aHBa,  attended 

Mcahanj.Jainea,  of  Pennajltmnia,  attended     - 

Mecbanka,  a  bill  aacaring  pajnani  lo,  ftir  labor 

in  erecting  bnihlinga  in  Iha  dtj  of  Waafa- 

inglan,  repoiled,  ntd  twite,  and 


Hecbania'  Banbof  AleianUria,  s  bill  to  ciiend 
the  charter  of  Ibe,  reported,  read  twice, 
end  committed       .... 


Medala.     (Bee  French  Midab.) 
Meek,  William  E,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 
read  twice,  and  commitud 
ordered  to  the  third  leading 


Melieh,  John,  report  on  the  petition  of 
ll«llen,  Peggj,  a  bill  for  the  leliaf  of,  reported, 
read  twice,  and  committed 
coDaidered,  and  ordered  to  ibe  third  la 


Melville,  David,  report  .00  iba  palitioo  of,  laid 

on  the  table 

Uembera  of  Congress,  Mr.  Cook  aubmiUed 
reaoktioQ  against  the  employment  of,  i 
otiler  official  capacities  - 
laid  on  the  table        .... 
Mr.  Mitchell  submitted  a  similar  reiolotioa, 


nrela- 


767 


1381 


I80i 


1337 


llMBhera  of  Congress^ — contianed.  Page, 

nport  an  the  aobjact  of  a  lednelion  of  the 
pay  and  uiiaage  oC  with  a  bill  tor  thai 
puipoae         -,.-..  1833 

considsred 1646 

laid  on  the  table leSl 

called  up,  and  considered  -        -  1701,1736 

laid  on  the  UUe 1T40 

considered 176S 

laid  ou  the  table 1783 

Message,  the  Pi«aid«nt'«  annual,  received         -    S30 

Mr.  Wood,  of  New  York,  aubmitled  aon- 

dry  reaolnliona,  on  the  reliirecice  of,  to 

afipropriata  coniaitlM*  -     Ui,  533 

cODsMeied,  and  tdoptad    ...       -    SSG 

other  nsolntiona  of  Mr.  Wood  an  the  aaaa 

■Dbjacl  modified  and  agreed  to        -        -    fl30 
on  lu  aobject  ef  a.  ^Iribnlioa  of  the 
>>uiaala,  &«.,  of  the  old  Congreiaas,  and 
of  the  CMventitDMhMifiiiBiedlbaCaa- 

ttitnlian 664 

referred 666 

telarniag  tba  Cambarbad  Boad  bill  with 

his  objecltMu 1S03 

additioul,  on  the  nae  sobjact  -        -  IB09 

Hetcslfe,  Thomas,  of  Kentncky,  attended  -  614 
remarks  o(  on  Mix's  oontract  .  -  -  1630 
speech  of;  on  the  bill  for  trade,  &o.,  with 

Iha  Indiana 1793 

Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  attended  -     614 

icmarlu  of;  on  his  reeolutian  for  tDcraaaing 

Iha  naval  force       -,      -        .        .        -    931 
on  transacaona  in  Florida  •        -  1 161 

on  the  bill  in  relstioalo  Justices  of  the  Peace 
in  the  District  of  Columbia    -        -        -  1S39 
Merchandise,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  regulate 
eotij  of,  from  an  adjacent  territory,  and 
for  other  purpoaes,  reported,  read  twice, 

and  commitied 1451 

Michigan,  a  UU  to  provide  far  the  ■ppoinUneal 
of  an  additioDai  Jndge  for,  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1443 

a  bill  to  revive  csrtain  acts  for  lbs  adjust- 
ment of  land  claima  in,  reported,  read 
twice,  and  committed  .  -  -  -  I4fl9 
a  bill  to  establidt  an  additional  land  office 
in,  ra ported,  read  twiosk  and  conmilMd  -  1616 
Hidshipmso,  a  bill  fiir  the  inatrvotiao  and  diaei- 
pline  of,  rapoitad,  read  twioe,  and  com- 
mitted   1377 

Mileage,    (doe  Jfentcra  of  Congnti.') 
Military  Aodemj,  Mr.  Cannon  siibmiiud  a  iea> 
olution  fbrredodag  the  number  of  «data 

in  Iha 63S 

motion  to  take  it  up,  negatived  -        -    877 

Mr.  Woodcock  BDbmilled  a  reaolotion  call- 
ing on  the  Sacratscy  of  War  for  a  stale- 
msiit  Dfthenuibei,  ftc.,of  tkacadela   -  1093 
amended,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -  1103 

answered  ......  1460 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  raao- 
lution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  War 
for  inlurmatioii  in  regard  to  clothing  and 

pay  of  cadets 1166 

■    con^ilarDd 11T6 

laid  00  the  UUa 1179 

a  UII  concerning  the,  repottad,  read  twice, 

....  1183 
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HiliMTy  SfUblirimMDl,  m  mach  of  iha  Pml- 
d«nt'i  Mmmp  h  relitai  lo  the,  rernrad 
to  >  lelfct  eominitlec  -  .  .  .  SS7 
n  bill  in  (ddition  la  reduce  and  fli  the 
PeieeEilibli*bment,repoited,  read  twice, 
■nd  commilled  -  .  .  .  .  b9S 
coDtidered         -  lUG,  IftSl,  ISIS 

liidonUiauble 1618 

8«n»M  bill  to  repeal  Lhe  rouTteeodi  aMtloD 
of  BO  act  to  redoee  the  Paaoa  Eilabliah- 
raent      ...  ...  ibbi 

i«ad  twice,  and  commilt^d         -  -  1613 

nportad,  and  ordered  to  tba  tbitd  Mtdiog     16M 
cooaidered         ......  17H) 

laid  on  Uie  UU( 1734 

paawd 18SB 

Mititarf  Begolationa,  Mr.  Bie*enani  aohmitlad 

a  renliitiaii  for  appointipg  a  cMDmiltee 

to  roake  inquirica  in  relation  to  lb*  pob- 

Ueatioa  af  a  ■Jitem  of   -        .        -        .   1753 

agreed  to,  and  a  eommiiMe  ippainted        -  1767 

rapoil  laid  on  the  tahle      .... 

Hilitary  Benicc,  a  bill  making  partial  approprit' 

tiona  for  iIm,   raported,  read  twieo,  and 

recomnitled 

conaidercd         635,  697,  663,  M7,  <60,  69S,  703 

>  bill  meking  appropria tiona  for  the,  fbr  die 

jaw    1638,   reported,    read    twice,   and 

committed      ......  ngs 

debated     -  -        lltM,  lit?,  1134,  IISI 

ordered  to  be  en  groaaed     ■        .        -        .  1183 
motion  to  recominit  -        .        .        .        .  ngo 

trill  piBMd 119S 

•  bill  for  farther  appropriationa  for  the  pnr- 
poae,  reported,  read  twice,  and  connit- 

t«d U88 

roMldered  1816,  iSSO,  1634,  1630, 

IMS,  16B3,  IHO,  1780 

ordered  to  bo  engroaaed      ....  ngs 

paawd 1788 

amended  bj  the  Senate    -        .        .         . 
conaidered        --....  187S 

diaagreed  to      -  •        -        .  1S7S 

Militia,  Mr.  Cannon  ■Qbmilled  anndry  reaoln- 
tiona  on  the  aatgect  of  making  further 
proiiaiona  for  organiaing  Iha  ... 
■notion  i«  lake  op  the  laat  rcaolution 
the  firat  reaolulion  laid  on  the  table   • 
■eeond  reiolnlion  adopted,  und  rcfwred 
a  bill  to  provide  fbr  Ifaa  diacipHae  of  the, 
,  reported,  read  twice,  and  Dommiited 
abililo  provide  for  clothing  the,  when  ealled 
into  aenice,  reported,  read   twice,   and 
eonmittad     ...... 

Militia  Finea,  Mr.  Buclianan  aabailted  a  reaolQ- 
tion  for  appointing  a  comaillee  to  iniaa- 
tigate  the  matter  of  the  non-pajment  of 

report  of  the  committee     ....  iefi6 

Mr-  Bochanin  aabmitted  ■  reaolntion  of 
PcnnajlTsnia  in  relation  to    . 

a  bill  rriting  in  the  8uta  of  Pennajin- 
nia  lhe  right  to  all,  aaaeaaod  in  *«id  State, 
receircd  from  the  Senate        ...  177T 

conaidered,  read  lhe  third  time,  and  pawed  1783 


itler,  Jamee,  and  Mhere,  •  bill  for  Iha  nlirfa( 
reported,  read  (wiea,  a»d  aunntlNd       -  i; 
reported,  and  ordered  t(  '  ~  ~ 


Milla,  Peter,  report  on  peLlion  of,  naMBiUcd  . 
MilnOT,  William,  ol  PannaylTania,  atlenM    - 

rcmarka  of,  on  cnmpenaalioi   ' 

on  special  bapk 
Mint,  aabject  of  the, 


iRk  dnioaitea  - 

be,  reforred  to  a  aataet  eoont- 


annual  report  of  tlie  Dbectur  reoM*ad      -   1 

Miaaionarj   Petition,  Mr.  Baldwin  piiawilcd  a 

pelitioD   ftom  a   PoanajlTHia  Bacit^, 

prajing  a  grant  of  lanti  far  Mi»i«wiy 

purpoaee,  debated  on  its  reiereDoa  - 


MweiMppi,  on  moiton  of  Mr.  Kanfcia,  ifaa  Co>- 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  were  isMneleil 
to  inquire  into  the  espwdieacjofilMat 
the  time  and  place  of  holding  AKiiet 
cosrta  in  -  -  -  .  .  .  M) 
a  bill  for  that  porpoea  reported  .  .  -  IID 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -  -  IM 

paaaed lUI 

a  bill  to  proitda  fbr  the  diaponJ  el  pMe 
landa  in,  and  for  the  better  organinlioD 
of  the  land  diatricU  in,  and  in  AUmbo, 
repotted,  read  twice,  and  ooniMltlad      ■   (K 
ordered  to  the  third  reading       -       .      -  iia 
paaeed      -  -        .       .       -  1577 

Mr.  Hanhio  preaaatsd  a  maaoiial  fma  ika 
Legialatare  of,  praying  power  to  i^  co- 
tain  aectiona  ot  land  for  ocbool  pnipoaM, 

referred lltS 

Miaaonri,  Comoritlee  on  Public  Ijuida  inatnict- 
ed  to  make  inqairiaa  in  retotion  to  IIm  id- 
juetment  of  u  neon  finned  land  claimeia  -   ^ 
committee   inatraotod  lo  inquini  into  ibt 
aipedienq  of  providing  h^  law  far  pajiag 
to, ihatliree  percent.  erMugfRnnlJiawli 
of  pnblic  landa  in  '        -        .        .       -  iH 
bill  reported,  read  twbc,  and  committad   -  iU 
reported,  and  ordered  id  b  third  reafag    -  Ml 
read  the  third  time    ■  ...  HI 

paaaed       -  -  -         .         .       .   M 

amendmenta  received  from  the  BenaU      ■  W 

referred !1» 

concnrred  in  with  amendmebla  .        -       -  M 
Houie   amendmenta   diaagreed  to  b;  iha 

Senate 1«' 

conaidered,  and  laid  on  the  UUa       -       -  I(H 

Houaa  adhere  to  their  amendmenta    -       ■  1"' 

Senate  iniiat  on  their  diaagreenent  -       -  i^ 

committee  of  conference  appointed  ■  1^ 

report  laid  on  the  table      -        -        .       ■  ItU 

amendment*  canmrrrd  in  -         -  -  "" 

Uommillee  on   the  Judiciary  inatmeted  to 

iaqnin  into  the  eipediencj  of  proTidinf 

for  the  dne  etccnlion  of  the  law*  in,  and 

for  the  organixetion  of  e  dielrict  cpnrt 

therein M) 

a  bill  for  that  purpoae  reportod  -  ■  ^ 

conaidered  -        -        .        .       .   Jffl 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       -        -       •   TV 

piewsd -   '» 

Senate  amendmenta  received     -        -       -  H'' 

referred 1"! 

concurred  in      -        ■        -        -        .       .  li" 
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M  iMO  Dri — con  ti  noed. 

8cn>I>  bill  cooeeminf  landi,   &c.    i 
grmtei],  bi  eduolioDil  pvrpoMi  - 
read  ttricr,  >nd  Teri-rred     ... 
rcportad  nithont  iiniendmf  nto,  snd  commit- 


HT 


a  bill  lo  ii^horiie  cerltin  claimiDti  la  litid 

in,  to  iiutitDls  Wft\  proceidingi,  raport- 

ti,  read  twice,  uiil  committni  •  -  1248 
Senata  bill  to  perfect  entain  IocdImm  and 

•aki  af  land  ia UTO 

raArml U74 

repDit»d,  and  laM  on  the  table  -  •  -  1601 
cobaidcied,  and  ordered  to  ■  third  laading  1S9] 
read  tba  third  lima,  and  paaaad  -  -  -  |fll4 
Mitchell,  Jimea  B.,  of  PennajWania,  altendad  S13 
ramarka  of,  on  Mr.  Cook'a  molation  In  re- 

laliuit  10  csiUtan  fond*    .        >        .        -    680 
Mitchell,    Tbomaa   R^  of  South   Carolina,   al- 

landed  .•...-.  514 
ramarka  of,  on  Hilitarj  Appropriation  bill  682 
on   printing  extra  copiea  of  tba  report  on 

retrenebnient         .....  15(2 
an  the  Compeniation  bill  ....  iTio 
apeacb  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  ...  lOlG 
Mitchell,  John,  a  bill  for  the  ralief  of,  leporied, 

read  tnice,  and  cooaidercd      ...  17S4 

laid  on  the  table 1T85 

Mitchell,  Andraw,  Senate  lilt  for  the  relief  of, 

rend  twice,  and  eamtnitled      ...  13B|] 

reported 1463 

coDiideTed        ......  iggg 

laid  on  the  table 18S0 

Mil,  Elijah,  Mr.  Bntler  aobmittad  a  retolutioa 

for  inqDirtng  into  the  contiarl  made  by, 

with  tba  War  Department  •  .  .  1629 
agreed  10,  and  a  committee  appointed  ■  1680 
report  laid  on  the  table      .        -  1ST8,  1888 

Mobile,  a  bill  to  eooflrm  certain  land  clajmi  to 

lota  in,  and  Ibi  other  paipoaea,  rapaited, 

read  twice,  and  commitleii  ....  |M0 
reported,  and  ordered  la  be  engrotaed         -  1807 

paued 1808 

amended  b;  the  Senata     ....  igyg 
Senate  bill  granting  certain  Iota  to  the  cor- 

foratian  of,  read  twice,  anJ  referred  .  1334 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit. 

ted H54 

Point.     (See  Fortifitationi.) 
Monaanto,  Manuel  and  laaac,  Senate  bill  for  iba 

relief  of  the  reprerentalivei  of 


643 


reporled,  and  laid  on  the  table  -        .  

Montgomery,  Thomaa,  of  Kenluckj,  attended  -  Sli 
remarki  of,  on  trangaclioni  at  Penaaoola  -  613 
on  the  compeniBlion  to  memberi  1651,  170fi 

on  deeiiioDi  of  the  Second  Comptroller      -  1729 
apeech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  •        -        .967 
MoDtgomerj,  Alexander,  Senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  repreuntaliveg  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred  .        -        -1324 

reported  with  amendmentii,  and  committed  1469 
Moody,  fahn  M.,  and  Samtiel,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  reported,  read  twice,  and  comtnit- 

twl 14M 

read  the  third  time,  and  ptaaed  -  1789 

Moore,  Samuel,  of  PennajlTania,  attended  -  613 
ia  aicoaed  from  aartiiiK  on  the  Cotanfttee 

of  Indian  Aflaira 603 

17th  Con.  lat 


Page. 

Moore,  Gabriel,  of  Alabama  attended  .     614 

ramarka  of,  on  the  Apportionment  bill  987,  IIGS 

on  bit  reiululion  in  relation  to  the  condnct 

of  receiver  of  pnbiie  monej  at  Hnnbnllle  1614 

Moore,  Thomaa  L.,  of  Virginia,  atiended  .     614 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  rendiUon  of 

fogiti*e« 1879 

Morgan,  John  J.,  of  New  Jeney,  attended  .  S13 
Morria,  R.  G.,  reporl  on  the  petition  of,  referred  I1S4 
Morriaon,  Jamei,  report  on  the  petilion  of,  laid 

on  the  table 829 

taken  up,  and  referred       .        .        -        -  i33g 
Mone,   Re*.   Jedidiah,   reaolaiion    aathorinof 

him  to  withdraw  a  reporl        ...  i|H 

Mulford,  Clarence,  Senate  bill  far  the  lellef  of  •'1640 

read  twice,  and  eommitud        ...   KU 

laid  on  the  table 1877 

Mnrphy,  Oreenbnrj  H.,  Senate  billliir  the  reltaf 

of  legal  repreaanUlivaa  of  .  -  .  JSSI 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  isia 
'  reported,  and  eommilled  ....  igiff 
ordered  to  the  third  raading       ...  igOT 


Marray,  Thomsg,  of  PennajlTania,  attended     •     613 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Houae  tba  cer- 
tificate of  the  election  of        -        •        -    SSB 
Hon;,  Amoa,  and  Benjamin  White,  a  bill  for 
the   relief  of,  reported,  read   twice,  and 

commiitad 0S3 

ordered  to  he  engroaieil      ....  is06 

paaaed 1M7 

K, 
National  Armory.    (See  Watem  Waitn^ 
National   Intelligencer,  commanicstion   to  the 
Edilora  of,  in  relation  to  the  lignaturea 
on  the  Declaration  of  Independence        ■     962 
National  Univenity,  Mr.  Cook  aubmitud  a  rea- 
olution  for  appropriating  public  landa  for 
the  support  of  a,  in  the  Diatriet  of  Co. 
lumbia  -        ■        - 


loit  ' 


713 
714 


Natoralizailon,  report  on  the  aubject  of,  read, 

and  comroittad      ....        -  I39g 
NaTal  Ettabliahment,  ao  much  of  the  Prealdent'a 
Meaaage  aa  relatea  to  the,  relerTed  to  a 
■elect  committee    ....        -    5ST 
Naral  Fraternal  Aaaocialion,  Mr.  Fuller   pra- 
aenled  a  petition  ofsandry  offieera  praying 
the  incorporation  of  the,  referred    ■        -    80> 
abill  to  incorporate  the,  reported,  read  twice, 
and  committed      .....     gss 

laid  on  the  table 1606 

Naval   Peace  Eitabliahment,  a  bill  to  fix   and 
render    permanent   the,   reported,   read 
twirc,  and  committed     ....  UOfi 

recommitted  to  ihe   Committee  on  Na>al 

Affair.  --.-.-.  1617 
Mr.  Johnson  aabmilted  reaolutiona  requeat- 

ing  the  Preaident  to  report  a  plan  for  a  -  1769 
modified  and  agreed  to      -        .        -        .  1687 
Naiat  School!.  Mr.  Haltaiy  aubmitted  a  reaolu- 
tion   in  relation  to  the  eatabliabment  of, 
negatiied       ......    682 

Naval  Stationa,  Mr.  Cocke  aubmitted  a  reaoln. 
tioo  etUing  on  the  Preaident  fbr  iniorma- 
tion  ta  to  the  location  and  nambei  of 

United  Statea 10*2 

apeed  to 1034 
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P.B.. 

NkTigitiou,  SsD&la  bill  in   idditioa  to  the  ict 

eonMToiog -  1TT7 

rawl  iwiee,  •nil  committed        -        .        -  I7B3 
Utio  mmenJed,  mnd  bill  laid  Uis  third  time, 

•adpuMd ITS? 

Na«T,  •  bill  moluDg  ptttiti  tpproj^ation*  for 
tlie  rapport  of  the,  repintad,  tMd  twice, 
ttnd  commitled       .        .        .        .        •    8U 

cauidarod -    MS 

■    US 
.D  lelition 

to  Iha  ra-orgaoiiation  of  the  •        -        -  1013 
aotendad,  aod  afracd  to    -        -        •        -  lOIfi 
Mr.  Tracj,  a  raaolnlion  in  raUtion  lo  the 
*  ag(p*diaa<7  of  couitnieliBf  MMcli  of  a 

■mallBTiiie 1186 

MDiUared        ......  IIM 

•treed  to 1181 

report  tlwreon  laid  od  the  table  -        -        -  1405 
a  bill  making  ippropiiatioiu  for  the  inpport 
of  the,  for  the  jiar  1BS3,  reported,  read 
Mice,  and  eotnnitled     -        -         -         - 


ordered  to  the  third  lewlinf 
read  the  third  time,  and  pM*ed 
amended  bj  Iha  Seaata     • 


-  1337 
■  IfilT 

-  11118 

-  ISSO 

-  1681 

BCreedto ITSfi 

Ur.  Joboaon  ■nhmitted  a  reaolntioD  io  rela- 
tion to  the  number  of  officer*  and  aranaa 
aeceaaai;  for  aerriee      .        -        ■        -  1769 

fhvj  Department,  Commitiee  on  Eipemlitnna 

in  the,  appointed  .....  Sia 
NaTj  Hoaptel  Fund,  Mr.  Htnith,  of  Marjland, 
■abniitted  ■  reaolation  directing  the  Com- 
miMionan  of  Naval  Hoipitala  to  report 
ilalamenti  ibowing  (he  annual  reeeipti 
of  (be 534 

■greed  to 660 

Mr.  Colden  aubmilled  a  rcMlntion  lei 
ing  information  in  regard  lo  the  relief  af- 
forded   to  dinbled  leamen,  and  alao  to 
report  the  rutea  in  regard  to  their  ■  ~ 
Hon  into  the  hoapitala    . 

callad  np 

agreed  lo  . 

commanication  recetxed  from  the  Commia- 


N*Tj  Peniion  Fund,  tannal  report  of  the  Com- 

miationera  of  the,  receiied 
Neale,  Raphael,  of  Uaiyland,  attended    ■ 

remirka  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  juria- 
didion  of  the  juaticea  of  peace  in  the  Dia- 
tricl  of  Cotambia   -        -        -        - 
Neale,  C.  V/.,  petition  of,  referred    • 
Nelaon,  Jeremiah,  of  Maaaachuaettt,  attended 
Nelaon,  John,  of  Maryland,  attended 

remarka  of,  on  amending  the  rulea    - 

on  the  Military  Appropnalion  bill 

on  the  appropriation  of  land*  for  educational 

purpoae*        ..... 
antbeApporlioDmentbill - 
on  the  eiaminalion  of  land  office* 
OD'Ihe  Senate'a  amendmenti  to  the  Appro- 
priation bill  .        .        -        .        . 
on  the  Compenwlion  bill  - 
Nelaon,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarka  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  pet- 
•ona  diaabled  in  the  BaTolntionu; 


Nelaon,  Hugh,  remark*  of — continued.  hff, 

on  tranaaetiona  in  Florida  -       ■       ■11" 

on  the  B^te  anendmeBta  to  tb  Approp)- 
ation  bill 


New,  ADthoo7,'of  Kentackf,  atteDded     -       .  SI 

New  Joeej,  reaotaltoa  of  the  Oeoent  kmnMj 

of,  on  the  «iib)ect  of  a  amtrorenj  with 

New  York  in  regard  to  Aeb  ra^Mlirc 

bottadariea,  preaented,  and  refonad       -   71 

Senate  bill  to  alter  the  time  of  botdiig  the 

diatriet  oontt  in     •        -        .       .       .  17j 
read  the  third  time,  aod  paaaed  •  -IT 

New  OiUaaa,  Banata  biH  eapple»*ntal  ta  the 
acta  for  adjnatiAg  claim*  to  Irnda  fUvS 
the  ialand  of-        -        - 
read  twiee,  and  oommltted 
ipoitad  without  a 


lad 


Senate  bill  aupplamantal  to  Iha  ad 
thoriie  the  diapoaal  of  certain  hM 
atj  of,  and  town  of  Mobile    - 
read  twice,  and  relarred     - 
reported  with  the  title  amended 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ■ 


Senate  dIaagreeJ  to  emend  the  title  -      -11 
Houae  recede  from  aaid  amandmaBt  -       •  II 
Newton,  Thomea,  of  Virginia,  attended  ■      -   i 
New  York  City,  Mr.  Cambreleiig  prenstad  a 
memorial  of  the  Mayor,  Ac,  ol^  aikitg 
relioeeaaion  of  gronnd  crdod  to  the  Uai- 
tedStateafor piirpe*eiofd«fonoe,rel*nid   i 
abill  toreeosTeya  traetof  landU,raponed, 

and  commitled       -        -        .       •       ■  I 
Donaidered  -  .         .        -       .  i 

ordered  Id  a  lb  Ird  reading  -         -        -       ■  ! 


r^orted  nilh  amendment*,  and  ordartdlt 

be  eogtoaeed  ■  -  -  -  ■  IB 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued  -  •  ■  IN 
Hr.  Morgan  preaanled  a.  memorial  of  Iht 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of      -        -       -  H' 
Mr.  Cambreleng  presented  a  aimilar  petilito  141 
New  York  Hoepilal,  Mr.  Colden  preaentnl  a  ae- 

morialof  the  gotemora  of  the,  refairad  ■   H 
Newapapen.on  motionof  Mr.  Wrvfat,llM  nau] 
rule  Ch  a  *Dppty  of,  to  the  member*,  wu 
adopted  -        -        -        .       '.       ■  S 

Niagara,  report  on  the  petilion  of  aundry  inhab- 

coneidered lUl,  H 

Norfolk,  Mr.  Newton  preiented  a  memorial  of 

certain  inhabitant*  ot,  referred  -   ' 

Norway,  meiaBge  in  relation  to  an  ordinaDoeof 

the  Oovemmeiit  of         .         .        -       -  17 
NotI,  William,  Stephen  Henderaon  and  Natbaa- 
iel  Coxe,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  o(i«mI 
twice,  anil  referred  -        -        -       -  13 

reported  with  emendmcata,  a 


Oalb  of  Office  adminiatered      •        -        .       ■    J 
O'Bnen,  Ricfaud,  a  ■upplrmenlary  bill  for  the 
nlief  of,  reported,  reed  twiea,  end  oob- 

mitlad ' 

oideted  loa  third  reading  •        -        •       -  IB 
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Haate  Pnettdiagt  and  Jkbata. 


OfGoeMorUie  Am7,lbeCj[»niiuUaB  oa  Militaf; 
AffHn  iiutnictcd  ID  inqnira  into  Uie  «x- 
pediancj  uf  iUowLiib  i  iilKrjr  to,  inilaul 
of  paj  and  auoluraeDla  -  -  •  - 
wpon  Ml  llw  amplajDeDt  of,  at  elcifca, 
nflemd    to  tbe   Commiltse  od    MUilaiy 


530 


Ohio,  a  ftiU  diraclinB  tha  aale  of  ccitaia  Ineta  of 
land  in,  reported,  raad  twice,  and  com- 

milled 1381 

•  trill  to  vcit  in  Iha  commiaaionera  of  Wood 
and  Sandnaky  oonntica  the  tillea  to  ear- 
lain  lata  in  ParrTabart  andCraghainrilla, 
reported,  read  twice,  and  conmitteil        -  1616 
oidaMd  la  a  third  raading  -        .        -        .  IS06 
.   Onlar,  queatioiiB  of,  decided     716, 791, 8*9^873, 1168, 
1250 
Ordnance  and  MIlilaT^  Storea,  Mr.  Bmith,  of 
HatYland,  anbtnitied  a  TMolaHon  calliOf 
on  ue  PreeidenI  for  intbrmetloQ  in  t» 
ganl  to  ......    647 

cooaidered         ......    067 

adopted G6B 

report  teeavad  .        ,        .        ,         .    Ms 

O«borne,  Noble,  and  William  Doake,  Sen  ete  bill 

franting  a  pre-emption  right  to  -  -  1104 
Had  twice,  and  cammitlad  -  .  .  ms 
reported  without  am endmeot     -        ■        .  1150 

conaidered -  ISBO 

peeaed IBBD 

Oulragea  on  American  Veuela,  Mr.  Gondict 
aDbmiltvil  a  refolntion  calling  on  the  Prea- 
ident  for    information    In  regard  to,   id 

SpaniA  forta 717 

laid  on  the  table 718 

modified  and  agreed  to      -        •        .        >    7S3 
report  receired  .....    951 

Mr.  Johnetoo  anbmitted  a  reaolution  calling 
on  the  Preaident  for  infbrmalion  in  re. 

gard  10,  &c 836 

conaidered         ......     831 

laid  on  tba  Ubie 838 

Oventreet,  Jamee,  of  Sooth  Cartdioa,  attended     614 

P. 
Padflc  Coaat,  Mr.  t\ojd  aabmitted  a  reaolaiiou 
eallingon  tba  Secretary  ortheNai?  tore- 
port  tbe  probable  expenae  of  an  eiemin- 
ation  of  the  barboia  belonging  to  the 
United  State*,  and  aha  of  tranaporting 
eitillery  to  tbe  Oolnmbia  liTer  -  -  563 
report  received  .....    5B8 

Mr.  Flojd  iDbmitted  a  rraolalion  calling  on 
the  Preaident  for  inrormelioa  in  relation 
to  elaima  of  foreign  Oo*ernmenta  to  Vtti- 
ted  State*  terrilar;  on  the     -        -        •  1034 

agreed  to 1078 

a)o**age  in  replj,  laid  on  the  table    .        -  ISIS 
taken  op  and  referred        -        .        .        .  itsi 
Paintinga,  Trnmbnira,  a  joint  raaolalion  for  ap- 
poinling  a  joint  committee  to  report  on 
the  proper  diapoaitioa  of,  reported,  read 
twice  and  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  -        -  1370 
another  resolution  anbatitnted  in  lien  of  the 

faregotng 1378 

laid  on  the  table 18711 

joint  eommittae  appmnted  ...  1381 


Painting*,  Trnmbntl'i — continued.  Pag*, 

joint  raaolntion  earning  certain  rooma  for 
the,  reported,  read  ttrioe,  anJorderad  to 
a  lUrd  reading      .....  1418 

pMaed 1444 

joint  reaolntion  of  the  aame  purport  reourad 

fi«m  the  Senate 1444 

read  tbe  third  time,  end  paaiad  -        -  14M 

Puikej,  Hampton.    (Sea  Merarhrui,  Jamtt.) 
PMaenger  Ship*  and  Veaeala,  an  annaal  atate- 
nent  ra^eetii)g,reeeifedaiidl«ldan  the 

table     .  10S8 

Pattaraon,  Walter,  of  New  roit,  attMdad        -    618 
remark*  of,  on  the  Companaation  tnU         -  1703 
Pattaraon,  Tfaomaa,  of  PanaiyWania,  attended    613 
Pattetaon,  William,  Mr.  Moore  preeentad  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  1038 
Poa  Patch  labnd,  Mr.  Tucker  aobmltted  a  leeo- 
Intton  atlUng  on  the  ProNdent  for  infor- 
nation  in  tegwd  to  private  etajma  to  the  llSl 

agreed  to IIM 

anawered  ......  1405 

me«a«ge,&C  in  relation  tOiWd  OB  tri>)e    .1443 
Pellet,   John,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  rapoMad, 

read  twice,  and  committed    -        -        -    838 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -  17W 

paaaed ISM 

Pendergran,  Thomai,  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  1H8 
twice  read,  and  oommttted  -  IMS 

Peoitentiary,  a  bUl  to  e*llbll*h  a,  in  the  Diatriet 
of  dotambia,  reported,  read  twice,  and 

committed 910 

PennijlTania,  bill  to  alter  the  jadioial  dialrieta 
in  tbe  Slate  of,  repotted,  reed  twice,  and 

cammiited IITS 

Fenroea,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  the  ralief  of,  re. 

ported,  read  twice,  and  fummitled  .  1104 

reported,  and  laid  on  the  table  ...  ISW 
Penaieni  and  Serolnlionary  Claima,  Comnitte* 

on,  appointed 018 

PenaionBialnll  to  continue  the  act  far  the  allow, 
ance  of.on  tbe  relinquiabmait  of  bonntf 
landa,  reported,   read    twioe,  and   oom* 

milled 1418 

conaidered UTI 

ordeied  to  a  third  reading  ...  1,473 

paawid U74 

Peona,  a  bill  to  confinn  certain  claima  to  lota  b, 

reported,  read  twice,  and  csmmiued        •  IMI 
Penyaburg.     (See  Ohio.) 
PatnvoD,  Samnel  and  Hannah.    (See  DuUm, 

Patitiona,  Mr.  Tree;  euhmittad  a  reeolntltn  00 
the  enbject  of  tbe  refeMBo*  ot  praaaolad 
attitelaatCongreea        .        .        .        .    6SS 
amended,  and  leid  on  tbe  table  .        .        •    636 
called  np  and  indeSoitelj  poetponed  -        •    630 
Mr.  CudimiD  lubmiltad  a  reaolotion  in  reb- 

tion  to Ml 

conaidered,  and  laid  on  the  table  -    961 

Petllpool,  Joseph,  Senate  bill  for  tbe  relief  of     .  1474 

referred UTB 

reported,  and  ootnmitlad    ....  1600 
ordered  to  tbe  third  reeding        -  .  1804 

peaecd »B88 

Philadeli^iia,  a  bill  to  fix  the  limita  of  the  port 

of,  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed      •    760 
ordend  to  be  eogroeaad     -  -1818 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •  1837 
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Phillip*,  John,  of  Peiin*;lT*ni«,  KtUndcd 

■pMcti  oi;  on  lb«  Bwknipt  bill  -        -  10S8 

PhilUpi,  Gaoiga  T.     (See  yoll,  Wiliiam.) 
nince.  Gill,  repoit  on  t)i«  petition  of,  nwl  md 

PietM,  Junea,  >  bill  fbi  the  relief  of,  repartad, 

lead  Iniee,  and  committed      -        -        -  1146 

reported,  read  ttie  third  tine,  and  puied    -  1807 

PiereoD,  JeronMh  H.,  of  New  York,  attendwl  • 

Plnkney,  Williain,  Seaatot  from  Maijland,  death 

of,  BDOOunced,  and  reiolutioo*  adopted 

fbr  the  foDctal,  &c        ....  iiM> 

Finej,  report  on  meawiee  for  (upprewing 

laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
■  bill  to  punieh,  reported,  read  twice,  and 

comnitteil -  UM 

Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York,  attended 
Plauten'  Bank,  of  New  Oileane,  Senate  bill  far 
the  relief  of,   the  Pieaident  and  Direc- 

lonof 1194 

read  twice,  and  committed  -        .        .  1191 

reported,  withont  amandmenta,  and  com- 

nutlad 1S13 

coniidered 1689 

paued 18S0 

PloneT,  William   J.,   of  New  Hampehire,  at- 
tended   5LS 

Plnmei,  George,  of  PennajlTania,  attended        -     613 
PoioMll,  Joel  R.,  of  SoDth  Carolina,  attended  -    614 
■pMch  of,  on  South  Ameiicen  Independence  139S 
on  the  Militarr  Peace  Eetabliihrnent  -  1674 

Point  Coupee.     (See  Louinona.) 
Porter,  Solomon,  jr.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  re- 

£rteil,  reiul  twice,  and  committed  •    IM 

ed  to  Ihe  third  reading       .        -        .  1369 

p»»*d       -        -     ^ 1360 

PMage,  Senate  reeolntion  for  the  tranjmitiion 

of  certain  docnmentj  free  of  •        -        '     6S8 

paeeed      -        - fi89 

Poet,  John  and  Fariej  Poller,  a  bill  for  the  relief 

of  reported,  read  twice,  and  committed    -  1237 
ordered  to  be  eugroeeed      -        -        .        .  IB06 

paeied 1807 

Poet  Office  Department,  Committee  on  Gipen- 

diture*  in  the,  appointed        .        -        .     sjg 
Mr.  Hobart  ■ubmitled  a  reetdution  calling 
on  the  Poetmuter  General  for  certain  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the      -        -        -     73S 
called  up  -        -        -        -        -        ■        -     749 
laid  on  the  Ubie        •        '•        -        -        -760 

adopted 786 

anrwered  ......  17S9 

Mr.  Bateman  aabmitted  ■  reeolntion  calling 
OS  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treaanr;  fcr  inform 
malion  in  regard  to  arreara  in  Ihe  accouuu 

ofthe 744 

agreed  to  ......    J^s 

anewered  ......  1370 

qMcial  commiUee  appointed  to  inieetigate 

the  aAira  of  the 1034. 

report  of  the  commiUee      -        .        .        .  iTSfi 
a  lull  further  to  regnlata  the,  reported,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        -        ■        •  letS 

coneidered -  1770 

ordered  to  the  third  reading        -        -        -  177< 

paeeed 1777 

Poet  Officre  and  Poet  Roada,  committee  •(  ap- 
pointed - 619 


Poetmtateri,  a  bill  fqrther  to  regnlale  the  csd- 

panialion   ai,  reported,  read  twice,  anl 

oommitted     -        -        -        -        -       ■  11 

committee   inatrncied  to  brioK  in  a  fatU  ta 

ptohibit,  from  becominc  mail  oantncton  •  i 

Foit  Roada,  a  bill  to  eetablieh  certain,  asd  dii- 

othert,  reported,  read  twice,  ul 


niUed 


-  lai 


coniidered 

read  a  third  time,  and  pawed     -        -       -  17SI 

■mended  by  the  Senate     -        -        •       •  ISTt 

coniidered,  and  with  oneesccptiaaegieedlo  IBM 
Potomac  Ri*ei,  Ur.  Stewart  prei^ted  ■  petitiM 
from  citiiena  of  Maryland,  prajiagaidfci 
a  plan  of  improving  iheDtvig^ioaaf  Iht, 

nhiwi Ht 

.  Mr.  Stewart  preiented  a  aimihtr  patitiaa 
from  citiiena  of  PennijWania        •     660,  SiH 

Mr.  Stewart  lubmitled  a  reeolutioa  reject- 
ing the  naTigation  of  the        -        -       -  IKt 

a  report  on  the  navigation  of  the        -       -  ISTf 
Pre-emption,  a  hill  granting  the  right  o^l*  Ala- 
bama and  Arkanaai  to  e«rtain  qwrter 
aectioni  of  land,  reported,  read  twiw^awt 
committed     ...         -        -  — 

a  bill  cannrniog  the  righti  of,  in  Arkui 
reported,  read  twice,  and  committed 

Senate  bill  to  amend  the  act  grantii^  Ibe 
right  of,  to  certain  aettler*  ii  *     '  ' 

reed  twice,  and  referred     - 

reported  with  imendmenta,  and  laid  an  the 
table 

Preeident  of  the  United  Statei,  joint  committee 
appointed  to  inform  the,  of  the  orj 
tion  of  the  two  Houee* 

report  of  the  joint  committee 

hie  viewe  on  [he  aubject  of  internal  ir 

Preioit,  8(ilo[iioi),*billfiir  the  relief  of,  n 

read  twice,  and  committed 

read  the  third  lime,  and  paated 

Private  Land  Claim*,  Commiltee  ol^  aj 

Pront,  Holden  W.,  Senate  bill  Ibr  the  i^iaf  ef, 

read  twice,  and  committed 


laid  01 


[able 


Public  Accounti,     (See  Aecounlt.) 
Public  Building!,  CommiUee  on  Eipendiion* 
in  the.  appointed  .         -         . 
report  of  the  CommiHionen  of  - 
a  bill  making  ippropHatiene  for,  reported, 

read  twice,  and  committed 
conaidered         .... 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 

amended  by  the  Senate  - 
eoncnrred  in  nilh  amendmeala 
HoDw  amendmente  eoncnrred  in 
report  of  expenditoiee  on  the  - 
*  bill  filing  the  compenaation  of  Ihe  Cob- 
mitnoner  of,  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed  -  .  .  - 
coniidered  -  .  .  . 
ordered  to  the  third  reading 
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Ixxxri 


Pnblie  Defaalten,  Mr.  EiAIind  •nbniltcd  •  tbmi- 

laUon  to  proTida  for  thi  puQuhtuBiit  of  -  li65 
modifiad,  and  Kdoplsd        ....  U69 
PaUic  ExptnditDTM,  Comroiltee  of,  ■ppointsil       SIS 
Pnblic  Faiidii  Mr.  Cook  jutaiittcd  *  reaohilion 
,        ctlting  on  the  SgcreUry  of  ths  Treaiuiy 

for  information  in  reginl  to  certain        .    fl6S 

cowidetcil 673 

■gr««dla 6B0 

■nawtred  ......  lOGS 

Public  Landi,  CinninittM  on,  a^pnated   -        -    519 
commiltoa   inatmctad  to  inqoira  what  ap- 
plication ahoald  be  maJa  of  proeaadi  of 
•alea  of,  in  lUinoi*,   Indiana.  Miiwnui, 
aod  Alabama        .        .        .        .        .    bS9 

Mr.  Cook  anbrniltod  a  retolution  calling  on 
the   Becretary  of  tha  Treaauij  for  net 
pracaeda  of  aalea  of,  in  Indiana,  Ulinoia, 
and  MiauaTt         ....        -    547 

adopted    ---■-..    565 
laport  nceiied  .....    717 

laid  on  the  Uble 717 

Committee  on,  inalractad  to  inqnite  into 
eipediency  of  laying  off  a  portion  of  the, 
in  tbe  vicinity  of  forti  Wayne  and  Defi- 
ance, into  town  lota  ....  5S4 
Mr.  Reeheiti-T  iubmitted  a  reaolDtion  call, 
ing  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treainry  for 
a  report  in  regard  to  the  aalea  of  -  -  684 
called  up,  and  conaidered  ...     587 

adopted    -.-....    688 
Mr.  Moore  tnbmitted  a  taaolntion  author- 
izing tlie  Bale  of,  in  fort;  acre  lota,  is- 
jaeted    -        -        -  ■     -        -        -        -  1389 
Mt.  K«nt  iDbmilted  a  reaolution  directing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treainry  to  report 
the  amount  of,  in  each  Stale,  Ac,  and 
dio  amonnt  heretofore  fold,  itaUng  price   1901 
agreed  to  ......  1615 

reply 1619 

a  bill  to  diapoaa  of  certain,  for  encouraging 
tbe  cnltiration  of  tbe  vine  and  oUre,  re- 
ceived from  the  Senate  ....  1633 

read  twice,  and  committed        ...  ifiSS 
ordered  to  tbe  third  reading       ...  15M) 
conaidered         ......  iei9 

peaeed       -...-..  16SO 
Public  Money,  Mr.  Bagaelt  anbmitted  certain  re*. 

olntionf  in  regard  to  advancea  of   -        •  IGOS 

laid  on  the  Uble 1503 

taken  Dp,  and  coniidered  ....  1539 

referred  to  a  select  eomaiittee    ...  1533 
a  bill  concerning  diibnraenienta  of,  report- 
ed, read  twice,  and  committed  ■  16SS 
eoDfiderad         ......  1793 

Mr.  Cook  anbmillad  a  rewtlntion  directing 
tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treaiaiy  to  report  at 
tbe  next  aeiaion  a  atatement  respecting 
depositcs  and  tranafera  of       ...  1978 

agreed  to 18B3 

Public  Officea,  Mr.  F.  Johnion  anbmitled  a  reao. 
lotion  in  relation  to  the  boor*  of  opening 
and  cloiing  the      .....  1768 
talien  np,  and  agreed  to    -        •        •        •  168T 
Furchaaere  of  Public  Landi,  committee  inatruct- 
ad  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of  ex- 
tending the  proviaioDi  for  the  relief  of    . 
biJI  reported       ...... 


Pnrebaeon  of  Public  Landa — continoed.  Page. 

bill  ordered  to  the  third  reading-        -        -  660 

motion  to  amend       .....  590 

recommitted -  702 

reported,  read  twice,  and  committed  •        -  748 
Saaato  bill  anpplemental  to  the  act  fbr  the 

reliefof 1516 

read  twice,  and  ivferred    ....  1530 

ordered  to  the  third  reading       ...  i5St 

read  the  third  time 1560 

laid  on  the  Uble 15S1 

taken  up,  and  paaaed        ....  I5gx 

Pordy,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 

read  twice,  and  committed     ...  804 

ordered  to  the  tiiird  reading                .        -  1790 

laid  on  the  Uble 1806 


jnut  committee   appointed    to  inform  tbe 
Preeident  of  the  preaence  of  a 


Band,  Benjamin  U.,  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of,  re- 
ported, read  twice,  and  committed  -        -    804 
coneidered,  and  ordered  to  the  third  read- 
ing         1531 

paaaed 1588 

Randall,  Jamea,  leave  given,  to  withdraw  bia  pe- 
tition     1856 

Sandolph,  John,  of  Virginia,  attended      •        -    647 
retnarka  of,  on  Mr.   Colden'a  reeolution  in 

relation  to  the  Bank  of  tbe  United  BuUa    680 

on  amendmenU  to  the  Rnlia     ...    690 

on  trannctiona  at  Peuaacola     -        .    61S,  619, 

1189,  1145 

on  the  Military  A^ropriation  billa    -     637,  041, 

690, 1109 

on  a  reaolatioD  calling  for  information  in 

relation  to  expendituiea  in  the  Indian  da. 

partment       ......    $93 

on  tbe  Apportionment  bill        748,  8 1 S,  817, 883, 

873,  898,  901 

apeech  of,  on  the  eame    ...     933,  040 

ramarka  of,  on  Mr.  Cuabman'a  reaolntion  in 

regard  to  tha  manner  of  celling  fbr  peti- 

tiona     .......     961 

on  the  Naval  Appropriation  bill        -     964, 055 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Finkney      -  1147,  1140 

on  adjournment         .....  ngo 

baa  leave  of  abaence  tot  the  remainder  of 

tbe  aeaaioii IJ47 

hia  valedictory  to  hie  conatituenU      -        -  1S47 
Randolph  county,  (North  Carolina,)  Mr.  Long 
preeented  the  petition  of  aundiy  inhahi- 

Unta  of,  referred 1113 

Rankin,  Chriatopher,  of  Hiasiaaippi,  attended  -  514 
remarka  of,  on  tranaactioni  at  Penaaoola  -  018 
on  Mr.  Cook'a  reaolation  reapecting  Pnblic 

Fundi 676 

on  tike  appropriation  of  landa  for  education. 

al  pnrpoaei    ■-....    71s 
onfhe  bill  concerning  depoeite  t>anlu        •  1000 
Ratio  of  RepreMDUtion.   Ifiet  Apportionnttnl.) 
Rationa.     (Bee  Soldieri'  Saiioiu.) 
Receivera  of  Public  Money,  a  bill  providing  com- 
penaation  to,  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed    .-..-.  1404 
RedempUon  of  Landi.    (See  Dirett  Taxt*.) 
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BMd,  Jobn,  of  HuuchoHtU,  aUeoded      -        -613 
ramuki  or,  on  tbs  ApDorUaamciit  bill    6M,  860 
Safcmwd  ProtatUnt  Datcb  Church,  Mr.  Col- 

deo  prawDlcd  Iha  petition  o^  rafemd  -    BM 
RMd,  Philip,  Df  HnrUad,  Hr.  Wright  ptcMU tod 
tba  mamoritil  of;  eontMtiDB  (be  ajectioi]  of 
Jerenukb  CanideD,  r«tered    -        .        -    OSO 
report  of  tbs  oomiuitlea     ■        -        ■        .  it63 
hu  laa«<  to  •ppeu  within  the  bar,  ud  to 

be  heard  in  rapport  of  hia  petition  •  -  1306 
conaidaratioD  of  the  report  1808,  lail,  ISai 
U  qnalified,  &c  .....  istS 
letter  of,  to  the  Speaker    -    '    •  ■  UIB 

B*U,  Robert  R.,  of  Oeoqi*,  attended  •    538 

mnarka  ot  on  Mr.  Kook't  reaolalion  mpeet- 

ing  DuaTulable  fonda  -  .  .  .  6B0 
on  tranaaetiana  at  Fenaacola  -        '1 144 

on  the  Senate  amendnieoti  to  the  appiopi^ 

alionbill 1667 

BofiilerB  and  Beeeifen  of  Pablic  Moae^,  •  bill 
fitr  ibe  lalief  of  reported,  read  twice,  and 

conuailted 1408 

Bepttu  of  WUIa,  a  biU  to  regnlat*  the  fee*  of, 

in  the  DiMikt  of  Columbia,  reported,  read 

twice,  and  eommitiad    ■        -        .       . 

Kepreeetitati*ea  to  Congreaa,  aleetian  of.    (See 

AnttitdvteiU*  to  the  Coaitituium.) 

Republic  of  Coloinbia,  Mr.  Trimble  aubmitted  a 

joint  reaolulion  aalhoHang  the  Preeideot 

to  acknowledge  the  ind^ndence  of  the, 

and  other  Spaniih  prorincea,  read  twice, 

laid  OD  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 

taken  up  and  committed   .        .       -       . 

KetreiMinant,  eelect  committee  on,  appointed 

report  of  the  oommiltee     ■        -        .        . 

debate  on  the  motion  to  print  extra  cepiea  of 


motion  laid  on  the  tablo 
fnrtber  report  on 
BfTiaal  and  Unfinlahed  Baiinc 


BaTolntioDUT  Claima.    (See  Peruiont.) 

Bevolutionaiy  Peuioni,  a  bill  to  reduce,  reported, 
read  twice,  and  committed     -        .        . 

fieTolationatf  Soldiera,  Mr.  Cuebtnan  preaenled 
a  memorial  of  aundr;,  refeired 

Rerolutionarj  War,  Commillee  on   Peni 

Ac,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  axna- 

diencj  of  reviling  the  act  for  the  relief  of 

persona  diaeblcd  in  the  -        -        -        . 

■  bill  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 


recommitted 

reported  with  ai 


ordered  to  the  tUrd  reading 

a  anpplementarir  bill  to  prOTlde  for  peraone 
engaged  in  land  and  naTal  aeiTice  ir  '''  ~ 
reported,  reed  twice,  and  committed 

aroendmenla  propoeed 

debate  on  the  bill       .... 

ordered  to  the  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaud  - 
Rhea,  John,  of  Tenneeaee,  attended  - 

remarki  of,  on  the  appointment  of  a  leleel 
committee  on  (he  aubject  of  Revolution- 
ary peniiona .        -        -        -        - 


1669 


Rhea,  John,  lemarka  of — continoed.  Fi 

on  temporarr  adjoamment 
on  a  rtaolution  in  relation  to  eipendiUini 

in  the  Indian  Department 
on  the  Apportionment  bill 
on  the  Florida  goTemment  hill  -  .  l 

Senate  amendmenta  to  the  Appmpriitiiia 


biU 


.IKS 


on  the  Compenaation  bill  . 
on  the  Mihtarj  Appropriation  bill  -  1TI1 

■peeehof,onlheMi!iUr7GMablishBui(lil  1W 
Rich,  Chailea,  of  Vermont,  attended       ■      .  il3 
apeech  of,  on  prohibitorj  duties  .  •  U' 

remarhe  of,  on  Ur.  Cook'e  reeolatioB  <ea- 
camiog  As  eiamination  of  Westeralaad 


on  the  bill  for  the  eelllemeol  of  poUic  ic- 

ooonta  -        - liSI     I 

Richmond,  Virginia,  Mr.  Stevanaon  preatntali 

memorial  of  anndry  citiieni  of,  rettrcd  7U 
Riflei,  joint  reaolulion  aathoriiing  the  dtliwii 
ot,  to  Captain  Aikin'a  volunleeta,  i^ort. 
ed,  read  twice,  and  committed  ■  IW     I 

reported,  and  ordered  to  be  engnxKd      -  IM 

nwaed I8H    | 

Rip  Rap  Contract,  report  on  the       ■       -      ■  I6W 
Roada  and  Canala,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hop- 
hill,  the  aubject  of,  waa  referred  to  ■  ided 
committee     -        -         ■■        -       .      .  Ui 
detailed  report  on  the  aobject  of  ■   6K     i 

a  bill    to   procure    the  neoesaarj  nmp, 

plana,  &c.,  on  Ibe  subject  of,  repeiiul   -  SN     i 

a  general  report  on  the  subject  -  -  IK     I 

Roanoke  Inlet  Companj,  copy  of  an  act  of  North  i 

Carolina  for  in eorpo rating  the,  rtcaind,  I 

and  referred  -        -        -        .       .      -  Itfi 

Roberta,  William  U^  and  Benjamin,  report  on 

liie  cose  of,  coniidered  and  comnutlcd    -  ISIS 
Rochealer,  William  B.,  of  New  Vaik,  atlendeil  US 
remarka  of,  on  hie  lesolution  reapectinE  tk 

sales  of  public  lands       -        .       -      ■  Si 
speech  of,  on  the  Apporiionmeal  bill        -  SK 
Roddy,  Alexander,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  nful- 

ed  and  committed .         -  .      -  HI 

reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  resdias   -  '^ 

pasacd 1^ 

Rodney,  CcearA,,  of  Delaware,  attended       -  !!> 

resignation  of   -        -        -  .      .  fflS 

letter  from,  to  the  Speaker  eiplenatiiJT  of 

hia  trensaclignawith  ibe  WstDeptrtmeiit  11^ 

Rogers  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,  atlsmM  -  ^'^ 

BoUed  Bar  Iron,  report  on  the  aabject  of  ■       -  1^1 

Row,  Thomas  R,  of  Ohio,  attended.       -       ■   ^1* 

lemarki  of^  on  tha  bill  for  the  relief  of  per- 

aoua  disabled  in  the  RevtriutioD  -  ■  ''' 
on  the  bill  to  reconvey  land  to  New  York  Ml  W 
on  the  MiliUtj  Appropriation  hill  .  630  S4J 
on  the  appropriatioa  of  lands  for  edOMtlMitl 

purposes "*,'" 

on  the  Apportionment  bill  .       .       -   930 

on  the  bill  for  Ihe  setllemeot  of 'pubhc  ac- 
counts -        -        -        -        '        ■       '  'S 
on  decisions  of  the  Second  Comptrollet    -  1^ 
Ross,    James,  a  bill   for  the  relief  of,  reporlKl, 

reed  twice,  and  committed     -        .       .   '« 
Rndd,  Theron,  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  ie- 

atruclcd  to  inquire  into  the  defsleatioo  of  Hi' 
Rnggles,  Mr„  of  New  York,re[nsrkeof,  on  li' 

Senste  amendmenta  to  Appropiislion  t>i"  '"° 
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Bouse  Pnettdimgi  and  DsbaUa. 


Rule*  «Dil  Orden,  on  notton  of  Mr.  Wright,  ihe, 
of  the  lut  Coagieii  •dopteil  -       -       -    1 
Joint  Tsaolution  ti>r  rcTiiing  tha,  in  regtrd 
Ubtuinew  between  the  Hoqim,  raoeiTad 
from  the  Senate    ■■■--< 
kgreed  to,  and  cammiited  -        ■        ■        -     i 
raport  made       ,-..,,; 
conaiderad  and  agreed  u>  •        -        .        ~    I 
(See  Standing  Rult*.) 
Buaa,  John,  of  CoDQeeticut,  attended        -         -    I 
Rnnell,  Jonathan,  of  Maiaachiuetu,  Btteaded  •    I 

8. 
Sackett'a  Hubor,  Mr.  StailiDg  anbmitted  a  rea- 
olnlion  calling  on  Ibe  Beoreterj  of  War 
/or  infoimation  lelaliTe  to  tha  daima  of 
mechanic*,  Ste^  engaged  in  bailding 
Uadiion  bioracka  and  other  pvblte  work* 


reaolntion  agreed  bi  - 

report  frotn  tba  Seeratirr  ia  repl^ 

Saganaw,  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  treat;  of. 
(Bee  Indiitn:) 

St.  LavrrenM  and  Suaqnehannah  Rirera,  Mr. 
Rocheitei  presented  a  bill  on  the  aubject 
of  a  canal  between  the,  referred 

Salaiies  of  Public  Officers,  a  bill  la  proTJde  for 
thcpajmentiif,  read  twice,  and  cammitled 

Sale  of  Land*,  a  bill  to  proTide  for  Ihe,  ander 
execution*  at  Ihe  init  of  the  United  Btate*, 
rend  twice  and  committed      .        -        , 

Sander*,  Romulua   Al.,  of  North  Carolina,  at- 

remarka  of,  on  Ihe  Appartionment  bill 
on  IrannclioDi  in  the  Florida*  - 
on  the  reaolntion  for  adjoamment 
Sawjer,  Lemnel,  of  North  Uaielina,  attended 
lemarka  of,  on  the  traniaction*  in  the  Flor- 
ida*      - 


n  the  Bankrupt  bill 
remark*  of,  on  Mix'*  contract    - 
an  the  Uompentstion  bill  • 
gchoon maker,  Zichariah,  report  an  the  petition 
of,  committed        -        -        -        -      '  - 
Scott,  John,  of  Miigouri,  attended    -        -        . 
Scott,  Maj.  General  Winfield,  debate  reijiecting 
bis   *7i(em   of  £eld   service,  &c.     (See 
Mllilary  Hegalalioni.) 
Seamen,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  aubmilted  a 
raaolution  directiog  the  Seeretarj  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  a  statement  of  the  an- 
nual receipli  during  certain  year*  under 
tha  act  for  reliefuf  lick  and  di**bled 
resolution  taken  np,  and  agreed  to     • 
a  bill  to  provide  for  aick  and  disabled,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        -        -        . 
Second   Cumptioller,  Mr.  Dnight  aubmttted  ■ 
resolution  for  appointing  a  committee  lo 
examins  the  decisions  of  the  - 

laid  on  the  table 

taken  up,  and  dinagreed  to        -        -        - 

Secret  JODrnal*,  Mr.  Flumtr  lubmitled  a  joint 

resolution  lor  Ihe  dialribntion  of  Ihe,  of  the 

Old  Congreeaaod  of  Itae  Convention  which 

formed  the  Conslitulion         .        ■        - 

ordered  la  a  third  reading  .        .        . 

read  the  Ihird  lime,  and  paised 


Seeral  Jonrnala — eontinned.  Page. 

Mr.  Hill  submitted  a  resolulion  respecting 

a  disUibniian  of  the  same      ...  1337 
modified  and  agresd  to      -        -        •        -  1370 
adTerse  report  thereon       -        -        .        .  1638 
Seeds,  Mr.  Colden  presented  a  metnorid  from  the 
New  York  Agrieallural  Society,  praying 
remission  of  the  dnty  on        •        -        •     709 
inole  war,  report   on  a  memorial  of  ihe  Le- 
gielature  of  Tenne**ee,  a*king  canpenaa- 
tion  far  horaea  lost  in  the        -        -        -    700 
tha  mEmorial  wai  ordered  to  be  printed    •     710 
a  report  thereon  conaidered       -        -  1416,  1448 
referred  to  a  *e1ect  committee    -        -        -  1453 
a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  Ihe  officer*  and  Tolnn- 
teer*  engaged  in  the,  read  twice,  andcom- 

mitlrd 14«4 

conaidered 1H9,  lb68 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -        .  1004 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  IGSl 
Senate,  a  message  informing  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentative* of  tba  organizatiDn  of  the    -    MS 
Seqneatiation  of  American  properly,  a  report  on 

the  anbject 1494 

Sergeant-at-Arma,  nppoinliDent  of  the      -        -    617 
Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended        ■    SIS 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Blair's   reaolntion  re- 
specting the  Bankrupt  bill  of  eighteen 

hundred 600 

speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -    761,769 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  the  repealof 

the  Ian  for  encouraging  vaccination        •     863 
on  tha  Apporlionneni  bill  669,  900,  1164,  1167 
on  the  Military  Approptiation  bill      -        -  1109 
on  traniaclion*  in  tba  Florida*  ■        -        .  IS61 
on  the  bill  Buthoriiing  an  exchange  of  atodc  1366 
on  the  CompcnsatioD  bill  ■        -        -        -  lOfil 
Sejbert'*  Statistical  Anna!*,  the  Committee  of 
the  Library  were  inetrucled   to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  purchasing  an  ad- 
ditional number  of        -        -        -        -  1166 
unfaTorable  report  an  the  anfaject        -        -  1783 
ShatD,  Captain  B.  I.,  report  on  the  case  of       -  lOII 
Shawneetown,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorii- 
ing  a  lemiaaion  of  ihe  instalments  due  on 
certain  lot*  in,  read        -        -        -        -    SS6 
reaithe  eecond  time,  and  referred      -        -     338 
repAted  without  amendmeol,  and  commit- 
ted         W8 

Shield*,  Thorns*,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

beneUt  of ,646 

adverae  repmt  thereon        ...        -     767 
another  report  thereon        ....  ISM 

Ull  passed 1871 

Sibley,  Solomon,  of  Michigan,  attended    ■        •    614 
Sinking  Fund,  calculationa  of  the  operation*  at 

the 698 

Simpson,  Qaorge,  report  on  Uie  petition  of,  laid 

on  the  table 1347 

Slave  Trade,  ao  tnadl  of  lbs  Preaidenl'e  annaal 
Message  u  relates  lo  the,  referred  to  a 

select  commillee 637 

Mr.  Bergeant  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Society  for   suppreiiion  of 

the,  referied 747 

Mr.  Golden  prssentedasimilarpetition  from 

New  York,  referred      -        -        -        .  1160 
a  report  from  Ihe  committee  on  the    -        -  1686 
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H<mM  Procttdinfft  and  Dtbata, 


Ptte. 
SIkTM,  Mr.  Wright  prnenled  a  raolution  of 
tha  General  Auembl;  of  Mar^bnd,  com- 
pUiniiig  or  the  pratactioD  adbrded  b;  citj- 
zana  of  PaunijInaDia  to  abuoading  5&3 

Ut.  Wright  aubmitteJ  a  raaolutioii  for  ap- 
poiDting  a  cumraitloa  to  ioquire  into  tha 
BipeiliaDc;  of  makitig  proiiaiooi  for  the 
ttclanatioD  of,  agiaed  to  -  -  -  567 
a  bill  to  providi  for  the  reclamation  of,  le- 
portad,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        -     710 

debate  on  the  biU 1379 

bill  recommitted  to  a  ulcct  cammiltee        -  1415 
reported  nitb  atuendmeiite  and  laid  on  the 

table 

Sloao,  John,  of  Ohio,  attended        -        -        -  1016 
81ooparf)f-War,  Mr.  Mercer,  eubmitteii  areeolu- 
tioa  aa  to  the   eipedieac;  of  iticicaiing 
the  number  of        -        •        -        -        - 

Smiley,  William,    {fiea  Kintey,  Edmund.) 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  ilarjland,  alleoded    - 

remark!  of,  on  hia  rtaolution  of  inqnir;  re- 

BHCting  relief  to  aiek  and  dieaUed  aeanien 
on  Mi.  Colden'a  reaolution  in  relation  lo 

the  Bank  a{  the  United  Sutea 
on  the  traniactiona  in  the  Floridaa     -     61S,  616 
on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill,  636,  639,  S31, 

639,690,    UUS,  llOS,   1110,  1138,  162fi,  1B3S 
on  the  Appoitionnent  bill        -        -        - 
Ml  the  petition  of  Eli  Hart 


•lamination  of  Weatetn  land  offleea 

on  the  Naval  Appropriation  bill 

OB  the  reeolnlion  lor  adjournment     •       -  1336 

on  Ihe  bill  autboriiing  an  eicbange  of alock  1334, 
1416 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  •        -  U7B,  1480 

on  the  Compenaation  bill,  1647,  1S31,  1713.  1716 
Smith,  Arthur,  of  Virginia,  attended 

remarka  of,  on  the  Apportionment  bill 
Saiith,  William,  of  Virginia,  attended 

BpMch  of,  on  the  report  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Legialatote  of  TenneaHW,  praying 
payment  for  horaea  loal  in  tha  Seminole 

war 1448 

Smith,  John  Speed,  of  Kentucky,  attended 

remark*  of,  on  hia  reiolotion  in  relation 
the  pay,  &c.,  of  oadeta  - 

,on  the  Bankrupt  bill         ....  ]37S 

on  the  reaolution  for  adjournment      •        .  1338 
ftnith,  Jonathan  S.,  report  on  the  petition  ol^ 

cominitled     ......  1360 

Smyth,  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  etlended  -        •     514 

remark!  of,  on  the  leioliition  for  adjourn- 
ment dnriog  the  holiday*        ...     5Gs 

on  the  Military  Appropiialion  bill       .    667,  700, 
leSE,  1636 

apeech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill 

lemaika  of,  on  the  Apparlionment  bill 

on  the  Senate,  amendmenta  to  the  Appro- 
priation bill  ...... 

on  the  Compenaation  hill  ■        -        .        . 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  14lh  eec^n  of  the 
act  to  reduce  and  fix  the  Military  Peace 
Eatabliabment        -        -        '  1T31,  1796 

on  the  Poit  Office  bUl       -        -        •        •  1773 


Soldieia'  RalionB,  Mr.  Wahrorth  aabmitted  a 
reaolution  reapecting  alteratioM  in  tkt 
component  parte  of        >  -       -   Btl 

conaiderad         -        -        •        •        -        -    TVS 

agreed    to iM 

South  American  Stalea.  Mr.  Nelaon  nibmilled 
a  reaolution  catling  on  the  Preaident  for 
the  cOTreapondenee,  &C.,    in  rdatian  to 
the  political  condition  of  the        -        -    8U 
agreed  to  -        -  -        -        .        .    8Jt 

a  Meaeage  with  the  documentj  in  reply    -  IVR 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 

lationa IW 

report  of  the  committee     ....  DM 
conndered         -        -        -        •         -       •  IJS 

agieedto M/B 

Mr.  Triable  enbmitted  a  Ii»nt  raaolnlioa 
for  euthotiainK  tha  Freadentto  acknoitl- 
•dgathe  independence  of  certain    •        -    Ht 
a  bill  making  eppropnatiiHia  to  defray  «■ 

penaei  of  miaaion*  to  the,  reported,  read  I 

,  twice,  and  committed     ....  1U4    1 

debate  on  the  bill ISII     \ 

bill  ordered  to  e  third  reading  '        •        -  ISIt 

read  the  third  time,  and  paiiad        -        -  1&30 

South  Carolina,  Mr.  Giit  preaented  the  petition 

of  randry  inhabitant*  of,  praying  a  diri- 

aion  of  the  State  into  two  federal  diitrieli, 

relerred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judt- 

daiy 11» 

committee  iliichatged,  and  petttian  laid  on 

the  Uble 1»! 

Bptrka,  Ber.  Jared,  elected  CbaplaiQ  •  -  531 
Speaker,  balloting  for        -        -        •        -        •    M 

election  of Sli 

addreaa  of  the,  on  taking  tbe  Chair  -        -    Sli 
(See  Barbour,  PhiUp  P.) 
Special  Bank  Depoaitea,  a  bill  from  tbe  Senate 

for  Ihe  diapowtion  of  certain  .         -        .  IM 
read  twice,  and  debated    ....  liOl 

laid  on  the  Uble IM 

Spencer,  Elijah,  of  New  York,  attended  •  -  ill 
Standing  Committeee,  appointment  of  tbe  -  Hi 
Standing    Rulei,    Mr.    Tucker    aubmilted    an 

amendment  to  the  -        -         .        .    S31 

debate  thereon SM 

negatived  ....         .        .    Sti 

Mr.  Fattereon  aubmilted  an  enendmeol  to 

the S84 

Mr.  McCoy  propoaed  an  amendment  to  the, 
in  regard  to  the  reception  of  petitiooa  tot 
claima,  laid  on  the  table         -         -        -7-14 
called  up,  and  coniidered  -        •         .        .    7ti 

withdrawn TSS 

Mr.  Floyd  lubmitted  an  amendment  to  the 

fortT-third  rule 749 

agreed  to  ......TSS 

Mr.  Baldwin  auhmitled  a  reaolution  propo- 

aing  an  addition  to  the  .        -  '     -        .911 
adopted  with  an  amendment  appointing  a 

■elect  committee  to  te*ia«  tbe,  geoerally    90 
Mr.    Cnahman  anbmitled  a   reaelntion  fin 

amending  the  aiiteenlh  rule  •        '         .    9S1 
cODMdered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -    9S1 
Mr.  Baldwin  moved  an  amendment  lo  the, 
in  TelaHon  to  motioiii  for  adjoonunent, 
rejected llCi 
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Slinding  Rulai — coDtinncd.  F»g»- 

raporl  of  Uie  lelact  commilMa  on  IbB.  Uii) 

ontha  l*bls 1183 

UkNi  up,  and  coDBideied   -        -  1S99,  130S 

Mt.  Marcar  nibmilteil  &n  ameniliaeDt  to  the  1306 
motions  to  Iak«  it  up  negatiTeil  -  1309,  1314 

Mr.  Rich  nibimlteti  *n  ■■nenilmaal  la  tha  •  1617 

lud  on  tha  table 1618 

Mr.  R.  aubmittcil  an  additional  imendmant  1638 
Slata  DajwrtintDl,  ComnttttM  on  EzpendiluTon 

in  tha,  appointad   .        ■        .        -        ■    Gig 
araporton  aipanditnioain  tba  -        -        -  1783 
etetmahipa  and  Taaaala,  a  bill  granting  certain 
pnrilege*  to,  reported,   read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engroaaed         ...  isjs 
raad  the  third  time,  and  panad  ■        ■        ■  1824 
Stearni,  John.    <8ea  Bartlell,  WilHam.) 
Sttpheamn,  Benjamin,  a  bill  fbr  relief  of,  le- 

ported,  read  Inice,  and  conmiitted  -        •  1404 
reported,  and  ordered  to  be  engroaaed         -  1S08 
read  the  third  time,  and  poued  ...  1B06 
Bterling,  Mr.,  of  New  York,   apeect)  of,  on  the 

Military  Peace  Eetnbliihtneiit  bill  ■        -  IliSO 
remarks  on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill  1620 
on  the  bill  fur  lettlemant  of  public  acconnU  1689 
Stetaon,  Amaaa,  Mc.  Eiuiii  preaented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 803 

Stewart,  Andrew,  of  Penna^'lvania,  attended  -  61B 
remarks  of,  on  his  resalDtioo  lespecLing  re- 
pain  of  the  Cumbeilsnd  road  .  -  789 
on  the  Military  Appiopria^n  bill  -  -  1138 
on  the  tranaactiona  ia  the  Floridaa  -  -  1 142 
oit  the  Qenetnl  Appropriation  bill  -  •  14S2 
on  the  Senate  amettdmeutt  to  theaame  1673,  1676 
on  hia  reaolution   reapecliog  the  Potomac 


ises 


SteoaH,  Archibald.    (See  Madia;  Alexander.) 
SteTenaon,  Andrew,  Dt'Virginin,  attended  •    sii 

remarks  of,  on   the  Military  Appropriation 

bUl 707 

speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -         -        -     770 
remarks  of,  on  tranaactiona  in  the  Floridaa  IIBS 
on  hia  resolntion  respecting  the  act  estab- 
lishing the  jadieial  coarls  of  the  United 

Sutca 1681 

on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  fotlrteenlh  aection 
of  the  act  to  reduce  and  lii  the  Military 
Peace  EaUbliihment  ■  ■  .  1733, 17fi3 
Stock.  (See  Exchange  of.) 
Stooe,  Mr.  Sutler  sobmitted  a  reeoiolion  of  in- 
quiry respecting  Uii's  contract  with  the 
War  Department  for      -        -        -        -  1639 

agreed  to 1630 

report  on   the  subject  read  and  laid  on  the 

Uble      ,-.-.-.  1878 

ordered  to  be  printed         .... 

Stater,  Dorothy.     (Bee  HarrUon,  R.  H.) 

Sunday  Mails,  Ht.  Wright  aubmitted  a  reaolu- 

tion  for  discontinuing     .... 

the  Houae  refnaed  to  conaider  it         -        -  1190 

Surveyora  General,  the  Committee  on   Public 

Lands  were  inatrucled  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  requiring,  to  give  bond  and 

security  for  the  faithful  diabaraement  of 

pnblic  money        -        -        .        -        - 

a  bill  for  that  purpoae,  and  to  limit  their 

term  of  office,  reported,  read  twice,  and 

committed      .-..-. 

considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -   1805 

rMul  the  third  time,  and  paased  .        -        •  1807 


Swan,  Samnet,  of  New  Jersey,  auended  • 
remarka  of,  on  the  Apportionment  bill 
Swearingen,  Oharlea  A.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  i 

Xrteil,  read  twice,  and  committed  - 
'ed  to  a  third  reading 
read  llie  third  ^me,  nnd  pasaed  • 


Tait,  Chartea,  Judge,  the  Speaker  presented  « 
letter  complaining  of  the  official  condaet 
of 1313 

referred  to  the  Committee  oo  the  Judiciary  1314 
Tanner'a  Atlas,  a  reaotution  for  puiebawng  ten 

copies  of,  laid  on  the  Uble      .        -        ■  1380 
Tatnall,  Edward  P.,  of  Georgia,  attended  -         -     014 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  I4th 
aection  of  the  act  to  reduce  and  fix  the 
Milite^  Estsblisbment  -        .        .        .  1733 
Taylor.John  W.,  ofNewYork,  attended-        -     613 
remarks  of,  on  the  appointment  of  a  aelect 
committee  on  the  aubject  of  Revolution- 
ary Pensions 538 

on  an  amendment  10  the  Rulea-  -  •  &81 
on  a  qneation  of  order  ....  799 
on  (he  Apportionment  bill  v  .  .  863 
on  the  repeal  of  the  act  for  encouragement 

of  TBCcinstian        ....  1636,  1636 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Appro- 
priation bill  - IG61 

Taylor,  David,  report  on  the  petition  of,  consid- 
ered        582 

Tennessee,  a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  in  relation 
to  original  writs  and  final  process  in  the 
United  States  Circuit  Courts  in  the  State 

of,  read 1307 

read  the  second  time,  and  referred     -        -  1309 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -  1346 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -        -        -  1366 
Territorial   ControTeniea.     (See    Centrovenie* 

between  Statu.) 
Terry,  Enoa,  report  on  the  petition  of,   com- 
mitted   1381 

Theieae,  Marie,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of,  reported,  reed,  and  com- 
mitted   849 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        .        -  1790 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        •        -  1806 
Thomas,  General  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  re- 
ported, read  twice,  and  committed-        •  1033 

passed 1479 

Thompson,  Wiley,  of  Georgia,  attended  -        -     514 
speech  of,  on  the  Military  Peace  Eatabllsh- 

menlbill 168B 

Thompson,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported, 

read  twice,  and  committed      -        -        -1103 

paased 1807 

Three  per  cent.,  a  bill  for  paying  to  the  Slate  of 
Missouri,  of  the  net  proceeds  arising  from 
the  sale  of  public  tanda  within  the  same, 
reported,  read  twice,  and  committed        -     5S3 
reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -     561 

read  the  third  time SG7 

puaed  .-..-.-  368 
telnroed   from   the    Senate   with   amend- 

menta   ...-.--  1334 
concurred  in  with  amendment  .        -        -  1369 
amendment  of  the  Hotise  of  Repreaeute- 
tivea  disagreed  to  -  -  -  1470 
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ThrM  per  ecnl. — conlinucd.  PiRC. 

diugreemcDl  of  tlw  Bcn«tc  coniidarcd,  and 

lb*  bill  tiid  on  Ibe  t*U<  -        -        .  1474 

■fun  eansidcrml,  when  Ihe  Hoqm  of  Rcp- 

rttontativM  adhned  to  tha  ■mcndment  '  1613 
ths  Semta  indited  on  Ibcir  diMgraamcnl  -  1633 
Commiltae  ofConfaraiMe  appoinUd  -        ■  16S9 
report  of  the  Committee  laid  on  the  labia  -  16BS 
eoDcnrrad  in     -----        ■  ISBl 
Timber  of  (ha  United  Stfttci  in  Florida,  a  bill  foi 
the  preaerration   of  the,  lepoiied,   read 
three  limai,  and  paaied  ■        -        -        .  lOfil 
Title  Pipeia,  Mr.  Cannon  lubmitled  a  reaolo- 
tion  authoriiinB  Iha  Sacretar;  of  Bute  to 
deliver  certain,  on  the  appliulion  of  per- 
aona  filing  the  nme,  or  uiur  TepreeantB- 

tiTea 1073 

read  twin,  and  commitwd         -        -        -  1103 
a  bill  to  enable  land  onair*  lo  obtain  copiea 
of,  and  drclarinK  Ihe  rSecl  of  aach  copiu, 
reporled,  read  twice,  and  committed        -  1178 
Mr.  Rankin  aubmitted  a  reaolulion  author- 
izing the  return  of,  (o  certain  claimanu, 
read  twice,  and  [aid  on  tbe  Uble    -        -  I36S 
Tklca  to  Landa,  a  bill  to  enable  boldera  of  im- 
perAct,  Xo,  initituto  proceeding*  to  con- 
firm the  aame,  TeceiTod  from  the  Senate  1501 
read  twice,  and  referred     -        -         -        -1616 
repoiied  with  amendment*,  and  coinmitled  16S7 
Tod,  Jobn,  of  PcnnayWania,  attended  -    513 

remark!  of,  on  tbe  Military  Appropiialiaa 

bill 699,  1B33 

■paech  al,  on  tbe  Apportionment  bill  -    820 

lemarka  of,  on  the  bill  lo  repeal  the  act  tt> 

enconrage  Taceination   -        -        -        .  1638 

Tomlioaon,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  attended  -    618 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Cook'a  reaolution  calling 

upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury  for 

information  in  regard  to  certain  publi< 


on  the  appropriation  of  public  landa  for  ad- 

ncational  purpoiei  -        -        .        . 

on  the  aalaij  of  the  diilrict  judge  in  Mia' 


S8U 


739 


apeech  of,  on  the  bill  to  autboiize 
change  of  certain  atoek  -        .        -        .  1348 
Toanago  Dntiea,  a  bill  granting  tbe  aiient  of 
Congreu  to  certain  scU  af  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina  impoaing,  on  foreign  Tea- 
aria,  read  (nice,  and  committed       -  -    1138 
conaidered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1783 
read  the  third  time,  and  paued  -        -        -  1806 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  alUaded         -     613 
remark!  of,  on  the  bill  lor  relief  of  periooa 

diaabied  io  the  ReTolulioQ      -        -        -571 
on  tbe  peliUon  of  David  Taylor  -        -    683 

on  the  MiliUry  Appropriation  bill     637, 639,  641 
on  Mr.  Cook'a  Tcaoiution  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  (he  Treaaurj  far  information 
in  relation  to  certain  public  fanda  -        -     679 
on  the  petition  of  Eli  Hart        -        -        -     7!0 
on  Mr.  McCoy's  motion  for  an  additional 

rnle 76S,  769 

on  the  Naval  ApproprislJon  bill  -        -    963 

OQ  the  bill  making  appropriation  a  for  the 

military  lervice      -         I1S7,  1138,  16SS,  1633 
OQ    hia   reaolution  for  the  increaae  of  tbe 

Navy    ,-..:..  1189 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill         -        -        -        -  1246 


Trai^,  Albert  H.,  remarka  of— cootiBwd.  F^ 

on   the  bill  to  anthoriie  an   eidiBog*  of 

certain  atock  ....  iMi,  111 

on  the  Compenaation  bill  -  -  -  IWl.  171 
Trading  EaUbliihrnenta  with  the  ladiaae^  a  h«il 

from  tbe  Senate  tn  aboliiti  the,  rcmd  •  114 
read  the  aecond  tiara,  and  relerreil  -  -  14S 
reported,  and  laid  on  the  table  -  -  -  XU 
UkoD  lip,  and  comnitled  -  -  -  -  iti 
ceaakieTed,  and  ordered  10  a  third  reading  178 
read  tiie  ihitd  lime,  end  paiaad  -  -  -  17$ 
Trapnan,  Jahocke,  &  Co..  a  bill  for  ibIW  of, 

reported,  read  twice,  and  oaoiDiilted  -  111 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  .  -  ITS 
read  the  third  time,  end  paaaed  -         •  1T> 

Treetiea,  a  bill  making  apimqiriationa  for  cnri^- 

iog    certain,    into    efbct,    reported,  reed 

twice,  and  laid  on  the  labta  -  .  -14? 
recommitted  -  •  -  -  -  -  IG3 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  Mr.  Floyd  anbmilled  a  t«a»- 

lution  calling  on  the  Preaident  for  the 

cor  reipon  deuce  which  led  to  the     -         -It 
conaidered         ....         .         .71 

amended,  and  agreed  (o  •  -  -  -  73 
Mr.   Floyd  aubmitted  ■  reeclation  calKag 

for  a  copy  of  a  eommnnicatlon  from  Mr. 

Ruaaell  in  relation  to  the  -         -  161 

agreed  to 161 

Meaiege  of  the  Pmideoi  in  rcfdy  -  -  179 
Mr.  Fnller  inbmittcd  a  reaolntion  caWng 

for  certain  papera  in  relation  10  the  -  1S7 

agreed  to IST 

MeaaagB  from  Ibe  President  in  reply  -  '189 

Treaniry  Ueparlment,  Committee  on  Eipendi- 

turea  in  the,  appointed  -  -  .  -  SI 
annoal  report  of  the  Becrataij  -  -  -  53 
Traaaury,  War,  and  Navy  Depattinenta,  a  bill 

to  amend  tbe  leveral  acta  relating  ta  the. 


-  m< 

conaidered,  and  ordered  lo  a  third  reading  IS46 
read  a  third  titoa,  and  paaaed  .  -  .  1551 
amended  by  the  Senate  ....  ists 
amendment!  concurred  in  ...  1999 

Treaaury    Nolea,   a  bill   concerning,    reponad. 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  raad- 


read  the  third  lime,  and  paaaed  -         -         .  1(34 
Trimble,  David,  of  Kentack]>,  attended      -         .     SU 
remarka  of,  00  Ibe  Military  Approprialiaa 

bill 631.  tan,  1110 

on  the  Apportionment  bill  -  .  873,  m 
on  the  Naval  A[^piialion  bill  -  9M,  Hi 
on  the  tranaactiona  in  the  Floridoa  -  .  IIM 
the  bill  lo  authorize  an  eichange  of  ccr- 


1  atock 


'   13IS 


apeech  of,  on  the  recognition  of  Ihe  inde- 
pendence of  the  Soolh  Amerioan  Slates  -   I3S3 
Trimble,  Wm.  A.,  a  Senator  from  Ohio,  mi  laagu 

from  the  Senate  announcing  the  death  of    iit 
reaolutiona  for  attending  hia  Uncial  -         -     &47 
Trumbull'*  Paintings.     (See  Painlingt.) 
Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  attended       .         .     514 
remark!  of,  on  ibe  bill  for  relief  of  penona 

diaabied  in  the  Revolution       -  -  ~     h6i 

on  Mr.  Colden'a  reaolutionin  relation  to  tbe 

Bank  of  the  United  Stale*  -  -  -  574 
on  an  amendment  to  the  rule*  ...  stt 
on  ihe  Apportionment  bill  -        -     831 

apeech  of,  00  Ihe  Bankrupt  Ull  -         -        .   I9?3 
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Tacher,  Oaorge — eontiDaed.  1 

remarfci  of,  oa  the  bill  to  iiDthoriM  an  «t- 
cfaaDBB  of  carUio  stock  •        -        -  1836, 1440 
a  the  8«Dite'i  imaadmanti  to  tba  Appro- 


DbiU  - 


Tnckir,  filuliog,  of  Booth  Catoluia,  ittnidad  - 
raoiBAi  of,  on  tb«  Af^ioitionmMit  bilt     S06, 

Tnrnpik*  road  from  Fred«ricktowit  to  tha  dt;  of 
WuhiDgtoo,  Mr.  Wuflcld  proHOtad  ■ 
palilitm  pnyiag  aid  in  maUng  a,  rafarred  1449 

Tuicalooaa,  Atabama.  a  bill  ralinquiahiSK  tha 
title  of  the  United  Sutaa  to  caiUin  loU 
in,  lo  tha  eomiQiHianers  of  that  tono,  tb- 
ported,  read  twice,  and  committed  -         •  1640 


bin  rrjecled 


■  leoe 


u. 


UnaTailable  Fonda.     (See  Pubtie  Fttnjt.) 
Untiaiahed  Baiiiieia,  the  CJerk  ma  directed  to 

prepare  a  ■latemeat  of  the  -   -        •        -  1867 
Unitbim  Sjilsm  of  Biokroptcj.     (See  Bank- 

mpley.) 
United  Blaiea  NaTal  Fraternal  Auoeiition,  Mr. 
Foller  preMOted  the  petition  of  aundrj 
oScera  prajriog  an  act  of  incarporatioD  of 

the,  referred 803 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  reported,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....     gge 

laid  on  the  Ubie 1806 

Univeraiu  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Nekon  preaanted  the 
petition  of  the,  praying 'enoouragamant  to 
learning,  dee.,  referred   -        .        -        -    sat 
Upham,  Nathaniel,  of  New  Hampabiit,  attended     613 

V. 
Vaccinction,  Mr.  Burton  tubmitled  a  reiolntion 
for  the  appointment  of  a  eetect  eominitteB 
lo  inquire  into  the  aipediencj'  of  repeal- 
ing the  act  for  the  encouragement  of      -     861 
amendments  propnaed        .        .         -         -    ggs 
reaolution  laid  on  the  table        ...    864 
taken  np,  agreed  to,  and  the  committee  ap- 
pointed       - oai 

report  of  the  committee     ....  nso 
Bubject  of,  referred  la  a  ae|ecl  committee    -  1382 
report  of  the  cM>n>mittea     ....  im4 
abill  to  repeal  the  act  for  the  anoonrage- 
ment  of,  reported,  read  twice,  and  com- 

mittad 1544 

conaidered,  and  tvdend  lo  a  third  reading  -  1638 
debate  Iheraon  .'.....  1G34 

pasaed 1640 

Vacctne  Agent,  a  letter  from  the,  referrad,  and 

ordared  lo  be  printed      ...        -     ggi 
Vance,  Joaepb,  of  Ohio,  attended      -  -    GI4 

remarka  of,  on  Military  Appropriation  bilt  1644 
Vance,  Sallj,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reported, 

f«ad  twice,  and  committed     ...   US4 
ordered  lo  a  third  reading  ....  IT90 
read  the  third  time,and  paaaad  -                  -  1806 
Vap  Reniaelaer,   Solomon,  of  New  Yorli,  at- 
tended   013 

a  latlet  from,  leaigning  hie  acat  -        -         -     982 
Van   Banaaalaer,   Siepben,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended   1367 

Van  Sweatingen,  Tbomaa,  of  Virginia,  attended    616 
Van    Wyck,   William    W,  of  New  York,  at- 
tended   613 

remaika  of,  on  the  Apportionment  bill        -     730 
on  tha  Military  Appropriation  bdl       -        -1190 


Vermont   Coloniaatioo    Society,    Mr.  Maltocki 

preaanted  the  memorial  of  the,  referred  -  1033 

Vetoof  the  Uumbeiland  Road  bill    -        .        -1803 

Viewa  on  the  anbject  of  Internal  ImproTemenla, 

the  Prwidenl'i       -        -  1809  to  1863 

Villiaia,  Harooa  de,  and  Arnold  Goillemard,  the 


mittee,  and  refer  the  petition,  ftc,  lo  the 

Preaidant 1138,1147 

report  on  the  petition  laid  on  the  table        -  1173 

Vine  and  Oli*e,a  bill  from  tha  Senate  lo  diapoae 

of  certain  pablic  landa  for  encoaraging 

the  coltiiationofthe,  read      •        -        •  1638 

read  the  leeond  time,  and  referred     -        -  l&SS 

ordered  tea  third  reading  .        -        .        .  1690 

conaidered 1610 

read  the  third  time,  and  paaeed  -        -        •  1630 
Virginia,  a  bill  to  alter  the  time*  of  holding  eonrla 
in  tha  western  diitriet  of,  reporled,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....    894 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .     ■  -        .  1444 
read  the  third  time,  and  peased  -        -        -  14M 
Vowel,  J.  C.  and  Thomaa,  report  on  Ae  peti- 


C8eei: 


,«,) 


717 
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Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  bis  raaol alio n  granting  boan- 

ty  lands  to  soldiers  of  the  late  w 
on    the  Gompenaation   bill 
Walker,  Samuel,  Senate  bill  for  rriief  of,  read 
twice,  and  refeiTed 
reported  and  committed    - 
ordered  to  ba  engroaaed     - 

(See  Dittlon.  JottpA.) 
Wallay,  Samnel  H.,  andHanrr  O.  Foater,  Sen- 
ate bill  fer  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
mitted 

reported  and  recommitted 

eonaiderad  and  laid  on  tha  table 
Walworth,  Renben  H.,  of  New  York,  attended 

ramarka  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  persons 
disabled  in  the  Revolutionary  war  - 

on  his  reaolnlion  on  the  sulgect  of  soldlon' 

on  the  Military  Appropriation  bill 

on  tranaactiona  at  PenancoU 

on  SeCBta  amendments  lo  the  Appropriation 
bill 1641,  I 

on  the  Gompenaation  bill  . 

on  military  regulations 
Warburg,  Frederic  S.,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  is- 
suing of  lettera  patent  to,  reported,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .        -        - 

reported,  and  ordered  lo  be  engrossed 

WarSeld,  Henry  B.,  of  Maryland,  attended 
remarki  of,  on  a  resolalion  in  relation  lo 
ipmdilures  in  the  Indian  Department  - 


1334 
1360 
1808 
1808 


the  Apportion 
War  Department,  Committee  on  Eipenditu 
'  in  the,  appointed  -        -        -        - 
letter  from  the  Seerataij  of  the,  on  the  snh- 
jeet  ofeipenditi' 
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y/vc  DepaTtnieiit— con^nned.  Paga. 

letUT  from  the  Mme  in  rclalion  Ui  ibe  em- 
plojmsDl  of  nicnibeTi  of  CoDgrcaa  b;  th*  1470 
Waabiugton  Canal  Company,  annual  icport  of 

the,  received,  and  onlrred  to  bs  printed  -  SIS 
WaahiDgton  Cily,  Mr.  Kant  pr«f  Dted  a  mimo* 
lial  of  Ibe  Majdr,  dec.,  of,  uking  antho- 
titj  lo  cbanga  Ibe  localion  of  a  part  of 
tbe  canal,  and  alio  tbat  certain  public 
groanda  be  laid  ofi*  into  building  lota,  re- 
ferred    

■object  of  public  buildingi  and  public  landa 
in,  referred  lo  ■  lelecl  committee   - 

Commiuioner  of  Pablic  Buildingi  inalmct- 
ed  to  report  a  aUtement  abowlug  tba 
amoDHI  and  ralue  of  animprorei)  piop- 
ttlj  belonging  to  the  United  Stale*  m 

report  receiied  -        -        .        .        , 

Mr.  Keala  prneuled  a  memorial  of  the 
Major,  &c,  in  regard  to  llie  junadiction 
of  jiuticei  of  the  peace  in,  referred 

D — .-  i.;.i  .Q  e„,(,le  ibB  Corporation  of,  to 


drain  low  grounda 
■Dd  to  ornament  tbe  lame 
read  Iwici,  and  committed 

Xrted,  and  laid  on  the  table 
a  up,  coniiilercd,  and  laid 
■gun  taken  np         ..... 
read  the  third  lime,  anil  paaied 
letter  from  the  Board  of  Health  of,  preaenl- 
ed,  and  laid  on  the  Uble        -        -        .  1777 
WaahingliiD  eounlj,  Mr.  Kent  pieaenlec]  a  pe- 
tition of  anndij  inhabitant*  of        -        -     730 

referred 78i 

Waja  and  Meana,  Committee  of,  appointed      -     SIS 
Weigbta  and  Meaiure*,  ■  report  on,  reftneJ  to 

a  aelect  comniiltee         ....    e86 

report  of  committee 1361 

rewlutione  anbmitted  L;  tbe  committe*      -  ISftS 
Weatem  L«nd  Office*.     (See  Land  OMec,} 
Weatem  Miisiouaiy  Societj.     (See  Miuk 

Pelition.) 

Wealein  Water*,  Mr.  JohnaoD,  of  Kaotuckj, 
■ntunittad  ■  reaolution  a*  lo  eipadicney 
of  e*tah]i*hing  a  national  armor;  on  Ih*  -     CH 

laid  on  tbe  table 6SS 

conaidered,  and  agreed  to         -        -        ■    717 
Senate  bill  to  pioTide  a  eite  for  an  aiamrf 

on  the 1S39 

read  tnice,  and  referred    •        .        .        .  1934 
reported,  and  laid  on  the  table  ...  1743 
Weal  Indie*  and  Ibe  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Mr.  John- 
son labmilted  a  reaolution  calling  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  tbe  uaral  force 

employed  in  the 9Ss 

laid  on  the  table Sig 

Weat  Florida,  Mr.  BalJnin  preaented  a  memo- 
rial of  the  inbabiltnt*  of,  piajlng  it*  an- 
nexation to  Alal>am*,  reieired  lo  a  aelect 


-  1691 

-  1613 

-  I61S 
tbe  table  1646 

1S87 
1S8S 


Miatioaary 


bated 


790 


referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 

tbe  Florida  bill 1165 

Whcalon,  Joeeph,  report  on  the  petition  of,  laid 

on  the  table 669 

taken  np,  and  committed  .        -        .        .     eSl 


Wheeler,  ArUmaa,  Mr.  Fuller  preaented  tkeie- 

liiion  of,  referred ^jg 

Whipple,  Tbomaa,  jr.,  of  Hew  HBmp*hira,M. 

tended  -  .  .  .  -  -  .  ill 
temaika  o^  on  the  aabject  of  vaccinatiaii  ■  im 
on  the  Compeneation  bill  -  -  -  .  i;i( 
While,  Fhioeaa,  of  Vermont,  attended  -  .  S;i 
White,  Moaee.  (Bee  ifozen,  Oentml  Mao.) 
White,  Benjamin.  (See  ifuziy,  Amat.) 
White,    Frederick,  end  otber*,   report  on  tbe 

White.  Jobn,  petition  of,  referred  to  tbe  Stat- 

tary  of  the  Trcaaut;       -        -       -        im 

Whitehead,  William,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  it- 
ported,  read  twice,  and  committed      -  87S 


Whitnan,  Eiekid,  of  Maine,  atlMided     • 


between   General    Jackaon   and   Jadgt 
Fiomentio     -        -        -         .     558,  Sll,  S:i 
on  Mr.  Blair'*  reaolation  calling  Joi  inibc- 
mation  in  relation  to  ibe  bankinpl  latrof 

1800 '^-       .  (K 

on  tranaaction*  in  Florida         -       .       .11^ 
Widow*  and  Orphana,  Mr.  Long  aabmillad  1 
re«>Iution  for  renTing  the  law  aHoiriiig 
half-pij  panaioif*  to       -         .       .       .  lT.i 
adapted    -        -        .        -         -        -      ■  IJit 
Williama,  JarcJ,  of  Virginia,  attended      •      -  iU 
WUliami,  Lewi*,  of  Hor^  Carolina,  atteoibJ  ■  iU 
remark*  of,  an  the  petition  of  Bli  Uan      -  TSi 
on  the  Apportionment  bilt         -        -      .  « 
on  the  Mililarj  Appropriation  biH      -      -  lldc 
Williama,  Jamc*.     (See  Goodtng,  Join.) 
Williamaon,  William  D.,  of  Maine,  atlcndnl   .  H' 
remark*  of,  on  tbe  Apportioament  bill       ■  II! 
on  the  exchange  of  atocka  -      ■]SS 

on  tb*  Compenaation  bill  •        ■      -  I7W 

Wileou,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended      •  iU 
Wool,  Mr.  Bicb  anbmitted  a  reeolotion  dinn- 
ing the  Secretarr  of  the  Truani;  to  fot- 
ni*h  a  •tatement  ibowing  the  qnaalilT 
o^  imported  during  certain  jean  -       .  it' 
oonaidered,  amended,  and  laid  on  the  table    S* 
c«lledDp,  amended,  and  adoplwl  -  XI 

report  receiied  -        -        .        .      -  ttt 

Wood,  Silae,  of  New  Yoik,  attended        -      -   ill 
remark*  of,  00  a  tnotion  to  appoint  tbe  At- 

aistakl  Doorkeeper         -        -        .       ■   Sl^ 
on  tbe  bill  for  the  relief  of  peraona  diiabM 

in  tbe  Rerolutionarj  war        .  -   Sit' 

on  the  Militarjp  Appropriation  bill  631,  ]G3t.lB3 
on  the  Apportionnient  bill  -  .  73J,S6! 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .  .  .  .  lOH 
on  alteration*  in  the  Hall  of  tbe  Howe  -  IW 
on  tbe  Appropriation  bill  -  -  .  •  U'C 
00  Senate  amendmenta  lo  tbe  Appropriation 

bill lelSilK^ 

Wood,   Jamee,  report  on  Ibe  petition  of,  com- 
mitted   (fii 

Woodcock,  D**iJ,  of  New  York,  attended       ■   !>'■■ 
ipeecb  of,  on  the  Military  Peace  EMibliafa. 
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Pag«. 
Woodnn,  Samuel  H^  ot  KsDlDCk;,  •tteniled   -    G14 
remaiki  of,  on  tha  Mitiurr  Appropriation 

hUl  .  -  .  -  -  -  -  640 
an  appiopriatioa  of  Unila  for  edacatiooat 

parpoaea  ■  .  ■  ...  7J2 
DQ  the  Baaknipl  bill  -  •  -  -  TAB 
on  the  exsaination  of  Waatarn  land  office*  SIS 
■peech  of,  on  ihe  Bankrupt  bill  -        -  1114 

on  tbe  eichaiife  ofito^a  .        .        -  1439 

rsQiaTka  of,  on  Beaate  amendmanlt  to  the 
ApproprialiOD  bill  ...  1660, 1618 

Wooater,  Oeneral  David,  Mr.  TomtinaoD  anb- 
mitteil  a  reacdotion  letpectiag  a  mooD- 

moBt  to Tie 

adopted 746 

Wormui,  Lodwig,  of  Penai^lTinia,  altaoded   -     613 
WorthingtoD,  Qad,  a  bill  for  the  Telief  of,  re- 

Jorted 605 
sred  to  Ihe  third  raailing       •        -        -  1369 

piMed 1860 

Wright,  Robert,  of  Harjland,  attended  ■  -  618 
lemarki  of,  on  trangaclions  at  Penaacola  -  617, 
1140,  1141 
on  the  MiliMrr  AppropriaUon  biU  633,671,  1768 
on  the  eppropriation  of  landa  for  ednca- 
tioDsl  purpoaea  ..... 
on  the  petilioD  ofThoma*  Kemp  -  -  760 
on  the  Attomej  Oeneral'a  compeniation  - 
on  the  reference  of  the  Muaiooiry  petition  870 
on  tranaaetiona  in  Florida  -  •  -  .  ■  ■  -" 
on  Snndaj  maila       .        .        .        .        ■ 

on  the  Bankrapt  bill 1314 

on  the  Intl  for  l||e  rendilioa  of  fnf  itivei      -  1379, 
1380 
on  printing  eitr>  copiea  of  the  report  on  re- 

Irenchment 1663 

on  Ihe  fubject  of  laccination      -     ,  •        -  1638 
on  compenaation  to  membcia      1647,  1649,  1661, 
1701,  1710,  1717 
on  Senate  amenJmenta  to  the  Appropria- 
tion bill         1676 

onihe  biJlfbr  theaettlemeiitof  acGOonU    •  I6B9 
on  deciaiona  of  the  Second  Compttoltai      -  1730 


Yeaa  and  Naj^  on  a  motion  for  the  indefinite 
poitponement  of  the  joint  reaolntion  for 
adjoarnment  -         .        .        .        .     , 

on  an  amendment  to  the  Apportionment 
bUl 833,  : 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  tha  laid  bill      690,  i 


}n  Senate  amendments  to  aaid  bill     -        -  1170 
in  concnrring  with  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  on  the  amend- 


Teaa  and  Na;a — Coatinaed.  Page. 

on  filling  a  blank  in  the  Military  Appropria- 
tion bill       lies 

on  the  pBMage  ofiaid  bill-         ...  1192 

on  amendment!  to  the  Military  Appropria- 
tion bill         -        -        -  '      -         .        -   1780 

on  engrowing  aaid  bill       ....  1735 

on  eoncnning  with  the  Senate  in  amend- 
ment* to  (lid  bill  -        •        -        -        -  1870 

on  an  amendment  to  the  Bankrupt  bill      -  1276, 
1377,   1S80 

on  the  third  reading  -----  1398 

□n  amendment  to  a  raaolulion  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Electioni  in  tha  eaie 
of  Philip  Reed 1318 

on  the  second  leiolation  reported  by  Ihe 
■aid  committee 13S3 

on  ■  reaotatian  declaring  Philip  Reed  enti- 
tled to  a  aeat  1333 

on  amendment*  to  the  bill  anthorizing  an 
exchange  of  certain  slock*     ...  1346 

on  Iba  puiage  of  aaid  Ull  ...  1443 

on  the  paaaage  of  the  ReTolottonar*  Pen- 
sion bUl         18TI 

oa  a  molutiDD  in  relation  to  the  indepen- 
dence of  tbe  South  American  Govern- 
ment*   '        -  1403 

on  itriking  out  from  the  Appropriation  bill 
tha  appropriatioD  for  repairs  of  the  Cam- 
twrtand  road  .....  1614 

on  tbe  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin  to  diicharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  fur- 
ther coiuideration  of  his  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  dutie*  on  import*     ...  1547 

on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Butler  10  poatpone  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  to  the  nait 
lesaion 1648 

on  engro**iDg  the  bill  to  prOTide  payment 
for  hone*  loai  in  the  Seminole  nar         .  1S64 

on  the  paseage  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act 
for  the  encouragement  of  Vaccination    -  1640 

on  reducing  the  milesge  of  membeii  .  ISG2 

on  the  motion  to  recommit  tUe  bill  for  re- 
ducing the  compenaation,  dec.,  of  mem- 
ber*       1653 

on  amendmente  to  aaid  bill         1663,  1664,  17S3 
1768,    17fll,  1763 

on  it*  poatponement  to  next  leiHon  1730,  1763. 
on  a  motion  to  Uj  it  on  Ihe  table  -  -  17M 
on  a  molion  to  recommit  aaid  bUl  •  •  1766 
on  amendment*  to  the  Senate  bill  for  erect- 
ing loll-gatea  on  lbs  Cumberland  road  -  1691 
on  the  ihlrd  reading  of  the  bill  ...  IMS 
on  its  paasage  notwitbalanding  Ihe  Preei- 

dent'*  objection* 1874 

on  the  paaiBge  of  the  bill  for  the  repair  and 

preaervation  of  the  Cumberland  road      -  1734 
on  putting  the  main  quaation  on  the  bill  to 
eilablish  compensation   to  collector*   of 

cuMoms 1870 

OD  the  pasaage  of  aaid  bill  ...  1871 
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APPENDIX  — PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS,  ACTS,  Ac. 


Acn,  Bimnel,  apinion  n{  in  ihe  caw  of  lh«  heiri 

of  ViiW  e».  Iniuraritr  -         -        -         -  8473 

Act  of  CMiion  of  Eut  Floiidt  •        ■  1917,  3B09 

Ada,  ths  public  puMd  it  th>  Id  —auoa  of  the 

17lh  Congrow 3673 

Alabimt,  an  act  lappltmaiiUiy  to  ih*  act  to  al- 
ter Ihe  tarnii  ofthe  diatriei  coart  af        -  S6S8 
act  Tciprcting  tanil  diatricta  in.     (See  Put- 


licL 


^■) 


Anilnafa,  Joaquin  Je,  corcaapondenca  ot  vilh 

th«  8acreUr7  of  8taU     3004,  300S,  3011,3018 
3014,  3016,  30M,  3066,  3133,3136,  3136 
Aonuitlca  tolodiaoa,  an  act  proridiDgfoi  certain  36S3 
AdUoIiub,  G.  C,  letten  from,  lo  the  Becnlaij  ot 

Slate 3164 

Aj^rtlonmelit  of  RapreaentatiTaa,  an  aet  liji 

tbr,  according  to  Ihe  IboTtb  Ceoaiu        -  3676 
Approprialioncforauppottof GofetnmeDL    (See 

Cotwmmenf.) 
ArduTM,  &c^  in  Eaal  Florida,  appointment  of 

CoamiMioncn  to  demanil  and  recelTe  tbe,  S6IB 

(See  CommutiantK*-') 
Atocha,  J.  N.  da,  corraapoDdenea  ot,  with  Ut. 

Forbea 1918,  19H 


a  letter  fr 


1  Ibg  SecreUij 


'  9139 
h 

31S0,  3131 

Bell,  CapUlD  John  R.,  a  tetter  Iram,  lo  tba  8ec- 

reUryorSui* SOlf 

lettna  to,lhiin  Qovernar  Jackaon        -30ST,  3039 
Ball,  Forbw,  and  Low,  Meaan.     iSea  Comma- 

rioneri.) 
Blakelj,  an  aet  to  ealabliah  Ihe  diitrict  of         -  9687 
BMckanridgc,  H.  M.,  letlera  from,  lo  OoieniOT 

Jacluon  3301,  3318,  SS30 

inemorBaduai  of        -        >        -        ■        -  3810 

affidavit  of S3«4 

rgport  of,  to  OoTamor  Jit^aon  -        >        -  9640 
Bnat,  Thomaa  L.  L.,  a  letter  from,  lo  the  8mt«- 

tei7  of  Stale 3079 

Brevet  Hanlc,  an  opioioD  ot  ihe  Auoraey  Oen*- 

lal  leapecling  the  paj  ud  eoMlatnenle  of  3391 
Briatot,  an  act  to  amend  the  act  lo  «atabliBh  the 
diatrict  of,  and  lo  annex  the  lowna  of  Klt- 
ter7  and  Berwick  lo  Ihe  dialrici  of  Porta- 

nouth tS88 

Bliliah    Weat  Indiea,  reaolntiant  of  a   pnUio 
maetiDB  of  nerchanta  of  Boaton  taapec^ 
ing  the  trade  with  tbe    -        -        -        .  3331 
memorial    of  merc^anti,  ihipHiwnera,  Ae^ 

of  BoMon  on  tbe  Mine  anb^        .        .  S338 
memorial  of  the  merchanta,  dtc,  of  Poru- 
nouth  in  relation  to  the  trade  with  Ifae  -  3337 
Bronangb,    Dr.    J.    C,    a  report  firom    Jadg« 

Brackenridfo  and,  to  Oovernoi  Jackaon  -  1937 
letlera  from   Jndge    Brackenridgc   and,  to 

OoTernor  Catlava 193S 

certificate  of,  raipeeltag  an  interview  bt- 
twMn  OoTernor  Jackaon  and  Judge  Fro- 
""•ntin 3346,  3390 , 


Bronangh,  Dr.  J.  C— continued.  Fip 

papera  left  at  the  Stale  Departmai  bj,  re- 
apeeting  the  traiuactiona  in  Floiida       -  tft 
Brooke,  Colonel  George  M..  order  from  Gam- 

Batler,  Colonel  Robert,  letlera  froai.  Id  tbr  Brt- 

retary  of  Slate      -        -        .        - 1917.  m 
extracta  from  Ihe  comapondenee  ol^wilh 

Gavemor  Coppingvr      -        -       -UM,iU, 

extract  from  a  fetter  of,  lo  Captain  BtS    ■  Wk- 

letter  from,  lo  QoTamor  Jackaon  .  tU: 

Older  from  GoTornor  Jackaon  lo  Dt.  Bra- 

naagh  and    •  •      •tK' 


C. 


}  Oorenor 


Call,  Captai 

Jackaon  -        -"        -        -        -       -  IW?    i 

correapondence  of,  with  Oorernoc  Calli'i  IHt    | 
CailaTa,   Don    J  oca.    eoireapondence   tieltmn 

Goiernoi  Jackaon  and    1934,  1935.  IMl,  iHi 
cormpondincc  of,  with  Meaira.  BronaDjIi 

•nil  Brackenridge  -  -  .        -       -  IB; 

proleit  ofi-  -  -  -  ..-Ml 

JocuDienta  relating  to  the  arnal  of   ■      .IKS 
minutn  of  Ihe  eiaminatioa  of  -         '19»7,!l!t    | 
OTiter  Ibrihe  impriaonmcnt  of    .  ■  !1^ 

order  lor  Ihe  diacharge  of  -  -  .sni:.!3II 
teatimonj  in  behalf  of  -  ■  .  -  W 
order  (br  aearching  the  hoDae  of  -  !3:t 

writ  of  habeai  corpua  in  ihe  ca*e  af  .       -  tJ^T    : 
Canning,  Stralford,  lellera  from,  to  the  8«nta:; 

of  Slate iiii,;ie   I 

Cerliflcatea,  an  act  anlhoriiing  the  pajmeni  nl 

of  Eaat  Florida,  act  of  .        ■  ISn,£M 

of  tbe  United  Slatea,  a  atatialicatiifK 

oflbc,  for  the  jear  eigfaieen  bundndiad         i 

tneoly-ooe    -  -         -  -         .       -  SK 

Commercial  Inlercourae  with  Foreign  Ifetiani.         ' 

a  report  on  tbe  aubjed  of       -  -  ^•' 

ComniiaiiDuen,  appaiBlment  of,  to  demand  and 
laoena  the  archirea  and  other  Vnttttj 

in  Eaal  Florida VA 

report  of  A*  ptooeedinga  of  tbe  -         •        -  SK    I 
a[^intmentof  aeerelariea  lo  the        -       -  S:. 

■dditionat  report  from  Ihe  -        -       -Vi' 

letter  from  Mr.  Worthington  lo  the   -       -^ 

Conner,  Jaho  Coppinger,  affidavit  o^  reapeclin;         I 

thrarreat  of  Colonel  CaltavB  ■       .  iSi 

Coppinger,  GoTgrnor  Joae,  extraeta  from  Ihecoc- 

reqiondenee  of,  with  Colonel  Balla     -  ^' 
(See  BulUr,  Cobntl  Itabert.) 
CordoTa,  the  Irealj  of      -        -         ...  lj!<  i 
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INDEX. 


P«ge. 
Counry  Courts  in  Ploridi,  ordinance  of  General 

JKckvon  eiliUuhing  the         -        -        -  36BI 
ordiDanee  eiplunror;  of  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding in  the        .....  g6S3 
Oroghanaville.     (See  Ferrytburg.) 
Cuilom*,  >n  act  fariber  to  eBlablieh  the  eompeo- 
lation  of  offieera  of  the,  and  lo  atler  cer- 
tain colJection  iliitricta   .         -         .         .  sssfi 


Dade,  Captain  F.  L.,  report  of,  concerning  the 

erroat  of  Domingn  Soufa  ■         .         -         .  23S2 

Deputy  Colleetoia,  an  actauthorizingthe  appajnl- 

ment  of 3608 

Direct  Taxe«,  an  act  reviving  and  extending  the 
time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of  bnda 
aold  for 2673 

Documenta,  an  act  authoriiing  the  traniniiaeioD 

nf  certain,  free  ofpoatage       -        .         .  BATS 

Donetaon,  Andrew  J.,  certiHcale  of,  mpeettDg 
an  interview  between  Governor  Jackaon 
and  Judge  Fromentin    -        -        .        .  S34T 


Edict  of  the  Emperor  of  Ruaaia  reipeetiag  the 

navigation  of  the  Northweat  coaat  -        -  2143 

Engeatrom,   Count  Je,  a  letter  from,   to   Mi. 

Uughea 3180 

Eatrdgo,  Jnan  de,  correspondence  oC  with  Mr. 

Worthington  ....  35Jl,Sfiia 

Exchange  of  Stock,  an  act  authoming  the  S«c- 

rel&rj  of  the  Treaaarj  to  make  an  -        -  3588 

Eiporta,a  etatement  aboning  the  eetimated  value 
uf  the  merchaadin  annaallj  eiporteil  to 

turuiga  cotintriea 3373 

aatatement  ofihe  valneaf  the  gooda.warea, 
dec,  exported  dniing  the  jear  aniUiig  the 
30tb  September,  eighleeti   hundred  anil 

tnentjr-une 3376 

ebatract  of  good*,  wane,  dec,  exported  tu 
the  Weat  Indiea  during  the  jeer  ending 
(be  30tb  September,  eighteen  hnndted  and 
Iwentj-ooe 3381 


Florida,  an  act  for  the  eatabliahmeut  of  ■  Terri- 
torial government  in      -        -        -        .  8678 

en  act  reapectiog  the  commerce  and  navi.' 
g«tion  of 2684 

an  act  (o  provide  for  the  oollection  of  the 
duliee  on  import*  and  tonnage  in  -        ■  3613 

an  act  for  aecertaining  daima  and  tklea  (o 
landa  in  the  tarritoriea  of        -        .        -  3614 

an  act  to  relieve  the  people  ot,  from  the  Op- 
eration of  ceTlain  otdinancea  -        -        •  3617 
Plaridae,  ioctructions,  corrcapondmoe,  Ac,  relat- 
ing to  the  delivery  of  the        .       1887  to  SOSS 

order  for  the  delivery  of  the       .        -        .  19|6 

a  liat  ofoffieera  fur  the      -        -        -        .  1937 
Floor,  a  etatement  aborning  tho  price  oi;  at  Bal- 
tlMOre,  from  the  let  July,  eighteen  hnn- 
dred  and  two,  to  the  Itt  January,  eigh- 
teen hundreil  and  twenty-two        .        .  S38S 
Forbea,  Jumcs  Q.,  iDstmclions  to,  from  the  8ee- 

raUryofSUte         -  .  .         .  .   1897 

certificate  of  bi(  oppoinlmeiit  as  agent  fbi 
the  United  Btataa,  Ac.  -        -        -        -  1689 

apedal  commiation  of       -        •        .        -  1900 


Foifaea,  Jamea  G. — continued.  Page. 

comqiondenoe  of,  with   the  Secretory  of 

Stale  1903,  1004,  190S,  1907,  1008.  1909, 

1810,  1911,  1916 

correapoudcnce  of,  wilb  Gorernor  Mahy      1903, 

ISIS 

■ubatance  of  a  letter  to,  from   Governor 

Mahy 1909 

coirespondcnce  of,  with  Dob  J.  N.  de  Aro- 

cba      - 1918,1914 

letter  lo,  from  Meaare.  Bronaugh  and  Brack- 

enridge IMO 

letter  from,  to  Mr.  Worlbington         -        -  3017 
Rorbea,  John  M.,  a  letter  Irom  the  Seeretary  of 

Stale  to 3069 

exlracta  of  lettera  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

State 3063 

!i064,  8066,  3073,  3073,  3074 
copy  of  a  letter  from,  la  Mr.  Kivadavia       -  3DS7 
r^ly  of  Mr.  Rivadavia      .        .        -        .  8088 
Forayth,  John,   leltaia  frooi   the  Seeretaty  of 

Bute  to 1963,  1956 

oitnct  of  ■  letter  from,  to  iba  Minialar  of 

Foreign  Afbira  at  Madrid      -        -        -  1966 
eitract  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Becrvtary  of 

8utB S1S6 

Fort  Qaergr,  aet  of  anrMiider  of  the  •attlement 

of 3110 

Fourth  OenauB,  a  laiolntiqn  providing  for  the 
diitribution  of  the  Merahals'  rstarns  of 

the 3643 

Fromentin,  EMgiua,  Ueteage  uf  the  President 
and  Dlher  docomenta  in  relation  to  the 
mieanderatanding  between  General  Jack- 
ton,  and        3396 

corrcapondence  of,  with  Governor  Jaekton  3343 
839S,  3S07,  3398 
coneapondence,  &e,,  of,  communicated  with 

the  President'e  Meesage  of  38th  January  8373 
cotreipondence  of,  with   the  Secretary  of 
Slate     -        -      3374, 237.t,  3377,  S383,  3368, 
E399,  3400,  2401,  3413,  2460,  3463,  8473 
commiasion  al,  aa  Judge  of  the  United  Statei 

for  Weat  Florida,  dec    -  -  -         -  3374 

a  letter  from  Alexander  Scott,  jr.,  to  -        -  2396 
extract  from  notea  of,  respecting  Itanaactiona 

in  Florida -  2*03 

atriclDres  of,  on  the  opinion  of  tho  court  in 
the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Vidal  vt.  Inne- 

rarity 2406 

Utter  of,  to  Ceplain  Henley       -        -        -  3461 
expotilion  of  the  viewa  o^  respecting  the 
conatroGtinn  of  the  act  for  cariying  into 
effect  the  treaty  between  the  United  Btatea 

and  Spain 8403 

FuUarat,  Anloine.     (See  Souta,  Domingo.) 
Funded  Debt,  an  act  authoriiiog  the  tranafer  of 

certain  ccrti&calea  of  the        -        -        •  3678 
O. 
Gallatin,  Albert.     (See  Dtali/  of  Ghtnt.) 
Government,  an  act  making  appropriationa  fbr 
Ihe  aoppott  of,  lor  the  year  one  thoaaand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  and  fbr 
other  purpoces       .....  8603 
Great  Britain,  documenta,  Ac,  relating   to  tba 

treaty  of  peace  with       •        •        -  3066,3178 
Great  Britain  and  Buaaia,  docamenta  in  reb- 
tion  to  the  eUima  of,  to  the  lerrilMj  of 
-  Ike  UntMd  Slates  on  the  Pacific    ■       •  3130 
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H.  P«fe. 

Hannuoi,  Wm.  Le,  caitifieale  of,  mpecting  the 

irreat  of  Colonal  CaU»T>  ■  3371 

H«in  of  Vidi),  M.  iDDcraril;,  Iba  JD  Jkiil  opin- 

ioD  in  th«  eu«  of 2338 

■UiclDTM  of  Judga  FramentiQ  an  laid  opin- 
ion         2<06 

cop;  of  proceeding!  id  ihe  cuo  of    3118  to  3460 
opmion  of  difeoUuit'*  couniel  io  thacaieof  2473 

I. 

lUiniui,  SD  act  to  aulborize  tba  Stale  of,  to  open 
a  canal  throagh  tbe  public  landa,  to  coa- 
naelthelllinoiiiinmiih  LalLa&Iichigia  S68B 
aa  act  to  citabliah  an  adJitional  land  office 
in  Ihe  Sum  of 3636 

laporta,  alateinent  of  (he  qaanlitj  of  tngar,  cof- 
fee, dto,  iuported  duiing  lbe;ear  IBSI     SS79 

Indiana,  an  act  aatAoinitif  the  locaiioa  of  adiool 

land*  in  the  Slate  of      ~        -                 -  S6I8 
an  act  Io  deaJgnaM  the  boundarici  of  *  land 
diabict  in,  and  for  the  eatabliibmcnt  of  a 
laud  office 3633 

ladiana,  an  act  lo  amend  tho  act  to  repilot*  tiade 
and  inlercourw  with  the,  and  lo  preanre 
peace  on  the  frontier!     -         ■         .         -  SQIQ 
an  act  pioTiding  ennoitiea  to  ceitaio,  and 
to  carry  into  efloct  the  ireil;  of  Saganaw  S633 

Inaolient  Debtor*,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  eettain  SBIO 

Iron,   documaniB  reapecting  the  daliea  on  im- 
ported   8163 

J. 
Jackaon,  Andrew,  telten  to,  from  the  Secretary 

of  8(bM         -        -        1919,  ms.  l»3t^  1937, 

19SS,  1939,  1934,  E3S9,  S373 

leltera  from,  lo  the  Secretai;  of  State        -  1930, 

1931,  I93S,  1936,  1941,  1946, 1916,  1947,  1B4S, 

1949,  I960,  3019,  303S,  3398,  333&, 

3340,  S3G7,  3fi3B,  2566,  2608 

'  n  of,  to  receive  the  Florida!        -  1933 

n  of,  aa  OoTcmor  of  Florida       -  1933 

apociki  commifaion  lo        -        -        -        -  1933 

letter  lo,  from  Major  Slanton     -        -        .  1S33 

letter  lo,  from  the  collector  at  Nen  Orleani  1933 

correapondence  of,  with  Colonel  Callava     .  1934, 

193S,  1941,  1944 

report  lo,  from  Meuri.  Bioniugh  and  Brack- 

enridge 1937 

copy  of  a.  letter  to,  from  Colonel  Fotbea  -  1943 
letter  from,  to  Captain  Bell  -  -  -  3037 
loiter  to,  from  William  Re<rnolda  •  -  3034 
extract  of  a  letter  to,  from  Colonel  Watlon  3(I3S 
Meaiage  from  Ihe  Freiident,  and  other  doc- 
umenla  in  relation  to  the  miaundeialand- 
ing  betneea  Judge  Fromenlin  and  -  339S 
letter  lo,  from  Judge  Brackoniidge  -  -  2301 
letter  from,  to  Meein.  Butler  and  Miller  -  3306 
order!  of,  in  relation  to  Ibe  arreit  of  Colonel 

Callara  .        -        ^        .        .        .  3307 

order  of,  for  the  aneit  of  Domingo  Bouaa  -  3311 
order  of,  (ox  the  arical  of  Colonel  Cailava 

and  hii  •teward 3313 

order  of,  for  the  diacbarge  of  the  lame        -  3316 
memorandnmextrtclcd  from  the  record  book 

of 2386 

Ihe  proclamation  of 3337 

correapandenca  o^  niih  Jodge  Fromenlin 

3348,  3396,  3397,  3398 


Andrew  Jackaon^-coulinued.  1**0- 

ceitiGcatea  of  Dr.  Bronangh  and  olb«n  n- 

■peeling  the    interTiew  between   Judge 

Fromenlin  and 33tC 

report  to,  from  Licnlenanl  Moaalx  reelect- 
ing Ihe  irreat  of  ColoneJ  CaUan    -         -  t35» 
report  of,  to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  respect- 
ing Ibe  commiarion  confided  10  him  in 
relation  to  ihe  Florida!  -        -         -         -  SSS> 
report  to,  from  Judge  Brackenridge    -        -  2340 
a  feller  from,  to  the  Secretary  of  Wat         -  tsa 
letter  lo,  from  Captain  Bell        •         •         •  SS6e 
Journals,  a  reaolation  providing  for  llie  diatriba- 
tion  of  the,  of  Ihe  old  Congrua  end  ol 
Ihe  coDvention  which  farmed  the  Comli- 

tulion SC41 

Jndicial  opinion  in  the  cue  of  the  heiia  of  Tidal 

VI.  Innerarilj         .        .        .         -         ,  sjsa 
K. 
:oJ.  B.  PranM    ~         -  tl41 


Law,  Edmund,  a  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Wotthingtoo  1017 
LighdtooMa,  an  act  lo  anthoriie  the  building  of 

certain,  therein  mentioned,  and  br  other 

purpoaei         .----.  26SI 
M. 
Mahy,  Don  Piicbolia,  correapondence  ol^  with 

Mr.  Forbea    -  190S,  It09,  IHt 

McDooongh,  Captain  Tbomai,  an  act  to  remit 

the  dutiea  on  a  iword  imported  aa  ■  pre- 


-  K8T 


Mail*,  a  reflolntion  providing  lor  ai 
tranamiiaion  of  [ettera  in  thi 

Manufacturing  Establisbmenla,  a 

reeling  the  daaaification  and  pdntiiig  of 
the  acconnta  of  the  leTerd,  agreeably  to 
the  retnrna  of  the  fourth  cenana      -        -  2M1 

Maryland  and  Georgia,  an  act  to  revive  and  con- 
tinne  in  force  an  act  declaring  Ibe  aH«nt 
of  Gongraie  to  certain  acta  of  the  Blatea  of  SK 

Mexico,  a  decree  of  the  Regency  of    •        •        -2117 
a  manifeato  of  the  Froviiional  Board  of  Gov- 
ernment of    -----        -  511> 

Military  Peace  Eatibliahment,  an  act  to  lepeal 
the  14lh  section  of  the  act  to  rednes  and 
Ex  the 3il» 

Mililary  Service,  an  act  loakiag  appiopriatim* 
for  the,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  a>d 
twenty-two,  and  towards  the  year  e^h- 
teeu  hundred  and  tweoty-three       -        -  3CI£ 

Militia  Fine*.     (See  Penrujflraiiia.') 

Miller,  Cokinel  John,  affidavit  0^  i 
arreat  of  Colonel  Cailava 

Misaioaa  to  tbe  independent  na 
American  cvolioent,  an  ac 
proprialioni  lo  defray  the  e: 

Misaiuippt,  an  act  altering  the  lime  ana  place 
of  holding  the   dlalrict  court  in  the  dis- 

tritt  of V 

an  act  providing  fei  the  dispoaal  of  poUk 
laniia  in,  and  for  other  pnrpoeea      -        -  II 

Mieaouri,  an  act  to  provide  for  the  due  exeen- 
tion  of  tbe  laws  of  the  United  SMm, 
within  ifae  Stale  of,  and  for  tbe  eataUiA- 
rnent  of  a  diatrict  court  thanin  -  -  % 
an  act  Id  perf^  certain  locations  and  aale* 
of  public  landa  in  -         •        •         .        .  S 
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Miubell,  J.  C.  and  AleiBDdei  Scott,  jr..  affida- 
Tita  of,  r«Bpecling  (he  arreit  of  Colonel 

Callava 8368 

conUnuationofthaioma   ■        -        -        -8354 
Mobile,  an  act  confirming  ctaitDB  to  tola  in  ibe 
towa  of,  bdJ  to  land  in  the  former  pro- 
vince of  We«t  Florida        ,        .        -         -  3631 
Monroe,  Jamea,  a  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Baiter      -  8130 

repl;  to  the  ■boid 8131 

Mouniz,  Lieutenant,  G,  W.,  report  of,  to  Gov. 
emor  Jaekaon,  reapeclitig  the  arroat  of 
Colonel  Callava 8350 

N. 

Navigation,  aa  act  in  addition  la  the  act  luncern- 

ing,  and  for  other  porpoaea     -  -  3609 

NtTj,  an  act  nuking  partial  appropriation  a  for 
the  snpport  oC,  dnring  the  jeaT  eighteen 
hundred  and  tirenty-lwo  -  .  ,  3676 
an  act  making  appiDpriationa  for  the  aup- 
port  of,  for  the  jear  eighteen  hnndred 
and  InBDtj'tno,  and  for  other  purpoaei  -  S606 

New  Jeriey,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding 

the  diatrict  court  io  the  dUtriet  of  •        •  3603 

New  Orleana,  au  act  aupptemeatat  to  the  act 
aatboiiiing  the  diipoaai  ofccitain  lota  of 
pohlic  ground  in  the  city  of,  and  lonn  of 

Mobile SM6 

an  act  i  apple  mentar;  to  the  leverBl  acta  for 
■diluting  the  ctiima  to  land,  and  eitah- 
liabing  land  office*  in  tbe  diatrict  eut  of 
the  itlatid  of 8639 

New  York,  an  act  authorizing  tbe  recoDveyance 

of  a  tract  of  laud  to  the  city  of        -        -  8586 

Noitbweat  Coaat,  documenta  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  foreign  Governmenti  (o  United 
State*  ternloiy  on  the    -         •       ai39,biSlG0 

Norvray,  meiaaga  and  docamenta  in  relation  to  a 

Gommeicial  ordinance  of        -        -        -  3160 
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Pacific  Coaat     (See  IfarlhtiMl  Coatl.) 

Pennaytvania,  an  act  vuting  in  tbe  State  of,  the 

light  of  the  United  8ute>  to  all  militia 

finea  aaaeaied  farnon-perrornianceorduty 

in  tbe  late  war  with  Great  Biilun  -  3604 

Fenaacola,  an  ordinance  of  Gofernor  Jaekaon 

for  preservation  of  health  in  the  cit^  of  -  3647 
Perryiburg  and  Crogbinaville,  an  act  veiting  in 
Wood  and  Sanduiky  coantiei,  in  Ohio, 
the  right  to  eerUin  Iota  in  the  town*  of  •  3688 
Fern,  act  of  Independence  of    -        -        -        -  3078 
Philadelphia,  an  act  to  fix  tbe  limlU  of  the  port 

ofentrjanddelivery  for  the  diatrict  of   -8687 
Folaliea,  tbe   Chevalier   de,  oorreepondence  ol^ 

with  the  SecretaiT  of  Btate     -        3143,  3168, 
3163,3167,  3168 
Peat  Road*,  an  act  to  eatabliah  certain,  and  to 

diaoontinne  other*  ....  3637 

PratMt,  J.  B.,  eitrw:t  of  a  letter  from,  to  (be 

BKretary  of  Btate  -8076 

k  letlar  from,  to  Mr.  Joaqnta  de  Bcbereria  3076 
letter  to,  bom  General  o'Higgin*  -  -  2077 
•  letter  htm,  to  the  Beeretair  of  State  -  8186 
ceftaqoadwKw  of,  with  Janee  Keiili  •  S141 
ITdt  Cor.  1st  8em^^7 
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Privateering,  a  decree  of  Bnenae  Ayrea  concern- 
ing         3071 

Proclamation,  Governor  Jackaon'a    -        -        .  1034 
Proteet  of  Colonel  Ca]la<ra        ....  ig60 

appendix  thereto 1969 

Public  Acta  of  the  Seventeenth  Congreaa  -  3673 

Public  Buildinga,  an  act  making  appropria^ona 

fbrlbe 3699 

in  act  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Com- 

miaaioner  of 3631 

Public  Landa,  an  act  providing  for  tho  diipoiil 
of  the,  in  Miraiasippj,  and  for  tho  better 
orginiiition  of  tbe  land  diitrictE  in  Mi*- 
■iisippi  and  .^lobama     .        -        .        .  3008 
Purchiier*  of  Public  l,Bnda,  an  act  aupplement- 

ary  to  the  act  for  relief  of       ...  3B91 
R. 
Republic  af  Colombia,  fundamental   law  of  the  3091 
Revolationary  War,  an  act  to  revive  and  continue 
in  force  the  act  to  provide  for  persons  dia- 
abled  by  known  wounda  received  in  the  8679 
Bivadavis,    Tlernirdo,  correapondence   of,  with 

Mr.  Forbea    -         -        -        -3067,2068,3070 
extract*  of  niinutea  of  a  conference  with     •  8068 
Ru*b,   Richard,   eitracta   from   the  correipond-      ' 
ence  of.  with  the  Secretary  of  State        -  8138 
8134,  8136 
Roiaell,  Jonathan.     (See  Trtaty  of  Ohtnl.) 
Ruuian  American  Company,  regulationa  eatab- 
lished  by  the,  in  relation  to  foreign   com- 
merce  on  the  Northwest  eoul  of  America  2143 
Rulledge,   E.  A.,  alBtemenla  of,  reapecting  the 
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-  3347, 8397 


Saganaw,  an  act  for  carrying  into  eflect  the 

treaty  of,  and  for  other  purpoara    -         -  2633 
Sftlmon,  H.  De  R.  Y.,  a  letter  from,  to  tho  See- 

reUry  of  Bute 1967 

Scott,  Alexander,  Jr.     (3«o  JtfWcAeU,  J.  C.) 
Search  warrant  iained  by  Governor  Jackaon  for 
the  diacovery  of  papen   in    poaieaaion  of 

Col.  Callava 8314 

Seminole  Indiana,  report  of  a  talk  held  with  tbe  3667 

an  act  for  iho  relief  of  tbe  officer*,  voluQ- 

teera,  ftc,  engaged  in  the  late  campaign 

againit  the 8604 

Sinking  Fond,  report  of  tbe  Uommiaatoaera  of 

A,        .        -        -        -        -        -        -  9219 

Sonaa,  Domingo,  docament*  relating  to  the  ar- 
testofCoIonel  Callava,  Antoine  Fnllarat, 

„d 1938,  3301 

elamination  of  -         -  -  1998,  8806 

order  for  the  impriaonmenl  of    -        -        -  1998 
order  for  the  arreat  of        -        "        '     .   -  "H 
South  American  Sutea,  document*  reapecting 

the  political  condition  of  tbe  -      3069  to  3139 
an  act  making  appropriation*  to  defray  the 
aipenae*  ofmiasion*  to  the    •        .        -  9603 
South  Carulina  and  Georgia,  an  act  to  coDtiane 
in  force  the  act  declaring  the  aaaent  of 
Congre**  to  certain  acU  of  tbe  Stateaof-  8611 
Spain,  tianalation  of  ■  royal  order  of  the  King  of  1900 
an  ordinance  of  Governor  Jackaon  pteacrib- 
ing  the  modo  of  carrying  into  e&ct  the 
nith  articl*  of  the  treaty  batwean  the  U. 
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Spuiuh  auilioritiu,  &c,  *t  St.  AngnaUne,  *  ra- 
tarn  otOu,  lo  be  enbatkcd  for  the  Ha- 

TuiB 3483 

tDemonailain  of  the  tr«D*poiic  pravided  for 

the  embtrketion  of  Uie  •        -        -      .  -  S496 
eitimite  of  provinon*  for  their  eubratence 
OD  the  To>tge 3197 

Btackelbarg,  Biron  de,  corropoadence  of,  with 

tbeBecielarj  of  Slate    ■         ■  SL6I,  21G2 

Stock,  an  act  authariiiag  the  Secrataij'  of  the 

Treaaar;  to  make  an  aichange  of  certain  3M6 

6arve7on  General,  an  act  reqniring  the,  to  give 
bond  and  aecuritj  for  the  hithfal  diibnrae- 
meot  of  public  mooej,  and  to  limit  their 

term  of  office 3637 

T. 

Tenneiaee,  an  act  lo  amend  the  law  ai  to  the  i«- 
■uing  of  original  write  and  final  ptoceia 
in  the  court!  within  the  State  of    -        .  3586 

Territorial  Gorernment,  an  act  for  ulablithiog 

a,  in  Florida 357B 

Three  per  cent.,  in  a«l  to  proTide  for  pacing,  to 
the  Slatei  of  Miiiouri,  Ikliraiaeippi,  and 
Alabama,  of  the  net  proceedi  ariaing  from 
,      the  lale  of  public  landi  within  the  aamc    3601 

Timbtr  of  the  United  Butee  in  FJorida,  an  act 

for  the  prewrvatioQ  ofihe      •        -        •3575 

Tonnage  of  the  Unilod  Stalei,  atatemente  re- 

apecting  the  -         -         3267, 3269,  3371 

Torrei,  Don  Manuel,  cirrcipondenee  of,  with 

the  aeeretarj  ofStato    2090,  20S4,  3098,  3099 

Trading  Establighmenla  with  (he  Indians,  an  act 

to  aboliah  the  United  Statee  -         -        •  2606 

Tianaaclioni  in  the  PJoridaa,  documenti,  &c., 

relating  to  tbe,  under  Got.  Jackion  2S95-3&70 

Tranalation  of  a  roja]  order  to  tbe  Captain  Gen- 
eral of  Cuba 1900 

Traniporti,  a  memorandum  of  the,  provided  for 
tbe  removal  of  the  Spaniah  authoritiee 
from  8l  Augtiatiae  to  the  Haiana         -  3196 

Treaiur;  Notea,  an  act  relating  to  •  -  SS03 

Treaaury,  War,  and  Navy  Departmenta,  an  act 

lo  amend  the  aeTcril  acta  relating  to  (he  36S1 

Tteetj  of  Ghent,  documenta  relating  lo       2056,3170 
extract  of  a  latter  from  Jonathan  Jtuaiell  to 

the  Secretary' of  State  -  -  .  -  3057 
B  letUr  from  Albert  Gallatin  to  the  eame  -  3057 
•  (private)  leUer  from  Mr.  BuiaelE  lo  aame  3170 
remarka  of  Mr.  Adamireepetlingaaid  letter  2191 


ViIlien,Uu'ciM  de.and  Arnaldo  GdiIw 

morial  of       -        •        -        -        -        -  SO 

Vine  and  OliTa,  an  act  aapplementary  to  an  act 

to  aet  apart  and  diapoae  of  certain  poblif 

laodi  for  eoconraging  the  enltiTatiaa  ef 

the !f 

Virginia,  an  act  to  alter  the  tinea  of  holdiag 
_  coarta  in  the  weatem  diatikt  «f,  and  for 
'  other  pnrpoaea        -        •        -         •        - 1< 


Walton,  ColODelRcorga,eitrBctof  a  latter  from, 
U)  GoTaruor  Jackaon      -        -         -        - 1 
letter  from,  to  ColoDel  Clinch    -  ■  S 

letter  from,  to  Ciptata  WUkhi  •  -  * 

letter  to,  from  the  Secretarj  of  atato  ■  9 

letter  from,  to  the  aame  •         •        -  ' 

Walton,  Brackenridge,  and  Miller,  Heaan.,  a 
letter  from  Gorrrnor  Jackaon  to     •        ■  t 
a  letter  from,  to  Governor  Jaekioti     •        -  : 
correepondence  of,  with  Domingo  Soma    -  S 

Waahington,  an  act  to  anthoriie  the  corporation 
of  the  dtj  of,  to  drain  the  low  grounds 
on  and  near  the  public  reeervationa,  and 
to  improTe  and  ornament  the  laoie 
Wilci>cki,Jamei  Smith,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  00  the  aubject  of  the 
olutioQ  ID  Meiico  ... 

Wilaon,  Henry,  certificale  of  - 
Worthington,  W.  G.  D.,  a  letter  to,  from  Colo- 
nel Forbei     -         -  -  . 
a  tetter  to,  from  Edmund  Law  • 
a  letter  to,  from  GoTornor  Jackaon 
a  letter  from,  to  the  aame 
a  letter  from,  to  Meaara.  Bell,  Forbee,  and 


a  lilt  of  papera  reeeiied  from,  anil  eo 
nieated  with  the  Preaident'a  Meaaage  of 
38th  January         .... 

correipondence  of  with  Mr.  Enlralgo 
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